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TO  THE 


READERS  OF  THE  LANCET. 


\ 


Many  circumstances  hare  occurred  during  the  last  twelve  months,  which  suggest  to 
us  the  propriety  of  submitting  a  few  preliminary  observations  to  our  readers,  befc-j 
entering  upon  our  labours  for  the  ensuing  medical  year,  the  sixth  since  the  commence- 
ment of  this  Publication. 

We  stated,  about  this  time  last  year,  that, "  as  Medical  Journalists,  we  had  no  opposi- 
tion, still  less  any  competition,  to  contend  with  ;  but  that,  though  we  had  no  literary 
competitors,  we  bad  au  abundance  of  enemies,  whose  malignity  was  one  of  our  strongest 
claims  to  the  support  and  confidence  of  our  readers."  Early  in  tbe  month  of  October, 
however,  an  opposition  to  this  Journal  was  attempted ;  if,  indeed,  that  term  can  be 
applied  to  a  contemptible  imitation  of  our  plan,  seasoned  with  an  out-pouring  of 
vulgar  and  malignant  scurrility,  directed  against  private  character.  It  is  unne- 
cessary for  us  in  this  place  to  insist  on  the  distinction  between  slander  of  private 
character,  and  personal  attacks,  as  they  are  termed,  on  men  who  fill  public  situations, 
and  whose  character  and  conduct,  in  their  public  capacities,  are  fair  topics  of  animad- 
version. Of  the  former,  we  challenge  our  enemies  to  point  out  a  single  instance  in  the 
pages  of  this  Journal ;  of  the  latter,  the  instances  are  abundant  in  proportion  to  the 
occasions  which  called  forth  honest  censure  ;  and  if  they  were  not  to  be  found  in  that 
proportion,  our  publication  would  cease  to  deserve  the  eulogium  which  was  pronounced 
upon  it  by  the  highest  judicial  authority  in  the  kingdom,  that  of  being  "  a  work  of 
very  great  utility."*  That  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty,  as  independent  Journalists,  wo 
should  have  incurred  the  hatred  of  some  individuals,  whose  public  character  may  have 
suffered  from  our  animadversions,  is  not  surprising;  but  it  is  plain  that  the  often- 
repeated  attacks  upon  our  private  character,  even  if  they  were  as  well  founded  as 
they  are  false  and  malignant,  would  furnish  no  answer  to  the  facts  or  arguments  on 

•  "I  feel  it  my  duty  to  state,  that  The  Lancet  appears  to  me  to  be  a  work  of  great 
utility,  certainly  of  very  great  uii/icy."— Loro  Chancellor  Eldon,  on  dissolving  the 
lnjunctim  obtained  by  Mr.  A  bkrneth  v. 
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which  we  may  found  our  censure  of  a  public  functionary,  or  maintain  the  expediency 
of  correcting  an  existiug  abuse.  As  a  public  journal  ought  never  to  be  made  the 
vehicle  of  attacks  upon  private  character,  so  neither  is  a  public  journal  a  fit  place  for 
repelling  such  attacks.  A  Court  of  Justice  is  the  only  arena  in  which  we  have  con- 
descended,  or  ever  will  condescend,  to  meet  calumniators  who  slander  because  they 
cannot  cope  with  us  ;  fur  the  true  source  of  their  malignity  is  to  be  found  in  the  vast 
and  increasing  circulation  of  this  Journal,  and  in  the  total  and  humiliating  failure  of 
all  their  attempts  to  diminish  our  influence. 

The  first  wretched  and  abortive  attempt  to  imitate  the  plan,  and  at  the  same  time 
injure  the  reputation  of  The  Lancet,  was  too  despicable  to  obtain  even  a  passing 
notice  in  the  pages  of  this  Journal.  The  publication  to  which  we  allude  expired,  if  we 
mistake  not,  in  the  ninth  week -of  iu  existence;  but  its  dissolution  was  immediately 
succeeded  by  the  appearance  of  another  imitation  of  the  plan  of  The  Lancet,  precisely 

■ 

similar  to  the  former  in  all  respects,  save  that  of  being  ushered  into  the  world  under 
the  auspices  of  respectable,  and,  consequently,  responsible  publishers.  The  arrange- 
ment of  our  matter  was  servilely  copied  in  both  publications,  so  as  to  give  to  each  the 
appearance  of  a  mock  Lancet.  There  were  in  each  an  imitation  of  our  Lectures,  an 
imitation  of  our  Foreign  Department,  an  imitation  of  our  Leading  Articles  and  Reviews, 
aud  an  imitation  of  our  Hospital  Reports.  The  execution  of  the  design  was  alike 
feeble  in  both  instances,  but  the  plan  was  in  both  instances  a  servile  copy  of  that  of 
The  Lancet,  with  one  distinguishing  exception  indeed,  namely,  the  systematic 
devotion  of  a  portion  of  the  columns  of  these  publications  to  the  aspersion  of  private 
character.  A  part  of  the  small  capital  embarked  in  the  second  enterprise  was,  we  have 
reason  to  believe,  supplied  by  Mr.  Bbodie,  who  has  derived  from  it  the  advantage  of 
being  enabled  to  puff  himself  without  stint,  though,  when  the  extremely  limited  channel  1 
through  which  his  auto -panegyrics  are  circulated,  is  taken  into  the  account,  the  pleasure 
of  lauding  himself  in  print  has,  in  all  probability,  been  dearly  paid  for.  In  the  choice 
of  an  Editor,  the  manufacturers  of  the  Mock  Lancet  were  singularly  unhappy,  for 
they  fixed  upon  an  "  old  hack  of  a  Journalist,"  who  had  long  since  wearied  and  dis- 
gusted the  profession  as  editor  of  the  Yellow  Fungus,  and  from  whose  intellectual 
efforts  nothing  could  be  reasonably  expected,  but  the  dulness  and  the  imbecility  , 
which  have  marked  the  origin  and  no-progress  of  the  undertaking.  The  thing  still 
exists,  but  it  exists  under  circumstances  of  which  its  friends  are  ashamed,  and  with 
a  circulation  which  its  publishers  must  regard  as  injurious  to  the  character  of  their 
establishment. 

While  we  are  taking  a  retrospective  glance  at  these  two  publications,  we  cannot  for- 
bear noticing  the  manner  in  which  their  appearance  was  successively  hailed  by  a  con- 
temporary, Dr.  James  Johnstone,  if  it  be  not  a  misnomer  to  call  him  a  contemporary, 
who  is  defunct  as  a  Quarterly  Journalist,  and  moribund  as  a  publisher  of  half- monthly 
fasciculi.  His  delight  at  the  appearance  of  new  combatants,  in  a  contest  which  had 
proved  fatal  to  his  own  reputation,  was  equalled  only  by  the  spirit  of  abject  humility 
with  which  he  declared  his  readiness  to  fight  under  their  banners.  It  seems  to  be  the 
destiny  of  the  Doctor,  in  all  his  literary  manoeuvres,  to  accomplish  his  own  humilintiona 
Our  first  formidable  opponent  expired  in  the  very  week  wherein  the  Doctor  triumph- 
antly stated,  that  The  Lancet  had  at  length  "found  its  match/'  and,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  the  Doctor  underwent  the  further  mortification  of  announcing 
the  decease  of  Lis  own  Quarterly  Journal,   As  to  the  pamphlets  which  he  still  pub* 
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lishes,  under  the  title  of  Fasciculi,  the  affidavit  which  the  Doctor  makes  once  a  fort- 
sight  to  the  fact  of  their  finding  purchasers,  affords  pregnant  evidence  of  the  estima- 
tiou  in  which  they  are  held  by  the  profession. 

Such  is  the  character,  and  such  has  been  the  success,  of  the  opposition  made  to  this 
Journal  during  the  past  year.  Nor  have  our  enemies  been  more  successful  in  the  Geld  of 
jurisprudence  than  in  that  of  literature.  In  one  of  the  two  actions  to  which  we  alluded 
in  the  Preface  to  our  volumes  for  the  last  year,  Hookhick  Macleod,  the  Editor  of 
the  Yellow  Fungus,  who  had  charged  us,  in  his  declaration,  with  a  malicious  attempt  to 
degrade  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  employer,  and  thereby  deprive  hiin  of  the  means  of  sub. 
eistence,  obtained  Fivb  Pounds  from  the  jury,  as  a  compensation  for  the  injury  alleged 
to  hate  been  done  to  his  professional  and  literary  character.  A  more  trumpery  action 
was  never  brought  into  a  court  of  justice,  and  we  believe  that  the  jury  would  not  have 
awarded  even  the  sum  of  five  pounds  to  the  plaintiff,  if  the. production  of  a  squib,  which 
appeared  the  day  before  the  trial  in  this  Journal,  as  a  piece  of  evidence  in  support  of 
the  plaintiff's  case,  had  not  been,  upon  technical  grounds,  objected  to.  The  weakness 
of  a  cause,  which  required  the  aid  of  the  paragraph  in  question,  by  way  of  make-weight 
to  the  charge  against  us,  could  scarcely  have  failed  to  strike  the  jury,  had  the  reading 
of  the  squib,  as  evidence,  been  acquiesced  in.  As  it  was,  tbe  passage  technically 
objected  to,  was,  in  point  of  fact,  read,  and  probably  made  an  erroneous  impression  on 
the  minds  of  the  jury. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  action,  commenced  against  The  Lancet  by  Mr. 
Gitthris,  was  abandoned,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  pages  of  this  Journal.  The  secret 
lustory  of  the  transactions  connected  with  that  action,  is  now  matter  of  record ;  and 
we  may  truly  say,  that  a  more  unjustifiable  attempt  to  obtain  a  verdict  per  fas  et  nej'at 
against  a  Public  Journal,  was  never  yet  detected  and  exposed.  The  history  of  these 
transactions  is  pregnant  with  instruction  to  juries,  whose  duty  it  may  hereafter  be  to 
protect  the  press  against  similar  attempts  to  convert  the  law  into  an  instrument  of  in- 
justice and  oppression.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  Mr.  Guthrie  commenced  legal 
proceedings  against  The  Lancet,  with  the  full  consciousness  that  he  had  no  more  cause 
cf  action  against  us  than  against  his  own  colleague— that  he  continued  those  proceedings ; 
under  the  persuasion  that  he  should  be  able  to  suppress  the  testimony  of  that  colleague 
—and  that  he  only  abandoned  them  at  the  twelfth  hour,  upon  finding  that  his  colleague 
refused  to  tamper  with  his  oath,  and  co-operate  in  a  conspiracy  against  this  Journal. 

The  recovery  of  damages,  in  an  action  against  a  hospital  surgeon,  who  mistook  a 
piece  of  flint,  at  the  distance  of  more  than  one  inch  from  his  patient's  entire  patella,  for 
a  portion  of  that  patella,  was  an  event  of  no  light  importance,  as  the  result  of  this  trial 
proved  that  the  prestige  of  nominal  distinctions  was  at  an  end,  and  that  the  attempt  of 
six  hospital  surgeons  to  secure  their  colleague  from  the  consequences  of  his  incapacity, 
wa3  justly  appreciated  by  an  intelligent  and  discriminating  jury.  For  the  comments 
which  we  felt  it  our  duty  to  make  on  this  case,  we  were  threatened  with  an  action  by 
Mr.  Stanley  ;  but  thai  gentleman,  either  in  tenderness  to  us  or  to  himself,  forbore  to 
carry  his  threat  into  execution. 

Of  the  action  now  pending  against  us,  for  our  report  of  the  extraordinary  case  of 
lithotomy  at  Guy's  Hospital,  in  which  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  extracted  the  stone  at  the 
end  of  fifty-five  minutes — the  average  minimum  of  time  in  which  this  operation  is  per- 
formed by  akilful  surgeons  being  five  or  six  minutes — we  shall  only  say  that  we  have 
put  a  Justification  of  the  Truth  of  the  alleged  libel  upon  the  record. 
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The  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  on  Anatomy  furnitbea  satisfactory 
evidence  of  the  utility  of  the  discussions  which  hare  been  carried  on  through  the 
medium  of  a  free  medical  press  ;  and  even  the  enemies  of  this  Journal  roust  concede  to 
us  the  credit  of  having  zealously  urged  the  expediency  of  those  measures  which  are 
now  recommended  to  the  adoption  of  the  Legislature*  The  spirit  in  which  the  late 
inquiry  waa  conducted  augurs  well  for  the  cause  of  medical  reform  ;  and  the  recom- 
mendation with  which  the  Committee  closed  its  report  may  be  regarded  as  a  first  Btep 
towards  the  attainment  of  that  most  desirable  object.  Let  surgical  reformers — and  in 
this  designation  is  comprehended  the  great  body  of  the  profession — be  on  the  alert  to 
take  the  field,  and  be  assured  that,  though  political  events  have  for  awhile  retarded, 
nothing  can  prevent  the  ultimate,  and  even  the  speedy,  accomplishment  of  their  wishes. 
Lest  the  recent  election  of  Mr.  Lawrence  to  a  teat  in  the  Council  should  have  raised 
a  doubt  in  any  quarter,  whether  that  gen  -  Jinan  still  remains  staunch  to  the  cause,  we 
take,  this  opportunity  of  assuring  the  profession  that  when  the  members  of  the  College  shall 
again  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  Parliament  for  a  reform  of  abuses,  Mr. 
Lawrence  will  again  be  found  at  his  post,  ready,  as  he  has  ever  been,  to  prove  himself 
the  firm  and  enlightened  advocate  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  his  professional  brethren. 

From  the  outset  of  this  publication,  one  of  the  objects  of  which  we  have  never  lost 
sight  has  been  to  promote  the  interests  of  medical  pupils.  We  have  endeavoured  to 
protect  tbem  against  the.  cupidity,  the  injustice,  and  the  negligence  of  their  privileged 
teachers;  and  we  have,  on  some  occasions,  endeavoured  to  protect  them  againat  the 
consequences  of  their  own  thoughtlessness  and  inexperience.  Nor  can  it  be  denied 
that  our  efforts  have  been,  in  some  degree,  successful,  if  the  manner  in  which  medical 
pupils  were  commonly  treated,  five  years  ago,  be  contrasted  with  the  influence  which 
they  now  possess,  and  the  comparative  attention  which  they  now  receive  at  the  hands 
of  their  instructors.  Pupils  may  be  assured  that  the  remedy  of  many  of  the  grievances 
of  which  they  have  still  reason  to  complain  lies  in  their  own  hands. 

We  shall  call  the  attention  of  our  readers,  at  an  early  period,  to  the  abuses  which 
result  from  the  extent  to  which  the  out-patient  system  at  our  public  hospitals  and 
dispensaries  has  been  carried,  and  to  the  ruinous  influence  which  that  system  has  on 
the  interests  of  the  great  body  of  medical  practitioners. 

Before  concluding  these  observations,  we  must  revert  to  a  subject  which  concerns 
ourselveB.  There  is  no  charge  which  has  been  more  frequently  brought  against  this 
publication  by  those  who  are  interested  in  upholding  existing  abuses,  and  who  seek, 
therefore,  to  depreciate  the  character  of  a  Journal  which  they  have  long  felt  as  a  thorn 
in  their  sides,  than  that  we  have  dishonourably  appropriated  the  labours  of  medical 
teachers  to  our  own  profit,  without  the  consent  of  those  teachers,  and  even  in  spite  of 
their  remonstrances  against  the  publication  of  their  lectures.  This  charge  has  been 
so  often,  and  so  confidently  made,  that  we  doubt  not  there  are  many  persons,  who, 
however  otherwise  disposed  to  think  well  of  this  publication,  believe  that  we  have  not 
only  published  Mr.  Abernethy's  Lectures  without  his  consent,  but  that  in  many,  or 
most,  of  the  instaoces  in  which  courses  of  lectures  have  been  published  in  Tns  Lancet, 
tlie  consent  of  the  Lecturers  has  not  been  obtained.  We  shall  insert  the  charge  in  the 
lauguage  of  one  of  our  calumniators,  and  we  shall  be  content  to  forfeit  that  influence 
which  has  rendered  us  the  objects  of  so  much  Blander  and  misrepresentation,  if  the 
answer  we  shall  give  to  it,  be  not  such  as  must  for  ever  silence  our  enemies,  if  they 
have  the  smallest  regard  for  decency  or  truth. 
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"  A  few  years  ago,"  says  Roderick  Macleod,  "  a  set  of  literary  plunderers  broke 
in  on  the  peace  and  quiet  of  our  profession.  Lecturers  who  had  spent  their  lives  io 
collecting  knowledge,  arranging  it  for  communication,  and  acquiring  the  difficult  art  of 
oral  instruction,  saw  the  produce  of  their  lives  suddenly  snatched  from  them,  and  pub- 
lished for  the  profit  of  others,  with  the  additional  mortification  of  finding  what  they  had 
Uken  so  much  pains  with,  disfigured  by  bad  English,  and  ridiculous  or  mischievous 
blunders." 

It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  remind  our  readers  of  the  distinction  which  we  have 
always  recognised  between  the  situation  of  a  public  teacher  and  that  of  a  private  one, 
or  of  the  principle  upon  which  we  claimed  the  right  of  publishing  the  Lectures  of  Mr. 
Abernetuy.  The  Lectures  ef  private  teachers,  which  we  acknowledge  to  be  private 
property,  we  have  never  published,  as  we  shall  presently  show,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Lecturers  ;  but  the  Lectures  of  public  medical  teachers,  delivered  within  the 
walls  of  public  hospitals,  stand,  as  we  have  uniformly  contended,  upon  a  totally  diffe- 
rent footing.  We  maintained  this  point  fearlessly  and  manfully  against  Mr.  Aber- 
nethy  in  a  Court  of  Equity,  and  the  issue  of  the  contest  was,  that  the  injunction 
which  that  Gentleman  obtained  against  the  publication  of  his  Lectures  was  finally 
dissolved  by  the  Lord  Chancellor.  So  much  for  Mr.  Abernethy's  Lectures.  Sir 
Astley  Cooper's  Lectures  come  within  the  principle  on  which  we  relied  in  our  con- 
test with  Mr.  Abebnetuy  ;  but  Sir  Astley  Cooper  cannot,  at  any  rate,  be  one  of 
those  who  has  been  plundered  of  his  literary  property,  for  Sir  Astley  Cooper  gavo 
his  express  consent  to  the  publication  of  his  Lectures.  The  Lectures  of  Dr.  Blundell 
on  Midwifery,  though  delivered  within  the  walls  of  Guy's  Hospital,  we  did  not  con- 
sider as  public  Lectures  three  years  sgo,  because,  at  that  time,  no  certificates  of  at- 
tendance on  Courses  of  Midwifery  were  required  by  the  Colleges  or  the  Universities. 
We  applied,  therefore,  for  permission  to  publish  them,  which  was  not  at  that  time 
conceded.  Subsequently  certificates  of  attendance  on  courses  of  Midwifery  have  been 
required,  and  Dr.  Blundell  has  not  only  not  withheld  his  consent  from  the  publica- 
tion of  his  Lectures  in  this  Journal,  but,  as  they  were  to  go  before  the  public, 
has  added  to  their  value  by  a  revision  of  the  proof  sheets.  Dr.  A  rmstrong's  Lectures 
on  the  Theory  snd  Practice  of  Medicine,  were  published  in  consequence  of  the 
intimation  of  one  of  his  pupils,  that  the  Lecturer  would  not  offer  any  objection. 
Dr.  Armstrong  did,  however,  after  the  appearance  of  the  first  Lecture,  object  to 
the  principle  of  publishing  private  Lectures,  in  which  objection  we  acquiesced ;  but 
having  expressed  his  opinion,  he  added,  that  he  should  leave  the  matter  entirely  to 
ourselves.  We  urged  the  ground  of  public  utility — and  as  he  found  that  the  pupils 
were  desirous  of  possessing  his  Lectures,  he  afterwards  consented  to  their  publica- 
tion, and  acknowledged  their  accuracy.  Mr.  Alcock's  Lectures  on  some  Practical  points 
of  Surgery,  were  published  with  his  consent,  and  the  proof  sheets  were  revised  by  him. 
Mr.  Lawrence's  Lectures  on  the  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Diseases  of  the  Eye  were 
published  with  his  consent,  and  the  proof  sheets  were  revised  by  him.  Dr.  Clctter- 
buck's  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic  were  published  with  his  consent, 
and  the  proof  sheets  were  also  revised  by  him.  Dr.  Spurziieim's  Lectures  on  Phreno- 
logy in  like  manner  appeared  with  the  consent,  and  underwent  the  revision  of  the  Lec- 
turer. The  Lectures  of  Mr.  Brands  on  Cbemistry,  and  those  of  Dr.  Haslam  on  the 
Intellectual  Composition  of  Man,  were  also  published  with  the  express  cousent  of  the 
Lecturers.  All  these  facts  we  hove  had  the  permission  and  authority  of  the  several 
Lecturers  to  state,  from  the  periods  at  which  their  respective  Courses  were  completed, 
as  distinctly  as  we  now  state  them ;  hut  we  have  hitherto  disdained  to  give  this  con- 
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elusive  answer  to  the  calamities  of  our  enemies,  and  we  have  now,  once  for  all,  adopted 
this  course,  in  order  that  such  calumnies,  if  they  be  again  repeated,  may  be  as  much 
contemned  in  all  other  quarters,  as  they  hare  been  uniformly  contemned  by  ourselves. 
We  may  further  state,  that  so  fax  hare  we  been  from  the  imputed  necessity  of  seeking 
to  obtain  Lectures  by  indirect  or  dishonourable  raeaus,  that  our  difficulty,  on  the  con- 
trary, has  been  to  deal  with  the  numerous  applications  which  have  been  made  to  us  for 
the  publication  of  Lectures,  and  to  appease  teachers,  to  whose  urgent  solicitations  wo 
have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  yield* 

That  nothing  may  be  left  unanswered  in  the  above-cited  charge,  we  proceed  to  that 
part  of  it  in  which  we  are  accused  of  distorting  the  style,  and  misrepresenting  the 
meaning  of  the  different  Lecturers.  It  is  evident,  from  the  statement  which  we  hare 
just  made,  that  the  only  Lecturers  who  could,  by  possibility,  be  injured  in  this  way, 
were  Sir  Astley  Cooper  and  Mr.  Abernethy,  inasmuch  as  all  the  other  gentlemen 
to  whom  the  paragraph  could  apply  in  point  of  time,  have  actually  either  acknow- 
ledged their  accuracy  or  revised  the  proof-sheets  of  their  own  Lectures.  Let  ua 
examine,  then,  the  ground  of  this  heavy  accusation,  as  it  applies  to  the  two  sup- 
posed suflerera ;  and,  first,  as  it  respects  Sir  Astley  Cooper.  To  all  who  know 
the  worthy  Baronet,  whose  non -professional  education  has,  truth  to  say,  been  a 
little  neglected,  it  might  appear  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  charge  to  auggeat,  that 
his  English  was  not  likely  to  suffer  much  from  the  necessary  repairs  bestowed 
upon  it  in  the  Reports  of  The  Lancet,  But  we  have  a  atronger  argument  for  our 
▼indication.  Although  Sir  Astley  Cooper  did  not  revise  the  proof  sheets  of  our 
Reports,  he  has  revised  the  «xdum*ty  genuine  edition  of  bis  Lectures,  published 
by  his  nephew  Mr.  Tyrrell.  Now  this  exclusively  genuine  edition,  put  forth  by  the 
real  Simon  Pore,  ia  so  faithful  a  transcript  of  our  Reports,  that  even  the  typographi- 
cal errors  of  our  early  editions  have  been  retained  in  it ;  nay,  passages  which,  from  cir- 
cumstances we  have  formerly  explained,  Sir  Astlry  Cooper  never  uttered,  have  also 
been  faithfully  retained  in  the  exclusively  genuine  edition  pubiiahed  by  his  nephew.'  So 
much  for  the  wrongs  sustained  by  Sir  Astlsy  Cooper,  as  touching  the  felicities  of  hia 
style,  and  the  faithful  representation  of  hia  meaning.  Now  for  Mr.  Abernethy.  As 
regards  this  gentleman,  we  have,  if  possible,  a  more  conclusive  answer  to  the  charge 
than  in  the  case  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper.  The  worthy  Baronet  has,  in  a  letter  prefixed  to 
Simon's  exclusively  genuine  edition  of  his  Lectures,  borne  testimony  to  the  accuracy  of 
our  reports.  Bat  Mr.  Abernethy  has  gone  further ;  for  he  has  actually  sworn  to  "  the 
minute  fidelity"  with  which  his  Lectures  were  reported  in  this  Journal.  We  refer  our 
readers  to  the  affidavit  which  he  made  on  applying  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  an 
injunction  against  The  Lancet,^  and  we  ahall  merely  add,  that  as  the  faet  of  "  minitf 
fidelity"  was  sworn  to  on  the  one  hand,  and  admitted  on  the  other,  we  were  precluded, 
in  the  argument,  from  taking  any  advantage  of  the  difficulty  which  Mr.  Abernethy 
would  otherwise  have  had  in  proving  that  Lectures  not  committed  to  writing  were, 
iptissimis  verbis,  the  Lectures  which  appeared  in  our  publication. 


•  Had  the  charge  been,  that  our  Reporter,  or  Printer,  had  put  bad  French  into  the 
mouth  of  the  worthy  Baronet,  it  might,  we  believe,  in  one  or  two  inatances,  have  been 
substantiated.  Hotel  de  Dieu,  we  remember  was,  by  some  inadvertence,  printed  in  one 
of  Sir  Astley 's  Lectures;  but  this  error  was  faithfully  copied  by  Simon  Pure  iiito  the 
exclusively  genuine  edition  of  his  uncle's  Lectures, 
t  See  The  Lancet,  vol.  v.,  page  368. 
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We  feel  satisfied  that  our  readers  Trill  now  be  of  opioion  tbat  we  have  given  a  most 
complete  and  conclusive  answer  to  the  oalumnies  and  an  founded  charges  which  have 
been  directed  against  the  character  of  this  Journal.  We  hare  shown  that,  although  we 
maintain  the  right  of  publishing  the  Lectures  of  public  hospital  teachers,  yet,  in  every 
instance,  save  one,  wherein  a  course  of  Lectures,  whether  public  or  private,  has  been 
published  in  this  Journal,  it  has  been  published  with  the  consent  of  the  lecturer.  In 
the  excepted  instance,  we  boldly  maintained,  and  finally  established,  in  a  court  of 
equity,  the  principle  for  which  we  contended,  as  far  as  tbat  principle  could  be  estab- 
lished by  the  retreat  of  our  adversary,  and  the  dissolution  of  the  injunction  which  he 
had  obtained  against  us.  With  this  exception,  for  which  we  take  credit  to  ourselves 
for  the  exertions  we  made  in  vindication  of  the  freedom  of  the  medical  press,  in  what 
respect  has  our  practice  of  publishing  Lectures  differed  from  that  of  our  imitators')  We 
have  published  Lectures  with  the  consent  of  the  lecturers,  and  our  imitators  have  done 
the  same  thing. 

With  regard  to  hospital  reports,  these,  let  it  be  remembered,  were  equally  denounced 
by  our  enemies,  when  we  first  set  the  example  of  publishing  them.  The  times,  how- 
ever,  are  changed,  and  hospital  reports  are  now  recognised  by  all,  except  those  func- 
tionaries who,  by  reason  of  their  imbecility,  have  cause  to  dread  them,  as  an  integral 
portion  of  the  stock  of  public  information.  But  there  is  this  material  difference  between 
the  hospital  reports  published  in  this  Journal,  and  those  which  have  been  recently  put 
forth  by  our  imitators,  that  the  latter  have  been  supplied  by  the  functionaries  them- 
selves, who  have  a  manifest  interest  in  suppressing  whatever  facta  may  be  unfavourable 
to  their  reputation ;  whereas,  our  interest  as  clearly  lies  in  giving  a  faithful  and  impar- 
tial detail  of  facts,  whether  favourable  or  unfavourable  to  the  hospital  surgeons.  In 
Trance,  as  m  this  country,  where  an  attempt  haa  been  lately  made  to  give  currency  to 
reports  furnished  by  hospital  functionaries  themselves,  it  is  well  known  to  the  pro- 
fi  ssion,  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  fidelity  of  the  Reporters.  As  men,  who 
pay  themselves  without  a  check  on  their  liberal  propensities,  are  seldom  parsimonious, 
so  surgeons,  who  report  their  own  cases,  are  as  generous  as  Bbodib,  when  their  own 
dexterity  is  to  be  recorded,  and  as  little  disposed  to  be  communicative  on  the  subject 
of  their  hallucinations  and  mishaps. 

One  word  with  respect  to  the  increased  circulation  of  The  Lancet,  a  substantial 
test,  undoubtedly,  of  the  estimation  in  which  our  Journal  is  held  by  the  profession  and 
by  the  public.  We  believe  that  we  shall  rather  raise  the  envy  than  the  incredulity  of 
one  of  oar  contemporaries,  who  has  expressed  an  anxiety  to  be  informed  on  this  sub- 
ject, when  we  state,  that  our  circulation  during  the  last  twelvemonth  has  far  exceeded 
that  of  any  preceding  year.  We  should,  indeed,  deserve  the  derision  to  which  our 
contemporary  has'exposed  himself,  if  we  had  recourse  to  an  Alderman  to  hear  us  make 
a  voluntary  affidavit  to  this  fact ;  but  we  will  point  out  a  way  in  which  our  enemies 
may,  if  they  think  proper,  obtain  evidence  of  the  amount  of  our  increased  circulation, 
under  a  sanction  not  liable  to  the  suspicion  which  attaches  to  a  nugatory  ceremony. 
They  may  elicit  this  information  from  our  witnesses  in  the  forthcoming  trial  between 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  and  The  Lancet.  The  great  increase  which  has  recently  taken 
,  place  in  our  circulation,  is  obviously  to  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  contrast.  The 
claims  of  this  Journal  to  public  confidence  and  approbation  have  been  placed  in  a 
stronger  light  by  the  imbecility  of  our  opponents  and  imitators. 
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The  first  course  of  Lectures  dedicated  to 
the  medical  classes  of  this  Institution,  was 
commenced  on  Wednesday  last,  by  Mr. 
Charles  Bell,  the  Professor  of  physiology 
and  surgery.  He  prefaced  his  Lecture  with 
the  following  speech.  The  theatre,  which 
ig  capable  of  containing  nearly  one  thou- 
sand persons,  was  crowded  in  every  part. 
Gentlemen, — It  will  somewhat  diminish  the 
oppressive  nature  of  my  duty  to-day,  if  you 
will  permit  me  to  say,  that  although  I  have 
the  honour  of  first  appearing  before  you, — 
a  circumstance  accidental, — I  speak  my-  in- 
dividual sentiments  only,  as  your  Professor 
of  physiology  and  surgery. 

The  munificent  arrangements  made  for 
science  and  education,  and  the  numerous 
audience  now  assembled,  must  not  lead  me 
for  a  moment  to  assume  that  the  labour  of 
the  Professors  will  be  light  or  easy.  The 
task  which  awaits  us  is  a  very  difficult  one  ; 
we  must  win  our  way  to  public  confidence, 
as  if  our  professional  exertions  were  but 
commencing. 

The  success  of  the  University  will  depend 
on  the  relation  established  betwixt  the 
teacher  and  the  pupil';  the  devotion  of  the 
one  to  the  interests  of  science  and  to  the 
instruction  of  youth  ;  and  the  gratitude  of 
the  other  for  tne  highest  benefit  that  can  be 
received — the  improvement  of  his  mind  and 
the  acquisition  of  a  profession  :  through  the 
improvement  of  his  mind,  incalculable  in- 
crease of  happiness,  and,  by  the  acquisition 
of  a  profession,  the  best  security  for  inde- 
pendence that  the  condition  of  society  ad- 
mits.— (Applause.) 

If  I  value  highly  the  influence  of  this 
great  establishment,  it  is  because  I  have 
been  long  engaged  in  teaching,  and  have 
experienced  all  the  difficulties  of  forming  a 
medical  school.  For  obvious  reasons,  Lon- 
don must  continue  to  be  the  principal  school 
of  medicine  ;  but  whilst  there  are  many  fa- 
vourable circumstances,  there  are  also  many 
unfavourable,  to  regular  study;  and  it  is 
now  to  be  demonstrated  that  it  is  possible 
to  retain  that  which  is  favourable,  and  to 
avoid  the  defects. 

In  colleges,  such  as  have  been  instituted 
in  former  ages,  the  Professors  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  independence  and  seclusion, 
and  are  removed  from  the  distraction  of  our 
busy  world.  It  is  otherwise  in  London. 
Here  professional  men  are  differently  situ- 
ated) and  more  activity  is  requisite,  perhaps 
of  a  different  kind,  less  contemplative  or 
theoretical— more  practical;  and,  to  main- 
tain a  distinguished  place,  unceasing  exer- 
tion is  necessary.  They  are  on  an  acclivity, 
or  rather  in  a  rushing  stream,  where  they 
will  be  carried  down,  if  they  do  not  endea- 
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vour  to  ascend.  In  the  coarse  of  thirty 
years  I  have  seen  the  establishment  of  many 
schools  attempted  ;  but  it  has  always  hap- 
pened, that  the  temptation  of  following  a 
lucrative  practice,  has  far  outweighed  the 
desire  of  reputation  to  be  gained  by  teach- 
ing  ;  and,  consequently,  just  when  the  Pro- 
fessor became  useful  by  the  knowledge  he 
was  capable  of  communicating,  he  baa  with- 
drawn himself :  and  so  the  situation  of  a 
medical  teacher,  instead  of  being  the  high- 
est, and  entitling  him  who  holds  it  to  be 
consulted  in  cases  of  difficulty, — as  being 
of  the  seniors  of  his  profession,  one  who 
has  withstood  petty  solicitations,  and  has 
maturely  studied  as  well  as  practised, — it  is 
merely  looked  upon  as  a  situation  introduc- 
tory to  business  ;  one  of  expectancy,  and  , 
to  be  occupied  in  rapid  succession  by  young 
and  inexperienced  men.  Let  us  hope  that, 
instead  of  this  rapid  succession,  this  Uni- 
versity may  be  able  to  raise  the  Professors 
of  science  to  higher  consideration,  induce 
men  of  talents  to  prepare  themselves  for 
teaching,  and  to  continue  their  public  la- 
bours to  a  later  period  of  life. 

With  respect  to  our  students,  the  defects 
in  their  mode  of  education  are  acknowledged 
on  all  hands :  they  are  at  once  engaged  in 
medical  studies,  without  adequate  prepara- 
tion of  the  mind ;  that  is  to  say,  without 
having  acquired  the  habit  of  attention  to  a 
course  of  reasoning ;  nor  are  they  acquaint- 
ed with  those  sciences  which  are  really  ne- 
cessary to  prepare  them  for  comprehending 
the  elements  of  their  own  profession.  But 
in  this  place  this  is  probably  the  last  time 
they  will  be  unprepared,  for  example,  for 
such  subjects  as  we  must  touch  on  to-day. 
In  future  they  will  come  here  to  apply  the 
principles  they  have  acquired  in  the  other 
class  rooms  to  a  new  and  more  useful  science* 

Another  disadvantage  of  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting our  medical  schools,  has  arisen  from 
the  too  numerous  engagements  of  the  heads 
of  schools,  and  a  want  of  the  necessary  di- 
vision of  labour.  In  consequence  of  this, 
there  is  no  one  to  take  an  interest  in  the 
student's  welfare— to  recommend  regula- 
rity— to  observe  his  character — to  notice 
his  moral  or  religious  conduct.  Ia  short, 
there  can  be  no  condition  more  solitary  and 
neglected  than  that  of  a  young  man,  who 
has  come  to  London  to  pursue  his  studies, 
until  he  form  his  own  society  ;  and  thus, 
without  a  guide,  he  makes  the  first  and 
most  difficult  step  in  life, — that  which  may 
give  a  colour  to  all  his  future  objects.  How 
different  his  condition  here !  Instead  of 
the  unnoticed  privacy  of  his  chamber,  where 
there  is  nothing  to  give  him  the  hope  of 
distinction  through  study,  or  to  gild  his 
prospects— and  how  prone  is  genius  to  be 
distrustful  of  itself,  and  to  add  gloom  to 
poverty  and  solitude ;  here  he  is  watched 
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with  solicitude,  not  by  his  Professors  only, 
bat  by  those  able  and  willing  to  raise  him  to 
the  distinction  he  shall  deserve;  men  of 
extensive  influence,  who  have  given  abun- 
dant proofs  of  their  desire  to  display  the 
fair  rewards  of  virtue,  to  foster  genius,  and 
to  open  the  prospects  of  the  unfriended 
student.  (Cheers.) 

There  is  a  character  that  attaches  to  our 
medical  students,  which  well  deserves  the 
consideration  of  all  who  desire  their  im- 
provement. Besides  the  pleasure  and  the 
independence  of  mind  which  a  young  man 
finds  resulting  from  habits  of  study,  there  is 
something  peculiar  in  the  character  of  the 
medical  student. 

His  occupations  lead  him  off  from  autho- 
rity at  an  immature  and  dangerous  time  of 
life.   The  purtuit  of  experimental  philoso- 
phy, and  the  history  of  those  sciences  to 
which  he  is  now  introduced,  tend  to  give 
him  a  mean  opinion  of  the  efforts  of  indivi- 
duals, and  to  beget  a  suspicion  of  any  thing 
like  authoritative  language.    His  mind  sud- 
denly illuminated,  and  feeling  all  the  de- 
lights which  arise  from  the  contemplation  of 
nature,  and  the  cultivation  of  science,  if  you 
love  him  and  value  hia  permanent  good, 
touch  with  extreme  delicacy  upon  his  reli- 
gious opinions.   The  man  of  classical  ac- 
complishments only  has  lost  his  influence 
upon  him,  and  hence  arises  a  jealousy  in 
many  pious  and  learned  men  of  the  culti- 
vators of  philosophy.    They  find,  they 
scarcely  know  how,  that  the  youth  have 
escaped  from  their  controul.   To  our  stu- 
dents, books  are  no  longer  talismans  and 
spells ;  they  have  no  respect  for  antiquity, 
and  names  have  no  authority  with  them. 
Taught  to  surrender  their  judgment  to  ex- 
periment only,  can  we  be  surprised  that 
they  require  to  be  reasoned  with?  and  to 
have  the  example  before  them  of  men 
highly  informed  in  those  departments  of 
knowledge  which  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
considering  the  test  of  intellectual  emi- 
nence 1 

In  classical  learning, — that  is,  in  works 
of  imagination, — the  ancients  must  have  an- 
ticipated all  the  most  natural  and  obvious 
allusions,  and  in  simplicity,  force,  and 
beauty,  far  surpass  the  moderns.  But  in 
physical  science,  the  course  of  discovery  is 
progressive  and  expanding,  and  the  facts 
discovered  daily  are  more  and  more  inte- 
resting and  important.  The  consequence  is 
naturally  this :  the  student  of  the  former 
are  more  amenable  to  authority  :  they  look 
back  on  ancient  times  as  being  worthy  of  all 
admiration,  whilst  the  student  of  the  latter 
class  is  conscious  that  he  knows  a  great  deal 
more  than  the  most  ingenious  or  inquisitive 
of  those  who  lived  a  hundred  years  before 
him,  and  considers  them  as  having  lived  in 
the  childhood  of  the  world. 


I  do  not  speak  of  this  condition  of  mind  in 
oar  students  as  an  advantage,  but  merely  as 
a  too  natural  consequence  of  their  mode  of 
education.  As  an  advocate  for  that  body  of 
men  with  whom  1  have  been  ao  long  con- 
nected, 1  ask,  if  we  shall  not  find  clergymen 
who,  animated  by  a  zeal  for  religion,  will  fit 
themselves  to  become  guides  to  this  im- 
portant class — by  acquiring  another  claim 
upon  their  attention,  besides  the  authority 
in  which  they  are  already  clothed,  and  who 
shall  maintain  their  superiority  by  the  ex- 
tent of  their  scientific  acquirements,  being 
such  as  can  be  best  appreciated  by  these 
young  men. 

If  religious  duties  have,  in  the  early  part 
of  life,  been  taught  with  parental  affection— 
if  the  voluntary  labours  of  some  of  our  pro- 
fessors extend  these  lessons  in  a  manner 
suited  to  the  growing  capacity  of  our  stu- 
dents— if  our  students  hsve  a  place  of  pub- 
lic worship,  and  if,  on  such  occasions,  they 
are  under  the  eye  of  those  by  whom  they 
have  been  instructed  during  the  week, 
there  is,  in  this  respect,  incalculable  im- 
provement in  their  condition. 

When  the  indifference  with  which  young 
men  are  apt  to  look  on  this  subject  shall  have 
given  place  to  experience  and  mature  re- 
flection,—when  they  shall  have  learned  the 
importance  of  right  principles  and  just 
modes  of  thinking,  and  look  back  with 
'  gratitude  to  the  examples  they  have  had  in 
this  place,— then  may  the  University  be 
said  to  be  established ;  for  its  establishment 
must  ultimately  depend  on  the  character  of 
those  educated  in  it,  and  their  influence  on 
society.  At  present,  whilst  this  beautiful 
edifice  is  incomplete,  and  the  labours  of  the 
workmen  are  only  suspended,  and  clamour 
is  excited,  it  requires  some  exertion  of  the 
mind  to  rid  us  of  the  influence  of  these  press- 
ing circumstances,  and  fully  to  anticipate 
and  appreciate  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  this  College,  and  not  from  this  College 
only,  hut  from  others  formed  after  its  exam- 
ple, by  the  exertions  of  those  who,  although 
they  may  not  have  had  the  genius  to  con- 
ceive the  plan,  yet  may  have  the  virtue  to 
imitate  it.   (Great  applause.) 

There  is  only  one  more  reflection  which  I 
shall  venture  to  express — great  advantage 
and  satisfaction  result  from  a  combination  of 
learned  men,  each  active  in  his  own  sphere, 
whilst  all  combine  for  the  greater  object ;  and 
what  so  laudable  and  inspiring  as  the  im- 
provement of  science  and  literature  !  (for  [ 
deem  the  right  teaching  any  department  of 
science  the  Burest  way  of  improving  it).  But, 
however  much  men  feel  the  advantage  and 
necessity  of  such  combinations,  they  seldom 
combine,  unless  drawn  together  by  the  tie 
of  some  regular  establishment. 
One  happy  effect  of  this  is,  the  uninter- 
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rap  led  progress  of  science ;  for,  hitherto, 
thost*  who  hare  taught  in  our  aclioob,  hate 
had  successors  to  their  places,  without  sao- 
cessors  to  their  information  or  their  opinions. 
Too  often,  those  who  succeed,  attempt  to 
depreciate  the  labours  of  their  predecessors ; 
but  where  the  professors  are  united,  this 
cannot  take  place.  The  opinion  and  the 
modes  of  teaching  are  appreciated  and  re- 
membered when  the  individual  ia  lost,  and 
the  course  of  improvement  rolls  on  un- 
broken from  one  age  to  another,  la  Uni- 
versities, a  posthumous  reputation  supplies 
the  interval  after  the  losa  of  a  great  man, 
till  new  men  of  authority  arise.  In  the 
general  bodj  the  excellence,  whatever  it 
may  be,  ia  perpetuated,  because  the  society 
is  permanent,  and  not  fluctuating  with  the 
students. 

This  mutual  aid,  this  common  interest, 
these  high  abjects,  I  trust,  will  unite  us  in 
the  most  friendly  intercourse,  and  will  be  a 
lasting  source  of  gratification  and  advantage. 

[The  Professor  now  entered  into  a 
long  disquisition,  with  a  view  of  removing 
the  mistaken  notion  of  the  young  student, 
that  there  is  an  irregularity,  not  a  complete 
adaptation  of  all  the  different  parts  one  to 
another,  in  the  human  system,  adverting 
particularly  to  the  circulation  of  the  blood, 
which  he  demonstrated  by  the  laws  of  hy- 
draulics; but  time  did  not  permit  him  to 
descant  upon  it  to  the  extent  he  wished.] 
He  concluded  thus  :  — 

I  must  interrupt  this  inquiry  for  the  pre- 
sent, but  I  mean  to  extend  my  examples  in 
a  future  Lecture,  and  to  go  generally  into 
the  subject,  that  I  may  at  last  have ,  as  it  | 
were,  the  privilege  and  the  pleasure  of 
drawing  you  to  the  conclusion,  that  what 
appears  irregular  and  accidental  in  the  hu- 
man frame,  arises  from  our  ignorance  ;  for 
when  we  approach  the  inquiry  with  humi- 
lity and  due  diligence,  the  proofs  of  design 
and  order  multiply  in  proportion  to  the 
knowledge  we  possess,  and  as  the  subject 
rises  in  interest,  wo  are  borne  away  in  ad- 
miration ;  and  here  let  me  say,  gentlemen, 
that  admiration  is  involuntary  praise.  (Loud 
applause.) 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Lecture,  the 
warden  announced  that  the  whole  of  the 
University  was  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  persons  present. 

Among  the  many  judicious  arrangements 
which  have  been  made  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  pupils,  is  one  which  will  obviate 
some  of  rite  objections  that  have  been  raised 
against  the  institution.  The  lower  part  of 
the  building  has  been  fitted  up  as  a  refresh- 
ment room,  in  which  the  students  may  be 
supplied,  at  a  very  moderate  rate,  with 
dinners,  breakfasts,  and  other  refreshments. 
Any  thing  like  an  approach  to  luxury  has 
been  wisely  avoided,  but  all  that  is 
sary  and  conveuient  is  furnished. 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 


ON  TUB  CONDITION  or  THE  BLOOD  AND  TUB 
VESSELS  IN  INFLAMMATION.* 

The  numerous  experiments  of  Haller  and 
Spallanxani,  and  the  more  recent  ones  of 
Doellinger,  Thomson,  and  Hasiings,  might 
seem  to  have  completely  exhausted  the  in- 
formation to  be  derived  from  the  use  of  the 
microscope,  with  regard  to  the  phenomena 
of  inflammation  ;  it  appears,  however,  from 
Dr.  Kaltenbrenner's  most  elaborate  work, 
that  this  is  by  no  means  the  case  ;  his  ob- 
servations, in  some  respects  only,  confirm 
those  of  his  predecessors ;  hot  in  others 
evidently  lead  to  contrary  results. 

Our  author  has  chosen  for  his  observa- 
tions the  organs  of  animals  of  three  different 
classes  :  the  tail  of  the  cobitis  fosailis,  the 
web  of  the  frog's  foot,  the  lungs  of  the  frog 
and  salamander,  the  mesentery  and  liver  of 
the  frog,  the  mesentery,  liver,  and  mucous 
intestinal  membrane  of  the  rat  and  rabbit, 
and  the  spleen  of  the  mouse.  The  means 
by  which  inflammation  was  excited  in  these 
organs,  were  also  very  various ;  incision, 
contusion,  and  puncture  ;  laceration,  pres- 
sure, burning,  cold,  and  heat ;  exposure  of 
the  intestines  to  air,  water,  and  different 
gases  ;  hunger  and  poisons  ;  especially  aub- 
limate,  ammonia,  alcohol,  opium,  and  the 
muriatea  of  soda  and  ammonia,  were  suc- 
cessfully employed  for  this  purpose.  The 
action  of  these  different  means  on  the 
living  body,  produced  infinite  modifications 
in  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  in  the 
vessels ;  all  which,  considered  under  a  cer- 
tain point  of  view,  the  aothor  is  led  to  re- 
gard as  being  founded  on  one  and  the  same 
organic  process. 

After  death,  the  arteries  are  found  emptr, 
the  blood  having  entirelv  passed  into  the 
veins ;  this  phenomenon  was  well  known  to 
Haller,  and  he  observed  it  very  accurately 
in  the  mesentery  of  the  frog.  The  auc- 
cessive  changes  which,  by  means  of  the 
microscope,  ore  seen  in  an  organ  at  the  mo- 
ment of  its  being  deprived  of  life,  are  the 
following  :  on  the  approach  of  d'eath,  the 
column  of  blood  in  the  arteries  gradually 
diminishes  in  size,  till,  at  last,  the  vessela 
contain  only  half  of  the  usual  quantity  ;  the 
stream  is  uninterrupted,  rapid,  and  without 
any  visible  pulsations,  which,  however,  may 
be  observed  after  some  time,  corresponding 
with  those  of  the  heart,  and  gradually  be- 
coming more  and  more  distinct;  at  last. 


*  Experiments  circa  atatum  sanguinis  et 
vasorum  in  inflammatione,  aort.  J.  kulten- 
brenner>  M.D.,  and  Mageudie's  Journal. 
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however,  they  become  unequal  and  indis- 
tinct, and,  at  the  same  time,  the  column  of 
blood  decreases,  till  it  disappears  entirely ; 
the  arteries  are  now  quite  empty,  and 
organic  life  is  extinct.  Whilst  the  arterial 
stream  is  uninterrupted,  no  disturbance  is 
observed  in  the  veins ;  but  as  soon  ns  the 
arterial  circulation  becomes  unequal  and 
irregular,  the  blood  is  accumulated  in  the 
veins  ;  and  from  the  moment  that  no  more 
blood  is  carried  into  them,  that  which  they 
contain  stagnates  entirely,  retaining  how- 
ever, for  some  time,  an  undulatory  motion, 
passing  into  the  branches,  and  then  return- 
ing again;  these  undulations  gradually  di- 
minish, and  become  reduced  to  smaller 
limits ;  the  globules  of  the  blood  are  con- 
glomerated, all  spontaneous  motion  ceases, 
and  the  mechanical  laws  determine  its  fur- 
ther direction.  This  undulation  of  the  ve- 
nous blood  is  observed  not  only  in  dying 
animals,  but  also  in  parts  divided  from  the 
living  body,  and  in  those  which,  by  a  very 
tight  ligature,  have  been  separated  from  the 
By  stem.  In  these  cases,  the  arteries  are 
emptied  as  toon  as  they  receive  no  more 
blcod ;  the  fluid  of  the  capillary  vessels, 
from  this  moment,  is  thrown  into  undula- 
tions, which  press  the  blood  towards  the 
veins,  and,  lastly,  terminates  in  complete 
stagnation.  This  fact  is  a  decisive  proof, 
that  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  smaller 
arteries,  and  especially  in  the  capillary 
system  and  veins,  is,  in  some  degree,  inde- 
pendent of  the  action  of  the  heart. 

It  is  a  general  opinion,  that  after  death 
the  blood  is  equally  distributed  to  all  the 
organs  of  the  body,  unless  any  of  them  had 
been  the  seat  of  inflammation ;  this  is  not 
the  case :  in  the  extremities,  the  serous 
membranes,  the  longs,  &o.,  the  blood  re- 
tires from  the  capillary  system  into  the 
larger  veins;  in  other  organs,  as,  for  in- 
stance, in  the  spleen  and  liver,  the  capillary 
vessels  do  not  completely  empty  themselves. 
It  is  very  interesting  to  observe  that  in 
fishes,  the  blood  of  the  smaller  vessels  is 
not  emptied  into  the  veins,  but  that  from 
the  moment  when  the  circulation  is  arrested, 
it  is  infiltrated  into  the  cellular  tissue,  where 
it  is  found  in  reddish  masses ;  a  fact,  which 
can  only  be  accounted  for,  by  assuming  that 
these  small  vessels  are  canals  without  proper 
perietes.  In  the  liver  of  the  frog,  the  same 
appears  to  take  place,  but  not  in  that  of  the 
rabbit,  which,  after  death,  ia  found  most 
beautifully  injected. 

M.  Kaftenbranner  endeavoured  to  dis- 
tinguish the  red  and  white  substance,  which 
some  anatomists  say  they  have  discovered 
in  the  structure  of  the  liver;  but  having 
never  succeeded,  he  doubts  the  existence  of 
these  two  substances,  and  accounts  for  the 
error  of  these  anatomists  in  the  following 
:  the  small  acini  which  compose 


the  substance  of  the  liver  are  surrounded 
by  a  net-work  of  veins,  in  which  the  blood 
stagnates  after  death  ;  when  seen  by  the 
naked  eye,  the  circumference  of  the  acini 
appears  of  a  red,  and  their  centre  of  a  light 
colour  ;  but  under  the  microscope,  this  cen- 
tre is  found  to  consist  of  a  very  dense  vascu- 
lar net-work,  from  which  the  veins  of  the 
circumference  arise ;  according  to  the 
greater  or  smaller  quantity  of  blood  accu- 
mulated in  the  liver,  the  centre  of  the  acini 
appears  of  a  pale  red,  or  dark-red  colour. 

In  the  spleen,  the  small  vessels  undergo 
a  very  singular  change  at  the  moment  of 
death.  During  life,  the  distribution  of  the 
vessels  in  this  organ  is  very  similar  to  that 
in  the  substance  of  the  lirer  ;  after  death, 
the  same  phenomenon  takes  place  as  iu  the 
capillary  system  of  fishes  ;  the  smaller  arte- 
ries and  veins,  and  the  capillary  vessels, 
emit  their  blood  into  the  cellular  tissue, 
where  it  is  found  in  red  masses  ;  the  larger 
arteries  and  veins  only  retain  their  blood, 
of  which,  in  the  smaller  vessels,  no  trace 
can  be  discovered ;  this  accounts  for  the 
general  opinion  that,  in  the  spleen,  tho 
arterial  blood  is  poured  iuto  cells,  from 
which  it  is  taken  up  by  the  veins  ;  at  the 
same  time,  it  explains  why  all  attempts  to 
inject  the  arteiies  of  the  spleen  from  the 
veins  ha*e  failed.  Whoever  has  examined 
the  edges  of  the  spleen  of  the  mouse  under 
a  microscope,  will  be  convinced  tbat  after 
death  the  blood  of  the  capillary  system  is 
infiltrated  into  the  parenchymatous  tissue, 
but  he  will  never,  during  life,  observe  its 
emission  into  cells. 

On  examining,  after  death,  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  small  intestines,  it  appears, 
even  to  the  naked  eye,  that  a  small  portion 
of  the  blood  is  retained  in  the  capillary 
vessels,  the  rest  being  carried  into  the 
larger  veins. 

The  changes  which  the  circulation  of  in- 
flamed ports'  undergoes  after  death,  is  very 
different  from  those  observable  in  healthy 
organs.  The  blood  is  conveyed  from  all 
parts  with  accelerated  motion,  towards  the 
centre  of  inflammation  ;  the  arterial  is  not 
changed  into  venous  blood,  and  itscoagula- 
tory  power  is  much  increased.  If  in  this  state 
death  takes  place,  the  column  of  blood  iu 
the  surrounding  vessels  diminishes  in  sixe, 
and  the  blood  accumulates  in  the  inflamed 
part,  so  that  at  last  the  peripheric  vessels 
are  perfectly  emptied  ;  at  this  moment  the 
circulation  ceases,  but  for  a  considerable 
time  afterwards  undulations  are  visible,  by 
which  the  blood  is  gradually  carried  towards 
the  centre  of  intiammatiou,  and  which  in- 
sensibly terminate  in  stagnation.  This  mo- 
tion, subsequent  to  the  death  of  the  animal, 
is  also  observed  in  the  newly-formed  ves- 
sels. In  a  lesser  degree  of  inflammation, 
the  blood  is  only  accelerated  in  its  motion, 
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and  does  not  approach  to  a  complete  ataais  ; 
the  centripetal  undulations  are  also  viaible, 
but  ultimately  the  blood  ia  carried  into  the 
veins.  In  such  cases  the  inflamed  parte  ex- 
hibit hardly  any  redness  after  death. 

It  appears,  that  in  some  organs,  inflam- 
mation is  more  disposed  to  form  the  inflam- 
matory centres  described  above,  than  in 
others ;  in  the  latter  division,  to  which  the 
serous  membranes  seem  especially  to  be- 
long,  exudation  is  most  frequently  observed. 
If  cold  water  is  injected  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity,  inflammation  is  soon  excited,  and 
quickly  followed  by  exudation  ;  the  afflux 
of  blood  is  so  violent,  as  to  make  the  mem- 
brane appear  like  a  net-work  of  injected 
vessels  ;  from  the  moment  that  life  ceases, 
the  blood  gradually  leaves  them,  and  is  com- 
pletely poured  into  the  veins,  so  that,  after 
death,  but  very  slight  traces  of  the  preced- 
ing inflammation  can  be  perceived. 

The  abdomen  of  an  animal  being  opened, 
or  its  intestines  and  mesentery  being  drawn 
out,  the  contact  of  atmospheric  air  soon 
causes  inflammation,  which  increases  very 
rapidly  in  the  mesentery,  but  slowly  in  the 
intestines.    When,  however,  it  has  arrived 
at  a  certain  pitch  in  the  latter,  it  auddenly 
diminishes  in  the  former,  and  gradually  sub- 
sides, till  at  last  its  vessels  are  emptied, 
and  the  inflammation  ia  confined  to  the  in- 
testines alone.  The  same  phenomenon  takes 
place  if  the  mesentery  is  first  irritated,  and 
the  intestine  is  afterwards  exposed  to  any  ex- 
citing cause.    It  seems,  then,  that  inflam- 
mation is  much  more  readily  excited  in  the 
serous  membranes,  than  in  the  organs  which 
they  envelop,  but  that  it  subsides  very  ra- 
pidly, and  in  the  same  proportion,  as  it  in- 
creases in  the  intestines.   The  tissue  of  the 
lungs  appears  also  to  be  little  disposed  to 
form  inflammatory  centres,  while  in  the 
liver  the  contrary  obtains.    The  circulation 
of  the  latter  organ  is,  even  in  the  state  of 
health,  very  slow  and  favourable  to  consi- 
derable accumulation  of  blood  j  in  inflam- 
mation, it  is  first  accelerated,  but  gradually 
retarded,  and,  lastly,  a  complete  stagnation 
takes  place.   The  same  is  observed  in  in- 
flammation of  the  spleen. 

Violent  inflammation  of  the  mucous  in- 
testinal membrane,  often  leaves  no  traces 
whatever;  the  blood  with  which,  during 
life,  the  capillary  vessels  were  gorged,  is, 
after  death,  so  completely  conveyed  into  the 
veins,  as  to  render  this  membrane  almost  as 
pale  aa  in  its  healthy  state ;  thia  ia  even 
most  striking  in  the  most  acute  inflammation, 
so  that  in  this  respect,  the  mucous  are  ap- 
parently very  similar  to  the  serous  mem- 
branes. 

We  need  hardly  observe,  that  these  ob- 
servations  ought  to  make  us  very  cautious 
in  determining,  by  post-mortem  examina- 


tions, whether  any  of  these  organa  have, 
during  life,  been  the  seat  of  inflammation. 

When  the  capillary  veaaela  are  wounded, 
scarcely  any  extravasation  appears  to  take 

place,  only  a  few  globules  escape,  and  the 
circulation  through  the  wounded  veaaela  ia 
not  at  all  disturbed,  but  continues  as  be- 
fore. If  very  small  arteries  are  divided,  the 
haemorrhage  ia  also  very  trifling;  but  the 
blood  ceases  to  circulate  through  the  wound- 
ed vessels,  and  paBst  b  entirely  into  the  ar- 
terial branch  next  above  the  division.  When 
a  larger  artery  ia  divided,  a  considerable 
haeraorrhoge-  ensues  from  the  two  ends,  and 
the  blood  of  the  neighbouring  arteries  is 
seen  moving  towards  the  wound  as  towards 
a  centre;  after  some  time,  an  undulatory 
motion  is  observed  in  the  ends  of  the  arte- 
ries, so  Uiat  at  one  moment  the  blood  moves 
towards  the  point  of  division,  and,  in  the 
next,  returns  into  the  vessel ;  these  undu- 
lations gradually  decrease,  till  the  move- 
ment of  the  blood  towarda  the  divided  ex- 
tremitiea  ceases  entirely,  the  blood  being 
carried  through  the  next  arterial  branchea. 

We  atrongly  recommend  to  our  readers 
an  attentive  perusal  of  Dr.  Kaltenbrenner's 
work,  and  seriously  regret,  that  want  of 
apace  preventa  our  giving  more  than  a  very 
imperfect  abridgment  of  it. 


CASES  OP  INTERMITTENT  FEVER,  IN  WHICH 
BLEEDINO  WAS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  COLD 
STAOE. 

By  John  Mackintosh,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 
the  Practice  of  Physic,  %c,  in  Edinburgh, 

Cask  1. — James  Ward  —  admitted  into 
Royal  Ordnance  Hospital,  in  November 
13*3. 

Has  suffered  several  attacks  of  intermit- 
tent annually,  since  the  year  1809,  when 
he  served  in  the  expedition  to  Walcheren. 
Of  late  his  indispositions  were  long,  and  left 
him  more  and  more  debilitated.  Several  of 
my  pupils  wotched  this  man  closely  for 
some  time,  with  a  view  to  bleed  him  in  the 
cold  stage,  but  they  were  not  fortunate 
enough  to  arrive  in  time ;  they  bled  him 
twice,  however,  in  the  hot  fit,  from  the 
severity  of  the  symptoms,  and  with  con- 
siderable temporary  relief,  but  without 
preventing  or  mitigating  the  violence  of  the 
subsequent  paroxysms.  Some  time  after- 
wards, in  the  presence  of  Drs.  Lucas  and 
Hobinson,  two  of  mf  pupils,  now  in  the 
Ordnance  Medical  Department,  I  bled  him 
from  a  vein  in  the  arm,  during  the  cold 
stage  j  it  was  very  severe  j  the  rigours  were 
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violent,  and  the  tense  of  coldness  insup- 
portable. He  complained  much  of  his  head 
and  loins  ;  his  face  was  of  a  livid  colour, 
and  the  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva  turgid 
with  blood.  Pulse  100  or  105,  and  op- 
pressed ;  breathing  short  and  anxious,  and, 
to  use  his  own  expression,  he  felt  "  a  heavy 
load  about  his  heart."  When  the  vein  was 
opened,  the  blood  trickled  slowly  from  the 
wound,  but  it  soon  came  in  a  jet.  By  the 
time  eight  ounces  were  taken,  the  rigours 
ceased,  and  he  expressed  great  surprise  at 
the  suddenness  of  the  relief;  when  twelve 
ounces  were  abstracted,  he  was  free  from 
all  complaint,  and  his  skin  had  a  comfort- 
able moist  feel.  He  enjoyed  a  good  night ; 
be  bad  no  return  of  the  intermittent ;  and 
his  recovery  was  rapid. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this  man 
daily  for  some  months  afterwards,  and  his 
constant  tale  was,  that  he  "  had  not  felt  so 
well,  or  so  much  of  a  man,"  since  he  went 
to  Walcheren.  The  ouly  remedies  used 
after  the  bleeding  were  laxatives  and  infu- 
sion of  quassia. 

Case  2.— James  Aitchison,  aged  S3,  had 
had  repeated  attacks  of  ague.  Was  seized 
with  severe  rigours  when  on  the  top  of  the 
Carlisle  mail,  travelling  to  Edinburgh.  The 
paroxysm  was  evidently  produced  by  expo- 
sure in  bad  weather,  first  to  rain,  aud  then 
to  a  keen  frost,  with  wet  clothes.  When 
I  visited  him  in  hospital,  he  had  laboured 
under  the  rigours  for  no  less  a  period  than 
twenty-six  hours,— in  truth,  it  was  the 
most  severe  cold  stage  I  had  ever  seen  in 
any  country ;  he  had  severe  pain  in  the 
head,  back,  and  loina ;  oppression  at  prse- 
cordia.  Warm  drinks,  stimulants,  and  hot 
applications  had  been  employed,  without 
benefit.  The  agitation  of  his  body  was  so 
great  that  it  shook  the  very  bedstead  on 
which  he  lay,  and  threatened  to  terminate 
in  convulsions.  Tongue  loaded,  hut  moist ; 
breathing  hurried  and  laborious ;  pulse  65, 
oppressed ;  skin  not  below  the  natural 
standard  over  the  trunk,  but  all  his  extre- 
mities were  cold,  and  he  complained  of  a 
sensation  of  extreme  coldness.  Fortunately, 
I  made  a  good  orifice,  which  is  not  always 
easily  done  from  the  tremors,  and  the  blood 
flowed  in  a  good  stream  ;  twelve  ounces 
were  abstracted  in  three  minutes,  with  very 
trifling  relief,  except  to  his  breathing ;  but 
during  the  flow  of  the  second  pound,  he 
became  more  and  more  easy,  and  the  rigour 
ceased  completely.  This  pound  was  ab- 
stracted in  two  minutes;  the  arm  was  tied 
up  on  the  approach  of  syncope,  from  which, 
however,  he  soon  recovered.  He  lay  quite 
easy ;  his  body,  and  even  the  extremities, 
became  of  a  proper  temperature  ;  and  his 
skin  felt  moist ;  the  pulse  rose  from  65  to 
106  j  he  passed  a  good  night ;  had  several  J 
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stools  during  the  next  twenty-four  hours  ; 
was  found  peifectly  easy  next  day.  On  the 
following  day  he  was  convalescent,  looked 
well,  and  asked  for  more  food,  and  had  no 
return  of  the  disease. 

Cask  3. — Thomas  Bullock,  a  strong 
healthy  young  mau,  reports  that  he  had  had 
the  disease  in  the  tertian  form  for  twelve 
days.  Attributes  it  to  exposure  to  cold, 
when  on  sentry,  in  the  arsenal  at  Woolwich. 
He  was  in  the  sweating  stage  when  brought 
into  the  hospital  on  the  4th  March,  1826. 

6.  Had  a  severe  rigour,  followed  by  in* 
tense  reaction  ;  was  found  sweating  at  the 
hour  of  visit ;  no  stool. 

8.  Cold  fit  came  on  at  three  a.m.  After 
it  had  continued  half  an  hour,  and  was  well 
formed,  his  pulse  beating  84,  and  oppress- 
ed* a  vein  was  opened  in  the  arm  by  Mr. 
Marshall,  (one  of  my  most  zealous  pupils, 
now  assistant-surgeon  of  the  87th  Regt.,) 
in  the  presence  of  several  other  gentlemen. 
When  fifteen  ounces  of  blood  were  ab- 
stracted, the  rigour  ceased  ;  the  pain  of  head 
and  loins,  and  the  oppression  at  praecordia 
vanished  ;  the  breathing  became  natural ; 
the  pulse  rose  to  95  ;  in  half  an  hour  after 
the  operation,  said  he  felt  quite  well ;  no 
hot  fit  followed ;  a  very  gentle  moisture  ap- 
peared on  the  surface,  but  there  was  no 
sweating  stage  ;  pulse  95. 

10.  Says  be  feels  quite  well,  and  free  from 
that  anxiety  and  oppression  which  has  af- 
fected him  from  the  time  he  caught  cold  at 
Woolwich  ;  is  able  to  be  out  of  bed  and 
dressed ;  appetite  improved.  He  escaped 
for  eight  days. 

18.  Was  again  attacked  with  rigours  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  visit.  He  is 
now  in  a  severe  well-formed  coid  fit ;  breath- 
ing hurried  and  laborious ;  the  whole  body 
is  in  a  tremour  ;  tongue  rather  loaded ; 
passed  a  bad  night;  pulse  120,  oppressed. 
Attributes  this  paroxysm  to  cold  when  in 
the  privy.  A  vein  was  opened  in  the  arm, 
and  fourteen  ounces  of  blood  were  abstract- 
ed before  the  fit  was  subdued ;  there  was  no 
tendency  to  syncope;  pulse  110,  full,  and 
of  good  strength.  No  hot  stage  ;  no  sweat- 
ing stage  followed. 

19.  Yesterday,  for  some  time  after  the 
bleeding,  he  appeared  free  from  all  com- 
pluiut;  but  towards  evening  was  attacked 
with  violent  headach  and  pain  in  the  belly. 
Blood  was  again  taken  from  the  same  ori- 
fice, to  the  amount  of  twelve  ounces,  with 
complete  relief,  since  which  he  has  been 
easy  and  slept  well ;  bowels  slow. 

20.  Slight  chill  this  morning,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  cut  short  by  a  warm  driuk  ; 
no  fever  followed  ;  passed  a  good  night ; 
bowels  not  moved. 

22.  Had  a  slight  sensation  of  cold  this 
morning,  but  there  was  no  hot  stage  ;  says 
he  feels  quite  well  j  bowels  slow. 
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23,  24,  tnd  25.  Reports  that  he  went  on 
improving. 

26.  Say*  he  doe»  not  feel  so  well ;  but 
there  has  been  no  tendency  to  rigour ; 
bowels  bound. 

31.  He  went  on  improving  in  health, 
and  without  any  return  of  the  disease  till 
this  day.  He  was  fouud,  at  the  time  of 
visit,  in  the  hot  sta^e,  which  is  scarcely 
perceptible,  after  having  experienced  a 
slight  rigour,  which  lasted  for  twenty  mi- 
nutes ;  tongue  white  and  loaded. 

April  2.  Had  a  severe  rigour  at  ten  a.m., 
which  was  followed  by  fever  and  the  sweat- 
jug  stage  ;  at  two  p.m.  he  was  found  quite 
free  from  complaint.  His  health  went  on 
improving  gradually  till  the  2.'>tb,  when  he 
was  discharged  the  hospital  cured. 

The  same  individual  reported  himself  sick 
on  50th  May  following,  snd  was  taken  into 
hospital,  after  a  severe  paroxysm  of  inter- 
mittent ;  states,  that  since  his  discharge, 
his  health  had  been  very  good,  and  his 
strength  increasing,  but  that  he  has  had 
three  slight  rigours ;  his  appearance,  how- 
ever, is  much  imptoved. 

31.  Says  he  expects  the  paroxysm  to- 
morrow morning  at  nine  o'clock ;  bowelB 
regular ;  appetite  good.  He  was  ordered 
to  take  three  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine 
every  half  hour,  commencing  three  hours 
before  the  expected  time  of  attack. 

June  1.  He  took  six  doses  of  the  quinine ; 
escaped  the  paroxysm  ;  had  no  return  after- 
wards, and  was  discharged  on  the  4th. 

Cask  4— Robert  Smith,  a  stout  man, 
whose  health  had  formerly  suffered  from  a 
residence  in  a  warm  climate,  states,  that 
he  had  had  an  intermittent  fever  five  years 
ago,  when  stationed  at  Woolwich,  hut  has 
not  had  a  return  of  the  disease  till  now ; 
was  taken  into  hospital  on  7th  March  1826, 
labouring  under  febrile  action,  which  he 
said  came  on  after  a  severe  rigour ;  the 
febrile  symptoms  continued  with  disturbed 
sleep  till  the  13th  day,  with  little  variation. 
He  was  then  seized  with  a  severe  rigour, 
attended  by  sensations  more  than  usually 
distressing  ;  above  all  he  complained  acutely 
of  his  head.  He  was  bled  during  the  cold 
stage  to  twelve  ounces,  when  the  tremours 
and  the  other  symptoms  ceased  at  once  ; 
he  soon  alter  fell  into  a  profound  sleep,  his 
skin  having  a  gentle  moisture  j  there  was 
no  hot  stage. 

14.  Slept  well,  and  feels  free  from  all 
complaint. 

15.  Sli«ht  chill,  but  no  subsequent  py- 
rexia ;  no  appetite  ;  bowels  freely  moved 
by  a  dose  of  salts ;  tongue  loaded ;  pulse 
natural. 

16.  Had  a  cold  sweat  during  the  night ; 
no  return  of  paroxysm  }  says  he  feels  bet- 


ter, and  has  some  appetite  ;  pulse  natural ; 
tongue  less  loaded. 

17  and  18.  Improving;  half  diet. 

19.  Had  another  cold  perspiration  in  the 
night,  but  says  he  feels  well ;  bowels  rather 
slow. 

20.  Complained  of  severe  headach  yes- 
terday afternoon,  attended  with  some  fe- 
brile action  ;  says  he  is  now  better  j  appe- 
tite improving. 

21.  Slight  chill,  which  continued  for 
nearly  an  hour,  attended  with  griping,  but 
no  febrile  action  followed  ;  bowels  regular. 

22.  Had  a  severe  rigour  this  morning, 
attended  with  difficulty  of  breathing,  op- 
pression at  prjecordia;  pain  in  back  and 
loins,  and  severe  pain  in  the  head.  At  the 
visit,  was  found  in  the  hot  stage,  complain- 
ing much  of  headach ;  tongue  loaded  ;  puke 
130 ;  bowels  open  j  cold  water  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  head. 

23.  The  headach  bas  continued  violently 
since  the  commencement  of  the  cold  fit 
yesterday  ;  cold  applications  produced  tem- 
porary relief  only. 

Jtpplicentur  hirudines  xii.  tapili.  Habeat 
pulier em  laxontem  stathn. 

24.  Leeches  relieved  the  head  ;  had  ano- 
ther paroxysm  this  morning. 

25.  Passed  a  bad  night ;  no  headach* 
Habeat  tinct.  opii  git.  xix.  h.  $. 

26.  27,  28.  Same  report,  "  doing  well;" 
bowels  regular. 

29.  Says  he  feels  pretty  well,  bat  that 
he  has  occssional  beadachs. 

30  and  31.  Had  slight  paroxysms  each 
day,  with  some  headuch  ;  pulse  not  higher 
than  96. 

April  I.  Another  paroxysm,  with  severe 
headach,  after  a  bad  restless  night. 

Capillitio  abiaso  applicentur  hirudines,  xx. 
Rtpetotur  pubis  Lxans. 

2.  Experienced  another  paroxysm  at  half 
past  nine  this  morning  j  still  complains, 
although  he  is  perspiring,  of  oppression  st 
prsecordia,  difficulty  in  inflating  the  lungs, 
and  headach ;  had  a  restless  night ;  sixteen 
of  the  leeches  only  fastened ;  they  bled 
well,  relieving  his  head  for  the  time. 

Jpplicentur  hirudines  xii.  capiti,  et  repetatur 
pulvit  laxans. 

Feels  better ;  no  paroxysm ;  bad  a  bad 
night,  during  the  whole  of  which  the  per- 
spiration continued;  leeches  bled  well,  and 
relieved  the  head  completely. 

From  this  time  to  the  8th  he  gradually 
improved,  having  had,  however,  a  slight 
paroxysm  on  the  4th,  6th,  and  8th.  Next 
day  he  began  the  use  of  the  quinine  in  rive- 
grain  doses,  and  suffered  no  return.  He 
took  in  all  116  grains,  and  he  was  dis- 
charged cured  on  the  24th. 

Cast.  b. — William  Macauley  was  admitted 
into""  the   Royal  Ordnance  Hospital  on 
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Wednesday,  31st  of  May,  labouring  under 
a  severe  hot  fit,  attended  with  the  usual 
symptoms,  great  headach,  severe  pain  in 
the  back,  loins,  and  limbs  ;  great  oppression 
of  pnecord'iB,  extreme  heat,  thirst,  and  gene- 
ral uneasiness ;  tongue  loaded  ;  pulse  hur- 
ried. This  stage  lasted  for  five  hours  before 
perspiration  appeared. 

This  was  the  second  paroxysm,  -with  a 
day  intervening. 

June  1.  Had  no  sleep  daring  the  night, 
hut  feels  pretty  well  to-day  ;  two  stools. 

2.  Had  a  severe  cold  stage  at  two,  p.m., 
which  lasted  till  four.  He  was  visited  at 
five,  p.m.,  when  he  was  in  the  hot  fit, 
suffering  from  all  the  symptoms  formerly 
described. 

3.  The  sweating  stage  did  not  appear  last 
evening  till  eight  o'clock.  Has  had  no 
sleep  ;  two  stools ;  tongue  clean. 

4.  The  paroxysm  took  place  atone  o'clock, 
p.m.,  this  day ;  about  twelve  o'clock  the 
pulse  was  counted,  and  was  found  to  beat 
04,  and  oppressed ;  the  precursory  symp- 
toms had  just  commenced}  at  half  past 
twelve  the  pulse  was  66,  and  still  more  op- 
pressed. This  rigour  was  very  severe  ;  the 
tremours  of  his  body  shook  the  bed,  and  his 
sense  of  cold  was  insupportable,  at  the  time 
that  a  thermometer  placed  under  the  tongue 
stood  at  100.  He  complained  of  great  op- 
pression ;  pain  of  back  and  loins  ;  respira- 
tion difficult  and  hurried.  The  rigour  was 
nllowed  to  be  formed  for  ten  or  twelve 
minutes  before  a  vein  was  opened,  which 
was  effected  with  difficulty,  owing  to  the 
tremours.  He  bled  from  a  small  orifice 
until  twenty -four  ounces  were  drawn,  which 
occupied  sixteen  minutes,  when  the  rigour 
ceased,  and  all  its  unpleasant  symptoms. 

June  5.  Last  evening  he  began  to  com- 
plain of  a  severe  pain  in  the  back  and  head, 
with  thirst.  Heat  105°;  pulse  115,  but 
•oft.  Relief  soon  followed  the  exhibition  of 
forty  drops  of  laudanum  in  an  ounce  of  the 
spirit  of  mindererus ;  passed  a  good  night, 
with  much  perspiration  ;  says  he  feels  quite 
easy  to-day  ;  much  easier  than  he  has  been 
at  any  time  aince  the  first  paroxyam ; 
bowels  slow. 

Had  attacks  of  a  slight  nature  on  the  6  th, 
8th,  10th,  12th,  14th,  and  the  following  re- 
port was  made  on  the  15th.  Health  evi- 
dently improving  ;  sleeps  well ;  bowels 
regular ;  tongue  clean  and  moist ;  thirst 
diminished. 

16.  Had  a  severe  rigourat  eleven,  a.m. 
It  was  of  very  short  duration.  Considerable 
re-action  followed.  Had  two  slight  pa- 
roxysms on  the  18th  and  19th  ;  and,  on  the 
20th,  he  was  ordered  to  take  five  doses  of 
the  quiuine;  each  dose  to  consist  of  four 
grains ;  after  which,  he  had  no  return  of  the 
disease. 


Case  6. — Alexander  Clark,  a  stoat  well- 
made  young  man,  with  a  florid  complexion. 

Had  three  attacks  of  tertian  intermittent 
before  he  reported  himself  sick  ;  earns  into 
hospital  on  21st  May,  1826,  with  the  fourth 
paroxysm  upon  him.  He  was  attacked 
at  seven,  a.m.,  with  rigours;  the  fit  wns 
very  severe.  The  hot  stage  had  giveu  way 
to  the  sweating  when  I  saw  him.  He  could 
assign  no  cause,  except  that  he  had  done 
duty  at  Woolwich  a  few  months  before. 
Tongue  foul ;  fever  diet. 

23.  Was  free  from  complaint  yesterday  ; 
had  six  stools  from  the  laxative.  The 
rigour  came  on  this  morning  at  half- past 
six,  and  went  through  the  regular  stages 
with  the  usual  distressing  symptoms. 
Tongue  much  loaded;  bowels  regular;  no 
appetite  ;  urine  scanty. 

Infution  of  quaisia. 

He  experienced  severe  paroxysms  on  the 
24th  and  26th,  attended  with  headach,  and 
a  severe  pain  in  right  hypochondrium. 

28.  Rigour  came  on  at  eleven,  a.m.  Five 
minutes  after  it  was  well  formed,  a  vein  was 
opened,  but  the  operation  was  badly  per- 
formed, owing  to  the  violent  tremours ; 
twenty  ounces  of  blood  were  alowly  drawn, 
when  the  rigour  ceased,  together  with  the 
tremours,  the  difficulty  of  breathing,  the 
oppression  at  prsecordin,  and  the  headach, 
&c.  The  painful  sense  of  cold  gave  way  all 
at  once  to  a  pleasant  feeling  of  heat,  and  the 
pulse  became  natural.  The  bleeding  was 
not  carried  the  length  of  producing  syncope. 
There  was  no  hot  stage,  and  the  skin  was 
covered  with  a  gentle  moisture.  In  half  an 
hour  his  only  complaint  wns  of  slight 
nausea  ;  he  is  able  to  change  his  position  at 
pleasure,  and  feels  disposed  to  sleep. 

29.  Had  considerable  heat  of  skin  and 
thirst  yesterday  eveoing,  which  he  attributed 
to  the  pressure  of  too  many  bed-clothes  ; 
the  blankets  not  having  been  removed,  which 
he  had  caused  to  be  heaped  upon  himself  on 
the  approach  of  the  cold  stage.  Slept  well 
during  the  night;  feels  quite  easy;  no 
stool. 

30.  Had  an  exceedingly  slight  paroxysm 
at  noon  ;  slept  well  last  night ;  no  appetite ; 
had  five  evacuations  from  the  bowels. 

31.  Had  another  slight  chill  this  after- 
noon, but  there  was  no  rigour  or  hot  stoge — 
complains  of  pain  in  left  hypochondrium. 
Passed  a  good  night ;  bowels  regular  ;  con- 
siderable thirst ,  tongue  still  foul ;  pulse 
100,  very  full,  but  soft. 

Imponatur  veticalorium  parti  dolenti. 

His  general  health  and  appearance  im- 
proved rapidly  after  this  period,  but  he  con- 
tinued to  experience  daily  slight  attacks  till 
the  7th  June,  when  he  got,  thrice  a-day, 
five-grain  doses  of  the  quinine. 

June  8.  Took  the  quinine  at  eleven,  at 
one,  and  three  o'clock,  nevertheless  he  had 
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■  paroxysm  at  a  quarter  past  three,  which 
he  is  disposed  to  attribute  to  exposure  when 
asleep  between  two  open  windows ;  high 
excitement  followed  the  rigour,  which  ter- 
minated in  the  swentiug  stage. 

He  coutinued  to  take  the  quinine  on  the 
9th  and  lOtb,  and  had  no  return  of  the  dis- 
ease. He  regained  his  health  and  strength 
rapidly,  and  was  discharged  June  17th. 

Dr.  Kellie,  of  Leith,  was  present  when 
Clark  and  Macauley  were  bled ;  so  were 
several  gentlemen  who  were  attending  my 
lectures  at  the  time. 

Case  7. — Mr.  Marshall,  assistant- surgeon 
of  the  87th  regiment,  whose  name  1  have 
had  occasion  to  mention  before,  when  on  a 
visit  to  his  friends  in  the  west  of  Scotland, 
was  called  to  see  a  middle-aged  man  who 
had  aerved  in  the  army  in  a  warm  climate, 
and  who  had  suffered  most  severely  for 
some  years  from  intermittent  fever.  Every 
kind  of  remedy  had  been  tried  in  vain,  and 
he  gladly  aubmitted  to  the  treatment  of 
bleeding  in  the  cold  stage,  which  Mr.  Mar- 
shall  had  seen  ao  auccessfully  performed  in 
similar  cases.   "  On  the  6th  July,  1826," 
says  Mr.  Marshall,  *'  I  was  asked  to  visit 
this  man  for  the  first  time.    Previous  to  my 
going,  1  informed  Mr.  Staff-Surgeon  Mar- 
shall of  the  nature  of  the  case,  in  as  fur  as 
I  was  enabled  from  the  history  given  by  his 
relations.   Mr.  Marshall  recommended  a 
grain  of  opium  to  be  given  every  hour  for 
three  hours  previous  to  the  attack.  The 
shivering  commenced  regularly  about  aix  in 
the  evening.  <  The  opium  was  given  at 
three,  four,  and  five  o'clock,  p.m,  with  no 
relief.   8th.  Opium  continued  as  directed  ; 
so  relief;  bowels    opened   by  rhubarb. 
10th.  No  relief  from  the  opium.  12th.  The 
cold  fit  is  very  severe  ;  the  feet  cold  ;  heat 
of  the  superior  extremities  rather  above  the 
natural  standard,  and  moist ;  pulse  very 
small,  not  eaaily  perceived  ;  pain  of  head 
excessive  ;  great  thirst ;  pain  in  back  con- 
aiderable ;  complains  of  distressing  sense  of 
weight  at  the  praecordia.    He  solicited  me 
to  do  something  for  him,  as  he  could  not 
long  endure  the  sense  of  cold.    I  opened  a 
vein  in  the  arm  by  a  pretty  large  orifice. 
At  first  the  blood  trickled  down  the  arm, 
but  shortly  came  in  a  full  stream.  When 
ten  ounces  of  blood  bad  flowed,  the  shivering 
ceased,  and  all  the  bad  symptoms  vanished. 
Half  an  hour  after  the  bleeding,  says  he 
is  quite  well.    On  the  14th,  16th,  18th,  no 
return  of  fever."    Mr.  Marshall  assured  me 
that  he  had  had  no  return  of  the  complaint 
when  he  last  visited  him,  which  was  several 
months  after  the  bleeding,  and  that  the  cure 
seemed  to  be  as  sudden,  and  apparently  as 
permanent,  as  that  which  took  place  in 
Ward's  cose,  the  first  recorded  in  this 
paper. 


Cass  8.— George  Scott,  aged  36,  a  nafive 
of  Eyemouth,  was  seized  with  an  inter- 
mittent of  the  quartan  type  when  in  Lin- 
colnshire, in  August  last.  He  had  used  va- 
rious remedies,  and  among  the  rest  bark, 
without  relief.  The  paroxysms  have  con- 
tinued with  such  regularity,  that  he  has  not 
escaped  a  single  attack  since  the  commence- 
meat  of  the  disease.  His  health  and  strength 
have  suffered  so  much,  that  he  has  been  un- 
able to  work  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
came  to  Edinburgh,  almost  in  deapair,  to 
seek  relief.  Having  applied  to  my  friend. 
Dr.  J.  A.  Robertson,  this  patient  was  hand- 
ed over  to  me.  His  look  is  meagre  and 
emaciated ;  he  appears  the  wreck  of  a  strong 
and  active  man.  He  gave  the  above  account 
of  himself,  and  added,  that  he  has  great 
thirst  and  no  appetite,  that  he  sleeps  badlv, 
is  never  free  from  pain  in  the  back  part  of 
the  head  and  left  hypochondrium,  and  that 
he  has  become  as  weak  as  a  child ;  and  that 
his  vision  has  lately  become  impaired. 
Pulse  100,  and  weak  ;  tongue  clean;  bowels 
regular. 

On  Thursday,  28th  December,  1826,  at 
two,  p.m.,  the  rigour  commenced;  and 
when  it  had  continued  for  half  an  hour,  I 
opened  a  vein  in  the  arm,  having  placed 
him  in  the  sitting  posture  ;  his  whole  body 
was  affected  by  violent  tremours  ;  his  teeth 
chattered  ;  be  complained  of  intense  cold  ; 
dimness  of  sight ;  severe  pain  in  the  back, 
part  of  the  head,  and  in  the  left  side,  loins, 
and  inferior  extremities ;  bis  pulse  was 
weak  and  fluttering,  so  as  not  to  be  counted, 
and  the  countenance  expressed  great  suffer- 
ing. Owing  to  the  violence  of  the  tre- 
mours, a  bad  orifice  was  made  in  the  vein, 
and  the  blood  flowed  slowly.  When  about 
twelve  ounces  were  abstracted,  the  rigours 
diminished,  the  uneasy  feelings  began  to 
subside  ;  and  by  the  time  sixteen  ounces 
were  taken,  be  was  free  from  tremour  and 
pain,  and  said  he  felt  quite  well.  The 
pulse  was  now  a  good  pulse,  but  1  neglected 
to  make  a  memorandum  of  its  number  at  the 
time.  He  showed  some  tendency  to  syn- 
cope before  bis  srm  was  tied  up. 

My  friends,  Drs.  Robertson  and  Scott, 
and  Mr.  Syme,  together  with  several  other 
gentlemen,  were  present,  when  the  opera- 
tion was  performed.  He  was  again  visited 
in  an  hour,  when  he  waa  found  breathing 
naturally,  in  a  sweet  aleep.  Pulse  84,  and 
of  good  strength.  I  was  told  he  had  been 
very  faint,  and  had  vomited  immediately 
after  we  left  the  houBe. 

In  an  hour  after  last  visit  I  saw  him 
again ;  his  body  had  the  natural  heat ; 
there  was  no  perspiration ;  he  waa  still 
asleep :  pulse  80,  and  full.  He  was  roused 
after  the  pulse  was  numbered,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  exact  nature  of  hie 
feelings.  He  said  he  had  not  felt  so  free 
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from  indisposition  since  the  first  period  of  J 
the  attack,  and  that  he  had  been  long  a 
stranger  to  such  a  comfortable  refreshing 
sleep ;  took  some  gruel,  soon  fell  asleep 
again,  and  passed  an  excellent  night. 

Friday  29.  Said  he  felt  quite  well ;  was 
free  from  the  pain  of  head  and  left  hypo, 
chondrium,  and  he  thought  his  strength  im- 
proved ;  in  fact,  he  walked  to  the  dis- 
pensary by  himself ;  bowels  regular ;  tongue 
clean. 

Saturday  30.  He  came  to  the  dispensary  ; 
at  the  visiting  hour,  and  said  that  he  felt  | 
himself"  a  new  man." 

Sunday  31.  He  came  to  the  dispensary  j 
again,  and  was  seised  with  the  paroxysm  a  j 
little  after  the  hour  of  visit.    The  fit  was 
preceded  and  accompanied  by  much  slighter  ) 
pains  and  general  disturbance   than  any 
former  attack.   In  about  ten  minutes  after 
the  fit  could  be  said  to  be  well  formed,  the 
rigours  were  very  severe,  the  tremours  vio- 
lent, and  the  feeling  of  debility  was  so  over-  • 
powering,  that  he  declared  that  he  could  not 
support  himself  longer  on  a  chair ;  his } 
breathing  was  quick  and  laborious,  and  his 
teeth  chattered ;  I  tied  up  his  arm  and  i 
opened  a  vein,  and  actually  before  three 
ounce*  were  abstracted,  the  paroxysm  ceased, 
and  with  it  all  the  other  unpleasant  symp- 
toms.   Although  a  minute  before  he  had 
declared  that  he  could  not  sit  up  a  moment 
longer  from  debility,  yet  he  now  said  he 
felt  his  strength  restored*  and  bad  no  wish 
to  lie  down  ;  in  less  than  ten  minutes,  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  running  home. 
There  was  no  subsequent  beat  of  skin,  and 
no  sweating ;  his  pulse,  before  he  left  the 
dispensary,  was  86,  and  of  good  strength  ; 
whereas,  before  the  bleeding,  it  was  100, 
and  so  weak  as  scarcely  to  be  counted. 

Monday,  January  1.  1  sent  to  inquire 
how  my  patient  felt ;  the  messenger  was 
told  that  he  had  bad  a  good  night,  and  was 
out  making  merry  with  some  friends. 

On  Wednesday  he  had  a  slight  chill  with- 
out subsequent  fever  or  sweating  ;  be  after- ' 
wards  got  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  and  had 
no  more  of  the  disease. 

(To  be  continued.) 


CUPPING-GLASSES  TO  POISONED  WOUNDS. 

ft 

Dr.  Pennock,  of  Philadelphia,  has  re- 
cently instituted  a  series  of  experiments  on 
the  application  of  cupping-glasses  to  poi- 
soned wounds.  The  results  are  thus  stated  * 

"  1.  The  usual  effects  of  poisoned  wounds 
cannot  take  place  during  the  absence  of  the 
atmospheric  pressure  procured  by  the  ap- 
plication of  cupping-glasses. 

No.  266. 


"  2.  Such  application  does  not  arrest  the 
deleterious  action  of  the  poison  by  with- 
drawing it  from  the  exposed  surface.  On 
the  contrary,  the  fatal  effects  are  wholly 
prevented,  though  not  a  particle  of  the 
substance  employed  has  been  abstracted. 
In  proof  of  this,  if  a  poison  in  powder 
(strychnine  or  arsenic,  for  instance)  be 
conveyed  by  a  tube  through  a  narrow 
wound,  in  an  oblique  direction  under  the 
integuments,  to  some  distance  from  the 
opening  by  which  it  is  introduced,  and 
there  deposited,  and,  under  these  circum- 
stauces,  the  glass  be  applied  over  this  spot, 
where  the  skin  is  sound  or  unbroken,  the 
wound  being  without  the  bounds  of  the 
glass,  none  of  the  poisonous  substance  will 
be  removed,  and  yet  no  indication  of  its 
action  will  be  presented  during  the  time  of 
the  application  of  the  glass. 

"  3.  The  constitutional  symptoms,  such 
as  tetanic  convulsions,  &c,  are  arrested  by 
the  establishment  of  a  vacuum  on  the  poi- 
soned surface  ;  then,  by  removing  the  poi- 
son by  an  incision  through  the  integuments, 
the  life  of  the  animal  is  preserved. 

"  4.  When  the  cupping-glass  is  applied 
over  the  opening  made  in  the  integuments, 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  tube  con- 
taining the  poison,  and  this  is  deposited 
under  the  skin  beyond  the  circumference 
of  the  glass,  none  of  the  effects  are  mani- 
fested during  the  continuance  of  the  va- 
cuum ;  but  as  soon  as  the  cup  is  removed, 
the  action  of  the  deleterious  article  com- 
mences. 

"5.  If,  during  the  application  of  the 
cupping-glass,  placed  as  just  stated,  an 
incision  be  made  between  its  edge  and  the 
place  at  which  the  poison  has  been  lodged, 
death  will  ensue  as  speedily  as  though  the 
atmospheric  pressure  bad  not  been  removed. 

"  6.  If,  after  the  application  of  the  glass 
for  a  given  time  to  the  sound  skin  over  the 
spot  where  the  poison  has  been  deposited, 
the  glass  be  removed,  death  will  then  ensue  as 
soon  as  if  no  such  application  )ia&  been  made." 

The  practice  of  applying  cupping-glasses 
to  poisoned  wounds  is  of  very  ancient  date  : 
Celsus  expressly  recommends  it— "  Vene- 
num  extrahendum  est.  Id  cucurbitula  optirae 
facit." — (JJh.  v.)  Whilst  tranecribing  this 
article,  we  have  lying  before  us  an  old  work, 
entitled  the  "  Marrow  of  Chirurgery,"  and 
published  in  16jO,  in  which  the  author 
treats  of  the  use  of"  cups"  in  *•  venomous" 
wounds.  The  practice  is  adopted  amongst 
many  of  the  savage  tribes  who  tight  with 
poisoned  weapons. 
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THE  LANCET. 

Louden %  Saturday,  October  4,  1828. 

The  London  University  opened  on  Wed- 
nesday, under  the  most  favourable  auspices. 
Mr.  Charles  Bell,  before  commencing 
his  course  of  Physiological  Lectures,  deli- 
vered  an  Address,  which  will  be  found  in 
another  part  of  our  publication.  The  thea- 
tre, which  is  capable  of  accommodating 
about  eight  huodred  persons,  was  complete- 
ly  filled,  and  the  audience  assembled  on  this 
occasion  was  of  the  highest  respectability. 
We  shall,  in  a  future  Number,  give  some 
detail  of  the  admirable  arrangements  which 
have  been  made  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  students. 


Ever  since  the  intention  of  letters,  it 
has  been  a  rery  general  opinion  among 
men,  that  books  were  composed  with  the 
intention  of  being  read.  It  had  become 
customary,  at  a  very  early  period,  to 
establish  libraries,  where  men  might  in- 
dulge their  natural  desire  for  information. 
Private  individuals  were  so  impressed  with 
the  utility  of  tbis  practice,  that  they  expended 
large  fortunes  for  this  purpose,  while  authors 
anxiously  contended  for  the  honour  of  hav- 
ing their  works  in  places  of  public  access, 
where  they  might  be  easily  consulted.  The 
church  of  Rome  itself  was  scarcely  an  ex- 
ception to  this  general  feeling,  being  a  very 
liberal  founder  of  libraries,  as  most  of  our 
old  cathedrals  attest  by  their  magnificent 
collections.  To  the  practice  of  reading  it 
did  not  offer  any  objection,  or  oppose  any 
unnecessary  obstruction  ;  but  having  taken 
eharge  of  the  souls  of  its  spiritual  subjects, 
it  could  not,  consistently  with  its  notions  of 
their  salvation,  permit  them  to  peruse  those  | 
poisonous  productions,  whose  contents  it  | 
presumed  to  be  mortal  to  the  reader.  The 
"Index  Expurgatorius"  was,  therefore, 


ridiculously  charitable ;  but  the  Dublin  Col- 
lego  of  Surgeons  has  considerably  improved 
on  its  absurdity.   It  has  lately  enacted  a 
law,  by  which,  together  with  the  payment  of 
three  guineas,  the  candidate  for  the  honour 
of  reading  in  the  library,  is  to  be  ballotted 
for,  and  one- third,  at  least,  of  the  whole 
votes  required  to  secure  his  election.  We 
do  not  know,  or,  at  least,  we  do  not  profess 
to  understand  the  mysterious  grounds  upon 
which  the  College  adopted  tbis  singular 
by-law.    Were  this  library  founded  by  pri- 
vate subscription,  or  by  endowment,  we  do 
not  pretend  to  deny  that  the  persons  who 
bought  it  for  their  own  use,  or  the  indi- 
vidusl  who  bequeathed  his  property  for  its 
support,  would  undoubtedly  have  a  right  to 
admit  the  public  to  its  use,  under  such  re- 
strictions only  as  these  individuals  pleased 
to  impose,  no  matter  how  impolitic  or 
aiiberal  the  exercise  of  this  right  might  be. 
The  case,  however,  is  very  different  with 
the  library  of  a  Corporation,  which  owes  its 
existence  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  one  of 
its  legal  obligations,  and  which  draws  its 
support  from  s  common  corporate  /bnd. 
Here  the  diffusion  of  knowlege  is  one  of  the 
duties  which  the  law  of  charters  requires 
from  literary  or  scientific  corporations,  and 
as  a  library  is  one  of  the  principal  means 
by  which  this  doty  is  to  be  performed  ;  and 
as  all  the  members  of  that  corporation,  both 
students  and  licentiates,  contribute  some- 
thing towards  its  support,  it  is  obvious  that 
no  law  should  be  passed  by  that  body, 
which  might  directly  or  indirectly  exclude, 
without  a  sufficient  cause,  any  member  from 
the  advantages  of  such  library.    Tbat  the 
library  of  the  Dublin  College  is  a  purely 
corporate  one  we  have  tangible  proof,  in  the 
fact,  that  a  sum  is  annually  granted  for  its 
support  out  of  the  common  fund  of  the 
corporation,  which  fund  is  drawn  from  the 
fees  of  the  pupils,  as  well  as  from  the  mem- 
bers and  licentiates  of  the  College.   If  the 
library  be  not  common  property,  then  the 
individuals  alone  who  have  paid  specific 
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fees  for  its  use,  might  to-morrow  set  the 
collection  up  to  auction,  and  sell  it  to  the 
last  volume ;  while  the  College  has  grossly 
betrayed  its  own  interests,  and  the  confi- 
dence reposed  in  it,  if  it  suffered  one  of  its 
best  apartments  to  be  occupied  by  the  pro- 
perty of  individuals  over  which  it  can  exer- 
cise no  control,  and  allowed  the  example  of 
those  individuals  in  supplying  themselves 
with  a  library,  to  pass  without  imitation  for 
the  good  of  the  whole  corporation.  Con- 
sidering this  library,  therefore,  as  a  cor- 
porate one,  we  conceive  the  College  has  no 
right  to  enact  a  law,  which  might,  in  any 
manner,  deprive  either  the  student  or  the 
licentiate  of  the  advantages  of  this  library, 
to  which  both  have  contributed  a  portion  of 
its  support.  It  is  but  fair,  however,  to 
state  the  reasons  which  we  have  heard  ad- 
vanced in  favour  of  this  law  :  "  it  is  possi- 
ble," say  its  advocates,  "  that  among  the 
licentiates  of  the  College,  there  may  be 
now,  or  hereafter,  persons  who  are  not 
gentlemen ;  and  what  a  profanation  it  would 
be,  to  sit  in  company  with  an  individual, 
who,  instead  of  committing  the  contents  of 
a  volume  to  his  head,  would  summarily 
transfer  the  whole  volume  to  his  pocket,  or 
who,  perhaps,  would  be  so  basely  selfish,  as 
to  apply  the  fruits  of  his  reading  to  a  suffer- 
ing fellow  creature,  under  the  standard  rate 
of  surgical  fees  in  Dublin  ?"  The  law  was 
drawn  up  for  the  punishment  of  all  such 
high  misdemeanours  as  these  j  and  was,  we 
believe,  intended  to  be  put  in  force  against 
Mr.  Leslie,  at  the  time  of  his  expected  ad- 
mission into  the  College.  But  would  this 
law  really  accomplish  the  ends  for  which  it 
was  framed?  We  think  not;  for  it  would 
be  as  impossible  to  know  (as  it  would  be 
unjust  to  acton  the  presumption)  an  indi- 
vidual who  would  be  guilty  of  a  theft  in  a 
library,  until  he  was  detected  in  the  com- 
mission of  the  fact,  when  it  would  be  the 
proper  time  to  exclude  him,  or  to  exercise 
any  control  over  the  moral  conduct  of  the 
licentiates  of  the  College.   Such  are  the  in- 


comprehensible advantages  of  this  law  :  let 
us  look  to  the  more  probable  and  palpable 
effects  which  its  application  may  produce. 
Let  us  suppose,  for  example,  that  one  of  the 
licentiates  of  the  College  made  himself 
obnoxious  to  that  body,  by  opposing  its 
measures  ;  that  he  had  a  private  or  public 
quarrel  with  some  of  its  members ;  that  his 
religious  principles,  or  his  politics,  (by  no 
means  an  impossible  case  in  Ireland,)  were 
disagreeable  to  them ;  that,  in  short,  he  had 
offended  their  corporate  sensibility  in  any 
one  of  the  thousand  ways  in  which  he  might 
do  so ;  does  not  this  law  afford  the  most 
ample  means  of  gratifying  private  malignity, 
or  crushing  an  open  opponent?  His  name 
is  posted  up  for  the  ballot ;  his  friends  and 
himself  suspecting  no  opposition,  (for 
honesty  is  seldom  suspicious,)  stay  at 
home  ;  revenge,  whose  vigilance  never 
sleeps,  is  sure  to  be  couched  for  its  victim ; 
the  fatal  urn  is  shaken,  and  by  this  worst 
species  of  ostracism,  he  is  is  not  merely 
deprived  of  the  use  of  a  library,  but  an  in- 
jury is  inflicted  on  his  character,  the  more 
galling  to  his  feelings,  because  the  assassin's 
hand  which  inflicts  it,  is  for  ever  concealed 
from  his  view.  Let  us  but  imagine  a  case 
of  this  kind  to  occur  in  every  lustrum  of  the 
whole  existence  of  the  College,  would  not 
its  injustice  outweigh  all  the  good  which 
could  ever  be  derived  from  the  operation  of 
this  nefarious  institute,  which,  reversing 
the  properties  of  a  just  and  prudent  law,  the 
production  of  positive  good,  and  the  evasion 
of  contingent  evil,  makes  the  former  pro- 
blematic, and  the  latter  certain  ?  But  why 
should  it  be  necessary  to  argue  the  question 
in  this  manner  ?  We  can  only  answer,  that 
the  misconduct  of  the  governors  of  all  such 
institutions  have  made  this  apparently  un- 
necessary task  necessary.  There  is  scarcely 
a  library  in  these  countries,  which  the 
fashionable  spirit  of  monopoly  has  not 
fenced  round  with  some  impossible  or  in- 
convenient conditions  of  admission.  It  is 
this  "  dog  in  the  manger"  spirit  which  has 
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given  rise  to  a  pleasant  story,  told  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  of  London.  "A 
book,  which  oughtnottobe  unknown  by  any 
well-read  man,  was  once  inquired  for  in 
their  library,  by  a  person  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary cariosity  ;  the  volume  was  in  a  press 
which  was  locked,  and  after  a  very  diligent 
search,  the  key  was  found  in  a  place  where 
it  was  clearly  ascertained,  from  circum- 
stances, it  must  have  remained  undisturbed 
for  eighty  years !"  We  can  match  this 
story  by  one  in  which  we  were  ourselves 
the  principals  in  the  library  of  the  Dublin 


the  disgraceful  fame  of  the  proposer  of  this 
infamous  law ;  but  we  seriously  apprehend 
our  good  intentions  will  be  defeated,  in  de- 
claring a  Mr.  Taggart,  the  parent  of  this 
regulation,  as  the  public,  from  guiltless 
ignorance  of  his  existence,  might  well  mis- 
take the  name  for  thst  of  a  beast  or  a  fish,  a 
river  or  a  mountain,  the  only  place  where  it 
is  to  be  met  with  in  the  whole  circle  of  lite- 
rature or  science,  being  that  learned  re- 
corder of  "  time's  changes,"  and  the  licen- 
tiates of  the  Dublin  College  of  Surgeons— 
Watson's  Almanack  for  the  current  year. 


College  of  Surgeons:  "  We  were  there  By  what  process  of  reasoning  he  arrived  at 

once  on  a  visit;  the  conversation  happened  the  discovery  of  this  congenial  institute,  we 

to  turn  on  the  discoveries  of  Laennec ;  an  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  ;  unless,  perhaps, 

appeal  was  made  to  his  volume,  which  was  that  in  one  of  those  gloomy  retrospects  of 


taken  down  from  one  of  the  shelves  for 
reference ;  but,  mirabUe  dictu,  though  the 


his  life,  for  the  indulgence  of  which  his  pro- 
fessional leisure  affords  him  but  too  many 
work,  we  learned,  had  been  nearly  two  opportunities,  he  may  have  come  to  the 
years  in  the  library,  not  a  single  sheet  of  it  philanthropic  determination  of  saving 


had  yet  been  cut."  On  learning  the  regu- 
lations of  the  establishment,  and  that  Mr 


saving  others 
by  compulsion,  the  toil  of  even  that  con- 
tracted study  and  reading,  which  has  proved 


Colles,  one  of  the  principal  surgeons  of  so  unprofitable  to  himself  in  his  pursuits. 
Dublin,  was  then  ridiculing  the  invaluable  We  can,  however,  as  readily  conceive,  if 
discovery  of  Laennec,  by  representing  his  there  be  any  coincident  sympathy  between 

the  human  head  and  heart,  that  the  man 
whose  malignant  ingenuity  generated  this 
vile  ordinance,  would  be  the  first  to  sanction 
its  worst  application,  as  we  are  ready  to  be- 
lieve that  if  the  law  of  the  legislator 
Charondas  was  in  force  in  the  College  of 
Surgeons,  which  required  the  proposer  of  all 
new  laws  to  come  into  the  senate  with  a 
halter  about  his  neck,  for  the  purpose  of 
strangling  him  on  the  spot,  if  his  proposition 
was  not  approved ;  and  that  if  Mr.  Tag^art's 
fellow  niemhers  had  done  their  dutv,  he 
would  have  been  immediately  suspended  to 
one  of  the  lamp  irons  in  York  Street. 


stethoscope  as  useful  only  for  carrying  ad- 
hesive plaster,  our  surprise,  of  course, 
ceased.  But  to  preserve  books  this  year  in 
this  way,  that  they  may  be  preserved  the 
next,  and  so  on  for  ever,  is  idle  ;  it  would 
almost  be  better  to  use  them,  like  the 
Caliph  Omar,  in  heating  baths  and  ovens, 
than  not  to  use  them  at  all.  A  reasonable 
wear  and  tear  of  books  must  be  borne  with  ; 
th£y  ought  to  be  used  as  much  as  is  consist- 
ent with  their  preservation,  and  preserved 
as  much  as  is  consistent  with  a  free  and 
ample  use.  The  safer  side  to  err  upon, 
especially  with  such  works  as  may  be  re- 
placed, is  to  sin  by  too  great  a  use  of  them  ; 
for  books,  when  worn  out,  may  be  restored ; 
but  the  opportunity  of  acquiring  know- 
ledge, which  is  afforded  to  a  generation,  if 
ouce  lost,  can  never  be  redeemed.  Nothing 
is  more  valuable  than  time.  We  should 
most  willingly  be  the  means  of  circulating 


EXTIRPATION  OP  TUB  WOMB. 

Dr.  Blvndfll,  on  Wednesday  evening 
lost,  performed  the  operation  of  complete 
extirpation  of  the  womb,  on  a  lady  of 
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'  man  makes  in  contradistinction  to  all  other 
I  animals,  presume,  that  this  will  not  he  in- 
ferior, but  considerably  superior  to  our  last 
session,  of  which,  however,  I  cannot  speak 
too  highly.  And  I  do  consider  that  we  are 
highly  complimented,  when  the  medical  press 
does  os  the  honour  to  notice  our  debates. 
We  have  various  competitors.  I  hardly 
{ know  that  we  have  any  rivals ;  but  this  cir- 
cumstance, I  am  sure,  will  induce  every 
gentleman  to  the  fullest  exertion  of  his 
talent,  as  I  am  confident  every  member  must 
feel  that  esprit  de  corps,  which  constitutes 
the  patriotism  of  the  Society.  Gentlemen, 
it  is  now  open  to  the  Council  to  mention  to 
you  that  there  has  been  a  subscription 
opened  for  the  formation  of  a  catalogue — 
certainly  one  of  the  most  important  circum- 
stances that  can  attend  a  society  of  this 
kind.  As  far  as  my  own  personal  views 
have  extended,  I  have  been  constantly 
wishing  for  it.  It  has  now  got  into  a  state 
to  be  nearly  completed,  but  the  feeling 
of  its  requisition  has  not  been,  I  believe, 
correspondingly  acceded  to  by  several  of 
our  members ;  there  has  been  a  lack  of  that 
attention  to  the  means  whereby  our  cata- 
logue can  be  composed,  and  hy  which  it  is 
to  be  printed.  It  is  not  for  me  to  point  out 
any  measures,  but  merely  to  say,  that  the 
subscriptions  of  every  member  are  perfectly 
voluntary  ;  and  I  can  only  heartily  recom- 
mend, that  the  same  patriotic  feeling  which 
has  induced  many  gentlemen  to  contribute, 
may  likewise  prompt  others  to  fulfil  the 
same  duty.  I  shall  now  be  most  happy  to 
hear  anything  relating  to  the  objects  of  the 
Society.    (Much  applause.) 

The*  Miuutes  of  the  last  meeting,  held  on 
the  26th  of  May,  1828,  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. 

NtVUS— -IN-KNEE  RICKETS  — SPASMODIC 

ASTHMA. 

Mr.  Li.oyd  had  not  intended  bringing 
forward  the  subject  to-night  of  which  he 
was  about  to  speak,  nor  until  he  had  got 
more  cases  than  he  wns,  at  present,  in  pos- 
session of,  to  support  his  principle  ;  but  as 
gentlemen,  in  general,  seemed  rather  un- 
prepared, he  thought  he  might,  conditioned 
as  he  was,  usefully  call  the  attention  of  the 
Society  to  his  late  mode  n/  treating  mtvus 
materntis.    In  all  cases  lie  had  seen  or  heard 
of,  in  which  luevi  had  Wen  removed  by  the 
hiif'e,  ligature,  or  caustic,  there  had  remained 
t  a  firar  ;  but  by  the  phui  of  treatment  he  was 
■now  about  to  submit,  no  visible  defect  or 
!  mark  whatevrr  was  k  ft.    The  treatment 
:  consisted  of  injection  into  the  na-viis,  of 
diluted  nitric  add  (from  three  to  six  drops  of 
,  the  acid  to  a  drnchin  of  water;.    Care  was 
to  be  taken  that  pressure  was  made  around 
ed.    If  1  am  to  judge  from  the  former  .  the  naevus  at  the  time  of  throwing  in  the 
sessions,  I  must,  from  the  natural  progress !  fluid,  as  if  it  got  beyond  the  diseased  struc- 


Bermondsey.  The  patient  was  about  forty 
years  of  age,  had  borne  eight  children, 
and  had  been  affected  with  cancerous  dis- 
ease of  the  womb  upwards  of  twelve 
months,  during  which  time  she  suffered 
much  from  repeated  haemorrhages.  The 
operation  lasted  about  half  an  hour  ;  not 
more  than  eight  ounces  of  blood  were 
lost,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  secure 
any  vessels.  Towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  operation,  extreme  collapse  took  place, 
and  continued  for  some  time  afterwards ; 
although  the  patient  somewhat  rallied,  we 
regret  to  add,  that  she  sank  at  four  o'clock 
on  the  following  morning — a  period  of 
about  nine  hours  after  the  operation.  An 
accurate  examination  of  the  body  was  made 
on  Thursday  morning,  but  no  satisfactory 
cause  of  death  was  detected ;  there  were 
about  four  or  five  ounces  of  blood  effused 
into  the  pelvis  ;  the  bladder  and  intestines 
were  uninjured. 

The  patient  had  been  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Randell,  of  Rotherhithe;  Mr.  Morgan 
and  Mr.  Green  were  also  present  at  the 
operation. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
September  29,  1828. 

Dr.  Haslam,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  President,  after  reading  over  a  list  of 
contributions  to  the  Society  since  last  it 
met,  (among  which  was  a  copy  of  the  report 
of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Anatomy,  presented  by  Mr. 
Warburton,)  addressed  himself  iu  these 
terms : — 

Gentlemen,— Permit  me  to  say  that  I 
am  most  happy  to  see  you  reassembled  after 
the  long  interval  that  has  elapsed,  during 
which  the  Society  has  not  met  according  to 
its  usual  custom.  1  am  not  to  infer  that 
this  has  been  a  holiday  with  its  members, 
but  that  the  time  during  which  they  hove 
not  been  present  here,  has  been  successfully 
occupied  in  the  accumulation  of  their  expe- 
rience, and  in  the  ripening  of  their  re- 
flections upon  the  opiuions  they  have  form 
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ture,  it  ran  with  great  rapidity  into  the  ad* 
joining  cellular  tissue.  This  pressure  might 
be  removed  immediately,  on  withdrawing 
the  syringe.  It  was  also  requisite  to  be 
cautious,  that  the  fluid  injected  was  not  too 
strong.  He  had  never  been  able  to  permeate 
the  whole  tumour  by  a  single  injection. 
After  having  used  it  two  or  three,  and,  in 
one  case,  four  times,  the  naevus  had  entirely 
disappeared,  the  only  mark  of  what  had 
existed  or  taken  place  being  a  small  round 
aperture,  where  the  point  of  the  syringe  had 
penetrated,  and  which  he  believed,  in  a  few 
years,  would  become  wholly  obliterated. 
Only  very  little  pain  or  inflammation  had 
attended,  or  followed  the  injection.  He  had 
had  a  particular  syiinge  made  for  the  pur* 
pose  ;  but  a  lachrymal  syringe,  for  instance, 
provided  its  tube  were  enlarged,  would  do 

very  well.    Never  having  had  an  opportu- 1  or  splint,  to  be  kept  constantly  acting, 


extent  of  his  information,  as  yet,  on  the  sob- 
ject,  leaving  the  society  and  the  public  to 
regard  it  as  they  might  think  it  merited. 

The  President,  and  several  members,  ex- 
pressed themselves  highly  gratified  by  what 
tbey  bad  heard,  many  of  them  promising  to 
give  the  plan  a  fair  trial  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. 

A  Member  wished  to  know  the  best  mode 
of  treating  in-htee. 

Mr.  Lloyd  said  there  were  two  modes  of 
treatment ;  the  one,  that  of  keeping  the 
patient  constantly  off  his  feet,  (best  to  be 
effected  by  some  sharpish  probe  fastened 
through  the  soles  of  the  boots,  on  which  he 
could  not  stand,)  for  a  very  considerable 
period ;  and  the  other,  that  of  employing 
some  mechanical  apparatus,  such  as  an  iron 


nity  of  examining  a  case  of  this  sort,  soon 
after  the  injection  had  been  used,  he  had 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  precisely  into 
what  parts  the  injection  got ;  but  it  did  not 
appear  to  him,  as  seemed  to  some  of  the 
French  surgeons,  that  nsvi  were  made  up  of 
cells,  but  rather,  as  Mr.  Lawrence  had  stated, 
of  substance  resembling  the  corpus  spon- 
giosum and  corpora  cavernosa. 

Mr.  Kingdon  greeted  with  great  satis- 
faction any  thing  calculated  to  supersede 
the  operation  of  removal  by  the  knife  or 
ligature,  which  he  thought  at  all  times,  if 
possible,  ought  to  be  avoided.  He  had 
effected  cures  by  vaccination,  but  at  times 
he  had  failed.  He  had,  on  occasions, 
succeeded  by  cataplasms,  covered  with 
tartarited  antimony;  but  again,  on  others, 
failed;  and  he  should  certainly  now  give 
Mr.  Lloyd's  treatment  a  trial,  in  a  case  in 
which  ho  had  been  foiled  in  his  attempt  at 
removal  by  vaccination.  He  had  known  a 
case,  in  which  the  arm,  the  whole  of  the 
neck  and  head,  on  the  affected  side,  were 
very  much  enlarged — the  bones  greatly  in- 
creased in  size— the  ear,  the  eye,  the  inci- 
sion teeth,  and  so  on,  were  all  very  much 
larger  than  those  on  the  opposite  side — 
here  operation  could  not  be  thought  of.  The 
child  died  under  the  age  of  a  twelvemonth, 
so  that  nothing  was  ascertained  as  to  its 
state  of  intellect. 

Mr.  Lambert  took  Mr.  Lloyd's  principle 
simply  to  be  that  of  inducing  inflammation, 
though  in  a  less  degree  than  was  necessary 
to  produce  suppuration.  He  felt  sceptical 
as  to  attributing  the  curative  effect  to  ni- 
tric acid ;  he  was  disposed  to  look  upon  any 
irritative  substance  at  least  equally  calculat- 
ed to  bring  about  the  same  result. 

Mr.  Lloyd  doubted  not  that  gentlemen, 
or  that  he  himself,  might  find  out,  in  the 
course  of  time,  an  injection  equal  to,  if  not 
belter,  than  the  one  he  had  mentioned ;  at 
present  he  ouly  desired  to  communicate  the 


drawing  the  leg  in  an  opposite  direction. 

The  President  wished  to  know  whether, 
in  the  case  of  rickets,  there  was  any  truth  in 
the  prevailing  statement,  that  absorption 
of  bony  matter  took  place,  and  that  phos- 
phate of  lime  might  be  detected  in  the  urine. 

Mr.  Lloyd  considered  it  placed  beyond 
the  shadow  of  doubt,  the  fact  having  been 
proved  by  the  experimentum  crueis. 

Mr.  Lambert  inquired  whether,  in  the 
opinion  of  the   Society,  there  were  any 
instances  of  pure  spasmodic  asthma,  without 
organic  disease  "J  He  himself  believed  in  the 
existence  of  such  cast  s,  and  that  the  disease 
was  owing  to  a  spasmodic  contraction  of  the 
muscular  substance  surrounding  the  ramifi- 
cations of  the  bronchia.    He  wished  to  dis- 
tinguish this  form  of  asthma  from  those 
which  are  evidently  produced  by  structural 
derangement  of  the  lungs  themselves,  as 
bronchitis,  &c.   The  exciting  cause  of  the 
spasmodic  contraction    of   the  bronchial 
tubes,  Mr.  Lambert  considered  might  be 
remote ;  as,  for  instance,  in  tbe  heart,  or 
large  vessels.    In  two  cases  of  aneurism  of 
the  innominata  which  he  had  seen,  the  pa- 
tients had  died  suddenly,  without  any  rup- 
ture of  the  vessel,  but  apparently  from  suf- 
focation.   In  mauy  cases  of  spasmodic 
asthma,  however,  he,  (Mr.  Lambert,)  had 
failed  in  detecting  disease  of  the  heait.  Ia 
respect  to  the  treatment,  much  would  de- 
pend on  the  condition  of  the  patient.  Iu 
one  case,  where  it  was  considered  that  the 
right  *ide  of  the  heart  was  gorged  with 
black  blood,  the  patient  was  bled  to  the 
amount  of  a  few  ounces,  and  brandy  given 
at  the  same  time — the  blood  flowing  from 
the  arm  as  thick  as  treacle.    Where  there 
was  less  prostration  of  power,  great  relief 
was  obtained  by  giving  a  full  dose  of  lauda- 
num— even  a  drachm. 
Dr.  Shearman's  opinion  was  in  accord- 
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ance  with  Mr.  Lambert's.  He  deemed  a 
strong  dose  of  sether  and  opium  most  likely 
to  afford  relief. 

The  President  very  much  objected  to 
the  indefinite  terms  the  profession  bad  got 
into  the  habit  of  using. 

Mr.  Honeywood  thought  the  affection 
might  exist  without  organic  disease.  He 
had  been  attending  a  most  painful  case  of 
asthma,  which  he  had  only  been  able  to  re- 
lieve by  galvanism. 

Mr.  Iliff  mentioned  some  cases  in  which 
the  smell  of  certain  substances,  one  in  par* 
ticular,  in  which  the  smell  of  ipecacuanha 
invariably  brought  on  the  most  violent  at* 
tacks.  He  had  been  told,  that  inflating  the 
lungs  with  a  pair  of  bellows,  by  introducing 
the  nozle  into  the  mouth,  during  an  attack, 
afforded  great  relief.  He  had  not  used  this 
remedy,  but  recommended  a  trial  of  it  to  an 
old  shoemaker. 

Mr.  Lloyd  thought  the  plan  an  excellent 
one  for  speedily  blowing  a  man  up.  (Much 
laughter.)  In  his  opinion,  the  affection 
either  sprang  from  organic  disease,  or,  at  all 
events,  that  disease  existed  in  the  course  of 
the  nerves  supplying  the  organ. 


ON  AK  ENORMOUS  TUMOUR  OF  THB  THORAX, 
SUPPOSED  TO  HAVE  BEEN  EXOSTOSIS, 

Communicated  by  T.  Parker,  Jun.,  Esq., 
Woburn. 

Is  No.  215,  Vol.  I.,  1827-8,  p.  48,  of 
The  Lancet,  will  be  found  the  following 
report  from  the  *'  Hospital  or  Surgery:" 

11  Case  of  Enormous  Exostosis  of  the  Sternum. 

"  The  following  account  will  show  to 
what  a  siae  pure  exostosis  can  attain,  and 
will  likewise  exhibit  the  difference  between 
it  and  the  true  osteo-sarcomatous  enlarge- 
ment : — 

 ,  about  fifty  years  of  age,  was 

sent  to  the  Hospital  by  Dr.  Scott,  of  Barnes. 
Arising  by  a  very  broad  attachment,  from 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  sternum,  except 
the  superior  part  of  its  upper  bone,  adhering 
to  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs,  and  extending 
so  far  outwards  as  to  elevate  the  papilla;,  is 
a  very  large  osseous  tumour,  measuring 
eighteen  inches  in  circumference  ;  its  sur- 
face, which  is  smooth,  and  not  marked  by 
any  of  those  protuberances  which  were  a 
distinguishing  feature  in  the  case  of  osteo- 
sarcoma, is  evidently  composed  throughout 
of  the  same  solid  materials,  and  does  not 
afford  to  the  finger  that  feeling  of  elasticity 
which  was  experienced  in  the  other,  at  those 
places  where  the  fleshy  intermixture  ex- 
isted. The  integuments  covering  the  swell- 
ing1 are  much  stretched,  and  have  become, 
at  the  most  protuberant  point,  inflamed. — 
The  disease  is  attended  with  little  pain,  and 


is  principally  inconvenient  from  its  size  and 
weight.  His  general  health  is  in  a  very 
indifferent  state ;  he  is  dyspeptic,  subject 
to  rheumatic  attacks,  and  occasionally  suf- 
fers from  dyspnoea. 

"  The  tumour  commenced  nine  yearB  ago, 
without  any  apparent  cause,  with  general 
enlargement  of  the  sternum  at  that  surface 
where  it  is  now  attached,  which  has  gra- 
dually increased,  till  it  has  assumed  its  pre- 
sent immense  size. 

"  The  treatment  recommended  was,  great 
attention  to  the  general  health,  the  use  of 
alterative  medicine,  the  repeated  applica- 
tion of  leeches  to  the  tumour,  and  after  the 
employment  of  these  means,  the  insertion, 
at  its  base,  of  two  or  three  small  setons." 

Within  the  last  month,  I  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  making  a  post-mortem  exami- 
nation of  the  disease,  and  as  its  charac- 
ter appeared  to  possess  considerable  inte- 
rest and  instruction,  I  have  drawn  up  a 
short  account  of  the'  dissection,  which  I 
will  be  obliged  to  you  to  insert  in  the  next, 
or  any  subsequent  Number,  of  The  Lancet; 
with  the  observations  and  opinion  as  given 
at  the  time  the  patient  presented  himself 
at  the  hospital.  Unfortunately  for  surgery, 
this  case  is  strikingly  illustrative  of  the  fal- 
libility of  human  judgment.  The  tumour, 
on  examination,  possessed  no  character  of  exa*' 
tosis,  or  osteo  •  sarcoma ;  throughout,  its  tex- 
ture was  soft,  though  solid,  and  appeared 
to  have  been  well  supplied  with  vessels.  To 
give  a  familiar  idea  of  its  appearance  and  , 
consistency,  it  very  much  resembled  adipo- 
ccre,  except  in  colour,  which  was,  for  the 
most  part  of  a  dingy  red.  On  dissecting 
back  the  integument  on  either  side,  ii  was 
observed,  that  the  left  pectoral  muscle  was 
remarkably  pallid  and  attenuated  ;  the  mus- 
cle of  the  opposite  side  presented  nothing  re- 
markable. The  tumour  was  covered  with  a 
thin  layer  of  adeps,  without  the  appearance 
of  any  distinct  capsule  or  investment.  Sup- 
posing it  to  have  originated  from  the  ster- 
num, I  attempted  to  dissect  it  off  entire, 
but  finding  it  more  deeply  imbedded  than 
the  situation  of  the  bone  would  explain,  I 
opened  the  thorax  in  the  usual  way,  expect- 
ing that  the  extent  and  cennexions  of  the 
disease  would  be  at  once  developed.  This 
was  by  no  means  the  case,  and  to  satisfy 
myself  as  fully  as  possible,  I  extended  the 
opening  to  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  and 
thus  found  the  apex  of  the  tumour  project- 
ing with  the  diaphragm  before  it,  within  an 
inch  of  the  umbilicus.  Without  disturbing 
any  of  the  viscera,  I  endeavoured  to  trace 
it  through  its  whole  extent;  this  I  was  in 
some  measure  enabled  to  do,  though  not 
completely  to  my  satisfaction.  On  passing 
my  hand  between  the  tumour  and  the  arch 
of  the  ribs,  tonsiderable  resistance  was 
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offered  from  adhesions,'  apparently  of  long 
standing.  Having  accomplished  its  detach- 
ment on  both  sides,  aa  well  as  the  upper 
part,  which  was  also  adherent  in  a  Blighter 
degree,  I  continued  the  examination  to  the 
diaphragm ;  here  the  tumour  was  in  close 
contact  with  the  tendon  of  that  muscle,  in- 
deed inseparably  so,  and  on  detaching  it, 
which  I  could  do  in  no  other  way  than  by 
cutting  through  the  diaphragm,  1  found 
the  heart  healthy ,  but  small  and  compressed, 
without  its  pericardium,  immediately  be- 
hind the  tumour.  The  lungs  were  much 
smaller  than  natural,  and  flattened.evidently 
from  want  of  space.  From  the  examina- 
tion, it  appears  to  me,  that  the  growth  of 
the  disease  must  have  begun  in  the  peri- 
cardium, and  thia  opinion  is  strengthened, 
from  the  circumstance  of  the  tumour  having 
a  distinct  investment,  answering  to  the  pe- 
ricardium on  its  under  and  posterior  sur- 
face* The  sternum  was  completely  ab- 
sorbed, not  even  a  vestige  of  it  remaining, 
and  the  cartilages  of  ^he  ribs  were  unusually 
■oft  in  a  man  approaching  to  60.  For  a 
week  or  more,  previous  to  dissolution,  the 
Bubject  of  this  disease  was  distressed  with 
continual  hiccup  and  sickness ;  the  bowels 
had  been  for  some  time  irregular,  either 
constipated  or  much  relaxed,  and  the  breath- 
ing difficult,  more  particularly  on  any  exer- 
tion. It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  remark, 
that  the  body,  36  hours  after  death,  was 
quite  warm,  so  much  so,  as  to  create  some 
inquiry  on  my  part.  The  abdominal  viscera 
were  healthy,  though  the  stomach,  which 
must  have  been  much  pressed  on  by  the 
tumour,  was  smaller  than  natural.  The 
weight  of  the  whole  mass,  when  removed, 
must  have  been  little  Bhort  of  twenty 
pounds. 

Woburn,  Sept*  16th,  1828* 


XX PULSION  OF  A  POLYPUS   BY  THE  SRCOT 
OP  RYE* 

Two  Casts  a  fording  additional  Evidence  of  the 
power  possessed  by  the  Ergot  of  Rye,  in  ex- 
citing Uterine  Contraction. 

By  William  GnirnTH,  Esq. 

Cask  1. — On  Thursday,  J uue  5th,  about 

4  a.m.,  I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  , 

of  Eccleston  Street,  retut.  43,  of  spare  habit 
aud  short  stature  ;  she  was  in  labour  with 
her  first  child  ;  pains  very  slight ;  os  uteri 
sufficiently  dilated  to  admit  the  finger,  and 
very  hard,  rigid,  and  unyielding.  In  this 
state  she  continued  for  three  days.  Cir- 
cumstances  would  not  admit  of  venesection. 
On  the  Sunday,  about  half  past  seven,  a.m., 
I  directed  an  enema  to  be  administered,  and 
to  he  repeated  in  three  hours.    About  12, 


the  parts  were  considerably  relaxed  ;  at 
3  p.m.,  enema  repeated.  Four  o'clock,  os 
uteri  dilated  to  about  the  size  of  half-a- 
crown  ;  pains  very  weak.  I  ruptured  the 
membranes,  and  the  uterus  still  remaining 
very  inactive,  1  gave  her  half  a  drachm  of 
the  ergot  of  rye  in  powder,  and  infused  two 
drachms  more  in  six  ounces  of  boiling  water. 
A  fourth  part  of  the  infusion  was  given  at  in- 
tervals of  fifteen  minutes,  and  in  ten  minutes 
after  taking  the  second  dose,  the  child  was 
born,  and  the  placenta  quickly  followed. 
The  effect  produced  by  the  ergot  on  this 
occasion,  induced  my  having  recourse  to 
it  in 

Case  2. — On  the  evening  of  Wednesday, 
Aug.  6th,  my  attendance  was  speedily  re- 
quested upon  Mrs.  L.,  who  had  been  seized 
with  a  most  profuse  haemorrhage.  On  my 
arrival,  I  waa  informed  that  she  was  three 
months  advanced  in  pregnancy  (a  period  at 
which,  on  two  former  occasions,  she  had 
miscarried.)  On  examination,  1  ascertained 
that  the  os  uteri  was  very  dilatable.  As  the 
haemorrhage  had  lasted  so  long,  and  the  pa- 
tient was  exceedingly  reduced,  I  became 
anxious  to  expedite  the  delivery,  and  for  thia 
purpose,  administered  gr.  xxxvj.  of  the 
ergot ;  in  about  ten  minutes  after,  she  com- 
plained of  much  pain  about  the  pubic  region. 
The  ergot  waa  repeated  in  two  half  drachm 
doses,  at  intervals  of  twelve  minutes,  and 
almost  immediately  after  taking  the  last 
dose,  a  very  large  polypus  waa  expelled, 
(of  which  1  have  made  a  preparation,)  and 
the  hemorrhage  ceased.  The  polypus  is  of 
the  fleshy  kind,  pyrifbrm ;  haa  a  pedicle, 
and  being  hollowed  out,  it  contained  a  large 
quantity  of  congealed  blood,  with  some 
fatty  substance. 

Lower  Eaton  Street,  Sept.  25th,  1828. 


REGULATIONS  AT  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S 
nOSPITAL. 

Hospital  Attendance. — Mr.  Earle  haa  been 
in  the  habit,  during  the  summer  months,  of 
visiting  the  Hospital  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  ;  and  he  took  the  opportunity  of 
stating  to  the  pupils,  in  one  of  the  wards, 
on  Saturday  lust,  that  after  having  maturely 
considered,  the  times  when  the  surgeous 
ought  to  visit,  most  advantageously  to 
the  pupils,  he  had  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  best  plan  would  be  for  him 
to  continue  going  through  his  wurds  at 
eight  o'clock  throughout  the  winter,  and 
giving  a  cliniq irregularly  once  a  week,  liy 
this  arrangement  the  pupils  would  have 
the  opportunity  of  going  round  with  Mr. 
Lawreuce  at  hall-past  twelve  every  Mon- 
day, Wednesday,  and  Friday  ;  with  him- 
self at  eight  j  and  Mr.  Vincent,  at  half- 
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past  twelve,  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday  ; 
sod  of  meeting  all  the  surgeons  on  Satur- 
day at  noon.  He  recommended  this  ar- 
rangement to  the  consideration  of  the  pupils, 
who  were  to  let  him  know  their  opinions  in 
the  course  of  a  week,  and  with  the  wish  of 
the  majority  he  would  cheerfully  comply. 

Apothecary  Airs. — Mr.  Lloyd  has  lately,  on 
several  occasions,  complained  bitterly  of 
the  non-supply  of  medicine  to  patients, 
agreeably  to  the  prescriptions.  Patients 
have  left  the  Hospital,  and  afterwards 
complained,  that  for  many  days  they  had 
not  what  was  ordered  for  them.  Others, 
yet  in  the  Hospital,  have  been  found  in 
the  same  condition.  On  investigation,  the 
abuse  has  been  found  to  rest  with  Master 
Wheeler,  the  apothecary,  who  assumes  to 
himself  the  right  of  making  rules,  with 
such  regal  pomp,  that,  unless  such  new- 
fangled regulations  are  sacredly  complied 
with  in  all  respects,  were  patients  gasp- 
ing their  last,  a  particle  of  medicine  is 
not  permitted  to  pass  from  the  shop !  The 
existence  of  these  pedantic  rules  often  re- 
mains unknown  for  a  very  considerable  time, 
and,  when  disclosed,  these  laws  are  not 
only  incomprehensible  to  the  nurses  and 
dressers,  hut,  as  they  say,  would  require 
and  even  puzzle  Old  Harry  himself  to  un- 
derstand. Why  is  it  that  governors,  sur- 
geons, and  dressers,  are  to  be  thus  treat- 
ed by  this  functionary,  and  the  lives  of 
patients  tampered  with  in  such  a  manner  t 
Does  not  this  require  the  authoritative  in- 
terference of  the  Governors  1  If  they  are 
ignorant  of  the  growing  evil,"  ought  not 
the  surgeons,  who  have  a  dignity  to  sus- 
tain, at  once  to  call  for  their  interposition  ? 

Post-mortem  Examinations. — The  pupils  are 
unceasing  in  their  complaints  respecting 
the  nninstructive  manner  in  which  this  very 
important  subject  is  regarded.  Eaminations 
are  rare;  and  those  which  do  take  place 
are  conducted  in  the  most  irregular  manner. 
Mr.  Weekes,  the  house  surgeon,  on  enter- 
ing into  office,  tendered  his  services  to 
make  these  examinations  regularly  at  a 
given  period  of  the  day,  and  to  keep 
notes  of  every  case.  Mr.  Lloyd  has  re- 
peatedly made  a  similar  tender,  yet  tins 
branch  of  instruction,  it  may  bo  said,  is 
wholly  unattended  to.  Mr.  Lloyd  stated  to 
the  pupils,  in  the  wards,  the  otliT  day,  that 
he  should  again  make  an  offer  of  his  ser- 
vices. He  thought  he  should  he  able  to 
prevail  on  the  Governors  to  make  an  order, 
that  alt  dying  in  the  house  should  be  exn- 
amined  ;  if  not,  at  any  rate,  that  he  should 
be  at  liberty  to  make  the  examination  jn 
all  cases  where  it  was  possible  to  effect  it 
without  such  an  order,  and  that  even  then 
essential  advantage  would  be  afforded  to 
the  student.    How  desirable  to  the  body  of 


pupils  would  this  be !  On  what  ground, 
or  pretence,  is  it  that  the  Governors, 
who  must  be  the  only  individuals  to  blame, 
do  not  pass  such  a  regulation  as  will 
ensure  to  the  pupils  this  important  right, 
which  they  pay  dearly  for,  and  which  jus- 
tice alike  to  themselves  and  the  community 
entitles  them  to  demand  1  Do  the  Govern- 
ors entertain  a  dread  of  making  the  young 
men  too  well  qualified  to  practise  the  heal- 
ing art?  Some  miserably  morbid  notion 
must  exist  in  their  minds  on  this  point, 
which  it  is  earnestly  hoped  they  will  speedily 
be  relieved  from. 

IJegularity  m  Dressing. — It  has  been  con- 
sidered, that  it  would  be  of  great  use  to  the 
pupils  at  large,  if  some  particular  period  of 
the  day  were  named  for  the  dressers  to 
begin  their  duties ;  because  then  the  pupils 
would  know  when  they  might  have  the 
opportunity  by  attending,  of  seeing,  and 
examining  any  cases  they  might  deem  im- 
portant. Some  such  regulation  as  this 
would,  no  doubt,  be  particularly  serviceable. 


IBLINOTON  DISPENSARY. 

Da.  Garden,  or  Gordon,  has  resigned  the 
office  of  Physician,  and  Mr.  William 
Kinodon  that  of  Surgeon,  to  this  institu- 
tion. The  Committee  having  resigned  also, 
candidates  for  these  offices  had  better  ad- 
dress themselves  to  the  Governors,  through 
the  medium  of  the  newspapers ;  otherwise, 
their  applications  may  get  into  improper 
channels. 


A    CASE   OP  HYPERTROPHY    AND  RUPTURE, 
OP  THE  URINARY  BLADDER. 

By  Arthur  Garry,  M.D. 

Benjamim  Morgan,  a?tat.  thirty-two,  of 
the  sauguineo  -  melancholic  temperament, 
small  in  stature,  but  stoutly  made,  had  a 
gonorrhoea  about  five  years  ago,  of  which 
he  was  quickly  cured  ;  but  shortly  after, 
the  stream  of  his  urine  became  smaller 
limn  usuul.  It  continued  so  fur  a  length  of 
time,  but  as  he  suffered  no  pain,  he  did  not 
consider  that  any  evil  consequeuce  would 
result.  He  continued  in  this  state  for  more 
than  three  years,  without  any  unpleasant 
symptom  exhibiting  itself,  more  than  that 
he  was  obliged  to  increase  his  efforts  to 
discharge  the  contents  of  the  bladder. 
Within  the  last  year,  the  difficulty  iii  pass- 
ing urine  became  much  greater,  and,  at  in- 
tervals, wan  somewhat  distressing  ;  but  it 
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nerer  amounted  to  an  actual  stoppage  till 
the  present  attack.  During  all  this  time 
he  pursued  his  business — that  of  a  news- 
man, serving  newspapers  at  the  houses  of 
citizens  and  at  public  offices,  his  general 
health  being  pTetty  good.  lie  occasionally 
indulged  in  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors, 
but  was  not  a  habitual  tippler.  He  nerer 
took  medical  adrice  for  the  urinary  symp- 
toms, as  he  considered  his  disease  to  be 
gravel,  which,  though  it  might  annoy  him, 
yet  he  believed  it  would  never  kill ;  hence 
lie  neglected  to  take  any  remedy. 

When  I  was  called  to  see  this  man  on 
Friday,  the  25th  ult.,  at  22,  Charles  Street, 
I  learned  the  above  particulars.    I  found 
him  in  great  agony :  his  abdomen  was 
greatly  distended,  and  so  painful  that  the 
slightest  touch  occasioned  him  to  scream ; 
there  was  at  intervals,  or  when  he  took 
my  drink,  violent  vomiting ;  his  pulse  was 
^uick  and  tremulous,  his  countenance  mise- 
rably anxious,  and  his  breathing  very  much 
hurried.   These  symptoms,  as  1  was  in- 
formed, came  on  rather  suddenly.  The 
evening  before,  he  was  in  his  usual  state  of 
health,  and  went  to  stool,  when,  without 
any  previous  pain,  he  felt  something,  as  it 
were,  jump  up  suddenly  in  his  belly;  and 
from  that  moment  he  became  unable  to  pass 
any  urine,  neither  could  he  discharge  the 
contents  of  the  bowels.  After  some  little  time 
his  belly  swelled,  and  he  was  very  sick.  An 
apothecary  was  sent  for,  who  introduced, 
or  attempted  to  introduce,  a  catheter;  for  i 
could  not  learn  whether  the  instrument  had 
passed  into  the  bladder  or  not.    No  urine, 
or  feces,  had  been  discharged  for  nearly 
twenty-hours  before  I  saw  him.  I  attempted 
to  introduce  a  tolerable -sized  catheter  which 
I  had  with  me,  but  I  found  it  impossible  to 
get  it  in  further  than  about  two  inches  and 
a  half,  the  urethra  being  hard  and  con- 
tracted within  that  distance  of  its  orifice. 
From  the  great  distention  of  the  abdomen, 
the  feel  of  fluctuation  even  as  high  as  the 
epigastric  region,  and  the  man  stating  that 
he  did  not  feel  as  if  he  had  any  water  to 
make,  I  was  led  to  suspect  that  the  bladder 
had  burst.    While  I  went  to  obtain  a  small 
sized  catheter,  I  ordered  him  to  be  bled,  to 
have  pills  of  colocynth,  calomel,  and  opium, 
followed  by  a  terebinthinate  enema,  and  to 
have  occasional  doses  of  effervescingmixture. 
I  also  directed  that  a  warm  hath  should  he 
procured.    On  my  return,  1  found  that  the 
medicines  had  produced  one  copious  dejec- 
tion, but  no  urine  had  passed  ;  and  he  ex- 
pressed himself  much  relieved  by  the  bleed- 
ing and  the  discharge  from  his  bowels.  As 
a  warm  bath  could  not  be  procured,  1  tried 
without,   to  introduce  a  very  small- sized 
catheter,  which,  after  much  resistance  and 
some  delay,  I  got  into  the  bladder,  but  no 
water  came.   This  confirmed  my  suspicion 


that  the  bladder  bad  burst.  I  felt  something 
opposed  to  the  end  of  the  instrument,  which, 
from  its  elastic  feel,  I  thought  to  be  a  poly, 
pus  of  the  bladder  I  withdrew  the  instru- 
ment, and  gave  my  opinion  to  his  friends  that 
his  life  could  not  be  preserved.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  all  his  symptoms 


;  violent  stercoraceous  vomiting 
came  on,  and  he  expired  in  the  course  of 
the  night.    I  obtained  leave  to  open  the 
body  the  next  day,  when  the  following  ap- 
pearances were  observed: — On  cutting 
through  the  patietea  of  the  abdomen  into 
its  cavity,  there  issued  out  about  three 
quarts  of  urine.    The  peritoneum  was  much 
thickened  with  flakes  of  coagulable  lymph 
dispersed  upon  it.    The  villous  coat  of  the 
stomach  was  very  vascular,  and  somewhat 
thickened.   The  lining  of  the  duodenum 
was  more  vascular  than  natural ;  but,  on 
the  whole,  there  were  little  more  than 
signs  of  incipient  inflammation  throughout 
the  remainder  of  the  intestinal  canal,  which 
wds  occupied  entirely  by  flatus.  1  put  down 
my  hand  into  the  pelvis,  to  feel  for  the 
bladder,  and  discovered  it  projecting  a 
little  from  under  the  pubea,  in  the  form  of 
a  hard,  scarcely  elastic  mass,  like  to  a 
schirrus  uterus.    By  removing  the  intes- 
tines, I  viewed  it  m  $itu,  and  on  the  pos- 
terior part  I  found  it  thin  for  about  an  inch 
square,  in  the  middle  of  which  was  a  hole 
with  three  flaps,  evidently  produced  by 
rupture.    There  was  no  mark  of  ulceration. 
The  aides,  in  all  directions,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  this  small  portion,  were  increased 
in  thickness  to  about  half  an  inch,  hard, 
and  almost  as  unyielding  as  cartilage.  In 
cutting,  it  offered  much  resistance  to  the 
knife,  giving  a  sensation  to  the  hand  as  if 
the  blade  was  passing  through  bundles  of 
whip-chord.   The  interior  presented  Urge 
bundles  of  white  strong  chords,  resembling 
small  catgut  stringa,  intersecting  esch  other 
like  the  musculi  pectinati  in  the  heart,  but 
more  prominent,  and  leaving  the  interstices 
more  marked  and  deeper.    The  mucous 
covering  on  those  was  smooth  and  glossy, 
but  scarcely  thickened.   The  cavity  of  the 
organ  wa.s  lessened  in  all  directions,  and 
could  not  contain  more  than  four  or  five 
ounces  of  fluid.    The  space  on  the  posterior 
part,  which  remained  thin,  was  the  only 
portion  which  was  yielding,  and  this  seemed 
to  have  been  much  stretched  before  it  gave 
way.    Hound  the  spot  where  the  rupture 
took  place,  the  characteristics  of  the  pnrie- 
tes  of  this  organ  were  lost ;  as,  by  the 
slightest  press  with  the  finger,  it  would 
tear  with  edges,  as  if  a  cutting  instrument 
had  been  applied.    Aa  I  was  anxious  to  get 
it  away,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  prepa- 
ration, I  was  obliged  to  effect  my  pur- 
pose clandestinely,  and  with  expedition,  and 
I  cut  it  out,  taking  the  prostate  gland  with 
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it.  This  gland  was  a  good  deal  diseased, 
Laving,  a  proportionable  increase  in  size  to 
tie  coats  of  the  bladder.  It  was  hard  and 
unyielding,  and  cat  like  semicartilage.  If 
cut  from  the  bladder,  by  itself  it  would 
weigh  about  an  ounce.  There  were  several 
strictures  of  long  standing  in  the  course  of 
the  urethra,  and  it  was  these,  and  the  dis- 
eased state  of  the  prostate  gland,  which 
gave  such  resistance  to  the  introduction  of 
the  smallest  sized  catheter.  The  ureters 
were  enlarged  to  some  distance  up  from  the 
bladder.  1  did  not  get  time  from  the  friends 
to  examine  the  kidneys,  and  all  I  could  learn 
was,  that  the  man  never  complained  of  any 
unpleasant  sensation  in  the  regions  of  these 
organs  during  life.  I  have  made  a  prepara- 
tion of  the  bladder  and  prostate,  which  1 
have  presented  to  my  talented  friend,  Dr. 
Davis,  of  this  city,  for  the  instruction  of 
his  pupils. 

The  only  inference  which  I  would  ven- 
ture to  make   from  the  preceding  imper- 
fect detail,  is,  that  the  strictures  in  the 
aret lira  were  the  primary  cause  of  the  in- 
creased growth  of  the  bladder.    They  con- 
tinued for  more  than  four  years,  offering  re- 
sistance to  the  passage  of  the  urine,  and 
consequently  for  the  same  space  of  time 
the  muscular  fibres  of  the  bladder  were  ex- 
cited to  more  than  usual  efforts  to  overcome 
by  their  force,  the  resistance  which  was 
made.     Increased  exercise  of  muscular 
fibres,  caused  them  to  increase  in  strength 
and  growth.    Here  there  was  evident  cause 
for  the  more  than  ordinary  exercise  of  the 
muscular  fibres  of  the  bladder,  and  the  result 
was  a  more  than  ordinary  thickness  and 
strength.    1  do  not  think  it  surpassing  pro- 
bability to  believe,  that,  if  the  strictures 
had  been  attended  to  in  time,  and  had  been 
cured,  that  the  morbid  growth  of  the  pa- 
rietes,  and.  the  other  morbid  appearances  of 
the  bladder,  never  would  have  come  on. 

Upper  Orroond  Quay,  Dublin, 
7th  August,  1828. 


GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 


CASK    OF    TSOAS    ABSCESS  TREATED  RY 
INJECTION. 

John  Cools,  tctot.  2.{,  by  occupation  a 
paper-maker,  of  spate  habit,  fair  com- 
plexion, and  scrofulous  appearance,  was  ad- 
mitted iuto  Lazarus  Ward  on  the  21st  of 
May,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Key. 

He  stated,  that  about  15  months  since,  as 
he  was  tightening  a  screw,  the  instrument 
slipped,  and  in  the  sudden  jerk  which  he 
received,  he  felt  that  he  had  wreuched  his 
back,  as  he  termed  it.    He  was  immediately 


seized  with  severe  pain,  which  obliged  him 
to  relinquish  his  work  for  a  few  days.  The 
pain,  which  continued  upwards  of  three 
months  afterwajds,  became  of  a  dull  aching 
character,  and  Extended  downwards  on  the 
inner  aide  of  the  thigh.  At  the  expiration 
of  about  four  months  from  the  receipt  of 
the  injury,  it  entirely  left  him  ;  but  shortly 
afterwards,  a  tumour  appeared  in  the  groin. 
This  continued  to  increase  during  eight 
months,  and  by  degrees  it  extended  itself 
low  down  upon  the  inner  side  of  the  thigh. 
Up  to  this  time,  however,  he  persevered  in 
following  his  employment.  At  length  his 
health  became  so  exceedingly  impaired,  and 
he  found  himself  so  unable  to  work,  that  he 
cousulted  Mr.  Castle,  of  Bermondsey,  un- 
der whose  care  he  remained  a  short  time, 
and  then  applied  to  the  Hospital. 

At  the  time  of  admission,  the  tumour, 
which  occupied  the  inner  side  of  the  thigh, 
was  of  considerable  size,  and  easily  dilated 
on  coughing.  The  integuments  covering  it 
were  soft,  and  yielding ;  and  at  one  part 
red  and  inflamed.  In  a  few  days  after  ad- 
mission, it  burst,  and  nearly  two  quarts  of 
purulent  matter  escaped.  Tho  patient  was 
pale,  and  very  much  emaciated  *,  the  bowels 
were  tolerably  regular,  but  the  appetite  was 
defective  ;  the  pulse  small,  quick,  and  fee- 
ble ;  tongue  white  in  the  centre,  but  red  at 
the  tip  and  edges,  and  the  papilla;  were 
slightly  raised.  The  cheeks  were  frequently 
flushed,  the  pupils  dilated,  and  the  counte- 
nance shrunk  and  wan.  He  had  evening 
exacerbatious  and  morning  sweats,  and,  in- 
deed, all  the  symptoms  of  hectic.  The  urine 
was  high-coloured,  and  deposited  a  brick- 
dust  sediment.  He  was  immediately  put 
upon  a  generous  diet.  Ordered  to  take  of 
the  8ul|)hate  of  quinine  one  grain  ;  eight 
drops  of  the  diluted  sulphuric  acid,  with 
two  ounces  of  the  infusion  of  roses,  twice 
a-day.  and  wine  and  porter  daily. 

June  l.  The  opening  in  the  abscess  had 
nearly  closed,  and  Mr.  Key,  on  examining 
the  part,  found  that  the  fluctuation  here- 
tofore felt  on  coughing,  no  longer  ex- 
isted, although  there  were  .1  or  4  ounces  of 
pns  under  the  integuments.  The  bag  of 
the  abscess  was  thin  and  flaccid,  and  the 
secretion  of  the  pus  had  evidently  decreased. 
The  patient  said,  he  thought  he  felt  a 
little  better,  but  his  symptoms  were  but 
very  little  ameliorated.  The  bowels  were 
costive.  Mr.  Key  wished  that  what  pus 
was  left  in  the  cyst  should  be  evacuated, 
and  that  a  lotiou,  composed  of  two  grains 
of  the  sulphate  of  zinc  to  two  ounces 
of  water,  should  he  injected  once  a  day 
into  the  cyst.  The  limb  to  he  bandaged 
with  a  roller  carried  up  to  the  groin,  in  order 
to  produce,  if  possible,  cohesion  of  the  sides 
of  the  cavity.  The  patient  was  ordered  to 
take  two  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine, 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  BREAST. 


half  a  drachm  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia,  more  defined,  and  she  occasionally  felt 
30  drops  of  tincture  of  henbane,  and  one  severe  lancinating  pains,  which  were  at 
ounce  of  water,  twice  a-day.  ( times  so  acute  as  to  cause  her  to  start  from 

It  was  found,  that  the  iujection  produced  her  sleep.  It  was  on  account  of  these 
a  slight  accession  of  fever;  it  was,  there- 1  pains  alone  that  she  was  led  to  consult 
lore,  discontinued,  and  he  was  ordered  to  |  the  Junior  Surgeon,  wbo'adviaed  its  removal 
take  a  small  quantity  of  the  effervescing  j  The  operation  was  performed  in  the  usual 
mixture  every  six  hours,  till  tho  excitement  manner,  on  Tuesday,  the  2d  of  September 
had  subsided.  lllst.    The  elliptical  incisions  were  made' 

June  26.  A  considerable  part  of  the  sides  nearly  in  the  transverse  direction.  The 

of  the  abscess  has  cohered,  aud  the  discharge  wound  has  since  united  by  adhesion  and 
ha*  verv  muc  h  derrpj»e«»rJ    l  u  kan»;»   j.:  ••  ' 


 ,        ~»  »u**  u.f^um  g< 

lias  very  much  decreased.  The  hectic  symp 
toma  have  abated,  and  the  patient  is  decided- 
ly better.  The  appetite  has  improved,  the 
morbid  appearance  of  the  tongue  is  not  so 
distinctly  marked,  and  the  morning  perspi- 
rations  have  left  him.  The  injection  was 
again  tried,  without  producing  any  ill  effect. 

July  13.  The  abscess  has  nearly  healed, 
but  he  has  become  decidedly  more  ema- 
ciated. Within  the  last  month  he  has  suf- 
fered much  from  a  pain  in  his  back,  and  last 
week,  a  large  fluctuating  tumour  made  its 


the  patient  is  doing  perfectly  well. 
*  The  tumour,  on  dissection,  displayed  that 
striated  appearance  characteristic  of  scir- 
rhous disease. 


List  cf  Case*  admitted  into  Guy's  Hospital,  Sep- 
tember  10,  under  the  care  of  Ah.  Morgan. 

Job's  Ward,  No.  19.— Nathan  Euscomb, 
aetat.  28,  disease  of  the  elbow-joint. 

Lazarus,  No.  12.— Daniel  Cumming,  xt, 
36,  ulceration  of  the  leg. 

No.  10  —John  William*,  ait.  10, 


appearance  in  the  loins,  on  the  opposite  nMA™    "  ?•  "      i     f V 

side  from  which  the  disease  appeared  origi- :  Ph»^o^»»^flammat,on  of  the  thigh. 

nally  to  have  commenced,  but  which  Mr.  I  ^ZZT^°'  ,9— John  .Croft>  *>. 
Rev  believes  to  h«  mnn«rt.H  .irk  ir  Ti.i.  ^f1"16"  iL g« 


Key  believes  to  be  connected  with  it.  Thi_ 
tumour  seems  disposed  to  point  externally. 
1  he  hectic  symptoms  have  again  been  esta- 
blished. The  evening  exacerbations  are  re- 
gular and  severe,  and  the  colliquative  sweats 
very  copious.    On  the  24th  the  tumour  was 
opened,  and  not  less  than  a  pint  and  a  half  of 
pus  evacuated.  A  piece  of  lint  was  inserted 
in  the  opening  to  prevent  its  closing,  and  a 
linseed-meal  poultice  applied.    The  tongue 
is  now  morbidly  red,  the  pulse  irritable 
and  quick  ;  appetite  defective  ;  nights  sleep- 
less, and  bowels  relaxed.    Emaciation  has 
increased  to  a  great  extent,  and  the  poor 
f.  llow  is  gradually  sinking.    He  was  or- 
dered to  take  chalk  mixture,  with  laudanum, 
occasionally.    He  baa  a  mutton  chop  daily, 
and  an  increased  quantity  of  wine  and  porter! 
Notwithstanding  the  profuseness  of  the  dis- 
charge, and  the  extremely  reduced  state  of 
the  patient,  yet  he  lingered  out  till  the  4th 
of  the  present  month,  wheu  he  expired. 

The  body  was  removed  by  the  friends, 
and  consequently  no  inspection  took  place. 


Luke's,  No.  20.— Thos.  Paiae,  a*.  38,  dis- 
|  ease  of  the  sterno-clavicular  articulation. 
|    The  venereal  cases  were  hut  of  a  mild 
character.    There  was  one  genuine  caBe  of 
lepra  syphilitica  admitted. 

Mary's  Ward,  No.  1 — Eliz.  Arnold,  a?t. 
20,  ulcerated  leg. 

Marthas  Ward,  No.  4.—  «  .  West, 

a?t.  5,  disease  of  the  thumb. 

—   No.  1. — Louisa  Hooke, 

a«t.  17,  scalded  leg. 

Chapel  Ward,  No.  5.— Jane  Deeper,  ait. 
40,  erysipelas  of  the  leg. 

Lydia's,  No.  20 — Mary  Peach,  a*.  21, 
inflammation  of  the  knee-joint. 


MALIGNANT  DISEASE  OF  THE  BREAST. 

Mary  Hearn,  tetnt.  45,  of  middle  stature, 
was  admitted  into  Mary's  Ward,  Aug.  ?7, 
under  the  care  of  the  Junior  Surgeon.  She 
stated  that  she  hud  been  unable  to  suckle 
with  the  right  breast  ever  since  a  month 
after  her  first  confinement,  and  from  that 
time  it  had  become  hard  and  occasionally 
painful.  She  hos  had  several  children,  and 
each  time  on  the  commencement  of  the 
secretion  of  the  milk  the  breast  had  felt 
very  painful.  Since  she  had  censed  to 
suckle  it  had   become  much  border  and 


MALIGNANT  TUMOUR  OF  THE  BREAST. 

Elizabeth  Pegram,  tetat.  21,  of  spare 
habit,  was  admitted  into  Dorcas  Ward,  on 
the  15th  of  August,  under  the  care  of  the 

"  Senior  Surgeon." 

She  atated,  that  about  twelve  months 
back,  she  accidentally  discovered  a  tumour 
in  her  breast,  which  at  that  time  was  not 
larger  than  a  nut.    It  was  uniformly  hard, 
and  she  occasionally  frit  a  dull  aching  pain. 
Finding  that  it  increased,  she  consulted  a 
surgeon,  by  whose  advice  it  was  repeatedly 
leeched,  ami  a  course  of  alterative  medi- 
cines was  pursued.    Within  the  last  two 
months  the  swelling  increased  more  rapidly 
than  ever,  and  the  pain  which  at  first  sli* 
had  only  felt  occasionally,  was  now  more 
frequent,  and  of  much  longer  duration.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  she  came  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Key,  who  tried  various 
means,  but  without  ouy  beneficial  effect, 
and  he  then  advised  an  operation  :  she  ac- 
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tinue  her  medicines. 

Wine,  and  a  generous  diet. 

5.  Better  in  every  respect,  though  she  is 
much  debilitated  and  nervous.  The  dis- 
charge from  the  wound  is  getting  thicker, 
and  is  more  copious ;  ordered  four  grains 
of  subcarbonate  of  ammonia  in  water,  three 
times  a  day. 

11.  She  has  continued  improving  to  the 
present  date  ;  the  erysipelas  has  entirely 
left  her ;  healthy  granulations  are  forming, 
and  the  wound  is  fast  healing.  Ordered  to 
take  a  dose  of  calomel  and  rhubarb  occa- 
sionally. 

22.  The  wound  has  nearly  healed,  and 
the  patient  is  now  convalescent. 


cordingly  came  into  the  Hospital  for  that  I  puriform  fluid  from  the  wound,  and 
purpose.  When  admitted,  the  tumour  was  surrounding  inflammation, 
hard  and  firm,  but  was  perfectly  moveable.  4.  Much  better  to-day ;  last  evening  she 
Handling  it  created  a  dull  aching  pain,  had  rigors,  and  suppuration  is  now  estab- 
which  lasted  for  some  hours  afterwards.  lished.  The  tongue  less  coated  ;  pulse  less 
The  operation  was  performed  on  the  25th  irritable,  and  the  inflammation  very  much 
of  August,  and  the  tumour  was  found  to  be  subsided.  An  emollient  poultice  was  applied 
contained  in  a  perfect  cyst,  which  was  also  to  the  wound,  and  she  was  ordered  to  con- 
excised.  A  section  of  the  diseased  pait  pre- 
sented a  granulated  appearance.  It  was 
excessively  hard,  but  there  were  no  appear- 
ances of  striae,  or  of  any  deposite  of  that  pe- 
culiar matter  which  is  found  in  true  scir- 
rbus.  Various  opinions  were  advanced  as 
to  its  nature;  some  asserting  that  it  was  a 
chronic  enlargement  of  an  absorbent  gland, 
and  others,  that  it  was  fungoid  disease. 
It  is  certain,  however,  that  it  was  of  a 
sufficiently  suspicious  character  to  justify 
its  removal. 

On  the  second  day  after  the  operation ,  an 
erysipelatous  inflammation  attacked  the 
wound,  and  speedily  extended  itself  over 
the  chest  to  the  arm.  The  dressings  were 
immediately  removed,  a  cold  bread  poultice 
was  applied  to  the  wound,  and  a  lotion,  com- 
posed of  the  carbonate  of  ammonia,  spirit 
of  wine,  and  water,  was  ordered  to  be  kept 
constantly  applied  to  the  inflamed  parts. 
Jive  grains  of  calomel  were  prescribed. 

28.  The  inflammation  has  increased  con- 
siderably. The  cheeks  are  flushed ;  pulse 
120,  quick,  and  hard;  bowels  relieved 
twice,  and  the  evacuations  exceedingly  of- 
fensive. Tongue  loaded  with  a  light  yellow 
fur  ;  surface  hot,  sometimes  a  clammy  per- 
spiration supervenes.  Ordered  to  take  two 
drachma  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia  in  pep- 
permint water  immediately,  and  a  saline 
effervescing  draught  every  six  hours  after 
the  bowels  have  been  evacuated. 

30.  Has  passed  a  restless  night.  The 
inflammation  still  continues  ;  the  wound  is 
dry  and  inflamed  ;  tongue  loaded  ;  pulse 
irritable  and  quick,  and  the  cheeks  much 
flushed.  This  morning  vomiting  came  on, 
and  she  was  ordered  to  discontinue  the 
fever  medicines,  and  to  take  ten  grains  of 
calcined  magnesia,  and  two  ounces  of  pep- 
permint water  every  eight  hours. 

Sept.  1.  She  has  had  a  very  sleepless 
night.  The  skin  is  still  clammy  and  hot ; 
cheeks  flushed.  The  stools  are  still  exces- 
sively offensive.  The  erysipelatous  inflam- 
mation has  extended  to  the  opposite  arm 
and  shoulder.  Ordered  to  take  three  grains 
of  calomel  immediately,  aud  a  grain  of 
opium  at  night. 

3.  The  opium  procured  a  good  night, 
but  the  febrile  symptoms  are  not  abated. 


The  bowels  have  been  copiously  purged, 
and  the  stools  are  less  offensive.  Ordered 
to  take  two  grains  of  quicksilver  and  chalk, 
and  two  of  the  extract  of  opium,  night  and 
morning.  There  is  a  slight  discharge  of 


List  of  Patients  admitted  September  17,  under 
the  Care  of  the  Junior  Surgeon. 

Dorcas  Ward,  No.  28.— Elizabeth  Row, 
B2tat.  15,  glandular  disease  of  the  neck. 

Naamans  Ward,  No.  12.  —  Alexander 
Gladstone,  aetat.  38,  ulcer  of  the  leg. 

Lukes  Ward,  No.  27,  John  Cutts,  aetat. 
46,  ulcer  of  the  leg. 

No.  21. — Haul  Kingston,  aitat.  30,  contu- 
sion of  the  foot. 

No.  19.— John  Clallderbach,  aetat.  57, 
fistula  in  ano. 

No.  25 — Thomas  Sweeney,  setat.  53,  ulcer 
of  the  legs. 

Job's  Ward,  No.  4.— James  Lay,  ulcer  of 
the  leg. 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 


List  of  Patients  admitted  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Trovers,  Sept.  18tA. 

Lydia's  Ward,  No.  7.— Jane  Tite,  ret.  23, 
inflammation  of  the  thigh. 

Queen's  Ward,  No.  23.— Jane  Haugley, 
aetat  17,  large  ulcer  of  the  fauces. 

Ann's  Ward,  No.  11.— Mary  Gadney, 
aetat.  49,  external  piles. 

Marys  Ward,  No.  4.— Matilda  Me*r*, 
setat.  18,  ulcerated  leg. 

Edward's  Ward,  No.  1 1  .—William  Shrimp- 
ton,  aetat.  32,  contusion  of  the  shoulder. 

Abrahams  Ward,  No.  19.— Edw.  Wright, 
aetat.  30,  ulcerated  legs. 

George's    Ward,  No.  12.— John  Foley, 
a?tnt.  57,  inflammation  of  the  leg. 
No.  29.— John  Connor,  aetat.  46,  chronic 
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LTTIIOTOMY.— FRACTURES. 


enlargement  of  the  testicle ;  ulceration  of 
the  tonsils,  and  pains  in  the  limbs. 

Jacob't   Ward.   No.  4.— James 
»tat.  46,  fractured  ribs. 

Isaac  i  Ward,  No.  9.— Frederick  Carrick, 
*tat.  40,  strumous  ophthalmia— opacity  of 


OPERATION  OF  LITUOTOMV  BY  MB.  GREEN. 

On  Tuesday,  Sept.  9,  Mr.  Green  per- 
formed the  operation  of  lithotomy  upon  a 
young  man,  about  81  years  of  age.  The 
patient  had  had  difficulty  and  pain  in  mik- 
ing water  for  ten  years,  but  had  never  had 
medical  advice;  although,  within  the  last 
two  years,  his  sufferings  had  occasionally 
bepn  very  severe. 

He  applied  to  the  Hospital  on  Monday, 
the  1st  of  September,  at  which  time  Mr. 
Green  sounded  him,  and  immediately  de- 
tected a  stone.  He  was  taken  in  on  the 
following  Thursday,  and  the  operation  was 
performed  four  days  afterwards.  The  stone 
was  of  large  size,  and  twice  receded  from 
the  grasp  of  the  forceps.  The  operation 
was  very  well  performed,  Mr.  Green,  as 
usual,  employing  the  gorget. 

10.  Passed  a  good  night;  the  urine  lias 
flowed  freely  through  the  wound ;  there  is 
no  tenderness  of  the  belly. 

11.  Slept  the  greater  part  of  the  night  ; 
the  belly  is  soft  and  free  from  tenderness ; 
some  of  the  urine  has  escaped  by  the  penis. 
The  bowels  not  yet  moved.  Ordered  a  dose 
of  castor  oil. 

13.  He  has  passed  rather  a  restless  night. 
The  castor  oil  produced  much  nausea  and 
vomiting.  He  complains  of  consideraMe 
tenderness  of  the  belly ;  the  tongue  is 
white,  pulse  jerky,  and  (juick.  Bled  to  ten 
ounces.  Fomentations  ordered  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  abdomen. 

14.  He  passed  a  goodnight;  the  bleed- 
ing and  fomentations  relieved  the  febrile 
symptoms.  The  pulse  is  softer  and  less 
quick  than  yesterday  ;  tongue  less  furred, 
and  there  is  no  tenderness  of  the  abdo- 
men. 

Sept.  22.  We  have  visited  him  daily  to 
the  present  date,  and  he  is  now  fast  reco- 
vering. 


COMPOUND  FRACTURE  OF  THE  SKULL,  WITH 
DEPRESSION  OF  THE  BONE— LACERATION 
OF  TUB  DURA  MATER— LESION  OF  THE 
BRAIN* 

Macleary,  a  boy  about  seven  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  into  Henry's  Ward  on  the 
forenoon  of  Saturday,  the  13th  of  Septem- 
ber, under  the  care  of  Mr.  Green. 

His  friends  stated,  that  he  had  fallen  out 
of  a  first  floor  window,  (a  height  of  about  16 
feet,)  and  pitched  upon  the  top  of  his  head. 


He  was  immediately  conveyed  to  the  hos- 
pital, where,  on  examination,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  a  large  wound  of  the  scalp, 
with  an  extensive  fracture  of  the  skull,  just 
at  the  upper  and  posterior  part  of  the  os> 
fronlis,  extending  into  the  parietal  bone. 
There  was  considerable  depression  on  one 
side  of  the  fracture,  and  a  large  piece  of 
bone  was  found  so  loose  and  detached,  that 
it  was  readily  removed  with  the  forceps. 
The  wound  was  then  dilated,  and  the  de- 
pressed portion  removed  with  a  trephine. 
This  portion  of  the  bone  had  been  so  much 
driven  in  as  to  wound  the  dura  mater, 
and  lacerate  the  brain.  When  admitted, 
the  child  was  insensible  to  surrounding  ob- 
jects; but  he  was  sensible  of  pain,  and  in  an 
hoar  afterwards  waa  much  more  so.  The 
pupils  were  much  dilated. 

After  the  operation,  the  wound  waa 
lightly  dressed,  and  the  patient  placed  in 
bed.  He  remained  tolerably  quiet  for  some, 
hours:  in  the  night,  however,  re-action 
came  on,  and  early  on  Sunday  morning  be 
was  bled  in  the  neck  to  four  ounces.  Tho 
pulse  was  very  rapid,  and  exceedingly  small ; 
skin  hot,  and  dry.  The  pupils  remained  un- 
alterably dilated ;  and  he  lingered  out  till 
Monday,  when  he  expired. 

Inspeetio  Cadaveru. 

On  removing  the  scalp,  it  was  found  that 
the  fracture  was  of  a  radiated  description, 
extending  almost  in  every  direction  through 
the  frontal  bone,  by  several  cracks,  toward  a 
the  nose,  and  likewise  downwards  and  back- 
wards to  the  occipital  and  parietal  bones 
upon  each  aide.  On  removing  the  calvaria 
and  dura  mater,  there  was  found  extensive 
abrasion  of  the  surface  of  the  brain  beneath 
the  fracture  ;  there  waa  considerable  extra- 
vasation upon  the  back  part  of  the  right  he- 
misphere, and  on  the  anterior  part  of  the 
left  hemisphere  a  large  abscess  was  found, 
containing  nearly  an  ounce  of  pus. 


SIMPLE  FRACTURE  OF  THE  CRANIUM, 
EXTENSIVE  DEPRESSION. 

On  Thursday  forenoon  last,  another  fatal 
case  of  fracture  of  the  skull,  with  depres- 
sion, was  brought  into  the  hospital. 

The  patient  was  a  muscular  old  man, 
about  sixty  years  of  age.  It  appeared  from 
the  evidence  given  by  those  who  brought 
him,  that  he  had  fallen  a  considerable  height 
from  a  ladder,  and  had  pitched  first  upon 
the  vertex  of  his  head,  and  afterwards,  by  a 
kind  of  rebounding  motion,  upon  his  hack 
and  occiput.  When  admitted,  he  was  per- 
fectly insensible.  The  pupils  were  dilated, 
breathing  difficult  and  stertorous,  pulse 
labouring  and  intermitting,  and  he  had  hae- 
morrhage from  the  mouth  and  left  ear. 
There  was  no  wound  upon  the  scalp ;  upon 
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the  vertex  there  was  a  little  contusion, 
and  extravasation  beneath  the  scalp,  and 
an  indistinct  crepitus  was  felt.  Upon  exa- 
mining the  occiput,  however,  a  most  ex- 
tensive fracture  was  detected,  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  occipital  bone  could  be  felt 
to  be  driven  in  under  the  parietal.  Reaction 
never  took  place,  and  the  patient  died  in 
about  an  hour  after  his  admission. 

The  body  was  immediately  removed  by 
(lie  friends,  and  consequently  no  inspection 
was  permitted. 


ST.  GEORGE'S  HOSPITAL. 


COMPOUND  FRACTURE  OF  THE  SKULL  — 
OPERATION  OK  THE  FOURTH  DAY  BY 
MB.  R.  KEATE— DEATH. 

James  Parker,  a  labouring  man,  of  about 
34  years  of  age,  was  admitted,  on  the  2d  of 
September,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Keate. 
It  appears  that,  in  an  affruy  with  some  Irish* 
men,  he  received  two  or  three  violent  blows 
on  the  head,  which  rendered  him  insensi- 
ble, in  which  state  he  was  conveyed  home, 
and  on  the  second  day  after  the  accident, 
was  brought  to  the  Hospital,  still  in  an  in- 
sensible state,  but  capable  of  being  roused 
when  loudly  spoken  to.  On  examination, 
there  appeared  a  superficial  scalp  wound, 
over  the  posterior  part  of  the  parietal  bone, 
and  ecchymosis  of  the  eye  of  the  same 
side.  He  was  extremely  restless,  and  when 
disturbed,  became  very  noisy  ;  pupils  di- 
lated ;  pulse  about  90,  but  weak  ;  he  was 
blooded  to  the  extent  of  16  ounces,  which 
was  repeated  in  a  few  hours,  and  8  ounces 
taken  away.    An  aperient  draught  ordered. 

3.  He  was  rather  quieter  when  we  first 
saw  him  to  day,  but  towards  the  afternoon 
became  very  restless ;  during  the  night,  he 
continued  in  a  very  disturbed  state,  so  much 
no,  as  to  require  confinement;  pulse  82; 
bowels  freely  open  ;  pupils  still  sluggish. 
He  was  ordered  saline  medicine,  with  two 
drachms  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  every 
sixth  hour.  He  answers  questions  with 
great  difficulty;  complains  of  pain  in  the 
head. 

4.  In  the  same  state  as  yesterday ;  en- 
deavours to  get  out  of  bed,  and  exhibits 
other  symptoms  of  continual  restlessness  ; 
daring  the  night  he  had  two  strong  convul- 
sions. Bowels  open,  pulse  90,  and  pupils 
fixed ;  the  bandage  slipped  during  the 
night,  and  he  lost  four  or  five  ounces  of 
blood. 

5.  Has  had  seversl  convulsions ;  his 
breathing  is  now  laborious,  and  he  is  inca- 
pable of  being  roused.  Has  again  been 
blooded  to  the  extent  of  8  ounces.  After 


the  bleeding,  the  pulse  became  more  full ; 
bowels  open  ;  pupils  fixed ;  skin  of  a  yel- 
low hue. 

6.  To-day  Mr.  Keate  enlarged  the  wound, 
and,  on  exposing  the  bone,  a  fracture  was 
perceived,  extending  from  the  upper  and 
anterior  part  of  the  parietal  bone  ;  three 
circular  pieces  of  bone  were  removed,  and 
a  great  quantity  of  blood  was  discovered 
lying  on  the  dura  mater.  The  integument 
was  brought  together  by  ligature.  Some 
time  after  the  operation,  he  seemed  a  little 
more  sensible,  and  is  capable  of  being 
roused  when  spoken  to ;  the  pupils  arc  a 
little  more  active ;  pulse  frequent,  but 
small ;  bowels  open. 

7.  More  sensible  when  roused,  but  gene- 
rally continues  in  a  dozing  state  ;  at  times, 
however,  starting,  and  talking  incoherently. 
Pulse,  bowels,  and  pupils  the  ssme  ;  tongue 
rather  furred.   Continue  the  medicine. 

8.  Pulse  rising ;  skin  hot ;  bled  to  eight 
ounces.  \ 

9.  To  day  he  is  worse,  but,  when  roused, 
still  answers  questions;  pulse  110,  and 
hard;  skin  hot;  has  been  blooded  to  the 
extent  of  12  ounces  ;  blood  inflamed. 

10.  Yesterday  he  had  a  shivering  fit, 
which  lasted  upwards  of  ten  minutes.  To 
day  he  appears  better  ;  the  wound  is  heal- 
ing.   Continue  the  medicine. 

11.  He  was  cupped  yesterday,  and  six 
ounces  of  blood  abstracted.  Complains  of 
pain  in  head ;  pupils  rather  more  active  ; 
bowels  open  ;  bled  to  six  ounces. 

12.  Rather  better. 

13.  Rather  better,  and  answers  most 
questions  put  to  him.  The  sulphate  of  mag- 
nesia has  been  omitted  in  his  medicine. 

14.  Has  another  shivering  fit  this  morn- 
ing, and  now  complains  much  of  his  head  ; 
pulse  150,  and  feeble  ;  bowels  open. 

15.  The  shivering  returned  last  night  in 
a  violent  manner  ;  the  pulse  this  morning 
scarcely  perceptible.  About  noon  the  man 
died. 

On  the  post-nutrttni  examination,  it  was 
found  that  the  fracture  extended  to  the  left 
side  of  the  head,  as  far  as  the  petrous  por- 
tion of  the  temporal  bone,  and  there  was  great 
extrnvasatiou  of  fluid  under  the  scalp.  The 
dura  mater  was  thickened,  and  matter 
formed  on  the  surface  of  the  brain,  and  also 
between  the  bone  and  the  dura  mater.  The 
thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera  were  healthy. 
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PRACTICAL  MIDWIFERY. 

To  the  Editor  of  Tub  Lancet. 
Sir, — Injuttice  to  our  British  Accoucheurs, 
I  feel  confident  you  will  receive  and  diffuse, 
by  your  widely-circulated  Journal,  these 
few  lines. 

In  The  Lancet,  No.  £64,  under  the  head 
"  Foreign  Department, "  there  is  a  let-  i 
ter  regarding  the  study  of  midwifery,  as  it  is 
carried  on  in  France.    You  seem  to  think, 
that  the  reproach  contained  in  that  letter  ! 
attaching  to  the  French  schools,  applies! 
with  equal  force  to  our  own.    It  is  said— ! 
"  In  fact,  in  Paris,  and  in  this  country,  { 
for  the  most  part,  there  are  only  iheore-  j 
tical  courses,  and  no  practical  exercises  under  j 
the  eye  of  the  teacher;  and  what  is  obstetri-  | 
cal  instruction  without  the  latter  ?  Howe- 
ver excellent  the  former  may  be,  where  will 
the  student  learn  the  art  of  observation?) 
Where  acquire  the  capacity  of  self-acting?"  ' 
Now,  Sir,  1  am  happy  in  being  able  and  • 
ready,  as  many  others  are,  by  an  examina- 
tion before  any  competent  forum,  to  bear 
testimony  to  the  fact,  that  at  least  in  "  The 
JLmdonand  Southwark  Midwifery  Institution," 
the  art  is  practically  taught  by  Mr.  Waller, 
the  Consulting  Accoucheur.  In  his  lectures, 
he  omits  no  description  of  a  pract-cal  point. 
He  next  exhibits,  with  the  utmost  minute- 
ness, the  different  modes  and  stages  of  par- 
turition on  machinery.    If  he  or  his  pupils 
deem  it  necessary,  before  they  attend  any 
labour,  he  gives  them  a  private  lesson  at 
his  own  house,  on  the  machinery.  To 
those  whom  he  believes  to  be  competent  to 
their  management,  he  furnishes  an  unli- 
mited supply  of  cases ;  but  will  not  permit 
them  to  remain  at  the  bed-side,  without  his 
presence,  one  moment  longer  than  they 
fully  understand  every  circumstance  that 
transpires.    As  soon  as  any  thing  occurs 
beyond  their  comprehension,  without  wait- 
ing for  difficulty  in  the  labour,  thev  are 
obliged  to  send  off  a  messenger  for  him  :  he 
attends  instanter,  makes  an  examination, 
and  either  goes  through  with  the  conduct 
of  the  case,  or  gets  the  pupil  to  proceed 
with  it  under  his  immediate  eye — he,  Mr. 
Waller,  explaining  every  event. 

This  must  be  greatly  to  Mr.  Waller's  cre- 
dit, as  it  is  most  serviceable  to  the  student. 
If  this  be  not,  "  practical  exercise  under  the 
eye  of  the  teacher,"  I  am  totally  at  a  loss 
to  know  what  would  be  ;  as  to  any  daily 
visual  (if  I  may  say  so)  examination,  by  a 
class,  as  pregnancy  proceeds;  if  that  is 
what  is  meant  as  taking  place  in  the  Salle 
d'Jccouchement,  I  am  satisfied  that,  in  this 
country,  not  even  the  most  depraved  class 
of  females  would  submit  to  it. 

Sir,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  subscribing 
myself 

A  PuriL. 


TRUES  TO  DR.  MACKINTOSH  S  l'L-riLS. 

The  following  gentlemen,  who  attended 
Dr.  Mackintosh's  lectures  in  Edinburgh 
during  the  course  of  last  year,  received 
prizes. 

Mr.  Duncan  Grant,  of  Inverness,  two  prizes 
—one  for  an  essay,  another  for  his 
examinations. 

Mr.  Band,  of  Leith,  two  prizes — ditto  ditto* 

Mr.  J.P.  Needham,  of  Yorkshire* for  essay. 

Mr.  J.  Duncan,  Roxburghshire,  ditto. 

Mr.  Colm  Rogers,  Perthshire,  ditto. 

Mr.  J.  Porteua,  of  St.  Helena,  for  exami- 
nation. 

Mr.  A.Tudhope,  Roxburghshire,  ditto. 

Mr.  F.  Cooper,  Durham,  ditto. 

Mr.  A.  Anderson,  Selkirkshire,  ditto. 

Mr.  J.  Adams,  Cheltenham,  ditto. 

Mr.  J.  M'Kay  Cunningham,  Ireland,  ditto. 

Mr.  Dymock,  Edinburgh,  ditto. 

Mr.  A.  M'Gregor,  Leith,  ditto. 

Mr.  \V.  Cram  be,  Edinburgh,  ditto. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ward,  Edinburgh,  ditto. 

Mr.  Geo.  A.  Munro,  Huntingdonshire,  ditto. 

Mr.  Geo.  W.  Jones,  Warwickshire,  ditto. 

Dr.  Mackintosh  considers  it  better  to 
give  a  number  of  small  prizes  to  his  pupils, 
than  one  or  two  of  greater  value ;  being  bet- 
ter calculated  to  diffuse  zeal  and  attention. 
His  plan  is  also  a  good  one,  of  giving  some 
premiums  for  essays,  and  others  for  the  ex- 
aminations. He  had  196  pupils,  among 
whom  19  prizes  were  distributed. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FOR  THE  DISTRESSED  MEDICAL  GENTLEMAN 
AND  FAMILY. 

Subscriptions  already  received  ,£187  4  0 
J.S.  Smith,  Esq.,  Trinity  Square..  1     1  O 

W.  English,  Esq   1    1  O 

M.  W.  Short,  Esq   1    1  0 

Edmund  Dale,  Esq   1    1  O 

Daniel  Kd wards,  Esq   1    0  O 

C.  Locock,  M.  D   1    0  O 

James  Copland,  M.  D  1    0  O 

Archibald  Billing,  M.  D  1    1  O 

J.R.Bennett,  Esq   110 

James  C.  Somerville,  M.D  1    t  O 

John  North,  Esq  1    1  O 

Thomas  Willis,  Esq.,  Baker  Street  110 
Thos.  Jacomb,  Esq.,  Upper  York* 

street   110 


ERRATUM. 

At  page  815,  of  our  last  No.,  for  *'  Mr. 
Houghton,"  read  Mr,  Houlton. 
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Gentlemen, 

I  come  now  to  consider  an  important  set 
of  cases,  those  in  which  the  uterus  is  rup- 
tured during  parturition,  an  accident  which 
almost  always  involves  the  life  of  the  foetus, 
and  most  generally,  also,  that  of  the  parent. 
These  cases  confer  a  greater  degree  of  re- 
sponsibility on  the  practitioner  than  what 
arises  from  the  Caesarian  operation  itself ; 
for  by  it,  when  early  resorted  to,  the  foetus 
must  very  generally  be  saved ;  and  of  late 
years,  it  would  seem  by  the  periodical  press, 
that  on  the  Continent,  in  most  instances, 
the  life  of  the  mother  has  also  been  pre- 
served. 

From  the  indifference  with  which  that 
illiberal  and  intolerant  junto,  the  College 
of  Physicians  of  London,  as  well  as  some 
other  physicians  and  mechanics  of  the  pro- 
fession, have  affected  to  treat,  not  only  mid- 
wifery, but  those  even  who  practise  the 
art,  I  would  not  be  surprised  if,  among  my 
auditors,  there  might  be  some  who,  in  imi- 
tation of  a  late  celebrated  professor,  in  a 
northern  university,  may  think  the  art  so 
simple,  that  the  study  of  it  is  fit  only  for 
fools  or  illiterate  old  women  ;  or  who,  like 
Sir  Anthony  Oyster,  of  recent  stultilo- 
quence,  think,  that  the  practice  of  it  by  men 
should  altogether  be  relinquished,  on  the 
score  of  immorality.  But,  in  consideration 
of  the  formidable  nature  of  such  accidents, 
and  that  their  victims  constitute  the  most 
interesting  portion  of  the  community,  I  trust 
you  will  study  this  department  of  your  pro- 
fession with  that  integrity  which  should 
distinguish  men  whose  future  lives  are  to 
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be  consecrated  to  the  cause  of  humanity, 
and  that  you  will  not  suffer  the  babbling  of 
fools  to  influence  your  betterreaaon  ;  or  the 
dictates  of  envy  and  malice  to  guide  your 
actions.  I  think  I  hear  some  one  say,  that 
such  cases  are  of  rare  occurrence !  Yes, 
truly,  because  the  sympathy  of  relatives  for 
the  deceased  is  often  an  insuperable  barrier 
to  dissection,  and  the  grave  can  tell  no  tales! 
But  allowing  that  accidents  of  this  nature 
do  not  happen  above  once  in  3000  labours, 
or  once  in  the  whole  course  of  a  long  and 
extensive  practice,  might.not  this  solitary 
instance,  if  mismanaged,  be  followed  by  the 
loss  of  practice,  and  lasting  disgrace  to  the 
medical  attendant ;  or,  if  the  efforts  of  the 
practitioner  were  crowned  with  Buccess, 
what  solace  would  it  not  afford  to  a  circle 
of  relations  and  friends  ? 

Although  this  accident  must  have  occa- 
sionally happened  from  a  very  remote  pe- 
riod, yet  we  do  not  find  any  observations  in 
the  writings  of  the  ancients  which  would 
lead  us  to  infer  that  it  was  known  to  them. 
Albucasis,  in  his  chapter  de  Extractione 
Foetus  mortui,  certainly  relates  a  case,  where, 
after  the  death,  and  retention  of  the  foetus 
in  the  abdomen,  the  woman  again  conceived, 
and,  after  a  considerable  interval,  foetal 
bones,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  mat- 
ter,  were  discharged  at  the  umbilicus.  Al- 
bucasis does  not  appear  to  have  been  aware 
of  all  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  though, 
as  you  will  soon  be  better  able  to  under- 
stand, it  was  probably  an  example  of  the 
accident  under  consideration.  To  the 
French  accoucheurs  of  the  15th  century, 
however,  the  merit  is  due  of  having  en- 
lightened the  profession  on  this  subject ; 
and,  since  that  period,  the  accident  has  been 
frequently  recognised  by  practitioners  of 
other  countries. 

Laceration  of  the  uterus  has  been  met 
with  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy, 
oftener,  however,  in  the  latter  months,  but 
more  frequently  still  during  parturition, 
from  the  commencement  of  uterine  dilata- 
tion until  the  last  moment  of  the  expulsion 
of  the  foetus.  In  the  Gazette  de  Santi,  for 
March  1824,  a  case  is  recorded,  where  a 
woman,  setat.  33,  in  the  fourth  month  of 
her  fifth  pregnancy,  had  her  uterus  ruptured 
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from  a  fit  of  passion,  and  subsequent  vio- 
lent exertion  ;  she  died  of  hemorrhage  four- 
teen hours  after  the  accident  was  supposed 
to  hare  happened. 

Malformation  add  narrowness  of  the  pel* 
■via,  contraction  of  the  vagina  from  callus 
or  cicatrix,  and  enlargement  of  the  cranium 
from  disease  or  overgrowth,  are  the  causes 
which  usually  predispose  to  this  accident. 
The  exciting  causes  are  not  so  numerous  as 
they  were  at  one  time. supposed  to  he  ;  ex- 
traordinary motion  of  the  foetus,  external 
violence,  the  injudicious  use  of  instruments, 
and  violent  uterine  action,  have  been  men- 
tioned. Inregard  to  the  first  of  the  latter  class 
of  cauaes,  I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  case, 
either  from  the  literature  of  the  profession, 
or  from  any  other  source,  in  which  rupture 
of  the  uterus  could  be  ascribed  to  the  strug- 
gles of  the  foetus ;  and  as  to  the  second,  al- 
though I  know  of  several  examples,  both 
from  my  own  and  from  the  practice  of 
others,  where  women,  near  the  full  time, 
suffered  severe  external  injuries,  yet  the 
uterus  was  not  lacerated.    One  of  the  most 
extraordinary  1  have  read  of,  is  detailed  in 
the  12th  vol.,  Lond.  Med.  Cbirorg.  Trans., 
where  a  woman,  in  the  last  month  of  preg- 
nancy, was  run  over  by  a  stage  coach,  to 
which  accident  she  fell  a  victim  in  twenty 
minutes.   In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  life 
was  extinct,  the  abdominal  cavity  was  open- 
ed to  save  the  foetus.   It  was  then  discover- 
ed, that  although  the  liver  had  been  rent 
through  the  centre  by  the  crush  of  the 
wheels  of  the  coach,  yet  that  the  uterus  was 
uninjured  by  the  accident.   On  the  14th  of 
April,  1822,  I  was  called  to  a  woman  who, 
while  in  the  last  month  of  pregnancy,  re- 
ceived from  her  husband  so  severe  a  kick 
upon  the  centre  of  the  abdomen,  as  to  cause 
a  separation  of  about  one-third  of  the  pla- 
centa from  the  uterus,  and  consequent  death 
of  the  foetus.    On  the  third  day  after  this 
injury,  the  woman  died  of  inflammation  of 
the  abdomen,  and,  on  dissection,  we  could 
not  discover  the  slightest  lesion  of  the 
nterus.   In  the  summer  of  1820,  a  young 
gentleman,  at  that  time  attending  my  lec- 
tures, delivered  a  woman,  who,  between 
the  beginning  of  the  eighth  and  termination 
of  the  ninth  month  of  pregnancy,  tumbled 
down  a  long  staircase  three  times,  yet  she 
went  on  to  the  full  term,  and  was  delivered 
of  a  stout  living  child.   By  adducing  these 
important  cases,  I  do  not  mean  to  deny  the  j 
possibility  of  the  uterus  being  lacerated  by  j 
external  injuries,  but  merely,  that  theac-] 
cident  rarely  happens  from  this  cause.  In 
the  49th  vol.  of  the  Diet,  da  Sckn.  Med., 
p.  235,  there  ia  a  case  related  where  a 
woman,  in  the  seventh  month  of  gestation, 
had  the  uterus  ruptured,  from  having  been 
squeezed  between  a  carriage  and  a  wall. 
In  the  same  volume  of  that  work,  and  in 


Hull's  defence  of  the  Caesarian  section, 
there  are  cases  related,  in  which  the  abdo- 
minal and  uterine  parietes  were  torn  by  the 
horns  of  outrageous  animals. 

If  you  will  call  to  rememberance  the  ob- 
servations which  were  offered  at  an  early 
period  of  the  course,  in  speaking  of  the 
structure  and  condition  of  the  gravid  uterus, 
you  will  readily  understand  how  this  organ 
escapee  unhurt,  where  females  have  been 
exposed  to  severe  injury.  During  the  whole 
of  pregnancy  the  uterus  is  not  tense,  but 
appears  quite  relaxed,  which,  with  its  plas- 
tic structure,  enables  it  to  yield  when  vio- 
lent pressure  is  exerted  upon  the  abdomen, 
wliereby  it  is  less  lisble  to  injury  than  if  it 
were  in  a  atate  of  complete  distention.  The 
uterus  and  foetus  are  still  further  protected 
externally  by  the  abdominal  parietes;  and, 
internally,  by  the  counter-pressure  of  the 
membranes  of  the  ovum  and  liquor  amnii, 
which  latter  is  nearly  incompressible,  and 
therefore  admirably  calculated  to  defend  the 
foetus  from  violence. 

As  to  rupture  of  the  uterua  from  the  in- 
judicious application  of  instruments,  this 
may  very  possibly  arise  when  a  practitioner 
persists  in  the  introduction  of  forceps  into 
a  pelvis,  where  the  brim  is  scarcely  capa- 
cious enough  to  receive  even  the  head.  I 
am  happy  to  say,  however,  that  I  know  of 
only  one  instance  of  the  kind,  which  oc- 
curred nine  or  ten  years  ago,  and  that,  too, 
under  circumstances  so  unwarrantable  and 
disgraceful,  that  it  would  almost  be  desir- 
able to  see,  in  print,  the  name  of  the  rash 
practitioner.  The  circumstances  were  the 
following: — An  experienced  accoucheur 
was  requested  to  attend  a  poor  woman  ia 
labour,  whose  pelvis  was  ascertained  to  be 
too  narrow  to  admit  the  transit  of  a  riving 
foetus.  He  retired  from  the  bed  side  to 
make  arrangements  for  using  the  perforator 
and  crotchet.  While  thus  engaged,  another 
practitioner  called,  who,  tamctrtnxonie,  pro- 
ceeded to  apply  forceps;  and,  after  having 
been  once  or  twice  foiled,  he  at  last  suc- 
ceeded in  extracting  a  still-born  foetus, 
whose  head  was  so  much  crushed,  that  one 
eye  was  squeezed  out  of  its  socket,  and  the 
mother  escaped  with  a  rent  in  the  cervix 
uteri,  vagina,  aod  perineum.  She  was  so 
rudely  treated,  that  a  person  who  saw  her 
soon  after  in  a  public  institution,  said  that 
they  had  made  minced  meat  of  her. 

By  far  the  most  frequent  cause  of  lacera- 
tion of  the  uterus  is  violent  action  of  the 
organ  itself,  which  maybe  induced,  first, 
by  premature  rupture  of  the  membranes  j 
and,  secondly,  by  disproportion  between  the 
foetus  and  the  pelvis,  i.  e.  the  foetus  may  be 
large,  and  the  pelvis  below  the  natural 
standard,  or  actually  deformed.  When  the 
action  of  the  uterus  becomes  preternatural, 
that  of  the  abdominal  muscles  is  excited 
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by  consent,  whereby  the  accident  is  harried 
on.  You  can  easily  understand  how  either 
of  these  causes  leads  to  this  injury.  When 
the  membranes  of  the  ovum  are  prematurely 
burst,  the  liquor  amnii  escapes,  and  therefore 
the  foetal  head  comes  into  immediate  con- 
tact with  the  uterus,  which,  as  it  is  now 
pressed  between  two  bodies  firmer  than  it- 
self, must  sooner  or  later  give  way  where 
this  pressure  is  most  exerted,  or  where  the 
uterus  is  weakest. 

When  parturition  has  been  much  pro- 
tracted, and  the  uterus  long  pressed  be- 
tween the  head  and  an  exostosis,  or  the 
brim  of  a  contracted  pelvis,  inflammation 
and  ulceration  of  the  peritoneal  surface  of 
the  uterus  may  ensue,  and  terminate  in  rup- 
ture of  this  organ.  When  the  accident  hap- 
pens from  violent  and  long-continued  ac- 
tion of  the  uterus,  such  cases  have  been 
Styled  spontaneous  laceration,  but  as  this 
term  must  lead  to  an  idea  that  the  uterus 
may  be  injured  without  cause,  it  should  be 
exploded. 

My  own  experience  In  this  accident  is 
limited,  and  has  been  acquired  where  lace- 
ration arose  from  the  cause  which  I  have 
just  discussed.  On  the  21st  of  Nov.,  1824, 
I  was  requested,  by  my  friend  Mr.  Scott, 
of  Broughton,  to  see  a  patient  he  was  then 
attending  ;  she  was  thirty-six  years  of  age, 
the  mother  of  several  children,  and  had  suf- 
fered little  in  her  former  confinements. 
Her  labour,  on  this  occasion,  commenced 
about  eight  or  nine  at  night ;  uterine  ac- 
tion was  moderate,  and  suddenly,  between 
one  and  two,  her  bearing-down  efforts  al- 
most entirely  ceased.  1  saw  her  at  three 
in  the  morning,  and  found  her  with  a  rapid, 
indistinct  pulse,  an  anxious  appearance  of 
countenance,  excruciating  pain  in  the  abdo- 
men, on  the  least  pressure,  and  a  slight 
oozing  of  blood  per  vaginam.  In  this  con- 
dition, Mr.  Scott  and  myself  thought  it  im- 
perative on  us  to  deliver  the  woman  imme- 
diately. Though  the  head  had  not  entered 
the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  a  lengthened  pair  of 
forceps  were  applied  in  a  few  minutes,  but 
the  head,  after  a  cautious  trial  with  the 
instrument  for  about  half  an  hour,  could  not 
be  brought  down,  and  at  last  it  slipped. 
The  perforator  was  then  pushed  through 
%  the  cranium,  when  a  considerable  quantity 
of  fluid  escaped,  which  led  us  to  a  know- 
ledge of  the  trne  nature  of  the  case :  the 
foetus  was  immediately  brought  along,  and 
an  extensive  breach  was  discovered  in  the 
posterior  part  of  the  cernx  nferi,  extending 
upwards  into  the  body  of  the  uterus,  as  far 
'  as  the  fingers  could  reach.  Dr.  Duncan, 
jun.,  obligingly  visited  the  patient,  when 
she  laboured  under  very  formidable  symp- 
toms, such  as  black  vomiting,  &c,  but  she 
ultimately  recovered.  The  foregoing  case 
taught  me— first,  that  the  uterus  may  be 
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ruptured  when  its  action  has  been  neither 
severe  nor  protracted  ;  secondly,  that  when 
the  cranium  fills  the  brim,  there  will  be  no 
great  haemorrhage  ;  and  thirdly,  that  unless 
the  laceration  be  in  the  bod}'  of  the  uterus, 
its  action  will  not  cease  entirely. 

The  next  case  I  am  to  speak  of  is  one  of 
which  the  particulars  were  communicated 
to  me  by  a  Gentleman  Who  saw  the  patient 
when  she  was  in  articulo  mortis,  and  who 
afterwards  witnessed  the  dissection  of  the 
body.  In  this,  as  in  the  case  lust  narrated, 
the  head  of  the  foetus  was  hydrocephalic, 
and  there  was  an  exostosis  on  one  of  the 
pelvic  bones.  Labour  had  been  suffered  to 
continue  for  many  hours  ;  the  patient  died 
undelivered,  and  without  an  attempt  to  ex- 
tract the  foetus  ;  and,  on  dissection,  several 
rents  had  been  found  in  the  uterus — an  ex- 
tensive one  in  its  body,  through  which  the 
whole  of  the  foetus,  except  the  head,  pro- 
truded among  the  intestines.  This  rough 
sketch,  which  I  traced  with  the  pen,  the 
day  on  which  the  Gentleman  who  comuni- 
cated  the  case  to  me  wituessed  the  dissec- 
tion, will  afford  you  some  idea  of  the  diffe- 
rent lacerations,  "and  their  situation  in  the 
uterus. 

The  last  case  of  which  I  am  to  give 
you  an  outline,  is  one  which  occurred  on 
the  14th  of  January  last,  in  the  hands  of 
the  pupils  of  a  contemporary  teacher.  It 
was  the  woman's  third  confinement;  she 
was  about  thirty- three  hours  in  labour,  and 
died  undelivered,  without  any  one  but  mere 
students  seeing  her,  and,*  consequently, 
without  an  attempt  to  extract  the  fectus, 
although,  from  the  accounts  1  received,  she 
must  have  lived  for  nine  hours  almost  after 
the  accident.  1  knew  nothing  of  the  case 
until  the  friends  came  to  my  Dispensary  to 
request  that  I  would  come  to  open  the  body. 
Dr.  Knox  and  Mr.  Lizars,  with  pupils  be- 
longing to  each  of  us,  were  present.  The 
examination  of  the  body,  which  was  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Lizars,  was  most  interesting. 
The  rent  was,  very  extensive,  situated  in  the 
fore  part  of  the  body  of  the  uterus,  and  per- 
mitted almost  the  whole  of  the  body  of  a 
pretty  large  male  foetus  to  pass  through  it ; 
the  fundus  uteri  was  well  contracted.  The 
head  was  firmly  fixed  in  the  brim  of  a  nar- 
row pelvis.  The  casts  which  I  now  exhibit 
to  you  were,  at  different  stages  of  the  dis- 
section, taken  by  Mr.  Lizars  from  the  body 
of  this  poor  woman.  The  position  of  the 
foetus  was  exactly  the  same  as  that  repre- 
sented in  the  beautiful  plate  published  by 
the  amiable  Denman  in  IMS,  but  the  rent 
wa9  differently  situated. 

What  would  that  canting  old  hypocrite 
Sir  Anthony  Oyster,  what  would  the  intole- 
rant A  llows  of  the  London  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, soy  to  these  two  cases  1  Would 
they  withdraw  their  ungenerous  opposition 
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to  this  branch  of  the  art  of  healing  being 
placed  upon  the  same  footing  with  physic, 
or  any  of  the  other  departments,  and  ac- 
knowledge that  it  was  full  time  the  legisla- 
ture should  enact  such  laws  as  would  com- 
pel candidates  for  public  favour  to  prove,  by 
examination  before  competent  judges,  that 
they  were  worthy  of  being  trusted  with  the 
lives  of  their  fellow  creatures,  in  situations 
of  all  others  the  most  responsible  ?  If  a 
man  is  transported  beyond  seas  for  the  whole 
period  of  his  natural  life,  for  committing  a 
rash  act  during  a  moment  of  irritation,  or 
in  self  defence,  what  punishment  should  be 
awarded  against  men  who,  in  their  sober 
judgment,  suffer  their  fellow  creatures  to 
die  without  an  attempt  to  render  proper  as- 
sistance. The  courts  of  law  in  England 
have  long  been  accustomed  to  award  da- 
mages against  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession for  a  variety  of  delinquencies ;  and  I 
must  say,  that  if  a  similar  course  were 
adopted  here,  it  would  add  to  the  respecta- 
bility of  our  members,  and  the  happiness  of 
the  community.  The  law,  in  so  far  as  it  re- 
gards the  medical  profession,  however,  is,  in 
some  respects,  remarkable  only  for  ita  incon- 
sistency ;  for  you  may  experiment  upon  the 
living  with  impunity,  but  to  touch  the  dead 
is  felony.  (A  laugh.) 

That*  celebrated  mechanical  teacher  of 
midwifery  in  London,  Dr.  D.  D.  Davis, 
who  has  invented  such  a  number  of  instru- 
ments, that  the  collection  in  Dr.  Slop's 
green  bag,  must  have  been  trifling  in  compa- 
rison to  them,  (a  laugh,)  has  with  them 
promulgated  a  piece  of  information,  which, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  must  tend  to  render 
the  subject  of  this  Lecture  one  of  more  fre- 
quent occurrence  ;  and  the  same  sentiments, 
or  something  of  similar  tendency,  have  been 
echoed  by  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal.  Dr.  Davis  says,  that  "  by 
means  of  artificial  subjects,  both  maternal  and 
foetal,"  of  which  you  have  before  you  an 
exact  representation,  "  he  has  been  enabled, 
for  some  years,  effectually  to  teach  his  pupils 
the  dry  or  pure  mechanics  of  the  art."  In  the 
Number  for  October,  1823,  of  the  Journal 
referred  to,  page  39b,  there  is  the  following 
passage : — **  Too  much  time,  tee  cmceive,  is 
employed  by  students  in  attending  common  mid' 
wifery  cases."  On  passages,  so  absurd  in 
themselves,  and  so  dangerous  in  their  ten- 
dency, I  will  not  now  comment,  having  done 
so  already  in  the  proper  place.  In  reference 
to  the  latter  passage,  however,  I  must  ob- 
serve, that  Dr.  Duncan,  junior,  who,  until 
the  last  year  or  two,  was  editor  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  and 
whoie  opinions  justly  have  great  weight 
with  the  profession,  always  in  any  conver- 
sation which  I  have  had  with  him,"  strongly 
impressed  on  me  the  necessity  of  affording 
as  many  opportunities  of  practice  as  possi- 


ble to  my  pupils.  I  am,  therefore,  bonnd  to 
believe,  whether  the  article  containing  the 
passage  in  question,  was  published  while 
the  Journal  was  under  the  management  of 
Dr.  Duncan,  or  since  it  has  fallen  into  the 
bands  of  the  respectable  individuals  who  at 
present  conduct  it,  that  those  sentiments 
must  have  escaped  their  notice  in  the  hurry 
of  publication,  or  that  they  would  never 
otherwise  have  been  inserted. 

Besides  the  causes  which  have  been  dia- 
cussed,  incautious  management  during  the 
version  of  the  foetus,  and,  according  to  M. 
Capuron,  schirrosity  of  the  cervix  uteri,  may 
lead  to  rupture  of  this  organ.  1  can  easily 
believe  this,  but  1  have  no  knowledge  of 
such  cases. 

The  rent  may  be  seated  in  any  part  of 
the  uterus,  from  its  aperture  to  its  fun- 
dus, and  it  may  take  an  oblique  or  trans- 
verse direction.  Most  generally,  the  injury 
is  situated  in  the  back  part  of  this  organ,  at 
that  point  which,  during  parturition,  is 
liable  to  be  in  contact  with  the  promontory 
of  the  sacrum.  Laceration  in  the  anterior 
is  less  frequent  than  in  the  posterior  parie- 
tes  of  the  uterus  ;  but  whether  it  happens 
in  the  one  or  the  other,  it  generally  has  a 
transverse  direction. 

The  symptoms  may  be  divided  into  pre- 
monitory and  concomitant.  It  is  of  the  first 
moment  to  remember  both,  because  it  is  by 
early  and  active  interference  only,  that  any 
good  can  be  done.  By  attentively  watching 
the  first  class  of  phenomena,  you  may  often 
prevent  the  occurrence  of  the  accident  alto- 
gether. In  every  case  where  yon  are  re- 
quested to  attend  a  patient,  you  should  take 
an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  nature  of 
her  previous  labours,  if  she  has  had  chil- 
dren ;  and  if  you  find  that  she  has  suffered 
much,  that  the  crotchet  has  been  required, 
or  that  she  has  given  birth  to  still  born 
children,  you  should  watch  her  with  more 
than  usual  diligence;  you  should  also  do  so 
where  the  pains  continue  very  powerful, 
without  advancing  the  presentation,  even 
after  the  os  uteri  is  fully  dilated,  where  there 
are  scarcely  any  intervals  of  ease  between 
them,  when  they  seem  as  if  centred  in  one 
particular  part,  as  the  sacrum  or  pubes,  and 
where  there  is  a  sensation  of  cramp  in  the 
abdomen  between  the  pains;  and,  lastly, 
where  there  is  great  restlessness,  flushing 
of  the  countenance,  and  rapidity  of  the 
pulse. 

You  are  not  always,  however,  to  expect 
these  precursors,  for  the  accident  has  hap- 
pened, not  only  where  the  patient  was  not 
long  in  labour,  but  where  even  uterine  ac- 
tion was  not  remarkably  strong,  as  in  the 
case  in  which  Mr.  Scott  and  myself  were 
concerned.  We  can  speak  with  far  greater 
confidence  of  the  concomitant  symptoms,  or 
those  which  denote  the  presence  of  the 
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accident.  Whenever  it  happens,  a  feeling 
ia  conveyed  to  the  mother  of  something  hav- 
ing- given  way  within  her ;  so  obvious,  in- 
deed, is  this  sensation,  that  in  some  in- 
atanoea,  not  only  the  sufferer,  but  the  medi- 
cal attendant  even,  have  been  said  to  have 
heard  a  noise  when  the  uterus  was  lace- 
rated ;  the  woman  experiences  excruciating 
pain  in  the  injured  part ;  and  if  the  lesion 
he  in  the  body  of  the  uterus,  the  pains  will 
cease,  but  if  in  the  cervix,  labour  will  con- 
tinue in  a  very  partial  degree  ;  blood  oozes 
per  vaginam  in  pi  of  use  or  limited  quantity, 
according  to  the  proximity  of  the  rent  to 
the  placenta,  and  the  extent  to  which  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis  is  occupied  by  the  head ; 
except  when  the  cranium  is  wedged,  the  pre- 
aentation  recedes ;  the  countenance  is  pale, 
anxious,  and  displays  a  peculiarity  of  aspect 
which  no  one  who  has  once  witnessed  it, 
can  mistake  in  a  future  case  ;  a  vomiting  of 
dark-coloured  fluid  follows,  with  convulsions 
and  syncope,  which,  when  the  haemorrhage 
is  profuse,  soon  proves  destructive  to  life. 
When  the  peritoneal  coat  of  the  uterus  is 
torn,  the  blood  flows  into  the  abdomen,  and 
very  little  per  vaginam,  and,  as  already  no- 
ticed, the  external  effusion  will  also  be 
limited,  when  the  head  is  fixed  in  the  brim. 
If  you  place  the  hand  upon  the  abdomen, 
the  patient  will  complain  of  great  tender- 
ness ;  and  when  the  foetus  has  been  forced 
in  among  the  intestines,  you  will  be  able  to 
trace  distinctly  its  limbs,  and  all  its  other 
more  prominent  parts. 

Our  prognosis,  in  every  case  of  this  kind, 
must  be  guarded,  and  more  especially  if 
much  time  have  been  suffered  to  elapse  be- 
fore proper  assistance  has  been  afforded  to 
the  patient.  Profuse  discharges  of  blood 
per  vaginam,  the  escape  of  the  foetus  from  the 
uterine  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  the  total 
cessation  of  uterine  action,  indicating  the 
laceration  to  be  in  the  body  of  the  uterus, 
protrusion  of  a  portion  of  intestine  into  the 
uterus,  black  vomiting,  convulsions,  and 
syncope,  should  be  viewed  in  the  most  un- 
favourable light.  A  more  favourable  opi- 
nion may  be  delivered  when  the  patient 
las  been  early  and  scientifically  treated 
after  the  accident,  when  uterine  action  is 
present,  though  but  in  a  trivial  degree,  and 
when  the  pulse  is  little  affected.  In  some  j 
instances,  the  patient  sinks  in  two  or  three 
hours  after  the  accident,  while  there  are 
other  cases  in  which  they  have  been  known 
to  live  for  several  weeks.  When  the  case 
terminates  favourably,  recovery  is  generally  ( 
attended  by  a  lingering  convalescence.  The 
fatal  event  may  be  ascribed  to  a  variety  of 
causes, — as  hasmorrhage,  inflammation  of 
the  peritoneum  from  laceration,  or  from 
the  effusion  of  blood,  or  liquor  amvii,  into  its 
*ac  ;  protrusion  and  strangulation  of  a  por- 
tion of  intestine,  and  the  total  escape  of 


the  fcetus  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  where' 
in  some  instances,  it  has  been  known  to 
continue  for  many  years,  with  little  incon- 
venience to  the  patient ;  but  whence,  more 
frequently,  it  is  discharged  by  extensive 
abscesses,  which  evacuate  their  contents,  at 
different  points,  through  the  abdominal  pa- 
rietes,  per  vaginam  or  rectum.  Of  such  cases 
you  will  find  some  published,  by  several  of 
our  own  countrymen,  in  the  Edinburgh  Medi- 
cal Commentary,  Edinburgh  Medical  Essays, 
and  iu  a  very  interesting  pamphlet,  pub- 
lished in  1810,  on  lletroversio  Uteri,  by 
Dr.  Merriman,  of  London.  Similar  cases 
have  also  been  recorded  by  Austruc,  Bar- 
tholinus,  Littre,  and  others.  Death,  from 
the  protrusion  of  a  fold  of  intestine  into  the 
uterus,  has  been  less  frequent.  One  fatal 
case  has  been  related  by  the  distinguished 
Baudelocque;  and  a  most  extraordinary  one, 
in  which  the  patient  recovered,  by  Dr. 
M'Reever,  of  Dublin,  in  a  very  useful  little 
work  published  by  that  gentleman  in  1814. 
In  this  instance,  a  stout  young  woman  had 
the  uterus  ruptured  during  severe  labour, 
which  continued  thirty  hours,  and  nearly 
four  feet  of  intestine  protruded  into  the 
vagina,  and  sloughed  off  on  the  6th  day 
after  the  accident.  For  almost  two  years, 
the  patient  voided  all  the  fasces  through 
the  breach  in  the  uterus,  per  vaginam.  At 
the  conclusion  of  that  period  they  took 
their  natural  course  ;  eighteen  months  af- 
terwards the  woman  conceived,  and  has 
since,  at  the  full  time,  been  safely  delivered 
of  a  small  female  child.  This  last  case 
proves  what  may  be  accomplished  by  an 
active  practitioner,  while  it  must,  at  the 
same  time,  convince  you  of  the  propriety 
of  effecting  the  delivery  of  your  patient, 
however  unfavourable  may  be  the  condition 
in  which  you  find  her  ;  for  it  is  impossible 
to  foretel  the  advantages  which  may  arise 
to  the  parent  from  the  extraction  of  the 
foetus.  You  should  strain  every  nerve  to 
prevent  a  patient  dying  undelivered,  for  it 
creates  a  great  uproar  among  the  attend- 
ants, and  others  of  the  sex  ;  and ,  under  moat 
circumstances,  there  are  few,  if  any,  prac- 
tical errors  that  can  more  indelibly  stain 
the  character  of  the  medical  attendant. 

In  regard  to  the  treatment,  when  symp- 
toms are  evolved  which  would  lead  you  to 
apprehend  rupture  of  the  uterus,  the  action 
of  this  organ  must  be  moderated,  in  oide. 
that  the  head  may  be  more  progressively 
moulded  to  the  pelvis,  or  that  an  iuterval  of 
ease  may  be  procured,  to  enable  the  prac- 
titioner to  adopt  such  measures  as  the  case 
may  require.  This  object  you  should  en- 
deavour to  obtain  by  bleeding  the  patient  to 
approaching  syncope,  and  by  exhibiting  from 
80  to  1V0  drops  of  the  tiuct.  opii,  accord- 
ing to  the  vigour  of  the  sufferer.  When 
these  remedies  have  not  been  successful, 
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try  the  effects  of  intimidation,  which,  from 
its  powerful  influence  over  the  uterus,  may 
prove  a  valuable  agent  in  diminishing  the 
violence  of  its  action.  You  may  call  out 
that  you  dread  the  bursting  of  a  blood- 
vessel. When  rupture  has  actually  hap- 
pened, let  it  ever  be  impressed  on  your 
minds,  that  nothing  but  early  delivery  can 
save  the  patient;  and  how  this  is  to  he 
effected,  must  now  be  determined.  Should 
the  uterus  be  lacerated  during  the  version 
of  the  foetus,  the  delivery,  by  this  method, 
must  be  persevered  in.  The  same  practice 
must  also  be  pursued  when  the  accident 
happens  before  the  o»  uteri  is  sufficiently 
expauded  to  permit  the  use  of  forceps,  pro- 
vided the  aperture  is  dilatable,  aud  open  to 
such  extent,  as  to  justify  a  practitioner  in 
proceeding  to  introduce  the  hand.  When 
the  uterus  is  injured  while  the.  head  is 
wedged  in  the  pelvis,  whether  from  dis- 
proportion, exostosis,  or  a  tumour,  the  per- 
forator must  be  used  ;  but  when  the  brim  is 
sufficiently  capacious  to  permit  the  head  to 
pass,  the  short  or  long  forceps  must  have 
the  preference. 

It  is  my  firm  impression,  that  in  every 
instance  where  the  uterine  dilatation  is  ade- 
quate, and  where  the  head  presents,  whe- 
ther above  or  below  the  brim,  that  forceps, 
long  or  short,  should  be  used,  in  preference 
to  turning,  as,  by  this  last  method,  an  ex- 
tension of  the  rent  is  inevitable. 

When  the  foetus  completely  passes  from 
the  uterine  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  two 
modes  of  relief  have  been  resorted  to  :  fust, 
to  accomplish  the  delivery  by  the  natural 
passage  ;  and,  secondly,  by  the  section  of 
the  abdominal  parietes,  or  gastrotomy,  as  it 
is  termed.  Let  us  now  consider  which  of 
these  merits  the  preference.  In  regard  to 
the  first,  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  unless 
the  accident  has  been  attended  by  profuse 
hemorrhage,  the  uterus,  and  consequently 
the  rent,  except  it  be  iu  the  cervix,  will,  in 
a  few  hours,  contract  so  greatly,  that  the 
practitioner  cau  neither  iutroduce  the  hand 
through  the  ot  tinea,  nor  the  laceration, 
without  some  degree  of  force,  and  conse- 
quent extension  of  the  latter  openiug. 
There  are  several  well-authenticated  cases, 
where  the  foetus,  at  the  lapse  of  a  consider- 
able period  even,  had  been  brought  through 
the  breach  into  the  uterus,  and  extracted  per 
vaginam.  In  one  of  these,  in  which  the  late 
celebrated  Dr.  W.  Hunter  was  concerned, 
the  foetus  had  been  allowed  to  remain  among 
the  abdominal  viscera  for  three  days  before 
it  was  withdrawn.  Mr.  Goldion,  in  his 
pamphlet  on  this  subject,  i elates  a  case 
where  the  foetus  was  not  removed  from  the 
abdomen  for  twenty-four  hours  nfter  the 
accident.  As  Dr.  Hunter's  patient  lived  for 
upwards  of  three  weeks  after  her  delivery, 
and  then,  as  it  was  supposed,  fell  a  victim 


to  ber  own  imprudence — and  as  there  are 
also  several  cases  recorded,  where  the  foetus 
continued  in  the  abdominal  cavity  for  many 
years  with  comparatively  little  inconveni- 
ence to  the  patient,  who  enjoyed  good 
health,  got  rid  of  the  retained  foetus  by 
suppuration,  and  ultimately  recovered ;  or 
who,  while  the  extra-uterine  foetus  was  still 
retained,  conceived  several  times — it  has 
been  recommended  when  the  foetus  has  been 
ejected  by  the  uterus  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen,  to  leave  matters  to  nature.  As 
to  the  practice  of  extracting  the  , foetus  by 
the  natural  passage  when  extra-uterine,  I 
regret  to  say  thst  it  has  been  so  unsuccess- 
ful, as  completely  to  discourage  us  from 
attempting  it,  since  every  womau,  in  whom 
it  was  followed,  whether  late  or  early  after 
the  accident,  has  died.  If  there  be  any 
example  recorded,  where  the  fectus  was  ex- 
tracted from  among  the  viscera  of  the  abdo- 
men with  ultimate  success  to  the  parent,  I 
strongly  suspect  that  the  rent  was  not  in  the 
body,  but  in  the  cervix  of  the  uterus,  or 
upper  part  of  the  vagina,  for  these  parts  are 
not  endowed  with  so  much  contractility  as 
the  body  of  the  uterus,  uor  is  laceration  of 
them  at  all  so  dangerous  to  the  patient. 
Professor  James  Hamilton  of  medicine  and 
midwifery  in  this  University,  relates  among 
his  Select  Cases,  published  iu  1793,  one, 
in  which  he  says  that  he  removed  a  foetus 
from  among  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  that 
the  mother  recovered.  Now,  1  know  that 
some  weak-headed  people  are  inclined  to  be 
a  little  sceptical  regarding  this  case,  because 
all  others  of  the  kind  have  beeu  fatal ;  but 
this  merely  proves  that  every  practitioner 
is  not  equally  dexterous ;  and  if  the  foetus 
were  by  any  chance  to  burst  into  the  urinary 
bladder,  what  would  hinder  the  professor 
from  extracting  it  per  urethram,  by  means  of 
Sir  Astley  Cooper's  forceps?  (A  laugh !)  To 
me,  such  a  case  would  not  appear  half  so 
extraordinary  as  another  which  the  pro- 
i  feasor  is  accustomed  to  relate,  where  a 
woman,  in  the  latter  months  of  pregnancy, 
supported  for  a  fortnight,  the  trifling  lou  of 
a  large  chamber-pot  full  of  blood  daily,  and 
at  last  died.  Secondly,  although  the  foetus 
when  ejected  among  the  abdominal  viscera 
I  has  been,  at  some  future  period,  successfully 
discharged  from  the  living  body  hv  abscess, 
I  yet  tins  fortunate  termination  would  not 
j  justify  us  in  leaving  such  a  case  to  nature, 
since  a  far  greater  number  of  patients  so 
J  circumstanced,  huve  Bunk  under  the  most 
I  painful  and  protracted  sufferings.  And, 
'  lastly,  in  regard  to  those  individuals  who, 
;  we  are  informed,  conceived  during  the  re- 
:  tention  of  the  ftetus,  your  own  good  sense 
i  must  teach  you,  that  such  cases  are  far  too 
marvellous  for  belief. 

Gastrotomy,  the  second  mode  of  relief, 
from  iu  near  resemblance  to  the  Caesarian 
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operation ,  is  a  formidable  expedient  .  yet 
it  would  seem  that  many  women  who  sub- 
mi  tied  to  it  Lave  had  a  complete  recovery, 
even  when  it  was  performed  at  the  lapse  of 
many  hours  after  the  uterus  had  been  lace- 
iated.  The  first  well-authenticated  case  in 
which  it  was  successful,  is  to  be  fuund  in 
the  third  volume  of  the  Journ.  de  Med.  for 
1768  ;  the  fcetus  was  still  born.  You  will 
find  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Pathol. 
Chirurg.,  the  case  of  a  woman  who  had  been 
twice  successfully  operated  on  ;  the  second 
time,  the  foetus  continued  to  live  for  half  an 
hour  after  its  extraction  from  among  the 
viscera.  In  the  second  volume  of  the 
(Quarterly  Journal  of  Foreign  Med.,  there  is 
a  case  in  which  the  opeiation  proved  sue. 
cessful  to  the  parent,  although  it  had  not 
been  performed  for  twelve  hours  after  the 
accident.  And,  in  the  first  Number  of  the 
Edinb.  Journ.  of  Med.  Science,  p.  118,  there 
is  a  fifth  operation,  by  which  both  mother 
and  child  were  saved.  From  the  result  of 
gastrotomy  in  these  five  cases,  or  at  least 
operations,  when  the  extraction  of  the 
fcetus  from  among  the  abdominul  viscera 
has  not  been  attempted  immediately  after 
the  accident,  the  preference  must  certaiuly 
be  given  to  the  section  of  the  abdominul 
parietes ;  and  the  same  practice  must  be 
adopted,  when  the  fcetus  is  ejected  among 
the  intestines,  before  the  uterine  aperture 
is  sufficiently  dilated  to  receive  the  hand  of 
the  practitioner,  with  a  view  to  the  opera- 
tion of  turning.  In  a  case  where  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  blood,  or  liquor  amnii, 
has  been  effused  into  the  cavity  of  the  ab- 
domen, gastrotomy,  by  affording  an  outlet 
to  these  matters,  will  be  attended  with  fur- 
ther advantages  to  the  patient.  Once  more 
let  me  remiud  you  that  when  this  operation 
is  thought  necessary,  it  must  be  performed 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Where,  after  the  removal  of  the  foetus,  a 
portion  of  intestine  insinuates  itself  into  the 
uterus,  and  where  this  organ  has  contracted 
so  much  that  it  cannot  receive  the  bond  to 
reduce  the  intestine,  Pigrai,  the  friend  and 
favourite  pupil  of  Ambrose  Pare,  recom- 
mended gastrotomy  ;  and  I  think  his  recom- 
mendation must  be  acted  on,  for  I  see  no 
other  way  by  which,  in  such  cases,  the  object 
of  the  practitioner  can  be  attained.  These, 
however,  are  desperate  cases ;  and,  generally, 
we  may  not  be  aware  of  the  nature  of  the 
patient's  complaint  during  life.  Baudelocque 
relates  a  case,  which,  much  to  his  credit,  he 
does  not  believe  himself,  where  one  of  his 
countrymen,  three  days  after  the  accident, 
introduced  his  hand,  armed  with  a  bistourv, 
into  the  uterus,  enlarged  the  rent,  and  re- 
duced the  intestine.  But  if  auy  part  of  this 
statement  be  correct,  the  laceration  must 
have  been  in  the  vagina,  and  not  in  utero. 
To  prevent  strangulation  of  the  intestine  by 


the  uterus,  I  would  recommend  that,  after 
the  delivery,  the  haud  should  be  intro- 
duced and  retained  in  this  organ,  until  it  is 
properly  contracted. 

finally,  as  in  a  few  females  who  recovered 
from  rupture  of  the  uterus,  the  like  accident 
has  recurred  in  their  succeeding  labour  j  it 
was  first  proposed  in  1709,  by  Dr.  Douglas 
of  London,  to  extract  the  fcetus  by  the  feet 
in  the  subsequent  labours  of  such  indi- 
viduals, to  prevent  the  action  of  the  uterus 
being  violently  excited.  This  I  conceive 
to  be  u  wise  measure,  and  one  which  has 
since  been  successfully  followed  by  Dr. 
Douglas,  and  other  gentlemen  ;  but  if  the 
head  be  far  advanced  through  the  brim  be- 
fore we  are  called,  or  the  pelvis  narrow, 
this  practice  cannot  be  adopted. 


ON  THE 

ORGANIC  MATERIALITY  OF  THE  MIND; 

The  Immateriality  of  the  Soul,  and  the  Non- 
identity  of  the  Tvoo. 

Bv  G.  D.  DERMOTT,  Esq. 

Before  I  commence  this  subject,  it  must 
be  fully  understood,  (and,  in  fact,  in  the 
course  of  reading  it  will  be  clearly  seen,) 
that  my  sentiments  do  not  at  all  tally  with 
those  of  Drs.  Gall  and  Spurzheim. 

I  feel  completely  convinced,  that  the  cor- 
tical part  of  the  substance  of  the  brain  is 
only  subservient  to  the  medullary  part,  in- 
asmuch as  the  former  is  the  seat  of  birth  to 
certain  qualities,  which  afterwards  become 
diffused  or  circulated  through  the  medullary 
part  of  the  brain,  and  even  nervous  system, 
und  iu  which  their  effects  become  perfectly 
developed  ;  hence  it  is  the  medullary  part 
of  the  brain  to  which  my  observations  refer, 
and  which  possesses  all  the  distinguishing 
living  properties  peculiar  to  the  brain,  as 
living  brain. 

I  know  that  there  are  certain  masses  or 
portions  of  the  brain,  individually  possess- 
ing their  peculiar  properties  or  functions  ; 
thus  there  is  one  particular  portion  of  the 
biaiu  which  is  the  region  of  perception, 
another  the  region  of  thought,  another  for 
memory,  and  another  for  judgment;  for, 
we  take  awuy  the  cerebrum,  and  we  take 
away  at  once  the  perception,  thought,  and 
memory  ;  we  take  away  the  cerebellum, 
(without  the  cerebrum,)  and  we  take  away 
the  judgment ;  this  is  a  fact  fully  established 
by  M.  Flourens  and  PfofeSMI  Rolando,  be- 
cause these  actions  (mental  t  as  they  are  com- 
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monly  called,)  are  nothing  else  than  the 
organic  functions  of  these  several  parts  of 
the  brain,  as  it  is  the  peculiar  living  or  or- 
ganic function  of  the  stomach  to  digest ;  for, 
by  taking  away  the  latter,  we  take  away  the 
function  of  digestion,  and  we  should  simply 
produce  this  effect,  if  we  could  doit  without 
producing  injury  to  the  nervous  or  vascular 
systems,  or  the  system  at  large,  by  breaking 
the  harmony  which  must  be  naturally  exist* 
ing  between  the  functions  of  the  different 
viscera  to  constitute  a  perfect  body. 

It  is  in  vain  to  state,  that  what  I  have 
now  ventured  to  affirm  is  untrue,  upon  the 
strength  of  an  assumption  founded  upon  igno- 
rance and  prejudice,  and  frequently  made — 
that  the  mental  properties  are  totally  diffe- 
rent from  the  known  properties,  and  all 
established  ideas  of  matter.  For  our  ideas 
are  founded  upon  our  knowledge  of  dead  or 
inorganic  matter,  to  which,  and  theology,  the 
divines*  and  every  sensible  man  not  con- 
nected with  our  profession,  should  confine 
their  speculations.  On  the  contrary,  the 
knowledge  and  pursuits  of  the  properties  of 
organic  matter,  or  animal  life,  is  a  know- 
ledge of  itself ;  organic  life  having  proper- 
ties so  totally  different  from  inorganic  mat- 
ter, that  our  ideas  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
former,  must  not  be  at  all  fashioned  by  those 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  latter ;  hence,  what  is 
demonstration  to  a  physiologist,  cannot  be 
conceived  to  be  clear  demonstration  to  a 
divine,  unless  that  divine  has  an  elaborate 
and  an  unnecessary  degree  of  insight  into 
the  nature  of  physiology :  for  instance,  who 
would  suppose  a  priori,  judging  merely 
from  the  properties  of  dead  matter,  that  it 
could  be  the  peculiar  living  property  of  the 
stomach  to  carry  on  the  incomprehensible 
function  of  digestion  ;  for  the  intestinal 
canal  to  be  one  of  the  chief  means  of  mak- 
ing blood  ;  for  the  arteries  to  be  living  tubes, 
and  for  these  living  tubes  to  be  circulating  a 
living  fluid,  to  be  producing  equally  incom- 
prehensible effects  on  every  part  of  the 
body ;  and  again,  for  the  nerves  to  be  pos- 
sessed with  peculiar  sensibilities  and  living 
powers,  so  beautifully  shown  by  Bell  and 
Magendie  ;  and  again,  for  the  brain  to  be 
possessing  the  organic  functions,  which  have 
hitherto  been  invariably  denominated  men- 
tal. If  further  proof  were  wanting,  than  the 
actual  abstraction  of  the  certain  portions  of 
the  brain,  as  to  the  identity  of  function  of 
certain  parts  of  the  brain,  1  might  only  ob- 
serve, that  the  cerebral,  or  mental  functions, 
are,  by  every  person,  seen  to  be  as  inti- 
mately associated  with  the  system  at  large 
as  the  organic  function  of  any  other  viscus. 
If  we  derange  the  stomach,  the  limes  may  be 
sympathetically  affected  by  the  influence  of 
the  par  vagum  ;  if  we  derange  the  lungs, 
the  stomach  may  be  reversely  affected  ;  if 
we  lessen  the  nervous  energy  of  the  system, 


all  the  animal  functions  are  correspondent^ 
debilitated ;  and  if  we  unnaturally  excite 
the  sanguineous  system,  the  animal  func- 
tions are  correspondently  deranged.  I  need 
not  say  how  much  these  effects  are  seen  in 
the  brain  ;  now,  by  exciting  the  circulation 
in  the  brain,  the  nervous  energy*  of  the 
brain  is  invigorated,  i.  e.  its  functions, 
or  mental  powers  are  quickened ;  if  the 
velocity  of  the  circulation  be  increased 
to  a  greater  degree,  then  coma,  or  para- 
lysis of  the  brain,  will  be  produced  by  the 
mechanical  pressure  of  the  dilated  teasels 
on  the  substance  of  the  brain,  or  the  ef- 
fusion of  serum :  on  the  contrary,  if  the 
natural  strength  of  the  circulation  is  mate- 
rially lessened,  and  along  with  that,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  the  energy  of  the 
nervous  system,  the  arteries  of  the  brain, 
along  with  all  the  other  viscera,  become 
proportionally  weakened;  the  mind  be- 
comes imbecile,  the  necessary  harmony  be- 
tween the  functions  of  the  different  parts  of 
the  brain,  probably  become*  perverted  ;  the 
thoughts  falter  with  the  tongue,  nay,  more, 
if  animal  depression  still  goes  on,  inaction 
superveues,  and  the  brain,  as  a  component 
part  of  the  animal  system,  becomes  inactive, 
and  syncope  is  succeeded  by  death :  the 
mind  is  gone — gone  with  the  power  of  di- 
gestion— with  the  power  of  chylilication — 
with  the  power  of  sanguification  —  with 
the  power  of  respiration,  &c,  because  the 
proximate  cause  was  itself  the  organic  ac- 
tion of  the  brain,  and  properties  inherent 
in  their  different  portions,  aa  living  parts. 

But  to  take  up  the  argument  on  fresh 
grounds,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  peculiar 
living  property  of  the  nerves  to  feel,  i.  e.  a 
property  of  organic  matter  ;  and  by  the  dis- 
tribution of  which  through  the  different 
parts  of  the  body,  every  part  is  possessed 
with  sensation,  and  carries  on  its  just 
actions,  and  by  which  peculiar,  living,  mate- 
rial property  existing  in  the  nerves,  all  sen* 
sations  and  impressions  are  conveyed  from 
the  different  parts  of  the  body  to  the  brain, 
this  (which  is  a  property  of  matter  it  muat 
be  understood)  produces  perception  of  the 
sensation— it  excite*  the  action  of  percep- 
tion in  some  part  of  the  brain ;  now  this 
action  of  perception  muat  be  an  action  of 
living  matter,  to  be  produced  by  the  sensation 
thus  conveyed  to  the  brain  by  the  nerves, 
i.  e.  they  must  be  both  material,  because 
material  and  spiritual  things  are  so  diffe- 
rent and  incompatible,  that  one  would  not 
be  the  direct  effect  of  the  other,  or  the 
two  principles  could  not  be  so  existing  co- 
temporally,  and  in  a  coeval  state  of  develop- 
ment, in  the  same  viscus.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  thought,  which  is  the  immediate 

•  I  cull  it  nervous  energy,  or  influence, 
for  reasons  I  shall  hereafter  show. 
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sequence  of  "perception,  and,  therefore,  not 
immaterial ;  and  the  same  may  be  Baid  of 
memory,  of  judgment,  and  of  all  other  men- 
tal operations,  the  sequences  of  the  last 
mentioned.  If  we  look,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  comparative  anatomy,  there  I  have  very 
considerable,  and,  I  think,  incontrovertible 
facts  to  support  my  doctrine.  In  the  most 
perfect  animals,  where  the  senses  are  the 
most  numerous  and  perfect,  we  have  nerves 
extending  between  them  and  certain  me- 
dullary portions  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
cerebrum  ;  and  so  that  there  is  a  medullary 
mass  of  the  brain  corresponding  to,  and 
continuous  with  (through  the  medium  of 
the  medullary  part  of  the  nerves)  an  indi- 
vidual sense  ;  and  we  have  the  intellectual 
part,  or  the  higher  part  of  tfie  brain,  corres- 
ponding in  size,  so  as  to  be  commensurate 
in  its  development  with  the  understanding, 
and  with  the  necessities  for  these  senses 
thus  numerous  and  perfect.  This  is  the 
state  of  man,  whose  brain  and  mind*  are  most 
perfect.  As  we  look  through  the  inferior 
gradations,  and  as  we  are  proceeding  lower, 
we  shall  find  that  all,  or  most,  of  the  senses 
become  less  perfect  or  less  numerous  ;  here 
the  corresponding  parts  of  the  brain  are  less 
developed,  or  as  the  senses  become  fewer, 
so  the  corresponding  parts  to  the  senses  in 
the  brain  will  be  necessarily  fewer ;  in  a 
ratio  to  these  defects,  the  intellectual  or 
mental  part  of  the  brain,  as  it  may  be 
termed,  will  be  less  in  size,  because  there 
are  fewer  agents,  or  fewer  senses,  to  excite 
the  sensitive  mass  into  action,  and  its 
operations  are  proportionately  more  limited, 
bearing  a  parity  with  the  senses,  and  the 
necessities  of  the  animal.  In  animals  still 
lower,  we  may  have  a  very  imperfect  system 
of  nerves,  and  a  correspondingly  imperfect 
brain  surrounding  the  top  of  the  oesophagus, 
in  the  form  of  a  large  ganglion,  but  this 
is  only  commensurate  with  the  comparative 
non-complexity  in  the  frame  of  the  animal 
at  large,  and  its  less  necessitous  condition. 
If  we  go  still  lower,  we  find  the  sensitive  or 
nervous  essence  pervading  the  polypus,  like 
so  many  granules  or  spots  ;  nay,  if  we  go 
still  lower,  we  have  a  symptom  of  this  es- 
sence existing  in  a  modified  state,  in  close 
association  with  the  organization  of  the 
sensitive  plant.  But  to  review  the  state- 
ment that  I  have  just  made,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  all  these  animals  have,  more 
or  less,  a  mind. — The  training  of  the  dog, 
the  breaking-in  of  the  horse,  and  the  laugh- 

1  —  ■  ~ 

•  For  there  is  no  reason  why  the  terra 
mind  may  not  be  applied  to  the  functional 
operations  of  the  brain,  taking  them  as  a 
class  of  operations  to  distinguish  them  from 
the  operations  of  digestion,  chylilica- 
tion,  &c. 


able  feats  of  the  elephant,  are  the  education 
of  these  animals,  and  no  system  of  education 
could  possibly  be  carried  into  effect,  without 
a  mind  to  work  upon,  or  in  which  that  is  to 
be  inculcated.  A  man  strikes  a  horse,  he 
feels  the  pain  produced  by  the  impression 
of  the  whip  on  his  back,  that  impression  is 
conveyed  from  the  part,  through  the  medium 
of  the  nerves,  to  the  brain  ;  the  impres- 
sion begets  perception,  perception  excites 
thought,  thought  excites  memory  ,*  he  re- 
collects what  he  has  been  taught — the  whip 
excites  ;  his  judgment  then  teaches  him  to 
direct  an  impulse,  through  the  medium  of 
the  moving  nerves,  to  the  voluntary  muscles, 
for  the  purpose  of  quickening  his  pace.  A 
horse  knows  his  way  to  his  roaster's  stable  ; 
this  is  by  dint  of  memory,  or,  what  is  the 
same  thing,  by  his  education.  But  I  will 
ask  any  philosopher  or  divine,  can  this  ele- 
phant, this  horse,  this  dog — nay,  we  will 
say,  a  spider,  a  lizard,  a  snake,  or  a  cockle, 
be  possessed  with  an  immortal  soul ;  and  if 
so,  (for  we  have  undeniable  proofs  that  all 
nature  is  imperfect,  and,  consequently,  that 
animals  partook  of  the  fall  of  Adam  along 
with  man,)— forsooth,  by  parity  of  rea- 
soning, if  we  consider  God  just,  which 
he  certainly  is, — these  should  all  have  a 
bible— a  revelation— ministers— religions — 
and  a  future  state;  but  such  an  economy 
would  be  an  unmerciful  extravagance  in  the 
Creator,  and  would  be  derogatory  to  all  the 
attributes  of  the  Deity,  as  well  as  the  dig- 
nity of  man,  who  isasserted  to  be  "  af  ter  his  own 
image."  As  such  a  principle  as  a  soul  is  un- 
deniably acknowledged — is  it  not,  I  would 
say,  an  absurdity  to  suppose,  that  the  last- 
mentioned  passage  in  scripture  refers  to  any 
thing  else  1  If  a  spiritual  principle  does  exist, 
it  must  be  totally  different  from  matter,  and 
incompatible  with  matter,  in  a  certain  sense  ; 
i.  e.  organic  matter  could  not  have  its  opera- 
tions fully  developed  cotemporally  with  those 
of  the  immaterial  principle,  the  soul,  in  the 
same  frame,  or  we  should  necessarily  know 
more  of  the  exact  properties  of  the  soul,  or 
the  nature  of  spiritual  things.  As  long  as 
organic  life  continues,  so  long,  1  maintain, 
the  soul  must  remain  dormant;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  eoon  as  the  life  of  the  body 
ceases,  so  soon  the  soul  enters  into  a  state  of 
development,  or  into  a  state  of  actual  (I 
may  say  sensible)  existence  ;  because,  as 
we  are  taught,  it  is  intended  for  a  spiritual 
world  ;  material  aud  spiritual  things  cannot 
be  existing  in  a  state  of  intimate  association, 
because  they  must  be  as  different  in  nature 
as  two  extremes  can  possibly  be ;  and, 
consequently,  their  state  of  sensible  co- 
existence would  be  incompatible,  and  their 


*  For  memory  is  only  the  accumulation 
of  past  thoughts,  or  past  ideas. 
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upion  of  function  an  impossibility  ;  we  f  the  commands  held  out  by  the  doctrines  of 
know  nothing  of  the  spiritual  world  ;  let  his  burbaroua  religion  ;  this  man,  till  having 
divines  snd  philosophers  say  what  they  performed  these  duties,  will  feel  an  inward 
please,  we  only  gather,  and  never  shall  j  dictation,  from  the  knowledge  of  the  known 
gather  any  more,  by  researches  into  human 
knowledge,  than  that  the  works  of  nature 
are  wuuderful,  and  carried  on  by  a  concate- 
nation of  cause  and  effect,  and  that  there 
must  be  a  great  aud  almighty  tirst  cause,  or, 
in  other  words,  au  omuipotent  creutor, — a 
God.  Man  gathers  his  religion  from  other 
sources  than  the  natural  creation — the  Bible 
and  revelation,  for  faith  is  declared  by  our 
established  church,  to  be  the  "  foundation  of 
our  religion if  the  Bible  is  true — if  revela- 
tion is  true,  as  is  acknowledged — if  these 
are  sent  by  the  Almighty  as  our  sources  for 
religious  information,  and  as  means  on  which 
we  are  to  place  implicit  dependence,  it 


tenets  of  his  religion,  that  he  had  not  per- 
formed those  things  which  rendered  him,  in 
the  eyes  of  his  surrounding  fellow-barba- 
rians, equal  in  virtue  to  most  of  the  rest  of 
them  ;  or  he  would,  perhaps,  be  regarded 
in  an  immoral  point  of  view  by  his  fellow- 
countrymen,  more  especially  if  he  had  not 
acted  with  his  wonted  bravery  when  cer- 
tain opportunities  offered  ;  he  would  feel 
degraded,  restless,  unhappy ;  or,  more  de- 
cidedly speaking,  his  conscience  (fashioned 
by  bis  barbarous  birth  and  education,) 
would  condemn  him  till  he  had  fulfilled 
those  duties.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  we, 
bred  in  a  civilized  and  Christian  nation, 


would  be  both  uujust  and  irrational  to  seek  have  our  ideas  of  right  aud  wrong— our 


Out  for  sinister  evidences,  with  the  view 
of  supporting  the  imagined  deticiences  of 
the  former ;  in  short,  although  it  ia  for 
man's  good  to  believe  in  the  existence  of  a 
future  spiritual  world,  and  it  would  be 
daring  folly  in  a  person  to  deny  it,  because 
he  cannot  comprehend  its  nature,  and  im- 
pious, as  well  as  ignorant,  in  the  extreme,  to 
treat  such  a  thing  with  ridicule  ;  yet  he 
only  knows  the  existence  of  such  a  thing 
upon  the  strength  of  the  testimony  of 
scripture,  but  we  know  nothing  accurately 
as  to  the  nature  of  a  future  state,  nor  have 
we  any  conception  whatever  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  spirits,  uor  can  any  human  language 
convey  to  the  mind  any  just  idea  as  to 
their  nature,  or  as  to  the  properties  with 
which  they  may  be  endowed,  because  our 
language  is  uot  calculated  for  a  spiritual 
existence,  but  is  appropriated  precisely  and 
solely  to  express  our  ideas  of  matter  around 
us  in  this  material  world  ;  and,  therefore,  1 
bold,  as  spirit  and  matter  are  so  totally  diffe- 
rent, that  even  the  widest  extremes,  or  the 
most  elaborate  composition  of  our  language, 
which  refers  to  matter,  should  never  be 
attempted  to  be  used  to  express  the  nature 
pf  spiritual  things,  because  we  have  neither 
language  nor  ideas  so  to  do. 

We  do  every  thing  from  breeding  and 
education,  and  without  which  there  would 
be  neither  conscience  or  judgment ;  or, 
that  is,  a  knowledge  of  knowing  what  is 
doing  right,  or  what  is  doing  wrong.  For 
instance,  suppose  a  man  brought  up  in  a 
barbarous  state,  nnd  in  a  distant  country, 
and  supposing  it  were  in  accordance  with 
the  political  and  religious  laws  of  that 
couutry,  that  a  man,  to  prove  himself  va- 
liant and  virtuous,  (for  virtue,  according  to 
the  uotions  of  burbarians,  consists  of  brutal 
courage,)  should  of  necessity  perpetrate 
a  certain  number  of  murders,  and  should  be 
in  possession  of  the  heads  of  his  victims,  as 
trophies  to  testify  his  having  consummated 


judgment — that  is  to  say,  our  conscience — 
fashioned  altogether  by  the  train  of  think- 
ing our  minds  have  been  subject  to  in  the 
course  of  this  religious  Christian  education, 
— we  take  the  doctrines  of  our  religion  as  a 
scale — as  a  means  of  judgiug  between  right 
and  wrong — of  determining  the  duties  that 
ought  to  be  performed  by  man  ;  and  the 
comparative  merit  which  each  man  has  for 
scrupulously  adhering  to  the  principles 
which  have  been  taught  him  for  the  repu- 
tation of  his  character,  aud  the  compara- 
tive demerits  also  of  others.  We  condemn 
a  mau  for  murder ;  but  supposing  a  people 
existing  possessed  with  auch  a  religion  as 
the  one  first  alluded  to—  they  would  condemn 
a  man  for  perpetrating  no  murder,  and  both 
might  be  considered,  (belonging  to  these 
two  very  different  nations,)  under  these  dif- 
ferent circumstances  of  birth  and  education, 
equally  guilty  ;  both  might  feel  equally  con- 
dtmned  in  their  minds,  and  both  might  have 
entailed  upon  them,  by  the  sentence  of  the 
laws  of  the  two  nations,  a  great  punishment, 
in  consequence  of  their  supposed  immora- 
lity. 

1  only  wish  to  prove,  by  the  above- 
mentioned  supposition,  that  conscience  is 
totally  a  relative  term,  a  sensibility  of  the 
mind,  an  impulse  dictatory  to  the  mind, 
as  to  what  is  right  and  what  is  wrong  ; 
which  inward  monitor  is  only  the  produc- 
tion of  an  accummulation  of  knowledge 
or  known  facts  ami  doctrines,  or  entirely 
the  effect  of  education  :  in  fine,  conscience 
is  knowledge  —  kuowledge  is  conscience. 
Conceive  a  man  separated  from  the  world 
altogether  from  the  very  momeut  of  his 
birth,  that  he  had  a  communication  with  no 
human  being,  that  it  was  possible  for  him 
to  be  brought  up  aud  fed  abstractedly  from 
the  world, — that  man  would  have  no  more 
knowledge,  no  more  language,  no  more 
conscience,  than  a  beast :  he  would  natu- 
rally, but  unconsciously,  posse sb  all  the 
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powers  of  a  roan,  but  which  powers  had  not 
been  brought  into  action  :  *4  it  is  education 
that  forms  the  mind,"  or,  what  is  nearly  the 
same  thing,  calls  it  into  action. 

There  is  one  more  observation  I  would  | 
make,  before  I  close  this  paper,  as  to  the 
constitutional  or  original  capacity  of  men  to 
attain  different  degrees  of  knowledge  and 
mental  excellence.  I  maintain,  that  all 
men's  brains  are  not  born  alike,  any  more 
than  their  hands,  their  feet,  or  other  organs ; 
i.  e .  as  there  are  "  constitutional  peculiari- 
ties "  in  men,  speaking  of  their  bodies  in  a 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 


ON 


general  minner,  so  there  are  functional  pe 
cultarities  of  particular  parts; — one  man's 
stomach  may  naturally  digest  better  than 
another's ;  one  man's  liver  may  produce  a 
greater  secretion  of  bile  than  another's — 
one  man's  kidney  may  secrete  a  greater 
quantity  of  water  than  another's;  one  man's 
circulation  may  be  naturally  quicker  than 
another's ;  some  men's  wenxuu  sensibility 
maybe  more  acute  than  other's  ; — and  some 
men's  (for  I  believe  that  they  ate  but  one 
living  principle  under  different  modifica- 
tions,) cerebral  sensibility  is  greater  than 
that  of  others.  In  other  words— the  pow- 
of  the  mind,  (the  brain,)  are  greater; 


BRONCHIAL  VESSELS  IN  TllE  FCfiTUS  OF 
MAMMALIA   AMD  BIHDS. 

In  Oken's  Isis  for  1827:  and  1828,  and  in 
Meckel's  A rchiv.  for  18i>7,  there  is  a  descrip- 
tion of  bronchial  vessels  which  have  been 
discovered  in  the  foetus  of  birds  and  mam- 
malia. We  give  a  detailed  account  of  this 
discovery,  which  will  be  the  more  interest- 
ing, as,  in  many  respects,  it  confirms  the 
ideas  of  M.  Kilian  with  regard  to  foetal  cir- 
culation, (vide  No.  262  of  The  Lakcet.) 
It  is,  at  the  same  time,  another  remarkable 
proof  of  the  ingenious  theory,  that  the  em- 
bryo of  higher  animals,  during  its  develop- 
ment, goes  through  the  type  of  those  for- 
mations which  form  the  anatomical  charac- 
ter of  the  lower  animals. 

Mnlpighi  first  observ  ed,  that  the  aorta  in 
the  incubated  egg,  divides  iuto  three 
brauches,  which  afterwards  unite  again,  and 
then  represent  the  aorta  descendens.  This 
was  confirmed  by  Bojanus  and  Pander. 
Rathke,  of  Dautzic,  and  Professor  Buschke, 
one  man,  where  the  auimal  functions  are '  0f  ieua)  discovered,  that  from  the  third  to 


ers 
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carried  on  constitutionally  slow,  shall,  per 
haps,  naturally  have  a  dull  perception,  and 
a  slow  succession  of  thoughts,  indicated  by 
a  slowness  of  animal  action,  his  thoughts 
never  rising  above  the  bounds  of  medio- 
crity, or  scarcely  equalling  them  ;  another 
man  shall  naturally  have  his  functions  car- 
ried on  with  a  much  greater  celerity — he 
shall  be  quick  in  his  perception,  shall  be 
the  subject  of  a  rapid  succession  of  thoughts, 
much  more  numerous,  and  much  more  vigo- 
rous in  their  creatiou,  than  in  the  preceding 
case  ;  in  fact,  the  brain  shall  carry  on  its 
functions  with  twice  the  vigour,  which  shall 
open  to  the  mind  a  bouudless  imagery, 
and  which  may  be  accompanied  by  the 
finest  and  most  effective  figures  of  speech. 

1  believe,  then,  that  although  all  men's 
minds,  or  methods  of  thinking,  are  Jiishioned 
by  educatiou,  and  communication  with  peo- 
ple around  them ;  yet  there  are  diffe- 
rences existing  as  to  the  natural  powers  of 
mind.  Thus,  I  believe  that  Sir  Isaac  New- 
ton might  have  had  originally,  previous  to 
his  receiving  any  degree  of  education,  a 
mind  more  adapted  for  the  prosecution  of 
his  elaborate  philosophical  researches,  than 
an  ignorant  clown  who  follows  the  plough. 
I  believe  also,  that  different  degrees  of  in- 
tellect are  observed  in  all  classes,  from  the 
highest  rank  in  society  down  to  the  lowest. 


the  seventh  day  of  incubation,  on  each 
side  of  the  neck  three  fissures  are  visible, 
which  lead  into  the  oesophagus,  and  thus 
exactly  correspond  to  the  branchial  aper- 
tures in  fishes.    The  highest  is  the  largest, 
and  the  lowest  is  the  smallest  of  the  three. 
The  gelatinous  masses  between  them  are  to 
be  considered  as  bronchiul  arches,  and  it  is 
very  probable,  that  the  uppermost  is  the 
rudrruent  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  the  lowest 
that  of  the  oa  hyoidea.    It  appears  further, 
from  the  observations  of  MM.  Huschke  and 
llathke,  that  instead  of  the  three  branches 
formed  by  Malpighi,   the  aorta  sends  a 
branch  to  each  of  the  lateral  apertures,  so 
that  there  are  altogether  six  vessels  going 
from  the  aorta.  On  the  4th  day,  the  highest 
bronchial  artery  divides  into  two  branches, 
one  anteriorly,  which  is  the  future  carotid, 
the  other  posteriorly,  which  anastomoses 
with  the  next  bronchial  vessel.   This  and 
the  third  bronchial  artery  abo  anastomose, 
and  the  union  of  all  three  with  those  of  the 
other  side,  form  the  trunk  of  the  aorta  de- 
scendens.   No  other  ramifications  seem  to 
take  place  from  the  bronchial  vessels.  On 
the  5th  and  6th  day  the  bronchial  apertures 
begin  to  contract,  and,  nt  the  same  time, 
the  vessels  undergo  some  very  important 
changes.   The  third  bronchial  artery  of  the 
left  side,  which  from  the  beginning  was  the 
smallest  of  all,  disappears  ;  that  of  the  right 
side  remains,  but  ceases  to  anastomose 
with  the  middle  bronchial  artery,  and  be- 
comes the  future  right  pulmonary  artery, 
the  left  being  formed  by  the  middle  bron- 
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chial  artery  of  the  left  side.  The  middle 
vessel  of  the  right  aide  loses  its  connexion 
with  all  the  vessels,  except  with  the  aorta 
descendens,  and  thus  forms  the  arcus  aortas. 
The  highest  bronchial  arteries  cease  to  com- 
municate with  the  middle  branches,  and!be- 
come  the  future  innomicata.  During  this 
metamorphosis,  the  trunk  of  the  aorta  ascen- 
dens  is  gradually  shortened  ;  the  left  mid- 
dle and  right  third  bronchial  arteries  thus 
approach  more  and  more  to  each  other,  and, 
lastly,  having  united  completely,  form  the 
trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery  ;  -the  innomi- 
nate (originally  the  highest  bronchial  arte- 
ries) also  approach  gradually,  till  they  at 
last  become  branches  of  the  arcus  aortse, 
formerly  the  right  middle  bronohial  artery. 
Thus,  according  to  these  discoveries,  the 
whole  arterial  metamorphosis  corresponds 
exactly  with  that  visible  in  several  amphi- 
bia, especially  in  the  Batracbii.  The  ob- 
servations on  the  incubated  egg  were  fol- 
lowed up  by  the  examination  of  the  fa  tal 
pig  at  a  very  early  period,  and  the  fissures 
at  the  side  of  the  neck  were  distinctly  seen, 
as  from  the  similarity  which  obtains  be- 
tween the  arterial  arrangement  of  the  prin- 
cipal arteries  in  birds  and  mammalia,  might 
have  been  anticipated.  The  only  difference 
seems  to  exist  with  regard  to  situation,  as, 
in  birds,  the  aorta  descendens  lies  on  the 
right  side  of  the  oesophagus,  and  in  mam- 
malia on  the  left ;  in  the  latter,  the  middle 
left  bronchial  artery  will  consequently  re- 
present that  of  the  right  aide  in  birds. 
The  ductus  arteriosus  in  mammalia,  ia  the 
remains  of  the  anastomosis  between  the 
middle  and  third  bronchial  arteries  of  the 
left  side ;  in  birds,  it  is  the  same  on  the 
right  side.  The  accessory  ductus  arteriosus 
in  birds,  is,  originally,  the  anastomosis  of 
the  bronchial  trunk  behind  the  oesophagus. 
After  the  7th  day,  every  trace  of  the  bron- 
chial fissures  has  disappeared. 

In  Meckel's  Archiv.  of  1827,  Professor 
Baer,  of  Konigsberg,  makes  some  very  inte- 
resting remarks  on  the  bronchial  vessels  in 
the  foetus  of  birds  and  mammalia. 

At  the  earliest  periods,  no  bronchial 
apertures  are  found  in  the  human  foetus ; 
they  do  not  appear  before  the  fifth  or 
sixth  week.  At  this  time  there  are  three 
fissures  which  lead  into  the  oesophagus,  and 
which  cannot  be  discovered  externally ; 
they  become,  however,  very  distinct,  if  the 
lateral  portion  of  tbe  neck,  viz.,  that  part  of 
it  which  lays  before  the  first  aperture,  and 
which  covers  it  and  the  others,  is  lifted  up  and 
drawn  towards  the  head.  They  are,  also,  very 
well  seen,  if  the  oesophagus  is  opened.  It 
seems,  even,  as  if  there  were  five  apertures, 
but  not  at  the  same  time.  Each  of  the 
bronchial  vessels  sends  a  branch  to  form  the 
aorta  descendens.  In  the  incubated  egg,  on 
the  third  day  of  incubation,  four  vascular 


arches  are  risible  on  each  aide,  which  an- 
teriorly come  from  the  bulbus  aortae,  and 
posteriorly  compose  the  aorta  descendens. 
These  vascular  arches  are  gradually  formed ; 
the  highest  begins  to  appear  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  second  day*  On  the  commence- 
ment of  the  third  dsy,  the  fourth  bronchial 
arch  ia  very  small,  at  the  same  time  the 
fissures  between  the  arches  become  very 
distinct;  that  above  the  highest  bronchial 
arch  is  the  exit  of  the  oesophagus.  The 
meatus  auditorius  extern  us  is  formed  on  the 
5th  and  6th  days,  and  has  no  communication 
with  any  of  the  fissures.  During  the  3d 
and  4th  days,  the  bronchial  apertures  enlarge 
more  and  more ;  the  highest  vascular  arch, 
from  which  at  this  time  the  carotid  has 
arisen,  begins  to  disappear,  and  is,  laatly, 
obliterated  entirely,  and  the  carotid  ia  sup- 
plied with  blood  from  the  next  bronchial 
vessels.  After  the  complete  disappearance 
of  the  highest  arch,  a  fifth  is  formed  under 
tbe  fourth.  The  second  bronchial  aperture 
begins  also  to  decrease,  and  is,  on  the  fifth 
day,  dosed  by  the  increased  deposition  of 
gelatinous  matter,  while  the  third  and  fourth 
enlarge  more  and  more.  From  the  end  of 
the  fifth  day,  the  other  fissures  become  also 
gradually  filled  up  by  organised  matter,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  a  very  remarkable  meta- 
morphosis takes  place  in  the  heart  and  the 
bulbus  sorts.  In  the  former,  which,  until 
this  period,  waa  a  simple  cavity,  the  septum 
is  forming,  by  means  of  which  the  blood  is 
more  and  more  divided  ;  in  this  manner  a 
double  current  of  blood  begins  to  take  place, 
till  at  last,  instead  of  the  single  vessel, 
which  existed  hitherto,  two  separate  canal b 
are  formed,  which  represent  the  aorta  and 
tbe  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery ;  at  the 
same  time  the  bronchial  fissures  are  closed 
the  vascular  arches  are  shortened,  and 
gradually  retract  into  the  thoracic  cavity. 
After  the  complete  obliteration  of  the  two 
highest  bronchial  vessels  on  the  fifth  day, 
three  vascular  arches  are  left  on  each 
side.  The  blood,  the  current  of  which 
is  perfectly  divided  at  this  period,  ia  die- 
tributed  in  the  following  manner  I'^from 
the  right  cavity  of  the  hcsrt  it  passes 
into  the  lowest  bronchial  vessel  of  each 
side,  and  into  the  middle  artery  of  the  left 
side  ;  the  blood  of  the  left  cavity  goes  into 
the  highest  bronchial  vessel  of  each  side, 
and  into  the  middle  artery  of  the  right  side. 
The  lowest  bronchial  artery  of  the  left  side 
being  gradually  obliterated,  and  the  blood 
of  the  right  cavity  is  carried  into  the  lowest 
ortery  of  the  right,  and  the  middle  artery 
of  the  left  side,  the  latter  of  which  was  ori- 
ginally the  fourth.  This  direction  of  the 
blood,  it  appears,  is  formed  entirely  on  the 
changes  which  the  heart  undergoes  in  ana- 
tomical arrangement,  and  on  a  sort  of  rota- 
tion in  its  diflerent  parts. 
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The  farther  development  of  the  arteries 
corresponds  exactly  with  the  description 
given  by  MM.  Huschke  and  Ratlike.  Re- 
peated examinations  of  the  foetal  pig  and 
dog,  as  well  as  of  the  human  foetus,  have 
convinced  Professor  Baer,  that  in  the  foetus 
of  mammalia,  the  process  of  arterial  meta- 
morphosis takes  place  in  the  manner  as 
observed  in  the  incubated  egg. 


UTERINE  HAMORRHAOE. 

The  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the 
uterus  is  a  very  general  practice  in  those 
cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage  which  occur 
soon  after  delivery,  and  depend  principally 
on  a  complete  atony  of  the  uterine  fibres  ; 
it  is  but  too  well  known  how  often  our  pur- 
pose of  exciting  contraction  fails,  and  in 
how  short  a  time  the  patient,  in  spite  of  all 
our  endeavours,  will  sink  under  the  effects 
of  depletion.  In  such  alarming  cases, 
Plourquet  first  recommended  pressure  on 
the  abdominal  aorta  through  the  parietes  of 
the  uterus,  or  by  pressing  on  the  belly ;  we 
think  that  the  following  cases  will  impress 
our  readers  with  a  favourable  opinion  of  the 
practice. 

Dr.  Eichelberger  was  called  to  a  lady 
who  had  been  attacked  very  soon  after  de- 
livery with  profuse  haemorrhage  j  he  found 
her  almost  swimming  in  blood,  with  a  pallid 
face,  cold  sweat,  senseless,  and  in  con- 
vulsions ;  the  pulse  could  not  be  felt,  the 
extremities  were  cold,  &c.  Cloths  dipped 
in  cold  water  had  been  applied  to  the  belly, 
but  without  any  effect.  Dr.  Eichelberger 
introduced  his  hand  into  the  uterus,  and 
with  his  fingers  compressed  the  aorta,  tie 
pulsation  of  which  was  very  distinctly  felt. 
The  haemorrhage  was  instantly  stopped, 
but  the  uterus  showed  no  disposition  to 
contract.  The  hand  was  accordingly  re- 
tained in  its  position,  and  tincture  of  opium 
and  cinnamon  given  internally.  After  an  hour 
the  uterus  began  to  contract,  and  the  hand 
could  be  safely  removed.  Dr.  Eichelberger 
followed  the  same  practice  in  two  other 
cases  of  alarming  haemorrhage,  and  found  it 
equally  successful.  The  relaxation  of  the 
uterus  was  so  great,  that  the  hand  could  be 
easily  moved  towards  any  part  of  the  abdo- 
men, and  the  rolling  of  the  intestines  could 
be  distinctly  felt. 

Another  case  of  uterine  hemorrhage, 
where  compression  of  the  aorta  was  em- 
ployed with  success,  occurred  in  the  ob- 
stetrical clinic  of  Berlin,  under  Von  Sie- 
bold's  superintendence.  The  child  had  been 
turned,  and  delivery  had  been  very  diffi- 
cult ;  after  the  removal  of  the  placenta,  a 
most  alarming  haemorrhage  took  place ;  cold 
water  to  the  belly,  injections  of  water  and 
vinegar,  the  internal  use  of  ether,  tincture  of 
cinnamon,  and  phosphoric  acid,  had  been 
employed  without  any  effect,  and  the  pa- 


I  tient  was  evidently  very  near  her  dissolu- 
tion, when  one  of  the  assistants  began  to 

I  compress  the  abdominal  aorta  by  external 
pressure  on  the  abdomen.  The  haemor- 
rhage was  staid  almost  instantly,  and  the  pa- 
tient very  slowly  recovered.—  {Vide  Stibold't 
Journ.,  GeburUhuetfe,  8(c) 


REMARKABLE    CASE    OP    POISONINO  WITH 
BELLADONNA. 

A  man,  forty-six  years  of  age,  swallowed 
by  mistake  forty-four  grains  of  the  powder 
of  belladonna ;  an  hour  afterwards  he  was 
attacked  with  violent  headach,  especially 
over  the  orbits ;  the  eyes  became  of  a  red 
colour,  which  quickly  extended  over  the 
face,  and  at  last  over  the  body,  so  that 
within  a  few  minutes  the  whole  skin  ex- 
hibited an  intense  uniform  redness,  such  as 
is  observed  in  scarlet-fever;  at  the  same 
time  the  patient  felt  violent  pain  and  heat 
in  the  throat,  and  along  the  oesophagus, 
and,  on  examination,  the  fauces  were  found 
strongly  inflamed.  These  symptoms  were 
accompanied  by  a  very  painful  irritation  of 
the  urinary  passages,  especially  of  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  with  a  constant  but  fruitless 
desire  of  making  water.  Copious  bleeding, 
emollient  clysters,  fomentations  on  the 
belly,  and  twenty-five  leeches  to  the  hypo- 
gsstrium,  relieved  the  patient  in  some  de- 
gree, and  within  twentv-four  hours  he  was 
perfectly  recovered. — (Nouv.  Biblioth.  Mid.) 

REGENERATION    OF    THE    TEETH  AFTER 
CARIES  OF  THE  UPPER  JAW-BONE. 

A  boy,  eleven  years  old,  was,  after  the 
suppression  of  tinea,  affected  with  a  pain- 
ful swelling  of  the  upper  jaw-bone  of  the 
right  side  ;  the  teeth  became  loose,  and 
numerous  abscesses  formed,  through  which 
a  probe  could  be  passed  into  the  antrum. 
The  right  nasal  cavity  was  compressed 
by  the  swelling  of  the  bone,  and  the  eye 
forcibly  pushed  upwards.  The  canine 
and  first  molar  teeth  being  extracted,  and 
an  abscess  at  the  internal  angle  of  the 
eye  opened,  there  was  an  abundant  puru- 
lent discharge,  which  was  followed  by  the 
exfoliation  of  the  os  unguis,  and  of  part 
of  the  processus  nasalis  maxill.  supe- 
rior ;  the  abscesses  in  the  gums  discharged 
also  osseous  fragments.  In  this  manner 
seventy-two  pieces  of  bone  were  exfoliated ; 
their  total  weight  was  126  grains,  and  they 
consisted  of  the  alveolar  process ;  the  an- 
terior and  external  paries,  and  the  nasal 
process  of  the  upper  jaw-bone  ;  the  os  un- 
guis, and  the  nasal  bone  of  the  right  side. 
After  four  months,  the  ulcerations  began  to 
heal ;  the  patient's  general  health  improved ; 
the  swelling  of  the  face  subsided,  and  the 
eye  regained  its  natural  position ;  in  this 
state  he  remained  for  eight  months,  when 
he  was  again  attacked  with  pain  in  the  pos- 
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tenor  part  of  the  alveolar  process,  and  with 
swelling  of  the  gums;  after  an  incision  in 
the  latter,  the  pain  diminished  ;  no  pus  was 
found  ;  but  within  a  few  days,  three  molar 
teeth  were  protruded  ;  and  two  ro oaths  after- 
wards, another  appeared.  Since  that  time 
the  patient  has  enjoyed  very  good  health  ; 
no  more  teeth  have  been  formed,  but  the 
new  ones  have  remained  in  good  condition. — 
(Graefe  u.  Walthir's  Journ.) 

CASE  OF  OAUCTORRim*   AND  ANOMALOUS 
MENSTRUATION. 

A  female,  who,  with  the  exception  of 
some  tendency  of  the  blood  towards  the 
head,  had  always  enjoyed  good  health, 
married  in  her  fourteenth  year ;  the  menses 
appeared  a  year  afterwards,  and  returned 
regularly,  hut  were  always  accompanied  by 
violent  pains  in  the  belly.  In  her  sixteenth 
year,  she  became  pregnant ;  the  menses, 
however,  continued  until  after  the  second 
month,  when  they  ceased  ;  but,  in  the 
Seventh  month,  reappeared.  Her  labour 
was  very  easy,  and  there  was  an  abundant 
secretion  of  milk.  Two  months  after  de- 
livery, she  again  menstruated  ;  at  this  time 
Bhe  wss  attacked  with  illness,  induced  by 
violent  mental  emotion,  from  which  she  re- 
covered  after  the  occurrence  of  bleeding 
from  the  nails  and  the  gums.  During  this 
illness,  however,  she  suckled  the  child,  and 
continued  to  do  so  for  two  years,  during 
which  time  the  menses  flowed  regularly. 
After  she  had  weaned  it,  a  real  galactorrhea 
begun ;  the  breasts  continually  secreted 
milk,  which  was  abundantly  discharged  by 
day  and  night.  Her  general  health  did  not 
seem  to  be  affected,  and  the  menses  con- 
tinued regular.  In  this  state  she  remained 
for  six  years,  having,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
her  burden,  constantly  Buckled  several  in- 
fants. A  practitioner,  to  whom  she  applied 
at  this  period,  bled  her  very  freely  from  the 
arms  and  feet ;  the  flux  of  the  milk  was 
almost  immediately  arrested  ;  but,  in  its 
stead,  blood  began  to  be  discharged  from 
the  breasts,  with  violent  pains  extending  to 
the  shoulder  and  neck,  and  increasing  if  tlie 
bleeding  only  ceased  for  a  short  time.  The 
blood  was  very  dark-coloured,  thin  and 
foetid;  it  flowed  almost  continually,  day  and 
night,  as  the  milk  had  done.  The  menses, 
which  remained  regular,  had  no  effect  on  its 
quality  and  quantity,  and  her  general  health 
wns  unimpaired. 

When  Dr.  Jacobson,  who  relates  the 
Case,  saw  the  patient,  she  looked  very 
healthy,  and  even  plethoric ;  the  breasts 
had,  since  the  time  when  the  galactorrhea 
ceased,  considerably  diminished  in  Bize ; 
they  were  soft,  and  without  any  sign  of  in- 
flammation, but  so  extremely  sensible,  that 
they  could  hardly  bear  the  pressure  of  the 
clothes}  the  nipples  were  well  formed  and 


indolent ;  the  quantity  of  blood  discharged 
daily  Has  from  three  to  eight  drachms;  it 
could  not  be  squeezed  out  of  the  mammae, 
the  pains  in  which  were  almost  intolerable, 
and,  whenever  the  discharge  of  the  blood 
ceased,  or  the  weather  changed,  increased 
to  such  a  degree,  as  totally  to  deprive  the 
patient  of  rest ;  the  pulse  was  slow  and 
soft,  the  skin  dry,  and  the  bowels  regular. 
Menstruation,  which  bad  always  regularly 
appeared,  having  now,  for  the  first  time, 
failed  to  do  so,  violent  congestions  in  the 
head  ensued,  followed  by  baemoptoe  and 
h&'tnatemesis,  with  vertigo,  and  painful  ten- 
sion in  the  pelvis.  Cooling  medicines  re- 
lieved these  symptoms,  but  did  not  prevent 
their  recurrence.  Leeches  to  the  labia 
pudendi,  and  bleeding  from  the  feet;  semt- 
cupiaand  foot-baths;  digitalis,  prussic  acid, 
and  aperients,  were  employed  without  any 
effect ;  and  not  only  during  the  menstrual 
period  the  hsematemesis  and  haemoptue 
regularly  continue,  but  they  also  occur  on 
the  least  affection  of  the  mind.  From  these 
hemorrhages,  the  patient  always  very 
rapidly  recovers,  and  her  general  health 
does  not  seem  to  have  suffered  from  them. — 
(J.  Complem.  July,  1828.) 

"  i      »  i 

ON  FOOT  LAMENESS  IN  HORSES. 

By  Mr,  Charles  Clark,  Veterinary  Surgeon. 

In  the  Sporting  Magazine  for  August 
last,  there  appeared  a  long  article  on  foot 
lameness,  by  Nimrod,  its  ohief  contributor, 
whose  opinions  on  such  a  subject  are  sup- 
posed to  be  highly  valued  by  a  certain  class 
of  his  readers,  because  he  is  considered  to 
understand  the  science  of  fox-hunting,  and,  of 
course,  all  that  in  any  way  appertains  to  it. 
The  veterinary  profession  will  be  willing  to 
bow  to  tliis  mighty  hunter's  skill  as  a  sports- 
man, but  when  he  comes  forward  to  pro- 
nounce on  the  causes  of  foot  lameness,  or 
lay  down  dogmas  respecting  shoeing,  be 
becomes  a  poacher,  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
criticism,  and  must  be  treated  as  he  would 
treat  an  unqualified  person  sporting  on  his 
own  manor. 

Nimrod,  whoever  he  be,  is  a  man  of 
facts  and  close  observation,  but,  for  want  of 
understanding  the  true  construction  and  elas- 
tic nature  of  the  foot,  a  knowledge  of  which 
can  alone  enable  us  to  reconcile  the  difficulties 
of  shoeing,  he  is  led  into  the  wildest  reason- 
ing, appears  to  be  without  principles,  and, 
in  a  heap  of  assertions,  mystifies  the  mat- 
ter. He  several  times  speaks  of  being  be- 
wildered ;  as  for  the  thinking  part  of  his 
readers,  1  conceive  they  were  never  at  a 
greater  loss  in  their  lives,  than  how  to  ac- 
count for  foot-lameness  when  they  had  read 
his  essay.  Now  it  has  been  truly  observed, 
that  men  puxaled  are.  half  persuaded;  and, 
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setting  this  aside,  if  the  opinions  of  this 
writer  are  erroneous,  tits  experience  and 
gratuitous  knowledge  will  give  them  undue 
influence  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  should 
they  be  really  valuable,  a  few  comments  will 
do  them  no  injury. 

Nimrod  begins  by  announcing  his  inten- 
tion to  take  rather  high  ground,  having  paid 
particular  attention  "  to  this  branch  of 
grooming,"  meaning,  1  suppose,  11  foot 
lameness."  He  wisely  adopts  also  the  dia- 
logical  style,  which  gives  a  writer  who  put- 
sues  no  settled  argument  or  course  of  rea- 
soning, a  convenient  opportunity  of  chang- 
ing his  ground  whenever  he  rambles  into 
difficulty. 

Pagers,  "  Why  should  I  be  deprived  of 
vanity,  that  choicest  gift  of  heaven  1  We 
are  all  subject  to  speculative  errors,  and, 
doubtless,  1  am  not  without  my  share  ;  but 
here  1  shall  speak  the  powerful  and  practi- 
cal  language  of  experience,  and  facts  shall 
be  the  basis  of  my  reasoning." 

Page  274,  "  No  horse  ever  was,  or  ever 
will  be  lamed,  from  merely  wearing  an  ill- 
constructed  shoe."  "  Had  shoeing  will  alter 
the  natural  form  of  the  foot,  but  not  once  in 
a  hundred  times  will  it  of  itself  produce 
lameness."  Here  we  see  the  folly  of  those 
ill-defined  and  optional  terms,  good  and  had 
shoeing.  The  fact  is,  that  as  contraction 
and  lameness  ensue  in  consequence  of  con- 
fining the  elastic  foot  in  a  fixed  iron  shoe,  it 
matters  not  greatly  whether  this  piece  of 
iron  be  rough  or  smooth,  (I.e.  good  or  had  ;) 
for,  if  the  nails  are  driven  as  usual,  the  same 
effects  will  inevitably  ensue  from  either. 
Therefore  it  happens,  that  many  gentlemen 
of  great  practical  experience  in  horses,  pay 
least  attention  to  their  shoeing,  on  finding 
that  bo  care  or  expense  on  their  part  can 
avert  the  evil,  and  that  some  secret  cause, 
which  they  do  not  understand,  is  operating 
to  thwart  their  best  endeavours.  Nimrod's 
observation  has  so  far  taught  him  right ;  but 
now,  to  what  causes  does  he  proceed  to  at 


tribute  foot  lameness,  "  principally  to  these, 
natural  mal •conformation,  or,  rather,  weak 
organisation  of  the  internal  parts  of  the 
hoof ;  inflammation  and  fever,  produced  by 
excitement  of  high  feed,  and  hard  riding  or 
driving  ;  concussion  from  beating  the  ground 
on  the  road  and  or^roM;  irregular  and  un- 
prepared for  woik ;  improper  position  of 
the  limb,  occasioning  an  uneven  tread,  and, 
above  all,  the  pace,— *  it  is  the  pace  that  kills.' " 
Amidst  all  these  plausible  excuses,  not  one 
of  which  he  can  explain,  the  true  reason, 
the  unnatural  confinement  of  the  common 
shoe,  is  completely  Overlooked.    I  shall  in- 

Juire  whether  we  are  justified  in  imputing 
iseasea  which  never  occur  to  horses  in  their 
state  of  nature,  to  natural  mal  ■conformation, 
vseak  organisation,  or  improper  position  of'  the 
limb,  &c.  As  to  "  concussion  from  beat- 
ing the  ground  on  the  road  and  al  grass,"  it 


1  would  never  take  plnce,  if  the  foot  were  not 
J  prevented  from  relieving  itself  in  its  natural 
way  of  expansion,  by  the  vile  fixed  shoe, 
which,  a  little  further  on,  he  states  «*  is  not 
the  general  cause  of  foot  lameness."  Cireat 
men  are  often  singular  in  their  opinions. 
Nimrod  seems  to  prefer  a  contracted  foot 
for  work,  and  has  "  never  seen  a  solitary 
instance  of  contraction  occasioning  lame- 
ness." "  Asses,  mules,  and  ponies,"  he 
observes,  "  bear  me  out  here,  for  they  ere 
never  lame  in  their  feet,  though  they  are 
contraction  exemplified."  After  this,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  he  does  not  know  a 
good  foot  from  one  that  is  contracted,  at 
lea£t  it  is  evident  by  his  comparison  of  the 
feet  of  these  inferior  animals,  asses  and 
mules,  which  are  hard,  upright,  and  vatu- 
ra/.'i/  narrow,  with  that  of  the  noble  horse, 
wide  spreading  and  elastic  by  nature,  and 
only  contracted  by  artificial  means,  that  he 
is  wholly  ignorant  of  its  ttue  form.  The 
vetetinary  profession  must  be  at  a  low  ebb, 
when  a  writer,  without  even  the  rudiments 
of  foot  knowledge,  can  set  up  to  decide  on 
its  diseases. 

With  such  slender  information  to  rest  on, 
he  does  right  to  assume  high  ground  ;  pre- 
tensions are  nothing,  unless  maintained 
with  confidence.  Thus  he  tells  his  imagi- 
nary inquirer,  A,  *'  I  mean  to  imply  this, 
you  shall  keep  your  horse  five  years  without 
shoes,  and  doing  nothing  but  running  wild 
in  his  pasture  ;  1  will  keep  my  horse  shod, 
doing  work,  and  in  the  stable,  and  at  the 
end  of  five  years,  the  feet  of  my  horse  shall 
be  not  only  as  sjuud  as  those  of  yours,  but 
in  a  firmer  and  better  state,"  &c.  All 
which  may  do  very  well  to  tell  a  Cockney 
sportsman,  and  might  lead  him  to  believe 
that  Nimrod  has  the  secret.  Shoeing,  that 
is,  his  mode  of  shoeing,  he  also  defines 
to  be  cultivating,  following,  and  embellish- 
ing Nature!!  Passing  overmuch  redun- 
dant language  about  feet  defective  from 
birth,  we  arrive  at  his  opinion,  that  it  is 
the  "  telling  pace,"  and  not  the  iron  de- 
fence of  a  shoe,  that  lames  one  half  of  our 
horses.  As  this  is  a  plausible  oud  very 
popular  excuse,  I  shall  take  the  trouble  to 
provide  the  explanation  for  it.  That  horses 
In  fast  work  have  the  worst  feet,  is  a  cor- 
rect observation,  and  for  a  very  sufficient 
reason,  because  they  are  generally  light 
made,  well  bred  horses,  and,  as  a  necessary 
accompaniment,  have  invariably  highly 
elastic  feet,  which  surfer  from  the  contract- 
ing tendency  of  the  shoe  and  nails  in  a  far 
greater  degree  than  the  coarser  horses  em- 
ployed in  slow  work.  Nimrod,  and  such 
superficial  observers,  looking  only  at  the 
fact,  ascribe  mischief  to  the  pace  they  go  at, 
which  is,  in  truth,  the  result  of  their  more 
delicate  organisation.  There  are  many 
blood  horses  that  do  but  little  work,  and  are 
yet  ruined  as  speedily  as  those  that  do,  and, 


Digitized  by  Google 


48 


FOOT  LAMENESS  IN  HORSES. 


on  the  contrary,  we  find  many  of  coarse 
breed  that  go  a  fast  pace,  the  mail  cart 
horses,  for  instance,  yet  are  rarely  lame  in 
the  feet;  in  fine,  the  difference  in  suffering 
will  be  found  dependent  on  this  rule  of  com- 
parative elasticity.  Therefore  I  care  not 
what  pace  the  horse  goes,  let  him  be  pro- 
perly shod  in  expansion  shoes,  and  his  feet 
will  not  contract  at  any  work,  or  in  any  place 
that  Nimrod  can  put  him,  provided  the  foot 
is  uninjured  when  they  are  first  upplied. 

Nimrod  considers  a  perfect  foot  "  as  one 
of  the  fioe9t  specimens  of  the  plastic  art;" 
his  recipe  for  s  good  foot  is  curious  and  con- 
cise :  "  it  should  be  made  of  firm  materials, 
and  able  to  resist  disease.*  This,  however, 
can  only  be  proved  by  experience."  Then 
of  what  value  is  this  advice  to  choose  a  good 
foot  of  firm  materials,  and  able  to  resist  dis- 
ease, (that  is  the  contracting  tendency  of 
the  common  shoe,)  and  give  no  rule  by 
which  this  good  foot  is  to  be  known  or 
chosen? 

In  speaking  of  expansion  shoes,  the  ideas 
of  this  writer  are  most  crude  and  ill-digested, 
but  expressed  in  off-hand  and  sportsman- 
like phrase,  taking  little  pains  to  conceal 
his  ignorance  of  these  subjects,  on  which  he 
assumes,  nevertheless,  an  unbounded  right 
to  pass  judgment.  It  is  the  business  of  all 
men  who  write  with  fluency  on  a  subject 
they  do  not  understand,  to  level  all  distinc- 
tions in  one  un mingled  censure,  and  then 
proceed  to  erect  the  superstructure  of  their 
own  opinions,  with  the  materials  they  find 
smong  the  ruins. 

For  instance  the  following  :  "  that  there 
is  no  general  system  to  be  pursued  in  shoe- 
ing, is  best  proved  by  the  well-known  fact, 
that  all  system-mongers  and  their  systems 
have  gone  to  pot  together,  and  we  now 
hear  no  more  of  them."  Further  on  the 
dialogue  continues. 

"  A.  But  is  it  not  generally  supposed  that 
concussion,  increased  by  the  resistance  of  an 
iron  ahoe,  is  the  general  cause  of  foot- 


"  B.  I  should  soon  bewilder  you  and  my- 
self, (that  is  to  say,  he  can  neither  disprove 
nor  explain  it,)  were  I  to  enter  fully  into 
this  subject.  Mr.  Bracy  Clark  has  told  us, 
that  so  long  ns  we  have  an  inflexible  un- 
yielding substance  affixed  to  a  flexible 
elastic  foot,  so  long  shall  we  have  lame 
horses,  and  Mr.  Bracy  Clark  does  not  stand 
alone  here. 

"  A.  Why,  then,  has  not  the  ingenuity  of 
man  found  out  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  by  in- 
venting elaatic  shoes,  giving  way  to  the  ex- 
tension of  the  foot  1 

"  B.  What !  have  you  never  heard  of  the 
various  patent  expansion  thott  of  Mr.  Bracy 
Clark,  and  others  ? 

*  Query ;  ought  not  the  whole  body  to 
be  formed  on  the  same  principles  ? 


44  A.  What  is  become  of  them  ? 

"  B.  Did  I  not  tell  you  that  the  systems 
and  svstem-mongera  were  all  gone  to  pot 
together!  Expansion  shoes  have  been  tried, 
and  not  found  to  answer  ;  therefore  it  is  fair 
to  conclude,  that  mere  concussion  is  not  the 
root  of  the  evil.  Furthermore,  *  never  hav- 
ing tried  them,  1  can  give  no  opinion  of  the 
effect  of  what  are  called  expansion  shoes !'  " 

"  Never  having  tried  them"  It  is  sufficient, 
most  mighty  hunter !  without  this  admission  ; 
that  you  have  asserted  more  than  j'ou  know, 
is  manifest  in  every  line.  You  read  the 
funeral  service  with  much  sangfroid  overall 
the  systems,  but  whatever  may  have  be- 
fallen others,  the  expansion  shoe  of  Mr.  Bracy 
Clark,  greatly  improved,  but  not  altered  in 
principle,  is  used  more  extensively  than 
ever ;  and  without  being  at  any  pains  to 
prove  that  principle  right,  I  openly  challenge 
any  person  who  doubts  its  truth  and  uti- 
lity, to  contravene  them.  For  the  practical 
proof,  let  him  make  fair  trial  (not  upon  dis- 
eased feet  only)  of  the  effects  of  this  system, 
and  be  guided  in  his  judgment  by  the  result. 
This,  and  this  alone,  can  give  a  man  a  right 
to  speak  positively  on  such  a  subject,  and  a 
capacity  for  doing  it  without  making  blun- 
ders. When  Nimrod  tells  us  of  the  "  various 
patent  expansion  shoes  of  Mr.  Clark  ;"  it  must 
be  supposed  that  he  has  some  ground  for  so 
speaking?  The  fact  is,  that  Mr.  Clark 
never  took  out  a  patent  for  an  expansion  shoe, 
though  strongly  pressed  to  do  it  by  many 
who  saw  the  value  of  the  invention.  Above 
twenty  years  ago,  he  secured  the  patent 
right  of  a  certain  kind  of  removable  defence 
for  horse's  feet  to  be  taken  off  at  night,  or 
in  the  stable,  and  for  a  shsre  in  which  he 
was  offered  considerable  sums,  but  never 
attempted  publicly  to  promulgate  it.  In- 
deed he  observes,  p.  33  of  the  Stereoplea, 
"  1  used  many  of  them  on  the  road  with  con- 
siderable satisfaction,  but  thought  them,  on 
the  whole,  too  complex  to  recommend  for 
general  use."  This  also  was  before  his  dis- 
covery of  the  structure  'of  the  foot,  upon 
which  is  founded  the  present  system  of  ex- 
pansion shoeing,  and  for  this,  I  repeat,  he 
never  took  out  even  a  caveat  to  justify  the 
statement  of  44  various  patents''  imputed 
to  him  by  Nimrod. 

Another  passage,  and  I  have  done  with 
this  part  of  the  subject : — 

4<  I  very  well  remember  the  noise  that 
was  made  about  Mr.)  Bracy  Clark's  jointed 
shoe,  which  was  to  preserve  horses'  feet  to 
the  latest  periods  of  their  lives;  on  the 
principle,  a  just  one  truly,  of  imparting  to  the 
shoe  the  same  degree  of  elasticity  that  the 
foot  itself  possesses.  This  was  to  have 
formed  4  the  basis  for  the  repose  of  the  pro- 
fession,' but  the  dream  was  of  short  dura- 
tion." 

This  style  will  never  do,  Nimrod.  Mr. 
Coleman  must  quietly  bear  the  sarcasm 
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that  yon  pass  on  his  frog-pressure  system, 
because,  1  believe,  he  cannot  answer  it ; 
but  I  have  strong  proofs  of  vitality  to  op* 
pose  to  your  pretended  post-mortem  obser- 
vations on  the  expansion  shoe.  The  hope 
expressed,  at  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  B. 
Clark's  work  on  the  foot,  that  the  prin- 
ciple he  had  there  explained  respecting 
it,  "  might  form  a  basis  for  the  repose 
of  the  (shoeing)  art,"  had  no  direct  re- 
ference to  the  expansion  shoe  (Nimrod  has 
copied  the  phrase  from  a  misquotation) ; 
but,  in  either  case,  it  is  literally  fulfilled ; 
the  French  and  continental  veterinary  col- 
leges* have  adopted  his  nomenclature  and 
exposition  of  the  foot ;  these  principles 
are  admitted  and  practised  in  Russia,  and 
no  where  denied  but  in  England,  which  is 
a  further  proof  that  a  prophet  is  not  with- 
out honour,  save  in  his  own  country.  More- 
over, as  a  slight  accessory  fact,  it  may  be 
observed  that  I  am  personally  engaged  in 
shoeing  horses  on  the  expansion  principle, 
am  well  supported  by  the  public,  and  do 
not  even  despair  of  making  Nimrod  a  con- 
vert to  the  system.  At  present  I  am  well 
pleased  with  his  admissions,  p.  280,  "  that 
he  has  never  tried  expansion  shoes ;"  and, 
282,  "  that  the  principle  of  their  application 
is  just  j"  this  is  enough,  and  may  form  the 
basis  of  a  better  understanding  on  both 
Sides. 

With  the  frog-pressure  system,  which 
comes  next  under  "  the  hunter's  ken,"  he 
observes  rather  more  ceremony,  bringing 
various  proofs  of  its  fair  trial  and  universal 
failure,  which  are  wholly  dispensed  with  in 
his  previous  summary  judgment  on  the  ex- 
pansion shoe.  The  agency  of  the  shoe  in 
producing  foot-lameness,  Nimrod  has,  in 
great  measure,  denied;  and  gone  near  to 
assert,  that  contraction  of  the  foot  is  bene- 
ficial ;  it  is  not  fair,  therefore,  to  quit  this 
article  without  examining  some  of  the 
arguments  lie  brings  forward  to  account  for 
it.  The  chief  of  these  appears  to  be,  p.  286, 
that  nature  has,  in  many  instances,  given 
the  animal  "  badly  constructed  limbs,"  or 
**  twisted  forelegs,"  but  it  is  a  fault  "  not 
always  visible,"  and  so  uncertain  a  criterion 
to  trust  to,  that  until  the  Tuin  of  the  horse 
nothing  can  be  known,  "  as  it  is  possible 
that,  despite  of  the  twist  in  his  forelegs, 
the  tread  may  be  even,  and  thus  his  feet 
have  been  preserved."  This  is  on  a  par 
with  his  previous  sapient  advice  to  choose  a 
good  foot,  but  giving  no  rule  to  do  it  by  ;  it 
actually  amounts  to  nothing  ;  for  the  pre- 
sent, therefore,  I  shall  attribute  foot-lame- 
be  the  forelegs  twisted  or  straight, 


to  mischievous  art,  and  exculpate  Nature. 
Such  assertions  are  excellent  loop-holes  for 
ignorance ;  but,  in  default  of  all  these,  rather 
than  admit  the  real  evil  of  contraction.be 
has  adopted  that  famous  and  conclusive 
decision  of  the  ancient  farriers  to  wit : — that 
"  when  diseases  of  the  feet  cannot  be  traced 
to  any  specific  cause,  they  are  fairly  at- 
tributable to  ailment  of  the  whole  system 
dropping  into  the  legs ! !" 

As  I  before  stated,  Nimrod,  like  most 
men  who  have  tried  many  plans,  all  having 
the  same  common  principle  of  fettering  the 
foot,  and,  consequently,  the  same  bad  effect, 
is  inclined  to  attribute  but  little  of  foot 
lameness  to  shoeing.  After  recounting  vari- 
ous other  imaginary  causes,  "  the  twisted 
legs,  the  telling  pace,  the  high  keep,  &c.  &c, 
he  thinks  to  settle  the  matter  by  referring  to 
the  hind-foot,  which  is,  he  says,  "  more  un- 
favourably shod;"  and  yet  it  is  not  upon 
record  that  a  horse  was  ever  groggy,  or 
foundered  in  a  hind-foot.  "  Now,  I  think, 
no  one  will  dispute  these  facts  :  first,  the 
hind-foot  is  a  fat  simile  of  the  fore-foot." 
Uy  no  means,  Nimrod  ;  they  differ  as  much, 
comparatively,  as  the  human  foot  and  hand  ; 
and  for  the  same,  or  a  similar  reason, 
because  their  purposes  are  very  different. 
Anatomical  demonstration  can  alone  show 
this  properly  ;  however,  it  is  very  easy  to 
see,  in  a  trotting  horse,  that  the  fore-feet 
perform  the  more  arduous  part  of  bearing 
the  chief  weight,  and  receiving  the  shock  of 
the  animal,  while  the  hinder  ones  fulfil  the 
simple  office  of  projecting  the  body  forward. 
The  former  are  found  naturally  flexible, 
spreading,  and  highly  elastic,  the  latter 
more  upright  and  concave,  much  less  elas- 
tic and  smaller,  so  that  any  man  accustomed 
to  handle  the  hoof,  ought  readily  to  know 
them  apart  in  the  dark,  and  the  argument 
would  disgrace  any  veterinarian.  I  shall 
argue  no  further  with  a  man  whose  know- 


ledge 


of  these   things  is  so  shallow,  us 


*  See  the  works  of  MM.  Girard  et  Vatel, 
Professeurs  de  1'Ecole  ttoyale  Veterinaire 
d'Alfort,  also  the  "  Recueil  de  Medicine 
Veterinaire." 
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to  lead  him  to  assert,  that  two  organs  so 
different,  and  performing  such  opposite 
functions,  as  the  fore  and  hind  foot  of  the 
horse,  are  fac  similes  of  each  other.  He  chal- 
lenges any  one  to  dispute  it,  calling  it  a  fact, 
and  using  it  to  support  a  bottomless  theory 
of  his  own.  Could  Nimrod  suppose  that 
Veterinary  Surgeons,  we  whom  he  enrols  in 
a  late  number  among  ;the  "  curses  of  horse- 
flesh," would  allow  him,  a  mere  sportsman, 
to  intrude  on  our  department  without  re- 
proof? or  did  he  imagine  that  the  same  lan- 
guage which  passes  current  on  sporting  sub- 
jects, would  carry  him  through  when  treating 
of  matters  relating  to  our  profession  ?  On 
practical  points,  it  is  more  than  likely  that 
his  remarks  may  be  worth  hearing,  and  he 
should  have  confined  himself  to  these. 

Stamford  Street,  Blackftiars. 
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London,  Saturdayy  October  11,  18J8. 

We  are  sincerely  desirous  of  witnessing, 
and,  as  far  as  our  efforts  can  Lave  such  a 
tendency,  of  promoting,  tbe  prosperity  of 
the  Medical  School  in  the  London  Uni- 
versity, and  it  is  because  we  are  sincere 
well-wishers  to  that  establishment,  that  we 
feel  it  right  to  call  attention  to  a  tirade, 
directed  by  one  of  its  Professors,  partly, 
as  we  are  given  to  understand,  against  our- 
selves and  the  great  body  of  medical  re- 
formers, and  partly  against  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  profession,  who  has  ren- 
dered himself  obnoxious  to  the  corrupt  few, 
by  his  disinterested  and  enlightened  efforts 
to  restore  tbe  independence  and  respecta- 
bility of  medical  practitioners.  We  stated, 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  Dr.  Conolly, 
the  Professor  of  the?  nature  and  treatment  of 
diseases,  as  he  somewhat  inaccurately  styles 
himself,  was  an  untried  man  ;  and  we  trust 
that  we  shall  not  be  called  upon,  injustice  to 
the  University  as  well  as  to  the  public,  to 
state,  that  he  has  been  tried,  and  found 
wanting.  Certain  it  is,  that  he  has  commenced 
most  inauspiciously.  Instead  of  avoiding,  as 
any  man  of  common  tact  and  discretion  would 
have  avoided,  in  the  outset  of  his  career, 
the  introduction  of  topics  calculated  to  ex- 
cite party  feeling,  he  has  seized  the  very 
first  opportunity  of  manifesting  his  indivi- 
dual opinions,  if  not  of  gratifying  bis  per- 
sonal resentments,  on  the  question  of  me- 
dical reform, —thereby  committing,  as  far  as 
in  him  lay,  the  interests  of  the  University, 
and  exposing  the  new  establishment  to  the 
ill-will  of  a  large  majority  of  the  medical 
profession.  We  would  willingly  persuade 
ourselves  that  the  attack  on  medical  re- 
formers, which  Professor  Conolly  had 
the  taste  to  foist  into  his  introductory 
Lecture,  was  not  dictated  by  a  more  un- 
worthy motive  than  the  gratification  of  his 
vanity,  or  the  desire  of  propagating  his  own 
opinions  without  reference  to  the  interests 


of  the  University;  but  we  are  bound  to 
state  a  fact  of  which  we  were  not  aware, 
when  we  formerly  alluded  to  thia  gentle- 
tleraan,— namely,  that  he  was  once  the  edi- 
tor of  a  medical  journal,  and  that  he  mo- 
destly ascribed  his  failure,  in  that  capacity, 
to  the  ignorant  and  unjust  preference 
evinced  by  the  profession  and  the  public 
for  The  Lancet. 

Professor  Conolly  piques  himself,  it 
should  seem,  on  the  composition  of  his  in- 
troductory Lecture,— for  he  has  thought  it 
good  enough  to  print,— and  we  shall,  there- 
fore, transfer  to  our  pages,  and  make  •  few 
observations,  in  passing,  on  the  peroration 
which  contains  the  tirade  in  question.  The 
Professor  will  probably  marvel  at  our  intre- 
pidity }  or,  as  bis  piety  and  bis  vanity  seem 
to  go  hand  in  hand,  he  may,  peradventure, 
weep  at  the  obduracy  of  men  who  are  not 
only  unmoved  by  the  perusal  of  his  mas- 
terly philippic,  but  who  are  ready  to  give 
it  a  circulation  which  it  would  never,  ex- 
cept through  the  medium  of  this  Journal, 
have  obtained. 

"  You  commence  your  studies,"  tays  the 
Professor,  "  when  our  professional  body  is 
agitated  by  many  matters  of  great  interest. 
Some  of  you  may,  perhaps,  be  persuaded, 
before  your  studies  are  completed,  to  take  a 
part  in  proceedings  or  discussions,  having  for 
their  object  certain  changes  in  the  medical 
cmstitutim.  On  the  propriety  of  these 
chanees  it  would  be  unbecoming  in  me  to 
offer  any  opinion, in  this  place.  But  let  me 
advise  you  to  approach  these  subjects 
calmly,  and  not  to  give  way  to  any  feeling 
but  a  desire  to  do  good  to,  and  to  protect,  the 
whole  body  of  the  profession,  and  to  benefit 
the  public,  of  which  that  profession  forms  a 
part. 

*'  Beware  how  you  allow  your  passions  to 
be  influenced  by  any,  who,  on  the  just 
ground  that  old  establishments  need  occa- 
sional alterations,  would  really  engage  you 
in  the  destruction  of  what  is  useful  as  well 
as  venerable.  Hear  the  opinions  of  the  old 
as  well  as  of  the  young ;  compare  one  with 
another;  and  judge  for  yourselves.  Leave, 
for  the  present,  to  others,  the  care  of 
changes  demanding  time,  which  you  have 
not  to  spare ;  experience,  which  you  can- 
not be  supposed  to  possess;  patience,  which 
does  not  belong  to  your  age.  Do  not  waste 
valuable  hours,  and  neglect  your  present 
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opportunities,  in  endeavouring  to  effect  what 
only  your  seniors  con  effect, — hours  which 
you  can  never  recal,  and  opportunities 
which  will  nerer  present  themselves  again  ; 
hut  will  be  looked  buck  upon,  if  lost,  with 
pain  and  regret  as  long  as  you  live." 

On  this  part  of  the  Professor's  address, 
we  have  but  few  observations  to  make.  It 
is  not  true  that  the  medical  profes  sion  is  in 
an  agitated  state ;  on  the  contrary,  we 
maintain  that  the  members  of  our  profes- 
sion enjoy  all  the  tranquillity  which  belongs 
to  a  consciousness  of  their  strength,  and  to 
a  conviction  that  they  will  soon  be  emanci- 
pated from  the  tyranny  by  which  they  have 
been  so  long  oppressed  and  degraded.  Dr. 
Conolly  talks  of  the  medical  eonttitution , 
and  of  the  venerable  fabric  which  the  friends 
of  medical  reform  seek  to  destroy,  as  if  the 
College  Charter,  obtained  by  the  Surgeons' 
Company  in  the  reign  of  his  late  Ma- 
jesty, were  as  ancient  as  Magna  Charta. 
But  if  it  were  as  ancient  as  Dr.  Conolly 
supposes  it  to  be,  a  Professor  of  the  London 
University  should  have  known  that  it  is  the 
utility,  and  not  the  antiquity  of  an  esta- 
blishment, which  constitutes  its  title  to  our 
respect.   The  Doctor's  remarks  would  have 
been  far  more  appropriately  uttered  in  a 
College  lecture-room,  where  the  Professor 
receives  a  premium  for  the  perfunctory  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  than  in  the  theatre  of  an 
institution,  whose  avowed  object  it  is  to  get 
rid  of  all  absurdities  which  are  tolerated, 
merely  because  they  have  long  existed. 
But  the  opinions  of  Dr.  Conolly,  as  an  in- 
dividual, are  of  little  importance;  and  what 
we  mainly  object  to  is  the  indiscretion  of 
entering  at  all  upon  topic*  calculated  to 
provoke  angry  feelings,  and  entirely  uncon- 
nected with  the  subject  on  which  he  was 
called  upon,  in  his  official  capacity,  to  ad- 
dress the  students.  He  has  himself  acknow- 
ledged the  indecency  of  discussing  such 
topics  in  that  place,  and  the  reader  will  see 
from  the  following  passage,  how  far  he 
stands  self-convicted  of  this  indecency  :— 
44  And,  Gentlemen,  above  ell  things, 


conduct,  let  your  first  inquiry  be  concern- 
ing the  character  of  those  who  are  most  ac- 
tive in  it,  and  who  are  to  be  your  associates. 
Ask  yourselves  if  they  be  truly  honest  men. 
If  they  are  not,  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them  in  any  cause,  for  they  will  corrupt  the 
best.  In  all  countries  pretending  to  civili- 
sation and  morality,  people  have  long  been 
convinced  that  the  end,  however  laudable, 
does  not  justify  unholy  means.  It  may  be 
your  duty  to  endeavour  to  reform,  but  only 
if  you  can  reform  by  honourable  efforts.  An 
ancient  edifice  may  require  repair,  and  repair 
might  conduce  to  iU  safety;  but  if  the  few 
skilful  workmen  who  alone  could  undertake  this 
experiment  of  preservation,  be  surrounded  by  a 
passionate  and  unscrupulous  multitude,  their 
wise  efforts  will  1*  overborne,  and  no  good  end 
effected.  If  you  forget  these  truths,  and 
become  committed  to  the  cause  of  injudi- 
cious, or  selfish,  or  reckless,  men,  be  assured 
you  will  find,  even  in  your  own  profession, 
a  spirit  which  will  not  tolerate  you ;  and  by 
the  public  sense  of  this  country,  you  will 
be  opposed  and  defeated  in  every  step  of 
your  proceedings." 

This  is  the  passage,  we  suppose,  which  is 
aimed  at  ourselves,  and  the  medical  re* 
formera  generally.  How  far  Dr.  Conolly 
may  succeed  as  a  "  professor  of  the  nature 
of  diseases,"  we  are  rather  at  a  loss  to  con- 
jecture, because  we  confess  that  we  do  not 
exactly  know  what  it  is  *  to  profess  the  nature 
if  diseases,  but  the  perusal  of  the  foregoing, 
and  other  portions  of  his  Introductory  Lec- 
ture, has  satisfied  us  that  the  Professor  is, 
at  least,  a  master  of  that  branch  of  rhetoric, 
which  has  been  aptly  denominated  twaddle^ 
The  Professor,  as  our  readers  must  have 
observed,  cannot  divest  himself  of  his  reve- 
rence for  antiquity,  or  of  Ms  notion  that  the 
College  Charter  is  as  old  as  the  hills.  The 
"  ancient  edifice"  we  take  to  be  the  College 
Charter,  or,  perhaps,  what  the  Professor 
calls  "  the  medical  constitution,"  the  few 
skilful  workmen  "  are  evidently  the  council, 
or  surgical  oligarchy,  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 
and  "  the  passionate  and  unscrupulous  mul- 


*  A  man  may  profess  the  science,  or 
branch  of  science,  which  has  for  its  objects 
the  nature  and  treatment  of  diseases,  but  to 
talk  or  write  of  professing  the  nature  of 
diseases,  is,  with  all  submission  to  so  pro- 
vhu,  uniuniiu,,  uuln,  Uli  ,  .  found  a  rhetorician,  to  Ulk  or  write  non- 
you  are  urged  to  any  particular  line  of  ^  8ense« 
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titude"  are  the  medical  reformers,  or,  in 'intellectual  greatness,"  &c,  we  cannot,  of 
other  words,  the  great  body  of  the  medical  course,  appropriate,  however  cheap  we  may 


profession.  Of  a  truth,  we  feel  at  a  loss 
whether  most  to  admire  the  justness  and 


hold  the  Professor's  praise ;  and  we  are, 
therefore,  constrained  to  believe  that  the 


liberality  of  the  Professor's  sentiments,  or  whole  passage  was  aimed,  as  it  was  gene- 
the  richness  and  beauty  of  the  allegory  in  rally  understood  to  be  aimed,  at  an  indivi- 
which  his  sentiments  are  veiled.  Hitherto,  dual  whose  character  is  far  beyond  the  reach 
the  Doctor's  remarks  appear  to  be  aimed '  of  the  Professor's  calumny,  and  whose  ta- 
xather  at  the  great  body  of  medical  reform-  lents  even  the  Professor's  eulogy  cannot  , 
ers,  **  the  passionate  and  unscrupulous  mul-  depreciate. 


titude,"  than  at  any  particular  individual ; 
but  his  satire  becomes  more  pointed  towards 
the  close  of  his  harangue,  and  the  following 
temperate  and  judicious  effusion  is,  we  un- 
derstand, levelled  at  that  most  obnoxious, 
because  most  upright,  independent,  and  un- 
compromising reformer,  Mr.  Law  hence. 

"  The  time  has  gone  by,  when,  in  the 
comparative  ignorance  of  the  community  at 
large,  want  of  principle  was  occasionally 
tolerated  because  connected  with  highly- 
cultivated  talent.  You  live  in  days  when 
not  knowledge  alone,  but  character  is  power ; 
when  knowledge  without  character  can  pro- 
cure no  more  than  temporary  and  very  tran- 
sient pre-eminence,  and  cannot  save  from 
iinal  exposure  and  disgrace.  Unjust  sus- 
picions may  attach  to  an  innocent  man  ;  the 
general  consistency  and  integrity  of  his  life 
will  wipe  them  away ;  the  imprudencies  of 
youth  may  be  repaired  by  the  circum- 
spection of  middle  age ;  but  if  you  justly 
lose  your  reputation  for  probity  and  honour, 
you  may  struggle,  and  resist  the  great  decree 
of  public  opinion  ;  but  you  will  find,  what- 
ever your  attainments,  whatever  engaging 
qualities  or  natural  endowments  you  pos- 
sess, that  your  influence  in  society  is  gone, 
and  that  you  are,  in  all  respects,  lost  and 
ruined  men.  We  have  reason  to  congratu- 
late ourselves,  Gentlemen,  that  we  do  live 
in  a  country,  and  in  times,  so  favourable  to 
the  exercise  of  virtue.  Let  it  be  your  con- 
stant ambition,  then,  to  be  esteemed  and  dis- 
tinguished, when  esteem  and  distinction  are 
not  conferred  even  upon  intellectual  great- 
ness, except  when  combined  with,  and  ele- 
vated by,  some  approach  to  moral  excel- 
lence." " 

The  vituperative  part  of  the  above  pas- 
sage we  should  have  been  perfectly  willing, 
estimating,  as  we  do,  the  value  of  the  Pro- 
fessor's censure,  to  take  to  ourselves ;  but 
the  laudatory  portion  of  it—-"  the  engaging 
qualities,"  the  "  high  endowments,"  "  the 


We  here  take  leave  of  the  Professor; 
and  we  trust,  not  for  his  sake,  but  for  the 
sake  of  the  establishment  to  which  he  be- 
longs, that  so  injudicious  and  indecent  an 
effusion  of  weakness  and  venom  as  that 
with  which  he  disgusted  his  hearers  at  the 
close  of  his  introductory  Lecture,  may  never 
be  repeated  within  the  walls  of  the  London 
University.  We  know  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Doctor,  on  this  occasion,  has  excited 
the  strongest  feelings  of 
among  his  colleagues  generally, 
many  of  the  moat  influential  i 
Council. 


On  the  Curativ*  Influence  of  the  Southern  Coast 
of  England,  especially  that  of  Hastings;  with 
Observations  on  Diseases  in  which  a  llesidence 
on  the  Coast  is  most  beneficial.  By  Wil- 
liam Harwood,  M.  D.  London,  Col- 
burn,  1828,  pp.  326. 

Dr.  Harwood  has  selected  a  subject  pre- 
eminently calculated  to  excite  attention  in 
this  our  "  sea-girt  isle for  we  believe 
there  is  scarcely  a  country  in  the  world 
which,  like  England,  presents  the  example 
of  the  great  mass  of  its  inhabitants  annually 
migrating  to  the  sea-coast;  performing  a 
pilgrimage,  as  it  were,  at  the  shrine  of 
Neptune.  Sea  air  has,  indeed,  from  time 
immemorial,  been  regarded  in  this  country 
almost  as  a  panacea  for  all  the  numerous  ills 
to  which  flesh  is  heir ;  and  yet  we  venture 
to  say,  that  the  practice  of  sending  invalids 
to  the  sea  coast,  has  been  pursued,  even  by 
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medical  men,  rather  from  a  kind  of  pre* 
scriptive  right,  than  from  reflection  upon 
the  circumstances,  the  co-operation  of  which 
is  necessary  to  ensure  benefit*  In  saying 
this,  we  would  not  be  thought  to  underrate 
the  advantages,  and  certainly  not  the  plea- 
sures, of  a  temporary  sojourn  on  the  coast, 
doomed  as  we  are  throughout  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  year,  to  inhale  the  smoky  and 
murky  air  of  the  metropolis— air  which,  as 
our  medical  poet  beautifully  expresses  it, 
"  reeks  back  from  a  thousand  lungs"— we 
fully  appreciate  the  invigorating  breeze  of 
the  ocean,  and  acknowledge  its  animating 
influence.  The  question,  however,  now 
before  us  is,  whether  in  any,  and  in  what, 
cases  of  disease,  a  residence  upon  the  coast 
is  beneficial?  To  the  investigation  of  this 
subject,  Dr.  Harwood's  book  is  professedly 
directed. 

After  some  general  observations  on  the 
varied  nature,  or  "  medical  peculiarities," 
of  our  coasts,  the  author  proceeds  to  treat 
of  the  causes  which  affect  the  temperature 
of  coast  situations,  and  more  especially  that 
of  the  southern  coast  of  England,  which  he 
considers  as  the  most  eligible,  "  not  less 
from  the  advantage  it  derives,  in  common 
with  all  others,  from  the  influence  of  the 
sea,  than  from  its  latitude,  and  other  pecu- 
liarities." 

Dr.  Harwood  regards  it  as  an  established 
fact,  that  the  sea,  having  imbibed  a  large 
portion  of  caloric  from  the  sun's  rays,  has 
the  power  of  equalising  the  temperature 
of  the  air  in  its  vicinity,  from  the  well- 
known  property  which  heat  possesses,  of 
equally  diffusing  itself  through  contiguous 
bodies.  Hence,  he  argues,  arises  the  dif- 
ference found  to  exist  between  the  tempe- 
rature of  coasts  and  that  of  the  interior  of 
extensive  continents,  although  placed  in  the 
same  latitude. 

In  respect  to  the  temperature  of  the 
southern  and  western  shores,  our  author 
hazards  the  following  opinion  : 

The  increased  temperature  of  our 


southern  and  western  coasts,  has  also  been 
thought  to  be  influenced  by  the  agency  of 
the  stream  of  water  which  flows  towards 
Europe,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  occa- 
sioned by  a  material  difference  between  the 
level  of  the  gulf  and  that  of  the  Atlantic 
Ocean." 

Again  :— 

"It  is  also  very  probable,  that  an  addi- 
tional elevation  of  temperature  on  our  coasts, 
may  more  frequently  be  influenced  by  the 
current  issuing  from  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
which  is  thought  to  be  dependent  on  a  simi- 
lar penning  up  of  its  waters,  and  is  stated 
to  flow  generally  north-west  by  west." 

These  preliminaries  settled,  the  Doctor 
proceeds  »*  particularly  to  notice  the  vici- 
nity of  Hastings."  There  is  nothing  like 
leather,  said  the  honest  currier— there  is  no 
place  like  Hastings,  says  Dr.  Harwood.  It 
is  adapted  either  for  a  summer  or  winter 
residence.  In  the  former  case  you  may 
live  upon  hills,  "  two  or  three  hundred  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  visited  by  the 
prevailing  breezes;"  and,  in  the  latter 
case,  there  are  numerous  habitations,  be- 
low the  cliffs,  "  most  effectually  sheltered, 
at  all  seasons,  from  the  more  piercing 
winds."  So  says  the  resident  physician  of 
Hastings  ;  but  in  Dr.  Good's  Study  of  Me- 
dicine, where  treating  of  phthisis,  we  find 
the  following  opposing  (and  perhaps  we 
may  say  posing)  remarks  :— 

"  The  topography  of  a  situation  about  to 
be  chosen,  is  of  equal  importance  ;  for  if  it 
be  strongly  marked  by  lofty  cliffs  or  moun- 
tains, the  air  will  seldom  circulate  freely, 
but  rush  in  currents  in  some  parts,  *nd  be 
obstructed  and  become  stagnant  in  others. 
Such  is  the  state  of  Hastinos,  on  the  Sussex 
coast  of  our  own  country.  The  shore  ia 
skirted  by  two  enormous  cliffs  of  sand- 
stone, that  rise  between  two  and  three  hun- 
dred feet  in  perpendicular  height.  The  old 
town  is  built  in  a  deep  ravine  opening  to- 
wards the  north-east,  that  lies  between 
them  ond  the  new  town  immediately  under 
the  cliffs,  fronting  south  and  west;  and 
hence,  while  the  air  is  rushing  in  a  perpe- 
tual current  through  the  former,  it  becomes 
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stagnant,  heated,  and  tuffocalive,  in  the  lat- 
ter."—Vol.  ili.  p.  307. 

The  author  next  makes  some  judicious 
observations  upon  the  effects  of  sea  air,  and 
then  enters  into  a  consideration  of  bathing, 
and  its  e fleets  on  the  constitution.  In  re- 
spect to  cold  bathing,  we  meet  with  the 
subjoined  remarks,  which  especially  merit 
attention. 

"  I  think  I  may  venture  to  observe,  that, 
while  much  of  the  beneficial  action  induced 
by  the  warm  bath  on  the  system,  is  primary, 
and  mechanically  dependent  on  the  agent — 
that  of  the  cold  is  secondary,  and  dependent 
more  on  the  energies  of  the  system  itself; 
a  circumstance  which,  in  the  practical  treat- 
ment of  disease,  is  of  the  highest  import- 
ance ;  for  it  is  obvious  that  the  latter  de- 
mands a  certain  degree  of  power  in  the  sys- 
tem, to  elect  its  completion. 

"  Too  many  instances  are,  however,  pre- 
sented to  our  notice,  in  which,  from  the 
weakened  and  impaired  state  of  the  animal 
powers,  this  cannot  be  attained;  in  such 
cases,  therefore,  the  tendency  of  the  cold 
bath  is  directedly  opposed  to  the  one  which 
is  desired. 

"  In  them,  the  nervous  system  receives 
an  impression  with  which  it  is  unable  to 
contend,  the  blood  being  determined  in- 
wardly, and  it  being  long  before  the  heart 
and  arteries  recover  sufficient  energy  to 
propel  it  back  into  the  extreme  vessels  on 
the  surface  ;  hence  arise  continued  shiver- 
ings,  and  an  unpleasant  sensation  of  cold; 
the  countenance  appears  pallid,  while  any- 
internal  organ  affected  by  disease,  espe- 
cially if  that  disease  be  of  an  inflammatory 
nature,  is  unfavourably  influenced  by  this 
derangement  in  the  circulation. 
.  "  That  a  certain  degree  of  energy  in  the 
circulation  is  necessary,  to  derive  due  ad- 
vantage from  sea-bathing,  though  less  is  re- 
quired, by  it  than  the  cold  bath  of  fresh 
water — a  fact  of  great  importance — is  no 
less  obvious  from  its  prejudicial  influence 
when  too  frequently  had  recourse  to  by  de- 
bilitated persons,  in  whom  it  may  be  really 
indicated." 

We  have  long  been  convinced  that  eold- 
bathing  is  too  indiscriminately  recommended 
and  adopted.  As  the  author  justly  observes, 
eoid-bathing  requires  a  certain  degree  of 
power  in  the  system,  and  this  power  is  sel- 
dom found  in  invalids  of  any  description. 
On  the  subject  of  warm-bathing,  there  is 
much  misapprehension  prevalent :  from  an 


entirely-mistaken  notion,  the  warm  hath  is 
almost  universally  looked  upon  as  a  relaxant. 
Dr.  Harwood  has  so  well  expressed  himself 
in  accordance  with  onr  opiniona,  that  we 
cannot  do  better  than  transcribe  his  re- 
marks. 

"  I  may  observe  of  the  warm  sea  bath, 
that  while  it  ia  capable  of  invigorating,  by 
equalizing  the  circulation  throughout  the 
entire  frame,  its  action  is  no  less  that  of  a 
soothing  stimulus  to  the  nervous  Bystein, 
producing,  by  its  external  operation,  that 
kind  of  influence  which  is  derived  from 
the  more  grateful  aromatics,  or  mild  cor- 
dials, when  taken  internally. 

"  But  it  has  this  very  decided  advantage 
over  the  latter,  that  the  slight  exhilaration 
it  produces,  is  not  auceeeded  by  that  de- 
pression which  is  usually  induced  by  other 
classes  of  stimuli;  its  action  being  less 
powerful,  and  the  impressions  it  produces 
more  general  and  permanent. 

"  On  the  surface  of  the  skin,  by  relaxing 
the  cuticle,  and  rendering  pervious  the 

is  a 


pores,  (the  cuticle,  which 
sible  shield  to  the  true  skin,  and  perforated 
by  the  exhalent  pores,  is  acted  on  by  exter- 
nal agents,  much  in  the  same  manner  as 
dead,  disorganised  matter,  though  the  same 
by  no  means  applies  to  the  cutis  or  true 
skin,)  it  has  the  healthful  tendency  to  re- 
move every  obstacle  which  impedes  the  due 
performance  of  the  superficial  secreting 
organs,  whether  of  sensible  fluids  or  insen- 
sible exhalation  ;  while,  on  the  circulation, 
its  immediate  operation  is  like  that  of  the 
re-action  occasioned  by  the  cold  bath  ;  sum- 
moning into  the  extreme  vessels  on  the 
surface,  a  free  and  equable  distribution  of 
their  f 


Of  the  second  part  of  the  volume,  "  Ob- 
servations on  Diseases  in  which  a  Coast 
Residence  is  most  beneficial,"  our  notice 
must  be  brief.  The  diseases  of  which  our 
author  treats  are  multifarious.  First  and 
foremost  stand  those  fruitful  sources  of  fees 
—indigestion  and  hypochondriasis— and  fur- 
ther in  the  list,  we  observe  asthma,  con- 
sumption, gout,  and  rheumatism.  The  author 
treats  die  whole  of  these  subjects  with 
much  acumen,  and  although  his  observa- 
tions are  obviously  written  (as  stated  in  the 
preface)  "withe  view  of  imparting  useful 
information  to  the  invalid,"  the  professional 
man  will  read  them  with  advantage. 

Dr.  Harwood  has,  upon  the  whole,  pro- 
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duced  a  clever  and  well-written  book  ;  and 
although  it  may  be  that  the  fable  of  the 
leather- seller  and  the  besieged  town  will 
occur  to  most  persons,  in  perusing  the  Doc- 
tor's praise  of  Hastings,  it  will  not  detract 
from  the  useful  and  interesting  information 
spread  throughout  the  volume. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
October  6,18*8. 

Dr.  Haslam,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

INTERESTING  CASEIN  MIDWIFERY — DOUBLE 
UTERUS— EFFECTS  OF  FEAR— INFLUENCE 
OF  THE  EMOTIONS  OF  A  MOTHER'S  MIND 

ON    HER    F&Tl'S    IN    UTE&O    HERNIA 

WITHOUT  THE  USUAL  SYMPTOMS. 

Tub  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having 
been  read, 

Mr.  Waller  commenced  the  business  of  | 
the  evening,  by  reading  to  the  Society  a 
paper  on  a  midwifery  case,  which  he  had 
found  extremely  interesting  while  the  pa- 
tient lived,  as  well  as  the  post-mm-iem  exami- 
nation productive  of  useful  information. 
About  three  weeks  ago,  he  was  called  to  see 
the  lady  ia  labour  with  her  first  child,  under 
the  care  of  a  neighbouring  surgeon.  She 
was  well  made,  tiiougk  short ;  abdomen  re- 
markably prominent,  and  the  child's  head 
lying  over  the  symphysis  pubis,  pressing 
the  bladder  before  it.   The  finger  met  with 
some  obstruction;  was  obliged  to  be  ele- 
vated, and  carried  over  a  rough  surface, 
before  it  reached  the  os  uteri.   On  further 
examination,  the  os  uteri  was  found  to  be  a 
little  dilated,  but  the  other  soft  parts  were 
not  much  relaxed,  nor  was  there  much  pain. 
Ordered  an  enema.   In  the  evening  the 
paiua  were  alight,  the  labour  somewhat  ad- 
vanced, the  soft  parts  *  little  more  relaxed, 
and  the  os  uteri  more  open.  Secale  cornuium 
jsa.  in  infusion,  which  greatly  increased 
the  pains  for  about  twenty  minutes,  but  they 
then  abated,  and  two  repetitions  of  the 
teeale  failed  to  reproduce  them.   From  this 
time,  till  the  following  evening  at  half  past 
nine,  the  pain*  were  hardly  perceptible, 
though  the  head  had  descended  consider- 
ahly,  the  os  uteri  being  fully  dilated.  The 
forcepa  were  now  resorted  to.    During  the 
operation,  two  or  three  doses  of  the  tecale 
were  administered,  but  without  effect.  The 
os  externum  was  exceedingly  small,  and  the 
head  very  large,  which  occasioned  much 
Alter  tho  birth  of  the  child,  the 


placenta  was  detached  with  the  fingers,  no 
uterine  contractions  having  taken  place  to 
expel  it,  though  an  hour  had  been  occupied 
in  using  friction,  pressure,  and  stimulants, 
with  the  view  of  exciting  the  contractions. 
No  hemorrhage  followed,  the  womb  some- 
what contracted,  and  the  patient  was  left 
with  a  pulse  about  70,  to  all  appearance 
doing  well.   On  the  third  morning  she  was 
found  labouring  under  severe  symptoms  of 
the  head,  pulse  125,  scalp  preternaturallv 
hot,  and  countenance  somewhat  flushed. 
The  pain  in  the  head  ceased  occasionally. 
Ordered  the  head  to  be  shaved,  kept  cool, 
with  evaporating  lotions,  and  three  grain$  of 
opium  to  be  taken  every  two  hours  for  three 
times.    No  relief  was  produced ;  and,  in 
the  evening  of  the  next  day,  she  expired. 
Mr.  Waller  had  called  in  the  aid  of  Dr. 
Bluudell.   On  examination  after  death,  the 
bowels  were  found  highly  inflated.  There 
were  slight  adhesions,  of  o  pale  colour,  be- 
tween the  omentum  and  corresponding  ab- 
dominal surface,  but  whether  recent  or  not 
was  uncertain.   The  bladder  was  slightly 
adherent  to  the  intestines.   The  omentum 
slightly  adherent  to  the  fundus  uteri,  and 
two  or  three  folds  of  the  intestine  behind. 
Under  these  adhesions,  the  uterus  appeared 
of  a  pale  red  colour,  not  unlike  boiled  veal, 
and  the  peritoneum  thickened.   About  six 
or  eight  ounces  of  fluid  were  floating  in  tho 
abdominal  cavity,  with  a  great  many  glo- 
bules of  animal  oil  in  it,  as  red  as  the  ab- 
dominal muscles.   The  neck  of  the  uterus, 
the  ovaries,  and  vagina,  perfectly  sound  and 
healthy.   On  the  right  of  the  recto-vaginal 
portion,  there  was  a  tumour  as  large  as  a 
hen's  egg,  with  two  or  three  tubercle* 
growing  from  its  exterior.   This  tumour 
contained  a  cavity,  lined  by  vascular  mem* 
branes,  and  having  small  shreds  of  a  soft 
red  substance,  resembling  an  attempt  at  the 
formation  of  the  tunica  decidua.   A  probo 
readily  entered  from  the  tumour  into  the 
vagina.    On  examining  the  opening  nar« 
rowly,  it  was  found  large  enough  to  admit 
the  point  of  a  finger,  organised,  and  exactly 
resembling  an  os  uteri  ;  no  doubt  remained 
that  this  tumour  was  a  second  uterus.  No 
distinct  set  of  ovaries  was  observed  ;  the 
external  genital  organs  and  mammae  re- 
markably well  developed,  but  no  tendency 
to  doublenesB  of  structure.   The  uterus  was 
large,  and  not  thoroughly  contracted,  con- 
taining within  its  cavity  about  three  or  four 
ounces  of  red  bloody-like  substance,  partly 
solid  and  partly  fluid.   The  whole  internal 
lining  membrane  was  of  a  deep  red  colour, 
probably  stained  by  the  lochia.    The  neck 
I  of  the  uterus,  and  upper  part  of  the  vagina, 
were  covered  with  flakes  ef  the  colour  of 
soot,  which  could  be  sponged  away  with 
some  difficulty.    On  opening  the  head,  the 
dura  mater  had  many  bloody  points  on  it. 
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and  its  Surface  tr&s  much  more  moist  than 
natural.  The  pia  mater  had  oasific  patches 
on  it  of  the  breadth  of  amall  split  peas,  and 
somewhat  rough.  There  was  an  opaque 
white  granular  appearance  near  the  falx. 
There  were  a  number  of  lines  and  points  ob- 
served, on  slicing  through  the  brain.  About 
three  drachms  of  water  in  each  ventricle,  as 
well  as  a  little  blood  and  water-like  fluid  in 
the  spinal  canal.  Mr.  Waller  regretted 
that  no  efficient  means  of  treating  head 
affections,  coming  on  on  the  third  or  fourth 
day,  had  yet  been  found.  This  lady-  had 
been,  for  many  years,  the  subject  of  severe 
attacks  of  headach,  and  just  at  the  part 
where  the  ossific  deposition  was  found. 

Mr.  Shirley  related  the  following  case, 
which  he  considered  curious,  and  showing 
very  distinctly  the  curative  powers  of  fear. 
A  coach-maker,  in  the  Borough,  had  a  large 
hydrocele,  which  was  tapped  by  Sir  Astley 
Cooper.  The  tumour  enlarged  again  in  the 
course  of  three  weeks.  Sir  Astley  Cooper 
then  told  the  patient  it  would  be  necessary  \ 
for  him  to  be  confined  to  bed  for  a  week, 
or  two,  as  Sir  A.  Cooper  would  have  to 
tap  it  again,  and  use  an  injection  to  pro- 
duce adhesive  inflammation.  Mr.  Shirley 
had  not  seen  the  case,  nor  did  he  know  that, 
on  the  second  occasion,  Sir  A.  Cooper  bad 
actually  carefully  examined  the  tumour ; 
but  the  patient  was  a  most  respectable  man, 
on  whose  word  Mr.  Shirley  could  depend, 
and  he  knew  that  Sir  A .  Cooper  had  deter- 
mined on  operating  on  the  day  after  he  saw 
the  coach-maker,  therefore  he  took  for 
granted  that  he  had  examined  him.  The 
statement  of  the  surgeon  so  alarmed  the 
patient,  that  he  went  home  in  s  state  of 
great  agitation  of  mind,  and  from  that  mo- 
ment the  tumour  gradually  disappeared. 
This  Mr.Shirley  considered,  absorption,  from 
the  effects  of  fear. 

Mr.  Callaway  looked  upon  it  as  a  very 
unscientific  way  of  accounting  for  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  intumescence.  There 
was  no  distinct  proof  whatever  before  the 
Society,  that  the  second  enlargement  was 
a  return  of  the  hydrocele. 

The  President  thought,  Mr.  Shirley,  to 
maintain  his  position,  ought  to  be  able  to 
show,  that  the  fear  was  operating,  and  com* 
mensurate  with,  the  absorption,  which  he 
had  not  done,  and  which  would  be  difficult. 

Dr.  Uwins  recollected,  that  a  case  was 
mentioned  in  the  lectures,  either  of  Mr. 
Cline  or  Sir  A.  Cooper,  where  doubt  existed 
for  some  time,  whether  an  enlargement  was 
aneurismal,  or  merely  a  common  tumour ; 
at  length  an  operation  was  determined  upon. 
The  next  day  the  patient  was  placed  on  the 
table, but  no  vestige  of  the  tumour  remained, 
and  this  was  brought  forward  as  an  evidence 
of  the  effects  of fear. 

Mr.  Shirley^  firm  persuasion  was,  that 


in  the  case  he  alluded  to,  hydrocele  existed, 
and  that  it  was  absorbed  through  fear. 

Dr.  Thornton  had  seen  two  or  three 
cases  in  which  hydrocele  had  become  per* 
fectly  absorbed,  without  any  assignable 
cause  whatever,  they  having  been  once 
punctured  previously. 

Dr.  Stewart  wished  to  know,  seeing 
many  accoucheurs  present,  whether  there 
was  any  foundation  for  supposing  that  sur- 
prise, desire,  or  any  emotion  of  the  mind 
of  a  mother,  could  have  any  influence  or 
effect  on  her  child  in  utero.  The  sub- 
ject  had  been  a  good  deal  before  the  public 
of  late,  through  the  medium  of  the  news- 
papers.  Should  it  be  ascertained,  that 
children  could  be  born  with  their  father's 
name,  for  instance,  distinctly  written  in 
their  eyes,  or  on  their  foreheads,  this 
might  produce  a  very  serious  result  as  to  a 
number  of  those  yet  unborn.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Waller  considered  the  notion  to  be 
wholly  without  foundation  j  first,  because 
of  there  being  no  nervous  communication 
between  the  mother  and  the  child  ;  second* 
ly,  because  many  women  were  frightened, 
and  had  desires  of  different  sorts,  whose 
children  were  born  without  any  marks  ; 
and,  thirdly,  because  marks  were  found 
upon  foetuses  at  all  periods  of  gestation, 
and  where  no  particular  emotions  of  the 
mind  could  be  distinctly  traced  to  have  oc- 
curred in  the  mother. 

Several  Members  spoke  on  this  subject, 
and  many  cases  of  marked  children  were 
brought  forward ;  some  of  them  ludicrous 
enough.  A  woman,  for  instance,  on  the  day 
before  her  delivery  of  a  nine  month?  child, 
was  frightened  by  a  sailor  mendicant  raising 
the  stump  of  his  right  arm  before  her,  the 
arm  having  been  amputated,  and  thechild  was 
born  without  itt  right  arm!  A  goose  ian 
cackling  at  another  woman,  a  month  before 
her  confinement,  and  the  child,  though  the 
mother  denied  having  been  frightened,  was 
web  fingered  !  Another  child  had  the  figure 
of  a  mouse  on  its  face,  and  whenever  a  cat 
entered  the  room,  that  part  of  the  image  on 
the  face  which  was  considered  to  be  the 
mouse's  tail,  curled  up  /  (Great  laughter.) 
The  conclusion  was,  that  the  fact  of  children 
being  born  with  these  marks,  is  indisput- 
able, but  that  the  cause  which  produces 
them  is  involved  in  profound  mystery. 

Mr.  Callaway,  late  one  evening,  was 
called  to  see  a  lady  upwards  of  seventy  years 
of  age,  who,  for  three  days  before,  had  had 
no  evacuation  from  the  bowels.  She  corn- 
plained  but  little  of  uneasiness ;  she  had  no 
vomiting,  no  hiccup  ;  pulse  full  and  broad  ; 
no  anxiety  of  countenance,  and  but  little 
pain  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach.  The  medi- 
cal gentleman  previously  in  attendance, 


Digitized  by  Google 


EXTIRPATION  OF  THE  UTERUS. 


5? 


failing  in  his  means  to  open  her  bowels, 
and  not  satisfied  with  the  patient's  descrip- 
tion, passed  his  hand  under  the  clothes,  and, 
in  the  situation  of  femoral  hernia,  felt  a 
email  tumour.  Mr.  Callaway  was  then  sent 
for,  but,  on  arrival,  did  not  think  the  symp- 
toms such  as  to  warrant  an  immediate  ope- 
ration. He  ordered  an  enema,  and  pro- 
mised to  return  again  in  three  or  four  hours. 
Returned,  but  still  saw  no  urgent  symptom. 
On  the  following  morning  she  bad  had  no 
motion,  nor  any  vomiting,  except,  as  she 
then  recollected,  on  the  first  day  of  being 
taken  ill,  her  stomach  had  rejected  a  little 
broth.  He  now  deemed  it  right  to  operate. 
On  cutting  down,  he  found  a  small  knuckle 
of  intestine  most  firmly  embraced  by  stric- 
ture— the  firmest  stricture  he  had  ever  seen. 
It  was  with  great  difficulty  a  small-grooved 
probe  wss  passed  through  it,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  division ;  and  the  black  appearance 
that  presented  itself,  satisfied  the  operator 
that  the  incarceration  must  have  existed  for 
a  long  time.  At  the  moment,  he  was  almost 
led  to  conclude  that  gangrene  had  taken 
place.  This  case,  he  remarked,  was  well 
calculated  to  show  how  careful  young  prac- 
titioners ought  to  be,  not  to  be  misled  by 
the  absence  of  certain  usual  symptoms,  nor 
to  delay  operating  for  too  long  a  period  . 


CASE  OF  EXTIRPATION  Or  THE  UTERUS. 

By  John  Maurice  Banner,  Esq.,  Surgeon 
to  the  North  Dispensary,  Liverpool. 


Is  May,  1827, 1  was  first  called  to  Mrs.  J., 
on  account  of  retention  of  urine.  On  in- 
quiry, it  appeared  she  had  suffered  occa- 
sional shooting  pains,  from  pubes  to  sacrum, 
for  near  two  yeara ;  that  these  had  become 
more  frequent,  were  accompanied  with  pain 
across  the  loins,  sense  of  weight  within  the 
pelvis,  and  bearing  down,  and  that  she  was 
much  troubled  with  dyspeptic  symptoms  ; 
I  examined  the  os  uteri,  and  found  it  pain- 
ful on  being  touched,  thickened,  hard,  and 
irregular.   Catamenia  were  irregular. 

The  patient  was  44  years  of  age,  bad  en- 
joyed good  health  to  within  the  last  four 
years;  was  married  at  the  age  of  SI,  and 
had  had  two  children.  In  a  few  years  her 
husband  died,  and  aince  then  she  has  led  a 
very  irregular  life.  She  slates  that  her 
father  died  of  a  cancerous  affection  ;  that  it 
was  twice  extirpated  from  the  breast,  and 
subsequently  once  from  the  axilla ;  that  at  \ 
length  he  died,  after  suffering  severely  for 
several  years. 

The  removal  of  the  neck  of  the  uterus 
was  now  proposed,  but  not  assented  to. 

In  July,  1823,  I  was  again  requested  to 
visit  her.   Various  remedies  had  been  used, 


by  a  physician,  with  no  permanent  benefit ; 
frequent  hemorrhages,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  had  taken  place.  The  pains  were 
increased,  and  a  quantity  of  bloody  offensive 
matter  had  passed  some  weeks  previously, 
per  vaginam.  On  examination,  I  fonnd  that 
ulceration  bad  taken  place  to  a  small  extent, 
on  one  side  of  the  os  uteri.  The  general 
health  was  evidently  impaired.  In  this  state, 
she  determined  to  undergo  the  operation 
that  had  been  proposed  to  her  in  1827,  which, 
however,  I  thought  would  be  unjustifiable, 
as  no  boundary  to  the  disease  could  be  felt 
by  the  most  careful  examination,  the  hard- 
ness of  the  neck  appearing  to  extend  to  the 
body  of  the  uterus,  as  far  as  could  be  ascer- 
tained. In  this  state  she  continued  until 
the  beginning  of  August,  when  I  mentioned 
to  her  the  operation  of  Dr.  Blundell,  with 
its  dangers ;  informing  her,  at  the  same 
time,  that  his  patient  had  recovered.  She 
consented  to  its  performance,  and  requested 
it  might  be  done  without  delay. 

The  operation  was  therefore  performed 
at  noon  on  the  2d  of  September,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  following  Gentlemen  :— 

J>r.  Renwick  ""J 

Mr.  Bickersteth    (of  the  Liverpool  In- 

Mr.  Dawson  (  firmary; 

Mr.  Halton  J 
and  my  colleague  at  the  Dispensary,  Mr. 
Wain  wright. 

The  patient  being  placed  on  her  back,  as 
in  the  operation  for  lithotomy,  but  without 
binding  the  hands  and  feet,  \Veisa's  specu- 
lum vaginae  was  introduced,  and  held  by  an 
assistant ;  a  strong  hook  was  then  passed  into 
the  anterior  part  of  the  cervix,  and  the  ute- 
rus drawn  down,  with  little  difficulty  or 
pain,  to  about  half  an  inch  from  the  os  ex- 
ternum. A  strong  aneurism  needle,  (with 
a  handle,)  having  its  extremity  pointed,  and 
armed  with  a  double  ligature,  was  then 
passed  through  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  the 
hook  withdrawn,  and  the  ligature  held  by 
an  assistant,  whilst  the  speculum  was  also 
removed,  and  the  labia  held  out  of  the  way 
by  those  on  each  side.  1  then  made  a  semi- 
circular incision  on  the  inferior  part  of  the 
cervix,  through  the  vagina  and  peritoneum, 
and  widened  it  with  a  hernia  knife  from  one 
broad  ligament  to  the  other ;  afterwards,  a 
similar  incision  was  made  at  the  superior 
part,  and  extended  as  before,  so  that  the 
broad  ligaments  and  fallopian  tubes  only  re- 
mained to  be  divided.  To  accomplish  this,  I 
first  passed  the  index  finger  of  the  left  hand 
through  the  upper  opening,  and  the  mid- 
dle finger  through  the  lower,  including  the 
right  broad  ligament  between  them.  1  then 
carefully  made  an  incision,  with  a  scalpel, 
between  the  fingers  and  uterus,  close  to  its 
body ;  the  nearest  part  of  the  included  por- 
tion was  thus  divided,  and  was  attended 
with  slight  haemorrhage.   Some  time  was 
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lo«t  in  endeavouring  to  secure  the  bleeding 
vessel,  which,  however,  proved  unsuccess- 
ful. 'J'he  haemorrhage  not  being  very  pro* 
fuse,  I  proceeded  with  the  operation,  but 
finding  my  former  plan  of  dividing  the  broad 
ligament  tedious  end  difficult,  I  brought 
down  the  fundus,  by  passing  two  fingers 
through  the  upper  incision,  end  then  the 
strong  hook  between  theui  and  uterus  ;  the 
point  of  the  hook  was  easily  pressed  into 
the  fundus,  and  thus  the  object  was  quickly 
accomplished.  The  fallopian  tubes  and  re- 
maining part  of  the  broad  ligaments  were 
now  distinctly  seen,  and  by  passing  the 
ringers  beneath  them,  were  divided  with 
the  common  scalpel,  close  to  the  uterus. 
This  wss  by  far  the  most  painful  psrt  of 
the  proceeding. 

During  the  operation  the  patient  lost 
about  six  onnces  of  blood,  and  was  much 
troubled  with  retching.    The  intestines  did 


tions,  and  small  doses  of  Sulphate  of  msg- 
nesia  in  infusion  of  roses  ;  vomiting  and 
pain  relieved. 

Sept,  4,  mom.  Has  passed  a  better  night, 
having  slept  a  little ;  general  appearance  as 
yesterday;  pain  in  the  abdomen  slightly 
increased  on  pressure  j  little  or  no  tension  3 
pulse  94,  rather  fuller  ;  vomiting  much  the 
same  ;  tongue  slightly  furred  ;  complains  of 
great  thirst ;  bowels  freely  open ;  passed 
urine  twice. 

Aferidie.  Pulse  106,  harder  ;  pain  and  ten* 
sion  slightly  increased;  bowels  open;  24 
leeches  were  applied. 

Vesper*,  Pain  little  abated  ;  pulse  remains 
quick,  and  rather  hard  ;  about  twelve  ounces 
of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  when 
syncope  supervened* 

b,  Man*.  Has  passed  a  restless  night ; 
pain  much  relieved  after  the  bleeding  ;  the 
abdomen  remains  slightly  distended,  and 


not  protrude,  nor  interfere  with  any  part  of!  somewhot  tender  on  pressure  ;  bus  had  two 
the  operation.  Immediately  after  the  pa-  evacuations,  and  passes  her  urine  freely  j 
tient  appeared  as  well  as  could  be  expected ;  vomiting  continues,  and  appears  to  produce 
there  was  a  very  slight  oosing  of  blood,  but  grant  exhaustion  ;  pulse  1*0,  small  and 
apparently  of  so  little  consequence  that  she  weak  ;  the  mustard  cataplasm  wss  applied, 
was  removed  to  bed.    In  the  course  of  I  which  gave  relief  in  about  twenty  minutes. 


twenty  minutes,  or  half  an  hour,  she  vomit- 
ed severely,  and  became  very  faint ;  a  co- 
agulum of  about  eight  ounces  was  expelled  ; 
vinegar  and  water  were  applied  to  the  ab- 
domen and  upper  part  of  the  thighs  j  she 
then  rallied  a  little,  and  after  complaining 
some  time  of  pain  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  the  vomiting  recurring,  another 
coagulum,  rather  larger  than  the  first,  was 
expelled.  She  now  fell  into  a  stste  of 
syncope ;  the  retching  remained  severe, 
and  almost  incessant.  One  hundred  drops 
of  laudanum  were  given,  but  immediately 
rejected  ;  small  quantities  of  brandy  were 
administered,  the  cold  cloths  continued, 


Meridie.  Pam  and  tension  leas ;  v< 
and  thirst  much  abated. 

Vespers.  The  symptoms  above-mentioned 
worse  ;  pulse  very  quick  end  weak  ;  coun- 
tenance anxious ;  cold  sweats. 

6.  After  passing  a  very  restless  night,  and 
the  symptoms  continuing  with  great  vio- 
lence, died  at  six,  a.m. 

The  above  are  the  most  prominent  symp- 
toms that  occurred.  I  have  thought  it  un- 
necessary to  make  a  longer  detail  of  the 
treatment,  as  it  was  not  attended  with  a 
fortunate  result,  and  was  only  that  usually 
employed  after  hernia,  and  similar  opera-> 
tions.    It  ot  course  consisted  of  general  and 


and  the  patient  kept  iu  the  horizontal  posi-  local  bleeding,  with  the  exhibition  of  pur- 
tion.  The  haemorrhage  did  not  return  after  I  gatives,  as  far  as  the  r 
the  expulsion  of  the  second  coagulum,  and 
the  pain  in  the  abdomen  subsided.  She 
again  rallied,  and,  in  the  evening,  as  the 
vomiting  continued  extremely  distressing, 
two  grains  of  opium  were  given,  which  re- 
lieved for  two  hours  ;  the  sickness  then  re- 
turned, and  four  grains  were  given,  with 
the  some  effect  as  the  first  dose. 

Sept.  3,  mane.  Has  passed  a  very  rest- 
less night ;  countenance  pale  and  dejected  ; 
pulse  96,  and  weak ;  skin  moist,  snd  of  a 
natural  temperature  ;  slight  pain  in  the  ab- 
domen and  beck  ;  vomiting  less  frequent. 

Meridie.  Slight  distention  of  the  abdomen, 
especially  over  the  pubes  ;  has  not  passed 
any  urine  since  the  operation,  nor  had  any 
evacuation  from  the  bowels.  The  catheter 
was  introduced,  and  twelve  ounces  of  high- 
coloured  urine  drawn  off;  afterwards  the 
tensiou  was  much  diminished. 

Vttpere.  Bowels  purged  freely  by  injec- 


appeared  to  warrant. 

The  Appearances  of  the  Uterus. 

The  uterus  was  much  larger  than  in  the 
healthy  state  ;  several  tubercles  of  various 
sixes  were  loosdy  attached  to  the  body  and 
fundus,  they  were  round  and  very  hard  ; 
the  cervix  and  body  were  considerably 
thicker  and  harder  than  natural ;  ulceration 
bad  taken  place  on  the  os  uteri,  particularly 
the  lower  lip.  A  section  of  the  uterus  ex- 
hibited the  common  sppeorauces  of  acir- 
rhua  ;  a  circumscribed  hardness  was  very 
perceptible,  extending  from  the  cervix  to 
the  body  on  the  left  side:  several  small, 
round,  hard  tumours  were  imbedded  in  the 
substance  of  the  fundus. 


of  the  Body  Jive  hours  after  death. 

On  exposing  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen, 
the 
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EXTIRPATION  OF  THE  UTERUS. 
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highly  inflamed,  and  adherent  to  each  other 
by  an  effusion  of  lymph.  Several  folds  of 
small  intestines  filled  the  pelvis,  and  were 
More  inflamed  and  adherent  than  those 
above.  The  lowest  convolutions  were  firmly 
adherent  to  the  cut  surfaces  made  in  the 
operation  and  to  each  other,  ao  as  com- 
pletely to  close  the  aperture  from  within  ; 
only  a  small  quantity  of  serum  was  effused. 
The  bladder  was  natural.  The  perito- 
toneum,  lining  the  pelvis,  had,  in  general,  a 
greenish  and  somewhat  dull  appearance, 
which,  by  some  present,  was  thought  to  be 
of  a  gangrenous  character,  but  its  texture 
was  perfectly  firm  and  unyielding.  The 
overie  were  retained  in  their  uaual  position 
by  the  remainder  of  the  round  and  broad 
ligaments.  The  fimbriated  extremity  of  the 
left  fallopian  tube  was  found  closed,  and 
distended  with  serum,  nearly  to  the  size  of 
a  hen's  egg,  and  gradually  narrowing  along 
an  inch  of  the  tube  to  a  point,  where  it  wns 
again  closed.  The  ovaria  were,  as  is  usual 
in  persons  who  have  borne  children,  flat- 
treed  and  corrugated,  as  if  covered  with 
cicatrices.  The  duplicatures  of  peritoneum, 
forming  the  broad  ligaments,  were  more 
separated  below  than  above,  where  they 
inclose  the  ovaria,  and  were  thus  kept  in 
union.  A  very  careful  exarainatiou  was 
made  to  discover,  if  possible,  the  sources  of 
hemorrhage.  The  arteries  were  probably 
retracted,  as  none  could  be  found  divided, 
bat  the  mouths  of  several  considerable 
veins  were  seen  distinctly  on  the  right  side, 
where  the  layers  of  the  broad  ligament 
were  separated,  and  traced  to  the  plexus  at 
the  side  of  the  pelvis.  The  branches  of  the 
internal  iliac  on  this  side,  and  the  spertna- 
tie  arteries,  were  examined,  but  no  irre- 
gularity as  to  size  or  distribution  was  dis- 


The  following  sre  a  few  observations  I 
beg  to  offer  on  the  above  operation,  and 
its  consequences  :— 

1st.  1  think  it  due  to  myself  and  the 
profession  to  state,  that  it  was  not  done' 
precipitately.  I  had  been  in  attendance, 
more  or  less,  for  sixteen  months;  the 
woman  was  in  great  and  almost  constant 
pain,  rendered  unable  to  follow  any  occu- 
pation, and  was  extremely  anxious  to  have 
some  method  of  relief  attempted  ;  the  dis- 
ease was  advancing,  the  operation  and  its 
dangera  were  fairly  explained,  and  she  per- 
sisted in  wishing  its  performance.  T  bese 
eirenmstances  appear  to  me  absolutely  re- 
quisite to  warrant  the  performance  of  so 
formidable  an  operation.  Dr.  Blundell  ap- 
pears to  have  taken  the  same  view  of  his 


pain,  in  bringing  down  the  cervix  uteri 
within  sight,  when  two  important  parts  of 
the  operation  were  performed,  without  any 
danger  of  wounding  either  the  rectum  or 
the  bladder. 

The  fundus  uteri  was  drawn  down 
through  the  upper  opening,  which,  as  it 
was  thus  brought  in  the  direction  of  the 
round  ligament,  appears  preferable  to  bring- 
ing it  through  the  inferior  or  lower  one. 
Whether  it  would  be  better,  in  a  future 
operation,  to  divide  the  broad  ligaments 
in  situ,  without  bringiug  down  the  fundus, 
which  certainly  commits  a  degree  of  vio- 
lence to  the  j«rts,  1  leave  for  experience 
to  decide  ;  I  found  it  more  difficult  than  I 
had  anticipated,  from  the  great  depth  I  had 
to  reach,  and,  after  making  one  or  two  at- 
tempts, and  wishing  to  shorten  the  opera- 
tion as  much  as  possible,  1  desisted. 

3rdly.  The  haunoirhage,  at  least  as  far  as 
a  careful  examination  of  arteries  uninjected 
may  be  depended  upon,  arose,  not  from  the 
division  of  any  vessel  that  ought  not  to 
have  been  divided,  but  chiefly  from  those 
common  to  the  uterus.  One  or  two  rather 
large  veins,  coming  off  from  the  plexus  at 
the  side  of  the  pelvis,  were  found  divided  ; 
and  when  it  is  remembered  that  these  veins 
have  no  valves,  it  is  not  unlikely  a  very 
considerable  haemorrhage  may  have  pro- 
ceeded from  ttiis  source  alone. 

The  operation  lasted  twenty.five  minutes, 
and  would  have  been  much  shorter,  if  some 
time  had  not  been  lost  in  endeavouring  to 
secure  the  bleeding  vessel. 


2dly.  The  operation  performed  on  this 
occasion,  I  conceive,  admits  of  more  safety 
and  expedition  than  that  performed  by  Dr. 

There  was  no  difficulty,  nor  much 


EXTTR P  \TION  OF   THE  UTERI'S. 

JJy  Mn.  Lizars. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sin, — Since  ray  last  communication  on 
amputation,  which  you  was  kind  enough 
to  insert  in  your  valuable  Journnl,  1  have 
the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  I  wit- 
nessed, this  day,  Mr.  Lizars  extirpate  the 
whole  of  the  uterus,  after  the  scientific 
manner  pursued  by  that  profouud  physician, 
Ur.  Blundell,  and  1  have  every  reason  to 
expect  the  patient  will  recover. 

I  have  prevailed  on  Mr.  Lizars,  who  is 
much  occupied  with  his  different  avoca- 
tions, to  seud  you  a  detailed  account  of  this 
most  interesting  operation. 

I  remain,  your  much  obliged, 

Scon  s  Seccndi  s. 

Edinburgh,  Oct.  2,  18*8. 
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«  ENLARGED  INTELLECT." 


DUSKY:   GLASGOW  INFIRMARY? 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — You  will  perhaps  allow  me,  through 
the  medium  of  your  Journal,  to  inquire  of 
your  reader*,  and  the  profeaaion  at  large, 
what  they  would  think  of  the  following 
case,  if  it  occurred  in  a  hospital,  and  of  the 
following  treatment,  if  adopted  in  such  a 
case,  by  a  hospital  surgeon  ? 

We  will  suppose  then,  (for  I  go  no  far- 
ther than  supposition,)  that  some  one  or 
other  of  the  female  nurses  of  a  royal  infir- 
mary, (and  there  ore  royal  infirmaries  alike 
in  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  and  Glas- 
gow)—we  will,  I  say,  suppose  that  some 
one  of  the  female  nurses,  (let  it  be  Mo.  1,  2, 
3,  or  4,  if  you  like  ;  or,  perhaps,  we  may  as 
well  say  No.  o,)  by  some  accident  falls  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  injure  the  right  hip 
joint,  and  give  rise  to  a  considerable  degree 
of  inflammatory  action  in  that  part.  We 
will  next  suppose  her  confined  to  bed  for 
the  apace  of  three  days,  without  consulting 
either  of  the  surgeons  ;  but  that,  at  the  end 
of  that  time,  a  certain  surgeon- physician, 
who  may  chance  at  the  time  to  be  one  of  the 
Tisiting  surgeons,  and  in  attendance  on  that 
ward,  among  others,  in  which  this  unfortu- 
nate nurse  lies,  is  consulted.  We  will  still 
go  on  to  suppose  that  this  certaiu  Doctor, 
after  all  due  inquiry  and  examination,  pro- 
nounces this  inflammation  of  the  hip  joint 
to  be  a  "  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  femur 
into  the  foramen  ovale,"  and  accordingly  uses 
the  pulleys,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  this 
supposed  dislocation,  without  success.  We 
will,  in  the  next  place,  suppose  thepatienlre- 
turned  to  bed,  and,  at  the  expiration  of  a  few 
days,  egaiu  dragged  into  the  operating  the- 
atre, to  hare  the  reduction  of  this  imaginary 
dislocation  effected.  Conceive  the  surgeon 
still  foiled,  and  then  fancy  him  retiring  for 
a  while,  (during  which  time  his  patient  is 
left  in  the  theatre),  to  consult  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  on  dislocations,  and  returning,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  minutes,  as  wise  as  when  he 
left  her.  Imagine  him  Bending  her  once 
more  to  bed,  but  not  till  after  he  has  the 
second  time  made  a  great  aud  heroic  at- 
tempt (with  the  assistance  of  his  pulleys, 
and  some  four-and- twenty  men  of  strength,) 
to  give  the  poor  unfortunate,  relief.  Sup- 
pose him  next,  (after  a  few  days  more  have 
elapsed,)  to  have  assembled,  under  the  name 
of"  a  consultation,"  a  mighty  cohort  of  the 
learned  and  the  wise.  Picture  to  yourself 
the  wretched  patient  once  more  (i.e.  for  the 
third  time)  brought  out,  and  stretched  upon 
a  bed  on  the  floor,  with  the  dread  imple- 
plements  of  our  art  spread  around  her,  and 
in  momentary  fear  of  a  renewal  of  all  her 


former  sufferings,  by  hiring  these  imple* 
ments  most  barbarously  employed. 

Fancy,  now,  that  you  aee  the  several 
members  of  this  very  imposing  consultation, 
in  regular  succession,  take  up  their  rulea 
of  admeasurement,  and  ascertain  moat  ac- 
curately the  length,  and  breadth,  and  depth, 
and  circumference,  of  every  point  of  mat- 
ter, which  may  go  to  assist  in  the  compo- 
sition of  their  patient,  from  her  navel 
downwards,  even  unto  the  points  of  ber 
toes ;  fancy  all  this,  I  say,  to  be  at  length 
got  through ;  and,  if  it  will  not  tire,  just 
imagine  the  whole  to  be  once  more  repeated. 
This  too  being,  "  in  the  fulness  of  time," 
brought  to  an  end,  you  must  behold,  or  ra- 
tlier  think  you  behold,  this  mighty  company 
retiring  to  one  side  of  the  room ;  and  being 
there  surrounded  by  something  less  than 
half  a  score  of  clerks,  (all  starving  for  lack 
of  knowledge,)  standing  with  wide -stretched 
eyes,  and  gaping  mouths,  and  their  "  long 
ears  pricked  forward,"  apparently  deter- 
mined to  see,  and  hear,  and  swallow,  every 
thing  that  is  intended  for  them,  and  as 
much  more  as  msy  chance  to  drop  from  the 
lips  of  the  learned  and  the  true.  * 
Just  suppose  yourself  sitting  in  anxious 
expectation,  during  the  time  this  precious 
host  is  standing  "  in  council  solemn  and  de- 
liberation deep,"  to  decide  on  the  nature  of 
the  case  before  them,  and  the  treatment 
which  ought  to  be  pursued.  Fsncy  yourself 
quietly  hoping  for  a  treat,  iu  seeing  the  pul- 
leys presently  employed,  and  tell  me  what 
must  be  your  surprise  and  astonishment, 
when,  the  Council  being  dissolved,  you  aro 
coolly  informed  that  its  members  are  un- 
certain whether  there  "  now  be,  or  ever  have 
ixen,  any  dislocation  !  !  I  "  What,  let  me  ask, 
must  the  public,  as  well  aa  the  pupils,  think 
of  such  a  surgeon?  And  allow  me  to  in- 
quire, if  such  be  a  suitable  man  to  fill  the 
situation  of  a  hospital  surgeon,  where  he  has 
not  only  the  education  of  his  pupils  to  direct 
and  complete,  but  the  health,  and  happi- 
ness, and  life,  perhaps  of  hundreds,  under 
his  peculiar  and  immediate  care  \  And  tell 
me,  ought  not  this  kind  of  treatment  rather 
to  have  been  expected  in  those  times,  when 
our  profession  was  considered  as  a  "  mys- 
tery," than  to  take  place  in  the  present  day, 
when  it  is  looked  upon  as  "  an  art,"  and  us 
"  a  science  ? " 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Carter* 

P.  S.— A  few  words  to  Messrs.  Wood  and 
Co.  in  my  next. 


Digitized  by  Google 


TUMOUR—FRACTURE  OF  THE  SKULL. 


01 


increased  enlargement,  to  attempt  the  re- 
moval of  the  tumour,  but  wishes  Mr.  Law- 
rence to  see  it  first.  Mr.  Lawrence  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  growth  proceeds  either 
immediately  from  the  scapula,  or,  that  it  is 
in  very  close  contact  with  it.  Notwith- 
standing its  firm  consistency,  from  its  rapid 
Thomas  Sbllwood,  tetat.  55,  of  short  |  production,  general  appearance,  and  the 
stature,  ruddy  complexion,  and  healthy  ap-  otherwise  sound  constitutional  health  of  the 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 


CASE  OF  A  LABOR  UNMANAGEABLE  TUMOUR 
ON  THE  SCAPULA. 


pearance,  though  not  of  strong  constitution, 
was  admitted  into  Magdalen  Ward,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Earle,  on  the  31st  of  July, 
1828. 


patient,  he  cannot  think  it  is  bone.  Its  re- 
moval would  be  an  operation  no  one  ought 
to  be  ambitious  to  perform  ;  and,  therefore, 
in  his  judgment,  Mr.  Skey  will  act  wisely 
The  patient  stated  that  he  had  been  I  to  defer  the  use  of  the  knife,  at  all  events, 
coachman  to  Lady  Staple  ton,  near  Henley,  until  Mr.  Earle's  return.  He  looks  upon  the 
and  that  about  fifteen  months  ago  he  was  case  as  one  likely  to  terminate  unfavourably, 
crushed  against  a  wall  by  a  horse.  He  [  Mr.  Skey,  in  compliance,  has  relinquished 
thought  he  had  sustained  no  serious  injury,  j  the  idea  of  operating, 
and,  for  a  time,  took  little  or  no  notice  of;  Sept.  17.  The  patient  thinks  his  general 
what  had  passed.  The  first  time  his  atten- !  health  is  better  now  than  it  ever  was,  and 
tion  was  drawn  again  to  it,  was  by  the  de-  that  it  has  daily  improved  since  he  came  to 
tection  of  a  swelling  of  about  the  size  of  a  the  hospital.    K'o  remedies  have  been  re- 


pullet's  egg,  projecting  from  the  inferior  angle 
of  the  left  scapula,  and  which  he  concluded 
must  have  been  forming  for  some  time  be- 
fore he  perceived  it.  It  gave  him  no  pain, 
but  increased  rapidly  in  size ;  and  from  the 
inconvenience  arising  from  its  bulk,  he  was, 
at  length,  under  the  necessity  of  applying 
for  professional  advice.  He  was  put  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Tuckwell,  of  Oxford,  who, 
after  paying  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
patient  for  some  time,  was  induced  to  state, 
as  his  opinion, — "  1  think  this  tumour  would 
be  better  away,  but  I  do  not  like  1o  remove 
it."  Sellwood  was  then  sent  to  town  with 
a  recommendation  to  get  under  the  care  of 


sorted  to,  except  attention  to  the  general 
health.  The  tumour  is,  at  least,  one-third 
larger  than  when  first  seen  here.  There  is 
now,  occasionally,  felt  an  aching  pain  in  it. 
The  covering  integuments  are  greatly  in- 
creased in  vascularity.  In  the  most  depend- 
ing part  of  the  enlargement,  there  is  a  slight 
fluctuation  felt,  as  if  there  was  a  small  por- 
tion of  fluid  contained  in  a  cyst.  Mr.  Earle 
had  passed  an  acupuncture  needle  into  its 
substance,  before  he  left  town.  His  opinion 
now  is,  that  if  cut  into,  the  tumour  would 
probably  present  a  mixed  medullary  and 
scirrhous  appearance.  From  its  increased 
enlargement,  the  unfavourable  appearance 


Mr.  Earle.  The  tumour  is  now  as  large  as  j  of  the  covering  integuments,  the  state  of  the 
the  head  of  a  full-grown  foetus,  rather  oval-  patient's  chest,  and  the  condition  of  the 


shaped,  perfectly  smooth,  and  when  grasped, 
(which  may  be  done  forcibly,  without  occa- 
sioning any  pain  whatever,)  feels  as  hard  as 
bone.  It  would  appear  to  be  firmly  con- 
nected to  a  great  portion  of  the  dorsum 
of  the  scapula.  The  glands  in  the  neck, 
on  both  sides,  and  left  axilla,  are  en- 
larged; those  in  the  neck  to  about  the 
size  of  a  filbert ;  those  in  the  axilla,  not  to 
so  great  an  extent.  Mr.  Earle  got  Messrs. 
Vincent  and  Stanley  (Mr.  Lawrence  was 
not  in  town)  to  examine  the  tumour  with 
him ;  and,  in  the  result,  informed  the 
pupils,  that  but  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
glands,  he  should  have  undertaken  the  re- 
moval of  the  growth  forthwith.  In  conse- 
quence, however,  of  such  enlargement,  he 
deemed  it  prudent,  at  any  rate,  to  wait  the 
event  of  a  short  period  s  attention  to  the 
patient's  general  health. 

August  5.  He  enjoys  excellent  health. 
The  tumour,  particularly  within  the  last 
fortnight,  has  much  increased  in  size,  but  is 
still  free  from  pain,  even  on  pressure.  Mr. 
Skey  (attending  during  the  temporary  ab 


glands,  he  thinks  the  disease  malignant ; 
also,  that  as  the  operation  of  removal  would 
be  an  extremely  painful  one,  and  from  which 
no  equivalent  advantage  could  be  fairly  ex- 
pected, it  ought  not  to  be  performed.  Dis- 
charged incurable. 

CASE  OP  EXTENSIVE  FRACTURE  OP  THE 
SKULL,  WITH  DEPRESSION  OK  BONE.— 
DEATH. 

  Browne,  setat.  about  40,  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  hospital,  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Earle,  on  the  30th  September.  He 
was  in  a  state  of  extreme  intoxication 
when  admitted,  and  remained  evidently 
under  its  influence  for  a  long  period 
afterwards.  He  was  quite  insensible  ;  and, 
on  examination,  there  was  found  a  most 
extensive  fracture  of  the  skull.  As  nearly 
as  possible,  one  half  of  the  left  parie- 
tal bone  was  driven  in  upon  the  substance 
of  the  brain.    Mr.  Earle,  at  three  o'clock, 


p.m.,  (soon  after  admission,)  elevated  and 
removed  this  portion  of  bone,  and  the  pa- 
of  Mr.  Earle)  feels  disposed,  from  thejtient  then  showed  some  sigu  of  sensibility. 
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EXTENSIVE  LACERATION  OF  THE  ARM. 

Robert  Martin,  setat.  42,  a  muscular 
man,  was  admitted  into  Cornelius's  Ward 
ou  the  9th  of  August,  under  the  care  of  the 
Senior  Surgeon."  He  stated,  that  at  Cam. 
berwell  fair  he  incautiously  put  his  hand 
through  the  bars  of  a  lion's  den,  and  was 
patting  the  animal's  head,  when  it  struck  at 
him  violently  with  its  paw,  and  severely 
lacerated  his  arm.  He  wns  immediately 
conveyed  to  the  Hospital,  where,  on  exami- 


Soon  after  the  operation,  he  shrunk  when 
pinched.   Mr.  Earlo  thought  the  fracture 
extended  not  only  across  the  whole  skull- 
cap, but  into,  or  across,  the  whole  base  of 
the  skull.    There  was  an  opening  of  three 
lines  in  the  coronal  suture,  on  both  sides. 
Hardly  any  effusion  appeared  to  have  taken 
place,  on  elevating  the  depressed  portion 
of  bone.    From  so  extensive  an  injury,  no 
hope  whatever  was  entertained  of  recovery. 
The  patient  had  been  sitting  on  the  shafts 
of  a  cart,  from  which  he  fell  while  driving  the 
horse,  with  his  head  upon  the  street,  close 
to  the  hind-legs  of  the  animal.  Whether 
the  injury  arose  from  the  fall  alone,  by  a 
kick  from  the  horse,  by  the  wheel  passing 
over  the  head,  or  by  either  or  all  of  these 
circumstances  combined,  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained.   In  the  course  of  the  evening  he 
became  extremely  irritable  and  restless, 
which  continued  during  the  night.  Ordered 
an  enema,  and  a  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap, 
immediately. 

October  1 .  Very  little  alteration  has  taken 
place,  except  that  he  is  more  quiet  than  lie 
was  during  the  night.  Pulse  full ;  vene- 
section  at  six,  a.m.,  ad  Jxx;  at  eight,  p.m., 
repeat  venesection,  ad  Jxiv. 

t.  He  spoke  indistinctly  yesterday  at 
twelve  o'clock ;  since  which  he  has  not 
been  heard  to  articulate.  There  is  hardly 
any  protrusion  of  the  brain,  but  the  factor 
from  it  is  extremely  offensive.  Suppuration 
and  sloughing  are  going  on.  Pulse  sharp,  and 
160.  Two  o'clock,  p.m.,  the  breathing  has 
become  laborious,  and  he  is  evidently  fast 
approaching  dissolution. 

3.  He  lingered  till  seven  this  evening, 
and  expired.  After  death,  the  fracture  was 
ascertained  to  have  extended  very  nearly 
across  the  whole  of  the  base  of  the  skull ; 
but  the  examination  was  conducted  so  irre- 
gularly, and  with  so  little  attention  to  the 
edification  of  the  pupils,  that,  when  the  frag' 
menu  in  the  dead-house  were  to  be  seen  by 
most  of  them,  there  was  no  possibility  of 
tracing  any  further  effects  from  the  injury. 


nation,  it  was  fonnd  that  the  integuments 
covering  the  back  part  of  the  forearm  were 
lacerated  to  a  great  extent,  detaching  the 
fascia,  and  exposing  the  muscles,  some  of 
which  were  also  partially  lacerated.  There 
bad  been  but  very  little  hemorrhage,  and  no 
large  vessel  was  wounded.  When  admitted, 
he  was  rather  faint.  He  was  immediately 
placed  in  bed  ;  the  lacerated  parts  were 
supported,  and  kept  as  nearly  in  apposition 
as  possible  with  adhesive  straps.  The  arm 
laid  upon  a  pillow,  and  the  spirit  wish  or- 
dered to  be  kept  constantly  applied.  A  dose 
of  house  medicine. 

10.  He  hss  passed  a  restless  night,  and 
this  morning  is  rather  feverish.  He  com- 
plains of  great  pain  in  bis  arm.  The  dress* 
ings  were  removed,  and  ths  spirit  wash 
slone  applied.  Very  little  inflammation 
had  as  vet  been  set  up.  In  the  evening  the 
parts  were  re-dresaea  with  lint,  and  sop- 
ported  with  sdhesive  straps,  loosely  applied, 
and  over  these  the  lotion  as  before. 

16.  Since  the  last  report,  suppuration  has 
taken  place  ;  he  is  now  much  better,  snd  is 
free  from  pain.  Ordered  to  apply  lint 
dipped  in  nitric  acid  lotion  to  the  wounds, 
snd  the  forearm  to  be  covered  with  s  lin- 
seed  mesl  poultice. 

21.  The  wound  is  partially  granulating, 
but  the  edges  are  still  sloughy  and  ragged. 
Ordered  to  apply  lint  dipped  in  a  solution 
of  the  chlorate  of  soda,  and  over  this  a 
warm  bread  poultice. 

"£7.  The  parts  are  now  perfectly  free  from 
any  sloughs  or  unhealthy  appearances.  The 
discharge  of  pus  is  copious  and  healthy, 
snd  the  granulations  increase.    Ordered  to 
take  two  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine, 
in  two  ounces  of  the  infusion  of  roses,  three 
times  a -day,  and  to  continue  the  applica- 
tions as  before. 
Sept.  6.  Improved  in  every  respect. 
16.  The  granulations  are  now  on  a  level 
with  the  surrounding  parts  ;  in  some  places 
cicatrization  has  commenced. 
29.  The  wounds  are  nearly  healed. 


POPLITEAL  ANEURISM — OPERATION  OF  TY- 
ING THE  FEMORAL  ARTERY. 

Thomas  Digby,  setat.  25,  s  muscular  and 
healthy-looking  young  man,  was  admitted 
into  Naaman's  Ward,  on  the  14th  of  August, 
under  the  care  of  the  "  Senior  Surgeon." 

He  stated,  that  about  five  weeks  back,  in 
wheeling  a  barrow  loaded  with  clay  along- 
some  planks,  his  foot  slipped  off,  and  his 
heel  was  suddenly  placed  upon  the  ground, 
and  he  felt  something  give  way  in  his  ham, 
or,  to  use  his  own  expression,  he  heard  it 
'<  crick."  He  was  immediately  seiaed  with 
a  numbness  of  the  whole  limb,  and  an 
aching  pain  in  the  ham.  In  about  five  days 
afterwards,  he  felt  a  small  lump  in  his  hum. 
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and  his  attention  was  more  particularly  di- 
rected to  it,  by  its  being  attended  with  a 
distinct  throbbing  sensation.  This  swelling 
so  rapidly  increased  in  a  few  days,  as  to 
completely  incapacitate  him  from  walking. 
In  this  state  he  applied  to  the  Hospital,; 
when  admitted,  the  aueurismal  tumour  was 
considerably  larger  than  n  pullet's  egg,  and 
completely  occupied  the  popliteal  spare, 
i'lie  patient  said,  that  it  had  increased  ra- 
pidly within  the  last  ten  days.  Its  pulsa- 
tion was  strong.  Pressure  upon  the  artery 
at  the  groin  completely  restrained  the  pul- 
sation, and  the  tumour  then  became  almost 
obliterated.  Fie  was  ordered  to  keep  his 
bed.  Some  mild  aperients  were  adminis- 
tered, and  he  was  bled  to  18  ounces.  The 
operation  was  performed  on  the  26th  Aug. 
There  were  two  nerves  closely  in  contact 
with  the  artery,  where  it  was  taken  up.  The 
nerve  upon  the  inside  of  the  artery  was  ex- 
ternal  to  the  sheath, and  that  upon  the  outer 
6ide  of  the  artery  was  within  the  sheath. 
After  the  operation,  the  patient  wus  placed 
in  bed,  a  flannel  stocking  was  put  upon  the 
leg,  and  it  was  laid  upon  pillows,  slightly 
flexed.  In  a  few  hours  the  temperature  had 
increased  ;  the  patient  was  free  from  pain, 
and  only  felt  a  little  tingling  sensation  in 
the  integuments  of  the  leg. 

!>?.  He  passed  a  good  night.  The  stock- 
ing was  removed.  There  was  no  pulsation 
in  the  tumour. 

30.  The  limb  is  now  of  the  same  tempe- 
rature as  the  opposite.  The  tumour  re- 
mains much  the  same.  The  wound  was 
dressed  to-day  for  the  first  time  ;  the  upper 
part  has  firmly  adhered. 

Sept.  0.  Since  the  last  report  he  has  been 
rapidly  improving  ;  the  wound  has  healed  at 
every  point,  excepting  where  the  ligature  is 
placed.  The  tumour  has  considerably  di- 
minished. 

29.  The  ligature  came  away  last  Tuesday 
week,  being  35  days  after  the  operation. 
The  wound  has  everywhere  healed ;  the 
tumour  is  less  than  half  its  original  size. 


illiberally,  not  only  considering  it  as  the 
mere  effect  of  that  jealousy  for  which — par- 
don me,  Sir — I  am  conscious  of  daily  giviug 
ample  cause,  and  as  the  production  of  the 
littleness  of  miud  of  a  private  individual  ; 
but  deeming  the  source  from  which  such 
conduct  could  proceed,  beneath  my  notice. 
But  now  that  I  understand  you  have  be- 
come a  public  officer,  1  feel  it  my  duty  pub- 
licly to  inform  you,  that  I  do  not  consider 
such  observations  at  all  becoming  one  who 
has  been,  on  entering  his  new  office,  &u*wn 
to  impartiality  ;  one  who  is  only  a  junior 
surgeon  to  an  "hospital*  that  contains  only 
about  seventy  beds  ;  one  who,  to  obtain  that 
very  app  intnient,  had  to  solicit  my  vote. 
1  am,  Sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  Si.eic.ii. 

25,  Upuer  Sevmour  Street,  Portman- 
Square,  October  18-J8. 


WESTMINSTER   HOSPITAL  V.    WESTER  V  HOS- 
1'l.TAL. 


To  J.  G.  Gutfo-ie,  Esq.,  Surgeon,  2,  Berkeley 
Street,  Piccadilly. 

Sir, — Although  I  have  been  repeatedly 
informed,  within  the  last  few  weeks,  that 
you  have  taken  every  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing disrespectfully  of  the  Western  Hospital 
—moreover,  that  you  have  actually  stated, 
"  it  should  not  be  recognised  by  the  Col- 
Uge  of  Surgeons     I  took  r.o  notice  of  such 


tflKKUrl.Ul  ATI  I'NIUNCK.  OF  THE  SURC1FOXS 

at  mi  liouurcii  iiosrii  At.s. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir., — As  vnu  have  invariably  evinced  a 
laudable  readiness  to  publish,  in  your  Jour- 
nal, any  communication  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  medical  pupil,  I 
am  induced  to  request  the  insertion  of  tho 
following  :  — 

In  consequence  of  the  appearance,  in  last 
week's  Lam  it,  of  Mr.  Karle's  proposal  to 
make  his  visit  at  Bartholomew's  Hospital  at 
8  a.m.,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  pupil 
to  observe  the  practice,  of  each  surgeon, 
many  of  the  Borough  students,  perceiving 
the  advantages  of  such  a  regulation,  are 
exceedingly  de?irous  that  a  similar  one, 
should  be' adopted  at  one  or  both  of  the 
Borough  Hospitals.  Such  a  regulation  ap- 
pears particularly  suited  to  the  Borough 
Hospitals,  as  the  visits  are  made  usually  cm 
the  same  day,  and  at  the  same  hour,  at 
each  ;  so  that  the  privilege  of  unending  the 
practice  of  both,  does  not  exist  iu  reality  ; 
yet  the  surgeons  never  l'uil  to  announce  this 
fallacious  privilege  in  their  advertisements. 

The  adoption  of  such  a  regulation  would 
not  only  be;  an  act  of  justice  to  the  pupil:;, 
but  would  be  one  of  -reat  personal  conveni- 
ence to  the  surgeon. 

Should  this  intimation  of  the  feelings  of  a 
-rent  number  of  the  pupils  meet  with  pro- 
per attention,  you  w.ll  nijov  the  gratifica- 
tion of  having  promoted  iu  this  instance,  as 

*  This  hospital  is  recognised  only  per 
far  or.  Vide  lle.rnh-.ti  :a  the  '-'nd,  of  11  oval 
College  of  Stu  goons. 
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/  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


in  many  others,  the  interests  'of  medical 
students. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ice. 

A  Borough  Student 


rs 


[We  have  received  several- other  lette 
on  this  .subject,  some  op*  which  complain 
bitterly  of  'the  non-attendance  of  the  sur- 
geons at  the  appointed  hour  for  operating 
on  Tuesday  last;  in  consequence  of  which, 
many  of  the  pupils  were  prevented  from 
hearing  the  anatomical  Lecture  at  St.  Tho- 
mas's Hospital.  The  pupils  have  the  re- 
medy in  their  own  hands  \  they  have  only 
to  act  with  spirit  and  discrimination,  and 
the  evil  will  be  instantly  removed.  They 
should  meet,  and  present  a  Remonstrance 
to  the  surgeons ;  should  this  have  no  effect, 
they  can  demand,  and  legally  recover,  their 
entrance  fees. — En.  L.] 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications  have  been  received 
from  Dr.  Edwards — Mr.  R.  Lanyon,  Jun. 
— A  Constant  Reader  —  Mr.  J.  Froo- 
o att — A  Reader  or  The  Lancet — Mr.  J. 
Houlton — Mr.  De  la  Fons — Mr.T.  Rolfe 
— Mr.  J.  Feddon  —  Medicus —  Mr.  W. 
Cooper — Mr. W.Johnson — u  That's  All" 
—  Alumnus  Guyensis  —  Homunculus 
Accusator— Mr.  J.  Curtis— A  Pupil- 
Lennox. 

Mr.  Catlett's  letter,  with  his  subscrip- 
tion of  £9  16  6,  for  the  distressed  Medi- 
cal Gentleman  and  Family,  in  our  next. 

The  medical  department  of  the  London 
University  has  assumed  a  most  promising 
aspect ;  the  number  of  pupils  already  en- 
tered, has  far  exceeded  the  expectations  of 
the  most  sanguine  of  its  supporters.  The 
accommodations  for  the  pupils  are  admirable 
and  unrivalled,  and  a  Steward  has  been 
appointed  who  supplies  excellent  dinners, 
breakfasts,  soups,  &c,  at  less  than  one  hair 
of  the  charges  at  the  inferior  coffee  houses ; 
indeed,  the  arrangements  for  the  instruction 
and  comfort  of  the  students,  cannot  be 
sufficiently  praised. 

The  removal  of  Mr.  Charles  Bell  from 
the  Windmill  Street  School,  must  prove  the 
ruin  of  that  miserable  establishment.  Mr. 
Bell,  we  are  told,  sold  the  good-will  of  the 
concern  (thus  the  pupils  are  bartered  like 


a  flock  of  sheep,  or  a  herd  of  swine,)  to  the 

MlDDLBSKX  Owl  for  1500/.,  of  which  sum 
he  has  refunded  400/.,  in  consequence  of  his 
appointment  in  the  London  University. 

'«  Panope"  has  our  thanks  ;  the  subject  is 
one  of  interest,  and  shall  receive  adequate 
attention. 

We  will  endeavour  to  find  a  place  for  at 
least  a  portion  of  the  letter  signed  A\n0<ta. 

A — The  inquiry  shall  be  instituted. 

We  are  obliged  to  "  Medicus"  for  his  ex- 
cellent critique  on  the  Lectures  of  a  Dr. 
Chambers ;  but  we  do  not  consider  that  the 
Doctor  or  his  Lectures  are  worthy  of  no- 
tice. 

The  letter  signed  «•  W.  Cooper,"  was 
surely  intended  as  a  hoax. 

A  Subscriber  suggests,  that  great  caution 
should  be  exercised  in  electing  a  surgeon  to 
the  Hospital  Ship  •<  Grampus,"  as  the  late 
surgeon  sent  his  "  lithotomy  cases"  to  the 
London  and  other  Hospitals. 

"  Medicus"  is  referred  for  "  the  mode  of 
treatment"  to  The  Lancet,  No.  256,  page 
524. 

It  is  not  likely  that  we  shall  publish  the 
outline  of  Geology. 

Our  "  first"  Glasgow  Correspondent  is  re- 
quested to  forward  his  reply  to  Messrs. 
Wood  and  Co.,  as  soon  as  possible ;  the  letter 
of  his  "friend"  shall  be  published  next  week. 

We  published  the  **  Introductory  Lec- 
tures "  four  years  ago ;  the  same  lectures 
are  delivered  now,  and  the  same  lectures  by 
many  persons  have  been  delivered  these 
twenty  yeurs;  under  these  circumstances, 
it  is  surely  unnecessary  to  publish  them 
again. 

,f  Observer"  complains  of  the  depreda- 
tions of  a  Bat  among  the  morbid  "  spici- 
mins*'  and  preparations  in  the  Birming- 
ham Hospital ;  the  creature,  it  appears,  is 
not  only  a  Bat,  but  a  cormorant ;  if  its 
flights  to  the  said  hospital  be  not  less  fre- 
quent, and  less  annoying,  we  shall  clip  the 
little  animal's  wings. 

"  C.S."  next  week  ;  will  he  favour  us 
with  his  name,  confidentially  1 

The  Middlesex  Hospital  is  not  beneath 
notice,  but  the  surgical  practice  is.  The 
Owl,  we  hear,  has  sent  his  beak  through  « 
strangulated  gut— where  was  the  coroner? 

Thanks  for  the  notice  of  the  case  of 
Tetanus,  but  we  have  no  relish  for  benighted 
Oysterian  Surgery 

We  will  endeavour  to  procure  the  For- 
mula inquired  for  by  a    Constant  Reader." 

"  F.  B.  D."  is  requested  to  call  in  Bed- 
ford Square,  before  twelve  o'clock. 
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LONDON.  SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  18.       •  [1328-9. 


A  LECTURE 

ON 

MUSCULAR  ACTION, 

DELIVERED  BY 

MR.  SHELDRAKE. 

As  all  the  diseases,  distortions,  or  defects, 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  cure,  to  correct, 
or  to  alleviate,  are  believed  to  originate  in 
a  derangement  of  the  natural  muscular  ac- 
tion ;  and  aa  it  is  now  proposed  to  remedy 
those  defects,  by  restoring  that  action  to  its 
natural  course  ;  it  is  proper  to  begin  by  en- 
deavouring, at  least,  to  discover  what  mus- 
cular action  is. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  there  is  not 
a  living  being  in  whose  body  the  most  won- 
derful actions  are  not  continually  going  on, 
u  palpable  to  feeling  as  to  tight;"  yet  none  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  ascertain  what  they  are, 
or  how  their  visible  effects  are  produced. 
Those  whose  lives  arc  supported  by  these 
very  actions,  do  not  seem  to  know  that  they 
exist ;  and  the  learned,  whose  province  it  is 
presumed  to  be,  have  made  no  rational  in- 
vestigation on  the  subject,  at  least  none  that 
I  have  been  able  to  discover.  This  beinz 
the  case,  it  remains  one  important  subject 
for  investigation  that  is  still  untouched.  As 
it  lies  directly  in  my  way,  in  that  course 
which  I  have  pursued,  1  shall,  perhaps, 
be  excused  for  attempting  to  examine  it ; 
certain,  that  if  1  produce  no  information 
myself,  1  shall  afford  an  opportunity  to  some 
who  may  be  better  qualified  to  correct  me, 
and  to  produce  that  information  which  J 
may  not  be  able  to  communicate. 

Muscular  action,  if  it  can  be  arranged  in 
a  manner  similar  to  that  in  which  Nature 
has  arranged  the  muscles  by  which  its  effects 
are  produced,  may  be  placed  in  two  divi- 
sions, first,  muscles,  whose  action  is  invo- 
luntary ;  and,  second,  muscles  whose  ac- 
tions are  subject  to  the  will  of  the  animal 
in  whose  body  they  exist. 

Of  the  first,  the  chief  are  the  mus- 
cles of  the  heart;  their  actions  seem  to 
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depend  upon  their  containing  within  them* 
selves  the  principles  of  action,  which  in 
them  are  equal  and  opposite  to  each  other. 
These  muscles  are  thrown  into  action  the 
instant  the  heart  begins  to  live  ;  they  grow 
with  its  growth,  and  strengthen  with  its 
strength,  so  long  as  the  animal  of  which 
they  form  a  part  continues  in  health  ;  their 
action  diminishes  in  regularity  as  health  de- 
creases, and  finally  ceases  with  the  extinc- 
tion of  life.  What  the  wonderful  power  is, 
by  which  these  effects  are  produced  will, 
in  all  probability,  never  be  known  by  any 
living  being ;  at  all  events  it  is  not  intended, 
in  this  investigation,  to  enter  into  the  in- 
quiry. 

There  are  four  conditions  or  states  of 
the  muscles,  which  it  will  be  proper  to  un- 
derstand, and,  so  far  as  it  may  be  done,  to 
explain :- 

First,  the  state  of  absolute  rest ;  as  when 
a  person  lies  down  in  a  horizontal  position 
to  sleep,  or  to  remain  in  any  other  state  of 
positive  inactivity.  When  the  muscles  are 
in  this  state,  every  voluntary  action  ceases, 
and  nothing  goes  on  but  the  circulation  of 
the  blood,  and  such  other  functions  as  are 
necessary  to  continue  life  in  the  body.  If, 
when  a  man  lies  in  a  sound  sleep,  you  raise 
his  hand,  or  any  other  member,  the  instant 
you  let  it  out  of  your  hand,  it  falls  a9  if  it 
were  lifeless.  If  a  man  who  is  fast  asleep 
could,  without  disturbing  him,  be  raised  and 
set  upright  upon  his  feet,  the  instant  you 
let  him  go,  he  would  fall  to  the  ground  as  if 
he  were  dead.  Sleep  is,  indeed,  the  perfect 
image  of  death. 

The  second  state  of  muscular  action,  is 
what  I  shall  venture  to  call  positive  muscu- 
lar oction,  of  which  I  will  give  this  one  ex- 
ample. When  the  anchor-smith  raises  his 
hammer,  whirls  it  round  his  head  till  ic  has 
acquired  its  full  power,  and  then  strikes  it 
upon  the  hot  iron  with  all  his  force,  *he  is 
in  positive  action.  The  experience  of  every 
one  will  enable  him  to  recollect  many  ex- 
amples of  the  same  condition  of  the  mus- 
cles. The  third  condition  of  the  muscles  is 
that  which  exists  while  the  muscles  are 
passing  from  the  state  of  action  to  a  state  of 
rest,  or  vice  verto  ;  it  is  the  most  fugitive  or 
versatile  of  any,  and  can  only  be  perceived 
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in  the  action  of  any  muscles,  daring  the  brief 
time  of  their  progress  from  the  state  of  ac- 
tion to  the  state  of  rest. 

The  fourth  condition  or  state  of  the  mus- 
cle* I  shall  venture  to  call  suspended,  or 
regulated,  muscular  tension  or  action  ;  al- 
though it  is  the  most  important  of  all  the 
conditions  in  which  living  muscles  exist,  no 
writer  that  I  know  of,  has  taken  the  leaat 
notice  of  it ;  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  be 
the  first  to  offer  it  to  notice,  and  attempt 
to  explain  its  properties  ;  I  trust  that,  if  in 
*o  doing  I  should  fall  into  some  errors,  1 
shall  be  excused,  from  the  novelty  of  the 
subject,  and  if  any  one  will  suggest  a  more 
appropriate  title  for  that  condition  of  the  liv- 
iug  muscles,  which  1  ahall  endeavour  to  de- 
scribe, I  ahall  willingly  withdraw  that  which 
I  have  given,  to  substitute  t  better  in  it* 
stead. 

If  a  strong  man  grasps  any  thing  firmly 
in  his  hand,  all  the  muscles  of  hi*  arm  be- 
come very  firm  while  he  bold*  it  fast,  but  be 
cannot  hold  it  so  long  ;  if  he  attempted  to 
do  so,  some  of  the  muscular  fibres  would 
relax,  others  would  follow,  a  tremulous  mo- 
tion would  appear  in  the  arm  ;  that  motion 
would  increase  till,  in  the  end,  the  muscles 
would  become  quite  relaxed,  and  the  object 
that  had  been  held  would  fall  to  the  ground. 
If  the  man  who  held  it  waa  determined  to 
maintain  his  grasp  as  long  as  possible,  he 
would  grasp  it  again  when  he  found  hia  hand 
giving  way ;  this  action  would  be  frequently 
repeated,  each  time  weaker  than  that  which 
preceded  it,  till,  at  last,  the  hand  would 
quite  lose  its  power  of  holding  the  object, 
and  it  would  fall  to  the  ground.  It  is  quite 
impossible  that  any  muscles  should  main- 
tain themselves  in  any  one  action  for  any 
length  of  time,  without  varying  its  applica- 
tion, so  as  to  renew  their  strength  ;  this  is 
the  first  principle  upon  which  ail  muscular 
action  depends. 

It  is  recorded  of  the  Crotonian  athlete, 
Milo,  that  ao  great  waa  hi*  strength,  that 
he  would  atand  upon  a  metal  shield  which 
hud  been  plentifully  covered  with  grease, 
with  such  firmness,  that  he  successfully 
resisted  the  efforts  that  were  made  by 
aeveral  strong  men  to  push  or  to  pull 
him  from  the  station  on  which  he  had  fixed 
himself.  This  ia,  of  course,  a  fable ;  but, 
like  most  of  the  Grecian  fables,  it  was  made 
to  explain,  enigmatically,  a  fact.  The  Gre- 
cians knew  more  of  the  action  of  moscleB,  in 
all  the  exereiaes  in  which  they  passed  their 
lives,  than  ha*  been  known  by  any  people 
who  have  existed  since  their  days;  and  their 
invention  of  this  story  of  Milo,  proves  they 
knew  that  this  principle,  which  1  have  called 
regulated  muscular  tension,  was  either  it- 
self  muscular  strength,  or  one  of  the  princi- 
pal causes  of  it. 

We  may  bring  this  subject  still  more 


within  our  own  knowledge.  If  we  were  to 
take  a  strong  young  man,  of  given  sixe  and 
weight, — a  feeble  old  man,  whose  size  and 
weight  should  be  the  same, — and  a  statue, 
or  even  a  dead  and  stiff  corpse,  whose 
size  aud  weight  were  equal  to  those  of  the 
others, — and  place  these  different  objects 
quite  erect  in  the  same  position,  then  push 
the  dead  figure  with  as  little  force  as  will 
derange  the  equilibrium  in  which  it  ia 
placed,  and  it  will  fall  to  the  ground ;  a 
gentle  puah  will  throw  down  the  feeble  old 
man  ;  but  it  will  require  great  exertion  to 
overthrow  the  very  strong  man.  Why  are 
these  things  so?  What  is  this  principle, 
which,  acting  upon  matter,  counteracts  the 
immutable  laws  of  gravity  t  It  ia  not,  itself, 
matter,  for  it  has  no  weight.  If  a  man  were 
weighed,  immediately  killed  by  suffocation, 
and  weighed  again,  he  would  be  found  to 
weigh  more,  after  be  was  dead,  than  lie 
did  when  he  waa  alive  ;  yet  it  ia  scmrthing 
that  is  abstracted  from  the  living  body  when 
death  takes  place  ;  for  it  ia  a  well- known 
fact,  that,  if  a  weight  is  suspended  to  one 
or  more  dead  muscles,  that  weight  would 
tear  those  muscles  to  pieces,  which,  when 
they  were  alive,  would  have  borne  it  with- 
out inconvenience. 

This  principle  is  certainly  something  that 
connects  the  mind  with  the  body,  st  the 
same  time  that  it  exista  independent  of 
either,  when  under  peculiar  circumstances ; 
for  example,  when  some  parts  of  a  body  be- 
come diseased,  or  deranged  by  many  acci- 
dents, the  mind  cannot  exert  its  influence 
to  bring  those  parts  into  action,  however 
desirous  the  person  may  be  to  do  so.    It  is 
not,  itself,  life,  lor  life  often  exists  in  parts 
of  a  body  for  many  years,  without  the  suf- 
ferer having  the  least  power  to  bring  those 
parte  into  action,  although  be  may  have 
the  strongest  desire  to  do  so  ;  but  the  most 
extraordinary  of  all  the  proofs  that  this  prin- 
ciple is  something  distinct  from  mind  and 
from  matter,  is  that  which  was  mentioned 
by  John  Hunter.   He  said,  "  That  when 
muscles  had,  to  all  appearance,  lost  all  their 
power  of  voluntary  action,  he  bad  often 
restored  that  power,  by  forcing  them,  for  a 
length  of  time,  to  act  by  means  of  an  assist- 
ant, in  the  same  way  that  they  would  act  if 
they  had  their  natural  power."   This  very 
extraordinary  fact  was  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Hunter,  as  having  been  proved  many  tiraea 
within  bis  own  knowledge;  and  the  im- 
pression his  information  made  upon  my 
mind  first  led  me  into  these  investigations, 
and  has  produced  important  proofs  of  its 
success,  which  must  put  an  end  to  all  doubts 
of  the  reality  of  the  fact,  as  well  as  of  its 
importance. 

Having  established  the  reality  of  regu- 
lated muscular  tension,  as  on  abstract  prin- 
ciple, it  will  be  proper  to  mention  tome 
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proof*  of  it  that  may  -be  entitled  to  obser- 
vation. 

First.  When  a  man  is  going  to  run  a  race, 
he  stands  prepared  at  the  starting- post,  and 
looking  earnestly  for  the  signal,  which,  be- 
ing given,  he  dashes  off  instantly,  and  does 
not  lose  a  moment  till  he  arrives  at  the  goal. 
He  has  placed  himself  in  a  proper  position ; 
his  muscles  were  so  far  braced  up,  and  kept 
in  the  proper  state  for  action,  that,  upon 
receiving  the  signal,  he  had  only  to  dart  his 
will  into  them,— if  I  may  be  allowed  to  use 
the  expression,-— to  aet  off  without  loss  of 
time,  and  proceed  till  he  had  arrived  at  the 
end  of  his  course.  The  practice  which  had 
qualified  this  man  for  his  race,  had  taught 
him  to  know  the  exact  state  in  which  every 
muscle  should  be  kept,  that  it  might  be  in- 
stantly used  to  the  best  advantage. 

Second.  Two  wrestlers  engage  in  a  con- 
test ;  tbey  aland  up  to,  and  grasp,  each 
other;  all  their  muscles  are  kept  in  that 
state  of  tension  that  I  have  endeavoured  to 
describe  ;  they  attempt,  by  almost  imper- 
ceptible degrees.to  feeleach  other's  strength, 
till  one,  finding  his  opportunity,  by  a  violent 
and  unexpected  exertion,  gives  his  opponent 
a  fall. 

Again.  Two  pugilists  engage  in  a  con- 
test ;  they  stand  up  to  each  other — each,  in 
his  own  attitude,  is,  in  all  respects,  pre- 
pared to  give,  or  to  avoid,  a  blow.  This  is 
regulated  muscular  tension,  by  which  every 
muscle  that  exists  in  the  two  combatants 
is  kept  in  a  state  of  preparation  to  act  with 
all  possible  velocity,  in  whatever  manner 
the  will  directs  :  he  watches  for  his  oppor- 
tunity, and,  so  soon  as  he  sees  it,  puts  in 
his  blow.  That  is  the  action ;  all  the  rest 
was  preparation  to  act. 

Many  other  examples  might  be  mentioned, 
to  show  the  reality  of  this  principle  of  re- 
gulated muscular  tension  ;  but  those  which 
have  been  described  will  be  sufficient.  I 
shall  now  endeavour  to  show  its  importance 
in  all  actions  of  the  human  body,  and  its 
importance  in  creating  defects  when  it  is 
deficient,  and  in  removing  those  defects 
when  that  deficiency  is  supplied. 

When,  in  the  earliest  stages  of  life,  chil- 
dren make  their  first  attempts  at  locomotion, 
those  attempts  are  but  momentary  ;  whether 
they  are,  or  are  not,  successful  in  their  at- 
tempt, they  immediately  sink  into  a  qui- 
escent state,  till  they  have  recovered  from 
the  fatigue  which  the  attempt  has  occa- 
sioned ;  they  repeat  the  attempt,  or  engage 
in  others  ;  and  thus  proceed,  increasing  their 
powers  by  repeating  their  attempts. 

It  was  a  favourite  expression  with  Mr. 
Hunter,  that  muscular  motion  increases 
muscular  strength.  This  is  saying,  in  other 
words,  that  performing  any  action  produces 
strength,  which  enables  the  party  to  repeat 
it.    This  is  true  to  a  certain  extent,  and  no 
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more ;  for,  if  any  muscular  action  is  too  fre- 
quently repeated,  debility  is  produced,  and 
injury  sustained.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that 
it  is  sometimes  necessary,  and  always  ad- 
visable, that,  when  young  people  are  em- 
ployed in  exercises  that  are  intended  to  im- 
prove their  health,  or  produce  any  other 
specific  effect,  they  should  be  superintended 
by  some  one  who  is,  from  actual  knowledge, 
competent  to  teach  and  advise  them  what 
to  do,  and  what  to  avoid. 

In  the  ordinary  occupations  of  life,  this  is 
J  not  the  case.  The  son  of  a  labouring  artisan 
follows  the  same  occupation  as  his  father ; 
by  degrees  he  becomes  acquainted  with  the 
tools  and  practices  of  his  father,  grows  up 
in  the  use  of  them,  acquires  his  habits,  and 
becomes  possessed,  at  last,  of  all  the  pe- 
culiarities of  his  class. 

The  son  of  a  cottager,  is,  soon  after  he 
can  stand,  set  to  drive  sparrows  from  the 
corn,  then  to  attend  the  horses  at  plough  ; 
he  at  last  follows  the  plough,  and  becomes 
a  ploughman  himself,  with  all  the  same  pe- 
culiarities that  attend  the  other  individuals 
of  his  class. 

But  the  case  is  very  different  with  the 
children  of  gentlemen  ;  it  is  expected,  and 
justly,  that  they  shall  have  none  of  the 
peculiarities,  either  of  person  or  manner, 
that  necessarily,  and  almost  naturally,  attach 
to  the  children  of  the  lower  orders ;  that 
they  should  have  every  perfection  of  person 
and  manner  that  the  best  instruction  can 
convey.  Where  so  much  is  expected,  the 
system  of  instruction  should  be  begun  at 
the  very  earliest  period  of  their  lives,  be- 
fore they  have  any  opportunity  of  learning 
anything  that  it  will  afterwards  be  neces- 
sary for  them  to  unlearn. 

To  promote  this  object,  I  have,  in  the 
preceding  lecture,  laid,  down  a  system  of 
treatment,  that,  if  strictly  followed,  will 
prevent  the  accession  of  those  peculiarities 
which,  in  consequence  of  negligence,  is 
productive  of  serious  injury  in  early  life. 
As  the  rules  which  are  there  laid  down 
were  extended  for  the  use  of  persons  who 
are  not  professional,  I  have  avoided  all 
technicalities  in  the  rules  that  have  been 
given  j  but  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  there 
are  other  cases  of  similar  nature,  in  which 
the  attention  will  be  more  strictly  pro- 
fessional ;  to  meet  these  I  shall  now  give 
the  details  of  treatment  that  will  be  quite 
intelligible  to  professional  men. 

1  must  premise  that  an  erroneous  opinion 
has  very  generally  received  more  attention 
than  it  deserves,  because  it  has  been  attri- 
buted to  Mr.  Hunter.  He  is  reported  to 
have  said,  **  I  am  convinced  that  people  get 
awry  by  the  endeavours  of  parents  to  keep 
them  straight  ;  that  parents  were  continually 
watching  their  children,  and  making  them 
ait  in  a  particular  attitude,  and  that  these 
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children  so  watched,  when  unobserved, 
would  naturally  sink,  into  another  way  of  sit- 
ting to  have  a  little  ease.  Besides,  that  is 
keeping  in  action  one  set  of  muscles,  and  not 
allowing  the  other  to  act  at  all,  whereat,  every 
tet  of  muscles  should  be  kept  in  action."  He 
said  "  you  don't  see  boys  grow  awry  any- 
thing like  so  often  as  girls,  nor  yet  girls  in  a 
low  situation  in  life." 

Again,  Mr.  Hunter  said,  "  If  it  be  neces- 
sary,  from  fashion  and  so  on,  to  carry  the 
person  in  any  particular  manner,  this  habit 
nay  be  attained  at  any  period  of  life,  and 
quoted  this  instance  :  you  see  a  ploughboy, 
while  plodding  at  the  plough,  an  awkward 
fellow ;  but  he  enlists ;  then  he  is  put 
under  a  drill  sergeant ;  and  then  observe 
with  what  care  and  precision  he  marches, 
after  he  has  been  under  the  care  of  that 
sergeant  for  a  time.  Now  this  shows  that, 
if  the  body  is  well-formed,  it  may  carry  any 
fashion,  but  there  is  certainly  no  counter- 
acting nature." 

Mr.  Hunter  said,  "  you  should  dress  your 
children  lightly  and  loosely,  let  them  run 
about  and  exercise  all  their  muscles  equally, 
and  then  they  would  not  grow  awry.  To 
this  parents  have  a  sort  of  objection  : 
which  is,  that  children  will  grow  round 
shouldered,  aud  so  on.  Now  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  refute  that  absurdity,  by  say- 
ing, that  if  children  were  suffered  and 
allowed  to  do  as  they  please,  the  body  would 
be  formed  according  to  that  pattern  which 
nature  designed  it  should  be." 

I  have  placed  these  opinions  together, 
because  they  were  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Hun- 
ter, and,  as  such,  are  entitled  to  much  re- 
spect. Trusting  to  my  own  memory  for 
correctly  remembering  these  opinions,  as  I 
heard  him  deliver  them,  I  think  there  were 
shades  of  distinction  between  his  real 
opinions,  and  what  are  here  given  as  such  ; 
yet,  with  this  abatement,  they  may  be  taken 
as  the  best  opinions  that  were  entertained 
upon  these  subjects  in  those  days. 

That  the  drill-sergeants,  in  Mr.  Hunter's 
time,  frequently  transformed  very  awkward, 
clumsy,  and  even  stupid,  clowns,  into  smart, 
active,  and  clever  soldiers,  is  undoubtedly 
true,  and  proves  that  the  opinion  of  those 
who  say  that  such  defects  cannot  be  cured 
even  after  the  patients  have  arrived  at 
maturity,  is  erroneons.  In  those  days  I 
passed  much  of  uiy  time  on  the  south  side 
of  St.  James's  Park,  where  I  gained  both 
knowledge  and.  amusement,  by  observing 
the  effects  that  were  produced  by  forcing 
military  knowledge  into  raw  recruits. 

However  awkward,  clumsy,  or  ill-formed, 
the  recruit  might  be,  there  was  but  one 
process  used  to  convert  him  into  a  well- 
made  active  soldier  :  the  mode  of  conduct- 
ing that  process  might  vary  according  to 
circumstances  when  it  was  applied  to  differ- 


ent  men,  but  its  essential  qualities  were, 
in  every  case,  the  same  ;  that  was,  to  force 
or  strain  himself  by  whatever  exertion  it 
might  be  necessary  for  him  to  make,  till  he 
had  twisted  himself  into  that  shape  and 
position  which  his  sergeant  determined  that 
he  should  assume  ;  a  task  which  was  very 
difficult,  and  attended  with  great  pain  and 
difficulty  to  the  unfortunate  recruit.  I  have 
seen  a  man  undergoing  this  discipline  roar- 
ing with  pain,  like  an  unfortunate  child 
that  had  been  severely  beaten.  Yet  I  al- 
ways saw  that  the  sergeant  was  victorious, 
and  converted  his  pupil  into  an  effective 
soldier ;  his  recipe  was  infallible ;  it  was 
punishment,  or,  at  least,  the  fear  of  it. 
The  recruit  knew  full  well  that  if  he  did  not 
do  what  he  was  directed  to  perform,  he 
would  certainly  be  punished  according  as 
be  was  deficient,  and  the  business  did  not 
end  here ;  for,  if  he  again  failed  in  executing 
the  required  manoeuvre,  he  would  be  again 
punished,  and  so  on,  till  he  did  execute 
what  was  required  of  him  :  this  was  an  in- 
fallible method  of  fixing  knowledge  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  were  obliged  to  learn ; 
but  as  it  cannot  be  applied  to  the  sons  or 
daughters  of  gentlemen,  it  cannot  be  of  the 
least  use  on  the  occasions  that  we  are  now 
contemplating. 

Mr.  Hunter's  opinion,  that  "  if  it  be  ne- 
:  cessary,  from  fashion,  and  so  on,  to  carry  the 
person  in  any  particular  manner,  this  habit 
may  be  attained  at  any  period  of  life,"  if  it 
be  true,  it  is  only  in  a  very  limited  sense* 
and  the  circumstance  that  he  mentions  to 
prove  the  correctness  of  his  opinion  directly 
proves  its  fallacy  ;  I  mean  the  effect  that  is 
produced  by  the  drill-sergeant,  who  trans- 
forms awkward  countrymen  into  clever  sol- 
diers ;  and,  as  the  investigation  of  this 
opinion  will  lead  to  a  knowledge  of  the  facta 
which  ought  to  be  understood,  I  trust  that  I 
shall  be  excused  for  employing  some  time  in 
the  investigation. 

During,  and  after  the  time  of  the  riots  in 
and  after  the  year  1780,  and  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  volunteer  corps  were 
formed  throughout  the  country  :  men  of 
every  rank,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest, 
were  engaged  in  them,  and  were  instructed 
in  military  manoeuvres  by  the  same  ser- 
geants who  drilled  the  military  recruits. 
All  these  persons  performed  their  military 
duty  well,  and  it  need  not  be  doubted  that, 
if  they  had  been  called  into  action,  they 
would  have  performed  their  duty  as  be- 
came high-spirited  Britons ;  they  were 
drilled  with  as  much  care  as  the  military  re- 
cruits, and  executed  their  military  ma- 
noeuvres in  a  becoming  manner,  but  this  was 
the  full  extent  of  their  qualifications :  when 
they  laid  aside  the  military  dress,  they  laid 
aside  every  military  air  at  the  same  time, 
and  returned  to  their  several  occupations 
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without  showing  a  particle  of  any  quality 
which  indicated  that  they  had  ever  been 
instructed  in  anything  beyond  the  occupa- 
tions in  which  they  passed  their  lives. 

I  can  carry  this  proof  one  step  further.  I 
wds  acquainted  with  a  gentleman  of  that 
rank  which  enabled  him  to  pass  a  great  por- 
tion of  his  time  in  the  sports  of  the  field, 
and  in  all  the  exercises  that  can  be  used  by 
gentlemen  of  his  rank,  he  acquired  the 
highest  degree  of  personal  prowess.  Thia 
gentleman  became  a  member  of  the  roost 
respectable  volunteer  corps  in  the  metropo- 
lis ;  he  was  fond  of  the  pursuit,  paid  great 
attention  to  his  exercises,  and  piqued 
himself  upon  being  the  best  drilled  soldier 
of  his  corps ;  this  did  not  content  him, 
but  he  aspired  to  a  higher  reputation ;  he 
determined  to  be  a  soUlier  indeed !  he  had 
been  instructed  in  his  military  exercises  by 
a  sergeant  in  the  guards,  whose  regiment 
was  to  bo  reviewed  by  the  king  at  Wimble- 
ton  :  he  bribed  this  man  to  put  him  in  the 
ranks,  instead  of  a  private  who  was  clan- 
destinely pat  aside  for  that  purpose.  This 
was  a  service  of  danger  to  all  parties,  but 
all-powerful  money  induced  the  men  to 
execute  it.  The  gentleman  was  accoutred 
in  the  uniform  and  arms  of  the  soldier  who 
had  been  surreptitiously  put  aside  to  make 
way  for  him  ;  he  marched  to  Wimbleton,  did 
the  duty  of  the  day  with  the  regiment, 
marched  back  again,  and  was  radically 
cared  of  all  desire  to  be  a  soldier. 

He  has  often  declared  since,  that,  in  all 
his  volunteering  experience,  and  every 
other  fatigue  that  he  had  suffered  in  the 
course  of  his  life,  nothing  could  equal  what 
he  suffered  in  the  course  of  that  day,  nor 
could  any  thing  but  his  experience  have  in- 
duced him  to  believe  that  his  sufferings 
could  have  been  so  great.  Yet,  if  circum- 
stances could  have  compelled  him  to  be- 
come a  real  soldier,  practice  would  have 
enabled  him  to  go  through  those  fatigues 
just  as  easily  as  by  any  other  man. 

The  fallacy  of  Mr.  Hunter's  opinion  seems 
to  have  been  this  :  he  saw  that  the  strong 
arms  of  necessity  and  power  compelled  the 
most  awkward  of  men  to  transform  them- 
selves into  the  most  active,  and,  so  far  as 
personal  exercises  may  go,  the  most  accom- 
plished ;  and,  having  seen  this,  he  assumed 
that  therefore  those  who  had  no  motive  to 
stimulate  them  to  exertion  but  caprice, 
could  easily  produce  similar  alterations  in 
their  own  persons.  The  fallacy  must  be  felt 
as  soon  as  it  is  mentioned. 

The  soldier  is,  I  believe,  the  only  mem- 
ber of  civilised  society  who  relinquishes 
all  the  habits  that  he  had  practised  from  his 
earliest  infancy,  till  they  become,  in  ordi- 
nary language,  quite  natural ;  to  enter  into! 
n  slate  so  different,  that  he  has  every  thing: 
to  learn,  even  to  the  least  motion  of  every 


part  of  his  body,  before  he  is  able  to  act  in 
his  new  situation ;  and  when  he  is  able  to 
do  so,  he  is  required,  constantly,  to  perform 
the  duties  of  his  new  station  regularly 
and  constantly  for  the  rest  of  his  life,  so 
that  he  becomes,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, a  new  and  an  artificial  animal. 

This  being  the  case,  it  becomes  a  legiti- 
mate object  of  curiosity  to  inquire,  by  what 
means  this  change  is  produced  ;  and  of  real 
utility,  if  the  means  that  are  used  to  pro- 
duce  these  changes  in  him  can,  in  any  way, 
be  rendered  serviceable  to  others. 

The  first  part  of  the  recruit's  education 
consists  in  breaking  down  all  the  awkward 
habits  that  he  had  acquired  during  his  for- 
mer life,  and  a  most  serious  operation  this 
frequently  is,  particularly  if  he  have  arrived 
at  manhood,  and  perhaps  advanced  some 
way  into  that  state. 

When  he  begins  to  learn  the  new  part  of 
his  duty,  he  is  first  made  to  stand  quite 
upright,  with  his  arms,  thighs,  and  legs, 
quite  straight,  but  not  stiff;  this  is,  to  many, 
a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  and  they  suffer 
severe  pain  from  the  exertions  they  are 
forced  to  make,  till  they  acquire  the  power 
to  use  their  limbs  in  the  way  that  military 
duty  requires  that  they  should  use  them  ;  at 
last,  however,  by  whatever  means  or  exer- 
tions they  are  enabled  to  acquire  it,  the 
power  that  is  required  is  attained. 

He  is  then  directed  to  move  all,  or  any  of 
his  limbs,  in  the  manner  and  the  direction 
that  he  is  ordered ;  this  must  be  done  by  his 
own  exertion ;  this  process  is  at  first  ex- 
tremely painful.  When,  by  this  process,  ho 
is  enabled  to  perform  by  himself  all  the  va- 
rious movements  of  the  body,  and  all  its 
members,  together  or  separate,  as  they  aro 
required  to  be  performed  in  military  duty, 
he  is  placed  in  a  rank  with  a  few  men  who 
are  in  the  same  state  of  forwardness  as  him- 
self ;  this  set  is  then  made  to  perform  the 
same  movements  and  manoeuvres  together, 
till  they  can  do  so  with  precision. 

When  this  small  number  is  made  to  act 
together  with  uniformity  and  precision, 
larger  numbers  are  combined  in  the  same 
maimer,  till  a  company,  a  regiment,  or  even 
a  larger  number  of  soldiers,  is  made  to  act 
together  as  if  they  were  but  one  man. 

Whoever  will  examine  a  body  of  soldiers, 
when  practising  their  military  exercises,  will 
perceive,  that  each  man  stands  firm  upon 
his  feet,  his  body  resting  firmly  upon  the. 
pelvis,  and  quite  erect,  without  being  stiff, 
so  that  he  moves  either  leg  freely,  without 
making  any  motion  with  his  body,  however 
fast  he  may  walk  or  run  ;  every  limb,  every 
muscle,  is  kept  in  such  a  state  of  prepa- 
ration, that  every  man,  having  his  eyes 
fixed  upon  tho  person  who  gives  the  signal ; 
t!<e  instant  it  is  given,  the  whole  body  per- 
forms the  act  that  is  required  ia  the  same 
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instant  of  time.  This  can  only  be  perform- ! 
ed  by  keeping  every  muscle  in  that  state  of  1 
preparation  that  I  have  called  regulated 
muscular  tension  ;  it  is  not  a  state  of  rest — 
it  is  not  a  state  of  action, — but  it  is  a  state 
in  which  they  are  ready  to  act  in  any  man- 
ner, the  instant  they  are  directed  to  do  so 
by  the  will  of  the  being  that  governs  the 
body  of  which  they  form  a  part. 

Whoever  will  carefully  examine  a  regi- 
ment, a  oompany,  or  a  smaller  number  of 
soldiers,  who  are  performing  their  military 
duties,  will  perceive  that  they  stand  firmly, 
but  not  itijjly,  fixed  in  the  same  attitude,  for 
any  length  of  time  that  may  be  required, 
but  that  they  change  that  attitude  to  any 
other  the  instant  they  are  directed  to  do  so  : 
the  power  of  doing  this  has  become  easy, 
or  what  is  called  natural,  to  them  by  long 
practice,  and  remains  with  them  for  life.  If 
the  first  line  of  a  military  body,  to  whatever 
length  it  may  extend,  and  which  is  the  only 
part  that  can  be  distinctly  seen,  be  carefully 
examined,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  body  of 
every  man  is  firmly  fixed  on  the  pelvis,  and 
all  the  other  members  are  connected  with 
the  body  in  the  same  way;  that  this  stea- 
diness in  the  position  of  each  man  gives 
to  the  whole  line,  or  body,  the  same  stea- 
diness that  it  would  have  if  it  were  one 
solid  mass;  under  that  mass,  the  legs  of 
all  the  men  move  with  perfect  freedom ; 
the  right  legs  of  all  the  men  move  directly 
forward  at  the  same  instant  of  time,  and 
plant  themselves  in  advance,  bearing  the 
bodies  upon  them  ;  the  left  legs  of  all  arc 
then  projected  forward  in  the  same  manner ; 
the  legs  thus  move  on  alternately,  but  the 
bodies  of  the  whole  corps  are  carried  for- 
ward, as  if  they  were  one  inseparable 
mass. 

If  we  turn  from  the  whole  corps  to  any 
one  man,  say  a  sentinel  on  duty  for  his  two 
hours,  he  marches  backwards  and  forwards 

incessantly  during  that  time.  No  motion 
in  the  pelvis  ;  the  body,  the  head,  and  all 
die  arms  which  the  service  require  him  to 
bear,  are  carried  with  ease  in  their  proper 
bearings  upon  the  pelvis,  while  his  legs 
move  in  perfect  freedom  beneath  them,  as  if 
they  had  no  weight  to  carry.  If  our  sen- 
tinel grounds  his  arms,  and  moves  into  the 
street  as  an  ordinary  man,  he  carries  this 
easy  action  with  him,  because  it  is  become 
familiar;  he  walks  in  the  same  manner  as 
he  did  when  he  was  on  duty,  and  even 
without  the  consciousness  of  doing  so.  He, 
in  all  probability,  suffered  severely  from 
the  discipline  he  had  gone  through  in  train- 
ing, but  its  effect  has  been  produced,  aud 
he  thinks  of  it  no  more,  but  contentedly 
enjoys  t'«e  advantages  it  lias  procured  him. 
I  have  often  observed,  with  much  pleasure, 
men  of  the  handsomest  figure  walking  the 


streets  in  a  very  elegant  manner,  although 
in  the  dress  of  common  soldiers. 

When  Mr.  Hunter  said,  that  panic  alar 
habits  might  be  attained  at  any  period  of 
life,  and  mentioned  the  drilling  common 
soldiers  as  a  ease  to  show  the  math  of 
his  assertion,  although  that  assertion  and 
its  confirmatory  fact  are  true  to  the  letter, 
no  practical  inference  can  be  drawn  from 
them,  as  applicable  to  practice  in  private 
life  ;  first,  because  the  discipline  by  which 
the  persons  of  soldiers  are  improved  is  so 
severe,  that,  in  private)  life,  no  individual 
would  subject  himself  or  his  children  to  it, 
for  any  advantage  which  they  might  hope  to 
obtain  by  the  adoption  ;  and,  second,  if  they 
did  gain  any  advantage  by  the  practice,  they 
would  not  long  retain  it.  The  military  duty 
which  soldiers  are  required  to  perform  dai- 
ly, preserves  to  them  the  advantages  they 
had  gained,  or,  at  least,  it  will  preserve  it  so 
long  as  they  continue  in  active  service  ;  that 
is,  a  great  part  of  their  future  lives  ;  and 
when,  at  last,  old  age  does  compel  them 
to  retire,  the  exercises  whiob  they  have 
uniformly  practised  through  life,  leave 
them,  though  in  ruins,  with  n  degree,  of 
strength,  and  its  good  effects,  much  greater 
than  are  enjoyed  by  any  other  men  of  the 
same  age. 

The  habits  of  private  life,  the  careless- 
ness,  or  the  carefulness,  with  which  the  se- 
rious affairs  of  the  world  are  followed,  will 
equally  induce  the  neglect,  the  disuse,  and 
the  total  abandonment  of  any  personal  ad- 
vantage that  has  been  recently  obtained,  and 
may,  therefore,  be  easily  lost. 

But,  putting  all  attention  to  the  techni- 
calitiea  out  of  the  question,  there  is  one 
practice  of  military  education  that  highly 
deserves  to  be  imitated  in  every  department 
of  life,  where  any  education  is  to  be  given. 
At  the  Military  School  at  Chelsea,  which 
has  been  established  to  educate  the  children 
of  soldiers,  they  arc  taken  in  at  a  very 
early  period  of  life,  kept,  and  educated,  in 
every  respect,  in  a  manner  becoming  the 
situation  from  which  they  sprang,  and  that 
in  whioh,  in  all  probability,  they  will  pass 
their  lives.  From  the  earliest  period  of  their 
entrance  into  the  school,  they  are  taught  the 
military  exercises,  under  the  direction  of 
teachers  who  are  as  well  qualified  for  the 
task  as  the  army  csn  supply.  When  these 
children  leave  the  school,  1  believe  they  are 
at  liberty  to  choose  their  own  future  occu- 
pation, but  the  greater  part  of  them  pass 
into  the  army,  at  first  as  privates,  and  be- 
come non-commissioned  officers,  as  oppor- 
tunities to  promote  them  offer.  The  conse- 
quence of  this  proceeding  in,  that  such  re- 
cruits, if  they  may  be  so  called,  learn  the 
practice  of  all  military  duties  so  esrly  in  life, 
that  they  never  know  the  miseries  of  drilling 
in  the  iiird-cege  Walkj  they  have  no  im- 
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proper  habits  to  unlearn ;  they  learn,  by  de-  little  be  is  qualified  for  an  experimenter,  and 
grees,  what  is  proper ;  it  is  little,  if  any,  in-  perhaps  serve  to  caution  our  readers,  in 
convenience  for  them  to  retain  what  they  future,  against  placing  too  much  reliance 
have  learned  ;  they  proceed  from  one  point  of  on  such  an  authority, 
knowledge  to  another,  so  that  they  enter  into  M.  Magendie  is  speaking  of  the  cephalo- 
life  as  complete  soldiers,  without  having  had  spinal  fluid,  the  quantity  of  which  is  said  to 

amount  to  three  ounces,  but  not  unfre- 
quently,  especially  in  old  persons,  to  twice 
as  much  ;  it  surrounds  the  brain  and  spinal 
until  later  periods  of  their  lives ;  they  are ;  chord  in  strata  of  different  thickness,  and 
better  formed,  both  in  body  and  mind,  fori  thus  forms,  he  says,  a  strong  objection 
of  their  duties,  and  certainly  against  the  system  of  phrenology.  (!)  This 
the  reputation  and  good  qu ah- 1  action  is,  however,  only  mechanical,  and 
ties  of  their  own  class  to  a  much  higher !  M.  Magendie  was  desirous  of  determining 


trouble,  and  no  pain  at  all,  in  learning 
to  become  so.  They  are  better  soldiers  than 
any  of  these  who  do  not  become  soldiers 


level  than  was  occupied  by  persons  of  the 
same  class  half  a  century  ago. 

It  i*  the  adoption  of  the  principle,  by 
which  this  improvement  has  been  effected 
in  the  persons  of  military  men,  and  the 
modification  of  that  principle,  in  the  personal 
exercises  of  children  in  the  superior  ranks 
of  society,  that  I  would  universally  recom- 
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It  cannot  be  denied,  that  M.  Magendie 
has  some  merits  as  a  physiologist ;  we  have, 
however,  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  that 
they  have  been  greatly  exaggerated,  and 
whoever  calls  him,  as  French  writers  often 
do,  the  founder  of  experimental  physiology, 
•hows  how  little  he  knows  of  one  of  the 
greatest  physiologists  that  ever  lived — of 
Mailer— towards  whom  we  should  be  guilty 
of  injustice,  if  we  thought  for  a  moment  of 
comparing  him  with  M.  Magendie.  Al- 
though we  are  not  inclined  to  agree  in  opi- 
nion with -those  who  deem  all  experiments 
on  living  animals  unjustifiable,  we  cannot 
but  consider  the  charge  of  cruelty,  which 
has  been  so  often  brought  against  M.  Ma- 
gendie, in  some  degree  well  founded,  as 
such  experiments  should  never  be  under- 
taken unless  by  an  accurate  observer,  and 
with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  enlarging  our 
sphere  of  knowledge.  In  this  respect,  what 
a  difference  is  there  between  the  Swiss  phy- 
siologist and  the  French  experimentalist ! 
On  the  one  side,  a  decided  talent  for  ob- 
servation, clear  and  comprehensive  reason- 
ing, ingenuity  and  scrupulous  accuracy  ; 
and,  on  the  other,  superficiality,  premature 
conclusions,  and  extravagant  speculation ! 
Boldness  is,  indeed,  the  most  striking  fea- 
ture of  M.  Magendie's  experiments,  and  is, 
we  are  convinced,  the  only  quality  which  Las 
procured  for  him  a  short-lived  reputation. 

The  following  extract,  from  a  Memoir  of 
M.  Magendie,  on  the  Brain,  will  show  how 


its  influence  on  the  vital  functions.  For 
this  purpose  the  following  experiments  were 
made  : — In  an  old  fox,  a  puncture  was  made 
in  the  basis  of  the  occiput,  by  which  the 
fluid  was  evacuated  in  a  few  seconds.  The 
effect  which  ensued  was  very  striking;  the 
animal,  which  before  had  been  very  savage, 
suddenly  became  quiet  and  motionless  ;  it 
continued  in  this  Btate  for  thirty-six  hours, 
after  which  it  was  as  lively  as  before  the 
experiment.  Another  puncture  was  now 
made,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  fluid 
had  been  completely  restored.  *'  This  ex- 
periment," M.  Magendie  continues,  «  which 
I  have  repented  in  different  wsys,  shows 
not  only  that  the  cepbalo-spinal  "fluid  «rer- 
cites  a  great  influence  on  the  motion  and  in- 
stinet  of'  animals,  but  also,  that  it  is  very 
easily  regenerated." 

"  But,"  our  philosopher  exclaims, u  does 
it  act  only  mechanically?  and  do  not  its 
chemical  properties  also  influence  its  aotionl 
To  solve  this  new  question,  I  extracted  the 
cephalo-spinal  fluid  of  an  animal,  and  then 
supplied  its  place  with  distilled  water  of 
the  same  quantity  and  temperature  ;  to  my 
surprise,  the  animal  fell  into  an  extreme 
agitation,  its  movements  became  convulsive, 
and  it  seemed  to  have  lost  its  natural  instinct 
and  habits." 

*'  In  order  to  determine  whetheT  the  tem- 
perature of  the  fluid  hu3  any  effect  on  the 
functions  of  the  nervous  system,  after  hav- 
ing evacuated  it,  I  suffered  it  to  cool,  and 
then  re-introduced  it  into  the  skull.  The 
animal  was  immediately  seized  with  a  trem- 
bling, analogous  to  that  in  the  cold  stage  of 
ague,  and  this  experiment  appears  to  me  to  tknno 
some  light  on  the  cause  of  shivering  and  trem- 
bling in  intermittents."  We  congratulate  M. 
Magendie  upon  this  ingenious  conjecture. 

It  having  thus  been  clearly  proved,  that 
the  cephalo-spinal  fluid  acts  on  the  nervous 
system,  not  ouly  by  its  mechanical  contact 
with  the  brain  and  the  spinal  chord,  but  also 
by  its  chemical  properties  and  temperature, 
M.  Magendie  begins  to  study  its  effect  on 
the  intellectual  faculties.  He  gives  a  very 
superficial  description  of  the  brain,  and  finds 
it  interesting  that  the  old  names  of  some  of 
its  parts  apparently  refer  to  hydraulic  func- 
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t'wm.  "  There  is"  he  says,  "  an  aqueduct 
and  a  valve,  an infundibulum,  aud  a  bridge! 
What  system  was  it  that  created  these 
names'!  We  are  not  acquainted  with  it; 
our  present  anatomists  do  not  admit  of  the 
existence  of  a  fluid  in  the  cavities,  or  on 
the  surface  of  the  brain  ;  and  whenever  we 
find,  as  we  always  do,  the  ventricles  filled 
with  water,  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  morbid 
production.  My  inquiries  concerning  the 
cephalo-spinal  fluid  have  led  me  to  a  con- 
trary opinion,  and  no  sooner  had  I  begun  to 
consider  the  liquid  in  the  ventricles  as  u 
natural  production,  than  I  was  convinced 
of  its  being  identical  with  the  cephalo- 
spinal  fluid.  To  confirm  this  conjecture, 
1  was  forced  to  assume  an  opening,  by 
which  the  surface  of  the  brain  communi- 1 
cates  with  its  cavities,  but  no  stick  opening  is  \ 
i,  nor  could  I  imagine  that  it  hud  J 
iped  the  notice  of  modern  anatomists."* 
So  little  is  M.  Magendie  acquainted  with 
the  anatomy  of  the  brain,  that  we  really  do  | 
not  know  which  to  admire  roost,  his  igno- 
rance, or  the  happy  self-complacency  with 
which  he  writes  on  subjects  of  which  he 
knows  so  little.  It  is  universally  known, 
that  there  is  an  aperture  by  which  the  in- 
ternal cavities  of  the  brain  communicate 
with  its  external  surface,  viz.  the  fissure  of 
Bicbat,  through  which  the  arachnoid  passes 
to  line  the  ventricles* 

"  I  did  not,  however,  despair  of  finding 
such  an  opening,  and  actually  discovered  it 
at  last,  of  two  or  three  lines  in  diameter,  co- 
vered by  a  lobe  of  the  cerebellum.  This 
discovery  gave  me  at  once  the  key  to  the 
hydraulic  nomenclature  of  the  ancients.  I 
saw  that  it  simply  designated  the  action  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  brain  ;  the  valvule 
cerebri,  is,  in  fact,  to  be  considered  as  a 
valve;  the  aqueduct  carries  the  cephalo- 
spinal  fluid  into  the  third  ventricle,  the  in-' 
fundibulum  into  the  pituitary  gland,  flee. 
The  fluid  is,  moreover,  in  a  continued  move- 
meat,  a  sort  of  flux  and  reflux,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  respiration  ;  during  inspiration,  it 
is  carried  from  the  cerebral  cavities  into  the 
Bpinal  canal,"  &c. 

«•  By  my  researches  on  the  movement  of 
the  fluid  through  the  aqueduct,  I  was  led  to 
the  most  probable  use  of  the  pineal  gland. 
1  consider  it  as  a  sort  of  stopper  (tampon), 


*  This  might  seem  almost  incredible  to 
our  readers,  and  we  give,  therefore,  M. 
Magendie'sown  words :— "  On  concoit,  que 
pour  confirmer  cette  conjecture,  il  fallait 
absolument,  qu'il  existait  une  ouverture, 
par  laquelle  il  y  eut  communication  entre 
l'ext6rieur  de  l'organe  et  ses  cavitfo,  et  ce- 
petulant  cette  ouverture  nttoit  point  connue. 
Comment  avoit  elle  ecbappe  aux  nombreux 
investigateursmodernesducerveau  V—  Jour, 
de  PAy«.,  vol.  via.  p.  222. 


destined  to  open  and  to  close  the  aqueduct, 
over  the  anterior  opening  of  which  it  is  si- 
tuated ;  the  two  large  veins  to  which  it  is 
attached  being  sometimes  empty,  sometimes 
full,  will  accordingly  exert  more  or  less 
pressure  on  the  gland,  and  thus  open  or  close 
the  entrance  into  the  aqueduct ;  violent  pas- 
sions, screaming,  and  strong  exertions,  will, 
of  course,  produce  the  lstter  effect. 

"  As  to  the  influence  which  the  cephalo- 
spinal  fluid  has  on  the  intellectual  faculties, 
my  observations  in  the  Sal  pettier  e  have  led 
me  to  the  following  results : — In  cases  of 
idiotism,  which  hss  not  existed  from  birth, 
the  fluid  on  the  surface  and  in  the  cavities 
of  the  brain  ia  much  increased  in  quantity  ; 
the  ventricles  are  distended,  the  pineal 
gland  is  pushed  from  its  natural  position, 
so  that  it  can  no  longer  perform  its  function, 
and  the  aqueduct  ia  always  considerably 
dilated.  In  maniacs,  the  fluid  is  also  in- 
creased in  quantity ;  here  it  is  scarcely  ever 
found  on  the  surface  of  the  brain,  but  only 
in  the  ventricles.  In  persons  who  die  in 
the  full  exercise  of  their  intellectual  facul- 
ties, the  fluid  in  the  ventricles  often  amounts 
to  no  more  than  an  ounce. 

"  It  seems  then  establislied,  that  the  development 
of  the  intellectual  faculties  is  in  an  inverse  ratio 
with  the  quantity  of  the  cephalo-spinal  Jluid." 

We  leave  it  to  the  reader's  judgment, 
whether,  after  such  a  specimen  of  want  of 
anatomical  knowledge,  of  carelessness,  and 
ill 'founded  self-confidence  in  M.  Magendie, 
any  great  reliance  can  be  placed  in  the  expe- 
riments of  this  physiologist,  or  the  conelu- 
sions  which  he  draws  from  them. 


CASKS  OF  INTERMITTENT  FEVER,  IN 

BLEEDING  WAS  EMPLOYED  IN  THS  COLD 
STAGE. 

By  John  Mackintosh,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 
the  Practice  of  Physic,      in  Edinburgh* 

(Continued  from  page  17.) 

Case  9. — A  woman,  27  years  of  age, 
the  mother  of  several  children,  experienced 
repeated  paroxysms  of  irregular  intermit- 
tent for  several  months,  till  at  last  her  ge- 
neral health  became  much  impaired  under 
the  disease  in  the  tertian  form.    She  was 


*  Dr.  Mackintosh  takes  this  opportunity 
of  informing  those  Gentlemen  who  sre  in- 
terested in  the  pathological  investigation* 
which  have  occupied  his  anxious  attention 
for  many  years  past,  that  he  cannot  publish 
any  thing  further  in  the  Edinburgh  Surgical 
Journal,  till  that  periodical  changes  its  Edi- 
tors, or  till  those  persous  mend  their  man- 
ners. 
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bled  by  Mr.  Drever,  one  of  roy  pupils,  to- 
wards the  termination  of  a  slight  cold  stage, 
certainly  before  the  appearance  of  the  febrile 
symptoms'  or  second  stage.  About  12  ounces 
were  abstracted ;  neither  reaction  nor  a 
sweating  stage  followed;  and  there  has 
since  been  no  return  of  the  complaint, 
although  several  months  have  elapsed.  She 
had  neither  bark,  sulphate  of  quinine,  nor 
arsenic.  In  fact,  no  medicines  were  pre- 
scribed but  those  of  a  laxative  nature. 

Casb  10. — David  Lambert,  setat.  36, 
sailor,  residing  at  No.  9,  Couper  Street, 
North  Leith,  states,  that  he  was  attacked 
with  intermittent  for  the  first  time  on  the 
9th  May,  1827,  when  on  his  voyage  from 
Bourdeaux,  in  the  ship  Enterprise  of  New- 
castle. At  the  time  of  attack,  they  were  off 
Dover  in  very  bad  weather,  ten  days  from 
Bourdeaux.  Since  then  the  paroxysms  have 
returned  daily,  the  cold  stage  continuing  for 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  often  for  upwards 
of  an  hour.  It  has  always  been  severe.  His 
general  health  soon  gave  way.  He  left  the 
ship,  disabled,  and  arrived  in  Leith  on  the 
30th  May.  Attributes  his  illness  to  sleep- 
ing in  bed  with  wet  clothing,  and  going 
frequently  on  deck  from  the  galley,  in  u 
state  of  profuse  perspiration,  at  the  time  he 
acted  as  cook.  When  I  visited  him,  he  ap- 
peared to  be  very  unwell,  feverish,  restless, 
and  anxious  about  his  fate ;  fearful  of  the 
consequences  of  the  approaching  cold  stage, 
which  he  expected  in  a  few  hours.  Says  he 
sleeps  little ;  has  constant  thirst  and  diar- 
rhoea ;  pulse  100  ;  tongue  white  and  loaded, 
but  moist ;  has  a  bad  cough,  with  expecto- 
ration; slight  difficulty  in  breathing;  and 
constant  dull  pain  in  the  chest  and  loins ; 
appeared  much  debilitated  ;  lies  a  good  deal 
in  bed,  and  when  he  sits  up,  complains  of 
swelling  of  the  feet  and  legs,  which  are 
cedematous;  stethoscope  announced  bron- 
chitis generally  in  both  sides  of  the  chest. 
The  captain  of  the  ahip  gave  him  something 
in  treacle,  which  he  supposed  to  be  bark. 
Mr.  Henbest  and  Mr.  P.  Mackintosh,  two 
of  my  pupils,  volunteered  to  watch  the  case, 
with  a  view  to  bleed  in  the  cold  stage.  The 
remainder  of  the  history  is  taken  from  their 
united  report. 

"  June  7th. — Found  him  very  unwell ; 
coughing  incessantly  and  violently  ;  com- 
plaining of  sense  of  weight  in  the  chest ; 
pnin  of  head  and  giddiness ;  cold  extremi- 
ties; pulse  95,  and  oppressed."  These 
gentlemen  continued  to  watch  him,  and  at 
twenty  minutes  before  8  p.m.,  "  he  was 
seized  with  rigours,  which  soon  became  very 
severe.    The  breathing  was  hurried  and 


;  his  cough  and  other  symptoms 
greatly  aggravated.  The  whole  body  was 
in  violent  agitation,  and  his  teeth  chattered. 
When  in  this  state,  a  vein  was  opened  in 


the  right  arm,  and  four  small  tea- cups  nearly 
full  of  blood  abstracted,  (about  16  ounces.) 
He  wbs  so  suddenly  and  so  perfectly  re- 
lieved, that  he  declared  he  felt  quite  well, 
his  body  became  warm,  and  he  soon  fell 
into  a  quiet  slumber.  Pulse  natural.  After 
regulating  the  quantity  of  bed  clothes,  we 
took  our  leave. 

"  8.  Found  our  patient  looking  much  bet- 
ter, having  entirely  escaped  the  hot  and 
sweating  stages  yesterday  ;  and  he  enjoyed 
for  the  first  time  a  night  of  uninterrupted 
sleep.  The  cough  and  wheezing  are  dimi- 
nished.   He  expectorates  easier. 

M  9.  By  account  bad  a  very  slight  chilliness 
last  night;  the  whole  paroxysm  being  of 
short  duration  ;  there  was  scarcely  any  heat, 
and  very  little  perspiration.  In  fact,  ho 
said  there  was  none  of  the  bad  attend- 
ants of  the  previous  attacks.  He  was  again 
visited  at  9  p.m.,  and  found  in  the  cold 
stnge,  which  lasted  only  ten  minutes.  The 
shivering  was  so  very  slight  as  scarcely  to 
be  perceptible.  Passed  a  good  night ;  was 
able  to  sit  up  a  considerable  part  of  the  day  ; 
strength  improved  to  his  own  feelings.  The 
cough  still  continues  with  the  expectora- 
tion ;  passes  dark  and  fetid  stools.  Calomel 
and  rhubarb.  A  blister  to  the  sternum. 
Milk  and  farinaceous  diet. 

"  Had  an  attack  on  the  10th,  and  another 
very  brief  one  on  the  11th;  from  which 
date  till  the  present  day,  June  29th,  there 
has  been  no  return  of  the  disease.  There 
is  no  affection  of  the  chest ;  his  aspect  and 
motion  bespeak  health,  and  his  strength  is 
perfectly  restored,  without  the  use  of  bark, 
quinine  or  arsenic."  My  reporters  state, 
that  on  the  19th,  the  patient  expressed  him- 
self in  the  following  teims :  "  If  any  man 
had  told  me,  twelve  days  ago,  that  I  should 
he  so  well  as  I  am  now  in  six  months,  I 
could  not  have  believed  him." 

Case  11.— -Corporal  Geo.Webster,  Royal 
Artillery,  has  served  thirteen  years,  three  of 
which  were  in  the  West  Indies,  where  he 
enjoyed  excellent  health  ;  but  since  his  re- 
turn, has  shown  a  tendency  to  chest  com- 
j  plain ts  ;  has  been  once  in  this  hospital  with 
a  bad  catarrh,  from  which,  however,  he  re- 
covered. He  presented  himself  again  at  the 
hospital  this  day,  June  24, 18^7,  and  stated, 
that  he  had  for  some  days  past  suffered  from 
attacks  of  rigours,  alternating  with  flushes 
of  heat,  and  attended  by  pain  in  the  loins 
aud  belly,  diarrhoea  and  slight  nausea.  His 
pulse  was  quick,  and  tongue  loaded.  He 
got  an  emetic,  aud  daily  laxutives,  and  was 
discharged  on  the  29ib,  supposed  to  be 
I  cured.  J  le  re- appeared  on  Thursday,  .*>th 
I  Jul}',  and  reported,  that  since  his  discharge 
j  on  29th  ultimo,  he  had  experienced  three 
regular  paroxysms  of  intermittent,  with  a 
day  intervening ;  the  last  attack  was  this 
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morning.  The  cold  stage  was  very  severe, 
and  continued  for  two  hours ;  it  was  suc- 
ceeded  by  the  hot  fit,  end  terminated  in 
sweating.  Complained  much  of  general 
pains,  but  suffered  distressingly  from  head- 
ach  during  the  paroxysm.  Nothing  was  given 
but  laxativea ;  he  had  attacks  on  the  7th, 
lOtb,  12th,  and  14th.  He  escaped  from  the 
14th  till  the  fOth,  when  he  bed  s  very  vio- 
lent paroxysm;  and  on  the  tid  he  was 
bled  in  the  cold  stage,  and  the  following  re- 
port wss  made  at  the  time :  the  cold  fit  was 
severe,  accompanied  by  violent  pain  in  the 
head  and  belly,  andoppreaaion  at  pneeordia, 


heat  9b°, 


10>,  weak  and  irregular, 


hospital  this  morning.  States,  that  the  pa- 
roxysm came  on  at  seven,  a.m.,  which  was 
very  severe,  particularly  in  the  cold  stage. 
Says  lie  suffered  most  from  headach,  and  a 
trembling  feeling,  together  with  a  tightness 
at  his  hreait.  1  eels  now  considerable  pros- 
tration of  strength  ;  has  no  appetite ;  tongue 
white,  not  much  loaded;  thirst;  bowels 
have  not  been  very  open  for  four  or  five 
days  ;  pulse  100,  and  full. 

glat  September.  At  five  this  morning, 
was  seized  with  s  paroxysm.  He  describes 
the  cold  stage  as  being  die  most  severe  yet 
experienced.  A  smart  hot  stage  followed, 
with  excruciating  headach.   The  sweating- 


respiration  hurried  and  difficult*  When  the  |  stage  is  now  over,  and  he  feels  relieved, 
oold  fit  had  continued  for  ten  minutes,  a 
vein  was  opened,  and  blood  trickled  down 
the  arm  at  first,  but  afterwards  came  in  a 
good  stream.  When  about  eight  ounces  of 
blood  were  taken,  the  pains  every  where 


A  laxative, 
four  times. 

*i.  Paroxysm  came  on  at  seven  this  morn- 
ing.   Was  bled  in  the  cold  stage,  after  it 
to  be  well  formed.    He  sava 


was 


all( 


ceased,  the  tremors  became  slighter  and  the  fit  was  very  violent,  and  that  his  suf- 
slighter,  and  were  completely  stopped  be-  feringe  were  produced  by  severe  pain  of 
fore  sixteen  ounces  were  abstracted.  He  head,  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  tightness 
felt  a  slight  tendency  to  syncope,  end  the  across  the  chest.  Pulse  so  quick,  irregular, 
arm  was  tied  up.  He  spoke  a  great  deal  of  and  small,  as  not  be  counted.  Whan  about 
the  sudden  and  complete  relief  which  he  an  ounce  of  blood  was  abstracted,  he  fait 
had  experienced,  and  contrasted  his  pre-  much  relieved ;  immediately  afterwards  the 
sent  situation  with  the  pains  sad  op p res- 1  rigor  ceased  suddenly,  the  sense  of  cold 
aion  he  had  had  in  previous  paroxysms,  j  gave  way  to  a  comfortable  feeling,  and  all 
which  alwaya  continued  till  the  sweating 
stage  had  gone  on  for  a  considerable  time. 
His  pulse  now  beat  75,  strong  and  full,  heat 
lOtr9.  No  hot  or  sweating  stage  followed 
the  bleeding.  Four  hours  after  the  bleeding, 
he  was  again  visited;  pulse  110,  of  good 
strength  ;  skin  hot  from  pressure  of  bed 
clothes,  which  were  now  carefully  re- 
moved, to  his  great  relief. 

23.  Saya  he  has  not  been  so  well  since 
first  sttacked ;  feels,  if  any  thing,  rather 
stronger,  slept  well,  bowels  open,  appetite 
pretty  good,  and  had  no  return  of  the  dis- 
ease. Had  no  medicines  but  laxatives  and 
infusion  of  quassia. 

Cask  12.—  Bombardier  James  Armstrong, 
aged  19,  is  tall,  spare  and  pale ;  says  he 
always  enjoyed  good  health  till  14  daya  be- 
fore he  left  'Woolwich,  when  he  was  'seised 
with  intermittent  fever.  After  the  first  fit, 
he  had  no  return  for  nine  daya,  which  he 
attributes  to  the  use  of  bark,  which  was 
prescribed  for  him  in  the  General  Hospital. 
But  when  taking  the  bark,  and  while  yet  in 
hospital,  he  was  again  attacked,  and  had  a 
paroxysm  every  day  for  four  successive 
days.  He  still  continued  to  take  the  bark 
in  the  intervals.  He  was  removed  from  the 
hospital  on  Wednesday  the  11th,  to  embark 
with  his  company  for  Leith  fort.  He  escaped 
a  paroxysm  on  the  following  day,  but  had 
one  on  Friday  the  13th,  and  every  day 


2(Hh  July,  18*7.  Presented  himself  at  the 


the  other  painful  sensations  vanished ; 
not  more  than  eight  ounces  of  blood  were 
drawn.  In  the  course  of  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  said  he  was  sensible  of  a  little  heat 
and  slight  thirst.  Was  visited  four  hours 
after  the  bleeding.  Says  be  feels  quite  well, 
and  declares  he  never  felt  so  well,  or  so  freo 
from  uneasiness,  in  so  short  a  time  after  any 
previous  attack,  and  that  he  has  no  feeling 
of  debility,  which  he  used  io  have.  It  ahould 
have  been  mentioned,  that  the  heat  under  the 
tongue,  in  the  cold  stage,  was  105° ; — heat 
taken  at  thia  visit,  100°  ;  pulse  76,  full,  and 
strong.    Has  had  no  stool  to-day. 

23.  At  10  minutes  before  eight  this  morn- 
ing felt  s  slight  chill,  succeeded  by  s  flush 
of  beat ;  but,  to  use  his  own  words,  he  had 
"  no  Jtvtr  to  rptuk  of."  There  was  no  sweat- 
ing ;  ths  whole  only  lasted  for  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour:  in  former  paroxysms, 
the  cold  fit  alone  lasted  two  or  three  hours, 
and  the  whole  attack  occupied  five  or  six* 
Saya  he  feels  uncommonly  well.  Appetite 
much  improved ;  did  not  sleep  much  dur- 
ing the  night;  took  a  laxative* 

*4.  Slept  well;  had  a  slight  sensation  of 
cold  this  morning,  but  no  fever  or  perspi- 
ration ;  physic  opr rated  thrice. 

25.  Says  he  is  better  and  stronger;  slept 
well,  but  perspired  copiously  during  the 
night ;  appetite  very  good  ;  bowels  regular. 
At  the  same  hour  this  morning  he  experi- 
enced a  slight  sense  of  cold  in  hia  loins  ; 
but  there 
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26.  Had  another  Blight  sense  of  cold  at 
the  same  hour  this  morning,  but  do  heat  or 
perspiration  followed;  strength  aud  appe- 
tite improving ;  bowel*  regular  ;  slept  well. 

27,  At  the  same  time  this  morning  was 
sensible  of  a  feeling  of  lassitude,  but  no 
chilliness. 

31.  Feela  quite  well,  and  has  ezpreased  a 
desire  to  be  discharged. 

August  S.  Continues  well;  discharged, 
to  attend  as  ao  out-patient. 

10.  Came  to  hospital,  during  the  hour  of 
visit,  in  a  severe  cold  stage,  whioh  had 
been  on  him  for  about  half  an  hour.  He 
complained  of  iutense  pain  of  head,  as  if 
some  one  were  beating  it  with  a  hammer, 
accompanied  with  pulsaliou ;  the  tremors 
were  violent  and  universal ;  the  surface  ra- 
ther cold,  the  extremities  very  cold ;  pulse 
140,  and  oppressed;   heat  under  tongue 
97°;  breathing  hurried  and  oppressed,  and 
when  he  attempts  to  take  in  a  full  inspira- 
tion, by-  desire,  he  finds  it  not  only  impos- 
sible, but  makes  mu oh  complaint  of  a  pain 
in  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  in  the  region 
of  the  heart.   A  vein  was  opened,  and  be- 
fore four  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn,  the 
rigor  diminished  in  violence,  and  the  pain 
of  head  became  relieved  ;  after  the  loss  of 
eight  ounces,  the  head  was  quite  free  from 
pain,  and  the  tremors  subsided;  the  heat 
of  his  extremities  was  restored,  and  a  gene- 
ral warm  glow  was  felt  over  the  whole  body. 
When  11  ounces  of  blood  were  abstracted, 
he  was  found  to  be  free  from  complaint,  and 
the  arm  was  tied  up.  Heat  under  the  tongue, 
at  this  moment,  107,  and  the  pulse  beat  126, 
and  very  full;  die  bleeding  occupied  five 
minutes.   In  about  10  minutes  after  the 
bleeding,  the  headach  became  so  intense, 
that  he  entreated  to  lose  more  blood,  and 
eight  ounces  were  taken,  with  complete 
and  permanent  relief  to  the  head ;  this 
quantity  was  discharged  in  three  minutes. 
His  body  was  now  universally  warm,  indeed 
rather  hot ;  the  additional  blankets  were  re- 


moved, and  he  felt  afterwards  cool  and 
fortable  ,  pulae  120 ;  feels  drowsy. 

11.  In  an  hour  after  the  second  bleeding 
yesterday,  the  headach  returned,  but  in  a 
much  slighter  degree ;  it  waa  completely  re- 
lieved by  the  application  of  cold  water ; 
passed  a  good  night,  but  had  a  copious  per- 
apiratioa towards  morning  ;  feels  uow  quite 
well ;  has  bo  pain,  and  says  he  does  not  feel 
weak;  appetite  good;  had  three  stools  last 
night,  and  one  to-day. 

12.  Passed  a  good  night;  feels  quite 
well,  and  says  he  is  stronger ;  tongue  clean 
and  moist ;  pulse  76,  of  good  strength;  belly 
open  from  medicine  taken  last  night. 

17.  Has  continued  to  improve  since  last 
report  oa  12th ;  has  had  no  return  of  the 
disease,  and  is  discharged,  to  attend  a  few 
days  as  an  out-patient.  " 


Case  13.— John  Loyd,  aged  20;  has 
been  1J  months  in  the  service,  and  was 
three  timea  in  hospital  at  Woolwich,  with 
intermittent  fever. 

July  27,  1827.  By  account,  he  had  regu- 
lar paroxysms  of  tertian  intermittent  lately, 
on  the  voyage  from  Woolwich  to  Leithfort. 
When  he  presented  himself  at  the  hospital 
to-day,  his  countenance  waa  much  oppressed, 
and  his  gait  tottering.  Says  he  has  had  a 
rigor  all  night  on  guard,  and  that  he  has  felt 
cold  for  the  laat  24  hours ;  complains  much 
of  headach,  pain  in  the  loins,  general  un- 
easiness, and  difficulty  in  breathing ;  heat 
under  the  tongue  100°;  thermometer,  held 
in  the  hand,  78° ;  the  feet  and  legs  also  cold 
to  the  touch ;  pulse  scarcely  to  be  felt,  and 
not  to  be  counted.  He  appears  to  be  be- 
tween the  cold  and  the  hot  stage — the  cold 
predominating— with  ao  much  congestion 
about  the  heart  and  larger  vessels,  that  re- 
action is  prevented.  Upon  this  view  of  the 
case,  a  vein  waa  opened,  and  although  a 
large  orifice  was  made,  the  blood  only  trick* 
led  down  the  arm,  which  waa  proved  to  de- 
pend on  a  want  of  sufficient  force  in  the  cir- 
culation ;  for  when  the  Orifice  was  pressed 
by  the  finger,  so  as  to  stop  the  flow  of  blood 
for  a  moment,  allowing  time  for  the  vein  to 
fill,  a  stream  took  place  on  the  removal  of 
the  pressure :  this  waa  repeated  a  number 
of  timea,  and  with  the  same  effect ;  the 
blood  itself  was  thick,  and  coagulated  im- 
perfectly; it  looked  of  different  tints;  12 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  in  15  minutes. 
The  patient  felt  somewhat  relieved  after  the 
bleeding,  but  complained  of  debility* 

28.  Became  very  hot  and  restless  in  an 
hour  after  the  bleeding,  but  has  had  no 
perspiration.  Passed  a  restless  night,  with 
headach  and  sore  throat.  Pulse  106,  dis- 
tinct and  easily  compressible.  Skin  hot. 
Thermometer  placed  under  the  tongue  102°; 
held  in  the  hand  99°.  On  looking  into  the 
throat,  there  appears  to  be  no  inflamma- 
tion. Breathing  almost  natural.  Is  affect- 
ed with  slight  startings.  A  vein  was 
opened  in  the  arm,  and  although  a  large 
orifice  was  made,  the  blood  only  trickled , 
and  presented  the  same  black  appearance 
as  yesterday ;  as  soon  as  four  ounces  were 
taken,  a  small  jet  took  place,  which  in- 
creased at  last  to  a  tolerable  stream.  The 
arm  was  tied  up  on  the  approach  of  syn- 
cope, when  eight  ounces  were  abstracted. 
Expressed  himself  much  relieved  by  the 
bleeding,  particularly  with  regard  to  his 
head.  Heat  under  the  tongue  after  the 
bleeding  100°.    Feels  disposed  to  sleep. 

Vespcre*  Complains  of  headach,  heat  of 
skin,  and  considerable  thirst.  Pulse  100, 
and  strong.  Blood  drawn  in  the  morning 
had  not  separated  any  serum;  it  is  like 
treacle,  and,  together  with  that  taken  at  the 
last  bleeding,  has  all  the  appearance  of 
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what  the  old  writers  called  «'  dissolved  pu- 
trid blood." 

29.  Feels  better  ia  every  respect ;  slept 
well ;  no  stool  since  yesterday  morning  ; 
pulse  100,  less  oppressed ;  hest  natural ; 
tongue  rather  foul  and  dry  at  the  tip. 

30.  Continues  to  feel  better,  and  to  sleep 
well,  but  complains  of  weakness ;  three 
■tools  ;  pulse  92,  of  good  strength  j  great 
thirst. 

.11.  Complains  of  general  uneasiness,  sore 
throat,  and  difficult  deglutition  ;  also  of 
a  pain  in  the  epigastric  region.  He  at- 
tributes these  symptoms  to  the  solution  of 
the  tartrate  of  antimony,  which  he  has  been 
taking  for  two  or  three  dsys.  The  throat 
looks  inflamed,  the  fauces  and  uvula  being 
covered  with  a  thick  viscid  exudation. — 
Tongue  dry,  red  round  the  edges  and  at  the 
tip  ;  skin  hot ;  pulse  100 ;  thirst  consider- 
able ;  bowels  opened  twice ;  abdomen  to 
be  fomented  ;  antimony  to  be  discontinued ; 
a  small  dose  of  castor  oil ;  blister  to  the 
throat. 

Aug.  1.  Passed  a  bad  night ;  but  the  rest- 
lessness and  the  troublesome  symptoms  de- 
scribed yesterday  began  to  decline  towards 
morning,  and  he  now  feels  considerably 
better.  Tongue  moist,  but  discoloured  and 
dry  in  the  centre,  and  in  a  small  angular 
space  at  the  tip ;  skin  hot  and  dry  ;  pulse 
98;  three  stools;  blister  rose  well,  and 
relieved  the  throat. 

3.  Slept  well  the  last  two  nights ;  feels 
better  in  every  respect ;  but  complains  of 
his  tongue,  which  is  fissured  ;  it  is  cleaner 
and  quite  moist ;  thirst  diminished ;  skin 
rather  warm  ;  one  stool  yesterday,  and  two 
to-day ;  pulse  80,  of  good  strength  ;  appe- 
tite improving. 

5.  Continues  to  improve. 

7.  Convalescent,  and  able  to  sit  up.  He 
continued  afterwards  to  make  a  good  re- 


Casb  14^— John  Boyd,  aged  23.  Was 
lately  quartered  at  Woolwich,  during  a  pe- 
riod of  nine  months,  when  intermittent  pre- 
vailed, but  he  escaped  the  disease.  Was 
seized  last  night,  October  25,  1827,  about 
twelve  o'clock,  after  retiring  to  bed,  with 
cold  shivering,  giddiness,  and  difficulty  of 
breathing,  which  continued  for  three  hours 
with  great  severity,  and  then  became  miti- 
gated, but  did  not  entirely  cease.  In  a 
few  hours  afterwards  the  rigours,  with  the 
otber  symptoms,  recurred  with  increased 
violence,  and  continued  so  until  visited 
at  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
20th  October.  He  had  no  sleep  during  the 
night.  Was  still  shivering  violently,  and 
walked  to  the  hospital  with  great  difficulty 
from  extreme  weakness,  and  his  gait  was 
like  that  of  a  drunken  man.  After  he  was 
placed  in  one  of  the  wards,  the  extremities 


were  fonnd  to  be  cold ;  heat  under  the 
tongue  95° ;  respiration  38,  and  performed 
with  an  effort ;  pulse  scarcely  to  be  felt  at 
the  wrist,  beating  65.  He  complains  of  an 
insupportable  sense  of  coldness,  of  excru- 
ciating headach  between  the  temple,  diffi- 
culty of  breathing,  oppression  at  the  chest, 
and  debility.  A  vein  was  quickly  opened ; 
the  blood  did  not  flow  readily  at  first,  si- 
though  the  orifice  in  the  vein  wss  well 
made.  When  about  five  ounces  of  blood 
were  abstracted,  the  respiration  was  per- 
formed with  more  ease,  the  pain  of  bead 
was  less,  and  the  tremours  were  slighter. 
The  blood  now  began  to  flow  in  a  better 
stream,  and  when  ten  ounces  were  taken, 
the  patient  declared  he  had  no  complaint 
but  giddiness  and  a  sense  of  faintness.— 
Hitherto  he  had  been  in  the  sitting  posture, 
but  was  now  placed  in  the  recumbent,  and 
the  arm  was  tied  up.  The  space  of  time 
occupied  by  the  bleeding  was  two  minutes 
and  a  hslf ;  the  pulse  was  much  stronger, 
beating  96 ;  the  thermometer  placed  under 
the  tongue  rose  to  99.  In  the  course  of  five 
minutes  afterwards,  a  slight  rigour  super- 
vened, with  a  return  of  the  headache ;  and, 
as  the  pulse  was  strong  and  firm,  the  blood 
was  again  allowed  to  flow  from  the  same 
orifice  to  the  extent  of  six  ounces,  with  com- 
plete and  permanent  relief.  He  now  felt 
comfortable,  to  use  his  own  expression. 
Pulse  80,  of  good  strength.  Had  a  drink  of 
warm  gruel,  and  in  a  abort  time  a  slight 
moisture  appeared  on  the  surface  of  the 
body. 

Vespere.  The  patient  was  found  sitting 
dressed.  Said  he  did  not  feel  we  ak,  and 
that  he  had  been  very  comfortable  all  day 
since  the  bleeding.  Surface  moist  j  tongue 
moist  j  pulse  80,  strong. 

27.  Passed  a  good  night ;  had  some  per- 
spiration ;  a  laxative  powder,  which  he 
took  last  night,  operated  five  times.  The 
report  on  the  4th  of  November  states,  that 
he  feels  quite  well,  and  as  strong  as  ever 
he  did.  Appetite  good;  sleeps  soundly; 
bowels  regular,  without  medicine,  and  he 
has  had  no  return  of  the  disease  since  the 
bleeding,  and  on  that  day  he  was  discharged 
the  hospital. 

Cask  15. — John  Rose,  aged  22.  Has 
always  been  healthy  till  he  had  the  ague 
at  Woolwich,  for  which  he  was  in  hospital 
twice,  three  weeks  the  first  time  and  a 
month  the  second,  but  says  he  has  since 
scarcely  ever  been  free  from  pain  of  bead 
and  loins.  Two  days  ago  had  a  severe  at- 
tack of  intermittent,  and  another  this  morn- 
ing, 18th  October  1827.  He  presented 
himself  at  the  hospital  during  the  hot  stage  j 
belly  constipated  ;  tongue  foul. 

li>.  Bowels  opened  several  times  from  a 
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laxative  powder,  which  lie  got  last  night ; 
feels  better. 

22.  Bowels  have  been  kept  open  by  gen- 
tle laxatives  ;  sleeps  well  at  night ;  appe- 
tite improved ;  no  return  of  the  paroxyras. 
Discharged,  to  attend  as  an  out-patient. 

Re-admitted  on  the  24th  October.  States 
that  he  was  seized  with  a  severe  paroxysm 
this  morning  at  six  o'clock.  At  ten  he 
presented  himself  at  the  hospital  in  the  hot 
stage,  suffering  much  from  headach,  pain 
in  the  back,  and  hurried  respiration.  Pulse 
130,  full  and  strong ;  bowels  regular  ; 
tongue  foul. 

26.  Had  an  attack  this  morning  at  fire  ; 
at  ten  a.m.  he  was  still  in  the  hot  stage. 

29.  The  paroxysm  came  on  between  two 
and  three  o'clock  this  morning ;  at  ten  he  was 
still  in  the  cold  fit ;  he  complained  of  pain 
in  the  head  and  loins  ;  the  tremours  were 
not  violent ;  tongue  rather  loaded,  but  moist ; 
pulse  64,  weak  and  oppressed  ;  heat  under 
the  tongue  92°;  in  the  hand  72°.  A  vein 
was  now  opened,  and  he  was  quite  relieved 
before  six  ounces  were  abstracted,  and  the 
tremours  ceased  when  twelve  ounces  were 
taken,  which  occupied  three  minutes  of 
time.  The  thermometer  was  now  again 
placed  under  the  tongue,  and  the  heat  found 
to  be  96°;  in  the  hand  7.V\  There  had 
been  no  application  of  heat,  nor  had  any 
warm  drink  been  given.  There  was  a  slight 
moisture  over  the  surface.  Upon  being 
asked  if  he  felt  weaker  since  the  bleeding, 
he  replied,  that  he  was  "  not  aware  of  feel- 
ing weaker." 

30.  Was  quite  comfortable  after  the 
bleeding  yesterday,  so  much  so,  that  he 
dressed  himself  and  sat  up  all  the  afternoon, 
and  ate  a  good  dinner.  Slept  well  ;  bowels 
open  ;  tongue  clean  ;  pulse  64,  and  of  good 
strength  ;  thinks  that  he  feels  rather  weaker 
than  he  did  yesterday  afternoon,  but  says 
he  has  no  complaint. 

Nov.  1.  Has  had  no  return  of  the  parox- 
ysm. Says  he  feels  quite  comfortable  ;  ap- 
petite good;  bowels  regular  ;  sleeps  better 
at  night  than  he  has  done  for  several 
months. 

4.  Continues  to  improve  in  health.  Has 
had  no  return  of  the  disease,  and  was  dis- 
charged the  hospital  in  the  course  of  a  week, 
cured. 


ON  CONG  KNIT  A  I.  DISTORTIONS  OF  TIIF.  FEET. 

By  Mr.  Sheldrake. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Si  a, — I  have  already  advanced  an  opi- 
ion,  and,  I  trust,  established  it  by  suffi- 


cient proofs,  that  the  peculiar  distortions  of 
the  feet  of  children  which  take  place  be- 
fore the  birth,  and  when  the  feet  are  turned 
inwards,  may  certainly  be  cured,  in  a  rea- 
sonable time,  if  they  are  properly  attended 
to.  1  shall  now  proceed  to  show  that  what 
may  be  called  the  opposite  kind  of  case, 
where  the  feet  are  turned  outwards,  although 
the  defect  is  not  so  striking  to  the  unin- 
formed observer,  and  indeed  is  often  unob- 
served until  it  is  much  increased  and  be- 
comes more  troublesome  to  the  sufferer, 
than  the  opposite  defect,  the  so  called 
varus. 

Case  1. — A  gentleman's  child  was  shown 
to  me  soon  after  its  birth  ;  there  was  no 
visible  defect  in  the  form  of  its  right  foot, 
but  it  was  turned  upwards  in  a  very  re- 
markable manner,  which  created  an  alarm 
that  induced  his  parents  to  consult  me. 
After  a  careful  examination,  I  clearly  saw 
that  it  was  a  case  of  this  kind,  and  advised 
the  parents  to  wait  a  short  time  to  see  what 
course  the  foot  would  take.  After  the  ex- 
piration of  a  few  days,  it  was  perceived  that 
the  defect  diminished  ;  the  cause  of  this 
alteration  was,  that  as  the  child  was  healthy, 
strong,  and  active,  the  struggles  which 
such  children  will  make  to  bring  their 
li-ubs  into  action,  acted  favourably  upon 
the  gastrocnemeii  muscles,  and  brought 
them  into  action  so  favourably  that  their 
increasing  energy  overcame  the  defect  in 
the  foot  ;  so  that,  at  the  end  of  three  months, 
there  was  no  circumstance  remaining  which 
could  show  that  the  foot  had  ever  been 
defective.  I  was  so  employed  in  this  family 
that  1  had  opportunities  of  seeing  this  child 
grow  up  to  maturity,  and  knowing  that  no 
deficiency  ever  appeared  in  this  foot  during 
his  after-life. 

Case  2. — Another  gentleman's  child  was 
soon  afterwards  shown  to  me,  who  was  re- 
cently born  with  oue  of  his  feet  under 
similar  circumstances.  The  former  caso 
was  fresh  in  ray  memory,  and  induced  me 
to  recommend  that  a  similar  course  should 
he  pursued  in  this.  My  advice  was  adopted, 
and  with  equal  success,  for,  at  the  end  of 
two  mouths,  it  could  not  be  discovered 
which  of  his  two  feet  had  been  defective  ; 
he  arrived  at  maturity,  and  passed  through 
life  in  the  same  state  as  the  former. 

Case  3. — A  child  was  born  with  one  foot 
distorted,  like  the  annexed  figure  which 
was  drawn  from  a  cast  that  1  had  taken 
when  he  was  but  a  few  days  old,  at  which 
time  he  was  placed  under  ray  care.  Some 
weeks  afterwards,  I  was  desired  to  examine 
his  other  foot,  which  had  not  been  offered 
to  ray  notice  before  ;  indeed  the  parents* 
attention  had  been  so  engrossed  by  the  t  ij;ht 
foot,  that  they  did  not  perceive  that  any 
thing  was  the  matter  with  the  other.  At 


78 


Mil.  SHELDRAKE  ON 


much  relapsed,  and  the  child  was  again 
placed  under  my  care  till  it  was  quite  well. 
The  two  feet,  in  the  state  they  were 
when  the  child  was  placed  under  my  care, 
are  represented  by  the  two  figures  that  are 
annexed.  As  I  was  not  permitted  to  take 
any  cast  from  the  feet  after  they  were 
cured,  I  cannot  give  any  representation  of 
them  here,  and  must  he  contented  to  ssy, 
they  were  quite  restored  to  their  natural 
form  and  powers,  in  which  state  they  re- 
mained, as  1  had  opportunities  of  seeing 
them  several  years  afterwards. 

Case  4. — A  child  was  placed  under  my 
care  when  she  was  four  months  old.  The 
bones  of  the  leg  were  bent  directly  for- 
wards; the  foot  was  flatter  than  is  usual 
with  children  who  are  naturally  formed, 
astragalus  passed  from  its  natural  situation,  I  and,  when  the  child  mo  red  itself,  it  always 
and  lay  very  much  behind  the  tibia,  which  turned  the  foot  upwards,  towards  the  out- 
gave  the  general  appearance  of  the  foot  side  of  the  leg,  instead  of  downwards 
having  a  heel  much  longer  than  usual ;  at  and  inwards,  which  is  the  usual  conse- 
the  same  time  the  foot  turned  outwards,  and,  quence  of  the  exertions  that  are  made 
if  the  child  had  been  able  to  stand  at  all,  it  by  children  who  attempt  to  use  their  feet 
would  have  stood  with  its  inner  ancle  upon  before  they  are  able  to  stsnd.  The  heel 
the  ground.  As  I  was  not  allowed  to  take  appeared  to  be  pre  tern  at  u  rally  long,  and, 
a  cast  from  this  foot,  I  took  a  drawing,  upon  examination,  the  astragalus  could  be 
from  which  the  annexed  figure  was  made.  plainly  felt  bthind  the  tibia,  to  which  circuni- 
As  no  doubt  could  remain  that  this  foot  stance  the  apparent  length  of  the  heel  most 
would  be  permanently  distorted  if  proper  be  attributed.  I  took  a  cast  from  the  foot 
measures  were  not  adopted  to  cure  it,  I  j  at  the  time,  and  the  annexed  figures  were 


the  time  that  this  foot  was  offered  to  my 
notice  there  was  little  peculiarity  in  its 
but,  in  lifting  the  foot,  he  moved  it 
upwards  and  outwards  than  the  action 
required.  As  I  was  employed  to  cure  the 
right  foot,  I  was  desired  to  watch  the  pro- 
gress of  the  left,  and  do  what  I  found  to  be 
necessary.  By  the  experience  that  I  had 
in  the  two  former  cases,  and  in  some  others 
of  the  same  kind,  I  was  induced  to  believe, 
that  as  it  happened  in  those,  so  it  might 
happen  in  this,  that  the  action  of  the  foot 
might  reetify  itself ;  but  this  did  not  prove 
to  be  the  esse. 

Contrary  to  what  happened  in  the  for- 
mer cases,  as  this  child  increased  in  strength 
he  struggled  to  move  his  feet ;  he  rsised 
the  left  foot  more  and  more  upwards  and 
outwards,  by  which  sction  the  head  of  the 


msde  such  applications  as  put  the  foot  in 
safety,  so  far  as  to  prevent  it  from  becom- 
ing more  distorted  ;  and  as  the  child  was 
now  beginning  to  use  its  legs,  I  applied 
such  bsndages  upon  both  feet  as  would 
enable  him  to  walk  in  safety. 

The  parents  of  this  child  lived  eight 
miles  from  London,  and  brought  the  child 


drawn  from  that  cast.  Figure  S  represents 
the  leg  when  viewed  from  behind,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  looking  at  the  outside  of 
the  leg.  Figure  4,  is  a  front  view  of  the 
leg,  and  at  the  same  time  shows  how  much 
the  heel  fell  lower  than  the  fore-part  of  the 
foot.  I  have  been  told,  that  the  circum- 
stances which  I  have  mentioned  were  no- 


to  my  house  whenever  it  wss  necessary  for  ticed  at  the  time  the  child  was  born,  but 
me  to  see  it,  or,  rather,  they  should  have  '  as  they  were  believed  to  be  incurable,  no 


done  so,  for  the  distance,  disappointment 
of  stages,  and  other  engagements,  made 
them  irregular  in  attendance,  and  thus  pro- 


application  was  made  to  any  one  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  defect  was  or  was  not 
incurable.   As  the  child  advanced  in  life, 


treated  the  cure  to  a  time  much  beyond  I  it  became  evident  that  the  peculiar  form  of 
what  it  would  have  employed  if  their  at-  its  leg  and  foot  increased  instead  of  dimi- 
tendance  had  been  regular.   At  the  end  of 
four  months  both  the  feet  were  reduced  to 

their  natural  form  and  action,  but  with  so  I  determined  to  plsce  her  under  my  care 


cished,  as  it  had  been  foretold  by  some 
who  had  been  consulted  ;  and  it  was  at  last 


much  weakness,  that  ss  the  child  was  now 
able  to  walk,  and  wot  very  heslthy,  it  only 
remained  to  keep  what  I  have  found  to  be 
a  very  simple  system  of  bsndages  on  the 
feet,  to  support  them  under  thst  exercise 
which  the  activity  of  the  child  constantly 
gave  them,  till  they  acquired  strength 
enough  to  support  themselves. 

The  parents,  seeing  how  simple  the 
means  that  I  employed  appeared  to  be,  and 
willing  to  save  themselves  the  trouble  of 
coming  so  often  to  London,  took  the  case 
into  their  own  hands,  and  were  supplied 
with  what  was  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
At  the  end  of  several  months  the  feet  were 


In  the  treatment  of  this  case  J  adopted 
the  plan,  and  acted  upon  the  principles, 
that  have  been  already  explained,  and,  at 
the  end  of  eight  months,  the  foot  was  so 
much  restored  to  its  natural  form  and 
powers,  that  my  further  attention  to  it  was 
not  thought  necessary,  and  I  withdrew. 

As  I  did  not  think  the  cure  of  this  case 
was  so  permanent  as  they  did  whose  in* 
fiuence  with  the  parents  was  superior  to 
mine,  I  did  not  tske  any  cast  from  the  foot 
at  the  time  that  my  attendance  ceased,  but 
determined  to  wait  till  I  could  see  whether 
it  was  or  waa  not  so.  Unfortunately,  seve- 
ral month*  afterwards,  through  the  care* 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONGENITAL 


DISTORTIONS 


79 


of  a  serr ant,  the  leg  was  fractured, 
and,  iii  consequence  of  tome  peculiarity  in 
the  management,  the  fractured  Donee  did 
not  reunite.  Many  months  afterwards  I 
was  informed,  that  the  fractured  bones  con- 
tinued in  the  same  state,  and  the  child  was 
afterwards  removed,  so  that  I  do  not  know 
how  the  case  terminated ;  at  all  events,  the 
fracture  must  have  altered  the  condition 
of  the  leg  so  much,  that  no  conclusion  could 


have  been  drawn  from  the  facts  of  the  case, 
as  of  one  of  simple  distortion. 

In  my  next,  I  shall  send  two  peculiar 
cases  of  this  species  of  distortion,  with  some 
observations  to  show  how  much  they  differ 
in  their  effects  upon  the  patient,  from  those 
with  which  they  axe  frequently  confounded. 
I  am  yours,  occ. 

T.  Sheldrake. 
7,  Devonshire  Street,  Portland  Place. 
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ACCIDENTAL  COLOURS. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — A  better  explanation  of  acciden- 
tal colours  than  M.  Cuvier  has  given  at 
page  629  of  The  Lancet,  may  be  found  in 
Dr.  Darwin's  Zoonomia,  vol.  i.,  pages  15  to 
25  inclusive.  AL  Cuvier's  experiments  are, 
in  reality,  nearly  tbe  same  as  the  illustra- 
tions of  that  eminent  philosopher ;  and  1  am 
inclined  to  think  that  M.  Cuvier  is  indebted 
to  Dr.  Darwin  for  his  information. 
44  Palraam  qui  meruit  ferat." 
I  am,  Sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

J.Bedinofield. 

Medical  Academy,  Stow  Market. 


LUNATIC  PAUPERS  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF 
MIDDLESEX. 

From  the  returns  which  have  been  made 
on  this  subject,  it  appears  that  there  are 
.'><•»?  male  pauper  lunatics  iu  this  county  ; 
females  546  ;  sex  not  mentioned  20  ;  total 
873.  Of  this  number,  409  have  been  more 
than  fire  years  in  an  unsound"  state  of 
mind. 


ON  THE  EXTRACTION  OF  TEETH. 

/fyJoiiN  Palmer  De  la  Fons,  Esq. 

At  a  period  when  almost  every  art  has 
attained  so  high  a  degree  of  perfection,  it 
is  truly  surprising,  and  much  to  be  regret- 
ted, that  so  important  an  operation  as  that 
of  tooth- extracting,  instead  of  advancing, 
Bhould  have  retrograded — that  a  set  of  den- 
tal instruments,  under  the  mask  of  improve- 
ment, should  be  so  clumsily  constructed  as 
to  be  readily  mistaken  for  a  farrier's  tools. 

Medical  men,  whose  experience  in  this 
department  of  surgery  is  often  unavoidably 
very  limited,  confiding  in  the  misrepresen- 
tations of  persons  interested  in  deceiving 
them,  are  led  to  provide  themselves  with 
instruments  so  ill-contrived,  and  of  such 
preposterous  dimensions,  that  they  seem  best 
adapted  for  a  speculative  consignment  to  the 
kingdom  of  Patagonia. 

Few  subjects  have  exhausted  so  much 
time  to  little  purpose  as  the  attempt  to 
discover  a  means  of  extractiug  teeth  in  a 
direction  perpendicular  to  their  axis.  For 
this  purpose,  a  variety  of  contrivances  lia\*e 
been  produced,  many  of  them  very  ingeni- 
ous ;  but  all,  one  after  another,  have  sunk 
into  oblivion  at  a  very  short  date  from  their 
appearance — a  disappointment  that  would 
have  been  spared  to  the  inventors  of  them, 


had  they  commenced  by  acquiring  a  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  the  form  of  the  teeth, 
of  the  power  requisite  to  detach  them  from 
their  sockets,  of  the  fragile  nature  of  de- 
cayed teeth,  and  the  structure  of  the  alveo- 
lar processes ;  then,  supposing  them  to  be 
acquainted  only  with  the  first  principles  of 
mechanics,  tbey  roust  have  perceived  tbe 
above-mentioned  project  was  absurd  iu  the 
extreme,  and  one  tbey  could  not  have  en- 
tertained for  a  moment,  had  they  compre- 
hended the  action  of  that  most  useful  and 
admirable  contrivance,  the  key  instrument, 
He  who  does  not  clearly  understand  the 
application  of  this  instrument,  is  utterly 
unfit  to  operate  in  cases  of  importance. 

Considerable  ingenuity  has  been  dis- 
played in  some  of  those  contrivances  that 
were  expected  to  act  by  placing  tbe  fulcrum 
upon  the  adjoining  tooth,  or  teeth  ;  a  method 
that,  for  very  obvious  reasons,  cannot  pos- 
sibly succeed.  Others  again,  possessing  no 
talent  for  invention,  have  contented  them- 
selves with  introducing,  as  a  novelty,  an  in- 
strument that  has  been  in  use  from  the  re- 
motest ages — a  pair  of  pincers!!  greatly 
improved,  by  being  made  of  the  most  gigan- 
tic and  appalling  dimensions. 

That  the  use  of  such  an  instrument  is 
highly  objectionable  in  all  cases  where  the 
key  is  generally  used,  will  be  very  evident, 
if  we  reflect  that  the  teeth  hold  so  tightly 
by  reason  of  their  diverging,  crooked,  and 
otherwise  misshapen  roots,  that  the  most 
powerful  and  continued  efforts  to  remove 
them  in  that  way  will  prove  unavailing ;  un- 
less, to  be  sure,  breaking  can  be  called  re- 
moving.* 

On  reference  to  fig.  1,  the  objections  may 
be  readily  traced.  To  detach  the  tooth  A, 
from  its  socket  B,  in  giving  the  unavoid- 
able movement  from  side  to  side,  (from  C  to 
D,  for  instance,)  the  point  E  beiug  Jired, 
which  ia  not  the  case  with  the  bolster,  if  the 
tooth  offers  much  resistance,  the  handles 
must  be  grasped  with  extraordinary  force, 
or  the  jaws  of  the  instrument  will  often,  on 
attempting  to  incline  it  in  that  direction  ; 
consequently  the  greater  portion  of  force  so 
applied,  is  admirably  calculated  to  wrench 
off  the  crown  of  the  tooth,  as  represented 
by  the  dotted  lines  across  the  tooth  at  F. 

If  (he  pincers,  under  this  form,  are  objec- 
tionable, how  much  more  so  are  they  for 
extracting  the  dens  sapiential  and  others, 
where,  the  jaw  not  extending  sufficiently 
to  apply  them  in  the  favourite  perpendicu- 
lar direction,  it  is  necessary  to  curve  them, 

*  Those  who  pretend  to  operate  in  this 
manner  arc  so  well  aware  of  this  fact,  from 
experience,  thnt  they  bnve  been  frequently 
detected  exhibiting  their  infallible  pincers 
with  one  hand,  while  the  key  was  concealed 
in  the  other. 
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so  as  to  act  at  right  angles  with  the  handles ; 
coosequently  the  operator  must  use  great 
additional  force,  having,  as  it  were,  to  raise 
a  considerable  weight  at  the  end  of  a  lever  ; 
so  that,  admitting  he  has  power  to  remove 
the  tooth,  it  so  suddenly  yields,  that  the 
violence  of  the  jerk  very  often  either  frac- 
tures or  loosens  one  of  the  teeth  in  the  op- 
posite jaw,  which  the  operator  can  no  more 
control,  than  he  could  avoid  falling,  if,  in 
pulling  an  immense  weight,  the  cord  he 
held  were  suddenly,  though  not  unexpect- 
edly, to  break. 

Another  insurmountable  objection,  is  the 
length  of  time  required  for  loosening  a 
tooth  with  the  pincers ;  for,  in  defiance  of 
the  favourite  perpendicular  action,  the  tooth 
will  not  stir  till  it  has  been  most  forcibly  I 
worked  to  and  fro  during  some  time,  as  the 
crown  would  break  off  sooner  than  it  would 
yield  to  a  dead  pull ;  and  thus  it  receives 
the  very  lateral  action  so  strongly  and  so 
sagaciously  opposed. 

Lastly,  the  pincers  cannot  be  used  with  a 
chance  of  success  where  the  crown  of  the 
tooth  is  much  decayed  ;  for,  in  the  effort 
to  loosen  it,  the  pinch  requisite  to  prevent 
the  instrument  from  slipping,  would  be 
unavoidably  greater  than  the  remaining 
substance  of  the  tooth  would  allow  without 
breaking. 

The  preceding  observations  will  suffice  to 
shew  the  impolicy  of  attempting  important 
operations  with  the  pincers,  or  any  other 
means  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  lay  hold 
of  the  tooth  between  two  cutting  edges. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  drawing, 


fig.  2,  a  few  words  will  be  sufficient  to  prove 
the  decided  superiority  of  instruments  con- 
structed  upon  the  principles  of  the  key. 
The  bolster  and  claw,  G  H,  are  represented 
as  fixed  on  a  decayed  tooth  A,  preparatory 
to  its  extraction  from  the  socket  13.  The 
power  is  applied  to  the  bolster,  so  as  to 
turu  it  round,  this  moves  the  joint  I  in  the 
dotted  curve  J,  and  pulls  the  claw  II  in  the 
direction  of  the  line  K  L,  along  which  the 
tooth,  having  no  direct  support,  is  pulled 
by  the  claw  on  one  side,  (as  shown  by  the 
dotted  lines,)  and  tilts  on  the  part  N  of  the 
socket  as  a  fulcrum ;  this  being  opposite 
the  bolster,  the  pull  varying  from  the  di- 
rection K  L  to  O  P  ;  this  widens  the  socket 
and  gradually  detaches  the  tooth,  first  from 
the  side  M,  under  the  claw,  while  the  ex- 
cellent position  of  the  holster  causing  a 
fulcrum  N  so  low  down  the  socket ;  the  up- 
per portion  of  tooth  becomes  a  powerful 
lever  to  move  and  detach  the  bottom,  begin- 
ning first  at  one  side,  aud  stretching  the 
socket,  so  as  to  make  room  for  it  the  easier 
to  slip  out ;  thus  the  parts  are  easily  and 
gradually  loosened,  but  in  quick  succession, 
thereby  avoiding  all  that  violence  of  tug  and 
shock  that  must  attend  perpendicular  ex- 
traction, as  it  is  erroneously  called.  The 
quantity  of  tilt  is  here  greatly  exaggerated 
to  make  it  visible,  much  less  being  sufficient 
to  loosen  the  tooth. 

Instruments  on  this  principle  are  the 
only  ones  that  can  be  applied  to  stumps 
having  no  upper  portion  to  lay  hold  of. 

14,  George  Street,  Hanover  Square. 
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THE  LANCET. 

London,  Saturday,  October  18,  1828. 

The  public  attention  has  recently  been 
drawn  to  the  pretensions  of  an  individual 
who  makes  claim  to  the  discovery  of  a  spe- 
cific remedy  for  consumption.  One  of  our 
contemporaries,  well  known  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Guildhall,  has  endeavoured  to 
acquire  a  little  notoriety  on  this  occasion, 
partly  by  assailing  the  respectable  editor  of 
the  Literary  Gazette,  who  has  given  publicity 
to  some  cases  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  said  to 
have  been  cured  by  the  individual  in  ques- 
tion, and  partly  by  addressing  letters  to  the 
John  Bull  and  Spectator  t  which  letters  have 
elicited  replies*  We  forbear  entering  at 
present  into  the  merits  of  this  controversy  ; 
but  there  is  one  point  which  it  may  be  well 
for  the  public  to  bear  in  mind,  in  estimating 
the  probability  of  any  alleged  discovery  of 
specific  remedies  for  diseases  which  have 
hitherto  baffled  the  resources  of  our  art.  It 
should  he  recollected,  that  we  know  of  no 
specific  remedy  for  any  disease.  Bark  in 
intermittent  fever,  and  mercury  in  syphilis, 
have  been  called  specifics  ;  but  bark  often 
fails  to  cure  intermittents,  when  other  the- 
rapeutic agents  are  successful,  and  it  is 
ascertained  that  syphilis,  uuder  all  its  forms, 
may  be  cured  in  many,  perhaps  in  most 
cases,  without  the  use  of  mercury.  Expe- 
rience does  not  warrant  us  in  concluding, 
that  there  is  any  one  remedy  specifically 
applicable  to  the  cure  of  any  one  disease. 
Still  such  a  remedy  may  be  discovered,  and 
that,  too,  even  for  a  disease  which  has  hi- 
therto baffled  the  powers  of  medicine. 

The  probabilities  always  are,  that  a  party 
making  claim  to  the  discovery  of  a  new 
remedy  for  the  cure  of  a  disease  hitherto 
supposed  incurable,  and  refusing  to  dis- 
close the  nature  of  the  remedy,  has  either 
deceived  himself,  or  wishes  to  deceive  the 
public.   It  is  possible,  however,  that  the 


individual  in  question  may  bare  discovered 
such  a  remedy,  and  the  refusal  to  dis- 
close the  nature  of  it,  is  not  to  be  taken,  as 
some  of  our  contemporaries  contend,  as 
Conclusive  evidence  of  fraud.  The  refusal 
proves  only  that  he  prefers  his  pecuniary 
interests  to  the  good  of  mankind  ;  that  his 
cupidity  is  too  strong  for  his  benevolence  ; 
that  his  charity,  in  short,  begins  at  home. 
If  the  person  we  allude  to  lay  claim  to 
philanthropy,  as  well  as  to  the  discovery 
of  a  remedy  for  phthisis,  we  should  be  in- 
clined, without  looking  into  the  evidence 
on  which  his  pretensions  are  founded,  to 
decide  at  once  that  he  was  an  impostor. 


Addison  has  remarked,  that  we  never 
read  a  book  with  so  much  pleasure,  as  when 
we  know  certain  particulars  respecting  the 
author's  person,  education,  manners,  or 
characteristic  peculiarities.  Poor  Roderick 
Macleod  seems  to  have  availed  himself  of 
this  hint;  for,  finding  that  nobody  but  the 
trunk-maker  has  ever  yet  patronised  his 
lucubrations  in  the  Yellow  Fungus,  or 
Excrescence,  he  has  last  week,  by  way  of 
prelude,  we  presume,  to  a  more  agreeable 
vein  of  writing,  entertained  the  public  with 
some  gratifying  particulars  respecting  him- 
self, and  the  places  at  which,  he  tells  us,  he 
was  educated.  He  has  not  only  communicat- 
ed to  the  public,  in  the  last  week's  Excres- 
cence, the  fruits  of  his  own  experience  and 
observation,  as  to  the  comparative  preva- 
lence of  drunkenness  and  wenching,  in  the 
English  and  Scotch  Universities,  but  he 
has  also  had  the  kindness  to  add  certain  in- 
teresting disclosures  of  his  "  bed-maker'* 
on  these  subjects.  When  Roderick  Mac- 
leod  tells  the  public  what,  be  says,  his  bed- 
maker  told  him,  this  is  not,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, the  very  best  species  of  evidence  ; 
but  it  is  a  maxim  in  law,  we  believe,  that 
when  the  best  evidence  is  not  to  be  ob- 
tained, the  next  best  is  admissible  ;  and,  for 
our  own  parts,  in  the  case  before  us,  we  are 
disposed  to  place  just  as  much  reliance  on 
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the  hearsay  evidence,  derived  from  a  college  I  imagined,  and  laughable  anecdote,  which 
gyp  or  bed-maker,  as  on  the  direct  testimony  he  introduces  by  way  of  exposing  the  folly 
of  the  highly-gifted  and  veracious  Scotch  of  Lord  Duplby,  Sir  James  Mackintosh, 
Dub  himself.   Our  readers  will  scarcely  and  Mr.  Brougham,  who  hare  permitted 


give  Roderick  credit  for  being  "  so  agree- 
able a  rattle,"  and  we  shall,  therefore, 
quote  the  passage  to  which  we  allude. 
After  having  touched  upon  the  vice  of  un- 
chastity,  and  stated  that  "  whenever  a  mul- 
titude of  young  single  men  are  gathered  to- 
gether, they  are  sure  to  devour,  like  lo- 
custs, all  the  frail  purity  (the frail  purity  !) 
of  the  neighbourhood,  he  proceeds  to  the 
vice  of  drunkenness: 

"  As  to  the  second  vice,  drunkenness— 
we  ourselves  went  from  an  English  Univer- 
sity to  a  Scotch  one,  and  surely  we  never 
witnessed  at  the  latter  such  long,  hard, 
deep-drinking,  as  we  did  at  the  former.  Our 
old  bed-maker  used  to  tell  us  (and  we  saw 
enough  to  know  that  she  was  not  romancing) 
that  she  always  came  about  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning  to  see  in  what  condition  her 
masters  came  home ;  they  were  generally 
brought — but  we  will  not  repeat  the  scenes 
which  she  described." 

We  will  not  bear  so  hardly  upon  Rode- 
rick, as  to  call  upon  him  to  name  the  English 
College,  which  was  the  scene  of  his  youth- 
ful excesses,  before  he  went  to  get  dubbed 
at  a  Scotch  University.  He  saw  enough,  to 
know  that  the  was  not  romancing  !  We  take  it 
for  granted,  he  wishes  to  have  it  believed 
that  he  tossed  off  his  bottle  with  the  best 
of  them ;  although,  undoubtedly,  the  pas- 
sage does  admit  of  another  construction, 
and,  if  we  were  inclined  to  be  malicious,  we 
might  infer  that,  when  Roderick  assisted  at 
these  scenes  of  riot  at  an  English  Univer- 
sity, he  was  not  one  of  the  company.  But  he 
will  not  repeat  the  scenes  hit  bed-maker  described 
to  him  !  Admirable  discretion  !  Exquisite 
application  of  the  figure  aposiophesis !  The 
quos  ergo  in  Virgil  is  tame  to  it.  It  is  plain 
that  the  Scotch  Dub  has  not  been  at  an 
English  University,  in  whatever  capacity 
he  might  have  figured  there,  for  nothing. 
That  his  forbearance  on  this  occasion,  how- 
ever, does  not  arise  from  excess  of  delicacy, 
may  be  inferred  from  the  following  well- 


the  establishment  in  Gower  Street  to  be 

called  by  a  designation  at  once  so  recondite 

and  absurd  as  an  "  University." 

"  A  sailor  out  of  Lord  Nelson's  fleet,  who 
was  one  morning  parading  a  sea-port  town 
with  his  girl,  called  at  a  druggist's  shop  for 
some  blue  unction  and  red  precipitate.  As 
they  were  going  out,  the  girl  said  to  him, 
*  Is  this  a  druggist's  shop?'  On  which 
Jack,  pulling  up  his  trowsers,  and  looking 
mightily  wise,  answered — *  Yes,  that's  the 
common  name ;  but  the  proper  name  is  a 
lapidary  ! '  meaning  a  laboratory." 

"  Blue  unction  and  red  precipitate/"  "A 
lapidary!  meaning  a  laboratory!"  And  this 
is  the  material  which,  to  say  nothing  of  its 
decency,  Mr.  Brodib  takes  for  wit;  the 
material  put  forth— proh  pudor! — by  the 
publishers  of  the  Edinburgh  Review,  to 
expose,  by  the  force  of  its  sarcasms,  and  the 
playful  felicity  of  its  illustrations,  the  ig- 
norance and  bad  taste  of  Lord  Dudley,  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  and  Mr.  Brougham! 


A  Manual  of  the  Anatomy,  Physbbgy,  and 
Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  its  Appendages.  By 
S.  J.  Stratford,  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  Surgeon 
to  the  Dispensary  for  Diseases  of  the  Eye, 
and  late  Senior  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the 
7sJd,  or  Duke  of  Albany's  own  High- 
landers. London,  Longman  and  Co.; 
J.  M.  Leckie,  Dublin;  G.  A.Williams, 
Cheltenham ;  T.  Stratford,  T.  II.  Wheeler, 
and  H.  Deighton,  Worcester.  8vo.  1828. 
pp.  199. 

This  is  the  second  work  on  diseases  of  the 
eye,  that  has  fallen  under  our  notice 
within  the  last  six  months  ;  a  circumstance 
which  gives  us  much  satisfaction,  because 
it  is  indicative  of  an  increased,  and  we 
trust  increasing,  attention  to  a  department 
of  surgery,  which,  until  within  the  last 
few  years,  has  been  utterly  neglected.  It 
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is  true,  that  we  bare  many  valuable  de- 
tached treatises ;  but,  —  and  we  record  it 
with  something  like  a  feeling  of  humiliation, 
—no  British  author  has  yet  produced  a  sys- 
tematic and  comprehensive  work  on  diseases 
of  the  eye.  Ophthalmic  affections  seem,  in- 
deed, almost  from  time  immemorial,  at  least 
in  this  country,  to  have  been  regarded  as 
something  extraneous,  or  not  appertaining 
to  surgery ;  and  hence  the  treatment  of  dis- 
eases of  the  eye  has  been  abandoned  to 
quacks— would  that  we  could  say  it  were 
entirely  rescued  from  their  hands  now !  We 
should  but  insult  the  understanding  of  our 
readers,  by  attempting  to  demonstrate  that 
ophthalmic  diseases  are  not  without  the 
legitimate  pale  of  surgery— that  the  princi- 
ples derived  from  a  knowledge  of  anatomy, 
physiology,  and  pathology,  are  as  applica- 
ble to  the  organ  of  vision  as  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease  in  any  other  part  of  the 
frame.  There  is  a  trite  remark,  which  we 
have  somewhere  met  with,— .that  the  patho- 
logy of  the  eye  is  an  epitome  of  all  the  dis- 
eases of  the  body.  In  truth,  so  varied  are 
the  structures  of  the  eye,  that  the  observa- 
tion certainly  does  hold  good  to  a  great 
extent :  as  the  component  parts  of  the  eye 
are  analogous  to  those  of  the  body  generally, 
so  are  the  diseases  essentially  similar — 
swayed  by  the  same  laws— their  treatment 
regulated  by  the  same  principles.  Strange 
enough,  then,  that  the  diseases  of  this 
organ  should  be  detached  from  the  study  of 
surgery  generally.  Mais  quels  fruits  pour- 
roit  porter  cette  branche,  etant  separee  du 
tronc?  shrewdly  inquires  the  celebrated 
Louis.  It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  ob- 
serve, that  a  knowledge  of  diseases  of  the 
eye  is  now  regarded  as  an  essential  part  of 
a  medical  student's  education.  If  he  require 
any  assurance  that  such  knowledge  is  not 
incompatible  with  the  highest  attainments 
in  every  other  branch  of  surgery,  we  need 
but  refer  to  the  lectures  of  Mr.  Lawrence. 

We  have  run  on  so  far,  that  we  fear  it 
will  be  suspected  we  have  taken  the  title  of 


TORD  ON 

Mr.  Stratford's  book  merely  as  a  peg  on 
which  to  hang  a  dissertation.  To  proceed, 
however,  with  our  analysis.— The  work  con- 
sists of  about  two  hundred  pages ;  of  these, 
one  fourth  is  devoted  to  the  anatomy  and 
physiology  of  the  eye,  and  the  remainder  to 
a  consideration  of  the  diseases  and  treat- 
ment. Of  the  former  part,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  remark,  that  it  is  concise,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  perspicuous  and  accurate : 
the  description  of  the  nerves  supplying  the 
eye  and  its  appendages,  is  excellent. 

After  some  general  remarks  on  inflamma- 
tion, the  author  proceeds  to  treat  of  the 
diseases  of  individual  parts— and  first  of  the 
tunica  conjunctiva.  He  objects  to  the  term 
"  strumous  ophthalmia/'  preferring  to  de- 
signate the  disease  known  under  that  term, 
by  the  name  of  irritable  inflammation,  and  for 
the  following  reason  : — 

"  Scrofula  is  so  vague  a  denomination, 
and  is  so  difficultly  defined,  that  I  think  it 
would  be  preferable  to  have  a  more  precise 
and  definite  term  for  this  affection,  than  to 
confound  it  with  all  the  various  symptoms 
of  the  above-mentioned  disease." 

Diseases  of  the  lachrymal  gland  form  the 
next  subject  of  consideration,  and  then 
affections  of  the  excretory  parts  of  the 
lachrymal  apparatus  are  brought  under 
view.  The  misapprehension  and  want  of 
information  on  these  subjects,  which  pre- 
vail generally,  are  truly  lamentable  ;  under 
the  term  Jittula  lachrymatia  has  been  included 
a  variety  of  affections  totally  different  from 
each  other.  We  scarcely  need  observe  that 
if  we  are  to  attach  any  precise  meaning  to 
words,  the  term  fistula  is  only  applicable  to 
certain  cases,  those  in  which  there  is  an 
ulcerated  opening  (difficult  to  heal)  in  the 
lachrymal  sac.  The  various  diseases  de- 
scribed by  our  author  are  as  follow  : — 

Contraction  of  the  Puncta.— This,  in  gene- 
ral, is  the  result  of  chronic  inflammation 
producing  a  swelling  and  thickening  of  the 
cellular  substance  around  the  punctum,  or 
of  the  lining  membrane  itself. 

"  If  the  defect  is  recent,  we  should  attend 
to  its  exciting  cause,  which  is  generally  at- 
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tended  and.  kept  up  by  an  affection  of  the 
palpebral  margin  ;  if  this  be  removed,  the 
complaint  generally  subsides:  but  sbould 
tbese  means  fail,  and  the  disease  have  lasted 
a  considerable  time,  we  should  open  the 
punctum  with  a  fine  point,  and  then  intro- 
duce a  fine  probe,  which  should  be  allowed 
to  remain  for  a  short  time.  This  operation 
should  be  repeated  daily,  the  size  of  the 
probe  being  gradually  increased  until  the 
obstruction  is  removed,  and  the  punctum 
resumes  its  natural  size  and  office." 


of  the  Puncta, — This  form  of 
commonly  occurs  in  old  people,  with 
more  or  less  relaxation  of  the  lower  lid,  and 
not  unfrequently  accompanied  by  some 
eversion.  It  may  be  partially  relieved  by 
attention  to  the  general  health,  and  the  use 
of  mild  astringent  applications. 


sume  their  natural  office,  while  the  wound 
also  soon  heals,  and  generally  without  leav- 
ing any  organic  change,  or  permanent  im- 
pediment, which  may  prevent  the  due  pas- 
sage of  the  tears  into  the  nose." 

Mr.  Stratford  expresses  his  opinion  that 
the  inflammation  commences  in  the  "  liga- 
mentous texture,"  but  that  it  soon  impli- 
cates the  surrounding  tissues.  It  is  sel- 
dom, he  says,  that  the  ulcerative  stage  pro- 
duces a  direct  opening  in  the  sac,  hence  the 
quick  subsidence  of  the  disease,  and  rapid 
closure  of  the  wound.  The  treatment  to  be 
adopted,  is  the  application  of  leeches,  the 
employment  of  cold,  and  the  exhibition  of 
purgatives.  If  the  disease  proceed  to  sup- 
puration, its  speedy  termination  must  be 


Inflammation  of  the  Sac.-— The  progress  of  encouraged  by  warmth,  and  an  early  and 

free  exit  given  to  the  matter,  to  prevent  its 
burrowing  under  the  skin. 

Acute  Inflammation  of  the  Mucous  Mem 
brane. — The  symptoms,  says  the  author,  are 
precisely  similar  to  those  evinced  by  in- 
flammation of  the  ligamentous  texture  of 
the  sac,  and  is  only  to  be  distinguished  by 
the  attendant  conjunctival  inflammation. 

Chronic  Inflammation  of  the  Mucous  Mem- 
brane.—-It  is  this  form  of  disease  which 
gives  rise  to  so  many  unpleasant  results. 
Its  progress  is  slow,  often  increasing  imper- 
ceptibly, without  causing  much  pain  or  in- 
convenience. One  of  the  first  symptoms  is 
an  increased  secretion  of  mucus  lodging  in 
the  sac,  and  forming  a  small  tumour.  As 
the  result  of  continued  inflammation,  a 
thickening  of  the  membrane  takes  place,  and 
gives  riso  to  stricture  of  some  of  the 
passages. 


this  disease  is  thus  described  : — 

"It  generally  commences  as  a  small, 
hard,  and  very  painful  tumour,  situated  at 
the  inner  angle  of  the  eye,  about  the  hollow 
of  the  lachrymal  bone  ;  it  is  of  a  red  colour, 
nearly  the  size  and  shape  of  a  small  bean, 
and  generally  attended  with  acute  pain, 
especially  when  pressed.  The  inflamma- 
tory action  may  soon  spread  to  the  neigh- 
bouring parts :  now  the  papilla;  appear 
shrunk,  and  the  puncta  are  obscured  ;  while 
the  nostrils  feci  dry,  and  the  tears  fall 
over  the  cheek,  in  consequence  of  the  com- 
pression of  the  lachrymal  passages.  As  the 
disease  proceeds,  a  serous  effusion  is  poured 
out  in  the  cellular  texture  around  the  sac, 
sometimes  even  spreading  to  the  eyelid  ; 
now  a  severe  throbbing  pain  not  unfro- 
zen tly  takes  place,  and  this  is  soon  accom- 
panied by  the  formation  of  matter  which 
occurs  in  the  cellular  tissue  surrounding  the 
sac :  at  this  stage  the  sac  is  always  filled 
with  a  puriform  mucus,  secreted  from  the 


lining  membrane,  which  must  always  par- 
ticipate in  the  same  inflammatory  action. 
The  swelling  now  quickly  increasing,  the 
skin  assumes  a  shining  and  polished  appear, 
ance,  gradually  becoming  of  a  darker  colour, 
while  piesently  we  may  perceive  in  its  cen- 
tre a  yellowish,  pale,  softish  spot,  marking 
the  existence  of  matter ;  this,  if  allowed  to 
burst,  soon  becomes  thinner,  until  it  spon- 
taneously opens,  and  permits  the  fluid  parts 
to  escape,  and  the  tumour  partially  to 
collapse.  The  discharge  from  this  opening 
continues  a  longer  or  shorter  period  ;  ut 
first  it  is  thick  and  whitish,  and  should  the 
patient  be  of  on  unhealthy  habit,  it  may  be- 
come more  transparent  and  limpid.  The 
effusion  is  now  suon  absorbed,  the  swelling 
begins  to  diminish,  and  the  puncta  may  re- 


"  This  may  happen  at  any  part,  but  the 
most  frequent  spot  where  it  occurs  is  at  the 
termination  of  the  sac  in  the  ductus  nasalis, 
or  about  midway  down  the  duct  itself. 
These  passages  having  continued  more  or 
less  pervious  for  a  considerable  time,  gra- 
dually become  narrower,  and  the  stricture 
more  confirmed.  Now  the  sac  is  greatly 
distended,  so  that  upon  the  application  of 
the  least  irritation,  an  accession  of  inflam- 
mation is  produced,  which,  implicating  the 
ligamentous  structure  and  neighbouring 
parts,  is  attended  with  considerable  pain, 
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the  effusion  of  serum  takes  place,  the  skin 
covering  the  tumour  assume*  a  dark  red 
colour,  and  very  soon  the  formation  of  mat- 
ter occurs  immediately  under  the  integu- 
ments. The  sac  now,  as  a  consequence  of 
its  distention,  quickly  proceeds  to  ulcera- 
tion, permitting  the  escape  of  its  contents, 
so  that  now  we  have  the  only  stage  of  these 
complaints,  to  which  the  term  of  fistula  la* 
chryroalis  is  applicable  :  its  adoption  in 
every  variety  of  these  diseases  creates  great 
confusion,  and  is  apt  to  lead  to  wrong  ideas 
the  subject." 


The  treatment  in  the  first  stages  of  this 
complaint  must  be  pursued  in  reference  to 
the  chronic  affection  of  the  membrane. 
Strict  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  gene- 
ral health,  with  the  cautious  use  of  stimu- 
lants, as  ung.  hyd.  nit.,  vinum  opii,  &c.  A 
great  source  of  mischief,  and  one  general 
error  in  practice,  which  we  have  had  abun- 
dant opportunities  of  witnessing,  is  the  use 
of  instruments  under  these  circumstances. 
Permanent  closure  of  the  canal  is  not  so 
frequent  an  occurrence  as  is  generally  ima- 
gined ;  if  attention  be  paid  to  the  means 
calculated  to  relieve  the  chronic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  to  change 
the  vitiated  secretion  of  the  meibomian 
glands,  we  shall,  for  the  most  part,  find  that 
the  disease  may  be  cured  without  the  use  of 
instruments.  But  if  this  treatment  is  found 
to  be  ineffectual,  we  may  suspect  that  a 
stricture  exists,  and  for  the  treatment  of 
this,  Mr.  Stratford  recommends  the  intro- 
duction of  a  probe  at  the  pnnctum.  He  gives 
the  following  directions  for  its  use  :— 

"  In  passing  the  lachrymal  probe,  which 
is  a  silver  wire  slightly  bulbed  at  the  point, 
and  flattened  at  the  further  extremity,  often 
having  a  turn  to  accommodate  it  to  the  form 
of  the  brow,  we  should  hold  it  tightly  be- 
tween the  two  fore  fingers  and  the  thumb, 
then  selecting  the  inferior  punctum ;  should 
this  be  closed,  we  may,  by  insinuating  the 
point  of  a  pin,  readily  dilate  the  orifice,  so 
as  to  admit  the  probe.  Now  placing  the 
finger  upon  the  temporal  surface  of  the  or- 
bicularis muscle,  so  as  to  make  the  ciliary 
margin  tense,  and  slightly  evert  the  lid, 
then  holding  the  probe  in  a  perpendicular 
direction,  we  shall  generally  be  able  to  enter 
the  punctum.  Sometimes,  however,  we  may 
see  it  spasmodically  retracted,  so  as  to  cre- 
ate an  obstacle  to  the  attempt:  having  en- 


tered the  punctum  and  perpendicular  canal, 
we  should  turn  the  probe  at  right  angles, 
that  is,  in  an  horizontal  direction,  and  pass 
it  along  the  lateral  canal,  until  we  find  it 
strike  against  the  bone,  which  is  easily 
distinguished  by  the  resistance  it  occasions. 
Now,  when  the  point  is  fairly  within  the 
sac,  by  a  greater  turn  of  the  instrument, 
we  again  elevate  it,  and  carry  it  gently  out- 
wards and  downwards  in  the  course  of  the 
nasal  duct,  until  it  touches  the  floor  of  the 
nostril,  or  superior  spongy  bone.  When 
about  to  enter  the  sac,  if  we  do  not  carry  ft 
home  before  we  attempt  to  rise  it,  or  if  we 
suffer  the  point  to  recede  in  that  move- 
ment, we  generally  find  that  the  point  will 
catch  in  aome  membranous  fold,  and  we  ahull 
certainly  be  foiled  in  our  attempt  to  enter 
the  sac:  having  overcome  this  difficulty, 
we  shall  then  be  generally  able  to  accom- 
plish the  passage.  Should  we,  however, 
meet  with  any  other  difficulty,  we  shall  ge- 
nerally be  able  to  pass  the  instrument  (un- 
less it  be  a  confirmed  stricture,)  by  rolling 
the  probe  between  the  finger  and  thumb." 


If  the  foregoing  means  are  found  to  be 
insufficient,  and  the  disease  is  likely  to  run 
on  to  suppuration,  the  sac  is  to  be  laid 
open,  and,  after  promoting  the  suppurative 
action  for  a  day  or  two,  we  are  to  proceed 
in  forcing  thu  passage  to  the  nose ;  by 
means  of  a  strong  silver  probe  introduced 
through  the  wound  of  the  sac,  and  carried 
steadily  downwards,  almost  in  a  perpendi- 
cular direction,  inclining  a  little  outwards* 
The  author  expresses  himself  strongly  in 
favour  of  the  use  of  a  tube,  as  practised  by 
Dupuytren,  but  he  thinks  it  preferable, 
after  forcing  the  passage  with  the  probe, 
first  to  introduce  a  style,  or  bougie,  so  as  to 
accustom  the  part  to  the  presence  of  a  fo- 
reign body,  rather  than  at  once  to  pass  the 
tube.  A  silver  tube,  he  says,  will  equally 
suffice  with  one  made  of  gold.  We  can 
ourselves  speak  with  much  confidence  of  the 
successful  results  of  this  mode  of  practice. 

Having  dwelt  so  long  upon  the  diseases 
of  the  lachrymal  organs,  we  must  be  brief 
with  the  remainder  of  the  volume.  Treat- 
ing of  inflammation  of  the  sclerotic  tunic, 
the  author  observes  :— 

"  The  causes  of  sclerotic  inflammation 
are  those  which  can  excite  a  similar  disease 
in  other  parta  of  the  body,  such  as  the  ami- 


Digitized  by  Google 


DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 


den  application  of  coM,  wheat  the  system  is 
pre  ter  naturally  heated.  This  disease  fre- 
quently accompanies,  or  even  alternates, 
with  a  rheumatic  affection  of  the  joints, 
which  leads  us  to  conclude,  that  the  inflam- 
matory action  is  connected  with  this  disease, 
a  position  which  the  similarity  of  the  tex- 
ture affected  greatly  tend  to  confirm." 

It  is,  we  believe,  now  generally  admitted, 
that  the  sclerotic  cost  is  liable  to  be  affect- 
ed with  rheumatic  or  arthritic  disease.— 
Colchicum,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  qui- 
nine, are  the  best  remedies. 

The  author,  in  treating  of  cataract,  takes 
occasion  to  reprobate  the  pursuance  of  one 
kind  of  operation  in  every  instance.  In  the 
following  sentiment  we  fully  accord  with 
him  :— "  The  operation  must  be  adopted  to 
the  kind  and  variety  of  cataract,  rather  than 
the  eye  to  the  operation." 

Mr.  Stratford,  we  perceive,  has  dedicated 
bis  work  to  Mr.  Guthrie,  conjointly  with 
Mr.  Heed,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Westmin- 
ster Eye  Infirmary,  and  Sir  J.Macgregor. 
From  this  circumstance,  and  from  the  fre- 
quent allusion  to  Mr.  Guthrie,  we  expected 
to  find  some  observations  upon  "  certain 
methods  of  treating  acute  and  chronic  in- 
flammations of  the  eye,  lately  adopted  at 
the  Royal  Westminster  Ophthalmic  Hos- 
pital." However,  we  do  not  find  that  our 
author  sanctions  the  "  certain  methods," 
on  the  contrary,  alluding  to  the  use  of  a 
strong  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  in  the 
commencement  of  acute  purulent  inflamma- 
tion, he  tells  us,  that  he  should  hesitate  to 
employ  it.   So  would  any  rational  practi- 


To  conclude.— Mr.  Stratford's  book  is  evi- 
dently the  production  of  a  practical  man, 
who  writes  from  what  he  has  seen  ;  hence 
the  descriptions  of  the  various  diseases  are 
accurate,  and  the  plans  of  treatment  re- 
commended highly  appropriate.  The  stu- 
dent will  find  it  highly  useful.  We  are 
sorry  that  we  cannot  extend  our  praise  to 
the  plates ;  without  the  text,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  say  what  they  were  intended  to 


represent.  The  author  will  do  well  also, 
in  the  next  edition,  (whioh  we  believe  will 
soon  be  called  for)  to  correct  the  numerous 
typographical  errors  which  exist.  In  look- 
ing through  the  volume,  we  almost  con- 
stantly find  mucus,  written  for  mucous,  ery- 
sipelatus  for  erysipelatous,  vitrious  for  vi- 
treous, tenea  for  tinea,  and  so  ou. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
October  13,  1S28. 

Dr.  Haslam,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

PERICARDITIS  IN  A  BULLOCK. — THE  DOUBLE 
UTERI'S. — TREATMENT  OK  PUEKPERAL 
MANIA  AND  DELIRIUM  TREMENS. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
rend. 

Mr.  Lloyd  produced  the  heart  of  a 
bullock,  which  showed,  in  a  very  marked 
manner,  the  effects  of  pericarditis.  A  largo 
quantity  of  lymph  had  been  deposited  on 
the  surface  of  the  organ,  which  had  after- 
wards become  organised.  The  organisation 
was  put  beyond  all  doubt  by  an  injection 
thrown  into  the  arteries.  Vessels,  the 
length  of  an  inch,  were  traceable  in  the 
newly-formed  substance.  The  specimen 
furnished  evidence  also  of  inflammation 
having  existed  in  the  internal  lining  of  the 
heart.  Circumstances  had  prevented  him 
from  getting  so  accurate  a  history  of  the 
case  as  he  should  have  wished,  but  he  pro- 
mised to  ascertain,  if  possible,  whether,  at 
the  time  the  animal  was  slaughtered,  it  ap- 
peared in  good  health,  and  whether  the 
loose  pericardium  exhibited  the  same  ap- 
pearance when  first  seen,  that  it  did  when 
shown  to  the  Society. 

Dr.  Stewart  read  a  paper  from  a  visitor 
at  the  former  meeting,  containing  observa- 
tions on  the  history  of  the  double  uterus 
case  detailed  by  Mr.  Waller  *  The  wri- 
ter of  the  paper  considered  that  bleed- 
ing, in  the  treatment,  would  have  been  pre- 
ferable to  the  large  doses  of  opium  which 
were  exhibited  ;  the  opium,  he  thought, 
aggravated  the  circumstances.  The  great 
distension  of  the  uterus  prevented  its  con- 
traction. It  frequently  happened  that 
a  person  could  not  empty  bis  bladder, 
though  it  was  highly  charged  ;  this  arose 
from  the  over-distension  of  its  parietes,  and 


*  Vide  our  last  Number,  p.  55. 
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was  usually  at  once  relieved  by  tbe  appli- 
cation of  leeches,  or  general  bleeding,  and 
the  use  of  the  warm  bath.  The  ossihe 
patches  appeared  to  have  been  of  a  chronic 
nature,  and  could  not  have  been  the  cause 
of  death. 

Mr.  Walter  neVer  alleged  that  they 
were.  The  large  doses  of  opium  were  not 
given  till  three  days  after  the  administra- 
tion of  the  aecale  corn u turn,  so  that  the  effects 
of  the  former  could  not  have  counteracted 
the  efficacy  of  the  secale.  He  was  not  called 
to  tbe  patient  till  after  she  had  laboured 
under  the  attack  for  twenty-four  hours 
The  case  was  not  a  decidedly  opium  one  ; 
the  countenance  was  flushed  and  excited, 
but  the  pulse  was  thin  and  compressible. 
Prom  what  be  bad  asceitained  subsequently, 
he  believed  he  should  have  applied  leeches, 

Earticularly  if  he  had  seen  the  case  earlier  ; 
ut,  under  the  circumstances,  the  attendants 
were  afraid  of  venturing  on  the  antiphlo- 
gistic plan. 

A  Member  knew  a  case  very  similar  to 
tbe  one  under  discussion,  in  which  bleed- 
ing was  resorted  to,  with  complete  success, 
after  tbe  exhibition  of  a  second  dose  of 
opium.  Dr.  Blundell  had  seen  this  case, 
and  agreed  with  the  practitioner,  in  attri- 
buting the  beneficial  result  to  the  effect  of 
the  bleeding. 

Mr.  Lloyd  wibhed  to  know,  whether  the 
antiphlogistic  plan  was  the  best  to  be  re- 
sorted to  in  puerperal  mania. 

Mr.  Waller  considered,  that  this  ques- 
tion could  only  be  answered  affirmatively  or 
negatively  upon  a  review  of  the  patient's 
condition  in  every  particular  case.  Should 
there  exist  much  vascular  power  and  action, 
the  treatment  would  have  to  be  of  one  cha- 
racter,—should  there  be  much  weakness 
and  irritability,  of  the  opposite. 

Dr.  Shearman*  had  often  heard  blood- 
letting denounced  in  delirium  tremens,  and 
he  thought  too  strong  an  inclination  ob- 
tained in  the  profession,  rigidly  to  adhere 
either  to  tbe  use  of  opium,  or  bloodletting. 
•  He  had  certainly  often  seen  bloodletting  im- 
properly used  in  delirium  tremens ;  but  had 
he  a  case  under  his  care  at  thai  moment, 
marked  by  the  ordinary  symptoms,  he  should 
resort  to  it.  Bloodletting  and  opium,  com- 
bined, had  been  had  recourse  to  beneficially. 

The  President,  though  he  believed  it  to 
be  irregular  for  him  to  take  any  part  in  the 
debate,  yet  having  been  politely  requested 
to  express  his  opinion  upon  puerperal  ma- 
nia, complied.  He  had  certainly  had  very 
.  considerable  experience  in  the  treatment  of 
it,  and  he  had  universally  found,  that  when 
he  had  given  opium,  it  produced  ill  effects, 
and  materially  retarded  recovery.  Much 
service  might  be  done  by  the  application  of 
leeches,  cold  to  the  head,  and  blisters  to  the 


calves  of  the  legs,  or  sinapisms  to  the  feet. 
Under  this  plan  of  treatment,  patients  ge- 
nerally recovered.  Every  insane  attack  had 
a  certain  duration  to  continue ;  a  fever 
could  not  be  cut  short;  and  from  the  water 
found,  either  in  the  cavities  of  the  brain  or 
between  the  membranes  covering  it,  in  those 
who  died  of  this  malady,  it  was  fair  and  ra- 
tional to  infer,  that  considerable  inflamma- 
tion had  existed  in  those  parts.  Opium 
was  given  with  a  view  to  procure  sleep, 
but  sleep  was  not  required  ;  if  it  were  pro- 
cured, the  patient  afterwards  awoke  in  a 
two-fold  state  of  excitement.  Many  years 
ago  he  had  made  a  calculation,  by  which  he 
found  there  was  no  form  of  mania  from 
which  so  many  recovered,  as  that  of  puer- 
peral. 

Dr.  Ryan  did  not  look  upon  delirium 
tremens  as  depending  upon  vascular  con- 
gestion,  but  as  the  effect  of  nervous  excite- 
ment; and  felt  firmly  persuaded,  that  the 
best  remedy  was  the  administration  of  sti- 
muli ;  also,  that  the  best  description  of 
these  was,  the  ardent  spirit  the  patieut  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  drinking.  This  ought 
to  be  given  in  small  quantities,  the  quanti- 
ties, however,  to  depend  upon  the  effects  ; 
the  effects  being  to  be  carefully  watched. 

Mr.  Callaway  had  used  stimuli  and 
bleeding  simultaneously,  with  success. 

Mr.  Tyrrell,  in  the  course  of  his  hospi- 
tal practice,  had,  on  various  occasions,  ad- 
ministered to  patients  their  habitual  stimuli 
to  the  extent  of  a  quart  of  porter  and  two 
glasses  of  gin,  nearly  the  whole  of  it  swal- 


lowed at  one  draught,  with  the  best  po 


ih!u 


effect,  and  in  those  cases  too,  where,  from 
the  most  rational  prognosis,  the  patients 
were  sinking,  and  must  havo  sunk  under 
any  other  treatment. 


MEDICO-CIIIRURGICAL  SOCIETY. 

On  Tuesday  last,  October  14,  the  meet-* 
ings  of  this  society  were  resumed,  Mr.Tn*- 
vkrs,  President,  in  the  chair.  The  meeting 
was  well  attended. 

An  interesting  paper,  by  Mr.  Arnott,  on 
the  secondary  effects  of  veins,  was  in  part 
read  ;  in  which  the  author,  after  enumerat- 
ing the  different  well-authenticated  cases  on 
record,  of  inflammation  of  the  veins,  and 
others  which  had  come  uuder  his  own  obser- 
vation, produced  by  wounds,  and  terminat- 
ing fatally,  proceeded  to  show  that  death 
does  not  take  place,  as  6ome  have  asserted, 
by  extension  of  the  inflammation  to  the  heart. 
A  conversation,  however,  eusued,  from 
which  we  infer  that  it  was  the  author's  ob- 
ject to  show,  that  the  secondary  effects  of 
phlebitis  arise  from  the  introduction  of  pus, 
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or  inflammatory  secretions  generally,  from 
the  surface  of  the  veins  into  the  circulation. 

Mr.  Travers  observed,  that,  as  in  seve- 
ral cases  which  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining,  the  affected  veins  were  tilled 
with  lymph  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  and 
consequently,  as  pus  could  not  get  into  the 
system,  it  might,  he  thought,  at  least,  be 
considered  as  negative  evidence,  that  the  in- 
troduction of  pus  into  the  system  could  not 
be  considered  as  the  cause  of  death.  But 
as  it  appears  that  this,  among  other  points, 
will  come  under  the  consideration  of  the 
society  at  their  next  meeting,  we  purposely 
defer  giving  an  account  of  the  proceedings, 
until  we  have  heard  the  whole  of  the  au- 
thor's communication. 

The  paper  excited  considerable  interest. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 

Liit  of  Patients  admitted  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Lawrence^  Oct.  9. 

Henry  the  Eighth's  Ward,  No.  1.— Richard 
Russel,  aetat.  67,  ascites. 

No.  2.— John  Colterell,  jet.  Tl,  swelling 
of  the  cervical  glands,  with  ulceration. 

No.  6  John  Jackson,  fet.  24,  chancre, 

enlargement  of  the  glans,  and  superficial 
ulceration  between  the  toes  of  both  feet. 
Syphilitic? 

No.  10.— John  Dulforce,  act.  56,  inflam- 
mation of  the  wrist. 

No.  11^— Henry  Batter,  a-t.  9,  group  of 
furunculi  on  the  back. 

(The  back  Ward.)—Xo.  4.— Edward  Ran- 
ger,  act.  48,  bad  leg. 

No.  7.— Henry  Jones,  ait.  30,  varicose  tu- 
mour in  the  left  axilla. 

No.  8  —Joseph  Birch,  set.  47,  ulceration, 
with  much  inflammation  of  both  legs. 

No.  9.— George  Holmes,  art.  30,  bad  eye 
and  throat. 

No.  11. — Henry  Thomas,  ait.  11,  scrofu- 
lous enlargement  of  the  right  knee-joint. 

JJaldwyn's  Ward,  No.  5.— John  Magillan, 
at.  60,  fever,  and  bad  leg 

Darker' $  Ward,  No.  7.— Lee,  at.  28,  bad 

Ponel's  Ward,  No.  2.— John  Saunders, 
ffit.  58,  ulceration  of  both  legs. 

Luke's  Ward,  No.  19.— John  Doyle,  »t.9, 
diseased  spine. 

Lazarus  s  Ward,  No.  2.  —  J.  D.,  art.  20, 
gooorrhaal  discharge,  with  inflammation  of 
the  lining  of  the  prepuce. 

No.  8.— J.  S.,  inflammation  of  tho  pre- 
puce, with  purulent  discharge,  and  warts. 
Swelling  of  the  wrist  and  hand,  with  pains 
in  the  limbs. 


No.  10.— J.  T.,art.  24,  ulcerated  glans. 

No.  6.— Henry  Bainbridge,  set.  49,  ulce* 
ration  of  the  glans. 

No.  9. — J.  H.,  set. 33,  gonorrhoea,  chancre 
on  the  frrenum  of  the  glans  penis,  and 
swelling  of  the  right  inguinal  glands. 

Faith's  Ward,  No.  8.— A.  K.,  art.  19,  ul- 
ceration of  the  right  tonsil,  and  superficial 
ulceration  of  the  right  eye. 

No.  25. — Hannah  Duper,  tet.  26,  inflam- 
mation of  the  knee. 

Patiences  Ward,  No.  2.— H.M.,  tet.  16, 
chancre,  buboes,  and  papular  eruption  over 
the  whole  body. 

No.  7. — S.  P.,  gonorrhoea,  with  excoria- 
tion and  ulceratiou  of  the  labia,  and  inside 
of  the  thighs. 

Magdalen's  Wardt  No.  1.— M.  I.,  art.  21, 
gonorrhea,  with  large  bubo  in  the  left 
groin,  and  ulceration  in  the  vagina. 

No.  2. — M.  W.,  act.  18,  gonorrhocal  dis- 
charge, ulceration  and  excoriation  within 
the  labia,  on  the  perineum,  aud  inside  of  tho 
thighs. 

No.  11.— S.  C,  ret.  28,  large  phagedenic 
ulceration  of  the  upper  lip  and  left  cheek, 
chronic  conjunctival  inflammation  of  the  left 
eye,  and  the  left  upper  eyelid  destroyed  by 
phagedenic  ulceration. 

No.  12. — A.  H.,  ret.  21,  gonorrhoea!  dis- 
charge, large  ulcers  at  the  entrance  of  tho 
vagina,  and  a  small  indurated  sore  on  tho 
right  nymphte. 


case  or  rnAcrunEn  skill,  with  extra- 
vasation, TUEI'IIINING,  AND  DEATH. 

William  Brown,  rctat.  30,  strong  and  mus- 
cular, an  ostler,  was  admitted  into  Colston's 
Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Vincent,  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  October  5,  at  half  past 
two  o'clock,  with  extensive  laceration  of 
the  scalp  over  the  right  parietal  and  tempo- 
ral bones,  the  right  parietal  bone  being  de- 
nuded of  its  periosteum,  to  the  extent  of 
two  inches  in  length  from  behind,  forward, 
and  one  inch  in  breadth,  with  slight  appa- 
rent fracture ;  also  with  fracture  of  the 
superior  maxillary  bone  ;  considerable  epis- 
taxis.  He  was  perfectly  sensible  when 
brought  in,  and  was  soon  afterwards  able 
to  state,  that,  having  seen  a  boy,  in  the  act 
of  exercisin g  a  horse  in  G  oswell  Street  R  oad , 
thrown  off,  the  animal  having  taken  fright, 
he  endeavoured  to  stop  the  hqrse,  and  caught 
hold  of  the  bridle;  but,  not  succeeding  in 
his  object,  he  was  thrown  down ,  aud  thought 
he  must  have  been  trodden  on  by  another 
horse  that  had  als;>  run  away,  but  could  re- 
collect nothing  more  of  the  accident  with 
distinctness.  It  appeared,  however,  that, 
having  maintained  firmly  his  hold  of  the 
bridle,  he  was  dragged  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, and  in  all  probability  kicked  by  the 
same  horse.   The  edges  of  the  divided  scalp 
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■were  drawn  together  by  adhesive  strap*, 

and  cold  cloths  applied  to  the  head.  The 
haemorrhage,  from  the  note  and  mouth,  con- 
tinued for  four  or  five  hours,  and  was  at 
length,  with  difficulty,  restrained.  The  bow- 
els acted  soon  after  admission. 

6.  The  face  enormously  swelled;  both 
eyes  are  completely  closed  *,  complains  of 
pain  in  the  head  and  back  of  the  neck  ; 
perfectly  sensible;  experiences  great  diffi- 
culty in  swallowing  or  speaking.  Mr. 
Vincent  thinks  it  probable,  from  the  symp- 
toms, that  the  fracture  of  the  skull  extends 
to  the  base.  Cal.  gr.  iv.,  jalap  gr.  xv.  sta- 
tim,  an  enema  of  house  medicine,  and  poul- 
tices to  the  head.    Pulse  rather  feeble,  96. 

7.  He  passed  a  much  worse  night  than 
the  previous  one  ;  skin  hot ;  pulse  full,  and 
about  the  same  number.  The  bowels  have 
been  freely  moved.  Complains  much  more 
of  pain  in  the  head.  In  the  course  of  the 
afternoon  became  delirious,  and  extremely 
outrageous,  so  as  to  require  the  strait- 
waistcoat. 

8.  Ten  o'clock,  a.m.  In  the  course  of 
the  night,  insensibility  gradually  came  on  : 
his  breathing  is  Btertorous ;  pupils  diluted, 
and  uninfluenced  by  light ;  pulse  84,  and 
not  so  full  as  yesterday  ;  feces  passing  in- 
voluntarily, and  the  wound  of  the  scalp 
presenting  a  green,  shining,  and  unhealthy 
appearance. 

Half  past  one,  p.m.,  Mr.  Stanley,  offici- 
ating for  Mr.  Vincent,  ordered  as  much 
blood  to  be  taken  from  the  temporal  artery 
as  the  pulse  would  bear.  Thirty  ounces 
have,  therefore,  been  taken  from  it,  and  the 
pulse  has  risen  to  1'2j,  but  is  smaller  than 
before,  and  easily  compressed.  —  Four 
o'clock.  The  dangerous  symptoms  not  be- 
ing at  all  abated  by  the  bleeding,  Mr. 
Stanley  considers  the  use  of  the  trephine 
called  for.  Mr.  Earle,  happening  to  be 
present,  coincides  in  this  opinion.  The 
patient  was  immediately,  therefore,  re- 
moved to  the  operating  theatre,  where  Mr. 
Stanley  proceeded  to  apply  the  trephine,  in 
the  situation  of  the  fracture,  over  that  por- 
tion of  the  parietal  bone  denuded  of  its  pe- 
riosteum. On  the  poition  of  bone  being 
removed,  a  thin  stratum  of  coagulated  blood 
was  detected  between  the  cranium  and 
dura  mater,  which  appearing  to  extend 
downwards  and  forwards,  and  the  patient 
experiencing  no  relief  from  the  operation 
so  far,  it  was  deemed  proper,  by  Measrs. 
Earle  and  Stanley,  that  the  trephine  should 
be  applied  again.  It  was  applied  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  inferior  anterior  angle  of  the 
parietal  bone,  and  Hey's  saw  used  to  re- 
move the  projecting  triangular  portion  left 
between  the  two  circular  openings  made  by 
the  trephine.  Unfortunately,  the  coaguluin 
was  found  to  extend  still  deeper  toward*  the 
basis  cranii,  and  no  relief  whatever  was 


produced  by  the  operation.  The  man  died 
in  two  hours  and  a  half  after  the  perform- 
ance of  the  operation. 

Pvst  morUm  Examination* 

1.  At  half  past  one  the  post-mortem  ex- 
amination was  made,  and  conducted  by  Mr. 
Stanley,  and  Mr.  Burnett,  the  house  surgeon . 
On  removing  the  skull -cap,  the  vessels  did 

not  appear  greatly  turgid*  A  thin  coagu- 
lated stratum  of  blood  extended  downwards 
from  between  the  parietal  and  temporal 
bones  and  dura  mater,  to  the  basis  of  the 
skull.  A  considerable  portion  of  puriforni 
fluid  was  effused  between  the  arachnoides 
and  pia  mater,  over  the  anterior  hemispheres 
of  the  brain,  and  the  same  observed  at  the 
base  of  these  }H>rtions.  Two  or  three  small 
softened  patches  were  discovered  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  brain,  on  the  anterior  parts  of 
both  hemispheres.  The  substance  of  the 
organ  exhibited  no  particular  vascularity  or 
traces  of  inflammation.  The  ventricles 
contained  a  very  considerable  quantity  of 
turbid  fluid,  apparently  of  a  purulent  qua- 
lity. The  fracture  was  of  the  parietal  bone, 
I  through  the  temporal  process  of  the  sphe- 
noid, that  portion  forming  the  cerebral  fossa 
to  the  sella  turc  ica,  and  from  thence  to  the 
ethmoid  bone.  The  crista  galli  was  like- 
wise completely  separated,  and  only  kept  in 
contact  with  the  cribriform  plate,  by  the  at- 
tachments of  the  dura  mater.  The  right 
superior  maxillary,  and  also  the  nasal  bones, 
were  fractured  very  considerably.  The  ab- 
dominal viscera  presented  nothing  remark- 
able. 

[Why  was  not  the  patient  bled  on  the 
seventh  ?  Was  the  treatment  adopted  in 
this  case,  calculated  to  instruct  the  pupils 
in  "  sound  chirurgical  V— Ed.  L.J 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 


FEMFRO  -  POPLITEAL    ANEURISM.  —  OPERA- 
TION OF  TYINO  THE  FEMORAL  ARTERT. 

Jane  Grooves,  of  rather  a  full  habit,  and 
bloated  appearance,  was  sdmitted  into  Ann's 
Ward  on  the  11th  of  September,  under 
the  care  of  the  Junior  Surgeon.  She  stated, 
that,  for  three  weeks  past,  she  had  felt  a 
pain  in  her  thigh,  which  she  considered  to 
be  of  a  rheumatic  kind,  and,  on  that  account, 
used  friction,  with  turpentine  liniments. 
The  pain  was  felt  on  the  inner  side  of  the 
thigh,  and  it  extended  to  the  ham.  About 
a  month  back  Bhe  felt  a  small  tumour,  juat 
where  the  pain  had  commenced  :  this  ra- 
pidly increased,  and  was  attended  with  a 
throbbing  sensation.  In  a  week  after  the 
appearance  of  the  tumour,  the  lower  part  of 
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the  thigh  began  to  swell ;  the  swelling 
rapidly  extended,  bnt  was  circumscribed, 
uud  soon  became  very  prominent  in  the 
centre;  it  pulsated  very  strongly— indeed 
so  much  so,  ss  to  be  clearly  visible.  On 
applying  the  stethoscope,  the  rush  of  blood 
into  the  aneurysmal  sac  was  distinctly  heard. 
The  pain  was  now  exceedingly  acute,  and 
progression,  or  the  least  movement  of  the 
limb,  was  prevented. 

When  admitted,  the  tumour  was  of  very 
large  size,  situated  upon  the  inner  and 
lower  third  of  the  thigh,  and  extending  into 
the  ham,  where  it  could  be  felt  to  pulsate. 
Pressure  upon  the  artery  in  the  groin  stayed 
the  pulsation,  but  did  not  much  diminish 
the  size  of  the  tumour.  The  patient  was 
ordered  to  keep  her  bed,  with  the  limb 
flexed,  and  placed  upon  its  outer  side.  Ape- 
rients to  be  given  occasionally. 

'25.  Since  the  patient  has  been  in  the 
hospital,  the  tumour  has  very  much  in- 
creased in  size,  but  the  pulsation  is  less  dis- 
tinct, and,  in  the  ham,  can  scarcely  be  felt 
at  all.  The  skin  has  become  of  a  livid- 
brown  colour,  and,  at  a  particular  spot  at 
the  lower  part  of  the  tumour,  it  appears 
about  to  burst. 

S6.  The  operation  of  tying  the  femoral 
artery  was  performed  to-day.  A  conside- 
rable time  elapsed  in  finding  the  vessel,  but 
it  was  at  length  secured  with  one  ligature. 
After  the  operation,  a  flannel  stocking  was 
put  on  the  leg. 

27.  The  patient  has  had  no  sleep,  hut  is 
tolerably  easy.  The  pulsation  of  the  tu- 
mour has  entirely  ceased  ;  the  limbs  are 
nearly  of  equal  temperature ;  there  is  slight 
tingling  felt  in  the  integuments  of  the  dis- 
eased limb. 

29.  Much  the  same ;  obtains  no  sleep  ; 
ordered  40  drops  of  laudanum  at  bed-time. 

October  7.  The  patient  is,  upon  the 
whole,  going  on  well ;  the  wound  is  heal- 
ing, and  the  tumour  is  gradually  diminish- 
ing.  The  ligature  has  not  yet  come  away. 


HOPITAL  DE  LA  PITIE. 

CASES  OP    HERPES    ZOSTER,  SUCCESSFULLY 
TREATED  BY  THE  NITRATE  OF  SILVER. 

Two  cases  of  zoster  lately  presented  them- 
selves, in  which  the  external  use  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver  proved  very  effectual  in 
allaying  the  violent  pains  with  which  this 
affection  is  usually  accompanied. 

A  girl,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  was,  on 
the  16th  of  July,  admitted  into  the  Salle 
S*  Therese  ;  she  had  been  seized,  afier  a 
few  days  of  general  indisposition,  with  a 
violent  bnraing  pain  on  the  skin  of  the  ab- 


domen ;  on  the  ensuing  day,  a  very  trouble- 
some itching  succeeded,  and  this  was  follow- 
ed by  an  eruption  of  small  vesicles,  surround- 
ed by  a  red  margin,  and  tilled  with  a  limpid 
water .  These  vesicles  rapidly  increased  in 
quantity,  and,  at  lust,  occupied  the  right 
half  of  the  abdomen  from  the  median  line  to 
the  vertebral  column.  The  patient  had 
some  headach,  nausea,  &c,  but  her  prin- 
cipal complaint  was  the  violent  pain  caused 
by  the  eruption,  which  deprived  her  of  all 
rest.  On  the  18th,  the  vesicles  were  opened 
with  a  needle,  and  afterwards  touched  with 
the  arg.  nitr.  fus. ;  at  first  the  pnin  was  in- 
creased, but  after  three  hours  the  patient 
fell  into  a  sound  sleep,  and,  on  the  following 
day,  was  entirely  free  from  pain  ;  the 
eruption  had  changed  into  a  dry  crust, 
which  was  gradually  detached,  so  that,  on 
the  2Mb,  the  patient  was  discharged  cured. 
The  gastric  symptoms,  by  which  the  dis- 
ease was  accompanied  from  its  commence- 
ment, did  not  seem  to  be  influenced  by 
the  external  treatment  of  the  eruption. 

In  the  same  ward,  a  similar  case  occurred 
in  a  girl  of  nineteen  ;  she  was  taken  with  a 
giistric  affection,  which  was  ijuickly  follow- 
ed by  a  zoster-like  eruption  on  the  right 
side  of  the  chest,  extending  circularly  from 
the  anterior  part  of  the  right  breast  to  the 
vertebral  column.  The  inflammatory  ring, 
around  the  phlyctsnre,  was  not  so  vivid  cs 
in  the  former  case,  nor  was  the  pain  so  very 
violent.  The  eruption  was  touched  with 
the  nitrate  of  silver,  an  eschar  was  formed, 
and  the  patient  was  enabled  to  leave  the 
hospital  in  four  days. — La  C Unique. 


HOTEL  DIEU. 

HYDATID  TUMOUR  OF  THE  ABDOMEN. 

—  Marco,  a-tnt.  33,  of  a  melancholy 
temperament,  observed,  in  the  month  of 
May,  a  swelling  in  the  epigastric  region, 
which  gradually  augmented,  without  being 
accompanied  hy  any  pain  or  disturbance  of 
the  system.  From  the  beginning  of  June, 
the  swelling  considerably  increased,  and 
caused  lancinating  pains  ;  the  patient,  from 
this  time,  began  to  vomit  everything,  a 
quarter  or  half  an  hour  after  swallowing  it. 
On  the  20th  of  June,  he  entered  the  hospi- 
tal. The  swelling  occupied  the  epigastrium, 
was  of  a  considerable  size,  and  very  pain- 
ful ;  there  was  no  fever  or  jaundice  ;  the 
vomiting  continued  ;  the  bowels  were 
costive.  Under  the  use  of  leeches,  the 
warm  bath,  and  castor-oil,  some  improve- 
ment was  obtained.  After  repeated  exami- 
nations, it  was  found  that  the  enlargement 
was  circumscribed  towards  its  inferior  mar- 
gin, and,  on  percussion,  a  sort  of  trembling 
(fremissement)  was  felt,  by  which  W.  He- 
camier  was  led  to  suspect  the  existence  of 
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hydatids  in  the  tumour.  An  exploratory 
acupuncture  was  now  made,  and  the  watery 
fluid,  which  issued  from  the  wouud,  con- 
firmed M.  Recaniier's  diagnosis.  A  piece 
of  caustic  potash  was  now  repeatedly  ap- 
plied to  the  tumour,  in  order  to  occasion 
adhesive  inflammation ;  violent  pain  and 
fever  were  produced,  and  the  linea  alba  was 
hud  hare  by  an  incision,  from  which  nearly 
six  ounces  of  a  turbid  serum  were  evacuated, 
and  twice  the  quantity  waa  discharged  in 
the  course  of  the  following  day.  My  the 
use  of  emollient  injections,  the  artificial 
aperture  was  kept  open,  and  from  it  a  serous 
liquid,  with  hydatids,  and,  lastly,  the  pa- 
rietes  of  the  cyst  itself  were  discharged. 
The  tumour  gradually  decreased,  the  pains 
disappeared,  the  bowels  became  regular, 
and  the  patient  had  nearly  regained  his 
health  at  the  time  of  the  report.—La 
CUnique. 


GLASGOW  ROYAL  INFIRMARY.. 

REPLY     TO     MESSRS.    WOOD     AND  CO* 
HYDROCELE  NO  HERNIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  Tut.  Lancet. 

Sir,— The  letter  of  Messrs.  Wood,  Lor- 
rain,  and  Newlands,  published  in  a  late 
Number  of  your  Journal,  perhaps  scarcely 
merits  a  reply.  I  have,  however;  been  in- 
duced, from  the  bold  assertions  which  they 
make,  and  the  intemperate  language  they 
employ,  to  send  you  the  following  observa- 
tions :— 

Messrs.  Wood,  Lorrain,  and  Newlands, 
state  themselves  to  have  copied  the  case 
accurately  from  the  journal  of  the  Infirmary  ; 
but  they  forget,  that  although  this  had,  in 
truth,  been  the  case,  which  is  all  they  seem 
to  contend  for,  it  by  no  means  necessarily 
follows,  that  the  account  I  gave  was  in- 
correct. Of  the  latter,  indeed,  they  cannot 
_  7~  be  expected  to  form  any  opinion,  since  none 

To  the  Editor  of  Ihe  Lancet.  |  of  them,  1  can  almost  positively  affirm,  saw 

Sin, — When  an  individual  has  performed  { tne  c'"^  on  it*  coming  into  the  hospital, 
public  services  at  the  expense  of  great  pri-  H<,r  one  of  them  present  at  the  operation,  nor 
vate  sacrifices,  surely  it  is  right  that  he  even  afterwards  (unless  I  am  very  much  mis- 
should  be  cheered  aud  rewarded  by  some  taken)  did  they  often  see  the  patient, 
pubiic  mark  of  approbation.  The  surgical  '  uas  dresser  t»  ihe  patient,  and,  natu- 
reformers  have  not  yet  done  this,  I  may  {  r*Hy  enough,  a^ked  the  mother  some  ques- 
ts ay,  act  of  justice,  to  Mr.  Lawrence.  The  I  tiou*  concerning  the  history  of  the  disease, 
manner  in  which  that  gentleman  came  for-  ^(  was  from  her  account,  and  my  own  observa- 
ward  aud  vindicated  the  rights  of  the  de-  that  I  was  enabled  to  furnish  you  with 
graded  members  of  the  College,  is  fresh  iti  j tlje  particulars,  which,  drawn  up  as  they 
the  recollection  of  us  all — neither  can  we  w"efe,  lrora  what  was  taid  and  what  was  seen. 


MR.  LAWRENCE. 


forget  that  Mr.  Lawrence  himself  was,  at 
the  same  time,  one  of  the  privileged  order — a 
hospital  surgeon,  consequently  one  who 
suffered  nothing,  but,  on  the  contrarv,  was 
a  gainer  by  the  infamous  by-laws,  and  the 
system  which  gave  rise  to  them.  Such  a 
noble  example  of  disinterestedness,  aud  re- 
gard for  the  interests  of  science,  must  not 
pass  unnoticed.  It  is  said  that  the  "  praise 
of  honest  men  is  fame  let  us  tender  such 
praise  to  Mr.  Lawrence.  Conversing  with 
some  friends  a  few  days  since,  it  was  sag 


are  quite  as  likely  to  be  true,  in  the  opinion 
of  any  unprejudiced  person,  as  the  report  in 
the  h  ospital  journal. 

In  the  report  of  the  case  in  TrtE  Lancet, 
I  have  said  there  was  no  tenderness  over 
the  abdomen,  or  in  the  parts,  which,  how- 
ever much  it  may  differ  from  the  abstract 
given  you  by  Messrs.  Wood,  Lorrain,  nnd 
Newlands,  1  still  maintain  to  be  true  ;  for  al- 
though I  should  hope  that  neither  the  gen- 
tleman who  wrote  out  the  case,  nor  the  sur- 
geon under  whose  care  it  was  placed,  is 


by  the  surgical  reformers  to  Mr.  Lawrence 
However,  previously  to  adopting  anv  mea- 
sures to  effect  that  object,  I  feel  it  desira- 
ble to  obtain  your  opinion  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure,  aud  also  that  of  my 
professional  brethren. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
A  Practitioner  ano  Surgical 

Reformer. 
London,  October  3,  182H. 

[The  measure  shall  receive  our  mo3t  de- 
cided support.— Ed.  L.] 


gested  that  a  public  dinner  should  be  given  caPable  of  wilful  misrepresentation,  still  I 

1...  „  •  „i  -  -  r  «■      ■  ........,»        ...  .l  •  j  c     ....  -r 


cannot  reject  the  evidences  of  my  own  senses.  I 
placed  my  hand  on  the  tumour  and  pressed, 
but  the  child  evinced  no  sign  of  pain  or 
uueasiuess,  either  by  cries  or  restlessness, 
which  it  would  most  undoubtedly  have 
done  had  cither  existed. 

I  hove  also  said  the  patient  was  not  fever- 
ish, which  seems  to  be  at  variance  with  the 
report  of  the  case  in  the  journal  of  the 
house.  The  child  was,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, very  unwell ;  but  whether  or  not  it 
was  fever,  is  a  different  question.  Allowing 
this,  however,  to  he  true,  I  thought  then* 
and  still  think,  if  it  did  at  all  exist,  that  it 
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was  not  to  such  an  extent,  as  we  usually  find 
attendant  on  a  strangulated  hernia,  requiring 
an  operation.  Indeed,  it  comes  to  be  a  mere 
matter  of  opinion,  whether  the  child  was 
really  labouring  uuder  fever,  as  is  described 
in  the  journal  of  the  hospital,  or  only  under 
a  high  degree  of  initution  consequent  ou  the 
presence  of  worms,  and  the  constipated 
state  of  the  bowels. 

I  was  in  the  same  ward  with  the  child  on 
the  day  of  the  operation  nearly  two  hours, 
and,  during  that  time,  theie  was  neither 
hiccup  nor  vomiting,  which  does  not  dis- 
agree with  the  statement  of  Messrs.  Wood, 
Lorrain,  and  Newlauds  ;  although  they,  in 
one  part  of  their  letter,  most  disingenuously 
insinuate  some  doubts  of  its  truth. 

The  mother  informed  me  there  was  no 
want  of  stools  ;  but  this  she,  a  day  or  two 
afterwards,  contradicted.  It  was  then  1 
thought  it  necessary  to  correct  what  I  had 
said,  which  correction  Messrs.  Wood,  Lor- 
rain, and  Newlauds,  will  find  stated  iu  The 
Lancet  of  the  2d  of  August,  iu  the  follow- 
ing words:— "I  must  state,  that  in  the 
report  of  the  case  in  the  journal  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  it  is  said  the  child  had  no 
stool  for  eight  days,  saving  one  immediately 
previous  to  the  operation,  from  a  clyster, 
and  which  was  very  copious." 

The  report  of  Messrs.  Wood,  Lorrain, 
and  Newlands,  goes  on  to  say,  that  at  five 
p.  m.,  a  consultation  was  called.  This  pus- 
sage  evidently  shows  how  little  they  know 
of  the  case  concerning  which  they  write  in 
such  confident  terms ;  for,  at  t*o  p.  m., 
Messrs.  Hendry,  Smith,  and  myself,  were 
informed,  through  the  kindness  of  one  ot 
the  clerks,  that  a  consultation  was  to  be 
held  at  six,  thus  showing,  if  the  consulta- 
tion was  called  at  five,  it  was,  at  least, 
predetermined,  and  not  owing  to  the  symp- 
toms of  the  hernia  having  become  more 
urgent. 

1  have  stated  that  there  was  "  no  regu- 
lar attempt  at  the  taxis,  and  its  adjuvants, 
bleeding,"  ccc,  neither  do  Messrs.  Wood, 
Lorrain,  and  Newlands.  They,  indeed,  say 
the  taxis  was  tried  by  both  the  attend- 
ing surgeons,  but  they  forget  to  men- 
tion how  long  it  was  continued,  or  if  they 
consider  a  man  justified  in  operating  for 
hernia,  if,  after  pushing  at  the  tumour  foi 
a  few  minutes,  he  fails  to  move  it,  un- 
assisted  by  bleeding,  the  varmbath,  or  nauseating 
medicines.  The  employment  of  these,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  mere  manual  operation,  con- 
stitute, I  believe,  what  is  called,  a  regular 
attempt  at  the  tatis. 

When  I  sent  you  the  report  in  question,  I 
did  not  conceal  my  name  on  account  of  any 
fear  of  the  consequences  that  might  result 
from  its  inaccuracy  ;  but,  from  my  intention 
of  sending  you  future  communications,  1 
was  not  very  anxious  that  I  should  be 


!  known  as  the  writer.  For  the  same  reason, 
the  report  is  written  as  if  I  had  not  been  at 
the  operation.  I  was  so  ;  but  there  being 
only  two  other  students,  Messrs.  Hendry 
and  Smith,  besides  myself,  present,  it  would 
have  been  equivalent  to  such  an  acknow- 
ledgment had  I  said  so. 

1  hav«  now  stated  all  I  know  about  the 
case;  the  statements  of  the  journal  I  will 
never  attempt  to  reconcile  with  mine.  1  will 
not  say  the  former  are  false;  the  mother 
may  have  given  a  different  statement  from 
what  she  gave  me  ;  but  even  although  the 
reports  had  differed  much  more  than  they 
do,  /  would  not  have  corrected  one  iota  of  what 
I  have  advanced,  unless  convinced  that  what  I 
advanced  was  unfounded ;  and  had  this  been 
the  ense,  it  would,  long  before  this  time, 
have  been  publicly  declared.  I  may  also 
mention,  before  concluding,  for  the  satis- 
faction of  your  readers,  that  no  authority, 
Juiwever  much  I  may  resftect  it,  will  ever  induce 
me  to  deny  what  1  heard,  and  what  I  saw. 

I  am  happy  to  add  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Smith  to  what  I  have  said,  who  was 
dresser  in  the  hospital  at  the  time,  and  pre- 
sent at  the  operation. 

"  Glasgow,  Sept.  2r,  1828. 

"  Deak  Sir, — In  your  letter  of  yester- 
day, you  desire  me  to  state  what  I  know  of 
the  unfortunate  case  of  hydrocele,  which  was 
lately  operated  on  in  the  Glasgow  Royal 
Infirmary,  for  strangxilated  hernia. 

"  1  was  in  the  same  ward  with  the  pa- 
tient, for  a  considerable  time  immediately 
previous  to  the  operation,  and,  during  that 
time,  did  not  see  him  vomit.  The  stool 
which  he  then  had  appeared  to  be  natural. 
VVhen  the  surgeons  handled  the  swelling, 
the  child  did  not  appear  to  be  uneasy  ;  and, 
although  the  boy  was  very  unwell,  my  im- 
pression, at  the  time,  was,  that  there  were 
few,  if  any,  of  those  symptoms  present, 
which  are  said,  in  surgical  works,  to  cha- 
racterise a  case  of  strangulated  hernia,  re- 
quiring an  operation. 

Yours,  truly, 

JS.  B.  Smith." 

"  Mr.  J.  W.  Macnee. 

Hoping  this  will  convince  you,  and  your 
readers,  that  I  have  stated  nothing  tliut 
was  either  untrue  or  unfounded, 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Macnee. 

Glasgow,  Sept.  2?,  18<28. 

[The  reply  of  Mr.  Macnee  to  Messrs. 
Wood  and  Co.  is  so  very  conclusive,  that  we 
<!o  not  deem  it  necessary  to  publish  the 
spirited  uud  excelleut  letter  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Carter.] 
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HOLE  AND  CORNER  WORK  AT  BIRMINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  Tut  Lancet. 

Sir, — Asa  constant  render  of  yourvalua- 
ble  Journal,  I  have  noticed,  with  feelings  of 
admiration,  the  bold  and  determined  man- 
ner in  which  you  have  dragged  from  its 
hiding  place  corruption  of  every  kind, 
whether  existing  in  the  proud  college  (whose 
charter  seems  to  make  it  more  impudent  in 
its  mal-practices)  or  the  less  arrogant  hos- 
pital; but  amidst  all  the  attempts  at  re- 
formation, 1  feel  astonished  that  Birming- 
ham (with  a  slight  exception)  should  have 
escaped  your  investigation,  whether  from 
the  limited  opportunity  you  have  of  hearing 
from  that  town,  or  the  little  interest  you 
imagine  your  brethren  might  derive  from 
your  reports,  I  know  not ;  but  it  is  time 
something  was  said  and  done.  The  has? 
system  of  monopoly  aud  humbug,  carried  on 
within  the  walls  of  our  Hospitals,  deserve 
exposure,  and  the  severest  lash  a  liberal  and 
independent  press  can  bestow. 

It  is  now  ubout  four  years  since  that  an 
attempt  was  made  to  erect  a  Fever  Hospital 
in  this  town,  and  the  mover  of  the  praise- 
worthy scheme  was  Dr.  Birt  Davies,  an 
individual  whose  indefatigable  exertions  in 
behalf  of  so  good  an  institution,  cannot  be 
too  much  applauded,  and  a  man,  whose 
moral  character  and  liberality  of  sentiment 
must  endear  him  to  all  his  acquaintance. 
But  the  moment  the  proposition  was  made 
public,  away  went  the  "  medical  officers" 
of  the  General  Hospital  to  oppose,  with 
might  and  main,  an  object  undertaken  by 
one  not  belonging  to  their  "  junto."  Vitu- 
peration, and  sophistical  arguments,  were 
employed  to  prove,  that  a  fever  hospital 
was  absolutely  unnecessary,  and  for  a  length 
of  time  (not,  perhaps,  in  consequence  of 
their  opposition)  the  matter  was  unheard 
of ;  but  a  fund  having  been  raised,  and  a 
house  taken,  the  establishment  was  set  on 
foot,  and,  during  the  four  months  it  has 
existed,  fifty  individuals  have  been  restor- 
ed to  their  families.  I  have  visited  it  my- 
self frequently,  and  declare  that  its  cleanli- 
ness, the  attention  of  its  physician,  and 
the  freedom  of  access  afforded  to  all,  are 
unexceptionable. 

In  consequence  (I  presume)  of  another 
paroxysm  of  rage  felt  and  made  manifest 
by  the  "junto,"  Dr.  Davies  addressed  a 
letter  in  Aria's  Birmingham  Gazette,  Sept. 
29,  18-28,  to  the  "  Benefactors  and  Sub- 
scribers of  the  General  Hospital,  Birming- 
ham," and  to  that  letter  1  beg  leave  to  call 
your  attention.  After  stating  his  exertions, 
and  the  opposition  he  met  with,  and,  more- 
over, the  wish  of  the  •«  rulers"  of  the  Gene- 


j  ral  Hospital  now  to  erect  a  fever  house  as 
I  an  opponent  to  his,  the  Doctor  proceeds  : 
I    "  But,  Gentlemen,  can  it  be  your  plea- 
'sure  to  sit  still,  and  to  wituess  so  foul  a 
piece  of  oppression,  and  so  gross  an  appro- 
priation 1    It  is  not  ten  months  since  we 
heard  the  note  of  distress  and  of  embarrass- 
ment  at  the  Genera!  Hospital,  and  I  veu- 
ture  to  predict,  that  it  will  not  be  ten 
months  more  before  we  hear  the  same 
again  ;  and  the  present  extravagance  will 
doubtless  afford  a  pretext  for  raising  the 
pitch.    It  is  no  longer  ago  than  last  spring, 
that  it  was  requisite  to  make  a  strong  ap- 
peal to  the  dissenting  interests  of  the  neigh- 
bouring districts,  (and  it  has  been  replied 
to  in  a  manner  worthy  of  their  liberality,) 
ye  t  this  is  scarcely  done  before  it  becomes 
time  for  another  gratuitous  expenditure.  If 
the  premises  occupied  by  the  existing  Fever 
Hospital  were  insufficient  for  the  wants  of 
the  town,  (which  is  not  the  case,  as  it  could 
accommodate  fifty  beda  more  if  it  bad  the 
means  to  furnish  them,)  the  public  would 
[  only  smile,  that  men,  so  little  acquainted 
j  with  its  wants,  should  formerly  have  pre- 
sumed,to  thrust  forth  their  crude,  unsought, 
inaccurate  opinions.    If  the  situation  of  the 
General  Hospital  were  as  good  as  that  of 
Holloway  Head,  the  highest  and  most  open 
in  the  adjacent  neighbourhood,  which  it  is 
not,  even  then  a  conjunction,  opposed  to 
the  intention  of  the  founder,  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  eight-and-forty  years,  at  va- 
riance with  the  whole  system  of  on  esta- 
blishment admitting  disease  only  upon  a 
Friday,  would  be  intolerable  and  indecent. 
If  one  single  reason  could  be  guessed  at 
beyond  the  indulgence  of  an  unworthy  and 
degrading  spirit,  it  would,  perhaps,  have 
been  the  best,  as  it  would  surely  be  the 
most  tranquil  course,  for  me  to  submit  in. 
silence.    But  to  see  the  resources  of  a  great 
and  noble  institution  perversely  expended 
to  crush   silently,  by  its  competition,  a 
smaller  charity,  which  has  struggled  hard 
into  existence  against  a  thousand  indirect 
and  unfair  attempts  to  strangle  it,  is, indeed, 
"  too  bad." 

•        •        •        •       •  • 

Let  the  Governors  look  acutely  to  every 
part  of  the  expenditure  ;  let  them  reflect  on 
the  huge  income  of  a  rent-free,  tax-free, 
establishment.  Compare  the  good  done 
with  other  hospitals,  aud  remember  their 
own  recently-abridged  privileges.  Above 
all,  they  should  let  in  the  light  of  day  ;  and, 
taking  example  by  the  humbler  hospital, 
which  their  servants  seek  to  extinguish, 
let  them  give  daily  admittance,  at  a  regular 
hour  of  visit,  to  every  licensed  practitioner, 
that  a  free  press  may  come  in  to  hear,  see, 
criticise,  and  benefit  the  patients,  the  pro- 
fession, aud  the  public,  as  well  by  the  dex» 
terity  as  by  the  bungling  of  those  who  now 
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seem  to  manage  an  absolute  and  irrespon- 
sible monopoly. 

In  concluding,  T  beg  to  apologize  for 
intruding;  myself  upon  your  attention.  If 
1  consulted  my  own  case,  it  would  perhaps 
have  been  better  to  submit  quietly  than  to 
afford  a  pretext  for  vituperation,  virulence, 
and  private  injury.  Any  one  addressing 
yon  on  the  subject,  must  be  prepared  to 
encounter  again,  one  by  one,  tlie  delegates 
of  the  '  weekly  club  — again  advertising 
at  the  expense  of  the  «  Joint  Stock  Purse.' " 

The  Doctor  concludes  by  saying, — 

•*  Be  it  as  it  may,  no  private  considera- 
tion on  earth  shall  induce  me  to  permit 
this  transaction  to  pass  without  making,  at 
least,  one  endeavour  to  hold  it  up  to  the 
reprobation,  contempt,  and  failure  which  it 
merits,  and  I  call  on  an  indignant  public  to 
support  the  House  of  Recovery,  or  General 
Fever  Hospital,  at  Holloway  Head." 

Considering,  Sir,  that  The  Lancet  has 
the  most  extended  sale  of  any  medical  publi- 
cation, and  deeming  it  necessary  that  the 
evil  doings  of  our  "  Hole  and  Corner"  Gen- 
tlemen  should  be  circulated  fai  and  wide,  1 
have  been  induced  to  trouble  you  with  the 
few  scattered  ideas  in  this  sheet.  The  cor- 
rupt, the  secret,  the  unhandsome  manner, 
in  which  the  surgeons  of  our  Hospital  (ex- 
cept Mr.  Wood)  carry  on  their  dark  doings, 
is  abominable  ;  and  I  shall  rejoice  when, 
through  the  interference  of  some  benevo- 
lent individual,  the  doors  shall  he  opened 
to  show  the  **  hell  that's  there."  At  pre- 
sent, surmise  does  all :  we  know  not,  when 
a  poor  wretch  is  immured  within  it,  whe- 
ther his  case  be  treated  with  common  hu- 
manity, or  whether  he  will  ever  be  allowed 
to  revisit  his  friends  or  family.  Well  does  it 
correspond  with  the  description  of  the 
Mantuan  bard  :— 

"  Facilis  descensus  averno 

Sed  revocare  gradum  

Hoc  opus,  hie  labor  est  ." 

The  medical  and  surgical  school  opens 
here  on  the  20th  inst.,  and  then,  probably, 
some  concession  may  be  made,  at  least  to 
stndents,  which  will  afford  an  opportunity 
of  supplying,  perhaps,  a  few  cases  to  your 
Journal,  and  demonstrate,  with  a  veracity 
not  to  be  doubted,  that  "  men  love  dark- 
ness better  than  light,  because  their  deeds 
are  evil." 

Until  that  time,  Mr.  Editor,  I  shall  pro- 
bably not  trouble  you  again  ;  but  if  I  can 
afford  you  any  information  respecting  either 
of  our  Institutions,  I  shall  be  most  happy 
to  do  so,  as  far  as  my  humble  abilities  will 
allow ;  and  1  trust,  ere  many  years  elapse, 
we  shall  see  the  names  of  Hodgson,  De 
Lys,  and  Vaux,  coupled  with  liberality  and 
openness  of  conduct ;  and  of  knowing,  that 
though  an  individual  may  be  trampted  on 


by  the  creatures  of  power,  he  will  rise  su- 
perior to  all  their  machinations,  and  that, 
in  after  time,  the  name  of  Davies  will  be 
gratefully  recollected  by  many,  who  have 
been  rescued  from  the  grave  in  our  laudable 
and  infant  charity. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Faithfully  yonr's, 
Crito. 

Birmingham,  Oct.  8,  1028. 
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To  the  Editor  of  The  Lakcet. 

Sir, — The  many  morbid  practices  which 
the  judicious  application  of  The  Lancet 
has  tended  to  remove  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
other  metropolitan  hospitals,  induces  me  to 
lay  before  you  a  grievance,  which,  however 
trivial  it  may  appear  in  the  eyes  ot  the  mul- 
titude, is,  1  can  assure  you,  of  no  light  suf- 
ferance to  the  patties  aggrieved,  viz.  the 
dressers. 

You  are,  doubtless,  aware,  it  is  an  exist- 
ing custom  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
for  the  dresser,  whose  accident-day  it  may 
chance  to  be,  to  remain  at  his  post  from 
9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  Though  this  custom  is 
with  propriety  rigorously  enforced,  yet  so 
little  attention  is  paid  to  the  comfort  of  the 
dresser  on  duty,  that  no  part  of  the  esta- 
blishment superior  to  the  square  of  the 
Hospital,  under  the  broad  canopy  of  heaven, 
or  in  the  wards,  with  the  select  society  of 
nurses  and  patients,  is  assigned  to  him  dur- 
ing the  period  of  his  now  frequently-unoc- 
cupied time  ;  time  which,  had  he  a  room 
afforded  him,  might  he  spent  much  more  to 
his  advantage,  certainly  more  to  his  comfort. 

I  understand  that  it  was  formerly  the 
custom  for  the  dresser  on  duty  to  make 
use  of  an  apartment  in  the  house  of  an  tn/ie- 
rior  officer  whose  vagaries  you  have  lately  had 
occasion  to  notice  ;  but  this  privilege  has, 
for  some  unaccountable  reason,  been  with- 
drawn, and  the  dresser  left  a  wanderer  on 
the  site  of  the  Hospital. 

Should  your  insertion  of  this  be  attended 
with  a  removal  of  the  grievance,  you  will, 
Sir,  have  a  yet  stronger  claim  to  the  grati- 
tude of 

A  Dresser* 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
Oct.  12,  1828. 
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LECTURES 

ON  THE 

THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  MIDWIFERY. 

DELIVERED  AT  OUy'b  HOSPITAL  BY 

DR.  BLUNDELL. 


Lecture  I. 
Of  the  Gravid  Uterus. 

T.v  consequence  of  impregnation,  the 
genitals  undergo  conspicuous  changes  ;  and 
when  altered  in  this  manner,  they  form 
what  is  denominated  the  gravid  uterus,  of 
which  I  now  proceed  to  treat. 

The  womb,  in  the  unimpregnated  condi- 
tion, varies  much  in  its  size,  hut,  on  an  ave- 
rage, it  does  uot  exceed  the  bulk  of  a  small 
pear  flattened  ;  when,  however,  it  is  en- 
larged to  the  full  size  of  gestation,  it  forms 
a  very  bulky  tumour,  occupying,  at  least, 
two-thirds  of  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  ; 
its  diameters  from  mouth  to  fundus,  from  side 
to  side,  and  from  before  backwards,  being, 
on  an  average,  of  twelve,  nine,  and  six  in- 
ches respectively.  The  form  of  the  gravid 
uterus  varies  somewhat  in  different  women ; 
but,  in  the  main,  it  resembles  a  large  egg, 
more  rounded  in  some  cases,  more  elongated 
in  others,  something,  perhaps,  depending  on 
the.  position  of  the  foetus. 

This  oviform  uterus  is  placed  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  the  fundus  being  in 
front  before  the  ensiform  cartilage,  and  the 
mouth  lying  below  and  behind  in  apposition 
to  the  middle  parts  of  the  sacrum.  When 
the  Madder  is  full  of  urine,  it  takes  its 
place  between  the  uterus  and  the  abdominal 
coverings,  otherwise  the  womb  is  covered 
by  these  teguments  alone  in  front,  and  the 
intestines,  in  the  end  of  pregnancy,  lie 
above  and  behind  the  uterus,  being,  by  the 
interposition  of  this  organ,  sometimes  con- 
cealed almost  entirely  from  the  view,  even 
though  the  abdomiual  coverings  have  beeu 
laid  open  by  the  knife.  When  the  womb 
falls  too  much  forward,  or  to  either  side, 
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these  deviations  from  the  healthy  position 
are  denominated  the  obliquities,  and  they 
are,  I  believe,  commonly  arising  from  one 
of  three  causes — distortion  of  the  pelvis — 
projection  of  the  lumbar  vertebra— and 
laxity  of  the  abdominal  muscles;  the  two 
lust  are  the  most  common,  and  these  may 
operate  in  combination.  Bandages,  if  well 
constructed,  may  be  very  useful  here. 

When  the  womb  is  in  action,  the  tumour 
which  it  forms  becomes  very  hard — hard, 
for  example,  as  the  casts  here  exhibited  ; 
but,  in  the  middle  and  end  of  pregnancy, 
before  the  full  action  comes  on,  the  uterus 
may  he  so  soft  and  yielding,  that  the  head 
of  the  foetus  may  be  clearly  enough  dis- 
tinguished, commonly  in  the  inguinal  re- 
gion, whence  we  may  the  more  readily  dis- 
tinguish the  intumescence  of  pregnancy 
from  that  which  arises  from  water,  air, 
udeps,  or  a  diseased  growth  of  the  viscera. 
If  the  womb  contain  the  usual  quantity  of 
water,  its  surface  is  generally  equable,  and 
more  or  less  globose  ;  hut,  in  some  cases 
perhaps,  when  the  quantity  of  the  liquor 
amuii  is  small,  and  the  womb,  thin  and  lax, 
lies  loosely  on  the  limbs  of  the  fa?tus,  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  inequality  is  produced,  and  I 
know  of  one  case  in  which  an  accoucheur, 
of  no  small  experience,  feeling  the  parts  of 
the  child  with  extraordinary  distinctness, 
was  led  erroneously  to  infer,  that  the  preg- 
nancy was  extra-uterine.  All  these  obser- 
vations are  most  easily  made,  when  the  ab- 
dominal coverings  are  thin. 

When  the  womb  is  enlarged  from  preg- 
nancy, in  the  general  you  do  not  observe 
anything  like  fluctuation  ;  therefore,  if  the 
bladder  is  duly  evacuated,  and  if  there  is  no 
dropsy  of  the  peritoneum  when  you  strike 
the  abdomen,  no  fluctuation  will  be  per- 
ceived. Understand,  however,  that  uuder 
disease  the  liquor  amnii  sometimes  collects 
in  very  large  abundance,  to  the  amount  of 
three  or  four  gallons  for  example,  and,  in 
these  cases,  a  fluctuation  may  be  felt  dis- 
tinctly, as  if  the  woman  were  dropsical. 
This  1  mention  to  you,  the  rather  because  it 
is  not  very  common,  and  because  if  you 
were  not  aware  of  it,  and  chanced  to  meet 
with  oue  of  these  fluctuating  wombs,  you 
might  rashly  have  recourse  to  the  trocar  and 
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canula.  It  is  by  your  learning  from  the 
patient  that  she  herself  believes  that  she  is 
pregnant,  and  that  the  enlargement  of  the 
abdomen  has  very  suddenly  occurred,  that 
you  are  first  led  to  suspect  the  nature  of  the 
case  ;  for  usually,  where-  the  enlargement 
has  very  suddenl  y  occurred,  it  does  not  arise 
from  ascites,  but  from  pregnancy  ;  and  your 
diagnosis  is  further  assisted  by  the  severe  ab- 
dominal pain  produced  by  the  rapid  stretch- 
ing, and  ultimately  the  spasms  of  the  mus- 
cular substance  of  the  womb.  When  you 
make  an  examination  of  the  mouth  and  neck 
of  the  uterus,  you  may  feel  in  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis  the  rounded  tumour,  formed  by  the 
lower  frustum  of  the  womb  ;  and  pushing 
the  investigation  still  further,  you  dis- 
tinguish the  os  uteri  more  or  less  dilated, 
with  the  membranous  baer  filled  with  the 
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liquor  amnii.  So  that  by  these  characters— 
the  membranous  bag  filled  with  the  liquor 
amnii — the  dilated  mouth  of  the  uterus — 
the  uterine  tumour  felt  in  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis — the  abdominal  pains  often  very 
alarming — and  the  intimation  given  by  the 
patient  herself  that  pregnancy  is,  in  all  pro- 
bability, the  cause  of  all  heT  symptoms— the 
disease  under  consideration  may  be  easily 
recognised.  In  the  middle  months  of  gesta- 
tion, a  woman  laboured  under  a  great  swell- 
ing of  the  abdomen,  which  fluctuated  dis- 
tinctly. Dr.  Haighton  was  sent  for,  to- 
gether with  a  very  distinguished  surgeon, 
who,  conceiving  the  case  to  be  ascites,  pro- 
posed calling  next  day  to  perform  the  opera- 
tion of  tapping.  Dr.  Haighton  suggested 
that  this  abdominal  swelling  might,  after  all, 
be  a  dropsy  of  the  uterus,  but  no  particular 
examination  of  this  point  was  instituted  on 
that  day ;  in  the  course  of  the  night,  the 
membranes,  which  contained  all  this  water, 
burst  of  themselves,  a  flood  of  fluid  was  dis- 
charged, the  abdomen  rapidly  collapsed,  a 
foetus  issued  not  larger  than  the  first  joint 
of  the  ringer,  the  woman  escaped  from  her 
paracentesis,  and  did  well.  Here,  then,  is 
a  case  in  which  a  surgeon  of  distinguished 
talent,  in  consequence  of  a  hasty  diagno- 
sis, was  on  the  point  of  puncturing  the 
uterus;  do  you,  therefore,  be  on  your  guard. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  if 
the  swelling  is  not  very  great,  you  may  fo- 
ment the  abdomen,  give  opium,  and  leech ; 
and  sometimes  perhaps,  without  further  help, 
the  symptoms  may  give  way,  the  woman 
ultimately  reaching  the  full  term  of  nine 
months  ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  quan- 
tity of  water  is  very  copious,  and  the  preg- 
nancy is  of  the  earlier  months,  and  the  pains 
are  very  severe,  effectual  relief  may  be  ob- 
tained by  tapping  the  membranes  at  the 
mouth  of  the  uterus,  great  care  being  taken 
not  to  injure  the  cervix.  In  ordinary  cases, 
I  think,  1  should  not  make  a  large  opening, 
for  if  the  opening  be  a  mere  puncture,  the 


water  may  come  off  by  little  and  little,  and 
the  abdomen  may  sink  the  more  gradually. 
If  the  water  should  come  away  more  ra- 
pidly than  you  expected,  then  put  a  ban- 
dage round  the  patient  in*  the  same  man- 
ner that  you  would  do  if  you  were  tapping 
in  a  case  of  ascites  ;  and  prepare  for  syn- 
cope. Gaitskell's  bandage  would  answer 
very  well. 

Although  all  the  structures  of  the  uterus 
are  very  much  developed  in  gestation,  yet, 
in  reality,  the  pregnant  uterus  consists  es- 
sentially of  the  same  parts  as  the  unimpreg- 
nated,  viz.  the  muscular  substance,  and  the 
investing  membranes,  with  their  accessories. 
Internally  the  uterus  is  covered  throughout 
by  an  extension  of  the  same  membrane, 
which  lines  the  vagina:  externally,  the 
womb  is  coated  by  the  peritoneum,  which, 
however,  does  not  line  the  lower  part  of  the 
surface  in  front,  where  it  lies  against  the 
bladder. 

In  the  womb,  at  the  end  of  pregnancy, 
we  find  that  the  nerves  are  very  large,  and 
the  same  is  the  case  with  the  absorbents. 
The  absorbents  in  the  unimpregnated  state 
are  very  small,  and  there  is  a  difficulty  in 
injecting  them  ;  but  when  the  woman  is  in 
a  state  of  gestation,  they  are  very  large,  as 
1  will  show  you  at  our  subsequent  meeting. 
It  is,  perhaps,  in  good  measure,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  absorbents  being  large,  nu- 
merous, and  active,  that  the  uterus,  after 
delivery,  shrinks  so  rapidly  in  its  bulk.  As 
soon  as  parturition  takes  place,  if  we  exa- 
mine the  uterus,  we  generally  find  it  to  bo 
as  large  as  the  foetal  head,  but  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks  it  becomes  reduced  to  nearly 
its  original  size,  such  as  it  was  when  in  the 
unimpregnated  condition.  Now  this  rapid 
collapse  of  the  uterus  is,  I  conoeive,  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  large  size  and  great  activity 
of  the  absorbents,  assisted  by  the  contraction 
of  the  blood-vessels,  and  the  gradual  expul-* 
sion  of  much  of  the  blood.  In  the  unimpreg- 
nated condition  of  the  uterus,  the  blood-ves- 
sels are  few  and  small,  derived  from  two 
sources,  the  inferior  uterine  arteries,  and  the 
spermatics ;  but  when  the  patient  becomes 
pregnant,  they  are  of  very  large  size  in  the 
end  of  gestation,  especially  as  this  preparation 
shows.  And  this  is  the  reason  why,  in  the 
latter  months  of  pregnancy,  women  are  liable 
to  such  dangerous  floodings,  while,  in  ear- 
lier gestation,  the  floodings  are  much  less 
copious,  and  of  course  are  attended  with 
much  less  danger.  The  veins  which  cor- 
respond with  the  arteries  are  also  very  ca- 
pacious, and,  from  their  great  capacity*  they 
are  sometimes  called  the  sinuses  of  the 
uterus,  though  I  may  observe,  by  the  way, 
that  this  term  is  applied  more  properly  to 
real  sinuous  cavities  in  the  substance  of  the 
uterns,  which  seems  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  veins,  and  which  remind  one  of 
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the  cam  ex  columns  of  the  heart.  To  faci* 
litate  the  return  of  the  blood  from  the  ute- 
rus, the  veins  take  a  direct  course,  but  the 
arteries  corresponding  with  them  are  ver- 
micular, and  it  is  supposed  that  this  vermi- 
cular course  of  the  arteries  is  designed  to 
diminish  the  impetuosity  of  the  uterine  cir- 
culation, and  to  diminish  the  risk  of  those 
flooding*  which,  nevertheless,  so  often  take 
place.  From  inspecting  this  preparation, 
you  may  find  that  the  arteries  are  as  ver- 
micular in  the  womb  at  the  end  of  nine 
months,  as  in  the  unimpregnated  uterus, 
and,  therefore,  the  vermicular  course  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  designed  to  facili- 
tate the  distention  of  the  uterus,  by  allow- 
ing the  vessels  to  draw  out  and  change 
from  the  vermicular  to  the  linear  direction  ; 
for  this  change  does  not  take  place ;  besides 
if  this  serpentine  course  were  meant  to  faci- 
litate the  ready  dilatation  of  the  uterus,  we 
should  have  expected  that,  like  the  arteries, 
the  veins  would  have  been  serpentine  also. 

The  substance  of  the  uterus,  I  conceive 
to  be  made  up  of  a  structure  essentially 
muscular,  an  opinion  in  which  many,  I  be- 
lieve, acquiesce,  though  by  Ulumenbach,  and 
others,  it  is  denied.  That  the  womb  is  really 
muscular,  1  am  persuaded  ;  first,  because  in 
the  mamroiferous  animals  generally,  we  find 
that  it  is  so  indisputably ;  thus  in  the  rab- 
bit, for  example,  the  muscularity  of  the 
womb  is  far  more  conspicuous  than  that  of 
the  intestines ;  you  may  see  the  fibres 
coarse  and  large,  snd  you  may  observe 
their  motion,  provided  you  examine  them 
immediately  after  the  rabbit  is  killed.  It  I 
seems,  then,  that  in  the  mammiferous  ani- 
mals-generally,  muscular  fibres  have  been 
given  to  the  uterus  for  the  purpose  of  expel- 
ing  the  foetus,  and  if  the  muscular  fibres  be 
given  in  the  case  of  animals,  why  should 
they  not  be  given  to  the  human  uterus  also  ? 
Why  in  the  human  uterus  alone  should  a 
fibre  be  formed,  sui  getter  it,  expressly  for 
this  purpose,  when,  as  appears  from  animals, 
the  muscular  structure  is  itself  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  of  parturition.  This  argument, 
I  know,  is  not  decisive,  but  the  presump- 
tion is  strong,  for  if  the  uterus  of  animals  is 
composed  of  muscular  fibres,  why  should 
we  not  suppose  that  the  human  uterus  is  so 
also?  Frustra  per  pleura.  Again,  that  the 
human  uterus  is  musoular,  appears  when  it 
is  developed  from  pregnaucy ;  and  this  is 
so  clear,  that  if  you  take  a  portion  of  the 
uterus  when  thus  developed,  and  show  it 
to  any  anatomist  or  demonstrator,  asking 
him,  at  the  same  time,  what  it  is,  he  will 
reply,  without  hesitation,  that  it  is  muscular,  j 
This  experiment  1  once  made  myself:  tak- 
ing a  portion  of  the  impregnated  uterus, 
I  showed  it  to  Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  Key, 
excellent  judges  on  this  point,  and,  with- 
out making  mention  of  the.  womb,  1  asked 


them  to  tell  me  what  was  tbe  structure* 

when  they  immediately  declared  it  to  be 
muscular.  If,  therefore,  we  are  to  judge 
of  tbe  structure  of  the  human  uterus  from 
the  appearance  to  the  eye,  independently  of 
other  circumstances,  we  need  not  hesitate 
to  decide  that  it  is  muscular.  But  there  is 
yet  a  third  proof  of  the  uterine  muscularity, 
very  decisive  to  my  mind,  which  is,  it  con* 
tracts  itself  like  a  muscle  under  the  excite- 
ment of  a  stimulus.  Like  the  womb  of  ani- 
mals, indeed,  it  is  true  thut,  during  the  pe- 
riod of  gestation,  the  human  uterus  lies 
quiet ;  yet  this  is  not  always  the  case,  for  it 
may  act  prematurely,  as  in  the  case  of  mis- 
carriage; but  when,  at  the  end  of  nine 
months,  the  womb  begins  to  wake  up,  as  it 
were,  from  its  long  lethargy,  we  then  find 
that,  like  other  muscles,  it  becomes  irrita- 
ble, and  contracts  itself  under  the  incite- 
ment of  stimulus  ;  the  ovum  entire,  first  ex- 
cites its  contraction — then  the  foetus — then 
the  placenta — then  an  accumulation  of 
clotted  blood  ;  or  the  fibres  may  be  brought 
into  action  when  the  womb  is  empty,  by  the 
introduction  of  the  hand  of  the  accoucheur. 
Like  the  heart,  therefore,  the  uterus  is  mus- 
cular ;  it  is,  like  the  heart,  stimulated  by 
distention,  nor  is  it  by  distension  only,  but 
like  the  heart,  moreover,  it  is  stimulated  by 
other  incitements,  for  other  stimulus,  when, 
taken  into  the  stomach,  would  act  upon  it, 
more  especially  the  ergot,  of  which  I  for- 
merly spoke.  Well  then,  if  the  womb  in 
all  other  animals  is  muscular — if,  again, 
the  muscularity  of  the  human  womb  is  de- 
veloped to  the  eye,  when  pregnancy  occurs— 
and,  moreover,  if  we  find  that  the  womb, 
like  muscle,  contracts  under  the  incitement 
of  a  stimulus — 1  think  we  have  proof  enough 
to  bear  us  out  in  the  assertion,  that  this 
uterus  is  muscular.  This  muscularity  is  of 
no  small  importance ;  by  means  of  it,  not 
only  does  the  womb  expel  the  child  and  the 
placenta,  but  it  moreover  contracts  itself  so 
as  to  become  secure  against  the  risk  of  in- 
version, or  the  larger  discharges  of  blood  ; 
for,  as  I  formerly  explained  to  you,  it  is  by 
the  contraction  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the 
womb,  that  the  mouths  of  the  L.ood- vessels 
are  closed  up,  so  as  to  prevent  the  larger 
discharges  of  blood  in  ordinary  cases.  The 
womb  being  muscular,  is,  of  course,  obnox- 
ious to  the  same  diseases  as  the  other  mus- 
cles of  the  body,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  re- 
lieved by  the  same  remedies. 

The  thickness  of  the  womb  varies  in 
different  women  ;  an  average  being  from  a 
quarter  to  a  third  of  an  inch  ;  and  it  is  worth 
your  observation  that  it  is  as  thick  when 
enlarged  from  gestation,  as  when  in  the  im- 
pregnated state,  which  is  a  proof  that  the 
thinness  of  the  womb  does  not  arise,  like 
that  of  the  human  bladder,  from  mere  dis- 
tension. Certain  parts  of  the  uterus  you  will 
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sometimes  find  to  be  unusually  thick  ;  some* 
times,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  unusually  thin, 
not  thicker  than  hrown  paper  for  example. 
From  the  unusual  thickness,  no  inconveni- 
ence arises;  but  if  it  is  unusually  thin,  la- 
cerations may  take  place,  and  hence  you 
ought  never  to  carry  your  hand  into  the 
uterus,  unless  there  he  need  for  it.  About 
the  mouth  and  neck  of  the  uterus,  you  will 
find  a  large  number  of  mucous  follicles, 
which,  in  pregnancy,  are  very  opt  to  form 
a  great  deal  of  mucus,  and  which  close  up  its 
mouth  ;  it  is  this  apparatus  which  forms  the 
glandule  nabothi,  and  1  suspect  that  in  carci- 
noma, it  is  this  apparatus  that  is  the  original 
source  of  the  malignant  ulceration.  The 
opinion  is  deserving  of  attention  ;  because, 
if  it  really  be  to,  it  is  not  unreasonable  to 
hope  that,  in  some  cases  of  genuine  ma- 
lignant ulceration,  if  we  can  but  pare  away 
this  diseased  structure,  we  may  entirely  re* 
move  a  disease,  which  would  otherwise  go 
or  and  destroy  the  patient.  An  operation 
in  principle  of  this  kind,  has  been  per- 
formed, 1  believe,  not  without  its  success, 
by  Oziander,  Dupuytren,  and  Lisfranc,  and 
this  operation  hereafter  more  fully  con- 
sidered, I  strongly  recommend  to  your 
consideration. 

I  shall  now  send  you  round  some  prepa- 
rations, illustrating  and  proving  the  asser- 
tions which  I  have  advanced.  This,  in 
cast,  is  a  very  excellent  specimen  of  the 
uterus  at  the  end  of  the  nine  months.  You 
will  observe  the  position  of  the  viscera 
above  or  behind  the  uterus.  The  uterus  is 
sometimes  of  a  more  rounded,  and,  at  others, 
a  more  oviform  shape,  a  specimen  of  both 
forms  I  here  exhibit. 

In  this  preparation,  you  see  the  absorb- 
ents of  the  uterus.  This  belonged  to  the 
cat ;  the  womb  dilated  and  dried  is  not  un- 
like a  piece  of  intestine,  and  the  absorbents 
remind  one  of  the  lac  teals. 

Here  is  another  preparation  of  the  ab- 
sorbents of  the  human  uterus,  very  nume- 
rous and  large. 

Here  is  one  that  shows  the  muscularity 
of  the  uterus.  A  piece  of  beef  does  not  ex« 
hibit  a  muscularity  more  conspicuous. 

Here  is  another  uterus  inverted,  its  inner 
membrane  having  been  removed,  so  that  you 
may  see  its  structure  the  better.  You  may 
also  distinguish  the  orifice  of  the  fallopian 
tubes. 

Here  is  a  still  finer  preparation  of  the 
some  kind. 

Here  is  a  specimen  of  the  muscularity  of 
the  womb  of  the  rabbit,  showing,  as  usual  in 
this  animal,  one  very  large  vagina,  and  two 
uteri.  It  is  not  necessary  to  tnke  away  the 
peritoneum  to  see  the  muscularity ;  be- 
sides, if  you  examine  a  rabbit  immediately 
after  its  neck  has  hepn  broken  by  the  dealer, 
you  may  see  both  the  wombs  and  the  vagina 


distinctly  moving,  and  with  &  great  deal  of 
activity,  like  the  intestines. 

Here  is  a  preparation  showing  the  ordi- 
nary thickness  of  the  uterus,  which  is  from 
a  quarter  to  a  third  of  an  inch. 

Here  is  a  preparation  of  the  womb  un- 
usually thick  throughout,  nearly  an  inch  ia 
its  measure  from  surface  to  surface. 

Here  is  a  preparation  of  the  uterus  un- 
usually thin,  some  parts  of  it  not  more  than, 
a  line  in  thickness.  Such  a  womb  might  be 
easily  lacerated. 

Here  is  another  preparation,  where  the 
womb  is  not  thicker  than  a  piece  of  brown 
paper ;  recollect  this  preparation,  when- 
ever you  are  introducing  your  band  into  the 
uterus. 

And  here  is  the  os  uteri,  with  its  follicles. ' 
It  is  this  structure  which  is,  I  susjtect,  the 
first  seat  of  the  malignant  ulceration,  and 
by  the  removal  of  which  the  disease  might 
most  probably  be  cured. 


Of  the  Genitals,  and  their  condition  immediately 


If  the  quantity  of  the  liquor  amnii  has  been 
unusually  large,  or  if  a  woman  have  pro- 
duced a  variety  of  children,  the  contraction 
of  the  uterus,  of  course,  gives  rise  to  a  very 
considerable  flaccidity  of  the  abdominal 
coverings ;  indeed  they  are  exceedingly 
flaccid,  even  in  those  cases  where  the  uterus 
has  not  exceeded  the  ordinary  size,  and 
hence  the  propriety  of  the  measure  which  I 
formerly  recommended  to  you  after  de- 
livery— I  mean  the  compression  of  a  bandage, 
as  in  the  case  of  ascites,  60  as  to  give  to  this 
part  an  agreeable  support.  This  flaccidity 
of  the  abdominal  coverings,  however,  gradu- 
ally disappears,  more  slowly  in  some,  and 
more  rapidly  in  others,  so  that  if  the  abdo- 
men were  examined  many  months  after  de- 
livery, or  even  many  weeks,  although  much 
laxity  of  the  coverings  might  remain,  you 
would  not  find  them,  in  the  general,  by  any 
means  so  flaccid  as  immediately  after  par- 
turition. The  use  of  the  bandage  tends,  per- 
haps, to  facilitate  the  contraction  of  the  ab- 
domiunl  teguments,  and  the  acquisition  of 
the  natural  shape,  not  only  immediately 
after  delivery,  but  subsequently  ;  and  £ 
think  it  is  no  had  advice  that  is  given  to 
patients,  for  the  first  few  weeks  properly  to 
support  themselves  with  benduges,  not, 
however,  pressing  upon  the  abdomen  with 
that  degree  of  force  which  may  give  rise  to 
pains.  That  restoration  of  the  abdominal 
coverings  to  their  healthy  tension,  which 
takes  place  spontaneously  in  most  cas^s, 
does  not  invariably  tnke  place  in  all ;  you 
will  now  and  then  meet  with  a  case  in 
which,  in  a  year  or  two  after  delivery,  the 
abdominal  coverings  will  be  as  flaccid  os 
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they  were  immediately  after  the  birth  ;  the 
reason  of  this  failure  of  the  contraction  of 
the  muscles  and  the  skin,  I  confess  myself 
to  be  unable  satisfactorily  to  explain. 

Immediately  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
foetus,  not  only  is  the  abdomen  soft,  but  the  I 
uterus  itself  may  be  felt  to  be  hard  and 
round  ;  in  feel,  not  unlike  the  head  of  a 
•foetus.  You  must  not  be  surprised,  if  the  | 
woman  tell  you  with  alarm,  when  you  first 
visit  her  after  delivery,  that  she  has  a  tu- 
mour in  the  pelvis  ;  for  if  she  have  not  had 
a  child  before,  she  may  not  be  aware  that 
this  tumour  is  healthy  ;  and  the  practitioner 
himself,  if  little  versed  in  midwifery,  may 
be  at  a  loss.  "  I  am  very  much  concerned  to 
find  a  large  round  swelling  in  the  region  of 
the  bladder,"  said  one  of  my  obstetric  friends, 
in  the  true  accent  of  anxiety  ;  "And  I  should 
be  very  much  concerned  if  there  were  not," 
was  my  reply.  "  What  could  a  married  lady 
do  without  her  ntetus  V  As,  however,  the 
absorbents  of  the  uterus  are  numerous  and 
capacious,  and  as  a  good  deal  of  the  bulk  j 
depends  upon  the  blood  with  which  the  [ 
womb  is  loaded,  and  which  seems  to  be  ex- 
pelled from  these  vessels  which  contract  so 
thoroughly  after  delivery,  we  find  that  the 
womb  very  rapidly  shrinks ;  thus,  if  you 
examine  the  uterus  even  at  the  end  of  a 
fortnight  after  parturition,  you  find  it  is 
greatly  reduced  in  its  size  ;  and  if,  at  the 
end  of  five  or  six  weeks,  an  examination  is 
made,  we  may  find  that  die  bulk  of  it  is 
brought  down  to  little  more  than  double  the 
bulk  of  the  womb  in  the  virgin  state,  though 
immediately  after  delivery,  it  is  perhaps 
eight  or  ten  times  as  big. 

Tn  your  morbid  dissections,  I  wish  you 
to  take  every  opportunity  of  examining;  the 
uterus,  a  practice  which,  you  will  recollect, 
I  have  frequently  recommended.  Some  pruc  - 
titioners,  who  have  seen  a  great  deal  of 
midwifery,  have  but  very  little  knowledge 
of  the  womb — of  the  appearance  of  the 
puerperal  uterus.  One  case  1  know  of,  in 
which  the  womb  lay  forth  beyond  the 
external  parts,  and  the  practitioner  mistak- 
ing it  for  a  tumour  which  required  removal, 
used  so  much  force  upon  it,  that  the  patient 
died.  The  uterus  becoming  inverted  in  ano- 
ther case,  the  practitioner,  after  some  hesi- 
tation, determined  it  to  be  a  something  that 
required  extirpation,  and  amputated  it  with 
a  pen- knife  :  but  enough  of  these  horrors, 
l'ray  become  familiar  with  the  characters  of 
the  worafc  after  delivery — examine  the  pre- 
paration. 

Immediately  after  delivery,  there  is  n 
great  deal  of  fiaccidity  in  the  passages 
which  lead  to  the  uterus.  When  the  child 
is  passing,  these  passives  are  laid  thoroughly 
open,  so  that  you  may  with  facility  pass 
your  hand  up  into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus, 


an  operation,  however,  which,  as  I  have 
often  said,  and  as  these  preparations  prove, 
should  never  be  performed,  unless  there  be 
a  peremptory  need.  This  fiaccidity  of  the 
passages  is  the  reason  why  women,  espe- 
cially those  who  have  had  large  families,  on 
rising  too  soon  after  delivery,  feel  as  if  the 
interior  would  drop  away,  or,  to  use  another 
expression,  as  if  the  inside  were  comiog 
forth.  The  ligatures  to  the  pelvis  being  so 
elongated  and  loosened,  and  the  passage 
below  being  so  thoroughly  expanded,  the 
uterus,  unsupported,  necessarily  descends, 
more  or  less,  if  the  woman  rise  ;  and  in  some 
women,  were  they  to  get  up  too  early  after 
delivery,  the  womb  would  lie  forth  between 
the  limbs,  an  accident  which  I  have  myself 
known  to  occur.  After  the  delivery  has 
taken  place,  however,  the  vagina,  more  or 
less,  recovers  its  tone,  so  as  to  approach  to 
its  original  capacity  ;  the  lower  part  espe- 
cially, becomes  nearly  as  tense  and  con- 
tracted as  it  was  before  the  delivery  took 
place  ;  the  upper  portion,  it  is  true,  if  the 
woman  hare  had  five  or  six  children,  al- 
ways remains  wider  than  it  was  when  the 
parts  were  in  the  virgin  condition — whence 
a  tendency  to  descent  of  the  womb.  In 
ordinary  cases,  I  think  it  better  that  the 
woman  should  never  get  up  at  all  till  the 
fifth  day,  reckoning  that  of  delivery  as  the 
first ;  even  then,  immediately  resuming  the 
horizontal  posture,  if  a  bearing  downward 
be  felt,  and  when  the  descent  of  the  womb 
does  take  place,  by  keeping  the  shoulders 
in  a  position  more  depressed  than  the  hips 
for  some  six  or  seven  weeks  together,  the 
accident  may,  I  suspect,  be  remedied  ;  for, 
from  the  cases  that  have  been  narrated  to 
me,  it  appears,  that  where  this  discipline  is 
strictly  observed,  the  vagina  and  ligaments 
sometimes  contract,  and  the  procidentia 
uteri  becomes  gradually  cured.  If  you  ex- 
amine the  puerperal  body,  when  the  patient 
dies  after  delivery,  you  will  find  the  uterus 
is  but  loosely  connected  with  the  pelvis, 
and  this  in  consequence  of  the  broad  liga- 
ments, and  the  vagina,  which  form  its  prin- 
cipal connexions  being  relaxed  and  elon- 
gated. I  am  not  sure,  that  where  an  open- 
ing is  made  above  the  symphysis  pubis  in 
the  puerperal  body,  granting  that  the  parts 
are  not  become  rigid,  as  they  sometimes  are, 
that  you  could  draw  the  uterus  forth,  so  ns 
to  bring  it  out  from  the  pelvis  into  such  posi  • 
tiou,  as  to  allow  of  its  ready  extirpation  by 
the  knife  ;  but  this  subject  1  recommend  to 
your  attention,  for  it  is  one  not  without  its  in- 
terest. You  will  recollect,  that  1  stated  be- 
fore, that  in  the  rabbit,  where  the  conuexious 
of  the  uterus  are  long,  I  have  performed  this 
operation,  and  that  in  the  liviug  animal  ;  1 
have  tukeu  both  the  wombs  completely 
away,  putting  a  ligature  round  the  vagina 
previously.  Of  four  rabbits  on  which  1  tuu» 
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operated,  three  ultimately  did  well.  Now 
it  is  not  impossible  that  a  similar  operation, 
perhaps,  if  the  connexions  were  long,  might 
be  performed  in  the  human  body  itself ;  and, 
provided  it  could  be  performed,  I  am  not 
sure  that,  under  oertain  favouring-  circum- 
stances, it  might  not  diminish  the  dangers 
of  the  Ca>sarian  operation  :  at  this  subject  I 
merely  hint  at  present.  In  a  former  Lecture 
I  treated  of  it  more  at  large.  Let  me  en- 
treat, that  nothing  now  said  may  lead  to  any 
rash  attempts. —  Experiment  —  observe  — 
think. 

The  specimen  I  now  show  yon,  is  one 
Of  half  the  puerperal  uterus,  such  as  it  is 
immediately  after  delivery,  when  thoroughly 
contracted ;  imagine  the  other  half  to  be 
superadded  to  this,  and  you  may  then  form 
a  notion  of  the  size  of  the  womb  after  deli- 
very ;  it  is  as  large  as  the  head  of  a  full- 
gprown  foetus. 

In  this  glass  is  another  specimen  of  the 
womb,  such  as  it  becomes  in  about  three 
weeks  after  parturition  :  you  will  observe 
that  it  is  considerably  reduced  in  its  bulk 
and  thickness. 

Of  the  Utenu  during  the  progress  of  Pregnancy. 

I  need  scarcely  observe  to  you,  that,  as 
pregnancy  advances,  the  bulk  of  the  womb 
enlarges :  at  the  end  of  the  third  month,  it 
is  about  the  size  of  a  full-grown  fatal  head  ; 
at  the  end  of  the  fifth,  of  the  bulk  of  the 
foetus  without  the  head ;  towards  the  close  of 
the  seventh  month,  as  large  as  a  full-grown 
foetus;  and,  at  the  close  of  the  ninth 
month,  bulky  aa  in  the  casta  which  are 
there  laid  before  you.  Now,  thia  great 
increase  of  the  bulk  of  the  uterus  proceeds 
more  slowly  at  the  earlier,  and  more  ra- 
pidly in  the  latter  months,  as  a  very  short 
reflection  may  satisfy  you.  At  the  end 
of  four  months  and  a  fortnight,  that  is,  at 
the  end  of  the  first  half  of  the  period  of 
geBtation,  you  find  the  womb  is  not  much 
bigger  than  the  foetal  head,  while,  during 
the  remaining  period  of  gestation,  the 
other  four  months  and  a  fortnight,  the 
womb  beoomes  as  bulky  as  you  observe  it 
to  be  in  these  casts.  It  is  evident,  there- 
fore, that  there  is  a  much  more  rapid  growth 
in  the  latter  period  of  gestation  than  in  the 
earlier.  The  increase  of  the  bulk  of  the 
uterus  is  to  be  ascribed  to  two  causes  prin- 
ci pally  ;  one,  the  mere  growth  of  the  ovum 
within  the  uterus,  which  dilates  it,  much 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  urine  does  the 
bladder ;  the  other,  not  less  interesting, 
the  actual  addition  of  solid  substance  to 
the  uterus  ;  there  being  a  growth  of  all  its 
structures,  which  become  enlarged  and  de- 
veloped. It  was  imagined  by  the  older 
practitioners,  that  the  enlargement  of  the 
»)y  from  distention,  like 


the  enlargement  of  the  urinaTy  bladder,  ot 
rectum  ;  but  that  there  really  is  an  addition 
to  the  substance  of  the  womb,  ia  proved, 
first,  by  our  finding  it  as  thick,  and  some- 
times thicker,  at  the  end,  than  at  the  be- 
ginning of  pregnancy ;  and,  secondly,  by 
our  observing  when  the  womb  is  tho- 
roughly emptied,  that  it  still  remains  eight 
or  ten  times  as  bulky  as  it  is  in  the  unim- 
pregnated  state. 

When  the  womb  is  growing,  in  the  pro- 
gress  of  pregnancy,  it  should  be  observed, 
the  growth  does  not  equally  affect  all  its 
parts  during  the  first  five  months ;  the 
growth,  whether  from  distention  or  deve- 
loped structure,  is  confined  principally  to  • 
the  body  of  the  uterus,  while  the  neck  be- 
low enlarges  but  little,  and  remains  attached 
to  tbe  body  in  the  way  of  a  sort  of  appen- 
dage. It  is,  therefore,  principally  during 
the  last  months  that  the  growth  of  the 
neck  proceeds  ;  and  this  goes  on  in  such  a 
maimer,  that,  at  the  end  of  pregnancy, 
this  neck  is  forming  a  part  of  the  general 
receptacle  for  the  ovum,  and,  at  this  part, 
the  head  of  the  child  generally  lodges.  Ob- 
serve the  preparations. 

Now,  in  a  practical  way,  it  is  important 
to  remember,  that  a  sort  of  relation  has 
been  traced  between  the  length  of  the  neck 
of  the  uterus,  and  the  end  of  the  preg- 
nancy, insomuch  that,  to  ascertain  what  is 
the  length  of  the  neck,  and  how  far  it  is, 
or  is  not,  dilated,  we  may  form  a  notion  of 
the  progress  gestation  has  made.  During 
the  first  five  months  of  pregnancy,  the  neck, 
I  have  said,  remaina  undilated,  being  of  or- 
dinary length— an  inch  and  a  half,  I  mean, 
which  is  its  original  dimension :  but,  at  the  end 
of  the  sixth  month,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
neck  has  lost  about  one-third  of  this  length, 
or  half  an  inch  ;  at  the  termination  of  the  se- 
venth month,  another  third,  or  another  half 
an  inch ;  while,  at  the  close  of  the  other  two 
months,  it  loses  also  the  remaining  third  ; 
so  that  in  the  commencement  of  the  de- 
livery, if  you  make  an  examination,  you 
find  the  os  uteri  immediatety  opening  into 
the  cavity  of  the  womb,  the  canal  of  the 
neck  having  disappeared  altogether. 

In  two  ways,  in  obstetric  practice,  those 
who  have  the  skilful  and  perfect  use  of  their 
fingers,  may  learu  the  length  of  the  neck  of 
the  womb.  Sometimes — but,  on  the  whole, 
I  do  not  recommend  this  mode,  for  fear  of 
disturbing  the  ovum — the  finger  sometimes 
may  be  slipped  conveniently  enough  along 
the  canal,  so  that  you  just  touch  the  mem- 
branes, and,  of  course,  taking,  at  the 
same  time,  the  measure  from  the  mouth 
to  the  cavity ;  but,  for  general  use,  the 
best  way  is  to  place  the  woman  in  the 
ordinary  posture  of  delivery,  on  ber  left 
side,  and  then  to  pass  up  the  two  fore- 
fingers of  the  left  band,  aa  if  you  were. 
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going  to  make  th#  common  examination, 
ultimately  planting  those  fingers  between 
the  symphysis  pubis  and  the  mouth  of  the 
womb.  This  done,  you  carry  those  fingers 
upward  and  forward,  so  as  to  touch  the 
body  of  the  uterus,  frequently  to  be  felt ;  and 
if  the  vagina  be  relaxed,  and  if  this  be  ac- 
complished, the  distance  between  the  body 
and  the  mouth  of  the  uterus  will  give  the 
measure  of  the  neck. 

The  situation  of  the  uterus  is  found  to 
vary  in  utero,  according  to  its  growth  and 
the  age  of  gestation.  During  the  first 
four  months,  or  the  first  four  months  and  a 
fortnight,  when,  as  observed  before,  the 
womb,  even  at  largest,  is  scarcely  bigger 
than  the  head  of  a  full-grown  foetus,  we  find 
it  is  lodging  in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis, 
principally  in  the  lower  part,  especially  if 
a  woman  lias  a  large  pelvis.  Now,  when  it 
is  thus  lodging  in  the  lower  half  below  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  sometimes  the  intestines 
are  compressed,  and  those  who  are  disposed 
to  haimorrhoidal  affections,  and  to  irritation 
of  the  bladder  and  bowels,  may  suffer  a 
good  deal  of  inconvenience  about  this  time, 
from  tenesmus,  and  frequent  desire  to  pass 
the  water.  Hut  of  all  the  symptoms  aris- 
ing from  this  descent,  the  one  not  the  least 
troublesome,  is  the  feeling  of  bearing  down, 
the  womb  frequently  descending  a  little, 
and,  in  some  cases,  eveu  protruding  beyond 
the  external  parts ;  though,  happily,  ex- 
treme descent  is  rare.  These  symptoms  are 
apt  to  occur,  more  especially  in  the  first 
months,  being  produced  by  the  cause  I  have 
mentioned— the  descent  of  the  womb,  more 
or  les6,  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  but  dur- 
ing the  last  months  of  pregnancy,  when  the 
womb  becomes  bulky,  and  gets  its  resting- 
place  entirely  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
of  course,  the  sensation  of  bearing  down  is 
relieved.  In  this  situation,  however,  fur- 
ther iuconvenieuces  may  arise  ;  for  the  blad- 
der, when  full,  being  interposed  between 
the  surface  of  the  hard  uterus,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  abdominal  coverings  on  the 
other,  whenever  the  patient  laughs  heartily, 
or  has  any  sudden  abdominal  movement, 
there  is  a  forcible  pressure  on  the  bladder, 
and  the  urine  is  made  to  gush  out ;  so  that 
she  has  a  sort  of  incontinence  produced. 
Moreover,  a  chance  of  the  situation  of  the 
uterus  gives  it  a  bearing  on  the  liver,  and, 
more  or  less  directly,  it  may  press  on  the 
biliary  ducts,  aud  give  rise  to  jaundice,  apt 
to  occur  about  the  sixth  or  seventh  month, 
sometimes  not  terminating  till  after  the  de- 
livery, when  the  pressure  has  been  removed, 
and  sometimes  ceasing  in  the  ninth  month, 
when  the  womb  approaching  to  its  full  size, 
the  principal  pressure  is  transferred  to  some 
other  part. 

The  woml),  when  large,  taking  its  plaoe 
above  the  brim  of  ihe  pelvis,  the  -  intestines 


generally  lodge  above  and  behind  ;  so  that 
if  a  woman  have  been  labouring  under  a 
hernia  which  is  reducible,  whether  femoral 
or  inguinal,  the  descent  of  the  gut  may  be 
prevented  by  the  interposed  womb  ;  and 
thus  it  has  happened,  that  women  who 
have  been  liable  to  hernia,  have,  by  a 
repetition  of  pregnancy,  been  kept,  in 
good  measure,  free  from  it.  Women,  how- 
ever, sometimes  labour  under  irreduci- 
ble hernias  of  the  femoral  kind  ;  and  when 
they  become  pregnant  with  this  disease, 
then  there  is  always  a  risk  of  strangulation  ; 
the  uterus  enlarging,  presses  the  intestines 
backwards  and  upwards,  (observe  the  cast,) 
and,  of  consequence,  it  gradually  brings  the 
gut  to  its  bearing  on  the  upper  margin  of 
the  orifice  of  the  sac,  so  that  all  the  symp- 
toms of  strangulation  are  produced.  Cases 
of  this  kind  are  exceedingly  rare.  A  man 
may  practise  a  long  time  before  he  meets 
with  a  single  instance  of  them  ;  but  when 
produced,  it  is  exceedingly  dangerous.  The 
strangulation  here  is  not  occasioned  by  any 
want  of  room  in  the  orifice  of  the  sac,  nor  is 
it  to  be  relieved  by  any  enlargement  of  that 
orifice  ;  but  it  is  the  retraction  of  the  intes- 
tine against  the  superior  edge  of  the  aper- 
ture, whether  that  be  large  or  small,  which 
occasions  all  the  danger.  If  the  practitioner 
were  called  to  the  case  where  the  symptoms 
are  pressing,  it  would  be  difficult  to  know 
how  to  deal  with  it ;  I  really  do  not  know 
what  would  be  the  best  thing  to  be  done  ; 
perhaps  the  discharge  of  the  liquor  amnii 
would  lower  the  uterus,  and  diminish  the  re- 
traction ;  hut  if  the  practitioner  were  called 
to  the  case  early,  1  should  conceive,  that  by 
discharging  the  liquor  amnii,  be  would  great- 
ly benefit  the  patient  ;  for  the  effect  of  this 
operation  would  be  an  immediate  relief  of 
the  tension,  followed  ultimately  by  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  foetus,  and  the  collapse  of  the 
uterus,  with  a  reasonable  hope  that  the  dis- 
ease would  be  permanently  and  radically 
cured.  Patients,  with  hernia,  ought  to 
know  the  incipient  symptoms  of  strangula- 
tion, and  should  send  promptly  for  help. 

It  seems,  then,  that  in  the  earlier  months 
of  pregnancy,  the  womb  is  below  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis  ;  and  that,  in  the  latter  months, 
it  is  lying  entirely  above.  It  is  clear,  there- 
fore, that  there  must  be  a  certain  period  at 
which  an  ascent  takes  place,  and  this  seems 
to  be  somewhere  about  the  fourth  month ; 
for  at  this  time  it  is  that  the  womb,  ac- 
quiring the  bulk  of  the  mass  here  exhibited 
to  you,  becomes  too  large  to  sink  readily  be- 
low the  brim.  Now,  in  some  very  rare  cases, 
this  ascent  of  the  womb  does  not  take 
place  in  the  fourth  month  as  it  ought  to  do, 
and  it  continues  to  grow  rapidly  in  the  pel- 
vis; and  the  consequence  of  this  is,  ob- 
struction of  the  rectum,  obstruction  of  the 
bladder,  and  a  great  deal  of  pain  felt  in  the 
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uterus  itself,  and  in  the  hips,  thighs,  hack,  I 
aad  all  the  parts  usually  the  seat  of  uterine 
suffering.  Now  this  case  may  be  wholly 
misunderstood  ;  you,  perhaps,  mistake  it  fur 
a  retrorertion  of  the  uterus,  though  it  is 
easily  made  out  by  examination  ;  for,  on 
making  your  examination,  you  discover  a 
large  tumour  filling  the  pelvis,  with  the  os 
uteri  so  low  down,  that  it  may  be  perceived 
at  first  touch.  To  reduce  the  uterus  may 
not  be  difficult,  when  the  bladder  has  been 
thoroughly  evacuated  previously,  and  the 
urine  generally  accumulates  largely  in 
thesa  cases.  While  the  bladder  remaius 
over  distended,  the  return  of  the  womb 
is  rendered  both  difiicult  and  dangerous; 
for  if  the  uterus  were  forced  above  the 
brim,  disruption  of  the  bladder  might  occur. 
Beware,  therefore,  of  these  rush  attempts 
at  reduction  ;  the  safer  practice  seems  to 
be  that  of  taking  a  very  small  and  flattened 
catheter,  to  be  cautiously  insinuated  into 
the  bladder,  after  which  the  wat^r  may  be 
drawn  away  easily  enough,  and  then  the 
womb  may  be  replaced  above  the  brim  of 
the  pelvis,  and  to  prevent  a  reiterated  de- 
scent, the  woman  may  be  confined  for  a  few 
days  to  the  horizontal  posture,  till  the  ute- 
rus is  become  too  large  to  come  down.  In 
the  general,  however,  in  the  fourth  month, 
the  uterus  does  not,  in  this  way,  remain  in 
the  pelvis,  but  rises  imperceptibly  above  the 
brim, probably  at  night,  when  the  woman  is  in 
bed,  and  the  ascent  may  take  place  in  a  man- 
ner so  gradual,  that  the  woman  may  not  have 
felt  any  change.  There  is,  however, a  peculiar 
sensation  perceived  about  the  fourth  month, 
and  which  is  denominated  the  quickening, 
accompanied  with  sickness  of  the  stomach, 
a  certain  perturbation  of  mind,  and  a  feeling 
of  emotion  in  the  pelvis  below;  this  is 
usually  ascribed  to  the  first  movement  of 
the  child  observed  by  the  mother  ;  but  1 
think  it  is  reasonably  enough  suggested  by 
Burns,  that  it  moy  he  produced  by  the  sud- 
den rising  of  the  uterus  from  the  true  to  the 
false  pelvis. 

As  pregnancy  advances,  and  as  the  womb 
rises  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  of  course  the 
fundus  of  it  gets  higher  and  higher,  and 
there  is  a  certain  relation  of  height  between 
the  fundus  uteri  and  the  age  of  gestation, 
with  which  it  may  not  he  amiss  that  you 
should  acquaint  yourselves.    Now  we  fiud, 
tbat  during  the  first  three  months  the  womb 
lies  very  much  within  the  brim  and  cavityjof 
the  pelvis,  where  the  fundus  may  be  telt, 
nnd  it  is  not  till  the  end  of  the  fourth  moutli 
that  the  fundus  is  found  to  be  risen  fairly 
bove  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  At  the  end  of 
he  5th  month,  the  fundus  is  a  little  higher ; 
.t  the  termination  of  the  6th  month  it  lies  a 
ittle  below  the  umbilicus ;  at  the  end  of  the 
th  month,  a  little  above ;  at  the  end  of  the 
jjghih.  month,  it  takes  its  place  half  way 


between  the  umbilicus  and  the  serobicu*. 
tut  coi-dit,  and  in  the  close  of  gestation  it  lies 
in  the  scrohiculus  cordis  itself,  unless,  in- 
deed, that  contraction  have  taken  place, 
which  sometimes  occurs  some  two  or  three 
days  before  the  expulsion  of  the  foetus. 

Some  of  these  points  1  shall  now  endea- 
vour to  demonstrate  to  you,  and,  in  the  first 
place,  with  respect  to  bulk,  we  may  observe 
here  a  preparation,  showing  the  uterus  of  the 
size  of  four  months,  another  of  the  bulk  of 
five  months,  a  third  of  seven  months,  and  a 
fourth  of  nine.  Observing  these  prepara- 
tions, you  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
neck  of  the  uterus,  which,  as  before  stated, 
appears  in  the  fifth  month  to  be  connected 
with  the  body  as  a  sort  of  appendage.  In 
the  preparation,  consisting  of  an  eight- 
month  uterus,  the  neck  is  somewhat  dilated  ; 
it  is  more  so  in  the  preparation  approaching 
to  nine  months,  and  at  the  full  period  of 
gestation,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  preparation 
here  shown,  the  dilatation  is  thoroughly 
completed,  the  canal  being  destroyed  alto- 
gether, so  that  when  the  head  sinks  down, 
the  parts  below  it  rest  upon  the  mouth  of 
the  womb. 


BIRMINGHAM  SCHOOL  OF  SUR- 
GERY AND  MEDICINE. 

dr.  Pearson's  introductory  address. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sin, — I  beg  leave  to  hand  to  you  (with, 
the  consent  of  the  lecturer)  the  preliminary 
address  delivered  at  the  opening  of  the 
School  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  in  Birming- 
ham this  day,  by  Dr.  K.  Pearson. 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  Cox,  Honorary  Secretary, 
24,  Temple  Row,  Oct.  20, 1828. 

Gentlemen,— Before  I  proceed  to  deliver 
the  discourse  which  I  have  prepared  for  the 
present  occasion,  it  will  be  expected  that  I 
should  offer  a  few  remarks  relative  to  the 
origin  and  formation  of  this  Institution. 
The  most  superficial  observer  must  have 
perceived  how  much  superior,  in  every  re- 
spect, the  present  slate  of  society  is,  to  the 
state  in  which  it  was  twenty  or  thirty  years 
ago.  In  what  does  this  superiority  consist  ? 
Is  it  not  in  the  higher  degree  of  mental  im- 
provement throughout  every  walk  of  life  ? 
iiut  how  has  this  pleasing  change  been 
effected?  How  have  the  various  ranks  in 
society  emerged  from  comparative  ignorance 
aud  uncivilizution,  into  the  present  degree 
of  culture  and  refinement  1  1  answer,  by 
the  increased  attention,  given,  to  education. 
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by  the  establishment  of  rations  institu- 
tions calculated  to  diffuse  knowledge  and 
science,  and  to  promote  a  taste  for  the  arts. 
Look  at  what  has  been  done  in  the  metru- 
poliB  in  this  way.  What  a  number  of  lite-  I 
rary  and  scientific  institutions  have  sprung 
up  there  within  a  very  few  years,  to  which 
may  now  be  added  the  two  universities. 
From  the  metropolis  let  us  turn  our  eyes  to 
onr  large  provincial  towns — to  Liverpool, ' 
Manchester,  and  Bristol,  and  we  shall  see  j 
that  this  spirit  of  the  times,  this  ardour  for  1 
mental  improvement,  has  spread  itself  there 
also.  We  shall  see  that  there  also  educa- 
tion, in  all  its  branches,  has  been  promoted — 
that  there  also  the  fine  arts  and  the  useful 
arts  have  been  encouraged,  and  that  in  those 
towns,  as  well  as  in  the  capital  of  the 
empire,  temples  dedicated  to  science  have 
been  erected,  and  their  portals  thrown 
open  to  all  who  desire  to  enter.  It  would 
indeed  have  been  a  reproach  if  Birming- 
ham had  viewed  with  indifference  all  that 
has  been  going  on  in  this  way  iu  rival 
towns ;  but  Birmingham  has,  nil  along, 
been  actuated  by  the  very  same  spirit, 
omitting  its  excellent  charitable  institutions 
relating  to  education,  I  will  instance,  as 
suited  to  the  present  purpose,  and  ns  form- 
ing an  era  in  the  history  of  this  town,  its 
public  libraries,  its  Philosophical  Institu- 
tion* its  Mechanics'  Institution,  and  its  two 
institutions  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
fine  arts,  in  die  support  of  which  the  libe- 
rality of  many  of  the  neighbouring  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  has  been  so  conspicuously 
displayed.  But  amidst  all  these  improve- 
ments, there  was  yet  wanting  a  school  of 
medicine  and  surgery.  This  has,  at  length, 
been  established  after  the  example  of  those 
at  Manchester,  Liverpool,  and  Bristol, 
where  the  utility  of  such  schools  to  young 
men  brought  up  to  the  profession,  has  been 
amply  proved  during  the  space  of  several 
years.  But  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  state 
the  information  on  this  subject,  communi- 
cated by  Mr.  Watson,  secretary  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Company  to  the  Committee 
on  Anatomy,  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Commons  during  the  last  session  of  Parlia- 
ment. 4 '  On  an  average,"  (says  Mr.  Wat- 
son,) "  during  the  last  seven  years,  shout 
400  students  have  been  examined  annually 
by  the  Court  of  Examiners  at  Apothecaries' 
Hall  ;  these  have  not  all  been  educated  in 
London,  many  have  been  in  attendance  at 
Edinburgh,  some  have  been  wholly  educated 
at  Manchester — and,  of  late,  several  English 
students  have  received  their  instructions 
from  teachers  in  Dublin.  No  young  men 
come  before  the  Court  better  qualified,  in  every 
respect,  than  those  who  have  been  entirely  educated 
at  Manchester,  where  excellent  lectures  in 
e?eiy  branch  of  medicine  are  given  by  compe- 
tent teachers,  and  the  Manchester  Infirmary 


affords,  under  the  physicians  belonging  „to 
it,  most  ample  opportunities  for  the  acquire- 
ment of  practical  knowledge."  A  stronger 
proof  than  this,  of  the  utility  of  provincial 
medical  schools,  there  cannot  be.  Now 
Birmingham  being  little,  if  at  all  inferior  to 
the  above-mentioned  towns  in  wealth  and 
population,  it  is  obvious  that  the  aggregate 
amount  of  young  men  brought  up  to  the 
medical  profession  in  this  place  aud  neigh- 
bourhood, must  be  nearly  as  great  as  in 
those  places.  The  demand,  therefore,  for  a 
school  of  medicine  and  surgery  must  be  the 
same.  Under  this  conviction,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  has  been 
formed  the  present  Institution,  which  has 
been  honoured  with  the  patronage  of  the 
following  noblemen  and  geulleincu: — 

Marquis  of  Lansdowne 

Earl  of  Plymouth 

Earl  Fitzwilliam 

Earl  Spencer 

Earl  of  Bradford 

Earl  Howe 

Earl  of  Mountnorris 

Lord  Viscount  Hood 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  the  diocese 

The  Hon.  Mr.Lvttleton 

Sir  G.  Shepwith*  Bart. 

Sir  Robert  Peel,  Bart. 

Sir  Eardley  Wilmot,  Bart. 

D.  Stratford  Dugdale,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Frances  Lawley,  Esq.,  M.P. 

We  ore  proud,  as  indeed  we  ought  to  be, 
of  the  names  of  these  distinguished  charac- 
ters ;  men  not  more  respected  for  their  rank 
and  titles,  than  for  their  highly-cultivated 
minds,  their  benevolent  principles,  aud  their 
uniform  attention  to  public  good.  By  their 
courtesy  in  the  present  instance,  they  have 
evinced  the  estimation  in  which  they  hold 
the  medical  profession,  and  their  desire  to 
promote  its  interests ;  and  the  sanction 
which  they  have  been  pleased  to  confer  on 
this  school,  cannot  but  give  additional  sti- 
mulus to  our  exertions.  Whilst  speaking  of 
our  patrons,  1  mustnotorait  to  mention  how 
much  our  institution  has  been  befriended 
by  the  three  senior  physicians  of  this  town, 
1  mean  Dr.  Edward  Johnstone,  Dr.  John 

j  Johnstone,  and  Dr.  Male.  With  their  ac- 
customed liheraliiy,  thesa  gentlemen  havo 
thrown  open  their  libraries  to  us,  and  have 
allowed  us  the  use  of  many  valuable  plates 
relative  to  the  departments  of  unatomy  and 
botany;  and  Or.  John  Johnstone  has  per- 
mitted the  lecturer  on  the  practice  of  phv- 

[sic,  in  addition  to  his  own,  to  avail  himself 

;  of  his  privileges  with  respect  to  the  admis- 
sion of  pupils  at  the  General  Hospital,  an 

;  arrangement  which  caunct  but  be  advanta- 
geous to  the  school.  I  should  now  say 
something  concerning  our  resources  and  ap- 
paratus.  Through  the  persevering  eft'tuM 
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of  the  lecturer  on  on  atomy  for  four  years,  a ' 
museum  has  been  formed,  comprising  pre- 
parations which  exhibit  the  structure  of  the 
Tarious  parta  of  the  human  body,  and  are 
fully  adequate  to  all  the  purposes  of  elemen- 
tary lectures  on  those  important  branches  j 
of  medical  study,  anatomy,  and  physiology, ' 
and  I  should  add,  that  several  professional 
friends  have  allowed  us  the  use  of  select 

Preparations  from  their  private  collections, 
'hese  obligations  are  duly  acknowledged 
in  the  notices  affixed  to  the  preparations 
themselves. 

In  regard  to  our  Herbarium,  I  cannot  say 
much  in  favour  of  it  in  its  present  state  ; 
but  every  opportunity  will  be  seized  of  mak- 
ing additions  to  it ;  and  already  Mr.Knowles 
lias  presented  us  with  several  dried  speci- 
mens of  medical  plants  ;  but  our  chief  re- 
source is  in  botanical  plates,  which  have 
now  been  brought  to  such  a  degree  of  per- 
fection, as  almost  to  supersede  a  reference 
to  living  and  dried  specimens.  In  proof  of 
this  remark,  we  may  instance  the  large  and 
splendid  plates  in  Mr.  Hoscoe's  description 
of  plants  cultivated  in  the  botanic  garden  of 
Liverpool.  Some  of  these  plates,  through 
the  kindness  of  one  of  our  patrons  before 
mentioned,  now  lie  on  the  table  for  your  in- 
spection, ns  well  as  other  botanical  plates 
with  which  we  have  been  favoured,  through 
the  politeness  of  an  accomplished  and  lite- 
rary lady,  whose  name  we  are  not  at  liberty 
to  mention.  I  may  add,  our  cabinet  of  Ma- 
teria Medica  is  provided  with  specimens  of 
the  new  chemical  medica)  preparations,  by 
Mr.  Morson,  of  Southampton-Row,  London. 
I  must  be  allowed  to  mention  the  advantage 
the  school  will  derive  from  my  esteemed  col- 
league. His  learning  and  judgment  are 
well  known,  and,  without  his  co-operation, 
the  lectures  in  this  department  could  not  be 
Carried  through. 

The  lecturer  in  the  department  of  the 
Practice  of  Physic  has  ample  resources  in 
his  well  stored  librury,  and  in  the  opportu- 
nities which  his  situation,  as  one  of  the 
physicians  of  the  General  Hospital,  affords 
him,  of  illustrating  his  instructions  on 
the  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  bed  side  of 
the  patients,  and  his  experience,  his  acute- 
ness  of  observation,  and  his  zeal,  make  him 
particularly  qualified  for  the  department  he 
has  filled. 

The  gentlemen  who  have  undertaken  the 
departments  of  surgeiy  and  midwifery,  are 
men  of  standing  and  experience  in  the  pro- 
fession, and  will  have  opportunities  of  re- 
ferring the  students  to  cases  at  the  hospital 
and  dispensary,  in  illustration  of  the  princi- 
ples and  practice  stated  in  their  lectures. 

Lastly,  the  lecturer  on  chemistry  is  pro- 
vided with  a  good  apparatus  for  the  purpose. 
He  hat  long  been  in  the  habit  of  teaching, 
and  all  bis  lecture*  hare  gwen  aatiafiictiou. 


Thus,  gentlemen,  has  been  laid  ia  the 

town  the  foundation  of  a  school  of  medicine 
and  surgery,  which,  we  hope,  will  stand  the 
teat  of  time,  and  prove  a  constantly  increas- 
ing source  of  useful  information  ;  for  what 
branch  of  education  can  be  more  important 
to  society,  than  that  which  haa  for  its  ob- 
ject the  removal  of  disease,  and  the  conse- 
quent prolongation  of  life.  The  lecturer* 
are  well  aware  of  the  arduous  task  tbey 
have  undertaken,  but  being  animated  by  a 
proper  zeal  and  anxiety  in  the  cause,  they 
trust  that,  by  perseverance  and  assiduity, 
they  shall  discharge  their  respective  duties, 
in  a  manner  that  shall  be  creditable  tof" 
selves,  and  beneficial  to  the  pupils. 


CASKS  OF  INTERMITTENT  FEVEE,  IN  WHICH 
BLEEDING  WAS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  COLD 
BTAOE. 

Bu John  Mackintosh,  MJ).,  Lecturer  on 
the  Practice  of  Phytic,  ojc,  in  Edinburgh. 

(Continued  from  page  77.) 

Case  16. — Gunner  James  Anderson,  aged 
20.  Has  been  four  years  a  soldier.  Served 
in  the  Mediterranean  for  eighteen  months. 
Had  several  attacks  of  intermittent,  for 
which  he  was  taken  into  hospital  in  one  of 
the  Ionian  Islands ;  and  aince  his  return  to 
England  had  two  different  returns  of  the 
disease.  He  describes  his  sufferings  to  have 
been  always  very  acute  during  each  pa- 
roxysm. Haa  otherwise  enjoyed  good  health 
all  his  life.  Appears  to  have  had  a  good 
constitution,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a 
yellow  tinge,  looks  healthy.  He  is  stout, 
well  made,  and  about  five  feet  ten  inchea 
high.  By  trade  a  weaver.  A  native  of 
Glasgow. 

:trd  April,  1828.  Presented  himself  this 
morning  at  the  hospital,  labouring  under  all 
the  usual  symptoms  of  inflammatory  fever, 
and  complaining  much  of  pain  in  his  head 
and  loins.  Thirst  is  urgent.  Skin  hot  and 
dry.  Pulse  130,  full  and  hard.  Hard  cough. 
Stated  that  he  had  been  attacked  about  day- 
light with  severe  cold  shivering,  which  af- 
ter continuing  for  several  hours,  terminated 
in  a  state  of  heat  and  fever.  In  the  course 
of  a  few  hours  after  admission,  perspiration 
came  on,  and  the  urgent  symptoms  gradually 
declined  as  usual. 

4.  Passed  an  indifferent  night.  Com- 
plains of  cough,  with  which  he  says  he  haa 
become  affected  since  his  arrival  at  this  sta* 
tion  on  the  12th  March  last ;  that  it  become* 
much  worse  as  soon  as  he  begins  to  shiver. 
After  the  paroxysm  is  over,  a  slight  expec- 
toration takes  plsce,  which  relieves  the 
cough  till  the  next  attack. 
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The  paroxysm  of  yesterday  was  the  fourth, 
with  a  day  intervening  hetween  each.  He 
is  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  and 
Says  it  is  the  same  he  had  in  the  Ionian 
Islatids,  and  at  Woolwich. 
■  Continued  in  the  same  state,  having  a  se- 
vere paroxysm  every  third  day  till  the  end 
•f  the  month,  when  he  complained  of  more 
than  the  usaal  sufferings,  His  skin  became 
of  a  bright  yellow  colour,  and  be  was  reliev- 
ed by  vomiting  a  large  quantity  of  bilious 
matter.  ■ 

The  attacks- still  continued;  they  have 
anticipated  the  usual  time  by  several  hours, 
so  that  the  different  gentlemen  who  went  to 
the  hospital  to  bleed  him  in  the  cold  stage, 
were  either  too  soon  or  too  late,  and  no  one 
was  fortunate  enough  to  drop  in  in  time,  till 
Mr.  Drever,  one  of  my  pupils,  remained  in 
the  hospital  all  night,  and  he  was  then  bled 
i«  the  cold  stage.  The  following  account 
was  written  by  that  gentleman. 

"  I  was  called  til  half  past  one  a.  m.,  May 
10th,  to  see  Anderson,  soon  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  cold  sensations.  At  two 
.  o'clock,  after  the  rigours  had  been  violent  for 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  1  proceeded  to 
bleed  him.  The  thermometer  placed  under 
the  tongue  stood  at  9">°.  The  pulse  beat 
130  and  weak,  so  as  to  be  counted  with  dif- 
ficulty. A  large  opening  was  made  in  a  vein , 
but  the  blood  only  trickled  ;  being  afraid 
that  the  opening  had  not  been  properly  made, 
I  tied  up  the  opposite  arm  and  made  a  good 
orifice  in  another  vein,  bur  the  blood  still 
only  trickled  ;  and  as  the  rigours  continued 
very  violent,  I  gave  him  nearly  a  wine  glass- 
ful of  spirits  ;  and  in  a  minute  or  two  the 
blood  spouted  in  a  large  stream,  and  thirty 
ounces  were  quickly  evacuated,  when  vo- 
miting and  a  tendency  to  syncope  took  place. 
The  tremors  had  entirely  ceased,  and  all  the 
unpleasant  sensations.  The  patient  express- 
ed, in  strong  terms,  the  ease  which  had  so 
suddenly  been  produced.  In  five  or  six  mi- 
nutes after  the  arms  were  tied  up,  the  tre- 
mours  returned  for  a  few  minutes,  aud  then 
entirely  subsided.    Pulse  100. 

"  I  visited  him  again  at  the  end  of  six 
hours,  whert  he  told  me  he  had  slept  very 
comfortably  Pulse  ?0.  Upon  being  asked 
to  atate  the  extent  of  the  relief  he  experi- 
enced from  the  bleeding,  he  told  me  that 
there  was  a  load  taken  from  his  breast  aud 
head,  and  no  painful  feeling  was  left." 

At  two  regular  periods  since  the  bleed- 
ing, he  was  conscious  of  feeling  heavy  and 
sleepy,  but  had  no  tendency  to  rigor,  or 
even  to  feel  cold,  although  the  weather  has 
been  exceedingly  changeable,  and  for  the 
most  part  cold,  the  wind  easterly.  He  has 
had  no  kind  of  medicines  but  laxatives  to 
keep  the  bowels  comfortable. 

Case  17.— Gunner  Robert  Young,  aged 


42.   Was  in  hospital  for  several  months 

during  the  winter,  complaining  of  pain  in 
the  chest,  cough,  and  copious  expectora- 
tion, together  with  emaciation,  prostration 
of  strength,  and  heavy  night  sweats.  For 
four  or  five  weeks,  the  expectoration  was 
bloody,  and  amounted,  on  an  average,  to 
about  three  gills  a-day.  His  pulse  was  ne- 
ver under  100.  The  sound  of  respiration  on 
the  light  side  of  the  chest  was  deficient, 
while  it  was  puerile  in  many  parts  of  the 
left  lung,  and  there  was  no  rale  to  be  heard 
any  where.  Contrary  to  expectation  he  be- 
came much  better  under  the  use  of  consider- 
able doses  of  the  acetate  of  lead  ;  and  coun- 
ter-irritation produced  by  tartar-emetic  oint- 
ment to  the  surface  of  the  chest.  When 
his  recover}'  was  considerably  advanced, 
and  in  order  to  give  him  the  best  possible 
chance,  he  was  sent  on  leave  to  his  native 
place  ;  and,  when  thete,  was  seised  with 
intermittent  fever,  which  induced  him  to 
return  before  his  time  had  expired. 

After  having  experienced  many  severe 
paroxysms,  he  was  taken  into  hospital,  and 
on  Sunday  18th  May,  18*8,  the  following 
report  was  made  : 

Felt  the  cold  fit  coming  on  at  half  past 
twelve  this  forenoon.  In  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  the  trrmoura  were  so  violent  as  to  shake 
the  bed.  From  the  commencement  of  the 
cold  fit,  he  coughed  incessantly,  without  ex- 
pectoration, and  complained  of  excessive 
coldness,  together  with  pain  in  the  head, 
chest,  belly  and  back.  Heat  of  the  room 
65°.  Thermometer  placed  under  the  tongue 
90°;  held  in  the  hand  it  fell  to  76°.  Pulse 
7:>,  and  very  weak.  After  the  rigors  had 
continued  with  violence  for  ten  or  twelve 
minutes,  a  rein  was  opened.  The  first  cup, 
which  was  filled  in  five  minutes,  heW  twelve 
ounces  ;  by  the  time  it  was  half  filled,  the 
pain  had  vanished  from  the  head  and  chest, 
the  cough  had  ceased  entirely.  When  the 
twelve  ounces  were  taken  he  said  the  pain 
had  now  left  the  back,  and  that  a  very  warm, 
pleasant  sensation  was  gradually  spreading 
from  his  back  over  his  bowels  and  breast. 
The  second  cup  held  betweeu  eight  and 
nine  ounces ;  and  it  was  filled  in  two  mi- 
nutes. The  blood  flowed  with  more  force, 
but  not  in  so  large  a  stream.  The  tremours 
gradually  subsided,  and  all  unpleasant  sen- 
sations disappeared  before  the  arm  was 
tied  up.  The  breathing  was  easy  and  natu- 
ral. Heat  under  the  tongue  93°.  Pulse  92, 
of  tolerable  strength.  There  was  no  sense 
of  sickness,  or  tendency  to  syncope.  He 
was  again  visited  in  twentv  minutes,  and 
found  quite  comfortable.  On  being  asked 
if  he  felt  weak,  he  replied,  he  did  not,  but 
that  he  did  not  know  exactly  how  he  might 
be  if  he  were  upon  his  legs.  In  the  even- 
ing he  continued  quite  well:  but  had  a  little 
heat  of  skin,  which  was  found  to  be  owing 
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to  the  great  number  of  blanketi  he  trill  had 

upon  hits.  Upon  their  removal  the  heat 
d  sappeared.  As  he  had  had  free  motions 
from  his  bowels  through  the  course  of  the 
day,  no  medicine  was  ordered. 

20.  Had  a  paroxysm  this  morning,  but 
it  was  slight,  and  was  not  attended  with  the 
cough,  or  the  other  severe  symptoms  des- 
cribed in  the  report  of  Sunday.  The  pa- 
roxysm was  over  before  I  reached  the  hos- 
pital, otherwise  I  would  have  bled  him 
again  in  the  cold  stage. 

22.  He  had  another  paroxysm,  after  which 
the  quinine  was  exhibited,  which  appeared 
now  to  have  the  efFect  of  preventing  a  re- 
currence of  the  disease,  although  it  had 
hecu  exhibited  in  vain,  and  in  much  larger 
doses  before  the  bleeding. 

Casf.  18. — The  following  is  the  case  of 
James  Bennet,  treated  by  Dr.  Alison,  in  the 
clinical  ward  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  which 
was  the  foundation  of  his  lectute  against 
bleeding  in  the  cold  stage,  and  whose  ob- 
jections aud  arguments  were  subsequently 
re-echoed  in  The  Lancet,  of  Saturday, 
April  7,  1827,  in  a  communication  signed 
««  Scotus." 

Jame  Bennet,  aged  39,  shoemaker,  March 
27. — Had  severe  rigors  on  Saturday  2dth 
instant,  accompanied  by  thirst,  anoiexia,  and 
pain  of  head,  which  continued  for  more  than 
an  hour ;  were  then  succeeded  by  heat  of 
skin,  vertigo,  lassitude,  increase  of  thirst, 
and  pain  of  head.  These  symptoms  conti- 
nued five  or  six  hours,  and  then  gradually 
subsided  during  copious  sweating.  Had  a 
similar  paroxysm  on  the  26th,  and  also  a 
less  severe  one  this  morning.  Complains 
at  presentof  slight  pain  below  the  left  fulse 
ribs,  somewhat  increased  by  pressure  or 
coughing.  Pulse  60,  full ;  respiration  na- 
tural ;  skin  cool ;  tougue  clean  aud  moist ; 
no  thirst ;  appetite  pretty  good  ;  bowels 
open  ;  urine  said  to  be  high-coloured  ;  lips 
somewhat  swollen,  with  a  slight  vesicular 
eruption  round  the  mouth.  Has  taken  pur- 
gative medicines,  and  also  a  little  of  the  ar- 
senical solution  since  yesterday.  Took  an 
opiate  draught  this  morniug  when  the  rigors 
commenced,  after  which  they  continued  only 
a  few  minutes.  Has  since  had  no  pain  of 
head ;  little  heat  of  skin  ;  less  thirst,  and 
no  sweating. 

Had  the  intermittent  fever  more  or  less 
constantly  fur  nine  months  whilst  in  Spain, 
fourteen  years  a^o.  llus  recently  returned 
from  the  West  ludies,  where  he  resided  for 
the  last  six  years.  Lives  in  a  house  where 
several  persons  have  been  ill  of  continued 
fever. 

Finder's  arsenical  solution, 

Water,  -  ^vj. 

Mix.  Let  him  have  3  ss  every  sixth  hour. 

28.   Shivering  commenced  tltis  morning 


at  10,  which  abated  swnewhat  after  taking 
the  draught.  At  half  past  10  he  was  still 
shivering,  less  violently  ;  with  pain  of  back 
and  head.  Pulse  72,  rather  small.  Sixteen 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken,  slightly  siay, 
crassamentum  not  contracted,  the  pains  abated, 
and  the  shiverings  immediately  ceased.  Has 
headach  now,  and  giddiness.  Pulse  72, 
full,  soft ;  tongue  fuired,  moist;  no  sweat- 
ing siuce  the  shivering  ;  pain  of  left  side  of 
abdomen  only  felt  on  coughing  ;  no  pain  of 
j  back.  Continue  the  arsenical  solution. 
Repeat  the  anodyne  draught. 

29.  Began  to  sweat  at  two,  which  lasted 
several  hours;  had  griping  and  tenesmus 
with  headach  at  night,  which  abated  after 
the  operation  of  a  dose  of  castor  oil ;  no 
shivering  to-day  ;  four  doses  of  the  solution 
taken;  pulse  60;  tongue  moist,  slightly 
furred;  complains  of  weakness.  Continue 
all  the  medicines.  Let  him  have  lb. j.  of 
beef  tea,  and  one  pint  of  porter. 

30.  Had  a  fit  of  rigors  this  morning  about 
10,  and  took  his  draught.  The  shivering 
was  less  violent,  but  lasted  an  hour;  pulse 
80,  full,  soft.  Heat  was  an  honr  ago  100°. 
Tongue  slightly  furred,  with  thirst.  Com- 
plains of  headach,  pain  of  back  and  leftside 
of  abdomen;  bowels  confined.  Let  him  have 
one  oz.  of  castor  oil ;  a  saline  draught  now 
and  then.    Continue  the  others. 

31.  Much  sweating  yesterday,  after  hav- 
ing had  an  enema  at  night,  without  effect. 
No  rigours  to-day  ;  pulse  68 ;  tongue  whi- 
tish. Let  him  huve  3  ij.  of  infusion,  senna, 
with^ij.  of  sulphate  of  magnesia.  Repeat 
the  arsenical  solution  now  every  fourth  hour. 

April  1.  Bowels  freely  opened.  Higors 
commenced  to-day  at  10,  but  slightly  ;  they 
have  become  more  violent  within  these  few 
minutes;  pulse  84,  pretty  full;  skin  feels 
warm  ;  tongue  rather  dry  ;  has  pain  of  left 
side  of  abdomen  just  now.  Has  just  taken 
the  anodyne  draught.  Continue  the  arseni- 
cal solution.  Give  him  a  powder  contain- 
ing four  grains  of  sulphate  of  quiniue  every 
six  hours. 

2.  Shivering  abated  quickly  after  the  opi- 
ate draught.  Sweated  much  in  the  evening. 
Feels  easy  to-day  ;  left  side  of  abdomen 
slightly  teuder  ;  bowels  opeu  ;  no  nausea. 
Repeat  the  powder  of  sulphate  of  quinine 
every  fourth  hour. 

3.  Four  powders  taken ;  no  fit ;  very  lit- 
tle poin  of  side.    Contiuae  the  medicines. 

4.  Five  powders  taken.  No  tit.  Two 
stools.  Appetite  good.  To  have  four  oz.  of 
sttuk  to-day,  aud  daily. 

5.  Had  a  very  slight  fit  of  rigours  at  four 
yesterday,  succe  eded  by  heat  of  skin  ;  full  f 
quick  pulse,  and  sweat. ng  in  the  night;  lit- 
tle headach,  and  no  pain  of  side  ;  pulse 
and  tongue  natural ;  bowels  open.  Con- 
tinue. 

6.  Shivering*  hare  begun  within  these 
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few  minutes.  Puis©  96.  Has  taken  bis 
draught.  Hand  rather  cold.  Bowels  open. 
Continue. 

7.  Shivering  lasted  an  hour  yesterday. 
Began  to  sweat  soon  after,  and  sweated  all 
night.  Complains  of  pain  in  the  left  lumbar 
region,  with  some  tenderness  ;  no  distinct 
hardness. 

8.  Rigours  commenced  this  morning  a 
little  after  9  o'clock,  and  lasted  an  hour, 
though  he  took  an  opiate  draught  containing 
forty  drops  of  tincture  of  opium.  Has  sweat- 
ed some  already.  Pulse  100,  full.  Com- 
plains of  headach  and  pain  of  left  side  of 
abdomen.  Tongue  rather  dry,  with  some 
thirst.  No  stool.  Let  him  take  a  bolus  of 
compound  powder  of  jalap  directly.  Apply 
the  cupping  glasses  to  the  pained  part  of 
his  left  side,  and  abstract  six  ounces  of  blood. 
Continue  the  powders  of  sulphate  of  qui- 
nine. Let  him  have  drink,  acidulated  with 
lemon  juice,  without  sirop,  ad  libitum. 

9.  Side  easier  since  the  cupping ;  bolus 
operated;  no  headach  to-dny;  appetite 
good  ;  much  sweating  in  the  night.  Con- 
tinue. Let  him  take  a  mixture  containing  j. 
of  sulphuric  acid  with  water.— Additional 
bread. 

16.  Mad  some  vomiting  this  morning, 
succeeded  by  rigors  about  8  o'clock,  which 
lasted  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  but  were 
not  violent.  Pulse  64 ;  heat  99° ;  sweated 
a  little  ;  no  headach  or  pain  of  side ;  bowels 
slow.  Let  him  take  5  ij.  of  infusion  of  seu- 
na,  with  5  ij.  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  di- 
rectly.   Continue  the  others. 

17.  Had  a  second  fit  of  rigours  yesterday 
at  2  o'clock,  which  lasted  long,  although  he 
took  forty  drops  of  tincture  of  opium  ;  sweat- 
ed all  night;  is  free  of  complaint  to-dny, 
but  weak  ;  bowels  open.  Continue  the  pow- 
ders of  sulphate  of  quinine  every  third  hour. 

18.  No  return  of  shivering  ;  has  a  little 
pain  of  left  side  of  abdomen,  on  motion  or 
coughing ;  pulse  natural ;  appetite  good  ; 
one  scanty  stool.  Give  him  directly  a  pow- 
der containing  gr.  xv.  of  rhubarb,  and  gr.  iij. 
of  calomel. 

27.  Complains  of  feeling  weakness  of 
loins.  Apply  a  warm  plaster  to  the  lumbar 
region. 

29.  Bowels  slow,  otherwise  well.  Let 
him  have  immediately  a  cathartic  draught. 
Continue  the  others.' 

30.  Has  complained  of  nausea  and  weak- 
ness, but  without  any  shivering.  Pulse  na- 
tural;  tongue  whitish.  Let  him  take  3  j. 
of  a  mixture  containing  5  ij.  of  ummoniuted 
tincture  of  valerian,  in  3  vj.  of  mint  water. 
Continue  the  others. 

May  1.  Feeling  of  nausea  and  headach 
abated  ;  bowels  regular.  Let  him  have  one 
ounce  of  bark,  also  a  warm  plaster  for  the 
loins.    Dismissed  cured. 

Scamd  attack— Admitted  25th  May.— On 


the  morning  of  the  17  th  instant,  was  taken 
ill  with  headach,  languor,  and  pain  of  back, 
succeeded  by  slight  rigor,  which  continued 
for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  it  was 
followed  by  heat  and  sweating.  Has  had 
an  interval  of  seven  days  without  a  return 
of  paroxysm,  which  re-appeared  on  the  24lh 
with  increased  severity,  the  rigor  having 
been  much  more  violent,  and  of  longer  du- 
ration, accompanied  with  much  nausea,  ex- 
cruciating headach,  and  those  various  symp- 
toms which  characterise  the  invasion  of  in- 
termittent fever,  under  an  aggravated  form. 
Has  had  this  morning,  previous  to  admission, 
another  paroxysm,  which  was  an  hour  earlier 
in  the  period  of  its  accession,  and  continued, 
including  its  three  stages,  for  about  six 
hours,  during  the  first  of  which  he  had  much 
vomiting,.  Complains  most  at  present  of 
headach,  prostration  of  strength,  general 
lassitude,  and  soreness  of  limbs.  Has  no 
pectoral,  nor  abdominal  symptoms ;  thirst  is 
urgent ;  no  anorexia  ;  pulse  66,  full,  but 
soft ;  .respirations  26  in  the  minute  ;  tongue 
furred,  but  moist ;  bowels  open  ;  skin  warm, 
rather  pungent,  and  bathed  in  perspiration  ; 
face  swollen  ;  urine  copious.  Has  been 
lately  a  patient  in  this  clinical  ward, afflicted 
with  his  present  complaint,  of  which  he  wns 
j  dismissed  cured,  on  the  30th  ultimo.  The 
I  history  of  the  present  case  derives  much 
I  additional  interest  from  the  circumstance  of 
two  of  his  children  having  been  also  re- 
cently attacked  with  ague,  for  which  one 
of  them  is  now  a  patient  in  the  Infirmary. 

Let  him  have  gr.  iij.  of  sulphate  of  quinine 
three  times  a-doy,  aud  two  colocynth  pills 
to-night. 

26.  Three  stools  from  the  pills.  No 
shivering  since  admission.  Hendach  still 
severe.  Pulse  66,  full.  Pain  of  back  and 
limbs  preventing  sleep.  No  pain  of  Bide  or 
abdomen.  Apply  the  cupping  instrument  to 
his  temples,  and  abstract  eight  ounces  of 
blood. — Continue  the  powders. 

27.  Headach  relieved  by  cupping;  had 
a  severe  shivering  fit  this  morning,  reported 
to  have  lasted  two  hours,  and  is  now  sweat- 
ing profusely.  Pulse  66,  full.  No  pain  of 
abdomen  or  side.  Two  stools.  Let  hitn 
have  the  powders  of  sulphate  of  quinine 
every  third  hour ;  also  an  anodyne  draught, 
with  forty  drops  of  tincture  of  opium,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  paroxysm. 

23.  Pulse  66  ;  feels  chilly  ;  bowels  open. 
Continue  powders  of  sulphate  of  quinine. 

29.  Had  a  shivering  lit  lasting  an  hour 
and  a  half,  commencing  at  nine ;  has  sweated 
much  ;  pulse  66,  full  ;  compluins  of  general 
soreness  ;  bowels  open  ;  hod  nausea,  no  vo- 
miting. Let  him  have  an  effervescing  saline 
draught  every  hour.  Continue  the  powders. 

30.  Pulse  natural ;  no  pain  today;  appe- 
tite pretty  good.  Five  powders  taken.  To 
have  four  ounces  of  steak  and  u  pint  of  porter. 


Digitized  by  Google 


110 


DR.  MACKINTOSH  ON 


SI.  Took  six  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinine 
this  morning  at  half  past  eight;  shivering 
came  on  at  nine,  and  lasted  about  half  an 
hour,  hut  was  much  slighter;  no  sweating 
since;  no  headach,  hutcomplains  of  nausea 
and  giddiness ;  bowels  open.  Let  him  have 
the  effervescing  saline  draught  now  and 
then  ;  continue  the  powders.  To  have  ordi- 
nary diet  to-day,  but  the  steak  to  be  re- 
peated to-morrow. 

June  2.  Took  a  double  dose  of  quinine 
egaiu  this  morning  at  half  past  eight ;  lias 
had  a  little  chilliness  ;  no  rigour.  Continue 
the  powders. 

3.  Began  to  shiver  directly  after  visit  yes- 
terday ;  took  five  grains  of  sulphate  of  qui- 
nine, after  which  it  went  off ;  sweated  much ; 
has  complained  much  of  tinnitus  aurium  and 
giddiness  since  yesterday  afternoon  ;  two 
stools  from  pills  taken  last  night ;  pulse  68, 
full ;  tongue  whitish.  Repeat  the  powders 
every  fourth  hour  ;  and  the  laxative  pills  at 
bed  time. 

4.  No  ahivering  to-day  ;  much  less  tinni- 
tus; bowels  open.  Continue  the  powders 
aod  pills. 

5.  Five  powders  taken  ;  no  vertigo  or  tin- 
nitus; appetite  good.  To  have  additional 
allowauce  of  bread. 

6.  Had  chilliness,  no  rigours ;  six  powders 
taken  ;  bowels  slow ;  no  pain.  Let  him 
take  two  colocynth  pills  immediately ;  con- 
tinue the  powders. 

7.  No  return  of  shivering  ;  complains 
only  of  pain  of  back.  Apply  a  warm  plaster 
to  the  lumbar  region ;  continue  the  medi- 
cines. 

8.  Bowels  slow  ;  feels  drowsy  to-day ;  no 
shivering.  Let  him  have  the  colocynth  pills ; 
continue  powders. 

13.  Bowels  slow.  Let  him  take  a -cathar- 
tic draught. 
15.  Two  laxative  pills  at  bed-time. 

17.  Inflammation  of  eyes,  particularly  of 
right,  with  adhesion  of  eyelids  in  morning  ; 
no  beadacb.  Let  him  "have  5j.  of  com- 
pound powder  of  jalap  immediately.  To 
bathe  his  eyes  frequently  with  tepid  water, 
and  to  apply  simple  ointment  to  the  edges  of 
the  eyelids. 

18.  More  inflammation  of  right  eye.  Ap- 
ply the  cupping  instrument  to  his  temples; 
repeat  the  powders  of  sulphate  of  quinine 
three  times  a-day. 

20.  Eyes  still  sore.  Apply  eight  leeches ' 
round  the  eyes. 

21.  'J' wo  leeches  only  fixed.  Bowels  con- 
fined; inflammation  of  eyes  somewhat  abated.  I 
Repeat  the  leeches  and  purgntive  draught. 

22.  Leeches  bled  well.  Lyes  less  painful ; ! 
still  inflamed,  with  discharge  of  tears.  Dis-  j 
solve  gr,  xv.  of  the  acetate  of  lead,  in  Jviij.  I 
of  water,  for  a  collyrium. 

24.  Both  eyes  somewhat  inflamed,  with 
impatience  of  light,  and  dimness  of  sight. , 


Abstract  from  the  arm  $  X.  of  blood ;  con- 
tinue medicines. 

2j.  Eyes  better ;  bowels  open.  Continue 
the  lotion  for  the  eyes. 

26.  Still  some  pain  of  eye-balls  ;  less  in- 
flammation, but  has  some  dimness  of  .sight ; 
no  pain  of  head.  Iris  moves  well.  Discon- 
tinue the  powders  of  sulphate  of  quinine. 
Apply  a  blister  to  nape  of  neck. 

30.  Still  some  dimness  of  sight.  Let  him 
have  Jj.  of  simple  ointment. 

Dismissed  cured. 

*         ■  *        .  .  • 

Case  XIX.— A.  B.,  a  carpenter  in  -Leitli, 
had  had  a  great  many  severe  attacks  of  in- 
termittent, which  weakened  him  so  much 
that  he  was  almost  entirely  confined  to  bed. 
He  had  taken  a  great  many  remedies,  but 
the  disesse  increased  in  severity.  Several 
of  my  pupils  watched  this  patient  in  order 
to  bleed  him  in  the  cold  stage  ;  at  length 
the  rigor  eame  on,  and  blood  was  drawn  to 
the  amount  of  sixteen  or  seventeen  ounces, 
stopping  the  paroxysm.  He  experienced 
the  same  sudden  relief  that  ell  the  others 
had  done  from  pain  in  head  and  loins,  great 
oppression  at  the  pnecordia,  dreadful  sen- 
sation of  coldness.  This  man,  however,  had 
two  returns  of  the  disease,  which  were  ow- 
ing to  constant  perspirations,  which  he 
encouraged,  end  also  from  allowing  his 
bowele  to  get  very  muoh  out  of  order.  After 
a  few  doses  of  laxative  medicine,  and  in- 
sisting on  his  avoiding  the  perspirations, 
he  had  no  return  of  the  disease,  and  soon 
recovered  his  ordinary  state  of  health 
without  any  other  means. 

Case  XX. — James  Donachie,a>t. 35,  pale 
and  emaciated,  applied  at  the  Dispensary 
on  the  10th  May  1828.  States  that  he  was 
at  work  in  Lincolnshire  last  harvest,  where 
he  became  affected  with  «  quotidian  inter- 
mittent, which  continued  to  recur  abotoft 
five,  six,  or  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
till  February  last,  except  during  his  stay  in 
the  York  Infirmary,  and  a  short  time  after- 
wards. He  became  a  patient  in  the  Infir- 
mary of  Edinburgh,  in  the  clinical  ward. 
He  further  states,  that,  whilst  there,  the 
symptoms  ran  so  high  that  he  was  bled  in 
the  hot  stage,  but  without  relief.  He  re- 
mained in*  the  hospital  four  weeks,  waft 
treated  with  hark,  and  dischaiged;  hut  he 
was  affected  as  severely  as  ever.  Since 
about  March  22,  when  he  came  out  of  the 
Infirmary,  the  fits  have  continued  to  attack 
him  every  evening  at  five,  six,  or  seven 
o'clock,  occasionally  continuing  until  the 
morning.  A  considerable  part  of  this  time 
he  was  under  the  use  of  Fowler's  solution, 
without  the  least  relief.  Mr.  Taylor,  one 
of  my  pupils,  bled  him  during  the  cold 
stage.  Before  the  bleeding,  his  pulse  was 
63  ;  the  rigor  was  completely  formed.  Al- 
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though  the  vein  was  properly  opened*  no 
blood  came  at  first ;  it  soon  dropped  down 
the  aide  of  the  arm,  and  afterwards  came  in 
a  jet,  when  the  rigor  instantly  ceased,  and 
the  bleeding  was  stopped.  One  ounce  and 
a  half  of  blood  was  abstracted.  He  got  a 
little  calomel  and  rhubarb  to  keep  his 
bowels  open.  His  strength  now  increased 
rapidly,  and  he  had  no  attack  for  six  days, 
till  the  16th  May.  During  this  interval  he 
felt  tolerably  well,  and  only  experienced  a 
slight  sense  of  chilliness  and  disposition  to 
yawn,  for  a  short  time,  instead  of  the  regu- 
lar paroxysm,  and  not  every  day,  as  before, 
but  on  alternate  days,  and  at  1  p.m.  in* 
stead  of  the  evening.  This  Inst  attack  came 
on,  as  already  mentioned,  on  Friday  16th 
May,  while  he  was  out  taking  a  walk  on  the 
Castle  Hill,  during  which  he  was  exposed 
to  a  keen  north-east  wind,  which  prevailed 
at  the  time.  He  got  home  with  great  diffi- 
culty. He  had  another  attack  on  Sunday 
18th,  which,  together  with  the  former  one, 
he  describes  as  having  been  sttended  with 
a  less  severe  cold  stage,  but  more  intense 
hot  and  sweating  stages,  than  he  had  ex- 
perienced before. 

19th, — Complains  of  thirst,  but  no  loss 
of  appetite;  surface  pale;  tongue  white 
and  moist ;  pulse  60,  soft  and  compressible ; 
bowels  regular,  has  no  uneasiness. 

Tuesday  20th. — Had  no  fit,  but  only  a 
disposition  to  stretch  and  yawn,  with  a 
slight  coolness  of  the  surface  ;  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes afterwards  his  skin  became  hot, 
attended  with  moisture  on  the  breast  and 
on  the  inside  of  the  fore  arms ;  pulse  80, 
soft. 

flat.— He  had  sweating  yesterday  after- 
noon after  the  visit ;  has  no  complaint  to- 
day. 

22d. — No  paroxysm,  but  experienced  the 
yawning  and  stretching,  followed  by  heat 
and  sweating. 

24th.— Escaped,  and  had  even  no  threat- 
ening till 

f8th,  when  there  was  slight  chilliness, 
succeeded  by  heat  and  sweating.  He  had 
another  alight  attack  on  Friday  30th,  but 
both  these  attacks  were  again  owing  to 
exposing  himself  out  of  doors  in  cold,  damp 
weather. 

On  June  3d,  had  a  return  of  the  stretch- 
ing, yawning,  heat,  and  sweating,  which 
continued  profuse  all  night ;  indeed  every 
night  he  perspires  profusely,  which  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  known  that  he 
slept  with  four  other  people  in  a  low  room, 
eleven  feet  by  twelve.  After  this  he  had 
no  paroxysm,  and  the  only  remedies  which 
were  given  were  the  decoction  of  quassia, 
sulphuric  acid,  and  gentle  laxatives ;  and 
he  went  to  work  on  the  26th  June,  as  a  la- 
bourer, with  restored  health  and  strength. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL.* 


Regulations fur  the  Examination  of  Jpothecariest 

The  Court  of  Examiners  chosen  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  Master,  Wardens,  and  As- 
sistants of  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  of 
London,  in  pursuance  of  a  certain  Act  of 
Parliament,  "  For  better  Regulating  the 
Practice  of  Apothecaries  throughout  Eng- 
land and  Wales,"  passed  in  the  5f)th  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  KingGeorge  the 
Third,  apprise  all  Persons  whom  it  may 
concern  : 

That  every  Candidate  for  a  Certificate  to 
practise  as  an  apothecary,  will  be  required 
to  possess  a  competent  knowledge  of  the 
Latin  language,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  14lh  and  15th  Sections  of  the  said  Act,  < 
to  produce  testimonials  of  having  served 
an  apprenticeship  of  not  less  than  five  years 
to  an  apothecary,  of  having  attained  the 
full  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  being  of 
good  moral  conduct. 

N.  B.  Articles  of  apprenticeship,  where 
such  are  in  existence,  will  be  required  ;  but 
in  case  such  article  shall  have  been  lost, 
it  is  expected  that  the  candidate  shall  bring 
forward  very  strong  testimony  to  prove  that 
the  has  served  such  an  apprenticeship,  as 
the  Act  of  Parliament  directs. 

He  will  also  be  required  to  produce  certi- 
ficates of  having  attended  not  less  than— 

Two  courses  of  Lectures  on  Chemistry  : 

Two  courses  of  Lectures  on  Materia  Me- 
dica  and  Botany : 

Two  courses  of  Lectures  on  Anatomy  and 
Physiology  : 

Two  courses  of  Anatomical  Demonstra- 
tions: 

Two  courses  of  Lectures  on  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine  :  these  last  to  be 
uttended  subsequently  to  one  course  of  Lec- 
tures on  Materia  Medica,  Chemistry,  and 
Anatomy. 

N.  B. — No  testimonial  of  attendance  on 
Lectures  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Medicine,  delivered  in  London,  or  within 
Beven  miles  thereof,  will  render  a  candidate 
eligible  for  examination,  unless  such  lec- 
tures were  given,  and  the  testimonial  is 
signed  by  a  fellow,  candidate,  or  licentiate, 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

And  a  certificate  of  attendance  for  six 
months,  at  least,  on  the  physicians'  practice 
of  some  public  hospital,  or  infirmary,  (con- 
taining not  less  than  sixty  beds,)  or  for  nine 
months  at  a  dispensary  :  such  attendance  to 


*  We  printed  these  detestable  Regula- 
tions in  No.  214,  but  insert  them  again  at 
the  request  of  several  country  Correspon- 
dents. 
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commence  subsequently  to  the  termination 
of  the  first  course  of  lectures  on  the  Princi- 
ples and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

N.  U. — Physicians'  pupils,  who  intend  to 
present  themselves  for  examination,  must 
appear  personally  at  the  Beadle's  office,  in 
this  Hall,  and  bring  with  them  the  tickets, 
authorising  their  attendance  on  such  prac- 
tice, as  the  commencement  thereof  will  be 
dated  from  the  time  of  such  personal  ap- 
pearance. 

All  candidates  applying  for  examination 
after  the  1st  of  October,  18'J9,  will  be  re- 
quired to  produce  evidence  of  having  at- 
tended the  physicians'  practice  at  an  hospi- 
tal or  infirmary  for  nine  mouths,  or  at  a  dis- 
pensary for  twelve  months. 

The  regulations  relating  to  the  order  of 
succession  in  which  the  lectures  on  the  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine,  and  the  physicians'  prac- 
tice of  an  hospital  or  dispensary  are  to  be 
attended,  are  designed  to  apply  to  those 
students  only  who  commenced  their  attend- 
ance on  lectures  ou  or  after  the  1st  of 
February,  13»'8  ;  and  all  such  persons  are 
particularly  requested  to  take  notice,  that 
unless  they  shall  have  strictly  complied  with 
such  order  of  succession,  they  will  nut  be 
admitted  to  an  examination. 

In  addition  to  the  course  of  study  above 
required,  as  iudispensably  necessary,  can- 
didates are  earnestly  recommended  to  attend 
Clinical  Lectures,  and  also  Lectures  on 
Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children,  on  the  latter  of  which  subjects,  as 
an  important  part  of  medical  practice,  they 
will  be  examined. 

The  Court  have  determined,  that  the  ex- 
amination of  the  candidate  shall  be  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1.  In  translating,  grammatically,  parts  of 
the  Pharmacopeia  Loudinensis,  aud  Physi- 
cians' Prescriptions;  and,  after  the  1st  of 
January,  1331,  candidates  will  be  required 
to  translate  pott  ions  of  the  following  medi- 
cal Latin  authors,  viz.  Celsus  de  Medicina,  or 
Gregory  Conspectus  Medicina.*  Theoretics. 

2.  In  Chemistry. 

3.  In  the  Materia  Medico. 

4.  In  Botany. 

5.  In  Anatomy  nnd  Physiology, 
ti.  In  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Notice. — Every  per  sou  intending  to  qua- 
lify himself  under  the  regulations  of  this 
Act,  to  practise  as  «m  Apothecary,  must 
give  notice  in  writing,  addressed  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Society,  on  or  before  the  Mon- 
day previous  to  the  day  of  Examination  ; 
and  must  also  at  the  same  time  deposit  all 
the  required  testimonials  ut  the  office  of  the 
Beadle,  at  Apothecaries*  Hall,  where  at- 
tendance is  given  every  day  (except  Sun- 
day) from  nine  until  two  o'clock. 

Persons  intcuding  to  prt  sent  themselves 
for  Examination  are  requested  to  tuke  no- 


tice, that  they  may  obtain  at  the  Beadle's 
office  at  this  Hall,  a  printed  paper  contain- 
ing certificates  with  blanks  (as  to  names 
and  dates)  of  all  the  Lectures  they  are  re- 
quired to  have  attended,  and  also  of  the 
Physicians'  Practice.  These  blanks  the 
Court  request  may  be  filled  up  and  signed 
by  the  respective  Lecturers,  nnd  by  the 
Physicians  whose  practice  the  Student  has 
attended. 

Students  are  enjoined  to  observe,  that, 
after  the  1st  of  November.  1828,  these  cer- 
tificates so  filled  up,  will  be  required  from 
Candidates  for  Examination.  After  the 
same  day  no  other  testimonials  of  atten- 
dance on  Lectures  and  Medical  Practice 
will  be  admitted,  except  such  as  bear  the 
seal  of  a  University  or  College,  and  the  sig- 
nature of  an  officer  belonging  to  such  Uni- 
versity or  College,  whose  duty  it  is  to  sign 
certificates  of  attendance  on  the  lectures 
given  therein  ;  or  such  other  certificates  as 
have  heretofore  been  received,  if  the  same 
were  obtained  prior  to  the  lat  of  February, 
1328. 

The  Court  will  meet  in  the  Hall,  every 
Thursday,  where  Candidates  are  requested 
to  attend  at  half-past  One  o'clock. 

By  order  of  the  Court,  » 
Jon*  Watson,  Secretary. 
London,  Sept.  25, 18i8. 

Information  relative  to  the  business  of 
this  Court  may  be  obtained  of  Mr.  Watson, 
at  his  residence,  13,  Berners-street,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  9  and  10  o'clock  every 
morning  (Sunday  excepted). 

•#*  It  is  expressly  ordered  by  the  Court 
of  Examiners,  that  no  Gratuity  be  received 
by  any  officer  from  any  Person  applying  for 
information  relative  to  the  business  of  the 
Court. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL. 

To  tin  Court  of  Examiners  of  the  Jpothecarin* 
Company. 

Gentlemen,— As  a  Licentiate  of  your 
body,  allow  me  to  express  my  opinion  upon 
the  issue  of  your  late  decree,  with  as  little 
preface  as  that  decree  has  itself  used  in 
making  its  appearance  to  the  world.    It  is 
a  harassing,  overbearing,  and  unjust  extcn* 
sion  of  questionable  authority.    Some  few 
years  ago,  the  Legislature  vested  in  you  u 
power  of  determining  who  were  proper  per- 
sons to  go  forth  and  exercise  the  art  and 
mystery  of  an  Apothecary  ;  and  this  mea- 
sure was  dictated  in  good  feeling,  sound 
sense,  and  a  humane  regard  towards  the 
poorer  of  our  country  m<u.    But  it  wis  ne- 
ver imagined  that  it  could  be  so  wrested  to 
the  assumption  of  power,  profit,  and  exclu- 
sion, as  it  seems  likely  to  prove.   Since  tlse 
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passing  of  that  decree,  you  appear  to  have 
lost  all  notion  of  the  relative  duties  of  life, 
and  even  of  the  relative  duties  of  the  medi- 
cal profession ;  and,  with  an  ostentatious 
display  of  the  loveof  science,  yo;i  are  injuring 
the  profession,  filling  your  own  purses,  and 
ruining  the  prospects  and  usefulness  of  rising 
students.  That  I  may  not  give  you  words 
without  facts,  I  will  further  allude  to  these 
different  points : — 

You  make  an  ostentatious  display, in  con- 
tinually showing  your  legal  power,  without 
accompanying  it  with  a  corresponding  dis- 
play of  science  ;  and  you  have  shown  none  of 
that  fostering  love,  or  affectionate  regard  J 
for  it,  which  your  means  enable  you  to  do. 

You  are  injuring  your  Profession  hy  your 
lore  of  money,  or  else  by  your  mistaken 
judgment ;  and  in  this,  that  you  have  opened 
a  common  shop  for  the  dispensing  cf  medi- 
cines, thereby  not  only  insinuating,  but 
plainly  declaring  a  suspicion  of  knavery  and 
deceit  in  the  whole  tribe  of  practitioners. 
A  greater  insult  was  never  offered  to  the 
profession.  You  are  also  the  wholesale 
druggists  to  a  considerable  portion  of  them. 

That  you  are  ruining  the  prospects  and 
usefulness  of  a  large  number  of  rising  stu- 
dents must  be  evident  to  your  own  feelings. 
•  Know  you  not,  Gentlemen,  that  many  of 
you  have  raised  yourselves  most  honourably 
from  most  scanty  means,  and  think  you  that 
these  difficulties  (money  matters)  are  les- 
sened lately,  that  you  are  so  regardless  of 
that  point  which  your  former  experience 
ought  to  have  taught  you  1  There  are  many 
(and  you  know  it)  who  having  calculated 
how  far  their  scanty  means,  with  every  ex- 
ertion, and  almost  every  privation,  will 
carry  them,  enter  into  the  medical  profes- 
sion, cheered  only  with  the  future  hope  of 
obtaining  an  honest  and  respectable  living 
by  their  unceasing  usefulness ;  but  all  their 
plans  may  be  in  a  moment  frustrated,  al- 
though they  come  nearly  within  touch  of 
the  goal,  by  your  sodden,  capricious,  and 
harsh  mandates.  And,  if  they  do  not  thus 
fail  in  their  resources,  or  sink  into  despair, 
but  pass  through  the  test  of  your  ordeal,  it 
is  but  as  over-crammed  poultry,  to  reach  the 
point  of  repletion,  and  wither  from  disgust 
at  that  intellectual  sustenance  which  is 
required  for  their  continual  support. 

There  is  not  one  man  of  science,  practi- 
cal experience,  and  good  faith,  teaching  the 
different  branches  of  the  profession,  who 
does  not  declare  that  it  is  elementary  know- 
ledge only  he  is  capable  of  communicating, 
and  that  the  medical  practitioner  must  be 
a  student  till  death:  how  then  is  it  that  you 
require  of  the  young  man  of  twenty-one  a 
degree  of  excellence,  capable  of  being  so  se- 
verely tested  by  your  knowledge  in  gentle- 
manly old  age,  and  this  by  an  ordeal 
through  which  you  have  not  yourselves 

No.  «69. 


passed  1  Besides,  by  enforcing  the  necessity 
of  these  severe  tests,  you  are  declaring  to 
the  world  how  totally  unfit  for  practice  you 
yourselves  must  have  been  in  your  earlier 
career. 

Gentlemen; — As  a  Licentiate  of  your 
Body,  let  me  advise  a  relaxation  of  the  ri- 
gour of  your  enactments,  and  also  let  me 
persuade  you  to  distinguish  yourselves  by 
some  slight  sacrifices  of  interest,  which  will, 
I  am  sure,  add  to  your  respectability,  and 
elevate  your  characters  in  the  eyes  of  scien- 
tific men.  Give  up  the  trade  of  druggists 
to  the  mercantile  world — put  down  your 
shop,  and  recommend  your  customers  to 
your  fraternity — open  your  botanical  garden 
to  the  students  of  physic  in  London — let 
there  be  an  annual  course  of  gratuitous  Lec- 
tures on  the  advanced  discoveries  of  Che- 
mistry, Botany,  and  the  virtues  of  Medi- 
cines— lower  the  fee  for  your  certificate, 
as  you  return  no  advantages— and  serve  the 
profession  at  large,  by  petitioning  Parlia- 
ment for  a  repeal  of  duties  upon  phials  and 
drugs.  Do  these  things,  and  the  students 
will  no  longer  continue  their  complaint, 
with  the  Israelites  of  old,  saying  "  they  have 
increased  our  task,  but  given  us  no  straw." 

Should  you  fail  in  these  things,  I  have  a 
great  notion  that  the  rising  students,  and 
the  liberal  portion  of  the  medical  world,  will 
apply  to  Parliament  themselves.  But,  should 
they  not,  by  all  means  compel  them  in  fu- 
ture to  study  Arabic  and  the  Sanscrit  lan- 
guages, as  there  may  probably  be  some  infor- 
mation found  in  these  tongues  of  essential 
service  to  medical  science. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  by  necessity, 
Your  Licentiate  in  Practice, 

Oct.  10.  1828.  W. 


seaman's    hospital  society. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — I  am  authorised  to  request  the 
favour  of  your  inserting  the  following  fact,  in 
answer  to  an  anonymous,  false,  and  malig- 
nant statement,  which  appeared  in  The 
Lancet  of  the  11th  inst.,  reflecting  upon  the 
surgical  practice  of  the  Grampus  Hospital 
Ship  :  the  only  case  of  stone  in  the  bladder, 
received  on  board  the  Grampus,  was  under 
treatment  in  the  last  summer,  and  removed 
by  the  express  desire  of  the  parents  of  the 
patient  (contrary  to  the  wish  of  the  Sur- 
geon), to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  undergoing  the  operation ;  he  has 
since  left  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  without 
the  operation  having  been  performed,  con- 
stantly refusing  his  consent  to  undergo  the 
same,  both  on  board  the  Grampus,  and  at 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital.      I  am,  Sir, 

11.  Harley,  Secretary. 
19,  Bishops-ate  Within,  Oct.  22,  1828.  * 
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DR.  GRANVILLE 


THE  LANCET. 
London,  Saturday,  October  io,  1828. 


Every  body  has  beard  of  Dr.  Granville 
and  his  testimonials.  The  Doctor  seems  to 
understand  to  perfection  the  arts  of  badger- 
ing an  antagonist,  and  of  keeping  his  own 
name  constantly  before  the  public.  He  ia 
no  doubt  anxious,  upon  public  grounds,  that 
the  world  should  know  the  full  extent  of  the 
injury  which  the  London  University  has 
sustained  by  his  non-election  to  the  pro- 
fessorship of  midwifery  ;  but  he  may,  more* 
over,  not  be  insensible  to  the  advantage 
of  combining  a  weekly  attack  upon  Mr. 
Brougham,  with  a  hint  to  ladies  who  are 
in  that  situation  wherein  "  women  wish  to 
be  who  love  their  lords,"  that  he  is  the 
most  accomplished  of  accoucheurs.  Week 
after  week  the  columns  of  the  John  Bull 
have  teemed  with  the  particulars  of  Mr. 
Brougham's  negligence  and  Dr.  Giian- 
villb's  wrongs.  The  accoucheur  has  fast* 
ened  like  an  incubus  upon  the  advocate, 
and  seems  determined  never  to  quit  his 
hold.  In  vain  has  the  learned  gentleman 
protested,  that  h  e  neither  possesses  nor 
knows  anything  of  the  Doctor's  papers. 
"  Tlestore  my  testimonials,"  is  the  sole  re- 
plication  of  the  irritated  accoucheur : 

"  Not  fierce  Othello  in  a  louder  strain, 

'  for  the  handkerchief  that  caused 


It  is,  as  a  contemporary  has  observed,  a 

complete  Monsieur  Tmum  affair.  "  Where- 
ever,"  saya  The  Spectator,  "  the  learned 
gentleman  went,  he  found  Dr.  Granville 
demanding  his  testimonials;  if  he  received  a 
note,  it  was  an  even  chance  that  it  related 
to  the  lost  testimonials;  if  a  friend  called, 
the  object  of  his  visit  was,  probably,  to  in- 
tercede  for  the  testimonials."  But  this  is 
not  all.  The  accoucheur  has,  we  understand, 
distinctly  announced  hjs  intention  to  perse- 
vers,  and  has  actually  instructed  his  at- 


torney to  commence  an  action  of 
against  Mr.  Brougham,  for  the  recovery  of 
the  lost  testimonials. 

As  our  readers  may  be  curious  to  know 
something  of  the  documents,  the  loss  of 
which  has  driven  Dr.  Granville  to  de- 
spair, we  shall  lay  before  them  two  or  three 
of  the  certificates  in  question  ;  and  that  the 
Doctor's  pretensions  may  be  more  fully  ap* 
preciated,  we  shall  begin  by  inserting  the 
letter  which  he  addressed  to  the  Governors 
of  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  on  offering  him- 
self as  a  candidate  for  the  omce  of  physician 
accoucheur  to  that  establishment. 

"  My  Lords,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen,—- 
The  office  of  Physician- Accoucheur  to  your 
excellent  Hospital  having  become  vacant  by 
the  resignation  of  Dr.  Merriman,  I  bet£ 
leave  to  offer  myself  as  a  candidate  to  sue- 
ceed  him. 

"  Although  I  cannot  boast  of  having  been 
previously  connected  with  your  institution, 
or  with  your  late  physician-accoucheur, 
(circumstances  which,  in  themselves,  can- 
not form  an  exclusive  ground  for  your  sup- 
port,) I  may  aver,  notwithstanding,  that  my 
experience,  as  physician-accoucheur  ma- 
naging the  lying  in  department  of  two  very 
extensive  medical  charities  in  the  metropo- 
lis for  a  number  of  years,  has  been  such  as 
to  entitle  me,  I  trust,  to  your  favourable 
consideration. 

"  In  the  course  of  the  last  nine  years, 
10444  poor  married  women  have  been  deli- 
vered at  their  own  habitatious  under  my 
direction;  and  when  to  this  evidence  of 
public  practice  I  add,  that  I  have  pre- 
scribed for  nearly  700O  children  during' 
the  last  four  years,  as  one  of  the  Physicians 
of  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  sick  Children, 
and  that  I  am  a  Lecturer  on  Midwifery  at 
the  Westminster  General  Dispensary — 1 
hunihly  hope  that  I  have  shown  sufficient 
reasons  for  soliciting  your  patronage  on  this 
occasion. 

"  In  coming  forward  as  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  Physician  to  take  care  of  your 
lying-in  patients,  I  shall  best  consult  the 
feelings  which  the  Governors  at  large,  and 
particularly  the  Ladies,  must  experience 
towards  the  objects  of  their  henevolence,  if 
r  state,  that,  in  doing  me  the  honour  of 
electing  me,  you  would  secure  the  services 
of  a  married  man  with  a  family,  (a  quali- 
fication which  has  always  been  considered 
of  importance  in  the  choice  of  a  Physi- 
cian-Accoucheur,) whose  efforts  will  ever 
be  directed  towards  the  performance  of 
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those  duties,  which  are  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  objects  of  your  institution. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be, 
My  Lords,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

A.B.Granville,  M.I). 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  Mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
sicians, and  Physician  in  Ordi- 
nary to  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Duke  of  Clarence. 

16,  Grafton  Street,  Berkeley 
Square,  March  1826." 


Whether  the  Doctor's  declaration,  that 
Le  should  best  consult  the  feelings  of  the 
Ladies  by  observing,  that,  in  electing  a 
married  man  with  a  family,  they  would  se- 
cure the  services  of  one  whose  efforts 
would  be  directed  to  the  performance  of 
those  duties  which  are  best  calculated  to 
promote  the  objects  of  the  institution ;  whe- 
ther, we  say,  this  be  a  modest  declaration, 
we  shall  leave  our  readers  to  determine. 
The  passage  seems  to  admit  but  of  one  in- 
terpretation. The  Doctor  had  already  stated, 
that  he  had  delivered  upwards  of  ten  thou- 
sand women ;  but  this  was  not  sufficient. 
The  support  of  the  Ladies  was,  in  his  esti- 
mation, to  be  gained,  by  tendering  evidence 
of  another  qualification  ;  and  he  accordingly 
reminds  them  that,  as  he  is  a  married  man, 
villi  a  family,  they  should  lose  no  time  in 
teeuriug  the  services  of  a  person  of  such  rare 
endowments ;  a  man  who  had  uot  only  deli- 
vered tea  thousand  women,  but  who  was 
qualified,  ex  vi  patenntatit,  to  promote  the 
objects  of  the  institution.  This  is  evidently 
the  construction  put  upon  the  Dootor's  let- 
ter, in  the  following  ill-written,  but  good- 
humoured,  certificate  ojf  Sir  Astley  Coo- 
per 
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effect,  from  Sir  E.  Home :  who  is,  perhaps, 

as  well  qualified  to  certify  the  ability  of  an 

accoucheur  as  Sir  A.  Cooper. 

"  This  is  to  certify,  that  I  have  the  high- 
est opinion  of  Dr.  Granville's  knowledge  of 
every  part  of  the  duties  of  an  Accoucheur, 
having  studied  both  in  this  country  and  at 
Paris,'where  he  remained  two  years  solely  for 
that  purpose,  after  finishing  his  education  in 
London.— Sackville-street,  Jan.  17, 1822. 

EvKKAUD  ll01fK." 

The  composition  of  this  note  is  of  a  piece 
with  that  of  the  worthy  Baronet.  Sir 
Everard  certifies  the  skill  of  Dr.  Gran- 
ville-, because  he  (Sir  Everard,)  had 
studied  in  this  country,  and  Paris ,  6ic. 

Sir  Humphrey  Da vv,  although  he  very 
candidly  fl  that  he  can  give  no  opinion, 
upon  the  professional  character  of  a  man- 
midwife,  is  nevertheless  brought  in,  miens 
wlens,  to  swell  the  triumph  of  Dr.  Gram- 
villk.  The  following  is  his  fl'«ui-te*ti- 
monial. 

"  Dr.  Granville's  varied  talents,  exten- 

sive  information,  and  indefatigable  activity, 
are  so  well  know  to  the  medical  and  scien- 
tific gentlemen  of  the  metropolis,  that  I 
should  conceive  any  particular  recommend- 
ation of  him  as  unnecessary.  1  cannot  pre- 
sume to  give  an  opinion  upon  his  profes- 
sional character :  but  1  should  suppose  him 
peculiurly  qualified,  both  from  his  education, 
and  the  nature,  extent,  and  success  of  his 
practice,  for  the  office  of  Physician  to  the 
Benevolent  Institution.  —  23,  Grosvenor 
Street,  Jan.  31, 1822. 

H.  Daw." 


*«  My  dear  Sir,— It  gives  me  pleasure  to 
add  my  testimony  to  a  host  of  others,  of 
your  high  qualifications  for  the  situation  you 
are  anxious  te  fill ;  aud  I  shall  congratulate 
the  Institution  upon  its  possessing  (if  you 
are  elected)  a  man  who  so  powerfully  uuites 
the  science  of  vour  profession  with  its  prac- 
tice.-Jan.  2<>,*182S. 

Astley  Coopbr.  ' 
Here  follows  a  certificate  to  the  same 


We  take  the  certificate  of  the  chemist  to 
be  fully  as  valuable,  as  far  as  Dr.  Gran- 
ville's obstetrical  skill  is  concerned,  as  the 
following  testimonial  from  Sir  Gilbert 
Blane  : — 

«'  I  beg  to  certify  to  those  whom  it  may 
concern,  that  I  have  been  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  Dr.  Granville,  of  Seville  Uow, 
for  several  years,  and  that  1  have  found  him 
to  bi>.  a  gentleman  highly  accomplished  in 
various  branches  of  science,  and  particu- 
larly iu  all  that  relates  to  his  profession  ;  to 
the  doctriuesand  practice  of  which,  he  has 
paid  the  greatest  attention,  especially  iu  the 
obstetrical  department. — Sack  ville  Street,19th 
Jan.  1822. 

Giluert  Blane.' 
There  are  two  certificates  signed  by  Ro- 
derick Maci.eod  ;  one  from  Mr,  Brodie, 
I  2 
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and  last,  but  not  least  estimable,  in  a 
question  involving  the  reputation  of  an 
accoucheur,  a  certificate  from  Sir  Richard 
Birnie,  the  Principal  Magistrate  at  Bow 
Street. 

"  I  take  leave  to  certify,  that  Dr.  A.  B. 
Granville  Los  been  for  several  years 
Physician-Accoucheur  to  the  Benevolent  In- 
stitution  for  delivering  poor  women  at  their 
own  habitations ;  and  I  can  truly  state,  that 
from  his  professional  skill  and  assiduous  at- 
tention, he  has  rendered  most  important  ser- 
vice to  the  Institution.  The  Public  Office, 
Bow  Street,  March  8, 1826. 

R.  Birnie." 

So  much  for  Dr.  Granville's  testimonials. 
We  shall  only  add  that  Dr.  Granville 
has  answered  his  own  insinuation,  that  Mr. 
Brougham  kept  the  testimonials  in  his 
pocket,  lest  Dr.  Davis,  who  was  alleged 
to  be  a  medical  attendant  in  his  (Mr. 
Brougham's)  family,  should  be  deprived 
of  all  chance  of  election  to  the  Midwifery 
Professorship  by  their  production.  And 
how  has  Dr.  Granville  answered  this  in- 
sinuation 1  why,  by  a  public  acknowledge- 
ment, that  at  the  time  of  taking  charge  of 
his  testimonials,  Mr.  Brougham  did  not 
even  know  Dr.  Davis.  The  Accoucheur,  we 
understand,  is  himself  in  labour,  and  in- 
tends to  empty  the  whole  of  the  contro- 
versy, which  has  filled  the  columns  of  the 
John  Bull,  into  the  next  edition  of  his  tra- 
vails. 


A  mono  the  laws  which  conferred  the 
singular  property  of  perpetual  motion  on 
the  Irish  School  of  Physic  without  pro- 
gression, there  was  at  least  one  which  was 
eminently  calculated  to  make  it  keep  pace 
with  the  advancement  of  similar  institu- 
tions. With  whatever  intention  it  may 
have  been  framed,  whether  for  the  pro- 
duction of  good  or  evil,  (for  unfortunately  it 
is  susceptible  of  either,)  we  have  no  doubt 
but  it  is  indebted  for  its  preservation,  along 
with  its  evil  associates  of  one  of  the  most 


of  college  codes,  to  an  ignorance 
of  its  utility,  or  a  knowledge  of  its  bad 
qualities,  that  it  might  be  conveniently 
abused  whenever  it  suited  the  taste  of  this 
body  to  indulge  in  the  corporate  luxury  of 
an  act  of  injustice.  This  very  valuable  but 
dangerous  ordinance  had  for  its  object  a 
septennial  election  of  the  professors  of  the 
School  of  Physic  in  Ireland,  and  obviously 
might  be  made,  by  a  judicious  direction  of 
its  powers,  subservient  to  the  most  useful 
purposes.  The  conviction  that,  at  the 
lapse  of  every  seventh  year,  his  attention 
would  be  rewarded  by  re-election,  or  his 
neglect  reproved  by  rejection,  would  be 
likely  to  exercise  a  salutary  influence  on  a 
professor.  With  this  day  of  retribution 
constantly  before  bis  eyes,  he  would  scarcely 
fall  into  that  official  obliviscence  which  a 
total  exemption  from  responsibility  is  so  apt 
to  induce  in  those  cultivators  of  science, 
who  hold  their  situations  by  a  lease  for  life. 
Like  the  sword  suspended  by  Dionysius 
above  the  bead  of  his  voluptuous  courtier 
Damocles,  such  a  reflection  would  per- 
petually admonish  him  that  the  pleasures  of 
indolence  were  incompatible  with  happi- 
ness, when  enjoyed  under  such  uncertain 
circumstances.  The  electors  to  the  School 
of  Physic  were  not,  however,  to  be  seduced 
into  the  crime  of  taking  advantage  of  the 
opportunities  which  this  institute  acci- 
dentally throw  in  their  way.  Their  predi- 
lection for  mischief  instinctively  induced 
them  to  reject  its  good,  and  to  administer 
its  bad  properties. — 

"  Like  those  bees  of  Trebizond, 

Which  from  the  sunniest  flowers  that 
glad 

With  their  pure  smile  the  gardens  round, 
Draw  venom  forth  that  drives  men 
mad!" 

The  professors,  whom  they  appointed, 
have  invariably  retained  their  places  during 
life,  without  the  slightest  apprehension 
that  the  other  clause  of  the  professor's  in- 
denture, good  behaviour,  would  be  applied 
in  their  individual  cases.  Many  of  them,  in- 
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deed,  have  dosed  oat  the  term  of  their  pro- 
fessorship from  youth  to  old  age,  reading 
precisely  the  same  course  of  lectures  an- 
nually, quite  insensible  to  the  wants  of 
their  pupils,  and  unconscious  that  the  im- 
provements in  science  had  rendered  their 
prelections  obsolete.  The  statute,  indeed, 
had  fallen  into  such  complete  desuetude, 
that  it  entirely  ceased  to  be  even  a  thorn  in 
that  bed  of  roses  on  which  they  reclined 
during  their  incumbency  on  the  School  of 
Physic.   Not  long  since,  when  the  law  was 
almost  forgotten,  an  advertisement  appeared 
in  the  Dublin  newspapers,  announcing,  like 
the  flash  that  precedes  the  storm,  that 
though  the  bolt  had  slumbered  for  awhile, 
its  powers  of  destruction  were  not  yet  ex- 
tinguished. It  stated,  in  the  quaint  phrase- 
ology of  bigotry  and  folly,  that  the  pro- 
fessorship of  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
the  School  of  Physic  had  become  vacant, 
and  that  persons  professing  the  Christian 
religion,  and  possessing  certain  academical 
qualifications,  might  stand  candidates  for  the 
office.   This  professorship  bad  been  occu- 
pied by  Dr.  Martin  Tuomy  for  the  seven 
previous  years.   Dr.  Tuomy  we  believe,  is 
looked  upon  in  Dublin  as  a  gentleman  of 
considerably  literary  and  professional  eru- 
dition.  He  is  one  of  the  few,  or  perhaps 
the  only  Roman  Catholic,  if  Mr.  Moore,  the 
poet,  be  not  another  exception,  who  has 
had  the  good  fortune    of   obtaining  a 
"  scholarship"  in  the  University  of  Dublin, 
without  a  disgraceful  surrender  of  bis  re- 
ligious principles.   We  have  seen  a  trans- 
lation of  some  of  the  tragedies  of  Euripides, 
executed  for  under-graduates  of  the  Dublin 
University,  by  Dr.  Tuomy,  during  his 
"  scholarship,"  which,  at  least,  convinces 
us  that  he  had  not  obtained  that  honourable 
distinction  without  desert;  and  a  treatise 
on  typhus  fever,  which  speaks  highly  for 
his  attention  to  medicine.   The  fact  of  his 
having  escaped  the  vigilance  of  that  Pro- 1 
testant  Cerberus  which  guards  the  portals 
of  the  Elysium  of  place  in  the  Dublin 


University,  without  appeasing  its  rabid 
bigotry  by  the  usual  sop  of  surrendering  his 
faith,  was  not  less  surprising  than  that  he 
should  subsequently  succeed  to  a  professor- 
ship  in  the  School  of  Physic.  In  what 
manner  Dr.  Tuomy  performed  the  duties  of 
his  situation,  we  have  no  personal  know- 
ledge; but  we  are  informed  that  he  ful- 
filled his  task  of  instruction  with  as  much 
attentioWto  the  interests  of  his  pupils  as  any 
of  his  associates,  and  with  more  than  many 
of  them.    From  what  we  do  know,  in- 
deed, of  his  disposition,  we  can  scarcely  be- 
lieve that  he  could  have  justly  incurred  the 
penalty  which  has  been  inflicted  on  him  by 
any  gross  neglect  of  his  functions.   It  is 
possible,  no  doubt,  in  moving  through  the 
drowsy  atmosphere  of  the  School  of  Physic, 
that,  instead  of  stopping  his  ears  and  tying 
himself  up  to  the  mast  of  virtuous  persever- 
ance, like  Ulysses  among  the  Syrens,  his 
assiduity  may  have  succumbed  to  the  per- 
suasive power  of  example,  and  his  talents 
felt  the  enervatiDg  influence  of  the  indolent 
genius  of  the  place.   Certain,  however,  we 
are,  that  to  the  labours  of  his  contemporary 
professors,  Drs.  Alman  and  Cramp  ton,  he 
has  presented  a  favourable  contrast  to  in- 
efficiency from  old  age :  the  former,  in 
teaching  Botany,  inflicts  the  severe  task  of 
learning  the  system  of  Linnaeus  on  all  thoso 
pupils  who  purpose  graduating  in  Edinburgh. 
Dr.  Crampton  neither  gives,  nor  pretends  to 
give,  lectures  on  Materia  Medica ;  but  sim- 
ply reads  an  article  without  note  or  com- 
ment, from  Duncan  or  Thompson, per  diem,  to 
his  class.  His  museum,  indeed,  is  one  great 
curiosity,  for  besides  being  deficient  in  al- 
most every  article  which  it  should  contain, 
it  contains  many  articles  which  it  should 
not.    False  specimens  of  the  Materia  Me- 
dica being  not  unfrequently  exhibited  there 
for  the  genuine  drugs.    We  were  informed 
by  a  pupil  of  this  learned  Theban,  "  That  on 
seeing  a  student  taking  notes  of  his  lectures 
one  day,  he  candidly  interposed,  and  spe- 
cially addressing  himself  to  the  student,  as- 
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bored  him  it  wu  quite  an  unnecessary  la- 
bour to  take  notes  of  hie  lectures,  as  be 
would  find  them,  word  for  word,  in  such  a 
page  of  one  of  the  Dispensaries."  The  con- 
sequence of  this  frank  indifference  to  bis  du- 
ties is,  that  the  learned  Doctor  seldom  mus- 
ters an  auditory  which  amounU  to  a  dozen  J 
but  his  imperturbable  disposition  is  not  in 
the  least  affected  by  this  demonstration  of 
contempt  for  his  instruction,  for  he  pro- 
ceeds, day  after  day,  to  read  the  Dispen- 
sary with  the  same  fidelity  to  the  text,  as  if 
be  had  been  inspired  to  higher  efforts  by 
the  presence  of  an  applauding  multitude 
The  electora  to  the  professorships  of  the 
school  of  physic,  who  are  composed  of  three 
members  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  se- 
lected by  ballot,  along  with  the  Provost  of 
the  University  and  its  professor  of  the 
practice  of  physic,  conceiv ed,  consistently 
with  the  general  tenor  of  the  conduct  of  that 
body,  that  the  negligence  and  inefficiency  of 
Drs.  Alman  and  Crampton,  were  its  objects 
for  the  special  protection  of  the  law  of  sep- 
tennial election,  and  accordingly  rewarded 
the  labours  of  these  gentlemen  by  re-ap 
pointment,  while  they  turned  the  sharp  edge 
of  the  institution  on  Dr.  Tuomy ,  and  severed 
him,  on  account  of  bis  services, for  ever  from 
the  School  of  Physic ! 

The  manifest  inconsistency  implied  in  the 
selection  of  subjects  for  the  operation  of  the 
revived  law,  has  given  rise  to  suspicions  in 
Dublin,  that  Dr.  Tuomy 's  stile  of  saving 
his  prayers,  had  infinitely  more  to  do  in  the 


Among  all  the  numerous  institutions  in 
Dublin,  to  which  medical  officers  are  at* 
tached,  there  are  not,  we  believe ,  more  than 
some  half  dozen  of  Catholics  ;  and,  in  the 
county  infirmaries  and  dispensaries,  we  be- 
lieve the  proportion  of  Catholics  to  Protes- 
tants is  still  leas,  as  appears  from  the 
"  grand  jury  returns"  of  the  several  Irish 
counties,  which  we  have  procured  with 
much  difficulty.  We  are,  to  be  sure,  aware, 
that  there  is  a  local  superiority  of  number 
among  the  profession  in  Dublin  on  the  side 
of  the  Protestants,  owing  to  that  plague- 
spot  in  the  history  of  England,  which,  until 
lately,  rendered  it  penal  for  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic to  receive  the  common  advantages  of 
education,  or  to  bold  property  to  any  amount 
in  his  own  right.   But  even  with  the  dispa- 
rity, (one  which  is  every  dsy,  however,  de- 
creasing, since  the  incubus  of  the  penal 
code  has  been  even  partially  removed,)  of 
numbers  which  the  folly  of  this  country  has 
created  in  the  learned  professions  in  Ire- 
land among  Catholics  and  Protestants,  we 
cannot  solve  the  mystery  of  the  paucity  of 
Catholics  in  office,  without  the  assumption 
of  an  unjust  distribution  of  patronage.  In 
this  opinion  we  are  the  more  confirmed  by 
a  fact  which  has  lately  come  to  our  know- 
ledge, which  is,  that  there  exists  at  thin 
moment,  and  haa  for  many  years  in  Dub- 
lin, a  regularly  organised  league  among  the 
Protestant  practitioners  of  Dublin,  for  the 
atrocious  object  of  excluding  Catholics  from 
office,  whenever  its  fruits  can  be  de- 


indignity  which  he  has  been  subjected  to,  fleeted  with  secrecy  into  Protestant  pockets, 
than  even  the  style  of  his  lectures,  or  of  his  The  existence  of  such  a  vile  conspiracy 
translations  of  Euripides.   For  the  sake  of  makes  one  loathe  the  reflectiou  of  being  in- 


human nature,  and  the  honour  of  the  culti- 
vators of  a  liberal  profession,  we  should 
hope  that  the  report  is  unfounded ;  but  we 
cannot  close  our  ears  to  the  fact,  that  this 
report  is  admitted  in  Dublin  by  the  party 
which  it  has  covered  with  eternal  disgrace  ; 
nor  shut  our  eyes  to  the  manner  in  which 
public  situations  are  divided  among  the  pro- 
fessors of  the  opposing  religions  in  Ireland. 


eluded  within  the  pale  of  a  religion,  whose 
professors  could  be  guilty  of  such  unparal- 
leled baseness.  The  circumstantial  evi- 
dence of  Dr.  Tuomy  having  fallen  a  vic- 
tim to  this  spirit  of  bigotry,  is,  in  our  opi- 
nion complete  ;  and  happy  shall  we  feel,  if 
any  explanation,  which  may  hereafter  bo 
given  of  his  treatment,  tends  to  diminish 
the  force  of  our  present  couviction. 
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LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
October  20,  1828. 

Dr.  Haslam,  President,  in  the  Chair. 


VIOLATION     OF    ORDER  ITEA  I)  ACH — DELI- 
RIUM TREMENS— NRW  MODE  OF  TAPPING. 

The  Registrar,  and  several  of  the  Council, 
not  having  made  tlieir  appearance  at  a 
quarter  past  eight, 

The  President  expressed  his  surprise  at 
such  a  violation  of  the  common  orders,  and 
hoped  that  somebody  would  move  a  vote  of 
censure  against  those  persons  who  had  thus 
detained  the  Society.  He  also  hoped  that 
*  some  gentleman  would  take  upon  himself 
the  office  of  registrar  pre  tempitre. 

Mr.  Callaway  instantly  advanced  to  the 
registrar's  desk,  and  read  the  minutes  of  the 
hut  meeting. 

The  President  then  Tead  a  letter  direct- 
ed to  him  from  Mr.  Lambert,  stating  that 
he  had  seen  a  remarkable  instance  of 
precocity,  and  that  as  the  father  of  the 
boy  was  a  poor  roan,  and  desirous  of  show- 
ing the  child  with  a  view  of  procuring  a 
trifling  remuneration,  he  proposed,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Society,  to  intro- 
duce the  boy  to  its  notice  at  its  next 
meeting.  He  begged  the  President  would 
communicate  this  information  to  the  So- 
ciety. After  having  read  the  letter,  the 
Piesident  stated  that  the  same  question 
had  been  agitated  in  the  council  two  or 
three  nights  previously,  and  that  it  then 
appeared  there  was  a  great  impropriety  in 
considering  the  Society  as  a  place  where  any 
person  was  to  collect  his  shillings  or  six- 
pences— that  it  was  derogatory  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Society.  It  was  concluded,  that 
if  the  worthy  treasurer  thought  proper  to 
oTdeT  any  little  sum  in  such  a  case,  such  an 
order  would  he  attended  to  with  propriety ; 
he,  however,  was  willing  to  abide  by  the 
opinion  of  the  Society  at  large.  No  obser- 
vations were  offered,  at  the  moment,  upon 
this  statement.  At  the  breaking  up  of  the 
meeting,  the  subject  was  again  mentioned 
from  the  chair,  and 

Mr.  Proctor  considered  the  proposi- 
tion as  highly  improper.  The  boy  alluded 
to  had  been  at  his  (Mr.  Proctor's)  house, 
and  received  from  him  a  trifling  sum  ;  he 
believed  he  must  have  also  been  at  most 
of  the  houses  of  the  practitioners  in  town, 
and  it  was  rather  hard,  putting  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Society  entirely  aside,  that  its 
members  should  be  called  upon,  both  in- 
dividually and  collectively,  to  contribute  to 
tins  boy's  support. 

The  President  having  observed  the  Re-  j 


gislrar  and  Council  in  the  room,  said, — 
Gentlemen,  I  have  been  here  since  eight 
o'clock  as  was  my  duty — I  receive  bo 
emolument  from  this  Society — I  receive 
only  the  honour  of  presiding  over  you,  but  I 
have  never,  in  any  instance  whatever,  made 
you  wait  one  single  moment.  (Hear,  hear, 
hear.)  I  am  not  of  consequence  sufficient 
to  keep  waiting  a  number  of  learned  and 
practical  medical  men  (hear,  hear) ;  there- 
fore, as  to  those  who  have  made  you  wait,  I 
conceive  it  is  their  bounden  duty  to  come 
forward,  and  explain  why  you  have  been 
so  long  detained,  and  why  the  business  of 
the  Society  has  been  thus  interrupted. 
(Much  applause.) 

Mr.  Kino  don — Sir,  I  don't  know  whether 
we  interrupted  the  business  of  the  Society 
by  coming  in,  or  whether  we  interrupted 
it  by  not  coming  here,  from  the  manner  in 
which  you  have  expressed  yonrself ;  but  the 
occasion  of  our  thus  interiuptiug  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Society,  by  our  absence,  was 
that  we  felt  the  interest  of  the  Society  re- 
quired our  attendance  below  upon  business 
of  importance  ;  the  presence  of  the  Regis- 
trar below,  was  also  necessary,  and  I  am 
sure,  that  any  gentleman  would  have  been 
good  enougii  to  have  informed  you  of  that, 
if  he  had  been  requested  to  ascertain  the 
cause.  If  our  interruption  of  the  business  of 
the  Society  was  merely  in  our  coming  into 
the  room,  I  can  only  say.  1  regret  that  I 
should  have  interrupted  it  by  coming  into 
the  room  at  all. 

The  President — Sir,  you  have  a  right  to 
sit  down  stairs  all  night  if  you  like,  but 
you  have  no  right  to  detain  the  Registrar 
from  the  Society,  who  is  the  property  of  the 
Society  at  large  and  not  of  the  Council. 

The  Registrar — It  is  quite  impossible 
that  the  Council  and  the  Society  can  be  sit- 
ting at  one  time ;  the  business  of  the  Society 
cannot  commence  till  the  business  of  the 
Council  is  over,  and  every  member  of  the 
Society  has  a  right  to  be  present  when  it  is 
sitting. 

The  President — There  is  generally  a 
Book  of  Laws  lying  before  me,  I  wish  you 
would  bring  that  here  now,  Sir,  and  I  shall 
read  them,  that  the  gentlemen  present  may 
know  what  the  law  is. 

The  Registrar  then  sent  for  the  book, 
which  was  immediately  handed  to  the  Chair. 

The  President — "  The  Society  shall 
meet  on  every  Monday,  at  the  hour  of 
Eight  in  the  evening."  (hear,  hear.)  Now 
the  Society  comprehends  all  that  appertains 
to  the  convenience  of  the  Society  ;  it  implies 
that  the  Registrar  is  to  be  here  to  rend  the 
minutes.  It  does  not  at  all  sav  here,  that  he 
is  to  be  detained  for  an  indefinite  time, 
twenty  minutes  on  the  piesent  occasion,  and 
that  then  he  is  to  say  that  the  Council  have 
had  occasion  for  him ! !    Let  the  Council 
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meet  at  soma  time,  when  their  meeting  will 
not  interrupt  the  business  of  the  Society,  I 
for  if  it  is  the  business  of  the  Council  merely 
to  detain  the  Society,  the  Society  answers 
no  purpose  whatever.  Now,  having  made 
these  observations,  and,  having  made  them 
because  I  am  your  servant,  and  do  not  like 
that  my  vigilance  should  be  impeached  as 
your  servant,  in  seeing  that  you  are  ne- 
glected in  any  manner,  for  this  is  the 
whole  object  of  my  having  interfered  on  the 
present  occasion,  I  hope  they  will  have  the 
good  effect  of  showing  that  such  a  lesson  is 
not  to  be  repeated. 

Dr.  Shearman — Sir,  I  believe  that  all 
this  is  wholly  irregular.  The  Council  have 
not  shown  any  want  of  attention  to  the 
Society. 

The  President — We  are  not  complain- 
ing of  the  Council,  but  of  the  detention  of 
the  ft^ijtrur,  by  the  Council. 

Dr.  Shearman— But,  Sir,  I  wish  to  give 
you  a  correct  view  of  the  mode  in  which  this 
ought  to  be  taken  up.  If  there  are  any 
gentlemen  aggrieved  by  the  Council  not 
having  been  here  earlier,— 

The  President— Not  the  Council  but  the 
Registrar. 

Dr.  Shearman— Well,  of  the  Registrar, 
— the  mode  of  procedure  is  to  submit  the 
complaint  to  the  Council.  The  Society  at 
large  is  not  the  deliberative  body ;  any  thing 
touching  the  executive  duty  of  ^ie  Society, 
cannot  legally  come  before  the  whole  body, 
but  must  come  before  the  Council,  What- 
ever irregularity  takes  place  at  the  meeting, 
the  complaint  I  apprehend  is  to  be  made  to 
the  council,  for  they  are  the  persons  to 
redress  the  grievance,  and  not  the  body  of 
the  Society. 

The  President — I  don't  know  that,  be- 
cause they  were  themselves  parties  ;  we 
wanted  the  Registrar,  we  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Council. 

The  Registrar — Insignificant  as  I  am, 
I  have  that  gratitude  towards  the  Council 
whioh  enables  me  to  say,  that  I  feel  bound 
to  attend  them,  and  that  I  knew  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Society  could  not  commence 
without  me.  As  a  member  of  the  Society,  I 
have  a  right  to  be  present  when  the  Society 
is  sitting,  and  when  I  was  detained  on  busi- 
ness down  stairs,  it  was  incorrect  that  the 
Chair  should  have  been  taken  in  my  ab- 
sence.* 

The  President — TheTe  is  no  such  law, 
Sir,  as  that  in  existence. 
A  Member  observed,  that  he  had  come 


*  This  reminds  us  of  an  Irish  footmon, 
who  one  day  declared,  that  he  should  re- 
main in  no  house  where  the  master  would 
commence  dinner  in  his  absence  from  the  din- 
ing room ! 


from  a  very  distant  part  of  the  town,  and 
felt  it  exceedingly  hard  that  he  should  have 
been  kept  waiting  for  so  long  a  time,  before 
the  business  of  the  evening  commenced. 

The  President  was  about  to  read  a  fur- 
ther part  of  the  Book  of  Laws,  but 

Mr.  Callaway  suggested  the  propriety 
of  permitting  the  subject  to  rest,  and  the 
appointed  business  of  the  meeting  to  be  en* 
tered  upon. 

The  President  had  no  objection  what- 
ever.  He  regretted  that  cause  should  have 
been  given  for  the  observations  he  had  felt 
himself  bound  to  make,  and  as  deeply  did 
he  regret  the  excuse  attempted  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Proctor  was  not  at  the  society's  last 
meeting,  but  he  understood  the  subject  of 
headach  had  been  under  discussion.  Head- 
ach  he  conceived  to  arise  from  two  causes  ; 
the  one,  too  great,  and  the  other,  too  small, 
a  supply  of  blood  to  the  brain.  It  would  be 
unfair  to  suppose  that  any  one  could  think 
headach  should  be  treated  alike,  whether  it 
arose  from  the  one  or  the  other  of  these 
causes.  The  persons  most  Bubject  to  <Mi- 
rium  tremens,  were  those  most  debilitated  in 
habit ;  and  he  never  could  bring  himself  to 
believe  that  bleeding  and  stimulating — 
bleeding,  as  preparatory  to  the  use  of  sti- 
mulants— could  be  good  practice.  He  con- 
sidered giving  stimulants — not  such  stimuli 
as  had  produced  the  attack,  but  stimulants 
at  once  capable  of  supporting  the  nervous  as 
well  as  the  arterial  system  —  the  wisest 
practice  j  but  he  condemned  in  toto  the  ex- 
traction of  blood,  aa  preparatory  to  this 
treatment. 

Mr.  Tyrrell,  in  spite  of  what  had  been, 
said,  remained  unaltered  in  his  opinion, 
that  what  he  called  the  natural  stimuli  of  pa. 
tients  afflicted  with  delirium  tremens,  was 
the  best  administration.  If,  for  instance, 
the  use  of  opium  were  taken  away  from  a 
Turk,  he  would  fall  into  a  state  very  similar 
to  what  was  called  in  this  country  delirium 
tremens  ;  but  permit  him  to  have  the  opium 
again,  and  he  would  recover.  So  with  a 
gin-drinker,  a  porter- drinker,  and  so  on. 
He,  therefore,  should  continue  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  natural  stimuli.  He  could  con- 
ceive it  possible  that  a  case  might  arise, 
though  not  probable,  in  which  blood-letting, 
in  the  first  instance,  might  be  had  recourse 
to  with  advantage. 

Dr.  Williams  asked  Dr.  Ryan  for  an 
explanation  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  in- 
consistent in  what  he  stated  on  a  former 
occasion.  The  statement  was,  that  Dr. 
Kyau  had  given  a  large  quantity  of  opium, 
and  then  administered  the  accustomed  sti- 
muli to  a  large  extent. 

Dr.  Ryan  conceived  Dr.  Williams  must 
have  misunderstood  him.  What  he  stated, 
or  intended  to  have  stated,  was,  that  he  had 
given  large  quantities  of  opium  before  he 
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gave  the  accustomed  stimuli — not  simulta- 
neously. Where  he  had  given  960  drops  of 
opium  in  78  hours,  and  where  the  patient 
was,  at  the  end  of  this  period,  worse,  rather 
than  better,  and,  to  all  appearance,  must 
inevitably  have  died,  he  gave  him  five 
ounces  and  a  half  of  ardent  spirit  in  three 
hours,  the  patient,  in  all  probability,  hav- 
ing been  in  the  habit  of  taking  ten  times 
the  quantity,  and  he  speedily  recovered 
under  such  treatment.  So  also  in  many 
other  cases. 

Mr.  Callaway  related  cases,  showing 
most  decidedly  the  happy  effect  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  habitual  stimuli  over 
every  other  practice  that  could  be  had  re- 
course to. 

Mr,  Shirley  approved  of  this  plan  of 
treatment. 

Dr.  Ryan  did  not  give  this  large  quan- 
tity of  opium  to  act  as  a  sedative,  but  he 
gave  it  in  small  quantities  as  a  stimulant, 
which  he  firmly  believed  it  to  be  when  ad- 
ministered in  such  a  way.  He  decidedly 
considered  bloodletting  injurious. 

Mr.  King  don  had  met  with  cases  where 
there  was  that  state  of  inflammation  exist- 
ing, that  he  could  not  have  discharged  his 
duty  had  he  not  resorted  to  the  lancet  in 
the  first  instance,  and,  after  a  time,  adminis- 
tered stimuli. 

Mr.  Edwards  considered  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits  previous  to  the  attack,  the 
remote  cause  of  delirium  tremens ;  but  then 
he  looked  upon  the  withholding  of  it  as  the 
proximate  cause.  In  cases  where  the  con- 
stitution was  not  much  impaired  by  a  long 
continuance  of  debauch,  and  where  there 
was  great  irritability  and  inflammation,  he 
should  certainly  extract  blood  at  the  outset, 
and  subsequently  administer  the  accustomed 
stimuli  in  small  quantities. 

Dr.  Williams  was  much  surprised  at  the 
complexion  of  the  discussion.  It  seemed  to 
him  as  if  the  Society  thought  there  was 
only  either  brandy  to  be  given  by  whole- 
sale, or  blood  to  be  extracted  by  hogsheads.  I 
In  the  course  of  thirty  years'  practice,  he 
had  seen  a  great  many  patients  labouring 
under  this  disease,  and  by  resorting  to  nei- 
ther means  as  a  standard  practice,  he  had 
▼ery  generally  recovered  his  patients.  He 
had  neither  bled  by  wholesale,  nor  kept 
bis  patients  half  drunk.  (Laughter.) 

The  Registrar,  before  the  meeting 
broke  up,  was  desirous  of  exhibiting  to  the 
Society  a  flat  lancet-formed  trocar,  with 
which  he  had  that  day  performed  the  opera- 
tion of  paracentesis.  He  believed  the  in- 
strument to  have  been  invented  by  M. 
.Androl,  but  it  was  not  sufficiently  known. 

Several  Members  stated  they  had  never 
been  in  the  habit  of  using  any  other  sort  of 
trocar. 

Mr.  Callaway  was  extremely  happy 


that  this  subject  had  been  brought  before 
the  Society,  because  it  gave  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  the  mode  he  had  lately 
adopted,  whenever  called  upon  to  tap.  The 
manner  in  which  puncturing  the  abdomen 
had  been,  and  was  very  generally  at  present 
peiformed,  was  extremely  dangerous,  as  the 
recorded  cases  of  injured  intestine  showed. 
The  mode  he  had  adopted,  was  by  passing 
his  finger  down  to  the  linea  alba,  then  very 
carefully  introducing  a  lancet  into  the  cavity 
of  the  belly,  until  he  saw  a  small  jet  of  fluid, 
then  withdrawing  the  lancet,  and  intro- 
ducing a  female  catheter.  He  said  female 
catheter,  and  he  had  done  so,  because  it  was 
an  instrument  always  at  hand  ;  but  he  was 
having  an  instrument  made  very  much  upon 
the  same  principle  as  the  female  catheter, 
expressly  for  the  purpose.  He  had  per- 
formed the  operation  a  great  many  times, 
with  the  most  perfect  safety,  in  this  way, 
and,  in  some  cases,  where  the  patient  was 
lying  in  bed,  unable  to  be  placed  in  the  erect 
position  :  he  hoped  this  practice  would  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  profession,  con* 
vioced  as  he  was  of  its  superiority,  in  point 
of  safety,  over  the  other. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 
October  18, 1823. 

* 

Mr.  Arnott,  in  the-Chair. 

THE    CHAIRMAN'S   ADDRESS. — ELECTION  OP 

NEW     OFFICERS.  CASE     OF  ISCHURIA.  

ULCERATION  OF  THE  BOWELS,  AND  TREAT- 
MENT. 

The  Chairman  said — As  the  individual 
whose  duty  it  is  to  take  the  chair  ou  this 
occasion,  1  cannot  do  so  without  first  con- 
gratulating you  upon  re-assembling  here, 
more  especially  as  I  see  many  of  those 
members  present  to  whom  we  owe  the 
means  by  which  this  Society  exists.  Other 
Societies  have  generally  found  it  necessary 
to  hold  out  other  inducements,  by  means, 
for  instance,  of  a  library  or  reading-room, 
for  the  attendance  of  their  members ;  and 
where  they  are  Bimply  composed  of  pupils, 
it  has  occasionally  been  found  requisite  to  re- 
sort to  fines  for  non-attendance  ;  but  this 
Society  finds  it  altogether  unnecessary  to 
adopt  any  such  measures.  The  zeal  with 
which  the  members  bring  forward  subjects 
for  discussion  is  a  source  of  great  gratifica- 
tion to  the  practitioner,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  scarcely  ever  happens  that  all  who 
are  present  do  not  derive  considerable  edifi- 
cation from  the  debates  that  take  place  upon 
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practical  subjects,  conducted  in  this  room  |  ceration  of  tbe  bowels.  She  remained  in  the 
with  great  ability,  and  certainly  if  they  do  hospital  for  six  weeks  after  the  subsidence 
not  advance  the  science  of  truth,  calculated  of  the  fever  and  the  symptoms  of  ulcera- 
invariably  to  correct  error.  During  the  last  tion,  and  then  died  from  a  totally  differeut 
sessions,  we  had  an  admission  of  upwards  of  ' 
70  members  ;  our  funds  were  120/.  without 
debt ;  and,  therefore,  under  these  prosperous 
circumstances,  I  feel  certain,  that  this  year 

•11    a.  /»*  i  ■ 


cause.  Post  mortem  examination  showed  a 
decided  mark  of  ulceration  of  the  bowels 
having  existed,  and  a  sort  of  cartilaginous 
substance  occupied  the  space  in  the  gut, 


will  be  as  successful  and  gratifying  as  the ,  which  bore  such  mark.  The  symptoms, 
last.  [during  life,  of  the  ulceration,  were  great 

A  great  part  of  the  evening  was  occupied  <  irritability,  exquisite  sensibility  to  the  touch, 
in  moving  and  balloting  for  new  officers.        and  that  peculiarity  of  tougue,  which  im- 
Dr.  Baiiky,  and  IUrhert  Mayo,  Esq.  pressed  on  the  doctor's  mind,  at  least,  the 


were  re-elected  Presidents. 

Messrs  Baker  and  Johnson,  were  re- 
elected Secretaries. 

It  was  moved  that  Dr.  Webster  be  re- 
quested to  remain  Treasurer  for  the  present 
year.  The  Doctor  was  absent  in  conse- 
quence of  a  family  affliction. 

A  new  Committee  was  likewise  elected 
by  ballot. 

It  was  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the 


existence  of  ulceration, — not  furred,  but 
exceedingly  red, — giving  the  appearance  of 
a  raw  beef  steak,  and  very  dry.  There  was 
also  a  flushed  cheek,  and  the  patient  died 
ultimately  of  phthisis. 

Dr.  Ley  considered  the  case  related  by 
Dr.  Somerville  to  be  wholly  destitute  of  any 
symptoms  by  which  the  Society  could  justly 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  ulceration  of 
the  bowels  had  ever  existed.    No  purifbrm 


Society  be  conveyed  personally  by  Mr.  Ar-  *  discharge  had  been  detected,  nor  any  blood 
nott,  to  H.  Warburton,  Esq.  for  his  able  con-  [  mixed  in  the  stools ;  if  these  had  been  found, 
duct  in  the  Chair,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  coupled  with  other  circumstances,  then  there 
iu  the  Select  Committee  upon  Anatomy,  and  [  might  have  been  some  pretence  for  saying 
for  his  polite  attention  in  transmitting  to  the  1  ulceration  had  existed. 
Society  a  copy  of  the  report.  |     Dr.  Somerville  recommended,  in  corps 

Mr.  Douchez  read  a  paper  to  the  Society ,  I  where  ulceration  was  supposed  to  exist  after 
upon  a  case  of  Ischuria,  which  he  had  met]  the  bowels  were  once  well  cleared  out,  the 
with,  and  which  he  considered  a  very  ob-J  constant  use  of  gentle  aperients,  such  as 
stiuate  one,  which  he  treated  successfully,  I  castor-oil,  or  one  or  two  grains  of  calomel 
by  the  application  of  leeches,  the  warm  I  in  combination  with  rhubarb. 


bath,  and  gentle  aperients.  He  brought 
the  case  forward  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing information  upon  it  from  the  Society. 

Mr.  Hunt  considered  retention  of  urine 
any  thing  but  of  rare  occurrence ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  to  be  met  with  daily,  and 
at  every  turn  the  practitioner  took.  Fur- 
ther, he  was  disposed  to  think  with  a  great 
physician  in  the  City,  that  where  retention 
of  urine  occurred,  it  indicated  greater  affec- 
tion of  the  brain.  If  this  were  tire  case,  it 
was  most  essential  to  know  the  treatment 
best  to  be  adopted  upon  the  first  appearance 
of  ischuria.  The  disease  was  attributed 
sometimes  to  colds,  and  sometimes,  and  he 
inclined  to  think  more  justly,  to  an  affection 
of  the  nervous  system. 

Dr.  Somerville  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Society,  that  ulce- 
ration of  the  bowels  was  of  more  frequent 
occurrence  now  than  formerly"?  He  had 
found  it  to  be  so.  He  was  likewise  anxious 
to  be  informed,  whether  it  was  considered 
there  were  any  unequivocal  marks,  by 
which  the  first  indication  of  ulceration  of 
the  bowels  could  be  detected,  what  the 
clear  symptoms  of  its  presence  were,  and 
how  far  those  symptoms  were  dependent 
on  continued  fever  1  A  patient  in  one  of 
the  hospitals  in  town  had  continued  fever, 
and  she,  at  the  same  time,  laboured  under  ul- 


About  half  a  doxen  new  members  were  ad- 
mitted, and  the  meeting  broke  up. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 

List  of  Patients  admitted  under  the  Care  of  Mr, 
Earle,  October  17. 

Magdalen's  Ward,  No.  4.— S.  L.,  letat.  16, 
gonorrhoea. 

No.  7. — Ar.  A.,  setat.  25,  gonorrhoea. 

Powell's  Ward,  No.  5 — John  Jones,  setat. 
19,  gonorrhoea,  with  papillary  eruption  over 
the  whole  body, 

No.  7.— Jonas  Connady,  astat.  40,  necro- 
sis of  the  femur. 

Pitcairns  Ward,  No.  10. — James  Camp, 
fttat.  s?0,  diseased  boues  of  the  arms. 

Baldwins  Ward,  No.  G.— William  Acres 
a?tat.  30,  diseased  bladder. 

Parker's  Ward,  No.  11. —Robert  Maule, 
a?tat.  57,  gonorrhoea  and  itch. 

Sitwell's  Ward,  No.  5.— Ann  M'Kann. 
astat.  26,  diseased  right  knee. 

No.  8.— Mary  Ford,  ajtat.  36,  ulcerated 
right  leg. 

No.  10. — Ann  Dense,  a?tat.  3S,  swelling- 
iu  the  left  axilla,  with  general  uneasiness. 

Elizabeth's  Ward,  No.  6.— Mary-Ann  Lee 
aetat.  57,  abscess  of  the  right  leg  and  thigh. 
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No.  10.— Mary  Atom,  aUat.  95,  diseased 
left  knee. 

No.  12. — Mary-Ann  Penery,  a?tat.  19, 
diseased  rigbt  knee. 

No.  13.— Sarah  Anderson,  a?tat.  17,  dis- 
eased right  knee. 

Patience's  Ward,  No.  2.— S.  S.,  setat.  34, 
tp arts  and  gonorrhoea. 

No.  5. — £.  13.,  a?tat.  18,  warts  and  go» 
norrho-a. 

No.  (J. — E.  M.,  ietnt.  26,  gonorrhoea. 

No.  7. — E.  S.,  ;rtat.  19,  gonorrhoea,  with 
extensive  excoriation  of  the  thighs. 

Lamms'  Ward,  No.  4.— W.  D.,  a?tat.  48, 
gonorrhoea,  with  extensive  swelling  of  the 
penis. 

No.  5. — G.  L.,  rctat.  18,  gonorrhoea. 
No.  7.—D.  A.,  anat.  59,  gonorrhaa  pre- 
putii. 

No.  8. — J.  I).,  «x-tat.  30,  secondary  symp- 
toms. 

No.  10.— J.  W.,  a?tat.  19,  chancre  and 
discharge. 


CASE    OP    CONCUSSION,    TREPHINING,  AND 
DEATH. 

—  Thornton,  aetat.  13,  a  slender  boy,  was 
admitted  into  Luke's  Ward  between  six  and 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  6th  of 
October,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Vincent 
The  boy  was  a  labourer,  and   had  been 
assisting  in  the  erection  of  a  house  in  Jewin 
Street,  from  which  ho  fell  to  the  ground  a 
heighth  of  twenty-five  feet.    He  was  taken 
up,  and  brought  to  the  hospital  in  a  state  of 
perfect  insensibility.    His  breathing  was 
difficult  and  stertorous.    He  had  uot  vomit- 
ed.   Mr.  Stanley   attended  about  seven 
o'clock  ;  and  from  the  symptoms,  he  con- 
sidered there  must  have  been,  if  not  de- 
pression, a  fracture  of  the  base  of  the  skull. 
Under  this  impression  he  thought  proper  to 
divide  the  scalp,  and  to  remove  part  of  the 
superior  portion  of  the  right  parietal  hone, 
lie  imagined  blood  must  have  been  diffused 
below  the  dura  mater,  or  between  it  and  the 
bone.  After  the  trephine  had  been  applied, 
no  depression  nor  diffusion  was  observable, 
nor  was  any  relief  afforded  to  the  patient. 
The  divided  parts  of  the  scalp  were  then 
brought  together,  a  cold  evaporating  lotion 
ordered  to  be  kept  to  the  head,  and  calomel 
and  jalap  to  be  administered. 

7.  He  was  not  able  to  swallow  the  medi- 
cine until  eight  o'clock  this  morning. 
During  the  foreuoon,  the  pulse  was  scarcely 
perceptible,  the  breathing  became  more 
difficult,  the  bowels  were  not  moved,  and 
he  died  at  three  o'clock. 

Post'AIortem  Examination. 

This  was  conducted,  twenty- four  hours 
after  death,  by  Mr.  Wormald.  *  No  fracture 
was  detected  in  any  part  of  the  skull.  The 
dura  mater  did  not  appear  to  have  been  per- 


forated by  the  trephine.  There  was  great 
tiirgescence  of  all  the  vessels,  and  a  slight 
bloody  effusion  upon  the  posterior  part  of 
the  left  hemisphere  of  the  cerebrum,  be- 
tween the  dura  mater  and  arachnoid  mem- 
brane ;  a  slight  watery  effusion  into  the 
right  ventricle ;  slight  laceration  on  the 
under  aud  posterior  part  of  the  right  hemis- 
phere, and  the  substance,  within  a  short 
space  around  it,  more  softened  than  natural ; 
one  of  the  cerebelli  slightly  torn,  and  blood 
effused  into  its  substance. 

The  chest  being  next  opened,  a  small 
effusion  of  blood  appeared  to  have  taken 
place  into  it.  The  lungs  were  udherent  to 
the  abdominal  parietes,  and  blood  diffused 
throughout  their  substance.  There  was, 
too,  a  considerable  layer  of  coagulated 
blood  under  aud  close  to  the  pubic  arch* 
Upon  opening  the  spinal  canal,  about  an 
ounce  of  bloody  serum  was  found  effused 
along  the  medulla  spinalis  within  the  theca, 
as  far  as  the  cauda  equina.  A  very  con- 
siderable quantity  of  dark-coloured  blood 
was  detected  along  the  cauda  equina,  be- 
tween the  bony  case  and  the  theca.  The 
sacrum  seemed  to  have  sustained  much 
injury,  though  no  fracture  was  traceable 
in  it. 


INFLAM.ATION  OF  THE  II AND  AND  ARM,  CON- 
SEQUENT ON  THE  PUNCTURE  OF  A  RUSTY 
NEEDLE. 

Mutv  Smith,  aetat.  41,  was  admitted 
into  Faith's- ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Lawrence,  on  the  43d  of  September,  with 
swelling  and  acute  inflammation  of  the  right 
hand  and  wrist,  consequent  on  a  puncture  in 
the  palm  with  a  rusty  needle,  inflicted  on 
the  preceding  day.  The  limb  is  in  a  very 
inflamed  state  and  exqusitely  painful.  VS. 
ad  *  xx. ;  hirud  xxiv.  foment ;  papav.  et 
cat.  panis  postea. 

Calomel,  gr.  iv. 

Jalap,  gr.  xij. ;  suraat  statim. 

24.  Has  been  exceedingly  restless  ;  at 
times  delirious,  with  a  wild  and  staring  ex- 
pression. The  pain  extends  up  the  whole 
of  the  fore  arm,  and  the  layers  of  absorbents 
on  the  internal  aspect  of  the  extremity  much 
inflamed  ;  poise  10(5.  The  head  ordered  to 
he  shaved,  and  16  ounces  of  blood  more  to 
be  taken  from  the  arm. 

49.  The  leeches  have  been  applied  again, 
the  delirium  has  entirely  subsided,  and  the 
infiuination  much  abated,  though  there  is 
considerable  pain  in  the  hand,  and  the  tem- 
perature of  the  part  unnaturally  great. 

Oct.  3.  Pus  has  formed  and  burrowed 
under  the  palmer  fascia.    Mr.  Lawrence  in- 
]  tmduced  a  lancet,  and  about  an  ounce  of 
healthy  matter  escaped. 

8.  The  patient  has  continued  doing  well, 
and  loft  the  Hospital  this  morning  almost 
entirely  free  from  pain  or  inconvenience. 
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TALIACOTIAN  OPERATION. 


ST,  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 


TALIACOTIAN    OPERATION,    FOB   TUE  FOR- 
MATION OP  A  NEW  NOSE. 

Mr. Green,  on  Friday  last,  performed; 
the  Taliacotian  operation  for  the  formation  I 
of  a  new  nose.   The  patient,  a  young  man, 
bad  lost  his  nose  from  syphilis,  and  was  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  to  have  the  deformity 
remedied.    The  operation  was  effected  by 
cutting  out  a  triangular  portion  of  skin  from 
the  forehead,  bringing  it  down,  twisting  it, 
and  applying  the  cut  edges  to  the  sides  of 
the  original  situation  of  the  nose,  a  kind  of, 
groove  being  previously  formed  on  each  side, 
and  also  at  the  lower  part,  for  the  reception 
of  the  akin.   The  parts  were  held  in  their 
situation  by  four  sutures  on  each  side,  and  , 
two  at  the  lower  part.  There  was  not  much 
blood  lost  in  the  performance  of  the  opera- 
tion, which  occupied  nearly  one  hour. 

The  parts  were  dressed  by  Mr.  Green  on 
Tuesday  the  Slat.,  and  there  is  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  operation  will  be  success* 
ful— adhesion  having  taken  place  to  some 
extent.  The  artificial  nose  was  of  a  natural 
colour  and  temperature,  but  readily  parted 
with  its  heat  on  exposure  to  air.  During 
the  process  of  dressing,  a  small  artery  bled 
from  the  side  of  the  artificial  nose — this  Mr. 
Green  remarked  was  good  evidence  of  vi- 
gorous circulation. 

We  shall  note  the  progress  of  this  inter- 
esting case. 

On  the  same  day  with  the  preceding  ope- 
ration Mr.  Green  divided  a  permanent  stric- 
ture  of  the  urethra,  at  the  perineum. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  our  remarks 
on  the  want  of  attention  to  the  interests  of 
the  pupils,  have  effected  some  reform  at 
this  Hospital.  We  observe  that  there  is 
now  a  board  in  the  surgery  on  which  the 
post- mortem  examinations  are  notified,  and 
the  inspections  at  present  are  conducted 
with  regularity.  Further,  we  understand 
that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  make  some 
change  in  the  visits  of  the  Physicians,  all  of 
whom,  be  it  observed,  under  the  present 
regulations,  make  their  rounds  on  the  some 
days,  Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  and  at  the 
same  hour — consequently  the  pupil  loses 
two-thirds  of  what  he  has  paid  for—and  we 
again  remark,  what  he  is  not  only  morally 
but  legally  entitled  to.  Dr.  Roots,  (on 
whose  appointment  to  the  situation  of  Phy- 
sician, we  sincerely  congratulate  the  stu- 
dents,) we  are  aware  has  laboured  hard  to 
effect  a  change, — but  we  are  told  it  would 
greatly  inconvenience  the  apothecary  andj 


his  doxen  apprentices — there  we  suspect  is 

the  opposition. 

In  the  surgical  department  the  abuses 
continue.  The  surgeons  attend  as  usual  on 
the  same  days,  and  nominally  at  the  same 
hours,  the  Senior  Surgeon  usually  arriving 
after  one  o'clock  and  the  anatomical  lec- 
ture commencing  at  two  o'clock.  Surely 
this  is"  too  bad." 


WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL. 


CASE  OF  POPLITEAL  ANEURISM — OPERA- 
TION OF  TVINO  THE  FEMORAL  ARTERY, 
BV  SIR  A.  CARLISLE. 

This  operation  was  performed  on  9th  of 
August,  under  the  following  circumstances: 
The  patient,  a  man,  46  years  of  age,  of 
full  habit  of  body,  had  been  accustomed  to 
drink  a  very  large  quantity  of  liquor,  was 
admitted  into  this  Hospital,  on  account  of 
a  pulsating  swelling  in  the  right  popliteal 
space. 

He  stated,  on  admission,  that  he  perceived 
a  small  swelling  in  the  hamstring  about  two 
months  previously,  which  occasioned  a  con- 
siderable deal  of  pain  ;  he  also  felt  a  stiffness 
in  the  knee-joint  after  a  little  exertion,  and 
frequently  experienced  cramp  in  the  limb. 
He  had  been  a  soldier  for  several  years,  had 
seen  a  great  deal  of  service,  and  had  used 
considerable  exertion  during  that  period  of 
life,  but  had  quitted  his  avocation  for  two  or 
three  years.  He  was  not  conscious  of  hav- 
ing received  any  injury  in  that  part  during 
the  whole  course  of  his  career.  There  was 
a  firm  pulsating  tumour  in  the  popliteal 
space,  rather  larger  than  a  pigeon's  egg. 
The  pulsations  of  this  swelling  were  com- 
pletely checked,  by  making  pressure  upon 
the  femoral  artery  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
thigh ;  and  continuing  this  pressure  for 
some  considerable  time,  the  tumour  became 
considerably  diminished.  He  remained  in 
the  hospital  about  a  week  before  the  opera- 
tion was  performed;  during  that  time 
leeches  were  applied  to  the  knee,  and  24 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  his  arm  at 
two  different  periods. 

Sir  A.  Carlisle  performed  the  operation 
on  the  9th  of  August.  Instead  of  making  the 
usual  longitudinal  incision,  he  pinched  up 
the  common  integuments,  and  pushed  a 
small  cailin  through  them,  at  the  same 
time  cutting  upwards  and  outwards  ;  the 
reason  the  learned  President  gave  was,  that 
in  making  the  longitudinal  incision,  the 
operator  is  frequently  obliged  to  elongate  it, 
which  causes  a  great  deal  of  pain  to  the  pa- 
tient; however,  before  the  operation  was 


Digitized  by  Google 


KPTDEMY  AT  PARIS. 


1«5 


finished,  Sir  Anthony  was  obliged  to  elon- 
gate his  ;  to  his  great  mortification,  after 
having  preached  along  sermon  to  the  pupils 
on  his  improved  method  of  doing  the  incision, 
after  a  great  deal  of  groping,  to  which  he  is 
so  much  averse,  he  found  the  vessel.  There 
was  a  small  nerve  passing  in  front  of  the 
artery,  which  was  separated,  and  in  doing 
this,  the  femoral  vein  was  wounded,  which 
produced  a  considerable  bleeding.  A  single 
ligature  of  silk  was  applied  to  the  artery, 
and  the  wound  closed  by  strips  of  adhesive 
plaster.  After  all,  to  use  our  former  lan- 
guage, when  we  noticed  the  case,  "  it  was, 
in  fact,  an  Oysterian  operation."  We  saw 
him  in  about  an  hour  after  the  operation  ; 
his  pulse  was  70,  and  the  heat  of  the  limb 
87°  of  Farenbeit.  He  had  been  ordered  the 
following  mixture : — 

Sulphate  of  magnesia,  3  ij .  * 
Infusion  qf  roses,  Jvj. 

Aug.  11.  Sleeps  very  badly;  complains 
of  a  great  deal  of  pain  in  the  limb,  which 
is  much  increased  upon  pressure  being 
made  in  the  groin.  He  was  ordered  to  take 
two  table  spoonfuls  of  the  following  medi- 
cine every  four  hours : — 

Subcarbonate  of  ammonia,  1  scruple  ; 
Aromatic  powder,  half  a  drachm  j 
Peppermint  water,  8  ounces. 

13.  Pain  still  continues ;  there  evidently 
exists  an  inflammation  of  the  vein  ;  his 
countenance  appears  very  anxious,  and  he 
has  entirely  lost  his  appetite.  He  was  or- 
dered to  be  bled  to  twelve  ounces  ;  his  me- 
dicine was  changed  to  the  following  :— 

Carbonate  of  potash,  one  scruple  ; 
Syrup  of  orange  peel,  half  a  drachm  ; 
^ntimonial  nine,  15  drops  j 
Water,  4  ounces ; 
to  be  taken  the  same  as  the  former. 

16.  Still  continues  in  the  same  state  ; 
was  bled  yesterday  to  eight  ounces ;  a  slight 
haemorrhage  occurred  from  the  incision  this 
morning,  which  was  soon  checked.  His 
medicine  was  again  altered  to  the  follow- 
ing:— 

Carbonate  of  ammonia,  2  drachms. 
Tincture  of  henbane,  1  drachm  and  a  half. 
Water,  eight  ounces — 
1  ounce  every  4  hours,  with  lemon-juice. 

Pulse  to-day  about  100 ;  leg  very  painful 
below  knee ;  complains  of  cramp  in  the 
calf  of  the  leg. 

21.  Since  our  former  report,  he  has  been 
gradually  improving ;  no  pain  in  the  inguinal 
region ;  appetite  pretty  good ;  pulse  84. 
He  continued  in  much  the  same  state  till 
the  beginning  of  September,  when  morti- 
fication of  the  calf  of  the  leg  ensued  a  few 
days  prior  to  his  death. 


Sectio  cadaveris. 

Nothing  particular  appeared  upon  open- 
ing the  abdomen.  On  cutting  down  to  the 
artery  which  was  diseased,  the  veins  evi- 
dently appeared  to  have  been  highly  in- 
flamed ;  several  inches  of  the  femoral  vein, 
which  was  pierced  during  the  operation, 
had  completely  sloughed  away,  an  im- 
mense abscess  had  formed  in  the  adjoining 
parts,  and  some  of  the  muscles  had  suffered 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  vein. 


HOPITAL  DE  LA  CIIARITE. 


BPIDKMY. 

A  very  remarkable  affection  has  lately 
been  observed  in  the  lufirmerie  de  Marie 
Th6rese,  Rue  d'Enfer  ;  it  seemed  for  a  long 
time  to  be  confined  to  this  establishment, 
but  has  latterly  shown  itself  in  other  hos- 
pitals ;  its  apparent  epidemic  nature,  and 
the  severity  of  its  symptoms,  claim  the  at- 
tentien  of  the  medical  public. 

Five  patients  of  this  kind  were  admitted 
at  the  Charite  under  M.  Cayol ;  one  of  them 
died,  one  was  cured,  the  three  others  are 
still  in  the  hospital. 

Case  1. — The  first  patient,  a  man  84  years 
of  age,  a  servant  of  the  Hospice  de  Marie 
Therese,wason  the  4th  of  June,  without  any 
previous  cause,  seized  with  shivering  and 
frequent  vomiting,  violent  headach,  sore 
throat  and  pains  in  the  eyes,  with  an  oede- 
matous  swelling  of  the  eye-lids,  and  face. 
Bleeding,  leeches  to  the  temples  and  throat, 
and  low  diet,  produced  no  alteration,  and 
the  patient  continued  in  this  state  for  about 
a  fortnight,  when  a  remission  seemed  to 
take  place  ;  this  was,  however,  all  on  a  sud- 
den, followed  by  very  violent  shooting  pains, 
which  ran  like  fire  through  the  whole  body, 
and,  lastly,  became  fixed  in  the  hands  and 
feet,  where  they  caused  an  intolerable  sen- 
sation of  pricking  and  formication.  This 
new  symptom,  which  at  first  was  scarcely 
adverted  to,  soon  took  an  alarming  charac- 
ter; the  patient  lost  all  power  of  holding 
himself  upright ;  the  pain  became  very  vio- 
lent, especially  during  the  night,  and  de- 
prived him  of  all  rest.  The  physicians  of 
the  Hospice,  of  whom  M.  Cayol  is  one,  sus- 
pected an  affection  of  the  spinal  chord,  and 
ordered  cupping  and  blisters  along  the  spine, 
but  without  any  effect.  The  patient  waa 
now  transferred  to  the  Charite  ;  at  this  pe- 
riod he  was  almost  completely  deprived  of 
motion  ;  he  could,  with  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulty, b«ud  the  knee,  but  was  not  able  to 
extend  it ;  the  arms  were  a  little  more  free, 
but  so  extremely  sensible,  that  the  least 
touch  caused  convulsions.    The  shooting 
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pain  had  in  some  degree  subsided,  but  had 
exacerbations  ;  the  burning  heat  and  prick- 
ing sensation  in  the  hands  and  feet,  conti- 
nued without  any  remission  ;  thete  was  no 
fever,  the  head  was  free,  and  the  appetite 
good.  M.  Cayol  applied  some  inoxas  on 
tbe  lumbar  region,  but  iu  vain.  As  some 
of  the  symptoms  evidently  had  an  intermit- 1 
tent  type,  the  sulphate  of  quinine  was  re-  { 
sorted  to,  but,  as  well  as  large  doses  of 
opium,  proved  useless.  On  the  Vod  of 
August,  tlie  patient  was  in  tlie  same  condi- 
tion as  when  lie  entered  the  hospital ;  lie 
had  been  using,  for  a  few  days,  sulphureous 
baths.  The  epidermis  of  the  hand  and  feet 
had  desquamated  in  large  pieces. 

Cass  2. — The  second  patient  was  a  char- 
coal burner,40  years  of  age, who  had  lived  ia  a 
very  unhealthy  quarter.  Sickuesa,  shivering, 
swelling  of  the  face,  had,  as  in  the  former 
case,  been  tbe  first  symptoms.  He,  aa  well 
ns  his  wife  and  daughter,  who  were  effected 
in  the  same  manner,  ascribed  their  illness 
to  the  miserable  life  which  they  led,  aud 
continued  their  work  ;  within  a  short  time, 
however,  the  acute  pains  in  the  limbs,  the 
pricking  sensation  and  burning  heat  in  the 
hands  aud  feet,  and  debility,  increaaed  to 
such  a  degree,  that  after  having  been  in 
this  condition  for  two  months  and  a  half 
without  any  medical  attendance,  they  ap- 
plied for  admission  at  a  hospital.  When 
the  man  entered  the  Charite,  he  was  iu  such 
a  state  as  to  afford  very  little  hope  of  reco- 
very ;  his  extremities  were  wasted  and  per- 
fectly motionless ;  the  skin  was  of  nu  earthy 
colour,  and  covered  with  furfuraceous  scales ; 
the  face  was  not  swelled,  but  the  eyes  pain- 
ful and  watery ;  the  fever  was  slight,  but 
the  patient  complained  of  pains  iu  the  chest, 
with  a  troublesome  cough,  and  an  abundant 
viscous  expectoration.  He  was  twice  bled, 
and  took  large  doses  of  tartarised  antimony ; 
hut  the  dyspnoea  increased,  and  he  died. 
The  lungs  were  found  healthy,  their  poste- 
rior part  only  was  gorged  with  a  dark-co- 
loured foetid  serum ;  the  heart  was  flabby 
and  softened ;  the  liver  pale  aud  con- 
tracted in  a  remarkable  manner,  so  that  the 
right  and  left  lobe  were  nearly  in  contact , 
the  bile  in  the  gall-bladder  was  very  liquid  ; 
the  spleen  enlarged  to  double  the  natural 
sire.  The  other  organs  were  perfectly 
healthy. 

Cask  3.— In  the  third  patient  the  affec- 
tion was  but  slight ;  no  precursory  symptoms 
had  been  observed  ;  the  face  was  swelled  ; 
the  formication  and  heat  in  the  hands  and 
feet  were  moderate.  The  patient  recovered 
under  the  use  of  cooling  aperients,  the  epi- 
dermis of  tbe  extremities  having  desqua- 
mated. 

Cask  4. — This  patient  is  a  female,  thirty- 
three  years  old,  and  has  been  ill  for  two 
months;  she  felt  the  heat  and  pricking  sen- 


sation in  the  hands  and  feet,  without  any 
previous  symptom.  When  admitted  into 
the  hospital  she  could  walk,  but  with  some 
difficulty ;  the  sensibility  and  muscular 
power  of  the  hands  were  so  deranged,  that 
she  could  not  take  hold  of  any  thing.  Dur- 
ing the  night  the  intense  pain,  cramps  in 
the  feet,  and  formication,  deprived  her  of  all 
rest ;  in  the  day  lime  all  the  symptoms  were 
slighter-,  the  face  had  not  been  swelled, 
but  the  eyes  were  very  painful  ;  the  skiu 
was  of  a  dark  earthy  colour ;  the  menses 
hud  remained  regular,  and  the  appetite  and 
digestion  were  good.  Before  her  eu trance, 
into  tlie  hospital,  she  had  been  bled,  and 
used  warm  baths,  but  without  any  effect ; 
in  the  hospital,  her  condition  has  very 
slowly  improved ;  the  sensibility  of  the 
hands  is  apparently  somewhat  restored  ;  the 
epidermis  of  the  hands  and  feet  has  desqua- 
mated ;  but  in  the  latter,  the  intolerable 
pricking  sensation  remains  undiminished. 

Cass  5. — The  fifth  patient  is  29  years  of 
age.  Some  months  before  she  entered  the 
hospital,  her  menstrual  flux  was  suppressed 
by  an  emotion  of  mind,  after  which  she 
felt  indisposed,  and  was  soou  seised  with 
shivering,  heat,  headach,  a  very  trouble- 
xorne  cough,  burning  pains,  and  spasmodic 
contractions  of  the  limbs,  which  had  exacer- 
bations of  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  termi- 
nating in  vomiting.  During  the  inter- 
missions the  patient  was  much  fatigued,  but 
felt  only  the  formication  in  the  hands  and 
feet.  The  skiu  was  of  a  dark  earthy 
colour,  the  face  swelled,  and  the  eyes  were 
very  painful.  When  the  patient  entered  the 
hospital,  the  cough  had  subsided,  but  all  the 
other  symptoms  persisted,  aud  every  morn- 
ing a  paroxysm  of  pain  aud  convulsions  still 
takes  place,  preceded  by  shivering.  Under 
the  use  of  opium,  and  the  sulphate  of  qui- 
nine, she  seems  to  be  slowly  recovering. 

At  the  sitting  of  the  Academic  Royule  de 
Mvltcint,  on  the  26th  of  August,  M.Chomel 
called  tlie  attention  of  the  members  to  tbe 
epiuemy  now  prevailing  in  Paris,  and  which 
we  have  just  described.  It  appears  to  him 
that  this  disease  affects,  at  the  same  time, 
the  digestive  organs,  the  muscular  system, 
aud  the  skiu  ;  that,  at  first,  there  seems  to 
be  an  irritation  gastro-intestinale,"  which 
is,  however,  soon  transferred  to  the  extre- 
mities ;  the  most  remarkable  symptoms  are, 
the  violent  periodical  pains  in  the  limbs, 
the  formication  in  the  hands  and  feet,  and 
the  affection  of  the  skin  ;  the  latter  becomes 
of  an  earthy  black  colour,  is  considerably 
thickened,  and,  lastly,  desquamates  in 
large  pieces  ;  the  disease  is,  us  yet,  confined 
to  the  Faubourg  St.  Germain ;  at  least 
there  is  no  instance  known  of  its  having 
occurred  on  the  right  side  of  the  Seine, 
Nearly  thirty  individuals  have  been  affected 
in  the  Hospice  de  Marie  Therese ;  in  the 
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hospitals  Vol  de  Grace,  Hwtel-Dieu,  ond  in 
the  Charit£,  several  cases  have  been  ob- 
served. A  committee  bas  been  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  the  causes  of 
this  affection. 

At  the  sitting  of  the  Society  de  Medecine 
Pratique,  on  the  4th  of  September,  several 
of  the  members  reported  cases  of  this  epi- 
demic affection,  which,  till  now,  has  been 
treated  in  very  different  ways,  but,  as  it 
appears,  without  any  great  effect.  It  seems 
to  be  of  a  very  chronic  nature,  aud  of  an 
asthenic  character,  although  the  Bioussaists, 
of  course,  here  also  see  their  gastro- 
eaterite. 

Several  cases  of  the  disease  in  question 
Lave  been  observed  in  the  H6tel  Dieu, 
oader  M.  Recamier,  who  is  decidedly 
against  its  being  founded  on  gastro- intesti- 
nal irritation ;  he  considers  it  rather  as 
analogous  to  scurvy,  and  accordingly  recom- 
mends acids,  tonics,  and  fresh  air,  which, 
indeed,  seem  to  have  had  more  effect  than 
any  of  the  other  remedies  employed. 

[We  are  Bomewhat  surprised  that  the 
French  practitioners  hitherto  seem  to  have 
entirely  overlooked  the  striking  analogy  be- 
tween this  epidemic  affection,  and  the  dis- 
ease called  raphania,  in  its  chronic  form, 
which,  in  the  middle  of  last  century,  was  of 
such  frequent  occurrence,  but  since  that 
time  seems  to  have  almost  completely  dis- 
appeared.] 


REMARKABLE  CASE  OF  ABORTION. 

Madame  N.,  of  a  nervous  temperament, 
being  in  the  second  month  of  her  first 
pregnancy,  was,  in  consequence  of  over- 
exertion, seized  with  violent  vomiting, 
which  could  only  be  subdued  by  the  great- 
est abstinence.  In  the  third  month,  she 
was  suddenly  attacked  with  pains  in  the 
lumbar  and  uterine  region,  winch  gradually 
increased,  and,  at  last,  were  accompanied 
by  a  discharge  of  blood  from  the  vagina.  On 
examination,  the  neck  of  the  uterus  was 
found  somewhat  dilated.  The  practitioner 
applied  ligatures  to  one  arm  and  leg  as  a 
substitute  for  bleeding,  which,  from  the 
great  weakness  of  the  patient,  appeared  in- 
admissible, and,  at  the  same  time,  sina- 
pisms to  the  arm,  and  cold  fomentations  to 
the  abdomen.  By  these  means  a  transitory 
relief  was  -obtained  j  the  pains  abated  a 
little,  but  the  discharge  of  fluid  and  grumous 
blood  Continued.  A  few  nights  afterwards, 
after  violent  pain  in  the  belly,  and  during 
the  attempt  to  make  watei,  a  solid  body 
was  expelled,  which  was  found  to  be  a  pla- 
centa of  three  months,  in  a  healthy  state  and 
without  any  sign  of  decomposition ;  its  j 
umbilical  chord  was  only  an  inch  in  length. 
In  the  blood,  which,  at  the  same  time,  was] 
discharged  in  considerable  quantity,  no! 


embryo  was  discovered ;  and,  on  exami- 
nation, the  os  uteri  was  found  contracted 
and  rigid.  From  this  time  the  pain  sub- 
sided, and  the  patient  seemed  to  be  slowly 
recovering,  when  the  uterine  discharge, 
which,  after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta, 
bad  changed  into  a  pale  serum,  began  to 
have  a  very  offensive  smell ;  ond,  on  the 
evening  of  the  twelfth  day,  after  the  dis- 
charge of  the  placenta,  the  patient  wus 
again  seized  with  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and 
with  shivering;  the  os  uteri  was  dilated, 
and  from  it  a  foetus  of  two  inches,  with  an 
umbilical  chord  of  sixteen  lines  in  length, 
was  removed  in  a  state  of  complete  putre- 
faction. The  patient  gradually  recovered. — 
Jtturn.  de  Pregr. 


ITCH  TREATED  WITII    CHLORTDB   OF  I.IMI. 

By  W.  Johnson,  Esq, 

To  the  Editor  o/The  Lancet. 

Dear  Sir, — Well  knowing  your  promp- 
titude and  willingness  in  communicating  to 
the  medical  world  any  improvement  in  the 
science  of  medicine,  I  beg  leave  to  send 
you  the  following  cases  of  itch,  (the  scabies 
of  Willan.)  which  were  speedily,  safely,  and 
permanently  cured  by  the  chloride  of  lime, 
as  prepared  by  Mr.  Frederick  Finchom,  of 
Manchester.  If  you  deem  the  cases  worth 
insertion,  you  will  much  oblige  me  bv  giving 
them  a  place  in  your  highly  useful  peri- 
odical. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obliged  servant, 

W.  Johnson. 
Wotlington  Cottage,  Lynn,  Norfolk, 
Oct.  6,  18*8. 

Elizabeth  Fenly,  a  widow,  of  the  parish 
of  Tottenhil),  and  her  six  children,  all  caught 
the  rank  itch,  (scabies  papuliformis,)  and, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Henry  Fincbam, 
who  had  several  times  cured  the  mange  in 
dogs  and  horses  with  the  chloride  of  lime, 
I  ventured  to  give  it  a  trial  in  the  above- 
named  cases,  and,  to  my  great  satisfaction, 
I  found  the  disease  instantly  give  way. 
After  the  first  application,  the  intolerable 
and  characteristic  itching  went  off,  and  all 
the  patients  enjoyed,  what  they  had  not 
done  before  for  some  weeks,  a  good  night's 
rest.  It  should  be  observed  that  no  other 
medicine,  either  during  or  after  the  appli- 
cation of  the  chloride  of  lime,  was  exhibited, 
so  that  the  disease  was  cured  solely  by  the 
agency  of  that  powerful  liquid.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  mode  I  adopted  :  it  being  warm 
weather,  1  made  a  bath  of  one  part  chlo- 
ride, and  six  ports  water  3  in  this  I  had  the 
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patientf  immersed  for  about  ten  minutes 
every  day,  and  after  the  second  application 
of  the  bath,  the  patients  felt  no  more  of  the 
disease.  However,  as  a  further  security, 
I  directed  them  to  go  into  the  bath  four 
times  more,  which  they  did  ;  whether  they 
would  hare  been'  cuTed  by  the  first  two 
bathings,  or  not,  1  am  not  prepared  to  say. 
The  bath  was  easily  constructed  ;  a  common 
washing-tub  was  sufficient ;  I  had  the  bath 
slightly  warmed  by  heating  a  portion  of  it 
every  day,  and  adding  it  to  the  whole.  A 
better  way  would  be  to  add  clean  hot  water, 
with  a  little  fresh  chloride,  throwing  about 
the  same  quantity  of  the  old  out  every  day* 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  sponging  the  body 
diligently  with  the  tepid  chloride  of  lime 
and  water  in  the  above  proportions  would 
answer  the  purpose. 

The  effect  was  so  decided  in  the  above 
inveterate  cases  of  scabies,  that  I  am  in* 
duced  to  indulge  the  hope  that  the  chloride 
of  lime  bath  will  be  found  hereafter  a  most 
useful,  cleanly,  and  cheap  application  in  all 
Bcabid,  porriginous,  and  impetiginous  erup- 
tions. While  speaking  of  the  valuable 
properties  of  chloride  of  lime,  I  cannot 
avoid  bearing  testimony  to  its  very  great 
utility,  as  a  lotion  in  mercurial  sore  mouth, 
in  the  proportion  of  sixty,  seventy,  or  eighty 
parts  water  to  one  of  chloride:  I  have 
found  it  singularly  beneficial  in  ulcerated 
sore  throat,  particularly  where  there  has 
been  much  fcetor,  and  a  typhoid  tendency. 

All  manufacturers  of  the  chloride  of  lime 
do  not  make  it  of  the  same  strength  ;  but  as 
Mr.  Frederick  Finchara  is  careful  to  make 
liia  of  one  specific  and  uniform  strength, 
if  his  chloride  is  used,  the  proportions 
here  given  may  invariably  be  depended 
upon. 


ABUSES  IX  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW  S. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — To  effect  a  salutary  reformation  in 
any  abusive  system,  it  is  requisite  to  expose 
the  disadvantages  attending  its  continuance, 
and  likewise  to  explain  the  remedies  best 
calculated  to  bring  about  its  non- existence. 
I  beg,  therefore,  to  be  allowed,  through  the 
efficient  medium  of  Thb  Lancet,  to  submit 
the  following  to  the  dispassionate  considera- 
tion of  the  Bartholomew's  surgeons  and 
dressers.  Almost  invariably,  as  on  last 
Saturday,  when  Mr.  Lawrence  secured  the 
extremities  of  the  radial  and  ulnar  arteries 
for  an  injury  to  the  forearm,  many  in- 
dividuals of  the  great  number  of  assembled 
pupils,  completely  lost  the  benefit  of  wit- 
nessing distinctly  the  process  of  the  opera- 
tion, in  consequence  of  the  congregated 
heads  of  the  "  privileged  few."    Now,  as 


no  essential  utility  can  accrue  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  this  unnecessary  nuisance  of 
clubbing  craniums,  not  only  to  the  evident 
disadvantage  of  even  themselves,  but  also 
to  the  total  and  unqualified  exclusion  of  all 
the  other  pupils  who  may  not  be  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  purchase  the  right  of  occupying 
the  operating  portion  of  the  theatre,  I  would 
humbly  suggest  the  propriety  of  confining 
to  the  first,  and,  if  necessary,  second  bench, 
the  dressers,  merely  retaining  as  many  as 
shall  be  required  for  the  convenience  and 
expedition  of  the  operation,  selecting  those 
in  regular  succession  from  their  own  body ; 
thus  securing  to  themselves  their  "just 
and  lawful "  prerogative,  while  it  confers  an 
incalculable  benefit  on  their  less  fortunate 
fellow  labourers.  Nor  will  it  be  too  much 
to  expect,  that  the  individuals  alluded  to, 
whose  otherwise  gentlemanly  deportment 
and  professional  acquirements  entitle  them 
to  respect,  will  obligingly  concede  in  cour- 
tesy and  good  fellowship,  what  ought  to  have 
been  in  justice  demanded  as  a  right.  The 
slightest  progress  towards  the  attainment  of 
this  truly  desirable  object,  will  be  grate- 
fully  felt,  and  acknowledged  by,  Sir,  for  self 
and  friends, 

Yours,  respectfully, 

A  Sufferer. 

Oct.  15,  1828. 


LITERARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

Dr.  Richard  Bright  of  Guy's  Hospital, 
has  been  for  some  time  engaged  in  prepar- 
ing for  the  press,  a  second  volume  of  his 
Medical  Reports. 

Dr.  Forster  is  printing,  at  the  Chelmsford 
press,  an  Essay  on  some  Remarkable  Effects 
from  Change  of  Air  onthe  Intermittent  Fever 
of  that  County  ;  the  result  of  many  years' 
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ON  THE 


GRAVID  UTERUS,  AND  ON  THE  DISEASES 
OF  WOMEN  AND  CHILDREN. 

DILI  VERS  D  AT  COY'S  HOSPITAL  BT 

DR.  BLUNDELL. 


Lecture  II. 

Contents  of  the  Womb. 

The  human  ovum,  as  we  find  on  exami- 
nation, is  composed  of  two  principal  por- 
tions, the  appendages  and  the  foetus  itself. 
In  the  essentials  of  its  structure,  the  foetus, 
on  which  I  shall  first  make  a  few  observa- 
tions,  very  exactly  resembles  the  adult,  and 
yat  there  are  some  peculiarities  in  its  struc- 
ture and  functions,  which  are  worth  a  little 
observation. 

In  the  foetal  cranium,  and  that  of  young 
children,  the  cranial  bones  are  more  nume- 
rous than  those  of  the  adult ;  and  those 
bones  are  not  united  by  harmony,  nor  by 
serrated  a u tare,  but  by  means  of  interven- 
ing cartilage,  the  false  sutures,  as  they  are 
called,  from  their  softness,  allowing  of  that 
change  in  the  form  of  the  head,  which,  in 
cases  of  coarctation,  prepares  it  for  trans- 
mission through  the  pelvis.  In  the  foetus, 
when  it  is  under  the  age  of  seven  months, 
we  find  in  the  eye  a  peculiar  membrane — 
the  membrana  pupUiar'u,  thin,  vascular,  aris- 
ing in  a  circle  from  the  margin  of  the 
pupil,  and  dividing  the  aqueous  fluid  into 
two  portions,  the  posterior,  and  that  which 
lies  before  the  iris.  The  use  of  this  mem- 
brane has  not  been  properly  ascertained ;  by 
Blumenbach  it  has,  I  think,  been  suggested, 
that  it  maybe  designed,  as  the  eye  grows, 
to  keep  the  iris  on  the  stretch  ;  but,  to  my 
mind,  this  is  by  no  means  a  satisfactory  ex- 

{rianation.    In  the  child  at  birth,  and  for  a 
ength  of  time  afterwards,  we  find  the  ner- 
vous system  bears  a  larger  proportion  to 
the  rest  of  the  body,  than  in  the  adult ; 
that  is,  if  you  weigh  the  body,  and  after- 
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wards  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow,  in 
the  manner  stated  in  a  preceding  lecture* 
you  will  find  the  spinal  marrow,  ond  the 
brain,  weigh  together  more,  in  proportion  to 
the  rest  of  the  body,  than  the  same  parts  in 
the  adult.  In  the  foetus  the  lungs  are  com- 
pact, the  cells  being  wholly  un dilated,  not 
containing  a  single  particle  of  air,  though  the 
whole  structure  expands  itself  under  the  act 
of  inspiration,  as  soon  as  the  child  enters 
the  world.  There  is  a  popular  notion,  that 
if  the  child  has  been  born  dead,  the  lungs 
will  not  float  in  water,  and  that  they  will  be 
buoyed  up  by  this  fluid,  if  the  child  have 
been  born  alive.  Now,  it  certainly  is  very 
possible  for  the  lungs  to  float  in  water, 
although  the  child  have  not  been  born  alive  ; 
and  more  especially,  although  it  have  not 
been  born  with  that  vigorous  vitality  which 
would  have  enabled  it  to  survive,  unless 
violence  had  been  used  to  destroy  it  j  first, 
because  if  a  child  is  begun  to  putrify,  gas 
may,  in  this  way,  become  formed  into  the 
lungs— thus,  the  other  day,  on  examin- 
ing a  body  within  twenty-four  hours  after 
death,  I  found  in  the  lungs,  and  other 
parts,  air  which  had  been  evolved  by  early 
putrefaction,  and  why  might  not  the  same 
accident  happen  to  children?  So  if  a  child 
were  still-born,  and  efforts  were  made  by 
the  mother  to  inflate  the  lungs  by  the 
mouth,  if  much  force  were  used  in  the  in- 
flation, I  think  that  some  of  the  air  might 
find  its  wsy  into  the  lungs,  and  render  them 
capable  of  floating.  Or,  which  is  a  more 
important  consideration  than  the  other  two, 
if  a  child  is  in  good  measure  still,  when  it 
comes  into  the  world,  yet  it  may  sigh  once 
or  twice,  and  then  die  irrecoverably,  exam  plus 
of  which  I  have  myself  seen.  Now  if  the 
child  should  sigh  but  once,  this,  I  suspect, 
would  cause  the  lungs  to  float,  without 
however  affording  any  satisfactory  proof,  or 
even  presumption,  that  violence  was  neces- 
sary to  destroy  it.  But  though  the  floating 
of  the  lungs  is  no  proof  that  a  child  was  born 
alive,  and  more  especially  in  a  state  of* 
lively  vitality,  the  sinking  of  the  lungs,  on 
the  other  hand,  furnishes  a  very  strong  pre- 
sumption that  the  child  has  been  born  dead, 
or,  at  all  events,  that  it  has  never  breathed. 
It  is  true  the  lungs  may  become  hepatised 
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in  consequence  of  disease,  even  in  the  adult ; 
and  when  solidified  in  this  manner,  they 
may  sink  just  in  the  same  way,  as  if  the 
person  had  never  breathed  ;  but,  then,  this 
disease  is  by  no  means  common  even  in  the 
adult,  though  I  have  myself  seen  it,  still 
less  is  it  a  disease  common  to  the  foetus,  in 
which,  perhaps,  it  has  never  been  observed  ; 
and,  furtlier,  still  less  likely  is  it  to  occur  in 
a  esse  of  suspected  child  murder.  I  will 
venture  to  assert,  if  we  could  get  together 
data,  so  as  to  form  a  calculation,  we  should 
find  that  the  chances  are  myriads  to  one 
against  such  a  concurrence.  Mow,  in  the 
uncertainty  of  all  human  ufxairs,  chances,  of 
myriads  to  one,  may  be  looked  upon  as  ap- 
proximating to  certainty,  near  enough  for 
practical  purposes ;  and,  therefore,  I  con- 
ceive that  the  sinkiug  of  the  lungs  in  water, 
is  to  be  considered  as  proof,  only  not  cer- 
tain, that  the  child  has  never  'breathed ; 
how  far  we  may  reasonably  infer  from  thia 
that  the  child  was  dead  at  birth,  I  leave  for 
othera  to  determine. 

The  heart  of  the  foetus  is  remarkable  for 
having  both  the  ventricles  of  equal  thick- 
ness; it  is  also  remarkable  on  account  of  an 
opening  which  leads  from  the  right  auricle 
to  the  left,  and  which  is  denominated  fora- 
men ovale.  In  the  blood-reseels,  too,  there 
are  peculiarities,  some  of  which  I  may  no- 
tice ;  and  firat,  1  may  observe,  that  there  is, 
in  the  foetal  state,  a  short  artery  leading  from 
the  pulmonary  artery  into  the  aorta  in  the 
foetal  state,  the  canalis  arteriosus,  as  it  is 
called,  a  canal  which  becomes  closed  not 
many  months  after  birth.  Secondly,  there 
is,  moreover,  a  short  vein,  the  canalis  veno- 
sus,  also  peculiar  to  the  foetus,  leading 
from  the  vena  porta  of  the  liver  to  the 
rena  cava  ascendens,  and,  like  the  former, 
becoming,  in  good  measure,  closed  no  long 
time  after  birth.  Thirdly,  there  are  two 
umbilical  arteries  and  the  umbilical  vein, 
also  peculiar  to  the  foetal  state,  and,  like 
the  former  vessels,  becoming  obliterated 
after  the  child  has  entered  the  world.  Of 
the  internal  iliacs,  each  gives  off  an  artery, 
which  rises  to  the  navel;  and  issuing 
there,  passes  along  the  umbilical  chord,  to 
reach  the  placenta,  and  be  distributed 
throughout  its  substance.  With  these  arte- 
ries there  are  veins  which  correspond,  and 
these  ultimately  coalesce,  so  as  to  form  one 
trunk,  and  this  passes  along  the  funis  to 
the  navel,  and  enters  the  abdomen,  and 
mounts  to  the  ports  of  the  liver,  through 
which  it  ramifies  in  conjunction  with  the 
vena  portarum,  and  the  hepatic  artery  af- 
fecting principally  the  left  aide.  It  is  this 
cana),  the  umbilical  vein,  which,  becoming 
closed  after  birth,  constitutes  whst  by  the 
anatomist  is  denominated  the  ligamentum 
rotundum.  Of  the  foetal  blood  it  has  been 
averted,  that  it  doea  not  coagulate,  but 


;  this  is  a  mistake.  If  the  placentar  portion 
of  the  umbilical  chord  be  laid  open  after  the 
!  child  has  been  delivered  to  the  nurse,  blood 
I  may  be  collected  from  it  to  the  amount  of 
!  one  or  two  ounces,  and  if  this  be  set  aside 
in  a  cup,  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours  it  will 
separate  itself  into  the  serum  and  crassa- 
mentum.  1  am  not  prepared  to  determine 
whether  the  circumstances  of  coagulation 
are  the  same  with  the  foetal  blood  as  with 
that  of  the  adult ;  perhaps  they  are  not. 
Nor  nru  1  sure  that  the  fetal  blood  coagu- 
lates so  firmly  as  the  adult,  for  in  some  in- 
stances I  have  found,  that  when  touched 
with  the  finger,  the  coagulum  has  fallen  to 
pieces  ;  nevertheless,  in  its  essential  nature, 
the  coagulation  of  the  foetal  blood  seems  to 
differ  in  nothing  from  the  same  process  in 
the  adult.  It  is,  1  think,  asserted  by  Bioust 
and  others,  erroneously,  that  tlie  foetal 
blood,  when  exposed  to  the  air,  does  not 
become  brighter  and  more  scarlet,  like  the 
blood  of  the  adult.  No  opinion,  however, 
is  more  easity  disproved  by  experiment,  and 
1  am  sure,  if  you  will  examine  the  foetal 
blood  for  yourselves,  after  it  has  been  ex- 
posed to  the  air  for  a  few  minutes,  as  be- 
fore proposed,  you  will  find  it* assumes  the 
scarlet  arterial  tint,  and  this,  too,  in  a  very 
conspicuous  manner.  Thia  change  becomes 
the  more  visible  if  you  remove  the  crassa- 
mentum  from  the  cup,  and  divide  it  ver- 
tically with  a  knife  ;  for  on  making  a  aec- 
tion  in  this  way,  you  lay  hare  at  once  the 
upper  and  the  inferior  layers  of  which  the 
clot  is  composed,  when  the  dark  red  of 
the  one,  and  the  bright  scarlet  of  the  other, 
are  brought  by  their  joint  exposure  into 
very  conspicuous  contact.  So,  too,  if  after 
observing  the  upper  part  of  the  crassamen- 
turn,  you  invert  it  so  that  you  may  inspect 
the  uuder  surface,  the  difference  of  the  two 
colours  involuntarily  and  forcibly  strikes 
upon  the  attention. 

In  the  foetus,  the  stomach  is  not  un fre- 
quently empty,  or  nearly  so,  and  when  it 
does  contaiu  any  thing,  if*  I  may  judge  from 
some  two  or  three  observations,  this  con- 
sists of  a  mucous  secretion  mixed  with  the 
gastric  juice.  Liquor  amnii  L  have  not  hi- 
therto been  satisfied  that  it  contains,  though 
Darwin,  and  others,  have  suggested  that 
this  fluid  may  form  its  food.  The  bowels 
are  remarkable  for  their  great  length,  being 
proportionably  longer  than  in  the  adult ; 
and  this  is  the  reason  why,  in  young  chil- 
dren, when  undressed  for  inspection,  the 
abdomen  is  always  found  to  be  of  large  pro- 
portion. This  large  proportion  of  the  cby- 
lopoietic  apparatus,  contributes  to  that 
speedy  growth  for  which  the  infant  system 
is  so  remarkable.  In  the  foetus,  also,  the 
liver,  which  is  indeed  a  part  of  the  city  lopoi- 
etic apparatus,  is  of  very  large  bulk,  and 
this  proportionate  bulk  of  the  liver  exists 
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after  birth  j  indeed,  it  may  not  be  till  the 
end  of  three  or  four  years,  or  even  later, 
that  the  liver  becomes  reduced  to  its  adult 
proportion.  Now  this  should  be  borne  in 
mind  when  you  are  inspecting  the  body  after 
death,  otherwise  you  may  err.  by  suppos- 
ing, on  seeing  the  great  bulk  of  the  liver, 
that  it  is  enlarged  by  disease, — an  error 
which  has,  I  believe,  been  committed  not 
unfrequently.  The  capsule  renales  are 
very  large  in  the  foetal  state ;  they  contain  a 
good  deal  of  secretion,  but  their  use  is  un- 
known. The  kiduies  are  conspicuous,  on 
account  of  their  being  separated  pretty  dis- 
tinctly into  a  number  of  smaller  parts.  If 
you  were  to  take  a  kidney,  and  divide  it  into 
an  anterior  and  hinder  portion,  by  carrying 
the  knife  from  the  convex  to  the  concave 
margin,  you  would  expose,  in  this  manner, 
eight  or  ten  pyramidal  portions,  not  very 
tirmly  adherent.  It  ia  remarkable  that,  in 
certain  animals  which  haunt  the  water,  the 
kidnej  is  frequently  constituted  by  sepa- 
rate pieces,  which  are  loosely  compacted 
with  each  other.  Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten 
here,  that  while  it  remains  in  the  uterus, 
the  foetus  is  aquatic.  In  females,  the  clitoris 
is  larger  in  the  earlier  than  in  the  latter 
months  ;  and  this  large  proportion  of  the  or- 
gan I  the  rather  notice,  as,  in  an  unguarded 
moment,  it  may  lead  you  to  mistake  a  female 
abortion  for  a  male.  It  is  only  in  the  end  of 
pregnancy  that  the  testes  descend  to  the 
scrotum ;  like  those  of  birds,  they  lodge,  till 
then,  within  the  abdominal  cavity.  The 
descent  of  the  testicles,  it  is  said,  takes 
place  somewhere  about  the  seventh  month  ; 
and  this  fact  may  assist  us  iu  determining 
the  age  of  the  foetus.  Sometimes  both  the 
testicles  fail  to  descend  ;  sometimes  one 
only  leaves  the  abdomen  ;  iu  some  cases, 
too,  they  descend  pattially,  and  may  lie  in 
the  abdominal  ring,  and  may  preven.  its 
closure. 

By  an  eminent  agriculturist  in  the  West  of 
England,  Mr.Wreford,  I  am  informed,  that, 
where  the  testes  fail,  in  this  manner,  to  de- 
scend in  the  ram,  the  animal  is  not  capable 
of  procreating ;  although  it  retains  the  power 
of  sexual  intercourse,  and  perhaps  more  so 
than  the  perfect  animal.  If  one  of  these  rams 
be  employed,  the  whole  flock  remains  unim- 
pregnated — yet  unions  are  frequent.  Men 
who  labour  under  this  failure  of  the  descent 
of  the  testicles,  sometimes  suppose  they  are 
impotent;  and  this  impression,  if  strong, 
may  have  the  effect  of  really  creating  a 
disability.  I  believe,  however,  that  this 
impotency  is  almost  entirely  menial— not 
arising  from  physical  causes  :  and  this  opi- 
nion seems  to  gather  slreugth  from  those 
frequent  unions  of  the  ram.  In  the  ram,  it 
ia  true,  the  seminal  fluid  wants  the  genera- 
tive power.  But  the  defect  rests  there  ;  aud 
it  may  be  fairly  doubted,  till  we  have  proof 


to  the  contrary,  whether  even  this  defect 
necessarily  attaches  itself  to  the  human  ge- 
nitals. I  may  here  add,  that,  when  the  testes 
do  not  descend,  they  are  not  usually  thorough- 
ly developed ;  the  organ,  perhaps,  remaining 
of  one-third  the  size  which  it  would  have 
acquired  if  descent  had  occurred.  Hunter 
has  remarked  this.  ■  A  patient  dying  with 
strangulated  hernia,  I  was  requested  to  be 
present  when  he  was  opened :  one  testicle, 
of  large  sise,  waa  come  down  into  the  scro- 
tum, while  the  other  remained  at  the  abdo- 
minal ring,  and,  lying  a  little  way  within, 
was  certainly  not  above  one -third  of  the 
sixe  of  the  former.  It  waa  this  testicle  that 
had  occasioned  the  strangulated  hernia;  for 
it  kept  open  the  ring,  and  a  small  piece  of 
intestine  having  forced  itself  into  the  aper- 
ture, straugulation  occurred  and  death.  So 
that  old  as  the  patient  was,  and  he  was  more 
than  thirty,  the  hernia  was  what  is  called 
congenital.  This  man,  during  life,  repeat- 
edly refused  to  be  examined  ;  asserting  that 
he  had  no  swelling  at  the  groin,  though,  in 
reality,  the  intestine  protruded  there ;  aud 
thus,  by  a  foolish  aversion  to  the  necessary 
investigation,  arising  out  of  a  consciousness 
of  this  small  defect  of  structure,  the  poor 
fellow  actually  lost  his  life.  Really  some 
persons  seem  to  think,  with  certain  ladies  of 
old,  that  all  human  merit  is  concentrated  in 
the  groin— 

Unciolam  Drusillus  habet  sed  Gillo  deun- 
cera 

Partem  quisque  suam  mensura  ex  ... . 

But,  to  return. 

In  the  foetus  the  thyroid  gland  is  very 
large  ;  being  well  supplied  with  blood,  and 
larger  in  proportion  than  in  the  adult.  The 
same  observation  applies  to  the  thymus, 
proportionally  much  larger  than  in  the 
adult,  and  lying  behind  the  sternum,  well 
charged  with  blood,  and  containing  a  whit- 
ish secretion,  the  use  of  which  has  not  been 
well  ascertained.  The  arms  and  hands  of 
the  foi'tus  are  pretty  thoroughly  developed 
at  birth,  ia  order,  1  suppose,  that  it  may  lay 
hold  of  the  breast.  The  inferior  limbs  are 
very  small  proportionally,  and  this,  1  pre- 
sume, because  children  are  designed  to  be 
carried  in  the  arms.  The  skin  of  the  foetus  is 
frequently  covered  over  with  a  sort  of  fat ;  I 
have  never  myself  made  any  accurate  obser- 
vations upon  this  ;  but  if  the  foetus  were  sup- 
ported by  the  absorption  of  the  liquor  amnii, 
we  should  not  expect  to  fiud  this  fat  coating 
the  surface,  and  this  fact  may  ,  therefore,  be 
urged  as  standing  in  opposition  to  the  opi- 
nion. 

It  is  a  curious  truth,  well  ascertained, 
that  of  the  many  structures  which  compose 
the  foetus,  by  far  the  greater  number  are  of 
no  use  to  foetal  life ;  indeed  they  are  de- 
signed to  operate  after  the  foetus  is  come 
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forth  into  the  world,  and  lias  entered  on  a  [ 
new  state  of  existence.  That  the  heart  it- 
self is  not  peremptorily  necessary  to  the 
welfare  of  the  fa:tus,  seems  to  he  certain. 
We  sometimes  meet  with  twins,  where  the 
one  is  weU  farmed  and  the  other  monstrous ; 
the  monstrous  structure  consisting,  perhaps, 
of  the  lower  part  merely,  the  abdomen  being 
represented  by  a  large  sac,  containing  a  few 
folds  of  intestine,  and  the  pelvic  viscera ; 
no  heart  is  found  in  such  cases,  and  jet, 
while  it  remains  in  utero,  this  monstrous 
structure  flourishes  as  well  as  the  perfectly 
formed  child.  It  is  equally  well  known  that 
the  lungs  are  of  no  use,  perhaps  rather  an 
incumbrance  than  otherwise,  for  the  pulmo- 
nary function,  as  well  as  that  of  the  sto- 
mach, while  the  child  lies  in  utero,  is  per- 
formed merely  by  the  placenta.  Neither, 
again,  doea  the  child  require  the  chylo- 
poietic  apparatus  :  without  the  liver,  with- 
out the  stomach,  without  the  bowels,  it 
may  be  fat,  and  grow.  It  seems  that  the 
child  is  nourished  by  means  of  the  nutritions 
material  which  is  absorbed  at  the  placenta, 
the  festal  vessels  acting  like  the  root  of  a 
plant.  I  once  made  a  curious  physiological 
experiment,  not  without  a  view  to  some  im- 
portant practical  reference,  which  succeeded 
to  my  wish.  For  three  whole  weeks,  with- 
out the  help  of  any  other  nourishment,  I 
supported  a  dog  merely  by  the  injection  of 
blood  into  the  jugular  vein  ;  every  day  or 
every  other  day,  a  few  ounces  were  intro- 
duced in  this  way;  and  though,  from  the 
want  of  nicety  in  my  operations,  the  system 
became  disordered,  it  was  evident  enough 
that  the  animal  was  well  supported  by  it. 
Now  it  seems  to  be  in  this  manner  that  the 
foetus  is  nourished,  without  the  help  of  the 
chylopoietic  viscera,  there  is  an  absorption, 
not  perhaps  of  integral  red  blood,  but  of 
the  colourless  yet  nutrient  portions,  and 
this  sanguineous  fluid  becomes  as  food  for 
the  support  of  the  child.  It  is  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that,  in  a  well-formed  child,  there 
is  no  secretion  going  on;  for,  in  some, 
certainly  the  kidney  is  in  action,  and  a  child 
may  pass  urine  immediately  on  coming  into 
the  world ;  there  is,  too,  a  secretion  of  bile, 
and  I  have  seen  mucus  in  the  stomach ; 
but  though  there  are  secretions  in  the  foetal 
state,  they  seem  to  be  far  less  general 
and  abundant  than  those  which  occur  after 
birth.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  child  is 
horn  with  the  urethra  imperforate  ;  now  if 
the  urethra  remained  in  this  condition  for  a 
few  weeks  or  days  after  birth,  the  bladder 
would  burst;  but  during  the  foetal  state, 
this  imperfo ration  may  remain  for  any  length 
of  time,  without  occasioning  material  in- 
convenience. So,  too,  after  birth,  there  is 
a  large  aecretion  of  bile  ;  but  during  the 
foetal  state,  the  secretion  must  be  very  small, 
for  no  bile  passes  the  anus;  and  if  the 


bile  were  secreted  very  copiously,  the 
bowels  would  become  completely  over-dis- 
tended with  it.  During  the  foetal  state, 
however,  those  glandular  apparatuses,  whose 
action  is  necessary  to  the  well-being  of 
the  child,  are  observed  to  operate  vigorously 
enough  ;  those,  for  example,  which  form 
the  muscles — the  tendons — the  ligaments— 
the  nerves — and  so  on.  Indeed,  these  sub- 
stances seem  to  be  formed  more  rapidly  be- 
fore birth  than  afterwards ;  but  those  se- 
cretions which  are  not  required  during  the 
foetal  state,  are  formed  very  sparingly  ;  and 
the  urine,  the  bile,  and  the  chylopoietic  se- 
cretions, belong  to  this  class.  During  the 
foetal  state,  we  can  do  very  well  without 
brains,  without  marrow,  without  sensorium. 
— without  mind  therefore.  It  is  not  true, 
however,  that  the  foetus  in  utero  is  destitute 
of  sensibility,  as  some  have  imagined,  and 
as  the  accoucheur  would  very  willingly  be- 
lieve, when  he  is  about  to  use  the  perfo- 
rator. I  have  myself,  in  turning,  felt  the 
mouth  of  the  foetus,  and  have  inaerted  my 
finger,  to  know  whether  or  not  the  little 
iufant  would  suck.  Now,  in  two  instances, 
I  found  that  it  has  sucked  as  vigorously  be- 
fore birth  as  afterwards,  thus  showing  that  it 
felt  hunger ;  that,  moreover,  it  perceived  the 
ringer,  that  it  had  sense  enough  to  perform 
the  operation  of  sucking,  and,  therefore,  that 
its  mind  was  in  action.  It  is  remarkable, 
however,  that  when  the  perforator  is  used, 
the  child  is  seldom  felt  by  the  woman  to 
move.  Having  given  myself  to  the  more 
difficult  part  of  the  practice,  I  have  too  fre- 
quently had  occasion  to  use  this  instrument ; 
and,  on  these  occasions,  asking  the  mother 
whether  she  have  felt  the  child  move/ J  have 
usually  received  an  answer  in  the  negative. 
Whether  it  be  that  the  sensibility  of  the 
brain  is  but  small,  even  in  the  adult,  so 
that  from  this  cause,  the  foetus  does  not  feel 
so  much  pain  as  a  priori  we  should  have  ex- 
pected, 01  whether  some  other  cause  be  in 
operation,  I  am  not  prepared  to  decide ; 
but  the  fact  is  well  ascertained ;  and  it 
seems  that  little  struggling  is  produced. 
Although  usually  the  sensorium  exists,  yet 
the  sensorium  is  not  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  welfare  of  the  foetal  state  ;  because 
a  child  formed  without  brains,  is  an  occur- 
rence by  no  means  infrequent ;  and,  in  these 
cases,  we  find  that  the  foetuses  flourish,  and 
become  very  large,  and  seem  to  do  as  well 
as  uny  other.  Not  a  week  ago  I  was  pre- 
sent at  a  case  of  this  kind,  where,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  greet  bulk  of  the  head,  not* 
withstanding  the  want  of  brains,  there  waa 
great  difficulty  in  getting  it  away,  and  this 
shows  how  much  the  foetus  and  its  head  may 
grow,  even  without  the  operation  of  the 
sensorium.  Now  and  then  monsters  are 
formed,  consisting  solely  of  the  lower  half 
of  the  body,  there  being  no  brains  and  no 
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spinal  marrow,  or  only  a  very  small  por- 
tion of  the  cauda  equina,  aud  yet  those 
monsters  grow. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  difference  in  the 
weight  of  the  foetus ;  the  average,  I  be- 
lieve, being  about  seven  pounds ;  some, 
especially  if  born  prematurely,  weigh  much 
less,  some  much  more;  you  will  now  and 
then  meet  with  a  foetus  of  ten,  fifteen, 
or  seventeen  pounds,  to  omit  those  which 
are  larger.  Of  one  of  these  gigantic  foetuses 
I  here  exhibit  a  specimen.  When  there 
are  twins,  the  average  weight  seems,  from 
observation,  to  be  about  eleven  pounds ; 
the  one  being  generally  heavier  than  the 
other.  If  there  is  a  plurality  of  children, 
aay  to  the  number  of  three,  four,  or  five,  the 
average  weight  has  not  been  very  accurately  1 
ascertained,  because  those  cases  are  Tare ; 
but  the  average  is  supposed  to  be  about  the 
same  as  that  of  twins — say  often  or  eleven 
pounds.  Dr.  Hull  met  with  a  case  in  which 
there  were  five  children  at  a  birth,  the  total 
weight  of  the  five  being  about  eleven 
pounds  and  a  quarter.  I  will  now  circulate 
some  illustrative  preparations. 

Of  the  position  of  the  different  parts  of  the 
child,  you  will  form  the  best  notion  by 
examining  the  casta.  It  seems  to  be,  alto- 
gether* a  position  of  repose.  The  chin  is 
pushed  down  upon  the  chest,  the  thighs  are 
bent  forward  upon  the  abdomen;  in  the 
space  between  the  head  and  knees  the  arms 
are  deposited,  and  the  back  being  slightly 
incurvated,  the  child  is  thrown  altogether 
into  a  form  which  very  much  resembles 
that  of  the  egg,  well  adapted  to  that  of  the 
chamber  in  which  it  lodges.  After  birth, 
our  most  natural  position  is  the  erect,  with 
the  head  above ;  before  birth,  this  position 
is  usually  reversed,  and  the  head,  as  in  tum- 
bling, takes  its  place  below,  the  foetus  lying, 
in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  with  the  head 
precisely  over  the  os  uteri  ;  it  is  not  always, 
however,  that  this  is  the  case  ;  sometimes 
the  nates,  sometimes  the  face,  sometimes 
the  back  presents,  but  the  presentation  of 
the  vertex  is  the  most  common.  I  am  not 
satisfied  with  the  explanation  usually  as- 
signed, to  account  for  the  presentation  of 
the  vertex ;  namely,  that  it  arises  from  the 
weight  of  the  head,  which,  from  mere 
gravity,  brings  the  lowest  place,  provided,! 
the  foetus  being  asleep,  no  muscular  resist- 
ance oppose.  For,  if  this  he  true,  why  is  it 
that  the  head  generally  presents  in  quadru- 
peds, where  mere  gravity  cannot  be  sup- 
posed to  be  the  caused  Why  is  it,  too, 
that  it  generally  presents  in  those  cases 
where  there  is  a  want  of  brains,  there  being 
little  more  than  the  face  of  the  child,  and  the  ' 
head  being  by  no  means  the  heaviest  part  ? 
In  the  case  which  I  lately  saw,  and  to  which  1  i 
have  just  adverted,  the  child  came  away 
under  the  presentation  of  the  head,  not 


withstanding  there  were  no  brains.  Where, 
too,  there  are  twins,  you  frequently  find 
that  one  of  those  twins  is  presenting  by  the 
vertex,  commonly  that  which  first  issues, 
while  the  other  lies  under  a  preternatural 
presentation. 

The  preparations  on  the  table  will  illus- 
trate the  various  observations  I  have  been 
making,  and  I  will  now  send  them  round. 
I  here  circulate  a  specimen  of  the  human 
ovum,  consisting  of  the  membranous  bag, 
with  the  placenta  in  connexion  with  it,  the 
foetus  being  clearly  visible  within ;  though 
so  much  larger,  this  ovum  is,  in  shape,  simi- 
lar to  that  of  the  common  fowl. 

The  next  preparation  circulated,  exhibits 
a  foetus  with  a  monstrous  head,  but  I  do  not 
wish  you  to  notice  that  part  of  it  at  present ; 
observe  what  a  large  mass  the  intestines 
form,  and  also  how  large  the  proportion  of 
the  liver. 

In  the  preparation  which  follows,  you 
may  observe  the  testicles,  which  have  got 
down  upon  the  abdominal  ring,  the  descent 
being  as  yet  in  complete. 

The  preparation  I  now  exhibit,  is  of  a 
Actus  of  about  five  months  old,  and  you  will 
here  again  see  the  exceeding  proportion  of 
the  liver ;  the  younger  the  foetus,  the  larger 
the  proportional  bulk  of  this  organ. 

The  foetus  in  utero,  I  have  said,  can  subsist 
very  well  without  the  brains  :  now,  here  is  a 
preparation  exhibiting  this  defect ;  and  you 
may  observe  that  the  child  has  been  very 
well  nourished. 

The  firtus  in  utero  can  also  subsist  with- 
out the  thorax  ;  here,  accordingly,  is  a  pre- 
paration of  a  ftvtus,  consisting  merely  of  the 
lower  limbs  ;  and  a  cyst,  forming  a  very 
imperfect  abdominal  cavity. 

Placenta.— By  the  placenta,  of  which  I 
next  proceed  to  speak,  you  are  to  under- 
stand the  vascular  structure  whereby  the 
fo'tus  and  the  mother,  the  ovum  aud  the 
uterus,  are  put  ii» to  communication  with 
each  other.  I  here  are  three  principal  forms 
which,  in  the  ovum  of  the  moinmiferous 
genera,  the  placenta  assumes ;  sometimes 
it  consists  of  a  mere  membrane  with  a  large 
number  of  blood-vessels,  such  as  it  is  as- 
serted to  be  in  the  sow,  and  such  as  it  cer- 
lainlv  >s  in  the  mare,  as  I  myself  have 
seen.  In  other  cases,  we  find  it  is  made  up 
of  numerous  .small  pieces,  from  50  to  60,  or 
tuoie,  in  number,  aud  which  are  distributed 
over  the  different  parts  of  the  ovum,  every- 
where meeting  and  uniting  with  the  uterine 
surface;  and  this  is  the  form  of  it  in  the 
ruminating  animals,  lnotliercas.es,  again, 
as  in  the  hionaii  ovum,  ai  d  that  of  many 
other  annuals,  we  d  the  placenta  consist- 
ing of  a  single  fleshy  mass  only.  Now, 
these  three  forms  may  be  distinguished 
respectively  by  the  names  of  the  membron- 
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out,  ruminating,' and  that  which,  in  atruc- 1 
turc,  resembles  the  humaa  placenta. 

The  rumi Dating  placenta  is  not  without  | 
its  interest,  as  it  may  assist  your  study  of 
the  human;  and  1  am  induced,  there- 
fore, to  make  it  the  subject  of  a  few  re- 
marks. This  placenta  is  made  up  of  different 
parts,  varying  in  number,  but  usually  nu- 
merous ;  and  each  of  these  fleshy  mafc&es  is 
composed  of  two  portions,  one  growing  from 
the  surface  of  the  uterus,  vascular,  cellular, 
and  containing  a  secretion  of  milky  appear- 
ance ;  the  other  growing  from  the  surface  of 
the  membranous  bag,  enclosing  the  foetus, 
and  consisting  of  a  tassel  of  vessels,  which 
shoot  into  the  fleshy  substance  of  the  uterus, 
much  in  the  same  manner  as  the  roots  of  a 
tree  into  the  ground.  This  tassel  is  formed 
of  the  capillaries  of  the  umbilical  arteries 
and  veins  of  which  1  was  before  speaking. 
It  deserves  remark,  that  if  you  inject  the 
uterus  of  one  of  these  ruminating  animals, 
—the  cow,  or  the  sheep,  for  instance,— you 
inject  tlie  vascular  part,  which  is  growing 
from  it ;  but  you  do  not  throw  one  particle 
of  the  injection  into  the  tassel  which  is 
growing  trom  the  surface  of  the  membrane  ; 
and  if,- on  the  other  hsnd,  you  inject  the 
umbilical  chord  instead  of  the  uterus,  you 
inject  the  tassel,  but  not  a  paiticle  of  the  in- 
fection will  quit  these  vessels;  so  as,  by 
leaving  them  to  diffuse  itself  over  the  vas- 
cular excrescence,  and  hence  if  by  a  sort  of 
eradication,  you  bring  away  the  whole  tas- 
sel, you  find  the  excrescence  from  the  ute- 
rus remains  perfectly  white.  Now,  it  fol- 
lows from  this,  which  is  the  great  point  on 
which  I  wish  to  fix  your  attention,  that  there 
is  no  communication  between  the  tassel  and 
the  excrescence,  by  means  of  vessels  capa- 
ble of  transmitting  red  blood,  otherwise  your 
injection  would  pass  through  the  communi- 
cation. You  inject  the  tassel,  but  the  in- 
jection does  not  leave  these  vessels,  to  enter 
the  excrescence  apart  from  the  tassel :  you 
inject  the  excrescence,  but,  in  so  doing,  you 
do  not  fill  the  tassel.  Perhaps  the  prepara- 
tions will  make  this  appear  more  distinctly. 

And,  first,  I  show  you  the  nterus  of  a 
sheep,  with  some  of  the  excrescences  seated 
on  ita  surface.  Now  these  may  be  injected 
from  the  uterus ;  they  are  cellular,  and 
contain  secretion.  , 

Here  is  the  membranous  bog  in  which 
the  lamb  is  contained,  and  the  vascular  tas- 
sels, or  little  knots,  are  growing  from  it. 

Here  is  a  third  preparation,  in  which  the 
uterus  has  been  injected,  but  you  will  fhid, 
that  in  the  tassels,  none  of  the  tassels  have 
been  filled  ;  they  remain  quite  white. 

Here  is  a  preparation  in  which  the  knot 
of  vessels  has  been  injected,  and  not  a  par- 
ticle of  the  injection  has  entered  the  ex- 
crescence. The  large  size  of  the  parts  ren- 
ders all  this  very  apparent. 


|  Those  remarks  on  the  ruminating  pla- 
centa  being  premiaed,  the  make  of  the 
human  placenta,  and  of  those  which  resem- 
ble it,  may  be  very  easily  understood :  there 
are  two  forms  which  these  placentas  assume 
—sometimes  they  sre  circular ,  forming  a 
sort  of  c*k*  \  such  is  the  human  placenta 
here  shown;  and  sometimes  they  form  a 
broad  band  rouud  the  uterus,  like  a  belt, 
whence  they  are  sometimes  denominated 
son  i  form. 

Of  the  soniform  placenta,  you  have  an 
example  in  the  ovum  of  the  cat  and  bitch  \ 
of  the  circular  placenta,  you  have  a  speci- 
men in  those  of  the  Guinea-pig,  the  hare, 
and  the  bat,  not  to  mention  the  human  pla- 
centa: observe  the  specimens.  Well  now, 
of  these  placentas,  both  varieties  in  their  mi- 
nuter structure  are  essentially  the  same  as 
those  of  rumiusting  animals,  being  made  up 
of  cells  and  vessels.  In  the  first  place,  we 
have  an  infinite  number  of  cells  with  which 
the  veins  and  arteries  of  the  uterus  commu- 
nicate, so  that  during  life  there  is,  through 
litis  structure,  a  copious  flow  of  the  mater* 
nal  hlood.  Now  I  wish  you  to  observe  here,, 
that  these  cells  probably  correspond  more 
or  less  in  nature  and  office,  with  those  ex- 
creacencea  before  mentioned,  seated  on  the 
womb  of  ruminating  animals,  and,  therefore, 
like  these  excrescences,  they  sre  supplied 
with  blood  from  the  uterus.  Again,  the 
placenta  also  consists  of  another  part,  the 
vessels,  as  they  are  called,  anu  tbey  are  no- 
thing more  than  the  capillary  ramifications 
of  the  umbilical  arteries  and  veins.  This  is 
proved  by  injecting  the  umbilical  arteries 
and  veins,  and  then  picking  away  the  cells 
with  a  probe,  or  any  other  convenient  instru- 
ment, when  the  vessels  appear  filled  with 
the  injection  ;  so  that  you  may  observe  here 
a  correspondence  between  the  vasculsr  psrt 
of  the  human  placenta  and  those  tassels 
before  demonstrated,  also  consisting  of  the 
umbilical  capillaries,  and  forming  the  vas- 
cular portion  of  the  rumiuatiug  placenta.  It 
seems,  then,  that  the  human  placenta  con- 
sists of  two  parts,  a  large  congeries  of  cells, 
which  are  in  communication  with  the  mo- 
ther, and  a  large  congeries  of  vessels  which 
are  in  communication  with  the  child.  But 
you  may  ask  me  here,  is  there  no  commu- 
nication between  these  cells  and  vessels  1 
That  there  is  a  communication,  though  by 
orifices  exceedingly  minute,  there  can,  I 
think,  be  little  doubt ;  for  how  else  could, 
the  child  be  nourished,  or  how  could  the 
infectious  diseases  of  the  mother  be  com- 
municated? but  this  communication  is  not 
by  means  of  orifices  or  tubes,  which  are  ca- 
pable of  transmitting  red  blood,  and  there- 
fore  the  mother's  blood  does  not  pass  into 
the  vessels  of  the  foetus,  nor  does  the  blood 
of  the  foetus  pass  iuto  the  cells  of  the  mo- 
ther.   Accordingly,  though  we  find  the 
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blood  of  the  two  to  be  in  many  points  ana- 
lagous,  yet  there  is  evidence  enough  to 
prove  satisfactorily  that  they  tre  not  identi- 
cal. That  there  is  not  a  communication  ca- 
pable of  transmitting  the  integral  red  blood, 
is  proved,  I  think,  by  the  following  considers- 1 
tions  : — First,  the  placenta,  cohering  to  the  I 
uterus,  yon  may  inject  the  womb  with  the  j 
greatest  care  and  dexterity,  so  as  to  fill  at 
once  the  cells  of  the  placenta  and  the  ves- 
sels of  the  uterus,  and  yet  not  a  particle  of 
the  injection  finds  its  way  into  the  vascular 
part  of  the  placenta— the  capillary  ramifica- 
tions of  the  umbilical  arteries  and  veins. 
The  result  here  ia  the  same  as  when  we 
experiment  on  the  ruminating  animals,  and 
inject  the  womb  and  ita  excrescences.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  you  take  a  placenta,  and 
inject  the  umbilical  artery,  provided  the  in- 
jection be  performed  with  proper  care,  it  ia 
not  found  that  the  fluid  makes  ita  way  into 
any  one  of  the  cella ;  therefore,  although 
a  communication  between  the  cella  and  the 
vessels  exists,  it  ia  by  means  of  tubes  and 
orifices,  so  minute  that  the  red  blood  of  the 
mother  cannot  pass  to  the  foetus,  nor  that  of 
the  foetus  to  the  mother ;  only  the  subtler 
part  of  the  blood  is  transmitted.  The  foetal 
and  maternal  blood  in  the  placenta,  ap- 
proach each  other  nearly  and  abundantly, 
but  they  are  not  found  to  mix. 

The  placenta  is  made  up  of  blood-vessels, 
of  cells,  of  cellular  web,  and  of  membrane. 
Lymphatic  vessels  have  not  been  clearly 
demonstrated ;  they  have  been  sought  for 
with  a  great  deal  of  care,  as  it  has  been  sup- 
posed that  the  nourishment  of  the  foetus 
may  be  absorbed  by  them,  but  they  have  not 
been  found.  No  nerves  have  been  aeen 
clearly  in  the  chord  or  the  placenta,  and 
it  is  very  extraordinary  that  the  placenta 
should  jointly  perform  the  offices  of  the 
stomach  and  the  lungs,  yet  without  the 
help  of  nervous  structure.  Nerves,  the 
anatomist  has  never  discovered  by  the  scal- 
pel, nor  has  the  physiologist  been  able  to 
evince  their  presence,  by  proving  the  sensi- 
bility of  the  part.  One  observes  continu- 
ally, that  on  cutting  through  the  umbilical 
chord,  neither  the  mother  nor  child  appear 
to  feel  it ;  yet  I  remember  once  seeiug  a 
child  which  had  a  supernumerary  thumb  at- 
tached to  the  hand  by  a  delicate  filament, 
and  which  was  taken  off  by  the  accoucheur 
with  a  pair  of  scissors ;  this  filament  was 
not  thicker  than  a  thread,  and  yet  the  child 
cried  atoutly  when  it  was  divided.  This 
child,  however,  did  not  ory  when  the  umbi- 
lical chord,  of  much  larger  size,  was  cut 
through  ;  so  that  it  is  pretty  certain  that 
nerves  do  not  enter  into  the  composition 
of  the  chord. 

The  placenta  usually  adheres  to  the  upper 
part  or  middle  of  the  uterus,  iu  front,  late- 
rally, or  behind  j  now  and  then  it  lies  over 


the  uterine  neck  and  mouth  j  and  this  ax. 
traordinary  position,  which,  on  cursory  re- 
flection, may  appear  of  am  all  importance, 
is,  however,  of  great  obstetric  interest ;  for 
where  it  is  so  situated,  the  patient  becomes 
liable  to  very  dangerous  floodings,  the  na- 
ture and  treatmeut  of  which,  aa  you  may 
remember,  we  formerly  considered  at  large. 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 


CASE  Or  TBTANPS,  WITH  INFLAMMATION  Of 
THR  SPINAL  CHORD,  AND  DISEASE  OF  TUB 
ANTKRIOR  ROOTS  OP  THE  SPINAL  NERVES. 

This  case,  which  occurred  at  Udina,  is 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  opinion,  that  the 
cause  of  tetanus  is  inflammation  of  the 
spinal  chord  ;  it  also  confirms  Mr.  Bell's 
idea,  that  movement  depeuds  on  the  ante- 
rior, and  sensation  on  the  posterior,  roots  of 
the  spinal  nerves. 

A  woman,  of  forty  years  of  age,  felt,  in 
consequence  of  over  exertion,  a  difficulty  of 
moving  the  lower  jaw,  a  stiffness  of  the 
neck,  and  a  tensive  paiu  in  the  limbs.  On 
the  ninth  day,  after  the  first  appearance 
of  these  symptoms,  she  was  taken  to  the 
hospital ;  tetanus  and  trismus  were  then 
fully  developed  j  the  former  in  the  form  of 
emprosthotonos.  Warm  baths  seemed  to 
diminish  the  spasmodic  affection  of  the  jaw, 
but  that  of  the  trunk  increased,  and  carried 
the  patient  off  on  the  twelfth  day.  On 
examination  after  death,  the  brain  was 
found  in  a  healthy  state  ;  the  vertebral 
canal  was  filled  with  a  bloody  serum ;  the 
anterior  portion  of  the  spinal  chord  was  of  a 
yellowish  dirty  white  colour,  and  covered 
with  small  round  and  oval  hydatids,  from 
the  size  of  a  millet-seed  to  that  of  a  pea ; 
its  substance  exhibited  reddish  spots  ;  the 
posterior  part  was  healthv ;  the  posterior 
roots  of  the  spinal  nerves  had  a  very  differ- 
ent appearance  from  the  anterior  roots  ;  the 
latter  were  evidently  softened,  and  pre- 
sented a  yellow  colour ;  the  former  were 
perfectly  healthy. — Annali  Univ.  di  Milano. 


HYDROPHOBIA. 

Dr.  Hertwig,  professor  at  the  veterinary 
school  of  Berlin,  has  seen  in  this  establish- 
ment nearly  two  hundred  mad  dogs,  and  has 
lately  published  the  results  of  his  experi- 
ence. Male  and  female  dogs  are  equally 
subject  to  rabies  at  every  season  of  the 
year ;  it  is  hardly  ever  accompanied  by  the 
dread  of  water,  nor  is  foamiug  at  the  mouth 
a  constant  symptom  ;  at  first,  the  dog  does 
not  carry  his  tail  between  his  legs,  nor  does 
he  always  run  in  a  straight  line,  unless  he 
is  pursued.   There  are,  apparently,  two 
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modifications,  of  the  disease  ;  tbe  one  Dr. 
Hertwig  calls  the  acute  or  fierce,  the  other 
the  chronic  or  quiet  rabies.  In  the  first  the 
dog  becomes  very  restless,  runs  about,  flies 
from  his  home,  and  returns  again  ;  does  not 
easily  forget  his  master,  and  even  obeys 
him;  afterwards  loses  his  appetite,  eats 
wood,  straw,  wool,  and  other  indigestible 
substances;  often  dr'mki,  and  is  constipated. 
The  most  characteristic  symptom  is  a 
change  in  the  voice  ;  the  tones  of  which 
are  either  higher  or  lower  than  usual  ; 
hoarse,  rough,  disagreeable,  and  indicative 
of  distress.  The  bark  is  changed  into  a 
howl,  the  dog  has  an  inclination  to  bite,  and 
appears  to  see  flies,  as  he  often  snaps  at  the 
air;  his  external  appearance  is,  at  first,  not 
changed  ;  but,  within  a  short  time,  the  eyes 
become  blood-shot,  and  are  frequently 
closed  for  a  few  seconds ;  the  skin  of  the 
forehead  is  corrugated  ;  in  the  last  period 
the  eyes  are  turbid  as  if  covered  with  sand, 
and  paralysis  of  the  hind-legs  always  occurs 
before  death.  The  chronic  or  quiet  rabies 
exhibits  the  following  symptoms :  from  the 
beginning  the  lower-jaw  hangs  down,  by 
which  the  dog  is  prevented  from  eating  and 
drinking;  the  saliva  flows  from  the  mouth, 
and  tbe  tongue  is  stretched  out ;  he  cannot 
bite,  and  seems  to  be  very  little  disposed  to 
do  so  ;  is  very  tranqurl  and  sad,  and  seldom 
howls* 

In  none  of  the  two  hundred  dogs,  the 
disease  lasted  for  more  than  ten  days.— 
Gratfe  u.  Walther'*  Journal. 


PARTIAL  EXCISION  OF  THB  RIBS,  ARB 

THEIR  CARTILAGES. 

Professor  Richerand  has,  generally, 
the  credit  of  having  first  proposed  and  at- 
tempted this  operation,  which,  however,  is 
not  the  case ;  L.  Cittadini,  of  Bologna, 
having  performed  it  so  early  as  in  1813  ; 
his  operation,  too,  was  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, while  that  of  Richerand  failed.  Since 
that  time  M.  Cittadini  has,  in  several  cases, 
removed  considerable  portions  of  the  ribs, 
and  the  extraordinary  success  of  these  ope- 
rations, entitles  them  to  the  attention  of  our 
readers. 

The  first  case  is  that  of  a  female,  who 
had,  for  a  long  time,  been  affected  with 
fistulous  ulcers,  caused  by  improper  treat- 
ment of  an  abscess  on  the  left  breast. 
Several  methods  of  treatment,  the  actual 
and  potential  cautery,  &c,  had  been  tried, 
but  without  any  effect ;  and  when  M.  Citta- 
dini first  examined  the>  fistulous  canals,  he 
found  a  portion  of  the,  sternum,  and  the 
cartilages  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  rib,  de- 
nuded. These  parts  were  laid  open  by  an 
jncision,  and  it  was  found  that  the  sternum 
was  carious  to  the  extent  of  more  than  an 
inch,  and  that  the  cartilages  were  con- 


siderably swelled,  and,  in  some  places,  per* 
forated.  In  order  to  produce  exfoliation 
of  tbe  bone,  the  actual  cautery  was  em- 
ployed, which  caused  a  violent  inflamma- 
tion of  the  pleura,  but  failed  in  its  main 
object.  Six  months  after  this  period,  a  large 
quantity  of  matter  had  gradually  collected 
in  the  pleura  ;  the  patient  was  affected  with 
constant  pain  and  dyspnoea,  and  waa  much 
emaciated.  M.  Cittadini  having  laid  bare 
the  bone  a  second  time,  found  a  fistulous 

Jiassage  between  the  sixth  and  seventh  rib 
eading  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest.  He 
divided  the  muscles,  tied  the  intercostal 
arteries  by  means  of  a  curved  and  blunt- 
pointed  needle,  and  removed  those  parts  of 
the  two  ribs  which  were  comprised  between 
the .  ligature  and  the  sternum ;  a  large  tre- 
phine was  now  applied  to  the  diseased  part 
of  the  sternum,  and  all  the  isolated  portions, 
by  means  of  a  spatuls,  removed  from  the 
pleura,  which,  although  diseased  to  a  great 
extent,  could  not  be  removed,  on  account 
of  the  great  proximity  of  the  internal  mam- 
mary artery.  The  operation  lasted  a  con* 
siderable  time  ;  and,  on  the  introduction  of 
air  into  the  thoracic  cavity,  a  violent  at- 
tack of  suffocation  took  place,  from  which 
the  patient  was  recovered  by  frictions, 
and  tbe  insufflation  of  air  into  the  lungs  ; 
the  wound  was  quickly  covered  with  dossils 
of  lint,  which  were  kept  in  their  place  by 
an  elastic  bandage.  During  two  months, 
the  patient  laboured  under  dyspnoea;  the 
wound  having  however  cicatrised,  this 
symptom  gradually  disappeared,  and  she 
was  finally  cured. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  young  man, 
who  had,  for  a  considerable  time,  a  fungous 
tumour  on  the  cartilages  of  the  sixth, 
seventh,  and  eighth  ribs,  about  an  inch  from 
tbexyphoidcartilage.  Repeatedcauterisation 
and  excision  having  been  performed  without 
any  permanent  success,  M.  Cittadini  suspect- 
ed that  the  root  of  the  evil  was  in  the  ribs,  and 
that  the  disease  might  be  effectually  cured  by 
their  partial  excision.  By  a  circular  incision 
round  the  tumour,  a  portion  of  the  skin, 
three  inches  in  diameter,  was  removed,  and 
the  fibres  of  the  rectus  and  great  oblique 
muscles  having  been  divided,  the  greater 
part  of  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  carti- 
lages were  laid  bare.  It  then  appeared,  that 
the  disesse  occupied  a  space  of  no  more 
than  about  two  inches.  The  cartilages  were 
divided  by  a  strong  probe-pointed  bistoury, 
and  the  tumour  haviog  been  thus  isolated, 
was  detached  by  a  spatula  from  its  adhesion 
to  the  pleura.  This  was  followed  by  an 
abundant  haemorrhage,  which  could  be 
stopped  only  by  the  actual  cautery.  Cica- 
trisation took  place  very  slowly,  and  was 
not  completed  till  after  three  months,  when 
the  patient  was  quite  reoovered. 
A  young  man  of  plethoric  habit,  and  a 
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strong  constitution,  who  laboured  under 
delirium  from,  inflammation  of  the  brain, 
stabbed  himself  with  a  stiletto  in  the  left 
aide  of  the  cheat.  The  instrument  entered 
below  the  right  nipple,  glided  along  the 
upper  margin  of  the  sixth  rib,  in  which  it 
remained  fixed.  The  haemorrhage  from  the 
wound  was  abundant,  but  was  soon  arrest- 
ed. The  patient  recovered  from  the  in- 
flammation of  the  brain,  but  a  considerable 
suppuration  took  place  in  the  wound,  and 
two  months  afterwards  a  fistulous  passage 
had  formed  leading  to  the  diseased  bone.  In- 
cisions and  cauterisation  were  employed  in 
vain ;  and  it  having  been  found  that  the 
cartilage  and  tbe  osseous  part  of  the  sixth 
rib  were  denuded  and  rough,  M.  Cittadini 
determined  upon  excision.  The  integu- 
ments having  been  divided,  the  cartilage  was 
removed  by  a  probe-pointed  bistoury,  and 
the  diseased  part  of  the  rib  by  the  cutting 
forceps.  The  principal  arteries  were  tied, 
and  the  smaller  branches  compressed.  On 
removing  the  diseased  portion  of  the  pleura, 
the  chest  was  opened  on  several  points  ;  at 
this  part  of  the  operation,  the  breathing 
became  very  short  and  laborious,  but  ceased 
to  be  so  after  a  few  hours.  After  two 
months,  the  wound  had  perfectly  healed. 

In  a  fourtli  patient,  suppuration  and 
caries  of  the  sixth  rib  had  taken  place  after 
a  violent  attack  of  pleurisy,  and  a  fistulous 
passage  had  been  formed.  During  the 
operation,  the  rib  and  cartilage  were  found 
so  swelled  and  indurated,  that  M.  Cittadini 
was  obliged  to  use  the  trephine  instead  if 
the  bistoury ;  the  haemorrhage  was  con- 
siderable, but  no  difficulty  of  breathing 
arose  during  the  operation.  The  recovery 
was  very  tedious,  and  not  completed  before 
the  end  of  six  months. 

In  the  fifth  case,  the  disease  of  the  bone 
was  the  consequence  of  a  violent  contusion  ; 
a  portion  of  the  third  rib  was  removed,  and 
tbe  patient  cured  after  two  months. — Ann. 
Univ.  di  Medicina. 

It  appears  from  these  cases,  that  the  par- 
tial excision  of  the  ribs  is  not  so  dangerous 
an  operation  as  is  generally  believed  ;  the 
haemorrhage  from  the  intercostal  arteries 
is  easily  stopped  by  compression  or  liga- 
ture. The  introduction  of  air  into  the  lungs, 
is  the  circumstance  most  to  be  dreaded  ;  in 
the  cases  in  question,  however,  it  caused 
only  a  transitory  danger.  The  fatal  conse- 
quences of  caries  and  suppuration  of  the 
ribs  and  their  cartilages,'  are  but  too  well 
known :  M.  Cittadini 's  success,  induces  us 
to  hope,  that  in  many  cases  they  might,  by 
a  surgical  operation,  be  avoided. 

ABSENCE  OF  THE  SEPTUM  VENTRICULORUM 
CORDIS. 

Fr.  S.,  setat.  24,  subject  from  his  infancy 
to  violent  beating  of  the  heart,  was,  in 


1820,  affected  with  pneumonia,  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  the  palpitation  consider- 
ably increased,  and  even  brought  on  fre- 
quent attacks  of  suffocation,  in  which  he 
found  no  relief,  except  by  pressing  the 
chest  strongly  against  some  resistant  body* 
He  was  treated  in  different  ways,  but  with- 
out any  success  ;  an  incipient  hasmorrhoidal 
discharge  seemed  for  some  time  to  mitigate 
the  symptoms,  but  the  affection  of  the  heart, 
and  the  difiiculty  of  breathing,  presently  in- 
creased anew ;  the  patient  was  obliged  to 
remain  completely  still ;  anassrcs,  and  at 
last  ascites,  came  on  ;  the  heart  best  most 
violently,  each  pulsation  communicating  an 
oscillatory  movement  to  the  left  side  of  the 
cheat ;  the  pulse  was  ninety,  equal  and  re* 
gular ;  respiration  stertorous,  and  the  voiee 
scarcely  audible.  At  the  patient's  request 
be  was  tapped  ;  but  the  operation  afforded 
him  only  a  transient  relief,  and  he  expired 
a  few  days  afterwards. 

On  examining  the  body,  the  pericardium 
was  found  of  an  extraordinary  size,  and  co- 
vering almost  the  whole  anterior  surface  of 
the  lungs.  The  cavity  of  the  chest  was 
filled  by  several  pints  of  a  bloody  serum ; 
the  lungs  were  strongly  compressed  against 
the  ribs,  but  not  altered  in  structure.  The 
pericardium  was  in  in  its  whole  extent  ad- 
herent to  the  heart,  the  cavities  of  which 
were  filled  with  black  grumous  blood ;  its 
volume  and  parietes  were  three  times 
larger  than  usual ;  the  septum  ventriculo- 
rum  was  totally  wanting,  not  the  slightest 
trace  of  it  could  be  found.  The  origin  of 
the  vessels  was  natural ;  the  apertures  of 
the  veins  were  slightly  enlarged,  and  the 
aorta  was  remarkably  flaccid.  The  other 
organs  were  found  in  a  healthy  state.— 
Huf'eland's  Journal. 

That  this  was  a  case  of  malformation  of 
the  heart,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt,  as 
a  subsequent  destruction  of  the  septum  can 
hardly  be  supposed.  It  strikingly  confirms 
Meckel's  most  ingenious  theory,  that  the 
greatest  number  of  monstrosities,  (all  ex- 
cept those  caused  by  excess  of  organs  and 
hermaphroditism.) are  founded  on  a  retarded 
formation  of  the  organs  ;  they  remain  in 
one  of  their  primitive  conditions,  without 
proceeding  to  their  further  development. 
This  is  evidently  shown  by  the  malforma- 
tions of  the  heart,  the  series  of  which,  at 
the  same  lime,  exhibits  the  centre  of  cir- 
culation in  all  the  diu'erent  conditions, 
which  mark  the  different  classes  of  animals, 
from  crustacea  to  mammalia,  and  thus  dis- 
tinctly represents  the  gradual  progression 
through  the  different  stages  of  animal  per- 
fection. We  need  hardly  mention  the  strik- 
ing analogy  between  the  heart  in  the  above 
reported  case,  and  in  the  genus  batrachii. 
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AFOTHECARIE6  ACT — ITt    PROTECTION  TO 
QUALIFIED  PRACTITIONERS  ! 

To  the  Editor  o/Thb  Lancet. 

Sin,— In  perusing  The  Lancet  of  last 
week,  ray  attention  was  arrested  by  a  com- 
munication from  your  correspondent  "  Medi- 
cos/' who,  it  appears,  is  chewing  the  cud  of 

as  it  were, 


ins 


mortification,  and  writ! 
under  the  incumbent  weight  of  barefaced 
and  shameless  charlatans.  If  companions  in 
misfortune  be  any  consolation,  I  can  assure 
him  his  case  is  not  peculiar — his  miseries 
are  not  unique.  He  complains,  with  truth, 
that  the  interests  of  the  regular  practitiouer 
are  betrayed  and  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of 
imbecility  and  supinenees ;  that  those  who 
legislate,  and  wield  the  sceptre  of  dominion 
ever  nine-tenths  of  our  medical  republic, 
enact  laws,  whose  tendency  is  only  to  per- 
plex and  impoverish  the  unhappy  student, 
utterly  regardless  of  the  rights  and  security 
of  our  '  community  ;  and  suspects,  from  a 
faint  recollection  of  the  issue  of  one  or  two 
eases,  that  their  powers  are  inefficient.  The 
complaints  of  "  Medicus"  are  but  too  jnst ; 
for  while  the  regular  practitioner  is  fleeced, 
the  supercilious  and  insolent  impostor  re- 
mains unmolested,  and  left  in  the  full  and 
undisturbed  exercise  of  his  fraudulent  and 
knavish  tricks. 

But  I  would  ask  Medicus,  can  he  hope 
for  a  successful  attack  upon  these  provincial 
locusts,  while  the  enemy  himself  is  in  the 
eampl  or  can  a  body  divided  against  itself, 
act  with  promptitude  and  energy  ?  will  not 
their  counsels  be  vacillating,  and  their 
operation*  feeble  ?  cleanse  first  the  Augean 
stable,  and  the  consequences  will  soon  be 
conspicuous. 

But  though  the  monks  of  Black  friars 
have  not  the  power  to  protect  those  to 
whom  they  vend  tbeir  indulgences  by  an 
appeal  to  the  laws,  they  might,  at  least, 
one  would  think,  exercise  that  penetration, 
which  such  long  and  laborious  application 
at  theirs,  to  the  whole  circle  of  the  sciences, 
must  have  afforded  them  ;  they  surely  are 
"  competent"  judges  of  the  professional  at- 
tainments, solid  and  profound  learning,  and 
polite  acquirements  of  those  candidates  who 
present  themselves  with  fear  and  trembling 
at  the  bar  of  their  house ;  if  any  men  may 
be  considered  as  living  «i>KVK\oirai6eiui  in 
our  profession,  they,  undoubtedly,  are  en- 
titled to  that  application  !  Can  such  blazing 
lights — such  astounding  prodigies  of  the 
art  and  mystery  of  physic — such  Thames- 
firing  philosophers,  confer  immunities  on 
unworthy  persons  ?  Who  dare  question  the 
integrity  of  the  holy  brotherhood  1  None, 
for  they  ''  are  all  honourable  men."  Who 
dare  suspect  them  of  dishonesty  1  None,  for 
Friar  Johnson  honestly  "  declared  it  to  be 


1  his  opinion,  thai  as  the  apothecary 'am  ie- 
siined  to  be  a  '  mere  drudge,'  to  attend  to  the 
Lywer  class  of  the  people  in  general,  his  e<iucation 
should  be  of  a  limited  hind,  otherwise  he  would 
he  '  soaring  m  the  clouds,'  instead  of  attending 
to  his  business;"  and  Friar  Johnson  is  an 
honourable  man,  and  so  are  they  all  honour- 
able men.  Who  dare  question  tbeir  com- 
petency ?  Do  none  ?  then  all  have  I  offended. 
I  not  only  doubt  their  fitness,  but  deny  it 
in  toto.  **  A  satisf  actory  examination  to  ascer- 
tain the  competency  of'  candidates1."  They 
never  yet  instituted  one,  nor  even  can  they. 
Why,  Sir,  in  the  short  space  of  thirty-fire 
minutes,  I  ran  the  round  of  almost  all  the 
sciences—- in  fact,  if  my  examination  were  a 
specimen,  I  am  supported  in  the  assertion 
that  they  do  not  ptrctive  the  bearing  and  extent 
of  their  own  questions. 

But  to  what,  I  think  I  hear  you  say,  does 
all  this  tend,  and  wherefore  these  remarks  1 
In  answer  to  your  interrogation  I  reply, 
that  the  tendency  of  these  observations  is  xo 
show,  that  either  the  power  vested  in  these 
monks  is  as  nothing,  or  that  having  that 
power  they  are  satisfied  with  the  fact,  and 
are  content  to  make  their  light  shine  before 
the  world,  in  vexatious  and  useless  enact* 
ments,  unmindful  of  the  actual  state  of  the 
profession,  or  that  they  do  their  best, 
lamenting  the  deficiency  of  their  inward 
man,  though,  like  true  penitential  publi* 
cans  and  sinners,  they  do  not  so  demean 
themselves  before  men,  as  that  they  should 
think  them  competent  over-much.  As  an 
individual,  Sir,  I  am  inclined  to  give  them 
credit  for  the  best  intentions,  though  they 
sometimes  fail,  as  in  the  following  flagrant 
instance  which  came  under  my  own  imme- 
diate knowledge. 

A  friend  of  mine  had  a  footman  of  the 
name  of  ,  and  a  man  of  tolerable 

conceit,  and  who  could  not  boast  of  what 
the  world  calls  modesty— a  quality,  which, 
though  it  highly  orfurni  a  woman,  may  be 
considered  the  bane  of  an  ambitious  JEtcu* 
laptan.  The  hero  of  my  tale  being  an 
aspiring  Johnny,  conceived,  I  presume,  a 
disgust  at  the  servility  of  his  station,  and 
desiring  to  emancipate  himself  from  his 
thraldom,  and  feeling  a  generous  emulation 
glow  within  his  lofty  soul,  he  scorned  asso- 
ciation with  the  "  profane  vulgar,"  and 
marked  out  for  himself  a  new  path,  and  con- 
jured to  his  imagination  a  splendid  scene  of 
action  in  which  he  should  obtain  immortal 
glory,  and  a  name,  "  are  perennius,"  more 
durable  than  adamantine  rock.  Disdaining, 
therefore,  the  sleek  footman's  slothful  life, 
he  left  his  roaster's  place  some  twelve 
months  since,  and  having  benight  his  inden- 
tures, he  fell  into  the  ranks  of  the  <pi\6oo<poi 
ireptvalrrTiKOi  of  St.  Bartholomew's. 

Regularly  entered  as  an  hospital  pupil, 
he  thought  that  as  there  were  many  tin- 
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Ucn\$td  practitioner*,  and  many  "  more  fools  j 
in  the  profession"  who  successfully  dosed  bis 
Majesty's  subjects  (I  mean  successfully  iu  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view) ;  and  as  he  cer- 1 
tainly  could  not  know  leu  than  a  fool,  he  had 
as  muck  right  to  practise  as  uny  other  fool ; 
be,  therefore,  as  a  consequence  qf  this 
ratiocination,  took  apartmeuts  in  a  little 
street  in  the  neighbourhood  of  one  of  the 
new  metropolitan  roads,  and  commenced 
practice  as  surgeon  aud  accoucheur,  hu- 
manely dealing  out  to  the  afflicted  poor, 
from  the  hidden  treasures  of  bis  frontal 
region,  choice,  yet  gratuitous,  medical  and 
surgical  advice,  and  kindly  assisted,  too,  by 
an  houourable  and  condescending  gentle- 
man, apothecary  to  a  public  institution. 

As  •  pupil,  I  think,  of  Dr.  Conquest's,  he 
became  expert  in  the  art  of  digital  manipula- 
tion ;  and,  for  aught  I  know,  could  infallibly 
determine  the  precise  foetal  situation  and 
presentation;  and  whether  the  head  were 
turned  more  or  lesa  than  "  a  hair  towards 
louth  or  south-west  side"  of  the  pelvis,  having 
attended  so  many  of  the  fair  patturient  sex. 
As  to 

"  Latin,  'twas  no  more  difficile 
Tban  to  a  blackbird  'tis  to  whistle 
for  he  was  so  rich  in  it,  that,  after  applying 
only  a  few  months  to  what  it  takes  other  men 
of  common  minds  yean  to  acquire,  he  could 
fcxplain  with  the  greatest  ease,  aud  elucidate 
with  the  most  astonishing  precision  and 
perspicuity,  the  most  occult  passages  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia',  and  unfold  to  the  amaze- 
ment of  the  Holy  Inquisitors,  the  most  dif- 
ficult scraps  of  medical  dug-latin.  In  sur- 
gery and  physic,  none  can  compete  with 
bim  ;  though,  indeed,  he  did  condescend  to 
"attend  lecture*'  on  these  subjects,  such' 
was  hia  (I  had  almost  said  intuitive)  know- 
ledge, that  he  could  not  "  open  his  mouth,  but 
out  their  Jiew"  an  aphorism  ;  1  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say  whether  it  were  in  £'<>aii  Greek, 
or  in  Monmouth  Street  Knglish  ;  but  this  is 
not  essential,  it  is  sufficient  forme  to  say, 
that  Homer's  surgeons,  Hippocrates,  Galeu, 
and  Celsus,  are  no  more  to  be  compared  to 
bim,  than  Tycho  Br  a  he  to  Adam's  father. 
And,  finally,  as  to  chemistry,  why,  Sir,  he 
is  so  "  profoundly  skilled  in  th'  analytic"  and 
synthetic,  that  could  Paracelsus  himself  but 
re-appear,  he  would  become  as  a  little  child, 

and  humbly  sit  at  the  feet  of  ,  while 

divine  alchemic  and  salutiferous  words  dis- 
tilled from  his  learned  lips. 

Well,  Sir,  to  proceed,  twelvemonths  now 
having  elapsed,  and  feeling  that  confidence 
which  arises  from  conscious  proficiency,  he 
determined  to  present  himself  at  the  monas- 
tic establishment  of  health  and  science,  in 
order  to  obtain,  after  undergoing  a  certain  j 
form  called  "  an  examination,"  that  which 
should  protect  him  against  the  assaults  of 
the  malevolent,  known  commonly  by  the 


name  of  an  "  epiferque."  He  accordingly 
did  so,  and,  as  you  might  well  expect  from 
your  knowledge  of  the  internal  economy  of 
the  above  institution,  passed  his  examine* 

tion  with  credit  to  himself,  and  complete 
satisfaction  to  the  apostolic  junta. 

For  months  after,  this  friend  and  myself 
lost  sight  of  him,  and  probably  we  never 
should  have  beard  of  him  more  ;  for,  stroll- 
ing one  evening  along  a  certain  ingTess  to 
the  metropolis,  we  missed  his  lamp,  "  tigui 
gratM  posit  a."  We  had  not,  however,  pro- 
ceeded much  further  before,  projecting  over 
the  door  of  a  resectable  new  house,  we  re- 
cognised the  red-eyed  lamp,  and,  upon  a 
nearer  approach,  read  the  names  of  Messrs. 
 ,  surgeons  and  accoucheurs. 

When  1  commenced  this  letter,  Mr.  Edit 
tor,  I  intended  merely  to  stste  this  case,  and 
let  it  stand  upon  its  own  merits  ;  but  in  the 
few  introductory  remarks  1  proposed  mak- 
ing, I  felt  an  irresistible  desire  to  expose 
moie  fully  the  inefficiency  of  the  existing 
system.  The  facts  I  have  advanced  are 
glaring,  and  the  imposition  flagrant;  I  have 
knowu  a  candidate  refused  admission  to  ex- 
amination, because  his  articles  were  not 
strictly  according  to  the  letter,  though  es- 
sentially within  the  spirit  of  the  law.  For 
though  he  had  served  a  chemist,  I  think,  in 
Manchester,  three  years,  and  a  surgeon  two, 
aod  had  been  twelve  mouths  in  London  pur- 
suing his  education,  they  would  not  admit 
him,  because  he  had  not  wielded  the  pestle 
under  the  surveillance  of  an  apothecary ; 
and  yet  here  is  my  friend's  footman  actually 
practising  medicine  and  surgery,  after  •*  at- 
tending lectures"  only  for  the  short  space  of 
twelve  months. 

Now,  Sir,  a  few  remarks  by  way  of  con- 
clusion.   I  do  w4  find  fault  with   'a 

footman,  or  despise  the  man  because  he  has 
endeavoured  to  raise  himself  above  his  si* 
tuation  ;  an  honourable  ambition  is  lauda- 
hle,  whatsoever  garb  it  may  assume.  A 
doctrine  contrary  to  this,  savours  of  an  aris- 
tocratic illiberality,  and  is,  I  believe,  ad- 
vanced only  by  those  who  have  themselves 
risen  "  from  nothing  ;"  and  who,  wishing  to 
forget  their  own  c»-devant  humility,  are  de- 
sirous to  keep  down,  and  frequently  asperse 
the  fair  fame  of  Fortune's  rising  favourites* 
History  a  fiords  too  many  instances  of  the 
meanest  of  men  attaining  to  the  highest  po- 
litical aud  literary  honours,  to  allow  one,  for 
a  moment,  to  sanction  such  exploded  dog- 
mata. We  need  only  instance  Cardinal 
Wolsey,  Oliver  Cromwell,  besides  number- 
less literati  and  politicians  of  our  own  day, 
whose  names  it  would  be  invidious  to  men- 
tion ;  and  who  knows  but  my  hero  may  yet 
be  president  of  the  College  iu  the  West! 

But,  Sir,  I  do  find  fault  with  those  whose 
duty  it  is  to  protect  the  public,  and  defend 
the  rights  and  interests  of  our  profession. 
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How  preposterous  is  it  to  suppose,  that  I  which  let  him  he  questioned  as  to  the  php 
either  the  one  end  or  the  other  is  answered,  siology  and  pathology  of  what  he  has  been 


by  requiring  that  an  unfortunate  youth 
should  murder  his  time  in  pilutifieat'um,  and 
other  scientific  employments  of  the  same 
description,  in  a  shop  or  surgery  for  five 
years  ;  and  then  running  the  round  of  lec- 
tures for  a  few  months!  What  cruel,  what 
wanton  disport !  What  a  shameful  sacrifice 
of  our  best,  our  most  precious  years ! 

It  may  be  urged  in  this  case,  how  was  it 
possible,  unless  the  mocks  had  received 
private  intimation,  for  them  to  detect  the 


describing ;  and  let  him  deliver  in  a  thesis, 
written  in  Latin,  on  some  medical  subject. 
On  the  second  day  let  him  defend  his  thesis, 
and  be  examined  on  chemistry,  materia  medica, 
and  therapeutics.  On  the  third  day  on  botany, 
consisting  not  merely  in  the  enumeration  of 
the  class  and  order  of  about  twelve  indige- 
nous plants,  as  now  adopted,  but  in  the  de- 
scription of  the  anatomy,  physiology,  and 
clarification  of  plants.  On  some  points  of 
natural  philosophy,  and  on  the  science  and 


imposition,  of  which  they  became  the  dupes  1  practice  of  midwifery ;  and  on  the  fourth  and 


I  answer,  the  fault  lies  in  the  examinations ; 
let  the  ordesl  be  one  in  fact,  and  let  restric- 
tions as  to  time  be  done  away  ;  but  the  truth 
is,  that  impudence  and  money  will  enable  a 
man  to  "finish  his  education,"  (risu-  — - 
atis,)  with  eclat,  and  to  "  do  an 


practi 


ce 


for, 


"  Aurum  per  medios  ire  satellites 
Et  perrumpere  amat  saxu,  potentius 
Ictu  fulmineo." 

One  word,  Sir,  as  to  medical  legislation, 
and  I  have  done.  My  opinion  is,  that  it, 
like  every  thing  else  human,  can  never  be 
perfect ;  but,  I  believe,  it  might  be  im- 
proved. And,  I  think,  this  might  be  ef- 
fected, first,  by  requiring  that  no  youth 
enter  on  the  study  of  the  profession  before 
the  age  of  17  ;  secondly,  that  he  be  examined 
by  a  district  Committee,  composed  of  men 
of  known  talent  and  ability,  and  appointed 
by  the  Court  of  Examiners,  as  to  his  pro- 
ficiency in  the  several  branches  of  school 
education,  which  it  must  certify  ;  thirdly,  he 
must  be  employed  during  one  year  in  the 
practice  of  pharmacy ;  fourthly,  he  must 
spend  the  three  succeeding  years  in  the  pro- 
secution of  his  medical  studies  at  some 
school,  the  course  of  which  might  be  pre- 
scribed ;  fifthly,  at  the  expiration  of  this 
period,  he  should  be  required  to  present 
himself  for  examination. 

Now  the  body  before  whom  he  is  to  be 
examined  should  consist  of  individuals  of! 

eminence,  in  the  several  departments  of  me-  ■  exclusion  of  such  medico-chirurgical  mush- 

dical  science,  whether  they  be  called  pbysi-  [  rooms  as   s  footman  ab  artis  nostra: 

ciaus,  surgeons,   or  apothecaries,  to   the  t  honoribus. 


last  day,  on  the  science  and  operations  of 
surgery,  which  be  should  perform  on  the  dead 
subject. 

Now,  in  order  that  there  be  no  dereUction 
of  duty,  the  examinations  should  be  open 
to  the  profession  ;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
laxity  of  discipline,  from  the  supposition  that 
the  situation  is  for  life,  the  members  of  the 
Court  of  Examiners  should  hold  their  office 
but  for  one  year,  and  others  should  be  elected 
in  their  stead.  After  five  years,  the  fbtroer 
might  be  again  eligible.  Now,  in  order  to 
do  away  with  patronage,  a  grand  source  of 
corruption,  the  elective  power  should  be 
rested  in  the  profession  at  large,  and  any 
step  to  secure  an  election,  further  than  the 
announcement  of  their  names,  should  dis- 
qualify candidates  for  life.  The  mode  of 
election  should  be  by  ballotation,  and  the 
installation  of  the  new  member  should  be 
the  last  act  of  the  old  ;  and  the  confirmation 
of  the  election  by  the  President,  should  be 
the  dissolution  of  the  former  court. 

The  President  should  be  chosen  by  the 
court,  from  one  of  its  own  number,  ami 
should  hold  his  office  five  years;  and  the 
end  of  his  official  functions  should  define  the 
limits  of  his  po/iturn-professional  existence. 

The  above  sketch,  being  but  brief,  must 
consequently  be  imperfect  ;  but  it  may 
serve  to  exhibit,  by  contrast,  the  imbecility 
of  existing  laws;  and,  1  think,  might,  if 
even  this  system,  imperfect  as  it  is,  were 
adopted,  prove  adequately  efficient  to  the 


number  of  eighteen,  and  this  association  1  have,  now,  Sir,  to  crave  absolution  at 
should  be  designated  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  I  your  hands  for  this  very  long  letter ;  but,  as 
and  Surgery.  Hence  the  trading  company  an  extenuation  of  my  fault,  1  plead  the  im- 
might  be  abolished,  and  the  College  of  Sur-  j  portance  of  my  subject ;  wherein  this  con- 
geons  be  erected  into  an  institution  of  that  j  sists,  1  need  not  point  out  to  you,  who  have 
name;  and  by  this,  t  io,  medicine  and  sur-  {  written  so  often,  aud  so  ably,  on  the  same 
fery  would  become  by  law  united,  as  well  as  ,  theme.  Allow  me,  therefore,  to  conclude, 
bj  nature.  [thanking  you  fur  previous  insertions  ;  and. 

As  to  the  manner  of  conducting  the  exa-  should  jou  deem  this  worthy  of  your  pages, 
ruinations,  the  following  might,  I  think,  be  you  shall  -  again  hear  from  me,  on  a  topic, 
adopted  with  advantage,  and  would  be  a  perhaps,  not  altogether  beneath  the  atten- 


tolerable  test  of  "  competency." 

On  the  first  day  let  the  candidate  demon- 
part  on  the  dead  subject,  after 


tion  of  the  profession. 
London,  Aug.  2.r>,  1028. 


1  am  yours,  &c. 

AAij0«<a. 


■ 
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RICHMOND  HOSPITAL— HINTS  TO  MB.  CAR* 
MICHAEL. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Tbe  advantages  afforded  to  the  ana- 
tomical student  in  Dublin,  are  recognized 
throughout  the  empire,  and  they  are  gene- 
rally allowed  to  have  obtained  the  same 
rank  for  our  city  in  this  branch  of  profes- 
sional acquirement,  as  London  claims  in 
the  surgical,  aud  Edinburgh  in  the  medical 
departments.  The  numerous  anatomical 
schools  of  Dublin  have  done  much  in  pro- 
curing this  distinction,  and  they  have  annu- 
ally been  frequented  by  numbers  of  our 
English  and  Scotch  brethren,  in  search  of 
that  knowledge,  unattainable  in  their  own 
capitals,  from  the  natural  prejudices  against 
the  disinterment  of  the  dead,  and  the  prose- 
cution of  their  studies  by  dissection.  Dub- 
lin then,  Sir,  as  the  priucipal  mart  of  ana- 
tomical instruction,  occupies  a  distinguished 
station  in  the  British  medical  world,  and  it 
strictly  becomes  her  professors,  not  only  in 
imparting  instruction  to  the  youth  who  flock 
to  their  lectures,  to  exert  their  utmost  in- 
dustry for  the  improvement  of  their  classes, 
but  also  so  to  conduct  themselves  and  ma- 
nage their  institutions,  as  to  support  the 
dignity  of  Dublin  as  an  anatomical  school, 
and  thus  to  render  it  both  respected  and 
frequented. 

Amongst  the  schools  of  Dublin,  none, 
perhaps,  could  claim  so  high  a  pre-eminence 
as  the  Richmond,  from  its  contiguity  to  the 
immense  establishment  called  the  House  of 
Industry,  which,  comprising  medical,  sur- 
gical, and  fever  hospitals,  lunatic  asylum, 
and  wards  for  chronic  cases,  affords  the 
student  the  opportunity  of  prosecuting  every 
branch  of  his  studies,  within  five  minutes' 
walk  of  his  dissecting  room  j  and  those 
who  have  been  compelled,  in  spite  of 
wind  and  weather,  to  attend  lectures  deli- 
vered at  distant  places,  gaining  abundance 
of  dirt  and  fatigue,  and  losing  much  pre- 
cious time  for  such  equivalents,  will  esti- 
mate this  advantage  as  it  deserves  ;  but 
alas !  with  every  opportunity  of  increasing 
its  importance,  and  the  numbers  of  its  stu- 
dents as  a  necessary  consequence,  this  esta- 
blishment appears  to  be  losing  ground,  or, 
ai  all  events,  is  very  far  from  occupying  the 
situation  it  might  possess.  The  Surgical 
Hospital,  although  not  actually,  is  nomi- 
nally connected  with  the  school,  from  two  of 
its  surgeons  being  lecturers,  and  from  the 
prospectus  of  the  lectures  and  the  terms  of 
tbe  hospital  being  printed  on  one  card. 
The  surgeons  are  Messrs.  Carmichael  aud 
M' Dowel,  (Mr.  Peile,  the  senior  surgeon, 
neither  interferes  with  the  school  nor  the 
hospital  practice ;  he  is  senior  8urgeoo,«t  pr<e- 


terea  nihil ;)  the  first  is  well  known  in  Eng- 
land as  an  author  and  an  operator,  and  his 
name,  having  been  mentioned  in  The  Lan- 
cet in  the  highest  terms  of  commendation, 
has,  to  my  knowledge,  drawn  many  English 
students  to  the  Richmond.  Hitherto  I  have 
been  merely  descriptive ;  I  will  now  com- 
mence a  narration,  and,  as  I  have  a  few  com* 
plaints  to  urge,  1  cannot  do  better  than  ac- 
company my  notice  of  individuals  with  my 
murmurs  at  their  conduct.  With  Mr.  Carmi- 
chael then,  Sir,  let  us  commence ;  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  of  1827-28,  he  de- 
livered an  introductory  lecture,  according  to 
a  notice  of  the  prospectus  of  that  year,  and, 
in  the  course  of  a  season  of  six  months,  he 
also  lectured  upon  the  surgical  subjects  of 
scrofula,  diseases  of  the  nose,  on  the  cases 
requiring,  and  on  the  operation  of  trache- 
otomy ;  on  cancer,  and  on  the  venereal  dis- 
ease, comprising  his  notice  of  these  import- 
ant subjects  in  about  fifteen  lectures.  I  be- 
lieve I  should  not  speak  the  sense  of  the 
school,  if  I  were  to  assert  that  the  class  in 
general  were  anxious  for  more  of  his  surgi- 
cal instruction,  Mr.  Carmichael  being  con- 
fessedly a  bad  lecturer,  and  on  the  Bcrofu- 
lous,  cancerous,  and  venereal  subjects,  long 
quotations  from  th 


ie  wor 


ks  he  has  written 
formed  the  principal  part  of  his  informa- 
tion, which  every  student  could  gain  from 
the  library.  We  will  dismiss  him,  there- 
fore, as  a  surgical  lecturer,  and  look  to 
his  hospital  habits.  As  a  practical  sur- 
geon, Mr.  Carmichael  deservedly  ranks  very 
high  ;  but  his  fame  must  have  been  esta- 
blished in  his  vounger  days,  when  it  was 
worth  his  while  to  pay  attention  to  the  hos- 
pital, for  his  present  conduct  affords  him 
but  slender  opportunities  of  displaying  hia 
abilities  ;  his  days  of  attendance  are  Mon- 
days, Wednesdays,  and  Fridays ;  but  week 
after  week  passes,  and  often  but  a  weekly 
visit  from  him  on  Wednesday,  the  operation 
and  public  day,  when  all  is  bustle,  and  fre- 
quently hurry  and  confusion,  a  day  on  which 
the  student  has  little  opportunity  of  study- 
ing his  profession,  or  of  seeing  more  than 
perhaps  every  third  case  :  the  attendance  on 
Mondays  and  Fridays,  therefore,  would  be 
highly  valuable,  but  on  these  days  Mr. 
Carmichael  is  frequently,  far  too  fre- 
quently, absent.  This  gentleman  should 
consider,  that  in  his  non-attendance  he 
is  injuring  the  pupil  and  the  apprentice, 
who  have  paid  for  the  expected  exercise  of 
his  talents,  and  who  cannot  be  satisfied  by 
the  appearance  of  a  young  and  inexperienced 
man,  unknown  to  many,  and  unheeded  by 
all,  in  his  stead.  If  occasional  weighty  bu- 
siness interferes  with  the  performance  of 
Mr.  Carmichael's  duty,  let  him,  1  say,  ap- 
point a  man  who  thoroughly  understands 
his  business,  and  not  an  individual  who 
merely  excites  the  smiles  of  a  surrounding 
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class,  while  he  attempts  the  duties  of  an 
hospital  surgeon.  1  have  other  causes 
of  complaint  against  Mr.  Carmichael;  at 
the  commencement  of  last  sra9on,  he  pro- 
mised clinical  instruction,  and  how  did  he 
redeem  his  pledge?  by  the  delivery  of  ten 
lectures  in  six  months,  excellent  of  their 
kind,  and  strongly  contrasted  with  his  lec- 
tures on  surgery, ;  but,  ss  s  writer  in  Tint 
Lancet  on  this  subject  some  months  ago 
expressed  himself,  too  "  like,  angels'  visits." 
as  being  "  few  and  far  between."  I  have 
but  one  more  ground  of  complaint :  go  into 
the  wards  entrusted  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  and 
look  at  the  tickets  over  each  patient's  head  . 
you  behold  the  name  of  the  patient,  and  of 
Richard  Carmichael,  (or  perhaps  of  his 
admired  locum  tment  Thomas  Belton.)  in 
juxta-position,  and  all  the  blanks  for  name 
of  disease,  previoua  history,  and  treatment, 
perfectly  unsoiled.  I  have  not  one  word  to 
say  oo  this  score !  The  neglect  of  a  plain 
duty  is  obvious,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  add, 
shameful. 

Having  gone  over  my  Hat  of  grievances,  I 
will  now  advert  to  the  promises  of  Mr. 
Carmichael  for  the  ensuing  season.  His! 
name  stands  st  the  head  of  Lectures  on  sur- 1 
gery,  in  the  printed  prospectus  of  the  Rich- 
mond School  of  Anatomy,  and  1  would  wish  I 
to  know  what  share  he  will  take  in  the 
labours  of  the  season.  He  does  not  even,  as 
formerly,  open  the  course  with  an  introduc- 
tory Lecture,  end  as  the  rumour  is  afloat, 
that  be  has  resigned  his  interest  in  the 
school  to  the  new  Professor,  (late  demon* 
sir  a  tor,)  Dr.  M' Dowel,  it  may  fairly  be 
surmised,  that  his  ensuing  labours  will  fall 
short,  even  of  bis  last  year's  exertion ;  and, 
if  this  is  the  case,  by  what  name  must  the 
conduct  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Richmond 
School  be  designated  1  A  gross  set  of  fraud ! 
They  make  use  of  a  name,  known  to  the 
profession  at  large,  as  a  snare  to  draw  new- 
comers into  their  net,  and  literally  render 
Richard  Carmichael,  M.  R.  I.A.,  and  sur- 
geon to  the  Richmond  Hospital,  their 
decoy-duck.  With  respect  to  the  hospital, 
it  is  stated  in  the  prospectus  to  be  regularly 
visited  st  eight  o'clock  each  morning.  Will 
the  surgeons  be  kind  enough  to  state  by 
whom  ?  By  a  surgeon,  or  his  apology  1  By 
a  man  who  knows  his  busiuess,  or  a  man 
who  knows  nothing  1  It  is  also  stated,  that 
clinical  instruction  will  be  given  regularly. 
Do  the  surgeons,  or,  at  least,  does  Mr.  Car- 
michael, intend  a  reformation  1 
*  I  am  doing  my  duty,  Sir,  toward  my  medi- 
cal brethren  in  stating  undeniable  facts,  and 
in  acquainting  them  of  the  proceedings  of 
one  season  with  respect  to  one  individual, 
(and  there  are  grievances  enough  connected 
with  others,)  and  I  am  also  doing  my  duty 
to  Mr.  Carmichael  himself,  in  cautioning 
him  not  to  delude  the  medical  youth  of  the 


empire,  by  promisiog  what  it  is  not  his  in- 
tention to  perform,  us  such  conduct  must 
eventually  prove  the  ruin  of  the  school  with 
which  he  is  connected,  and  must  eventually 
lead  to  his  own  disgrace. 

My  notice  of  Mr.  Carmichael  has  occu- 
pied more  room  thau  1- in  tended ;  but  where 
abuses  are  numerous,  they  can  hardly  be 
crammed  into  a  small  space.  My  future 
communications  respecting  the  Richmond 
School,  will  expose  other  grievances,  and 
display  other  characters,  quite  as  notorious, 
and  nearly  as  blameworthy. 

The  want  6f  a  free  medical  press  in  Ire* 
land,  an  independent  periodical,  ever  anxious 
to  bestow  the  meed  of  applause,  and  ever 
sble  and  willing  to  wield  the  instrument  of 
correction,  throws  the  Irish  reporter,  or 
complainant,  upon  the  mercy  of  an  English 
press  ;  and  what  press  can  an  Irish  student 
regard  with  so  much  favour  as  that  fearless 
periodical,  which  has  done  so  mueh  for  the 
profession  at  large, — which  has  displayed 
its  energies  in  the  publication  of  talent,  in 
the  record  of  abilities,  and  in  the  exposure 
of  abuses  wherever  they  appeared, — and 
which  is  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the 
whole  medical  world,  for  iu  fearless  and 
independent  course  ?  Then,  Sir,  while  Tn» 
Lancet  exists,  we  cannot  need  an  able 
assistant  in  the  cause  of  medical  probity  ; 
and  I  do  contend,  that,  judging  from  the 
last  season,  we  have  to  apprehend  a  de- 
reliction from  honesty,  in  the  publication 
of  promises  not  intended  for  performance  ; 
If  your  insertion  of  this  letter  bring  back 
the  proper  feelings  of  honour  end  inte- 
grity to  the  mind  of  Mr.  Carmichael  in 
particular,  (and  sure  I  am  that  your  pages 
are  as  ready  to  afford  him  a  reproof,  when 
he  needs  it,  as  to  bestow  applause,  when 
he  deserves  it,)  and  to  the  minds  of  the  sur. 
geons  of  the  Richmond  Hospital,  and  the 
managers  of  the  Richmond  School  of  Ana* 
toray  in  general,  I  shall  have  accomplished 
my  object.  Of  Dr.  M' Dowel  in  my  next. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


Dublin,  October  6, 13*8. 


CLINICAL  LEOTU  R F.S  AT  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW  *St 


To  the  Editor  of  Tub  Lancet. 

Sir, — Every  one  at  all  acquainted  with 
the  medical  profession  will  admit  the  utility 
of  clinical  lectures  as  a  means  of  imparting 
a  knowledge  of  disease.  This  excellent 
mode  of  communicating  information  by  re- 
ferring to  cases  which  are  actually  under 
the  eye  of  the  pupil,  or  have  recently  been, 
so,  had  been  too  long  neglected  at  this  Hon* 
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pital  ,*  bat  Mr.  Earle  has  now  zealously 
commenced  bis  part,  and  nothing  remains 
but  that  the  other  surgeons  should  follow 
his  example.  For  what  reason  clinical  lec- 
ture! should  be  given  by  one  only  of  the 
medical  officers  of  this  large  establishment, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive.  It  may  be  ar- 
gued, that  Mr.  Vincent  and  Mr.  Lawrence 
make  their  observations  on  the  various  cases 
under  tbeir  care  at  the  visit :  however  true 
this  may  be,  still  the  majority  of  the  stu- 
dents derive  no  advantage  from  them  ;  for 
the  moment  the  orator  commences  his 
speech,  he  is  barricadoed  on  all  sideB  by  a 
host  of  disciples,  anxious  to  catch  what  they 
can  ;  but  owing  to  the  low  tone  of  voice  in 
which  the  speaker  addresses  his  hearers, 
those  forming  the  outer  line  cannot  even 
taste  of  the  feast.  Would  it  not  be.  Sir,  a 
much  better  plan  for  each  of  those  gentle- 
men to  appoint  aa  hour  every  week  for 
meeting  hii  pupils,  and  delivering  his  re- 
marks  unrestrained  by  the  presence  of 
tbe  patienu  !  It  is  a  real  loss  that  the  im- 
mense fund  of  practical  information,  pos- 
sessed by  so  distinguished  a  surgeon  as  Mr. 
Lawrence,  should  not  be  more  generally 
diffused  amongst  the  large  class  attending 
this  Hospital. 

In  Uie  hope  that  you  will  find  space  for 
these  few  hints, 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DiscirtJLua. 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 
Oct.  23,  1828. 

i 

DESCRIPTION  OT  A  CONGENITA!.  MALFOR- 
MATION OF  THE  SOFT  PALATE  AND 
UVULA,  SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED  BV  AR- 
TIFICIAL MEANS. 

By  John  Palmer  Db  la  Fons,  Esq. 

Or  the  various  malformations  to  which  tbe 
human  frame  is  liable,  there  is,  perhaps, 
none  of  such  frequent  occurrence  as  de- 
fects of  tlie  palate  and  uvula. 

In  many  instances  the  deficiency  extends 
tbe  whole  length  of  the  roof,  from  the  velum 
pendulum  palati  to  the  front  of  the  mouth, 
where  it  not  unfrequently  terminates  in  a 
harelip. 

In  consequence  of  the  air  escaping  through 
the  aperture,  the  speech  is  impaired  in  pro- 
portion to  the  extent  of  the  cavity,  which, 
in  many  instances,  is  so  large,  as  to  render 
every  attempt  at  articulation  completely  un- 
intelligible, except  to  those  who,  by  con- 
stant intercourse,  are  familiarised  to  the 

When  palatal  deficiencies  are  confined  to 
the  osseous  palate  alone,  assistance  can 
alwaya  be  afforded,  by  covering  the  vacancy  | 


with  a  metallic  plate  of  gold,  silver,  or  pla- 
tina,  supported  in  various  ways,  for  which 
no  rules  can  be  given,  but  everything  moat 
be  governed  by  the  artist's  ingenuity,  whose 
success  will  entirely  depend  on  his  contri- 
vances being  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of 
the  case ;  these  plates  are  sometimes  se- 
cured in  their  places  by  a  cork  or  sponge 
fitted  to  the  aperture,  but  this  method  no 
person  would  eudure,  who  has  any  regard  to 
cleanliness,  as  the  mucus,  and  other  matter, 
absorbed  by  pledgets  of  that  nature,  beeome 
iusupportably  offensive. 

Although,  with  judicious  treatment,  the 
most  effectual  relief  can  be  afforded  in 
every  instance  of  the  above  description, 
the  extension  of  the  evil  beyond  the  palatal 
bones  creates  a  difficulty  that  has  hitherto 
been  insurmountable,  by  reason  of  the  irrita- 
bility of  the  parts,  and  the  delicately  yield- 
ing substance  requisite  to  render  air-tight  a 
cavity  that  is  perpetually  contracting  and 
expanding. 

Miss  G  ,  the  subject  of  this  commu- 
nication, was,  from  her  birth,  afflicted  with 
a  defect  of  the  soft  palate  and  uvula,  repre- 
sented by  the  dotted  line  at  A,  fig.  3. 

In  all  cases  of  this  kind,  the  only  means 
of  supporting  a  substitute,  is  by  attaching  it 
to  a  frame  of  gold,  made  upon  similar  prin- 
ciples to  those  that  should  be  adopted 
in  constructing  teeth  that  are  artificially 
placed,  studiously  avoiding  those  serious 
objections  that  bo  frequently  attend  them 
namely,  either  falling  out  for  the  want  of 
proper  support,  or  being  made  with  the  gold 
so  conspicuously  placed  around  the  front 
teeth,  as  to  betray  tbem  to  the  most  casual 
obseiver,  evils  that  can  always  be  avoided, 
without  affecting  their  security  in  the  small- 
est degree. 

My  first  attempt  to  cover  the  aperture 
was  made  with  elastic  gum  (Caoutchouc) 
as  approaching,  nearer  to  flesh  in  its  texture, 
than  any  other  substance  ;  but  being  aware 
that  a  trial  had  already  been  made  with  it 
for  a  similar  purpose,  which  had  failed  in 
consequence  of  its  becoming  speedily  soft- 
ened by  the  heat  of  the  mouth,  this  ob- 
jection was  obviated  by  a  number  of  bristles, 
methodically  arranged,  and  inserted  between 
two  very  thin  laminae  of  the  India  rubber  ; 
the  elasticity  thus  obtained  being  just  suffi- 
cient to  support  it  firmly,  without  bearing 
so  forcibly  as  to  excoriate  Uie  borders  of 
the  orifice. 

This  experiment  was  so  far  satisfactory  as 


•  Through  mismanagement  alone,  thou- 
sands are  disappointed  in  the  attempt  to  wear 
artificial  teeth,  numbers  of  whom  have  been 
assured  that  their  cases  were  impracticable, 
when,  on  the  contrary,  they  could  be  accom- 
plished with  the  greatest  facility. 
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to  prove,  that  a  substitute' could  be  borne,  fainty  of  making  them  always  exactly  alike 
and  with  a  beneficial  result,  the  voice,  with  water -proof  cloth  was  tried,  and  found  to 


a  little  practice,  being  evidently  improved  ; 
when  a  new  difficulty  arose,  in  consequence 
of  the  India  rubber  decaying,  the  decompo- 
sition being  so  rapid  in  its  progress,  as  to 
need  renewal  at  the  expiration  of  two,  or 
three  days  at  the  furthest. 

The  patient,  greatly  encouraged  by  the 
prospect  of  success,  learnt  to  prepare  and 
replace  them  for  herself;  but  the  constant 
renewal  of  them  being  attended  with  great 
inconvenience,  in  addition  to  the  uncer- 


be  equally  pliable,  while  it  was  divested  of 
the  tendency  to  decay  ;  at  the  expiration  of 
a  few  weeks  the  irritability  of  the  parts  had 
so  much  deereased,  as  to  admit  of  very  de- 
licate gold  springs  being  introduced  in  Hpu. 
of  the  bristles.  Although  so  short  a  time 
had  elapsed,  •  the  articulation  was  already 
more  distinct,  attended  with  a  greater  faci- 
lity in  speaking,  so  much  so,  that  the  con- 
vulsive movement  of  the  lips,  occasioned  by 
the  exertion,  had  entirely  disappeared. 


To  avoid  repetition,  the  letters  refer  to  the  ] 
same  part  in  each  figure. 

Tiz.  1.  a  front  view  of  the  contrivance. 

A  The  flap  that  covers  the  aperture. 

BC  Two  teeth  on  each  side  having  springs 
attached  tor  its  support,  the  arm  I),  by 
bearing  against  the  roof,  effectually  secures 
it  against  dropping  down  at  the  back. 

Fig.  2.  A  side  view  E  a  nut  and  screw, 
by  means  of  which  the  flap  A  is  easily  re- 
moved by  the  wearer,  either  to  cleanse,  or 
to  renew  it. 


Fig.  3.  Represents  the  whole  as  it  appears 
when  fixed  in  the  mouth,  the  form  and  ex- 
tent of  the  cavity  being  distinguished  by  the 
dotted  line  at  A. 

14 ,  George  Street,  Hanover  Square. 

*  It  should  be  observed,  that  the  patient 
never  having  spoken  correctly,  supposing 
nature  to  have  suddenly  restored  the  parts, 
it  would  require  as  much  practice  as  the  in- 
fant does,  probably  much  more,  befoie  per- 
fection in  speech  could  be  attained. 


MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL  SOCIETY. 
Tuesday,  October  28,  1828. 

Mr.  Travehs,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

The  remainder  of  Mr.  Arnott's  paper  on 
the  secondary  effect  of  inflammation  of  the 
veins  was  read  to  the  meeting. 

The  cause  of  the  constitutional  disturb- 
ance,  and  of  death  in  cases  of  phlebitis,  has 
been  attributed  to  the  inflammation  extend- 
ing to  the  heart ;  to  the  entrance  of  pus  into 
the  circulation,  and  to  the  constitution  ne- 
cessarily sympathising  deeply  with  parts  so 
important  in  the  economy  as  the  veins. — 
Having  related  some  cases  which  came  under 


his  own  observation,  and  cited  others,  the 
author  proved  that  the  inflammation  does 
not  extend  to  the  heart,  and  that  all  the  bad 
consequences  sometimes  ensue  from  inflam- 
mation of  a  very  limited  extent,  perhaps  of 
a  few  inches  only.  The  morbid  changes  are 
usually  bounded  on  the  side  of  the  heart  by 
the  junction  of  a  vein.  The  contents  of  the 
inflamed  veins  are  pus  and  lymph.  The 
constitutional  symptoms  bear  no  direct  re- 
lation to  the  extent  of  the  inflamed  vein, 
they  are  marked  by  fever,  restlessness,  great 
irritability  and  exhaustion.  During  the 
course  of  these,  depositions  of  pus  take 
place  in  distant  parts,  into  the  cellular  sub- 
stance, the  joints  become  affected,  a  disease 
of  the  eye  has  been  observed,  and  especially 
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abscesses  in  the  long?,  with  effusions  of  fluid 
into  the  chest.  The  resemblance  between 
the  course  :md  character  of  these  symptoms, 
and  those  succeeding  to  the  inoculation  of 
a  morbid  poison,  is  striking,  and,  consider- 
ing the  very  limited  extent  of  local  affection 
in  the  vein,  in  some  instances,  the  inference 
is  unavoidable,  that  they  depend  upon  the  in* 
flammatory  secretion  from  the  surface  of  the 
vein  entering  into  the  circulation,  contami- 
nating the  blood,  and  operating  as  a  poison. 

The  occurrence  of  abscesses  and  inflam- 
mations in  remote  situations,  after  the  punc- 
ture, division,  or  ligature,  simply  of  a  vein, 
offers  an  explanation  of  those  which  follow 
more  extensive  and  complicated  wouuds.— 
Cases  were  detailed,  where  depositions  of 
pus  into  the  lungs,  the  cellular  substance, 
and  joints,  took  place  after  amputation  and 
compound  fracture  ;  and  where  a  veiu  or 
veins  of  the  injured  limb  were  found  inflamed, 
and  containing  purulent  matter  and  lymph. — 
Examining  a  number  of  instances  where  ab- 
scesses occurred  in  the  liver  and  lungs  after 
injuries  of  the  head,  it  was  shown  that  the 
injury  has  .  been  sometimes  very  slight ; 
without  either  fracture  of  the  skull,  or  cou- 
cussion  of  the  brain  ;  but  that  there  has  al- 
ways existed  a  suppurating  wouud  of  the 
soft  parts.  In  two  instances,  inflammation 
and  suppuration  of  the  superior  longitudinal 
sinus  was  found  on  dissecticu.  and  the- con- 
clusion is,  that  secondary  affections  of  the 
viscera  of  the  abdomen  and  chest  are  also 
dependent,  like  those  of  the  extremities,  on 
inflammation  of  the  veins. 

Inflammation  of  the  uterine  veins  after 
labour  is  not  of  unfrequent  occurrence,  and 
cases  were  reluted  of  abscesses  in  the  liver 
and  lungs,  taking  place  in  connection  with 
this. — A  disease  also  of  the  joints  occurs  in 
the  puerperal  stute,  as  well  as  a  destructive 
inflammation  of  the  eye,  and  a  deposition 
of  pus  into  the  cellular  substance,  which,  in 
the  author's  opinion  are  referred  to  inflam- 
mation of  the  uterine  veins,  and  to  the  intro- 
duction of  pus,  or  other  inflammatory  secre- 
tions, into  the  system  from  their  surfaces. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  A.,  having  shown  that 
the  admixture  of  diseased  exhalations  from 
the  inflamed  veins,  with  the  blood,  is  the 
cause  of  the  secondary  local  affection  in  the 
cases  which  he  has  described,  abstained 
from  an  attempt  to  account  for  the  deposi- 
tion of  pus  and  lymph  in  the  latter  without 
signs  of  inflammation,  as  this  requires  that 
the  share  which  a  diseased  alteration  in  the 
blood  has  in  the  production  of  the  phenomena 
of  inflammation,  should  be  hist  investigated. 

A  conversation  then  took  place  on  the 
nature  and  degree  of  the  derangement  o! 
the  nervous  system  iu  cases  of  phlebitis; 
but  the  discussion  of  the  other  important 
topics  mentioned  by  Mr.  Arnott  was  post- 
poned to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society, 

No.  370. 


nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  having  been 
occupied  in  the  reading  of  the  paper.  To 
say  that  Mr.  Arnotl's  paper  is  the  best  we 
possess  on  phlebitis,  is,  perhaps,  not  saving 
much  in  its  praise  ;  it  is  an  interesting 
communication  on  an  interesting  subject,  and 
the  manner  iu  which  the  author  considered 
the  subject  proves  him  to  be  a  diligent 
and  accurate  observer  of  disease,  and  capable 
of  the  greatest  research. 


DUBLIN  APPRENTICES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Your  valuable  periodical  has  ever 
been  the  exposerof  the  grievances  of  the  ju- 
nior portion  of  the  profession.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  mine  will  obtain  a  notice.  I 
am  a  "  Dublin  apprentice  my  "  master" 
is  rather  eminent  in  his  profession,  and 
possesses  the  means  (if  he  had  the  inclina- 
tion) of  bestowing  on  his  apprentice  every 
necessary  instruction;  but,  what  is  the 
fact?  instruction  from  him,  I  receive  none  ; 
information,  none.  I  an),  indeed,  blessed 
with  the  sight  of  him  once,  perhaps,  in  every 
month  ;  he  smites,  I  bow,  and  off  he  goes. 
This,  Sir,  will  do  very  well  for  the  first  two 
or  three  years.  But  when  a  young  man 
finds  his  examination  approaching,  finds 
himself  neglected  by  those  to  whom  he  paid 
a  large  fee  for  instruction,  and  feels  the  dis- 
credit which  attaches  to  those  who  are  un- 
able to  "  pass  their  examination,"  shortly 
after  their  time  has  expired;  he  cannot 
so  readily  remain  contented.  But  what 
resource  has  he?  the  consolation  of  the 
"  grinder" — to  him  he  has  to  pay  thirty 
or  forty  guineas  for  obtaining  that  instruc- 
tion which  his  "  master's"  disgraceful  in- 
attention denied  him.  The  "  grinder" 
rubs  him  up  ;  teaches  him  his  business,  as 
we  teach  a  parrot  to  talk,  by  rote ;  and 
when  he  considers  him  sufficiently  "  flip- 
pant," he  sends  him  up  to  his  examination. 
The  "  apprentice,"  perhaps,  "  passes,"  and 
then  lauuehes  into  life, "  *•  to  learn  his  business." 
Perhaps  he  is  rejected  ;  why  then,  he  re- 
turns to  the  "  grinder"  again,  and,  after  a 
few  more  months  of  "  repetition,"  is  per- 
haps fortunate  enough  to  sneak  through  hi* 
examination.  This,  Sir,  is  not  an  uncom- 
mon case  ;  it  is  the  case  of  almost  all  the 
"  Dublin  apprentices"  at  this  instant. 
There  are,  however,  thank  God,  some 
men  yet  here,  who  are  too  honourable  to 
pocket  their  apprentices'  money,  and  then 
leave  them  uninstructed.  Th'.»y  are  but 
few  ;  on  a  future  occasion  I  may,  perhaps, 
send  you  their  names  ,  and  then  you,  and  the 
public,  will  be  able  to  discover  by  whom  a 
confidential  trust  is,  and  is  not  neglected. 

IllBERNICUS. 

Dublin,  Sept.  29th,  1828. 
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THE  LANCET. 

,  Saturday,  November  1,  1828. 


The  extent  of  remark  demanded  of  as  last 
week,  on  the  sacrifice  of  Dr.  Tuoiny  by  the 
College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland,  prevented 
us  from  noticing  not  the  least  extraordinary 


the  supposition  of  bis  having  been  basely 

treated  by  the  College  of  Physicians,  we 
conceived  that  auch  a  manifestation  of  pub- 
lic feeling  in  his  favour,  might  have  encou- 
raged him  to  co-operate  with  us,  at  the  time, 
in  the  exposure  of  those  abuses  of  which 
we  knew  his  oppressors  to  have  been  guilty. 
We  have  ever  since  patiently  waited  the 
realization  of  these  just  hopes ;  but  finding 
that  they  are  now  less  likely  to  be  fulfilled 


feature  of  that  mysterious  transaction.  Our 
Irish  readers,  we  have  no  doubt,  will  imme- :  than  ever,  in  consequence  of  the  re-union  of 


diately  anticipate  our  allusion  to  the  suc- 
cession of  Dr.  Grattan  to  the  chair  of  the 


Dr.  Grattan  with  that  honourable  body, 
from  which  a  temporary  paroxysm  of  indig- 


practice  of  medicine  previously  filled  by  Dr.  nant  honesty  had  separated  him,  we  deemiC 


Tuomy.  The  appointment  was  in  every 
respect  worthy  of  the  opening  scene  of  this 


a  duty  to  justify  that  change  of  opinion  to- 
wards this  gentleman,  which  hid  witholding 


drama,  and  leaves  the  lovers  of  marvellous  |  an  explanation  has  necessarily  produced,  by 


plot  nothing  to  deBire  in  its  concoction.  Its 
authors,  indeed,  have  thrown  an  air  of 
learned  ingenuity  over  this  corporate  tra- 
gedy, having  executed  their  design  accord- 
ing to  the  classical  precept  of  the  "  art  of 
poetry:" — 


------  serve tur  ad  imum 

Qualis  ab  incepto  procederit,  et  sibi  constet: 


laying  the  whole  circumstances  of  his  con- 
duct before  the  public.  The  commence* 
ment  of  this  scandalous  transaction  will  be 
best  understood  by  the  perusal  of  the  fol- 
lowing official  document  :— 


"  At  a  meeting  of  the  King  and  Queen's 
College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland,  held  on 
Monday,  3rd  of  May,  1826— Proposed  by 
Dr.  Harty,  seconded  by  Dr.  Litton— 
and  having  secured  attention,  at  the  onset,  ■  Whereas  Dr.  Grattan,  a  Fellow  of  this  Col- 
by a  deed  of  deep  and  painful  interest,  have  I  leSe»  did'  during  their  late  delicate  discussions 

with  Dr.  Leahy,  publicly  canvass  the  subject 


fully  succeeded  in  sustaining  the  harassing 


matter  thereof,  with  sundry  persons  not  Fel- 


impression  to  the  end.   That  Dr.  Tuomy  lows  thereof,  and  did  subsequently,  in  order 

should  have  been  immolated  on  the  altar  of  t0  PreTent  a  vote  °f  «evere  <*nsure  for™* 

I  conduct,  express,  before  the  College,  his  re- 
bigotry,  we  could,  on  consideration  of  the  j  gret  for  having  done  ao,  and  his  determina- 

circumstances,  credit ;  but,  when  we  heard :  tion,  for  the  future,  never  to  disclose  the 

secrets  of  the  College.  And  whereas  Dr. 
Grattan  did,  on  the  8th  ult.,  at  an  extraor- 


of  the  election  of  his  successor,  we  do  con- 
fess our  astonishment  was  an  over-match  for 
our  belief.  Nor  will  our  readers  wonder 
that  our  surprise  should  have  subsided  into 
scepticism,  when  put  in  possession  of  the 
grounds  of  our  doubt.  They  will,  therefore, 
please  to  recollect,  that  this  Dr.  Grattan  is 
the  identical  gentleman  on  whose  defence 
we  entered  with  so  much  warmth,  ao  late 
as  the  summer  of  18*6  :  we  say  warmth, 
because  we  then  supposed  we  were  advo- 
cating an  injured  man  ;  and,  to  be  injured, 
we  need  not  say,  has  ever  been  a  passport 
to  our  moat  zealous  protection.  Besides 
the  support  due  by  us  to  Dr.  Grattan,  on 


dinary  meeting  of  the  College,  not  only 
openly  disclaim  such  determination,  but  did, 
on  the  contrary,  state  bis  intention  to  dis- 
close the  transactions  of  the  College,  whe- 
ther secret  or  otherwise,  to  Htmorary  Fel- 
lows and  Licentiates,  notwithstanding  any 
opinion  expressed  by  the  College,  of  the 
impropriety  of  such  conduct.  And  whereas 
such  conduct  is  subversive  of  all  confidence 
and  freedom  of  discussion,  and  must  tend  to 
degrade  the  College  in  the  estimation  of  the 
profession  and  the  public.  Resolved,  That 
Dr.  Grattan,  having  therein  greatly  misbe- 
haved, and  rendered  it  impossible  for  the 
College  to  consider  him  a  safe  and  sound 
member  of  the  Corporation,  be  accordingly 
removed  from  his  fellowship,  unless,  as  a 
mark  of  lenity  of  the  College,  Ue  accept  of 

a leave  of  absence  tor  tuv  vean  '  / 
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"  To  this  resolution  it  wu  proposed,  as 
an  amendment,  by  Dr.  Lend  rick,  andj  se- 
conded by  Dr.  O'Brien,  That  the  College 
are  of  opinion,  that  there  are  no  legal 
grounds  for  adopting  the  course  recom- 
mended in  the  motion  ;  which,  being  put 
from  the  chair,  passed  in  the  affirmative." 

Supposing  himself  secure  against  the  hos- 
tility of  the  College,  on  the  strength  of  the 
rejection  of  this  resolution,  Dr.  Grattan  in- 
dulged his  irritated  feelings  in  a  circular 
letter,  distributed  among  the  physicians  of 
Dublin,  and  containing  the  following  para- 
graphs against  the  College  of  Physicians  : — 


"  Dr.  Grattan  contends,  that  every  Ho- 
norary Fellow  and  Licentiate  has  a  right  to 
be  informed  of  the  transactions  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  he  has  no  hesitation  in  asserting, 
that  the  plea  of  mystery  and  secrecy,  when 
put  forward,  in  order  to  prevent  discussion, 

is  only  retorted  to  for  improper  purpo$e$,  and  6.v  '  pulsion  to  be  rescinded,  and  he  was  again  re 


the  donation-acknowledging,  the  alms-dis- 
pensing, the  debt- compounding,  the  chari- 
table Dr.  ,  in  whose  peraon,  as  trea- 
surer, a  most  important  bye-law  of  the 
College,  connected  with  the  safety  of  its 
prirate  and  trust  funds,  has  been  for  a  long 
time,  and  is  at  this  time,  violated  !  " 

The  circulation  of  these  charitable  para- 
graphs, secured  for  Dr.  Grattan  the  envi- 
able distinction  of  being  deprived  of  his  fel- 
lowship. Being  asked  whether  he  was  the 
author  of  this  letter,  before  the  College  of 
Physicians,  and  neither  granting  or  denying 
the  authorship,  his  neutral  reply  was  justly 
construed  into  an  admission  of  his  guilt ; 
for  which  he  was  immediately  expelled  the 
College.  A  successful  appeal  to  tL  proper 
authorities  caused  the  resolution  of  his  ex* 


persons  who  are  afraid  or  ashamed  of'  having  their 
conduct  fairly  inquired  into.    *    *    *  * 
The  College  of  Physicians  are-entrusted  by 


stored  by  law  to  his  fellowship.  I  lis  restora- 
tion favoured  the  performance  of  those  duties 
the  legislature  with   the  management  of !  which,  under  any  circumstances,  conscience 


estates,  with  a  power  of  granting  leases, 
and  with  the  receipt  of  large  sums  for  cha- 
ritable purposes.  Let  it  be  supposed  that 
these  suras  are  misapplied — they  fall  into  im- 
proper hands  ;  that  they  are  appropriated  to 
the  private  uses  of  some  of'  the  members  ;  that 
bribes  are  received  when  leases  are  to  be 
made  ;  or  that  any  other  abuse  is  to  be  prac- 
tised ; — is  it  to  be  imagined,  that  an  obliga- 
tion of  unqualified  secrecy,  even  if  such  an 
ebligation  existed,  could  "bind  the  minority, 
and  prevent  them  from  vindicating  their 
own  purity  of  conduct,  and  from  assisting  in 
the  exposure  and  punishment  of  fraud  and 
peculation  ]••*••   '1'ue  insolent 

attempt  of  Dr.  ,  who  was  originally  a 

medical  reformer,  a  self-constituted  leveller 
of  medical  distinctions;  who,  noisy,  igno- 
rant, and  presuming,  opposed  the  College 
of  Physicians  at  the  commencement  of  his 
otherwise  obscure  career,  and  who  conti- 
nued his  insignificant  opposition  for  years, 
on  the  pretended  ground  that  their  regula- 
tions were  narrow  and  illiberal ! — who,  at 
last,  procured  from  that  same  College,  whose 
authority  he  had  so  long  resisted,  his  license 
to  practise  medicine, — on  this  disgraceful 
understanding,  that,  when  examined  as  to 
his  qualifications,  he  should  ouly  be  askt-d  a  ]  appropriated  to  improper  uses.    Lastly,  Dr. 

few  questions,  for  form's  sake  ;  that,  how-  Grattan  contends,  that,  in  a  case  of  this 
ever  defective  might  be  his  answering,  he 

should  nevertheless  not  be  rejected  ! !  •   ♦  kin,1»  an  honest  man  is  bound  to  defend  his 

•    *    •    •   Dr.  Grattan,  in  tUe  genuine  spi-  own  purity,  and  to  endeavour,  by  all  means 

rit  of  charity,  (observe  what  comes  next,)  will       ..  .    ,  .        _         „  „r„.„.u 

*t  •       *  r\  *i  '/    .    in  his  power,  to  bring  the  authors  ot  sucn 

say  nothing  of  Dr.  — — — ,  the  conscienti-  1  ° 

ous,  the  philanthropic,  the  disinterested,  abuses  to  punishment  by  exposure,  He  has 


should  have  exacted  from  an  honest  man. 
In  the  paragraphs  which  we  have  quoted 
from  his  letter,  it  will  be  observed  that  he 
has  preferred  the  heaviest  charges  against 
the  College  of  Physicians.  He  distinctly 
accuses  them  of  having  entered  into  an 
arrangement  with  one  of  their  Licentiates, 
to  give  him  a  license  to  practise  medicine, 
whether  he  acquitted  himself  or  not  in  a 
proper  manner  at  his  examination.  He  in- 
directly charges  them  with  the  reception  of 
bribes,  for  giving  unfair  leases  of  those  lands 
over  which  the  legislature  has  appointed 
them  to  preside  for  charitable  purposes.  He 
states,  without  reservation,  that  the  trea- 
surer was  in  the  habit  of  violating  an  im- 
portant by-law  of  the  College,  with  respect 
to  its  private  and  trust  funds  ;  by  which,  we 
presume,  he  means,  that  the  pnblic  monies 
intrusted  to  the  care  of  the  College,  were 
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thus  clearly  pointed  out  the  improper  con- 
duct of  the  College,  and  defined  his  own 
duty.  It  would  be  nugatory,  not  to  suppose 
that  he  knew  whether  these  charges  were 
true  or  false ;  for  he  had,  in  his  capacity  of 
Fellow  of  the  College,  the  most  ample  op- 
portunities of  becoming  acquainted  with  it* 
proceedings.  Let  us,  therefore,  suppose, 
what  is  most  probable,  that  he  was  con* 
vinced  of  the  troth  of  his  own  assertions — 
what  should  have  been  his  conduct?  Pos- 
sessed of  these  awful  secrets,  would  an  ho- 
nest man  have  remained  the  passive  asso- 
ciate of  a  body  of  men  to  whom  this  damn* 
ing  knowledge  related,  without  making  the 
slightest  effort  to  expose  those  abuses  of 
which  he  knew  them  to  hare  been  guilty, 
until  roused  into  revenge  by  a  personal  in- 
sult? Dr.  Grattan  himself  gives  us  to  un- 
derstand this  conduct  would  be  incompati- 
ble with  rectitude ;  for,  in  his  letter,  he 
tells  us  plainly,  that  the  solemn  obligation 
of  even  an  oath  of  secrecy,  should  not  pre- 
vent him  from  vindicating  his  own  purity, 
and  bringing  the  culprit  to  justice.  Of  no 
attempt  to  expose  these  abuses,  by  Dr. 
Grattan,  have  we  as  yet  heard;  and  we 
only  fear  that  the  time  has  gone  by,  when  he 
could  consistently  comply  with  his  own  code 
of  morality.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  knew 
that  these  accusations  were  false— that  they  | 
were  mere  splenetic  effusions,  invented  to 
injure  the  fair  fame  of  his  College  —  iu 
what  other  light  will  his  character  be  laced 
by  this  hypothesis?  He  must,  theiefore, 
either  proceed  to  do  a  tardy  act  of  justice  to 
the  public  and  his  own  reputation,  by  prov- 
ing the  truth  of  his  assertions,  or,  by  ad- 
mitting them  to  be  erroneous,  exonerate  the 
College  from  the  charges  preferred  against 
it.  We  do  not  see  in  what  other  manner  he 
can  extricate  himself  from  this  dilemma. 
Yet  this  is  the  individual  who  has  accepted 
a  professorship  from  the  hands  of  that  body 
which  he  has  accused  of  the  grossest  mis- 
conduct, and  this  is  the  body  which  has 
elected  an  individual  who  has  inflicted  30 


deep  a  wound  on  its  fame.   By  what  specu- 
lations on  the  motives  of  human  conduct,— 
by  what  calculation  of  probabilities, — aie  we 
to  arrive  at  a  solution  of  this  enigma  ?  Has 
the  election  of  Dr.  Grattan  been  intended  as 
a  reparation  for  the  injury  done  his  fame  by 
the  College  of  Physicians  ?— or  accepted  by 
him,  as  a  bribe  for  his  future  silence  on 
their  deeds  of  darkness  ?   Answer,  ye  ca- 
suists in  corporate  intrigue,  for  we  confess 
the  mystery  to  be  far  beyond  our  compre- 
hension.  Talk  to  us,  indeed,  of  our  severity 
on  public  bodies,  composed  of  individuals 
who  compound  with  their  conscience  for 
the  commission  of  crime  as  it  suits  their 
convenience ;  who  betray  their  companions 
in  guilt  one  day,  that  they  may  barter  for 
place  with  more  advantage  the  next ;  who 
are,  in  short,  vicious,  or  virtuous,  just  as  it 
suits  their  present  purposes ;  and  are  con- 
trolled by  no  principle  of  action  but  their 
selfish  iuterests  !  But  we,  who  may  well  ex- 
claim with  Junius,  "  What  villain  have  I 
spared  ? "  will  proceed,  unawed  by  legal 
threats,  and  unaffected  by  the  whine  of 
complaint,  to  let  Justice  have  its  victims. 


Watson,  the  secretary  to  the  Old  Hags 
of  Rhubarb  Hall,  has  published  the  follow- 
letter,  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the 
Company's  exactions,  inserted  at  page  111 
of  our  la^t  Number.  This  letter  is,  in  fact, 
a  reptiition,  but  certainly  no  explanation. 
The  truth  is,  that  these  fellows  are  as  igno- 
rant as  their  own  porters,  and  are  only  cal- 
culated to  wield  the  pestles  in  the  shop 
which  they  have  opened  in  Bridge  Street. 
A  contemptible  gang  of  Retail  Drug- 
gists to  legislate  for  the  members  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  and  for  medical  stu- 
dents! This  is  the  "  march  of  intellect," 
indeed. 

We  intended  to  have  proved  here,  that  the 
powers  now  claimed  by  the  Apothecaries' 
Company,  under  the  Act  of  1815,  are  clearly 
the  results  of  usurpation,  and,  consequently, 
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that  their  proceedings,  at  least  the  greater 
part  of  them,  are  illegal.  Before  we  do 
this,  however,  it  may  be  well  to  show  the 
medical  students  of  the  present  day,  and  the 
new  members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
how  agreeably  their  interests  have  been 
promoted  by  the  despicable  Act  of  1815; 
with  tins  view,  we  shall,  after  recording  the 
explanation  of  the  Old  Hags,  insert  notices 
of  two  trials  already  printed  in  this  Journal, 
and  some  of  the  remarks  which  we  consider* 
ed  it  our  duty  to  offer  on  that  of  Steed  v.  Henley. 

watson's  letter. 

All  medical  students  who  commenced 
their  attendance  on  lectures  prior  to  the 
1st  of  February,  1828,  will  be  admitted  to 
be  examined  agreeably  to  the  re  gulations  of 
1826 — viz.  after  an  attendance  on  one  course 
of  lectures  on  chemistry  ;  one  course  of 
lectures  on  materia  medica ;  two  courses  of 
lectures  on  anatomy  and  physiology  ;  two 
courses  of  lectures  on  the  theory  and  prac-  • 
tice  of  medicine;  and  six  mouths'  practice 
at  a  hospital,  or  nine  months  at  a  dis-  j 
pensary. 

Those  who  began  to  attend  lectures  subse- ': 
queutly  to  the  1st  of  February,  11128,  and 
previously  to  the  present  mouth,  will  be  ex-  j 
pected  to  comply  with  the  regulations  of 
18'27,  and  will  only  be  admitted  to  be 
examined  alfter  the  following  course  of 
study  :  viz.  an  attendance  on  one  course  of 
lectures  on  chemistry  ;  one  course  of  lec- 
tures on  materia  medica  and  medical  botany  ; 
two  courses  of  lectures  on  anatomy  and 
physiology;  two  courses  of  lectures  on  the 
theory  and  practice  of  medicine  ; — these  last 
to  be  attended  subsequently  to  the  lectures 
on  chemistry  and  materia  medica,  and  to 
one  course,  at  least,  of  anatomy — and  six 
months',  at  least,  physician's  practice  at  a 
hospital,  or  nine  months  at  a  dispensary: 
sucli  attendance  to  commence  subsequently 
to  the  termination  of  the  first  course  of  lec- 
tures on  the  principles  and  practice  of 
medicine. 

Those  students  whose  attendnnce  on  lec- 
tures commenced  in  the  present  month,  will 
be  required  to  observe  the  regulations  of 
18<8 — viz.  to  attend  two  courses  of  lectures 
on  chemistry  ;  two  courses  of  lectures  on 
materia  medica  and  botany  ;  two  courses  of 
lectures  on  anatomy  and  physiology  ;  two 
courses  of  anatomical  demonstrations  ;  two 
courses  of  lectures  on  the  theory  and  prac- 
tice of  medicine  ;  -  these  last  to  be  attended 
subsequently  to  one  course  of  lectures  on 
chemistry,  materia  medica,  and  anatomy ; 
ix  months',  at  least,  physician's  prac- 


tice at  a  hospital,  or  nine  months  at  a  dis- 
pensary :  such  attendance  to  commence 
subsequently  to  the  termination  of  the  first 
course  of  lectures  on  the  principles  and 
practice  of  medicine. 

But  all  students  who  shall  commence  their 
attendance  on  lectures  at  the  second  course 
of  the  present  winter  session,  (namely,  in 
January,  1829,)  will  be  required  to  attend 
the  physician 'a  practice  at  a  hospital  for 
nine  months,  or  at  a  dispensary  for  twelve 
months. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
John  Watson, 
Secretary  to  the  C  ourt  of  Examiners. 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  Oct.  16, 1828. 


BENEFITS  ARISING  FROM  THE  APOTHECARIES 
A  CT  * 

"  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Wednesday,  May  17. 
[Sittings  in  Banco.] 

Allison  v.  Haydon. — This  was  an  ac- 
tion brought  by  the  plaintiff,  who  is  an  apo- 
thecary, to  recover  the  amount  of  his  bill 
from  the  defendant,  lor  certain  attendance 
as  an  apothecary. 

The  cause  was  tried  at  Westminster,  be- 
fore Air.  Justice  Burrough.  It  was  then  ob- 
jected, that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover, 
consistently  with  the  provisions  of  the  56  th 
Geo.  III.,  which  were,  "  that  no  apothe- 
cary should  be  allowed  to  recover  any 
cu;.rges  claimed  by  him  in  a  court  of  law, 
unless  such  apothecary  should  prove  at 
the  trial  that  he  was  in  practice  as  an 
apothecary  prior  to  the  5th  of  August,  1816, 
or  that  he  hod  obtained  a  certificate  to  prac- 
tise as  an  apcthecary  from  the  Master  or 
warden  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries." 
It  appeared,  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  prac- 
tised us  an  apothecary  prior  to  August, 
1815,  nor  obtained  a  certificate  from  tho 
Apothecaries'  Company.  Tho  learned 
Judge  was  of  opinion,  that  the  words  of 
the  statute  were  imperative,  and  therefore 
nonsuited  the  plaintiff. 

Mr.  Serjeant  T add y,  in  the  next  Term, 
obtained  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  a  new 
trial  should  not  be  had.  on  the  29th  section 
of  the  above  statute,  which  made  an  excep- 
tion in  favour  of  members  of  the  Uoyal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons.  Cause  having  been  shown, 

The  Chief  Jcsuce  now  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  the  learned  Judge  who  tried 
the  cause,  had  acted  properly.  The  defend- 
ant's illness  in  this  case  was  such  as  would 
not  require  the  attendance  of  a  surgeon,  as 
it  wb3  a  typhus  fever.  It  was  eiclmively 
in  the  ^practice  of  an  apothecary.  The  ru!e 
f  >r  setting  aside  the  r.oiis;:it  must,  there- 
fore, be  discharged.  Could  it  have  been 
proved  that  the  medicines  had  been  admi- 
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metered  to  accelerate  some  surgical  case,  be 

might  have  entertained  a  different  opinion. 

The  other  Judges  concurred  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Chief  Justice.— Rule  dis- 
charged ! ! 


COURT  Of  COMMON  PLEAS, 

Thursday,  Dec.  2,  1824. 

(Before  Lord  Chief  Juttice  Bsst,  and  a 

Common  Jury.) 

Steed  v. Henley. — Mr.  Adolphus,  jun. 
opened  the  pleadings. 


This  was  an  ac- 
tion brought  by  the  plaintiff  to  recover 
11/.  tOi.  6d.  from  the  defendant,  for  work 
and  labour  done, 
the  general  i 


tised  as  such  previous  to  the  5th  of  Am- 
gust,  1815. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Pell  said,  that  he  was  pre- 
pared with  such  proof. 

A  Mr.  Goold  was  then  placed  in  the  box, 
but  he  merely  proved  that  the  plaintiff, 
in  the  year  1814,  had  prescribed  once  or 
twioe  for  him  and  his  family  ;  but  he  took 
no  fee  for  bis  prescription,  and  at  that  time 
did  not  keep  any  shop. 

A  diploma  from  the  Surgeons'  Company, 
authorizing  the  plaintiff  to  act  as  surgeon, 
was  then  put  in.  It  was  dated  August  o',  1813. 

A  Mr.  Cummins  was  then  called  on  his 
subpoena,  but  did  not  appear. 

This  being  the  case  for  the  plaintiff,  Mr. 

that  the  plaintiff 


Sergeant  Wilde  submit t 
The  defendant  pleaded  |  must  be  nonsuited.    It  was  true  that  the 

plaintiff  was  a  regularly-admitted  surgeon  : 


Mr.  Sergeant  Fell  stated  the  case  to  the  ;  but  this  action  was  brought  by  him  to  re 
jury.  From  his  statement  it  appeared,  that  cover  medicines  furnished  to  the  defendant 
the  plaintiff  is  a  surgeon,  residing  in  Caro-  as  an  apothecary,  and  not  for  any  thing  done 


line  Street,  Bedford  Square,  and  that  the 
defendant  is  a  lady  of  a  certain  age,  living 
with  her  mother  in  Chalton  Street,  Some rs- 
town.  Between  the  months  of  November, 
18?.?,  and  June,  1824,  the  defendant  was  in 
ill  health,  and  applied  to  the  plaintiff  for 
his  medical  assistance.  In  consequence, 
he  furnished  her  with  sundry  draughts  and 
medicines,  for  which  he  was  entitled,  ac- 
cording to  the  usual  charges  of  his  profes- 
sion, to  demand  11/.  10*.  6d.  of  the  defend- 
ant. Why  she  resisted  this  demand  he 
could  not  tell. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice. — Perhaps  she 
has  not  recovered,  and  therefore  she  thinks 
the  Plaintiff  ought  not  to  recover.— (A 
laugh.) 

Mr.  Sergeant  Pell  replied,  that  she  had 
recovered,  and,  therefore,  that  his  client 
was  entitled  to  recover  also.  He  could  not 
be  expected  to  prove  the  delivery  of  every 
precise  draught  and  pill-box ;  but  he  would 
prove  that  physic  had  been  furnished  to  her 
in  large  quantities ;  that  ahe  had  admitted 
the  delivery  of  it,  when  a  bill  of  it  was  pre- 
sented to  her  ;  that  she  had  acknowledged 
herself  to  be  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  in  the 
amount  of  that  bill,  and  that  on  various  oc- 
casions she  had  promised  to  pay  it.  It  was 
in  consequence  of  her  refusal  to  perform 
these  promises,  that  the  present  action  was 
brought  to  enforce  it. 

The  delivery  of  the  various  medicines 
was  proved  by  the  plaintiff's  servant-boy, 
as  was}  also  a  promise  by  the  defendant  to 
pay  the  amount  claimed  for  them. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Pell  said  this  was  his  case. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Wilde  reminded  his  learn- 
ed friend,  that  the  plaintiff's  demand  was  for 
medicines  furnished:  he  must,  therefore, 
either  prove  that  the  plaintiff  was  licensed 
to  practise  as  an  apothecary  by  the  Apothe- 
caries' Company,  or  else  that  he  had  prac- 


by  him  as  a  surgeon.  Now  the  statute 
55  Geo.  III.,  cap.  194,  section  21.  enacted, 
that  no  person  should  recover  for  any  medi- 
cines furnished  by  him,  unless  he  proved  that 
he  was  practising  as  an  apothecary  on  or 
before  the  5th  of  August,  1815,  or  produced 
a  certificate  of  his  admission  into  their  body 
from  the  Master  and  Warden  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Company.  Now,  there  was  no  evi- 
dence to  show  that  the  plaintiff  had  prac- 
tised as  an  apothecary  previously  to  the 
day  stated  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  and  a 
surgeon's  diploma  could  not,  and  did  not, 
authorize  him  to  act  as  an  apothecary. 

Mr.  SergeanvPxLL  submitted,  that  there 
was  evidence  to  go  to  the  Jury,  that  the 
plaintiff  had  practised  as  an  apothecary  on 
or  before  the  day  mentioned  in  the  Act  of 
Parliament. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  Best  was  of 
opinion,  that  there  waa  no  evidence  as  to 
the  plaintiff's  practice  as  an  apothecary  ber 
fore  1815.  The  Act  of  Parliament  to  which 
reference  had  been  made  waa  a  most  excel- 
lent one,  and  was  the  best  security  that  the 
public  had  against  ignorant  persons  acting 
09  apothecaries,  without  being  duly  quab> 
fied.  A  person  in  passing  through  life  could 
not  fail  to  know  that  surgeons  did  practise 
as  apothecaries  ;  but  after  that  Act,  they 
had  no  authority  to  do  so.  To  practise  as 
apothecaries  they  must  be  examined  by  five 
persons,  named  in  the  Act,  and  must  obtain 
a  certificate  from  them  stating  their  approval. 
Now,  the  plaintiff  had  not  undergone  thia 
examination;  he,  therefore,  could  not  pro- 
duce the  certificate  required ;  and  aa  he 
had,  in  hia  opinion,  proved  bis  practice  as 
an  apothecary  before  1815,  it  appeared  to 
his  Lordship  that  he  must  be  called. 

Mr.  Sergeant  Pell  submitted  that  boa 
client,  though  he  could  not  recover  for  the 
physic  in  thia  action,  could  recover  for  the 
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phials  containing  it,  which  had  been  sent  to 

the  defendant. 

The  Lord  Cms?  Jcsricn  thought  that 
he  could  not.  If  a  party  chose  to  act  as  an 
apothecary,  contrary  to  law,  and  to  deliver 
phials  in  consequence  of  such  choice,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  he  eould  not  recover  for 
them.  If  the  law  directed  that  a  person 
should  not  do  a  certain  thing,  it  would  not 
allow  him  to  recover  for  any  thing  which  he 
might  have  done  in  bis  endeavours  to  per- 
form that  which  the  law  prohibited.  The 
plaintiff  was  acting  in  defiance  of  the  law  in 
practising  as  an  apothecary  without  a  certi- 
licate  ;  he  could  not,  therefore,  have  the 
melancholy  satisfaction  of  even  recovering  for 
the  bottles  which  he  had  furnished  to  the 
defendant. 

The  plaintiff  was  non-suited.  In  ordering 
him  to  be  called,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
observed,  that  he  onght  to  say  that  the  pre- 
sent was  a  hard  case,  as  the  plaintiff  ap- 
peared to  be  a  person  of  skill,  having  been 
regularly  admitted  to  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeona ! ! ! 


Whether  we  look  in  the  above  report  at 
the  obliquity  of  the  Judge,  appointed  by  his 
King  to  dispense  justice  ;  at  the  quibbling 
of  the  counsel  while  under  the  influence  of 
the  fee  j  at  the  execrable  effects  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Act,  or  at  the  conduct  of  the 
Legislature  in  passing  that  Act,  we  feel 
ourselves  overwhe 
dignation.    That  the 
the  Act  ie  not  surprising,  when  in  all  pro 
bability  he  was  a  member  of  the  House  at 
the  time  it  passed  ;  but  we  crave  his  Lord- 
ship's attention  one  moment,  and  asl 


pensed  the  prescriptions  of  any  physician, 
authorised  or  unauthorised,  but  merely  for- 
warded to  his  patient  medicines  that  he  had 


himself  prescribed,  and,  at  the  same  time,  at- 
tended the  patient  as  a  Member  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons  ;  and  we  beg  his  Lord- 
ship to  recollect,  that  Mr.  Stird  obtained 
bis  diploma  from  the  College  on  the  6th  of 
August,  1813,  whereas  the  Apothecaries' 
Act  did  not  pass  the  Legislature  until  two 
years  subsequently. 

Now  we  defy  his  Lordship,  or  any  other 
person,  to  point  out  a  single  sentence  in  the 
Apothecaries'  Act  which  tends  to  prove 
that  visiting  a  patient  is  acting  as  an  apo- 
thecary ;   that  prescribing  for  a  patient  is 
acting  as  an  apothecary  ;  or  that  dispensing 
a  prescription  even,  is  acting  as  an  apothe- 
cary, unless  that  prescription  bear  the  initials 
of  a  legally  qualified  physician.  The  Apo- 
thecaries' Act  contains  no  such  clause ;  and 
every  conviction,  without  exception,  that  has 
occurred  under  the  operation  of  that  Act, 
has  been  illegal.    How  then  could  his  Lord- 
ship, consistently  with  his  duty,  nonsuit 
this  plaintiff]   To  visit  and  prescribe  for 
pstients  is,  indeed,  an  offence  under  the 
Charter  of  the  College  of  Physicians  ;  but 
the  decision  of  the  HouBe  of  Lords,  in  the 
case  of  Hose  v.  Searle  in  1691,  has  rendered 
it  a  nominal  offence  only,  as  the  College  haa 
no  longer  the  power  to  inflict  the  penalties. 
As  a  member  of  the  College,  Mr.  Stkpd  was 
med  with  shame  and  in-  justified  in  visiting  and  prescribing  for  his 
he  Chief  Justice  praised  patient,  surely  without  being  in  any  appre- 
hension of  the  legal  weapons  of  the  Old 
Hags  of  Khubarb  Hall.   The  chemist  and 
druggist,  with  equal  security,  can  prepare 
medicines  prescribed  by  himself;  where- 
fore, if  the  law  of  the  learned  Judge  be 
correct,  it  follows  that  a  member  of  the 
College  may  possess  wit  enough  to  prescribe* 
but  that  he  has  not  wit  enough  to  dispense 
his  oven  prescriptions  ;   that  although  some 
judgment  may  be  requisite  to  determine 
whether  one  grain  or  one  ounce  of  arsenic 
should  be  administered,  yet  that  he  who 
could  thus  decide  would  not  be  competent 
to  hold  the  balance  and  adjust  the  weight, 
and  that  this  great  intellectual  (not  manual) 
achievement  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
chemists  and  druggiM,  whose  great  talents 
secure  them  harmless  from  the  penalties  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Act,  while  members  of 
the  College  of  Surgeons,  who  have  wit 
enough  to  prescribe,  but  not  to  weigh,  are  the 
only  victims  of  its  .monstrous  policy  and 
oppressive  degradation.  His  Lordship  stated, 
at  one  part  of  the  trial,  that  the  Act  "  was 
the  best  security  the  public  had  against 
ignorant  persons  practising  as  apothecaries." 
This,  probably,  is  his  Lordship's  opinion, 
but  it  certainly  is  not  ours;  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Legislature  to  render  it  a 
protection,  we  would  fain  believe,  although 


whe- 
ther he  considers  it  possible  that  the  House 
of  Commons  could  have  contemplated  dis- 
possessing the  Members  of  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons of  their  right  to  recover  for  medi- 
cines, when  that  light  was  conceded  to  the 
ignorant  chemist  and  druggist — impossible  ! 
and  we  contend,  fearlessly  contend,  that  the 
plaintiff  in  this  action  was  illegally  nonsuited. 
He  lost  his  cause  it  seems  (to  quote  the 
words  of  the  Chief  Justice,)  from  there 
being  "  no  evidence  to  prove  that  he  was  in 
practice  as  an  apothecary  before  the  1st  of 
August,  1816." 

Now  to  recover  this  debt  it  was  not  ne- 
cessary that  such  evidence  should  be  ad- 
duced, inasmuch  as  the  plaintiff  did  not  sue 
the  defendant  in  the  character  qf  an  apo- 
thecary, nor  was  the  debt  incurred  from  any 
thing  that  he  had  done  as  an  apothecary .  If 
his  Lordship  will  turn  to  the  Act  in  ques- 
tion, he  will  discover  that  the  practice  of  au 
apothecary  consists  in  compounding  and 
preparing  medicines  prescribed  by  a  physi- 
cian legally  authorised  to  practise  physic, 
the  prescriptions  bearing  the  initials  of  such 
physician  -t  now  the  plaintiff  had  not  dis- 
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this  acknowledgment  of  their  rectitude 
amount*  to  a  denial  of  their  judgment.  And 
are  the  members  of  the  College  come  to 
this!  The  .Act  was  intended  to  guard  the 
public  against  ignorant  apothecaries.  Mr. 
Steed  is  a  member  of  the  Colleg*  °f  $ur' 
geons,  and,  iherefore,  he  is  too  ignorant  to 
practise  as  an  apothecary,  and  the  law  will 
not  allow  such  a  man  to  recover !  Most  wor- 
thy and  irresponsible  Council  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  do  you  not  experience  some  compunc- 
tuous  visitings  in  your  chartered  consciences  1 
Do  you  not  feel  some  shame,  some  pity,  for 
the  fallen  condition  of  your  members  ?  On 
this  occasion,  however,  we  will  supply  an 
antidote  to  your  grief  in  a  contradiction  of 
the  learned  Judge,  who  remarked,  at  the 
termination  of  the  trial,  "  that  the  plaintiff's 
was  a  hard  case,  as  he  appeared  to  be  a  per- 
son of  skill,  having  been  regularly  admitted 
to  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons."  If  the 
plaintiff  were  a  person  of  skill,  how  then 
could  the  Act  apply  to  him,  as  his  Lordship 
before  told  us  that  it  was  to  protect  the 
public  against  ignorant  persons  ;  moreover, 
the  plaintiff,  having  become  a  Jmember  of 
the  College  in  August,  1815,  according  to 
the  Chief  Justice  he  was  a  man  of  skill 
two  years  before  the  Apothecaries'  Act  was 
in  existence,  yet  that  Act,  passed  in  1815 
to  protect  the  public  from  ignorant  per- 
Rons,  is  the  means  of  nonsuiting  a  plain- 
tiff, who  had  been,  during  two  years,  a  per- 
son of  skill.  This  is  legislating  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  with  a  vengeance,  and 
the  members  of  the  College  of  Surgeons' 
may  congratulate  themselves  that  the  Act 
of  1815  was  not  an  instrument  to  "  trans- 
port them  beyond  the  seas  for  the  term  of 
their  natural  lives."  Had  it  been  such,  we 
dare  swear  it  would  have  experienced  no 
opposition  from  the  College  in  Lincoln's 
Inn  Fields."— {Lancet,  18s>6-7,  p.  516.) 

The  student,  after  he  has  carefully  read 

the  foregoing  notices  and  comments,  will 

be  fully  prepared  for  the  observations  which 

we  shall  offer  in  our  next  Number,  on  the 

Usurpation  and  the  illegal  exactions  of 

the  Old  Hags. 

The  unfortunate  pupil,  at  the  present 
period,  from  the  tortures  inflicted  upon  him 
by  the  Company  of  Apothecaries  and  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  may  be  compared  to 
the  lamb  between  two  hungry  wolves  ;  but, 
if  he  will  assist  us,  we  will  deliver  him  from 
the  jaws  of  both. 


COURT  OF  KING'S  BENCH, 
Westminster,  Wednesday  Oct.  29th. 

Cooper  a.  Waxley. 

Mr.  Brgvguam  moved,  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant,  that  this  cause,  which  stood 
appointed  for  Monday  next,  should  be  post- 
poned until  the  sittings  after  Michaelmas 
term,  on  ac-count  of  the  absence  of  im- 
portant witnesses 

Sir  James  Scarlett  opposed  the  post- 
ponement, and  said,  that  "  the  defendant 
ought  to  have  been  prepared  before  he  had 
written  such  a  libel,  which  charged  the 
plaintiff  with  having  killed  a  man  in  Guy's 
Hospital,  and  that  he  has  ji'stifieo." 

Mr*  Brougham  having  been  heard  in 
reply,  Lord  Tekterdex  smilingly  ob- 
served, that  it  would  be  to  the  plaintiffs 
fionour  to  allow  the  absent  witnesses  to  be 
brought  forward ;  and,  accordingly,  that  the 
cause  must  stand  over  until  the  sittings 
after  term. 


Observations  on  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of 
Cholera,  and  on  the  Pathology  of  Mucous 
Membranes.  By  Alexander  Turnbull 
Christie,  M.  I).,  Madras  Medical  Estab- 
lishment, and  lately  in  Medical  Charge  of 
the  Civil  Department  in  the  Southern 
Mahratta  Country.  Edinburgh,  Maclach- 
lan  and  Co. ;  and  Simpkin  and  Co.,  Lon- 
don. 1828.  pp.  1S7. 

The  cholera  of  the  East.— What  a  frightful 
import  do  these  words  bear  !  Of  the  gene- 
ral nature  of  this  momentous  disease,  we 
possess  abundauce  of  information;  we 
have,  indeed,  an  accumulated  mass  of  re- 
cords—bills  of  mortality  we  might  designate 
them,  with  few  exceptions,  as  they  contain 
but  little  satisfactory  information  on  the  most 
essential  point,  namely,  the  pathology  of 
the  disease.  From  a  conviction  that  the  pa- 
thology of  cholera  was  far  from  being  cor- 
rectly understood,  and  from  observing  that, 
in  every  case,  the  mucous  system,  from 
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the  very  onset  of  the  complaint,  was  the 
part  principally  affected,  Dr.  Christie's  at- 
tention was  directed  to  the  investigation  of 
this  important  question, — what  share  the 
diseased  conditions  of  the  mucous  mem- 
branes have  in  the  production  of  cholera? 
His  observations,  he  tells  us  in  the  very 
commencement  of  his  preface,  are  the  re- 
sult of  considerable  experience*  This  is  a 
powerful  claim  on  our  attention  ;  and  as  the 
author  has  not  produced  a  large  volume,  we 
shall,  in  the  analysis,  principally  confine 
ourselves  to  a  statement  of  his  practical 
remarks  on  the  treatment  and  autopsy  of 
the  disease. 

There  is  an  observation  in  the  preface,  as 
connected  with  the  history  of  cholera,  which 
we  deem  worthy  of  notice  ;  it  is  as  follows  : 

"  For  the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  it  has 
made  its  appearance  regularly  every  year, 
in  the  Southern  Mahratta  country,  in  the 
month  of  March  or  April,  generally  com- 
mencing in  the  southern  parts,  leaving  one 


"5.  There  is  no  direct  sympathy  between 
the  skin  and  liver ;  and  the  action  of  the 
liver,  and  many  other  glands,  is  much  in- 
fluenced by  the  condition  of  the  mucous 
membrane  upon  which  their  excretory  duels 
open." 

We  may  remark,  that  the  author  is  fully 
justified,  by  various  precedents,  in  extend- 
ing the  application  of  the  term  catarrh  to  af- 
fections of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bow- 
els. Schneider,  Boerhaave, and  Hoffman,  are 
authorities  on  this  point.  The  fourth  pro- 
position, it  is  important  to  state,  was  arrived 
at  by  a  series  of  experiments  on  animals,  to 
which,  tartar  emetic,  calomel,  opium,  and 
muriate  of  me rcury,  were  separately  exhibit- 
ed. From  three  experiments,  it  was  found 
that  a  scruple  of  tartrate  of  antimony  pow- 
erfully increased  the  secretion  of  the  gastro- 
enteric mucous  membrane,  without  inducing 
inflammatory  action  ;  but  Dr.  Christie  ex- 
presses his  belief  thut,  if  the  medicine  did 
not  quickly  pass  through  the  alimentary 


village  to  attack  another;  thus  gradually  canal,  hut  were  to  lodije  in  any  part,  it 
proceeding  northward,  and  disappearing  in 
June  or  July,  after  the  commencement  of 
the  heavy  rains." 


•  Previously  to  treating  of  the  more  im- 
mediate object  of  his  essay,  the  author  has 
made  a  few  general  remarks  on  the  patho- 
logy of  mucous  membranes  ;  and,  from  va- 
rious facts  and  reasonings,  he  is  led  to  these 
conclusions : — 

"1.  Mucous  membranes  are  liable  to  two 
distinct  simple  morbid  affections,  viz.  in- 
flammation and  catarrh. 

"  2.  Catarrh  consists  of  a  diseased  action 
of  the  secretory  apparatus  of  a  mucous 

membrane,  which  produces  an  increased  I  rous  fluid  ;  and,  frequently,  the  viscid  mat 
and  vitiated  secretion  ;  and  is  characterised  ter  mentioned  above,  was  fouud  intimately 
by  the  membrane  in  which  it  occurs  being  mixed  with  the  serous  fluid,  or  floating  in  it 


would,  by  its  continued  action,  produce 
inflammation.  Such  also  are  the  effects  of 
calomel. 

Autopsy  of  Cholera. — In  all  the  dissections 
made  by  Dr.  Christie,  the  following  ap- 
pearances were  invariably  met  with  : — 

4 

"  A  whitish,  opaque,  viscid  substance, 
was  found  adhering  to  the  surface  of  some 
portions  of  the  mucous  membranes ;  and, 
in  many  cases,  it  was  so  abundant  in  the 
intestines,  as  completely  to  fill  parts  of 
them  of  a  greater  or  smaller  extent.  The 
stomach,  and  portions  of  the  intestines, 
were  rilled  with  a  transparent  or  turbid  se- 


generally  whiter  than  natural,  and  by  the 
quantity  of  the  blood  towards  the  surface  of 
the  body  being  diminished. 

"  3.  Either  of  these  morbid  affections  may 
occur  alone  in  a  mucous  membrane,  or  con- 
joined with  the  other. 

"  4.  Some  medicines  produce  an  inflam- 
matory, others  a  catarrhal  action,  in  mu- 
cous membranes;  uud  a  long- continued 


in  the  form  of  flakes.  The  mucous  mem- 
branes, except  when  inflamed,  had  an  un- 
natural whiteness  ;  were  frequently  soft  and 
pulpy  ;  and,  in  general,  (especially  in  the 
stomach  and  small  intestines,)  could  be 
easily  detached  by  scraping,  in  the  form  of 
a  thick  pulp,  from  the  subjacent  coat. 
These  appeuiances  were  sometimes  more  or 
less  partial ;  but  some  of  them  were  gene- 


action  of  certain  medicines  produces  the  rally  found  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 


former,  while  a  short-continued  action  of 
the  same  medicines  produces  the  latter 
effect. 


the  alimentary  canal.  They  extended,  in 
some  cases,  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
bladder  aud  ureters,  and  were  found,  in 
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two  or  three  instances,  in  the  pulmonary 

macous  membrane." 

The  author  has  seen  two  or  three  cases 
in  which  the  secretion  of  the  macous  mem* 
brane  was  of  the  colour  and  consistence  of 
cream,  having  much  the  appearance  of  pus. 
The  bloody  variety  he  has  never  witnessed. 
He  goes  on  to  observe  :— 

"  The  morbid  sppearances  that  have  been 
found  next  in  frequency  to  those  already 
mentioned,  are  venous  congestion  in  the 
viscera,  particularly  iu  those  of  the  abdo- 
men ;  dirk-coloured  blood  in  the  veins, 
and  sometimes  in  the  left  side  of  the  heart ; 
and  inflammation  in  some  part  of  the  ma- 
cous membranes.  I  have  generally  found 
inflammation  (when  present  at  all)  con- 
fined to  the  pyloric  extremity  of  the  stomach 
and  small  intestines.  I  hsve  also  met  with 
many  cases  in  which  no  inflammation  could 
be  detected. 

"  The  red  colours  which  are  frequently 
met  with  in  different  parts  of  the  mucous 
membranes,  in  cholera,  are  not  always  to  be 
attributed  to  inflammation.  They  are  ge- 
nerally owing  to  congestion  ;  which  may  be 
ascertained  by  strictly  observing  the  other 
appearances  which  accompany  them." 

The  blood  drawn  by  venesection  or  leeches, 
in  cases  of  cholera,  differs  in  appearance, 
sometimes  being  perfectly  black,  and  of 
the  consistence  of  liquid  honey,  and  at  other 
times  forming  an  uniform  coagulum  a  few 
minutes  after  exposure  to  the  air,  and  retain- 
ing thia  state  without  separating  into  serum 

From  a  careful  examination  of  the  cholera 
secretion,  procured  from  the  stomach  and 
intestines  of  several  fatal  cases,  Dr.  Christie 
found  that  it  had  the  following  chemical 
characters  and  composition  : — 

"  It  does  not  affect  litmus  or  turmeric 
papers.  It  becomes  of  a  dark-grey  colour 
when  mixed  with  calomel.  It  consists  of  two 
substances :  the  one  a  transparent  serous 
fluid,  the  other  an  opaque  white  coagulum. 
The  former  is  perfectly  soluble  in  cold 
water,  which  enables  us  easily  to  separate 
it  from  the  latter,  which  is  quite  insoluble. 
This  separation  (which  indeed  often  takes 
place  spontaneously,  the  coagulum  being 
often  found  diffused  in  the  form  of  flakes  in 
the  serous  fluid,)  may  be  considered  the 
first  step  towards  the  analysis  of  the  secre- 
tion j  in  the  same  way  that  the  coagulation 
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and  separation  of  the  erassaraentnm  form 

the  first  step  towards  ascertaining  the  na- 
ture of  blood. 

The  following  experiments  were  made  on 
the  two  substances  taken  separately. 

1.  Serous  Fluid. 

0.  Tincture  of  galls  produced  a  precipi- 
tate, when  added  to  a  mixture  of  the 
serous  fluid  with  cold  water. 

b.  Alcohol  produced  a  precipitate  when 

added  to  the  same  mixture. 

c.  Muriate  of  mercury  produced  a  whito 

precipitate. 

d.  Sulphuric  acid  produced  a  white  pre- 

cipitate. 

e.  It  was  coagulated  by  heat. 

/.  It  did  not  affect  litmus  paper. 

2.    Coagulated  Matter, 

a.  Insoluble  in  cold  water. 

b.  Slightly  soluble  in  boiling  water. 

c.  Dissolved  when  boiled  in  acetic  acid. 

d.  Dissolved  by  pure  aqua  ammonite. 

e.  Not  changed  when  triturated  with  ca- 

lomel. 

/.  Prusgiate  of  potassa,  when  added  to 
the  solution  c,  produced  a  copious 
yellow  precipitate. 

The  first  set  of  these  experiments  proves 
that  the  fluid  part  of  the  secretion  is  nuro 
serum,  which  is  particulary  confirmed  by 
d  and  e.  The  second  set  proves,  that  tbo 
coagulated  part  of  the  secretion  is  fibrin ; 
test  /being  that  which,  according  to  Berze- 
lius,  particularly  distinguishes  that  sub- 
stance. The  secretion,  therefore,  has  ^ 
composition  similar  to  that  of  blood,  de- 
prived of  its  colouring  matter ;  but  the  pro- 
portions of  the  serum  aud  fibrin  in  the 
secretion  are,  I  imagine,  seldom  the  same  as 
those  we  find  in  blood ;  for,  in  roost  cases  ot 
cholera,  there  is  an  enormous  quautity  of 
the  serum  thrown  out  by  the  stomach  and 
intestines,  with  only  a  smull  quantity  of 
coagulated  matter." 

From  these  analyses  Dr.  Christie  con- 
cludes that  the  cholera  secretion  is  not 
merely  an  increased  natural  secretion,  but 
that  it  is  also  vitiated.  The  pulmonary 
mucous  membrane  is  frequently  affected  in 
cholera,  and  "  perhaps  (says  the  author} 
invariably  in  severe  cases."  Two  instances, 
are  related  in  confirmation  of  this  opinion, 
in  each  of  which  the  bronchia  were  found 
to  be  filled  with  white  froth* 

Ratio  symptomatum.  Looking  to  the  syinp-* 
toms  of  the  disease,  and  the  morbid  appear  - 
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ancea,  the  author  arrives^  tt  the  sub- 
joined conclusions: 

"  That  there  ere  two  essentially  distinct 
kinds  of  cholera ;  one,  the  disease  usually 
denominated  cholera  morbus,  or  cholera 
biliosa,  consisting  of  an  inflammation  01 
the  g astro -enteric  mucous  membrane;  the 
other,  the  ludiau  cholera,  or  cholera  as- 
phyxia of  Scott,  consisting  of  a  violent  ca- 
tarrh of  the  mucous  membranes  generally  ; 
aud  farther,  that  cases  sometimes  occur  oi 
a  mixed  nature,  from  catarrh  and  inflamma- 
tion being  present  in  the  mucous  membranes 
at  the  same  time." 

Dr.  Christie  maintains,  that  the  catarrhal 
affection  is  invariably-  the  first  link  of  the 
chain  of  morbid  phenomena  which  con- 
stitute cholera.  These  are  nearly  the  au- 
thor's own  words,  and,  if  we  understand 
them  correctly,  they  mean  that  catarrh  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  disease.  How  tben,  can 
it  be  said  to  be  the  cause  of  the  disease  1 
It  implies  the  absurdity  that  a  thing  is  the 
cause  of  itself.  There  has  always  been  a 
stumbling-block  in  medical  science,  in  the 
use  of  the  term  proximate  cause :  as  the  ex- 
pression is  generally  used,  it  means  the  dis- 
ease itself.  Now,  causation,  as  the  learned 
and  ingenious  Dr.  Parry  has  remarked,  im- 
plies not  only  difference  and  separation,  but 
also  priority.  We  will  not  dwell  further  on 
this  subject,  but  we  hold  out  these  remarks, 
leat  men  should  deceive  themselves,  as  Dr. 
Christie  has  done,  in  supposing  that  he  has 
discovered  the  cause  of  cholera  morbus; 
whereas,  in  fact,  he  has  only  discovered 
what  is  the  first  effect.  He  must  go  one  step 
further,  aud  interrogate  Nature  respecting 
the  cause.  We  are  not  of  that  school  to 
which  he  refers,  where  the  belief  is  incul- 
cated, that  the  disease  is  referrible  to  some 
mysterious  cause  connected  with  nervous 
energy,  or  vital  principle.  We  leave  these 
subtleties  to  the  profound  and  philosophic 
writers  on  "  constitutional  irritation,"  "  re- 
flected," inflected,  and  all  its  varieties. 

Treatment  of  Ckolgra. — "  In  the  catarrhal 
cholera,"  says  the  author, 

*'  There  will  always  be  two  principal  in- 
dications of  <mre,  vU,  to  remove  the  dis- 
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eased  action  of  the  mucous  membranes,  and 
to  restore  the  circulation  of  the  blood  to- 
wards  the  surface.  The  first  will  always  be 
present ;  the  second,  only  after  the  disease 
has  made  some  progress,  and  in  all  severe 
cases.  But,  in  order  to  effect  these  indica- 
tions, we  shall  require  to  employ  different 
means  under  different  circumstances  ;  and 
to  vary  our  remedies  according  as  certain 
symptoms  predominate  or  are  wanting." 

Blood-letting,  Dr.  Christie  considers  to 
be  more  extensively  applicable  in  the  treat- 
ment of  cholera  thau  is  usually  admitted ; 
that  it  may  be  pursued  not  only  in  cases 
where  there  is  an  increased  uction  in  the 
circulation,  but  even  in  every  case  where 
blood  caa  be  obtained ;  except  only  those 
cases  where  much  debility  existed  prior  to 
the  attack.  In  the  inflammatory  variety  of 
cholera  morbus,  the  indications  for  blood- 
letting are,  of  course,  obvious  ;  but  we  must 
confess,  that  we  should  have  hesitated  to 
employ  it  in  what  we  would  designate  the 
congestive  form  of  disease.  On  this  subject 
our  author  remarks : — 

"  It  relieves  the  catarrhal  affection  of  the 
mucous  membranes,  by  diminishing  in* 
creased  action,  and  it  restores  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood  towards  the  surface.  How 
it  produces  the  latter  effect,  is,  in  the  pre- 
sent  state  of  our  knowledge,  not  very  evi- 
dent ;  but  that  it  does  so,  is  a  fact,  and  that 
is  sufficient.  It  has  been  observed,  that 
blood-letting  in  cholera,  frequently  removes 
the  dark  colour  of  the  blood ;  which  must  be 
owiug  to  its  removing  the  causes  of  this 
dark  colour,  viz.  the  catarrhal  affection  of 
the  pulmouary  and  gastro-enteric  mucous 
membranes." 

Blisters  and  sinapisms  are  recommended, 
and  Dr.  Christie  usually  applies  a  strong 
caulharide  plaster  to  the  abdomen,  and 
sometimes  to  the  thorax;  cataplasms  of 
mustard,  or  capsicum,  to  the  feet,  hands, 
and  legs;  and  hot  sand,  or  frictions,  to 
the  arms  and  hands.  In  extreme  cases, 
he  thinks,  it  may  be  right  to  use  boiling 
water,  or  acids,  as  vesicatories  ;  having, 
in  two  or  three  desperate  cases,  seen 
the  boiling-water  blister  productive  of  the 
most  beneficial  results.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  author,  opium  is  ouly  admissible  in 
the  inflammatory  stage  of  cholera,  for  the 
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purpose  of  allaying  the  vomiting;  but  he 
thinks  this  medicine  well  adapted  to  the 
catarrhal  (congestive)  form  of  disease.  Alco- 
hol, and  diffusible  stimulants,  are  only  appli- 
cable in  the  latter  stages  of  the  diseases. 

On  the  use  of  calomel,  Dr.  Christie  thus 
expresses  himself: — 

"  Calomel  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
extensively  useful  remedies  we  possess  for 
the  treatment  of  this  as  well  as  of  various 
other  tropical  diseases.  From  what  has 
been  saul  of  the  action  of  calomel,  in  the 
first  pari  of  this  essay,  it  might,  at  first 
sight,  appear  that,  since  it  increases  the 
secretion  of  the  gostro-enteric  mucous  mem 
brane,  it  will  be  iuudmissible  in  the  catarrhal 
form  of  cholera.  But  it  roust  be  remembered 
that,  while  it  increases  the  secretion,  it  also 
restores  it  to  a  healthy  condition.  Accord- 
ingly, when  cholera  has  been  cured  by  calo- 
mel, the  looseness,  to  a  certain  extent,  con- 
tinues; but  then  the  evacuations  are  fecu- 
lent, yellow,  or  of  a  dark  colour." 

And,  on  the  administration  of  calomel 
and  opium,  he  says 

"  The  combination  of  calomel  and  opium, 
which  has  been  so  much  extolled,  ap- 
pears to  be  a  remedy  admirably  calculated 
for  fulfilling  the  intentions  of  cure  in  the 
catarrhal  form  of  cholera  ;  for  the  requisite 
properties  wanting  in  tha  one  medicine,  are 
supplied  by  the  other.  Thus  calomel  keeps 
u})  a  permauent  stimulant  effect  on  the  sys- 
tem, which  opium  does  not.  Opium  re- 
presses the  abundant  discharge  from  the 
gastro-enteric  mucous  membrane,  while  ca- 
lomel corrects  it.  Lastly,  calomel  increases 
the  peristaltic  motion  of  the  bowels,  and 
thus  effects  the  discharge  of  vitiated  secre- 
tions, while  opium  relieves  irritation." 

Dr.  Christie  suggests,  that  fumigation 
with  mercury  might  be  employed  with  good 
effect  in  cholera;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  has  himself  uaed  it. 

The  cases  which  are  related,  with  a  view 
of  illustrating  the  doctrines  contained  in 
the  author's  essay,  are  ten  in  number,  and 
form  an  Appendix  to  the  work.  They  are 
good  examples  of  the  different  forms  and 
modifications  of  the  disease,  and  of  the  va- 
rious modes  of  treatment  employed,  accord 
ing  to  the  peculiar  circumstanoes. 

Dr.  Christie's  book  is  entitled  to  atten- 
tion ;  bis  opportunities  for  observation  upon 


the  disease  of  which  he  treats,  have  been 
very  considerable,  and  he  appears  to  have 
bestowed  naach  attention  upon  the  subject. 


A  General  Deicription  of  the  Boms  of  the  Skele- 
ton, intended  for  the  U$e  of  Students.  By 
Henry  Kemp  Randell,  M.  R.  C.S., 
London,  S.  Highley.  12mo.,  pp.  144. 
1828. 

No  man  conversant  with  anatomy,  will  deny 
the  importance  of  an  accurate  acquaint- 
ance with  osteology  ;  it  constitutes,  in- 
deed, the  very  first  link  in  the  chain  of  the 
knowledge  of  human  structure.  Osteology, 
nevertheless,  is  confessedly  a  dry  subject, 
and  in  penning  this  article,  our  mind  forci- 
bly recurs  to  past  scenes— to  that  period  in 
which  we  were  boring  over  the  temporal 
bone,  or  the  one  hundred  and  one  processes 
and  foramina  of  the  os  spbenoides.  Seri- 
ously, we  are  persuaded,  that  many  unne- 
cessary difficulties  have  been  thrown  in  the 
way,  by  the  prolix  descriptions  of  the  bones 
which  have  generally  been  in  the  hands  of 
students.   The  writers  on  this  subject  have 
encumbered  their  descriptions  with  an  abun- 
dance of  hard  words,  which,  as  Mr.  John 
Bell  tritely  observes,  are  M  at  once  the  pride 
and  disgrace  of  anatomists,"  and  it  might  be 
fairly  inferred,  that  they  were  endeavouring; 
to  solve  a  most  ingenious  problem  in  the 
doctrine  of  maximums  and  minimums,  name- 
ly, "  the  acquisition  of  the  least  possible 
knowledge  by  the  greatest  possible  labour. ** 
The  author  of  the  little  work  before  us, 
informs  us,  in  his  preface,  that  he  intends  it 
as  "  a  concise  and  familiar  guide  to  the 
study  of  osteology."    We  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  Mr.  Randell  has  fulfilled 
his  intentions  in  a  very  complete  manner : 
the  book  is  admirably  suited  for  the  pupil 
commencing  his  studies.  It  is,  we  perceive, 
.ledicoted  to  the  present  Mr.  Grainger,  and 
the  author  says,  that  the  notes  of  the  late 
Air.  Edward  (i rainier  hove  materially  assist- 
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edhim  in  the  compilation  of  the  w  ork  ;  these 
circumstances  will  doubtless  contribute  to 
render  it  a  standard  class  book  araougtt  the 
Tery  numerous  and  respectable^  body  of  pu- 
pils constituting  the  Webb  Street  School. 

The  following  description  of  the  ulna 
will  suffice  to  show  the  general  character  of 
the  work. 

"  The  Ulna, — So  named  from  its  being 
often  used  as  a  measure,  is  the  longer  of  the 
two.  It  is  much  expanded  at  the  upper  part, 
and  considerably  contracted  below.    It  is 
lengthened  at  its  upper  and  back  part  by  the 
olecranon  process,  which  receives  the  in- 
sertion of  the  triceps  extensor  cubiti  mus- 
cle, and  partially  that  of  the  anconocus.  On 
the  fore  part  of  the  bone,  about  an  itich  be- 
low this  process,  we  find  another,  called  the 
coronoid  process;  and  this  receives  the  in- 
sertion of  the  brachialis  in  tern  us.  The  cavity 
placed  between  these  two  processes  is  called, 
from  its  resemblance  in  profile  to  the  letter 
i,  the  greater  sigmoid  cavity  of  the  nlna,  to 
distinguish  it  from  a  smaller  one.    This  ca- 
vity is  covered  with  an  articulating  surface 
for  connection  with  the  internal  condyle  of 
the  humerus,  which  it  embraces  so  ciosely 
that  it  allows  not  the  smallest  degree  of 
lateral  motion.    On  the  radial  side  of  the 
bone,  below  this  cavity,  is  seen  the  lesser 
sigmoid  cavity  of  the  ulna,  and  this  allows 
the  head  of  the  radius  to  roll  upon  it  in  the 
rotatory  motions  of  the  arm.    On  the  back 
part,  below  the  olecranon  process,  there  is 
a  smooth  and  somewhat  triangular  portion 
of  bone,  which  is  merely  covered  with  the 
fascia,  and  common  integuments.    On  the 
fore-part  of  the  bone,  below  the  coronoid 
process,  there  is  a  small  projection,  which 
gives  attachment  to  the  oblique  ligament, 
tying  the  ulna  to  the  radius.    The  body  or 
shaft  of  the  bone  is  tiiangulor,  and  as  it 
descends  it  becomes  gradually  narrower, 
and  then,  at  its  lower  extremity  it  a:;ain 
expands  a  little,  to  form  its  head,  which  is 
articulated  by  means  of  cartilage  to  the  car- 
pus.   The  inner  part  of  the  shaft  of  the 
bone  is  perfectly  smooth  and  convex,  but 
on  the  radial  side  there  is  a  sharp  ridge,  to 
which  one  side  of  the  inter  osseous  liga- 
ment is  attached.    The  lower  end  of  the 
head  has  a  flat*  surface,  by  which  it  is 
joined  to  the  saxiform  cartilage,  which  in- 
tervenes between  it  and  the  os  cmu-iforme  ; 
and  thus  it  is  that  the  ulna  is  excluded  from 
the  wrist  joint.    On  the  radial  side  of  the 
head  there  is  a  convex  articulating  surface, 
which  is  received  into  the  sigmoid  cavity  ol 
the  radius,  whilst  on  the  inner  side  is  seen 
the  sliloid  process,  which  gives  origin  to  the 
internal  lateral  ligament  of  the  carpus.  On 
the  forepart  of  the  lower  eud  of  ths  bone 


there  is  a  flat  surface,  extending  upwards 
about  two  inches,  which  gives  origin  to  the 
pronator  radii  quadratus  muscle.  On  the 
back  part  there  is  a  distinct  groove,  situated 
just  between  the  origin  of  the  stiloid  pro- 
cess and  that  part  which  is  received  into 
the  sigmoid  cavity  of  the  radius,  which 
transmits  the  tendon  of  the  flexor  carpi 
ulnaris.  The  foramen  for  the  entrance  of 
the  nutritious  artery  is  placed  upon  the  fore- 
part of  the  bone,  about  one  third  down." 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
October  27,  1823. 


Dr.  Hasi.am,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

WOUND  OK  THF.  LIVER    HEATING  SPONTA- 
NEOUSLY.— CANCtn  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

Thk  minutes  of  last  meeting  were  read. 

Mr.  Sen iv ens  produced  to  the  society  a 
part  of  the  liver  of  a  gentleman  who  had 
stabbed  himself  with  a  carving  knife,  show- 
ing a  complete  cure  by  nature,  [  1'he 
speaker  was  scarcely  audible.]  We,  how- 
ever, collected,  that  he  was  called  to  tho 
patient  soon  after  he  had  stabbed  himself; 
that  he  found  him  in  a  state  of  syncope, 
having  lost  a  great  quautity  of  blood, 
but  without  having  vomited;  and  that 
the  patient  did  well,  without  any  active 
treatment,  until  the  llth  day.  On  that 
day,  no  symptoms  of  intimitis,  or  peritoni- 
tis, having  appeared,  he  incautiously  left 
his  home,  walked  fn  m  the  Borough  into 
the  City,  where,  it  was  supposed,  he  had 
drunk  freely  of  spirits ;  he  returned,  was 
taken  with  muco-interitis,  which  gradually 
subsided  ;  and  then  with  stro-hiteritb,  of 
which  he  died.  The  body  was  examined  by 
iMr.  Scrivens,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Cal- 
laway, Mr.  Grainger,  and  Dr.  Hlundt  11,  and 
there  was  every  leason  to  conclude,  from 
the  state  of  the  parts  through  which  the 
knife  had  passed,  that,  but  for  the  im- 
prudence of  the  patient  on  the  1 1th  day,  he 
would,  at  this  moment,  have  been  perfectly 
well. 

Mr.  Callaway  considered  this  was  in- 
teresting, as  it  had  generally  been  consi- 
dered that  wounds  of  the-  liver  proved  fatal. 
In  the  present  instance,  the  wound  in  the 
liver  was  considerable,  and  had  perfectly 
cicatrised. 

Mr.  Asitwell  expressed  great  satisfac- 
tion in  seeing  this  specimen.  Some  years 
ago,  it  was  considered  that  wounds  of  tlie 
ubdoroen  were  to  be  regarded  as  so  fatal, 
that  surgeons  hardiy  ev.«r  thought  of  at- 
tempting a  cure.  Modem  practice,  how- 
ever, h;ul  "sufficiently  shown  t*ie  lu.'ilitv  of 
his  i<!<  a  ;  and  he  was  always  happy  to  find 
an  instance  added  to  the  record  o<  Skilfully - 
treated  cases  of  wounds  through  this  ini- 


Digitized  by  Google 


15a 


CANCER  OF  THE  UTERUS. 


portant  part  of  tbe  body.  He  considered 
that  some  analocrv  noiaht  be  drawn  between 
such  a  case  as  this  and  the  extirpation  of 
cancerous  uterus. 

Mr.  Callaway  could  not  see  the  analogy. 
He  wished  to  be  informed  what  were  the 
circumstances  favourable  to  the  operation 
of  removing  cancerous  uteri;  what  the  cir- 
cumstances were,  prohibiting  the  operation  ; 
and  what  was  the  best  mode  of  performing 
it.  In  asking  for  this  information,  he  did 
not  wish  to  be  understood,  either  as  object- 
ing to  the  operation,  or  as  cavilling  at  it ; 
he  had  seen  it  performed  by  Dr.  Blundell, 
and,  unless  the  different  members  of  the 
profession  rightly  understood  all  the  cir- 
cumstances which  he  had  inquired  into,  he 
feared  that  the  publication  of  Dr.  Blundell's 
skilful  cases  might  induce  others,  less  dex- 
teroos  than  Dr.  Blundell,  to  undertake  an 
operation  under  unjustifiable  circumstances. 
He  believed  Dr.  Blundell  was  two  hours  in 
performing  the  first  operation  of  this  sort, 
an  hour  and  three  quarters  in  performing 
the  second,  and  that  his  two  others  had 
been  performed  more  quickly. 

Mr.  Ash  well  had  been  furnished  with 
two  of  Dr.  Blundell's  unsuccessful  cases  ;  and 
be  believed,  in  the  course  of  a  week,  the 
circumstances  attending  them  would  be 
made  known  to  the  medical  public.  Post- 
mortem examination  had  shown  that  neither 
of  the  operations  had  failed  in  consequence 
of  any  want  of  tact,  or  ability,  or  mistake, 
on  the  part  of  the  operator.  Tbe  operation 
was  a  choice  of  two  evils  ;  it  was  an  opera- 
tion, of  all  others,  the  most  hopeless,  and 
could  only  be  justifiably  undertaken  under 
certain  circumstances,  when,  without  its 
performance,  the  patient  was  sure  to  perish. 
In  thinking  of  performing  it,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  consider  the  state  of  the  patient's 
health,  her  digestive  powers,  the  continu- 
ance of  the  disease,  the  state  of  the  func- 
tions in  general,  and  also  her  mental  pow- 
ers. If  tbe  vagina  were  deeply  involved  in 
the  mischief,  if  the  rectum  and  bladder 
were  also  diseased,  it  would  be  madness  to 
think  of  the  operation.  If  the  womb  were 
immoveable,  and  the  inguinal  glands  dis- 
eased, then,  perhaps,  the  operation  ought 
not  to  be  thought  of.  But  if  the  vagina  were 
only  slighted  articled ,  if  the  uterus  atone 
was  diseased,  the  rectum,  and  posterior 
surface  of  the  bladder,  all  free  from  the 
mischief, — the  patient's  general  health  good, 
her  circulation  regular,  her  digestive  organs 
not  gone,  and  she  possessed  mental  courage 
iu  a  high  degree, — then  it  might  he  prudent 
to  undertake  the  operation.  Those  who 
were  not  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  ana 
tomy  of  the  parts,  ought,  by  no  "means,  to 
think  of  performing  the  operation.  The 
vagina  ought  to  be  dilated  as  much  as  pos- 
sible,—though,  he  believed,  Dr.  Blundell 


had  not  need  a  dilator,— and  every  proper 
care  exercised. 

Mr.  Field  inquired  whether  it  was  not 
the  opinion  of  the  Society,  that  there  was  a 
looseuess  about  Liifranc's  diagnosis  1 

Mr.  Ash  well  considered  the  case*  re- 
lated by  Lisfranc,  to  be  well  marked. 

Mr.  Wigan  had  seen  Lisfranc  perform 
the  operation  many  times,  and  of  all  the  hor- 
rible operations  the  human  mind  was  capa- 
ble of  conceiving,  the  removal  of  the  ute- 
rus, or  a  part  of  it,  in  the  hands  of  Lisfranc, 
was  the  most  appalling,  lie  had  never  per- 
formed the  operation  successfully  but  in 
cases  where  it  was  unnecessary  to  have  per- 
I  formed  it  at  all,  and  he  had  never  performed 
i  it  in  cases  where  it  might  justifiably  have 
!  been  undertaken,  but  where  it  had  proved 
fatal.  He  strongly  recommended  the  use 
of  Weiss's  speculum  vagina?.  This  instru- 
ment had  only  one  defect;  it  cost  three 
«uineas  ;  whereas  it  misfit  very  well  be  af- 
forded  for  half-a-gninea.  (Hear,  and  a  lavgh.) 

Mr.  Lambrrt  did  not  think  the  profes- 
sion had  clear  and  satisfactory  grounds  of 
coming  to  a  true  diagnosis  with  respect  to 
this  malady.    There  was  a  sort  of  soft  ulce- 
ration of  a  part  of  the  uterus,  very  often 
mistaken  by  many  practitioners  for  cancer, 
when  it  had  no  malignant  nature  whatever. 
As  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  collect,  in  true 
cancer  of  the  womb,  the  lumbar  glands  had 
become  diseased  very  early ;  and,  where 
this  existed,  it  proved  a  complete  bar  to 
the  operation.    Dr.  Blundell  was  no  fee- 
hunter,  but  a  man  eat  up  with  an  ardent  de- 
sire to  cultivate  the  science,  and  entitled 
to  the  gratitude  of  every  living  individual ; 
yet  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that  he  was 
not  tbe  first  who  bad  performed  this  great 
operation.  He  agreed  with  what  had  been 
said  of  the  great  necessity  there  was  for  a 
practitioner  to  understand  well  what  he  was 
about,  before  he  attempted  the  removal  of 
I  this  viscus.    He  cou'd  name  a  surgeon  of 
'  one  of  our  great  hospitals,  who  thought  he 
i  would  remove  an  uterus  through  an  open- 
|  ing  made  in  the  abdomen  ;  he  commenced 
|  operations,  laid  open   the  abdomen,  but 
;  found  the  uterus  so  firmly  attached,  that 
!  he  shut  up  shop  without  making  any  far- 
ther attempt !  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Lloyd  strongly  recommended  the 
greatest  caution  to  be  adopted  in  ascertain- 
ing, bt-yond  all  doubt,  the  existence  of  true 
carcinoma,  before  the  operation  of  removal 
was  attempted.  He  also  recommended  the 
injection  of  strong  solutions  of  arsenic,  and 
of  nitrate  of  silver,  to  cure  ulcers, — and  the 
application  of  ligatures  to  excrescences.  He 
hud  no  doubt  that  mauy  of  these  cases  had 
I  been  mistaken  for  cancer. 
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GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 


REMARKABLE  CABS  Of  STR  ANOULATION  OF 
THE  LOWER  PORTION  OP  THE  ILEUM. 

Isaac  Lock,  at.  45,  admitted  October  9tli, 
had  laboured  under  constipation  of  the 
bowels  eleven  days  previously,  and  at  the 
lime  of  admission  complained  of  great  pain 
in  the  abdomen,  especially  on  the  right  side. 
He  had,  in  short,  every  symptom  of  strangu- 
lation of  the  intestines  ;  but  upon  the  most 
accurate  examination  no  appearance  of  her- 
nia was  discovered.  Various  drastic  pur- 
gatives were  given,  but  they  failed  in  pro- 
ducing any  effect.  Croton  oil  was  rubbed 
over  the  abdomen,  which,  it  is  somewhat 
curious  to  remark,  purged  the  nurses  who 
used  it.  The  man  ultimately  sank,  under  all 
the  symptoms  characteristic  of  continued 
Strangulation  of  the  intestines. 

Upon  examining  the  abdomen,  the  seat 
of  mischief  was  found  in  the  lower  portion 
of  the  ileum,  which  was  drawn  out  and  ad- 
herent to  the  abdominal  parietes :  the  me- 
sentery by  this  means  constituting  a  stric- 
ture. The  gut,  below  the  seat  of  stricture, 
wa3  dark  coloured,  but  not  gangrenous.  A 
drawing  was  made  of  the  parts. 

The  only  operations  performed  at  this 
Hospital,  recently,  have  been,  for  inguinal 
hernia,  by  the  assistant-surgeon  ;  and  two 
amputations  of  the  leg,  by  Mr.  Morgan. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 


List  of  Patients  admitted  under  the  Care  of  Mr. 
Vincent,  October  2S.  . 

Rahere's  Ward,  No.  8. — Richard  Wood- 
fire,  set.  38,  swelling  of  the  left  leg,  with  a 
small  ulcerous  opening  near  to  the  external 
malleolus. 

No.  9. — Edward  Sweeney,  a?t.  8,  chronic 
abscess  of  the  upper  part  of  the  back,  and 
scrofulous  ulceration  of  the  right  leg  and 
thi»h. 

Henry  the  Eighth's  Ward,  No.  4 — William 
Townley,  jet.  22,  syphilitic  ulceration  of 
the  throat 

No.  8.— John  Farrington,  set. 25,  phthisis 
and  ulcerated  hand. 

No.  9.— Richard  White,  tet.  30,  painful 
affection  of  the  lower  extremities. 

No.  11 — Michael  Gilligan,  act.  30,  ulce- 
ration of  the  tibia  from  a  wound. 

Luke's  Ward,  No.  19.—  William  Gill, 
set.  19,  inflammation  of  the  absorbents  of  the 
left  arm,  from  a  punctured  finger. 

No.  21.— John  Atterbury,  at.  48,  reten- 
tion of  urine. 


Barker's  Ward,  No.  9. — James  Macna- 
mara,  set.  40,  fistulous  opening  into  the 
rectum. 

Lazarus'  Ward,  No.  3.— J.  M.,  sst.  SI,  pu- 
rulent discharge  from  the  inside  of  the  pre- 
puce, with  phimosis. 

No.  5. — D.  R.,  gonorrhoea  and  bubo  in 
the  right  groin. 

President's  Ward,  No.  12.— Sarah  Buck- 
land,  set.  33,  diseased  rectum. 

No.  ?.— Thomas  Walls,  «t.  4,  injury  to 
the  head. 

No.  23  —Harriet  Bridge,  a?t.  22,  inflam- 
mation and  swelling  about  the  right  knee. 

No.  24.  —  Ann  Lynn,  at.  21,  varicose 
veins  of  the  left  leg. 

Magdalen's  Ward,  No.  .—A.  C,  »t.  24, 
syphilitic  sores. 

Faith's  Ward,  No.  12  — C.  C,  set.  21,  sy- 
philitic ulceration  of  the  right  leg,  and 
node 8  on  the  shin. 

No.  13. — A.  E.,  aet.  21,  syphilitic  ulcera- 
tion of  the  toes. 

No.  4.— (Back  Ward.)  —  M.  H.,  let.  21, 
inflammation  of  the  leg,  with  foul  ulcera- 
tions. 

Patience's  Ward,  No.  1.— M.  S„  cet.  30, 
gonorrhoea,  and  excoriation  of  the  external 
organs. 

No.  4. — L.  B.,  tet.  20,  gonorrhoea,  exco- 
riation and  ulceration  of  the  labia,  peri- 
neum, anus,  and  foul  ulceration  of  the  toes. 

No.  6. — H.  P.,  aet.  17,  gonorrhoea  and 
ulceration  of  the  external  organs. 

No.  7. — E.  W.,  aet.  21,  gonorrhoea,  exco- 
riation and  ulceration  of  the  external  organs. 

No.  13. — L.  H.,  jet.  23,  phagedenic  ulce- 
ration of  the  labia. 

No.  9. — M.  W.,  at.  19,  gonorrhoea  and 
psora. 

Charity's  H'otd,  No.  10.— S.  M.,  gonor- 
rhoea, large  chronic  swelling  of  the  labia, 
and  ulceration  of  the  nates  and  legs. 


FRACTURE  OP  THE  BASIS  OF  THE  SKULL,  WITH 
EXTENSIVE  LACES ATTON  OF  THE  BRAIN. 

-  Lucas,  a  muscular  man,  aet.  50,  was 
admitted  into  Harley's  Ward,  Oct.  17,  at 
half-past  three  in  the  afternoon,  having  fal- 
len from  a  window  that  he  was  cleaning,  a 
heighth  of  about  thirty  feet.  Was  sensible 
when  brought  in,  with  breathing  slightly 
sterterous,  and  an  intermitting  puUe  of  90. 

There  was  considerable  bleeding  from  the 
nose  and  ears,  aud  he  vomited.  1  he  pupils 
acted  slightly ;  there  were  two  incised 
wounds  of  the  scalp,  each  au  inch,  or  rather 
more,  in  length.  There  was  also  simple 
facture  of  the  tibia  and  fibula  of  the  right 
leg,  just  above  the  ancles.  He  had  been 
bled  previous  to  admission.    He  remained 
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insensible,  and  died  at  half-past  nine  in  the 
evening. 

Examination  next  day  at  One  o  Clock. 

There  was  great  effusion  of  blood  at  the 
base  of  the  cranium,  with  a  fracture,  extend- 
ing from  the  nnterior  inferior  angle  of  the 
right  parietal  hone,  across  the  temporal 
bone,  to  the  body  of  the  sphenoid  ;  and  very 
extensive  laceration  of  the  base  of  each 
hemisphere  of  the  cerebrum,  but  more  par- 
ticularly on  the  leftside,  the  one  opposite  to 
that  on  which  the  skull  was  fractured.  Two 
of  the  upper  ribs  of  the  right  side  were 
fractured.  An  incipient  hydrocele  was  also 
discovered. 

Mr.  Vincent  removed  a  diseased  finger 
on  Saturday  2*>th,  and  also  punctured  an 
encysted  tumour  in  a  girl's  arm,  containing 
a  glairy  fluid.  Much  previous  doubt  existed 
as  to  the  contents  of  this  tumour. 


STRUCTURE  OF  THE  VEINS. 


To  the  Editor  o/Tnt  Lancet. 

Sir, — Having  repeatedly  injected  the 
pulmonary  veins,  contrary  to  the  course  of 
the  circulation,  I  was  somewhat  surprised 
to  see  in  a  Number  of  The  Lancet,  dated 
Aug.  9th,  an  account  of  their  containing 
valves.  This  has  induced  me  to  examine 
the  lungs  of  such  animals  as  have  come  in 
my  way  with  a  view  of  discovering  these 
valves  ;  but  I  have  been  unable  to  perceive 
any  thing  that  would  in  any  wny  answer  the 
same  purpose  ns  the  valves  in  the  veins  of 
other  parts  of  the  body.  In  the  pulmonary 
veins  of  the  ox  I  certainly  found,  that  where  a 
small  vein  fulls  into  a  large  one  obliquely,  the 
serous  coat  extends  the  division  between  them 
farther  than  the  other  coats:  consequently 
part  of  the  septum,  between  the  veins,  is 
entirely  formed  by  this  serous  membrane  ; 
but  this  piece  of  membrane  is  in  no  way 
fitted  to  perform  the  office  of  a  valve.  It  is 
elastic,  and  kept  constantly  tense  ;  conse- 
quently, will  not  easily  move  to  either  side. 
It  requires  considerable  force  to  draw  it 
over  the  mouth  of  the  smaller  vein,  which 
even  then  it  will  not  completely  cover. 

To  me  it  appears  that  the  only  use  of  this 
piece  of  serous  membrane,  extending  be- 
yond the  other  coats  of  the  veins,  is  to  pre- 
vent the  too  abrupt  termination  of  the  sep- 
tum between  them,  which  would  have  hap- 
pened had  all  the  coats  terminated  at  once. 
In  this  case  there  would  have  been  n  small 


The  following  diagram,  if  yon  think  it 
worth  iMitilir,hiti£,  will  perhaps  explain  the 
structure  of  this  part. 
It  represents  a  longi- 
tudinal section  of  two 
veins  which  unite. 
A  The  larger  vein. 
B  The  smaller  one. 
C  C  C  The  cut  edge 
of  the  serous  membrane 
lining  the  veins. 

D  1)  D    The  other 
^  coats  of  the  veins. 
*i     E  The  point  at  which 
all  the  coats  of  the  veins 
terminate,  except  the 
serous. 

The  space  C  E,  occu- 
pied by  the  supposed 
valve,  if  not  so  occu-  1 
pied,  would  produce  an 
eddy,  some  of  the  blood  *• 
passing     into  which, 
would  not  readily   re-  *, 
gain  the  current. 

By  inserting  this  paper  in  your  valuable 
Journal,  you  will  much  oblige 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Joseph  Curtis,  M.K.C.S. 
Camdentown,  Oct.  1,  1828. 
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LITERARY  NOTICE. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bell,  Lecturer  at  Guy's 
Hospital,  hus  nearly  ready  for  publication, 
a  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Teeth. 
In  one  volume,  8vo.,  with  plates. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Wn  must  entreat  another  week's  indul- 
space  left,  which  would  have  been  out  of  the  |  gence  from  our  numerous  correspondents  ; 
regular  course  of  the  blood  in  the  veins,  and  indeed,  we  have,  been  so  much  engaged  with 
where  consequently  the  blood  would  have  the  /aui/*r»,  that  we  have  not  had  tune  to 
lodged.  readhaU  the  Utters  received. 
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■  CWtenli TTomd — (continued.) 

Umbilical  Cord. — The  foetus,  Gentlemen, 
is  put  into  connexion  with  the  placenta,  by 
means  of  what  is  called  the  umbilical  cord, 
short,  generally,  in  the  ovura  of  animals,  and 
longer,  proportionally,  in  the  human  ovum, 
though  its  length  is  liable  to  much  variety. 
An  average  measnre  of  this  cord  may  be  about 
two  feet.  Dr.  Haighton  met  with  a  funis 
which  was  not  more  than  six  inches  long. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  a  gentleman  formerly  associated 
with  this  class,  in  one  instance  found  the 
cord  surrounding  the  neck  of  the  fostus,  as 
many  as  six  times,  whence  you  may  infer, 
that  its  length  was  by  no  means  inconsider- 
able. Mr.  Briggs,  in  another  case,  found 
die  chord  coiled  around  the  neck  seven 
times  ;  and  1  think  a  case  similar  to  this  is 
put  on  record  by  the  celebrated  French 
practitioner  Mauriceau.  I  know  not  that 
any  serious  inconvenience  results  from  the 
extraordinary  brevity  of  the  funis,  except- 
ing, perhaps,  that  if  you  lay  hold  of  the 
child,  and  drag  it  too  far  from  the  mother 
immediately  afterbirth,  you  incur  the  risk 
of  prematurely  detaching  the  placenta  by 
a  sadden  pull,  and  may  in  this  way  give  rise 
to  haemorrhage,  not  to  add,  that  if  the  adhe- 
sion of  the  placenta  be  firm,  so  as  to  prevent 
detachment,  the  sudden  effort  might,  per- 
haps, occasionally  invert  the  uterus.  Hence 
the  propriety  of  the  rule  which  I  before  pre- 
scribed, namely,  that  as  soon  as  the  child 
enters  the  world,  you  ought  to  keep  its  ab- 
domen as  close  as  possible  to  the  genitals 


mination,  whether  the  cord  be  or  not  of  the 
ordinary  length. 

If  the  umbilical  cord  is  much  longer  than 
ordinary,  there  is  always  a  risk,  lest  in  the 
form  of  a  loop  it  should  lie  forth  in  the  va- 
gina before  birth,  an  accident  which  is  pre- 
vented by  its  being  coiled  round  the  neck 
or  limbs  of  the  child.  If  the  cord  lie  forth 
in  this  manner,  as  already  explained  to  you, 
the  danger  to  the  foetus  becomes  very  con- 
siderable, for  the  vessels  becoming  com- 
pressed when  the  head  descends  among  the 
bones  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  circulation  being 
in  this  manner  arrested,  at  a  time  when  re- 
spiration cannot  proceed,  the  child  dies  in 
the  uterus,  suffocated.  To  prevent  this,  it 
was  formerly  recommended  that  a  piece  of 
spouge  should  be  procured,  and  that  this, 
together  with  the  cord,  should  be  pressed 
into  the  uterus,  provided  this  may  be  ac- 
complished without  violence  or  risk  of  lace- 
ration ;  the  sponge  (to  prevent  the  descent 
of  the  chord  n'second  time)  being  left  in 
the  uterus,  to  be  afterwards  expelled  by 
the  pains,  in  conjunction  /frith  the  pla- 
centa. 

No  nerves  have  been  detected  in  the  um- 
bilical cord ,  although  they  have  been  sought 
for  with  great  diligence ;  and  I  can  state, 
from  my  own  observations,  that  this  part 
seems  to  be  wholly  destitute  of  sensibility, 
in  respect  to  both  the  mother  and  the 
foetus.  No  large  lymphatic  trunks  have 
been  found  there  :  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  lymphatics  are  wanting  altoge- 
ther in  the  placenta,  and,  therefore,  wa 
should  not  expect  to  find  them  in  the 
funis. 

It  seems,  then,  that  the  umbilical  cord  is 
in  its  composition  exceedingly  simple,  made 
up,  apparently,  of  the  vessels,  a  cellular  web, 
filled  with  a  sort  of  gelatinous  material,  and 
by  which  cellular  web  those  vessels  are 
bound  together,  and  of  a  membranous 
sheath,  or  prolongation  of  the  chorion,  here- 
after to  be  spoken  of,  and  which  gives  a 
covering  to  the  cord  from  one  extremity  to 
the  other.  Of  this  membrane  you  may  ob- 
serve the  thinness,  the   smoothness,  the 


firmness,  when  you  are  bringing  away  the 
placenta ;  for  when  you  lay  hold  of  the  funis, 
of  the  mother,  till  you  find  by  a  little  exa- 1  this  membrane  is  lying  in  your  hand. 
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The  blood-vessels,  of  which  the  umbilical 
cord  is  in  part  composed,  are,  in  the  human 
ovum,  three ;  one  large  umbilical  vein,  (when 
fully  distended,  nearly  as  big  as  the  little 
ringer,)  and  two  smaller  arteries — the  umbi- 
lical*, of  which  1  formerly  had  occasion  to 
speak.  Those  vessels,  in  geueral,  do  not  take 
a  direct,  but  a  more  or  leas  serpentine 
course,  and,  in  some  instances,  they  are 
very  much  contorted.  In  the  cord  of  the 
mare,  as  I  am  informed,  the  veins,  like  the 
arteries,  are  two  in  number.  In  the  funis 
of  the  calf,  besides  the  blood-vessels,  there 
is  another  canal  called  tbe  uracbus,  which 
leads  from  the  bladder  along  tbe  cord  into 
a  peculiar  membranous  receptacle,  the  a/ton- 
toil,  of  which  1  shall  hereafter  speak,  and 
which  seems  to  contain  much  of  the  urine  of 
the  fatal  animal.  In  the  funis  of  tbe  puppy, 
we  find  a  single  artery  and  vein  arising  from 
the  mesentery  inosculating  with  the  vessels, 
there  passing  along  the  umbilical  cord,  and 
ultimately  breaking  up  into  a  large  number 
ef  capacious  capillaries,  which  ramify,  with 
great  minuteness,  over  a  very  delicate  mem- 
brane called  the  tunica  erythrvide$. 

Upon  the  umbilical  cord  we  sometimes 
meet  with  knots,  and,  if  I  may  confide  in 
reports  received,  sometimes  two  or  three 
knots  may  be  found  upon  the  cord  at  once. 
Mr.  Rogers,  an  American,  and  a  student 
at  these  Hospitals,  informed  me,  that  at 
New  York,  a  case  had  occured  where  tkre* 
ktwu  Were  on  the  funis,  and  yet,  notwith- 
standing those  knots,  injection  could  be 
thrown  from  one  end  of  tbe  cord  to  the 
other  without  difficulty.  To  Dr.  Hunter  1 
may  refer  you  for  a  very  plausible  explana- 
tion of  the  formation  of  these  knots  when 
single,  for  he  has  suggested,  that  the  um- 
bilical cord,  at  birth,  may  perhaps  form  a 
coil  round  the  margin  of  the  os  uteri  within, 
and  that  the  foetus,  in  passing  the  orifice  of 
tbe  uterus,  may,  at  the  same  time,  pass 
through  the  loop,  carrying  the  umbilical 
extremity  of  the  cord  along  with  it,  in  the 
way  here  shown,  ao  as  to  form  the  knot  at 
the  very  moment  when  the  body  passes  into 
the  world.  Observe  the  demonstration. 
And  this  explanation  enables  us  to  under- 


stand well  enough  how  a  single  knot  may 
be  formed  ;  but  then  how  is  it  that  two  or 
three  knots  are  produced  ?  how  that  a  knot 
may  be  found  on  the  cord  in  the  earlier 
months,  though  the  foetus  lias  never  left  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  1  Really  the  solution 
of  this  knot  may  remind  one  of  that  of 
Gordius,  or  of  the  knot  scarcely  less  noto- 
rious, knit  by  the  hand  of  Obadiah,  fated 
to  b'ring  to  light  that  comprehensive  code 
of  imprecations,  the  contents  of  which  his 
liberal  master  so  generously  showered  down 
upon  every  part  of  his  person. 

The  origin  of  the  cord  is  the  navel  ;  its 
termination  is  the  placenta,  where  its  in- 


sertion is  commonly  central,  though  it  some- 
times unites  with  the  placenta  at  the  mar- 
gin, or  intermediately.  And  this  I  the 
ruther  wish  you  to  notice,  because  when 
tbe  insertion  of  the  cord  ia  marginal,  as  in 
this  preparation,  you  might  be  led  to  ima- 
gine that  one-half  of  (he  placenta  had  been 
torn  away,  the  other  half  still  remaioiug  in 
the  uteriue  cavity. 

An  eccentric  insertion  of  the  cord  at  the 
abdominal  extremity  is  more  rare,  and  yet 
now  and  then  even  this  variety  is  observed, 
the  cord  springing,  as  in  this  preparation 
shown,  from  the  one  or  other  side  of  tbe 
abdomen.  The  point  is  curious,  but  iu  a 
practical  view  it  seems  to  be  of  small  obste- 
tric import. 

Involucre. — In  the  same  way  as  the  chick 
is  inclosed  in  the  shell,  the  human  foetus, 
too,  is  shut  up  in  a  bag,  or  cyst,  this  cyst 
containing  the  wafer,  in  which  the  child 
floats,  for,  in  our  origin,  we  are  sll  of  us 
aquatic.  In  general  the  number  of  the  cysts  , 
corresponds  with  the  number  of  fetuses, 
though  this  is  not  invariable,  for  when  there 
are  two  foetuses  you  may  have  a  single  cyst 
only,  this  being  common  to  both,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  some  observers,  this  commu- 
nity of  receptacle  is  by  no  means  infrequent. 
There  is  an  advantage  to  the  fnetus,  how- 
ever, in  having  a  receptacle,  or  an  apart- 
ment of  its  own,  because  it  then  becomes 
more  secure  against  accidents.  In  twin 
gestation,  in  the  earlier  months,  it  some- 
times happens,  that  the  membrane,  being 
tender,  gives  way.  Now,  if  the  foetuses  are 
contained  in  separate  bags,  and  there  is  a 
yielding  of  the  membrane  of  one  bag  only, 
the  other  foetus,  included  in  another  cyst, 
stistait  ing  no  injury,  may  still  be  carried  on 
to  the  full  period  of  nine  months.  A  pupil 
of  my  own,  who  grew  up  to  be  one  of  tbe 
finest  young  gentlemen  of  the  class,  during 
the  course  of  his  uterine  life,  had  a  very 
narrow  escape  of  this  kind,  lie  once  told 
me,  that  while  iu  utero,  he  had  a  twin 
companion ;  the  cyst,  which  at  that  time 
formed  his  own  nest,  remained  uninjured, 
and  he  seems  to  have  sustained  no  inconve- 
nience ;  but,  from  one  cause  ox* other,  that 
of  his  companion  gave  way,  bo  that,  in  this 
helpless  condition,  the  poor  fellow  was 
crushed  like  a  butterfly— perishing  as  tragi- 
cally as  the  victims  of  Siloam ;  or,  if  you 
prefer  the  more  familiar  comparison,  like 
those  who  were  lost  in  the  ruins  of  the  late 
Brunswick  Theatre. 

In  the  earlier  months  of  pregnancy,  the 
involuera  are  composed  of,  at  least,  four 
membranes;  tbe  decidua  uteri,  the  decidua 
refteia,  the  chorion,  and  the  amnion ;  but 
when  the  ovum  is  thoroughly  developed  in 
the  latten^months  of  gestation,  the  mem- 
branes are \ three  only;  the  decidua  uteri, 
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the  chorion,  and  the  amnion,  the  decidua 
reflexa  not  appearing.  Of  these  membranes, 
the  outermost  is  the  decidua  uteri,  whence 
iu  name,  because  it  is  in  contact  with  the 
womb,  and  receives  vessels  from  it ;  the 
membrane  which  lies  internally  is  the  am- 
nion, an  organ  which  secretes  the  fluid  al- 
ready mentioned — the  first  element  of  the 
foetus ;  and  between  these  two  membranes 
the  chorion  is  interposed.  In  the  latter 
months  of  pregnancy,  the  decidua  uteri  is 
somewhat  thick,  but  it  is  so  more  espe- 
cially in  the  earlier  and  middle  months  ; 
being  disposed  moreover  to  exfoliate,  sepa- 
rating into  leaves  or  lamella  ;  now  the  pla- 
centa of  the  human  ovum  is  contained  be- 
tween two  leaves  of  the  tunica  decidua,  as 
my  hundkerchief  is  interposed  between  my 
two  hands,  both  of  the  placentar  surfaces 
being  covered  by  the  leaves  of  the  decidua. 
This  being  the  case,  it  follows,  as  matter  of 
course,  that  the  chorion  and  amnion  must  be 
spread  out  upon  the  inner  surface  of  the 
placenta,  for  they  both  lie  within  the  deci- 
dua, and  this  I  will  now  endeavour  to  illus- 
trate by  preparations. 

Here  is  a  preparation  of  a  small  portion 
of  the  placenta,  with  the  three  membranes 
in  connexion;  the  decidua  above,  the  am- 
nion below,  the  chorion  ranging  interme- 
diately. In  this  preparation  you  have  a 
portion  of  the  placenta,  and  of  the  adherent 
uterus,  suspended  by  the  decidua.  The  cho- 
rion and  amnion,  you  may  perceive,  lie,  as 
assarted,  upon  the  inner  surface  of  the  deci- 
dua, from  which  they  are  partially  detached ; 
and  the  decidua  itself  is  distinctly  sepa- 
rated into  two  membranous  lamina,  between 
which  the  substance  of  the  placenta  lodges. 

Here  is  a  preparation  of  the  umbilical 
cord,  entering  the  abdomen  of  the  foetus 
laterally. 

Here  is  a  preparation  showing  much  con- 
tortion of  the  vesseU  of  the  umbilical  cord, 
not  of  uncommon  occurrence. 

Here  is  a  preparation  of  one  of  those 
knots  of  the  umbilical  cord,  on  which  I  be- 
fore took  occasion  to  comment. 

When  speaking  of  the  placenta,  I  ought 
to  have  observed  that  their  number  usually 
accords  with  the  number  of  foetuses ;  if  you 
have  several  foetuses,  you  have  several  pla- 
centas ;  if  a  single  feet  as  only,  then  the  pla- 
centa is  single  ;  thus,  with  twins,  there  are 
usually  two  placentas;  with  triplets,  three  ; 
sjid,  there  are  four  or  five  placentas,  when, 
as  rarely  happens,  the  woman  produces  four 
or  five  children  at  a  bi.th.  Sometimes, 
however,  one  placenta  is  common  to  two 
foetuses  ;  and  you  may  see  in  this  prepara- 
tion two  umbilical  cords  arising  from  the 
same  centre. 

Here  is  a  rare  specimen  of  a  cord  with 
two  vessels  only,  instead  of  three,  the  usual 
number ;  the  vein  and  artery  are  both  sin- 


I  gle  ;  the  anatomist  has  practised  no  decep- 
lion  here  ;  the  artery,  as  you  may  see,  is  of 
extraordinary  capaoity. 

Dtcuiua. — It  was  observed  to  you,  awhile 
ago,  that  the  outer  membrane  of  the  ovum 
is  the  tunica  decidua,  called  also  caduca  lace- 
rabilis,  and  the  spongy  chorion,  adhering 
externally  to  the  uterus — internally  to  the 
chorion  ;  remarkable  for  its  high  degree  of 
vascularity  ;  and  further  deserving  notice, 
>a  it  derives  all  its  blood-vessels,  so  far  as 
has  been  ascertained  by  injections,  from  the 
womb.  This  membrane  is,  it  seems,  gene- 
rated by  the  uterus  itself,  and  is  not  pro- 
duced from  the  same  rudiments  as  the 
foetus,  the  chorion,  and  the  amnion.  In 
extra-uterine  pregnancy  sometimes,  though 
by  no  means  universally,  when  the  rest  of 
the  ovum  is  formed  externally  to  the  uterus 
in  the  ovary  or  tube,  the  tunica  decidua  be- 
comes organised  more  or  less  perfectly  in 
the  uterine  cavity,  where,  in  these  cases, 
the  rudiments  have  never  been  admitted ; 
and  hence  we  may  understand  clearly 
enough,  why  it  is  that  the  deciduous  vessels 
are  derived  not  from  the  foetus  but  from 
the  uterus,  they  being  supplied  from  that 
structure  by  which  it  is  originally  generated. 
If  we  observe  the  decidua  in  the  latter 
months  of  pregnancy,  we  find  that  it  is 
somewhat  thick  and  tender,  and  of  reticu- 
lated appearance,  presenting  a  sort  of  net- 
work visible  enough  upon  its  surface,  more 
especially  if  the  membraue  is  immersed  in 
water,  in  the  middle  months  of  pregnancy, 
the  thickness  is  still  more  remarkable  ;  and 
during  the  first  two  or  three  months,  the 
membrane  is  so  thick,  that  it  loses  entirely 
the  membranous  appearance,  and  resem- 
bles a  mass  of  flesh,  as  may  be  per- 
ceived in  the  specimen  which  I  here  circu- 
late. 1  have  already  observed,  that  it  is 
between  the  leaves  of  the  decidua  the  pla- 
centa is  interposed,  and  it  is  apparently  the 
blending  of  these  two  structures  which  gives 
rise  to  that  fleshy  and  massive  appearance 
to  which  I  have  just  adverted. 

The  principal  uses  of  the  tunica  decidua 
are  apparently  two  ;  it  forms  a  connexion 
between  the  other  parts  of  the  ovum  end 
uterus,  and  it  furnishes  a  bed  in  which  the 
structure  of  the  placenta  may  be  elaborated 
in  a  way  to  be  hereafter  explained. 

Chorion.— Interposed  between  the  tunica 
decidua  and  the  amuion,  the  true  chorion 
is  situated  ;  this  membrane  having  very  firw 
and  small  vessels  only,  particularly  iu  the 
human  ovum,  and  these  being  derived,  not 
from  the  uterus,  but  from  the  fa'tus  ;  for 
the  tunica  decidua  is  a  part  or  membrane  of 
the  mother,  but  the  chorion  is  a  part  or 
membrane  of  the  fu'tus,  iudeed  as  much  so 
as  its  arms,  legs,  or  head,  and  perhaps  of 
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more  importance  to  its  welfare  in  the  fa  tal 
state.  Hence  the  same  rudiment*  which 
form  the  frtus  form  also  the  chorion,  and 
hence  the  fatal  origin  of  the  vessels  of 
this  membrane  becomes  sufficiently  intelli- 
gible. In  its  sensible  properties,  the  cho- 
rion is  smooth,  thin,  and  semi-transparent, 
excepting  during-  the  earlier  weeks  of  ges- 
tation, when  it  is  covered  over  more  or 
less  completely  with  a  "fine  shag,  which 
gives  it  sometimes  the  appearance  of  plush, 
if  I  may  be  allowed  the  comparison  ;  and 
this  shag  is  found  to  be  nothing  more  than 
capillaries  of  the  umbilical  veins  and  arte- 
ries, so  that  in  truth  it  constitutes  the  vas- 
cular part  of  the  placenta.  This  fact  is 
proved  by  injections;  the  injection  of  the 
cord  fills  this  superficial  fringe.  It  is  further 
proved  and  illustrated  by  the  chorion  of  the 
sheep,  on  which  we  find  those  tassels  of  ves- 
sels formerly  demonstrated,  and  which  seem 
to  be  nothing  more  than  the  vascular  shag 
collected  into  small  knots,  instead  of  being 
regularly  dispersed  over  the  whole  surface 
of  the  membrane. 

I  know  not  whether  we  are  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  functions  of  the  chorion  ; 
but  the  most  probable  seems  to  be  that  of 
generating  those  capillaries,  and  assisting, 
therefore,  most  importantly  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  vascular  part  of  the  placenta. 
Preparations  of  both  these  membranes,  the 
decidua  and  chorion  I  mean,  shall  now  he 
sent  round.  Hero  is  the  uterus,  with  the 
three  membranes  annexed,  the  decidua,  the 
choriou,  and  the  amnion.  You  may  perceive, 
that  the  amnion  and  chorion  contain  no  in- 
jection, but  both  the  decidua  and  uterus  are 
full ;  both  being  supplied  with  vessels  from 
the  same  source. 

The  flocky  appearance  of  the  decidua  in 
the  earlier  months  is  demonstrated  in  the 
preparatiou  I  now  exhibit ;  and  its  dispo- 
sition to  separate  into  layers,  and  the  deli- 
cate reticulations  before  mentioned,  may  be 
noted  without  difficulty. 

In  this  preparation,  which  is  of  the  hu- 
man ovum,  the  tunica  decidua  has  been  re- 
moved, so  that  the  membrane  on  which  the 
eye  falls  is  the  chorion— smooth,  thin,  nnd 
in  a  great  measure  transparent,  as  before 
described  to  you. 

Here  is  the  chorion  of  the  sheep,  with 
the  vessels  separated  into  knots  or  tassels ; 
they  are  injected,  and  the  injectiou  was 
thrown  into  them  by  the  umbilical  cord. 

The  remaining  preparations  show  the 
fringe  covering  the  chorion  during  the  ear- 
lier weeks,  in  some  of  them  universally,  in 
others  topically ;  the  resemblance  to  the 
vascular  tassels  on  the  sheep's  chorion  is 
very  obvious. 

Amnion. — The  ovum,  I  have  observed 
already,  is  composed  of  three  membranes; 


the  amnion,  or  third  membmne,  lying  in- 
ternally,  and  being  spread  out  over  the 
surface  of  the  chorion  and  of  the  placenta. 
This  membrane  is  remarkable  throughout 
pregnaucy  for  its  thinness,  density,  and  a 
transparency  like  that  of  glass.  That  it 
secretes  the  liquor  amnii,  there  seems  to 
be  little  doubt;  and  it  is  for  this  pur* 
pose,  probably,  that  it  is  mainly  intended, 
though  in  conjunction  with  the  other  two 
membranes,  the  chorion  more  especially,  it 
assists  in  giving  that  strength  to  the  ovum 
which  is  so  essential  to  the  security  of  the 
child.  The  human  amnion,  so  far  as  I  know, 
has  never  been  visibly  injected,  though  the 
attempt  has  been  many  times  made,  the  failure 
probably  arising  from  the  extreme  minuteness 
of  the  vessels ;  but  in  animals,  as  the  cat 
and  dog,  for  example,  these  membranes  may 
be  injected  with  facility,  the  injection  being 
thrown  in  by  the  umbilical  cord.  The  am- 
nion, like  the  chorion,  is  an  integral  part  of 
the  foetus,  being  formed  from  the  same  ru- 
diments ;  and  we  find  accordingly,  from  our 
injections  iu  brutes,  that  it  is  from  the  frctus 
that  the  blood-vessel*  of  the  amnion  are  de- 
rived. By  injecting  the  vessels  of  the  uterus, 
therefore,  you  cannot  inject  the  amnion  even 
in  animals  ;  to  fill  its  vascular  system,  you 
must  throw  the  injection  into  the  cord.  A 
preparation  of  the  amnion  I  here  show  you ; 
it  is  very  firm,  and  may  contribute  a  good 
deal  to  the  strength  of  the  ovum. 

Formation  of  the  Placenta. — Having  said 
thus  much  respecting  the  th  ree  membranes 
of  the  ovum,  I  may  now  proceed  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  way  in  which  the 
placenta  is  supposed  to  be  produced,  a 
subject  on  which  I  forbore  to  enlarge, 
when  treating  expressly  of  this  organ,  as 
in  that  stage  of  our  information  the 
formation  of  the  placenta  could  not  have 
been  readily  understood,  a  preliminary 
knowledge  of  the  membranes  being  re- 
quired. The  placenta  appears  to  be  con- 
stituted of  two  principal  parts — a  large  as- 
semblage of  vessels,  and  a  large  assemblage  of 
cells ;  and  the  manner  in  which  those  two 
parts  of  the  placenta  are  supposed  to  be 
produced,  may  be  best  explained  by  meana 
of  a  graphic  illustration.  Under  the  stimu- 
lus of  impregnation,  the  uterus  is  supposed 
to  secrete  a  quantity  of  gelatinous  mate- 
rial, by  which  the  inner  membrane  of  the 
uterus  becomes  completely  invested,  and 
this  afterwards  becomes  the  tunica  decidua. 
As  generation  proceeds,  the  inner  membrane 
of  the  uterus  seems  to  throw  oft'  into  the 
gelatinous  decidua  a  considerable  number  of 
vessels,  and,  indeed,  this  admits  of  proof, 
because,  if  you  take  an  ovum  with  the  ute- 
rus adherent,  on  laying  it  open,  and  detach- 
ing the  membrane,  you  may  see  the  vessels 
which  shoot  from  the  one  surface  to  the 
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other.  Again,  it  is  further  imagined,  that 
those  small  vessels  shooting  into  the  ovum, 
elaborate  there  the  cellular  part  of  the  pla- 
centa ;  and  this  opinion,  if  true,  (and  its 
truth  is  highly  probable,)  may  explain  to 
us  why  it  is  that  the  cells  are  in  free  com- 
munication with  the  uterus  during  gestation, 
and  why  the  maternal  blood  flows  through 
those  cells  so  abundantly ;  for  it  is  from 
ber  substance  that  they  are  formed,  and  the 
cellular  portion  of  the  placenta  is  not  a  part 
of  the  fetus,  but  of  its  parent.  But  to 
proceed:  in  the  Baine  manner  as  tbe  inner 
membrane  of  the  womb  throws  its  vessels 
into  tbe  decidua,  a  large  number  of  vessels 
are  also  thrown  off  into  the  same  membrane 
by  the  chorion ;  and  by  this  membrane  ap- 
parently it  is,  that  the  vascular  part  of  the 
placenta  is  formed.  All  this  appears  to  be 
going  forward  in  the  gelatinous  material 
secreted  by  the  uterus ;  in  the  very  sub- 
stance of  which  material,  as  shown  by  this 
drawing,  these  cells  and  vessels  become 
formed  ;  and  this,  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner,  enables  us  to  explain  why  it  is  that 
the  placenta  is  lodged  between  those  layers, 
or  lamella?,  of  the  decidua,  before  demon- 
strated, for  it  is  of  this  gelatinous  material, 
which  receives  the  cells  and  vessels  into  its 
substance,  that  the  decidua  ultimately  con- 
sists. Thus,  then,  it  appears,  that  the  hu- 
man placenta,  like  that  of  the  ruminating 
animal,  consists  of  two  organs  combined — 
the  one  the  cellular,  formed  by  the  men- 
struating membrane,  like  the  uterine  ex- 
crescences  of  the  ruminating  animal,  a  por- 
tion of  the  mother ;  the  other,  the  vascular, 
formed  by  the  chorion,  like  the  tassels  of 
the  ruminating  animals — a  portion  of  tbe 
fetus,  indeed,  nothing  more  than  the  ramifi- 
cations of  the  umbilical  arteries  and  veins. 
Of  these  structures,  both  become  formed  in 
the  substance  of  gelatinous  consistency  se- 
creted by  the  uterus,  and  of  which  afterwards 
the  decidua  consists. 

In  the  earlier  months  of  pregnancy,  be- 
sides the  decidua,  chorion,  and  amnion,  there 
is  yet  a  fourth  membrane,  to  which,  as  you 
may  recollect,  I  adverted  at  the  outset, — 1 
mean  tbe  tunica  decidua  reflexa.  Jf  taking 
an  ovum  about  two  months  old,  you  wash 
it  and  lay  it  in  water,  you  may  then  see  dis- 
tinctly a  membrane,  thick,  flocky,  and  lace- 
rable— the  decidua  uteri ;  and  if  you  dissect 
this  away,  you  next  exhibit  the  tunica  decidua 
reflexa  ;  removing  the  reflexa,  you  find  the 
chorion,  and  beneath  this  the  amnion.  Ob- 
serve the  preparation.  Now  it  is  remark- 
able, that  if  the  ovum  be  examined  about 
the  third  or  fourth  month,  we  find  that  the 
reflexa  is  either  wholly,  or  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, vanished,  the  reason  of  which  appears 
to  be,  that  about  this  time  the  reflexa  itself 
ceases  to  grow,  though  the  growth  of  the 
ovum  continues,  and  thu3  this  membrane 


becomes  more  and  more  stretched,  or  at- 
tenuated, till  at  length  it  vanishes  com- 
pletely, or  small  vestiges  of  it  alone  re- 


The  mode  in  which  the  decidua  uteri  re- 
flexa appear  to  be  formed,  may  be  best 
illustrated  by  drawing,  but  for  the  accuracy 
of  those  opinions  I  dare  not  venture  to  vouch. 
(Dr.  Blundell  explained  himself  by  a  dia- 
gram, and  then  proceeded). 

It  is  said  that  the  gelatinous  material 
may  go  on  accumulating  within  the  cavity 
of  the  uterus,  till  the  rudiments,  which  are 
entered  from  the  fallopian  tube,  become 
completely  imbedded  in  it,  so  as  to  lie  be- 
low the  surface.  These  rudiments,  how- 
ever, possessing  the  vital  principle,  and 
deriving  nourishment  from  the  surrounding 
parts,  grow,  and,  becoming  bigger,  they 
spread  out  that  portion  of  the  gelatinous 
material  which  was  lying  over  their  sur- 
face, so  that,  as  you  see  in  the  drawing, 
another  membrane  begins  to  form  in  this 
manner,  the  decidua  uteri  being  doubled 
back  upon  itself,  this  reflexion  becoming 
more  and  more  apparent  as  the  growth  of 
the  ovum  is  proceeding.  The  use  of  the  re- 
flexia  is  unknown ;  it  has  been  supposed 
that  it  may  assist  in  fixing  the  ovum,  when 
small,  in  the  uterus;  and  hence  it  is  said, 
the  cessation  of  its  growth,  and  its  ultimate 
disappearance,  when  the  ovum  has  attained 
bulk  sufficient  to  prevent  its  slipping  from 
the  uterus. 

In  the  ovum  of  the  puppy  we  meet  with 
a  membrane  called  the  tunica  erythroides, 
very  delicate  and  vascular,  communicating 
with  the  mesentery  by  the  artery  and  vein, 
already  demonstrated;  what  is  the  use  of 
this  membrane,  however,  1  am  unable  to 
explain.  In  the  ovum  of  the  calf  we  meet 
with  a  large  membranous  bag,  the  aluntois, 
as  it  is  called,  holding  many  pints  of  water — 
two  or  three  gallons  when  distended — and 
communicating  with  the  bladder  by  means 
of  the  urachus  before  shown.  In  the  human 
ovum  we  sometimes  find  a  little  hag,  about 
as  big  as  a  pea,  aud  which  always  lies  near 
the  margin  of  the  placenta,  this  bag  con- 
taining within  it  a  little  coagulated  mass, 
the  use  of  which  is  unknown.  This  small 
cyst  is  denominated  the  vesicula  umbili- 
culis,  and  what  may  be  the  use  of  this  vesi- 
cle has  not  been  ascertained  ;  it  seems  to 
be  more  analogous  to  the  tunica  erythroides 
of  the  puppy  than  to  the  allantois  of  the 
calf,  to  which  it  has  been  likened,  and  the 
rather,  because  a  filament,  divisible  into 
two  more  delicate,  may  be  traced  down 
from  the  vesicle  to  tbe  fetal  mesentery,  the 
filaments  apparently  representing  the  om- 
phnlo-mesenteric  arteries  und  vein.  From 
i  Professor  Mayer,  of  Bohn,  I  first  learnt, 
j  that  with  proper  care  this  membrane  may 
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be  detected,  not  only  in  the  curlier,  but  in 
the  latter  months.  It  seems  not  to  be  much 
larger  in  the  end  of  pregnancy  than  in  the 

commencement.    Observe  the  specimens. 

Liquor  jfmmi. — The  membranes  ore  rilled 
with  a  fluid  varying  much  in  its  quantity, 
consisting  sometimes  of  a  few  ounces,  and 
sometimes  of  several  gallons,  but,  on  an 
average,  measuring  from  half  a  pint  to  a  pint, 
and  this,  which  forms  our  first  element,  is 
called  the  liquor  amnii.  When  the  liquor 
amnii  is*  unusually  sparing  in  its  quantity,  I 
know  not  that  any  inconvenience  arises  from 
that  circumstance  ;  but  when  there  is  too 
much  of  it,  then  you  have  that  dropsy  of  the 
ovum  of  which  I  formerly  took  occasion  to 
treat,  and  whioh  is  most  effectually  relieved 
by  puncturing  the  membranes.  Tbe'orhce 
which  the  liquor  amnii  discharges  appears 
to  be  very  important ;  in  the  first  place  it 
a  fiords  the  foetus  a  yielding  medium,  in 
which  it  moves  about  with  ease ;  for, 
if  the  liquor  amnii  had  been  wanting,  we 
should  then  have  been  fettered  in  our 
earliest  formation,  by  the  fibres  of  the 
uterus ;  again,  facts  prove  that  this  liquor, 
somehow  or  other,  defends  us  from  the  de- 
structive pressure  of  the  uterus,  which,  but 
for  the  action  of  the  water,  would  crush  us 
w  you  may  perceive  it  has  done  the  foetus 
exhibited ;  for,  in  case  of  twins,  the  Actus, 
which  lodges  in  an  unbroken  bag,  remains 
unhurt,  though  its  companion,  if  the  mem- 
branes burst,  may,  at  the  same  time,  be 
crushed  by  the  pressure  of  the  same  uterus, 
which,  owing  to  the  protection  of  the  water, 
inflicts  no  injury  on  the  other  child.  Thirdly, 
in  the  progress  of  delivery,  the  water,  in 
conjunction  with  the  involuera,  forms  a  sort 
of  wedge,  which,  playing  in  the  os  uteri,  lays 
it  open,  and,  of  course,  expedites  the  de- 
livery. You  will  observe,  accordingly,  that 
when  there  are  pains,  the  bag  is  forced  into 
the  mouth  of  the  womb,  pressing  gently 
upon  the  margins,  aud  acting  expansively, 
like  a  dilator,  whence  the  necessity  of  a 
rule  formerly  laid  down — I  mean,  that  we 
should  leave  the  disruption  of  the  mem- 
branes to  nuture— or,  at  all  events,  that 
we  should  take  care  that  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  be  fully  opened,  before  we  have  re- 
course to  any  artificial  means  for  layiug 
open  the  bag. 

I  have  said  that  a  principal  use  of  the 
liquor  amnii  is  the  protectiou  of  the  foetus 
from  the  effect  of  the  uterus ;  and  this  is 
best  proved  from  the  consequence  of  a  pre- 
mature discharge  of  the  water.  Here  are 
three  foetuses  that  have  been  crushed  iu  this 
manner,  like  thousands  before  them  ;  aud  it 
deserves  especial  remark,  that,  in  one  of 
these  cases,  the  crushed  foetus  was  a  twin, 
the  other  child,  its  fellow,  enclosed  in  a 
separate  bog,  but  eubjected  to  the  pressure 


of  the  same  uterus,  escaping  iu  consequence 
of  being  protected  by  the  water  of  the  ovum. 
Conceive  to  yourselves  an  egg  lodged  in 
the  centre  of  a  bladder  filled  with  water ; 
while  secured  in  this  manner,  external 
pressure  would  not  injure  it ;  but  should  the 
bladder  burst,  and  the  water  flow,  the  egg 
beiug  no  longer  protected,  might  be  crushed 
by  the  same  pressure  which  it  before  sus- 
tained without  injury;  and  thus,  perhaps, 
it  is  with  the  foetus  in  the  midst  of  the 
liquor  amnii. 

It  has  been  asserted,  that  the  liquor 
amnii  nourishes  the  foetus ;  but  to  this 
opinion  I  cannot  accede,  and  ou  these 
grounds  :  first,  where  children  are  born  in  a 
perfectly  healthy  state,  the  liquor  amnii  is 
sometimes  found  to  be  fcetid  ;  secondly,  the 
foetus,  as  you  observe  in  the  glass  at  the 
comer  of  the  table,  sometimes  consists 
merely  of  the  lower  parts  of  tho  body — the 
legs,  pelvis,  and  ports  immediately  con- 
tiguous, all  the  rest  of  its  structure  being 
wanting,  and  yet  those  foetuses  are  nourish- 
ed. Now  it  is  clear  that  such  monsters 
cannot  swallow  and  digest  the  liquor  amnii, 
for  they  have  no  apparatus  for  digesting, 
nor  sny  organ  for  swallowing.  Again,  it 
happens  now  and  then  that  the  liquor  amnii 
is  discharged  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
before  the  birth  of  the  child;  and  I  believe 
cases  have  occurred  where  the  umbilical 
cord  has  hung  a  little  way  through  the  os 
uteri,  showing  clearly  that  the  bag  was 
open,  and  empty  of  the  liquor,  and  yet  the 
foetus  has  been  plump,  and  well  nourished 
at  birth,  which  could  not  have  been  had  the 
nourishment  of  the  child  depended  on  the 
liquor  amnii.  So  that  not  to  push  this  point 
any  further,  on  all  these  grounds,  as  chil- 
dren may  remain  in  utero  lor  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  after  the  discharge  of  the  liquor 
airtnii,  and  be  nourished  very  well ;  a& 
healthy  children  may  be  born  where  the 
liquor  amnii  is  fevtid  ;  aud  as  you  may  have 
monsters  without  mouths  or  digestive  or. 
gans,  perfectly  well  nourished— notwith- 
standing, 1  think,  it  cannot  be  said  the 
liquor,  amnii*  nourishes  the  fectus.  Add  to 
this — that  if  you  evaporate  a  table-spoon- 
ful of  the  liquor,  you  may  find,  indeed,  that 
it  contains  a  little  solid  matter,  allied  to 
serum  iu  its  nature,  but  the  quantity  is  very 
small.  Remember,  too,  that  from  the  place 
where  it  accumulates,  the  liquor  must  bo 
formed  either  by  the  amnion,  the  cord,  or 
the  foetus,  strictly  so  called— its  skin,  ila 
kiunies,  or  some  other  part.  Now,  which 
ever  of  these  organs  produce  the  liquor, 
they  are  all  parti  of  the Jxtus ,  mid  it  seems 
absurd  to  suppose  that  the  foetus  cau  be 
nourished,  and  grow  by  means  of  a  fluid 
which  it  secretes  from  its  own  vessels. 
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OK  THE  CIRCULATION  AND  RESPIRATION 
OF  THE  ANELIDES  ABRANCI1I. 

Is  the  sitting  of  the  Acadtmie  des  Sciences, 
on  the  <9th  of  September,  MM.  Cuvier, 
Duraeril,  and  Latreille,  made  a  very  favour- 
able report  on  M.  Duges's  memoir  on  this 
subject.  From  his  researches,  it  appears, 
that  in  the  naides  and  lumbrici,  the  blood  is 
carried  in  a  circle  round  the  longitudinal 
axis  of  the  body ;  in  the  dorsal  vessels  it 
mores  towards  the  head  ;  in  the  abdominal 
vcss«ls,  from  the  head  towards  the  posterior 
part  of  the  body.  Between  them  there  is  an 
intermediate  system  formed  of  vesicles, 
which  are  covered  on  their  external  and  in* 
ternal  surfaces  by  a  very  fine  net-work  of 
vessels,  by  which  respiration  seems  to  be 
performed.  In  the  hirudines,  the  circula- 
tory motion  is  round  the  vertical  axis  ;  each 

sonary 
from,  and 
vessel. 


and  sensibility,  and  the  nse  of  the  arm  was 

almost  completely  lost.  In  a  third  case  the 
dislocated  shoulder  was  reduced  thirty* 
eight  days  after  the  accident ;  immediately 
after  the  operation,  emphysema  supervened 
over  the  arm,  and  a  great  part  of  the  back  ; 
very  soon  afterwards  violent  headach  and 
hemiplegia  ensued,  and  prored  fatal  on  the 
twelfth  day.  On  examination,  the  brachial 
plexus  was  found  extensively  lacerated  ;  at 
the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  cervical  and 
first  dorsal  vertebrae,  the  spinal  cord  was 
swelled,  softened,  and  of  a  reddish  brown 
colour.  In  the  fourth  case,  the  reduction 
was  followed  by  an  enormous  painful  swell- 
of  the  extremity,  the  arm  could  never 


in 


pulmonary  vesicle  also  receives  a  branch 
a  branch  to,  the  lateral 


REMARKABLE  CASE  OP  RABIES  IN  A  WOLF. 

A  she-wolf  was  lately  killed  in  the  De- 
pa  dement  d«  la  Meurthe,  apparently  with 
oil  the  symptoms  of  rabies,  after  having 
bitten  about  thirty  sheep,  a  dog.  and  two 
men  ;  its  viscera,  on  exa*  nation,  were 
found  in  a«  healthy  state,  except  the  intesti- 
nal canal,  the  mucous  membrane  of  which 
was  violently  inflamed.  As  the  two  wounded 
persons,  Que  of  whom  was  most  shocking- 
ly lacerated,  got  perfectly  well,  it  would 
seem  that  the  animal  wu  not  labouring 
under  true  rabies,  and  that  its  fury  was  pro- 
duced merely  from  the  irritation  of  the  in- 
testines. A  very  remarkable  circumstance 
in  the-  examination  of  the  animal  was,  that  a 
niu*ket-baU  was  fouud  imbedded  in  the 
substance  of  the  heart,  and  covered  by  a 
whitish  and  very  firm  cicatrix.— La  Ciinique. 


ON  SEVERAL  CASES  OF  DISLOCATION,  WHERE 
THE  ATTEMPTS  AT  REDUCTION  WERE 
PRODUCTIVE  OF    VERY  SERIOUS  INJURY. 

In  the  Repertoire  d'duatomie  et  Phyuologie, 
M.  i'aubert,  surgeon  to  the  Hotel  Dieu  at 
liouen,  gives  some  very  interesting  cases  of 
dislocation  ;  ia  one  of  them  the  atte  mpts  to 
reduce  the  dislocated  joint  produced  n  rup- 
ture of  the  axillary  artery,  gangrene,  and, 
subsequently,  the  death  of  the  patient;  in 
another  hemiplegia  ensued,  most  likely  in 
consequence  of  extravasation  in  the  brui.i, 
from  the  effort*  n»ed  in  reduction  ;  the  para- 
lysis gradually  diminished,  hut  Die  lower 
extremity  never  recovered  its  natural  heat 


be  used,  and  the.  fingers  only  retained  a  very 
small  degree  of  sensibility  and  motion.  In 
J  a  case  of  dislocated  hip,  the  reduction  was 
'  made  very  soon  after  the  accident,  and  the 
|  head  of  the  femur  was  very  distinctly  heard 
to  slip  into  the  cotyloid  cavity;  the  patient 
died,  however,  five  days  after  the  operation. 
The  anterior  and  exterior  part  of  the  hip 
was  found  ecchymosed  ;   the  pyramidalis, 
gemelli,  audqundratus  femoris,  the  capsule 
and  ligamentum  teres  were  ruptured,  and 
the  cavity  of  the  joint  fiHed  with  pus.  In 
this  case,  the  fatal  termination  was  appa- 
rently rather  the  result  of  the  dislocation, 
than  of  the  reduction  ;  the  observations, 
•  however,  of  M.  Foubert,  show  how  cauti- 
'  ously  the  attempts  at  reduction  might  to  be 
made,  and  ho*  necessary  it  is  to  consider 
whether  n  sufficient  extending  force  can  be 
used,  without  inflicting  serious  injury  on 
the  patient. 
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 ridentem  diccre  virum 

Quid  vctat  ?  Hon. 

"  Wf.  were  now,"  says  Dr.  Johnson,  in  his 
Journey  to  the  Hebrides,  "  treading  that 
illustrious  island  which  was  once  the  semi'!' 
narv  of  the  Culedouian  regions,  wheuce 
roving  clans,  and  savage  barbarians,  de- 
rived the  benefits  of  knowledge,  and  the 
blessings  of  religion.  I  bis  island,  which 
was  once  the  metropolis  of  learning  and 
piety,  has  now  no  school  for  education,  or 
temple  for  worship.  That  man,''  he  conti- 
nues, in  a  tone  of  sublime  sentiment  worthy 
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of  its  author, "  is  little  to  be  envied,  whose 
patriotism  would  not  gain  force  on  the 
plains  of  Marathon,  or  whose  piety  would 
not  grow  warm  among  the  ruins  of  Iona. 
Perhaps,  in  the  revolution  of  ages,  Iona 
may  be  some  time  again  the  instructress  of 
the  western  regions!"  Who,  in  this  de- 
scriptive prediction  of  the  fate  of  Iona,  does 
not  see  the  three  stages  of  bloom,  decay, 
and  regeneration,  which  the  literary  repu- 
tation of  Ireland  has  undergone  1  —  that 
country  to  which  Iona  itself  is  indebted  for 
its  founder  and  its  fame.  The  first  to  dif- 
fuse the  light  of  learning  through  the  isles, 
it  became  the  Iona  of  scientific  recollec- 
tions, amidst  whose  ruins  the  philosopher 
wept,  and  is  now  again,  in  the  fulness  of 
time,  restored  to  the  honourable  ascendancy 
of  being  that  •«  School  of  the  West,"  which 
it  was  called  by  Dr.  Johnson,  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  O'Connor,  the  historian  of  Belle- 
negane. 

Persons  superficially  read,  and  still  less 
observant,  have  been  strangely  puzzled  to 
account  for  the  sudden  supremacy  which 
the  schools  of  Ireland  have  lately  attained 
over  their  competitors.  They  cannot  con- 
ceive, poor  blind  mortals,  how  pupils  from 
civilized  countries  can,  in  the  face  of  bar- 
barism and  insurrection,  venture  to  live 
in  Ireland.  Now,  if  they  only  recollected 
the  hint  implied  in  Dr.  Johnson's  prophecy 
of  Iona,  they  might  at  once  perceive  that 
what  happened  once  may  happen  again. 
"William  of  Malmesbury,  too,  could  have 
informed  them,  that,  about  1000  years  ago, 
"  Students  resorted  from  England  to  Ire- 
land in  such  crowds  as  to  require  whole 
fleets  to  carry  them  over ;  Ireland  being 
then  a  blooming  country  of  scholars,  whose 
students  you  might  as  well  enumerate  as 
reckon  the  stars  of  the  sky."  Put  "  cor- 
raghs,"  constructed  of  wicker-work  and 
horse-skin,  for  our  steam-boats, — and  stu- 
dents in  arts  for  medical  pupils, — and  what 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  studious  in- 
tercourse of  Ireland  and  its  neighbours  ?  so 
true  is  the  exclamation  of  Solomon,  that 
"  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun!" 
So  far  were  the  students  of  those  times, 
more  than  those  of  the  present  day,  from 
being  deterred  from  visiting  Ireland,  that 
Bede,  the  father  of  British  history,  repre- 
sents its  inhabitants  to  have  been  then, 
what,  we  can  assure  our  calumniators,  they 
are  still — "  Gens  innoxia,  et  nationi  An- 
glorum  semper  amioissima !"  Alas!  that 
the  innocence  and  the  love  should  have 
been  all  upon  one  side, — the  hatred  and  the 
guilt  on  the  other!  But  we  must  not  wan- 
der from  proofs  to  politics.  So  fashionable 
was  it  for  pupils  to  come  to  Ireland  in  those 
days,  just  as  they  do  now,  that  the  usual 
answer  to  inquiries  after  one  being  missed 
from  home,  was—"  Amandatus  est  ad  Hi- 


berniam  ;"  or,  as  it  is  more  elegantly  ex- 
pressed by  the  poetical  biographer  of  Sul- 
genus — 

"  Exeiuplo  patrum  commotus,  amore  le- 
gend i, 

"  Ivit  ad  Hibernos,  sophia  mirabile  claros." 

One  essential  difference,  indeed,  there  was 
in  the  circumstances  of  this  studious  immi- 
gration,— that  the  pupils  were  fed,  clothed, 
and  educated,  gratuitously,  by  the  Irish  ;  a 
fact  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  point 
out,  as  the  national  hospitality  has  cer- 
tainly degenerated  so  far,  that  it  may  not 
be  prudent  to  venture  over  without  a  trifle 
of  money  now.   For  this  important  infor- 
mation we  are  indebted  to  George  Lord 
Lyttleton.  who  says:  —  "We  learn  from 
Bede,  that,  about  the  seventh  century, 
numbers,  both  of  the  noble  and  second  rank 
of  English,  left  their  country  for  Ireland,  to 
study  there  ;  and  all  these,  he  affirms,  the 
Irish  most  willingly  received  and  maintained 
at  their  own  charge  ;  supplying  them  with 
books,  and  being  their  teachers,  without 
fee  or  reward ! "    Yet  is  it  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise, with  the  ignorant  calumniators  of  Ire- 
land, that  pupils  should  resort  there  j  and 
that  the  descendants  of  men  who  were  sus- 
ceptible of  the  most  enlightened  generosity 
recorded  in  the  history  of  any  nation,  should 
not  only  establish  schools  at  home,  but  still 
send  missionary  professors,  by  dozens,  to 
England  at  the  present  time.   Let  us  but 
just  touch  these  delusions  with  the  magic 
wand  of  history,  and  mark  how  they  vanish 
like  the  mists  before  the  morning  sun. 
Wonderful  wonder,  indeed,  that  Irishmen 
should  still  be  the  founders  of  schools  at 
home  and  abroad  !  Why,  the  three  greatest 
British  universities  have  been  founded  by 
Irishmen,  and  several  on  the  Continent. 
Johannes  Caius,  in  his  "  Cantabrigiensia 
Academies  Antiquitates,"  positively  asserts, 
that  our  illustrious  ancestor,  "  Johannes 
Scotus  Erigena,  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  academy  of  Cambridge  ; "  Fabius  Ethel- 
wardus,  and  the  Saxon  annals  quoted  by 
Usher,  state,  that  "  three  Irishmen  came 
over,  in  the  year  891,  to  Alfred — DufHanus 
first,  Macbacthus  second,  and  Magilmumi- 
nus  third, — to  superintend  the  three  first 
colleges  in  Oxford     and  it  is  quite  a  mis- 
taken notion,  to  suppose  that  Trinity  Col. 
lege,  Dublin,  was  established  by  Queen 
Elizabeth,  for  it  had  been  founded,  long  be- 
fore her  reign,  by  Alexander  Bignor,  Arch- 
bishop of  Dublin,  and  confirmed  by  Pope 
Innocent  XXII.    The  French,  indeed,  have 
the  candour  to  admit,  that  their  Univer- 
sity of  Paris  was  instituted  by  Irishmen, 
as  well  as  several  of  the  continental  semi- 
naries of  education.    Thus  we  find  the  com- 
piler Moreri,  so  highly  complimented  by 
Boyle,  asserting,  that  ««  Ireland  has  given 
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the  most  distinguished  professors  to  the 
most  famous  universities  of  Europe— as 
Claudius  Clements  to  Paris,  Albuinus  to 
Pima,  and  Erigena,  our  namesake,  to  Ox- 
ford." To  this  honourable  testimony  we 
are  happy  to  add  the  authority  of  Mosheim, 
who  says  : — "  The  learned  men  of  Ireland 
discharged,  with  the  highest  reputation, 
the  functions  of  Doctors,  {mark  that),  in 
Prance,  Italy,  and  Germany  ;"  and  also  of 
Scaliger  the  younger,  who  writes : — "  For 
200  years  after  Charlemagne,  all  the  truly 
learned  men  were  from  li eland."  Iu  the 
same  spirit,  we  find  Henricus  Ariatisiodo- 
rensis  writing  to  Charles  the  Bald  :— 
"  Why  should  I  mention  all  Ireland,  with 
its  crowd  of  philosophers,  despising  the  dan- 
gers of  the  sea,  and  flocking  to  our  shores? " 

In  one  particular,  indeed,  we  fall  short 
of  our  ancestors  in  the  number  of  our 
authors,  for  we  are  informed  by  Sir  James 
Ware,  that  there  were,  from  the  5th  to  the 
16th  century,  156  Irish  writers  ;  and  the 
10th  age  was  called  the  "  saeculum  obscu- 
rant et  infelix,"  on  account  of  the  few  emi- 
meut  men  it  produced.  Where,  then,  is  the 
wonder  that  our  Abernethys,  our  Lardners, 


Like  a  new-made  planet,  hurled  into  : 
by  the  hand  of  Omnipotence,  —  "  parvi$ 
compone  magna," — it  has  shone  on  through 
time  with  unclouded  splendour  among  its 
associates  of  the  scholastic  zodiac  of  Dublin* 
It  has  certainly  the  merit  of  great  simplicity 
of  construction  ;  and  singleness  of  purpose, 
without  being  obstructed  in  its  movements 
by  a  complexity  of  objects,  and  a  multitude 
of  teachers.  Anatomy,  physiology,  surgery, 
and  pathology,  are  the  only  sciences  taught; 
and  are  not  these  quite  enough  to  be  taught 
in  one  private  school?  We  confess,  we 
think  that  Mr.  Kirby's  imitators  have  not 
acted  wisely,  in  attempting  to  unite  the 
tuition  of  every  branch  of  medical  science 
in  their  schools ;  for  they  have  but  encum- 
bered themselves  with  numbers,  without 
increasing,  in  many  instances,  their  strength. 
Mr.  Kirby,  it  is  true,  must  be  considered 
"  a  host  in  himself,"  and  needed  not  the 
adventitious  aid  of  a  long  train  of  scientific 
sutlers  to  his  establishment,  in  order  to 
make  a  show ;  while  the  peculiarity  of  his 
manner,  and  the  felicitousness  of  his  elocu- 
tion, render  the  task  of  learning,  from  him, 
less  a  toil  than  a  pleasure.    In  our  early 


Bennets,  Quains,  and  Dermots,  cum  multis  j  days,  when  our  young  blood  made  us,  per- 
aliit,  should  still  be  the  instructors  of  Eng-  haps,  more  chivalrous  than  prudent,  we 
land  ?  and  that  Ireland,  whose  very  soil  is  tilted  off  some  of  the  more  gaudy  trappings 
made  up  of  the  ditritus  of  Parnassus,  and  the  of  Mr.  Kirby  ;  but  we  always  conceded  to 
mould  of  philosophers,  and  whose  very  him  the  possession  of  sterling  abilities  and 


atmosphere  hss  been  inspiration  to  its  in- 
habitants, should  now,  resurgent  from  its 
ashes,  realize  the  phenomenon  of  that  bird 
of  Asiatic  fiction,  from  whose  remains  an 
offspring  is  reproduced,  with  all  the  beauty 
and  attributes  of  its  parent?  But  what,  it 
may  be  inquired,  has  all  this  vain  parade  of 
antiquarian  lore  to  do  with  the  subject  in- 
dicated in  the  title  of  this  paper  ?  We  may 
answer  this  impertinent  interrogatory  in 
the  Irish  way,  by  asking,  in  our  turn,  what 
was  it  that  gave  the  preceding  superiority 
to  Ireland,  and  what  has  done  so  again  ? 
We  answer,  Private  Schools  made  Ire- 
land the  "  Island  of  Saints  :"  they  have  now 
made  it  the  "  Island  of  Doctors ;"  and  for 
this  inestimable  blessing,  we  are  most  cer- 
tainly indebted  to  John  Timothy  Kiiibv, 
ou  the  dome  of  whose  theatre,  in  Peter 
Street,  we  shall,  with  the  reader's  permis- 
sion, pitch  our  telescope,  while  making  a 
critical  survey  of  the  private  schools  of 
Dublin. 

Peter-Street  School,  the  first,  we  believe, 
established  in  Dublin,  as  late  as  1810,  still 
continues  to  maintain  a  numerical  superio- 
rity of  pupils  over  its  junior  cotemporaries, 
and  a  higher  place  in  public  estimation. 
The  impulse  of  talent  and  vitality  commu- 
nicated in  the  "  nisut  formation"  of  its 
birth,  still  invigorates  its  maturer  years, 


much  useful  information.  And,  after  all, 
though  these  eccentricities  are  fair  food  for 
characteristic  delineation,  it  is  possible  that, 
without  such  qualities,  his  talents  might 
never  have  become  so  extensively  useful. 
Genius,  without  artifice  to  buoy  it  into  po- 
pularity, often  perishes  in  the  husk ;  while, 
possessed  of  this  extensive  quality,  it  dif- 
fuses its  beneficial  influence  to  all  around  it ; 
like  those  seeds  furnished  by  Nature  with 
wings  of  down,  which,  wafting  them  into 
the  air,  beautify  the  surrounding  fields,  and 
furnish  food,  both  to  bird  and  bee,  by  their 
fruit  and  flowers.  It  is  more  than  probable, 
that,  in  our  profession  at  least,  some  such 
buoy  is  indispensably  necessary  to  float  me- 
rit into  notoriety  -,  the  distorted  vision  of 
our  artificial  society  being  no  longer  able, 
or  indeed  inclined,  to  discover  ability  in  its 
naturally  unpresuming  retreat,— like  the 
pearl  in  its  humble  shell.  We  are,  at  nil 
events,  pretty  certain  that,  had  not  Mr. 
Kirby's  gold  been  combined  with  a  little  of 
the  volatility  of  mercury,  it  could  never 
have  enriched  so  many ;  and  that  the  latter, 
alone,  could  never  have  been  circulated  so 
extensively  without  the  weight  and  worth 
of  the  former  metal.  Such  as  Mr.  Kirby 
was,  he  is  still,  in  person  and  accomplish- 
ments; for  we  can  by  no  means  agree  with 
"lose  who  conceive  that  his  beauty  has  been 


and  promises  a  perpetuity  of  its  original  injured  by  a  late  attack  of  strabismus;  on 
strength  and   soundness  of  constitution,  the  contrary,  the  obliquity  of  vision  pro 
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duced  by  it  has  improved  bis  appearance,  I  separated  fragments  from  this  mighty  pile, 
by  throwing  into  his  countenance  a  certain  and  committed  them  to  the  crucible  of  ex- 


degree  of  humorous  archness,  which  admi- 
rably consorts  with  certain  passaged  of  his 
lectures.  We  hare  some  suspicion,  indeed, 
that  Mr.  Khrby  has  discovered  the  elixir  of 
Paracelsus,  and  that  he  will  never  die.  Just 
as  all  Dublin  was  lately  looking  out  for  his 
professional  demise,  on  the  death  of  his  late 
partner,  Mr.  Daniel,  out  he  comes  in  a 
pamphlet  advertisement,  which  does  houour 


pertinent,  with  the  judicious  hope  of  be* 
ing  able  to  analyze  their  nature  in  this  more 
manageable  form.  Disease  of  the  skin,  for 
the  treatment  of  which  his  establishment 
bas  acquired  a  deserved  celebrity,  is  one  of 
those  subjects  which  he  has  thus  considered 
experimentally;  and  his  lectures  promise 
to  throw  much  light  on  the  obscure  nature 
of  thia  topic.   Besides  these  points  of  pa- 


to  that  fashionable  species  -of  literature,  thology,  which,  by  an  exclusive  attention  to 

announcing,  instead  of  hia  resignation,  his  them,  he  has  made  his  own,  in  some  tnea- 

intention  of  conducting  the  whole  establish-  sure,  in  Dublin,  his  laudable  zeal  prompts 

ment  by  himself.    There  can  be  no  doubt  him  to  test  the  doctrines  and  practice  of 

but,  from  the  versatility  of  hia  talents,  he  others,  as  they  come  before  the  public,  and 

would  have  been  fully  able  to'  perform  his  to  add  to  their  utility  by  some  improvements 

promise ;  but  his  subsequent  selection  of  e  of  his  own.    He  is  consequently  less  of  the 

partner  to  share  hia  toils,  happily  relieved  routine  practitioner,  and  keeps  up  with 

him  from  this  obligation.   In  Mr.  J-Ulis  he  the  rapidly-increaaing  intelligence  of  the 

has  found  all  the  advantages  which  exten-  day,  better,  perhaps,  than  any  of  his  con- 
sive  experience  in  private  teoohing,  unre-  j  temporaries  in  our  city.  Mr.  Wallace's 
milting  industry  in  the  study  and  practice  ]  various  and  numerous  contributions  to 
of  his  profession,  and  moat  respectable  ta 


medical  literature  will  bear  ua  out  in  this 
estimate  of  hia  character.  To  all  students 
who  sspire  beyond  the  application  of  their 
art,  who,  in  short,  would  extend  its  limits 
by  pathological  experiments,  and  learn  the 
proper  manner  of  conducting  them, — we 
would,  by  all  means,  recommend  an  ac- 
quaintance with  Mr.  Wallace  and  his  ex- 
cellent institution. 

How  we  should  have  been  so  long  looking 
out  for  the  Richmond  School,  and  not  have 
found  it,  appears  to  us  a  little  odd  ;  unless, 
indeed,  the  filth  and  smoke  among  which  it 
is  placed  should  have  obscured  our  teles- 
cope. Wre  have  now,  however,  a  very  dis- 
tinct view  of  this  bulky  object,  thanks  to  a 
rich  gleam  of  sunshine  that  has  just  dissi- 
pated the  darkness  around  it !  This  vast 
repository  of  science  snd  disease,  which  in 
the  extent  of  its  wards,  and  the  number  of 
its  teachers,  may  remind  the  Lnglish  stu- 
dent of  the  great  London  hospitsl  schools, 
has  a  mesn,  if  not  a  dreary  aspect  It  con* 
tains,  however,  within  itself,  vast  resources 
for  the  support  of  a  medical  school,  greater, 
undoubtedly,  than  any  other  place  of  the 
kind  in  Dublin.  One  way  or  other,  we  be- 
lieve, there  are  connected  with  it  about 
essentially  different  in  character  from  any  off  three  hundred  patients  ;  from  among  which. 


lents,  ean  bestow.  We  congratulate  Mr. 
Kirhy  on  the  selection  he  has  made ;  hut, 
indeed,  be  is  peculiarly  fortunate  in  finding 
partner*,  whether  professional  or  matrimo* 
nial.  The  demonstrators,  Mr.  Btenan,  and 
Mr.  Young,  sre  yet  untried  men  ;  should 
they  deserve  that  meed  of  approbation  which 
the  public  voice  has  already  conceded  to 
them,  and  which  their  appointment,  in 
some  measure,  justifies,  we  shull  he  happy 
to  record  the  realisation  of  these  hopes ;  for, 
of  sll  the  duties  which  fsll  to  our  critical 
lot,  that  of  twining  the  laurel  around  the 
brow  of  youthful  desert  is  the  most  grate- 
ful.  The  establishment  is  furnished  with  a 
considerable  museum,  an  useful  library, and, 
with  Mr.  Kirhy  at  its  head— 

"  Nil  desperandum,  auspice  Teucro." 

Turn  we  then  our  glass  across  the  water,  on 
Moore  Street  The  object  is  certainly  small, 
but  extremely  brilliant.  .Albeit  our  eyes  are 
weak,  and,  being  dazzled  by  its  splendour, 
we  shall  not  venture  on  a  simile  of  a  dia> 
mood,  minute,  and  highly  poliahed ;  but 
proceed  to  consider  it  as  a  medical  school, 
without  the  illustration  of  a  parallel.    It  ia 


the  other  private  schools  of  Dublin  ;  being 
smaller,  snd  conducted  principally  by  one 
individual,  Mr.  Wallace,  though  amply  com- 
pensating for  want  of  size,  by  the  talents 
of  its  proprietor,  and  the  objects  to  which 
he  directs  the  attention  of  his  pupils.  We 
know,  indeed,  no  professor  in  Duhliu,  who 
lias  struck  out  a  more  original  course  of 
cultivating  medicine,  or  on«  more  calcu- 
lated to  extend  its  boundaries,  thau  that 
adopted  by  Mr.  Wallace.  Instead  of  di- 
recting the  energies  of  his  mind  on  the 
great  mass  of  science  and  disease,  he  has 


that  pupil  must  certainly  he  an  epicure  in 
nosology,  who  could  not  select  appropriate 
objects  for  observation,  while  its  relation  to 
the  House  of  Industry  facilitates  a  constant 
supply  of  the  materials  for  anatomical  pur- 
suits, its  list  of  professors  seems  to  be 
ably  filled  up,  at  the  head  of  whom  is  Mr. 
Carmichael,  whose  name  conveys  a  higher 
panegyric  tha'n  even  now,  in  a  paroxysm  of 
admiration  of  all  the  private  schools  of  Dub~ 
lin,  we  are  able  to  indite.  With  Mr.  Keid, 
to  whom  a  part  of  the  surgical  course,  we 
perceive,  has  been  consigned,  the  readers 
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of  this  Journal  roust  be  acquainted,  through 
a  short  notice  of  him  in  our  sketch  of  Mer- 
cer's Hospital,  of  which  he  id  one  of  the 
surgeons  ;  so  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  renew 
here  the  favourable  impression  conveyed  of 
his  transcendent  merits  on  that  occasion. 
Attached  to  this  school,  as  professor  of 
chemistry  and  materia  medica,  there  is  an 
individual  of  very  rare  attainments  and  sin- 
gular manners,  of  the  name  of  Donovan. 
He  is  tho  only  exception  that  we  have  ever 
known  to  the  universal  ignorance  and 
worthlessness  of  that  body  to  which  he  be- 
longs— the  apothecaries  of  Dublin— a  body 
from  the  nature  of  whose  pursuits  so  much 
might  be  expected,  and  from  whom  so  many 
splendid  discoveries  in  science  have  ema- 
nated in  other  countries.  In  person,  Mr. 
Donovan  is  a  short,  square  built,  dark-look- 
ing man,  without,  apparently,  a  single  ray 
of  talent  illuminating  the  gloomy  disc  of  his 
countenance.  His  physiognomy,  indeed,  is 
the  very  antithesis  of  intellectual  expres- 
sion ;  and  but  for  a  certain  morose  ab- 
straction of  look,  as  if  wholly  absorbed  in 
the  intensity  of  his  speculations,  and  that 
his  countenance  is  rendered  still  more 
sombre  "by  a  dark  cosmetic  seemingly  com- 
posed of  the  dust  of  the  laboratory,  with  the 
oily  dews  of  laborious  cogitation,  he  might 
pass  without  being  remarked  by  the  most 
expert  disciple  of  Spurzheitn  and  Lavater. 
His  demeanour  corresponds  pretty  much 
with  his  personal  appearance.  His  stern 
features  are  seldom  or  never  seen  to  relax 
even  into  a  smile,  or  to  assume,  for  a  mo- 
ment, any  one  shade  or  modification  of  the 
expression  of  painful  or  pleasurable  emo- 
tion. Go  where  he  will,  his  face,  like  cer- 
tain points  of  our  earth,  however  it  may  re- 
volve, is  6hrouded  in  perpetual  darkness. 
His  conversation,  from  the  philosophic 
orbit  in  which  his  mind  travels,  is  stiff  and 
formal  as  his  appearance.  His  words  flow 
from  him  with  the  regulated  punctuality 
of  a  pendulum,  and  his  descriptions  con- 
ducted a  la  Euclid.  We  have  frequently 
heard  him  describe,  geometrically,  his  pas- 
sage from  Apothecaries'  Hall  to  his  iesi- 
dence  in  Townsend  Street,  and  reduce  the 
circumstances  of  a  visit  to  one  of  his  pa- 
tients into  a  sorites  of  syllogisms.  He 
speaks  ou  all  subjects,  and  on  all  occasions, 
as  if  he  thought  Newton  should  supersede 
Blair;  and  that  prosody,  or  the  doctrine  of 
verbal  quantities,  is  the  only  part  of  Belles 
Lettres  which  should  he  consulted  in  con- 
versation. Mr.  Donovan,  however,  is  a 
gentleman  of  undoubted  ability,  and  his 
eccentric  manner  has  been  remarked  only 
because  it  is  allied  with  superior  qualifica- 
tions. The  same  devotion  to  descriptive 
accuracy  which  distinguishes  his  phrase- 
ology, is  conspicuous  in  his  compositions, 
of  which  he  has  given  many,  on  very  oppo- 


site subjects,  to  the  public.  His  first  and 
largest  work  on  the  history  of  galvanism, 
with  a  new  theory  of  bis  own,  was  honoured 
with  the  prise  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy, 
and  is  less  known  than  it  deserves.  Since 
his  communion  with  the  lightning  of  heaven, 
most  of  his  productions  have  been  of  a  more 
terrestrial  cast ;  and  like  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, who  could  grasp  the  bolt  of  Jove,  and 
philosophize  with  a  hoy's  kite,  Mr.  Dono- 
van has  descended  from  the  clouds  to  the 
kitchen,  and  adorned  the  humble  labours  of 
the  cook  with  the  splendour  of  science. 
We  recollect  reading,  not  long  since,  (and 
we  regret  we  caunnot  now  refer  to  the  page 
for  the  sake  of  all  lovers  of  the  bran  of 
Mocha,)  in  the  Dublin  Philosophical  Jour- 
nal, an  Essay  on  the  Roasting  and  Infusion 
of  Coffee,  by  him,  which  is,  perhaps,  the 
best  written  on  that  thought-inspiring  beve- 
rage, not  excepting  the  culinary  lucubra- 
tions of  Count  Hum  ford.  In  the  same 
journal  may  be  also  found  the  description 
of  a  rain-gunge  manufactured  by  him,  which 
may  give  some  notion  of  the  patience  of  his 
demonstrations,  and  an  idea  of  his  great  me* 
chanical  invention.  The  instrument  itself 
is  an  extraordinary  euriosity  ;  one  of  those 
automatons  of  art,  which,  in  the  multiplicity 
of  its  operations,  and  the  regularity  of  their 
performance,  mimics  the  animated  contri* 
vances  of  nature.  They  are  generally  toys, 
and  Mr.  Donovan'sis  scarcely  an  exception. 
Having  admired  the  wonderful  accuracy 
with  which  it  executes  its  various  functions, 
our  next  feeling  will  be  surprise,  how  man 
could  have  taken  such  immense  trouble  for 
the  trivial  object  of  measuring  the  height  of 
water  which  descends  on  the  earth  in  a 
year.  There  is  also,  in  the  same  journal,  a 
review  of  the  last  Dublin  Pharmacopoeia 
attributed  to  him,  in  which  a  multitude  of 
errors  are  corrected,  which  have  escaped 
the  notice  of  other  critics ;  thus  showing 
the  superiority  of  the  working  man  of  the 
laboratory,  over  those  sciolists  who  concoct 
reviews  in  their  closets  for  the  medical 
journals.  But  we  must  have  done  with 
this  interesting  personage,  by  pointing  out 
his  high  qualifications  lor  discharging  the 
duties  assigned  to  him  in  the  Richmond 
School,  while  we  turn  our  instrument  back 
upon  the  Park  Street  School. 

This  school,  which  we  described  nt  some 
length,  along  with  its  principal  founder, 
Mr.  Jacob,  comprises  teachers  of  many  of 
the  branches  of  medical  science;  some  of 
whom  are  men  of  considerable  merit.  From 
this  number  we  must  exclude  Mr.  Cusack  ; 
for  in  every  quality,  except  a  practical 
knowledge  of  surgery,  he  appears  to  us  de. 
feclive  us  a  teacher.  Whatever  success 
may  attend  his  exertions  as  a  stage  manager, 
lie  should  never  venture  the  audience  side 
of  the  curtain.    Having  himself  the  coin- 


Digitized  by  Google 


172 


THE  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS  OF  DL'BLIN. 


mand  of  a  respectable  school  of  his  own 
apprentices,  and  a  consummate  knowledge 
of  fees  and  the  funds,  we  would,  by  all 
means,  recommend  him  to  remain  satisfied 
with  exerting  his  ability  in  this  way,  and, 
for  the  rest,  indulge  in  the  luxurious  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  a  "  sleeping  part- 
ner  "  in  the  concern.  Mr.  Porter,  bis  new 
collaborator,  might,  we  fear,  be  stretched  on 
the  same  couch.  He  succeeded  Mr.  Jacob 
"  by  purchase,"  as  the  Government  Gazette 
has  it,  and,  at  least,  promised  a  vast  deal  on 
his  appointment.  The  rumour  of  the  surgical 
lectures  which  he  was  to  have  delivered  at 
the  time  is  still  painfully  tingling  in  our  ears, 
like  the  booing  of  a  bull-frog.  But  bluster- 
ing of  this  kind  generally  subsides  into  a 
monotonous  calm.  We  cannot,  at  our  plea- 
sure, command  information,  for  it  can  be 
acquired  by  long  and  gradual  application 
alone  ;  nor  instantaneously  transmute  our 
dulness  into  talent,  which  is  the  gift  of 
nature  only.  It  is  easy  to  excite  expecta- 
tion— how  difficult  to  realize !  By  a  little 
artifice  we  may  readily  awaken  the  curiosity 
of  men ;  talent  alone  can  keep  this  capri- 
cious passion  alive.  Mr.  Porter's  repre- 
sentations of  himself  to  his  private  friends, 
have,  we  believe,  dissppointed  the  public. 
His  success  convinces  that  there  must  be 
something  more  than  pounds  and  pupils  to 
ensure  the  success  of  a  school ;  indeed,  we 
suspect  this  joint-stock  system  of  organising 
didactic  establishments  is  liable  to  great 
abuse.  The  natural  origin  of  such  institu- 
tions is,  that  where  they  commence  with 
perhaps  a  single  individual,  whose  confi- 
dence in  his  own  resources  prompts  him  to, 
and,  in  some  measure,  justifies  so  arduous 
an  undertaking.  To  such  training  in  the 
open  field  of  competition,  where  merit 
should  rise  without  extraneous  assistance, 
we  would  rather  look  for  excellence,  than  to 
those  hot-houses  of  mushroom  professors, 
forced  into  a  sickly  pre-eminence  by  the 
sheer  influence  of  interest  and  affluence. 
With  respect  to  the  other  arrangements  of 
this  school,  we  see  nothing  which  calls  for 
our  censure  or  our  praise,  except  that  by  a 
singular  valuation  of  talent,  the  two  clever- 
est men  in  the  establishment,  Mr.Hort  and 
Mr.  Alcock,  have  been  placed  at  the  bottom 
of  the  list.  With  anything  like  a  fair  por- 
tion of  those  advantages  which  assist  the 
ascent  of  talent  up  44  the  steep  of  fame," 
and  without  which  the  task  is  always  diffi- 
cult, and  sometimes  fatal,  we  have  no  doubt 
but  these  two  men,  who  ore  now  at  the 
bottom,  would  sotm  rise  above  their  pre- 
sumed superiors.  With  their  useful  exer- 
tions, and  many  other  advantages  which  this 
school  possesses,  we  have  no  doubt  of  its 
success,  which  we  have  no  intention  of 
marring  by  our  preceding  remarks. 

So  much  have  we  gazed  at  the  private  I 


schools,  that  we  fear  our  sight  will  not 
stand  us  for  the  examination  of  a  class  of 
teachers  of  a  different  character,  but  whom 
we  could  not  find  in  our  heart  to  omit,  in 
this  panegyric  on  private  instruction.  There 
is,  of  course,  in  Dublin,  as  in  all  other  great 
medical  schools,  species  of  tutors  vulgarly 
called  44  grinders,"  who,  like  gypsies,  prac- 
tise their  legerdemain  art  without  any  fixed 
habitation.  Without  theatres,  museums, 
libraries,  dissecting-rooms,  or  any  of  the 
other  ostensive  chattels  of  medical  schools, 
these  wonderful  men  undertake,  from  their 
own  exclusive  resources,  to  perfect  pupils 
in  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  or  what  answers 
precisely  as  well,  to  get  them  diplomas. 
There  is  something  really  so  bold  in  the 
enterprise — so  heroically  romantic  in  the 
lives  of  these  men,  that  they  disarm  criti- 
cism of  its  terrors,  and  reconcile  us,  by 
their  extravagance,  to  their  imposture. 
Yet,  though  this  practice  savours  so  strongly 
of  charlatanry,  still  we  are  not  hostile  to  it 
in  the  abstract,  however  grossly  it  is  abused. 
It  is,  after  all,  but  the  application  of  the 
most  useful  form  of  education — private  in- 
struction ;  and  if,  in  some  instances,  it  is 
made  subservient  to  bad  ends,  it  might 
puzzle  more  expert  casuists  than  we  pre- 
tend to  be,  to  apportion  the  just  quota 
of  crime  which  belongs  to  the  pupil  and 
the  preceptor.  We  fear  the  balance  of  guilt 
would  be  oftener  found  on  the  side  of  the 
former  than  on  that  of  the  latter.  Besides,  it 
should  be  recollected,  that  it  affords  a  re- 
spectable subsistence  to  many  young  men , 
and  an  useful  employment  of  their  time  ; 
for,  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  explaining 
a  subject  to  others,  is  one  ef  the  most  pow- 
erful stimuli  to  make  us  understand  it  our- 
selves. Among  this  interesting  class  of  men, 
there  is,  in  Dublin,  one  of  the  name  of  Dr. 
Davis,  who  is  a  very  perfect  representation 
of  the  singular  genius  to  which  he  belongs. 
He  has  certainly  attracted  great  attention  by 
the  indefatigable  industry  and  amazing  in- 
genuity of  the  devices  displayed  by  him  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  multifarious  avoca- 
tions. He  seems  to  have  taken  up  the  idea, 
probably  from  that  compounder  of  para- 
doxes, Mr.  Hazlitt,  that  a  man  is  estimated 
by  the  world  at  his  own  price,  on  the  sup* 
position  advanced  by  this  writer,  that  all 
men  of  genius  have  been  invariably  men  of 
confidence  and  assurance.  Of  this  very 
questionable  doctrine,  Dr.  Davis  affords  the 
most  amusing  illustrations.  Though  really 
young,  he  has  contrived,  by  a  well-designed 
costume,  and  a  simulated  manner,  to  bury 
all  indications  of  youth  beneath  a  broad- 
brimmed  hat,  a  cravat  seemiugly  tied  by 
the  very  fingers  of  decrepitude,  a  suit  of 
black  of  a  designedly  obsolete  cut,  and  a 
look  of  mysterious  profundity.  Alect  him 
at  any  hour  in  the  street,  and  you  are  sure 
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to  find  him  in' what  we  call  in  Ireland,  a 
"  j°g  trot,"  such  is  t!»e  heavy  tax  which 
the  support  of  a  foolish  and  feigned  charac- 
ter imposes  on  his  unfortunate  loco-motive 
apparatus.  Instantly  he  stops  in  the  street ; 
reads,  perhaps,  a  slip  of  paper,  and  off  with 
him  again  at  his  toilsome  career.  Should 
you  be  so  kind  to  him  as  to  stop  him  for  a 
moment,  and  to  break  the  current  of  his 
public  meditations,  he  is  sure  to  assail  you 
with  complaints  of  his  restless  existence 
and  hi 8  incalculable  profits  ;  he  cannot,  in 
fact,  comply  with  one  half  the  demands 
made  by  the  public  on  his  professional  skill, 
nor  is  the  bank  able  to  receive  as  fasV'as  he 
can  pour  in  the  emoluments  of  his  practice. 
Private  society,  however,  is  the  sphere  iu 
which  these  demonstrations  of  laborious 
prosperity  are  manifested  with  the  most 
elaborate  assiduity  for  the  production  of 
effect.  We  recollect  being  at  a  party  one 
night  in  Dublin,  wheTe  Dr.  Davis  was  one 
of  the  invited :  he  arrived,  of  course, 
fashionably  late ;  he  had  not  been  long 
seated,  when  the  noise  of  a  carriage  rolling 
ap  to  the  door  seemed  to  threaten  the  house 
with  instant  destruction ;  the  rumbling  of 
the  wheels  had  scarcely  ceased,  when  a 
breathless  lacquey  appeared  at  the  door,  vo- 
ciferating, with  the  utmost  appearance  of 
anxiety, "  Surgeon  Davis — Surgeon  Davis — 
Surgeon  Davis  ;"  in  a  tone  of  trepidation 
Btill  more  awful,  Alderman  Apoplexy,  of 
Turtlesoup  Square,  has  just  fallen  out  of  his 
standing!  Christ  save  us!"  The  bow  of 
old  Timotheus,  "  placed  amid  the  tuneful 
choir,"  instantly  sunk  from  his  hand  ;  the 
ladies,  appalled  by  this  unexpected  intru- 
sion of  the  vojce  of  death  amidst  their  mer- 
riment, stood  motionless  in  the  quadrille, 
like  the  fair  dames  of  Egypt,  warned  of  their 
mortality  amidst  their  mirth,  by  the  intro- 
duction of  a  garlanded  corse,  while  Surgeon 
Davis,  pressing  his  side  pocket  to  ascertain 
the  presence  of  his  instruments,  rushed 
through  the  astonished  multitude,  apolo- 
gizing to  his  fair  hostess  and  her  spouse 
for  the  interruption,  inthe  well-knowa  line 
of  Horace : — 

"  Serius  aut  ocius,  met  am  prope  ramus 
ad  unam." 

Hosieries  of  the  Doctor. 

Anatomy  ..............  Dr.  Davis. 

Physiology   Dr.  Davis. 

Pathology  Dr.  Davis. 

Theory  of  Surgery  Dr.  Davis. 

Institutes  of  Medicine  ....  Dr.  Davis. 

Practice  of  Physic  Dr.  Davis. 

Chemistry  Dr.  Davis. 

13otany   Dr.  Davis. 

Materia  Medica  Dr.  Davis. 

Medical  Jurisprudence ....  Dr.  Davi3. 


One,  perhaps,  of  his  best  schemes  to  de- 
ceive  the  world  into  a  belief  of  his  imaginary 
business,  may  be  witnessed  at  the  examina- 
tions at  the  College  of  Surgeons.  Generally 
within  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before 
the  business  of  the  meeting  is  over,  the 
door  opens  abruptly,  and  in  struts  the  Doc- 
tor at  his  accustomed  pace,  and,  wiping  the 
i>ig  drops  from  his  fevered  brow,  instantly 
all  eyes  are  turned  on  the  Doctor,  and  all 
watches  are  out  to  ascertain  whether  he  has 
deviated  by  a  minute  from  his  usual  time  of 
executing  his  farce.  He  seems  to  enjoy 
as  tribute  of  admiration,  what  is  really 
intended  for  a  sarcasm ;  and,  after  felici- 
tating himself  for  a  few  moments,  with 
a  look  of  melancholy  satisfaction,  he  sud- 
denly starts  up,  looks  profoundly  on  a  billet 
or  his  tablets,  mutters  over  the  words 
of  some  address  with  a  look  of  distraction, 
and,  as  if  the  genius  of  restlessness  had 
taken  possession  of  him,  is  off  again  on  his 
never-ending  excursions  to  his  ideal  pa* 
tients.  It  may  well  be  supposed,  after  this 
slight  insight  into  the  Doctor's  innocuous 
and  pleasant  habits,  that  his  pretensions  as  a 
teacher  equal,  at  least,  his  success  in  perso- 
nating a  practitioner.  They  far,  indeed, 
exceed  his  other  exertions  ;  for,  like  Orator 
Henley,  there  is  no  science  of  which  he  is 
not  master,  and  which  he  does  not  profess 
to  tench.  We  know  of  no  means  by  which 
we  could  describe  his  pretensions  to  uni- 
versal knowledge,  as  by  the  publication  of 
one  of  his  advertisements,  which,  we  sus- 
pect, may  be  even  mutilated  by  some  acci- 
dent or  other.  In  order  to  give  a  stronger 
relief  to  this  extraordinary  document,  we 
shall  contrast  it  with  the  play-bill  of  the 
celebrated  mimic  and  ventriloquist,  Mons. 
Alexandre,  whose  wonderful  versatility  ena- 
bled him  to  represent  in  rapid  succession, 
a  vast  number  of  characters.  We  shall, 
therefore,  place  the  announcements  of  the 
performances  of  these  celebrated  rivals 
to  reflect  light  on  one  another,  and  leave 
our  readers  to  judge  whether  the  Doc- 
tor does  not  beat  the  ventriloquist  hol- 
low 
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vere  cough,  which  he  hod  had  for  about  two 
months,  with  very  copious  expectoration. 
His  chest  altogether  was  uneasy  ;  pulse  88 ; 
couutenance  very  anxious;  the  veins  of  the 
arm  were  full.  He  was  bled,  aud  took  rhu- 
barb and  saline  mixture.  He  came  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Gregory,  on  the  13th  of  Sep. 
tern  her,  labouring  under  a  cough,  with  ex- 
treme hoarseness.  The  cough  came  on  in 
paroxysms,  with  extraordinary  violence  ;  he 
could  not  lie  on  the  right  side.  He  stated 
that  he  had  been  ailing  for  five  months,  but 
that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year, 
he  was  perfectly  well.  The  Doctor  tried  a 
or  diminish  the  faith  of  hia  followers,  in  his  j  variety  of  means,  and  found  his  patient  moat 
miraculous  attainments;  for  the  point  of  j  bene6  ted  by  medicines  of  a  stimulant  kind, 
our  pen  admonishes  us  that  we  have  writ-  o„  October  the  6th,  he  was  confined  to  his 
ten  more  than  the  lawful  extent  of  a  sketch,  bed,  and  had  fits  of  dyspnoea.  The  inspire- 
We  shall  merely  remark,  thai  the  anatomi-  tions  were  long,  and  very  like  croup.  The 
cal  market  of  Dublin  promises  to  be  abun-  night  before,  he  had  a  violent  fit,  in  which 
dantly  supplied  this  season  at  the  usual  low  j,e  bit  his  tongue.  The  fit  lasted  for  three 
prices.  We  ourselves,  indeed,  in  order  to  hours.  He  referred  all  his  sufferings  to  the 
insure  attendance,  have  taken  the  trouble  to  bifurcation  of  the  trachea.  J^ther  afforded 
organise  a  cordon  umiiaire  of  resurrection  but  very  little  relief ;  wine,  of  which  he 
men  around  the  churchyards  of  the  capital,  took  a  very  considerable  quantity,  afforded 


Here  we  must  separate  these  illustrious 
competitors,  the  Doctor  having  beaten  the 
ventriloquist,  by  the  support  of  the  following 
additional  characters : — 

Midwifery  Dr.  Davis. 

Diseases  of  Women  and )  Dr  DavU 

Children  > 

Toxicology   Dr.  Davis. 

Prr  ctice  of  Humbug   Dr.  Davis. 

But  we  must  take  our  leave  in  peace  of 
this  medical  Mokanna,  sincerely  hoping 
that  our  innocuous  attempt  to  raise  his 
"  silver  veil,"  may  not  lessen  the  number, 


in  order  to  protect  them  against  foreign  in- 
vasion. To  any  Scotch  or  English  bone- 
grubher  found  trespassing  on  these  pro- 
hibited grounds,  the  penalty  will  be  burial 
alive  in  the  very  first  grave  he  violates. 
Having  made  this  proclamation,  we  slmll 
conclude  by  wishing  success  to  all  private 
schools,  private  teachers,  grinders,  &c,  and 
may  they  increase  like  the  Israelites  and 
the  Irish  in  bondage,  until  they  burst  the 
chains  in  which  corporations  have  bound 
them,  by  their  merit  and  multiplication. 

ErINEN8ISs 

Dublin,  Oct.  25th,  1828. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 
October  25 1 1828. 

Dr.  Somervuxe  in  the  Chair. 

ANEURISM    OP   TIIR   AORTA.  —  PROTECTIVE 
POWER  OP  VACCINATION. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having 
heen  read, 

Dr.  Gregory,  agreeable  to  an  intimation 
he  had  given,  related  a  case  of  aneurism  of 
the  aorta,  which,  he  considered,  presented 
appearances  as  curious  and  interesting  after 
death,  as  the  symptoms  were  extraordinary 
while  the  patient  lived.  T.  C,  astat.  42, 
No.  2,  Castle  Street,  Grosvenor  Square, 
originally  a  baker,  but,  for  many  years 
past,  out  of  employment,  applied  for  ad- 
vice at  St.  George  s  and  St.  James's  Dis- 
pensary on  the  1st  of  September  last.  For 
the  first  fortnight  he  was  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Reynold*  j  and  complained  of  a  very  se- 


more.  His  sufferings  continued,  and,  on  the 
20lu  October,  they  were  extremely  greet ; 
his  countenance  excessively  anxious,  but  he 
spoke  quite  coherently.  On  the  following 
night  he  felt  worse,  and  his  wife  left  the 
house,  in  order  to  get  assistance;  in  the 
mean  time  the  daughter,  who  was  left  in 
attendance,  fell  into  a  dose,  at  which  mo- 
ment the  patient  got  out  of  bed,  in  one  of  his 
paroxysms,  opened  a  window,  threw  him- 
self out,  fell  upon  his  head,  and  whs  taken 
|  up  dead.  The  following  day  an  inquest 
was  held  ;  and,  on  examining  the  body,  the 
Doctor,  wheu  detaching  the  clavicles  from 
|  the  sternum,  met  with  a  round  substance, 
the  nature  of  which  he  could  not  readily 
understand,  but  which  he  afterwards  found 
to  be  an  aneurysmal  sac.  The  part  of  the 
trachea  to  which  the  patient  had  referred  his 
sufferings,  was  excessively  red,  and  showed 
great  marks  of  inflammation.  The  larynx 
woa  not  in  the  least  degree  affected.  Ulce- 
ration, to  a  considerable  extent,  had  pro- 
ceeded in  the  bronchia.  The  parts  he  had 
made  a  preparation  of,  and  brought  for  the 
inspection  of  the  society.  He  had  not  been 
able  to  trace  the  commencement  of  the  dis- 
ease further  back  than  six  or  seven  months. 
During  the  whole  time  he  had  attended  the 
patient,  nothing  arose  to  induce  him  to  sup- 
pose the  existence  of  aneurism  of  any  of  the 
great  vessels.  The  gTowth  of  the-aneurisra 
appears  to  have  been  entirely  inward.  There 
were  times  at  which  the  patient  could  fill 
the  chest,  and  breathe  with  perfect  free- 
dom ;  at  other  times  the  dyspnoea  was  most 
distressing.  Though  he  had  thrown  him- 
self out  of  the  window  in  a  fit  of  insanity, 
vet  the  Doctor  had  never  observed 
labouring  under  any  attack  of  delirium. 


if"  1 
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In  answer  to  some  questions  put  to  Dr. 
Gregory  by  different  members,  he  said  that 
he  certainly  never  had  suspected  the  exist- 
ence of  an  aneurism,  till  he  had  detached 
the  clavicles.  The  disease  lay  at  the  bifur- 
cation of  the  trachea.  He  had  never  no- 
ticed any  increased  action  of  the  temporal 
or  carotid  arteries.  The  patieut  had  all 
along  complained  of  tightnm.  His  consti  tu- 
tion  was  loo  much  impaired  to  have  sub- 
mitted to  any  active  means. 

Mr.  Mayo,  after  examining  the  prepara- 
tion, considered  it  an  extremely  curious 
specimen.  In  fact  there  ,  were  two  aneu- 
risms, one  of  the  convex,  and  the  other  of 
the  concave  side  of  the  great  vessel.  One 
of  the  tumours  was  directly  between  the 
oesophagus  and  the  trachea,  and  he  wished 
to  know  whether  the  patient  had  suffered 
any  difficulty  in  deglutition.  Again,  being 
a  case  of  great  disorganisation,  he  desired  to 
be  informed  whether,  if  the  stethoscope  had 
been  applied,  the  nature  of  the  case  must 
not  have  been  so  apparent,  as  not  to  have 
been  overlooked. 

Mr.  Bennett  was  much  surprised  that 
Dr,  Gregory  had  not  resorted  to  the  use  of 
the  stethoscope,  especially  after  all  that  had 
been  said  in  the  Society  respecting  it, 
during  the  last  session.  He  felt  perfectly 
satisfied  tltat,  if  even  the  ear  had  been  ap- 
plied to  the  chest  or  thorax,  the  aneurism, 
in  this  case,  must  have  been  detected. 

[The  aneuri8mal  sac  appeared  to  be 
about  the  size  of  a  full-grown  lemon.] 

Dr.  Gregory  said,  the  patient  had  never 
stiffered  difficulty  of  deglutition  ;  indeed, 
hi*  appetite  had  been  always  good,  snd  he 
had  swallowed  with  ease.  In  bringing  for- 
ward the  case,  he  expected  to  be  blamed  for 
not  having  resorted  to  the  stethoscope.  He 
could  only  say  he  had  not  done  it,  and  that 
he  had  not  suspected  aneurism.  The  lungs, 
on  the  side  on  which  the  aneurism  was  situ- 
ated, were  diseased  and  extremely  tubercu- 
lated  throughout ;  and  he  thought  if  the 
stethoscope  had  been  applied,  that  this 
would  have  been  detected,  and  the  prac- 
titioner would  have  gone  no  further. 

Mr.  Bennett  considered  this  condition 
of  the  lungs  the  very  best  to  have  led  an 
examiner  to  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
state  of  the  heart  and  large  vessels.  The 
lungs  being  a  solid  mass,  the  sound  would 
have  been  easily  communicated  through 
them  to  the  side  of  the  thorax. 

Dr.  SoMERvit.LE  related  the  case  of  a 
soldier,  who  applied,  three  or  four  years 
ago,  for  relief  at  St.  George's  Hospital, 
where  there  was  no  indication  whatever 
given,  by  the  condition  of  the  pulse,  of  the 
existence  of  aneurism,  but  which  was  clearly 
detected  by  the  application  of  the  stethos- 
cope to  the  chest.  The  soldier  laboured 


under  a  diseased  liver,  for  which  he  applied 
to  the  Hospital. 

Mr.  Teobs  related  the  case  of  an  emaci- 
ated man,  fifty-six  years  of  age,  who  ap- 
plied for  assistance  at  the  Westminster 
Hospital,  complaining  of  continued  pain  at 
the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  labouring  under 
symptoms  of  dyspepsia.  No  suspicion  ex- 
isted in  the  minds  of  the  surgeons  that 
there  was  an  aneurism ;  but  he,  (Mr.  Tebh.) 
one  day  placing  his  finger  very  carefnlly 
upon  the  part  to  which  the  pain  was  re- 
ferred, supposed  that  he  felt  very  distinctly 
a  pulsation  ;  he  immediately  got  the  stethos- 
cope, and  at  once  ascertained,  beyond  all 
doubt,  that  there  was  a  very  large  aneurism 
of  the  abdominal  aorta.  The  post-mortem 
examination  showed  this  opinion  to  be 
correct.   

Dr.  Bur der  related  to  the  Society  a 
communication  that  had  been  made  to  him 
from  Prof'emr  Miller,  of  Washington,  Balti- 
more, upon  vaccination  and  smallpox.  The 
substance  of  it  was,  he  said,  taken  from 
facts  that  had  come  within  his  own  personal 
knowledge ;  that  the  little  pits,  or  depression* 
in  the  cicatrix  after  vaccination,  gradually 
became  obliterated ;  and  that  as  they  wore 
away,  so  the  individual  became  liable,  un- 
less re-vaccinated,  to  be  affected  with  the 
smallpox.  The  period  occupied  in  the  ob- 
literating process,  was  very  different  in 
different  individuals  ;  in  some  he  had  fouud 
it  to  be  five,  eight,  nine, — and,  in  others, 
even  thirty  years.  This  was  a  subject  of 
great  importance,  and  required  to  be  re- 
futed or  verified  by  the  experience,  of  the 
most  intelligent  part  of  the  profession. 
Dr.  Miller  seemed  to  think  that  the  indenta- 
tion in  the  cicatrix  of  some,  wore  out  more 
readily  and  more  completely  than  in  others  ; 
that,  iu  the  greater  number  of  cases,  the 
indentations  remained  throughout  life,  and 
that,  in  such  cases,  the  constitution  was  to 
be  regarded  as  perfectly  safe,  but  that,  in 
proportion  as  the  obliteration  went  on,  so 
the  protection  of  the  vaccine  power  was 
lost. 

Dr.  Gregory  said,  it  was  beyond  all 
doubt  that  the  vaccine  cicatrix  altered  with 
the  enlargement  of  the  skin  as  the  child 
grew,  and  thst  the  appearance  of  vaccina- 
tion, in  some  cases,  also  entirely  disappeared, 
lie  did  not  consider  the  experience  of  the 
last  ten  years  bore  out  the  notion  of  the 
vaccine  power  being  so  effectual  and  per- 
manent as  had  been  previously  supposed. 
He  thought,  as  the  distinctive  characters  of 
vaccination  wore  out  in  the  course  of  time, 
so  the  protective  power  diminished,  and  he 
had,  in  a  great  many  instances,  recommended 
re-vaccination.  He  considered,  that  as  lifo 
advanced,  there  was  a  disposition  to  take 
the  disease,  stronger  than  in  early  life.  He 
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looked  upon  the  average  time  of  the  protec- 
tive vaccine  power  wearing  out,  to  be  un- 
der 14  or  15  years.  In  proportion  to  the 
j>erfection  of  the  vaccination  in  the  first  in- 
stance, so  would  be  the  period  of  the  cessa- 
tion of  its  protective  power.  The  vaccine 
vesicle  was  by  no  means  uniform  in  its  ap- 
pearance. When  vaccination  was  first  in- 
troduced, the  objection  to  it  was,  that  its 
protective  power  would  not  be  so  perma- 
nent as  inoculation  with  the  smallpox.  It 
was  said,  the  protective  power  of  the  small- 
pox inoculation  was,  and  would  continue  to 
be  as  permanent  at  one  period  as  at  another  ; 
this  pathological  principle  Dr.  Gregory  did 
not  believe  obtained  with  respect  to  vacci- 
nation, and  he  considered  those  who  were 
vaccinated  more  safe  during  the  first  ten 
years,  than  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

» 

Mr.  Burnett  regretted  deeply  to  have 
heard  this  statement  from  the  lips  of  Dr. 
Gregory.   He  had  had  great  experience  at 
the  Broad  Street  Institution,  where  1400  or 
1500  had  been  vaccinated  in  the  course  of 
the  last  year.   The  greatest  attention  was 
paid  to  the  cases  there,  and  he  felt  bound  to 
state,  and  had  no  hesitation  in  telling  the 
Society,  that  the  principle  laid  down  by  Dr. 
Gregory  was  not  supported  by  faett,  6ut  tens 
mtfounded,  and  utterly  incorrect.    Very,  very 
few  indeed,  who  had  been  vaccinated  in 
Broad  Street,  took  the  disease  again  ;  those 
who  did  were  under  the  age  of  14,  nay,  of 
10  years.    He  had  known  patients  labour- 
ing under  vaccination  and  smallpox  at  the 
same    time ;   others  to  have  smallpox, 
while  the  indentations  were  perfectly  dis- 
tinct in  the  vaccine  cicatrix ;  and  he  had 
known  nurses,  who  had  been  most  dread- 
fully disfigured  in  youth  by  smallpox,  take 
the  disease  again  at  50  years  of  age,  and  die 
of  it.    Under  these  circumstances,  he  hoped 
the  Society,  and  the  profession  at  large, 
would  he  of  opinion,  as  he  was,  that  where 
it  happened,  (and  very  rarely  indeed  it  was, 
compared  with  the  bulk  of  mankind,)  that  a 
person  was  attacked  with  the  disease  after 
vaccination,  in  such  a  case  it  was  owing  to 
idiosyncrasy  of  habit. 

Another  Gentleman,  who  spoke  on  the 
subject,  considered  that  great  blame  at- 
tached to  many  practitioners,  for  not  tho- 


Nocanber  1,1858. 
Professor  Thomson  in  the  Chair. 

SUBDIVISION  OF  LABOUR  IN  THE  PROFES- 
SION.— TREATMENT  OF  VARICOSE  ViilNB, 
AND  INTERMITTENT^. 

Dr.  Stewart  read  a  paper  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  subdivision  of  labour  in  our 
profession.   The  paper  had  been  submitted 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee,  and 
they  having  concluded  that  it  was  not  calcu- 
lated to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  Society, 
gave  permission  to  its  being  read,  lhe 
Doctor  carefully  avoided  adverting  to  the 
divisions  made  in  the  profession  by  the  ex- 
isting chartered  bodies,  simply  stating,  that 
he  considered  them,  as  far  as  they  went, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  community.    He  re- 
garded it  as  highly  to  the  advantage  of 
mankind,    that   the  medical  practitioner 
should  adopt  one  particular  branch  of  the 
profession,  and  give  his  almost  entirely  un- 
divided attention  to  that  particular  branch  : 
the  branch  to  be  determined  upon  according 
to  the  liking  of  the  practitioner,  the  parti- 
cular condition  of  society  in  which  he  was 
placed,  and  a  due  consideration  of  any  other 
circumstances  calculated  to  assist  and  direct 
his  views.    He  considered,  also,  that  it 
would  be  much  to  the  advantage  of  medical 
pupils,  as  well  as  to  practitioners,  that,  in 
such  places  as  the  hospitals  in  London, 
all  diseases  of  the  same  class,  particularly 
chronic  diseases,  should  be  collected  and 
kept  together. 

Dr.  James  Johnstone  agTeed  in  the 
utility  of  the  subdivision  of  labour;  but  the 
question  with  hiln  was,  the  grand  point  at 
which  the  minimum  of  education,  without 
which  no  one  ought  to  be  allowed  to  prac- 
tise, was  to  be  determined.  Upon  this 
question  there  would  be  the  profession,  the 
public,  the  corporate  bodies,  and  Parlia- 
ment, to  consult ;  and,  in  all  probability,  no 
two  of  these  would  be  found  to  agree.  He 
thought  the  minimum  of  time,  in  acquiring 
the  knowledge,  ought  to  be  double  that 
which  it  now  was,  and  that  the  additional 
time  should  be  taken  out  of  the  required 
period  of  apprenticeship ! 

Mr.  A.  Thomson  objected  to  this  scheme. 
If  there  was  to  be  any  modification  in  the ' 
profession  at  all,  he  held  that  all  men  should 
be  required  to  be  general  practitioners. 


toughly  satisfying  themselves  that  vaccina-  4  practitioner  he  looked  upon: 

tion  was  perfect  and  complete.    They  were  L    ^  ^  ^  feMion> 


content  to  be  told  by  nurses,  or  any  person 
in  attendance,  that  after  vaccination,  inflam- 
mation had  taken  place,  a  crust  had  ap- 
peared, and  the  child  had  done  well.  This 
was  not  the  way  to  enable  persons  fairly  to 
estimate  the  effects  and  worth  of  vacciua- 
tion. 


professic 

Mr.  Mayo  thought  he  t  might  usefully 
state  the  mode  which  he  adopted,  of  obli- 
terating varicose  veins  in  the  lower  extre- 
mities.0 Where  the  vein  was  either  cut 
through,  or  tied,  he  had  found  inflammation 
very  usually  supervene  to  a  fatal  extent ; 
but  he  bad  been  in  the  habit  of  applying  a 
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caustic  paste  (caustic  potash)  made  into  a  stiff* 
paste  with  toft  soap,  for  about  an  inch,  or  nn 
inch  and  a  half,  along  und  across  the  vein  ; 
this  he  allowed  to  remain  on  for  about  seven 
hours  j  slough  and  ulceration  followed  ;  and, 
for  a  day  or  two,  the  vein  did  not  appear  to 
be  much  affected,  but,  in  about  five  or  six 
days,  its  character  became  completely  obli- 
terated at  the  spot  where  the  caustic  had 
been  applied.  In  some  instances  pain  had 
supervened,  but  not  to  an  extent  requiring 
any  active  treatment. 

Mr.  Ahnott  had  found  Mr.  Mayo'a  plan 
most  successful. 

Mr.  A.  Thomson,  and  the  Chairman,  had 
never  tried,  in  their  opinion,  a  better  course 
of  treatment  than  that  of  puncturing  the 
vein,  and  applying  a  pretty  tight  compress, 
a  roller,  and  cold  applications.  '1  hey  had 
found  this  generally  to  succeed. 

Mr.  Mayo  alluded  to  cases  in  which  it 
was  necessary  to  obliterate  a  part  of  the 
vein  altogether.  He  looked  upon  punctur- 
ing as  a  palliative  only,  the  patient  being 
liable  to  a  varicose  state  of  the  veins  at 
some  subsequent  period,  where  obliteration 
was  not  effected,  and  which  could  not  be 
effected,  by  puncture. 

Dr.  James  Johnstone  wished  to  hear 
the  opinion  of  the  Society  upon  a  particular 
class  of  intermittents,  which  he  considered 
to  be  much  more  common  in  this  country 
within  the  last  18  mouths,  or  two  years, 
than  they  had  been  at  any  former  period. 
Not  long  ago  he  had  been  called  to  a  case 
of  severe  diarrhoea,  coming  on  every  third 
day,  and  lasting  for  about  six  hours.  It 
resisted  all  the  usual  remedies  ;  but,  as  soon 
as  he  found  it  to  be  an  intermittent,  he  gave 
quinine,  which  at  once  cured  it.  A  lady,  a 
patient  of  his,  was  troubled  with  diabetes, 
coming  on  every  third  day.  On  tasting  the 
urine  on  the  third  day,  which  was  exceed- 
ingly abundant,  he  found  it  as  sweet  as 
syrup,  and  which  he  immediately  stopped 
by  the  exhibition  of  arsenic  aud  quinine. 
On  the  very  evening  on  which  he  was  ad- 
dressing the  Society,  he  had  been  called  to 
a  case  of  violent  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
accompanied  with  ringings  in  the  ears, 
which,  the  patient  informed  him,  came  on 


tlemen  had  spoken  on  one  subject,  another 
was  commenced ;  one  or  two  gentlemen 
having  spoken,  then  a  third  wished  to  make 
observations  on  the  first ;  and  this  was  con- 
tinued throughout  the  whole  of  the  evening 
— a  continued  course  of  vacillation,  and, 
as  the  Chairmau  observed,  a  pendulum- 
like action,  characterised  the  discussion  of 
the  night;  which  he  considered  extremely 
injurious  to  the  interests  of  the  Society,  and 
which,  he  trusted,  would  not  occur  again. 
The  whole  of  the  inconvenience  arose  from 
the  non-existence  of  an  explicit  law,  by 
which  the  members  might  know  when  one 
subject  was  completely  disposed  of,  and 
when  they  were  at  liberty  to  bring  forward 
another. 


POST-MORTEM  EXAMINATIONS  AT  ST.  BAR* 
lUOLOMEw's. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — There  is  an  old  adage  which  runs 
thus,  "  time  ripeneth  and  bringeth  all  things 
to  maturity  ;"  by  time  every  thing  Cometh  to 
be  made  manifest  and  patent,  and  that  time  is 
the  father  of  perfection — to  this  1  shall  not 
subscribe  my  assent ;  but  there  will  appear 
a  very  obvious  reason,  when  we  know  that 
"  nothing  is  perfect,  "  "  nihil  est  ab  omni 
parte  Leatum  therefore  we  cannot  sup- 
pose that  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  could 
be  faultless.  However,  as  there  is  yet  "  a 
single  fault,"  and  that  one  so  clearly  con- 
nected with  our  interests,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  noticing  it.  I  allude  to  the  irregular, 
and  *'  hole  and  corner,"  manner  in  which 
post-mortem  inspections  are  conducted.  I 
look  back  to  the  past  week,  and  find  that 
many  interesting  examinations  have  been 
made  ;  but  intelligence  of  these  incidents 
had  only  reached  the  "  privileged  few," 
consequently  any  profitable  observations, 
or  any  reflections  which  they  might  suggest, 
have  been  totally  lost.  There  is  a  board 
suspended  in  a  conspicuous  place,  intended, 
as  its  title  imports,  ("  notices")  to  convey 
about  10  o'clock  every  night,  and  continued  |  such  information,  and  why  is  it  not  used 
till  four  in  the  morning.    He  had  not  had  for  such  purposes  ? 

Trusting  that  this  will  be  eradicated  (as 
many  others  have  been)  by  a  hint  in  your 


time  to  try  any  thine  in  this  case,  but  he 
had  no  doubt  that  the  same  class  of  reme- 
dies would  be  found  effectual. 

The  Cuairman  certainly  considered  the 
air  of  London,  within  the  time  specified  by 
the  last  speaker,  to  be  materially  altered ; 
for  he  believed  intermittents  had  been  much 
more  common  within  that  peiiod  than  for 
the  preceding  15  or  20  years. 


use  till  Journal, 

I  remain  yours,  &c. 

A  Pupil. 

October  25, 1828. 

[We  have  received  several  other  letters 
on  this  subject,  and  to  the  same  effect  as 
the  above.    There  is  a  great  negligence 
mewhere,  and  the  pupils  huve  just  cause 


A  great  part  of  the  evening  was  wasted  in 
useless  disputations.  After  one  or  two  gen-  J  of  complaint.— Ev.  L.'] 

.No.  271.  N 
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ing"  sentences,  he  raised  a  laugh  against 
some  old  ladies,  not  a  whit  more  respect- 
able, nor  more  wise,  than  the  Hags  of  Rhu- 
barb Hal!,  and  on  whose  bigoted  and  child- 
ish proceedings,  reason  would  have  had  as 
little  influence  as  lore  of  justice  is  likely  to 
have,  on  the  measures  of  medical  legislators. 

We  shall  extract  a  passage  from  our  con- 
temporary's leading  article  of  Tuesday,  not 
only  because  we  like  example  better  than 
precept,  but  because  we  happen  to  know  a 
little  of  these  enemies  to  "  Papishes."  Let 
the  reader  bear  in  mind,  that  the  writer 
"  disapproves"  of  ribaldry  : — 

"  The  first  Cumberlo- Brunswick  Meet- 
ing which  we  have  to  announce  after  that 
of  Kent,  is  one  summoned  for  to-morrow  at 
Honitou,  in  Devonshire!  Maguificent !  ! 
How  prevalent  is  the  force  of  example  ! ! ! 
Lord  Winchilsea,  and  Sir  Edward  Knatch- 
bull— a  Peer  of  Parliament,  and  one  of  the 
Members  for  the  county  ol  Kent— have  moved 
John  Rogers  and  William  Rogers,  the  port- 
reeve and  bailiff  of  Honiton,  in  Devon- 
shite,  to  form  a  club  in  that  ancient  til,  for 
the  protection  of  the  Protestant  religion  in 
this  United  Kingdom.  To  be  sure,  William 
Rogers  and  John  Rogers,  being  no  great 
clerks,  were  obliged  to  get  the  landlord  of  the 
King's  Aims  Inn,  where  the  Club  is  to 


Tub  Times  of  Monday  last,  in  an  ar- 
ticle on  the  new  Regulations  of  the  Apo- 
thecaries' Company,  had  the  following  para- 
graph : — 

"  We  cannot  conclude  these  hasty  re- 
marks without  expressing  our  disapproba- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  an  able  Medical  Jour- 
nal, which  has  attacked  the  new  regula- 
tions in  a  style  of  ribaldry,  for  which  it  would 
require  iu  former  merits  towards  the  pub- 
lic and  the  profession  to  procure  forgive- 
ness." 

As  wo  know  of  no  other  Medical  Period- 
ical which  has,  iu  any  way,  condemned  the 
Apothecaries'  Enactment  of  1815,  the  charge 
of  ribaldry,  we  fear,  roust  be  taken  ob 
against  The  Lancet;  but  our  regret  at  the 
accusation  is  more  than  removed  by  the 
complimentary  title  which  our  enlightened 
contemporary  has  been  pleased  to  bestow 
on  this  publication.   We  hope  The  Times 

will  consider,  on  reflection,  that  there  are  J  meet,  to  pen  the  requisition  for  them,  and 
other  words  which  would  have  more  cor-  he  has  made  but  moderate  work  of  it:  but 

rectly  defined,  than  «  ribaldry,"  the  lan-  if  men  ar*  V  ?wh"  w.rhin&' 
J  '  J'  {reading,  or  spelling  t    Cobbett  says  he  was 

guage  in  which  we  have  expressed  our  dis-  a  soldier  as  well  as  the  Duke  of  Wellington  ; 

gust  and  indignation  at  the  conduct  of  the  «"id  80  was  "P""*?^'  PIa?»  «»weU  88 

.    ,  .  \  Hotspur  and  Prince  Hal\   and  John  and 

Apothecaries  Company.    &o  writer  is  bet-  William  Rogers  are  enemies  to  Papisit*  no 

ter  acquainted  with  the  force  of  sarcasm  less  than  Lord  Winchilsea  and  Sir  Edward 

Knatchbull." 

This  "  banter,"  as  The  Tims  calls  it,  has, 
we  have  little  doubt,  produced  its  effect, 
not  only  on  the  implicated  parties,  but  also 
on  their  neighbours;  yet,  had  argument 
been  the  weapon,  we  dare  swear  the  former 
would  have  laughed  at  the  writer,  although 
not  exactly  in  the  same  style  in  which  they 
now  laugh.  If  The  Times  may  «'  banter  " 
the  Anti- Popery  dames  of  that  rottenest  of 
the  rotten  boroughs,  Honiton,  why  may  not 
we  banter  the  Old  Hags  of  that  rotten  corpo- 
ration in  Rhubarb  Hall  1  For  surely  it  is  not 
less  ridiculous  for  a  company"  of  retail  drug- 
gists to  pretend  to  legislate  for  the  medical 


and  ridicule  than  the  Editor  of  The  Tu 
weapons  which  he  frequently  and  most  judi- 
ciously employs.  Hence  we  were  not  a 
little  surprised  at  the  "  disapprobation " 
expressed  by  our  contemporary  at  the  man- 
ner in  which  we  have  spoken  of  the  new 
"  Regulations."  The  Times  knows  full  well, 
that  argument  bestowed  on  some  people  is 
not  only  lost  labour,  but  that,  unfortunately, 
it  sometimes  adds  to  the  self-conceit  of  the 
ignorant  and  bigoted.  Acting  on  this  know- 
ledge, what  was  the  conduct  of  our  contem- 
porary on  Tuesday,  only  the  very  day  after 
he  had  spoken  with  "  disapprobation"  of 
our  "  ribaldry  V'  why,  by  a  few  "  banter 
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profession,  than  it  is  for  John  and  William 
Rogers,  druggists ;  C. Flood, lawyer ;  C.Gor- 
don, of  the  Bastard*  family;  V.  Somerset, 
parson;  P.  Mules,  lawyer;  L.  Gidley, 
lawyer;  G.  Conry,  half-pay  officer ;  H. 
Wright,  probably  of  Charles  Wright's  fa- 
mily; H.  G.  Coplestone,  parson;  and  Cap- 
tain Basleigb,  grocer,  of  the  vil  of  Honiton, 
holding  a  meeting,  to  support  the  Protestant 
Church  against  the  mischievous  designs  of 
the  Parishes.  Hags  of  Rhubarb  Hall,  and 
Honiton  Brunswickers  ! — i' faith  yoa  are  ex- 
cellent company,  and  admirably  matched. 
The  Times  is  wrong,  however,  when  he 
ascribes  the  authorship  of  the  requisition  to 
Mr.  Bowerman,  the  landlord  of  the  King's 
Arms,  who  is  much  too  clever  a  man  to  pen 
such  trash  :  he  is,  iudeed,  an  enemy  to  the 
practices  of  Catholicism,  because  he  is  a 
confirmed  hater  of  /jit- days.  And  thus  we 
conclude  our  banter. 

If  the  Apothecaries'  Act  of  1815  had  been 
founded  upon  just  and  equitable  principles, 
—if  it  had  not  deceived  the  public,  by  pro- 
fessing wbat  it  can  never  accomplish,— 
and  if  it  had  not  invested  a  set  of  indivi- 
duals with  powers  which  they  have  proved 
(hemf  elves  to  be  incapable  of  properly  ex- 
ercising,—we  should  not  have  spoken  of  it 
on  so  many  occasions  in  such  unqualified 
terms  of  condemnation. 

We  stated  in  our  Ninth  Volumet,  that  the 
Act  was  projected  by  avarice,  supported  by 
intrigue,  and  enacted  by  ignorance.  From 
that  statement  we  do  not  now  retract  one 
word ;  and  if  Tht  Times  would  be  at  the 
pains  to  peruse  the  document,  we  are  per- 
suaded that  his  conviction  of  the  unjust 
motives  of  its  proposers,  and  the  impolitic 
provisions  of  many  of  its  clauses,  will  not 
be  less  strong  than  our  own. 

The  powers,  however,  which  have  been 
recently  assumed  by  the  Apothecaries' 
Company,  are  clearly  not  warranted  by  the 


*  Bastard  is  one  of  the  county  members, 
t  Page  5. 
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Act ;  in  fact,  they  are  usurped.  The  fifth 
clause  defines  the  business,  or  duty,  of  the 
apothecary. 

"  And  whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
person  using  or  exercising  the  art  and  mys- 
tery of  an  apothecary  to  prepare  with  ex- 
actness and  to  dispense  such  medicines  as 
may  be  directed  for  the  sick  by  any  physi- 
cian lawfully  licensed  to  practise  physic  by 
the  president  and  commonalty  of  the  faculty 
of  physic  in  London,  or  by  either  of  the 
two  universities  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge ; 
therefore,  for  the  further  protection,  secu- 
rity, and  benefit  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
and  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  prac« 
tice  of  physic  throughout  England  and 
Wales,  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  persou 
using  or  exercising  the  art  and  mystery  of 
an  apothecary  shall  at  any  time  knowingly, 
wilfully,  and  contumaciously  refuse  to  make, 
mix,  compound,  prepare,  give,  apply  or 
administer,  or  any  way  to  sell,  set  on  sale, 
put  forth,  or  put  to  sale,  to  any  person  or 
persons  whatever,  any  medicines,  com- 
pound medicines,  or  medicinable  composi- 
tions, or  shall  deliberately,  or  negligently, 
falsely,  unfaithfully,  fraudulently,  or  unduly 
make,  mix,  compound,  prepare  give,  apply, 
or  administer,  Or  any  way  sell,  set  on  sale, 
put  forth,  or  put  to  sale,  to  any  person  or 
persons  whatever,  any  medicines,  compound 
medicines,  or  medicinable  compositions,  as 
directed  by  any  prescription,  order,  or  re- 
ceipt, signed  with  the  initials,  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  of  any  physician  so  lawfully 
licensed  to  practise  physic,  such  person  or 
persons  so  offending  shall,  upon  complaint 
made  within  twenty  one  days  by  such  phy- 
sician, and  upon  conviction  of  such  offence 
before  any  of  his  Majesty's  justices  of  the 
peace,  unless  such  offender  can  show  some 
satisfactory  reason,  excuse,  or  justification 
in  this  behalf,  forfeit  for  the  first  offence  the 
sum  of  five  pounds." 

And,  in  clause  twenty,  it  is  provided,  that, 
"if  any  person,  (except  such  as  are  then 
actually  practising  as  such,)  shall,  after  the 
said  1st  day  of  August,  1815,  act  or  practise 
as  an  apothecary  in  any  part  of  England  or 
Wales,  without  having  obtained  such  certi- 
ficate as  aforesaid, — every  person  so  offend- 
ing shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  twenty  pouuds."  Here  we 
have  the  business  of  the  apothecary  defined, 
viz.  "  dispensing  the  prescriptions  of  physicians, 
who  are  legally  authorised  to  prescribe  ," 
and,  secondly,  the  amount  of  penalty  which 
is  to  be  inflicted  on  those  who  infringe  this 
N  2 
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practice.  By  a  most  extraordinary  species 
of  ratiocination,  the  Court  of  Examiners 
Lave  contrived  to  understand,  that,  by 
these  clauses,  they  may  mulct  the  members 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons  of  their  imme- 
morial rights  }  prevent  the  graduates  of  the 
Scotch,  and  other  Universities,  from  prac- 
tising aa  apothecaries  in  England ;  and 
prohibit,  not  only  surgeons,  but  even  the 
Fellows  of  the  London  College  of  Physi- 
cians, from  dispensing  their  own  prescrip- 
tions. Thus,  from  their  measures,  they 
would  have  it  inferred}  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature  to  refuse  gentle- 
men, whom  they  deemed  capable  of  pre- 
scribing for  the  cure  of  the  most  important 
diseases,  the  opportunity  of  mixing  in  a 
mortar  the  remedies  which  they  have  the 
ability  to  direct.  Now,  we  ask,  could  this 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  ? 
If  the  following  clause  of  the  Act  should 
furnish  a  negative  to  this  question,  then 
we  shall  have  proved  the  usurpation  of 
the  Company,  and  the  consequent  illegality 
of  their  present  proceedings. 

"  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  en- 
acted, That  nothing  in  this  Act  contained 
shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to 
prejudice  or  in  any  way  to  affect  the  trade 
or  business  of  a  chymist  and  druggist,  in 
the  buying,  preparing,  compounding,  dis- 
pensing, and  vending  drugs,  medicines,  and 
medicinable  compounds,  wholesale  and  re- 
tail ;  but  all  persons  using  or  exercising  the  said 
trade  or  business,  or  who  shall  or  may  hereafter 
we  or  exercise  the  same,  shall  and  may  use,  ex- 
ercise, and  carry  on,  the  same  trade  or  businees  in 
such  manner,  and  as  fully  and  amply  to  all  in' 
tents  and  purposes,  as  the  same  trade  or  business 
v>as  used,  exercised,  or  carried  on  by  chymists 
and  druggists  before  the  passing  of  this  Act" 

To  this  clause  we  earnestly  invite  the 
particular  attention  of  The  Times ;  for,  if  we 
can  only  succeed  iu  convincing  our  con- 
temporary of  the  inutility  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Act  in  its  present  shape,  or,  what  is 
worse,  its  pernicious  effects  on  the  interests 
of  the  public  and  of  the  medical  profession , 
we  are  persuaded  that  he  will  not  only  aid 
the  cause  of  medical  reform,  but,  by  his 
powerful  advocacy  and  unrivalled  influence, 


accomplish  its  speedy  and  final  success. 
The  profession,  at  this  day,  stand  in  need  of 
little  information  on  the  subject ;  it  is  the 
public  and  parliament  who  require  to  be  en- 
lightened. The  Legislature  having  considered 
that  chemists  and  druggists  are  fully  qualified 
to  execute  all  the  duties  which  belong  to 
the  business  of  the  apothecary,  can  any 
person,  possessing  common  sense,  believe 
that  they  intended  to  withhold  from  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons,  of  the  first  rate  charac- 
ter and  education,  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties which  are  so  freely  and  so  unreservedly 
awarded  to  the  ignorant  and  uneducated? 
The  words  of  the  Act  declare,  that  it  was  to 
protect  the  public  from  the  practices  of 
ignorant  persons  ;  the  privileges  granted  to 
the  chemists  and  druggists,  is  an  acknow- 
ledgement that  the}/  are  not  the  ignorant 
persons  from  whom  it  was  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  public;  therefore,  in  seeking  for 
those  individuals,  from  whose  ignorant 
practices  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  guard 
the  public,  we  must  descend  from  the  che- 
mist and  druggist  a  step  or  two  lower,  and 
here  we  find  the  uninformed  shop-boy  and  the 
impudent  quack  ;  the  former  of  whom,  it  is 
well  known  in  numberless  instances,  is  per- 
mitted to  dispense  the  prescriptions  of  sur- 
geons and  physicians  ;  and  the  latter  kills, 
far  and  wide,  by  means  of  his  baneful  nos- 
trums. Whence,  then,  the  protection  from 
the  Apothecaries'  Act  ?  It  is  a  delusion  ; 
a  profitable  one,  to  the  Apothecaries'  Com- 
pany,  it  must  be  confessed,  into  whose 
coffers  it  has  caused  to  be  thrown,  even  at 
this  eaily  period,  nearly  thirty  thousand 
pounds.  The  individual  of  the  present  day, 
who  styles  himself  chemist  and  druggist,  is, 
in  every  respect,  the  apothecary,  not  only  of 
the  most  remotes  limes,  but  the  apothecary 
described  in  the  Charier  of  James  the  First, 
and  further,  the  apothecary  described  in  the 
Act  of  J  815  ;  a  person  whose  attainments 
and  practice  are  altogether  dissimilar  to 
those  of  the  general  practitioner  or  surgeon, 
with  whom,  of  late,  it  has  been  the  fashion 
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with  the  members  of  a  certain  corporation 
to  confound  him.  Chemists  and  druggists, 
before  the  Act  of  1815,  not  only  in  London, 
but  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  were 
in  the  habit  ofyisiting  patients,  prescrib- 
ing for  palie/its;  ami  dispensing  their  own 
prescriptions.  These  privileges  were  se- 
cured to  them  by  the  foregoing  clause  ; 
accordingly,  at  the  present  day,  without 
Laving  served  any  apprenticeship  to  a 
medical  man,  entirely  divested  of  scien- 
tific medical  information,  they  visit  sick  per- 
sons, prescribe,  dispense  the  medicines,  and 
can  recover  at  law  for  medicines  so  supplied ; 
yet,  owing  to  the  usurpation  of  tho 
Apothecaries'  Company,  the  Fellows  of  the 
College  of  Physicians,  even  Sir  Henry  Hal- 
ford  himself,  cannot  dispense  Ids  own  pre- 
scriptions! unless  he  open  shop  as  a  chemist 
and  druggist ;  Scotch  graduates  are  pre- 
vented (no  great  loss,  to  be  sure)  from 
practising  in  England  and  Wales  as  apothe- 
caries; the  members  of  the  English  College 
of  Surgeons  do  not  recover  at  law  for  medi- 
cines with  which  they  supply  their  patients, 
and  are  prohibited  from  dispensing  their 
own  prescriptions.  These  are  a  few  of  the 
blessings  which  we  derive  from  the  Apothe- 
caries' Act,  and  the  usurpation  of  the 
Apothecaries'  Company. 

We  are  as  anxious  as  The  Timet  can  be, 
that  the  public  should  be  protected  against 
unqualified  practitioners,  and,  probably,  we 
are  more  anxious  that  the  interests  of  the 
profession  should  be  protected  against  the 
unprincipled  proceedings  of  the  same  im- 
pudent imposters.  But,  in  our  anxiety  to 
see  this  accomplished,  we  cannot  laud  the 
Apothecaries'  Act  of  1815,  a  measure  which, 
although  it  may  have  effected  some  good, 
has  gone  far  towards  destroying  the  respect- 
ability of  the  profession,  owing  to  the 
powers  with  which  it  invested  a  company 
of  retail  druggists.  The  conduct  of  this 
body  to  medical  students  has  been  infamous ; 
each  year  they  have  published  ex  "post facto 
laws,  which  have  had  the  effect  of  putting 


meritorious  young  men  to  enormous  ex- 
pense and  unnecessary  trouble,  without  any 
equivalent  advantage ;  and  in  some  instances 
students  of  great  merit  have  quitted  the 
profession  in  disgust,  from  the  harassing 
and  cruel  tendency  of  the  Company's  "  re- 
gulation." Give  us  "  indentures,"  give  us 
"  certificates,"  give  us  "  certificates,"  is 
the  eternal,  the  senseless  cry,  of  the  Court 
of  Examiners.  They  demand  similar  inden- 
tures and  similar  ceitificates,  from  young 
men  of  ability  and  from  men  of  no  ability ; 
from  the  industrious  and  from  the  idle  ; 
from  the  talented  and  from  the  stupid.  They 
must  and  will  exact  the  same  sum  of  money, 
from  each  candidate,  utterly  regardless 
of  natural  capabilities  and  acquirements. 
Can  The  Times,  the  liberal,  the  enlightened 
Times,  support  such  a  system  as  this? 
Will  The  Timet,  who  has  so  ably  and  so 
beneficially  advocated,  by  unanswerable 
arguments,  the  removal  of  restrictions  on 
commerce,  become  a  stickler  for  restric- 
tions on  science  ?  Impossible. — The  Times, 
who  was  for  the  free  introduction  of  French 
silk,  will  not,  surely,  attempt  to  pro- 
hibit French  physic.  If  a  pupil  claim  to  be 
examined,  why  should  he  not  be  examined 
without  the  production  of  a  single  certifi- 
cate 1  Because  if  the  Examiners  are  them- 
selves qualified  for  the  proper  execution  of 
their  duty,  the  public  will  find  their  security 
in  the  success  of  the  examined.  Certificates, 
it  is  true,  show  that  a  certain  sum  of  money 
has  been  expended  ;  but  in  the  medical  pro- 
fession, talent  alone  is  the  legitimate  source 
of  respectability. 


A  Weekly  Medical  Journal  has  just 
appeared  at  Paris,  under  the  title  of"  Journal 
Helxlimadaire  de  Mtdecin*,"  which,  in  point 
of  form,  type,  and  general  arrangement, 
bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  Th  e  La  vcet. 
It  is,  in  fact,  another  imitation  of  this  Jour- 
nal ;  and,  as  far  as  we  can  judge  from  an  in- 
spection of  the  first  Number,  a  more  re- 
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ppecfable  imitation  of  our  publication 
tny  winch  has  been  attempted  in  our  own 
metropolis.  The  Editor*  state  in  tbeir  Pre- 
face, that  they  have  been  induced  to  under- 
take this  work  in  consequence  of  the  un 
settled  state  of  the  medical  profession  in 
France.  "  La  mend*  mtdicul,"  they  observe, 
cat  Agile*,  depuh  qiuUpie  fern*,  par  tin  vague 
tmtiment  d'hraclution  et  d' inquietude."  What 
grounds  there  may  be  at  Paris  for  asserting 
that  the  medical  world  is  in  a  state  of  agi- 
tation,  we  know  not ;  but  it  is  a  little  sin- 
gular that  a  Btate  of  the  profession,  which, 
according  to  the  enemies  of  medical  reform 
in  this  country,  derives  its  origin  from  the 
appearance  of  The  Lancet  in  October  18*3, 
should  now  be  assigned,  by  the  French  jour- 
nalists, as  a  reason  for  a  similar  publication 
in  Paris.  The  supposed  agitation  of  the 
medical  profession  in  this  country,  is,  we 
repeat  it  for  the  hundredth  time,  a  chimera, 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Kovttaber  3,  1828. 

Dr.  Haslam,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Tins  was  the  evening  appointed  for  re- 
ceiving tlic  gei:erul  report  of  the  slate  of 
the  Society,  end,  by  whom  we  know  not, 
directions  were  given  contrary  to  any  exist- 
ing law,  that  no  visitors  should  he  admitted 
into  the  Society  until  after  the  report  was 
received,  and  its  affairs  discussed.  The 
consequence  of  this  was,  that  a  number  of 
visitors  were  kept  waiting  in  another  room 
until  half  past  nine  o'clock,  when  it  was  in- 
li muted  to  them  by  one  of  the  Registrar's 
sons,  that  the  private  business  having  occu- 
pied the  whole  of  the  evening,  the  other 
business  of  the  Society  would  not  be  entered 
upon,  and  that,  therefore,  they  might 
depart. 

Several  members,  as  they  proceeded  up 
stairs  to  the  Society,  seeing  the  visitors 
waitiug,  regretted  that  they,  having  in- 
tended to  fuvour  the  Society  with  their  pre- 
sence, should  not  have  been  admitted  into 
the  room,  and  expressed  their  abhorrence 

a  mere  creature  of  the  imagination,  or.  rn- 1  Ht  "ything  .in  the  shape  of  privacy  being 

°  carried  on  within  the  walls  of  the  mstitu- 

ther,  a  fiction  propagated  by  the  corrupt  |  tjon.    't  here  was  no  report  prepared  for  tho 

junta,  which  has  too  long  battened  on  the 


spoils  which  it  has  appropriated,  at  the 
price  of  the  welfure,  the  honour,  and  the 
respectability,  of  the  profession.  That  cor- 
rupt junta  is  fully  sensible  of  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  profession,  and  it  foresees,  in 
that  tranquillity,  a  storm  that  threatens 
it  with  destruction.  The  great  body  of  the 
profession  is  calm,  and  collected,  and  reso- 


President ;  therefore  he  was  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  calling,  in  succession,  upon  the 
Treasurer,  Librarian,  and  Secretary,  for 
foreign  correspondence,  to  lay  before  the 
Society  oral  statements,  in  order  tbat  its 
members  might  clearly  understand  the  situa- 
tion of  their  affairs. 

The  Treasurer  (Dr.  Shearman)  stated, 
that  it  appeared  the  Society  was  a  little  in 
arrear,  owing  to  the  great  expense  it  had 
been  at  in  the  repairs  of  its  house,  &c. 
The  President  hoped  it  would  be  found. 


i  *     •»  •    -  i..  *i  ~  e  —  k;-j-  tue  Society  possessed  ample  energies  to 

lute:  it  is  only  the  few  obscene  birds  of  /  r  _  .      .    ,/       .    *>  " 

'  J  enable  it  to  retrieve  itself  from  its  present 

prey,  which  have  hitherto  clouded  and  cor-  difficulties. 


rupted  the  medical  atmosphere,  that  are 
crest- fallen  and  agitated. 


Mr.  Tyrrell  adverted  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  Society  had  been  detained  a  fort- 
night ago,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of 
the  Registrar,  he  having  been  detained  by 
the  Council  in  their  room,  after  the  usual 
period  at  which  the  Society  meets.  He 
cordially  agreed  with  the  observations 
made  at  that  time  by  the  President,  strongly 
deprecated  such  conduct,  and  hoped  that 
such  a  circumstance  would  not  transpire 
again. 

In  the  course  of  observations  from  seve- 
ral quarters  on  this  subject,  it  appeared 
that  there  was  a  law  of  the  Society,  making 
it  the  duty  of  one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  not 

fleets  great  credit  on  the  talent  and  dis-i°fthe  UePltr.M,,to  be  present  at  tbe  com- 
greai  creaii  on  me  uueui  ana  uis-  mencement  Df  lne  meeting,  to  read  the 

crimination  of  Mr.  D.  Evans.  minutes  of  the  former  night's  discussion, 


An  account  of  another  successful  opera- 
tion for  aneurism  of  the  innominata  and 
carotid,  by  tying  the  artery  on  the  distal 
side  of  the  tumour,  will  be  found  at  page 
187  of  our  present  Number.  Country  sur- 
geons are  beginning  to  take  their  proper 
station.   The  treatment  of  the  case  re- 
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the  latter  officer's  duty  being  merely  to  take 
notes  of  what  transpired  as  the  discussions 
proceeded. 

Mr.  Callaway,  one  of  the  secretaries, 
observed  that  if  this  was  really  the  duty  of 
the  secretary,  he  should  forthwith  un- 
burthen  himself  of  the  situation  he  held  in 
the  Society. 

The  President  trusted,  after  the  public 
notice  that  had  been  taken  of  this  violation 
of  order,  there  would  he  no  future  ground 
of  complaint. 

A  long  discussion  next  arose,  with  re- 
gurd  to  tlie  publication  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Society,  and  respecting  the  right  of 
the  Society  to  detain  any  papers  that  might 
bo  read  to  it. 

The  President,  with  that  openness  and 
liberality  for  which  be  is  so  pre-eminently 
distinguished,  advocated  the  propriety  of 
affording,  most  cordially,  every  opportu- 
nity to  the  facility  of  publishing  whatever 
transpired  in  the  Society.  He  considered 
that  faithful  reports  had  done,  and  would  do, 
more  for  the  interests  of  the  Society,  and  to 
promote  the  objects  of  its  formation,  than  any 
other  thing  that  could  possibly  be  thought 
of;  and,  consequently,  that  the  Society,  in- 
stead of  objecting  to  the  admission  of  the 
medical  press,  was  greatly  indebted  to  it,  for 
the  part  it  took  in  their  proceedings.  A3  to 
the  right  of  detaining  papers  after  they  had 
been  read  to  the  Society,  bethought  papers, 
read  by  authors  themselves,  differed  very 
materially  from  those  presented  to,  and 
read  by,  the  Secretary.  In  the  former  in- 
stance, in  his  opinion,  the  papers  were  the 
literary  prop?rty  of  the  author,  who  had  a 
right  to  make  what  further  use  of  them  he 
pleased, — either  to  publish  them,  or  to  lock 
them  up  in  his  drawer. 

Mr.  Callaway  adverted  to  a  case,  in 
which,  be  believed,  it  turned  out  that  the 
publication  of  reports,  where  they  were 
allowed,  took  away  the  author's  literary 
right  in  what  was  read  ;  and,  if  this  were 
really  the  case,  he  thought  there  would  be 
an  objection  to  permitting  the  reports  be- 
ing made.  He  could  not  but  state,  how- 
ever, that  the  reports  in  The  Lancet  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  faithful  and  accurate 
in  every  respect. 

Mr.  Salmon  considered  the  eye  of  the 
press  one  of  the  most  excellent  checks  over 
the  Society  it  could  under  any  circum- 
stances have.  Putting  every  tiling  else 
aside,  it  was  calculated  to  prevent  people 
occupying  the  time  of  the  Society  in  talk- 
ing nonsense.  If  they  continued  to  talk 
nonsense,  they  were  held  up  to  the  ridicule 
of  the  profession ;  and,  iu  such  cases, 
richly  would  they  deserve  to  be  bled  weekly 
by  The  Lancet.  (Laughter  and  applause). 

Mr.  Waller,  Mr.  Howell,  and  some 
other  gentlemen,  warmly  supported  the 


President,  and  agreed  with  him,  to  the  ut- 
most extent,  in  the  propriety  of  assenting 
to,  nay,  of  earnestly  soliciting,  the  veiy 
advantageous  assistance  of  the  medical 
press. 

The  Registrar,  and  a  few  others,  at- 
tempted to  stand  up  as  staunchly  on  tho 
other  side  of  the  question.  They  contended, 
might  and  main,  for  "  Hole-aud-Corner " 
work.  They  seemed,  like  sensitive  plants, 
afraid  of  being  touched,  as  if  conscious 
that  they  were  unable  to  withstand  the  fair 
and  open  goze  of  the  profession.  A  negative 
reply  was  made  by  Mr.  Field,  the  Registrar, 
to  the  question  of  a  member,  whether  the  ob- 
jection to  the  publication  of  reports  of  the 
Society,  did  not  exi&t  with  respect  to  one 
weekly  publication  ouly.  The  question  on 
this  poiut  might,  perhaps,  have  been  put  to 
Mr.  Field  in  another  shape,  and  in  a  way  in 
which  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  him 
to  have  withheld  the  fact ;  for  we  conceive 
we  have  solid  ground  for  alleging,  that  Mr. 
Field  transfers  the  minutes  of  the  Society  to 
another  publication. 

Mr.  Field,  too,  said,  that  the  reports 
must  either  bo  by  members,  or  visitors  in- 
troduced by  them ;  [what  a  discovery  !J 
and,  iu  his  opinion,  members  ought  to  be 
held  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  those 
who  were  introduced  by  them  ! 

The  President  politely  and  conclusively 
observed,  that  the  accuracy  with  which  the 
reports  were  made,  was  both  a  sufficient 
responsibility  and  security  to  the  Society 
and  its  members. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 


List  of  Patients  admitted  under  the 
Mr.  Lawrence,  October  30. 


of 


Henry  the  Eighth's  Ward,  No.  1 . — Benjamin 
Shaw,  aitat.  6  a,  malignant  tumour,  proceed- 
ing from  the  lower  part  of  the  right  orbit, 
with  displacement  of  the  eye  and  total  loss 
of  sight. 

No.  2. — W.  Miller,  setat.  26,  large  ulcera- 
tion of  the  scrotum,  with  a  fungus  protrud- 
ing. 

No.  3. — E.  Cummings,  a?tat.  36,  slough- 
ing ulceration  of  the  left  ancle. 

No.  6. — Isaac  Pain,  aetat.  26,  ulceration 
of  the  inside  of  the  left  thigh,  with  a  sinus 
communicating  with  the  femur. 

No.  8. — James  Haynes,  aetat.  30,  con- 
tacted rectum,  with"  abscess  surrounding, 
and  a  fungous  excrescence  growing  from  the 
anus. 

No.  11.— Edw.  Barber,  aitat.  50,  exten- 
sive ulceration  of  the  right  leg  below  the 
knee. 
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No.  2,  (Back  Ward) . — £.  Hagger,  aetat.  j  the  lower  extremities.    Had  been  ftccua- 

16,  slight  contusion  of  the  right  knee.         |  totned  to  get  n  et  at  work,  hut  wa3  not  sen- 

No. 8. — Richard  Sweeney,  atat.  l/>,  opa- 
city of  the  cornea  of  both  eyes,  and  immo- 
bility of  the  iris  of  the  right  eye  ;  ulcera- 


tion of  the  right  leg,  and  paiuful  affection 
of  the  limbs. 

No.  11. — Kdward  Sharp,  aetat.  25,  large 
sloughing  ulceration  of  the  left  arm,  with 
fungus. 

Lasarus'  Ward,  No.  2.— R.  B„  letat.  19, 
ulceration  of  the  left  groin,  and  bubo. 

No.  3. — VV.  J.,  aetat.  27,  enlarged  gland 
in  both  groins,  with  phimosis. 

No.  4. — W.  S.,  Ktat.  17,  excoriation  and 
swelling  of  the  prepuce,  and  swelling  of  the 
glans  of  the  groin. 

No.  8. — VV.  L.,  aetat.  25,  phimosis  and 
ulceration  of  the  prepuce,  with  pustular 
eruption  over  the  body. 

No.  5.— J.  L.,  aetat.  26,  bubo  in  the  left 
groin. 

No.  10. — W.  K.,  aetat.  25,  condylomatous 
excrescences  about  the  anus. 

No.  11.— W.  E.,  aetat.  24,  ulceration  of 
the  prepuce,  with  swelling  of  the  glauds  in 
the  right  groin. 

Faith's  Ward,  No.  10. — Ann  Tilling,  aetat. 
23,  ulceration  of  the  varicose  veins  of  the 
right  leg. 

No.  18,  (Back  Ward).— Mary  Stewart, 
a'tat.  28,  ulceration  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
soft  palate,  and  extending  through  it. 

No.  22.— Jane  Perry,  astat.  25,  circular 
ulcerations  on  difTereut  parts,  and  pustular 
eruptions. 

No.  21.— Ellen  Ross,  aetat.  35,  deeply- 
seated  phlegmonous  ulceration  of  the  neck, 
with  scaly  erruption. 

Magdalen' i  Ward,  No.  2. — A.  K.,  act.  18, 
gonorrhoea,  and  ulceration  of  the  labia. 

Patience's  Ward,  No.  1 . — E.  M.,  aetat.  20, 
syphilitic  eruption  over  the  body. 

No.  3.— C.  R.,  a?tat.  18,  inflammation 
and  swelling  of  the  right  elbow;  ulcera- 
tions and  discharge. 

No.  8. — A.  S.,  a?tat.  16,  warts. 

No.  9. — M.  A.,  a*tot.  21,  swelling  and 
inflammation  of  the  right  labia. 


SUPPOSED  PARALYSIS  OF  THE  LOWER  EXTRE- 
MITIES, WITH  OBSTINATE  COSTI VENESS. 

John  Errington,  aetat.  32,  was  admitted 
on  the  18th  of  September  into  Henry  the 
Eighth's  Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Lawrence,  as  was  iuferred  from  his  appear- 
ance and  statement,  labouring  under  partial 
paralysis  of  the  lower  extremities,  and  a 
most  obstinately  costive  stale  of  the  bowels. 
He  was  of  middling  stature,  dark  haired, 
five  feet  seven  inches  in  height,  ruddy  ap- 
pearance, and  a  potter  by  trade.  Stated 
that  about  seven  months  ago  he  was  seized 
with  chilliness,  numbness,  and  cramps,  in 


sible  of  having  taken  cold  at  any  particular 
period.  The  uneasiness  in  his  limbs  had 
continued  until  his  admission.  Could  with 
great  difficulty  walk  across  the  floor  ;  in  at- 
tempting to  walk,  could  not  place  the  soles 
of  his  feet  fiimly  and  flatly  on  the  floor. 
About  three  weeks  ago  his  urine  began  to 
pass  at  night  involuntarily.  In  the  day 
time  he  can  occasionally  pass  it  at  will,  but 
with  considerable  pain  ;  is  extremely  rest- 
less at  night,  and  has  not  slept  soundly  for 
some  months.  The  ancle  and  knee  joints 
always  feel  stiff.  Pressure  at  the  lower 
part  of  the  lumbar  vertebrae  gives  pain, 
but  there  is  no  external  appearance  of  in- 
jury. The  bowels  have  been  costive  for  a 
long  time  ;  pulse  84.  Ordered  four  grains 
of  calomel,  with  ten  of  jalap,  to  be  taken 
immediately,  with  a  dose  of  the  house  me- 
dicine afterwards  ;  rive  grains  of  blue  pill 
in  the  morning,  aud  to  be  cupped  to  sixteen 
ounces. 

October  3.  Since  admitted  he  has  been 
cupped  in  the  loins  and  neck  ;  he  has  taken 
two  dozen  of  the  aloes  and  soap  pills,  four 
drops  of  the  croton  oil  (a  drop  every  two 
hours),  a  pint  of  castor  oil,  and  a  quart  of 
house  medicine,  besides  enemas  and  a  very 
considerable  quantity  of  calomel  and  jalap, 
and  yet  be  persists  in  stating  that  his  bowels 
have  been  but  slightly  acted  upon,  and  the 
evacuations  have  beeu  of  a  green  watery 
nature.  Complains  of  pain  in  the  abdomen 
upon  pressure,  though  there  is  no  unnatu- 
ral appearance  to  the  eye. 

In  a  few  days  a  ft  ei  wards,  suspicion  being 
excited  in  the  mind  of  the  surgeon  that  this 
patient  was  acting  the  part  of  the  old  soldier, 
and  subsequent  observations  confirming  this 
suspicion,  he  was  ordered  to  march,  to  his 
no  small  annoyance. 


AT 


FRACTURE  OP  TIIE  LEO  IN    A  PATIENT 
THE  SEVENTH  MONTH  OF  OESTATION. 

Hannah  Bruce,  aetat.  41,  was  admitted 
into  No.  10,  Queen's  Ward,  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Vincent,  on  the  10th  of  Sept.,  at 
half-past  twelve  p.m.,  with  a  fracture  of  the 
tibia  and  fibula,  at  about  the  inferior  third 
of  the  left  If  g.  The  patient  is  seven  months 
advanced  in  pregnancy  ;  gains  her  liveli- 
hood by  selling  articles  in  the  street,  and 
met  with  the  accident  by  slipping  on  tbe 
floor  when  entering  her  lodgings.  The 
child  is  alive,  and  very  strong.  The  limb  is 
put  up  in  splints,  and  the  patient  coufined 
to  bed. 

October  22.  She  has  not  had  a  bad  symp- 
tom ;  the  union  is  perfect ;  there  is  very 
little  swelling  of  the  foot;  she  is  able  to 
walk  comfortably  with  a  crutch,  and,  was 
this  day  discharged. 
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MALIGNANT   DISEASE  WITHIN  THE  CAVITY 
OF  THE  PKLVIS. 

Caroline  Douglas,  aetat.  35,  dark-haired, 
sallow  appearance,  and  rather  corpulent, 
was  admitted  on  the  21st  of  July  into 
Faith's  Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Law- 
rence, apparently  labouring  under  nothing 
more  than  simple  oedema  of  the  left  lower 
extremity,  and  more  particularly  of  the  su- 
perior portion  of  the  thigh.  Leeches  were 
applied,  the  saline  mixture  and  purgatives 
had  recourse  to,  and  she  soon  left  the  Hos- 
pital, as  was  supposed,  much  improved. 

Jn  the  course  of  a  few  days  6he  returned, 
worse  than  on  her  first  appearance,  and  was 
re-admitted.  The  limb  speedily  became 
nearly  three  times  as  large  as  the  other, 
and  the  oedema  progressively  moved  up  the 
left  side  of  the  abdomen  and  chest,  involv- 
ing the  mammary  gland.  The  right  lower 
extremity  became  occasionally  swollen  to 
a  small  extent,  and  towards  the  close  of 
life  the  whole  of  the  abdomen  and  chest. 
The  patient,  throughout  her  illness,  com- 
plained of  great  pain  in  the  left  extremity, 
and,  upon  pressure,  over  the  left  iliac  fossa. 
She  waa  a  married  woman,  had  had  chil- 
dren, and  the  yonugest  was  twelve  yeais  of 
age.  For  a  considerable  period  the  limb 
presented  all  the  appearances  of  phlegma- 
sia dolens,  but  till  death  there  waa  au  ob- 
scurity about  the  case.  At  one  period 
there  was  a  complete  suppression  of  urine  ; 
the  elateriura  was  then  had  recourse  to, 
which  occasioned  the  kidneys  again  to  se- 
crete. Sometimes  there  was  a  small  quan- 
tity of  blood  mixed  with  the  urine.  Leeches, 
general  bleeding,  cupping,  and  the  most 
appropriate  medicines  ingenuity  could  sug- 
gest, were  had  recourse  to.  As  after  cup- 
ping in  the  loins  a  great  quantity  of  watery 
fluid  escaped,  and  considerable  relief  was 
thereby  afforded,  Mr.  Lawrence  subse- 
quently made  two  small  incisions  on  the 
external  aspect  of  the  thigh,  and  one  in  the 
leg,  with  a  lancet,  in  the  hope  that  these 
outlets  might  prove  additionally  advan- 
tageous, but  unfortunately  the  hopes  were 
not  realised.  In  spite  of  every  treatment 
the  patient  gradually  grew  worse  till  the 
morning  of  the  31st  October,  on  which  she 
expired. 

The  Pott-mortem  Examination  waa  conduct- 
ed by  Mr.  Wood;  and  the  following  ap- 
pearances presented  themselves : — 

On  opening  the  chest  and  abdomen,  the 
pericardium  was  found  to  be  firmly  adherent 
to  several  parts  of  the  thorax,  the  peritoneum 
to  the  abdomen,  and  one  portion  of  the  intes- 
tines to  another,  in  various  parts,  as  well  as 
almost  throughout,  to  the  omentum.  The 
right  ventricle  of  the  heart  enlarged,  flaccid, 
and  thin  ;  the  liver  exceedingly  tubetculated ; 
the  left  kidney  enormously  enlarged  through- 
out its  structure,  weighing  at  least  two 


pounds,  but  having  a  healthy  appearance  ; 
the  right  kidney  smaller  than  usual.  The 
ureter  from  the  left  kidney  traceable,  though 
with  some  difficulty,  through  a  portion  of 
the  diseased  structure  in  the  pelvis,  and 
perfectly  pervious ;  the  right  ureter  was 
natural.  The  renal  artery  on  the  dis- 
eased side  not  much,  if  any,  larger  than 
usual.  An  immense  mass  of  diseased  struc- 
ture was  found  firmly  attached  to  the  inter- 
nal part  of  the  left  pubic  and  ischiatio 
portion  of  the  pelvis,  running  along  the 
linea  ilio-pectinea  to  the  sacro-ischiatic 
symphysis,  as  well  as  in  front,  crossing  the 
symphysis  pubis,  and  dipping  down  to  the 
outlet.  The  structure  likewise  extended 
out  of  the  pelvis,  proceeding  down  the 
thigh  for  about  an  inch  and  a  half  below 
Poupart's  ligament,  and  pressing  firmly 
on  the  femoral  vessels. 

The  diseased  substance  was  of  a  whitish 
cheesy  nature,  having  somewhat  the  ap- 
pearance of  medullary  sarcoma  ;  aud  from 
some  parts  of  it,  when  cut  into,  a  purulent 
discharge  was  observable.  A  small  quan- 
tity of  coagulated  lymph  and  blood  were 
found  in  the  femoral  vein,  a  short  distance 
below  Poupart's  ligament ;  and  these,  in 
all  probabability ,  together  with  the  pressure 
of  the  diseased  substance  upon  it,  occasion- 
ed the  ocdematous  state  of  the  limb.  The 
tunics  of  the  femoral  artery  were  much 
thickened,  indurated,  its  calibre  diminished, 
and  showed  slight  sigus  of  commencing 
ossification.  The  arteries,  throughout  the 
subject,  were  small.  The  lower  three  or 
four  inches  of  the  rectum  were  free  from 
the  disease,  but  all  the  rest,  with  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  sigmoid  flexure  of 
the  colon,  were  involved  in  it,  as  well  as 
the  posterior  surface  of  the  bladder,  fundus 
of  the  uterus,  the  ovaries  on  both  sides,  and 
the  lumbar  glands,  which,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  latter,  were  all,  in  some  part  or 
other,  closely  attached  together,  and  with 
the  diseased  mass  filled  up  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis,  attached  to  it  in  front  to  the  left 
ischiatic  fossa  and  sacrum.  On  carrying  a 
knife  through  the  symphysis  pubis,  the 
bones  separated  easily  to  the  extent  of 
two  inches,  and  then  the  sacro-iliac  sym- 
physes were  also  observed  to  be  detached. 
The  internal  surface  of  the  bladder,  oppo- 
site to  where  it  was  pressed  forcibly  upon 
posteriorly,  presented  a  very  vascular  ap- 
pearance, and  had  the  mucous  membrane 
slightly  ulcerated,  which  very  likely  pro- 
duced the  blood  that  was  observed  to  have 
passed  in  the  urine  during  life. 

Mr.  Langatali',  who  saw  the  parts  after 
dissection,  considered  the  left  kidney  dis- 
eased, though  it  maintained,  generally,  a 
healthy  appearance  ;  and  that,  probably,  its 
morbid  condition  occasioned  the  suppression 
of  the  secretion  of  the  urine. 
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LITHOTOMY—  LARYNGOTOMY. 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 


FA R A LYSI8    OF    THE    LOWER  EXTREMITIES 

FOLI.OWINO  INJURY. 

Frederick  Percy,  a  healthy-looking  aod 
robust  sailor,  xL  22,  was  admitted  June  12, 


lationi.  The  granulations  near  the  fore- 
head, on  the  left  side,  are  very  luxuriant, 
and  there  is  a  considerable  discharge  of  pus. 
A  day  or  two  after  the  operation,  ihere  was 
considerable  discharge  through  the  poste- 
rior nores  into  the  pharynx,  but  the  matter 


i»,  at  present,  discharged  by  the  nostrils  of 

1828.  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Green  ;  slated  '  «»*  newly-formed  nose.  At  the  upper  sur- 
face, on  the  right  side,  there  is  a  dark  spot, 
but,  in  all  other  patts,  the  wound  has  a 
healthy  appearance. 


that  about  six  months  before  admission, 
whilst  on  the  look  out  for  laud,  he  fell  from 
the  fore-top-mast  of  the  Atlas  East  India- 
man  on  his  buttocks  ;  he  experienced  a 
great  deal  of  pain  from  his  fall,  and  his 
lower  extremities  become  immediately  para- 
lytic ;  he  was  bled  from  his  arm,  and  was 
likewise  cupped  on  the  loins.  The  catheter 
wus  introduced  for  a  few  days  after  receiv- 
ing the  accident,  and,  for  some  time  after- 
wards, his  urine  was  thick,  aud  highly 
offensive ;  his  bowels  were  not  moved  till 
eight  days  after  the  accident,  although  pur-  i 
gative  medicine  was  administered.  When 
he  was  admitted,  there  was  a  projection 
of  the  spinous  processes  of  three  of  the 
lower  dorsal  vertebia:,  and  complete  para- 
lysis of  the  lower  extremities ;  sensibility 
not  at  all  diminished  ;  bowels  regular,  aud 
the  urine  not  delicient  in  quautity,  and 
readily  evacuated.  The  treatment  adopted, 
since  his  stay  in  the  hospital,  has  been  the 
insertion  of  two  setons  in  the  back,  and  the 
application  of  the  liniment  of  ammonia  to 
his  extremities.  He  says  he  is  much  bet- 
ter than  when  admitted  ;  he  can  now,  No- 
vember 3,  move  his  legs  and  toes  with  fa- 
cility. 

OPERATION  OF  LITHOTOMY. 

The  operation  of  lithotomy  was  performed 
at  this  hospital  on  Friday,  the  24th  ult.,  by 
Mr.  Green.  The  patient,  a  healthy-looking 
lad,  a?t.  10,  had  suffered  under  symptoms  of 
stone  for  several  years,  and  came  from  the 
vicinity  of  Wimblelon,  Surrey.  Mr.  Green, 
as  usual,  used  the  gorget;  the  stone  was 
readily  grasped  by  the  forceps,  but  some 
delay  was  occasioned  in  its  extraction  by  its 
lnrge  size ;  there  was  considerable  pain  in 
the  abdomen  two  days  after  the  operation, 
and  twelve  leeches  were  applied,  which 
were  repeated  a  day  or  two  following.  The 
boy  has  been  doing  well  since. 

Nov.  4.  Not  a  single  bad  symptom  has 
occurred.  The  urine  still  escapes  through 
the  opening. 

TALIACOTIAN  OPERATION. 

The  man  who  was  operated  on  by  Mr. 
Green  for  the  formution  of  a  new  nose,  is 
going  on  well :  on  the  left  side  it  has  united 
by  adhesion— on  the  right  by  granulation. 
The  septum  has  not  yet  united,  although 
there  are,  at  this  part,  wme  healthy  granu- 


HOPITAL  BEAUJON 


LARYNGOTOMY. 

A  young  man,  25  years  of  age,  of  a  strong 
constitution,  inadvertently  let  a  needle  slip 
down  his  throat.  He  was  iustautly  attacked 
with  violent  cough  sod  attempts  to  expec- 
torate, by  which,  at  last,  the  thread  to  which 
the  needle  was  attached  was  thrown  up  ; 
this  was,  however,  of  little  use,  for  pulling 
the  thread  brought  on  fresh  attacks  of 
coughing,  and  caused  a  very  painful  sensa- 
tion in  the  larynx,  as  if  the  needle  were 
fixed  in  its  substance.  After  the  patient 
had  remained  in  this  state  for  three  days, 
he  was,  on  the  19th  of  June,  brought  into 
the  hospital ;  at  this  time  he  was  affected 
with  a  most  violent  convulsive  cough,  dys- 
pnoea, extreme  anxiety,  intense  pain  in  the 
larynx,  almost  total  loss  of  voice,  and  very 
difficult  deglutition.  The  external  parts  of 
the  neck  were  red,  hot,  and  swollen.  During 
an  attack  of  cough,  the  thread  had  again 
disappeared.  M.  lilandin  being  uncertain 
whether  the  foreign  body  was  in  the  larynx 
or  in  the  esophagus,  put  off  the  operation 
until  the  re-appearance  of  the  thread  should 
enable  him  to  form  a  more  certain  diagnosis  ; 
meanwhile  leeches,  venesection,  &c,  were 
employed.  The  above  symptoms  continued, 
but  without  indicating  much  danger,  till  the 
21st,  when  the  thread,  having  been  again 
brought  up  by  coughing,  many  attempts 
were  made  to  withdraw  the  needle  by  it, 
but  in  vain  ;  in  depressing  the  tongue  with 
the  finger,  it  was  evident  that  the  thread 
entered  the  larynx  on  the  left  side  of  the 
epiglottis,  and  after  a  fruitless  attempt  to 
extract  the  needle  by  means  of  a  curved 
tube,  laryngotomy  was  resolved  on.  The 
swelling  of  the  neck  was  so  considerable, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  find  exactly  the 
trico-thyreoidean  space.  M.  Blandin  made 
an  incision  in  the  middle  of  the  laryngeal 
region,  and  by  slowly  dissecting  the  celiulo- 
fibrous  mass,  into  which  the  subcutaneous 
muscles  weie  changed,  arrived  at  the  crico- 
thyreoid  membrane,  which,  after  the  ligature 
of  a  few  small  arteriee,  was  transverjely 
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opened.  A  director  was  carried  through 
the  aperture,  ond  the  thyreoid  cartilage  di- 
vided on  it  in  its  whole  length  ;  a  violent, 
but  short  attack  of  cough  followed  this 
part  of  the  operation  ;  when  it  had  subsided, 
some  attempts  were  made  to  extract  the 
needle,  but  the  extreme  agitation  which 
followed  each  introduction  of  tlie  forceps, 
made  M.  Blandin  desist  from  them.  The 
wound  was  dressed  with  a  piece  of  adhesive 
plaster,  with  an  opening  ih  the  middle  for  the 
passage  of  air.  The  act  of  swallowing  was 
now  attended  with  much  lessdifficulty, but  the 
fluids  escaped,  for  the  most  part,  through  the 
wound.  The  thread  had,  during  the  ope- 
ration, been  involuntarily  swallowed.  The 
next  morning  the  needle,  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  length,  was  found  fixed  in  the  plaster, 
and  easily  extracted.  From  this  time  all 
the  symptoms  abated,  and  the  wound  slowly 
healed,  at  the  end  of  September,  a  small 
fistulous  opening,  and  some  hoarseness,  still 
remained. — Journ.  Hebdomad,  de  Midec. 


HOTEL  D1EU. 


CATA RACT. 


In  twenty -one  cases  of  cataract,  where 
M.  Dupuytren  performed  keratonyxis,  the 
following  were  the  results  : — of  the  pati- 
ents three  were  uuder  ten,  seven  under 
fifty,  and  eleven  above  fifty  years  of  age  ; 
iu  eleven  cases  the  operation  was  followed 
by  immediate  success  ;  in  six,  the  patients 
recovered  their  sight  afteT  a  month  ;  in  four 
cases  only  the  operation  failed ;  iu  two  of 
them  amaurosis,  in  one  opacity  of  the 
cornea,  and,  iu  another,  inflammation  and 
atrophy  of  the  eye  ensued. 


ANEURISM  OF  THE  INNOM1NATA 
AND  CAROTID. 

[Communicated  by  Mr.  Wardrop.] 


Aneurism  pf  the  Inncmiuata  and  Rwt  of  the 
Carotid,  tuecmfully  treated  by  Tying  the 
Carotid  jfrtery. 

By  D.  Evans,  E$q.  Surgeon  at  Bdper, 
Derbyshire* 

William  Hall,  sstat.  30,  a  butcher  and 
horse-dealer,  an  athletic  and  spirited  young 
man,  about  five  feet  six  inches  high,  has 
been  accustomed  to  laborious  exercise,  fre- 
quently riding  from  70  to  100  miles  n  day, 
and  has  always  enjoyed  excellent  health, 
until  the  appearance  of  the  following  symp- 
toms : — About  14  months  ago  he  was  seized 
with  shortness  of  breath,  troublesome  cough, 


and  tightness  over  the  chest,  after  much  ex- 
ertion, especially  in  walking  fast  up  a  hill. 
These  symptoms  continued  until  the  6th 
March,  when  he  had  an  attack  of  bronchitis, 
which  he  attributed  to  cold.  His  expectora- 
tion was  copious,  consisting  of  mucus 
slightly  streaked  with  blocd,  anil  his  cough 
came  on  in  violent  paroxyms,  which  were 
followed  by  a  sense  of  suffocation. 

On  the'  10th  of  March,  after  a  fit  of 
coughing,  a  soft  pulsating  tumour,  about 
the  sixe  of  a  walnut,  suddenly  made  its  ap- 
pearance behind,  and  extending  a  little 
above  the  right  sterno.clavicular  articula- 
tion, and  covered,  externally,  by  the  sternal 
portion  of  the  sterno-mastoid  muscle.  The 
tumour  was  greatly  diminished  by  firm  pres- 
sure, but  could  not  be  made  to  disappear 
entirely. 

The  pulsation  of  the  tumour,  which  was 
synchronous  with  that  of  the  hesrt,  was 
increased  in  force  by  pressure  upon  the 
light  subclavian  artery,  and  was  diminished, 
and  sometimes  completely  arrested,  by  pres- 
sure upon  the  Tight  carotid,  above  the  tu- 
mour. The  pulsations  of  the  right  carotid, 
and  subclavian  arteries,  were  stronger  than 
those  of  the  left;  but  there  was  no  appa- 
rent difference  in  the  pulsations  of  the  ra- 
dial arteries. 

As  soon  as  the  tumour  made  its  appear- 
ance, the  cough  and  dyapnera  ceased  to  be 
troublesome,  and  his  health  was  soon  re* 
established.  His  chest  sounded  well  upon 
percussion,  and  the  respiratory  murmur 
was  distinctly  heard  all  over  it.  No  unna- 
tural pulsation  could  be  detected,  by  the 
use  of  the  stethoscope,  between  the  tumour 
and  the  heart.  A  loud  and  powerful  pulsa- 
tion was  heard  over  the  tumour,  unattended 
with  any  unusual  sound. 

In  taking  into  consideration  the  situation 
of  the  tumour, — its  sudden  appearance,  after 
a  violent  paroxysm  of  coughing,  and  its 
soft  pulsating  character,  together  with  the 
symptoms  above  enumerated, — little  doubt 
could  be  entertained  of  its  nature,  and  I 
concluded  that  the  root  of  the  carotid  artery 
was  the  scat  of  the  disease. 

Considering  this  a  favourable  case  for  the 
operation  lately  revived,  and  60  ably  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Wardrop,  I  was  induced  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  two  eminent  surgeons 
in  London  respecting  its  propriety.  Both, 
however,  disapproving  of  the  operation,  it 
was,  therefore,  determined,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  my  friends,  Mr.  Bennet,  and 
Mr.  Brown,  of  Derby,  that  a  fair  trial 
should  be  mode  of  Valsalva's  plan  of  treat- 
ing aneurisms.  , 

The  nature  of  the  disease  was  fully  ex- 
plained to  the  patient,  who,  fortunately,  was 
a  man  of  strong  sense  and  most  determined 
resolution,  and,  from  his  employment  lead- 
ing him  to  study  the  diseases  of  horses. 
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there  was  no  difficulty  in  making  him  com- 
prehend the  dangerous  tendency  of  the  dis- 
ease. He  therefore  submitted,  with  per* 
feet  confidence,  to  the  proposed  plan  of 
treatment ;  and  I  cannot  suff"ieutly  admire 
the  fortitude  and  cheerfulness  with  which 
he  bore  the  long  privation  which  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  enforce,  and  the  implicit  faith 
which  he  placed  iu  all  the  remedies  adopted 
for  his  relief. 

April  3.  He  was  accordingly  ordered  to 
bed,  to  be  bled,  to  the  extent  of  eight  ouuees, 
every  third  day  ;  his  diet  to  consist  of  small 
quantities  of  gruel,  broth,  and  tea.  Small 
doses  of  digitalis  were  likewise  adminis- 
tered. This  plan  of  treatment  was  conti 
nued  until  the  )3th  of  July.  During  the 
first  month,  there  appeared  some  little  im- 
provement ;  his  pulse  was  frequently  as  low 
as  47  in  the  minute,  the  tumour  became 
harder,  its  pulsation  less  forcible,  and  more 
remote ;  from  which  it  was  supposed  that 
coagula  might  be  forming.  The  blood  hi- 
therto had  seemed  perfectly  healthy,  and  it 
was  noticed  that,  if  the  bleeding  were  de- 
layed beyond  the  usual  time,  the  symptoms 
were  aggravated. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  a  great  altera- 
tion, for  the  worse,  took  place,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  owing  to  his  taking  a  small 
quantity  of  animal  food.  The  blood,  after 
each  bleeding,  became  buffed  ;  pulse  80  in 
the  minute  ;  the  tumour  rapidly  increasing 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  and  becoming 
very  painful  upon  pressure.  Twenty  leeches 
were  applied,  without  auy  relief.  A  few 
days  afterwards  a  diarrhoea  supervened,  the 
inflammatory  state  of  the  tumour  abated, 
the  pain  ceased,  and  the  swelling,  in  some 
degree,  subsided.  After  this  attack,  his 
pulse  was  never  less  than  80  in  the  minute, 
although  the  same  plan  of  treatment  was 
rigidly  adhered  to. 

From  this  time  until  the  1st  of  July,  the 
tumour  remained  stationary  ;  but,  from  the 
latter  date,  until  the  20th,  he  gradually  got 
worse ;  the  tumour  increased,  and  now 
reached  as  high  as  the  cricoid  cartilage,  and, 
by  its  pressure  upon  the  trachea  and  oeso- 
phagus, partially  impeded  respiration  and 
deglutition.  His  shirt-collar,  which,  prior 
to  his  illness,  would  button  comfortably, 
could  not  now  be  made  to  meet  by  more 
than  three  inches  ;  his  countenance  became 
bleached ;  pulse  more  feeble  ;  and  it  was 
evident  that  the  lowering  system  had  been 
canied  as  far  as  it  could  with  safety. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  operation 
was  recommended,  as  the  only  remaining 
chance.  Its  advantages  aud  disadvantages 
were  fairly  stated,  and  the  chance  of  suc- 
cess, olthough  small,  made  him  anxious  that 
it  should  be  performed.  Dr.  Bent,  of  Derby, 
•aw  the  patient  on  the  l?th,  and  coucurred 


in  the  propriety  of  the  operation,  as  a  last 

hope. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22nd  of  July,  the 
day  proposed  for  the  operation,  the  patient 
becai^.  o  agitated,  that  the  pulsation  of 
the  tumour  of  the  heart,  and  the  large  arte- 
ries, especially  the  abominal  aorta,  was 
perceptible  to  the  eye.  The  operation  was 
performed  in  the  presence  of  Messrs.  Ben- 
net  and  Brown,  of  Derby  ;  Mr.  Ingle,  of 
Asbby-de-la-Zouch ;  and  Mr.  Walne,  of 
Chancery  Lane,  surgeons.  In  consequence 
of  the  tumour  extending  so  high  up  the 
neck,  there  was  some  difficulty  in  getting 
down  to  the  sheath  of  the  artery,  which  was 
opened  to  the  extent  of  half  an  inch.  The 
artery  appeared  healthy,  and  was  easily 
secured  by  a  single  ligature  of  strong  silk* 
Immediately  after  tightening  the  ligature, 
the  pulsation  in  the  different  branches  of 
the  external  carotid  artery  ceased,  except  a 
slight  fluttering  in  the  extreme  branches  of 
the  temporal.  The  pulsation  of  the  tumour 
continued  without  diminution. 

23  and  24.  He  went  on  well.  The  pulsa- 
tion in  the  tumour  was  stronger  than  it  was 
before  the  operation,  and  the  pulsation  of 
the  right  radial  artery  was  observed  to  be 
more  forcible  than  that  of  the  left. 

25.  He  became  feverish  ;  pulse  120,  and 
full  ;  the  right  lip  of  the  wound  swollen 
and  painful.  Six  ounces  of  blood  were  taken 
away  from  the  arm,  and  some  saline  medi- 
cine administered.  The  bio  d  was  much 
buffed. 

Morning — Much  better;  pulse  92, 
stronger  in  the  right  radial  artery  than  in 
the  left ;  pulsation  in  the  tumour  still  very 
forcible. 

Evening.— Tho  fever,  and  pain  in  the  tu- 
mour, returned.  He  was  again  bled.  Blood 
still  buffed. 

27.  Better  again  this  morning.  He  was 
taken  worse  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
Pulse  100  ;  delireus  ;  anxious  countenance, 
and  sickness.  No  diminution  in  the  size  of 
the  tumour. 

23.  Much  better,  and  continued  so  all 
day. 

29.  At  seven  a.m.  he  was  taken  suddenly 
worse,  and  appeared  to  be  dying ;  his  coun- 
tenance ghastly,  and  covered  with  perspira- 
tion ;  tracheal  rattle,  and  inability  to  swal- 
low. He  appeared  conscious,  but  could 
only  speak  in  a  whisper ;  pulsation  in  the 
tumour  still  forcible  ;  the  pulse  in  the  right 
radial  artery  scarcely  perceptible,  whilst  the 
left  pulsated  as  strongly  as  it  did  the  pre- 
vious day.  These  symptoms  were  accom- 
panied with  a  profuse  ptyalism.  He  re- 
mained in  this  state  for  several  hours,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time  he  rallied,  and 
by  the  evening  (with  the  exception  of  the 
salivation,  which  continued,)  he  appeared  - 
quite  as  well  as  on  the  preceding  day. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ANEURISM  OF  THE  INNOMINATA. 


As  he  continued  to  improve  from  this  j  and  from  this  time  he  has  continued  to  im> 
period,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  enter  into  prove  in  health,  without  interruption, 
a  daily  report  of  the  case  ;  I  shall  therefore  The.  obliteration  of  the  right  brachial  ar- 
content  myself  with  noticing  the  most  pro-  tery  is  now  complete,  and  above  the  inser- 
mineut  symptoms  which  occurred.  One  of  tioa  of  the  latissimtis  dorsi  the  pulsation  of 
the  most  remarkable  was  the  obliteration  of!  the  axillary  artery  can  be  easily  felt.  The 


the  arteries  of  the  right  arm  anil  forearm, 
which  was  first  observed  in  the  arteries  of 
the  forearm  on  the  2!Kh  of  July,  the  eighth 
day  after  the  operation,  foi  until  that  day 
the  arteries  of  the  right  aim  pulsated  with 
greater  force  than  those  of  the  left.  The 
process  of  obliteration  was  attended  with 
severe  intermittent  paroxysms  of  pain, 
chiefly  felt  in  the  course  of  the  brachial  and 
axillary  arteries.  The  brachial  artery,  after 
its  obliteration,  was  hard  and  painful  to  the 
touch,  and  felt  very  like  an  inflamed  ab- 
sorbent vessel.  The  right  arm  wasted,  and 
became  partially  paralysed,  and  continued 
to  diminish  for  three  weeks,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  several  arterial  anasto- 
mosing branches  were  observed  pulsating 
on  the  back  part  of  the  arm.  As  these 
Is  enlarged,  the  limb  improved  very 


vesse 


slowly,  not  having  yet  (Oct.  19)  perfectly 
acquired  sensation,  nor  its  muscles  the 
power  of  obeying  volitien. 

On  the  11th  day  after  the  operation,  he 
was  attacked  with  intermitting  paroxysms 
of  pain  in  the  right  side  of  the  head  and 
face,  of  the  same  character  as  the  pain  in 
the  right  arm,  though  not  so  violent :  this 
pain  ceased  within  a  fortnight.  The  right 
side  of  the  head  and  face  became  emaciated, 
and  any  one  looking  at  him  would  imme- 
diately discover,  that  the  right  half  of  the 
face  was  much  smaller  than  the  left.  The 
blood  having  since  found  its  way  into  the 
temporal  and  facial  arteries,  the  right  side 
of  the  face  is  now  nearly  as  plump  as  the 
left. 

The  ptyalism,  which  began  on  the  29th 
of  July,  continued  until  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember, during  which  time  he  spat  daily 
about  a  pint  of  saliva ;  a  more  generous 
diet,  and  a  small  quantity  of  ale,  were  then 
allowed,  and  the  salivation  subsided. 

Three  weeks  after  the  operation  he  was 
able  to  sit  up  to  his  meals.    The  first  time 
that  he  got  out  of  bed,  he  perceived  that 
the  whole  of  the  right  side  was  numbed,  and 
weaker  than  the  left.   The  pulsation  in  the 
tumour,  which  had  hitherto  been  more 
powerful  than  it  was  before  the  artery  was 
tied,  now  (Aug.  15)  began  to  diminish  ra- 
pidly, and  by  the  23d  of  August,  the  thirty- 
third  day  after  the  operation,  had  so  much  j  circulation  in  the  brain  being  re-established, 
subsided,  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  it  the  numbness  and  debility  of  the  right  side 
arose  from  the  passage  of  blood  into  the  of  the  body  have  nearly  disappeared, 
tumour,  or  from  the  impulse  given  to  it  by  j     In  conclusion,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that, 
the  subclavian  artery  beneath.  J  since  the  operation,  he  has  become  more 

In  five  weeks  after  the  operation,  he  was  irritable  in  temper,  and  his  memory  is 
sufficiently  recoyered  to  be  able  to  take  evidently  weaker. 

daily  exercise  in  a  gig,  or  on  horse-back,     So  far  as  this  case  has  yet  proceeded,  it 


pulse  in  the  radial  artery  is  scarcely  per- 
ceptible in  the  right  arm,  increases  daily, 
but  is  yet  far  from  being  of  the  size  of  the 
left.  Sensation  and  susceptibility  of  the 
influence  of  volition  are  more  perfect  on  the 
whole  of  the  right  side  of  the  body,  but 
still  that  side  is  more  feeble  than  the  left. 
The  tumour  is  hard  and  firm,  and  has  dimi- 
nished about  one-third  since  the  operation. 
By  pressing  it  from  above  downwards,  a 
feeble,  deep-seated  pulsation  is  felt,  but  in 
grasping  the  tumour  and  using  lateral  pres- 
sure no  pulsation  can  be  perceived. 

On  the  13th  of  October  the  wound  was 
nearly  healed  ;  the  ligature  had  not  come 
away,  and  as  it  acted  as  a  source  of  irritation 
to  the  small  wound,  it  was  cut  off  level  with 
the  skin. 

The  most  peculiar  features  which  this 
interesting  case  presented  were — 1st,  The 
obliteration  of  the  arteries  of  the  right  arm  ; 
2nd,  The  profuse  salivation  ;  3d,  The  dis- 
position to  paralysis  of  the  whole  of  the 
right  side  of  the  body. 

The  two  first  symptoms  commenced  on 
the  8th  day  after  the  operation  ;  and  I  think 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  obliteration 
of  the  arteries  of  the  arm  was  accomplished 
by  inflammation  extending  from  the  aneu- 
rismal  sac  to  the  internal  membrane  of  the 
subclavian  artery,  and  thence  to  the  bra- 
chial artery.  Might  not  the  active  oblite- 
ration of  such  large  arteries  as  those  of  the 
arm  and  fore-arm,  be  the  cause  of  the  un- 
pleasant train  of  symptoms  which  occurred 
on  the  8th  day  after  the  operation?  The 
salivation  appeared  to  be  connected  with 
the  state  of  the  digestive  apparatus  ;  for,  as 
soon  as  ale,  and  a  generous  diet,  were 
allowed,  it  gradually  subsided.  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  assign  the  cause  of  the  numbness 
and  debility  of  the  whole  of  the  right  side 
of  the  body,  (which  were  only  observed 
when  he  first  left  his  bed),  unless  they 
originated  in  a  greater  quantity  of  blood 
circulating  in  the  left  hemisphere  of  the 
brain  than  in  the  right,  which  undoubtedly 
would  be  the  case  after  the  application  of  a 
ligature  to  the  common  carotid.  What  tends 
to  confirm  this  opinion  is,  that  now,  13 
weeks  after  the  operation,  the  balance  of 
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amply  jot  title*  tbe  operation  ;  and  the  man 
probably  owes  his  life  to  Mr.  Wardrop's 
fortunate  suggestion  and  example.  Should 
any  untoward  circumstance  occur,  leading 
to  any  other  conclusion,  it  shall  be  commu- 
nicated. 

It  is  now  five  weeks  since  he  resumed  his 
usual  avocation  g,  and  he  regularly  attends 
the  markets  aud  fairs  of  Derby,  a  distance 
of  seven  miles. 

Belper,  Oct.  22, 1828. 


her  urine ;  I  found,  after  every  dose  I  gave 
her,  that  it  produced  the  same  sort  of  stran* 
gury  ;  but  I  could  not  ascertain  that  it 
affected  the  uterus  in  any  way  whatever. 
Yours  obediently, 

F.  Fnooc  att,  Surgeon. 
Westminster,  Oct.  2,  1828. 


ERGOT  OF  nYE. 

To  the  Editor  of  Tub  Lancet. 

Sir, — Having  read  in  your  weekly  publi- 
cation several  cases  of  lingering  parturi- 
tion, as  well  as  of  abortion,  successfully 
treated  with  the  ergot  of  rye,  I  beg  to 
transmit  to  you  the  following  case,  if  you 
think  it  worthy  a  place  in  your  valuable  Jour- 
nal. Mrs.  G.,  *tat.  26,  who  has  had  seven 
children,  (and  has  generally  trifling  pains, 
with  a  sanious  discharge,  a  week  before 
delivery)  sent  for  me  to  attend  her,  Sept.  26, 
in  consequence  of  a  viotent  flooding  she 
had  had  upon  her  for  three  days,  (being 
in  her  sixth  month  of  preguancy  with  the  | 
eighth  child.)  From  all  the  circumstances  of! 
the  case,  considering  the  debility  my  pa- 
tient was  labouring  under,  I  thought  it  ad- 
visable to  deliver  her  as  soon  as  possible.  I 
prepared  an  infusion  of  the  ergot,  (5iij.  to  Jiv. 
of  water),  and  administered  half,  and  alter 
waiting  ten  minutes  1  gave  the  remainder, 
without  any  effect  whatever ;  I  sent  out  for 
5iv.  from  a  friend  aud  infused  it  in  Jvj.  of 
water,  administering  one-third  every  quarter 
of  an  hour,  without  producing  the  least 
action  about  the  uterus.  As  I  was  anxious  to 
know  how  far  it  was  possible  to  push  the 
ergot,  1  sent  to  another  friend,  and  obtained 
£ss.  more,  the  time  occupied  by  sending,  and 
making  it,  was  not  more  thau  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  I  then  gave  her  half  of  it,  and,  in 
ten  minutes,  the  other  half,  which,  like  the 
rest,  had  no  more  effect  upon  the  uterus 
than  if  the  same  quantity  of  water  had 
been  given.  After  the  administration  of 
the  third  dose  the  haemorrhage  entirely 
erased ;  the  pulse,  which  before  was  very 
feeble,  and  indistinctly  felt,  gradually  rose 
until  it  had  attained  its  original  standard. 
From  the  favourable  symptoms  above-men- 
tioned 1  did  not  feel  inclined  to  adopt  other 
means  to  deliver  her,  she  has  now  every 
possible  chunce  of  going  the  full  time  of 
utero-gestation.  I  have  since  given  her  of 
the  ergot  occasionally,  by  way  of  experi- 
ment, as  she  complained,  after  she  hod  the! 
first  quantity,  of  the  desire  she  had  to  void  | 


THE  APOTHECARIES'  COMPANY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — The  universal  circulation  of  your 
publication  renders  it  imperative  on  you  to 
hear  both  sides  of  every  question  brought 
before  the  tribunal  of  public  opinion.  I  ap- 
peal to  your  candour,  justice,  and  interest, 
on  behalf  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company, 
against  the  heavy  charges  brought  against 
that  body  by  you,  aud  some  of  your  Corre- 
spondents. You  say,  (and  I  take  your 
assertion,  cum  grano  Libit,  for  truth,)  that 
the  general  body  of  Practitioners  possess 
intelligence  and  skill  equal  to  monopolising 
Hospital  Surgeons  and  Physicians;  and  does 
it  not  occur  to  you,  that  nine-tenths  of  them 
are  apothecaries  as  well  as  surgeons'!  and 
does  not  the  contempt  you  show  for  venders 
of  drugs  insult  the  understandings  of  most 
of  your  readers  ?  You  must  be  well  aware 
that  the  apothecary  is  the  physician  of  the 
poor  and  middling,  the  most  numerous  and 
t  useful  class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  ; 


most 


and  the  Apothecaries'  Company,  by  requir- 
ing higher  qualifications  in  their  licentiates, 
confer  a  great  benefit  equally  on  the  profeuion 
and  on  the  public. 

The  Apothecaries'  Act  was  an  ex  post  facto 
law  to  me,  but  1  cheerfully  complied  with 
its  enactments,  because  I  saw  1  should  gaiu 
in  knowledge  and  respectability  far  more 
than  I  lost  in  additional  expense  of  time  and 
money.  When  every  class  in  society  is  ad- 
vancing, would  you  have  the  apoUiecary, 
the  productive  labourer's  physician,  alone 
stand  still,  or  retrograde  ?  And  what  know- 
ledge do  the  Apothecaries'  Examiners  re- 
quire that  is  not  useful,  not  to  say  neces- 
sary, to  the  medical  practitioner  T  Botany 
is  uot  wanted  in  London,  it  is  true,  and  per- 
haps less  latin  than  they  require  might  do 
to  decipher  M.D.'s  scrawls  ;  but  is  it  no- 
thing to  raise  the  respectability  of  the  pro- 
fession ?  Is  it  not  disgraceful  to  every  mem- 
ber of  a  supposed  learned  profession,  not 
to  possess  knowledge  enough  of  Latin  to  read 
the  quotations  that  frequently  occur  in  scien- 
tific books,  and  even  newspapers?  So  far 
from  asking  too  much,  the  Ejaminers  do  not 
ask  enough  ;  and.  if  they  do  their  duty  faith- 
fully to  the  public  and  to  the  profession, 
they  will,  afti-r  sufficient  notice,  require 
Creek  and  French,  at  least,  to  form  part 
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the  education  of  tlie  productive  labourer's 
physician. 

1  ain  well  aware  of  all  Tom  Paine  has 
written  against  the  learned  languages,  and 
am  vet  fully  satisfied  we  cannot  know  too 
much  of  them,  unless,  indeed,  we  become 
mere  book  worms,  which  there  is  little  fear 
of  in  the  present  state  of  society  and 
science. 

If  the  Apothecaries*  Company  were  to 
abridge  the  term  of  apprenticeship,  they 
would,  doubtless,  do  a  great  benefit  to  the 
rising  generation  of  practitioners;  and  if 
they  enforced  the  law  against  chemist's 
practising  «*  over  the  counter,"  (a  subject 
which  would  itself  require  a  long  letter  to 
do  justice  to,)  and  under  various  pretences, 


geon,  not  a  little  celebrated  for  his  supposed 
talent  in  this  city,  operated  on  a  patient  for 
stone  in  the  bladder,  i.  e.  attempted  the 
operation,  when,  after  cutting  and  maiming, 
introducing  his  fingers  and  forceps,  &c, 
all  in  vain,  the  patient  was  returned  to  bed, 
with  the  stone  remaining  in  the  bladder,  after 
being  on  the  table  one  hour  and  a  quarter. 
The  next  morning  the  patient  died;  and, 
upon  post-mortem  examination,  it  was  dis- 
covered the  BLADDER  HAD  NOT  BEEN  CUT 

into,  all  the  poking  and  fumbling  was 
among  the  soft  parts ;  now  I  beg  leave 
to  ask,  Sir,  is  such  an  individual  worthy 
to  be  ranked  among  Lecturers?  Ought 
not  such  proceedings  to  be  made  known  1 
O  that  walla  could  speak  !  what  butchery 
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tuey  would  do  good  to  the  public  and  to  would  they  relate  !  But  such  is  the  link 
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the  profession,  fully  equal  to  the  injury  that 
would  be  done  to  the  established  practi- 
tioner, by  depriving  him  of  part  of  appren- 
tices' time  and  fees.  Not  doing  this  is  the 
only  thing  I  can  see  wrong  in  the  Apothe- 
caries' Company.  But  I  doubt  not,  from 
what  they  have  done,  that  they  will  pursue 
their  course  for  the  benefit  of  the  profession 
and  the  public,  without  being  swayed  by 
their  assailants ;  who,  in  fact,  like  the  fable 
of  the  man  and  the  ass,  neutralize  each 
other,  one  complainiug  that  the  Examiners 
do  too  much,  and  another  that  they  do  too 
little. 

It  is  said,  "  lookers  on  see  the  best  of  the 
game,"  but  this  rule  is  not  without  an  ex- 
ception. Lookers  on  know  not  the  con- 
flicting interests  that  governing  bodies  have 
to  consult  and  conciliate ;  every  party 
thinks  itself  aggrieved,  and  demands  exemp- 
tion or  redress  ;  and  when  due  allowance  is 
made  for  this  fact,  I  doubt  not  the  majority 
of  practitioners  will  concur  with  me,  in  ap- 
probation of  the  Apothecaries'  Company, 
and  their  Court  of  Examiners. 

With  much  gratitude  for  the  important 
services  you  have  rendered  the  profession 
and  the  public, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  constant  reader 

and  obedient  servant, 

R.  T.  Webb. 
Upper  York  Street,  Oct. 25,  18*28. 


BATH    HOSPITAL.— LITHOTOMY  ! 

To  the  Editor  of  Tut.  Lancet. 

Sir, — As  the  surgeons,  belonging  to  our 
Infirmary,  intend  delivering  a  course  of 
lectures  on  anatomy  and  surgery,  com- 
mencing the  1st  of  November,  1  Leg  to 
communicate  to  you  the  capability  as  re- 
gards the  dexterity  of  one  of  these  said 
lecturers. .  Some  little  time  since  a  sur- 


in  this  city,  which  nearly  all  the  medi- 
cal  men  hold  with  this  scientific  surgeon, 
that  every  black  deed  is  withheld  from  light, 
and  from  the  eyes  of  the  medical  world, 
until  an  opposition  spirit  began  to  arise  to 
observe  their  foul  deed 


s. 


What  is  here 
stated,  Sir,  are  facts  ;  and,  such  tran- 
sactions, I  think,  ought  to  be  made  known 
to  a  deluded  community. 

Your  humble  servant, 

Veritas, 

Bath,  Oct.  25, 1828. 


MORE    "INTELLECTUAL  SUHOERt" 

certain  infirmary!  another 
nia!! 


AT  A 
HER- 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

On  Thursday,  a  boy,  between  5  and  6 
years  of  age,  was  brought  to  the  Infirmary 
with  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia.  On, 
the  right  side  of  the  scrotum  there  was  an  ob- 
long tumour,  rather  smaller  than  a  pigeon's 
egg,  tender  to  touch.  Has  had  no  stool  for 
four  days,  and  the  abdomen  is  tender, 
though  not  greatly  enlarged,  nor  tympani. 
tic.  He  had  constant  nausea  and  retching, 
and  occasional  vomiting  ;  but  whether  the 
matter  vomited  was  feculent  or  not,  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  ascertaining.  Tongue 
much  furred,  and  thirst  excessive  ;  pulso 
ISO.  He  was  ordered  immediately  £i,  of 
castor  oil ;  ^ij .  of  the  ol.  terebinth,  which  did 
not  operate.  The  collective  wisdom  was  forth- 
with summoned  ;  long  they  sat  in  great  de- 
bate, and  whether  the  fear' of  The  Lancet, 
and  the  recollection  of  a  pretty  hernia  job 
you  lately  exposed,  swayed  their  enlarged 
intellects,  we  know  not,  for  none,  save  the 

half  score  clerks,"  are  admitted  to  the 
conclave ;  sure  it  is,  however,  we  were 
told  by  n  certain  newly  made,  and  opera- 
lion- loving  M.  D.,  whose  case  it  was,  that 
"  it  was  probably  a  hydrocele  of  the  cord  and 
that  '*  a  delay  was  thought  expedient !"  The 
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poor  boy,  however,  did  not  profit  by  the 
delay,  for  be  died  next  forenoon.  On  ex- 
amination to-day  it  turued  out,  that  about 
two  inches  of  the  gut  was  strangulated  ; 
inflammation  bad  spn  ad  considerably  up 
the  intestine,  gangrene  bad  commenced, 
and  there  was  general  peritoneal  ml! anima- 
tion. 

It  is  a  duty  to  the  public,  Sir,  to  publish 
Such  cases,  that  unqualified  men,  who  have 
obtained,  by  interest,  situations  they  ore 
unable  to  fill  properly,  may  be  driven  from 
their  posts  to  make  way  for  abler,  but  less 
influential  men.  While  1  am  on  the  sub- 
ject, will  you  be  kind  enough  to  put,  through 
the  medium  of  your  Journal,  the  following 
questions  to  the  three  wise  youths,  who 
have  volunteered  the  defence  of  our  Hos 
pital ;  but  who,  I  suspect,  will  have  enough 
to  do  to  get  themselves  out  of  their  present 
scrape.— 1st,  Is  it  true  that  the  patrons  of 
the  Infirmary  I  allude  to  (the  borough- 
mongers)  have,  from  private  influence,  put 
into  an  important  and  salaried  situation  a 
person  who  had  been  prevented  from  study- 
ing theology  by  the  church  authorities,  on 
account  of  his  general  ignorance — whose 
blunders,  in  his  office,  ore  the  source  of  daily 
dangers  to  the  patients,  and  daily  amaze- 
ment to  the  students?— 2d.  Is  it  true  that 
one  of  the  surgeons,  passing  by  many 
old  and  meritorious  students  who  were 
anxious  to  obtain  it,  appointed  to  the  office 
of  dresser,  and  permits  to  retain  that  situa- 
tion, a  stranger  from  another  school,  (and 
why  be  left  it,  he  best  can  tell,)  a  person, 
whose  negligent  discharge  of  his  duty,  is 
the  subject  of  perpetual  disgust  to  the  pu- 
pils, and  has  called  forth  the  remarks  even 
of  the  surgeon  himself  who  appoiuted  him. 
If  this  be  undeniable,  I  would  ask,  is  it 
not  too  much  that  the  health  of  the  poor,  in 
a  public  charity,  should  suffer  by  the  care- 
lessness of  a  hard-hearted  and  incapable 
dresser?  The  rotundity  of  bis  figure,  aud 
the  obscenity  of  his  speech,  even  in  his 
ward,  will  be  sufficient  marks  by  which  he 
will  know  whom  1  mean.  Let  the  little 
gentleman  take  the  hint  in  time,  lest  his 
name  be  branded,  as  it  deserves.  1  hud 
other  abuses  to  allude  to,  but  1  have  been 
already  too  long.  A  touch  of  The  Lancet 
is  of  immense  service,  now  and  then,  to 
careless  public  functionaries.  You  are  what 
the  parsons  here  pray  that  the  magistrates 
may  be — M  a  terror  to  those  who  doevil,  but 
a  praise  to  those  that  do  well." 

Mr.  Carter  has  set  a  noble  example  of 
boldness,  in  giving  his  name,  which  1  shall 
imitate, 

And  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Maxwell  C.  Caluer. 

Glasgow,  18th  Oct.  1828. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from 
Mr.  Dale — Mr.  Liston — Mr.  Forsyth — Mr. 
V.  Flood — An  Aldersgate  Street  Pupil- 
Mr.  11.  Sowell — P.  and  the  Phials— Dr. 
Horsley— B.  H.  P. — A  Resident  in  the 
Country— Mr.  Dew  hurst — T.  W.— Enemies 
to  Humbug — Mr.  T.  Carter — Dr.  Penneck 
—  Mr.  T.  Warner — Mr.  J.  Emmerson — Dr. 
Forsfer—  a— II.  D.— Mr.  Jas.  Prowse— Mr. 
Thomas  Baker — Mr.  S.  Morris — Mr.  S.  T. 
Stratford— Dr.  Ryan— Mr.  Rolph— Mr. 
Knox— Claudius  Aurelius  Bolus — 1LS.— 
D.  E.  L.— E^rarijr— Mr.  Wantfrraig&i?^,^ 

X.  It  was  nut  in  the  sart^e  iiospitul.     '  # 

"  Junius  "  has  our  best  thanks.  "{^1 

"  A  Pupil "  complains  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  medical  cTaBses  in  the  London 
University  are  disturbed)  by  the  plaudits  of 
some  indiscreet  students.  The  Professors 
should  interpose. 

Several  other  Pupils  of  the  University 
complain   of  the  coarse 'conduct  of  Dr.  IL 
D.  Davis  ;  of  his  charging  5$.  for  his  Syl*. 
labus,  and  of  his  selling  it  at  the  table  at,  V 
which  be  lectures.    We  hope  this  notice- 
will  prevent  a  repetition  of  such  practices. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  C.  was  destroyed  before 
the  note  of  Mr.  M.  arrived. 

Mr.  Girting'l  report  was  unfortunately 
mislaid;  it  shall  appear  in  an  early  Num- 
ber. 

"  A  Constant  Reader"  is  informed,  that 
the  part  of  which  he  speaks  was  a  "  sup- 
plement." We  have  two  or  three  remain- 
ing, and  should  be  happy  to  present  liim 
with  one. 

We  cannot  insert  reports  of  cases  from 
anonymous  correspondents. 

Thanks  to  C.  S.  of  B  m,  we  hove  only 

to  request  n  continuance  of  his  favours. 

We  are  much  obliged  to  a  "  Constant 
Reader  "  for  the  list  of  u  accidents." 

The  Old  Matron  has  been  punished  suffi- 
ciently. 

Mr:  Bromley,  of  Deptford,  states,  that  a 
draught  composed  of  two  drachms  of  the 
aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia,  in  two  ounces  of 
water,  is  an  effectual  aud  speedy  remedy 
for  drunkenuess.  This  has  been  often  no- 
ticed by  other  practitioners. 

BOOKS  IN  OUR  NEXT. 

ERRATA. 

In  No.  266,  p.  32,  in  the  list  of  prizes  to 
Dr.  Mackintosh's  students,  for  Mr.  Thomas 
Ward,  Edinburgh,  read  Mr.  Thomas  Wood, 
Edinburgh. 

In  No.  261,  p.  121,  for  M.  Andral,  read 
Mr.  And  ree,  liatton  Garden. 

In  No.  270,  p.  ll}?,  for  iuteritis,  read  en- 
teritis. 
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ECTURE  IV. 

Of  the  Circulation  of  the  Bli>od  in  the  Ovum. 

The  circulation  of  blood  in  the  ovum, 
Gentlemen,  is,  in  its  nature,  complicated, 
and  in  a  view  to  a  more  lucid  consideration, 
it  may  be  divided  into  two  kinds — thfl  ma- 
ternal, 1  mean,  and  the  foetal.  The  maternal 
circulation  is  exceedingly  simple  ;  the  blood 
enters  the  cells  of  the  placenta  by  means  of 
the  uterine  arteries,  and  leaves  them  by 
means  of  the  uterine  veins  ;  so  that  while 
the  ovum  remains  in  the  uterus,  a  copious 
tide  of  the  maternal  blood  flows  through 
those  cells,  and  this,  when  the  ovum  is  de- 
tached, prematurely  supplies  the  blood  of 
those  copious  flooding^,  which  we  have  al- 
ready largely  considered.  The  circulation 
of  the  foetus  is  a  good  deal  more  complicated, 
but  with  a  little  attention  on  our  parts,  it 
may  be  easily  enough  understood;  it  may 
be  divided  into  three  parts,  the  greater  cir- 
culation, the  lesser  circulation,  and  the  cir- 
culation peculiar  to  the  foetal  state.  In  the 
circulation  peculiar  to  the  Actus,  the  blood 
issuing  from  the  internal  lliacs  by  means 
of  the  umbilical  arteries,  is  couveyed  to 
the  placenta,  and  diffused  over  its  sub- 
stance, which  it  fills  like  a  Bponge,  float- 
ing at  length  into  the  umbilical  vein,  by 
which  it  is  transmitted  to  the  vena  por- 
tarum  of  the  liver  ;  this  is  the  first  Btage  of 
the  circulation.  The  blood  in  the  vena  porta 
may,  in  imagination,  be  divided  into  three 
portions,  and  of  those  three  portions,  iwo 
pass  by  means  of  the  canalis  venosus,  for- 
merly mentioned  to  you  from  the  venu  porta 
of  the  liver,  to  the  vena  cava  inferior  direct, 
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and  thence  to  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart, 
while  the  remaining  or  third  portion  passes 
through  the  liver  in  the  ordinary  way,  so 
as  to  reach  the  vena;  cava;  hepaticx,  the 
vena  cava  inferior,  and  the  right  auricle  of 
the  heart ;  and  this  is  the  second  stage  of 
the  circulation,  whereby,  as  we  find,  all  the 
blood  enters  ultimately  into  the  right  auri- 
cle, two  portions  passing  into  this  cavity  by 
the  canalis  venosus,  and  one  through  the 
liver  in  the  ordinary  way.  When  the  right 
auricle  contracts,  of  the  three  portions  of 
blood  mentioned,  one  passes  direct  into  the 
left  auricle,  through  the  foramen  ovale,  and 
thence  to  the  left  ventricle,  and  the  ascend- 
ing and  descending  aorta,  following  the  ordi- 
nary route ;  but  the  same  contraction  which 
throws  one  portion  from  the  right  auricle  to 
the  left,  through  the  foramen  ovale,  impels 
also  the  two  other  portions  from  the  right 
auricle  to  the  right  ventricle,  in  the  usual 
way,  to  be  thrown  afterwards  out  of  the  ven- 
tricle into  the  pulmonary  aitery,  which,  as 
every  anatomist  knows,  is  inserted  into  it. 
In  the  trunk  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  the 
two  portions  of  the  blood  separate,  the 
larger  passing  direct  into  the  aorta  descen- 
dens,  by  a  short  and  capacious  tube,  which 
leads  direc  t  from  the  one  vessel  to  the  other  ; 
the  CAnalis  venosus  before  demonstrated, 
and  the  blood  in  the  pulmonary  arteries  llow- 
ing  through  the  lungs  into  the  left  auricle, 
ventricle,  ascending  aorta,  and  aorta  de- 
scendens,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
adult ;  and  this  it  is  which  constitutes  the 
third  and  most  complex  stage  of  the  circu- 
lation. All  the  three  portions  of  blood, 
therefore,  ultimately  reach  the  aorta  de- 
scendens,  though  by  different  channels,  and 
not  simultaneously ;  aud  then,  which  com- 
pletes the  fourth  stage  of  the  circulation,  this 
blood  passes  along  the  aorta  to  the  common 
and  the  internal  iliacs,  the  point  from  which  it 
first  issued.  Thus,  then,  to  recapitulate  : — 
in  the  circulation  peculiar  to  the  foetus,  the 
blood  in  the  first  stage  passes  from  the 
internal  iliacs  to  the  vena  portarum,  through 
the  umbilical  vessels,  being  diffused  over 
the  vascular  part  of  the  placenta;  in  the  se- 
cond stage  of  this  circulation,  this  blood 
passes  from  the  vena  portarum,  into  the 
right  auricle,  in  part  through  the  canalis 
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venosus,  and  in  port  through  the  liter,  by 
the  same  passages  as  in  the  adult  ;  in  the 
third  stage  of  its  circulation,  the  blood  en- 
ters the  descending  aorta  by  three  diffe- 
rent routes,  through  the  lungs,  the  canalis 
arteriosus,  and  the  foramen  ovale  ;  and,  in 
the  last  or  fourth  stage,  this  blood  flows  to 
the  internal  iliacs,  from  which  the  circuit 
commenced,  by  the  descending  aorta,  and 
the  common  iliacs. 

From  what  has  been  stated,  it  is  obvious, 
that,  in  the  foetus,  it  is  not,  as  in  the  adult, 
the  whole,  but  a  part,  and,  indeed,  a  small 
part  only,  of  the  blood  which  is  transmitted 
through  the  lungs ;  hence  the  main  differ- 
ence between  the  foetal  and  the  adult  cir- 
culation.   From  what  has  been  stated,  too, 
it  is  evident,  that  in  the  foetus,  the  blood 
which  flows  along  the  aorta  is  derived  from 
both  sides  of  the  heart,  and  is  propelled 
equally  by  both  ventricles,  the  left  and  right, 
which,  in  the  foetal  heart  accordingly,  are! 
of  equal  thickness,  and  hence  au  important 
difference  between  the  greater  circulation 
of  the  adult  and  the  fcetu?.    I  shall  merely 
add,  further,  that  although  the  placenta  id 
tilled,  like  a  sponge,  with  two  kinds  of 
Mood,  the  maternal,  I  mean,  and  foetal,  yet 
these  two  sorts  of  blood,  though  most  nearly  j 
and  extensively  approximated,  are  never  in  j 
actual  contact  "with  each  other;  the  mater-  j 
nal  blood  lodges  in  the  cells  of  the  placentar , 
structure,  the  foetal  in  the  vessels,  the  two( 
fluids,  like  the  air,  and  the  blood  in  the  lungs  i 
being  separated  by  membranous  texture,  in 1 
thickness,  perhaps,  not  exceeding  one  part 
in  a  thousand  of  an  inch.    During  our 
aquatic,  or  foetal  life,  the  blood  cannot  be 
ventilated  in  the  lungs ;  and  this  explains 
to  us  why  it  is,  that  a  small  part  only  is  | 
transmitted  through  these  organs  to  nourish  j 
their  substance,  and  to  keep  the  vessels  j 
pervious. 

I  now  show  you  a  preparation  of  the  i 
heart  of  the  foetus,  in  which  one  of  ilie  auri-  1 
cles  has  been  cut  away,  namely,  the  left,  in  . 
order  to  show  you  the  foramen,  which,  as  j 
you  may  perceive,  is  wide  open. 

In  this  preparation  of  the  lungs  and  heart, 
you  see  the  pulmonary  artery  and  descend- 
ing aorta,  together  with  the  canalis  arteri- 
osus, by  which  the  two  communicated ; 
there  is  a  packet  of  bristles  placed  beneath 
the  canalis  arteriosus,  in  order  to  direct 
your  eye. 

It  sometimes  happens  that,  in  the  adult, 
the  foramen  ovale  remains  open  through  life, 
and  here  is  an  example  of  this.  This  prepa- 
ration was  taken  from  a  large  heart;  and  the 
foramen  ovale  is  ao  large,  that  you  might 
put  your  fore-finger  into  it ;  this,  however, 
is  a  rare  occurrence. 

[Dr.  Blundellalso  exhibited  various  other 
illustrative  preparations  of  the  conversion 


of  the  foetal  circulation  into  that  of  the 
adult.] 

In  the  fetus,  the  circulation  is  of  one 
kind;  iu   the  adult   vascular  system,  of 
1  another  ;  and  we  will  now,  if  you  plea  e, 
1  proceed  to  consider  this  change,  after  birth 
'  is  accomplished.   To  understand  this  matter 
right,  von  must  remember  that  it  is  a  law  of 
tlie  vascular  system,  confirmed  by  various 
observations  ou  its  different  parts,  that  when 
a  canal  or  aperture  is  no  longer  of  service  in 
the  circulation,  it  shall  close  itself  gradu- 
ally, so  as  to  become  more  or  less  com- 
pletely closed:  thus,  in  the  adult,  if  you 
tie  a  large  artery,  so  much  of  the  #ortery 
above  and  below  the  ligature,  as  isnolonper 
serviceable  in   the  circulation,  gradually 
contracts  itself,  and  becomes  converted  into 
a  sort  of  li  -anient,  and  the  same  holds  true  of 
the  veins.    Now  when  the  foetus  comes 
into  the  world,  it  is  usual  to  tie  the  um- 
bilical cord  ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this 
ligature,   the   umbilical  vessels,  together 
with  the  canalis  venosus,  become  no  longer 
of  service  in   the  circulation,  and  there- 
fore  they   become   closed   in  conformity 
with  the  law  before  announcrd.    Hence  we  , 
find  in  the  adult,  that  the  umbilical  vein  is 
become  converted  into  a  mere  ligamentous 
vestige,  well  known  to  anatomists  under 
the  name  of  the  ligamentum  rotundum  of 
the  liver.    Again,  when  the  child  cornea 
into  the  world,  it  begins  to  respire,  and  its 
lungs  playing,  the   blood  passes  through 
them  with  very  preat  facility  ;  and  the  con- 
sequence of  this  is,  that  a  large  quantity  of 
blood  passing  through  the  lungs,  and  a  much 
smaller  quantity  flowing  through  the  fora- 
men ovale   and  canalis  arteriosus,  these 
canals  first  contract,  and  then  close.  The 
explanation  is  at  le.i^t  plausible,  though, 
perhaps,  not  altogether  satisfactory.  Mow 
from  what  has  been  already  stated,  you  may 
perceive,  on  a  little  reflection,  that  the  pe- 
culiar  circulation   of  the   foetus  depends 
entirely  iu  the  existence  of  these  most  im- 
portant channels  ;  while  they  arc  open,  the 
circulation  remains  foetal ;  when  they  are 
closed,  it  becomes  that  of  the  adult ;  the 
change   proceeds  upon   simple  hydraulic 
principles  :  when  the  umbilical  arteries,  the 
umbilical  veins,  the  canalis  venosus,  the 
canalis  arteriosus,  and  the  foramen  ovale  ; 
and  that  these  are.  no  longer  than  tubes  and 
apertures,  which  are  essential  to  the  foetal 
circulation.   Those  causes,  therefore,  which 
occasion  the  closure  of  those  canals  pecu- 
liar to  the  fecial  vascular  system,  are  also 
the  causes  which,  after  birth,  occasiou  the 
conversion  of  the  fecial  circulation  into  that 
of  the  adult,  tnd   these  causes  are  the 
division  of  the  funis,  and  the  play  of  the 
lungs  acting  in  co-operation  with  (Jul  ruling 
principle  of  the  vascular  system  before  men- 
tioned, namely,  that  canals,  do  longer  ser- 
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viceable.  in  the  traofmitting  of  the  blood, 
will  contract  and  close  themselves  up  in  a 
manner  more  or  less  complete. 

Function*  of  the  Placenta. — Having  ex- 
plained to  you,  in  our  previous  remaiks,  the 
structure  of  the  placenta,  and  the  circula- 
tions which  are  proceeding  through  it,  I 
may  now  proceed  to  a  subject  which  before 
would  not  have  been  readilv  comprehended, 
I  mean,  the  functions  which  this  important 
organ,  the  placenta,  is  discharging.  There 
is  no  organ  of  the  body,  in  either  state  of 
our  existence,  which,  during  our  stay  in 
the  uterus,  is  of  more  importance"  to  our 
welfare,  than  the  after-birth  ;  and  its  func- 
tions, therefore,  are  well  worth  our  study. 
By  the  after-birth,  I  oonceive  it  is,  that  the 
foetus  receives  its  supplies  of  nutriment ; 
for  I  have  already  endeavoured  to  prove  to 
you,  that  it  cannot  be  nourished  by  the 
liquor  amnii.  The  cells  of  the  placeuta,  as 
before  staled,  are  full  of  the  maternal  blood, 
and  the  vessels  are  filled  with  the  blood  of 
the  fa? to s ;  and  there  seems  to  be  a  com* 
munication  between  the  cells  and  the  ves< 
sels  by  means  of  very  minute  pores— pas- 
sages impervious  to  the  integral  red  blood, 
but  transmitting  the  subtler  parts  ;  and  by 
means  of  those  pores  supposed  to  exist, 
though  not  to  be  demonstrated  to  the  eye, 
the  subtler  parts  of  tho  maternal  blood— 
the  serum  and  coagulable  lymph,  are  ab- 
sorbed into  the  vessels  of  the  foetus. 

In  the  ruminating  animal,  as  formerly 
shown,  the  placenta  consists  of  nn  excres- 
cence, and  the  vessels  which  ramify  through 
it,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  root  in  the 
soil.  These  excrescences,  the  cotyledons, 
as  they  may  be  called,  secrete  a  fluid,  in  its 
sensible  properties,  like  milk,  and  which, 
after  the  death  of  the  animal,  may  be  pressed 
out  from  their  structure  in  lar^e  quantities, 
nor  can  there,  I  think,  be  a  reasonable 
doubt  that  it  is  by  the  absorption  and  rami- 
fication of  this  lactiform  fluid  that  the 
young  animal  is  nourished,  just  as  the  plant 
is  fed  by  the  fluids  which  it  absorbs  from 
the  soil,  liy  the  animal  chemist,  so  far  as 
I  know,  this  secretion  of  the  cotyledon  has 
never  been  accurately  analysed  ;  if  any  one 
liere  present  designs  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  animal  chemistry,  as  it  is  culled,  to 
this  fluid,  so  interesting  in  the  generation 
of  the  ruminating  animal,  I  would  iuviia  his  j 
attention;  it  is  very  desirable  that  we! 
should  know  whether  it  be  of  the  nature  of  J 
milk  or  chylous,  or  whether  it  constitute  j 
some  third  humour,  which  has  a  composition 
of  its  own. 

The  chick  in  ovo  also  forms  blood  for  it- ; 
self  from  the  yolk  and  while  of  the  egg,  [ 
which  it  absorbs,  digests,  and  sanguines. 
In  the  preparation  exhibited,  you  may  see 
the  membranaceous  tube  which  leads  from 
tho  bag  containing  the  yolk  iulo  the  intes- 


tine. By  this  passage,  it  is,  at  least  in  great 
measure,  that  the  aliment  is  transmitted. 
Now,  to  come  down  upon  the  point  beforo 
us,  much  in  the  same  manner  as  the  chick 
and  the  calf  are  absorbing  and  sanguifyiug 
the  fluids  on  which  they  feed, — the  human 
foetus,  too,  may  be  supposed  to  draw  its 
nourishment  from  the  blood  which  lies  in 
the  placentar  cells,  to  be  afterwards  con- 
vetted  into  blood  by  the  action  of  its  vascu- 
lar system. 

Besides,  however,  nourishing  the  foetus, 
and  operating  as  a  sort  of  stomach  or  root, 
|  the  placenta,  too,  is  performing  another 
office  immediately  essential  to  life,  the  pla- 
cento-pulmonary,  as  it  may  be  called,  being 
equally  discharged  by  the  placenta,  lungs, 
or  gills.    Of  the  lungs,  we  are  taught  that 
it  is  their  office  to  throw  off  carbon  from  the 
body  ;  and  this  admits  of  demonstration,—- 
for  if  the  air  from  your  lungsbe  passed  through 
lime-water,  a  precipitate  is  formed,  consist- 
ing  of  the  carbonate  of  lime,  the  carbon  being 
derived  from  the  blood,  and  passing  off  in  the 
form  of  carbonic  acid  gas.    Now,  it  may  be 
imagined  that  the  office  of  the  placenta  is 
that  of  separating  carbon  from  the  foetal 
blood,  in  the  same  manwer  as  the  lungs  do 
after  the  birth  ;  but  though  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  deny  that  the  placenta  may  sepa- 
rate carbon  in  very  miuute  quantities,  I  am 
well  satisfied  that  carbon  is  not  separated 
froui  it  in  abundance,  in  the  proportionate 
quantities  in  which  it  is  afterwards  dis- 
charged at  the  lungs.   The  blood  which  is 
entering  the  lungs,  is  of  a  black  livid  tint; 
that  which  is  leaving  the  lungs,  is  of  a  bril- 
liant vermilion  ;  and  the  difference  arises, 
in  great  measure,  from  a  difference  in  the 
quantity  of  carbon,  the  blood,  leaving  the 
lungs,  b<  ing  freed  from  much  of  the  carbon, 
while  that  which  enters  tho  lungs,  contains 
largo  quantities  of  it ;  but  it  is  not  so  with 
blood  that  is  leaving  and  entering  the  pla- 
eenta.    1  have  myself  been  at  some  pains 
to  get  the  blood  at  the  same  time  from  the 
umbilical  vein  and  arterie3,  and,  in  the  ex- 
periments hitherto  made,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  discover  any  manifest  difference  in 
the  colour  of  the  two  ;  if  difference  existed 
at  ail,  it  consisted  in  a  mere  shade,  and  was 
not  to  be  compared  with  that  observable  in 
the  colour  of  the  venous  and  arterial  blood 
of  the  adult;  and,  from  all  this,  we  may,  I 
think,  venture  to  infer,  that  the  blcod  which 
h  aves  and  enters  the  placenta,  must  con- 
tain carbon  in  quantities  nearly  equal. 

Again,  we  are  taught,  with  respect  to 
the  lungs,  (but  this  is  more  dubious  than 
the  former  opinion,)  that  they  are  the  organs 
which  receive  the  matter  of  heat  into  the 
body,  and  which  support  the  animal  tempe- 
rature ;  aud  we  know  that,  generally,  the 
heat  of  the  internal  part  is  from  98  to  100 
degrees.   There  is,  however,  no  reason  to 
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believe  that  the  placenta  performs  the  office 
usually  assigned  to  the  lungs  ;  because  it 
is  to  be  recollected,  that  the  child  is  im- 
mersed iu  the  liquor  amnii,  probably  of  the 
same  warmth  as  itself,  and,  like  the  urine, 
of  98  or  100  degrees;  and,  not  losing  its 
heat,  it  does  not  require  a  supply  of  caloric 
from  the  placenta.  Add  to  which  the  opi- 
nion of  Crawford,  that  the  lungs  are  en- 
abled to  absorb  beat,  by  previously  emit- 
ting carbon.  Now,  as  it  has  been  observed 
already,  that  the  placenta  separates  no  car- 
bon, or,  if  any,  an  exceedingly  sparing 
quantity, — provided  the  separation  of  car- 
bon be  necessary  for  the  absorption  of  the 
heat, — this  is  an  office  which  the  placenta 
cannot  perform. 

It  seems,  then,  the  placenta  is  not  dis- 
charging the  two  grand  offices  usually  as- 
signed to  the  lungs ;  it  is  not  separating 
carbon  largely,  and  it  does  not  absorb  calo- 
ric, for  the  support  of  the  animal  tempera- 
ture ;  and  yet  it  is  certain  this  organ  does 
perform  an  office  immediately  essential  to 
life,  and  which  is  performed  by  the  lungs 
themselves,  of  which  you  have  a  very  sim- 
ple proof : — If  a  child  comes  into  the  world 
under  the  crural  presentation,  (legs  first,) 
there  being  a  pressure  on  the  chord,  at  a 
time  when  respiration  cannot  proceed,  in 
consequence  of  the  head  and  shoulders  be- 
ing lodged  in  the  uterus,  in  the  course  of  a 
few  seconds  the  child  is  in  a  state  of  dis- 
tress, in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes  it 
is  in  danger,  and,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
minutes  more,  it  is  dead  ;  and  all  this,  be- 
cause the  action  of  the  placenta  is  pressed 
upon  when  the  lun°s  cannot  play ;  for,  if  the 
child  comes  into  the  world  head  first,  and 
breathes,  you  may  tie  the  cord,  and  cut 
away  the  placenta,  as  indeed  is  the  custom, 
yet  no  inconvenience  ensues  ;  and  hence 
we  may  draw  this  plain  inference,  that  the 
lungs  and  the  placenta  are  performing  one 
common  office,  immediately  essential  to 
life.  When  it  is  performed  by  the  placenta, 
it  is  not  required  of  the  luugs  ;  and,  when 
accomplished  by  the  lungs,  it  is  not  re- 
quired of  the  placenta. 

And  now  comes  on  the  question,  What  is 
the  placeuto-pulmonary  office  ?  A  question, 
which  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  answer.  Hut 
\  cannot  forbear  expressing  my  conviction, 
that  there  is  some  most  important  physio- 
logical discovery  latent  here.  Whatever 
this  office  is,  it  is  obvious  that  it  is  imme- 
diately connected  with  the  principle  of  life  ; 
and  it  is  very  remarkable,  that,  though  we 
believe  ourselves  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
main  office  of  the  lungs,  we  certainly  are 
not.  The  maiu  office  is,  I  think,  clearly 
this, — placento-pulmonary  function.  This 
function  consists  in  neither  of  the  offices 
which  are  usually  assigned  to  the  lungs  ;  1 
mean  the  absorption  of  caloric,  or  the  sepa- 


ration of  carbon ;  but  seems  pretty  evi- 
dently to  consist  in  some  third  office,  with 
which,  however,  we  are  at  present  unac- 
quainted. How  I  envy,  by  anticipation, 
the  man  who  is  hereafter  to  succeed  in  its 
discovery ! 

Physiological  Remarks  on  tin  Gravid  Uterus, 

Having  said  thus  much  then  respecting 
the  anatomy  of  the  gravid  uterus,  I  shall 
now  proceed  to  make  a  few  general  remarks 
on  its  physiology,  not  entering  at  large,  of 
course,  into  so  diffuse  a  subject,  but  merely 
touching  on  those  points  most  interesting, 
and  some  of  which  are  not  without  their  ob- 
stetric importance. 

In  order  that  my  remarks  may  be  the 
better  understood  upon  this,  it  may  be  pro- 
per, perhaps,  I  should  commence  by  observ- 
ing, that  the  uterus,  in  the  unimpregnated 
woman,  varying  in  its  bulk,  is,  on  an  ave- 
rage, about  as  large  as  a  small  pear  flatten- 
ed, and  that  it  lies  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
with  its  fundus  forward  and  its  mouth  back- 
ward, so  that  the  one  lies  above- and  behind 
the  symphysis  pubis,  and  the  other  on  the 
sacrum.  Upon  either  side  of  this  uterus, 
in  the  sides  of*  the  pelvis,  the  ovaries  are 
situated,  resembling  the  testicles  somewhat 
in  their  form,  and  hence  frequently  deno- 
minated the  testes  mutiebris,  by  the  older  ana- 
tomists. These  ovaries  consist  of  a  cover- 
ing of  peritoneum,  and  proper  coverings, 
which  may  be  called  the  tunica  propria,  en- 
closing within  it  a  cellular  web,  full  of  very 
minute  vessels,  and  in  this  cellular  web  are 
embedded  a  number  of  vesicles,  which  may 
vary  in  number  from  ten  to  fifteen,  or 
twenty,  of  unequal  size,  some  of  them  being 
as  large  as  mustard  seeds  only,  and  some  as 
large  as  a  full-grown  pea,  and  more  or  less 
conspicuous  in  the  ovaries  of  different  wo- 
men. For  even  in  those  cases  where  there 
is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  woman  has 
been  sterile,  you  must  examine  with  care  to 
«ee  the  vesicles  distinctly,  while  in  other 
cases  these  vesicles  are  so  striking,  that 
they  are  the  parts  which  catch  the  eye  as 
soon  as  the  ovaries  are  laid  open.  These 
vessels,  which  are  denominated  the  grii- 
fian,  are  the  eggs  of  the  human  species. 
A^ain  :  stetching  from  the  womb  to  the 
sides  of  the  pelvis,  we  have  the  broad  liga- 
ments, which  are  formed  by  the  perito- 
neum, which  covers  the  uterus,  partially  in 
front,  and  completely  behind,  and  which 
being  thus  disposed  upon  the  womb,  form 
two  layers,  one  in  front  and  the  other  pos- 
teriorly, stretching  from  the  sides  of  the 
uterus  to  the  sides  of  the  pelvis.  In  the 
superior  parts  of  these  broad  ligaments,  nre 
situated  what  are  called  the  fallopian  tubes, 
which  are,  in  fact,  the  oviducts  of  women, 
somewhat  vermicular  in  their  course,  for 
they  do  not  run  in  a  direct  line  }  very  small 
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where  they  enter  into  the  uterus,  in  so 
much  that  a  large  bristle  could  scarcely  be 
passed  through  the  orifice ;  larger  where 
tbey  open  near  the  ovary,  for  there  a  large 
probe  might  be  inserted  ;  aud  immediately 
within  the  orifice,  which  is  surrounded  by 
a  muscular  fringe,  or  ruffle,  and  which  is 
called  the  tnorsus  diaboli,  dilated  into  a  sort 
of  receptacle,  in  which  the  first  rudiments 
of  the  foetus  may  perhaps  lodge. 

Stretching  from  the  womb  to  the  exter- 
nal organs,  is  the  canal  called  the  vagina, 
lying  on  the  rectum  posteriorly,  and  the 
bladder  and  urethra  in  front ;  this  canal 
varying  much  in  its  capacity,  being  large  in 
women  who  have  borne  many  children,  and 
imall  in  virgins,  but  being  of  a  form  and 
opacity  evidently  com  form  able  to  the  make 
of  the  male  organ.  Observe,  carefully,  these 
illustrative  preparations. 

Impregnation. — When  impregnation  takes 
place,  for  I  now  proceed  to  give  you  a  short 
iccount  of  it,  one  or  more  of  the  eggs,  or 
grafian  vesicles,  becomes  the  subject  of 
the  conceptive  actions,  and  supplies  of 
nourishment  are  poured  into  it  from  the 
surrounding  parts,  and  the  eggs  enlarge  in 
their  size,  and  they  project  beyond  the  sur- 
face of  the  ovary,  so  as  to  form  the  mam- 
miliary  process ;  and  all  around  the  vesicles, 
which  are  thus  enlarging  the  ovum,  become 
more  vascular  than  it  was  before.  About 
this  time  the  mammillary  process,  projecting 
like  a  nipple,  is  seized  by  the  muscular 
fringes  of  the  fallopian  tubes,  something  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  nipple  itself  is 
seized  by  the  infant  when  at  suck.  The 
mammillary  process  lying  in  this  manner  in 
the  orifice  of  the  fallopian  tube,  it  at  length 
breaks  open  by  ulceration,  and  discharges 
its  contents  in  this  canal,  after  which  the 
rudiments,  by  little  and  little,  under  a  sort 
of  peristaltic  action,  aTe  conveyed  from  the 
tube  to  the  uterus,  to  be  deposited  there  as 
in  a  nest, — for  the  uterus  of  the  mammalia 
has  some  analogies  with  the  nest  of  a  bird, 
which,  in  some  pointed  particulars,  it  re- 
sembles.   Now  this  transfer  of  the  rudi- 
ments from  the  ovary  to  the  uterus,  consti- 
tutes what,  in  the  proper  acceptation  of  the 
term,  may  be  denominated  its  conception, 
or  what,  in  birdp,  we  should  call  the  laying 
of  the  egg.    Dr.  Haighton  found,  that  if,  in 
the  rabbit,  he  c'ivided  the  fallopian  tube 
more  than  eight-and-foity  hours  after  its 
communication  with  the  mule,  he  did  not,  in 
so  doing,  interrupt  the  process  of  generation; 
but  if  be  divided  the  tube  within  10,  'JO.  or 
30  hours,  or  even  later  than  this,  then  the 
process  of  generation  was  interrupted,  the 
rudiments  never  afterwards  making  their 
appearance  in  the  womb  ;  aud  therefore  he 
inferred,  that  in  the  rabbit  the  process  of 
conception,  or  the  laying  of  the  egg,  i*  ac- 
complished in  eight-and-forty  hours,  hut  not 
sooaer. 


It  has  often  been  asked,  what  is  the  term 
that  is  required  for  the  completion  of  human 
conception?  but  this  is  a  question  to  which 
it  is  not  easy  to  give  a  precise  and  satisfac- 
tory answer.  I  thoroughly  agree  with  those 
who  believe  that  it  is  of  very  early  com- 
pletion, say  within  the  fortnight,  or  perhaps 
sooner.  A  foetus  of  five  or  six  weeks  is 
thoroughly  formed,  and  as  large  as  a  large 
blue  fly.  How  young,  therefore,  must  its 
rudiments  be  when  they  pass  in  an  un- 
formed state  through  the  uterine  orifice 
of  the  fallopian  tube,  which,  as  this  prepa- 
ration proves,  is  scarcely  large  enough  to 
admit  a  bristle. 

I  here  show  you  the  uterus,  and  a  portion 
of  the  vagina  annexed  to  it ;  you  may  see 
the  broad  ligaments  stretching  to  the  sides 
of  the  glass,  and  you  may  see  the  fallopian 
tubes,  or  oviducts,  above  which  is  the  mus- 
cular ruffle,  or  fringe,  which  lays  hold  of 
the  mammillary  process. 

Here  is  a  preparation  of  the  ovory ;  its 
interior  is  exposed,  and  the  eggs,  which  are 
nestling  there,  are  conspicuously  observ- 
able. 

1  here  show  you  the  mammillary  pro- 
cess projecting,  und  in  this  preparation  laid 
open,  its  contents  being  escaped,  so  that  a 
small  cavity  has  been  formed  in  the  ovary, 
aud  this  cavity  is  filled  up  with  a  yellowish 
material  brighter  in  some  than  in  others,  the 
whole  constituting  what  is  celebrated  among 
anatomists  under  the  appellation  of  the 
corpus  liitewn. 

J  he  vesicle  in  this  preparation,  after  dis- 
charging its  contents,  is  again  partially  filled 
with  the  yellow  material ;  and  in  the  pre- 
paration which  follows,  the  closure  of  the 
cavity  has  been  almost  completed. 

Where  there  are  two  foetuses,  two  vesi- 
cles are  in  general  excited,  and  two  lutea 
become  formed  ;  in  the  woman  from  which 
this  was  taken,  there  were  twins,  and  you 
may  observe  a  corpus  luteum  in  each  ovary. 
This  is  not  invariahly  the  case,  for,  as  a  sin- 
gle egg  may  sometimes  contain  two  chicks, 
so  a  single  vesicle  may,  in  some  cases,  con- 
tain two  foetuses.  The  woman  from  whom 
these  ovaries  were  taken ,  conceived  of  three 
children,  and  you  may  sec  two  vesicles  in 
one  ovary,  and  one  in  the  other  ;  observe,  at' 
the  same  time,  the  high  vascularity  of  the 
surrounding  ovary. 

Hut  to  proceed : — Much  dispute  has  been, 
raised  respecting  a  question  of  some  little 
speculative  interest,  I  mean  as  to  the  form 
in  which  the  rudiments  come  down  into 
the  womb,  some  contending  with  Haigh- 
ton, that  they  descend  in  a  loose  amorphous 
state  ;  and  others,  us  Cruikshaiiks,  that 
they  leave  the  ovary,  and  pass  the  tube  un- 
der the  form  of  a  small  e«g.  Dr.  Haighton 
examined  a  great  many  rabbits  which  had 
been  recently  impregnated,  making  his  ob« 
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•ervaticraa  at  different  intervals  after  con-  parts,  which  render  them  more  perfect  fot 


ception,  but  ho  never  found  in  any  one  in* 
ttauce,  until  the  process  of  epi^encsis  was 


generation,  for  inaiance, — the  whites  and 
shells.   It  may  not  be  impossible  that  the 


begun  in  the  uterus,  that  the  rudiments  ex- .  fallopian  tubes  may  add  something  too  ;  and 
bibited  any  definite  form,  so  that  after  in-  this  is  more  probable  :  first,  because  we 
stituting  many  observations  of  this  sort,  (and  find  the  inner  shies  of  the  fallopian  tubes 
he  was  a  very  accurate  observer,)  he  became  vascuhr  in  a  high  degTee  ;  and  secondly, 
of  opinion,  that  it  was  not  the  vesicle  of  because  their  inner  membrane  is  folded  lon- 
De  Grafe  that  was  detacfud  in  the  form  of.  gitudinally,  as  if  nature  intended  to  spread 
•n  egg,  to  pass  into  the  uterus,  but  that  j  them  out  for  the  purposes  of  secretion, 
the  vesicle  opening,  discharged  its  contents  However,  granting  its  existence,  we  have 
into  the  tube,  as  an  egg  might  do,  if  the  clear  proof,  that  this  superaddjtion  is  not 
shell  were  freely  broken.  Cruikshanks,  j  essential  to  generation,  for  extra-uterine 
however,  imagined,  that  the  rudiments  foetuses  may  form  in  the  ovary,  and,  in  these 
passed  along  into  the  womb  in  the  form  of  cases,  the  rudiments  never  get  into  the 
an  ovum,  of  rounded  or  oval  shape,  but  in  |  fallopian  tube  at  all,— and  can,  therefore, 
order  to  prove  this,  he  laid  open  the  tube,  [derive  nothing  from  »*•  , 
and  applied  distilled  vinegar.  |    Here  is  one  of  the  fallopian  tubes  In  id 

NowHaighton  used  to  observe  tartly  and  iopen  ;  it  is  vascular  in  a  high  degree,  and 


forcibly  enough,  that  nature  did  not  apply 
distilled  vinegar  in  her  operations ;  and  the 
observation  was  as  just  as  it  was  keen  ;  for 


its  folds  are  lyin  *  longitudinally  ;  it  is  this 
structure  that  iuduces  me  to  think,  that  the 
tube  is  a  secreting  organ,  as  well  aa  an 


even  supposing  the  rudiments  came  down  organ  of  transmission, 
into  the  womb  without  any  defined  shape,  !    Here  is  a  specimen,  and  a  fine  one,  of  the 
of  course  the  application  of  the  vinegar  morsus  diaboli,  the  fimbriated  extremity  of 
might  be  expected  to  coagulate  the  serum,  j  the  fallopian  tube,  observe  its  position  near 
and  to  cause  it  to  assume  something  of  a  1  the  ovary, 
defined  shape  immediately.   On  the  whole,  j 

therefore,  I  assent  to  the  opinion  of  my  '  — — — — — 
valued  relative,  and  believe  with  him  that, 
in  conception,  the  ovum  comes  down  into 
the  uterus,  not  enclosed  in  a  membranous 
oyst,  but  in  a  loose  and  disengaged  con- 
dition ;  and  this  opinion  is  supported  by  the 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  smallness  of 
the  uterine  orifice  of  the  tubes,  evidently  Dn.  Miquel,  the  editor  of  the  Gazette  de 
much  too  minute  in  its  capacity,  to  allow  Sante,  has  lately  published  a  pamphlet 
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the  vesicle  to  pass  in  its  oviform  con 
dition. 

I  have  sometimes  thought  that,  as  in 
birds,  the  oviducts  are  superadding  to  the 
yolks,  derived  from  the  ovaries  certain 


against  M.  Broussais,  which,  amongst  other 
interesting  communications,  contains  the 
following  comparative  table  on  the  morta- 
lity in  the  Hospital  of  Val  de  Grace,  under 
its  different  physicians : — 


la  the  year 

M.  Vaidy 

M.  Des,-enettcs 

M.  Pierre 

M.  Brou'ft«is 

1815  .... 

lost  1  out  of  20§ 

1  out  of  16 

1  out  of  1 1 

1816  .... 

—  1  ....  27 

1  ....  78 

1  ....  193 

1  ....  19 

1817  .... 

—  1  ....  u 

1  ....  14 

1  ....  167 

1  ....  16 

1818  .... 

—  1    2i 

1  ....  12 

1  . . . .  27 

1   14 

1819  .... 

—  1  ....  22$ 

1  ....  21§ 

1  ....  16 

1  ....  8J 

This  contrasts  very  strangely  witli  the 
bombastic  manner  in  which  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  hear  M.  Broussais  nnd  his  follow- 
ers speak  of  the  "  Doctrine  Physiobgique." 


TERMINATION  OF  THE  RETINA  IN  THE 
HUMAN  EYE.* 

It  has  very-often  been  discussed,  where 
the  retina  terminates  anteriorly,  and,  as  far 
as  we  know,  the  opinions  of  anatomists  as 

*  Das  Ende  der  Xervenhautim  menschl. 
Auge.  Von  Dr.  Schneider,  Prosed,  an  der 
Univers.  zu  Municheu. 


to  this  point  are  not  yet  settled.  Dr. 
Schneider,  of  the  University  of  Munich,  haa 
lately,  by  very  accurate  researches,  endea- 
voured to  determine  this  question.  Ac- 
cording to  him,  the  following  are  the  diffe- 
rent opinions  on  the  subject : — 

1.  The  retina  reaches  no  further  than  the 
middle  of  the  vitreous  humour. — Failopiua 
and  Vesalius. 

2.  It  terminates  nt  the  exterior  margin  of 
the  processus  ciliares. — Meckel,  Sommer- 
ing,  VVris')erg,  Zinn,  Itudolphi,  Velpeau, 
Home,  Jacob,  Paullucci. 

3.  It  extends  to  the  circumference  of 
the  lens,  where  it  is  inserted  in  the  cap- 
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ante. — Ferrein,  Haller,  Lieutaud,  Monro, 
Window. 

•  4.  It  is  continued  into  the  processus  ci- 
linres. 


it  seemed  unchanged,  being  covered  by  the 
capsule,  to  which  two  very  fine  bloodves- 
sels were  seen  running  from  the  ciliary  pro* 
cesses.    It  was  observed,  that,  when  the 


5.  Having  reached  the  externnl  margin  of  eye  had  for  some  time  been  lying  in  alcohol, 
sone  of  Zinn,  it  forms  a  defined  edge,  from  ,  those  parts  with  which  the  leus  had  been  in 
which  it  exteods,  os  a  very  delicate  mem* j  more  or  less  close  contact,  invariably  un- 
brane,  to  the  margin  of  the  lens. — Baerens,  derwent  a  very  peculiar  alteration  :  the  vi- 
Walter,  Doellinger,  Hesselbacb.  treous  humour,  hyaloid  membrane,  and  re- 

According  to  M.Schneider,  it  proceeds ,  tina,  were,  in  these  places,  more  or  less 
from  the  external  margin  of  the  corpus  ci-  turbid  ;  the  hyaloid  membrane  was  thick* 
liare,  where  it  was  generally  supposed  to  ened,  the  retina  wrinkled,  and,  in  one  in- 
terminate,  to  the  lens  on  the  greatest  cir-  stance,  adhering  to  the  choroid  ;  evidently 
cumference  of  which  it  ends,  by  a  free  mar-  j  the  consequences  of  a  slight  inflammation, 
gin,  and  without  any  firm  attachment  to  the  produced  by  the  pressure  of  the  lens.  The 
capsule.    This  continuation  of  the  retina !  capsule  had,  except  in  the  one  case  men- 


lies  between  the  zone  of  Zinn  and  the  corpus 
ciliare  ;  it  appears  as  a  very  delicate,  thin, 
medullary  membrane,  somewhat  thickened 
at  its  internal  free  margin.  It  is  covered 
by  the  pigmentum  nigrum,  which  is  most 
copious  on  the  external  portion,  but  gradu 


tioned  above,  retained  its  natural  situation, 
and  its  connexion  with  the  zonula  Zinnii ;  it 
had  been  lacerated  in  the  operation  in  the 
middle  or  lower  part,  and  was  perfectly 
transparent ;  after  having  for  some  time 
been  lying  in  very  strong  alcohol,  it  np- 


ally  decreases  anteriorly  and  interiorly,  so  peared  as  a  yellowish  ring  near,  but  uncon- 
that  the  free  margin  of  the  retina  is  not  nected  with,  the  posterior  surface  of  the 
covered  by  it.  At  the  distance  of  about  iris  ;  the  internal  margin  was  free,  irregu- 
one-eighteenthof  an  inch  from  the  circumfe- '  lar  and  indented,  and  partly  covered  the 
rence  of  the  lens,  the  retina  increases  in  pupil  ;  in  one  instance  only,  a  very  delicate 
thickness,  is  very  white,  and  of  a  folded  (  plastic  membrane  had  been  thrown  out  from 
structure,  in  which  the  separate  folds,  from  j  it.  It  was,  on  the  whole,  very  considerably 
70  to  75  in  number,  are  placed  at  regular  thickened,  and  of  a  gelatinous  consistence  ; 
intervals.  The  internal  margin  of  this  j  being,  however,  perfectly  transparent,  this 
folded  ring  adheres  to  the  capsule.  Under:  thickening  of  the  capsule  cannot  be  consi- 
the  microscope,  the  termination  of  these  ]  dered  as  the  result  of  an  inflammatory  state, 
folds  anteriorly  appear  as  more  or  less  co-  j  and  we  think  the  author  is  right  in  Buppos- 
mfortn  bodies  placed  in  different  directions,  |  ing  it  to  be  formed  by  the  secretory  action 
and  very  similar  to  the  nervous  papilla;  of  of  the  capsule,  and  the  subsequent  crvstalli- 


the  tongue. 


ON  THE  ORGANIC  ALTERATIONS  IV  TITE  IN- 
TERIOR OF  THE  EYE  AFTER  THE  RLCL1N  • 
ATI  ON  OF  THE  LENS  * 

By  Dr.  W.  Somjieriso. 


sation  of  the  secretion  ;  it  is,  as  it  were,  the 
rudiment  of  a  new  lens.  In  two  cases,  the 
vitreous  humour  was  very  liquid  ;  the  cica- 
trix of  the  sclerotica  could  hardly  be  disco- 
vered. In  one  case  of  congenital  cataract, 
where  the  operation  had  failed,  the  retina 
was  found  spparated  from  the  choroid  by 
an  intermediate  stratum  of  fluid. 

M.  Summering  is  of  opinion,  that  th$ 


The  author  of  this  treatise  had  opportu- 
nities of  examining  eight  eyes  in  which  tliis  . 
operation  had  been  performed.  The  n-clin- !  formation  and  nutrition  of  the  lens  depend 
ated  lens  was  generally  found  immoveable  ■  °»  t!l*  continual  secretion  and  absorption 
on  the  exterior  and  inferior  portion  of  the  ,  of  the  llll"or  Morgagni  by  the  capsule,  but 
ciliary  processes,  at  a  greater  or  less  dis- ! ,hut  th<?re  ex,sts  «»  organic  connexion  be- 
tance  from  the  iris  ;  it  was,  except  in  one  tween  the  two  organs  and  that  the  forma- 
case,  without  its  capsule,  small,  and,  as  it  tlon  ofthe  le«sout  of  the  humour  Morgagni, 
seemed,  absorbed,  all  but  the  harder  nu- , 1S  a  rt  al  crystallisation.  (Such  was  also  the 
cleus;  of  a  greyish  white,  or  yellowish  opinion  of  Haller  and  of  Petit ;  but  Albinus 
brown 
shape 

the  length  of  time  which  had  elaj 

the  operation.  In  two  instances  it  was  com-  i  1  lie  capsule  is  closely  connected  with  the 
pletely  absorbed,  and  the  onlv  remaining '  2011(1  °f  Zinn,  and,  through  the  latter,  corn- 
trace  of  it  was  a  slight  impression  in  the  I  mumcates  with  the  corona  cilians,  from 
margin  of  the  ciliary  processes  ;  in  one  case '  whlc»  11  receives  the  nutrient  vessels  of  the 


i  amber  colour,  and  of  an*ineoUlar.  »a«'the  injected  vessels  of the  capsule  conti- 
;  its  size  appeared  to  differ  nccordingto !  nued  into  the  lens,  and  Dr.  Jacob  s  recent 
ntrth  of  time  which  had  elapsed  after  researches  seem  to  confirm  this  observation.) 


•  Beobacht.  ub 
Auge  nach  Staar 


die  organ.  Yeriinder.  ira 
Opera tionen.    Von  \V. 
Summering,  Frankfurt  am  Main. 


lens. 


The  different  degrees  of  perfection  with 
which  the  patients  sec  after  the  operation, 
depends  not  on  the  more  or  less  transparent 
I  state  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  eye,  but 
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on  the  irregular  shape  of  the  refracting  or- 
gans. The  cataracta  secundaria  is  the  effect 
of  a  traumatic  inflammation  of  the  capsule  ; 
sometimes  even  au  effusion  takes  place  be- 
tween the  edges  of  the  capsule,  but  it  is 
hardly  ever  the  effect  of  exudation  from  the 
uvea,  as  M.  Schmidt  maintained.  The  cap- 
sule itself  is  never  absorbed. 


ON  FUNGUS  MEDDLLARIS    OP  THE  EYE.* 
H\f  B.  PaNIZZA. 

This  treatise  contains  two  very  interest- 
ing cases  of  fungoid  disease,  of  which  we 
a  condensed  report. 

In  a  girl,  seven  years  old,  the  fungus  had 
been  formed  in  the  right  eye,  in  consequence 
of  internal  ophthalmy ;  vision  was  com- 
pletely destroyed  from  the  beginning ;  the 
pupil  was  dilated  and  immoveable,  behind 
it  a  yellow  irregular  spot  was  seen,  with 
some  gorged  vessels  in  its  centre,  its  exte- 
rior and  inferior  portion  was  a  little  promi- 
nent, and  of  a  tuberculous  appearance.  In 
all  other  respects  the  eye  seemed  perfectly 
healthy.  After  three  months  the  yellow 
spot  became  of  a  darker  colour,  enlarged, 
nodose,  and  beset  with  more  varicose  ves- 
sels. The  extirpation  of  the  eye  being  ob- 
jected to,  the  disease  followed  its  regular 
course ;  the  eye  burst,  the  fungus  pro- 
truded, and  rapidly  grew  to  an  enormous 
size ;  large  ulcerations  formed,  frequent 
haemorrhages  ensued,  &c,  and  the  little 
patient  died,  after  having  suffered  sixteen 
months.  On  examination,  the  glands  of 
the  neck  and  the  parotid  were  found  dis- 
eased; that  portion  of  the  dura  mater  which 
covers  the  parietal  bones,  as  well  as  the 
greater  part  of  the  right  anterior  and  middle 
lobes  of  the  brain,  had  degenerated  into  a 
fungous  mass  ;  the  optic  nerve,  the  ophthal- 
mic branch  of  the  fifth  pair,  and  die  third 
pair,  were  also  imbedded  in  a  fungous  sub- 
stance. The  optic  nerve  terminated  ante- 
riorly in  a  hard  ligamentous  intumescence, 
of  a  bulbous  form.  In  the  orbit,  all  the 
organs  were  transformed  into  one  confused 
mass. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  a  child 
twenty  months  of  age  ;  the  fungus  was  in 
the  left  eye  ;  it  had  likewise  formed  after 
internal  ophthalmy,  and  the  symptoms  were 
exactly  the  same  as  in  the  foregoing  case. 
The  eye  was  extirpated  by  Dr.  Ponegana, 
about  seven  weeks  after  the  lirst  symptoms 
had  been  observed.  Professor  Pauizza  ex- 
amined the  eye  after  the  operation  ;  it  was 
not  enlarged,  but  harder  than  natural ;  the 
optic  nerve,  cornea,  iris,  and  lens,  weie 
healthy;  the  lens  having  been  removed, 

*  Sul  Fungo  Midollare  deH'occhio.  Pavia, 
Pol. 


the  yellow  spot  was  found  to  be  seated  in 

the  depression  in  which  the  posterior  half 
of  the  lens  lies,  although,  before  the  removal 
of  the  lens,  it  appeared  as  if  it  were  more 
deeply-seated.  It  consisted  of  three  separate 
bright-yellow  and  prominent  masses,  of  a 
soft  and  fungous  consistence.  On  removing 
the  choroid,  the  whole  of  the  vitreous  hu- 
mour was  found  to  consist  of  this  yellow 
mass  ;  being  punctured,  it  emitted  a  bright 
yellow,  viscous,  saline  fluid,  which  was 
coagulated  by  alcohol ;  the  optic  nerve  was 
inserted  into  this  yellow  mass  ;  the  retina 
was  wrinkled,  contracted,  and  appeared  to 
pass  through  it  to  the  anterior  fossa,  where 
it  formed  the  three  above-mentioned  promi- 
nencies.  The  choroid  was  healthy. 

Four  years  after  the  operation,  the  little 
patient  was  in  perfect  health.  As  far  as 
we  know,  this  is  the  only  instance  upon 
record,  where  the  extirpation  of  the  fun- 
gus medulraris  of  the  eye,  has  not  been  fol- 
lowed by  a  fatal  termination  from  a  relapse , 
or  a  continuation  of  the  disease  to  the  brain 
and  its  membranes. 


CENTRAL  POINT  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM.  

DIVISION  OF  TUB  NERVES,  AND  SUBSE- 
QUENT RE-UNION  OF  THEIR  ENDS. 

M.  Flourens  has  recently  endeavoured  to 
determine  the  limits  of  the  central  and  vital 
point  of  the  nervous  system.  From  various 
experiments,  be  infers  that  this  point  begins 
at  the  origin  of  the  eighth  pair,  and  extends 
no  further  than  one-fifth  or  one-sixth  part 
of  an  inch  towards  the  medulla  oblongata. 
On  dividing  the  brain  above  this  point  it  is 
deprived  of  life,  but  the  spinal  chord  con- 
tinues to  live  ;  on  dividing  the  spinal  chord 
below  it,  the  reverse  takes  place. 

In  another  memoir,  M.  Flourens  gives 
the  result  of  his  experiments  on  the 
division  of  the  nerves,  and  the  subsequent 
re-union  of  their  ends.  In  most  cases,  the 
re-union  was  complete,  and  by  it  the  nerves 
recovered  even  their  sensibility  and  influ- 
ence on  motion.  M.  Flourens  being  desi- 
rous of  knowing  whether  the  ends  of  two 
different  nerves  would  unite,  having  brought 
them  into  close  contact,  kept  them  in  this 
situation,  and  found  that,  in  all  the  cases, 
complete  union  took  place ;  in  some  of 
them  the  function  of  the  nerves  was  re- 
stored ;  in  others,  it  remained  imperfect; 
but,  in  all,  the  irritation  of  the  lower  was 
communicated  to  the  upper  nerve,  so  that 
we  can  hardly  doubt  of  the  formation  of 
real  nervous  substance  between  the  di- 
vided ends. 
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ON  THK  APPEARANCE  OP  THE  BLOOD  OP 
ANIMALS  UNDER  DIFFERENT  STATES  Ot 
EXCITEMENT. 

By  Mr.  Richard  Vines,  Veterinary  Surgeon ; 
Mr.  Coleman  t  A&Utant  at  the  Veterinary 
College. 

Having  stated  in  a  former  communica- 
tion *  that  the  blood  of  the  horse  or  ass, 
when  in  perfect  health,  after  being  well  fed 
and  moderately  exercised,  assumed  a  bright 
red  colour ;  and  the  blood,  which  was 
then  abstracted,  coagulated  quickly  into  a 
solid  uniform  mass,  without  any  separation 
of  the  red  part ;  and  on  the  contrary  if  the 
same  animal  were  exposed  to  a  low  degree 
of  temperature,  and  allowed  only  a  small 
quantity  of  food,  that  the  blood  under  those 
circumstances  gradually  assumed  a  darker 
colour,  coagulated  slower,  and  during  its 
coagulation  separated  into  two  parts,  a  su- 
perior white  or  straw-colour,  and  an  infe- 
rior dark  red,  thus  constituting  what  is  com- 
monly called  buffy,  or  inflamed  blood,  and 
that  in  proportion  to  the  degree  or  intensity 
of  cold,  and  the  deprivation  from  food,  so 
the  blood  assumed  this  butTy  appearance  ; 
and  again  in  proportion  to  the  increased 
strength  of  the  animal,  when  supplied  with 
a  due  quantity  of  food,  and  placed  in  a  more 
congenial  temperature,  that  the  blood  reco- 
vered its  original  state. 

I  likewise  stated  that  the  blood  assumed 
this  buffy  appearance  in  healthy  horses 
from  drawing  large  quantities  at  short  in- 
tervals, and  also  that  any  cause  that  debili- 
tated the  system  would  likewise  render  the 
blood  of  this  appearance. 

On  further  investigation,  and  from  nume- 
rous repeated  experiments  and  observations, 
I  have  clearly  ascertained  and  proved,  that 
the  blood  assumes  different  appearances, 
varying  according  to  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  the  animal  is  placed  :  when  the 

4  3  2 


animal  is  in  perfect  health,  and  moderately 
excited,  the  colour  of  the  blood  will  become 
brighter,  and  the  coagulating  property  will 
be  increased  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  in 
both,  when  under  great  (as  well  as  dimi- 
nished) excitement,  the  colour  and  coagu- 
lating property  will  be  found  gradually  to 
diminish. 

Under  the  former  circumstances  both  the 
venous  and  arterial  blood  assume  a  brighter 
colour,  coagulation  takes  place  quicker,  and 
the  consistence  will  be  found  to  be  firmer, 
without  any  separation  of  the  red  part,  and 
this  appearance  will  be  seen  whether  a  small 
or  large  quantity  be  taken  ;  but  if  the  exer- 
tion be  carried  to  a  great  excess,  or  if  the 
animal  breathe  an  impure  atmosphere,  or  be 
exposed  to  a  low  degree  of  temperature,  and 
at  the  same  time  not  allowed  food,  or  to  be 
exercised,  the  venous  and  arterial  blood 
will  then  gradually  appear  of  a  darker 
colour,  coagulation  will  be  slower  and 
weaker,  and  during  the  coagulation  the  red 
part  will  separate,  at  first  in  a  alight  de- 
gree ;  but  this  appearance  is  only  to  be  ob- 
served on  drawing  a  small  quantity,  but  af- 
terwards to  a  much  greater  extent,  by  taking 
a  larger  portion  ;  but  in  the  advanced  stages, 
and  as  the  animal  becomes  more  exhausted, 
it  then  gradually  fails  to  assume  the  buffy 
appearance,  from  its  coagulating  property 
being  too  far  diminished. 

From  these  facts  it  becomes  evident,  as  I 
have  previously  stated,  that  the  venous  and 
arterial  blood  assumes  different  appear- 
ances, varying  according  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  animal  is  placed; 
thus,  while  in  health,  and  under  moderate 
excitement,  its  colour  and  coagulating  pro- 
perty gradually  increases ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, both  when  under  great  as  well  as  di- 
minished excitement,  its  colour  and  coagu- 
lation will  be  gradually  diminished. 

The  followiug  table  will  give  a  more  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  Subject. 


The  middle  portion,  Fig.  1,  is  intended 
to  represent  the  appearance  of  the  blood, 
either  venous  or  arterial,  under  moderate 
excitement,  coagulated  into  an  uniform  firm 
mass,  without  any  separation. 

The  three  laternl  portions,  on  each  tide, 


are  intended  to  represent  the  colours  and 
coagulating  property,  diminishing  those  on 
the  right  side  from  too  great  excitement,  and 
those  on  the  left  from  diminished  excite- 
ment. 

Fig.  2,  on  each  side,  slnw  the  blood  darker 
in  colour  than  Fig.  1  ;  an  1  during  the  coagu- 


•  Lancet,  Number  195,  Vol. XII.    .  |  U>tion  to  have  separated  into  two  parts;  a 
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superior,  which  ii  either  white  or  straw- 
coloured,  and  an  inferior,  or  red  port. 

The  two  next  portions,  Fig.  3,  likewise 
show  the  blood  coagulated,  but  still  darker 
in  colour,  with  a  larger  portion  of  the  white 
or  straw-coloured  part,  and  a  smaller  of  the 
inferior  or  red. 

The  two  outside  portions,  Fig.  4,  repre- 
sent the  blood  of  a  darker  colour  than  the 
last,  but  without  any  separation  of  the 
ports,  owing  to  its  weak  coagulation. 

From  this  it  appears  evident  that  the  re- 
mote causes  which  increase  the  colour  and 
coagulating  property  of  the  blood  are  pure 
air,  of  a  moderate  temperature,  good  food, 
and  moderate  exercise  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
those  under  which  it  diminishes  are  violent 
or  long-continued  exertion,  severe  pain,  in- 
creased temperature,  or  any  of  these  causes 
in  combination  with  high  feeding :  this  is 
very  frequently  to  be  observed  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  and  summer  months,  while  the 
thermometer  is  high ;  when  it  is  very  com- 
mon to  find  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  eyes, 
and  other  inflammatory  diseases  from  too 
groat  excitement  of  the  system  ;  again, 
other  remote  causes  also  render  the  blood 
in  this  state,  by  diminishing  the  action  of 
the  various  organs  of  the  body,  as  impure 
air,  long  exposure  to  wet  or  cold,  without 
food  or  exercise  ;*  this  we  find  to  be  the 
case  in  the  autumn  and  winter,  while  the 
thermometer  is  low. 

It  therefore  appears  that  while  the  causes 
which  support  the  functions  of  the  different 
organs  of  the  body  are  duly  and  moderately 
applied,  the  colour  and  coagulating  property 
of  the  blood  gradually  increase  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  if  these  causes  are  gradually  with- 
drawn, or  carried  to  too  great  an  excess,  then 
the  colour  and  coagulating  property  will 
gradually  diminish;  thus  it  will  befound, 
that  as  the  animal  increases  in  strength,  the 
blood  will  coagulate  stronger  arrd  quicker, 
from  containing  a  larger  portion  of  animal 
matter ;  but  as  the  animal  diminishes  in 
strength,  and  while  under  great  or  dimi- 
nished excitement,  the  blood  coagulates 
slower  and  weaker  from  containing  a  smaller 
portion  ;  its  quick  coagulation  depends  on 
the  quantity  of  animal  matter  it  contains ; 
the  blood  of  strong  subjects  is  always 
greater  in  weight,  and  coagulates  stronger 
and  quicker  than  that  of  weak  ones  ;  thus, 
as  the  animal  increases  in  strength,  while 
in  health,  and  under  moderate  excitement,] 
the  blood  coagulates  stronger  and  quicker, 
from  containing  n  larger  portion  of  animal ! 
matter;  and  again,  as  the  animal  dimi- 1 
nishes  in  strength,  as  while  under  great  or 


*  The  blood  has  likewise  the  same  ap- 
pearance when  the  horse  is  under  the  in- 
fluence of  digitalis. 


diminished  excitement,  the  blood  gradually 
coagulates  slower  and  weaker,  from  con- 
taining a  much  smaller  portion. 

This  white,  or  bufty  paTt,  commonly  called 
self-coagulnble  lymph  or  fibrin,  may  there- 
fore be  considered  as  the  base  of  the  blood 
of  all  animals  ;  it  assumes  different  colours, 
and  possesses  coagulating  properties,  varying 
in  animals,  and  iu  different  parts  of  the  body 
of  the  same  animal ;  in  the  strong  parts  it 
appears  red,  from  possessing  a  high  degree 
of  vital  power,  while  in  the  weak  or  finer 
parts  it  appears  white,  from  possessing  a 
much  lower  degree  of  vitality  ;  in  strong  sub- 
jects, and  in  the  strong  parts  of  the  body, 
it  coagulates  strongly  and  quickly  from  con- 
tainingalarge  portion  of  animal  matter;  hence 
it  has  received  the  name  of  fibrin  from  a 
supposed  resemblance  to  muscular  or  fibrous 
texture  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  in  weak  sub- 
jects, and  in  the  weak  and  finer  parts  of  the 
body,  its  coagulation  is  much  slower  and 
weaker  from  its  containing  only  a  much 
smaller  portion.  It  also  assumes  different 
appearances,  varying  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  animal  is 
placed.  When  iu  perfect  health,  and  mode- 
rately excited,  it  appears  of  a  bright  red 
colour,  and  coagulates  without  any  separa- 
tion ;  in  this  state,  we  may  consider  it  as 
possessing  the  highest  degree  of  vital 
power ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  is  froro 
too  great  as  well  as  from  diminished  excite- 
ment, in  consequence  of  its  vitality  being 
diminished,  it  then  appears  darker  in  co- 
lour ;  cna>>  ulation  becomes  slower  and  weaker, 
at  first  in  a  slight  degree,  but  afterwards  to 
a  much  greater  extent. 

I  therefore  deny  the  hypothesis  of  the 
blood  being  a  compound  fluid,  while  circu- 
lating jn  the  living  body,  and  of  the  lymph, 
red  globules,  and  serum,  but  consider  it  as 
live  animal  matter,  capable  of  assuming 
either  a  fluid  or  solid  form  ;  and  that,  while 
in  the  state  of  a  fluid,  it  possesses  a  higher 
degree  of  vital  power  than  when  in  a  solid 
state;  that  it  assumes  different  colours,  and 
possesses  various  degrees  of  solidity,  vary- 
ing in  animals,  and  in  different  parts  of  the 
same  animal,  which  depends  upon  the  quan- 
tity of  animal  matter  it  contains  previous 
to  its  coagulating,  or  assuming  the  solid 
state.  I  consider  its  base  as  originally  white, 
and  that  it  derives  its  colour  and  coagulat- 
ing properties  from  the  combination  of  at- 
mospheric air,  when  circulating  through  tho 
lungs  ;  this  appears  from  the  arterial  blood 
being  always  greater  in  weight,  and  con- 
gulating  firmer  and  quicker  than  either  the 
lymph  or  chyle  ;  and  I  consider  that  its  dif. 
feri-ut  colours  indicate  its  various  degrees  of 
vitality  ;  for,  in  the  strong  parts  of  the 
body,  it  appears  red,  from  possessing  a  high 
degree  of  vital  power ;  while,  in  the  weak  or 
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finer  parts,  it  is  white,  from  baring  only  a 
much  lower  degree  of  vitality. 

The  lacteal  and  lymphatic  fluids  may, 
therefore,  be  considered  as  venous  blocd. 
This  appears  from  their  assuming  different 
colours,  and  possessing  coagulating  proper- 
ties, varying  according  to  the  different  states 
of  the  animal.  In  strong  and  healthy  hoises, 
if  destroyed  while  in  perfect  health,  and  un- 
der moderate  excitement,  the  lymphatic  fluid 
assumes  a  white  or  straw-colour  in  those  parts 
of  the  lymphatic  system  situated  near  the 
circumference  and  centre  of  the  circula- 
tion ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  many  of  those 
which  are  destroyed  when  under  great  as 
well  as  diminished  excitement,  it  commonly 
assumes  the  same  character  of  dark  venous 
blood  in  those  parts  of  the  lymphatic  sys- 
tem, situated  nearest  the  centre  of  the  circu- 
lation as  the  thoracic  duct,  and  the  second 
order  of  the  lncteals  aud  lymphatics.  This 
we  find  from  the  functions  of  digestion 
being  suspended,  from  severe  pnin  produced 
from  open  joiuts,  punctures  in  the  feet,  ice, 
also  by  exposure  to  severe  cold  without 
food. 

Royal  Veterinary  College, 
Oct.  15, 1U28. 


ON  THE  EXTRACTION  OF  THE  TEETH. 

By  S.  J.  Stratford,  Surgeon  of  Worcester. 

Thp.  extraction  of  the  teeth  has,  by  many 
surgeons,  been  considered  a  contemptible 
occupation,  aud  unworthy  the  notice  of  a 
well-educated  practitioner ;  it  is,  conse- 
quently, now  practised  by  the  regular  den- 
tist, or  abandoned  to  men  who  have  not  had 
the  benefit  of  a  regular  surgical  education. 
I  feel,  however,  that  whatever  will  tend  to 
the  relief  of  pain  should  not  be  below  the 
surgeon's  consideration,  while  the  principles 
of  the  operation  ought  to  be  perfectly  un- 
derstood, to  do  it  with  correctness  and  faei- 
lity.  I  believe,  however,  that  many  prac- 
titioners have  abandoned  its  employment, 
more  from  its  difficulties,  and  the  unsatis- 
factory nature  of  their  attempts,  than  from 
any  ideas  of  the  disreputable  feeliugs  attach- 
ed to  it.  These  difficulties,  I  am  convinced, 
have  originated  from  the  want  of  due  con- 
sideration of  the  nature  of  the  diseased  con- 
dition of  the  tooth,  or  of  the  variety  and 
action  of  the  instrument*  they  have  em- 
ployed ;  but  when  the  action  of  the  one  is 
properly  applied  to  the  nuture  of  the  other, 
all  the  difficulties  vanish  ;  and  here  I  cannot 
but  reprobate  the  employment  of  the  same 
instrument  in  such  various  and  different  dis- 
eased condition  of  the  teeth  ;  it  shows  a 
want  of  reflection,  aud  mechanical  know- 


ledge, which  should  not  evince  itself  in  the 
present  day. 

1  will  not  now  venture  to  speculate  on  the 
nature  of  caries,  or  the  mode  of  its  produc- 
tion, but  consider  the  amount  of  disease 
under  three  heads: — 1.  Simple  caries;  Sf. 
Extensive  caries  ;  3.  Death  of  the  tooth. 

1.  SimpU  Cartel. —  Under  this  head  i  would 
consider  that  extent  of  disease  which  has 
exposed  the  lining  membrane  of  the  tooth 
to  the  degree,  that  no  operation  of  the  den- 
tist, such  as  stopping,  &c,  could  effectually 
relieve  the  pain,  or  stop  the  progress  of  the 
caries,  where,  indeed,  no  considerable  por- 
tion of  crown  has  become  implicated. 

2.  Extensive  Curies  I  would  apply  to  that 
amount  of  disease  which  has  destroyed  the 
crown,  or  all  the  bony  part,  leaving  but  a 
thin  shell  of  enamel. 

3.  Death  of  the  7WA.— Here  I  would  be 
understood  to  mean,  the  dead  stumps  which 
have  remained  after  the  crown  was  broken 
off,  or  destroyed,  by  caries ;  they  are  gene- 
rally level  with  the  gum,  are  of  a  dark  co- 
lour, and  cause  irritation  and  inflammation 
by  their  presence  to  the  neighbouring  parts  ; 
they  have  long  ceased  to  be  alive,  and  have 
now  lost  that  firm  connexion  with  the  soc- 
ket which  they  possessed  before  that  vita- 
lity was  destroyed. 

The  nature  and  action  of  the  instruments 
should  particularly  enter  into  our  consider- 
ation. A  great  variety  of  instruments  have 
been  recommended  for  the  extraction  of 
teeth  ;  each  operator  has  boasted  some  new 
invention,  to  which  he  has  ascribed  parti- 
cular excellence  ;  hut  that  they  have  not 
possessed  the  merits  ascribed  to  them,  is 
obvious  from  their  very  limited  employ- 
ment: many  are  of  a  complicated  natare, 
and  difficult  of  application.  I  am,  however, 
convinced,  that  the  more  simple  their  con- 
struction, the  more  easy  will  be  their  em- 
ployment, and  the  more  obvious  their  effects. 
The  instruments  which  1  have  found  most 
applicable  to  the  extraction  of  the  teeth 
are— the  forceps,  the  key,  nnd  the  punch, 
the  use  of  each  of  whiou  are  indicated  by 
the  conditiou,  or  position,  of  the  tooth. 

The  forceps  can  be  employed  only  in  the 
case  of  simple  caries,  where  there  is  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  bon  y  material  of  the 
tooth  remaining,  constituting  a  degree  of 
firmness  which  will  resist  the  grasp  of  the 
forceps,  and  will  not  crumble  under  it.  The 
forceps  should  be  of  sufficient  size  to  afford 
an  easy  purchase  to  the  hand,  while  they 
are  made  so  that  the  inner  surface  of  the 
blade  fit  exactly  to  the  crown  and  sides  of 
the  tooth;  for  this  reason,  the  operator 
should  be  possessed  of  a  considerable  va- 
riety, so  as  to  tit  all  different  gradations  of 
size.  When,  then,  we  have  chosen  the 
pair  of  forceps  that  fit  exactly  to  the  tooth, 
we  must  take  care  to  embrace  the  neck,  for 
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if  we  merely  take  hold  of  the  crown,  the 
forceps  are  liable  to  slip.  Having  taken  a 
firm  bold,  we  give  the  forceps  an  alternate 
lateral  motion,  also  tending  to  the  perpen- 
dicular; by  the  first  we  separate  the  adhe- 
sion of  the  tooth  to  the  socket,  and  by  the 
latter  we  draw  it  from  its  position.  The 
forceps  are  most  applicable  to  the  incisors, 
or  cuspidate,  but,  if  they  have  a  sufficient 
curve  in  their  blade,  they  may  also  be  em- 
ployed to  extract  the  bicuspid  and  molar 
teeth.  The  curve  of"  the  forceps  must  vary 
with  the  positive  position  of  the  tooth,  so 
that  the  extremity  of  the  blade  fits  in  a  per- 
pendicular direction  to  the  crown  of  the 
toolh,  when  precisely  the  same  movements 
must  be  used,  and  the  extraction  of  the 
tooth  will  generally  follow.  For  the  sake  of 
convenience  to  the  operator,  the  forceps 
would  generally  seem  inoBt  applicable  to  the 
teeth  of  the  upper  jaw ;  they  may,  how- 1 
ever,  be  employed  to  the  back  teeth  of  the 
lower  with  nearly  the  same  facility.  I  appre- 
hend, that  the  reason  the  forceps  have  occa- 
sionally patted  is  more  from  the  make  of 
the  instrument  than  any  fault  in  their  appli- 
cation, for  when  the  blade  is  made  too  hol- 
low, so  that  but  the  extremities  of  the  blades 
touch  the  tooth  at  two  opposite  points, 
which  are  often  too  sharp,  the  grasp  of  the 
operator  is  liable  to  cut  the  crown  from  the 
body  of  the  tooth,  instead  of  extracting  it ; 
but  when  due  attention  is  given  to  their 
application  this  can  never  occur. 

The  use  of  the  key  is  demanded  when 
there  is  such  extensive  caries  that  there  is 
no  purchase  for  the  forceps,  or  when  we  find 
it  more  convenient,  as  in  the  lower  jaw. 
The  manner  of  placing  the  key  must  de- 
pend upon  the  extent  of  the  caries,  and  the 
position  of  the  tooth.  When  we  can  find 
sufficient  of  the  tooth  remaining  on  the 
inner  side,  to  form  a  purchase  for  the  claw, 
it  must  be  placed  upon  it,  and  the  fulcrum 
on  the  opposite  side,  so  as  to  turn  the  tooth 
outwardly  ;  but  when  a  better  hold  is  on 
the  outside,  the  tooth  may  be  turned  to- 
wards the  inside.  Sometimes  the  tooth, 
instead  of  being  perpendicular,  has  a  lateral 
direction,  especially  the  back  teeth ;  in 
that  case  we  should  always  apply  the  ful- 
crum on  the  side  to  which  it  inclines,  and 
the  claw  on  the  opposite,  for  reasons  which 
will  be  presently  noticed.  The  action  of  this 
instrument  is  that  of  a  lever,  and  justly  to 
accomplish  its  action  it  requires  t>  be  judi- 
ciously applied.  The  fulcrum  should  be 
flat,  and  must  be  applied  to  the  gum,  oppo- 
site to  the  alveolary  process,  while  the  claw 
should  be  of  suflicient  length,  thnt  it  may 
easily  reach  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  tooth, 
its  extremity  being  placed  upon  the  neck, 
exactly  opposite  to  the  upper  pnrt  of  the  ful- 
crum, and  these  must  be  kept  precisely  in 
a  horizontal  direction.   We  then  turn  the 


|  handle  of  the  instrument  gently  and  stea- 
dily, taking  care  that  the  claw  does  not  slip 
from  its  hold.  This  acting  on  the  fulcrum 
will  cause  the  claw  to  raise  the  tooth  from 
its  socket ;  but  when  the  tooth  has  a  lateral 
direction,  if  we.  apply  the  claw  on  the  side 
to  which  it  inclines,  we  cannot  raise  it  in  a 
perpendicular  direction,  in  consequence  of 
the  inclination  of  the  roots  of  the  tooth,  and 
would  rather  force  the  tooth  down  into  the 
socket,  if  the  power  we  employed  did  not 
break  the  crown  from  the  body,  while  the 
thicker  and  stronger  nature  of  the  alveolary 
process  in  this  instance  might  form  some 
impediment  to  its  extraction.  In  every  in- 
stance in  which  the  key  is  used,  the  alveo- 
lary process  must  yield,  in  some  degree,  at 
particular  points.  The  power  applied  to  tbe 
upper  part  of  the  tooth  must  compress  the 
superior  part  next  the  fulcrum  of  the  instru- 
ment, while  the  fangs,  or  roots,  of  the  tooth 
will  press  upon  the  lower  part  on  the  oppo- 
site side  ;  hence  the  reason  that  these  pro- 
cesses are  so  frequently  broken.  This,  how- 
ever, is  an  accident  of  little  moment,  for  the 
alveolary  processes  are  sure  to  be  absorbed 
as  soon  as  the  tooth  is  totally  removed. 

The  employment  of  the  punch  is  de- 
manded in  the  extraction  of  old  dead  stumps, 
which,  in  consequence  of  a  loss  of  vitality, 
are  separated  from  all  intimate  vascular  con- 
nexion with  the  living  apparatus,  and  are 
even  commenced  to  be  removed  by  absorp- 
tion. The  manner  of  applying  this  instru- 
ment, is  to  introduce  it  between  the  stump 
and  alveolary  process,  and  to  poise  the 
latter  from  its  socket.  The  best  plan  is, 
first  to  lance  the  gum  immediately  above 
the  alveolary  process,  and  then  to  pass  the 
punch  down  firmly  between  these  parts, 
and  when  we  have  insinuated  it  a  sufficient 
distance,  we  roust  turn  the  handle  of  the 
punch  from  the  perpendicular  direction  to  a 
right  angle,  when  we  easily  raise  the  tooth 
from  its  position ;  we  must  be  careful  to 
place  a  finger  on  tbe  opposite  side  of  the 
tooth,  guarded  by  some  substance,  so  as  to 
receive  the  instrument  should  it  slip  ;  this, 
however,  very  seldom  happens  if  proper 
care  has  been  taken  to  introduce  it  a  suffi- 
cient depth  before  we  make  the  turn.  The 
point  of  the  punch  need  not  be  made  very 
sharp,  but  should  he  wedge-shaped,  so  as 
easily  to  be  insinuated  between  the  stump 
and  alveolary  process.  Care  is  particularly 
necessary  not  to  attempt  its  use  but  in 
those  cases  to  which  it  is  applicable  ;  in 
these  it  requires  hot  little  force  ;  but  if  it 
is  used  before  the  tooth  is  dead,  and  sepa- 
rated from  its  connexions  with  the  alveolary 
process,  we  may  do  very  considerable  in- 
jury from  the  power  it  will  be  necessary  to 
use,  in  our  attempts  to  extract  it.  The  ex- 
tremity of  the  punch  may  be  introduced 
with  sufficient  facility  on  either  side  of  the 
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stump,  while  it  may  be  used  equally  on  the 
upper  and  lower  jaw. 

These  are  the  principles  which  have 
guided  me  in  the  extraction  of  the  teeth, 
and  when  followed  up  1  have  found  them 
to  be  perfectly  successful,  while,  by  atten- 
tion to  them,  I  conceive  I  have  been  en- 
abled not  only  to  remove  the  tooth  with 
facility,  but  to  save  my  unfortunate  patient 
a  considerable  amount  of  pain. 


MEDICAL  BIGOTRY  IN  IRELAND. 

There  is  something  monstrously  anoma- 
lous in  the  medical,  as  well  as  in  the  politi- 
cal affairs  of  Ireland.  Religion,  in  that 
country,  is  an  insuperable  bar  to  all  promo- 
tion, in  civil  as  well  as  medical  appointments. 
The  exclusion  of  Dr.  Tuomy  from  the  pro- 
fessorship of  the  practice  of  medicine,  in 
the  Dublin  School  of  Medicine,  is  only  iu 
strict  unison  with  the  bigotry  which  has 
always  distinguished  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians in  that  country.  During  the  formida- 
ble epidemic  fever  of  1016,  which  ravaged 
the  whole  island,  there  was  not  a  physician 
in  Dublin  so  successful  in  the  treatment  of 
the  typhus,  as  it  was  called,  as  Dr.  Tuomy. 
His  deep  research  into  the  writings  of  the 
native  physicians,  during  the  preceding 
epidemics  of  the  most  remote  periods,  and 
his  attentive  and  faithful  observation,  and 
unsophisticated  experience,  enabled  him  to 
adopt  a  practice  very  different  from  that  of 
many  of  his  contemporaries.  He  remained 
a  close  observer  of  the  fanatical  reveries  of 
many  of  his  rivals,  who  became  very  gene- 
rally insane  with  the  Sangrado  practice 
then  revived,  which,  by  the  way,  had  been 
extensively  employed  by  bydenham,  and  by 
the  Irish  physicians  of  his  day,  in  former 
epidemics.  While  many  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  large  fever  hospitals  of  Dub- 
lin, were  depleting  every  emaciated  crea- 
ture that  famine  consigned  to  their  manage- 
ment ;  Dr.  Tuomy  never  adopted  depletion 
in  this  wholesale  manner,  but  contented 
himself  with  local  detiaction  of  blood  by 
leeches  or  nrteriotomy.  In  this  way  he  re- 
lieved the  braiu,  and  then  employed  cold  to 
the  head  freely,  while  he  exhibited  mercu- 
rial and  vegetable  cathartics  to  relieve  the 
abdominal  viscera,  and  then  diaphoretics. 
When  postration  set  in,  he  exhibited  die- 
tetical,  as  well  as  medicinal,  stimuli,  and 
freely  employed  an  old  celebrated  remedy 
in  typhus — a  combination  of  yeast  and  wort, 
with  wine,  porter,  &c.  His  success  was 
most  brilliant,  for  while  hundreds  of  victims 
hud  been  immolated  at  the  shrine  of  San- 
g  rado,  scarcely  a  single  patient  lost  his  life 


in  the  Clinical  Hospital,  under  Dr.  Tuomy. 
Hut  Dr.  Tuomy  worshipped  his  Creator  in 
the  ancient  national  maimer,  and  here  was 
the  "  head  and  front  of  his  offending."  It  was 
therefore*piously  resolved,  that  the  septen- 
nial election  of  professors  should  be  revived, 
and  the  Doctor  excluded.  In  fact  it  is  the 
established  usage,  that  the  professors  are 
never  re-elected  ;  but  the  law  gave  the  Col- 
lege the  power  of  so  doing,  if  their  high 
mightinesses  thought  proper.  The  other  - 
professors  of  the  reformed  and  more  modern 
religion  were  left  undisturbed,  though  many 
of  the  worldly  given  of  the  profession  con- 
sidered that  neither  its  honour  or  dignity 
was  promoted,  by  one  "of  the  elect"  of 
the  professors  making  pious  excursions  to 
villages  adjacent  to  the  Irish  capital,  in  the 
capacity  of  methodist  preacher.  Yet  such 
a  man,  without  any  private  practice,  is  re- 
tained as  a  clinical  professor,  while  men  of 
practical  experience  are  excluded.  But  this 
is  only  in  accordance  with  the  system  that 
has  always  distinguished  the  School  of 
Medicine.  The  professors  content  them- 
selves with  reading  old  fashioned  and  obso- 
lete lectures,  and  seem  to  close  their  eyes 
and  ears  to  all  modern  improvements,  and 
hence  the  vast  superiority  of  the  lectures  in 
London  and  Edinburgh.  Here  then  is  one 
of  the  chief  causes  that  induces  Irish  stu- 
dents to  repair  to  those  places,  where  they 
shall  derive  the  best  instruction.  Another 
great  detect  in  the  Dublin  School  of  Medi- 
cine is  this — that  they  cannot  confer  medi- 
cal degrees.  Thus,  after  all  examinations 
for  testimonials  (which  are  similar  to  those 
in  Edinburgh)  shall  have  been  complied 
with,  the  candidate  receives  a  testimonium, 
which  is  a  certificate  on  a  sheet  of  paper, 
that  he  is  qualified  to  practise  medicine,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  professors.  If  the  holder 
of  this  certificate  become  a  medical  witness, 
the  first  question  he  will  have  to  answer  is, 
whether  he  is  a  physician  or  surgeon?  He 
cannot  say  he  is  one  or  the  other  on  the 
authority  of  this  testimony  ;  and  here  is 
another  cause  which  induces  students  to 
repair  to  schools  in  which  they  can  obtain 
the  doctor's  degree.  In  the  Dublin  Uni- 
versity, the  degree  of  M.D.  is  not  conferred 
sooner  than  twelve  years,  as  in  the  old- 
fashioned  sisters  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 

The  by-laws  of  the  Irish  College  of  Sur- 
geons are  equally  anile,  for  no  person  can 
become  a  member  of  that  wise  corporation, 
unless  he  shall  have  been  apprenticed  to 
some  one  of  the  junta,  who  mouopolise  the 
management  of  the  College.  The  pupil  is 
to  pay  130/.  as  an  out-door,  and  from  Si)0l. 
to  300/.  as  an  in-door  apprentice,  and  to  be 
bound  for  five  years,  during  four  of  which, 
he  may  indulge  himself  in  the  manly  sports 
of  the' field,  or  the  mazes  of  the  drawing-  , 
room,  and  not  exchange  two  sentences  with 
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bis  quasi  master  during  the  period.  Some  of 
the  masters  do  not  know  their  own  appren- 
tices, when  once  the  fee  is  pockcten  ;  and 
no  member  of  the  College,  on  pain  of  cen- 
sure or  expulsion,  shall  meet  a  London  or 
Edinburgh  surgeon  in  consultation  ;  nay, 
Dr.  (/rattan  informs  us,  in  his  remarks  on 
the  profession  in  Ireland,  "  Not  even  Sir 
Astley  Cooper,  or  Mr.  Abernethy,  could  be 
met  by  a  member  of  the  Irish  College  of 
Surgeons  iu  consultation."  The  member* 
of  the  London,  Edinburgh,  and  Paris  Col- 
leges of  Surgeons,  are  the  most  numerous  in 
Ireland,  solely  from  the  gross  and  ridiculous 
regulations  of  the  Irish  College,  ond  are 
subjected  to  this  humiliation,  and  are  ex- 


cluded by  Act  of  Parliament  from  being  sur- 
geons to  county  hospitals  ;  the  emoluments 
of  which  vary  from  1  to  500/.  a  year,  by 
this  management  of  the  College,  aided  by 
the  system  of  the  School  of  Medicine,  200 
students  are  exiled  from  Dublin  annually  ; 
and,  supposing,  on  an  average,  each  to  ox- 
pend  too/,  a  year,  which  is  under  the  mark, 
the  sum  of  20,000/.  a  year  is  removed  from 
the  Irish  capital ;  a  trifle,  to  be  sure,  when 
we  consider  the  flourishing  and  opulent 
state  of  that  metropolis.  But  a  word  on  the 
exclusion  of  Catholic  medical  men,  from 
lucrative  professional  appointments.  They 
are  excluded  from  the  numerous  situations 
under  the  government.  We  cannot  find  the 
names  of  any  Catholic  among  the  physician?, 
surgeons,  druggists,  or  apothecaries,  at- 
tached to  the  military  ond  naval  depart- 
ments. The  offices  of  physician-'jeneral, 
surgeon-general,  directors  aud  inspectors  of 
military  hospitals,  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  health,  the  six  professors  of  the  school 
of  medicine,  the  nine  lecturers  at  the 
school  of  surgery  of  the  College  :  the  go- 
vernor, deputy  governor,  and  thirteen  di- 
rectors of  the  Apothecaries'  Hall ;  the  pro- 
lessors  of  chemistry,  natural  history,  mine- 
ralogy, agriculture,  botany,  veterinary  art, 
in  the  Roynl  Dublin  Society,  each  worth 
200/.  a  year  ;  the  state  physicians,  surgeons, 
and  apothecaries  ;  all  the  medical  situations 
connected  with  the  Military  Hospital,  Phoe- 
nix Park,  aud  with  the  Royal  Hospital  at 
Kilmninham,  (the  Irish  Chelsea  College,) 
the  Foundling  Hospital,  the  sailors'  and 
soldiers'  schools  or  hospitals,  the  numerous 
orphan  schools,  the  Hospital  for  Incurables, 
Stevens's,  Swift's,  the  Richmond,  Jervis 
Street,  Mercer's,  Whitworth,  Talbot,  \W1- 
lesley,  and  Lying-in  Hospitals;  the  chief I 
medical  officer  of  the  last  ,  worth  2000/.  a 
year;  the  Cork  Street  F»-ver  Hospital,  the 
Lock  Hospital,  the  Custom  House,  Post 
Office,  prisons,  dispensaries  in  Dublin  ; 
the  thirty-two  county  infirmaries,  fever 
hospitals,  800  dispensaries ;  county  and 
city  prisons,  lunatic  asylums,  are  almost  all 
filled  by  Protestants.   In  fact,  it  would  ap- 


pear, that  there  is  no  Catholic  physician, 

surgeon,  or  apothecary  in  Ireland,  although 
three-fourths  of  the  profession  are  Catho- 
lic. The  statement  is  a  fact,  if  we  except  a 
few  country  dispensaries,  which  are  worth 
about  :>0/.  a  year  each.  And  even  Catho- 
lies  would  be  excluded  from  dispensaries, 
but  the  majority  of  subscribers  are  of  the 
excluded  persuasion.  Hut  all  the  public 
emolumentary  situations  are  virtually  closed 
against  them.  Such  are  the  baneful  effects 
of  that  iniquitous  and  barbarous  penal  code, 
which  makes  men  alieus  in  their  native 
country.  Happy,  magnanimous,  and  en- 
lightened England  !  where  religious  wor- 
ship  is  no  longer  an  impediment  to  talent 
and  promotiou,  except  to  Catholics. 

In  every  country  in  Europe  and  America, 
England  and  Ireland  excepted,  men  of  what- 
ever religious  persuasion  may  fill  all  civil 
situations.  How  long  shall  such  oppro- 
hrious  stigma  disgrace  the  laws  of  the  mo«t 
enlightened,  just,  noble,  and  most  powerful 
kingdom  in  the  world  1  Shall  the  glory  of 
the  British  constitution  be  always  tarnished 
by  such  a  monstrous  injustice  ?  it  is  impos- 
sible. The  sphere  of  human  knowledge 
has  wonderfully  advanced  during  a  brief  and 
recent  period  ;  the  diffusion  of  it  among 
every  class  of  mankind,  has  given  rise  to 
(corresponding  improvements  in  every  art 
and  science,  and  has  revolutionised  the 
whole  opinions  of  former  ages  ;  so  that  the 
reformation  of  unjust  and  oppressive  penal 
laws,  the  offsprings  of  dark  and  inauspicious 
times,  must  be  carried  along,  in  the  univer- 
sal progression  of  improvement,  and  in  the 
universal  and  rapid  march  of  intelligence. 
Already  have  thousands  of  ridiculous  and 
absurd  enactments  been  effaced  from  our 
statutes;  and  never  was  there  a  period  in 
which  a  more  magnanimous  and  paternal 
monarch  swayed  the  sceptre,  or  a  more  con- 
sistent and  independent  ministry  formed 
the  council  of  this  mighty  empire,  than  at 
this  time  ;  and  therefore  the  work  of  rege- 
neration so  auspiciously  and  energetically 
commenced,  caunot  fuil  to  be  speedily  com- 
pleted. Eblajiensis. 


SYDENHAM  EPIDEMIC. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Str, — Notwithstanding  the  number  and 
value  of  those  productions  concerning  the 
nature,  origin,  and  treatment  of  idiopathic 
fever,  with  which  the  medical  press  has 
teemed  of  late  years,  it  is  still  tire  duty  of 
those  who  have  opportunities  afforded  them, 
of  witnessing  a  Urge  portion  of  individuals 
affected  by  this  disease,  to  contribute  their 
testimony,  however  feeble,  to  that  theory 
end  practice  which  has  beeu  attended  with 
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the  happiest  results*  I  feel  that  1  should  ill 
discharge  my  duty  to  the  profession,  if  1 
did  not  state  it,  as  my  decided  conviction, 
formed  from  extensive  observation,  that  to 
the  matchless  work  of  Dr.  Clutterbuck  on 
fever,  many  hundreds  of  individuals  owe 
their  lives.  I  well,  remember  the  ravages 
occasioned  by  the  epidemic  ia  1816  ;  in  one 
village  in  Bedfordshire,  niuety-six  indivi- 
duals fell  a  victim  to  this  disease.  The 
number  of  deaths  which  took  place  in  the 
epidemic  of  1821,  when  it  raged  with  equal 
violence,  was  comparatively  trivial ;  its  na- 
ture became  more  perfectly  understood,  and 
its  treatment  consequently  was  more  appro- 
priate ;  and  it  certainly  appeared  to  me, 
that  to  the  great  and  splendid  exertions  of 
Dr.  Clutterbuck,  thi  s  happy  alteration  was 
eminently  owing.  1  am  here  conliuiug  my. 
self  to  what  took  place  many  miles  distant 
from  the  metropolis,  with  what  success  his 
labours  were  crowned  there,  I  cannot  speak. 
Those  medical  gentlemen  who  had  daied  to 
doubt  the  infallibility  of  those  dogmas  which 
had  been  propounded  by  Dr.  Cullen,  and 
had  received  the  sanction,  and  been  made 
the  text-book  of  the  schools,  hud  not  suf- 
ficient resolution  to  act  for  themselves  ;  and 
although  they  were  daily  beholding  indivi- 
duals suflTe ring  severely  from  a  disease  which 
they  might,  without  much  impropriety, 
have  called  phrenitis,  they  continued  to  ad- 
minister the  most  potent  stimulants;  and 
those  who  fortunately  survived  the  fever, 
aggravated,  as  it  was,  by  the  treatment,  hud 
the  double  fortune  of  recovering  from  tiie 
disease  and  its  intended  remedy.  When 
contemplating  the  vast  destruction  which 
fever  had  produced  around  them,  th'-y  could 
not  but  admit  how  utterly  inadequate  their 
treatment  was,  either  in  arresting  the  dis- 
ease iu  its  progress,  in  mitigating  its  seve- 
rity, or  iu  diminishing  its  fatality  ;  they 
witnessed  in  those  who  did  recover,  debi- 
lity of  the  most  appalling  kind— dreadful  at- 
tenuation, feebleuess  of  the  limbs,  some- 
times deafness,  impaired  vision,  partial  pa- 
ralysis, deficit  ut  memory,  and  occasionally 
a  state  of  complete  fatuity.  They  could 
trace  this  disease  to  no  organ  but  the  brain, 
and  could  discover  no  other  symptoms  hut 
those  referrible  to  ati  inflammatory  condi- 
tion of  it ;  for  even  when  they  beheld  great 
debility,  wavering  sight,  weak  pulse,  quick 
breathing,  petechia,  vibiccs,  ecchymoses, 
they  also  found  insensibility  of  the  extre- 
mities, pain  in  the  forehead,  tinnitus  an- 
num, delirium,  nausea,  vomiting,  convul- 
sions, spasms,  tremors,  sub.-uUus  teucli- 
num,  coma,  hiccough,  clearly  pointing  out 
the  irregular  distribution  of  nervous  in- 
fluence, and  the  consequent  diseased  con- 
dition of  the  brain.  Vet  still  how  few  broke 
through  the  trammels  of  their  education, 
trusting  to  their  own  mental  resources,  and 


pursuing  a  rational  mode  of  treatment,  until 

Dr.  Clutterbuck  directed  the  powers  of  his 
great  mij.d  to  the  interesting  subject  of 
fever  ;  he  accurately  demonstrated  from  its 
history,  its  character,  the  morbid  appear- 
ances of  those  who  fell  victims  to  its  ra- 
vages, that  it  was  an  inflammatory  disease 
of  the  brain,  and  that  debility  was  the  ef- 
fect of  fever,  not  the  cause  ;  that  it  was 
more  apparent  than  real,  and  that  a  removal 
of  inflammation  produced  a  corresponding 
improvement  of  health  and  strength. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a 
dissertation  on  the  etiology  of  fever,  but  I 
cannot  avoid  remarking,  that  during  the 
epidemic  which  occurred  in  Sydenham  and 
its  vicinity,  in  the  autumn  of  18J7,  1  saw 
but  one  instance  of  fever  having  affected 
more  than  one  individual  in  a  family  ; 
tiiis  certainly  appeared  to  me  a  powerful 
argument  in  favour  of  the  opinions  of  Drp. 
Armstrong  and  Maculloch,  who  maintain, 
that  all  epidemic  fevers  are  owing  to  the 
existence  of  malaria :  this  I  could  further 
illustrate,  and  prove  by  a  reference  to  the 
particular  spots  where  the  fever  raged  ;  but 
this  task  shall  be  the  subject  of  another 
communication,  as  I  have  many  lii  'hly  in- 
teresting facts  to  adduce  on  the  subject.  I 
took  the  greatest  pains  to  investigate,  if 
possible,  the  origin  of  the  fever,  and  I  could 
not  discover  the  slightest  reason  to  imagine, 
that  iu  any  single  instance  it  had  been 
propagated  by  contagion.  1  was  more  in- 
duced to  make  this  inquiry,  as  the  facts  ad- 
duced in  the  able  production  of  Dr.  Mai>h 
on  Fever,  were  so  powerful,  that  it  would 
almost  appear,  from  his  stritement/ti. at  every 
case  of  fever  which  he  witnessed,  he  could 
trace  it  distinctly  to  the  influence  of  conta- 
gion. The  epidemic,  some  account  of  which 
I  am  about  to  narrate,  commenced  in  the 
beginning  of  October,  18_'7  ;  it  occurre  d  at 
the-  same  time,  at  the  summit  of  Sydenham 
Hill,  where  the  soil  is  gravelly,  and  in 
Perry  Vale  an  1  Perry  Hill,  where  the  soil 
is  clayey,  and  the  laud  in  a  great  measure 
undrained.  The  general  character  of  the 
disease  was  that  of  inflammation.  Tho 
attack  commenced  with  rigours;  the  pulse 
was  gen  -rally  wiry,  and  very  frequent ;  the 
t-kin  intensely  hot,  purt'c-.i'.ai  iy  across  tho 
forehead,  and' about  the  epi-us'tric  region; 
hcudach,  confined  generally  to  the  sinci- 
put, with  sei.se  of  fulness  iu  the  eyes,  and 
constriction  between  the  temples  ;  sense  of 
fulness  or  stricture  within  the  head;  much 
restlessness,  t  sdng  motion,  a;;d  Tolling  of 
the  head;  flushing  of  the  face,  with  promi- 
nence, wildness,  and  o:cudon,illy  tm  in- 
flammation of  the  eyes;  impuli.  nee  of  light 
and  noiie  ;  pain  in  the  back  and  loins ; 
aching  in  the  joints  ;  coldness  of  the  extre- 
mities; dark  furred  state  of  the  tongue  ; 
nausea,  vomiting,  cuativeucss,  and  great 
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Actor  of  the  breath.  The  urine  was  scanty, 
and  the  thirst  continued,  and  insatiable. 
When  medical  aid  was  not  immediately 
procared,  delirium  supervened,  and  the  dis- 
ease became  more  unmanageable  and  dan- 
gerous. It  appeared  to  me,  that  the  more 
violent  cases  might  have  been  designated 
meningitis  ;  although,  in  other  cases,  where 
the  patient  laboured  under  low  muttering 
delirium,  great  stupor,  and  coma,  the  sub* 
stance  of  the  brain  was  most  probably  the 
seat  of  the  disease  ;  these,  I  also  observed, 
were  more  seldom  arrested  in  their  pro- 
gress than  those  in  which  the  symptoms 
were  more  violent  and  alarming;  and,  in- 
deed,  the  mischiefs  which  they  occasioned, 
were  also  more  decided  and  general.  Thus, 
sometimes,  extreme  debility,  partial  para- 
lysis, great  despondency,  disordered  condi- 
tion of  the  chylopoietic  viscera,  followed 
the  attack  of  fever.  It  is,  I  conceive,  quite 
in  accordance  with  analog}',  to  suppose  that 
a  difference  in  the  diseased  structures,  oc- 
casions a  difference,  both  in  the  type  and 
character  of  the  disease  ;  as  inflammation 
of  the  serous  membranes,  will  always  pro- 
duce more  distress  than  inflammation  of 
glandular  or  parenchymatous  organs.  Thus, 
an  inflammation  of  the  pleura,  will  produce 
much  more  pain,  fever,  and  excitement, 
throughout  the  system  ;.  the  disease  will  be 
more  acute,  the  symptoms  more  intense, 
than  when  the  parenchymatous  structure  of 
the  lung  is  the  seat  of  the  disease  ;  ulthough, 
be  it  observed,  that,  in  both  instances,  there 
will  be  much  dyspnoea,  cough,  and  fever, 
and  considerable  danger,  to  the  patient,  if 
not  immediately  and  decisively  arrested  ; 
but  the  progress  is  certainly  more  rapid 
when  the  serous  membraue  is  the  subject  of 
the  inflammation. 

Dr.  Bretonneau,  in  his  work  on  fever, 
has  related  two  instances  of  this  severe 
character  of  fever,  in  which,  after  a  few 
day*  of  violent  delirium,  every  symptom  of 
acute  hydrocephalus  took  place, — strabis- 
mus, dilatation  of  the  pupil,  &c. — fatal  ter- 
mination. But,  to  return  to  an  account  of 
the  Sydenham  epidemic.  I  was  called,  late 
at  night,  to  the  lady  of  a  clergyman,  who 
had  been  indisposed  a  few  days,  but  who 
was  then  most  alarmingly  ill.  She  com- 
plained of  excruciating  pain  in  the  head  ; 
her  eyes  were  inflamed,  and  impatient  of 
light;  her  head,  according  to  her  own  ex- 
pression, was  tight,  and  constricted  to  an 
insupportable  degree  ;  the  sense  of  hearing 
was  preternaturully  quick,  and  extremely 
distressing  ;  the  circulation  was  hurried  and 
tumultuous;  the  body  was  intensely  agi- 
tated by  every  pulsaiiou,  and  the  throbbing 
of  the  heart  was  visible  through  the  clothed  ; 
the  skin  was  hot  and  dry  ;  the  tongue  parch- 
ed and  brown  ;  and  the  entire  aspect  indi- 
cative of  great  distress.   1  bled  her  twice 


very  copiously  during  the  night,  I  covered 
the  forehead  with  leeches,  administered  sa- 
line aperients  with  digitalis,  and  restrained 
the  inordinate  re-aciioa  by  the  reiterated 
application  of  cold.  This  plan  of  treatment 
at  once  arrested  the  disease,  and  recovery 
was  rendered  complete  by  aperients,  rigid 
abstinence,  and  complete  quietude.  In  all 
the  cases  of  this  nature  which  came  under 
my  care,  I  pursued  the  same  plan  of  treat- 
ment, and  invariably  with  the  same  success. 

In  other  cases  of  this  fever,  1  found  a 
considerable  variety  in  the  symptoms ;  au 
illustration  of  which  I  will  subjoin.  I  was 
desired  to  see  Mrs.  Welch,  of  Sydenham 
Common.  I  found  her  complaining  of  a 
sense  of  stupor,  weight,  and  oppression, 
rather  than  pain,  in  the  head  ;  her  head, 
however,  felt  extremely  hot,  and  the  action 
of  the  carotids  was  very  powerful ;  her 
pulse  was  rapid  and  full,  but  sunk  beneath 
the  linger  without  resistance  ;  the  skin  was 
dry  and  tense,  particularly  about  the  breast, 
neck,  and  head  ;  there  was  considerable 
deafness,  deep  and  interrupted  sighing, 
great  tendency  to  coma,  tension  of  the  hy- 
pochondria, and  great  irritability  of  the  sto- 
mach. After  one  copious  bleeding,  and  the 
application  of  a  few  leeches,  I  found  great 
advantage  in  blistering  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  and  in  the  administration  of  calomel 
and  antimony. 

The  only  fatal  case  which  occurred,  of 
fever,  was  one  of  this  character ;  the  sub- 
ject was  Mrs.  Benning,  of  Bell  Green.  I 
I  did  not  see  her  until  a  late  period  of  her 
idisense,  and  then,  of  course,  only  a  pal- 
I  liative  treatment  could  be  adopted ;  and 
this,  I  regret  to  add,  proved  entirely  inef- 
fectual.   She  had   been  much  stimulated 
with  wine  and  brandy  when  1  saw  her,  her. 
pulse  was  quick  and  small,  she  had  dis- 
tressing headach,  noise  in  the  ears,  throb- 
bing at  the  temples  ;  her  countenance  was 
flushed,  she  complained  of  great  restless- 
ness,  and  was  frequently  in  a  state  of  deli- 
rium ;  the  tongue  was  coated  with  a  thick 
brown  fur,  there  was  parched  blackness  of 
the  lips,  and  iVctid.sordea  about  the  teeth; 
the  skiu  was  hot  and  dry,  and  the  thirst  in- 
j  cessant ;  the  stools  were  dark-coloured,  and 
extremely  offensive  ;  the  extremities  were 
j  cold,  dinrrhcea  came  on,  the  urine  and  stools 
passed  involuntarily,  constant  delirium,  dif- 
ficult deglutition,  laborious  respiration,  fre- 
quent hiccough  ;  she  became  covered  with 
|  petechia;,  and  died.    I  regret  exceedingly 
i  that  i  had  not  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
\}wt- mortem  examination  of  this  case  ;  but  I 
cannot  refrain  from  remarking,  that,  even 
in  this  case,  where  the  body  was  nearly  in  a 
state  of  putridity  before  death,  and  in  a 
room,  not,  by  any  means,  well  ventilated, 
no  individual  belonging  to  the  family  was 
affected  with  the  fever. 
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There  also  appeared  to  be  another  variety 
of  this  fever,  which  I  cannot  better  describe 
than  by  the  narrntion  of  a  case,  as  hi  the 
former  instances.  William  Gales,  of  Sy- 
denham, was  seized,  quite  suddenly,  with 
pain  in  the  head,  great  giddiness,  and  an 
apoplectic  insensibility;  the  extremities 
were  quite  cold  ;  he  lay  as  if  stunned,  and 
labouring  under  a  violent  concussion  of  the 
brain;  his  stomach  rejected  its  contents; 
the  breathing  was  stertorous  ;  the  skin  was 
cold,  and  bedewed  with  a  clammy  perspir- 
ation ;  the  countenance  was  livid,  dejected, 
and  exhibited  the  marks  of  gieat  anxiety 
■nd  distress.  After  bringing  about  re-ac- 
tion, by  means  of  bot  flannels  applied  to  the 
extremities  and  abdomen,  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  a  small  quantity  of  stimulus,  the 
disease  was  effectually  subdued  by  bleeding 
copiously,  leeching,  blistering,  purging, 
and  calomel  and  antimony. 

Having  endeavoured  to  give  you  a  faint 
outline  of  this  fever,  I  will  iuf'orm  you  of! 
the  treatmeut  and  result.    Of  4.:>  patients 
that  1  attended  with  it,  26  I  bled  twice, 
besides  having  had  recourse  to  leeches,  the 
number  of  which  I  applied  according  lo  the 
necessity  of  the  case  ;  12  1  bled  once,  ge- 
nerally copiously  ;  the  remaining  seven,  be- 
ing mild  cases,  recovered  by  purging,  ab- 
stinence, and  rest.    Of  the  application  of 
cold,  as  a  therapeutical  agent,  in  the  more 
violent  cases  of  fever,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion, when  applied  with  judgment,  that  its 
influence  is  very  considerable,  and  highly 
available,   in  preventing  returning  iuHain- 
mation.    With  regard  to  its  application,  a 
stream  of  cold  water  poured  over  the  head, 
until  the  face  becomes  quite  pallid,  is  the 
most  efficacious :  its  good  action  can  be 
kept  up  by  any  evaporating  lotion.  Inde- 
pendent of  the  great  comfort  the  applica- 
tion of  cold  affords  the  patient,  it  is  a  pow- 
erful auxiliary  in  the  subjugation  of  the 
fever,  particularly  when  used  after  bleed- 
ing.  In  those  cases  in  which  the  symptoms 
did  not  exhibit  such  violent  marks  of  in- 
flammation, cold  application  to  the  head  did 
not  appear  so  available  ;  blistering  the  nape 
of  the  neck,  was  attended  with  more  advan- 
tage.   However,  bleeding  is  the  grand,  im- 
portant remedy,  on  which,  in  severe  cases, 
our  chief  reliance  must  be  placed  :  it  fre- 
quently destroys  the  fever  at  once  ;  it  inva- 
riably affords  relief  to  the  patient ;  it  miti- 
gates  that  distressing  restlessness  which 
causes  so  much  irritation,  subdues  the  ve- 
locity of  the  circulation,  renders  the  skin 
moist  and  cool,  diminishes  thirst,  removes 
ischuria,  relieves  headach  and  delirium,  and 
powerfully  restrains  the  extreme  irritability 
of  the  stomach  ;  it  shortens  the  duration  of 
fever,  produces  tendency  to  repose,  and  re- 
moves that  distressing  cuticular  consiric- 
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tion,  the  source  of  much  annoyance  and 
irritation  in  this  disease.  Of  the  virtues 
of  digitalis,  calomel,  and  antimony,  it  would 
be  quite  superfluous  to  speak  ;  but  of  opium, 
I  trust  I  may,  without  presumption,  offer  a 
remark  concerning  its  utility.  In  every 
case  in  which  I  administered  it,  I  found  it 
produced  an  aggravation  of  the  fever,  in- 
stead  of  inducing  tranquillity  and  repose. 
Independently  of  its  decided  and  manifest 
action  on  the  brain,  the  diminution  or  sup- 
pression of  all  the  Becretions,  renders  its 
use  very  hazardous,  and  its  advantages  very 
equivocal ;  indeed,  in  6ome  cases  of  di- 
arrhoea, where  I  was  compelled  to  employ 
it,  in  the  decline  of  lever,  it  produced  such 
great  cerebral  derangement,  as  to  oblige  me 
to  discontinue  it,  although  with  reluctance, 
there  being  no  effectual  substitute  in  obsti- 
nate purging.  **  Probat,  ab  usu  hujus  re- 
medii  (opii)  diuturniore,  organa  chyiopoiesi 
et  sau^uificationi  inseryientia,  adeo  debili- 
tnri  posse,  ut  officiis  suis  imparia  reddan- 
tur.  Kxperimenta  Alstoni  opium  circuitum 
in  vasis  minimis,  priusquam  in  raajoribus, 
cohihere  probant.  Secretiones  cohibt-t;  al- 
vum  constipat." 

I  am  fearful  that  I  should  occupy  too 
much  of  your  valuable  Journal,  if  I  ex- 
tended my  observations  to  any  greater 
length ;  hut  I  cannot  conclude,  without 
conveying  to  you  my  humble  tribute  of 
thanks,  for  the  important  services  rendered 
to  the  medical  profession  and  to  the  public, 
and  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  by  your  great 
and  unwearying  exertions  in  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge.  You  are  said  to  be  too  severe  ; 
that  you  would  effect  more  good,  if  you 
were  to  use  the  rod  more  sparingly.  This 
is  the  senseless  howl  of  envy  and  prejudice. 
It  is  impossible,  when  the  health  nnd  lives 
of  our  fellow-creatures  are  at  stake,  that 
investigation  can  he  too  minute,  or  inquiry 
too  rigid.  A  single  mistake  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  may  prove  a  fatal  one. 
Your  success  is  too  well  established,  to 
labour  under  any  apprehension,  that  those 
who  dread  your  talent  possess  the  power  to 
prevent  its  exercise.  The  first  part  of  tho 
eagle's  flight  is  the  most  difficult ;  he  rises 
heavily  from  the  ground,  but,  when  onco 
floating  in  middle  air,  he  cuts  the  thinning 
atmosphere  in  easier  course,  nnd,  with  un- 
lired  win;:,  soars  upward  to  the  beams  of 
day.  Knowledge  is  power ;  and  its  disse- 
mination must  conduce  to  the  advantage 
and  happiness  of  mankind. 

Again  apologising  for  my  long  intrusion, 

1  have  the  honour  to  remain 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Thos.  Rolph. 

Sydenham,  Kent,  Oct.  15,  1828. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  LONDON. 


THE  LANCET. 

l.onlin,  Saturday ,  Xovember  \h,  1020. 


Urged  by  the  repeated  solicitations  of 
numerous  Correspondents,  we  were  at  some 
pains,  a  short  time  back,  to  learn  in  what 
light  the  University  of  Loudon  would  be 
regarded  by  the  Universities  of  Scotland ; 
and  having,  in  the  course  of  our  inquiry, 
applied  to  Mr.  Horner,  the  Warden,  that 
gentleman  stated,  without  hesitation  or 
qualification,  that  the  Universities  of  Scot- 
land  would  not  recognise  the  certificates  of 
the  London  University,  as  qualifications  for 
the  diploma,  because  the  latter  institution 
had  no  Royai.  Charter.  This  fact  was 
communicated  to  the  public  iu  No.  262  of 
The  Lancet,  and  was  afterwards  copied, 
from  this  Journal,  into  a  large  majority  of 
the  l^ondon  and  country  newspapers.  The 
managers  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh 
are  evidently  annoyed  at  the  extensive  dif- 
fusion of  a  piece  of  intelligence  which  must 
brand  them  with  no  small  portion  of  dis- 
grace, and,  with  a  view  to  remove  the 
stigma  which  attaches  to  their  character, 
have  published  the  following  Refutation 
of  the  alleged  calumny  : — 

"  A  paragraph  having  lately  appeared  in 
several  of  the  London  and  country  news- 
papers, stating,  that  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh had  passed  a  resolution,  that  they 
would  not  receive  the  Certificates  of  the 
Medical  Professors  of  the  University  of 
London,  because  it  has  not  a  Royal  Charter, 
we  have  authority  to  stute,  that  the  Univer- 
sity of  Edinburgh  have  not  passed  any  such 
resolution.  The  certificates,  of  the  Profes- 
sors of  the  University  of  Loudon,  will  have 
equal  consideration  with  those  of  any  of  the 
Lecturers  at  the  London  Hospitals.  By  the 
Statuta  solennia  de  Doctoratus  in  Medicina 
Gradu  in  Acidemia  Edinburgena,  no  certi- 
ficates of  attendance  on  Lectures  are  re- 
ceived, unless  these  have  been  delivered 


the  University,  are  necessary  to  qualify  for 
examination  ;  but  students  from  any  of  the 
great  London  Hospitals  are  allowed  to  gra- 
duate after  three  years  of  University  study, 
and  the  same  privilege  will  attach  to  the 
students  of  the  University  of  London.  We 
have  authority  for  this  statement,  as  far  as 
the  University  of  Edinburgh  is  concerned, 
and  we  believe  that  the  other  Universities 
of  Scotland  are  Equally  incapable  of  so  un- 
worthy a  proceeding,  as  that  of  taking  any 
step  in  opposition  to  the  Uuiversity  of  Lon- 
don." 

A  first  glance  will  convince  the  intelli- 
ent  reader  that  this  is  a  mere  shuffle,— a 


I  a 


despicable  quibble, — and  is,  in  fact,  any 
thing  but  a  refutation  of  our  former  state- 
ment. We  said,  that "  the  certificates  of 
the  London  University  would  not  be  re- 
ceived, for  the  diploma,  by  the  Scotch  Uni- 
versities." And  what  is  the  answer?  "  The 
certificates  of  the  Professors  of  the  Univeriity 
of  London,  will  have  equal  consideration  with 
those  of  any  of  the  Lecturers  at  the  Jjandon 
Hospitals and  further,  "  students  from  any 
of  the  great  London  hospitals  are  allowed 
to  graduate,  after  three  years  of  University 
(Ediuburgh)  study."  We  are  also  informed, 
that,  "  by  the  Statuta,  no  certificates  of 
attendance  on  lectures  are  received,  unless 
these  have  been  delivered  in  an  University 
which  grants  the  medical  degree.*'  Hence, 
as  medical  degrees  are  granted  at  Dublin, 
Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  and  St.  Andrew's! 
certificates  from  these  Uuiversities  are  re- 
ceived, but  not  from  the  University  of 
London,  because  it  neither  confers  medical 
degrees,  nor  has  it  that  literary  appendage— 
a  royal  charter.  Besides,  say  the  liberal 
Scotchmen,  our  statuta  "  have  been  in  force 
many  years  •  *  •  and  we  are  incapable  of 
taking  any  step  in  opposition  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  London." 

If  the  Statuta  have  been  in  force  many 
yearsi  the  more  imperative  is  the  demand 
for  their  revision.  The  London  University 
was  not  established  when  they  were  first 
»  *"  University  which  grants  the  Medical  fraiBed  C0Me4uently  it  could  not  be  re- 
Degree.  But  these  Statuta  have  been  in  .  1  J 
force  many  years.  By  the  same  Staluta,  cogniied ;  but  surely  it  has  a  claim  to  equal 
four  years  attendance  upon  the  Lectures  in  privileges  with  those  of  St.  Andrew's  and 
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of  profits  unjustly  acquired,  and  protect 
them  from  the  superior  advantages  of  their 
infant,  yet  powerful  rival.  The  Univer- 
sity of  London  is  established  on  a  solid 
foundation  ;  it  has  commenced  under  the 
best  auspices,  and  will  flourish,  although 
the  certificates  of  its  Professors  may  not  be 
received  as  testimonials  of  qualification  for 
worthless  Scotch  diplomas. 


KING'S  COLLEGE.— ST  THOMAS'S. 

Aberdeen!  The  University  of  Edinburgh 
will  "  take  no  step"  against  that  of  London. 
Thi3  may  be,  for,  in  her  present  posi- 
tion, she  presses  with  all  her  might  on  the 
infant  institution,  which  might  obtain  free- 
dom from  a  single  movement. 

The  refusal  of  the  certificates  of  the  Lon- 
don University  by  the  Universities  of  Scot- 
land, discloses  another  of  those  anomalies  in 
the  laws  respecting  medical  education,  which 
are  gradually  coming  to  light  by  the  operation 
of  the  system.    Virtually,  the  new  London 
School  is  an  university  ;  legally,  it  seems, 
it  is  not  an  university.  It  has,  for  instance, 
Professors  of  all  the  medical  sciences  taught 
in  the  chartered  colleges ;  but  it  has  no  char- 
ter, and,  consequently,  its  lectures,  how- 
ever excellent  and  instructive,  cannot  be 
received  for  the  diploma  by  the  schools  of 
the  North.  The  line  of  distinction  attempt- 
ed to  be  drawn  and  acted  upon  in  this 
case  is  most  illiberal,  mischievous,  and  ab- 
surd.  While  Professor  Pattison  lectured  on 
the  banks  of  the  Clyde,  the  information 
which  he  communicated  was  deemed  an  in- 
dispensable sixth  of  the  legitimate  know- 
ledge of  a  doctor  ;  but  it  would^ppear,  that 
on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  he  has  lost  all 
power  of  communicating  instruction,  and 
that  knowledge  which  he  could  once  con- 
vey, is  now  reduced  to  a  nullity  in  the  col- 
lege calculations  of  his  former  associates  in 
the  University  of  Glasgow.    We  are  not, 
of  course,  surprised  that  the  Edinburgh 
senate  have  refused  to  make  any  alteration 
in  their  Slatuta  in  favour  of  the  new  institu- 
tion, for  in  this  decision  they  have  only 
acted  with  their  accustomed  consistency,  in 
protecting  their  own  interests  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  best  interests  of  mankind. 
Had  they  accepted  the  certificates  of  the 
London  College,  few,  if  any,  English  stu- 
dents would  in  future  visit  Scotland,  and     A  vacancy  has  occurred,  in  the  office  of 
thus  their  certificate  monopoly  would,  at  least,  j  Ph.vsician  to  St.  George's  Hospital,  in  con- 
have  been  destroyed.   The  foresight  and  sequence  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Psaeson. 
illiberality  of  the  Scottish  managers  may,  __ _____ 

for  a  while,  secure  to  them  a  continuance 

P  2 


We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Council  of  the  intended  King's  College 
have  abandoned  their  scheme  of  forming  a 
Medical  School.  This  will  be  a  fatal  blow 
to  the  sanguine  hopes  entertained  by  the 
medical  geniuses  of  St.  George's  Hospital, 
who  have  struggled,  night  and  day,  to  get 
the  new  building  erected  near  that  unpol- 
luted fountain  of"  Sound  Chirurgical."  The 
"  eminent"  put  down  his  name  for  a  good 
round  sum,  which  secured  him  a  seat  in  the 
Council ;  but,  with  that  body,  a  head  is  deem- 
ed of  much  greater  consequence :  hence  he 
has  Utile  or  no  influence. 


The  Committee  of  Governors  at  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital  have  at  length  resolved, 
that  a  Surgeon  and  a  Physician  shall  visit 
the  patients  in  the  wards  daily.  How  many 
centuries  had  the  Hospital  existed  before 
even  this  act  of  justice  wa3  conceded  to  the 
poor  patients!  We  trust  that  the  pupils 
will  derive  benefit  from  the  arrangement ; 
they,  for  years,  have  been  paying  heavily 
for  promised  information,  which  was  not 
communicated. 
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CHARLES  TICKER,  ESQ. 


RB-PRODUCTXON  OP  THE  LBNB. 


To  the  Editor  of The  Lancet. 
Sin, — Some  time  back,  seeing  in  your  va- 
Died,  lately,  at  Alpbington,  near  Exeter,  luable  Journal  an  account  of  the  re -pro- 
Charles  Tucker,  Esq.  staff-surgeon.—  1  his  duction  of  the  crystalline  lens,  after  being 
gentleman  had  collected  a  rich  museum  of  extracted,  I  was  led  to  try  the  experiment, 
antiques  ;  which,  among  other  curiosities,  The  result  I  now  send  you ,  and,  should 
contained  an  ancient  arrow-head,  found  by  |  vou  <leem  it  worthy  a  place  in  The  LAN- 
Lord  Byron  on  the  plains  of  Marathon,  and  j  CET»  I  should  feel  obliged  by  your  in- 
by  him  presented  to  Mr.  Tucker.    He  had  serting  it 


brought  from  Italy  many  beautiful  pieces  of 
sculpture  of  Cauova's  workmanship.  Of 
these,  one  was  the  Plateau,  intended  by 
Napoleon  as  a  present  to  Maria  Louisa. 
This  consisted  of  a  model  of  the  Parthenon, 
cars  of  Hector  and  Achilles,  temples  of 
Jupiter  and  Apollo,  and  various  other  ele- 
gant designs.  Also,  he  had  a  most  admira- 
ble museum  of  wax  models,  exhibiting  a 
great  part  of  human  anatomy,  in  a  manner 
so  exquisitely  perfect  and  beautiful,  as  to 
delight  the  scientific  by  their  accuracy,  and 
the  artist  by  their  perfection  of  execution. 

There  were  fancifully  disposed  in  Mr. 
Tucker's  garden,  valuable  antique  vases, 
and  remains  of  exquisitely-wrought  Sarco- 
phagi. The  hope  of  one  day  seating  himself 
among  these  invaluable  possessions,  and  of 
calling  about  him  the  men  of  talent  and  of 
taste  to  enjoy  them  with  him,  had  formed 
the  polar  star  of  his  varied  life.  His  scheme 
was,  however,  very  imperfectly  realized, 
owing  to  the  miscalculations  of  a  too  san- 
guine mind  ;  but  even  after  curtailments  he 
possessed  such  an  assemblage  of  objects, 
calculated  to  feed  the  mind  and  excite  the 
imagination,  as  few,  even  of  those  who  de- 


August  12,  1028,  I  extracted^the  lens  of 
a  half  grcun  rabbit.  On  the  24th  of  Septem- 
ber following,  the  animal  was  killed,  and, 
occupying  the  position  of  the  original  lens, 
was  found  a  new  lens,  of  the  general  form, 
but  of  a  much  softer  consistence.  It  may  be 
right  to  state,  the  rabbit  had  the  faculty  of 
vision  with  the  eye.    I  remain,  yours,  See. 

Henry  Day. 

2 1st  Oct.  1848. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
November  10,  1828. 

Dr.  Haslam,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

POINT  OF  ORDER — LIBERTY  OF  THE  MEDI- 
CAL Pit  ESS  —  M  R.  AMFSBURy's  COMPLETE 
CP  RE  OF  A  FRACTURE  OF  THE  NECK  OF 
THE  THIGH-BONE. 

The  Minutes  of  the  two  last  meetings  hav- 
ing been  lead : — 

The  Presidf.nt  said,  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider himself  taking  a  part  in  the  discus- 
sions of  the  Society,  though,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  evening's  business,  he 
light  in  such,  are  able  to  acquire.    Those  !  felt  himself  imperatively  called  upon  to 


who  knew  Mr.  Tucker  in  private,  have  seen 
a  perfect  example  of  what  is  graceful  and 
gentlemanly  in  demeanour,  and  have  felt 
what  is  the  charm  of  "  personal  converse 
and  wit."  He  was  deep  in  information, 
elegant  and  bold  in  fancy,  fluent  and  power- 
ful iu  language  :  illustrating  his  most  origi- 
nal ideas  with  stores  of  anecdotes,  which, 
as  they  were  the  produce  of  various  lan- 
guages, ancient  and  modern,  were  almost 
inexhaustible.  As  a  practitioner,  Mr. 
Tucker  was  eminently  scientific  ;  a  tho- 
rough hater  of  humbug  and  mere  pretension, 


rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  Society  had 
met  last  week — a  general  meeting  "  for 
receiving  a  report  of  the  state  of  the  So- 
ciety ;"  no  report,  however,  was  pre- 
pared for  the  iufoiroation  of  its  members, 
(cries  of  hear,  hear,)  and,  therefore,  he  had 
been  under  the  necessity  of  calling  upon  the 
olficers  of  the  Institution,  respectively,  to 
state  what  they  knew  of  the  Society's  affairs  ; 
still  this  was  not  a  report.  A  report,  he 
piesumed,  was  to  be  considered  something 
delivered  to  the  Society  in  writing,  deliver- 
ed to  it  in  the  most  substantial  foim;  and 


and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  a  friend  he  should  have  apprehended,  that  if  such  & 
and  admirer  of  a  free  medical  press,  and  of!  report  had  been,  as  it  ought  to  have  been, 
every  thing  liberal,  talented,  and  useful,  j  duly  made,  it  would  have  comprehended, 
Why,  it  may  be  asked,  so  much  about  Mr.  j  first,  the  specific  accounts  of  the  treasurer, 
Tucker  1  Hud  the  inquirer  known  him,  next  the  communications  which  the  secre* 
his  query  had  been,  Why  so  little  ?  If  he  '  tary  for  foreign  correspondence  might  have 
was  not  eminent,  he  deserved  to  be  so, '  had  to  bring  forward,  and  likewise  whatever 
more  than  four-fifths  of  those  so  esteemed  ;  the  librarian  might  have  hod  to  disclose, 
and  it  was  to  me  quite  intolerable,  that  one  The  report  not  having  been  made,  he  con- 
so  gifted  should  die  in  that  silence  which  '  ctived  the  purpose  of  I  he  last  meeting  had 
befits  the  death  of  mediocrity.  I  not  been  fulfilled,  and  it  was  for  the  roem- 

\V.  C. ;  bers  to  act  upon  this  suggestion,  as  they 
London,  Nov.  9th,  18:.'8.  should  think  right;-  (Applause.) 
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Mr.  Lambert  rose  and  said,  the  welfare, 
and  the  very  existence  of  the  Society,  in  his 
mind,  depended  so  much  on.  the  right  feel- 
ings of  its  members  at  large,  that  he  had 
that  evening — 

Mr.  Field  (the  Registrar)  interrupted, 
to  inquire  of  Mr.  Lambert,  whether  it  was 
of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Society  he 
was  about  to  speak  1 

The  President.  Sir,  you  are  not  the 
proper  person  to  ask  that  question. 

The  Registrar.   Sir,  1  rise  to  order. 

The  President.  Then,  Sir,  sit  down  to 
order. 

Mr.  Lambert  considered  the  objects  of 
which  he  was  about  to  speak,  importantly 
connected  with  the  interests  of  the  Society, 
lie  had  thought  that  a  fellow  of  the  Society 
had,  whenever  he  pleased,  a  right  to  speak 
on  any  subject  connected  with  its  welfare. 
If  the  Registrar,  who  had  taken  the  liberty 
of  interrupting  him,  trembled  lest  he  was 
about  to  bring  forward  the  subject  of  pub- 
lishing the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  he 
begged  to  inform  him  and  the  Society  at 
once,  in  the  plainest  term?,  that  that  was  the 
main  topic  he  meant  to  discuss. 

The  Rigistrar  (interrupting  again). 
Then  you  have  no  right  to  bring  that  for- 
ward.   (Cries  of,  chair,  chair.) 

The  Phlsident  (addressing  the  Regis- 
trar). Sir,  I  request  that  you  will  "be 
silent.  1  shall  read  a  law  to*  the  Society, 
compelling  you  to  keep  more  in  order: 
"  All  Members  shall  pay  implicit  obedience 
to  the  President,  iu  the  execution  of  his 
office."    (Hear,  hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Lambert.  The  book  of  laws  of  the 
Society  commenced  by  declaring — "  The 
principal  part  of  our  knowledge  must  ever 
be  derived  from  comparing  our  own  obser- 
vations with  those  of  others;"  and  yet  there 
had  been,  as  he  had  understood,  a  base  at- 
tempt made  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of  the 
observations  made  in  this  Society.  If 
such  an  impression  w*nt  forth  to  the  public 
of  the  feelings  of  the  Society,  none  could  he 
more  totally  destructive  to  its  prosperity 
and  interests  ;  nor  could  it  he  stigmatised 
with  any  reproach  too  great.  (Hear,  hear.) 
He  appeared  that  evening  prepared  tj  ad- 
vocate and  maintain  the  principle  of  the 
liberty  of  the  medical  press.  But  for  the 
publication  that  had  already  gone  forth  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  the  Institu- 
tion," in  all  probability,  would  have  long, 
ere  now,  been  wrapped  in  its  shroud  ;  and  it 
had  pained  him,  iu  no  small  degree,  to  find 
that,  at  this  period  of  the  day,  there  should 
have  been  this  base  attempt  made  to  have 
"  hole  and  corner"  work  established  within 
the  walls  of  that  Society.  (Hear,  hear.)  Had 
he  dreamed  of  any  such  a  wish  ever  hav- 
ing entered  into  the  minds  of  its  members, 
he  would  have  scornfully  rejected  the  cha- 


racter of  one  of  its  fellows  ;  nor  would  he 
now  continue  to  bo  associated  with  those 
who  rauintained  such  principles.  The  very 
atmosphere  of  o  society  so  conducted  would 
choke  him,  if  he  were  to  step  within  its 
threshold.— 

The  Registrar  again  rose,  and  attempt- 
ed to  interrupt. 

The  President.  Sir,  I  shall  not  hear 
you. 

The  Registrar.    I  rise  to  order. 

The  President,  You  have  no  right  to 
make  these  interruptions. 

The  Registrar.  Then  I  call  upon  the 
Vice  President,  Dr.  Williams,  to  say, 
whether  it  is  not  out  of  order,  that  such  a 
statement  as  this  should  be  made  in  the 
Society.  (Hissing  from  various  parts  of  the 
room,  and  cries  of  chair,  chair ;  shame, 
shame  !) 

The  President.  Mr.  Lambert,  proceed, 
Sir,  if  you  please. 

Mr.  Lambert  resumed.  If  the  Members 
of  the  Society  were  to  be  hampered  in  this 
manner ;  if  they  were  not  to  be  permitted  to 
bring  forward  whatever  subject  they  pleused 
before  the  Society,  touching  their  interest 
as  a  body,  he  would  at  once  take  upon  him- 
self the  responsibility  of  calling  a  general 
meeting,  to  inquire  into  the  necessity  of 
re-or^anising  the  Institution.  He  felt  there 
was  a  disposition,  ou  the  part  of  some  of 
the  Council,  to  act  over  the  large  body  of 
members  upon  an  aristocratic  principle,  but 
which  he  never  would  submit  to,  for  he  ac- 
knowledged no  aristocracy  but  an  aris- 
tocracy of  talent.  Mr.  Wakicy,  the  Editor  of 
Tin:  Lancet,  had  commissioned  him  to  state 
to  the  President  and  Society,  that  he  had  no 
inclination  whatever  to  publish,  nor  would 
he  publish,  a  syllable  of  what  transpired  in 
the  Society,  unless  it  met  with  the  entire 
approbation  of  its  membeis.  He,  of  course, 
did  not  mean  to  be  understood  to  say,  that 
the  Kditor  would  pay  the  slightest  regard 
to  the  objection  of  any  two  or  three,  or 
half  dozen,  narrow-minded  members,  if  such 
could  he  found  in  the  Society,  to  the  pub- 
lishing of  the  reports,  and  who  might  well 
feel  sore  on  seeing  their  nonsense  (laughter) 
exhibited  in  print;  but  if  the  majority  wish- 
ed for  publicity,  the  Editor  would  continue 
to  give  the  reports  in  the  faithful  and  very 
useful  manner  he  had  done  ;  and  he  (Mr. 
Lambert)  there  and  then  demanded,  on  be- 
half of  the  Medical  Press  at  large,  the 
Society's  declaration  of  a  perfect  right  to 
enter  the  room  at  any  period  the  medical 
reporter  pleased. 

The  President  observed,  that  he  had  full 
power,  if  supported  by  five  of  the  Members 
of  the  Council,  to  call  a  general  meeting. 
Should  Mr.  Lambert  request  that  meeting 
to  be  called  therefore,  to  have  this  subject 
taken  into  consideration,  and  should  he  bo 
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thai  supported,  be  would  call  that  meeting 
forthwith.  The  circumstance,  too,  of  gentle* 
men  not  being  at  liberty  to  introduce  their 
friend*  at  the  last  meeting,  was  one  greatly 
to  be  deprecated,  inasmuch  as  it  was  directly 
opposed  to  all  (  listing  law.  The  conduct  of 
the  last  meeting  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
protracting  the  debate  of  this  evening. 

Mr.  Proctor  objected  to  the  term  Mr. 
Lambert  had  used,  **  hole  and  corner." — 
"  Hole  and  cornermen"  imported  a  factum 
— *  party,  and  which  was  not  to  be  found 
in  that  Society.  His  only  objection  to  pub- 
lishing the  reports  was,  that  the  y  had  not, 
in  all  instances,  been  fairly  reported.  [ The 
speaker,  however,  on  being  pressed,  was 
unable  to  bring  forward  a  single  instance  of 
inaccuracy.] 

Dr.  Williams,  who  felt  second  to  no 
man  in  zeal  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  Society,  really  believed  that  the  notion 
of  there  being  an  objection  on  the  part  of 
any  one  individual  member  to  the  reports 


ought  to  go  before  the  Council,  and  in  all 
probability  they  would  call  a  general  meet- 
ing upon  it;  but  he  really  could  not  find 
there  was  any  solid  objection  to  the  re- 
porting. , 

A  Member  took  the  liberty  of  saying* 
that  he  thought  the  evening  had  been  frit- 
tered  away  in  discussing  that  which  was 
private,  and  in  talking  vonsente,  by  which 
:  means  be  had  been  prevented  bringing  for- 
ward something  eiceedbi^iq  interfiling. 

The  President  was  prepared  to  bear  tes- 
timony to  the  perfect  accuracy  with  which 
the  reports  had  bepn  made  in  The  Lancet  ; 
and  he  thought  great  credit  was  due  to  the 
Kditor  for  coming  forward,  through  Mr. 
Lambert,  to  make  the  kind  nnd  candid  state- 
ment he  had  done,  namely,  that  he  was 
willing  either  to  continue  or  discontinue 
the  reports,  just  as  the  Society  pleased. 
He  (the  President)  thought  he  might  now 
-afoly  declare  it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 


being  fairly  published,  was  a  gratuitous  as-  •  Society,  that  there  was  no  objection  what 
sumption,    If  it  was  an  entire  assumption, !  ever  existing  to  the  system  of  reporting, 
the  discussion  of  this  evening  had  heeu 
altogether  premature.  He  strongly  objected 


to  the  term  a  hole  and  corner,"  as  applica- 
ble to  any  part  of  the  Society. 


ng  to  tire  system  of  reporting. 

Mr.  Lambert  said,  he  was  sure  his 
friend,  Mr.  Wakley,  would  be  glad  to  hear, 
not  only  this  declaration,  but  that  the 
members  had  rejected  any  thing  in  the  cha- 


Mr.  "Waller  observed,  that  the  assump- '  racter  of  "  hole-and-corner-men"  being 
>n  was  not  gratuitous,  nor  was  it  confined  applied  to  them.  Mr.  Blenkarne's  observa- 
tions only  demonstrated  to  persons  of  com 


He  unhesitatiugly  de- 


tion 

to   Mr.  Lambert. 

clared,  that  he  had  witnessed  objections 
made  to  the  publication  of  the  proceedings  ; 
and  it  was  due  to  the  Society,  now  that  the 
subject  was  brought  openly  and  fully  before 
it,  for  its  members  to  come  forward  and 
wipe  off  the  reproach,  by  showing,  in  the 
most  decided  manner,  that  so  fur  from  there 
being  an  objection  to  publishing  the  re- 
ports of  its  proceedings,  if  it  were  (as  he 
firmly  believed)  put  to  the  vote  whether  the 
members  would  have  them  published  or  not, 
it  would  be  carried  by  at  least  four  to  one  ! 
(Cries  of  hear,  hear.) 

Mr. Salmon  was  an  advocate  for  the  li- 
berty of  the  press.  If  a  discovery,  or  new 
subject,  presented  itself  to  his  mind,  by 
which  he  thought  both  the  community  and 
himself  might  be  benefited,  about  the  very 
first  thing  he  should  do  would  be  to  detail 
it  to  this  Society,  if  he  believed  the  medical 
press  would  lay  hold  of  it. 

Mr.  Blenrarne  could  not  suppose  there 
was  an  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Society 
to  the  publication  of  its  proceedings,  pro- 
vided they  were  accurately  made  ;  and  he 
thought,  not  only  as  the  only  mode  of  secur- 
ing that  accuracy,  and  also  as  a  just  remu- 
neration to  the  Registrar,  he  ought  to  be 
appointed  to  furnish  the  reports,  and  through 
him  alone  should  they  be  permitted  to  go 
to  the  press.  (Hissing,  and  cries  of  no,  no.) 

Mr. Taunton  said,  if  the  subject  was  to 
be  prosecuted  further,  in  his  opinion  it 


mon  intelligence,  how  ignorant  he  was  of 
the  system  of  reporting,  or  of  the  manner 
in  which  editors  would  consent  to  have 
their  materials  brought  to  them.  The  me- 
dical press  had  done  more  for  this  Society 
than  any  thing  elsU  possibly  could  have 
done  ;  it  had  made  it  known  far  and  wide  ; 
it  had  brought  a  great  number  of  members 
to  it ;  and,  without  its  continuing  to  no- 
tice the  proceedings,  the  majority  of  those 
members  would  almost  entirely  abandon 
it,  and  he  himself  would  never  set  his  foot 
within  its  walls. 

Dr.  Stbwart  concluded  the  business  by 
an  amusing  suggestion.  If  there  should  be 
any  person  found  disposed  to  object  to  the 
publishing  of  the  reports,  let  the  onus  lie  on 
that  individual,  of  calling  a  general  meet- 
ing. (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Field  declared,  he  did  not  believe 
there  was  any  objection  whatever  to  re- 
porting. 

Mr.  Waller  observed,  that  this  was  in 
direct  contradiction  to  what  had  been  stated 
on  a  foimer  oci  asion. 

Mr.  Lambert  felt  astonished,  that  a  ser- 
vant of  the  Society  should  be  permitted  to 
beard  the  Fellows  of  the  Institution  at  his 
pleasure  ;  if  he  continued  to  do  so,  the 
question  would  be,  whether  such  servant 
ought  to  be  suffered  to  remain  in  office  any 
longer.  (Hear,  hear !) 
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FBACTUnE  OP  THE  NFCK  OF  THE  THIGH  BONE. 

Mr.  Amesbuhv  produced  a  patient,  to 
show  that  an  union  of  a  fracture  of  the  neck 
of  the  thigh  bone  bad  been  effected,  in  the 
most  perfect  manner,  by  his  mode  of  treat- 
ment. He  could  not  slate  exactly,  whether 
the  fracture  was  within  the  capsule  or  not ; 
he  was  inclined  to  think  it  was.  It  was 
almost  impossible  to  detect  the  slightest 
limp  wheu  the  man  walked.  By  the  finest 
measurement,  however,  the  limb  could  be 
found  to  be  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
shorter  than  the  other.  Mr.  Amesbury 
consented  that  any  member  should  be  at 
liberty  to  put  some  questions  to  him,  re- 
specting this  case,  at  the  next  meeting,  the 
Society's  time  having  been  now  exhausted. 


suffered  much  pain,  but  we  found,  on 
visiting  him  at  noonr  that  the  bone  was  in 
silu,  aud  he  had  the  power  of  rotating  the 
foot  outwards.  But,  when  seen  by  Mr. 
Travers,,  in  the  afternoon,  the  bone  had  be- 
come displaced — there  was  considerable 
shortening  of  the  limb— and,  in  short,  every 
symptom  as  before  reduction. 

It  is  intended  to  attempt  reduction  again, 
and  then  to  place  the  limb  on  a  double  in- 
clined plane. 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 


CASE  OF  DISLOCATION  OF  THE  1FMUB  BACK- 
VVAanRjWHICH  HAD  existed  fiv  e  months, 
AND  IN  WHICH  THE  REDUCTION  WAS  F.F- 
FKCTED. 

Benjamin  Whittemburoh,  a  stout  mus- 
cular man,  was  admitted,  under  the  care  of  I 
Mr.  Travers,  on  the  4th  of  November,  with 
dislocation  of  the  femur  on  the  dorsum  of 
the  ilium.  He  stnted,  that  on  the  4th  of 
June  last,  a  tree  fell  upon  him,  and  he  thus 
received  a  severe  injury,  on  account  of  | 
which  he  sent  for  a  practitioner,  who  failed 
to  discover  any  thing  wrong  about  the  hip. 
However,  at  the  end  of  six  weeks,  he  told 
the  surgeon  that  he  was  certain  the  bone 
was  displuccd ;  to  which  the  surgeon  replied, 
that  if  it  were  so,  it  must  remain,  for  it  was 
too  late  to  attempt  reduction.  At  length  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  the  Hospital,  after  the 
dislocation  had  existed  five  months. 

When  admitted,  the  characteristic  signs 
of  dislocation  of  the  hip  backwards  were 
found  to  be  very  distinct ; — the  limb  was 
about  two  inches  and  a  half  shorter  than 
the  opposite.  Notwithstanding  the  great 
length  of  time  in  which  the  bone  had  re- 
mained dislocated,  Mr.  Travers  determined 
on  attempting  reduction ;  and  with  this 
view,  on  Friday  last,  the  man  was  put  on 
the  table  of  tho  operating  theatre,  having 
first  bren  put  in  the  warm  bath,  and  bled. 
Extension  was  made  in  a  right  line  with  the 
body,  and  a  dose  of  solution  of  tartar  emetic 
was  given  every  ten  minutes.  After  the 
extension  had  been  kept  up  for  about  half 
an  hour,  blood  was  taken  from  the  arm ; 
and,  afterwards,  continuing  the  force  stea* 
dily  for  nearly  the  same  length  of  time,  the 
bone  was  at  length  reduced. 

The  patient  passed  a  restless  night,  and 


GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 

IimEDtCIBLE  HERN4A. 

Supjwsed  Case  of  Inducible  Scrotal  Hernia,  in 
which  the  Taxis,  Bloodletting,  Soaking, 
and  Smoking,  were  employed  without  effect, 

Jamfs  Paulson,  at.  30,  admitted  on  Sa- 
turday evenin  g  Nov.  3,  at  seven  o'clock, 
states  that  he  has  been  the  subject  of  hernia 
several  yeais,  that  it  occasionally  descend- 
ed, and  was  always  reduced  with  facility  ;  but 
when  lifting  deals,  on  Friday,  the  gut  came 
down,  aud  he  was  unable  to  return  it.  He 
applied  to  a  practitioner  at  Camberwell, 
who  sent  him  some  purgative  medicine, 
which  he  supposes  were  salts,  and  which 
produced  many  fluid  evacuations.  Having 
much  pain,  aud  being  unable  to  reduce  the 
tumour,  he  applied  to  the  Hospital.  When 
udinitted,  there  was  a  large  pyramidal 
swelling  in  the  scrotum,  very  painful,  and, 
apparently,  containing  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  fluid  ;  the  dresser  applied  the  taxis 
without  effect ;  the  assistant-surgeon  was 
then  sent  for,  and  he  directed  the  man  to  be 
bled  to  Jxxiv.,  and  put  iu  the  bath,  and 
twenty  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  abdo- 
men;* the  taxis  was  again  had  recourse  to 
for  a  considerable  time,  without  being  able 
to  return  the  intestine.  Ice  was  directed  to 
be  applied  to  the  scrotum. 

Mr.  Key  visited  the  patient  at  ten  the 
following  morning,  and  the  swelling  was  not 
diminished  ;  it  was  very  tense  and  painful ; 
the  abdomen  very  tender  when  pressed. 
The  taxis  was  again  used  by  Mr.  Key  with- 
out benefit.  On  removing  the  bed-pan, 
there  was  a  large  watery  evacuation,  which 
Mr.  Key  said  he  supposed  to  have  been  de- 
rived from  the  small  intestines,  and  produced 
by  a  saline  purgative  ;  but  whether  above 
the  seat  of  stricture,  or  not,  he  was  unable 
to  say.  He  directed  the  man  to  smoke 
some  strong  tobacco  till  sickness,  and  great 
relaxation  were  produced  ;  before  ho  had 
finished  the  second  pipe,  he  experienced 
great  nausea,  and  much  faintr.ess;  the  ab- 
dominal muscles  were  much  relaxed,  and 
Mr.  Key  again  used  manipulation  for  some 
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ime,  witboot  effect.  He  then  ordered  two 
grains  of  cakmel,  and  ten  grains  of  colo- 
cynth  extract ;  and  if  it  should  not  operate 
in  an  hour,  to  repeat  the  dose. 

On  visiting  him  at  three  o'clock  with 
Mr.  Key,  we  found  him  much  ea>ier  ;  he 
hsd  had  two  motions,  w  hich  the  senior  sur- 
geon said  he  had  never  seen  when  strangu- 
lation existed  ;  he  again  applied  the  taxis 
'without  effect,  and  told  the  man  if  he  were 
not  much  belter  in  three  or  four  hours,  he 
should  advise  the  operation,  to  which  the 
patient  readily  consented. 

At  half  past  nine  in  the  evening,  he  was 
much  better;  the  tongue  was  moist  and 
clean,  and  he  said  tlmt  he  felt  as  if  air  passed 
from  the  tumour  to  the  groin  with  a  gurg- 
ling sound.  The  tumour  and  abdomen  still 
tender  to  the  touch.  He  was  directed  to 
take  Ave  grains  of  calomel,  and  one  grain 
aud  a  hall  of  opium.  Twelve  leeches  to  be 
applied  to  the  scrotum. 

10.  Bowels  not  relieved ;  slight  teudcT- 
ness  on  pressure  ;  pulse  80.  Ordered  pur- 
gative pills. 

11.  Quite  free  from  pain  ;  tongue  clean  ; 
bowels  freely  open ;  pulse  about  80,  soft ; 
scarcely  any  tenderness  on  pressing  the 
abdomen. 

NO  HERNIA. 

Supposed  Case  of  Strangulated  Scrotal  Hernia, 
in  which  an  Operation  vat  jterj'ormed^  but 
neither  Intestine  nor  Omentum  was  dis- 
covered—" Suppuration''  of  the  Sac,  without 
Pus ! 

Kobert  Messenger,  set.  60,  applied  to  the 
Hospital,  Nov.  9,  at  half  past  two  in  the 
afternoon.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  the 
subject  of  hernia  for  fourteen  years  ;  that  it 
occasionally  descended,  but  was  returned 
with  facility  ;  that,  on  Friday  alter  noon,  he 
accidentally  struck  against  a  post,  when 
the  present  swelling  appeared.  There  was 
a  firm,  hard,  and  immoveable  tumour,  in  the 
situation  of  inguinal  hernia,  and  extending 
halfway  down  the  scrotum.  He  vomited  on 
admission  ;  there  was  considerable  tender- 
ness of  the  tumour,  and  likewise  of  the  ab- 
domen, when  pressed.  He  had  rather  an 
anxious  countenance ;  pulse  quick  and  wiry  ; 
did  not  complain  of  great  pain,  but  said  that 
be  felt  as  if  there  were  a  band  at  the  lowe- 
part  of  his  body. 

Mr.  Key  visited  bim  about  three  o'clock, 
and  applied  the  taxis  for  about  ten  minutes, 
without  any  effect  on  the  tumour  ;  he  then 
directed  him  to  be  put  in  the  warm  bath,  1 
and  kept  in  for  twenty  minutes ;  when  taken  i 
out  of  the  bath,  he  was  bled  to  sixteen  | 
ounces,  and,  on  feeling  faint,  the  taxis  was  ! 
again  used,  but  without  any  avail.    Mr.  I 
Key  now  proposed  the  operation,  to  which 
the  man  readily  consented. 


The  incision  through  the  integuments 
was  made  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  dim- 
cult  layers  of  fascia  and  cellular  membrane 
were  carefully  divided,  until,  at  length,  the 
*sac  was  reached.  An  opening  was  care- 
fully made,  and  it  was  found  to  be  very 
much  thickened,  bearing  no  resemblance  to 
the  peri toue urn  ;  when  freely  laid  open,  the 
only  contents  that  could  be  discovered,  were 
some  flakes  of  adhesive  matter.  There  was 
neither  intestine  tu»r  omentum.  Mr.  Key  pro- 
nouueed  it  to  be  a  "  ease  of  suppuration  of 
the  sac;"  but,  on  being  quest. oned  by  a 
pupil  where  the  pus  was  to  be  seen,  he  re- 
marked that  there  was  no  pus,  but  only  ad- 
hesive matter.  The  patient  was  put  to  bed, 
and  five  grains  of  calomel ,  with  a  grain  and 
a  half  of  opium,  given.  He  laboured  under 
great  prostratiou  of  strength,  after  the  ope<<- 
ration  ;  the  pulse  was  feeble,  and  the  extre- 
mities cold.  He  vomited  soon  after  taking 
the  pills,  but  shortly  fell  asleep.  At  half 
past  nine  o'clock. in  the  evening,  Mr.  Key 
visited  the  patient,  and  directed  the  calomel 
and  opium  to  be  repeated.  The  pulse  was 
still  feeble. 

Nov.  10.  Says  that  he  is  much  better. 
Pulse  100,  aad  compressiblo  ;  slept  soundly 
in  the  night,  and  has  had  two  injections, 
but  the  bowels  have  not  been  relieved.  The 
lower  part  of  the  abdomen  is  tender  on 
pressure.  Ordered  to  take  two  drachms  of 
sulphate  of  magnesia,  in  peppermint  water, 
every  four  hours.  Twenty-four  leeches  to 
the  abdomen. 

11.  There  is  still  pain  and  tenderness  at 
the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  ;  the  puUe 
100.  The  bowels  have  been  freely  moved 
four  or  five  times. 


HOTEL  DIEU. 


OPERATION  FOR  CONGENITAL  CATARACT  IN 
BOTH  EYES. 

A  girl,  of  about  eight  years  of  age,  of 
very  limited  intellectual  (acuities,  and  a 
feeble  constitution,  being  affected  with  con- 
genital cataract  in  both  eyes,  was  operated 
on  both  eyes  by  depression,  and  the  little 
patient  hud,  for  nearly  a  twelvemonth,  re- 
covered the  use  of  her  eyes,  when  the 
lenses  rose  up,  and  again  deprived  her  of 
vision.  M.  Dupuytren  then  depressed  the 
lens  of  the  left  eye,  and  the  patient  perfectly 
recovered  the  sight  of  it ;  but  having,  during 
her  blindness,  contracted  the  habit  of  direct- 
ing the  eye  upwards,  or  of  keeping  it  in 
coustant  motion,  vision  was  so  indistinct 
that  she  was  uuable  to  walk  without 
assistance,  and  could  not  even  fix  the 
eye  voluntarily  on  the  objects  which  were 
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pointed  out  to  her.  She  gradually  learned 
to  recognise  objects ;  it  seemed,  how- 
ever, that  the  muscles  of  the  eye  had  be- 
come so  accustomed  to  a  vacillating  mo- 
tion, that  she  was  unable  to  look  steadily, 
and  in  a  certain  direction,  without  consider- 
able effort ;  she  cculd  very  easily  distin- 
guish colours,  but  it  was  only  after  long 
practice  that  she  could  judge  correctly  of 
form  and  distance.    The  hands  were  con- 


CONFESSION  OF  A  DEMONSTRATOR. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sib, — I  have  watched  with  considerable 
interest  the  attempts  you  have  made  to  rec- 
tify those  errors  and  abuses  in  the  medical 
profession,  which,  before  your  valuable 
hebdomadary  first  attracted  the  notice  of 
its  membets,  were  suffered  to  exist  without 


stnntly  stretched  out  towards  the  objects 1  Public  animadversion,  though  felt  severely 


she  wished  to  see,  as  if  to  assist  sight  by 
touch.  When  the  patient  had  recovered 
the  complete  use  of  the  left  eye,  M.  D\i- 
puytren  performed  the  same  operation  on 
the  right  one  ;  very  soon  after  it,  she 
could  see  with  the  latter,  but  the  same 
defect  in  its  movements,  and  the  some 
difficulty  of  fixing  the  objects,  occurred,  so 
that  only  after  a  continued  practice  it  be- 
came equal  to  the  left  eye.  Another  diffi- 
culty then  arose,  viz.  that  of  associating 
the  motions  of  both  eyes,  which  is  of 
much  more  importance  in  this  case,  than  iu 


by  all  those  individuals  who  possessed  any 
desire  to  sustain  the  character  for  science 
which  so  invaluable  a  pursuit  deserved. 
You  have  succeeded  to  an  extent  which 
the  most  sanguine  of  your  readers  could 
hardly  have  anticipated,  from  the  apparent 
apathy  of  those  most  interested. 

This  apathy  has  been  proved,  however, 
to  have  existed  only  in  imagination  ;  and 
as  soon  as  an  opportunity  offered  itself  for 
the  display  of  general  feeling,  such  an 
exposure  of  the  tricks  and  meanness  of 
those  in  power  was  made,  as  showed  that 


squinting,  where  one  of  the  two  eyes  is  tne  indignation  which  was  presumed  not  to 


often  in  a  state  of  complete  inactivity,  from 
amaurosis,  ulcers,  or  spots  on  the  cornea, 
&c,  while,  in  the  instance  before  us,  hoth 
eyes  are  equally  healthy,  and  thus  must 
necessarily  cause  a  considerable  confusion 
in  vision,  as  long  as  they  are  not  brought  to 
converge. — La  Cliuique. 


THE  PHRENOLOGICAL  SOCIETY, 

No.  15,  Buckingham  Street,  Strand. 

(society  nights.) 

Nov.  17. — Dr.  Elliotson  will  present 
from  the  Phrenological  Society  of  New 
York,  four  Casts, — one  of  a  Captain  of 
Banditti,  and  three  others,  those  of  his 
men. — A  Paper  upon  the  same,  by  Dr.  E. 

Dec.  1. — On  the  gradual  development 
of  the  Nervous  System,  from  the  Zoophyte 
up  to  Man,  by  Dr.  Epps. 

Dec.  15 — A  Paper,  by  Mr.  Crook,  on!  elective  "fiat.chise"  into  their  bauds,  by 
Gillman,  the  Murderer  one  by  Dr.  Epos,  showing  the  culpability  of  their  conduct ; 
on  Curder,— and  Joshua  Slade,  the  xMur- ,  aaa  coses  are  by  far  the  best  evidence  which 
derer  of  the  Itev.  J.  Waterhouse.  can      adduced  for  the  purpose, 

1  will,  therefore,  give  a  case  in  point, 


have  been  felt,  was  only  smothered  for  the 
time,  and  that  opportunity  was  alone  want* 
ing  for  the  display  of  it. 

'1  he  service  you  have  rendered  to  stu- 
dents has  been  universally  acknowledged, 
and  the  virulence  of  some  of  your  contem- 
poraries lias  shown  how  severely  your  fla- 
gellations have  been  felt. 

But,  Sir,  all  is  not  yet  accomplished;  and 
as  you  have  beguu  the  good  work,  you  must 
not  flinch  from  completing  it. 

The  system  of  electing  instructors  for 
those  young  men  who  are  to  be  sent  forth 
into  the  world  as  possessing  •«  sound  chi- 
rurgical,"  from  among  men  whose  only 
qualification  is  that  of  having  been  appren- 
ticed to  surgeons  of  a  hospital,  must  be  era- 
dicated ;  and  The  Lancet  must  not  be  used 
with  a  tremulous  baud. 

The  world  must  be  shown  that  merit,  not 
interest,  should  guide  those  in  power  in  the 
choice  of  the  teachers  of  those  who  are  to 
succeed,  and  possibly  surpass  them. 

Conviction  must  be  forced  upon  the  minds 
of  those  electors,  and  of  those  who  put  the 


Conversations. 
Nov.  10. — Dr.  Moore. 


und  you  will  take  the  sense  of  the  public 
upon  it. 

At  one  of  the  largest  and  most  respect- 


Nov.  24. — Dr.  Epps  on  Morality,  consi-  able  of  the  medical  classes  in  the  metropo- 
dered  Phrenological! y.  i  lis,  not  two  miles  from  Smithfield,  one  of 


Dec.  8.— Dr.  Wright, 

Dec.  22. — Mr.  Maugham  on  Hamlet. 

Order  of  Council.— Visitors  must  be  ad- 
mitted by  personal  introduction,  or  by 
ticket. 


the  demonstrators, on  the  21th  inst.,  public- 
ly declared  before  a  large  assemblage  of 
pupils,  that  "  he  had  no  mathematical  head," 
and  that  he  was  "  utterly  unacquainted 
with  the  laws  of  optics,"  and  presumed  that 
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those  whom  he  addressed  were  as"  igno-| proved  to  be  nothing  more  than  inflamma- 


rant  of  them  as  himself." 

This  statement  by  a  man  who  is  naturally 
regarded  by  his  auditors  as  an  embryo  hos- 
pital surgeon,  was  made  with  the  most  un- 
blushing assurance,  and  appeared  to  be  ra- 
ther a  boast  than  an  apology. 

Were  a  roau  of  the  most  undoubted  ge- 
nius and  research  to  have  made  an  admission, 
testifying  a  tythe  of  the  indifference  to  any 
single  subject,  connected  in  the  most  re- 
mote degree  with  what  he  ought  to  be  ac- 
quainted with,  all  men  of  any  proper  feeling 
would  have  been  shocked  at  his  callousuess, 
and  would  have  pitied  the  weakness  which 
could  have  led  him  into  such  a  dilemma. 

But,  Sir,  what  must  be  the  natural  effect 
of  such  a  brag  on  those  to  whom  it  was  ex- 
hibited 1  It  must  lead  them  to  think  that  such 
subjects  are  worse  than  useless  as  a  study 
— that  the  attainment  of  them  is  only  to  be 


tion  of  the  hip-joint. 

Now,  Sir,  you  must  have  observed  that 
the  case  I  gave  was  one  which  1  had  only 
ventured  to  ji»/>/w«,  and  that  too  as  occur- 
ring in  any  int.rmary  :  1  did  not  specify  in 
what  one,  nor  did  I  say  if  it  had  in  reality 
taken  place  in  any.  What  then,  think  you, 
must  have  been  my  surprise,  on  being  told, 
(only  two  days  after  Thk  Lancet  had 
reached  Glasgow)  that  I  was  charged  with 
having  acted  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
Hoyal  Infirmary,  in  reporting  the  case  of  No  5 , 
nurse,  and  that  my  expulsion  from  the  In- 
firmary had,  by  reason  of  this,  been  taken 
into  contemplation. 

On  being  told  this  terrible  tale,  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  I  was  in  no 
trifling  degree  entertained  to  find,  that  this 
vile  and  most  unpardonable  of  blunders, 
which  I  had  quietly  amused  myself  by  snp- 


had  by  throwing  away  time  ;  and  that  if  a  | to  be  made,  (alike  in  any  place,  and 
man  can  be  made  a  surgeon  to  one  of  the  j  by  any  person)  had  actually  been  commit- 
chief  hospitals  in  the  world,  without  a  ted  in  the  Hoyal  Infirmary  of  Glasgow,  to 
knowledge  of  the  laws  which  govern  a  I  the  lasting  d.sgrace  and  infamy  of  its  Hos- 
science  with  which  any  man,  who  pretends'  pital  Surgery.  And  now  that  we  are  dis- 
to  a  liberal  education,  ought  to  be  ac-  cussing  the  merits  of  Hospital  Surgery  in 
quainted;  they,  in  the  confined  sphere  in  J  general,  1  could,  (were  it  not  for  raking  up 
which  they  will  probably  move,  from  being  j  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  and  causing  the 


excluded  from  the  possibility  of  enjoying 
those  honours  to  which  the  profession  at 
large  ought  to  have  access,  will  find  such 
attainments  useless  and  unprofitable.  The 
individual  in  question  may  try  to  hide 
ignorance  and  assumption  by  an  affecta- 
tion of  the  manners  of  the  chief  lecturer 
in  the  hospital ;  hut  let  him  remember  that 
the  roughness  which  is  tolerated  in  a  man 


wounded  feelings  of  the  living  to  l)leed 
anew,)  tell  you  of  fearful  and  of  fatal  he- 
morrhages, of  badly  performed  and  destruc- 
tive operations,  of  the  grossest  of  blunders, 
and  of  consequent  deaths;  1  could,  in  short, 
reveal  to  you  Biich  tales  of  horror,  and  of 
murder,  and  of  blood,  as  should  convince 
both  you  and  your  readers,  that,  however, 
many  may  fall  a  prey  to  the  rashness  of 


of  undoubted  talent,  when  assumed  by  one  i  suicide,  or  the  blood  thirstiness  of  the 
whom  none  of  those  who  know  him  regard  !  assassin,  they  are  hut  few,  when  compared 


as  possessed  of  his  office  by  any  other  title 
than  that  of  the  election  of  ciose-minded 
bigots,  only  makes  his  want  of  education 
the  more  conspicuous.  The  lions  tkin  did 
not  suffice  to  hide  the  ears  of  the  ass. 
J  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

London,  2jth  Oct.  1828. 


GLASGOW  INFIRMARY. 
*'  Aos  rw  Kataapi  ra  tow  Kataapos  kcu  rw 

deu  TO.  TOV  6(OV." 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — You  will  no  doubt  remember,  that 
in  a  late  Number  (267)  of  Tve  Lancit, 
you  were  so  kind  as  to  give  pluce  to  a  letter 
of  mine,  containing  an  account  of  n  sup- 
posed case  of  dislocation,  which,  after  a 
very  free  and  repeated  use  of  the  pulleys, 


with  the  number  of  those  who  vearlv  fall 
victims  to  the  ignorance  and  the  careless- 
ness, and  the  butchery,  of  hospital  sur- 
geons, 

But  to  return  from  this  digression.  As  I 
said,  but  now,  my  expulsion  from  the  Infir- 
mary was  takf:u  into  contemplation  ;  aud  to 
effect  this,  it  was  of  course  necessary  that 
some  efficient  step  should  be  at  once  taken. 
A  meeting  of  medical  directors  of  the  in- 
stitution was,  therefore,  immediately  called, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  matter  into  se- 
rious consideration.  To  trouble  you  with 
the  names  of  those  who  composed  this  meet- 
ing, and  with  the  individual  opinions  deli- 
vered on  the  occasion,  would  be  altogether 
useless  and  unnecessary.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
thnt  in  this,  as  in  most  other  meetings, 
there  were  present  both  black  and  white, 
those  who  really  deserve  the  name  of  honest 
men,  and  those  who  would  think  it  treason 
if  they  were  called  by  auy  other.  It  must 
not,  however,  be  supposed  that  this  raeet- 
iug  was  called  by  the  unanimous  desire  of 
the  Glasgow  surgeons.    By  no  means. 
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Nor  do  1  believe  it  to  have  been  done  by 
the  general  wish  of  the  medical  officers  then 
officiating  in  the  Infirmary.  Even  the  wor- 
thy Doctor  himself,  under  whose  care  this 
very  dubious  case  waa  placed,  and  by  whom 
the  very  judicious  treatment  which  was  em- 
ployed waa  prescribed,  did  not  appear  in 
the  affair.  No  doubt  he  was  at  the  bottom 
of  it,  and,  perhaps,  had  a  very  active  share, 
through  the  medium  of  certain  worthless 
instruments,  in  giving  still  further  publicity 
to  his  own  ignorance  and  folly,  in  holding 
up  those  who  were  such  fools  as  to  engage 
in  the  affair,  to  the  just  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt of  every  sensible  and  reflecting  man. 
But,  to  proceed.  The  precious  characters, 
who  proposed,  I  might  almost  say  insisted 
on,  the  assembling  of  this  aforementioned 
meeting,  (in  determined  opposition  to  the 
prudent  remonstrances  of  the  gentleman  to 
whom  they  applied  for  the  purpose  against 
the  proceeding,)  were  John  Couper  and 
llobert  Cowan,  both  of  whom  are  come  on 
to-day,  as  surgeons  for  the  ensuing  six 
months.  These  precious  wiseacres,  no 
doubt  flattered  themselves  that  they  were 
about  to  accomplish  great  things  by  their 
activity  and  exertions,  and  made  themselves 
pretty  sure  of  having  me  safely  and  snugly 
put  away.  In  this,  however,  they  were 
sorely  disappointed  ;  for  after  having  coolly 
discussed  the  matter,  it  was  decided  lha't 
nothing  could  be  done  to  me,  as  I  had  only 
stated  those  things  which  were  in  reality 
true  ;  and  consequently,  my  expulsion  was 
entirely  out  of  the  question.  There  was,  to 
be  sure,  a  something  said  about  the  possi- 
bility of  calling  me  up  before  the  managers 
of  the  Infirmary,  and  giving  me  a  reproof!  !  ! 
But  fearing,  1  suppose,  that  a  simple  re- 
proof would  not  very  much  avail,  in  recall- 
ing their  apostate  child,  this  proposition 
was  also  laid  aside.  Finding,  thtu,  that 
there  was  no  chance  of  getting  me  punished 
(forsooth  !)  by  these  means,  it  was  proposed 
to  the  surgeon,  under  whom  I  was  dressing 
at  the  time,  to  dismiss  me  ;  and  it  was  even 
represented  to  him,  that  he  ought,  as  a  point 
of  duty,  to  take  my  situation  from  me,  on 
account  of  my  unwarrantable  and  unjustifi- 
able conduct.  In  this  attempt,  however, 
their  wry  charitable  labours  proved  abortive. 
For  the  Doctor,  iustead  of  viewing  tilings 
in  the  same  light  with  these  gentlemanly 
and  most  honourable  men,  thought  tit  to  re- 
fuse engaging  in  any  measure  of  the  kind, 
and  allowed  me,  quietly  and  uninterrupt- 
edly, to  discharge  the  bumble  duties  of  my 
office  till  the  present  day,  when  the  term 
of  my  dressership  expired,  ilow  far,  then, 
their  labours  have  been  crowned  with  suc- 
cess, they  have  a  fair  opportunity  of  judg- 
ing. And  I  have  now  only  to  inform  them, 
that  if  they  hope  to  intimidate  me  by  any- 
thing they  may  think  fit  either  to  say  or  to 


do,  they  will  fiud  themselves  miserably  die* 
appointed,  as  1  have  already  lived  by  far  too 
long,  to  be  frightened  either  by  the  "  bray- 
I  ing  of  an  oss,"  or  by  the  "  babbling  of  a 

fool." 

John  Couper,  too,  of  whom  I  have  above 
spoken,  (as  one  of  the  visiting  surgeons  for 
the  coming  winter,)  has  thought  fit  to  give 
j  it  as  his  very  sage  opinion,  that  "  we  must 
!  take  care  not  to  have  auy  literary  dressers 
again."  Now,  what  the  man  really 
meant  by  this  wise  speech  of  his,  is,  per- 
haps, somewhat  doubtful.  There  appears 
to  me,  however,  but  one  clear  and  obvious 
construction  of  winch  it  admits;  viz.,  that 
conscious  of  bis  own  ignorance  and  inability 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  hospital  surgeon 
as  he  ought  to  do,  he  is  anxious  not  to  hove 
any  dressers  under  him,  who  being  better 
informed  than  himself,  will  be  able  to  ex* 
pose  his  errors,  aud  hold  him  up  to  deserved 
ridicule.  Times  are,  in  truth,  come  to 
something,  when,  instead  of  electing  the 
most  intelligent  and  best  educated  among 
students  to  fill  the;  situation  of  dressers,  the 
surgeons  are  compelled  to  search  out  for  the 
most  ignorant,  in  short,  for  absolute  fools, 
(if  they  can  be  found,)  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  publishing  their  own  shame  and 
disgrace.  O  temporal  O  mores!!!  It 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  much  better  for 
men  of  this  kind,  to  keep  out  of  our  public 
institutions  altogether;  and  if  they  feel 
conscious  of  their  inability  to  cure  the  sick, 
why,  for  heavens  sake,  let  them  uot  come  to 
kill  them.  It  may,  however,  be  as  well  for 
me  to  inform  our  infirmary  surgeons,  that  it 
is  not  the  dressers  alone  whom  they  have  to 
dread,  us  1  can  assure  them,  there  are  not  a 
few  among  their  pupils,  who  never  having 
filled,  and  never  intending  to  fill,  the  very 
honourable  situation  of  dresser,  know  fully 
well  what  is  good,  and  what  is  bad,  surgery, 
and  are  equally  as  ready  as  any  ot  the 
dressers  to  expose  ignorance,  whenever  uud 
wherever  it  shows  itself.  But  it  is  not 
right  in  me,  to  encroach  so  much  on  the 
columusof  your  Journal  in  speaking  of  such 
a  person.  1  will,  therefore,  conclude  this 
subject,  by  informing  him,  that  alter  the  very 
great  iuterest  which  he  and  Robert  Cowau 
have  lately  thought  fit  to  take  in  my  con- 
cerns, i  shall  feel  myself  bound,  in  grati- 
tude for  their  kindness,  to  pay  the  most  un- 
remitting and  especial  atteution  to  all  the 
cases  u::eler  their  treatment,  in  order  that  I 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  acquainting 
you  and  the  public  with  their  practice,  whe- 
ther it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  bad. 

It  hud  been  my  intention  to  give  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  surgical  practice  of  Dr. 
Maclnchlan  and  Dr.  Auchiuclnss,  the  two 
visiting  surgeons  in  the  Infirmary,  during 
the  last  summei  mouths.  As,  however,  1 
cannot  think  of  insulting  Dr.  Auchincloss  by 
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comparing  Lis  practice  with  that  of  Dr. 
Maclacblan,  I  forbear  entering  on  the  task. 

There  hare  been,  as  you  must  be  aware,  a 
few  cases,  of  a  nature  veiy  nearly,  if  nut 
quite,  bordering  on  that  which  is  disgrace* 
Jul,  communicated  to  you  during  this  sum- 
mer, as  havii  g  occurred  in  our  Infirmary. 

I  will  not  (lest  it  should  injure  the  feel- 
ings of  any  one)  say  under  the  care  of  which 
surgeon  all  these  cases  were  ;  it  is,  however, 
but  justice  forme  to  state,  that  they  were  alt 
under  the  care  of  one,  and. that  one  «wi  not 
Dr.  Auchincloss. 

Tt  would,  perhaps,  be  altogether  un- 
pardonable, to  waste  either  time  or  paper, 
in  giving  any  account  of  Dr.  Maclach- 
lan's  attempt  nt  clinical  lectures.  Of 
Dr.  Auchincloss,  however,  we  must  speak- 
in  a  laudatory  stroin.  After  a  course  of 
•laborious  and  increasing  exertion  for  the 
good  of  liis  patients,  and  the  interest  of 
his  pupils,  he  has  retired,  for  a  while, 
from  the  active  duties  of  his  office,  equally 
esteemed  and  regretted  by  all  those  with 
whom  he  was  in  any  way  connected.  His 
anxious  and  unremitting  attention  to  all  the 
patients  under  his  care,  the  almost  unvarying 
success  of  his  practice,  and  his  constant  re- 
gard to  the  wants  and  comforts  of  his  pa- 
tients, as  well  as  the  instruction  ai:d  ad-  j 
vancement  of  his  pupils  ;  his  obvious  desire 
to  be  understood  in  all  his  varieties  of  treat- 
ment ;  his  close  and  happy  mode  of  investi- 
gating disease  ;  the  value  of  his  inductions, 
drawn  from  those  investigations  ;  the  solid 
basis  on  which  all  he  said,  and  all  he  did, 
were  founded  ;  the  worth  and  frequency  of 
his  clinical  remarks ;  the  soundness  of  judg- 
ment which  was  displayed  in  the  treatment '. 
of  every  case  under  his  care  ;  and  the  equally  • 
pleasing  and  instructive  nature  of  his  lec- 1 
tures  ; — have  been  such  as  to  gain  for  him 
alike  the  con6dence  and  esteem,  as  well  of 
his  pupils  as  of  his  patients,  and  to  awaken 
the  sincere  regret  of  both,  at  being  com- 
pelled to  lose  him. 

Thus,  Sir,  do  you  see  how  different  may 
be  the  feelings  entertained  towards  two  in- 
dividuals, tilling  exactly  similar  public  situa- 
tions :  the  one  shall  be  doubted,  distrusted, 
and  unheeded,  on  his  departure  ;  while  the 
other  shall  be  esteemed,  confided  in,  and 
beloved  by  all  who  are  connected  with  him, 
and  his  loss  be  generally  lamented.  So 
does  merit  always  meet  with  its  reward. 

I  am,  Sir, 

You  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Carter. 

21,  College  Street,  Glasgow, 
Nov.  1,18*8. 


PHRENOLOGY. 

To  the  Editor  of  Tub  Lancet. 

Sir, — The  following  remarks  on  Phre- 
nology, and  more  especially  on  the  so-called 
organ  and  faculty  of  Firmness,  were  written 
a  short  time  since  for  a  periodical  published, 
during  a  few  weeks,  in  this  town  ;  as,  how- 
ever, your  Journal  has  a  very  extensive  cir- 
culation here,  and  indeed  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  perhaps  you  will  favour  me  by 
printing  the  subjoined  in  your  columns. 
That  you  will  do  so  I  am  induced  to  hope 
from  the  circumstance  of  your  having  al- 
ready, on  several  occasions,  admitted  into 
the  pages  of  Tub  Lancet  observations  both 
for  and  against  the  doctrine  of  phrenology. 

A. 

Birmingham,  Oct.  15,  1828. 

"  Phrenology  is  a  new  system  of  philo- 
sophy, founded  on  observation  and  induc- 
tion, and  on  the  invariable  laws  of  nature." 

SrURZHEIM. 

If  there  be  one  feature  by  which  the 
literary  aspect  of  the  present  age  is  charac- 
terised, it  is  the  prevalence  of  common 
sense,  even  in  the  highest  departments  of 
reasoning  and  philosophy.  The  ingenious 
theories,  and  amusing  hypotheses,  which 
stimulated  the  talents,  and  excited  the  lite- 
rary rancour  of  our  forefathers,  are  now 
consigned  to  a  well-merited  oblivion  ;  and 
we  reflect,  with  a  contempt  only  to  be 
equalled  by  our  indifference,  upon  the  doc- 
trines of  the  universalists  and  nominalists — 
the  immaterialism  of  Berkeley — the  pre- 
established  harmony  of  Leibnitz — and  the 
idealism  of  Hume:  an  alchymist  would  be 
in  a  fairway  of  becoming  a  ward  of  chan- 
cery ;  and,  perhaps,  throughout  the  whole 
of  Europe,  a  siugle  individual  could  not  be 
found  mad  enough  to  expect,  except  in  his 
dreams,  that  he  might  discover  the  philoso- 
pher's 8 tone.  But,  as  though  to  dim  the 
lustre  of  our  era  of  common  sense,  a  sect  has 
recently  aris«-n,  which,  under  the  appella- 
tion of  *'  the  Phrenologists,"  is  busily  pro- 
pagating absurdities  derided  by  the  wise, 
but  from  their  novelty,  and  the  resolute 
quackery  by  which  they  are  accompanied, 
not  ill-calculated  to  catch  the  ignorant  and 
unwary.  Frv,m  the  nature  of  this  Journal, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  bring  forward  one 
tithe  of  the  objections  which  may  be  urged 
against  phrenology  ;  but  enough,  and  more 
than  enough,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  exhibited 
to  show  the  shallowness  of  the  reasoning  by 
which  this  doctrine  is  supported. 

Phrenology  professes,  by  observation,  to 
trace  the  connexion  between  certain  alleged 
developments  of  the  biain,  and  certain  men- 
tal emotions  and  impulses,  and  intellectual 
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operations.  But  if  it  be  impossible,  from 
circumstances  of  uncontrollable  force,  to 
trace  this  connexion,  an  insurmountable  dif- 
ficulty presents  itself  at  the  very  threshold  ; 
and  although  we  may  persevere  for  ever  in 
conjecture,  we  shall  not  approach  one  step 
nearer  to4the  proof.  That  this  difficulty 
does  actually  exist,  a  little  consideration 
will  sufficiently  demonstrate. 

It  is  surely  an  objection  fatal  to  phreno- 
logy, that  any  one  of  the  various  and  blend- 
ed emotions  by  which  the  mind  of  man  is 
liable  to  be  agitated,  may  give  rise  to  any 
conceivable  action  or  train  of  actions. — 
Merely  from  actions,  therefore,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  us  to  judge  of  the  motives  or  emo- 
tions whence  they  may  have  sprung.  The 
process  of  reasoning  pursued  by  the  phre- 
nologist, however,  is  founded  upon  a  diffe- 
rent assumption.  Taking  it  for  granted  that 
his  general  doctrine  is  correct,  and  that  the 
mental  affections  are  indicated  by  certaiu 
elevations  of  the  brain,  he  examines  a  head, 
and  finds,  or  imagines,  or  pretends,  that  he 
finds,  some  particular  and  marked  develop- 
ment ;  lie  then  makes  a  few  superficial  in- 
quiries as  to  the  actions  of  the  individuals, 
and  after  assigning  to  these  actions  the 
motives  or  emotions  which  he  conceives 
most  plausible,  he  forthwith,  with  matchless 
impudence,  or  matchless  credulity,  deli- 
neates their  immutable  boundaries  and  loca- 
lities on  the  brain.    How  is  it  possible,  as 
no  one  particular  action  is  significant  of  any 
one  particular  emotion,  for  the  phrenologist 
to  affirm,  that  whenever  he  finds  a  particu- 
lar development  of  more  than  ordinary  mag- 
nitude, he  also  finds  a  particular  passion  iu 
excess  ?    The  development,  most  c<  rtaiuly, 
may  be  seen,  (although  even  here  imagina- 
tion is  not  without  its  use),  but  the  pas- 
sions, knotted  and  ravelled  together  in  in- 
extricable confusion,  will  for  ever  elude  the 
most  penetrating  research.    It  is  barelv 
pjutble,  that  by  a  very  protracted  observa- 
tion, we  may  form  some  loose  conception  of 
the  characters  of  those  with  whom  we  are 
in  the  habit  of  frequent  intercourse,  although, 
even  under  such  circumstances,  we  find  our- 
s<  Ives  liable  to  continual  mistakes  ;  since 
we  offend  wheu  we  expect  to  please,  we 
excite  when  we  expect  to  damp,  and  ex- 
asperate when  we  expect  to  mollify.  How 
seldcm,  indeed,  do^s  it  happen,  that  two 
persons  can  he  found  to  agree  as  to  ihp 
character  of  the  same  individual.  Phreno- 
logy,  however,  is  founded  up  n  a  f.ir  infe- 
rior species  of  induction,  upon  the  common 
gossip  of  the  day,  upon  the  partial  repre- 
sentations of  friends  or  enemies,  or  upon  a 
tew  insulated  actions  of  public  aud  notorious 
chara.ters,  of  conquerors  and  cut-throats, 
states  nen  and  pickpockets,  philosophers  and 
quacks. 

The  difficulty  of  analysing  the  coroplicat- 


!  ed  emotions  of  the  human  mind,  and  of  de- 
veloping the  particular  tiain  of  ideas  which 
leads  to  any  given  action,  has  lon£  since 
been  admitted,  not  ouly  by  philosophers, 
but  by  the  great  bulk  of  mankind.  God- 
win, iu  his  Political  Justice,  Bookvii,  c.  4, 
exclaims,  •*  Who  is  it  that,  in  his  sober 
reason,  will  preteud  to  assign  the  motive 
j  that  influenced  me  in  any  article  of  my  con- 
duct ?  The  attempt  would  be  presun  ptuo is 
|  and  absurd,  even  though  the  individual  who 
,  was  to  judge  me,  had  made  the  longest  ob- 
servation of  iny  character,  and  been  most 
:  intimately  acquainted  with  the  series  of  my 
I  actions.    How  often  does  a  man  deceive 
j  himself  in  the  motives  of  his  conduct,  and 
I  assign  to  one  principle  what  iu  reality  pro- 
'  ceeds  from  another.    Can  we  expect  that 
J  a  mere  spectator  should  form  a  judgment 
:  sufficiently  correct,  when  he  who  has  all  the 
sources  ot  information  in  his  hands  is  ne- 
I  vertheless  mistaken  ?    Is  it  not  to  this  hour 
a  dispute  among  philosophers,  whether  I 
be  capable  of  doing  good  tos  my  neighbour 
for  his  own  sake  I"    It  is  also  remarked  by- 
Jeremy  Bentharo,  in  his  Rationale  of  Judi- 
cial Evidence,  Vol.  i.,  p.  19J,  "  That  of  the 
causes  of  mendacity  aud  veracity,  the  list  is 
the  same  as  that  of  the  causes  of  human 
action  ;  no  action  so  good  or  so  bad  that  it 
may  not  have  had  any  sort  of  motive  for 
its  cause." 

In  confirmation  of  the  above  views,  let  us 
for  an  instant  direct  our  attention  to  a  few 
of  those  individuals  who  have  made  the 
greatest  noise  in  the  world,  and  we  shall 
soon  be  ready  to  admit  how  little  we  know 
of  their  real  motives  and  characters.  Was 
J  Cromwell  a  hypocrite  or  an  enthusiast? 
I  Was  he  a  patriot  or  a  tyrant?  Was  he 
!  pushed  on  by  circumstances  from  one  step 
j  to  another,  or  did  he,  at  a  distance  from  his 
j  objects,  coolly  weave  the  subtle  web  of  his 
policy  ?  Was  he  bloody-minded  or  humane  ? 
Was  he  brave  or  cowardly  ?  Or,  let  us  take 
the  character  of  his  illustrious  cotemporary, 
Hampden.  Was  this  roan  actuated  by  a 
iove  of  freedom  and  of  his  country,  or  by 
the  sullenuess  of  disappointed  ambition  { 
Had  Humpden  been  in  Stafford's  place, 
might  not  Hampden  have  become  a  courtier 
and  a  tyrant?  Nay,  has  not  Hume  bi en 
charged  with  illiberality  for  expressing  a 
doubt  as  to  t lie  pure  patriotism  of  this  in;  n  ? 
Who,  moreover,  will  pretend  to  fathom  the 
depths  of  such  a  mind  as  that  of  Buona- 
parte ?  Who  will  attempt  to  make  the  re- 
quisite allowances  for  impelling  circum- 
stances, for  the  force  of  education,  and  the 
character  and  spirit  of  ti  e  times  ?  Was  it 
revenge  or  fear  that  prompted  the  assassi- 
nation of  the  Due  d'Knghien? 

Were  meu  actuuleu  by  simple  uncom- 
!>oundcd  motives,  the  dtfliculty  of  discover- 
ing these  motives  by  actious  would  be  al« 
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most  insurmountable  ;  but  how  immeasur- 
ably is  the  difficulty  increased,  when,  as  is 
almost  always  the  case,  our  emotions  are 
combined  in  an  endlessly  diversified  mnn- 
ner,  and  whilst  each  ingredient  communi- 
cates to  the  mass  a  totally  different  charac- 
ter. The  shallow  phrenologist,  pluming 
himself  upon  bis  pert  philosophy,  would  not 
hesitate,  most  oracularly,  to  answer  any  of 
the  above  interrogatories;  but  surely  the 
man  of  sense  will  pause :  "  Fools  rush  in, 
where  angels  fear  to  tread." 

There  is,  besides,  another  circumstance 
which  presents  an  insurmountable  obstacle 
to  the  discovery  of  original  capabilities,  viz. 
the  powerful  influence  of  education,  consist- 
ing of  all  the  varied  events  instrumental  in 
tlie  formation  of  character.  According  to 
the  opinion  ef  IJelvetius,  and  of  many  other 
Trench  philosophers  of  the  last  century,  edu- 
cation was  all-powerful,  and  natural  dispo- 
sition nothing.  Here,  however,  they  car- 
ried a  doctrine,  which  is  true  in  a  general 
measure,  to  the  confines  of  falsehood.  Dr. 
Thomas  Brown  seizes  on  the  correct  me- 
dium, where  he  says,  iuhis  Lectures  on  the 
Philosophy  of  the  Human  Mind,  Vol.  ii.  p. 
409,  "  The  mere  determination  of  the  mind, 
in  early  youth,  to  a  particular  profession  or 
speculative  science,  though  it  may  have 
arisen  from  accidental  circumstances,  or  pa- 
rental persuasion  only, and  not  in  the  slight- 
est degree  from  any  preference  or  impulse 
of  genius  at  the  time,  is  sufficient,  by  the 
elements  which  it  cannot  fail  to  mingle  in 
all  our  complex  conceptions  and  desites,  to 
impress  for  ever  after  the  intellectual  cha- 
racter, and  to  bend  it,  perhaps,  from  that 
opposite  direction  into  which  it  would  natu- 
rally have  turned.  How  much  of  what  is 
commonly  called  genius,  or  at  least  how 
much  of  the  secondary  direction  of  genius, 
which  marks  its  varieties,  and  gives  it  a 
specific  distinctive  character,  depends  on 
accidents  of  the  slightest  kind,  that  modify 
the  general  tendencies  of  suggestion  by  the 
peculiar  liveliness  which  they  give  to  certain 
trains  of  thought."  That  the  character  is 
powerfully  influenced  by  education,  the 
most  strenuous  phrenologist  will  not  deny. 
Even  admitting,  then,  that  by  some  bold  and 
fottunate  conjecture,  an  advocate  of  this 
new- tangled  philosophy  should  hit  upon  the 
true  character  of  one  of  the  subjects  of  his 
investigation,  how  is  ha  to  know  what  por- 
tion of  the  character  springs  from  circum- 
stances, and  what  portion  from  natural  sus- 
ceptibility or  capability?  It  will  not  be 
denied  that  vanity,  or  the  love  of  approba- 
tion, for  instance,  if  forming  the  ground- 
work of  a  character,  might,  from  the  in- 
fluence  of  accidental  circumstances,  and  by 
stimulating  faculties  otherwise  not  naturally 
powerful,  produce  a  poet,  a  warrior,  or  a 
statesman;  so  that  the  engrafted  qualities 


should  obtrude  themselves  more  strikingly 
upon  the  eye  than  the  primitive  one  whence 
they  spring.  How  is  it  possible,  amidst 
such  a  confusion  of  qualities  and  emotions, 
some  roused  into  action  and  fostered  by  cir* 
cumstances,  and  others  existing  in  indige- 
nous vigour,  to  pursue  the  strict  inductive 
method  of  reasouing  1 

Admitting,  however,  for  the  sake  of  ar- 
gument, that  it  is  possible  by  a  close  scru- 
tiny, to  ascertain  the  secret  springs  of 
human  conduct,  it  will  appear,  on  a  refe- 
rence to  the  list  of  phrenological  faculties, 
that,  in  the  conduct  of  their  observations, 
the  phrenologists  themselves  have  fallen 
into  the  strangest  blunders.    The  mental 
apparatus  with  which  they  have  furnished 
us,  is  evidently  the  work  of  their  own 
hands,  and  not  that  of  the  Supreme  Creator 
of  all  things.    Accordingly,  we  find  that 
this  apparatus  is  sometimes  clumsy  from  its 
excess  ;  at  other  times,  it  is  inefficient  from 
its  scantiness.    Upon  a  certaiu  part  of  the 
scull,  according  to  the  phrenologists,  is  si- 
tuated a  particular  development,  designated 
by  them  ike  organ  of  firmness,  and,  as  they 
maintain,  indicative  of  a  corresponding  fa- 
culty.   But  had  the  phrenologists,  instead 
of  their  puerile  trifling  with  calipers  and 
compasses,  only  attended  to  the  workings 
of  their  own  minds  ;  nay,  had  they  fairly 
followed  out  their  own  doctrines  to  their 
legitimate  extent,  they  must  have  discover- 
ed, that  such  an  organ  could  not,  by  possi- 
bility, exist,  and  for  this  plain  reason,  because 
the  corresjwnding  factdty  itself  does  not  ezist. 
Firmness  of  conduct  (for  it  is  no  quality  of 
the  mind)  can  arise  from  no  other  cause 
than  the  excess  of  one  passion,  or  class  of 
passions,  above  some  other  conflicting  pas- 
sion, or  class  of  passions.    The  firmest  of 
all  men  would  consequently  be  he  who  had 
but  one  passion  to  gTatify,  since  he  would 
sternly  persevere  in  his  course  without  any 
mental  conflict,  or  clashing  of  emotions. 
The  most  vacillating  of  all  individuals  would 
be  he  whose  emotions,  on  all  occasions, 
were  precisely  balanced  ;  such  an  individual 
would,  indeed,  be  completely  disabled  from 
acting  at  all.    If  a  man  were  animated,  in 
an  equal  degree,  by  the  two  passions  of 
avarice  and  a  love  of  approbation,  his  con- 
duct would  necessarily  be  highly-  vacillat- 
ing ;  since,  according  to  the  operation  of 
circumstances,  now  the  one,  and  then  the 
other  of  these  passions,  would  gain  a  tem- 
porary ascedenncy,  and  his  dearest  friend 
would  find  it  impossible  to  calculate  with 
certainty  upon  his  actions  on  any  given  oc- 
casion.  But  if  one  of  these  emotions  were 
much  stronger  than  the  other,  aa  there 
would  then  be  no  mental  struggle,  «o  the 
individual  would  go  straight  forward  to  the 
attainment  of  his  end,  the  gratification  of 
his  ruling  paasion.    When  Othello  givea 
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vent  to  Lis  jealous  hate  of  Cuuio,  as  he  is 
i entrained  by  no  feeling  of  love  towards  him, 
he  exclaims,  with  savage  firmness,  "  Had 
he  as  many  lives  as  he  has  hairs,  my  great 
revenge  had  stomach  for  them  all."  But 
when  he  meditates  the  murder  of  his  be- 
loved wife,  of  her  "  in  whom  he  had  gar- 
nered up  his  hopes,"  his  soul  is  torn  with 
conflicting  emotions,  and  he  exclaims,  every 
word  marking  indecision,  "  But  then  lago, 
oh!  Iago,  the  pity  of  it,  the  pity  of  it,  logo!'' 
And  even  when  he  at  last  destroys  her,  it  is 
because  his  jealousy,  a  strange  compound 
of  various  simple  passions,  triumphs  over 
the  6trong  suggestions  of  love  ;  but  still  his 
vacillation  is  apparent  in  every  word  and 
action.  "  He  would  not  scar  that  whiter 
skin  of  hers  than  snow,  and  smooth  as 
monumental  alabaster;"  and  "  he  kissed 
her,  ere  he  killed  her,  killing  himself  to  die 
upon  a  kiss." 

From  the  above  observations,  all  unpre- 
judiced minds,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  ready  to 
admit  that  the  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
phrenological  doctrines  is,  from  the  very 
nature  of  things,  deplorably  insufficient,  and 
that  the  metaphysics  of  this  would-be 
science  are  taken  up  on  the  most  superficial 
examination,  and  have  no  reference  to  the 
principles  of  our  common  nuture. 


CLINICAL  LECTURES  AT  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Of  all  die  various  modes  of  convey- 
ing information  to  the  pupil,  there  is  cer- 
tainly noue  which  ranks  so  deservedly  high, 
as  that  of  giving  clinical  lectures ;  this 
practice  has  been  partially  adopted  by  Mr. 
Karle,  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  but, 
J  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  not  to  the  equal 
accommodation  of  all  the  classes,  since  the 
hour  chosen  on  the  Friday  evening,  is  that  on 
which  the  surgical  lectures  have  been  deli- 
vered at  this  school  for  the  last  three  years  : 
Mr.  K.  has  had  this  circumstance  duly  ex- 
plained to  him  by  one  of  my  fellow  pupils, 
and  was  kind  enough  to  give  it  considera- 
tion, but,  as  stated  in  one  of  his  subsequent 
lectures,  without  any  possible  chauce  of  re- 
moving the  evil,  from  the  fact  of  every 
other  hour  in  the  week  being  occupied. 
Now  if  Mr.  E.  would  condescend  to  consult 
some  evening  with  the  assembled  pupils  on 
this  subject,  1  think  there  would  not  he 
much  difficulty  in  fixing  on  some  other  hour, 
quite  as  convenient  to  the  different  classes, 
and  also  to  himself,  as  that  ou  which  he 
now  lectures.* 

*  There  cannot  be  much  harm  in  pro- 
posing for  consideration,  Monday  or  Wed- 


If  the  hints  which  Discipulus  has  offered 
for  the  consideration  of  Messrs.  Vincent 
and  Lawrence  should  have  the  effect  of 
extracting  from  them  clinical  lectures,  I 
trust  this  will  have  the  additional  advan- 
tage of  causing  them  to  take  into  considera- 
tion, the  convenience  of  all  the  classes,  so 
that  if  they  are  obliged  to  lose  the  valuable 
lectures  of  Mr.  Earle,  they  may  not  also 
lose  those  of  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Vincent. 

Hoping  you  will  give  admission  to  this 
letter, 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

An  Aldersgatb  Street  Pitil. 

59,  Aldersgate  Street, 
Nov,  0,  18-J8. 


thefts  in  the  dissecting-room  OF  ST. 
Bartholomew's  hospital  ! 

To  the  Editor  of  Tim  Lancft. 

Sir, — 1  can  no  longer  refrain  from  ex- 
posing, through  the  medium  of  your  spi- 
rited Journal,  the  infamous  and  dishonest 
practices  which  are  now  become  so  frequent 
J  at  this  Hospital.  Would  you  believe,  Sir, 
that  men  aspiring  to  the  appellation  of  gen- 
tlemen,  can  so  far  disgrace  themselves,  as 
to  rob  their  fellow  students  of  dissecting 
instruments,  preparations,  or  whatever  may 
chance  to  lay  in  their  way  ;  such,  however, 
is  an  every-day  occurrence,  notwithstanding 
tiie  efforts  of  the  Heinoustrator  to  discover 
the  thieves.  An  application  of  your  useful 
instrument  will,  however,  1  trust,  induce 
those  individuals  to  reform,  especially  if 
their  names  be  raude  public,  which  will  not 
be  so  difficult  as  they  may  imagine,  as 
strong  and  well-founded  suspicious  are  en- 
tertained. 

Amidst  the  numerous  abuses  which  you 
have  corrected,  to  the  gieat  and  lasting 
benefit  of  the  whole  profession,  1  trust 
this  will  not  be  thought  unworthy  of  your 
notice. 

1  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A  Student. 

St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
Nov. 8,  um. 

[A  How  Street  officer,  will,  we  fear,  be 
the  only  effectual  remedy  for  the  evils  com- 
plained of  in  the  above  letter.  Communi- 
cations of  a  similar  nature  have  reached  us 
from  many  of  the  pupils. — Ed.  L.] 

nesday,  from  seven  till  eight,  p.  m. — Tues- 
day, Thursday,  tnd  Saturday,  from  six  till 
seven,  p.  m. 
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BIRMINGHAM  TOWN  INFIRMARY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sin, — Knowing  your  readiness  at  oil  times 
to  some  forward  on  the  behalf  of  the  ag- 
grieved medical  pupil,  and  to  eradicate,  if 
possible,  the  •*  hole-and-corner  "  workings 
which  are  too  frequently  found  in  public 
in  stitutions,  I  trust  you  will, on  this  occasion, 
give  publicity  to  the  following  facts  in  the 
pages  of  your  praiseworthy  Journal,  which 
has  doubtless  tended  greatly  towards  bring- 
ing the  profession  to  its  present  improved 
state.    I  need  scarcely  add,  that  a  little  of 
your  aniiphlog'utie  treatment  would  be  of  infi- 
nite service  to  the  Birmingham  Town  Infir- 
mary. You  must  first  know,  Sir,  we  have  six 
surgeons  and  a  house  apothecary,  belonging 
to  this  institution.    From  the  great  number 
of  patients  admitted,  it  would  prove  an  ex- 
tensive field  for  the  cultivation  of  pathology, 
were  it  not  for  the  secret  manner  in  which 
the  post-mortem  examinations   are  con- 
ducted, arising,  in  some  degree,  from  the 
neglect  of  duty  in  the  surgeons,  but  princi- 
pally from  the  anxious  dksihk  of  the 
house  apothecary  to  gain  medical  informa- 
tion, or  what  is  still  more  probable,  (as  I 
ant  creditably  informed,)  a  series  of  "morbid 
spicirains."    I  ought,  however,  to  state,  in 
justice  to  Mr.  Cox  and  Mr.  Baynham,  (two 
of  the  surgeons,)  that  they  examine  their 
own  patients  in  the  presence  of  their  own 
pupils,  and  1  have  occasionally  witnessed, 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  the  former 
invite  many  other  pupils;  but  the  other 
surgeons,  in  gratitude  to  the  house  apothe- 
cary for  frequently  attending  to  their  out 
patients,  allow  him  the  sole  privilege  of  ex- 
amining their  deceased,  thus  leaving  it  en- 
tirely at  his  option,  whether  or  not  the 
pupils  shall  be  present.    I  would  ask,  Mr. 
Kditor,  are  they  present!    No!  for  they 
are  never  informed  at  what  hour  the  exa- 
minations will  take  place.    The  impro- 
priety of  this  proceeding  must  be  evident, 
when  it  is  known,  that  the  pupils  pay  pre- 
miums  considerably  increased,  from  the 
expectation    of  deriving  greuter  advan- 
tages  from  this  vnluable   institution.  1 
would  earnestly  recommend  the  surgeons 
not  to  leave  the  post-mortem  examinations 
to  the  "spicimin"  collector,  but  conduct 
them  themselves,  in  a  more  liberal  manner, 
i.  e.,  in  the  presence  of  alt  the  Infirmary 
pupils;  and,  above  sill,  not  to  forget  giving 
them   that   necessary  information,  which 
certainly  they  have  a  right  to  expect.  At 
present,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  "Nami  tV 
itKljv  &5hcia,"  though  by  early  noticing  this, 
you  may,  perhaps,  cause  that  speedy  reform 
which  is  so  ardently  wished  for  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

'A\7)diybs. 

Birmingham,  Nov.  10, 18„'8. 
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Formation. 

If  we  examine  the  uterus  of  a  rabbit  im- 
mediately after  the  process  of  conception 
is  completed, — that  is,  at  the  end  of  the 
eight- and-forty  hours,  —  we  can  scorcely 
discover  there  any  traces  of  the  rudiments  ; 
but  if  we  wait  for  a  few  hours  longer,  and 
examine  again,  we  shall  then,  according  to 
Hoighton,  detect  portions  of  the  rudimental 
matter  lying  on  the  surface  of  the  womb, 
and  which,  in  their  number,  are  found  ge- 
nerally to  correspond  with  the  number  of 
Graafian  vesicles  which  have  given  way 
in  the  ovaries.  Pausing  for  a  few  hours 
longer,  and  then,  in  another  rabbit,  making 
further  examination,  we  now  perceive  that 
these  little  portions  of  matter  have  begun 
to  model  themselves  into  something  of  an 
oviform  shape  ;  each  oviform  molecule  con- 
sisting of  its  two  parts  ;  the  one  a  mem- 
brane, a  little  vesicU  ;  the  other,  the  mate- 
rial  which  this  vesicle,  or  little  membrane, 
contains.  Generation  advancing,  it  is  found, 
even  from  observations  in  the  human  ovum, 
that  the  contents  of  this  delicate  cyst  are 
separating  themselves  into  at  least  two 
parts  more  ;  the  one  consisting  of  a  lymphy 
water,  which  afterwards  proves  to  be  the 
liquor  amnii,  and  which,  at  this  time,  is 
very  small  in  quantity,  not  exceeding  a  few 
drops ;  the  other  composed  of  an  opaque 
corpuscule  not  bigger  than  a  mustard  seed, 
and  which,  by  means  of  a  very  slender  fila- 
ment, afterwards  constituting  the  chord,  is 
put  into  connection  with  the  cyst  which 
contains  it.  Thus,  then,  it  appears,  that 

Ho,  273. 


very  early  ingestation  within  the  first  three 
or  four  weeks  after  intercourse,  perhaps 
within  the  first  two,  all  the  essential  parts  of 
the  ovum  are  generated ;  the  embryo,  the 
membranes,  the  liquor  amnii,  and  the  chord. 

Generation  proceeding,  the  diminutive 
corpuscule,  of  which  I  was  speaking,  en- 
larges considerably  in  its  dimensions,  and 
assumes  a  shape  not  dissimilar  to  that  of  a 
cheese-maggot.    For  it  is  remarkable,  that, 
in  the  first  stage  of  our  existence,  we  bear 
no  little  resemblance  to  this  contemptible 
grub.    Leaving  this  image,  however,  to  ad- 
vance towards  a  likeness  all-illustrious*  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  or,  rather,  of  a 
few  hours,  afterwards,  we  begin  to  form 
the  eyes.  These  organs,  if  I  may  judge  from 
preparations,  make  their  appearance,  late- 
rally, at  the  upper  part  of  the  most  depend- 
ing portion  of  the  embryo,  on  either  side, 
in  the  form  of  light-brown  specks ;  and  I 
suppose  that,  about  the  same  time  that  the 
eyes  are  produced,  the  other  internal  parts, 
as  the  brain,  the  viscera  of  the  thorax^  and 
abdomen,  are  elaborated  too  ;  neither  legs 
nor  arms  being,  at  this  time,  perceivable. 
Formation  still  proceeding,  the  entire  cor- 
puscule of  the  embryo  becomes  separated 
iuto  two  parts— the  head,  1  mean,  and  trunk, 
which  are  afterwards  retained  in  connection 
with  each  other  by  means  of  a  short  and 
rather  slender  structure,  which  afterwards 
composes  the  neck, — that  fair  column,  tlSe 
seat  of  dignity  and  grace,  on  which  the  hu- 
man head  is  erected.    About  this  time  itiis% 
when  the  neck  is  forming,  that  the  legs  and 
anus  begin  to  moke  their  appearance  in.  the 
form  of  buds,  which  burge  on  from  the 
trunk,  and  in  the  further  progress  of  ge- 
neration, these  budding  arms  and  legs  be- 
come elongated,  and,  no  long  time  after- 
wards, the  fingers  and  toes  sprout  forth, 
the  embryo,  soon  after  these  small  mem- 
bers are  completed,  becoming  thoroughly 
cluboiated  and  accomplished  in  all  its  other 
parts.    While  this  formation  of  the  embryo> 
is  proceeding,  the  involucra,  of  so  much 
importance  to  our  welfare  while  in  the  ute- 
rus, are  becoming  organized  also  ;  and,  by 
the  time  that  the  embryo  is  completely  ela- 
borated, the  involucra  will  be  found  to 
exist  in  all  their  perfection,  and  we  hare 
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the  placenta,  the  membranes,  the  liquor  imay  be  found  among'  ua  souls  so  petty,  tla* 
anonii,  and  the  chord;  parts  which,  as  to1 


their  essential  structure  are  very  early  con 
structed,  first  needed  duiing  factal  life,  and, 
therefore,  first  formed. 

This  curious  process  of  formation  I  will 
now  endeavour  to  illustrate,  by  means  of 
some  very  valuable  preparations  ranged  on 


they  might  scarcely  deserve  a  lodgment 
even  in  a  corpuscule  small  as  thine  ! 

Cuiaes  of  Monstrosity. — In  the  process  of 
formation,  it  sometimes  happens,  that  great 
blunders  are  committed,  and  these  errors 
and  morbid  deviations  give  rise  to  what  are 
denominated  monsters.    By  monsters,  as 


the  table  before  you.    And,  first,  I  show  formerly  observed  to  you,  we  understand 


you  a  specimen  of  the  human  ovum,  con 
stating  of  a  delicate  membranous  cyst.  If 
you  hold  the  preparations  so  that  the  light 
may  pass  through  its  centre,  you  may  per- 
ceive, in  the  middle  of  it,  a  little  spot,  not 
S3  big  as  a  mustard-seed  ;  a  small  dim  speck 
of  entity,— for  such  is  man,  when  he  makes 
his  first  appearance  in  the  system  of  living 
beings. 

The  next  preparation  which  I  show  you, 
exhibits  the  lord  of  the  world  in  form  like  a 
grub,  divested  of  all  those  imposing  insig- 
nia which  mark  the  majesty  of  his  station 
on  the  surface  of  this  planet.  Who  would 
have  thought  that  under  such  a  form 
could  be  concealed,  originally,  those  master- 
minds which  afterwards  exert  so  powerful 
an  influence  over  the  destinies  of  their  fel- 
low-creatures 1 — Pulvis  et  umbra  sumus.  In 


nothing  mote  than  fetuses  which  deviate 
conspicuously  from  the  ordinary  make  ;  and 
the  more  immediate  cause  of  this  mon- 
strosity appears  to  be  the  morbid  opera- 
tion of  the  forming  pincers,  whatever  their 
nature  may  be.  It  has  beenroften  asked, 
and  is  still  a  questiou  undecided,  whether 
the  imagination  of  the  mother  may  have  any 
influence  in  giving  ris*  to  those  morbid  for- 
mative operations  on  which  the  generation 
of  monstrosity  seems  to  depend— a  question 
which  is  not  t  >  be  decided  by  reason  in- 
dependently of  observations,  as  a  simple 
reflection  may  show  ;  for,  as  we  know  but 
little  respecting  the  powers  which  operate, 
we  must  necessarily  know  as  little  respect- 
ing the  powers  by  which  this  operation  may 
In  matters  of  this  obscure 


be  influenced, 
and  uncertain 


kind,  to  ridicule  without 


our  first  form  we  are  worms  ;  to  the  grave  giving  ourselves  the  trouble  to  examine 
and  the  womb  we  must  look,  to  see  the  lit-  seems  to  me  to  be  at  once  both  petulant  and 
tleness  of  man.  unphilosophical.    Facts,  and  not  a  priori, 

Mau  here  again  appears  before  yon,  of  i  reasonings,  form  the  basis  of  modern  phi- 
larger  dimensions  and  more  perfect  struc-  losopby  ;  that  incubation  should  give  rise 


tare,  his  foim  still  unsightly,  and  remind- 
ing one  of  the  kindney  bean— on  either  side  of 
the  most  depending  portion.  Those  who  are 
accustomed  to  examine  preparations  of  this 
kind,  may  distinctly  see  the  eyes  manifest- 
ing themselves  under  the  form  of  circular 
Spots  of  a  brownish  tint ;  nor  is  it,  1  think, 
unreasonable  to  suppose,  that,  when  the 


to  the  formation  of  the  chick  within  the  egg 
shell— -that  the  conjunction  of  the  sexes 
should  give  the  firtt  impulse  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  infant  in  the  uterus,  must,  inde- 
pendently of  observation,  have  appeared 
both  absurd  and  incredible.  In  the  com- 
pass of  generation,  nothing  need  surprise 
us  ;  it  is  the  fairy  land  of  physiology  ;  and, 


eyes  make  their  appearance,  the  viscera  of  in  the  hands  of  divines,  its  wonders  may 
the  great  cavities  have  been  formed  too, — 
the  brain,  the  lungs,  the  heart,  and  the  con- 
tents of  the  abdomen. 

The  preparation  which  I  here  circulate  is 
of  an  embryo,  not  much  larger  than  the  pre- 
ceding ;  its  formation,  however,  is  a  little 
further  advanced,  and  the  first  appearances 
of  the  arms  and  legs  may  be  seen,  while 
the  hands  and  the  feet,  it  wiH  be  observed, 
are  beginning  to  form  in  the  contiguous 
embryo,  which  stands  by  like  a  friend  and 
companion. 

The  fingers  and  toes  are  beginning  to 
show  themselves  in  the  next  embryo  which 
1  present  to  you  ;  and  the  one  which  follows 
is  elaborately,  and  in  perfection,  formed  in 
all  its  parts — head,  limbs,  and  trunk — so 
that,  smull  os  it  is,  we  feel  the  operation 
of  the  social  feeling,  acknowledge  it  for  our 
fellow-creature,  and  admit  that  it  may 
with  reason  be,  in  a  certain  degree,  put 
under  the  protection  of  the  laws. — Hail  son 
of  man !— supporter  of  our  species  !  there 


serve  as  a  good  preparative  to  discipline  the 
mind  for  tho  more  ready  belief  of  those 
miracles  which  it  is  their  office  to  inculcate. 
When  first  1  set  out  on  my  physiological 
career,  I  certainly  set  out  with  a  strong 
impression,  that  the  fancy  of  the  mother 
could  not  operate  in  the  formation  of  her 
foetus;  nor  am  I  prepared  to  concede,  at 
the  present  moment,  that  this  impression 
was  erroneous  ;  nevertheless  I  must,  in 
candour,  admit  that  various  fucts  have  been 
brought  before  me,  which  do  prove  beyond 
doubt  thus  much,  that  there  is  sometimes  a 
very  striking  ctincideme  between  impressions 
made  on  the  mind  of  the  mother,  and  ap- 
pearances which  manifest  themselves  on  the 
body  of  the  fetus  ;  these  coincidences  being 
sufficiently  frequent  to  creute  a  sort  of  sus- 
picion that  they  may  be  of  the  nature  of 
cause  ond  effect.  If  I  press  my  finger  upon 
the  box  which  now  lies  before  it,  it  moves, 
but  how  do  I  know  that  this  motion  may 
not  arise  from  some  other  simultaneous  oc« 
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currenc©  distinct  from  the  pressure  of  my 
finger  ?  In  truth,  should  this  coincidence 
of  pressure  and  motion  in  this  case  he  un- 
served but  once,  were  it  not  fir  nnah^ical 
and  uncertain  experience,  I  should  have 
just  cause  to  douht ;  but  when  I  make  lias 
pressure  repeatedly,  under  varying  circum- 
stances, aud  find  invariably  that  motion  en- 


part  of  the  arm,  and  who,  to  excite  her 

commiseration,  exhibited  to  view  the  mu- 
tilated member.  By  this  shocking  sight  a 
stro: impression  was  made  upon  her 
mind  ;  and  sometime  afterwards,  in  a  ball- 
rorjjn,  on  seeing  a  gallant  officer  who  had 
left  one  of  his  arms  in  the  field  of  battle, 
this  impression  was  renewed,  not  without 


sues,  unless  some  thiid  cause  of  obvious  a  slight  emotion  of  horror,  and  the  con- 


operation  be  interposed  to  prevent  it,  I 
may  reasonably  infer  that  the  coincidence 
of  these  two  occurrences  is  of  the  nature  of 
causation  ;  and  in  all  cases  of  rarer  occur- 
rence, 1  conceive,  the  more  frequent  these 
coincidences,  the  stronger  does  the  proof  of 
causation  become. 

It  would  lead  to  a  long  disquisition,  if  I 
were  to  bring  before  you  all  the  different 
facts  which  have  beeu  related  to  me,  nud 
which  seem  to  show  that  the  fancy  of  the 
mother  may  have  an  effect  in  the  formation 
of  the  ftrtus  ;  but  some  of  the  more  striking 
facts,  by  way  of  illustration,  I  may  perhaps 
be  permitted  to  adduce.  I  myself  once  pre- 
sided at  a  labour  where  the  child,  after 
birth,  was  discovered  to  labour  under  a  de- 
ficiency of  the  curtilage  of  the  ribs,  and  this 
upon  the  right  side  of  the  sternum  near  its 
middle.  In  consequence  of  this  deficiency 
of  the  cartilage,  there  is  in  this  child,  now 
living,  a  sort  of  dimple,  or  impression,  which 
is  very  peculiar,  and  of  which  the  mother 
gave  me  the  following  account.  In  the 
early  days  of  her  pregnancy,  she  took  one 
of  her  children  to  Mr.  Travers,  an  eminent 
surgeon  well  known  to  you  all,  it  having 
been  supposed  that  there  was  some  fracture 
or  other  of  the  collar  bone,  or  the  ribs 
contiguous  ;  and  Mr.  Travers  examining 
the  child  with  a  good  deal  of  care,  chanced 
to  make  a  pressure  on  the  ribs  in  front,  near 
the  sternum  ;  the  thumb  bearing  over  this 


stru  tion  of  the  skin,  and  some  few  months 
afterwards  the  child  was  born  with  a  coin- 
cident want  of  the  arm.    Now  these  cases 
are  not  solitary  ;  the  same  tale  has  been 
often  told,  and  the  same  concurrence  has 
often  been  observed  ;  and,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  the  coincidence  deserves  attention. 
There  was  a  child  (of  which  I  have  got  a 
drawing,)  lately  born  at  Plymouth,  with 
excrescences  pushing  from  the  mouth,  and 
which   certainly  resembled  a  large  bunch 
of  grapes,  such  as  might  appear  in  the  mouth 
of  a  child,  if  it  were  endeavouring  to  de- 
vour, unbroken,  the  whole  of  a  small  bunch, 
there  not  being  room  sufficient  to  admit  the 
whole  at  once  behind  the  teeth.  Before 
she  was  aware  of  this  faulty  formation,  the 
mother  was  closely  questioned  by  the  ac- 
coucheur ;  and  she  certainly  did  state  dis- 
tinctly enough,  thut  in  the  early  period  of 
her  pregnancy,  not,  however,  till  near  the 
fourth  mouth,  in  passing  along  a  street, 
she  chanced  to  see  a  boy  who  had  got  a 
bunch  of  grapes,  which  he  was  eating  very 
greedily,  as  boys  will  do,  and  that  she  had 
a  very  great  desire  to  partake.  Growing 
from  the  region  of  the  sternum,  too,  there 
was  an  excrescence  which  might  remind  one 
of  the  wattle  of  the  turkey-cock,  an  animal 
by  which  she  had  been  frightened  a  little 
earlier  in  her  pregnancy.   The  coincidence 
certainly  merits  notice.    To  Mr.  Baldy  and 
Mr.  Franklin  Bellamy,  1  am  indebted  for 
part,  while  his  fingers  were  placed  behind  I  this  fact,  of  which  a  fuller  account  will  be 
on  the  scapula,  and  the  rest  of  the  hand  lay  j  found  in  the  Medical  and  Physical  Journal 
mlder,  the  child  being  young 


above  the  si 
and  small ;  and,  in  doing  this,  he  occasioned 
with  the  thumb  a  considerable  dimple  or  in- 
dentation, which,  as  the  mother  of  great 
nervous  irritability,  told  me,  affected  her 
very  much,  and  produced  in  bur  that  con- 
traction of  tho  skin,  which  is  very  signifi- 
cantly denominated  the  goose  flesh.  This 


for  July  18'. 

For  the  preparation  which  I  now  show 
you,  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Maurice  Work- 
man, of  Heading,  and  the  following  is  the 
tale  which  is  connected  with  it: — An  an- 
cient lady,  in  his  neighbourhood,  who  was, 
I  think,  childless,  (it  is  pleasant  to  love 
something,)  among  other  pets  of  her  family, 


little  occurrence,  however,  did  not  ulti- 1  had  a  parrot,  a  cat,  and  a  love  of  a  lap-dog, 
roately  make  any  very  strong  impression  on  all  co-rivals  for  the  first  place  in  affection, 
her  mind,  though  she  thought  of  it  occasiou-  i  and  who  agreed  with  each  other  no  better 
ally  during  gestation  ;  but  when  I  saw  the  \  than  the  lair  goddesses  of  Ida,  what  time 
infant  afterwards,  she  told  me  the  story  ( they  disputed  for  the  apple  of  beauty,  and 
which  I  have  very  accurately  related  to  you.  j  unveiled,  in  the  presence  of  the  'Trojan 
A  lady,  whose  name  it  would  be  improper  j  shepherd,  charms  before  unseen  by  mortal 
to  mention,  (though  I  had  the  statement  eyes.  On  some  occasion  or  other,  it  seems, 
from  one  of  our  profession,  her  own  son,)  1  that  the  cat  was  in  an  apartment,  and  the 
at  a  period,  as  I  was  informed,  not  earlier  j  parrot  and  the  dog  being  placed  to  the  right 
than  the  first  two  or  three  months  of  her  j  and  left  of  the  door-way, — minnud  then 
pregnancy,  was  very  much  alarmed  by  a  enceinte  retreating  from  the  chamber,  near* 
beggar  who  had  lost  the  hand  and  lowering  the  cage,  perhaps  to  avoid  her  fou$» 
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foot  rival,  was  nl armed  by  the  ferocious 
scream  of  the  parrot,  and  scampered  oft*  in 
a  great  fright.  Dates  afterwards  proved 
that  she  was  iu  the  first  da3*s  of  her  gesta- 
tion, and  she  subsequently  produced  a  good 
many  kittens  ;  all  of  the m  were  well  formed, 
with  the  exception  of  this  one,  which  has,  as 
we  roust  allow,  a  head  in  form  very  much  re- 
sembling that  of  the  bird  by  which  she  was 
scared.  Mr.  Maurice  Workman  is  my  vou- 
cher for  these  facta  ;  in  all  that  is  essential 
they  are,  on  my  part,  fairly  stated.  The 
healthy  formation  of  the  other  ftetuses  de- 
serves especial  notice  ;  but,  say  what  we  will, 
the  coincidence  is  well  worth  recording. 

Particular  facts  of  this  kind  I  forbear  to 
multiply,  though  the  task  is  easy,  As  these 
coincidences  are  occasional  only, and  perhaps 
rare ;  of  course  they  do  not  demonstrate 
causation  ;  but,  if  on  a  candid  accumulation 
of  facts,  it  appear  that  the  coincidences  be- 
tween the  impressions  on  the  mind  of  the 
mother  and  the  body  of  the  foetus  are  well 
marked,  and  not  unfrequent,  then,  to  say  the 
least  of  them,  they  establish  a  very  curious 
fact  in  animal  generation,  and  their  general 
bearing  is  to  show  that  the  two  occurrences 
are,  in  relation  with  each  other,  as  cause 
and  effect.  I  would  that  the  affirmative  of 
this  could  be  proved  ;  we  should  then  be  in 
possession  of  one  of  the  principles  of  forma- 
tion. But  then  it  may  be  asked,  how  can 
these  things  be  ? — and  how,  it  might  once 
have  been  said,  can  it  be  thut  the  moon 
should  act  on  the  waters?  If,  like  many 
of  our  forefathers,  we  had  no  notion  of  the 
bulk  of  our  satellite  ;  if,  like  them  too,  we 
were  ignorant  of  the  priuciple  of  gravitation  ; 
if  we  had  no  idea  that  matter  was  capable 
of  attracting  matter,  even  at  remoter  and 
planetary  distances,  such  an  action,  in  such 
a  state  of  ignorance,  must  appear  incredi- 
ble, yet,  when  once  the  necessary  knowledge 
is  communicated,  the  mutual  attraction  of 
the  two  masses  of  matter  becomes,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  intelligible  enough.  Observe 
here  the  progress  of  this  wonderful  disco- 
very, for  it  illustrates  the  progress  of  all 
solid  philosophy.  The  fixed  relation  be- 
tween the  moon  and  the  floods  was  first  sa- 
gaciously observed,  and  verified,  allowance 
being  made  for  the  irregularities  which  arise 
from  accidental  circumstances.  The  proba- 
ble connexion  of  the  two,  in  the  way  of 
cause  and  effect,  was  afterwards  inferred 
from  the  fixity  of  this  relation.  At  length 
the  lurge  muss  of  the  lunar  body  was  sug- 
gested and  demonstrated,  nnd  the  mutual 
attraction  of  matter  was  evinced  by  expe- 
riments and  calculations  addressed  to  the 
senses  or  reason ;  and  thus  the  doctrine, 
which  at  first  must  have  been  deemed  a  wild 
hypothesis,  was  not  only  proved  hut  com- 
prehended. And  while  all  this  was  doing, 
some,  ia  the  first  stage  of  the  inquiry  being 


variously  occupied,  paid  no  attention  to  the 
observations  on  which  the  discovery  was  to 
be  grounded  ;  and  others,  us  the  discovery 
proceeded,  clamoured,  no  doubt,  against  the 
absurdity  and  impiety  of  the  proposition. 
What !  a  small  body  like  the  moon  to  act 
upon  the  huge  mass  of  waters  in  the  ocean  1 
Lunatic!  What!  the  great  goddess  of  the 
Kphesians — the  celestial  archeress,  whose 
gracious  presence  has  been  manifested  to 
our  heroes — whose  miracles  and  oracles  have 
astonished  her  votaries,  and  who  even  now 
steals  down  to  the  mysterious  retreat  of 
Lotraos !—  What !  do  you  dare  to  assert  that 
this  sublime  being  may,  after  all,  be  nothing 
more  than  a  huge  globe  of  matter,  the  scene 
of  tempest  and  volcano  !  Atheist !  SucU 
I  can  easily  believe  might  be  the  spirit  which 
animated  the  opponents  of  these,  doctrines. 
Yet,  in  the  midst  of  all  these  commotions, 
while  punpies  were  barking,  and  meu  were 
clamouring,  the  moon  shone — the  ocean 
rolled — the  seasons  changed  —  the  earth 
teemed— the  mob  of  all  ranks  vanished  from 
the  scene,  and,  by  its  mere  intrinsic  dura- 
bility, without  effort,  the  truth  prevailed  at 
last.  Our  prepossessions  are  not  the  crite- 
rion of  truth  ;  improbability  and  incompati- 
bility may  result,  not  from  impossibility, 
but  from  our  ignorance  of  the  requisite  ex- 
planatory knowledge.  All  this  is  clear  in 
speculation,  but,  somehow  or  other,  it  is 
to  be  forgotten  in  practice.  Doubt— ob- 
serve— infer — still  doubt,  and  bring  the 
truth  to  the  test  of  the  most  rigorous  ex- 
amination. Truth  never  yet  shunned  the 
light ;  how  can  she  1  it  is  her  element. — 
But  to  return  from  this  digression  :  Pray 
give  to  the  profession,  with  rigid  accuracy 
and  well  attested,  facts  relating  to  this  im- 
portant subject.  Always,  where  it  can  be 
known,  state  the  age  of  the  gestation,  the 
absence  or  presence  of  the  feeling  of  horror, 
and  cutaneous  constrictiou,  and  endeavour, 
so  far  as  may  be,  to  verify  oil  by  your  own 
personal  observation  aud  inquiry  of  the  wo- 
man herself.  Monstrosity  may  occur  iu 
formation  under  the  eggshell.  1  here  show 
you  a  specimen  of  it.  How  can  mental  im- 
pression be  supposed  to  operate  here  1 

Duration  of  the  formative  process. 

With  respect  to  the  duration  of  the  for- 
mative process,  it  is  well  worth  your  notice  ; 
thut  although  it  is  not  clearly  ascertained, 
there  seems  to  he  no  doubt  that  it  is  in  all 
cases  short.  The  human  finctus,  of  such  com- 
plicated organization,  seems  to  be  elaborated 
in  the  course  of  five  or  six  weeks,  at  furthest ; 
and  the  greater  port  of  its  structure  is, 
most  probably,  perfected  in  a  much  shorter 
period  ;  birds,  many  of  them,  form  in  the 
course  of  a  few  days  ;  the  maggots  of  in- 
sects, iu  the  course  of  a  few  hours.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  whole  formative  process 
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which  astonishes  me  more  than  the  amazing 
rapidity  and  amazing  facility  with  which  it 
is  accomplished  ;  it  is  wonderful,  indeed,  to 
suppose  that  the  human  structure  should  be 
formed  at  all  in  procreation  ;  but  that  all 
these  delicate  textures— that  all  this  ela- 
borate and  finished  structure  of  which  our 
bodies  are  composed,  should  be  formed,  if, 
indeed,  they  are  really  formed  iu  generation, 
in  the  compass  of  some  live  or  six  weeks, 
ii  almost  beyond  wonder.  Now,  that  the  foe- 
tus is  thus  early  perfected,  in  the  first  weeks 
of  generation  1  mean,  must,  I  think,  appear 

satisfactorily  enough  by  the  preparations  I  own  mind,  a  persuasion  almost 
which  I  have  sent  you  round.  1  know  !  conviction,  that,  in  generation, 
from  my  own  observations,  made  with  tole- 
rably accurate  data,  that  a  fVctus  of  three 
months,  iudependently  of  its  lower  limbs,  is 
as  long  as  my  forefinger;  and  therefore  it  is 
not  unreasonable  to  conclude,  that  a  foetus 
which  is  not  so  big  as  the  least  joint  of  my 


in  different  ages  through  the  door  of  life. 
Make  all  allowance  for  the  infinite  divisibi- 
lity of  matter — give  due  weight  to  the  re- 
collection, that  the  power  of  the  Creator 
is  boundless — remember  the  minuteness, 
scarcely  conceivable,  of  the  corpuscule  of 
the  animalcule — still,  the  more  we  reflect  on 
this  doctrine,  (evolution,  as  it  is  called,) 
the  more  incredible  it  appears.  On  a  point 
like  this,  in  the  present  state  of  our  know- 
ledge, with  respect  of  facts,  it  is,  perhaps, 
impossible  that  we  should  obtain  an  absolute 
conviction,  yet  I  acknowledge  I  feel,  in  my 

amounting  to 
.  there  is  a  for- 
mation of  parts  which  had  previously  no 
existence,  and  that  in  this  process  we  have 
not,  as  Swammerdam  and  Halier  and  others 
have  supposed,  merely  a  development  and 
enlargement  of  organs  which  existed  before, 
but  which,  by  causes  already  mentioned, 


little  finger,  cannot  exceed  the  age  of  fife  were  concealed  from  our  sight.    Of  your 


or  six  weeks.  It  was  asserted  by  Hippo- 
crates, that  the  formation  of  boys  is  ac- 
complished in  thirty  days,  and  that  of  girls 
in  forty,  an  opinion  of  which  I  have  met 
with  some  traces  in  the  popular  sayings  of 
the  North  of  England  ;  but  I  forbear  to 
intrude,  by  replacing  them  into  the  myste- 
ries of  the  Bona  Dea.  The  opinions  of  Hip- 
pocrates are,  many  of  them,  grounded  on 


structures  and  mine,  it  seems  to  me  not 
improbable  that  no  parts  existed  some  hun- 
dred years  ogo  ;  nor  does  it,  1  own,  appear 
to  me  impossible,  that  within  that  compass 
of  time  all  the  parts  of  our  body  have  beea 
completely  and  really  organised. 

There  is  nothing  more  certain,  than  that 
living  parts  do  possess  an  organising  power; 
whence  that  power  arises,  1  do  not  pretend 


that  experimental  observation  which  forms  i  to  explain  ;  but  its  existence,  like  that  of 
the  proper  bottom  of  hitman  knowledge  ;  j  the  lunar  influence  on  the  ocean,  is  not  the 
and,  without  giving  to  this  notion  more  than  less  certain,  because,  in  our  ignorance,  we 
a  very  "  academic  faith,"  1  think  that  it  is  cannot  tell  in  what  it  consists.  Those  who 
grounded  upon  certain  observations,  of  which  amuse  themselves  with  the  gay  and  airy 
the  records  are  now  lost.  mythology  of  antiquity,  must  all  have  read 


Of  Epigenesit  and  Evolution. — By  physio 


the  tale  of  the  Lyrnaeau  hydra  ;  in  physiology 


logists  it  has  often  been  disputed,  whether  this  story  is,  in  soma  measure,  realised,  and 


in  generation  there  is  real  formation,  or 
whether  these  structures  are  merely  deve- 
loped in  the  process,  the  various  organs 
being  already  iu  existence  before  concep- 
tion is  effected,  though  conceoled  from  ob- 
servation by  their  smallness,  their  trans- 
parency, aud  their  involution  in  each  other. 
Many  physiologists  have  maintained,  that 
iu  generation  there  is  a  real  organisation, 
one  part  being  formed  successively  upon 
another,  by  a  process  of  epi genesis,  as  it  is 
called  ;  but  Swammerdam,  Haller,  and  Spal- 
lanzani,  seem  to  have  maintained,  that  all 
living  beings  were  formed  in  little  at  the 
creation,  and  that  they  were  merely  en- 
larged and  developed  in  generation,  but, 
being  possessed  of  organisation,  before  con- 
ception is  begun,  those  swarms  of  locusts, 
possible,  as  well  as  actual,  were  all,  ac- 
cording to  these  speculators,  enclosed  in 
the  ovary  of  the  first  parent ;  and  of  the 
shoals  of  fishes— and  of  the  flights  of  birds — 
and  of  the  innumerable  multitudes,  possible 
aud  actual,  of  which  our  race  is  composed, 
— all,  according  to  this  opinion,  are  coeval, 
and  old  a*  the  creation,  though  passing 


the  stag  renews  its  horns,  and  the  lobster 
its  claws ;  the  lizard  can  reproduce  its  eye, 
and  the  snail  its  head,  aud  this  repeatedly  ; 
or  if  the  second  head  be  removed  by  a  dex- 
terous hand,  a  third  will  sometimes  sprout 
up  in  its  place  :  nor  must  we  forget  a  fact, 
on  which,  however,  I  do  not  lay  equal  stress, 
I  mean,  that  in  the  generation  of  all  iusects, 
the  maggot  is  converted  into  the  fly.  Now, 
in  all  these  cases,  it  is  very  evident  that  the 
living  body,  from  whatever  cause,  really 
does  possess  a  power  of  organising  parts, 
which  had  no  existence  before.  1  know, 
with  respect  to  the  butterfly  and  the  cater- 
pillar, it  has  been  urged  by  the  very  labo- 
rious and  able  Swammerdam,  that  the  parts 
of  the  butterfly  are  contained  under  the  skin 
of  the  caterpillar,  at  least  about  that  time 
when  it  is  about  to  become  converted  into 
chrysalis  :  but  setting  aside  for  the  present 
the  proof  of  formative  power  taken  from  the. 
transformation  of  insects,  its  existence  is,  I 
think,  evident  enough  in  the  other  cases 
which  have  been  stated,  that  of  the  snail 
especially ;  for,  I  presume,  no  generous 
antagonist  will  venture  to  maintain,  without 
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proof,  that  a  snail  has  a  repository  of  bead* 
to  supply  the  place  of  those  which  may  be 
removed  by  the  physiologist. 

The  existence,  then,  of  a  forming  power, 
seems,  from  these  facts,  to  be.  sufficiently 
obvious  ;  nor  is  proof  wanting  to  show,  that 
this  power  is  exerted  in  generation.  For, 
not  to  weary  you  with  the  enumeration  of 
facts  less  decisive,  the  dog,  as  /  have  been 
assured,  may  prove  prolific  with  the  sow,  the 
fox  with  the  dog,  and  the  horse  with  the  ass. 
The  last  fnet  is  acknowledged  and  familiar, 
end  the  mule  which  results  from  these  con- 
nexions, is  an  animal  of  mixed  structure. 
Now,  unless  we  suppose  (and  how  wildly) 
that  this  hybrid-organisation  was  in  exist- 
ence in  the  genitals,  male  or  female,  before 
the  generative  actions  were  excited,  we 
must,  I  think,  presume,  as  Holler,  indeed, 
has  admitted,  that  in  generation  such  a 
degree  of  forming  power  is  exerted,  that 
the  structure,  originully  simple,  is  made  to 
assume  a  double  and  mixed  cl  uracter.  Kol- 
Teuter,  impregnating  with  the  male  of  one 
species  the  female  of  another  species  of  the 
tobacco,  obtained  hybrids  male  and  female, 
•nd  then  further,  by  menus  of  the  same 
male,  impregnated  a  female  by bi  id ,  so  as  to 
obtain  other  hybrids  of  both  sexes,  ap- 
proximating still  more  nearly  to  the  male 
structure,  and  at  length,  by  repeating  his 
operations  upon  these  principles,  he  pro- 
duced, at  last,  hybrids  in  structure  so  exactly 
resembling  the  species  of  the  male,  that  the 
botanist  himself  might  scarcely  discover  the 
difference  ;  and  there  seems  to  be  but  little 
doubt,  that  the  whole  process  might  be  re- 
versed, so  as  to  bring  down  gradually  the 
plants  of  the  male  species  to  au  exact  con- 
formity with  the  make  of  the  female. 

Here,  then,  is  an  exertion  of  the  forming 
power,  high  and  extensive,  diffusing  its  in- 
fluence over  every  psrt  of  the  new  struc- 
ture— and  what  more  need  be  proved  1  for 
if  we  allow  that  in  living  bodies  a  plastic 
power  is  exerted,  which  msy  form  the  horns, 
the  claws,  the  eyes,  nay,  even  larger  parts, 
as  the  head  itself,  and  this  repeatedly  ;  and 
if  we  allow  that  in  generation  this  formation 
is  really  exerted  on  every  part  of  structure, 
why  need  we  look  further  to  understand  how 
it  is  that  new  organisations  are  produced? 
Frustra  per  plura.  Here  you  have  a  power, 
whatever  its  nature,  adequate  for  the  pur- 
poses of  formation  ;  for  that  which  will 
produce  the  horns,  the  claws,  the  eyes,  the 
head,  may  form  also,  no  doubt,  the  other 
parts  of  the  living  system ;  and  iu  mule 
generation,  you  have  a  proof  which  comes 
up  towards  demonstration,  that  after  the 
union  of  the  two  parts  of  the  genitals,  this 
power  is  brought  into  high  and  extensive 
operation. 

As  in  the  contemplation  of  the  divinity, 
however,  so  here,  the  more  we  reflect 


the  more  our  wonder  increases.   And  of 

all  men,  the  miuute  anatomist,  well  ac- 
quainted with  those  delicate,  elaborate, 
and  accomplished  structures,  of  which  the 
body  is  composed,  must  feel  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  persuading  himself,  that  they 
sre  all  really  .formed  within  the  body  of 
the  female  parent  in  the  compass  of  a 
few  weeks.  Let  it  he  recollected,  how- 
ever, tbut  the  mystery  may  lie  entirely  in 
our  ignorance,  and  not  iu  the  nature  of  the 
process  itself.  Remember,  that  the  actiou 
of  the  uioou  on  the  ocean,  so  incomprehen- 
sible to  those  who  are  umnitructed,  may,  to 
those  who  posse**  even  a  modernte  share  of 
the  necessary  explanatory  knowledge,  be 
made,  in  many  poiuts,  intelligible  enough. 
Were  you  to  tell  a  savage  that  you  could 
navigate  the  air,  that  you  could  explode  the 
solid  granite — that  you  could  shut  up  the 
lightning  in  a  bottle — that  you  couid,  in 
twenty-four  hours,  multiply  copies  of  this 
writing  to  the  number  of  ten  or  twenty  thou- 
sand, nil  alike  in  their  characters,  their  errors, 
and  their  excellencies  ;  if  ho  were  a  man  of 
plain  sense,  Ins  first  resource  would  be  to 
disbelieve  you,  or,  if  convinced  of  your  ve- 
racity, he  would  then,  most  probably,  at- 
tribute to  you  a  superhuman  power,  for  such 
miracles  and  prodigies  must,  in  his  igno- 
rance, appear  to  exceed  the  measure  of 
mortal  power— ecor  tij— the  gods  are.  come 
down  among  men.  Iloger  ft  neon  was  a  con- 
jurer, Columbus  was  a  divinity,  and  poor 
Dr.  Faust us  had  sold  himself  to  the  devil, 
if  you  will  give  ear  to  the  savage  ignorance 
of  semi-barbarians ;  but  let  him  suspend  his 
faith  a  little,  let  him  learn  as  he  may,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  hours,  the  general  prin- 
|  ciplca  and  agents  with  which  you  operate, 
and  he  finds,  after  all,  that  you  are  much 
such  a  being  as  himself — the  operation  was 
|  wonderful  and  mysterious,  simply  because 
the  agents  were  not  known.  And  thus, 
after  all,  it  may  be,  nay,  it  probably  is,  in 
generation.  Simple  in  the  means,  magnifi- 
cent in  the  results,  such  is  the  character  of 
those  which  we  may  coll  the  greater  oper- 
ations of  the  Author  of  Nature  ;  and  I  can 
easily  persuade  myself,  that  this  stupendous 
operation,  this  grand,  this  glorious  achieve- 
ment of  the  living  body,  by  which  creation 
enjoys,  as  it  were,  a  sempiternal  youth,  and 
rises  with  renewed  vigour  under  death  the 
destroyer,  may,  after  all,  be  simple  and  of 
easy  accomplishment  and  that  our  wonder 
reposes,  not  on  the  nature  of  the  process,  but 
rather  on  our  ignorance  of  some  few  and 
simple  means  by  which  the  great  result  is 
accomplished. 

That  generation  really  may  not  be  as  fre- 
quently represented, — an  operation  essen- 
tially unintelligible, — is,  I  think,  rendered 
less  improbable  by  various  considerations  ; 
for,  in  the  first  place,  generation  is  an  set 
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which  may  be  performed  by  structures  the 
most  simple  ;  by  the  polypus  and  the  ane- 
mone, no  less  than  by  the  most  complex 
structures  of  the  creation  ;  a  consideration 
which  is  surely  worth  our  reflection,  though 
1  certainly  should  not  think  of  laying  ou  it 
my  principal  stress.  Again,  let  us  reflect  on 
the  immeasurable  abundance  in  which 
muny  living  germs  are  generated.  The  hu- 
man species,  it  is  true,  is  produced,  as  it 
were,  painfully,  and  in  small  number  ;  hut 
it  is  not  so  with  many  very  curious  and 
complicated  organizations.  A  sturgeon  may, 
at  a  single  spawning,  pour  forth  above  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  eggs.  Does  this  seem  to 
indicate  that  generation  is  a  work  of  effort  ? 
I  am  informed,  that  the  seeds  of  the.  i:lix 
may  amount  to  many  myriads  in  each  flower. 
3>oes  this,  again,  seem  to  iudicate  that  for- 
mation is  a  painful  effort?  When  germs, 
animal  and  vegetable,  are  produced  in  such 
multitudinous  and  innumerable  abundance,, 
that,  were  they  to  be  perfected,  air,  earth, 
sea  could  not  contain  them,  is  it  reason- 
able to  conclude,  that,  in  this  system  of 
things,  formation  is  complex  and  painful? 
When  the  world  is  choked  with  books,  we 
may  be  pretty  certain,  that  to  form  their 
characters  is  easy  ;  and,  seeing  this  innu- 
merable multitude  of  germs  we  may,  I  think, 
safely  rest  assured,  that,  had  their  forma- 
tion been  one  of  effort,  their  number  would 
have  been  diminished  ;  and,  by  means  of 
parental  instincts,  and  other  means,  greater 
security  would  have  been  obtained  for  the 
perfecting  those  few  germs  which  the  living 
body  had,  with  much  labour,  produced. 

1  nere  is  yet  a  third  argument,  which,  I 
think,  strengthens  my  thesis,  the  simpli- 
city and  ease  of  generation  ;  and  that  is 
taken  from  the  great  rapidity  with  which  the 
living  structures  are  formed.  The  human 
structure  itself,  perhaps,  of  all  others,  the 
most  elaborate  in  all  its  essentials,  is  per- 
fected in  the  brief  space  of  a  few  weeks. 
Of  birds  there  ore  many;  and  I  may  give 
the  common  fcv\l,  as  an  instance  of  which, 
the  principal  structures  become  organized 
in  the  compass  of  a  few  days.  And,  as  to 
the  eggs  laid  by  insects,  as,  for  instance, 
the  common  large  blue  fly,  I  havo  myself 
known  them  to  become  living  in  the  course 
of  a  few  hours  afterwards  ;  so  that,  without 
rising  higher  iulo  the  regions  of  airy  and 
giddy  speculation,  when  1  reflect  on  the 
simplicity  of  some  of  those  structures  by 
which  generation  is  accomplished  ;  when  I 
consider  in  what  abundance  Nature,  in 
some  genera  of  living  structures,  is  produc- 
ing the  buds  and  the  seeds  ;  when,  lastl}*,  I 
recollect  how  rapidly,  in  the  most  compli- 
cated and  perfect  animals,  the  structures 
that  compose  them  are  formed  and  deve- 
loped,— 1  cannot  help  persuading  myself 
that,  in  generation,  the  process  is  not  really 


difficult  j  but  that,  like  the  marvels  of  ty- 
j  pography,  of  electricity,  of  aerial  naviga- 
tion, and  the  explosive  powders,  it  depends 
upon  some  simple  principles,  which  the  hu- 
man mind  may,  perhaps,  hereafter  compre- 
hend. Wo  have  imitated  many  other  of 
the  natural  operations,  may  we  then  hope 
to  imitate  this,  even  iu  the  humblest  man- 
ner? Hut  1  forbear,  lest  you  should  take  it 
into  your  heads  that  I  expect  to  realise  the 
extruvugant  fiction  of  the  novelist,  and  to 
bring  from  the  stage  Franketitfein,  to  act  his 
part  in  the  scenes  of  real  life. 

Here  is  a  specimen  of  the  twin  monster. 
Here  is  a  monstrous  chick,  the  rather  in- 
.  teresting,  because  it  is  formed  under  the 
egg-shell. 

Here  is  a  monster  of  very  rare  occur- 
rence. We  meet,  in  life,  with  many  who 
are  pig-headed,  though  with  few  that  are 
formed  with  the  head  like  that  of  a  pig  ;  yet 
a  specimen  of  this  I  here  show  you. 

From  these  preparations,  it  would  seem 
that  monstrosity  is  early  formation ;  as, 
indeed  we  should  expect  it  to  be,  that  is, 
before  epigenesis  ;  in  other  words,  the  for- 
mative process  is  completed.  This  consi- 
deration renders  the  reported  effects  of 
mental  impressions  less  credible  ;  it  is,  in- 
deed, difficult  to  conceive  of  their  opera- 
tion, after  the  formation  has  once  been  per- 
fected ;  and  yet,  I  think,  the  impressions 
have  been  made  on  the  mind  later,  after 
formation  must  be  supposed  to  have  been 
effected,  in  most  recorded  cases  of  this 
kind. 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 


ABSCESS  OF  THE  SPLEEN* 

Dome.v.  Hoti;nno,  jetat.29,  was,  in  con- 
sequence of  ague,  affected  with  a  swelling 
in  the  left  hypochondrium,  which,  after  over 
exertion,  and  several  excesses  in  diet,  con- 
siderably increased  in  size,  and  became  very 
painful.  Dr.Glionna,  of  Tarent,  whom  the 
patient  consulted,  found  a  well-marked  case 
of  splenitis,  for  which  he  employed  large 
bleeding,  leeches,  purgatives,  and  tarta- 
rised  antimony.  In  spite  of  these  means, 
the  tension  and  tenderness  augmented  ;  hec- 
tic fever,  with  nocturnal  sweats,  came  on  ; 
the  patient  was  very  often  taken  with  shiver- 
ing, followed  by  burning  heat,  &c.  Under 
these  symptoms  the  swelling,  which  had 
hitherto  been  remarkably  hard,'  began  to 
soften,  especially  at  its  lower  part;  the  pain 
also  somewhat  subsided,  and  ull  the  symp- 
toms seemed  to  indicate  that  the  inJaiuiua- 
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tory  tumour  waa  passing  into  suppuration. 
Emollient  poultices  were  now  used,  and 
fluctuation  having  been  distiuctly  felt,  the 
tumour  was  opened  by  a  trocar,  and  three 
pints  of  a  very  fauid,  thick,  dirty-white  pus 
having  been  evacuated,  it  collapsed,  and  the 
wound  having  been  kept  open  for  a  short 
time,  the  patient  perfectly  recovered.— 06- 
tervatort  di  Nupoli. 

METHOD  OP  ARRESTING  TUB  BLBEDING  FROM 
LEECH-BITES. 

It  is  well  known  that  sometimes,  espe- 
cially in  very  young  children  and  persons 
of  scorbutic  habit,  nil  the  means  recom- 
mended to  check  the  haemorrhage  from 
leech-bites,  as  cold  water,  flour,  alum,  caus- 
tics, and  pressure,  prove  so  entirely  useless, 
that  actual  cautery  and  ligature  must  at  last 
be  resorted  to.  M.  Hidalfo,  of  Leghorn,  re- 
commends a  new  method,  which  he  has 
found  as  safe  as  it  is  simple.  It  consists  in 
applying  a  cupping-glass  to  the  wound, 
when  a  coagulum  is  almost  immediately 
formed,  and  the  bleeding  arrested.  This 
effect  is  very  quickly  produced,  and  has 
been  found  to  take  place  even  in  children, 
and  in  persons  where  the  mass  of  the  blood 
appears  to  be  in  a  state  of  dissolution,  and 
without  any  tendency  to  coagulation.  The 
instrument  may  safely  be  removed  within  a 
few  minutes,  but  it  is  prudent  to  let  the 
coagulum  remain  for  some  time. — Repertorio 
di  Medic,  and  di  Chirurg.  di  Torino. 


TRANSFUSION. 

Dr.  Dieffenbacb,  of  Berlin,  has  lately  em- 
ployed transfusion  in  a  case  of  hydrophobia, 
but  without  any  apparent  effect.  The  pa- 
tient was  a  middle-aged  man,  who  had  been 
bitten  four  weeks  before  he  was  seen  by 
Dr.  D. ;  at  this  time  he  was  tranquil,  and 
fully  conscious  of  his  state,  but  the  eyes  had 
a  somewhat  wild  expression ;  the  pupils 
were  dilated ;  the  pulse  92,  slow  and  in- 
termitting, with  two  quick  pulsations,  full 
and  sharp  ;  he  had  burning  thirst,  but  so 
violent  a  dread  of  water  that  the  least  attempt 
to  drink  caused  convulsions.  He  had  taken  an 
emetic,  and  afterwards  calomel  with  bella- 
donna ;  but  these  means  having  no  effect,  and 
his  state  becoming  worse,  transfusion  was 
resolved  upon.  After  a  bleeding  of  24 
ounces,  12  ounces  of  blood  were,  at  two 
different  periods,  injected.  At  each  injec- 
tion tbe  pulse  rose  and  became  regular,  and 
after  some  time  the  dread  of  fluids  seemed 
to  diminish  ;  in  order  to  quench  the  vio- 
lent thirst,  a  few  ounces  of  water  were  in- 
jected into  the  stomach.  In  the  evening 
the  patient  had  had  some  shivering,  and 
was  feverish  ;  the  pupils  remained  dilated, 
even  in  the  strongest  light.   Oa  the  next 


day  no  change  had  taken  place,  only  the 
dread  of  water  had  again  diminished  ;  some 
ounces  of  the  dt-coct.  senistae  were  injected 
into  the  stomach.  He  was  bled  to  thirty- 
two  ounces,  after  which  twelve  ounces  were 
slowly  transfused,  but  without  any  effect. 
On  the  following  day  the  patieut  had  con- 
siderably changed ;  the  face  was  pale,  the 
eyes  glassy,  and  the  dread  of  water  so  vio- 
lent, that  he  was  taken  with  shivering  only 
at  the  sight  of  it.  In  the  afternoon,  after 
a  bleeding  of  six  ounces,  five  ounces  of  blood 
were  again  injected  ;  immediately  after  the 
operation  the  patient  drank  some  water,  but 
died  an  hour  afterwards,  in  convulsions. 

The  same  author  relates  the  following 
case  : — A  female  died  during  delivery,  and 
the  child  was  extracted  by  the  Ciesarian 
section  ;  it  was  iu  a  state  of  asphyxia  and 
bleeding  ;  the  warm  bath  and  frictions  failed 
in  recovering  it.  Two  ounces  of  blood  hav- 
ing been  injected  into  the  umbilical  vein, 
some  movements  in  the  face  were  visible, 
but  life  was  not  restored. 

Dr.  Dieffenbach  has  made  many  experi- 
ments relative  to  transfusion.  If  an  animal 
were  brought  into  a  state  of  asphyxia  by  copi- 
ous, bleeding  it  was  not  unfrequently  restored 
I  to  life  by  transfusion  from  an  animal  of  the 
I  same  species  ;  in  most  instances,  however, 
it  died  instantly,  or  very  soon  after  the  ope- 
ration. Death  always  ensued  when,  dur- 
ing the  aayphyxia,  a  considerable  quantity 
of  blood  from  an  animal  of  another  species 
was  injected,  even  though  the  quantity  of 
blood  injected  was  very  small,  as  was  gene- 
rally the  case  in  these  experiments.  Some 
animals  appeared  to  be  more  easily  affected 
by  a  different  blood  than  others ;  cats  and 
dogs,  for  instance,  more  thau  sheep.  Cold- 
blooded animals  almost  always  died  after 
the  injection  of  the  serum  of  blood  from 
warm-blooded  animals.  Birds  seemed  to  be 
unable  to  bear  even  the  smallest  quantity 
of  blood  from  a  quadruped  ;  they  died  in- 
stantaneously, and  under  the  most  violent 
convulsions.— Rust's  Uepertorium, 
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Mr.  C*sar  Hawkins  in  the  Choir. 


DISTINGUISHING  CHAR  ACTERI8TIC8  BETWEEN 
MEASLES  AND  SCARLATINA,  AND  TREAT- 
MENT. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  were  read. 

Mr.  Douciiez  read  a  paper  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  measles  and  scarlatina,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  have  elicited  from  the  Society, 
the  best  characteristics  by  which  the  two 
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diseases  might  be  distinguished,  that  the 
many  fatal  errors  which  hnd  been  commit- 
ted, from  the  one  having  been  mistaken  for 
the  other,  might  not  be  repeated,  nnd  to  havt 
the  best  plan  of  tieatment  laid  down.  He 
had,  in  the  course  of  his  practice,  (having 
treated,  and  seen  treated,  hundreds  of  case* 
of  these  diseases,)  witnessed  innumerable 
fatal  errors  from  this  cause.  As  far  as  he 
spoke  of  the  treatment,  he  recommended 
one,  called  the  antiphlocosTic  !  (Laughter.) 
This  word  having  been  repeated  several 
times  by  the  author,  created  considerable 
amusement  throughout  the  Society. 

Dr.  Somerville  would  have  been  glad 
to  know  whether  the  author,  in  his  very 
extensive  practice,  had  given  his  atten- 
tion to  the  application  of  cold  lotions  in 
scarlatina,  and,  if  he  had,  what  the  effect 
was  ;  also,  what  wus  the  greatest  diminu- 
tion of  temperature  he  had  seen  follow  the 
practice.  The  Doctor  had  observed  it  fol- 
low almost  to  a  frightful  extent. 

Dr.  Mil  ligan  looked  upon  the  eruptions 
on  the  skin  as  highly  important,  as  well  as 
the  condition  of  the  tongue,  in  forming  a 
correct  diagnosis  in   these  maladies.  In 
scarlatina,  the  eruption  appeared  usually  on 
the  sacoud  or  third  day,  and,  in  measles, 
never  till  the  fourth  or  fifth.    The  eruption, 
in  measles,  was  generally  papillary,  and 
horse-shoe  shaped, — never  many  of  the 
eruptions  running  iuto  one  another  in  clus- ! 
ters,  —  which  is  the  case  in  scarlatina,! 
In  measles,  the  temperature  of  the  body  J 
rose  higher  than  in  any  other  coudition, —  j 
much  more  so  than  in  scarlatiua.    He  was 
averse  to  blistering,  and  agreed  with  the 
antiphlogistic  plan. 

Dr.  Gregory  observed,  that  scarlatina 
sometimes  preceded,  sometimes  followed, 
and  sometimes  accompanied,  smallpox.  The 
profession  had  been  informed  by  Mr.  Arnott, 
that  there  was  a  connection,  or  sympathy, 
between  erysipelas,  on  the  external  parts  of 
the  body,  and  the  throat,  with  which  he 
cordially  agreed  ;  and  he  believed  that  scar- 
latina had  its  rudimental  seat  iu  the  throat, 
and  that  the  aftectiou  of  the  skiu  was  merely 
a  symptom,  or  consequence,  of  the  diseased 
condition  of  the  throat.  Hence  the  dropsy 
that  frequently  followed  this  disease,  but  did 
not  follow  measles,  where  the  eruption  of 
the  skin  was  much  more  irritating.  The 
anasarca,  he  believed,  arose  from  an  in- 
creased action,  and  over-irritable  condition, 
of  the  vessels,  than  which  no  condition  of 
dropsy  was  more  under  the  controul  of  me 
dicine  ;  for,  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of 
cases,  patients  recovered.  From  this  he 
concluded,  there  was  no  connection  between 
a  diseased  state  of  the  skin  and  dropsy,  but 
that  the  latter  was  connected  with  u  dis. 


eased  state  of  the  throat.  He  wished  to 
know  from  Dr.  Copland,  how  it  was  that 
the  four  most  violent  poisons  so  often  found 
iu  the  human  system,  always  attacked  the 
throat, — namely,  that  of  lues,  smallpox, 
scarlatina,  and  measles  ! 

Dr.  Copland  could  not  think  Dr.  Gre- 
gory in  earnest,  in  putting  such  a  question 
to  him,  if  he  had  any  expectation  of  its  be- 
ing answered.  Such  an  interrogatory  re- 
quired consideration,  and  he  (Dr.  Copland) 
was  not  willing  to  commit  himself.  Dr. 
Gregory  would  have  to  follow  Nature,  in 
tracing  many  effects  from  given  causes,  and 
there  learn.  (Laughter.) 

Dr.  Webster  spoke  repeatedly,  but 
always  so  inaudibly,  that  he  was  unintelli- 
gible. 

Mr.  Jewel  believed  measles  always  to  be 
ushered  in  with  pulmonic  symptoms,  and 
his  practice  was,  to  attack  the  disease  with 
depletion  generally,  and,  in  most  cases,  the  * 
application  of  blisters.  By  this  plan,  the 
consumption,  which  often  followed  mea- 
sles, was  almost  invariably  prevented.  When 
a  child,  in  a  family  of  many  more  children, 
was  seized  with  scarlatina,  which  was  con- 
tagious, (and  the  throat  always  became  more 
or  less  affected,  wherever  the  slightest  ap- 
pearance existed  of  the  disease  having  been 
communicated  to  other  branches  of  the 
family,)  he  bled  freely;  and,  in  this  way, 
had  almost  invariably  prevented  the  pro- 
gress of  the  contagion.  He  never  hesitated 
applying  blisters,  even  where  the  eruption 
was  full  on  the  skin. 

Mr. North  deprecated  this  practice  ex- 
ceedingly. He  had  often  seen  blisters  re- 
sorted to,  where  the  eruption  was  on  the 
skin,  but  always  with  such  effect  as  to 
have  caused  him  to  make  up  his  mind,  ne- 
ver, whilst  he  existed,  to  apply  a  blister  in 
such  cases.  Me  could  not  bring  himself  to 
believe  that  any  effect  but  the  worst, — 
almost  always  death, — must  follow  the  ap- 
plication of  blisters,  where  the  skin  was  in 
the  condition  alluded  to.  The  most  promi- 
nent distinguishing  features  between  mea- 
sles and  scarlatina  were,  that,  in  scarlet 
fever,  there  is  an  eillorescent  appearance 
over  the  body  generally,  yet  parts  of  it  re- 
main without  the  appearance  ;  whereas,  in 
measles,  generally,  the  body  presented 
specks,  ami  which  never  ran  into  an  efflo- 
rescent state  :  these  specks  were  never  seen 
in  scarlatina.  He,  with  the  majority  of 
the  Society,  agreed  in  the  propriety  of 
adopting  the  antiphlogistic  plan. 
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OPENING  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SESSION  IN 
DUBLIN. 

That  portion  of  the  medical  year  usually 
devoted  in  Dublin  to  introductory  lectures, 
terminates  with  this  day.  Though  marked 
by  few  circumstances  demanding  especial 
observation,  except  that  tbe  number  of  our 
pupils,  and  tbe  exertions  of  our  professors, 
promise  a  perpetuity  of  that  prosperous 
change  in  (he  affairs  of  our  school  announced 
by  us  last  season  ;  still  we  deem  even  these 
few  particulars  of  too  much  importance  to 
pass  over  without  commemoration.  For  our 
provincial  dulness  and  insignificance,  we 
hold,  should  not  deprive  us  of  the  right  of 
making  the  most  of  our  littleness  ;  while,  to 
the  great  luminaries  of  the  seat  of  science 
and  of  empire,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to 
see  how  we  contrive  to  be  stupid  and  com- 
mon place  in  this  distant  part  of  the  realm, 
as  Gulliver  was  aroused  with  the  serious 
trivialities  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lilliput. 
We  shall  present,  for  their  philosophic  re- 
creation, such  features  of  last  fortnight's 
proceedings  as  we  can  conveniently  con- 
dense within  tbe  accustomed  limits  of  one 
of  these  papers,  and  as  appear  to  us  most 
deserving  of  record. 

Mr.  Kirby,  as  you  must  be  aware,  from 
occasional  illustrations  of  his  character  in 
Tub  Lancet,  is  always  first  iu  the  field; 
for,  like  time  and  tide,  he  waits  for  no  man. 
Justly  relying  on  his  own  fertile  resources, 
he  proceeds  to  business  without  any  refe- 
rence to  the  rival  attractions  of  other  thea- 
tres simultaneously  opened  with  his  own. 
On  Monday,  the  .'id  of  November,  therefore, 
being  the  eighteenth  anniversary  of  the  ce- 
lebrated school  of  Peter  Street,  he  pre- 
sented himself  be  fore  a  numerous  auditory, 
proud,  apparently,  of  the  success  and  lon- 
gevity of  this  offspring  of  his  talent  and 
enterprize.  Whether  it  was  owiDg  to  his 
recent  invigoration  by  the  summer  amuse- 
ments, and  the  genial  zephyrs  of  Wicklow, 
of  whose  salutary  influence  his  person  bore 
extensive  traces,  we  know  not,  but  we  rarely 
saw  him  evince,  at  the  commencement  of  a 
winter  campaign,  a  greater  elasticity  of 
motion,  or  a  more  redundant  flow  of  animal 
spirits.  Perhaps,  too,  the  grateful  reflection 
excited  by  seeing  himself  thus  surrounded 
at  the  close  of  so  inaDy  years,  by  so  respect- 


able an  assembly  in  the  scene  of  his  early 
glory,  may  have,  in  no  small  degree,  con- 
tributed to  the  manifestation  of  this  buoy- 
ancy of  demeanour,  and  stimulated  his  feel- 
ings to  a  more  than  ordinary  display  of  tbeir 
strength.    Indeed,  we  could  evidently  per- 
ceive, on  his  entrance,  that  his  look  assumed 
the  expression  of  that  humid  or  lachrymal 
radiance  of  the  eye  described  by  Homer, 
with  which  a  parent  is  wont  to  meet  an  ab- 
sent and  injured  child ;  and  that  his  Hessian 
boots,  in  which  Mr.  Kirby  always  delivers 
his  introductory  lectures,  by  the  volubility 
of  tbeir  movements,  seemed  intent  with 
the  determination  of  treading  in  triumph 
over  the  authors  of  his  persecution.  Nor 
were  we  deceived  ;  Mr.  Kirby  having  come 
prepared  to  proclaim  the  defeat  of  his  oppo- 
nents, and  to  point  out  the  present  flourish- 
ing condition  of  his  school.    He  accordingly 
indulged  largely  in  that  humble  but  proud 
strain  of  eloquence,  uniting  the  pathos  of 
complaint  with  tire  defiance  of  oration, 
which  a  man,  who  is  conscious  of  having 
been  injured,  nnd  is  assured  of  victory,  is  so 
likely  to  employ  in  an  autograph  of  his  own 
exploits.    At  the  onset  of  his  labours,  as  he 
observed,  a  dark  conspiracy,  originating  iu 
the  jealousy  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  was 
formed  to  put  him  down  ;  but,  Anteus-like, 
he  rose  refreshed  from  each  attack,  and  con- 
quered his  enemies  in  despite  of  all  their 
efforts  to  put  him  down.    Corporate  hos- 
tility, however,  was  not  the  only  grievance 
of  which  he  had  to  complain ;   he  subse- 
quently became  the  victim  of  private  plun- 
der, and  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  the 
fruits  of  his  anatomical  industry  conferring 
celebrity  on  an  individual  to  whom  they  did 
not  justly  belong.    The   first    to  teach 
anatomy  on  the  French  system  in  Dublin, 
with  muny  improvements  of  bis  own,  note- 
takers  were  employed  by  a  person  who  waa 
ashamed  of  attending  his  lectures,  and  the 
information  thus  surreptitiously  obtained, 
was  subsequently  published  (there  is  no  use 
in  mincing  the  matter,)  by  Mr.  Harrison, 
Professor  to  the  College  of  Surgeons,  in  his 
late  work  on  the  Surgical  Anatomy  of  the 
Arteries.    Great  as  this  hardship  undoubt- 
edly was,  we  could  perceive  that  Mr.  Kirby 
is  of  a  most  relenting  disposition,  and  that, 
from  the  style  of  his  remonstrance,  he 
seemed  more  than  repaid  for  the  robbery 
committed  on  him,  by  the  pleasure  which 
he  felt  in  contrasting  his  own  scientific 
wealth  with  the  intellectual  poverty  of  his 
plagiarist.    These,  and  a  variety  of  other 
topfes,  of  which  Mr.  Kirby  himself  formed 
the  "  Alpha"  and  "  Omega,"  constituted  the 
substance  of  his  discourse,  and  embellished, 
as  they  were,  in  his  best  style  of  eloquence, 
contributed  to  tbe  obvious  gratification  of 
his  audience. 

While  Mr.  Kirby  was  thus,  like  all  lumi- 
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naries,  revolving,  Mr.  Harrison  was  pre- 
paring to  exhibit  before  the  College  of 
Surgeons,  to  whom,  by  on  arrangement 
among  the  professors  of  that  institution, 
the  duty  of  delivering  the  first  lecture 
was  assigned  this  season.  Mr.  Harrison, 
we  confess,  osUmished  us,  as  much  ns 
Mr.  Kirby  amused.  The  delivrry  of  Ms 
lecture  was  one  of  the  niOBt  extraordinary 
feats  of  memory,  we  ever  happened  to  wit- 
ness. He  spoke  fur  about  on  hour  and 
twenty-live  minutes,  without  manuscript, 
memorandum,  or  any  other  compass,  to 
guide  him  through  this  vast  ocean  of  ver- 
biage, not  missing  a  single  syllable  of  text, 
or  quotation,  prose,  and  poetical  included. 
The  whole  discourse  was  repeated  with  the 
precision  of  a  barrel  orgnu  ;  not  a  look, 
gesture,  or  intonation  of  the  voice,  during 
this  wonderful  effort,  indicating  the  slightest 
lapse  or  labour  of  tlie  memory,  each  word, 
we  are  sure,  having  been  uttered  precisely 
in  the  same  order  it  was  written  and  com- 
mitted by  rote.  Had  Mr.  Harrison,  we 
thought,  lived  in  the  days  of  the  good  old 
kings  of  Celtic  lrelaud,  when  events  were 
preserved  by  tradition,  he  would  certainly 
have  beea  worth  his  weight  of  gold  us  a 
"  Seneossie,"  or  living  history  iu  the  royal 
halls  of  Tara  or  Kinhora.  Genealogies  from 
Milesius,  to  the  most  distant  ramifications 
of  this  royal  stock  ;  descriptions  of  battles 
from  the  hoisting  of  that  awful  signal  of 
Irish  warfare  the  "  Crautara,"  or  burned 
branch  dipped  in  blood,  to  the  destruction 
of  an  entire  sept  ;  and  the  glories  of  the 
chace,  from  the  first  blast  of  the  bugle  to 
the  death-yell  of  the  wolf-dog  over  the 
dying  stag,  would  have  flowed  in  an  un- 
interrupted narrative,  even  to  the  minutest 
particulars,  from  the  lips  of  this  Irish  Tera- 
mora,  for  the  amusement  of  the  Lalla  Kookhs 
and  Abdallnhs  of  the  wigwam  palaces  of 
Ireland.  Had  the  poems  of  Ossian,  indeed, 
been  transmitted  to  us  through  so  retentive 
a  chancel,  the  challenge  of  Dr.  Johnson  to 
Macpherion,  would  have  been  a  piece  of 
down-right  impertinence  ;  for,  conveyed 
down  through  so  faithful  a  chronicler,  the 
aid  of  printing  cr  writing  would  have  been 
an  absolute  superfluity,  in  the  matter,  as 
well  as  in  the  delivery  of  Mr.  Harrison's 
lecture,  a  surprising  power  of  recollection 
was  manifested.  To  us,  it  appeared  to  huve 
been  all  derived  from  without — nothing 
from  within.  In  our  ears  it  sounded  as  the 
confused  ec'io  of  multifarious  impressions 
made  by  extensive  reading,  without  being 
enriched  by  one  idea  deduced  from  original 
inspiration.  Like  the  parody  of  the  mock- 
ing bird,  giving  all  the  variations  of  the 
aviary,  but  without  its  sweelnessor  spirit ; 
it  was  a  tissue  of  philosophical  common- 
places, selected  without  taste,  and  arranged 
without  order.   Nothing,  indeed,  can  be 


more  ludicrous,  than  those  ill-assorted  mix* 
tures  of  thought  and  expression  which  we 
annually  see  compounded  by  mediocrity  of 
talent,  and  flavoured  with  those  common 
essences  of  wit,  deprived  of  their  aroma  by 
frequent  use,  and  supplied  by  a  smattering 
of  literature  from  lying  on  its  surface.  With 
just  enough  of  invention  to  arrive  at  a  cari- 
cature of  a  just  design,  and  of  belles-lettres 
to  clothe  it  in  borrowed  dress,  such  writers 
produce  medleys  of  ideas  and  diction, 
which,  if  composition  were  to  be  valued, 
like  Turkey  carpets  and  mosaics,  for  con- 
trasts of  colour,  it  would  be  beyond  the 
power  of  critic  to  estimate  their  value.  It 
is  nothing  uncommon  to  sen  ths?  speculations 
of  Newton,  and  the  wit  of  Sir  Roger  de 
Coverly  — the  discoveries  of  Sir  Humphry 
Davy,  and  the  humour  of  My  Uncle  'Toby, 
justle  each  other  for  precedence  in  these 
unnatural  combinations  of  the  style  of  senti- 
ment with  the  matter  of  science.  Mr. 
Harrisou's  discourse  was  a  masterpiece  of 
eloquence,  if  these  models  of  mixed  com- 
position be  assumed  as  the  standards  of 
oratory.  With  the  borrowed  wings  of  phi- 
losophy he  soared,  but  the  moment  he  laid 
aside  his  j  iuions,  he  was  floundering  on  the 
earth  again,  and  plentifully  bestrewed  his 
paths  with  those  figurative  forms  of  speech, 
which  bore  much  the  same  relation  to  the 
ornaments  of  genius  as  the  tarnished  flowers 
of  a  milliner's  window  to  the  fresh  pro- 
ductions of  an  April  moraiug.  lie  had 
probably  been  reading,  some  time  ago,  the 
Introduction  to  the  Library  of  Useful  Know- 
ledge, by  Mr.  Brougham,  on  the  Pleasures 
of  Science  ;  and  imagiued  that  while  the 
impression  of  that  curious  paper  was  float- 
ing in  his  mind,  he  was  really  composing 
something  as  good  for  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons. It  was  certainly  pitched  on  the 
same  key,  but  we  need  scurcely  odd  : — 

"  Nam  neque  chorda  sonuni  reddit,  quem 
vult  manus  et  mens, 
Poscentique  gravem  persa*pe  reroittit 
acutum." 

For,  in  this  coincidence,  the  similitude 
ended.  In  justice,  however,  to  Mr.  Harri- 
son, we  should,  perhaps,  as  a  counterpoise 
to  our  own  criticism,  observe  that  his  lec- 
ture was  most  numerously  attended,  listened 
to  with  respectful  attention,  applauded  in 
several  passages,  and,  with  many,  has 
raised  his  character  still  higher  as  a  fluent 
talker,  than  it  had  been  even  before.  Of 
the  tendency  of  the  medical  politics  ad- 
vanced in  the  conclusion  of  his  lecture,  we 
would  not  have  space  to  consider  the  danger 
and  erroneousness,  if  the  relation  in  which 
he  stands  to  the  College,  and  the  gratitude 
which  he  owes  to  its  corruption,  did  not 
render  such  a  task  unnecessary,  by  explaiu- 
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ing  the  motives  of  Lis  servile  doctrine  and 
adulation. 

On  the  day  following  the  Kichmond 
School  opened.  Mr.  Carniichael,  for  what 
reason  we  cannot  positively  assert,  declined 
the  delivery  of  the  introductory  lecture  there 
this  season.  It  is  more  than  probable,  as  has 
been  intimated  in  a  strong  and  well- written 
letter  sigued  •*  Lennox,"  in  a  late  Lancet, 
that  Mr.  Carmichael  has  some  notion  of 
withdrawing  himself  from  a  concern,  for 
performing  the  duties  of  which,  his  other 
professional  avocations  afford  him  little 
time.  Having  been  instrumental,  as  "  Len- 
nox" (whose  statements  are,  we  understand, 
facts)  observes,  in  sending  pupils  to  the 
Richmond  School,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves 
and  this  Journal,  in  whose  representations 
the  public  place  so  much  confidence,  to 
state  that  our  recommendation  of  that 
establishment  was  founded  partly  on  a  con- 
viction of  Mr.  Carmichael  a  capability  of 
communicating  instruction,  and  partly  on  a 
supposition  that  his  kuown  integrity  was  a 
sufficient  guarantee  for  the  performance  of 
any  duties  which  he  might  undertake.  In 
the  latter  hypothesis,  we  perceive  that  we 
have  been  deceived,  probably  for  the  rea 
sons  assigned  above  ;  but  we  must  say  that 
it  is  unworthy  of  Mr.  Carmichael'*  charac- 
ter, to  induce  pupils  to  any  institution  by 
the  high  celebrity  of  his  name,  whom  he 
does  not  intend,  or  rather,  cannot  find  time 
to  instruct.  We  shall  have  no  Stanley  and 
Abernethy  bonds  in  the  hospitals  and  schools 
of  Dublin.  There  is  also  a  vague  report, 
originating  in  a  casual  expression  dropped 
by  him  at  one  of  the  Committees  of  the  Col- 
lege, that  Mr.  Carmichael  has  changed  his 
opinions  on  the  policies  pursued  by  that 
body.  This  we  do  not  believe,  though  we 
can  readily  explain.  Mr.  Carmichael  find- 
ing himself  opposed  by  the  majority  of  the 
College,  may  think  it  more  prudent  to 
stand  out  of  the  current  of  corruption,  than 
to  become  a  martyr  to  it3  force  and  its  tilth. 
The  late  electious  for  the  disposal  of  offices 
in  the  College,  must  have  given  him  a  tan- 
gible intimation  of  the  malignant  effluvia 
which  the  publication  of  his  lecture  on 
medical  education  had  conjured  up  around 
him,  as  the  warmest  and  brightest  sunshine 
is  sure  to  awaken  the  rankest  essence  of  the 
mire ;  and  to  convince  him  that,  however  just 
and  prudent  his  views  have  been,  a  further 
promulgation  of  them  might  not  be  safe  among 
such  company.  Though  abstract  principle 
demands  a  struggle  even  where  victory  is 
dubious,  yet  the  number  and  malignity  of 
Mr.  Carmichael's  opponent*,  afford  at  once 
an  explanation  aud  apology  for  his  silence 
on  the  present  atrocious  proceedings  of  the 
College ;  aud  we  must  remain  content  with 
hearing  the  voice  of  reason  and  liberality 
thus  diowned  in  the  famished  screams  of  a 


parcel  of  p#or,  young,  hungry  members  of 
that  body,  crying  out  from  their  "  first-floor 
lodgings"  for  a  monopoly  of  place  and  prac- 
tice, with  all  the  yearning  ferocity  of  a 
litter  of  young  wolves,  yelling  for  more 
blood  from  their  dens.  In  his  absence  this 
treason,  a  Mr.  Adams,  one  of  the  surgeons 
of  the  Jervis  Street  Infirmary,  delivered  the 
introductory  lecture  at  the  Richmond  School. 
Of  this  gentleman  and  his  discourse,  we 
cannot  pretend  to  speak  with  the  precision 
of  an  actual  observer.  The  day  happened 
to  be  one  of  the  dullest  that  even  Ireland  is 
able  to  produce  ;  and  as  we  always  sympa- 
thize with  the  state  of  the  atmosphere,  never 
attempting,  for  instance,  to  demolish  a  lec- 
turer when  there  is  a  single  cloud  in  the  sky, 
it  may  be  readily  supposed  that  our  "  listless 
length"  was  scarcely  stretched  on  a  bench, 
wheu  oar  eyelids  (which,  however,  are 
«o  extremely  thin,  ihat  we  can  see  imper- 
fectly through  them)  were  hermetically 
sealed.  How  long  we  may  have  remained 
in  this  state,  we  know  not;  but  we  have  an 
indistinct  impression,  like  that  left  by  a 
dream,  that  after  being  roused  a  little  by 
clapping  of  hands  and  scraping  of  boards,  a 
gentleman,  of  rather  short  stature,  with 
black  bushy  hair,  a  degree  of  affrighted  ex- 
pression in  his  looks,  a  few  of  what  we  call 
in  Ireland  "  grog-blossoms "  scattered  over 
his  fuce,  and  dressed  in  a  suit  of  seedy 
black,  entered  the  theatre,  and  proceeded 
to  read  from  a  paper  certain  sentences,  the 
import  of  which  the  unparalleled  rapidity 
of  their  recital  entirely  prevented  us  for 
some  time  from  learning.  Exercising  that 
faculty  of  seeing  and  hearing  while  asleep, 
which  the  constant  habit  of  critical  vigilance 
has  endowed  us  with,  we  endeavoured  to 
catch  the  tenor  of  discourse,  but  all  in  vain, 
until  the  announcement  of  the  name  of  Hip- 
pocrates warned  us  of  the  approach  of  a  his- 
tory of  medicine  for  about  five-nnd- twenty 
centuries,  and  of  the  propriety  of  indulging 
ourselves  in  the  luxury  of  insensibility  to  so 
terrible  an  infliction,  through  the  means  of  a 
sound  sleep.  In  this  happy  state  of  sus- 
pended animation  we  always  continue,  when 
lectures,  which  profess  10  give  an  account 
of  the  healing  art  for  nearly  the  age  of 
the  world  in  one  hour,  are  in  the  progress  of 
delivery;  until  the  name  of  the  «'  immortal 
John  Huuter,"  with  which  these  boobies 
generally  conclude,  strikes  on  our  ear,  and 
assures  that  we  may  safely  venture  to  awake. 
Of  all  that  was,  therefore,  contained  in  Dr. 
Adams'  discourse  between  these  two  rheto- 
rical guides,  Hippocrates  and  John  Hunter, 
we  cannot,  of  course,  pretend  to  speak;  but 
we  presume  it  was  as  bad  as  any  we  ever 
heard  spoken,  and  as  detestably  delivered 
as  any  we  ever  saw,  whether  asleep  or 
awake. 

Our  readers  will  please  to  consider  the 
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interval  of  a  week  as  annihilated,  and  ac- 
company us  on  the  Monday  following  to  the 
theatre  of  anatomy,  in  the  University  of 
Dublin,  to  hear  Dr.  Macartney.  There  is 
this  vast  difference  between  the  Doctor  and 
many  of  his  Dublin  cotemporaries,  that  his 
opinions  are  generally  his  own  ;  his  illus- 
trations derived  from  actual  observation  ; 
his  language  is  artificially  elegant ;  aud  his 
delivery  always  that  of  a  gentleman.  There 
is  no  assumption  of  a  character  foreign  to 
his  habits  :  no  straining  after  effect  through 
clumsy  compilation  ;  aud,  consequently,  al- 
ways  agreeable  by  the  single  but  all- redeem- 
ing virtue  of  simplicity.  The  matter  of  his 
discourse  was  admirably  selected  for  en- 
forcing the  object  which  he  had  in  view — 
the  diminution  of  those  prejudices  which 
exist  in  the  public  mind  agaiust  the  prac- 
tice of  dissection.  A  disquisition  on  orga- 
nic and  inorganic  matter,  and  their  mutual 
transmutations  into  each  other,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  various  systems  of  sepulture 
in  use  among  ancient  and  modern  nations, 
constituted,  it  must  be  admitted,  a  natural 
preface  to  the  proposition  with  which  he 
intended  to  conclude.  The  silly  antipathies 
of  the  public  on  this  subject  were  rallied  by 
all  the  arguments  of  reason,  and  pleasantly 
ridiculed  by  all  that  dry,  quaint  humour,  nnp 
philosophical  anecdote  of  which  Dr.  Macart- 
ney is  so  perfect  a  master.  Preparations, 
exhibiting  the  foul  ravages  of  the  various 
agents  of  decomposition  on  the  human  body, 
in  the  different  forms  of  sepulture,  were 
next  produced,  and  the  comparatively  in. 
offensive  process  of  the  anatomist  contrast- 
ed with  the  disgusting  operations  of  rats, 
maggots,  gradual  putrefaction,  and  all  the 
other  foul  invaders  which  await  us  iu  the 
grave.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  antiqua- 
rian and  scientific  notice  of  the  different 
ways  in  which  we  are  to  be  finally  reduced 
to  our  "  native  earth,"  Dr.  Macartney  drew 
forth,  from  the  glass  pyramid  in  which  the 
preceding  monitors  of  our  mortality  were 
enshrined,  a  roll  of  parchment,  on  which 
was  inscribed  that  resolution  of  himself  and 
others,  consigning  their  bodies  after  death 
to  dissection,  and  produced  by  him  in  his 
execrable  evidence  before  the  Anatomical 
Committee  of  the  Commons.  This  testa- 
mentary document,  signed  by  many  respect- 
able persons,  and  promising  to  render  its 
author  immortal  fur  its  absurdity,  is  but 
one  of  those  whims  with  which  the  Doctor 
sometimes  dilutes  his  more  serious  and  phi- 
losophic pursuits.  Allowing  the  published 
determination  of  a  few  individuals  to  have 
their  bodies  dissected  all  the  influence  which 
such  a  decree  is  likely  to  exert  in  diminish- 
ing the  disgust  excited  by  human  anatomy, 
that  all,  we  fear,  will  be  but  little,  as  long 
as  this  practice  is  coupled  iu  the  public 
miud  with  the  commission  of  cnuie.  The 


time  and  attention,  therefore,  bestowed  on 
this  singular  legacy  would  have,  we  thiuk, 
been  much  better  employed  by  the  Doctor 
in  convincing  the  legislature,  through  peti- 
tions, of  the  necessity  of  dissociating  dis- 
section and  the  gallows  in  the  public  mind, 
for  while  the  one  is  linked  with  the  other 
by  the  law,  argument  may  well  be  sus- 
pended. 

On  the  same  day  the  lectures  of  the  Schotl 
of  Physic  were  given  in  the  theatre  of  Sir 
Patrick  Dun's  Hospital.  They  were  com- 
menced by  the  new  Professor  of  the  Prac- 
tice of  Medicine,  Dr.  Grattau,  the  gentle- 
man on  whom  you  have  so  severely  but 
justly  animadverted  in  a  late  leading  article 
of  The  Lancet.  You  could  never,  indeed, 
suspect,  from  his  youthful  and  timid  ap- 
pearance, that  he  could  have  been  the  au- 
thor of  the  furious  extracts  from  his  letter, 
published  on  that  occasion  ;  or  that,  having 
composed  them,  he  would  ever  have  the 
courage  of  following  them  up  by  a  thorough 
exposition  of  the  abuses  of  the  College  of 
Physician ».  An  extreme  pallor  of  counte- 
nance, marked  by  a  sickly  lividity  under 
the  eyes,  a  broad  and  smooth  forehead, 
spanned  at  the  base  hy  a  pair  of  spec- 
tacles ;  a  very  weak  and  pharisaically  mo- 
dulated voice,  with  a  general  aspect  of 
devotional  abstraction,  would  stamp  him 
rather  as  an  expounder  of  the  Gospel  than 
a  commentator  on  Celsus  or  Culhn.  Had 
Lnvater  been  beside  us,  we  would  expect 
to  find  the  Kev.  physiognomist  taking  down 
Dr.  Uraltan's  face  iu  his  sketch-book,  as  a 
perfect  specimen  of  the  phlegmatic  tempe- 
rament, in  which  the  vis  iiite  was  all  but 
extinguished  in  a  redundancy  of  the  "  hu- 
mours." Though  the  cranioscopical  divine 
would  have  been  justified,  by  appearances, 
in  doubting  the  possibility  of  the  lire,  of 
genius  burning  within  so  watery  a  tene- 
ment, yet  we  could  correct  his  speculations, 
so  far  as  literary  exertion  was  implied  in 
his  prognostication,  hy  assuring  him  that 
the  Doctor,  as  long  as  we  remember,  has 
been  a  most  assiduous  contributor  to  the 
press  in  the  shape  of  letters,  pamphlets,  and 
essays,  on  nil  manner  of  subjects,  profes- 
sional, political,  and  statistical.  His  lecture 
being  on  the  hacknied  subject  of  medical 
history,  we  of  course  exercised  our  peculiar 
prerogative  of  criticising  it  asleep,  andean 
only  say,  that  it  nt  least  had  the  merit  of 
evincing  an  acquaintance  with  the  origin;  1 
authorities  from  which  those  encvclopa-di;  c 
compilations  are  drawn,  which  furnish  in- 
formation to  other  lecturers,  such  as  Mr. 
Adams,  at  second  baud.  How  far  Dr.  Grat- 
tau may  advance  the  reputation  of  that  body 
to  which  he  has  been  so  singularly  united 
we  know  not,  but  were  we  to  conjecture, 
from  this  specimen,  we  would  say,  that 
while  ue  was,  perhaps,  capable  of  instruct* 
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ing  his  pupils  in  all  that  belongs  to  his 
department,  he  dors  not  appear  to  possess 
that  necessary  animation  nod  enthusiasm 
of  manner  to  stimulate  their  industry,  and 
awaken  their  ambition,  to  prosecute  science 
in  its  more  difficult  but  profitable  forms. 

Dr.  Grattan  was  succeeded,  at  a  shoit  in- 
terval, in  the  same  theatre  by  the  Professor 
of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  a  gentleman 
of  a  very  different  appearance  and  cast  of 
mind.  Had  we  not  heen  aware  that  Dr. 
Graves  had  the  supreme  honour  of  being 
born  in  Ireland,  we  would  be  inclined  to 
set  him  down  for  a  native  of  the  South  of 
Europe.  His  colour  is  a  rich  bronze,  or 
brown  olive,  far  too  deep  to  be  burned  on 
by  the  coy  sun  of  Ireland,  which  shrouds 
his  glory  too  often  in  an  impenetrable  veil 
of  clouds  to  darken  the  fair  complexions  of 
his  children.  His  hair  is  of  that  intense  jet 
and  glossy  texture,  which  is  found  to  vege- 
tate in  perfection  in  warmer  latitudes  only  ; 
while  his  keen  block  eye,  sparkling  in  its 
socket,  would  indicate  a  descent  from  some 
more  ardent  regions  than  the  chilly  clime 
of  Ireland.  The  configuration  of  the  coun- 
tenance is  also  too  lengthy,  and  its  diffe- 
rent organs  too  highly  raised  into  "  relief," 
not  to  induce  the  observer  to  suspect,  that 
the  professor  of  these  characteristics  is  a 
stranger,  or  at  least  an  exception  to  the 
fuir,  fleshy  physiognomies  of  his  native 
land.  There  is,  indeed,  an  air  of  foreign 
formation  about  his  whole  aspect,  which 
induces  us  to  believe  that  ihe  family  of  the 
Graves  are  not  sufficiently  long  settled  in 
Ireland  to  be  formed  according  to  the  stand* 
ord  of  the  native  beauty  of  that  country. 
After  passing  through  five  or  six  genera- 
tions more,  they  may  probably  arrive  at  that 
honourable  distinction,  and  appear  indige- 
nous plauts  of  the  soil.  Dr.  Graves,  how- 
ever, has  excited  much  attention,  and  strong 
hopes  of  eminence  in  his  profession,  since 
his  appointment  in  the  School  of  Physic. 
The  course  of  study  to  which  Dr.  Grattan 
has  submitted  himself  for  this  purpose,  in 
some  measure  justified  these  anticipations. 
Having  exhausted  our  British  schools,  lie 
visited  the  continental  seminaries,  and  came 
home  deeply  impressed  with  a  conviction  of 
the  superiority  of  their  system  of  medical 
education,  and  with  a  determination  of  car- 
rying it  into  effect  in  his  native  country. 
An  opportunity  soon  presented  itself  for 
the  accomplishment  of  this  design,  in  his 
appointment  to  the  Meath  Hospital  on  his 
return.  Au  attempt  to  transplant  this  sys- 
tem was  accordingly  made  by  Jiim  ;  but, 
with  all  his  care,  it  has  not,  we.  understand, 
turned  out  a  very  successful  experiment. 
Something  was  certuinly  done,  for  which 
he  is  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  all  who 
take  an  interest  in  the  improvement  of  me- 
dical education.   The  novelty  of  a  regular 


case-book,  and  of  the  delivery  of  occasional 
clinical  return ks,  was  introduced  by  him, 
though  poorlv  executed  in  that  institution. 
As  to  the  other  parts  of  the  German  and 
Italian  system,  particularly  that  of  consign- 
ing a  certain  number  of  patients  to  the  care 
of  more  advanced  pupils,  they  never  were, 
nor  perhaps  ever  can  be  introduced  into  any 
of  our  hospitals,  under  existing  circum- 
stances. J n  Edinburgh,  where  the  closest 
approximation  to  this  excellent  ordinance 
has  been  made,  the  professors  confess  that 
any  further  extension  of  this  mode  of  tui- 
tion is  really  impracticable  among  the  pupils 
and  patients  of  Great  Britain.  The  former 
are  necessarily  a  migrating  body  in  this 
country,  different  parts  of  their  education 
being  acquired  in  different  schools,  so  that 
they  cannot  well  comply  with  any  well- 
organised  plan  of  instruction  ;  and  the  latter 
are,  perhaps,  too  deeply  imbued  with  that 
restive  selfishness,  generated  by  free  poli- 
tical institutions,  ever  to  suffer  themselves 
to  become  the  passive  instruments  of  expe- 
riment for  the  benefit  of  students.  These 
are  obstacles,  to  the  removal  of  which,  even 
the  laudable  zeal  of  Dr.  Graves  could  not 
be  supposed  competent.  He  still,  however, 
persists,  with  the  most  praise -worthy  per- 
severance, in  the  prosecution  of  his  design, 
and  has,  we  are  told,  relinquished,  in  a  great 
measure,  his  private  practice,  since  his  elec- 
tion to  a  professor's  chair,  that  he  might 
have  more  leisure  to  follow  up  his  favourite 
pursuits.  Such  a  disinterestedness,  at  least, 
indicates  that  Platonic  affection  for  science 
which  generally  co-exists  with  the  power 
of  extending  its  boundaries.  His  manner, 
indeed,  during  his  discourse,  struck  us  as 
being  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  enthu- 
siasm of  his  disposition)  and  his  love  of 
communicating  as  well  as  of  cultivating 
science.  He  passed  to  the  professor's  chair 
with  an  alacrity  of  motion,  and  opened  on 
his  audience  in  a  tone  of  impassioned  peru- 
sal from  a  manuscript,  which,  to  persons 
accustomed  to  less  enthusiastic  modes  of 
address,  and  unacquainted  with  his  warm 
tempeiament,  might  be  painfully  startling. 
His  countenance,  naturally  expressive  of 
mu'.-h  latent  emotion,  even  in  a  state  of 
quiescence,  when  thoroughly  excited,  as  it 
then  evidently  was,  by  the  working  of  his 
feelings,  together  with  the  accompaniment 
of  a  husky,  sepulchral  voice,  strained  to  its 
highest  pilch,  and  let  loose  on  his  audience 
without  much  regard  to  modulation,  struck 
us,  we  confess,  with  a  degree  of  surprise,  a 
little  too  electric  to  be  agreeable.  His  de- 
sire to  impress  the  truth  of  his  opinions  on 
his  spectators  was  obviously  too  powerful 
to  be  restrained  by  I113  taste  and  his  judg- 
ment, for,  during  the  whole  of  his  discourse, 
he  swept  over  the  aching  senses  of  his 
auditory  in  a  whirlwind  ef  enunciation,  ex- 
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bibiting  all  fbe  tumult  of  •  storm,  without  I  little  strength.  I  should  be  sorry,  if  I 
its  grandeur  or  its  force.  The  style  of  his '  could,  to  strip  Lennox  of  the  only  advan- 
lecture,  which  was  principally  pliysiologi- j  tage  he  possesses,  his  coat  of  darkness, — it 
cal,  pat  took  a  good  deal  of  the  faulty  man.  j  becomes  the  slanderer  well  ;  bat  I  will  mi- 
ner of  its  delivery.  The  whole  was  pleuli-  i  dertake  to  show,  that  if  he  has  succeeded  in 
fully  interspersed  with  profound  reflections, '  giving  pain  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Carmi- 
wbich,  in  sentiment  and  diction,  might  put ;  chael,  he  owes  it  solely  to  their  having, 
the  three-piled  periods  of  Goldsmith's  Aui-  for  a  moment,  mistaken  "  the  venom  of  the 
mated  Nature,  or  of  Herder's  History  of  shsfl  for  the  vigour  of  the  bow." 
Man,  to  the  blush.  He  dealt,  too,  pretty  ;  The  first  misstatement  I  shall  expose,  is 
largely  in  those  Bowers  of  rhetoric,  or  ela- !  that  in  which  it  is  alleged,  that  Mr.  Carmi- 
borate  figures  of  speech,  so  common  to  Irish  :  chad's  "  days  of  attendance  at  the  Rich- 
writers,  but  which,  in  his  inexperienced 1  raond  Hospital  are  Mondays,  Wednesdays, 
baods,  appeared  to  ns  to  have  been  no  other  '  and  Fridays  ;  but  that,  week  after  week 
than  "potato-blossoms;"  and,  by  way  of  passes,  with  often  but  a  weekly  visit  from 
being  sublime,  alternately  passed  from  earth  him  on  Wednesday — the  operation  and  pub- 
to  heaven,  now  grubbing  out  wonders  from  lie  day."    It  might  fairly  be  concluded. 


the  one,  and  next  soaring  among  the  pro> 
digies  of  the  other.  In  one  of  those  flights 
to  the  stars,  towards  the  conclusion  of  his 
lecture,  we  could  not  help  contrasting  his 
position  in  the  firmament,  searching  for  the 


from  this  statement,  that  Mr.  Carmichael 
had  omitted  to  visit  the  hospital  on  the 
Mondays  and  Wednesdays  of  the  last  year 
nearly  100  times,  as  we  are  plainly  told,  he 
seldom  visits  it  on  those  days.    Now,  Sir, 


sublime,  with  that  of  Professor  Atciphron,  what  is  the  state  of  the  fact?  From  the  1st 
described  by  Mr.  Moore,  in  his  Epicurean,  >  of  November,  18*7,  to  the  1st  of  Novem- 
while  suspended  by  the  brazen  ring  from  her,  1829,  Mr.  Carmichael  was  absent  from 


the  sky,  and  bufietted  about  by  all  the  agents 
of  elemental  strife. 

Of  the  other  introductory  lecturers,  the 
necessarily  hurried  composition  of  this 
sketch  prevents  us  from  taking  any  notice. 
We  shall,  therefore,  merely  state,  for  the 
present,  that  they  were  all  dressed  in  well- 
cut  black-coats,  and  acquitted  themselves 
entirely  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  respec- 
tive audiences. 

Erinensxs. 

Dublin,  Nov.  8th,  1828. 


RICHMOND  SCHOOL,  OVUM*. — M  R.  CAR* 
MICHAFL. 

Ta  the  Editor  o/Thb  Lancet. 

Sir, — I  have  just  read,  in  the  last  Number 
of  The  Lancet,  a  letter  signed  '*  Lennox," 
which  has  given  me  much  concern.  I  am 
sorry  that  your  most  useful  and  excellent 
periodical  should  hare  been  made  the  vehi- 
cle of  such  gross  and  injurious  misrepre- 
sentations as  those  that  letter  contai-as. 
The  impartial  and  independent  character  of 
your  publication  gives  me  the  assurance, 
that  you  will  take  au  eaTly  opportunity  of 
inserting  the  stutement  1  have  to  offer  in 
disproof  of  them. 

It  has  been  well  remarked  by  a  celebrated 
writer,  that  to  him  who  (like  Lennox) 
knows  his  company,  it  is  not  hard  to  be 
sarcastic  in  a  mask  ;  and  that  he  who  wears 
it,  muy,  like  Jack  the  Giaut-Killer,  in  his 
coat  of  darkness,  do  much  mischief  with 


the  hospital,  on  the  days  mentioned,  eleven 
times  ;  and,  to  my  knowledge,  on  either  four 
or  fire  (and  1  believe  all)  of  those  occa- 
sions, he  was  confined  to  his  bed  by  illness. 
I  make  the  above  assertion  on  the  authority 
of  the  signature  book  of  the  hospital,  in 
which  the  surgeons  enter  their  names  at 
each  visit,  and  which,  as  it  lies  every  morn- 
ing  on  the  table  of  the  extern  room,  where 
the  pupils  assemble,  may  be  inspected  by 
any  one  who  wishes  to  test  the  truth  of  my 
assertion.  It  is  notorious,  that  it  is  to  Mr. 
Carmichael,  the  pupils  of  the  Richmond 
Hospital  are  indebted  for  the  original  estab- 
lishment of  regular  attendance  on  the  part 
of  the  suTgeona.  When  Mr.  Belton  acta  for 
Mr.  Carmichael,  it  is,  usually,  to  assist  in 
examining  the  extern  patients.  He  never 
goes  round  the  wards,  except  when  Mr. 
Carmichael's  visit  is  prevented  by  illness*. 
Mr.  Belton  is  a  member  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons ;  he  acted  for  some  years  as  re- 
sident pupil,  or  house  surgeon,  in  the  Rich- 
mond Hospital,  and  is  well  qualified,  in  tbe 
opinion,  I  will  venture  to  say,  of  every  one 
but  Lennox,  to  discharge  the  duties  occa- 
sionally required  of  him. 

Independently  of  the  more  regular  clini- 
cal lectures  given  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  he  is 
in  the  habit  of  slating  to  the  class,  the  dis- 
ease and  treatment  of  each  patient,  as  ho 
'„'oes  round  his  wards,  particularly  when 
strangers  are  present,  lie  does  not,  it  is 
true,  cause  to  be  written  on  a  label  the 
treatment  he  ha3  adopted,  but,  as  he  poes 
round,  he  calls  on  the  resident  pupil,  who 
writes  the  prescriptions,  to  state  aloud  ihn 
medicines  formerly  ordered  in  each  case  ; 
and,  by  these  means,  together  with  the  ex- 
cellent practical  remarks  he  is  accustomed 
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to  moke  at  the  bed-side  of  the  patient, 
affords  all  requisite  information.  If  sur- 
geons of  rank  and  experience  are  of  advan- 
tage to  an  institution,  it  cannot  be  expected 
the}'  will  expend  as  much  time  on  minutia; 
as  their  younger  brethren,  who  have  more 
leisure. 

The  assertion  that  Mr.  Carmichael,  in 
lecturing,  reads  long  quotations  from  his 
works,  is  absolutely  groundless.  He  merely 
opened  one  of  these,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
hibiting the  delineations  of  venereal  cuta- 
neous eruptions.  It  is  natural  for  any  indi- 
vidual to  take  the  same  views  in  his  lec- 
tures that  he  has  taken  in  his  writings.  I 
did  not  mean  to  meddle  with  Lennox's  opi- 
nions at  all ;  but  I  cannot  help  saying,  with 
respect  to  what  he  tells  us  of  Mr.  Carmi- 
chaef,  as  a  lecturer, — in  the  first  place,  that, 
in  my  own  opinion,  and  of  many  much 
more  competent  judges,  his  lectures,  in 
particular  on  stricture  and  venereal  dis- 
eases, are  first-rate;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  critic  has  cut  the  throat  of  his  own  cri- 
ticism, by  the  well-merited  praise  he  has 
bestowed  on  Mr.  Carmichaels  clinical  lec- 
tures. 

The  following  circumstances,  relating  to 
the  changes  in  the  Richmond  School,  may 
possibly  be  secrets  to  Lennox ;  but  I  can 
assure  you  they  are  notorious  among  the 
other  pupils,  and  that  1  have  myself  repeat- 
edly heard  them  openly  avowed  by  several 
of  the  Professors.  Mr.  Carmichael  has 
parted  with  his  share  in  the  school  to 
Dr.  Macdonnell,  late  demonstrator  of  the 
school ;  but  has  consented  to  allow  his  name 
to  remain  amongst  the  surgical  lecturers,  as 
he  will  adroit  the  class  to  his  clinical  lec- 
tures on  venereal  diseases, — the  best,  and 
perhaps  only  lectures,  by  which  the  various 
local  and  constitutional  appearances  nud 
symptoms  can  be  made  known  to  the  pu- 
pils. Mr.  Carmichael  expects  no  reward 
whatever  for  the  instruction  thus  afforded 
them  ;  nnd  the  writer  of  this  letter  has  often 
heard  Mr.  Cnrmichael  declare,  that  his  only 
raott%e,  in  ever  assisting  to  establish  the 
school,  was,  to  use  his  influence  in  the  for- 
mation of  an  establishment,  which  would 
possess  peculiar  locul  advantages,  from  its 
connection  with  the  House  of  industry,  no 
where  to  be  excelled  ;  nnd,  when  he  joined 
it,  his  declaration  was,  tliat,  as  soon  as  he 
conceived  it  to  he  established,  he  would 
cease  to  lecture.  Mr.  Carmichael's  exten- 
sive practice,  nnd  well-known  independ- 
ence, sufficiently  indicated  that  he  could 
have  no  sellisli  views  in  the  trouble  he  has 
imposed  upon  himself,  as  ueither  character 
nor  money  could  be  his  incentive. 

The  lust  of  Lennox's  facts  1  have  to  no- 
tice, is  that  »in  which  he  alleges,  that  the  j 
Richmond  School  is  losing  grouud.    If  the  I 
increasing  number  of  pupils  attending  the 


school  may  be  considered,  as  is  commonly 
supposed,  to  be  a  fair  index  to  its  success, 
the  Richmond  School  has  been  gaining 
ground,  not  only  steadily,  but  rapidly.  As 
regards  past  seasons,  this  is  matter  of  fact, 
known  to  all  who  know  any  thing  of  the 
school ;  and  1  have  no  doubt,  judging  from 
present  appearances,  that  it  will  have  to 
boast  a  larger  class  this  winter  than  it  has 
yet  had.  Lennox  has  perhaps  had  the  sa- 
tisfaction, since  he  wrote  his  letter,  of 
hearing  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  excellent  intro- 
ductory lecture,  exult  in  the  success  of  the 
Richmond  School,  which,  he  said,  "  had 
exceeded  his  most  sanguine  expectations." 
Several  English  students  of  last  year  have 
been  induced,  by  the  advantages  afforded 
them  by  the  School  and  House  of  Industry, 
to  enter  themselves  as  pupils  for  .the  ensu- 
ing season. 

So  much  for  the  "  undeniable  facts "  of 
Lennox.  Of  his  misrepresentations,  but 
two  views  can  be  taken.  They  are  either 
wilful  and  wicked  slanders,  or  he  believed 
them  to  be  true.  If  the  former  be  the  just 
view,  the  conduct  of  Lennox  admits  of  no 
palliation,  and  cannot  be  too  strongly  re- 
probated.   He  must  be 

**  Some  base  notorious  knave,  some  scurvy 
fellow. 

O  Heaven  !  that  such  companions  thou'dst 
unfold, 

And  put  in  every  honest  hand  a  whip, 
To  lash  the  rascal  naked  through  the 
world, 

Even  from  the  east  to  the  west !" 

But  1  would  gladly  hope,  and  am  disposed 
to  believe,  in  spite  of  strong  presumptions 
to  the  contrary,  that  he  has  only  to  answer 
for  the  far  more  venial,  though  still  grove 
offence,  cf  having  published  aspersions,  the 
proof  of  the  falsehood  of  which  lay  easily 
within  his  reach. 

The  utter  refutation  of  his  calumnies 
must  occasion  him  a  mortification,  to  which 
lie*  would  not  have  exposed  himself  if  he 
had  calculated  results  ;  and  I  hope  he  will 
derive  from  it  the  [useful  lesson,  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  caution  and  inquiry,  if  he  should, 
in  future,  feel  disposed  to  dip  his  pen  in 
gall.  1  shall  conclude,  by  recommending 
to  his  serious  consideration  the  advice  given 
to  Lord  Burleigh  by  Maitlnnd,  of  Lething- 
ton,  in  the  quaint,  but  strong  language,  of 
his  time  : — «'  Tak  hede  ze  zny  not  hereaf- 
ter, '  Had  I  wist' — ane  uncomely  Bentence 
to  procede  off  a  wyse  man's  mouth." 

1  have  the  honour  to  he,  Sir. 

Your  most  obedient,  &c. 

Richmond. 

Dullin,  Nov.  6,  18*8. 
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|  all  is  exposed  to  the  glare  of  day,  and  the 
[  blunders  of  those  who  have  hitherto  arro- 
gated to  themselves  the  title  of  heads  of 
the  profession,  have  so  frequently  been 
made  the  subject  of  censure  or  of  ridicule, 
that  these  persons  hove  ceased,  as  was  ma- 
nifest in  the  cue  of  Kdlfe  v.  Stanley,  to 
be  estimated  at  their  own  price  by  the  pub- 
lic. 

Such  is  the  gravamen  of  the  charge  brought 
against  this  Journal,  in  respect  to  the  levity 
wherewith  we  have  treated  the  pretensions 
of  the  M-difant  heads  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion ;  and  we  are  certainly  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  gainsay  the  fact,  however  we  may 
demur  to  the  conclusions  which  our  oppo- 
nents would  draw  from  it.  We  contend, 
that  ridicule  is  not  only  a  fair  weapon  to  be 
used,  generally,  against  false  pretensions, 
but  that  it  is,  in  many  case3,  the  only  in- 
which  this  Journal  has  indulged,  at  the  ex- ,  strument  by  which  the  character  of  pre- 
pense of  some  of  the  most  respectable,  if  i  tenders  can  be  effectually  laid  open  and  ex- 
not  the  most  highly-gifted  professors  of!  posed.  Ridicule  has  been  called  the  test 
"sound  chirurgical  knowledge."  Before  of  truth  ;  and  this  assertion,  properly  un- 
The  Lancet  raised  its  unhallowed  voice  j  derstood,  is  perhaps  not  liable  to  any  sub- 
against  the  medical  powers  that  be,  all  was !  stontial  objection.   Truth  may  be  made  the 


THE  LANCET. 

LanJon,  Saltu  dtvj,  November  VI,  1328. 


Thehe  is  no  charge  which  has  been  more 
frequently  brought  against  Tim  Lancet, 
than  its  wicked  employment  of  ridicule  in 
support  of  opinions,  which,  if  merely  en- 
forced by  reason  and  argument,  without  the 
assistance  of  so  unfair  a  weapon,  would 
never,  it  is  contended,  hove  been  so  exten- 
sively  approved  and  embraced  by  the  pro- 
fession, or  have  created  so  decided  a  change 
in  the  aspect  of  medical  politics.  The 
minds  of  medical  men,  it  is  said,  have  been 
completely  unhinged,  and  the  system  of 
medical  polity  radically  disorganised  by  the 
irreverent  jokes  and  profane  scofTmgs  in 


tranquillity  and  repose.  If  a  hospital  func- 
tionary neglected  his  duties,  or  proved  him- 
self incapable  of  discharging  them,  there 


subject  of  ridicule,  but  we  question  whether 
any  one  signal,  or  memorable  instance,  can 
be  pointed  out,  in  which  tmth  has  been 


vras  no  journal  so  unfeeling  as  to  blazon  ;  overborne  by  ridicule;  and,  if  this  be  the 
forth  his  negligence  or  inaptitude,  or  so  [case,  ridicule  may  undoubtedly  be  con  si - 
vulgar  as  to  insist  that  the  interests  of  a  dered  as  one  of  the  tests  of  truth.  On  the 
professional  gentleman  ought  to  "be  socri- !  other  hand,  abundant  instances  may  be 
ficed  for  the  sake  of  securing  the  lives  or  cited,  in  every  branch  of  human  knowledge, 
health  of  the  destitute  sick.  Five  years  t  to  show  the  capacity  of  truth  to  survive  the 
ago,  medical  journals  were  conducted  upon  If  fleets  of  ridicule.  Few  great  discoveries 
gentlemauty  principles;  a  due  regard  was  have  been  acquiesced  iu,  without  some  strug- 
paid  to  those  gradations  of  rank  on  which  \  gle  in  behalf  of  error,  which  the  new  light 
the  happiness  of  society  mainly  depends, '  has  tended  to  dissipate  ;  and  the  struggle 


and  if  a  few  paupers  were  occasionally  de- 
stroyed in  a  hospital  by  ignorance  or  neg- 


has  generally  been  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  rubbish  which  has  served  as  a 


lect,  no  unprofessional  attempts  were  made  i  foundation  for  a  superstructure  of  error, 
to  shake  the  public  confidence  in  the  skill  Rut  magna  est  vetitu*  et  pr&vaUb'tt ;  the  final 
of  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  operate  on  triumph  of  truth  is  as  certain  as  is  the  in- 
the  objects  of  the  charity.    Journals  were  disposition  of  mankind  to  be  too  speedily 


then  the  screens,  not  the  mirrors  of  what 
was  passing  in  the  medical  world  j  but  now 
No.  i73> 


enlightened,  and  to  be  compelled  to  ac- 
knowledge that  they  have  been  worshipping 

R 
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ignorance,  or  <»ropiricism,  in  the  gari>  of 
science,  as  Ixion  embraced  a  cloud  for  a 
goddess.  Hence  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
the  pretensions  of  men,  which  will  not  stand 
the  test  of  ridicule,— which  will  not  sur- 
vive, and  triumph  over,  the  opposition  that 
may  be  made  to  them  by  a  few  "  paper 
pellets  of  the  braiu^'— are  generally  false 
pretensions.  To  those  who  are  conversant 
with  the  history  of  medical  controversies, 
numerous  examples  of  the  truth  of  this  po- 
sition will  suggest  themselves.  Who  now 
believes  in  the  virtues  of  Sir  Kenelm  Dio- 
by's  sympathetic  powder;  or  in  Mesmer's 
pretended  discoveries  as  to  the  influence  of 
animal  magnetism;  or  in  the  miraculous 
cures  said  to  be  wrought  at  the  tomb  of  the 
Abb6  Paris  ?  These  delusion*  have  seve- 
rally had  their  day;  they  have  been  be- 
lieved, and  attested  by  evidence  as  unex- 
ceptionable sb  that  to  which  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  give  unhesitating  credit ;  but  they 
have  also  been  ridiculed  and  investigated, 
and  are  now  nearly  forgotten.  On  the  other 
hand,  what  effect  has  the  ridicule  with 
which  the  use  of  bark  in  intermittents,  or 


some  of  the  officious  noodles  of  our 
tals— would  be  far  more  ludicrous,  and  more 
directly  calculated  to  bring  the  parties  into 
contempt,  than  any  attempt  which  we  have 
ever  made,  by  dint  of  a  little  persiflage,  to 
point  out  the  true  diameter  of  the  persons 
styling  themselves  the  heads  of  the  pro- 
fession.   Let  us  take,  by  way  of  illustrating 
this  point,  a  case  which  we  believe  is  not 
likely  to  have  escaped  the  memory  of  our 
readers ;  we  allude  to  the  case  which  Dr. 
Hewett,  the  Cambridge  Professor  of  Me- 
dicine, pronounced  to  be  one  of  severe  pe- 
ritonitis, and  in  which,  after  diligently  fo- 
menting the  woman's  abdomen,  he  would 
have  proceeded  to  apply  ferty  leeches  to  the 
part,  but  for  the  unseasonable  protrusion  of 
the  head  of  a  chopping  boy  !    What  com- 
ment could  exaggerate  the  ludicrous  effect 
of  the  bare  statement  of  this  transaction  1 
The  whole  scene  becomes  immediately  pre- 
sent to  the  reader's  imagination;  and  no 
ridicule  which  a  writer  could  cast  on  the 
Doctor's  powers  of  diagnosis  could  possibly 
increase  the  derision  to  which,  as  far  as  his 
obstetric  skill  is  concerned,  the  bare  enun- 


the  great  medical  discovery  of  modern  ciation  of  the  facts  is  calculated  to  expose 
times,  vaccination,  was  originally  assailed,  him.   Of  a  similar  nature  was  Stanley's 


had  on  the  estimation  in  which  bark,  as  a  the- 
rapeutie,  or  vaccination,  as  a  prophylactic 
agent,  is  now  held  in  all  parts  of  the  civi- 


mistake,  as  far  as  the  anatomical  skill  of 
that  hospital  surgeon  and  teacher  of  anatomy 
was  concerned,  in  supposing  a  portion  of 


lized  world?   The  fact  is,  that  ridicule,  \  flint,  of  more  than  an  inch  in  diameter,  and 


while  it  may  be  most  efficaciously  employed 
in  exposing  error,  or  unmasking  raise  pre- 
tension, is,  for  the  most  part,  powerless, 
when  directed  against  truth  or  genuine 
ability.  * 

There  are  many  cases  in  which  the  mere 
enunciation  of  what  a  man  lias  said  or  done 
lias  a  stronger  tendency  to  render  him  ridi- 


situated  at  the  distance  of  nearly  two  inches 
from  his  patient's  entire  patella,  to  be  a 
portion  of  that  patella.'  In  cases  like  these, 
the  facts  themselves  are  of  such  a  nature 
that  no  comment  upon  them  can  alter  the 
impressions  they  are  calculated  to  excite, 
and  against  ridicule,  however  poignant, 
the  party  who  has  rendered  himself  ridicu- 


culous  than  any  comment  which  could  pos-  lous  has  no  reasonable  ground  of  complaint, 
sibly  accompany  the  statement.    A  faithful  Mr. Stanley  threatened  us  with  an  action 


Report,  for  instance,  of  Sir  Anthony  Car- 


for  the  injury  which,  he  declared,  his  repu« 


lisle's  Oration  on  the  Oyster ;  or  of  all  Sir  tation  had  sustained  by  the  comments  which, 
William  Blizard's  extemporaneous  fa-  we  felt  it  our  duty  to  make  on  his  atchieve- 
cetise  touching  Hats ;  or  of  interlocutory  ments  in  the  celebrated  flint  case.  The 
matter  delivered  in  the  course  of  lectures  by  threat,  however,  proved  to  be  mere  brutum 
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and  that  gentleman  had  the  discre- 
tion to  rest  satisfied  with  one  reading  of  the 
lesson  which  ho  and  the  six  hospital  sur- 
geons, who  attempted  to  screen  him  from 
the  consequences  of  his  unskilfulness,  had 
been  taught  fay  a  discriminating  Middlesex 
jury.  What  the  result  would  hare  been,  if 
Mr.  Stanley,  after  having  been  assessed  in 
damages  for  his  unskilfulness,  had  ventured 
to  go  into  a  court  of  justice  to  ask  for  da- 
mages sustained  by  our  remarks  upon  his 
case,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture.  Air. 
Stanley  might,indeed,  have  sustained  some 
pecuniary  damage,  by  the  publicity  given  to 
the  case,  and  so  might  Dr.  Hbwett,  by  our 
notice  of  his  "  pregnant "  case  of  peritoni- 
tis." Few  persons  acquainted  with  the  treat* 
mentof  Mr.  Rolpe  would  care  to  consult  Mr. 
Stanlby  for  an  injury  of  the  knee-joint ;  and 
no  husband,  we  presume,  who  had  heard  of 
Dr.  Hewett  and  the  leeches,  would  willingly 
trust  his  lady,  at  a  certain  interesting  crisis, 
to  the  hands  of  the  Cambridge  Professor  of 
Medicine  ;  but  the  loss  of  the  individual 
in  such  cases  is  the  gain  of  the  public,  and 
is  what  the  lawyers  call  damnum  absque  in- 
jttrid.  The  effect  of  criticism  and  of  ridi- 
cule, where  ridicule  arises  naturally  out  of 
the  subject  matter,  as  applied  to  mala  praxP 
in  surgery  or  medicine,  cannot  be  better 
illustrated  than  by  the  observations  of  Lord 
Ellenbobouoh,  in  the  case  of  Sir  John 
Carr  v.  Hood  and  another  (1  Campbell's  Nisi 
Priut  RepotU,  p.  355),  on  the  use  of  ridicule, 
as  applied  to  despicable  literary  compo- 


One  writer,"  said  that  distinguished 
age,  "  in  exposing  the  follies  and  errors  of 
another,  may  make  use  of  ridicule,  however 
poignant.  Ridicule  is  often  the  fittest 
weapon  that  can  be  employed  lor  such  a 
purpose.  If  the  reputation,  or  pecuniary 
interests  of  the  person  ridiculed  suffer,  it  is 
'  damnum  absque  injuria.'  Where  is  the 
lidebty  of  the  press,  if  an  action  can  be 
maintained  on  such  principles  ?  Is  the 
plaintiff  to  be  indemnified,  by  receiving  a 
compensation  in  damages  from  the  person 
who  may  have  opened  the  eyes  of/ilie  public 
to  the  bad  taste  and  inanity  of  lis  compo- 
sitions ?  Who  would  have  boughythe  works 


of  Sir  Robert  Filmer,  after  be  bad 

f'uted  by  Mr.  Locke  ?  but  shall  it  be  said 
that  he  might  have  sustained  an  action  for 
defamation  against  that  great  philosopher, 
who  was  labouring  to  enlighten  and  amelio- 
rate mankind?  We  really  must  not  cramp 
observations  upon  authors  and  their  works. 
They  should  be  liable  to  criticism,  to  expo- 
sure, and  even  to  ridicule,  if  their  compo- 
sitions be  ridiculous." 

Now  if  ridicule  be  justifiable,  where  it  is 

employed  to  expose  the  true  character  of  a 

literary  composition,  and  to  guide  the  public 

opinion  in  matters  of  literary  taste,  by  how 

much  more  is  it  justifiable,  where  its  object 

and  tendency  are  to  protect  the  health  and 

lives  of  the  community. 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  Introductory 
Lecture  delivered  by  Mr.  Coleman,  at  the 
Royal  Veterinary  College,  in  the  course  of 
which  the  Professor  had  exhorted  the  pupils 
to  be  diligent  in  their  attendance  at  the 
demonstrations,  a  pupil  inquired,  how  he 
could  derive  any  benefit  from  demonstra- 
tions where  there  was  no  demonstrator  1 
The  Professor  replied,  that  Mr.  Sewell  was 
the  demonstrator ;  but,  on  its  being  stated 
that  Mr.  Sewell  had  disavowed  holding  the 
office  ascribed  to  him,  and  on  some  further 
questions  beiug  put  by  tbe  same  pupil,  with 
a  view  to  ascertain  whether  any  competent 
and  regular  demonstrator  was  likely  to  be 
appointed,  the  Professor  declared,  that  be 
would  answer  no  more  questions ;  that  ha 
considered  the  pupil,  who  had  endeavoured 
to  elicit  information  from  him,  beneath  his 
notice ;  and  that  if  the  pupil  was  dissatis- 
fied, and  persisted  in  catechising  him,  he 
(the  Professor)  should  take  measures  to  ex- 
pel him.  This,  as  Sir  John  Brute  says  in 
the  play,  might  be  a  very  good  answer  at 
cross-purposes,  but  it  seems  a  whimsical 
answer  to  be  given  by  a  man  in  Professor 
Coleman's  situation.  A  pupil  pays  his 
twenty  guineas,  and  when  he  inquires  how, 
(seeing  that  there  is  no  demonstrator  at  the 
College,)  he  is  to  obtain  an  equivalent  for 
R  S 
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bis  money  in  instruction,  the  Professor  tells 
him,  if  he  is  dissatisfied,  he  shall  take  mea- 
sures to  expel  him  !  Sir  John  Brute  t  treat-  i 
ment  is,  in  point  of  hardship,  a  case  in 
point  with  the  treatment  of  the  pupils  at 
the  Veterinary  College.  "  A  man  comes  j 
to  my  house,"  says  Sir  John,  **  eats  my 
meat,  lies  with  my  wife,  dishonours  my 
family,  and  when  I  ask  for  a  civil  account 
of  all  this,  Sir,  says  he,  I  wear  a  sword." 
We  can  hardly  suppose  Mr.  Coleman's 
coarse  and  menacing  reply  to  his  pupil's 
inquiry  to  have  been  seriously  intended  ; 
but  if  the  Professor  meant  to  be  jocose,  we 
may  apply  to  him  what  Drydex  said  of 
Jeremy  Collier,  *'  there  is  rather  too  much 
horse-play  in  his  raillery  !" 


We  had  some  reason  to  doubt  the  ge- 
nuineness  of  the  case  detailed,  in  the  let- 
ter from  Glasgow,  signed  Maxwell  C. 
Calder,"  in  our  271st  Number,  p.  191  ; 
but  as  the  letter  also  contained  matter  cal- 
culated to  throw  light  on  the  disgraceful 
system  pursued  at  the  Glasgow  Infirmary, 
which  we  knew,  from  other  sources,  to  be 
correct,  we  gave  insertion  to  the  communi- 
cation. Subsequent  information  has  con- 
firmed our  suspicions,  and  satisfied  us  that 
the  case  was  fabricated,  and  fabricated  for 
the  purpose  of  throwing  doubt  on  other  cases, 
reflecting  discredit  on  the  functionaries  of 
the  Institution  in  question,  which  have  ap- 
peared in  this  Journal,  and  the  accuracy  of 
which  has  been  fully  established.  This 
despicable  manoeuvre  proves  the  miserable 
shifts  to  which  the  Scotch  supporters  of  a 
"  Hole  and  Corner"  system  are  reduced  ;  it 
is  "  a  weak  invention  of  the  enemy,"  which 
must  needs  return  to  plague  the  inventor. 
The  relation  between  the  tditor  of  a  public 
journal,  and  his  correspondents,  is  one 
founded  on  mutual  confidence,  and  on  the 
presumption  that  uo  greater  degree  of  fraud  j 
or  turpitude  need  be  guarded  against,  than 


in  tho  ordinary  transactions  between 
and  man.  Editors  are,  uo  doubt,  peculiarly 
exposed  to  Hhe  chances  of  imposition  ;  but 
in  proportion  to  their  liability  to  be  de- 
ceived, and  to  the  necessity  of  reposing 
confidence  in  the  good  fsith  of  their  corres- 
pondents, is  the  baseness  of  endeavouring 
to  poison  the  channels  of  public  intelli- 
gence. We  cannot  picture  to  ourselves  a 
more  despicable  miscreant,  than  the  man 
who  is  capable  of  fabricating  a  piece  of  in. 
telligence  for  one  Journal,  and  before  the 
ink  is  dry  with  which  he  has  perpetrated 
his  fraud,  composing  for  another  Journal  a 
communication,  complaining  of  the  false- 
hood to  which  his  own  infamy  has  given 
birth. 


Ohetvations  on  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of 
Fracture*  of  the  Upper  Third  of  the  Thigh 
Bone,  and  of  Fractures  of  long  standing ; 
showing  that  Fraclures  of  the  Keck  of  the 
Femur,  and  others  which  occur  in  the  upper 
Third  of  this  Bone,  admit  of  being  united,  so 
as  to  restore  the  natural  powers  of  the  Limb, 
without  Deformity  or  Lameness,  $c.  fyc.  By 
Jusee-ij  Ameshury,  Esq.  London.  T.  and 
G.  Underwood;  1828.    8vo.  pp.  SI  j. 

Through  the  publicity  which  has  been 
given  in  this  Journal  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  London  Medical  Society,  the  author  of 
the  work  before  us  is  well  known  to  the 
profession  as  the  inventor  of  an  ingenious 
apparatus  for  the  treatment  of  fractures  of 
the  lower  extremities.  He  now  brings  for- 
ward the  results  of  his  experience  in  the  use 
of  the  machinery  in  question.  If  Mr. 
Amesburv  needed  any  apology  for  devoting 
his  especial  attention  to  fractures  of  the 
thigh,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  confessions  of 
every  surgical  writer,  from  the  time  of  Cel- 
sus  downwards,  as  to  the  difhculty  of  treat- 
ing these  accident*  without  deformity.  The 
illustrious  John  Bell,  in  treating  of  fracture 
of  the  femur,  says,  that  "  the  subject  is  of 
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itself  a  study that  it  is  "  of  all  fractures!  Fracture  of  the  Cervix  Femoris  tcithin  the  Cap- 


the  most  difficult  of  cure  ;*'  and  that  "  the 
machine  is  not  yet  invented  by  which  a  frac- 
tured thighbone  can  be  perfectly  secured." 

Tt  will  be  perceived  from  the  title  of  the 
book,  that  the  author  limits  himself  to  a 
consideration  of  fractures  of  the  upper  third 
of  the  thigh  bone,  which  he  arranges 
under  the  following  heads : — fractures  of  the 
cervix  femoris,  fractures  of  the  trochanter 
major,  and  fractures  just  below  the  trochan- 
ter minor.  But  Mr.  Amesbury,  at  the  same 
time  that  he  allows  the  propriety  of  divid- 
ing fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh  into 
two  kinds, — those  which  are  situated  within 
the  capsule,  and  those  which  are  external, 
—contends  that  each  of  the  kinds  advan- 
tageously admits  of  a  subdivision.  He 


"  Those  fractures  which  occur  entirely 
within  the  synovial  capsule,  might  be  divid- 
ed into  fractures  without  any  considerable 
laceration  of  the  close  coverings  of  the  neck 
of  the  bone,  and  into  fractures  accompanied 
with  an  extensive  laceration,  or  complete 
division  of  these  coverings.  Fractures  ex- 
ternal to  the  capsule  might  also  he  divided 
iuto  two  kinds,  one  of  which  is  accompanied 
with  little  or  no  laceiation  of  the  investing 
soft  parts,  and  the  other  with  great  lacera- 
tion, or  complete  division  of  them." 

Fractures  at  this  part  may  also  be  com* 
plete  or  incomplete  j  and  these,  again,  mny 
be  transverse,  oblique,  or  comminuted.  The 
complete  fracture  of  the  thigh-bone,  if 
transverse,  is  usually  situated  against  the 
head  of  the  bone  ;  and  if  oblique,  its  most 
frequent  direction  is  downwards  and  out- 
wards. 

The  subject  of  fracture  of  the  cervix  fe- 
mnris  being  so  highly  important,— one,  in- 
deed, on  which  so  much  attention  has  been 
devoted  during  the  last  few  years, — we 
shall,  in  our  analysis  of  the  present  work, 
closely  follow  the  subdivisions  of  the  au- 
thor, and  thus  carry  our  readers  onwards 
with  him,  throughout  the  whole  course  of 
his  reasoning,  and  detail  of  facts. 


sule,  unaccompanied  by  any  considerable  lace- 
ration  of  the  investing  membranes. 

Of  this  accident  the  author  himself  has  only 
seen  one  instance,  which  occurred  in  a  pa- 
tient who  died  from  organic  disease,  shortly 
after  the  accident.  The  symptoms  of  the 
injury  he  states  to  be  very  obscure ;  the 
patient  may  be  able  to  exert  considerable 
power  in  the  limb  ;  there  is  but  little,  or  no 
shortening;  the  foot  may  or  may  not  be 
everted ;  and,  lastly,  we  may  or  may  not  be 
able  to  elicit  crepitus. 

"  We  must  depend,  in  a  great  measure, 
upon  the  history  of  the  case,  into  which  we 
should  inquire  most  minutely.  A  great  and 
sudden  diminution  of  power  in  the  limb, 
referred  principally  to  its  upper  and  inner 
part,  and  occurring  immediately  after  the 
infliction  of  an  injury,,  of  that  description 
which  usually  produces  fracture  of  thia 
part,  must  be  regarded  as  a  symptom  of 
considerable  importance,  There  is  tender- 
ness in  the  joint,  and  some  pain  experienced 
in  the  soft  parts  in  the  direction  ot  the  pec- 
tineus  muscle,  and  the  tendon  of  the  psoas 
magnus  and  iliacus  internus,  and  sometimes 
iu  the  hollow  behind  the  trochanter.  The 
patient  may  he  able  to  turn  the  limb  in- 
ward or  outward  ;  he  may  be  able  to  bend 
it  upon  the  pelvis,  but  not  without  pain, 
and  u  remarkable  sens«  of  weakness  in  tho 
joint.  The  close  coverings  may  yield  so  as 
to  allow  of  slight  eversion  and  slight  shorten- 
ing of  the  limb.  The  swelling  in  these 
accidents  is  not  likely  to  be  great,  unless 
the  surrounding  parts  are  much  injured  by 
the  blow,  or  other  force,  which  occasioned 
the  fracture.  That  which  occurs  is  con- 
fined principally  to  the  joint.  When  these 
symptoms  exist,  we  might,  I  think,  fairly 
suspect  the  existence  of  a  fracture  ;  but,  in 
order  to  make  ourselves  more  certain,  we 
should  examine  the  limb  very  attentively. 
This  should  be  done,  however,  with  the 
utmost  caution." 

The  fractured  ends  of  the  bone,  in  this 
accident,  being  held  together  by  the  perios- 
teum and  reflected  membrane,  it  is  obvious 
that  these  are  in  danger  of  laceration,  if  the 
limb  be  roughly  and  incautiously  moved^ 
Bending  the  limb  upon  the  pelvis,  bearing 
upon  it,  and  extending  it,  are  therefore 
measures  to  be  avoided. 

The  author  next  proceeds  to  a  consider. ■» 
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ation  of  the  mode  in  which  the  puts  are 
nourished  both  before  nnd  after  the  acci- 
dent, and  he  gives  a  plate  to  illustrate  the 
manner  in  which  the  arteries  ramify  in  the 
periosteum  and  reflected  membrane,  in  u 
direction  from  the  trochanters  to  the  head 
of  the  bone ;  and  a  second  plate  also,  to 
show  the  vessels  taking  the  same  course 
in  the  interior  of  the  bone.  The  arteries 
which  pass  into  the  ligamentura  teres  are 
so  extremely  minute,  that,  as  Mr.  Ames- 
bury  very  correctly  observes,  we  cannot 
suppose  the  head  of  the  bone,  uuder  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  derives  any  consider- 
able nourishment  from  this  source.  Such 
being  the  mode  in  which  the  head  and 
neck  of  the  bone  are  nourished*,  the 
effect  of  a  complete  fracture  of  the  neck 
within  the  capsule  will  be  a  division  of 
those  vessels  which  enter  the  bone  on  the 
trochanter  side  of  the  fracture,  aud,  con- 
sequently,  the  nutrition  of  the  pelvic  por- 
tion will  be,  to  some  extent,  cut  off.— 

p 

Hence  arises  the  important  question,  how 
far  does  the  diminution  of  the  quantity  of 
nourishment,  naturally  sent  to  the  pelvic 
portion  of  bone,  influence  the  reparative 
process  t  The  upper  end  of  the  bone,  we 
admit,  is  placed  under  different  cireum- 
stances  from  a  fractured  end  of  bone  in 
other  situations,  external  to  a  capsule,  be- 
cause, in  the  Utter  oases,  blood  is  equaUy 
distributed  through  each  of  the  ends  ;  still 
we  have  to  consider,  whether  osseous  union 
in  the  former,  is  physically  impossible.  The 
reasoning  employed  by  our  author  on  this 
subject  is  perfectly  just ;  after  stating  that 
it  is  a  general  law  for  fractures  to  unite  more 
or  less  rapidly,  according  to  the  quantity  of 
blood  that  supplies  the  parts,  and  illustrat- 
ing this  position  by  the  difference  in  the 
reparative  process  of  the  young  and  of  the 
old,  he  applies  the  argument  to  the  case 
imraedirtely  in  question. 

Fracture  of  the  Cervix  Femoris  uithin  the 
Synovial  Capsule,  in  which  the  coverings  of  the 
Bone  art  nearly,  or  quite,  divided.— The  symp- 


toms of  this  accident  are  much  more  strongly 
marked  than  where  the  coverings  remain 
nearly,  or  quite,  entire.  The  characteristic 
signs,  enumerated  by  the  author,  are  «s 

follow:— 

"  The  retraction  of  the  limb  is  usually 
from  three  quarters  of  an  inch  to  an  inch  and 
a  half ;  commonly,  however,  in  the  recent 
state  of  the  injury,  it  is  not  more  than  an 
inch.  There  is  eversion  of  the  foot,  at- 
tended with  great  diminution  of  the  powers 
of  the  limb ;  the  patient,  however,  is  still 
able  to  roll  it  inward,  so  far  as  to  bring  the 
foot  from  its  everted  position  high  enough 
to  place  the  limb  in  that  position  which 
might  be  called  supine,  or  in  which  the  ball 
of  the  great  toe  and  the  superior  anterior 
spinous  process  of  the  ilium  are  in  a  straight 
line  with  the  long  axis  of  the  body-  The 
patient  can  also  bend  the  limb  a  little  upon 
the  pelvis,  but  not  without  great  paiu,  when 
the  fracture  is  in  the  recent  state.  lie  ex- 
periences pain  opposite  the  insertion  of  the 
psoas  magnus  and  ilincus  internus,  which  is 
increased  when  the  limb  is  bent  upon  the 
pelvis,  especially  when  it  is,  at  the  same 
time,  adducted  and  inverted.  The  limb 
might  be  readily  drawn  down  to  its  proper 
length,  but,  as  aoon  as  the  extension  is 
discontinued,  it  becomes  again  retracted  ; 
and  might  be  passively  moved  in  every 
direction,  but  not  without  producing  pain. 
When  the  limb  is  rotated,  the  trochanter,  t 
instead  of  moving  in  a  circle,  is  observed  to  \ 
roll,  as  it  were,  upon  a  pivot.  Crepitus  may 
generally  be  felt  when  the  limb  is  drawn 
down,  and  then  rotated,  while  the  head  of 
the  bone  is  fixed  firmly  in  the  acetabulum, 
by  pressing  upon  it  with  the  fingers  over  the 
front  of  the  joint." 

Mr.Amesburyis  of  opinion,  that  although 
eversion  is  most  common,  no  one  position 
of  the  foot  can  be  regarded  as  an  invariable 
attendant  on  fracture  of  the  cervix  femoris. 
He  has  seen  one  instance  in  which  the  foot 
was  upright,  and  he  alludes  to  another 
where  it  was  inverted.  In  respect  to  the 
crepitus,  he  thinks  that  surgeons  sometimes 
fail  to  discover  it,  in  consequence  of  making 
an  imperfect  examination,  omitting  to  draw 
the  limb  downwards,  and  then  to  rotate  it 
while  the  head  of  the  bone  is  fixed  in  the 
acetabulum  by  means  of  the  fingers. 

We  have  already  explained  the  manner 
in  which  the  head  of  the  bone  naturally  re- 
ceives its  supply  of  blood,  and  the  effect  of 
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complete  fracture  through  the  neck  of  the 
hone,  in  cutting  off  a  principal  part  of  this 
supply.  We  endeavoured  to  shew  that  in 
cases  of  fracture  of  the  cervix  feraoris,  when 
the  investing  membrane  remains  entire, 
there  is  still  a  considerable  number  of  blood 
vessels  passing  along  it  to  the  head  of  the 
hone  ;  and  that  these,  together  with  the 
small  branches  of  the  ligamentum  teres,  are 
the  only  sources  of  nutrition  then  left.  But, 
in  the  second  kind  of  accident  described  by 
the  author,  the  vessels  which  pass  along  the 
periosteum  and  reflected  membrane  are  torn 
through,  within  the  osseous  substance  of  the 
neck,  and  consequently  the  head  of  the 
bone  being  insulated  from  the  shaft,  it  can 
only  receive  nutrition  by  the  vessels  of  the 
round  ligament.  This  is  a  point  much  dwelt 
upon  as  an  argument  against  the  union  by 
bone  ;  it  is,  however,  in  our  estimation, 
altogether  inconclusive,  and  we  must  do 


is  our  creed,  and  whosoever  believeth  it  not 
"deserves  to  be  kicked  out  of  the  pro- 
fission." 

We  shall  pass  over  the  detail  of  four 
cases  related  by  the  author,  in  which  os- 
seous union  was  found  to  have  taken 
place,  as  our  readers,  from  the  almost  innu- 
merable discussions  on  the  subject,  are, 
doubtless,  familiar  with  the  particulars. 
We  may,  however,  briefly  remark,  that  the 
case  of  Mr.  Chorley,  of  Leeds,  is  the  most 
conclusive.  In  respect  to  the  question,  how 
far  it  may  be  advisable  to  produce  osseous 
union,  seeing  that  in  (he  four  cases  alluded 
to  there  was  equal  lameness  as  in  those  cases 
where  a  ligamentous  union  has  been  effected, 
Mr.  Amesbury  very  justly  contends,  we  have 
no  right  to  iufer  that  no  better  results  can  bo 
obtained.  The  deformity  which  has  been 
found,  whether  union  had  taken  place  by  the 
intervention  of  ligament  or  of  callus,  arises 


Mr.  Amesbury  the  justice  to  say,  that  he  has  from  absorption  of  the  neck  of  the  bone, 
completely  demolished  the  strong  hold  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  author,  is  not  a 


his  adversaries — he  has  indeed  hooked  the 
probosis  of  the  Surgical  Leviathan. 


necessary  result  of  fracture,  but  commonly 
produced  by  the  irritation  which  is  kept  up 


Two  other  causes  have  been  mentioned  in  the  joiut  from  the  imperfection  of  the 
by  Sir  A.  Cooper,  as  tending,  in  a  minor  de-  treatment  adopted, 
gree,  to  prevent  the  consolidation  of  the 


fractured  ends  of  the  bone,  namely,  *'  want 
of  proper  apposition,  and  the  absence  of 
continued  pressure."  «« To  which,"  says  our 
author,  *'  might  be  added  a  fourth  cause, 
want  of  rest." 

The  ancients  had  a  saying,  *'  Veritas  in 
jnifeo,"  hut  truth,  in  the  present  case,  is  not 
so  deeply  hid.  In  the  "minor  causes,"  as 
they  are  designated,  are  to  be  found  the  true 
for  non-union.  One  plan  of  treat- 
has  been  pursued,  and  one  common 
effect  has  been  observed,  namely,  a  lige- 
mentous,  instead  of  a  bony  union ;  the  in- 
ference attempted  to  be  drawn  is  that  nature 
is  at  fault.  "  Change  your  mode  of  treat- 
ment ;  do  not  blindly  pursue  that  which  has 
confessedly  led  to  evil  results,"  says  Mr. 
Amesbury.  "  No,  (say  the  bigots  and  dog- 
i,)  bony  union  cannot  take  place— this 


Fractures  of  the  Neck  of  the  Thigh  Bone  er- 
ternal  to  the  Capsule,  without  any  considerable 
laceration  of  the  Periosteum. 

"  When  the  fracture,  (says  the  author,)  is 
not  attended  with  laceration,  the  symptoms 
are  so  similar  to  those  which  are  observed 
when  the  bone  is  broken  within  the  capsule, 
without  any  considerable  injury  to  the  close 
coverings,  that  it  will  be  found,  in  many 
cases,  exceedingly  difficult  to  distinguish 
them  from  one  another.  The  best  surgeons 
sometimes  fail  in  their  diagnosis  as  to  the 
situation  of  the  fracture  ;  and  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted with  any  symptoms  accompanying 
this  accident  which  are,  in  every  instance, 
sufficiently  marked  to  enable  the  scientific 
surgeon  to  say  that  the  fracture  is  external 
to  the  capsule." 

Fractures  of  the  Cervix  Femoris,  external  to 
the  Capsule,  with  great  laceration  of  the  sur- 
rounding parts. 

The  symptoms  which  characterise  this 
accident  are  similar,  for  the  most  part, 
to  those  which  accompany  fractures  of 
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the  cervix  within  the  capsule,  attended 
with  laceration  of  tho  close  coverings, 
but  in  oddition  there  is  generally  much 
tumefaction  of  llie  surrounding  parts,  and 
ecchyraosis,  which  rarely  occur  when  the 
fracture  is  entirely  within  the  synovial 
>  membrane.  Inversion  of  the  foot  is  an  oc- 
casional symptom. 

Fractures  of  the  Trochanter  Mitjcr, 

These  are  either  transverse  or  oblique  ; 
they  may  be  complicated  with  fracture  of  the 
cervix  femoris,  and  occasionally  fractures  of 
the  trochanter  major  pass  through  the  femur 
so  as  to  divide  the  neck  of  the  bone  and  the 
trochanter  from  the  shaft,  these  two  parts 
remainiug  naturally  connected. 


MR.  AMESBURY  ON  FRACTURES. 

invented  by  Mr.  Jekraro,  of  Haniton. 
The  remainder  (nearly  one-third)  of  the 
volume  is  occupied  with  observations  on 
the  nature  and  treatment  of  un-united  frac- 
tures.  The  author  is  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  cuuse  of  non-union  is,  for  the  most 
part,  purely  local}  and  in  confirmation  of 
this  he  states,  that  of  fifty-six  cases  of  non- 
union which  he  has  witnessed,  only  four  of 
the  patients  were  iu  a  bad  state  of  health, 
the  remainiug  fifty-two  having  been  robust 
and  vigorous.    Acting  upon  the  belief  that 
the  cause  of  non-union  did  not  exist  iu  the 
constitution,  Mr.  Amesbury  conceived  that 
by  exciting  the  action  of  the  parts,  and  pro- 
ducing absorption  of  the  adventitious  de- 
posit,  he  should  effect  union. 


Fractures  just  below  the  Trochanter  Minor. 

The  upper  portion  of  bone  in  this  case  is 
somewhat  abducted  and  bent  upon  the  pelvis, 
in  some  cases  to  such  an  extent  as  to  form 
nearly  a  right  angle  with  the  lower  portion 

Before  entering  upon  a  consideration  of 
the  treatment  necessary  to  be  pursued  in  the 
various  accidents  previously  detailed,  Mr. 
Amesbury  concisely  investigates  the  merits 
and  demerits  of  the  mechanical  means  usu- 
ally employed  ;  the  short  splints ;  the  double 
inclined  plane ;  Desault's  and  Boyer's  ap- 
paratus.  The  method  pursued  by  Sir  A. 
Cooper,  of  placing  a  rolled  pillow  under  the 
knee,  in  cases  of  fracture  within  the  capsule, 
is  very  well  shown,  by  a  diagram,  to  have  a 
decided  tendency  to  separate  the  broken 
surfaces. 

We  could  not  here  give  an  adequate  written 
representation  of  the  apparatus  which  Mr. 
Amesbury  employs  in  the  treatment  of  frac- 
tures of  the  upper  third  of  the  thigh.  It  is 
enough  to  soy,  that  in  many  respects  it  re- 
sembles the  fracture  bed  of  Harrold  (in  use 
at  St. Bartholomew's  Hospital),  and  that  by 


"  But,  (he  says,)  how  were  these  desi- 
rable objects  to  be  accomplished  ?  It  oc- 
curred to  iue,  that  they  could  not  be  so  well 
effected  by  any  other  plun  as  by  the  influ- 
ence of  local  pleasure.  Strong  pressure 
produces  inflammation  ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  absorption  of  the  parts  which  are 
pressed  upon.  Pressure  I  could  readily  pro- 
duce and  keep  up,  for  an  indefinite  period  ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  maintain  the  parts  in 
a  state  of  quietude,  by  the  contrivances 
already  in  my  possession.  I  now  wanted 
facts  only  to  prove  or  disprove  the  validity 
Q^my  reasouiuj." 

The  results  fully  demonstrated  the  correct- 
ness of  the  reasoning,  for  of  seventeen  cases 
of  non-union  treated  by  the  author,  he  suc- 
ceeded with  sixteen  in  producing  conso- 
lidation of  the  bone.  Six  of  these  instances 
of  non-union  were  of  the  humerus,  two  of 
the  fore-arm,  four  of  the  femur,  and  four  of 
the  tibia. 

From  the  copious  analysis  which  we  have 
given,  our  readers  will,  of  themselves,  be 
enabled  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  value 
of  Mr.  Araesbury's  work.  It  will,  no  doubt, 
be  iu  the  hands  of  every  surgeon,  inasmuch 
ns  all  must  have  felt  the  difficulty  of  treating 
fractures  of  the  upper  third  of  the  thigh-bone* 


varying  thd  angles  it  is  adapted  to  most  of  Time,  the  great  test  of  nil  things,  will  prove 


the  accidents  we  have  described.  Both  of 
these  machines  are,  however,  in  our 
opinion,  far  inferior  to  the  ukvoloble  bed 


whether  the  methods  recommended  by  Mr. 
Amesbury  are  effectual,  and  if  they  should 
so  prove,  a  most  important  desideratum  has 
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been  suppHed  in  a  difficult  branch  of  surgery ;  I  Mr.  Lawrence.  The  patient  was  (he  driver 
tnus  will  the  author  deservedly  rank  as  the  of  a  coal  waggon,  of  rather  sh  >rt  stature, 
improver   of  his  profession,  and,  conse-  ' remarkab,y  muscular  and  stmn„  anA 


quently,  as  the  benefactor  of  mankind.  One 
word  of  parting  advice,  "more  in  sorrow  thau 
in  anger,"  we  must  give  to  Mr.  Ainesbury. 
Let  him  avoid  the  coxcombry  of  affixing  a 
string  of  worthless  titles  to  his  name;  the 
best  are  but  as  «•  sounding  brass  but  we 
apprehend  that  no  possible  respect  can  be 
obtained,  by  calling  himself  »  Consulting 
Surgeon"  to  the  Royal  Union  Association.  It 
would  have  been  better  even  to  have  allowed 
the  r.  i..  m.  s.  of  a  former  volume,  to  remain. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 

List  of  Patients  admitted  under  the  Care  of  Mr. 
Earle,  Nitvemler  0. 

Baldwins  Ward,  No.  1 — Henry  Hroraley, 
setut.  J5,  severe  iufiammation  of  the  ri»-ht 
knee-joint  from  the  blow  of  a  cricket  ball. 

No.  6. — L.  K.,  ictat.  3;>,  gonorrhoea. 

Lusnnn'  Ward,  No.  l.—T.  W.,  lctat,  20, 
gonorrhoea,  aud  excoriation  of  the  inside 
of  both  thighs. 

No.  v.— J.  B.,  sstat.  2.i,  chancres  aud 
gonorrhoea. 

No.  ».— D.  S.,  astat.  22,  bubo  in  the  left 
groin. 

No.  9. — J.  M.,  atat,  18,  extensive  in- 
flammation and  swelling  of  the  coverings  of 
the  penis,  papillary  eruption  over  the  whole 
body. 

No.  11.— W.  C,  aHat.24,  enlarged  glands 
of  the  right  groin. 

Suwell's  Ward,  No.  11.— Mary  Fuller,  jetat. 
30,  hstulo  in  ano. 

No.  10.— S.  S.,  gitat.  50,  sore  throat,  bubo, 
and  mercurial  eruption  over  the  whole  body. 

Elizabeth's  Ward,  No.  1— Mary  Giles, 
aetat.  inflammation  of  the  right  hip- 
joint  from  a  fall.  r 

No.  13.— Sarah  Vtheeler,  astat.  24,  in- 
flamed bursa  of  the  right  knee. 

Patience's  Ward,  No.  4.— M.  R.,  ietat.  18  ; 
No.  o— M.  M.,  wtat.  18;  No.  fj. — K.  J., 
*tat.  19  ;  No.  7.-H.  P.,  *tat.  co;  J\o.  9. 
— M.  H.,  Ktat.  SO  ;  all  wiUi  gonorrheca  and 
excoriations. 


remarkably  muscular  and  strong,  and  ap- 
peared to  have  been  a  hard  worker,  as  well 
as  a  hard  drinker.  Feeling  rather  unwell, 
he  presented  himself  as  an  out  patient  the 
day  before  his  admission  to  the  Hospital 
Iwelve  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  his 
arm,  and  he  fainted.  On  recovering  he 
went  away;  told  to  return  again  on  the°  fol- 
lowing day.  On  Tuesday  he  felt  worse,  and 
was  udmitted.  His  right  hand  presented 
an  erysipelatous  appearance,  with  a  spot  on 
the  back  of  it,  as  if  it  had  received  a  blow  - 
be  was  not  aware  of  its  having  sustained 
nnv  external  injury.  He  was  ordered  to  be 
bled  again  to  sixteen  or  eighteen  ounces  • 
but  twelve  only  were  taken  from  him  by 
the  dresser,  and  twenty-four  leeches  applied 
to  the  hand  and  arm.  He  had  a  dread  of 
being  bled. 

.*>.  Half-past  one  o'clock,  he  has  iust 
been  visited  by  Mr.  Lawrence.   His  coun- 
tenance is  somewhat  wild  and  anxious,  and 
his  mental  faculties  becoming  impaired,  so 
that  it  is  difficult  to  get  n  satisfactory  state- 
ment from  him.    He  says  that  the  first  in- 
convenience ho  felt  in  his  hand  or  arm  was 
on  Sunday.  The  hand  and  fore-arm  are  now 
considerably  swollen  and  inHumed,  The 
dorsum  of  the  hand  seems  inclined  to  slouKh 
to  the  extent  of  about  a  half-crown  piece! 
The  erysipelas  has  spread  over  the  whole* 
of  the  chest  and  abdomen.   The  redness  in 
those  parts,  however,  has  somewhat  a  pa- 
'  pillary  appearnnce,  and  Mr.  Lawrence  has 
not  made  up  his  mind  as  to  its  exact  nature. 
Jongue  brown  and  coated;  pulse  84,  and 
full,  though  compressible.    He  is  evidently 
in  a  very  precarious  state.    Ordered  to  be 
bled  again,  the  bleeding  to  be  regulated  by 
the  state  of  the  pulse,  and  the  opening  medi- 
cine to  be  repeated.    Twelve  ounces  more 
were  taken  from  the  arm  in  the  course  of 
the  afternoon,  and  a  dose  of  calomel  and 
jalap  admin -stared.    He  "became  delirious 
at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  so  out- 
rugeous  that  the  strait  wuiitcoat  had  to  be 
put  on.    At  seven  p.m.,  the  dresser  took ,  as 
he  states,  ten  ounces  of  blood  from  the  tem- 
poral artery.  This,  however,  did  not  appear 
by  the  board  on  the  patients  bed,  (thouqh 
unquestionably  the  temporal  artery  had  been 
opened.)  the  reuson  assigned  behur,  that 
this  portion  of  blood  was  taken  away  by  him 
on  a  visit,  not  official*    A  cold  lotion  was 


FATAL  CASE  OY  ERYSIPELAS,  AND  DEATH. 

John  Pike,  ajtat.  40,  was  admitted  on 
1  uesday  the  4th  inst.  into  No.  6,  Henry  the 
Lighth  a  (back)  Ward,  under  the  care  of 


What  this  means  may  probably  puzzle 
Mr.  H.  to  explain.  Is  it,  at  this  Hospital, 
not  to  be  considered  the  duty  of  the  dressers 
to  attend  the  patients  at  any  aud  every 
moment  the  danger  of  their  situation  may 
require  such  attendance,  and  either  them- 
selves to  adopt,  or  instantly  to  send  for  the 
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kept  applied  dating  the  evening  and  night 
to  the  head.  The  disease  made  rapid  pro- 
press  ;  he  was  exceedingly  violent  through- 
out  the  night;  no  other  remedies  what- 
ever were  resorted  to,  and  he  died  at  half-pant 
eight  on  the  following  morning,  by  which 
time  extensive  sloughing  hoth  of  the  arm 
tod  fore-arm  had  taken  place. 

Pod -mortem  Examination. 

The  hody  was  examined  hy  Mr.  Lloyd,  at 
Lalf-past  one.  The  liver  was  unusually  large, 
and  had  all  the  appearance  of  that  of  a  dram 
drinker's ;  it,  as  well  as  the  kidneys,  was 
firmly  adherent  to  the  adjoining  policies  and 
peritoneum,  hut  the  adhesions  were  decided- 
ly of  a  chronic  nature.  There  was  about 
an  ouuce  of  fluid  within  the  pericardium. 
The  right  auricle  of  the  heart  was  loaded 
with  blood,  and  very  flaccid.  There  was 
more  blood  in  the  several  viscera,  when  cut 
into,  lhau  is  usually  detected  after  death, 
and  the  vessels  throughout  were  much  dis- 
tended. The  arachnoid  membrane  of  the 
Drain  was  opaque,  and  a  small  quantity  of 
bloody  fluid  was  observed  between  it  and 
the  pia  mater.  No  pus,  but  a  considerable 
quantity  of  yellow  fluid,  escaped  on  cutting 
through  the  integuments  of  the  diseased 
arm.  The  superficial  veins  of  this  arm 
seemed  more  hardened  than  natural,  lie 
evidently,  for  a  considerable  time,  had  la- 
boured under  a  large  scrotal  hernia;  the  sac 
was  found  filled  with  omentum. 


CASE  OV  STMPtE  DISLOCATION  BETWEEN  THE 
FIFTH  AND  SIXTn  CERVICAL  VERTEBRAL. 

James  Hulford,  aslat.  42,  a  thick -set 
muscular  man,  was  admitted  into  Pitcaini's 
Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Earle,  on  Mon- 
day evening,  November  10,  at  eight  o'clock, 
with  an  injury  to  the  cervical  vertebrae, 
consequent  on  a  fall  from  a  cart  into 
the  street,  upon  his  head,  while  engaged 
in  levelling  the  grain  with  which  the 
cart  was  loaded.  A  depression  was  felt 
about  the  fifth  cervical  vertebra,  but  no  j 
fracture  distinguishable.  There  was  com- 
plete paralysis  of  the  upper  and  lower  ex- 
tremities, difficulty  of  respiration, which  was 
performed  entirely  by  tbe  diaphragm. 

11.  The  urine  has  been  drawn  off  with 
the  catheter,  and  an  enema  of  soft  soap 
given,  but  no  motion  has  followed.  The  ab- 
domen is  greatly  distended  with  flatus.  Mr. 
Karle  has  endeavoured,  for  a  considerable 
period,  to  stimulate  the  intestines  through 



surgeon,  that  he  may  have  recourse  to  the 
most  active  tteaUneut  the  circumstances 
may  demand  ? 


THfc  VERTEBRA. 

tbe  rectum,  by  galvanism,  as  well  aaby  plac- 
ing the  wire  upon  tbe  dorsum  of  the  tongue, 
but  no  good  effect  has  resulted:  Jviij  of 
blood  have  been  taken  from  the  arm ;  one 
minim  of  croton  oil,  mixed  with  crumb  of 
bread  into  the  form  of  pill,  given  in  the 
forenoon,  and  repeated  in  the  afternoon  ;  but 
still  no  motion.  The  man  died  in  the 
evening. 


CASE    OF    DISLOCATION  AND  FRACTURE  Of 

THE  CERVICAL  VERTEBRiE. 

John  Taylor,  astat.  63,  was  admitted  at  se- 
ven o'clock  on  Tuesday  evening,  the  11th 
iastnut,  into  Powell's  Ward,  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Earle,  also  with  violent  injury  sus- 
tained to  the  cervical  vertebrae  by  a  fall  into 
the  street,  upon  his  head,  from  a  scaffolding. 
He  lingered  till  three  o'clock  on  Thursday 
morning.  He  likewise  became  tympanitic, 
and  had  great  difficulty  in  respiring.  The 
paralysis  here  was  not  so  complete  as  in 
the  former  case.  Enemas  were  resorted  to, 
but  the  bowels  remained  unmoved.  Pria- 
pism attended  both  cases  throughout. 

Pott-mortem  Examination, 

This  was  conducted  so  quietly,  and,  at  such 
an  unusuai  time,  that  we  had  only  an  op- 
portunity of  collecting  the  following  descrip- 
tion of  appearances  irom  Mr.  Earle's  C/t- 
tiiaMe,  on  Friday  evening.  The  first  case  he 
considered  highly  interesting,  inasmuch  as 
it  allowed  a  perfect  instance  of  simple  disloe- . 
at  ion,  without  any  fracture.  The  dislo- 
cation was  between  the  fifth  and  sixth 
cervicnl  vertebrae.  The  calibre  of  the  canal 
was  diminished  to  about  half  its  extent; 
the  medulla  spinalis  was  much  bruiaed,  and 
blood  diffused  into  its  substance  ;  the  mem- 
branes of  the  spinal  marrow  were  uninjured  ; 
there  was  a  rupture  of  the  ligamentum 
fiavum,  between  the  dislocated  vertebra;, 
and  a  small  portion  of  cartilage,  at  the  very 
top  of  one  of  the  oblique  processes,  torn  off ; 
but  Mr.  Earle  could  not  Buppose  this  any 
tiling  liko  sufficient  to  deprive  the  case  of 
the  character  of  a  simple  dislocation  without 
fracture.  Mr.  Lawrence  met  with  a  similar  • 
case  last  year,  and  Mr.  EaTle  thought,  if 
extension  of  the  head  had  been  made,  and 
reduction  effected,  there  might  have  been  a 
chance  of  recovery. 

In  the  last  case,  there  was  a  complete 
fracture,  through  the  articular  processes,  of 
one  vertebra,  and  an  entire  dislocation, 
without  fractuie,  between  the  sixth  and  se- 
venth cervical.  The  fibro-cartiloge  was 
completely  torn  from  between  the  bodies  of 
the  last.  The  spinal  canal  was  not  so  much 
narrowed,  nor  had  the  spinal  marrow  sus- 
tained so  muck  injury,  as  in  the  former  in- 
stance. 
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CASE  OF  VAItlCOSE  ULCER  0?  TIIE  RIGHT  LEO, 
INFLAMMATION  SUPERVtMNO  UPON  VE« 
NESECTION,  AND  DEATH. 

Ann  Tilling,  «tat»  23,  a  servant  from  the 
country,  was  admitted,  October  31,  into 
Faiths  Word,  tinder  tlie  care  of  Mr.  Law- 
rence,  complaining  of  a  small  varicose  ulcer 
on  the  inside  of  the  right  leg.  States  that, 
for  the  last  six  years,  she  has  observed  a 
dilated  vein  on  the  inside  of  the  leg,  and 
that,  for  a  long  period,  a  small  dark  spot, 
which  subsequently  became  the  seat  of  the 
ulcer.    These  never  troubled  her,  nor  occa- 
sioned any  pain,  till  sbout  a  month  ago, 
when,  after  a  hard  day's  washing,  as  she 
was  proceeding  op  stairs  to  bod,  the  dark 
spot  burst  open,  and  a  good  deal  of  blood  fol- 
lowed.   The  haemorrhage  was  stopped  by  a 
gentle  compress  and  bandage.  In  the  course 
of  a  week  she  was  able  to  resume  her  usual 
work.    In  another  week,  the  same  part 
opened  again,  and,  in  the  former  manner, 
the  bleeding  wos  arrested.    In  the  course 
of  a  few  days  subsequently,  the  limb  hav- 
ing become  inflamed  and  painful,  two  dozen 
of  leeches  were  applied,  and  five  grains  of 
calomel,  combined  with  jalap,  were  admi- 
nistered.  Salivation  was  produced,  the  leech- 
bites  uloerated,  and,  ever  since,  great  pain, 
has  been  experienced  when  she  has  been  in 
the  erect  position  ;  therefore  she  has  been 
parti  idly  confined  to  bed.    The  ulcer  is  only 
about  the  size  of  the  disc  of  a  shilling  ;  and 
she  says  about  a  quart  of  blood,  in  the 
whole,  has  been  discharged  from  it. 

Ordered  to  be  bled  ad  3xvj,  to  have  a 
bread -and- water  poultice  to  the  leg,  a  dose 
of  house  medicine,  and  five  grains  of  pil.  hy- 
drorg.  every  night. 

Nov.  1.  Three  grains  only  of  the  pil.  hy 
drarg.  were  given  last  night,  which  have 
produced  salivation  ;  it  is  therefore  discon- 
tinued. The  leg  looks  better,  there  is  less 
best  about  it,  and  it  is  free  from  pain. 


1<* 


2.  Her  mouth  is  very  sore ;  bowels  open 


4.  In  the  morning  the  arm  was  less  swol- 
len and  inflamed,  but,  towards  the  evening, 
it  became  painful  to  the  touch,  and  the  in- 
flammation had  extended.  Twenty  leeches 
were  applied.  The  bowels  are  open,  but  her 
stomach  rejects  the  medicine, 

6.  Has  passed  a  restless  night ;  complains 
of  pain  and  giddiness  in  the  head,  with  ge- 
neral uneasiness.  There  is  some  degree  of 
induration  around  the  puncture  ;  the  inflam- 
mation has  rather  abated ;  there  is  no  in- 
flammation, nor  any  pain,  in  the  foro-artn  ; 
tongue  foul,  and  loaded;  pulse  140.  Calo- 
mel'and  jalap,  and  hydrarg.  c.  creta,  to  be 
taken ;  the  head  to  be  shaved,  and  cold 
lotions  to  be  kept  applied  to  it* 

7.  Has  hod,  last  night,  severe  ri- 
gours. Sixteen  leeches  have  been  applied 
to  the  arm  to-day ;  it  exhibits  a  red  and 
puffy  appearance,  though  there  is  no  cir- 
cumscribed phlegmonous  tumoor.  Com- 
plains of  great  faintness,  and  sinking  at 
the  stomach  ;  the  head  free  from  pain  ;  the. 
tongue  is  furred,  and  dry,  with  a  brown 
crust  on  the  middle,  sorties  of  the  teeth 
and  lips;  pulse  quick,  but  compressible; 
the  countenance  pale  and  clammy,  with 
perspiration.  This  evening  the  former  me- 
dicine has  been  ordered  to  be  discontinued, 
and  five  grnins  of  Dover's  powder  to  be 
taken  immediately,  and  every  four  hours. 

8.  This  morning,  having  passed  a  com- 
fortable night,  felt  much  better.  The  bow- 
els having  been  rather  confined  in  the  course 
of  the  day,  the  common  salt  enema,  with  ten 
drops  of  laudanum,  was  administered,  and 
was  followed  by  green  and  offensive  dejec- 
tions. Towards  the  close  of  the  day  she  has 
complained  much  of  nausea,  but  has  been 
relieved  by  vomiting.  She  has  taken  some 
broth  ;  complains  of  a  little  giddiness  in  the 
head ;  pulse  soft,  and  100  ;  the  arm  seems 
entirely  free  from  inflammation. 

0.  Last^night  was  restless.  Was  mnch 
fatigued  this  forenoon,  by  getting  up  to  have 
the  bed  made.    Pulse  KM).    The  mouth 


the  same ;  complains  of  stiffness  v^ry  dry  ;  the  edges  and  tip  of  the  tongue 


in  the  right  arm,  from  which  the  blood  was 
taken,  and,  indeed,  says,  that  she  fell  a  slight 
pain  in  it  on  the  very  evening  of  the  day  on 
which  venesection  was  performed. 

3.  The  arm,  from  the  orifice  upwards,  is 
inflamed  and  painful ;  pnlse  quick,  tongue 
farred,  and  she  appears  to  be  labouring  un- 

der  symptoms  of  fever.  On  pressure,  a  small  j  Tne  nrm  again  a  little  inflamed,  to  which  ten 
quantity  of  fluid  has  exuded  from  the  ori- ■  leeches  are  to  be  applied, 
flee  of  the  vein.  Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  to 


moist;  she  has  great  thirst.  Complains 
greatly  of  stiffness  in  tho  arm,  and  inability 
to  move  it.    Jtepeat  the  Dover's  powder. 

10.  Has  passed  a  tolerable  night.  Bowels 
rather  relaxed.  Pulse  130.  Feels  pain 
across  her  shoulders.  Has  again  had  rigours. 
Perspiration  over  the  face,  with  thirstiness. 


be  taken  from  the  other  arm ;  the  saline 
mixture,  with  o  drachm  of  the  sulphate  of 
magnesia,  and  half  a  drachm  of  antimonial 
solotion,  every  four  hours,  and  a  bread-and- 
water  poultice  to  be  applied  to  the  inflamed 


11.  The  rigours  have  been  more  frequent. 
The  skin  cool  and  clammy.  Pulse  llf. 
Bowels  have  been  opened  three  or  four 
times.  Discontinue  the  former  medicine, 
and  take  quinine  every  four  hours. 

12.  In  the  morning  she  had  so  far  rallied 
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NO  HERNIA.—"  NEVEY'S  SURGERY." 


that  some  hopes  of  recovery  were  enter- 
tained, but  towards  ni^bt  these  all  vanish- 
ed. The  pulse  has  become  extremely  quick 
and  fluttering  ;  the  brain  oppressed,  and 
she  can  only  answer  questions  with  diffi- 
culty. The  fever  has  assumed  a  typhoid 
type.  In  a  state  somewhat  similar  to  this 
she  lingered  till  four  o'clock,  am.,  on  the 
14th,  when  she  expired. 

Examinat'um  Ten  Hour*  after  Death. 

A  very  Bmall  branch  of  the  vena  tapliena 
was  found  to  communicate  with  the  ulcer  iu 
the  leg.  The  median  basilic  vein  of  the  [ 
right  arm  inflamed,  and  the  calibre  oblite- 
rated for  about  uu  inch  below,  and  nn  inch 
and  a  half  above,  the  puncture.  The  orifice 
of  the  puncture  open.  A  small  quantity  of 
matter  extended  underneath  the  fascia 
covering  the  biceps,  lu  the  vein  accom- 
panying the  brachial  artery,  abscesses  had 
formed  in  various  situations,  from  which 
exuded  small  portions  of  pus  and  blood. 
This  condition,  and  the  inflammation  of  the 
vein,  extend  up  to  within  an  incli  and  a 
half  of  the  axilla.  The  internal  cutaneous 
nerve,  accompanying  the  vein,  greatly  soft- 
ened, and  very  vascular  in  its  substance  at 
the  diseased  portion  of  the  vein.  The  brain 
healthy  ;  a  small  quantity  of  fluid  in  the 
lateral  ventricles,  as  well  as  within  the  peri- 
cardium, and  with  the  exception  of  slight 
inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  small  iutestiues,  no  other  morbid  ap- 
pearance, either  in  any  of  the  veins  or  any 
part  of  the  subject,  was  detected. 

It  is  but  right  to  state,  that  no 
blame  whatever  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
dresser.  There  probably  is  not  a  more 
careful,  attentive,  and  intelligent  dresser 
attending  the  hospital  than  Mr.  Snowden. 
The  laucet  used,  on  the  occasion,  was  per- 
fectly clean,  and  in  the  best  condition.  Mr. 
Lawrence  all  along  stuted,  that  the  symp- 
toms which  followed  the  operation  must 
have  been  owing  to  the  peculiar  condition 
of  the  patient.  He  remembered  having  had 
a  lancet  which  he  prized  very  highly,  in 
consequence  of  its  being  one  of  the  best 
he  ever  had  ;  he  bled  one  lady  ten  times 
with  it,  without  the  slightest  ill  conse- 
quence following ;  and  immediately  after- 
wards used  it,  because  it  was  his  best,  to 
open  a  vein  in  a  gentleman's  arm,  who 
was  afterwards  attacked  precisely  as  the 
above  patient,  and  also  died.  He  had  never 
known  a  case  in  which  inflammation  followed 
venesection,  where  the  patient  hed  re- 
covered. 


GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 


CONTINUATION  OF  THE  **  NO  HERNIA  CASE. 

Tuesday.  Nov.  12.  The  patient  has  had 
no  sickness,  he  is  free  from  pain  in  the  ab- 
domen, except  at  the  lower  part,  which  is 
slightly  tender  ou  pressure  ;  pulse  82  and 

feeble, 

13.  The  wound  is  sloughy  ;  poultices  are 
applied.  The  pulse  coutinues  feeble,  the 
bowels  are  open,  and  there  is  no  pain  of  the 
abdomen,  but  it  is  considerably  distended 
with  flatus.  Ordered  to  take  calomel  and 
opium  at  night. 

11.  1'uUe  104  and  weak  ;  tongue  furred  ; 
bowels  open ;  abdomen  tense  and  tender. 

15  and  1(>.  Much  the  same.  Calomel  and 
opium  are  given  at  ni^ht ;  a  dose  of  aperient 
medicine  occasionally,  and  also  some  "julep 
of  ammonia." 

17.  On  visiting  the  patient  to-day  with 
Mi.  Key,  we  found  that  the  tension  of  the 
abdomen  had  completely  subsided ;  the  pulse 
was  yi,  and  feeble.  On  removing  the  poul- 
tice, there  was  a  discharge  of  matter  from 
the  wound,  which  Mr.  K.  pronounced  to  be 
of  a  feculent  kind,  and  the  assistant  sur- 
geon, ou  sending  it,  confirmed  the  diag- 
nosis of  the  "  senior  surgeon."  The  nurse 
said,  that  she  had  observed  for  the  first 
time,  last  evening,  the  discharge  had  a  ster- 
coraceous  odour. 

18.  Much  the  same.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  surgeon,  that  ulceration  of  the  gut  has 
taken  place  at  the  internal  ring. 


SPECIMEN  OF  "  NF.VF.y's"  SURGERY. 

Edward  Evans,  a?tst.  19  of  scrofulous  dia- 
thesis, was  admitted  into  Luke's  Ward  on  the 
lilth  of  Nov.  under  the  care  of  the  junior 
surgeon.  Upon  examining  him  on  the  day 
after  admission,  we  found  u  tumour  extend- 
ing from  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw  to  a 
short  distance  behind  the  mastoid  process, 
also  extending  upwards  behind  the  ramus 
of  the  jaw.  There  was  nn  evident  fluctua-- 
Hon  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  tumour. 
When  the  junior  surgeon  (with  the  usual 
paucity  of  pupils  who  accompany  him,) 
saw  the  patient  on  the  11th,  he  said  that 
it  was  a  fatty  or  statoniatous  tumour,  and 
that  the  fluid  was  fat.  But  failing  to  con- 
vince the  pupils  against  the  evidence  of 
their  own  senses,  he  punctured  the  swell- 
ing, when  a  considerable  quantity  of  pus 
was  evacuated,  to  the  no  small  amazement 
of  the  operator.  "  Here  is  a  lobe,"  and 
"  there  is  a  lobe"  and  "  here  is  a  lobule," 
were  the  clinical  remarks  of  the  operator* 
A  poultice  was  applied  to  the  wound. 
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CJESARIAN  OPERATION. 


OSPEDALE  SANTA  MARIA  NUOVA/ 
AT  FLORENCE. 


CASE  IN  WHtril  THRC.CSARIAN  OPERATION 
WAS  SUCCESSFULLY'   PERFORM  LD. 

E.  Zrnobini,  setat.  23.  of  a  feeble  consti- 
tution, aud  who,  in  her  childhood,  had  suffer- 
ed much  from  rachitis,  felt,  on  the  11th  of 
May,  the  first  symptoms  of  approaching 
parturition.  The  pains,  within  a  short 
time,  increased  to  an  extraordinary  degree  ; 


Matter  divided  upon  it;  the  peritoneum 
having  thus  been  laid  bare,  it  was  lifted  up 
by  a  sm all  pair  of  forceps,  and  divided  by 
the  scissars,  The  uterus  now  presented 
itself  in  a  contracted  state,  and  was  opened 
longitudiually  by  a  probe-pointed  bistouri  ; 
M.  Michellacci  seized  the  child's  feet  ;  and 
while  Professor  Ueelli,  with  his  hand  in- 
troduced into  the  vagina,  raised  its  head, 
succeeded  in  extracting  it  with  the  greatest 
facility.  The  umbilical  cord  was  divided, 
and  the  placenta  removed  through  tbo 
vagina.  The  child  was  without  ony  signs  of 
life.   The  edges  of  the  wound  were  now 


and,  after  twenty-four  hours,  the  membranes  brought  together,  and  kept  in  this  situation 


burst,  but  without  being  followed  by  the 
expulsion  of  the  child.  After  the  patient 
had  remained  in  this  condition  for  two  days, 
the  midwife,  who  attended  her,  sent  for 
Dr.  Lotti,  who,  after  an  accurate  examina- 
tion, declared  that  the  malformation  of  the 
pelvis/f>revented  delivery  in  the  ordinary 
way;  the  umbilical  cord,  which  had  de- 
scended, being  without  any  pulsation,  he 
inferred  that  the  child  was  dead,  and  in- 
sisted upon  the  patient's  being  immediately 
removed  to  the  hospital,  in  order  to  have 
recourse  to  surgical  aid,  without  any  fur- 
ther delay.  In  the  hospital,  she  was  again 
examined  ;  and  it  having  been  found  that 
tbe  largest  diameter,- from  the  pubes  to  the 
sacrum,  was  not  more  than  three  fingers ; 
the  professors  of  the  surgical  department, 
and  of  the  internal  clinic,  were  sent  for  to 
consult  on  the  best  means  of  delivering  the 
patient.  The  Csssorian  operation  being 
unanimously  resolved  upon,  M.  lassinari, 
one  t>f  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  pu- 
pils of  the  Institution,*  was  chosen  to  per- 
form it  in  the  presence,  and  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Professsors,  MM. 
Ucelli,  Bigeschi,  Betti,  Andreini,  and  Mi 


by  five  sutures  ;  a  tent  was  placed  in  the 
lower  angle,  in  order  to  promote  the  evacua- 
tion of  purulent  matter;  the  wound  was 
covered  with  lint,  and  a  uniting  bandage. 
After  the  operation,  the  patient  was  allowed 
nothing  but  fluids.  During  the  following 
night  she  had  a  violent  attack  of  fever,  with 
a  sharp  resistant  pulse,  to  which  tympanitis, 
vomiting,  and  ischuria,  soon  succeeded ; 
the  abdomen  was  very  tender,  and  some 
blood  escaped  from  the  wound  and  the 
vagina.  By  repeated  bleeding,  the  use  of 
ice-water,  and  emollient  clysters,  these 
I  symptoms  were  happily  subdued ;  and,  on 
the  17  th,  the  lochial  flux  began  to  appear. 
From  the  20th,  much  purulent  matter  es- 
caped from  the  wound  and  vagina,  and  t)i£ 
breasts  swelled  and  became  painful.  On 
the  '2 1st,  the  bandage  was,  for  the  first  time, 
removed  ;  the  wound  had  completely  united 
except  at  its  lower  angle,  from  which  tho  - 
tent  was  now  removed.  During  the  fol- 
lowing days,  the  fever  abated ;  the  alvine 
excretions  became  regular,  the  patient  re- 
covered her  appetite,  notwithstanding  which 
the  low  diet  was  continued.  On  tbe  27th, 
the  sutures  were  withdrawn,  erysipelatous 


chelacci.  The  patient  having  been  placed  j  inflammation  began  to  appear  near  the  pubes, 
on  a  table,  M.  lassinari  raised  a  trans-  but  scon  disappeared  again.  The  cicatrix 
verso  fold  of  the  integuments,  between  the  i  became  more  consolidated  ;  on  tbe  8th  of 
umbilicus  find  the  pubes,  and  divided  it  over,  June,  the  patient  was  able  to  leave  her  bed  ; 


and  parallel  wiLh,  the  median  line 


director  was  now  carried  under  the  aponeu- 
rosis of  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  the 

*  It  is  the  praiseworthy  custom  of  our 
i  hospital,  that  all  operations  are  performed 
by  tho  first  pupil  of  the  surgical  depart- 
ment, provided  that  after  several  examina- 
tions, and  after  having  performed  every  sur- 
gioul  operation  several  times  on  the  dead 
subject,  he  has  shown  himself  fully  capable 
of  it.  Of  course  the  youug  operator  acts 
under  our  immediate  direction  and  superin- 
tendence, so  that,  at  the  least  accident,  the 
operation  may  be  terminated  by  the  pro- 
fessor; in  fuct,  he  and  the  operating  pupil 
may  be  considered  as  one  aud  the  same  per- 
son. 1  be  immense  advantages  of  this  prac- 
tice are  apparent;  the  attention  of  the 


aud,  on  the  16th,  she  was  discharged  per- 
fectly cured.— liepertoire  general  d'Anato- 
mie,  ice. 

pupil  is  much  more  attracted  and  fixed  ;  he 
is  obliged  not  only  to  instruct,  hut  practi- 
cally to  exercise  himself;  he  thus  bust  ac- 
quires that  intrepidity,  without  which  no 
surgeon  ought  to  enter  into  his  practical 
career.  If  there  is  any  one  who  loses  by 
this  custom  of  our  hospital,  it  is  the  pro- 
fessor who  renounces  the  honour,  and  takes 
upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  the  opera- 
tion ;  but  we  are  justified  in  asserliug,  that 
to  it  chiefly  we  owe  a  great  number  of  ex- 
cellent practitioners,  and  most  skilful  opera- 
tors.— Anna  di  Ctinica  externa  dell'  T.  e  R. 
arcxymlule  di  Sunta  Maria  Nuova,  del  Pro/asm* 
b'ilippo  Uceili. 
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BATH  UNITED  HOSPITAL. 


THE  BATH  UNITED  HOSPITAL. 

"  I.io.    What's  to  do  ? 

"  Unti.  A  pifce  oi  work  that  will  make  sick  men 
whole."— Jul.  (,'.«».  Act.  II.  tic.  I. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lahcet. 

Sir,— I  take  up  my  pen  to  address  you 
with  considerable  hesitation  and  reluctance, 
the  subject  being  one  that  I  would  willingly 
resign  into  other  and  more  able  hands.  It 
is,  however,  a  subject,  which,  on  the  high 
ground  of  justice  and  humanity,  demands 
exposition  and  redress.  I  allude  to  the 
treatment  of  out-patients  at  the  Bath 
United  Hospital.  Scarcely  a  week  passes 
without  some  application  being  made  for 
my  professional  assistance  to  individuals, 
who  have  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  ob- 
tain, at  the  institution  alluded  to,  that  relief 
from,  or  mitigation  of  their  ailments,  which 
they  had  a  right  to  anticipate.  It  would 
seem,  that  unless  a  case  is  important,  i.  e.,  of 
rare  occurrence,  the  patient  is  generally  con- 
signed to  theeare  of  an  inexperienced  youth, 
under  whose  judicious  management  disease 
commonly  proves  intractable  ;  and  the  pa- 
tient, wearied  with  fruitless  journeys,  often 
from  a  considerable  distance,  has  recourse, 
at  length,  to  privste  professional  aid  ;  the 
distressed  applicants  usually  concluding 
their  appeal,  with  declaring  that  "  they 
would  rather  sell  their  bed*  from  under  them, 
than  again  apply  at  the  hospital."  Surely  this 
is  a  state  of  things  that  ought  not  to  be 
Buffered  to  exist.  That  it  does  exist,  1  assert 
from  my  own  experience,  and  will  illustrate 
my  assertion  by  a  few  cases  hastily  selected 
from  many  of  a  similar  character.  I  was 
lately  called  to  visit  a  female,  in  the  last 
stage  of  carcinomatous  disease  of  the  uterus  ; 
site  was,  in  fact,  so  much  reduced,  as  to  ex- 
pire a  few  days  after  my  visit.  This  woman 
had  attended  regularly  at  the  hospital  from 
the  commencement  of  her  complaint,  yet 
had  never  been  subjected  to  an  examination— 
never  bled,  cupped,  or  leeched,  and  was,  ulti- 
mately, dismissed  with  the  assurance  "  that 
she  would  get  better  as  she  advanced  in  life." 
Dissection  demonstrated  the  fitness  of  this 
subject  for  Oscauder's  operation  ;  the  uterus, 
although  greatly  enlarged,  being  perfectly 
free  from  unnatural  adhesion  to  the  sur- 
rounding parts — not  to  speak  of  the  possi- 
bility of  effecting  a  cure  in  the  early  stage  of 
the  disease,  by  prompt  and  suitable  treat- 
ment,  the  greater  number  of  ruses  termed 
cancerous,  not  being  strictly  so  at  the  com- 
mencement of  diseased  action. 

I  have  also  been  required  to  take  charge 
of  a  case  of  fractured  clavicle,  unreduced  for 
Jive  days,  treated  as  a  bruise,  and  uett  rubbed 
with  a  stimulating  liniment !  by  direction  of 
"  the  young  gentleman"  in  attendance  at  the 

\ 


Bath  Hospital.  And  no  later  than  yester- 
day, a  man  presented  himself  before  me.  his 
mind  in  a  state  of  deep  depression,  his  body 
covered  with  blotches,  and  suffering  from 
nocturnal  pains  in  his  bones — the  result  of  a 
protracted  course  of  mercury,  administered  by 
«'  one  of  the  young  gentlemen"  for  blmorrhaca ! 
These  are  but  a  few  of  the  cases  that  could 
be  mentioned.  That  such  cases  are  not 
confined  to  my  experience,  but  that  other 
practitiouers  in  this  city  have  their  share  of 
the  fruits  of  hospital  mal-practice  and  neg- 
lect, may  be  safely  inferred  from  the  fact, 
that  a  dispensary  is  on  the  eve  of  being 
established  within  a  short  distance  of  the 
hospital,  as  a  matter  of  speculation,  ground- 
ed on  these  very  circumstances. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  patients 
fn  the  house,  if  the  following  case,  which  is 
bruited  about  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 
city,  (Bristol,)  be  substantially  correct,  that 
clnss  have  as  little  reason  to  congratulate 
themselves  on  their  situation,  as  the  out- 
patients. It  is  confidently  affirmed,  that  a 
young  person  in  the  hospital  was  lately 
operated  on  for  stone,  and  died.  A  post- 
mortem examination  demonstrated  the  utter 
impossibility  of  a  stone  being  extracted  by 
the  operation  performed ;  admitting  it  to  have  been, 
what  1  am  informed  it  was  Nor,  a  stone  case, 
for  the  bladder  had  nt*t  been  opened  in  the  opera- 
tion ! !  I  the  instrument  having  passed  on 
one  side  of  that  tiscus.  This  being  the  second 
known  case,  of  a  similarly  unfortunate  kind, 
that  has  occurred  in  the  practice  of  the 
same  operator,  it  has  excited  a  powerful 
sensation,  end  has  called  forth  some  severe 
remarks  (from  a  correspondent)  in  the  Bath 
Journal  of  the  19th  inst,  which  hitherto 
have  been  suffered  to  remain  unanswered. 

It  is  singular  enough,  and  sufficiently  un- 
fortunate, that  some  non-professional-half- 
learned  smatterer,  took  occasion,  a  short 
time  since,  on  the  strength  of  hearing  a  few 
lectures  delivered  over  the  bodyofUilham  the 
murderer,  to  write  an  article  in  your  Journal, 
avowedly  for  the  purpose  of  extolling  the 
Bath  Hospital  surgeons,  and  doubtless  con- 
ceived he  rendered  them  additional  honour^ 
by  celebrating  their  names  in  connexion 
with  what  he  was  pleased  to  consider — their 
peculiar  and  specific  virtues,*  much  after  the 
fashion  of  Scott,  when  alluding  to  certain 
places  in  Liddesdale : 

"  Bilhope  braes  for  bucks  and  raes, 
And  carit  haugh  for  swine, 
And  Tan-as  for  the  good  bull-trout, 
If  he  be  taen  in  time." 
 «  - 

•  "  Of  the  Burgeons,  Mr.  Soden  is  cele- 
brated as  an  ophthalmic  surgeon — Mr.  Wil- 
son Brown  operates  successfully  in  hernia — 
and  Mr.  Norman  in  lithotomy Lancxt, 
Vol.  II.  No.  231.  pp.  368. 
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Thus,  according  to  oar  eulogist— 
Soden's  famed  for  cataract, 

For  hernia  Wilson  Brown— 
And  Norman  for  his  skill  and  tact 
In  cutting  for  tltejtone. 

But  the  subject  is  of  too  serious  a  charac- 
ter to  admit  of  being  treated  with  ridicule. 
That  the  surgical  officers  of  the  Bath  Hospi- 
tal possess  talent  aud  ability,  there  can  Le 
no  doubt ;  that  they  are  men,  and,  being  so, 
fallible,  there  can  also  be  no  doubt.  They  are 
likewise  in  extensive  private  practice,  par- 
ticularly tlie  senior  surgeon.  Undue  haste  ! 
—how  many  excellent  surgeons  have  suffered 
from  it  t  a  minute  more  for  reflection  ! — how 
different,  perhaps,  the  decision !  Hence  the 
propriety  of  that  regulation,  tenaciously  ad- 
hered to  in  the  Bristol  Hospital ;  a  regulation 
which  makes  it  imperative  on  the  surgeon, 
previous  to  performing  any  important  opera- 
tion, to  convene  and  consult  with  his  col- 
leagues. Nay,  each  of  the  surgeons  is  re- 
quired to  enter  his  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  an  operation,  with  his  reasons  for 
entertaining  such  opinion,  in  a  book  kept 
fer(that  purpose.  What  has  been  the  result 
of  this  humane  regard  for  the  safety  of  the 
unfortunate  afflicted  i  this  powerful  check 
on  the  passions,  the  fallibility  of  hu- 
man nature  1  Why,  that  the  Bristol  Hospi- 
tal has  acquired,  and  deservedly  acquired, 
the  reputation  of  being,  in  proportion  to  its 
magnitude,  the  best  conducted  institution  of 
the  kind  in  Europe. 

Let  the  governors  of  the  Bath  Hospital 
take  a  lesson  in  this  particular  from  their 
commercial,  and  less  elegant,  but  equally 
philanthropic  neighbours.  And  let  them,  if 
they  value  the  reputation,  the  prosperity  of 
an  institution  constructed  for  the  noblest 
•f  purposes,  he  watchful  and  vigilant  over 
the  conduct  of  their  officers.  If  those  gen- 
tlemen be  so  extensively  engaged  in  private 
and  lucrative  practice,  as  to  be  unable  to  de- 
dicate that  time  and  attention  to  patients, 
whether  in  the  house,  or  out  of  it,  which 
the  cases  require,  let  them  resign,  and  give 
place  to  others  of  less  splendid  pretensions, 
hut  of  greater  practical  ability.  Nothing  tends 
more  powerfully  to  bring  a  charitable  in- 
stitution into  contempt  than  inattention  and 
neglect  on  the  part  of  its  servants.  And  if 
once  an  impression  to  that  effect  is  imbibed 
by  the  multitude,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
the  most  eloquent  harangues,  delivered  by 
the  most  popular  ministers,  to  restore  to  its 
former  channel  the  stream  of  public  bene- 
ficence. 

In  concluding  these  remarks  on  a  subject 
of  great  local  importance,  I  deaire  to  be 
distinctly  understood,  as  disclaiming  ady  re- 
flection on  private  ox  personal  character. 
For  lite  surgeons  of  the  Bath  United  Hoa- 


tertain  much  respect ;  and  it  would  give 
me  pain,  if  the  observations  which  I  have 
felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  on  public  grounds,  to 
make,  occasion  that  gentleman  a  moment's 
disquietude.  AEA* 
Bath,  Oct.  28, 1828. 


DR.  ULVNDELL 


ON  EXTIRPATION  OP  THE 
UTEBUS. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sin,— The  case  in  which  I  successfully 
excised  a  uterus,  affected  with  malignant 
ulceration,  having  been  admitted  into  your 
Journal  a  few  weeks  ago,  I  beg  leave  to 
make  knowu,  by  the  same  channel,  that  the 
operation  has  now  keen  performed  by  me 
for  this  disease,  in  flour  different  instances ; 
of  these  four  operations,  one  (that  already 
given  to  the  public,)  baa  terminated  favour- 
ably, the  other  three  have  proved  fatal; 
two  of  them  within  a  few  hours  after  the 
womb  was  removed.  In  one  of  the  fatal 
cases,  examination  after  death  was  not 
allowed ;  in  the  other  two,  the  bodies 
were  carefully  inspected  by  Mr.  Green  and 
Nr.  Callaway  in  one  iustance,  and  by  Mr. 
Green  and  Mr.  Morgan  iu  the  other.  No 
uudeaigued  wounds  were  found  iu  the  parts 
contiguous  to  the  uterus.  All  the  four 
cases  were  deemed  hopeless,  unless  the 
help  of  surgery  could  be  interposed. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Bi.undell. 
Great  George  St.  Westminster, 
Nov.  6,  1828 


UNION  STKEET  DISPENSARY. 

As  we  frequently  publish  letters  from 
Physicians,  we  do  not  see  any  reason  why 
we  should  not  insert  a  letter  from  one  of 
their  "  Pnshunts." 

Sur, — I  arnt  much  given  to  riteing  but  as 
I  heard  the  other  day  you  wur  not  afeard  of 
letting  foke  no  there  duty,  wen  they  did 
not  do  the  rite  thing,  I  thort  1  wood  tell 
you  a  little  aboute  docter  Ramage,  who  ia 
doctor  to  the  Union  Strete  Dispessary  for 
Arstrrm.  We  ort  to  be  thare  to  see  the 
docter,  at  twalve  in  the  mornin,  but  you 
may  set  it  doun  for  sartin,  that  he  do  not 
coame  til  nerely  won,  but  keeps  us  wateing 
iu  the  cowld  :  and  we  carnt  help  coffing 
with  owr  arstmas,  aud  wateing  so  long 
in  the  winter  time  is  a  bad  thing  for  us  ; 
hopeing  you  will  put  this  in  your  book. 
1  remane,  yur  umble  Sarvint, 

A  PASIIUNT. 

If  you  make  docter  Ramage  come  a  little 


pital,  individually,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  soner  by  this  you  sartiuly  will  be  corled  the 
with  them,  especially  for  Mr.  Soden,  I  en-  j pore  mans  frend. 
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FRACAS.— M.  BROUSSAIS.-COMETS. 


FRACAS  AT  THE  LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Totht  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sin, — At  the  Ordinary  Meeting  of  the 
Medical  Society,  on  the  10th  instant,  some 
expressions  fell  from  Mr.  Lambert,  iu  re- 
ference to  my  conduct  iu  the  Society,  which 
I  deemed  to  be  offensive,  and  replied  to 
with  some  indignation  : — -Mr.  Lambert  after- 
wards explained,  so,  as  in  my  opinion,  and 
in  the  opinion  of  my  friends  who  were  pre- 
sent on  that  occasion,  to  sufficiently  apolo- 
gise for  the  expressions  in  question: — and, :  party  calumniated,  audi  in  this  respect,  they 
after  the  breaking  up  of  the  Meeting,  upon  ;  prove  themselves  disciples  worthy  oyf^Lhe 
Mr.  Lambert  offering  me  his  hand,  I  did  ,  Jesuitical  school  in  which  ihey  hare  been 
not  hesitate  to  take  it.  Since  that  period,  a  j  educated.  It  is  said  that  since  the  Jesuits 
Report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  '  have  lost  their  ascendancy  in  France,  M. 
appeared  in  The  Lancet,  concluding  with  a  .  Dupau  is  in  a  Btate  of  mental  alienation, 
sentence  or  two  imputing  to  Mr.  Lambert  M.  Miquel  is  as  moribund  as  his  journal,  and 
remarks  upon  my  conduct,  more  offensive  M.  Bousquet  is  in  a  conditiou  nearly  as 


but  after  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which 
Dr.  Roche  has  proved,*  that.out  of  twenty 
of  Dr.  Miguel's  figures  in  this  fable  ■«£  mor- 
tality only  three  were  correct,*!  deeni.'it.hn- 
necessary  to  say  anything  in  refutation  of 
the  statement  in  the  Gazette  de  Sante.  The', 
medical  men,  whop  have  considered  thU 
matter,  know  hovelo  appreciate  the  testi- 
mony of  Doctors  -  Miquel,  Bousquet,  and 
Dupuu.  These  journalists  follow  the  same 
tactics  in  medicine;,  as  the  Quotidienne  pur- 
sues  in  politics  ;  th«y  are  well  aware  that  a 
portion  of  calumny  commonly  sticks  to  the. 


than  those  which  had  called  forth  my  angry 
feelings  ; — leaving  untold  the  explanation 
which  followed.  After  perusing  this  Report, 
I  requested  my  friend  Mr.  Blenkarne  to 
wait  upon  Mr.  Lambert,  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  that  gentleman,  in  the  most  explicit 
manner,  whether  I  was  at  all  mistaken  in 
coucludingthat  a  sufficient  apology  had  been 
made  for  expressions,  which  the  warmth  of 


desperate  as  that  of  the  reverend  fathers, 
since  his  Majesty,  Charles  the  Tenth,  has 
been  pleased  to  reward  the  services  of  M. 
Broussais,  by  nominating  him  an  officer  of 
the  legion  of  honour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  P. 

•  Nouvelle  doctrine  medicale  consideree 


argument  might  have  elicited.  Mr.  Lambert, !  sous  le  rapport  des  Theories  et  de  la  Mor- 
in  the  most  gentlemanly  manner,  assured  !  talitc.    Paiis,  18'.'7. 
Mr.  Blenkarne,  that  my' view  of  the  affair) 
was  perfectly  correct ;  and  that  any  tbin;4 
like  a  personal  insult,  or  demonstration  of 
animosity,  was  altogether  foreign  from  his 
intention. 

Thinking  it  due  to  my  character  to  make 


this  statement,  I  beg  the  favour  of  your  in 
serting  this  lettei  in  the  next  number  of 
yourjourual. 

I  am  Sir,  yours,  &c. 

James  Field. 

Bolt  Court,  Nov.  17,  1828. 


MEANS  OF  DISTINGUISHING  COMETS. 


Dr.  Forster  has  discovered  a  mode  of  dis- 
tinguishing original  from  reflected  light  in 
the  heavenly  bodies,  by  meaus  of  vibrating, 
imperfectly,  achromatic  glasses,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  vary  tlm  inclination  of  their 
(  planes.  This  method  separates  the  original 
light  of  fixed  stars  into  coloured  portions, 
hut  leaves  reflected  light  of  an  uniform,  co- 
lour.   The  test  may  be  applied  to  comets. 


PRACTICE  OF  M.  BltOVSSAIS. 

To  the  Editor  «/'The  Lancet. 

[translation.] 

Sin. — I  always  read  your  excellent  Jour- 
nal with  great  pleasure.  The  spirit  of  can- 
dour and  independence  by  which  it  is  uni- 
formly distinguished,  induces  me  to  hope 
that  you  will  insert  in  your  next  Number, 
some  remarks  u|»on  an  article  in  The  Lan- 
cet of  November  1  j,  p.  198,  taken  from 
the  Gazette  de  Santt  of  M.  Miquel,  purport- 
ing to  be  an  account  of  the  number  of  deaths 
at  the  hospital  of  Yul  de  Grace.  In  this  ac- 
count, M.  /irotissais  is  represented  as  having 
lost  more  patients  than  any  of  his  colleagues; 


BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

A  Pocket  Compendium  of  Anatomy,  con- 
taining a  correct  and  accurate  Description 
of  the  Human  Body.  By  Edward  W.Tuson, 
Lecturer  oa  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  pp. 
289.    8vo.    London  :  Callow  aud  Wilson. 

Memoir  of  the  late  Willinm  Wright,  M.D. 
Fellow  of  t)ie  Koynl  Societies  of  London 
ond  Edinburgh,  &c. ;  with  Extracts  from 
his  Correspondence,  and  a  selection  of  his 
Papers  on  Medical  and  Botauical  subjects. 
8vo.  pp.  4.")6.  Edinburgh  :  Blackwood. 
London  :  J,  Cadell. 

[To  be  coutfuued.] 
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GRAVID  UTERUS,  AND  ON  THE  DI8EASES 
OF  WOMEN  AND  CHILDUF-N. 

DELIVERED  AT  GI'Y's  HOSPITAL  BV 

DR.  BLUNDELL. 


Lecture  VI. 


Lies 


There  are,  gentlemen,  two  grand  variet 
of  genital  structure,  whereby  impregnation 
is  accomplished,— the  hermaphrodite,  and 
that  in  which  the  genitals  are  divided  into 
two  portions,  of  which  either  is  assigned  to 
a  separate  individual ;  whence  the  species 
becomes  divided  into  two  bodies,— the  male 
and  female.  Of  vegetables,  most  species 
are  hermaphrodite  ;  of  animals,  sexual.  Yet 
this  rule  is  not  universal ;  the  worm,  the 
snail,  and  many  of  the  white- blood  animal 
class,  possess,  in  the  same  individual,  both 
the  male  organs  and  the  female  j  and,  among 
vegetables,  the  almond,  the  hemp,  and  the 
tobacco,  are  divided  into  sexes  ;  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  tlie  sexual  apparatus  becom- 
ing elaborated  annually  upon  different  stocks. 

Whether  generation,  however,  be  sexual 
or  hermaphrodisaie,  it  well  deserves  re- 
mark, that  Nature,  almost  universally,  makes 
use  of  two  distinct  substances  for  her  pur- 
poses of  organization  ;  and,  in  vegetables, 
we  have  the  seeds  and  the  pollen  ;  in  ani« 
mals,  the  male  secretions,  aud  those  which 
are  lodged  in  the  ova  of  the  female.  Why  it 
is  that  the  two  forming  substances  should 

after- 
e  new 


thus  be  formed  at  first  apart, 
wards  mingled,  iu  the  formation 


and 
of  til 


sary,  in  order  that  organization  may  be 
effected,  it  has  often  been  inquired  by  phy- 
siologists, whether  it  be  further  requisite, 
in  all  cases,  that  these  two  substances 
should  come  into  contact  with  each  other? 
So  large  a  question  it  is  difficult  to  answer ; 
indeed  we  never  could  obtain  an  absolute 
demonstration  of  the  affirmative,  unless  we 
were  to  make  our  observations  on  almost  all 
the  different  species  of  living  structure. 

The  ova  of  the  frog  are  impregnated  by 
the  male,  after  they  have  left  the  body  of 
the  female,  while  they  are  yet  on  the  verge 
of  the  vagina :  and  1  rembley,  1  think  it  was, 
interposing  an  impervious  texture, — a  sort 
of  trowser,— between  the  genitals  of  the 
two  animals,  found  that,  while  the  rest  of 
the  eggs  were,  productive,  those  which 
issued  from  the  female,  while  this  veil  was 
interjected,  were  incapable  of  producing  ; 
so  that  in  this  animal,  at  least,  of  oviparous 
generation,  impregnation  is  accomplished 
by  an  obvious  contact  of  the  two  substances 
with  each  other. 

By  experiments  on  the  rabbit,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  prove  this  same  principle, 
in  respect  to  viviparous  generation ;  ond  I 
found,  in  the  results  of  those  experiments, 
that,  in  tlie  rabbit,  and,  therefore,  probably, 
in  all  those  structures  which  essentially 
resemble  that  of  the  ruhbit,— perhaps  also 
in  living  bodies  generally, — in  order  that 
a  new  structure  may  be  produced,  the  seme« 
and  the  rudiments  must  come  into  contact 
with  each  other;  and  to  this  conclusion  1 
came,  though  I  set  out  with  a  very  diffe- 
rent persuasion,  derived  from  observations 
made  by  a  man,  to  whose  example  I  owe 
so  much,— my  relative,  Dr.  Haighton  ;  so 
that  it  was  entirely  in  consequence  of  expe- 
riments made,  and  not  from  any  prejudices 
left  on  the  mind  by  the  opinions  of  my  ex- 
cellent and  philosophical  preceptor,  that  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that,  in  the  rabbit. 


structures,'!  am  unable  to  explain.  Is  there!  at  least,  unless  the  male  and  female  sub- 
not,  however,  some  great  discovery  latent  |  stances  are  actually  blended  together,  a  new 
here?    Have  galvanism,  or  electricity,  any 
share  in  the  consideration  of  the  great  l)e 


A  wholesome 


signer  1    Time,  the  discoverer  of  truth  and 
falsehood,  may,  perhaps,  solve  this  import- 
ant question. 
Two  substances  being  geneially  necea- 


structure  cannot  be  produced, 
scepticism  is  one  of  the  eyes  of  Philosophy ; 
the  communion  of  science,  doubt  is  no 


iu 

crime. 


Iu  order  that  you  may  comprehend  these 
experiments  made  on  the  rabbit,  it  is  per- 
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EXPERIMENTS  ON  GENERATION. 


liaps  necessary  to  remark,  that,  in  this  ani- 
mal, the  vagina  is  extraordinary,  both  in  its 
length  and  capacity  ;  so  much  so,  indeed, 
that  when  this  canal  is  full  grown,  the  fore- 
fiuger  may  be  introduced  into  itj  without 
much  stretching,  or  other  injury.  It  should, 
too,  be  further  observed,  that,  in  connection 
with  this  vagina,  she  has  two  wombs,  which 
are  in  form  very  like  the  little  finger,  when 
incurvated  in  this  manner,  aud  perforated 
from  one  extremity  to  the  other;  the  infe- 
rior opening  into  the  vagina  by  a  mouth 
distinct  from  that  of  the  corresponding  ute- 
rus ;  the  superior  receiving  that  oviduct,  or 
fallopian  tube,  which  stretches  from  the 
womb  to  the  ovary,  and  forms  the  channel 
bjr  which  the  two  viscera  are  communicat- 
ing with  each  other.  The  two  wombs,  there- 
fore, rtre,  in  the  main,  distinct  organs.  In- 
stead of  the  os  uteri  being  single,  there  are 
two. 

Well,  now,  in  some  of  the  experiments 
made,  I  opened  the  abdomen,  above  the 
symphysis  pubis,  to  the  extent  of  about  an 
inch,  taking  care,  by  compression,  to  excite 
the  contraction  cf  the  bladder,  so  that  it 
might  withdraw  into  the  pelvis,  and  get 
completely  out  of  the  way.  This  done,  by 
a  little  well-directed  pressure  I  urged  the 
head  of  the  vagina,  with  its  wombs,  through 
the  opening,  the  parts  then  lying  forth  upon 
the  downy  fur  of  the  animal ;  and  all  this, 
when  the  operation  wts  dexterously  per- 
formed, without  occasioning  much  severe 
pain.  The  womb  lying  under  the  eye,  I  then 
divided  it  clean  through,  near  its  mouth,  car- 
rying the  incision  a  little  way  into  the  me- 
sometry  ;  the  divided  portions  of  the  womb, 
immediately  after  separation,  moving  out  of 
apposition,  and  afterwards  healing  in  such  a 
manner  that,  at  the  line  of  division,  the 
canal  of  the  uterus  became  shut  up,  though 
its  structure,  in  all  other  particulars,  re- 
mained healthy  enough.  Alter  this  opera- 
tion, some  of  the  rabbits  died  with  abdomi- 
nal inflammation,  in  the  way  that  these  sni- 
roals  frequently  do  when  no  operation  has 
been  performed  ;  but  others,  and  by  far  the 
greater  number,  recovered  completely,  and 
admitted  the  male ;  when  I  observed,  that 
on  the  side  where  the  uterus  was  not  cut 
through,  the  corpora  lutea  made  their  ap- 
'  pearauce,  and  the  womb  became  thicker, 
and  the  foetuses  were  formed  *,  but,  on  the 
opposite  side,  where  the  uterus  had  been  di- 
vided completely,  no  foetuses  were  formed  ; 
but  corpora  lutea  were  generated,  and,  not  in- 
frequently, the  Womb  was  enlarged  and 
evolved,  and  became  filled  with  water. 
There  were  clear  marks  of  a  generative 
effect,  which  proved  ineffectual,  because 
the  access  of  the  semen  to  the  rudiments  had 
been  intercepted. 

In  another  set  of  experiments,  (for  it 
seemed  good  to  vary  the  circumstance  of 


these  operations,)  an  opening  was  made  as 
before,  and  the  wombs  and  the  vogiua  were 
pressed  through  the  aperture,  [Dr.  Ulun- 
dell  illustrated  his  statements  by  dtagrams] 
and  the  parts  lying  within  reach  ;  instead  of 
dividing  the  uterus,  I  made  an  incision 
through  the  vagina,  about  half  an  inch  be- 
low that  port  wheffc  it  receives  the  two  ori- 
fices of  the  womb.  Several  of  the  animals 
died  from  this  experiment,  which  is  a  much 
rougher  one  than  the  former,  owing  to  the 
large  size  of  the  vttgina  ;  neveitheless,  many 
recovered,  and  were  put  to  the  male,  the 
vagina  being  still  sufficiently  capacious  to 
admit  of  essy  intercourse  ;  but  although,  in 
a  healthy  rabbit, one  single  union,  duriug  the 
heat,  seldom  fails  to  produce  generation  ; 
although  in  some  of  these  animals  desire 
seemed  to  remain  for  days  together,  lively 
and  insatiable,  yet  never  in  one  single  in- 
stance were  new  foetuses  formed  ;  corpora 
lutea  were  generated — the  wombs,  as  in 
extra-uterine  pregnancy,  were  evolved — 
the  waters,  as  before,  collected  in  the  ute- 
rus— the  efforts  of  generation  were  power- 
fully made,  but  the  mutual  access  of  the 
semen  and  rudiments  was  intercepted,  and 
formation  was  tried  in  vain.  But  it  may  be 
objected,  that  sterility  ensues,  from  the  ge- 
neral injury  inflicted  on  the  genitals  in  these 
operations^  and  hot  from  the  intercepted  ad^  1 
cess  of  the  semen  to  the  rudiments  thrsKOttu  ' 
jection,  however,  as  would  he  readily  admit*;  ' 
ted  by  those  who  had  seen  the  experiments?;  to- 
rather  specious  than  sound.  If  the  experi- 
ments are  dexterously  conducted,  much  in-' 
jury  is  not  ultimately  sustained  ;  and  1  know, 
from  experiments  not  to  be  wantonly  re- 
pented, that  wounds  more  severe  may  be 
inflicted  on  these  parts,  without  producing 
sterility,  provided  the  canal  of  the  uterus  is 
not  interrupted.  1  once,  in  the  rabbit,  di- 
vided one  womb  in  two  places,  the  other  in 
three,  in  such  manner,  however,  that  when 
tlie  parts  became  re-united,  the  uterine  ca- 
ual  was  renewed,  and,  after  the  very  first  in- 
tercourse, the  animal  produced  as  many  as 
nine  foetuses,  to  be  seen  in  the  preparation 
placed  upon  the  table.  De  it  remembered, 
loo,  that  when  the  vagina  was  divided,  the 
wombs  were  left  totally  uutouched  by  the 
knife ;  and,  moreover,  that  in  both  sets  of 
experiments,  vaginal  and  uterine,  the  for- 
mation of  the  lutea,  the  evolution*  of  the 
uterus,  and  the  accumulation* of  fluids  in  the 
womb,  demonstrated  clearly,  that  the  geni- 
tal system  was  powerfully  excited,  though 
the  excitement  proved  abortive.  Nor  must 
we  forget  that,  when  only  one  uterus  was 
divided,  the  other,  left  untouched  by  the 
knife,  suffered  quite  as  much  as  either  of  the 
wombs  did  under  the  second  set  of  expe- 
riments, in  which  the  vagina  only  was  di- 
vided, and  yet  foetuses  formed  in  this  womb, 
notwithstanding.  Fur  titer,  in  two  of  the 
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vaginal  experiments,  if  so  happened,  that  a  commended,  and  thankfully  undergone, 
re-union  of  the  divided  parts  was  accom-  These  operations,  however,  are  neither  to 
plished,  the  two  portious  being  put  into  be  rashly  commended  nor  condemned.  They 
communication  again,  by  means  of  an  nper- ;  require  in  the  operator  many  qualities.  If 
ture  as  large  as  the  barrel  of  a  crow-quill  ;  the  fullopian  tubes  are  divided  to  ensure 
boththese  animals  became  pregnant,  and  this, !  sterility,  a  small  piece,  say  of  a  line  or  two 
too,  after  little  intercourse,  with  the  male. [  in  length,  ought  to  be  removed,  lest  the 
To  conclude,  these  experiments  were  not  divided  portions  should  again  fall  into  appo- 
Siugle,  but  multiplied  ;  they  were  not  mere  sitiou,  the  canal  becoming  icnewed. 
repetitions,  but  With  varying  circumstance  ; !  It  has  often  been  asked,  whether  the 
they  were  not  discordant,  but  consents-  i  male  fluid  ever  rises  up  to  the  ovary,  or  whe- 
ueous  ;  and  though  I  commenced  my  in- 1  ther  the  mixture  takes  place  elsewhere  1 
quiries  with  a  contrary  prejudice,  they  left;  For  myself,  I  incline  to  think  that,  in  gene- 
me  under  the  full  conviction,  that  in  rabbits  ral,  the  rudiments  and  the  fecundating 
certainly,  and  in  all  animals  of  an al agoua  j  fluid  meet  each  other  in  the  uterus;  for 
generation  probably,  in  order  that  genera- I  the  formation  of  the  lutea,  the  development 
tian  may  be  accomplished,  the  semen  and  |  of  the  uterus,  aud  the  accumulation  of 
the  rudiments  must  come  into  contact  with  •  water  in  the  uterine  cavities,  as  in  the  expe- 
each  other,  In  the  Medico  -  Chirurgical '  riments  narrated,  seem  all  of  them  to  show, 
Trunsactiona,  you  will  And  a  fuller  account  j  that  the  rudiments  may  come  down  into  the 
of  these  experiments.  i  uterus,  without  a  previous  coutact  of  the 

From  these  experiments  we  may  infer,  j  semen.  It  is  certain,  however,  that  the 
that  in  the  rabbit,  corpora  lutea  inny  form  secretions  of  our  sex  sometimes  reach  to  the 
independently  of  the  full  excitement  of  the  J  ovaries.  Kuystb,  who  examined  a  woman 
generative  actions,  and,  therefore,  that  in  struck  dead  by  a  knife  when  in  the  act  of 
this  animal  they  are  not  the  certain  evidences;  adultery,  found  the  fluid  in  the  fallopian 
of  impregnation.  By  the  corpora  lutea,  I j tube  ;  aud  granting  what  cannot,  I  conceive, 
understand  those  appearances  presently  ;  be  denied— 1  mean,  that  there  can  be  no 
demonstrated,  which,  when  impregnation  is  full  formation  of  the  fcetus  without  mixture 
effected  j  seem  to  show  themselves  invaria-  of  the  two  substances,  it  is  clear  that  in 


bly  in  that  part  of  the  o*aryJVom  which  the 
rudiments  have  escaped.  From  these  expe- 
riments we  may  also  infer,  that  mere  ab 


ovarian  pregnancy  .such  deep  penetration 
must  occur.  Perhaps  the  overaction  of  the 
genitals,  and  the  conveyance  of  the  semen 


sorption  of  the  semen  from  the  vagina  by  f  too  far,  may  be  the  exciting  cause  on  which 
means  of  the  lymphatics,  is  insufficient  for  extra-uterine  gestation  depends, 
the  purposes  of  formation.    In  one  of  the      Although,  however,  m  generation,  the  for- 


purposes 

vaginal  experiments,  the  access  of  the  se- 
men to  the  rudiments  heing  intercepted, 
impregnation  could  not  be  accomplished, 
though  the  animal  admitted  the  male  alto- 
gether as  mauy  as  fifty  times,  mostly  at  in- 
tervals of  two  or  three  days,  or  more.  This 
doe,  a  remarkably  fine  one  of  her  age,  was 


mation  of  the  new  structure  cannot,  perhaps, 
be  accomplished,  without  commixture  of  the 
semen  with  the  rudiments  ;  yet  it  is  remark- 
able that  in  some  species  of  animals,  and  our 
own  among  the  rest,  very  minute  quantities 
of  the  semen  are  all-sufficient  for  the  purpose. 
Four  impregnations,  in  which  the  hymen 


rent  favourite  with  her  polygamous  bus-  remained  unbroken,  have  fallen  under  my 


band  ;  but  it  appeared,  after  death,  that  not 
withstanding  nil  these  attempts,  no  foetuses 
could  form — the  corpora  lutea  were  gene- 
xated — the  wombs  were  evolved — the  water, 
as  usual,  collected  in  the  uterine  cavities, 


notice,  the  diameter  of  the  vaginal  orifice 
not  exceeding  that  of  the  smaller  finger  ; 
and  this,  too,  though  the  organ  of  the  male 
parent  was  of  ordinary  dimension.  Cham- 
bon   has  related   the  case  of  a  French 


but  this  was  all— the  access  of  the  semen  to!  girl,  w,i0>  011  marrying,  suffered  so  much 


pain,  that  she  was  obliged,  in  about  a 
fortnight  afterwards,  to  separate  from  her 
husband,  and  return  to  the  maternal  roof  ; 
yet  she  became  pregnant,  notwithstand- 
ing, and  produced  twins.  When  delivery 
occurred,  it  was  found  that  the  hymen  re- 
mained unbroken,  there  being  two  small 


the  rudiments  was  intercepted  at  the  top  of 
the  vagina,  and  impregnation  could  not  be 
effected.  Yet  it  is  evident  that  much  of  the 
male  fluid  must  have  been  deposited  in  the 
vagina,  and  absorbed  by  the  veins  or  the 
lymphatics. 

To  some  women,  impregnation  is  death  : 
the  pelvis  is  so  contracted,  that  without  the  j  apertures  scarcely  larger  than  a  surgeon  s 
Casarian  operation,  delivery  cannot  he  ef-  probe  ;  the  urethra,  however,  was  dilated, 

ami  readily  suffered  the  introduction  of  the 
finger,  so  that  the  whole  nature  of  the  case 
was  rendered  intelligible  enough.  Now, 
under  these  circumstances,  I  think  there, 
can  be  no  doubt  that  only  a  very  small  quan- 
tity of  the  semen  could  have  entered  the 

S  2 


fected  by  any  artificial  means.  In  such 
women,  sterility  might  be  insured  by  the 
division  of  the  tubes,  as  formerly  advised  . 
and  I  think  1  know  of  cases  in  which  this 
operation,  though  an  evil  aud  a  danger, 
might,  however,  have  been  prudently  re- 
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vagina  or  uterus  ;  and  the  rather,  because  a 
separation  took  place  between  the  parties 
within  a  fortnight  after  the  marriage  ;  hut 
still  she  was  delivered  of  twins  within  the 
nine  months,  and  therefore  impregnation 
must  hare  taken  place  in  the  course  of  the 
first  few  days. 

To  these  facts  I  may  add  those  of  a  second 
class,  namely,  cases  in  which  impregnation 
is  taking  place  unexpectedly,  and  where  the 
parties,  guilty  of  inconiinence,  have  been 
desirous  of  preventing  it.  I  know  of  three 
cases  in  which  the  male  organ  was  not 
suffered  to  enter  the  vagina  at  all,  and 
where,  nevertheless,  I  suppose  from  the 
mere  deposition  of  the  semen  upon  the 
vulva,  impregnation  took  place.  I  have 
known  women  astonished  to  find  themselves 
pregnant,  being  persuaded  that  an  impreg- 
nation was  impossible,  until,  to  their  sorrow, 
this  unwelcome  truth  was  unfolded.  Jn  a 
word,  from  several  facts  of  this  kind,  too 
delicate  for  a  fuller  disclosure  in  this  theatre, 
I  am  satisfied  that  very  small  quantities  of 
the  semen, introduced  into  the  lower  part  of 
the  vagina,  where  there  is  an  aptitude  to  be- 
come pregnant,  will  give  rise  to  the  new 
structure. 

Nor  must  we  forget  the  experiments 
made  by  other  physiologists,  and  by  Spallan- 
zani  among  the  rest.  Spallanzani  says,  that 
he  has  taken  three  grains  by  weight  of  the 
male  fluid  of  the  frog,  and  mixed  it  with 
seventeen  ounces  of  water,  finding,  almost 
invariably,  that  an  impregnation  of  the  egg 
wos  produced  by  so  much  of  this  exceed- 
ingly weak  mixture,  as  would  adhere  to  the 
point  of  a  fine  needle  ;  though,  in  a  globule 
so  minute,  the  quantity  of  the  plastic  agent 
roust  clearly  have  been  inconceivably  small. 
He  tells  us,  too,  that  where  the  male  ma- 
terial was  mixed  with  a  much  larger  quan- 
tity of  water,  about  a  gallon,  if  my  memory 
serve,  even  by  this  exceeding  dilute  mix- 
ture, impregnation  was  frequently  produced. 
So  then  it  seems,  that  although  for  the  pur- 
poses of  formation,  it  is  essential  that  there 
should  be  commixture  of  the  male  and 
female  substances,  yet,  if  the  female  geni- 
tals be  apt  to  conception,  the  requisite 
quantity  of  the  male  material  is  small. 

lint,  to  conclude  here.    "  Increase  and 
multiply  /'says  the  Hebre  w  scri  pture ;  **  plant 
trees,  and  beget  offspring,"  says  the  doctrine 
of  the  Magi.  In  speculation,  I  acknowledge 
I  am  not  of  the  opinion  of  those  who,  with 
some  admirers  of  the  doctrine  of  autipn- ' 
thies,  have  taken  it  into  their  heads  that 
there  is  most  wonderful  virtue  in  abstaining 
from  the  proper  use.  of  the  sexes.  Why, 
in  the  name  of  sense  and  reason,  were  the 
powerful  impulses  given?   why  were  these 
wonderful  structures   elaborated,   if  they  j 
were  not  originally  designed  to  be  used  by  i 
every  one  who  is  possessed  of  them  ?  Re- 


member, however,  that  society,  in  its  pre- 
sent form,  is  not,  perhaps,  constructed  with 
a  philosophical  regard  to  our  natural  in- 
stincts, and  our  original  rights.  Remember, 
too,  that,  in  consequence  of  this  funda- 
mental defect,  (it  may  be  irremediable,)  so- 
ciety cannot  subsist  without  a  mutual  con- 
cession of  a  part  of  these  rights.  Remem- 
ber, too,  that  those  are  justly  stigmatised 
with  public  infamy,  who,  living  in  society, 
refuse,  in  turn,  to  their  associates  those  con- 
cessions which  they  are  themselves  re- 
ceiving. And  when  we  fail  to  be  intimi- 
dated by  the  wholesome  bullying  of  fanatics, 
who,  with  all  their  arrogance,  seem  fre- 
quently to  put  our  duties  upon  a  wrong 
bottom— let  prudence — let  self-respect — let 
a  regard  to  health — let  a  just  consideration  of 
social  duty,  put  a  check  upon  these  follies. 
Awkward  accidents  sometimes  occur  to 
those  who  conceive  themselves  the  most 
knowing.  Let  the  disciples  of  the  sensual 
school  beware. 

"  Hie  murus  aheneus  esto 

Nil  conscire  tibi  nulla  pallescere  culpa." 

If  you  ask  me  how  it  is  that  impregna- 
tions are  accomplished,  when  there  is  a 
deposition  on  the  vulva,  I  reply,  that  it  is 
most  probably  by  an  admixture  of  the  mnle 
fluid  with  the"' secretions  of  the  female— for 
dilution  does  not  destroy  fecundating  power. 
If  this  glass,  so  tall,  were  filled  with  water, 
should  sugar  be  thrown  into  the  bottom  of 
it,  this,  on  solution,  might  soon  be  perceived 
in  the  upper  port  of  the  fluid,  especially  if 
agitation  occurred.  So  the  fecundating  se- 
cretion may,  by  admixture,  penetrate  to  the 
inmost  recesses  of  the  genitals,  more  espe- 
cially if  the  secretion  of  the  genital  surface 
be  copious.  One  word  more,  and  I  con- 
clude. 

Although,  in  human  formation,  it  is  not 
essentially  necessary  that  the  male  material 
should  he  deposited  in  the  upper  parts  of 
the  vagina  of  the  female,  yet  there  seems  to 
be  little  doubt  that  the  deeper  entrance  of 
this  substance  conduces  to  impregnation. 
Children  are  sometimes  not  procreated  for 
want  of  sufficient  penetrative  power  in  the 
male  orgau  ;  much,  and  often  needless, 
misery  results  from  this  infirmity  ;  the  birth 
of  a  child  is  one  of  the  best  auxiliary  reme- 
dies, as  it  lays  the  passages  open  ;  and  if 
the  male  fluid  do  but  enter  the  vngiua,  it 
seems  often  to  matter  little  how — vet  bum 
sat.  One  of  the  most  intellectual  families 
in  Kurope  seems,  at  length,  to  have  become 
extinct,  in  consequence  of  an  impediment  to 
generation  of  the  kind  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  and  which,  I  conceive,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  a  little  art  would  have 
remedied. 

In  generation,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
mixture  should  take  place  in  the  individual 
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who  is  pregnant;  and,  therefore,  it  is  not 
physiologically  impossible,  that  a  woman, 
though  a  virgin,  should  be  with  child.  It  is 
well  known,  with  respect  to  some  animals 
in  the  lower  class  especially,  that  one  im- 
pregnation will  serve  for  several  genera- 
tions  ;  thus,  to  go  no  further  than  that  com. 
mon  insect  which  is  called  the  vinefretter  ; 
if  a  female  is  impregnated,  she  will  produce 
young  ;  these  young  will  go  on  to  produce 
others,  without  further  impregnation  ;  this 
process  may  be  repeated,  until  eight  or  ten 
generations  have  been  produced  ;  so  that,  in 
these  animals,  you  have  proof  of  the  very 
principle  for  which  I  am  contending,  namely, 
that  virginity  is  not  of  necessity  lost  by  the 
individual  who  conceives.  Some  years  ago  1 
was  shown  by  Mr.  Highmore,  of  the  West, 
a  preparation  of  a  child,  on  the  whole  not 
very  imperfectly  formed,  of  the  Bize  of  six 
or  seven  months,  and  which  had  been  taken  1 
from  the  body  of  a  boy.  The  boy  literally, ' 
and  without  evasion,  was  with  child,  for  the  ! 
foetus  was  contained  in  a  sac  in  communica-  ! 
tion  with  the  duodenum,  and  was  con-  j 
nected  to  the  side  of  the  cyst  by  a  short  | 
umbilical  cord.  Nor  did  this  foetus  make  its 
appearance  till  the  boy  was  eight  or  ten 
years  of  age,  or  more,  when,  after  much 
enlargement  fiom  pregnancy,  and  much 
pain  and  flooding,  the  boy  died  ;  and  these 
rase.s  are  not  singular ;  there  are  others  on 

A  seed,  or  an  egg,  though  fecundated, 
may  lie  for  years  without  becoming  evolved. 
A  serpent  may,  I  believe,  become  en- 
closed under  the  egg-shell  of  the  goose, 
the  shell,  I  presume,  forming  over  it  as  the 
animal  lies  in  the  oviduct  of  the  bird  ;  and 
these  facts  explain  pretty  clearly  the  phe- 
nomenon just  narrated.  For  when  this  un- 
fortunate  child  was  begotten,  a  twin  was! 
begotten  at  the  same  time  ;  but  while  the  j 
brother  formed  in  the  usual  manner,  the  im-  j 
pregnated  ovum  of  his  companion  lay  dor-  ' 
mant, and,  without  resistance,  became  closed 
up  within  the  fraternal  abdomen,  as  the 
viper  in  the  egg  shell.  Like  the  seed  in 
its  bag,  or  the  egg  upon  the  shelf,  these 
living  rudiments  lay  quiet  for  a  few  years 
within  the  body  of  the  brother,  and  then 
formation  commencing,  the  wonder  and  the 
catastrophe  ensued.  The  boy  became  preg- 
nant With  his  twin  brother  ;  his  abdomen 
formed  the  receptacle,  where,  as  in  tiie  nest 
of  a  bird,  tli e  formation  wus  ac  complished. 
Now,  if  u  child,  without  impregnation  of  the 
bearer,  may  form  within  the  abdomen  of  a 
boy,  you  will,  1  am  persuaded,  allow  that 
it  may  also  form  in  the  uterus  of  a  virgin. 
To  me,  therefore,  it  seems  to  be  not  phy- 
sically impossible  that  a  girl  may  become 
pregnant  with  her  own  brother  or  sister. 
Here  then  in,  indeed,  a  physiological  tri- 
umph of  the  sex,  though  1  feel  peisuaded  j 


they  have  too  much  virtue  to  make  use  of 
it.  Of  all  the  precursors  of  the  modern 
gentleman,  the  knight  of  old,  which  is  the 
champion  who,  with  his  lance,  defended  the 
unsullied  honour  of  his  idol  with  half  the 
effect  of  this  simple  principle  of  physiology  ? 
— Senuerunt  Jupiter  et  Mars. —To  the 
demi-gods  of  an  absolute  superstition,— to 
the  airy  creations  of  the  middle  ages, — pa- 
ternity con  no  longer  be  ascribed,  But  this 
principle  of  physiology  may  take  upon  itself 
the  defensive  office  of  the  other  two  ;  and 
in  the  womb  first,  and  at  the  bosom  after- 
wards, under  the  protection  of  science,  a 
lady  may  now,  it  seems,  nourish  her  sister 
without  a  blush.  Louis  Quatorze  pre- 
sented a  richly  embroidered  jupe  to  clothe 
an  offensive  statue,  which  formed  a  sort  of 
uqueductin  one  of  the  cities  of  the  Nether- 
lands. The  image  of  Uumourier,  fonned  in 
plaster,  was,  as  report  goes,  very  properly 
screened  from  the  view  of  the  sex  some 
few  days  after  it  had  been  set  up  in  the 
Place  des  Victoires.  But  the  conscious 
innocence  of  our  country-women,  how- 
ever, places  them  above  such  pruderies, 
and  1  will  not  despair  of  seeing  my  fa- 
vourite science  honoured  with  a  statue, 
not  robed  and  shaded,  but  in  Grecian 
nudity,  a  fit  companion  for  the  Achilles, 
with  two  inscriptions,  the  one — To  the  de- 
fender of  innocence,  the  grateful  sex ; — 
the  other — <pv<ris  afii  tcai  roncv  *wAoi/ 
ovSfirwu  dvijTwv  airoKa\wrr€it — mysterious 
words,  which,  inscribed  under  such  a  figure, 
will  become  intelligible  enough.  But  I  beg 
pardon  for  this  levity.  From  all  that  is  said, 
we  may,  I  think,  infer,  that,  in  formation, 
nature  generally  uses  two  substances  ;  that 
these  two  substances  must  mix  ;  that  of  the 
male  material,  often,  little  is  required  ;  and 
that  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  contact 
should  take  place  in  the  individual  who 
bears  the  child  ;  so  that  virgin  pregnancy 
is  not  physically  impossible. 

There  is  one  other  remark  I  shall  offer, 
and  then  conclude  this  speculative  subject. 
Different  genera  of  animals,  and  different 
animals  of  the  same  species,  are  found  to 
possess  very  different  degrees  of  fecundity. 
A  sturgeon  produces,  at  a  single  spawning, 
a  million  of  eggs ;  our  women  are  usually 
uuiparous.  In  the  strength  and  prolific 
energy  of  the  genital  system  there  is,  too,  a 
good  deal  of  variety, even  in  the  same  species, 
as  in  our  own  race,  for  example,  some  women 
being  sterile,  others  producing  two,  three, 
four,  or  even  live  children  at  a  birth.  When 
women  are  srerile,  we  generally  ascribe  the 
defect  to  their  part  of  the  genital  apparatus, 
and  1  believe  with  good  cause  ;  but  when 
they  are  unusually  fruitful,  we  are  willing 
to  arrogate  the  merit  to  ourselves.  This 
claim  of  ours,  however,  is,  I  believe,  in 
general  unfounded.    When  the  sex  is  more 
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prolific  than  ordinary,  it  is,  I  oonceive,  I  management  of  the  Hotel-Dieu,  that  he 
generally  owing  to  their  own  powers;  nor ;  openly  mude  very  energetic  remonstrances 


can  I,  by  any  means,  commend  the  corpo- 
ration of  one  of  our  provincial  towns,  which 
presented  a  piece  of  plate  to  au  old  gentle- 
man, whose  age  lay  near  80,  in  commemo- 
ration of  his  felicity  in  being  blessed  with 
four  children  at  once.  A  lady,  related  to 
one  of  my  owu  pupils,  conceived  of  four 
children  together,  and  this  lady  had  three 
own  sisters,  who  all  produced  their  husbands 
either  twins  or  triplets  ;  it  is  clear,  there- 
fore, that  it  was,  in  the  female  system  that 


the  fecundity  existed.  Of  this  hint  you  may  an  idea 


to  the  French  king,  In  consequence  of 
thin,  aud  after  many  complaint*  from  nearly 
ail  quarters,*  the  French  government,  at 
last,  elected  a  committee,  consisting,  among 
others,  of  Daubenton,  Lavoisier,  Baiily, 
Coulomb,  and  Tenon,  to  inquire  into  the 
best  means  of  reforming  the  state  of  the 
hospitals.  The  report  of  the  commissioners 
revealed  the  most  shocking  abuses,  of  which 
the  picture  that  M.  Tenon  gives  of  the 
Ilotel-Dieu,  will  best  enable  us  to  form 


avail  yourselves  hereafter,  when  searching 
for  a  bride.  Mr.  Knight,  in  one  of  his  ex» 
cellent  papers  on  vegetable  physiology,  (ells 
US,  that  when  a  herd  of  cows  is  served  by 
the  same  bull,  some  of  the  cows  are  noted 
for  being  more  prolific  than  the  rest. 

Suckling  is  no  certain  preventive  of  preg- 
nancy, though,  in  general,  in  the  earlier 
months  especially,  the  wet  nurse  remains 


This  hospital  contained  1,219  beds,  of 
which  •iiiO  were  three  feet,  and  733  four 
feet  four  inches  in  breadth  ;  the  number  of 
patients  varied  from  1800  to  5000,  so  that 
often  not  less  than  four,  oreven  six  patients, 
were  lying  in  one  bed!  The  Salle  Saint* 
Charles  Saint- Antoino  alone  sometimes  con- 
tained 818  patients!  The  lying-in  depart- 
ment consisted  of  four  wards,  contiguous  to 


sterile,  and,  in  the  second  or  third  month,  j  those  of  the  wounded  and  fever  patients  ; 
gestation  dries  up  the  milk.  Genitals,  preg- ■  three  or  four  women  were  often  lying  in 
nant  already,  cannot,  so  far  as  I  know,  be  one  and  the  same  bed;  pregnant  and 
impregnated  again,  unless  at  a  very  short  delivered,  ill  and  healthy  females,  were  in- 


ipterval  ;  so  that  the  daughter  of  Augustus 
Csesar  was  right  in  her  distinction.  At  a 
very  short  interval,  a  second  impregnation 
may  be  accomplished.  Bitches,  I  am  told, 
produce  puppies  engendered  by  different 
dogs ;  and  women  bave  produced  twins  be- 
gotten respectively  by  a  white  and  black 
parent,  as  the  characters  of  the  offspring 


discriminately  crowded  together.  Jt  may 
be  easily  imagined,  that  very  dreadful 
epidemics  often  manifested  themselves  in 
these  wards,  and  the  mortality  in  the  lying- 
in  department  of  the  Ilotel-Dieu,  if  com- 
pared with  other  institutions  of  the  same 
kind,  exceeds  ail  belief.  On  an  average  ten 
died  out  of  a  hundred  ;   but  during  epi- 


olearly  showed.  Mr.  Blackaller,  of  Wey.  demies,  from  ten  to  nineteen  died  out  of 
bridge,  has  recorded  one  case  of  this  kind,  twenty.    (The  general  average  of  deaths,  in 


and  in  Smellie's  translation  of  Buffon  may 
he  found  another.  I  lately,  in  presence  of 
ray  able  friend  Mr.  Waller,  of  Bartholo- 


a  lying-in -hospital,  is  not  more  than  one  in 
a  hundred.)  The  number  of  childron  born  an- 
nually in  the  Ilotel-Dieu  was  1500  ;  of  these 


mew  Close,  met  with  two  wombs  opening  nine  out  of  a  hundred  died,  and  about  1300 
by  separate  orifices  into  the  vagina;  and  }  were  sent  to  the  Foundling  Hospital,  where 
my  distinguished  colleague,  Mr.  Key,  showed  400  of  them  died  of  induration  of  the  skin, 


one  uterus  with  two  bodies,  and  Mr.  John 
F.  South  showed  mo  another.  Should  any 
of  you  hereafter  meet  with  a  super  fetation, 


while  of  3,400  children  ,  sent  from  the  town 
and  the  environs  to  the  same  institution, 
not  more  than  200  died  of  the  same  disease. 


observe  whether  the  womb  be  double,  if, 
indeed,  the  observation  can  be  made. 


for  so  those  impregnations  are  called,  pray  Of  the  other  patients  at  the  llotei-Dieu,  25 

died  in  a  hundred,  a  mortality  which  ia 
more  than  double  that  in  any  hospital  now 
existing. 

Jt  is  to  the  zeal  of  the  above-mentioned 
committee,  that  Paris  owes  the  subsequent 
amelioration,  and  the  present  state  of  its 
hospitals.  The  sum  formerly  applied  to 
their  maintenance,  was  increased  from 
1,200,000  to  9,700,000  francs  ;  the  number 
of  hospituls  was  considerably  augmented  ; 
to  each  class  of  patients  a  particular  hospi- 
tal was  appropriated;  the  old,  infirm,  and 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 


THE  HOSPITALS  OF  PARIS. 

Up  to  the  year  1780,  the  Parisian  hospi- 
tols  were  in  such  a  miseruble  state,  that 
when  Howard  visited  them,  he  declared 
that  he  had  never  seen  worse  ;  and  when 
the  Emperor  Joseph,  after  having  ascended 
the  Imperial  throne,  made  a  journey  to 
Paris,  he  was  actually  so  shocked  at  the 


*  Murmontel  proved,  that  from  1737  to 
1772,  more  than  eighty  thousand  individuals 
perished  in  the  llotel-Djeu,  merely  from 
bad  management,  neglect,  bad  air,  improper 
treatment,  6:c. 
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incurable,  were  removed  into  the  Hospices  ; 
the  lunatics  were  separated  from  the  crimi- 
nals, &c.  The  following  tables,  drawn  up 
in  the  year  18^0,  will  best  serve  to  show  the 


happy  results  of  this  Yeform,  and  especially 
the  considerable  decrease  of  the  mortality 
amongst  the  patients,  as  compared  with  that 
formerly  observed  in  the  Hoiel-Dieq  : — 
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HOSPICES. 


NAMES 

Usual  Number  of 
Inmate*. 

Annaally  Admitted. 

Annually  Died. 

».»>'  THK 

INSTITUTIONS. 

Mm. 

Women 

Total. 

Men.  { 

Women 

Total. 

Men. 

w 

»>  OtUP!) 

Total. 

Salpetriere  

Incurables  ........ 

Mont-  RniiffH  . 
Sainte- Penne  

Eufaus  Trouves .... 

(In  the  Institution 
and  in  the  Country.) 

3,000 

420 
236 
85 
84 
145 
b  ,500 

.)  yV\nt 

520 
414 
i)Q 
b2 
135 
8,500 

3,000 

•J10 
550 
175 
166 
280 
27,100 

 ^^^^ 

980 

83 
50 
60 
27 
154 
2,795 

1  1  Oil 

(>0 
17 
100 
2,621 

980 

1 

150 
110 
120 
44 
254 
5,416 

700 

60 
45 

24 
16 
15 

2,020 

1,800 
60 
40 

20 
12 
8 

2,020 

700 
wu 
120 
85 
64 
28 
23 
4,040 

12,470 

14,741 

17,711 

4,149 

4,113 

8,262. 

2,880  : 2,960 

5,840 

The  annual  number  of  deaths  in  Paris  is 
bet  ween  21  and  22,000,  of  which  more  than 
two-fifths  occur  in  the  hospitals.  There  are 
between  24  and  25000  births  annually,  of 
which  5000  take  place  iu  hospitals.  The 
fourth  or  fifth  part  of  the  whole  number  of 
hospital  patients  is  contained  in  the  Hotel- 
Dieu,  where  from  thirty  to  forty  are  daily 
admitted,  and  about  five  patients  die  every 
day «— • From  the  J  own.  des  Progre't. 

MENSTRUATION    IN    A  CHILD  NINETEEN 
MONTHS  OF  AGE. 

The  subject  of  this  occurrence  was,  at  its 
birth,  iu  no  respect  different  from  other 
children  ;  it  soon,  however,  began  to  grow 
rapidly,  so  that  at  its  ninth  mouth,  it  was 
equal  in  size  to  a  child  of  a  year  and  a  half. 
At  this  period,  a  smull  emission  of  blood 
was  observed  from  the  vagina,  and  (he  same 
recurred  more  abundantly  in  the  eleventh 
month ;  at  the  same  time  the  breasts  began  to 
grow,  and  the  pubes  lobe  covered  with  hair. 
At  the  fourteenth  month  a  third,  and,  at  the 
nineteenth,  a  fourth  evacuation  of  dark- 
coloured  blood  took  place  from  the  vagina. 
At  this  age,  the  child  was,  iu  all  other 
respects,  very  well  formed  ;  its  height  was 
three  feet;  the  distance  from  oue  shoulder 
to  the  other,  nine  inches  ;  t lie  circumfer- 
ence of  the  thurux  and  of  the  pelvis  were 
twenty-two  inches  each  ;  the  breasts  u:ul 
external  genitals  were  fully  developed  ;  the 
child  had,  us  yet,  shown  no  sexual  desire, 
nor  did  it,  with  respect  to  its  intellectual 
faculties,  exceed  other  children  of  the  same 
age Meckel's  Arch  iv. 

OASTKOTOMY. 

A  lady  at  Bordeaux,  2 1  years  of  age,  in- 
advertently let  a  small  fork  blip  iuto  the 
throat  j  it  was  swallowed,  and  descended 


into  the  stomach.  Here  it  remained  for 
some  months,  hardly  producing  any  symp- 
toms ;  but,  at  the  end  of  this  period,  the 
most  violent  vomiting  came  on,  and  soon 
brought  the  patient  into  a  most  dangerous 
coudition.  By  the  advice  of  MAI.  Del- 
pech  and  Fages,  gastrotomy  was  performed 
by  M.  Cayrocbej.  the  fork  was  easily  ex- 
tracted, and  within  twenty  days  the  wound 
had  completely  healed. — ltajtport  des  Travaux 
tie  VAcatemie  Hoyale  de  Medicine  de  Bordeaux. 


THE  DUBLIN  COLLEGE  OF  SUR- 
GEONS AND  ERINENSIS. 


"  Hot  ego  versiculoi  feci,  tulit  alter 


My  re- appearance,  for  the  third  time,  in 
the  pages  of  The  Lancet,  has  been  followed 
by  manifestations  of  resentment,  among  a 
certain  portion  of  the  profession  in  Dublin, 
in  which,  it  is  to  be  feared  a  troubled  con- 
science may  have  some  share.  The  exer- 
tions, at  least,  of  this  party  to  discover 
me,  strongly  partake  of  the  embarrass- 
ing timidity  of  guilt ;  foolishly  supposing, 
that  if  they  could  tear  oft*  my  mask,  my 
strength,  like  that  of  Sampson  shorn  of 
his  lucks,  would  iustantly  vanish,  in  their 
blind  zeal,  it  may  be  readily  imagined, 
they  have  fallen  into  mistakes  which,  if 
they  might  not  prove  mischievous,  would 
be  calculated  only  to  awaken  a  smile.  If, 
indeed,  to  conceal  myself  from  their  threat- 
ened hostility,  at  the  expeuse  of  the  un- 
offending, were  my  present  object,  I  could 
not  adopt  a  more  judicious  jdan  fur  its 
attainment  than  to  permit  these  blun- 
derers to  pass  by  in  silence.  Humbly, 
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however,  as  I  think  of  my  own  labours,  1 1 
value  them  sufficiently  not  to  wish  that  any 
individual  should  be  burthen ed  with  the 
credit  or  reproach  of  having  composed  these 
Sketches,  much  less  that  any  person  should 
suffer  by  being  considered  their  author. 
These  feelings  alone,  independent  of  egotis- 
tical speculations,  induce  me  to  attempt 
(notwithstanding  the  little  confidence  usually 
reposed  in  the  assertions  of  anonymous 
writers  speaking  of  themselves)  to  show 
the  extreme  folly  of  conjecture  in  matters  of 
tbis  kind,  by  its  perpetual  contradictions. 

When  the  first  of  these  papers  was  pub- 
lished, rumour,  from  the  mere  analogy  of 
title  and  topic,  detected  the  writer  of  them 
in  the  person  of  Mr.  Cross,  author  of  the 
excellent  Sketches  of  the  Medical  Schools 
of  Paris,  a  calumny  on  that  gentleman  in 
which  I  certainly  had  the  better  part.  Hav- 
ing subsequently  described  scenes  of  which 
Mr.  Cross,  residing,  I  believe,  in  Norwich, 
could  have  known  nothing,  I  had  next  the 
supreme  honour  of  finding  myself  and  J)r, 
Macartney  one  and  the  same  person,  in  the 
suspicions  of  the  day,  for  the  unconscious 
benefit  of  whose  celebrity  I  here  beg  leave, 
most  heartily,  to  thank  him.  Well,  the  por- 
trait of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy,  in  the 
University  of  Dublin,'  appeared  soon  after ; 
the  delusion  was,  of  course, as  quickly  dissi- 
pated as  it  was  diffused ;  hut  I  had  the  con- 
solation of  being  immediately  united  to  Mr. 
Kirby,  tin  union,  by  the  way,  in  which  1 
may  remark,  I  also  felt  highly  flattered. 
Had  my  labours  ceased  here,  they  might 
still  have  retained  all  the  6plendour  of  Mr. 
Kirby's  fame  ;  but.  Marplot  as  1  was,  I 
should  pencil  a  likeness  of  my  illustrious 
representative,  which,  unfortunately,  de- 
prived me  of  the  advantage  of  being  syno- 
nymous with  the  founder  of  Peter  Street 
School.  Puzzled  to  rind  a  fit  and  proper 
person  to  identify  me  with,  the  public  now 
launched  into  the  licentiousness  of  unlimit- 
ed conjecture  ;  and,  will  it  he  believed,  that 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland 
supposed  they  saw  grounds  for  accusing  Sir 
Astley  Cooper  of  the  composition  of  the 
Sketches,  who,  it  was  sagely  whispered, 
was  actually  jealous  of  the  rising  fame  of 
that  institution?  This  report,  however 
agreeable  to  my  vanity,  was,  1  regret,  o! 
too  delicate  a  constitution  to  live  long  ;  hut 
as  it  was  quite  ceriain  I  must  he  somebody, 
and  as  nothing  better  presented  at  the  time, 
surmise  fixed,  for  awhile,  the  odium  excited 
by  my  lucubrations  on  a  candidate  for  "  let- 
ters testimonial,"  wh  >  had  been  reje  cted 
about  this  time,  on  the  principle,  I  presume, 
implied  in  the  satirical  precept— "  Facit  in- 
dignatio  versum."  This  inglorious  alliance 
curried  in  its  improbability  the  needs  of  its 
own  dissolution  ;  and  1  now  turned  out  to 
he  no  less  a  personage  than  an  Apothecary, 


|  whose  claims  to  a  connexion  with  nie  rested 
on  the  simple  fact  of  his  having  penned 
some  ingenious  *'  puffs"  in  the  newspapers, 
in  a  style  which  (horresco  referens)  was 
said  to  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  mine. 
I  was  soon  relieved  from  my  disreputable 
associate  n  with  the  Apothecary  and  his 
"  puffs,"  to  be  identified  with  the  SuA- 
Kditor  of  a  Popish  morning  journal,  who, 
opportunely  for  the  gratification  of  the  pub- 
lic taste  for  gossip,  had  recently  "  thrown 
physic  to  the  dogs,"  and  commenced  prac- 
tising without  a  license  on  the  moral  dis- 
eases of  his  native  country.  He  did  not 
long,  however,  enjoy  a  monopoly  in  my 
fame  ;  a  new  candidate  was  started,  in  a 
reporter  to  a  Protestant  morning  paper,  who, 
I  believe,  was  serving  in  the  capacity  of 
a  surgeon  at  Sierra  Leone,  while  I  was  writ- 
ing these  Essays  in  Dublin.  This  fact, 
when  made  known,  threw  me  once  more  on 
the  wide  waste  of  anonymous  existence, 
from  which  1  was,  in  due  time,  delivered 
by  identification  with  a  melancholy  looking 
pupil  of  Mercer's  Hospital,  who,  having  no 
apparent  business  on  hand,  the  public 
should  find  him  in  employment,  in  the  com- 
position of  the  Sketches.  Not  satisfied 
with  this  adjustment  of  the  question,  the 
public  divided  on  my  identity,  one  party 
strenuously  maintaining  (risum  teneatis 
amici  ? )  that  1  was  really  Mr.  Jacob,  who, 
by  virtue  of  his  office  as  demonstrator  to  a 
tival  institution  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
should  then  be  a  medical  Whig  as  he  is 
now  a  Tory,  as  professor  of  that  establish- 
ment ;  the  other  as  arduously  contending 
that  my  familiarity  with  Camper,  Spurs- 
heim,  and  Lavater,  in  my  descriptions  of 
professors'  heads,  was  a  demonstrative  proof 
of  my  being  a  certain  pupil  of  the  Meath 
Hospital,  who,  absut  tbis  time,  became 
such  a  craniologieal  enthusiast,  that  he  ac- 
tually combed  back  his  hair  to  render  his 
forehead  a  more  convenient  reference  for 
the  elucidation  of  his  favourite  doctrine.  My 
metamorphoses,  hitherto  strange  as  they 
were,  had  not  yet  ended ;  they  were  now 
to  be  for  surpassed,  my  sex  (a  point  on 
which,  like  most  men,  1  felt  particularly 
sensitive.)  being  now  changed  by  Mr.  Tom 
Egan,  according  to  whom  I  had  absolutely 
entered  the  sacred  premises  of  the  Lock  as 
a  **  woman  of  the  town,"  to  watch  his  spi- 
ritual practice  in  that  establishment,  while 
my  old  friend,  Mr.  Cusack,  as  positively 
asserted  that  1  must  have  the  omniscience 
of  a  "  witch"  to  know  that  he  had  b^en  in 
the  habit  of  purchasing  tumours  for  opera- 
tion iu  Stevens'  Hospital.  This,  indeed, 
was  the  very  climax  of  transformation,  at 
which  a  Pythagorean  might  rejoice  ;  but  I 
had  still  further  trials  to  undeigo.  Charac- 
ters being  uow  a  good  deal  exhausted  in 
Dublin,  the  sphere  of  speculation  was  en- 
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Urged,  and  I  bad  now  the  pleasure  of  find- 
ing myself  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Quain,  of 
London,  to  whom  report  assigned  the  in- 
genious merit  of  making  up  these  articles, 
opt  of  materials  transmitted  by  post  to  the 
metropolis.  How  long  Mr.  Quain  may  be 
allowed  to  enjoy  a  reputation  of  which,  I 
presume,  he  wpuld  be  no  ways  ambitious, 
1  cannot  say,  so  capricious  is  that  spirit  of 
conjecture  which  has  made  me,  in  succes- 
sion. Mr.  Cross,  Dr.  Macartney,  Professor 
Kirby,  a  rejected  Candidate,  a  puftiug 
Apothecary,  a  Popish  Editor,  a  Protestant 
Importer,  a  Greeu-horn  of  Mercer's,  Sir 
Astley  Cooper,  Mr.  Jacob,  a  Phrenological 
Madman,  Mr.  Jones  Quain,  a  Witch,  a 
Woman  of  the  Town  ;  and,  of  course,  it 
will  be  duly  discovered,  that  in  addition  to 
all  these  1  am  the  "  terra;  tilius"  of  the 
next  institution  of  which  I  may  chance  to 
give  a  description.  The  enjoyment  of  the 
privileges  of  immortality  on  alternate  days, 
by  the  twin  Sons  of  Leda,  or  the  contortions 
of  Proteus  in  the  hands  of  Arisunis,  were 
but  plain  matter  of  fact  transactions,  com- 
pared with  these  more  than  mythological 
transformations  of  character. 

But  to  be  serious,  even  though  it  "  ex- 
ceed all  power  of  face,"  how  are  these  con- 
tradictions to  be  explained  1  Simply,  be- 
cause each  of  them  has  been  the  offspring 
of  error.  No  person  ever  originated  one  of 
them,  who  was  not  conscious  that  he  had 
no  ether  foundation  for  his  belief  than  mere 
conjecture  ;  for,  up  to  the  present  time,  no 
individual  could  prove  the  authorship  of 
these  papers  but  the  Editor  of  this  Journal. 
The  absurdity  of  these  suspicions  (and  I 
have  enumerated  all  that  reached  an  ear 
naturally  attentive  to  rumour)  is  manifest 
from  the  names  on  which  they  have  fallen, 
as  it  is  obvious  that  some  of  the  men  spe- 
cified could  not,  and  the  rest  would  not, 
write  these  articles  though  they  possessed 
the  ability.  So  much  for  the  consistency 
of  guessing.  As  the  articles  themselves 
have  given  uneasiness,  I  think  the  charac- 
ter of  some  of  the  complainants,  and  the 
nature  of  the  charges,  entitled  to  some  con- 
sideration. I  have  been  generally  taunted 
with  writing  anonymously — upbraided  with 
the  cowardice  of  concealing  my  name.  To 
this  1  answer,  I  have  a  ri^ht  to  use  my  (lis- 
cretion,  or  my  taste,  in  witholding  my  name. 
Having  taken  the  right  of  disclosure  into 
their  own  hands,  and  passed  me  through  all 
the  stages  of  degrading  transformation,  the 
demand  of  my  identity  comes  with  rather 
an  awkward  grace  from  these  men.  Until ! 
it  be  my  pleasure  to  set  them  right,  1  will  ( 
leave  them  to  their  suspicions,  in  which  i 
they  have  so  liberally  indulged,  for  I  am  not  { 
to  be  bullied  into  concession,  or  deceived 
by  their  shallow  stratagems  into  the  revela- 
tion of  my  name.    The  propriety  of  the 


task  which  I  have  undertaken  has  also  been 
made  the  theme  of  condemnation  ;  but,  I 
answer,  that  I  have  taken  no  liberties  with 
public  characters,  or  used  any  precautious 
for  concealing  myself,  for  which  1  am  not 
prepared  to  furnish  hundreds  qf  examples 
in  the  literature  of  this  and  of  every  other 
age.  The  whole  periodical  literature  of  the 
present  day,  not  to  include  former  times,  is 
anonymous,  and  made  up,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, of  strictures  on  living  character.  The 
talented  Sketches  of  the  Irish  Bar,  Peter's 
Letters  to  his  Kinsfolk,  and  several  other 
essays  of  the  same  description,  furnish  at 
once  a  pertinent  example  of  personal  and 
nameless  composition.  To  the  charge  that 
I  have  abused  this  right,  by  partiality  in 
my  representations  of  professional  merit,  I 
reply,  that  if  1  injured  any  person,  the  in- 
strument,  a  free  press,  by  which  the  wound 
was  iuflicted,  was  open  to  them  fpr  redress* 
1  do  not  consider  it  an  answer  \o  this  ob- 
servation to  say,  that  some  men  cannot 
defend  themselves  in  print,  if  wronged,  aud 
that  others  think  their  time  better  employed 
than  in  replying  to  anonymous  attacks.  The 
man  who  does  not  defend  his  own  charac- 
ter (and  there  are  few  who  cannot  write  all 
that  is  necessary  for  this  purpose)  violates 
his  own  principle,  and  abuses  as  much,  or 
more,  the  press  by  not  correcting  its  licen- 
tiousness, as  the  roan  by  whom  he  pretends 
to  be  injured.  Social  duties  are  obligatory 
on  all.  With  any  individual,  however, 
whose  name  has  been  mentioned  by  me,  or 
with  any  institution  which  I  have  describ- 
ed, I  affirm  1  have  no  connexion  whatever  : 
my  estimates  may,  indeed,  have  been  wrong, 
but  the  imputation  that  they  were  biassed 
by  improper  motives  I  reject  with  contempt. 
In  asserting  this,  I  but  claim  the  right  of 
being  judged  by  the  general  conduct  of  man- 
kind in  similar  circumstauces.  The  basest 
villain  will  act  fairly  without  a  motive  to  the 
contrary  :  I  had  noue  for  being  unknown, 
aud,  necessarily  so,  no  act  of  mine  could  be 
reflected  hack  with  interest  on  its  author. 
With  respect  to  the  insinuation  that  my 
Opinions  have  been  influenced  by  politics 
and  religion,  I  may  merely  remark,  that  1 
aspire  to  ne  higher  distinction  in  either  than 
that  of  being  an  Irishman  and  a  Christiau. 
1  wish  I  could  say  so  much  for  my  accu- 
sers. Their  own  suspicions,  which,  along 
with  coupling  me  with  every  grade  of  intel- 
lect, have  confounded  me  with  persons  pro- 
ftssiug  every  and  uo  form  of  religion,  suf- 
ficiently ucquit  me  of  all  sectarian  predi- 
lections. As  to  the  threats  muttered  agaiust 
me  by  a  faction  in  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
this  party  might,  if  they  had  only  common 
discrimination,  perceive,  in  the  nature  of. 
these  Sketches,  that  1  despised  the  conse- 
quences of  detection.  Having  given  them 
so  much  negative  information,  I  will  now 
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affirmatively  inform  them,  that  no  act  of 
theirs,  however  base,  or  remote  in  design, 
tau  poasihly  reach  me.  With  Niobe  1  may 
say,  without,  I  hope,  being  turned  into  stone 
by  the  augry  glances  of  these  Apollos,  lor  a 
reluctant  intimation  of  my  circumstances : — 

 Tittum  me  copia  fecit. 

Major  sum,  qnam  cui  possit  fortuna  nocere  ; 
Multaque  ut  eripiat ;  miilto  mihi  plura  re- 
linquet. 

But  why  argue  the  question  with  them  thus? 
They  say  they  know  me  ;  I  take  them  at 
their  word,  and  ask  them,  why  wait  for 
additional  evidence  to  justify  the  execution 
of  their  threats  1  If  I  am  a  member  of  their  f 
body,  their  new  charter  furnishes  them  with 
a  congenial  instrument  of  revenge  ;  and 
since  they  have  not  the  candour  of  men  to 
be  silent  when  uncertainty  renders  report 
criminal ,  let  them  net  consistently  with 
their  past  conduct,  and  display,  at  least,  the 
courage  of  the  assassin, — 1  dame  tui;m  to 

THE  ATTEMPT. 

Ebinensis. 
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OBSEnVATIONS  OX  OISLOCATIONS. 

By  HENnv  Pen.neck,  M.  D. 

Dislocation  of  the  radius  forwards,  ap- 
pears to  be  an  accident  of  such  unfrequent 
occurrence  and  difficult  management,  that 
the  recording  every  case  of  it  would  seem 
interesting,  and  particularly  if  a  more  facile 
mode  of  treatment  could,  at  the  same  time, 
be  pointed  out. 

l/util  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Bell,  proposed  extension  by  the  hand,  in- 
stead of  by  both  radius  and  ulna,  as  had 
been  formeily  practised,  the  reduction  must 
have  been  nearly  impracticable.  The  for- 
mer gentleman,  in  his  great  work  on  Dislo- 
cations and  Fractures  of  the  Joints,  Ho., 
18'J4,  has  mentioned  six  cases  that  had 
fallen  under  his  notice.  The  two  first  foiled 
every  attempt  that  was  made  to  reduce 
them  ;  and  how  the  reduction  of  the  third 
was  accomplished,  except  that  the  patient 
was  in  a  state  of  syncope,  does  not  clearly 
appear.  But  the  fourth  case,  in  which  the 
arm  was  bent  over  the  hack  of  a  sola,  and 
extension  made  by  the  hand,  is  the  only  re- 
ally instructive  case  that  I  have  seen.  The 
fifth  and  sixth  were  old  dislocations,  from 
Which  nothing  could  be  inferred  but  the  dif- 
ficulty of  treating  them  ;  nor  does  extension 
by  the  band  alone,  though  clearly  u  great 
improvement,  appear  to  have  removed  all  im- 
pediment ;  for,  even  in  the  fourth  case,  Sir 
Astley  Cooper  was  "  some  minutes,"  before 
he  succeeded  in  effecting  the  reduction  ; 
and  we  find  Mr.  Key,  surgeon  of  Guy's  Hos- 


pital, in  a  memoir  read  before  the  Hunte- 
rian  Society  on  the  ^nd  of  July  last,  and  re- 
ported in  the  London  Medical  Gazette  of 
the  19th  of  the  same  month,  attributing  the 
dilhculty  to  "  a  baud  of  the  interosseous  liga- 
ment, about  one-third  down  the  fore-arm, 
which  is  violently  stretched  by  the  separa- 
tion of  the  radius  from  the  ulna,  and  retains 
the  head  of  the  radius  on  the  coronoid  pro- 
cess.'' It  might  not  have  been  necessary 
to  notice  this  opinion,  if  it  came  from  infe* 
rior  authority  ;  hut  as  I  conceive  it  to  pro- 
ceed from  an  erroneous  pathology,  and  is, 
consequently,  likely  to  have  an  injurious 
etlect  on  practice,  by  withdrawing  attention 
from  the  improvements  of  which  our  art  is 
susceptible,  I  will  endeavour  to  show  that 
it  rests  on  no  solid  foundation  ;  and,  for  this 
purpose,  I  shall  quote  the  writings  of  Mr* 
Pott,  in  whose  day  there  was  no  surgeon 
superior  to  himself."  Among  the  many  sound 
principles  to  be  found  in  that  rich  mine  of 
experience, his  works  on  surgery,  and  which, 
in  17U.1  and  1784,  when  a  pupil  at  Bar- 
tholomew's, 1  had  also  the  satisfaction  of 
hearing  him  deliver  in  his  lectures,  are  the 
following  : — In  his  remarks  on  dislocations, 
he  says,  "  The  ligaments  of  some  of  the 
joints  endued  with  great  mobility,  are  weak 
and  distractile,  and  capable  of  suffering 
considerable  violence,  without  being  lace- 
rated j"'  and  "as  it  is  impossible  to  know, 
with  any  certainty,  whether  it  (a  laceration) 
lias  happened  or  not,  or  in  what  part  of  the 
ligament,  it  cannot  he  admitted  as  a  rule  for 
our  conduct ;"  and  he  does  not  appear  to 
consider  it  a  matter  of  great  consequence, 
even  if  the  ligament  should  be  torn. 

Mr.  Pott  is  certainly  applying  his  obser- 
vations principally  to  the  capsular  ligament 
of  the  shoulder  joint ;  but  this  I  take  to  be 
the  stronger  case  ;  for  he  says,  when  ex- 
tension is  made,  "  it  being  much  more  likely 
that  the  head  of  the  bone  should  return 
back  by  the  same  rent  in  the  ligament, 
when  such  ligament  is  moderately  stretched, 
than  when  it  may  be  supposed  to  lie  wrin- 
kled, or  in  folds."  The  interosseous  liga- 
ment must  also  be  endued  with  great  mobi- 
lity ;  in  pronation  .and  supination  of  the 
fore-arm  it  allows  of  considerable  motion, 
and  therefore  is  not  more  likely  to  occasion 
resistance  than  the  capsular  ligaments  of  the 
joints,  particularly  as,  by  extension  in  the 
reduction,  that  ligament,  which  was  before 
on  the  stretch,  will  be  relaxed,  and  cannot 
lie  in  folds  ;  for  the  radius  cannot  be  re- 
moved from  it,  and  the  arm  will  be  a  guide 
for  returning  the  radius  through  the  same 
rent  in  the  capsular  ligament  which  it  may 
have  produced  in  being  dislocated.  That 
the  interosseous  ligament  has  little  to  do 
with  any  dilhculty  that  may  arise,  will  he 
shown  by  analogy,  when  we  further  examine 
the  principles  which  Mr.  Pott  has  estabr 
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Hshe<l ;  for  he  observes,  *•  that  all  the  force, 
in  reducing  a  dislocated  bone,  ought  always 
to  be  applied  to  the  other  extremity  of  the 
said  bone,  and  as  much  as  possible  to  thut 
only.  By  the  yielding  nature  of  the  liga- 
ments of  the  luxated  joint,  reduction  is  ac- 
complished ;  the  ligaments  of  the  other  arti- 
culation, which  is  not  luxated,  are  yielding 
also,  and  all  the  force  which  is  applied  to 
the  bone,  below,  or  adjoining,  must  neces- 
sarily be  lint  in  th«*  articulation  which  is  not 
luxated,  and  can  be  of  little  or  no  service  in 
that  which  is."  And  he  afterwards  illus- 
trates his  argument,  by  showing  why  ex- 
tending by  the  writt,  in  dislocation  of  the 
shoulder,  has  failed,  by  observing,  why,  in 
a  case  of  luxated  os  femoris  at  the  hip  joint, 
the  strength  of  five  or  six  people,  divided 
between  the  joint  of  the  knee  and  that  of 
the  ancle,  shall  be  insufficient ;  and  that  of 
four,  nay  three,  of  the  same  assistants,  shall, 
in  the  same  case,  prove  sufficient,  by  be- 
ing  all  and  properly  applied  to  the  knee  and 
femur  only,  as  1  have  more  than  once  seen." 

Jlere,  then,  the  true  caine  of  tha  difficulty 
may  be  ascertained  ;  for,  if  the  intervention 
of  the  knee  joint  aUme  rendered  double  the 
force  necessary  ;  then,  as  the  joint  of  the 
carpus  is  composed  of  three  articulations,  it 
follows  that  the  resistance  will  increase  in 
geometrical  pro^retutm,  and  become  nine  timet 
greater  when  the  extension  is  made  by  the 
hand,  than  it  would  have  been  could  the  ex- 
tension have  been  made  on  the  distal  extremity 
of  the  radius.  Here,  too,  we  must  look  for  the 
consequences  of  over-distension,  which  the 
acute  mind  of  Mr.  Pott  has  guarded  us 
against,  by  directing  the  extension  to  be 
made  slowly,  that  time  should  be  allowed 
for  the  muscles  and  ligaments  to  relax  and 
give  way,  and  that  no  greater  force  should 
ever  be' applied  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  reduction,  when  applied  in  a 
proper  situation  and  direction. 

1  now  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
profession  to  the  following  case: — Samuel 
Payne,  aged  60  years,  a  fisherman  of  Mew- 
lyn,  near  Penzance,  informs  me  that,  when 
a  lad,  he,  by  a  fall,  injured  his  left  elbow. 
The  radius  must  have  been  dislocated  out- 
wards and  forwards :  it  hns  not  been  re- 
duced, and  presents  the  following  appear- 
ances : — A  joint  Ims  been  formed  on  the 
outside  of  the  external  condyle  of  the  hu- 
merus, on  which  the  head  of  the  radius  ro- 
tates ;  it  is  most  prominent  when  the  hand 
is  snpicated  ;  when  the  hand  is  pronated,  it 
i*  less  prominent,  by  rolling  more  forwards 
over  the  condyle.  The  coronoid  process  was 
probably  fractured  •,  for  though  the  sigmoid 
entity  of  the  ulna  traverses  in  the  trochlea 
t(  the  humerus,  yet,  when  the  arm  is  hent, 
the  olecranon,  which  is  enlarged,  projects 
further  back  than  that  of  the  oti.er  arm,  and 
is  prevented  from  falling  into  the  posterior 


foase,  so  as  to  allow  the  arm  being  fully 
extended  ;  neither  can  it  be  bent  so  for  as 
to  permit  the  thumb  to  touch  the  shoulder. 
A  depression  is  felt  on  the  inner  side  of  the 
radius,  where  its  head  ou^bt  to  rotate 
against  the  knob  of  the  external  condyle  of 
the  humerus.  The  arm,  three  inches  above 
and  below  the  condyles  of  the  humerus,  ia 
one  inch  less  in  circumference  than  his 
right  arm  in  the  same  places.  About  14 
years  since,  in  a  gale  of  wind,  he  was  washed 
out  of  a  boat,  and  hung  by  the  hand  of  hia 
cripjded  arm,  which  occasioned  so  muck 
over  dittensicn,  and  consequent  inflammation, 
that  his  fingers  have  since  been  contracted. 

This  case,  though  irreducible,  appears  to 
me  important,  because  it  has  enabled  me  to 
ascertain  by  experiment  the  practicability 
of  a  method  of  reducing  dislocations  of  the 
radius  forwards,  similar  to  that  which  I 
recommended  for  the  reduction  of  dislo- 
lated  thumbs,  fingers,  &c.  See  The  Lan- 
cet, vol.  i.  1827  8.  p.  260.  My  friend,  Dr. 
Clutterbuck,  of  Bridge  Street,  Blackfnars, 
being  at  Penzance  iu  August  last,  I  sub- 
mitted Samuel  Payne  to  his  inspection.  I 
repeated  the  experiment,  by  binding  the 
forearm  to  a  right  angle  with  the  humerus, 
and  supinating  the  baud.  1  placed  a  tape  on 
the  arm  above  the  head  of  the  radius,  and 
tied  it  on  the  inside  of  the  arm  below  the 
inner  condyle  of  the  humerus,  and  twisting 
both  ends  round  my  hand,  1  proved  to  hia 
satisfaction,  that  this  method  permitted  me 
to  make  an  extension  with  any  degree  of 
force  I  might  wish  to  employ,  without  dan- 
ger of  the  tape  slipping  ;  he  also  saw  and 
felt  the  head  of  the  radius  rotating  on  the 
condyle  of  the  humerus  when  the  hand  was 
moved,  and  was  convinced  that  by  bringing 
the  force  to  bear  immediately  on  the  bead 
of  the  radius,  that  bone  must  be  more  easily 
and  quickly  returned  to  its  proper  situation, 
than  by  any  other  means.  In  confirmation 
of  this,  Dr.  Clutterbuck  has  allowed  me  to 
refer  to  himself. 

I  have  also  had  an  opportunity  of  using 
the  same  method  in  the  following  case, 
which  well  illustrates  the  plau  1  huve  de- 
tailed. On  the  19th  of  July  last,  the  wife 
of  Henry  Curnow,  a  fanner  of  the  parish  of 
Ludgvaii.by  a  fall  from  u  horse,  dislocated 
her  left  wrist.  The  carpal  bones  were 
thrown  backwards  on  the  radius  and  ulna, 
which  were  thrust  forwards  upon  the  ante- 
rior annular  ligament.  1  bent  the  forearm 
to  a  right  angle  with  the  humerus,  where  it 
was  held  by  an  assistant;  and  having  placed 
the  tape  of  a  tourniquet  ou  her  arm,  imme- 
diately above,  and  partly  against  the  carpal 
bones,  I  tied  it  gently  ou  the  opposite  side. 
1  then  twisted  the  ends  round  my  left  hand, 
and  with  ray  ri«ht  grasped  her  hand.  I 
made  the  extension  with  both  hands,  and  in 
an  instant,  and  when  I  was  employing  very 
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little  force,  the  bones  passed  into  their  liip,  and  to  tie  or  fasten  them  to  each  other 


places,  the  tape  slid  down  on  the  wrist,  and 
the  woman  exclaimed,  "  the  hone  is  in  !" 
It  id  evident  that  a  dislocation  of  the  radius 
forwards  may  be  reduced  by  a  similar 
method,  and  with  the  same  facility  with 
which  I  reduced  this  dislocation  of  the 


on  the  inside  of  the  thigh,  close  to  the  pu- 
dendum, on  whicli.  fastening  a  pull  may  be 
fixed,  which  will  have  the  same  effect  as 
twisting  the  ends  round  the  hand ;  and 
whilst  an  extension  is  making,  and  as  soon 
as  the  strap  can  be  brought  to  act  on  the 


wrist;  compression  of  the  muscles  of  the  i  trochanter  of  the  dislocated  bone,  the  pull 
humerus  by  a  firm  roller,  as  1  described  in  |  should  be  hauled  in  a  proper  direction, 
my  former  paper,  would  here  be  of  great 1  which  must  greatly  assist  in  bringing  the 
use  ;  and  it  appears  to  me,  that  "  bending  \  head  of  the  thigh-bone  to  the  acetabulum, 
the  arm  over  the  back  of  a  sofn,"  in  Sir 


Astley  Cooper's  fourth  case,  was,  in  a  de- 
gree, productive  of  this  very  effect.  I  am 
fully  convinced,  that  far  less  force  will 
always  be  required  to  reduce  a  dislocation, 
when  the  force  can  be  applied  on  the  head 
of  the  ditlocattd  bane,  as  well  as  on  its  distal 
extremity,  than  if  it  be  applied  to  that  ex- 
tremity  only,  and  u  fortiori,  than  if  the  force 
be  applied  to  a  part  between  which  and  that 
extremity,  one  or  more  joints  may  inter- 
vene. 

I  cousider  the  effect  of  the  extension  mode 
by  the  hand  in  the  last  case,  chiefly  to  be,  to 
preserve  the  direction,  whilst  the  motive 
power  was  exerted  on  the  bones  themselves. 
This  method  has  also  the  advantage  of  em 


Penzance,  Oct.  10,  1828. 
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2?y  John  Lizars,  Esq.,  Edinburgh. 


In  the  spring  of  18*28,  I  was  requested 
by  Mr.  Campbell,  surgeon,  Newington,  to 
visit  a  patient  of  his,  affected  with  a  diseased 
uterus,  and  to  whom  1  am  indebted  for  the 
following  history  of  her  cuse.  She  was  an 
unmarried  woman,  forty-four  years  of  age, 
of  the  ordinary  stature,  apparently  in  good 
health,  and  acted  as  servant  in  a  gentle- 
ploying  no  more  force  than  is  absolutely  re- 1  man's  family.  She  stated,  that  for  some 
quired  to  make  sufficient  extension,  and  months  buck,  she  had  been  suffering  severe 
then  laterally  to  conduct  the  dislocated  bone  •  pain  in  her  lumbar  and  pelvic  regions,  with 
or  bones  into  their  proper  places.  No  a  bearing-down  sensation  of  the  womb,  and 
over-distension  can  here  take  place,  the  ■  a  dull  heavy  feeling  at  the  top  of  the  thighs; 
effect  of  which  has  been  shown  in  the  case  that  she  had  a  thin  offensive  leucorrboeal 


of  Samuel  Payno. 

Having  stated  the  use  of  this  method  in 
so  many-  cases,  I  need  not  particularise  all 
in  which  it  may  be  of  great  service,  for  I 
believe  wherever  it  can  be  applied,  it  will 


discharge,  occasional  rigors,  and  irregular 
catamenia  whicli  had  then  ceased  for  three 
months ;  that  she  voided  her  urine  fre- 
quently, but  with  difficulty ;  that  her 
bowels  were  irregular,  being  constipated 


certainly  be  found  an  important  advantage.  |  and  flatulent ;  and  that  she  was  sometimes 
I  have  already  mentioned  my  observations  i  attacked  with  vomiting.  From  these  suf- 
on  reducing  dislocated  thumbs  and  fingers, ;  ferings  she  was  unable  to  attend  to  her  du- 
published  in  Tin.  Lancet  ;  I  there  also  de- 1  ties,  being  confined  to  bed  for  two  or  three 
tailed  a  method  of  assisting  in  the  reduction  i  days  in  the  week.  On  examining  per  vagi- 
ot'tome  dislocations  of  the  thigh-hone  on  the  mm,  the  os  uteri  felt  turgid,  and  excited 


same  principle,  but,  unfortunately,  nn  error 
of  the  press,  converting  bight  into  tA/gfc,and 
pull  into  pulley,  has  rendered  the  paragraph 
unintelligible,  and  I  request  it  may  be  re- 
printed as  follows  : — 

In  addition  to  the  methods  so  scientific 


severe  pain,  which  darted  upwards,  produc- 
ing a  sensation  of  suffocation  :  the  cervix 
appeared  lengthened,  enlarged,  and  also 
painful  to  the  touch  ;  and  the  whole  organ 
was  increased  in  size,  and  very  hard  and 
heavy.    The  vagina  was  perfectly  sound 


with  the  circulus  membranosus  firm  and 
distinct.     Per    rectum,  the   uterus  felt 


cally  recommended  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  and  narrow,  was  natural  and  contracted, 
for  reducing  those  dislocations  of  the  thigh- 
bone, in  which  the  head  of  the  bone  is 
thrown  above  the  acetabulum,  1  propose  to  large,  hard  and  weighty,  about  the  size  of  a 
employ  a  four-tailed  bandage,  by  which  1  large  pear,  and  moveable  in  all  directions ; 
intend  two  rollers,  firmly  fastened  to  each  j  she  complained  equally  of  pain*  during 


other  at  the  middle  ;  and  to  prevent  it  from 
slipping,  I  carry  two  of  the  straps  in  oppo- 
site directions  round  the  pelvis,  under  the 
spine  of  the  ilium,  and  above  the  head  of 


this  mode  of  examination  ;  indeed,  after  any 
examination,  she  required  to  remain  quiet 
in  bed  for  some  hours  before  the  pain  sub- 
sided.   All  the  other  viscera  of  the  abdo- 


the  dislocated  thigh-bone,  to  be  crossed  on  J  nu  n  seemed  perfectly  sound  and  healthy, 
the  opposite  side,  and  held  by  assistants,  i  As  the  vagina  was  so  small  that  the  uterus 
and  to  bring  down  the  other  two  straps  also  could  not  be  removed  by  this  passage,  I  re- 
in opposite  directions,  80  as  to  encircle  the  j  commended  an  attempt  to  dilate  it  by 
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Weiss's  speculum  ani,  and  to  try  the  effects  i  c™tt.  I  next,  in  the  same  cautious 
of  o  decoction  of  ergot,  which* I  had  found  ni"r.  insulated  the  connexion  of  the  uterus 
most  beneficial  in  {similar  cases.  She  l lien  anti  urinary  bladder,  (previously  inserting 
went  to  the  country,  and  I  heard  no  mnre  a  common  male  sound  mto  the  urethra,  in 
of  her  until  September  last,  when  her  suf-  order  to  keep  the  urinary  bladder  greatly 

on  the  stretch,)  which  was  equally  tedious 
and  difficult.  Lastly,  I  cut  with  a  straight 
probe-pointed  bistoury  the  round  and  broad 
ligaments  of  the  right  side,  close  to  the 


ferings  had  so  much  increased,  thnt  she 
implored  us  to  think  of  some  more  effectual 
mode  of  relief,  for  her  life  had  become  a 
burthen  to  her;  she  mentioned  that  the 


ergot,  in  a  few  davs  after  she  had  taken  it,  uterus,  keeping  extremely  close  to  the  lat 
produced  flooding",  which  had  weakened  her. ; ter  organ,  in  order  to  avoid  wounding  the 
Her  countenance  had  the  dull  leaden  leu-  meter;  and  in  the  same  cautious  way  di- 
corrhaal  cast,  and  her  health  seemed  to  vided  ^e  ligaments  of  the  left  side,  and 
have  suffered  much.  Examination  per  vagi- ,  removed  the  diseased  uterus.  Not  two 
nam  et  recium  produced  more  pain,  and  the  j  pounds  of  blood  were  lost  during  the  ope- 
utems  appeared  to  have  increased  in  size.  "*t»on,  which  she  bore  with  uncommon 
She  was  unable  to  use  the  upecntum  ani  above  fortitude,  although  she  appeared  much  ex- 
once  a  week,  from  the  pain  it  produced,  so  bausted  from  pain,  but  bo  fainting  ensued ; 
that  the  taginal  passage  was  nowise  di-  fll,e  requested  several  times  a  little  wine 
lnted.  We  now  told  both  her  and  her  mas-  ond  water.  On  examining  the  pelvic  ca- 
ter the  nature  of  the  operation,  when  she  1  v>ly.  removal  of  the  uterus,  no 
clung  to  the  proposal  as  the  lust  means  of,  intestine  but  the  rectum  could  be  felt;  the 
relieving  her,  and  could  not  be  dissuaded  left  ovarium,  however,  was  enlarged  to  about 
from  it  by  her  master,  who  was  averse  to 1  ih*  of  a  small  apple,  and  felt  distended 
her  running  any  risk  of  danger  whatever.  fluid.  1  attempted  first  to  seise  it  with 
Seeing  her  so  determined  he  then  encou- ;  a  ,l°ok,  and  remove  it  with  the  bistoury  : 
raged  her,  and  procured  a  room  for  her  in  |  Dut  being  foiled  in  consequence  of  its  close 
town,  with  every  comfort.  i  adhesion  to  the  parietcs  of  the  pelvis,  I 
On  the  1st.  October  she  took  a  dose  ofjmerely  punctured  it.  The  patient,  who  had 
physic ;  and  on  the  next  morning,  the  day  I  no.w  D1,en  under  the  operation  thirty-five 
of  the  operation,  a  domestic  enema  was  ad-  '  minutes,  was  carried  to  bed,  and  the  nat 


raised  gently  with  a  pillow,  as  in  the  opera- 
tion, and  the  limbs  bound  together  with  a 


ministered.    At,  twelve  o'clock  the  opera 
tion  was  performed  in  the  following  man- 
ner:  she  was  placed  on  a  table  in  the  atti-  J  handkerchief,   to  prevent  the  intestines 
tude  for  lithotomy,  without  being  bound  ;  ^l0m  descending  ;  but  she  felt  the  position 


>my,  without  being 
the  limbs  Were  held  by  two  assistants,  and 
the  nates  raised  above  the  level  of  the 
shoulders,  with  the  view  of  preventing  the 
small  intestines  from  descending  into  the 
pelvis,  and  as  a  greater  security  against 
such  an  event,  Mr.  Campbell  placed  his 
hand  across  the  abdomen,  immediately  over 
the  region  of  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum. 
I  had  resolred  to  follow  the  mode  of  Or. 
Blundell ;  but  the  vagina  was  so  contracted, 
that  only  two  fingers  could  be  inserted  ;  1 
therefore  divided  the  perineum  with  a  bis- 
toury from  the  rectum,  by  this  means  laying 
the  rectum  and  vagina  into  one,  and  eveu 
then  I  found  a  difficulty  in  reaching  the 
cervix  uteri,  which  I  transfixed  with  a  cur- 
ved needle,  armed  with  a  strong  ligature, 
which  was  knotted,  and  given  to  i)r.  Camp- 
bell,* who  gently  held  it  on  the  stretch.  I 
then  proceeded  with  a  straight,  uarrow, 
sharp-pointed  bistoury,  conducting  it  along 
the  forefinger  of  my  left  hand,  to  divide  the 
peritoneum  and  cellular  tissue  uniting  the 
uterus  and  rectum,  which,  in  consequence 
of  its  being  more  closely  and  extensively 
adherent  thah  natural,  was  tedious  and  dif- 


•  Lecturer  on  the  Practice  of  Physic  and 
Midwifery. 


so  uneasy,  that  it  was  necessary  to  remove 
them  almost  immediately.  The  uterus, 
when  dissected,  presented  every  appearance 
of  carcinoma,  especially  the  cervix  and  one 
side  of  the  In-dv,  which  projected  consider- 
ably, fonning  a  round  tumour,  about  the 
size  of  a  chesuut.  Soon  after  the  operation 
she  complained  of  sickness,  with  inclination 
to  vomit,  both  of  which  hourly  increased  ; 
in  two  hours  rigours  came  on,  although  bot- 
tles of  hot  water  were  applied  to  her  feet, 
a  practice,  which  I  invariably  adopt  after 
all  great  operations ;  in  three  hours  she 
complained  of  acute  pain  in  her  bowels, 
with  incessant  thirst ;  her  pulse  was  scarcely 
perceptible,  her  face  bedewed  with  cold 
perspiration,  and  her  hands  also  cool,  so 
that  she  was  allowed  a  tea-spoonful  of 
brandy  and  teu  drops  of  laudauum,  with 
hot  water  and  sugar,  every  hour.  She  had 
a  peculiar  craving  for  food,  and  had  already 
taken  some  tea  and  biscuit.  Five  hours 
after  the  operation  she  had  taken  a  third 
dose  of  the  brandy  and  laudanum,  her  skin 
had  become  more  natural,  her  pulse  more 
perceptible,  but  the  pain,  thirst,  and  vo- 
miting still  continued.  She  complained  of 
acute  pain  in  the  hypogastric  region,  with 
an  urgent  desire  to  make  water  ;  this  was 
accordingly  drawn  off  with  the  catheter. 
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The  brandy  andlaudannm  wore  discontinued, 
and  the  toast-water,  tea,  and  oat-meal  gruel, 
which  she  had  been  taking  from  the  first, 
allowed  her.  Nine  hours  from  the  opera- 
tion, she  had  slept  for  a  few  minutes,  but 
awoke,  complaining  equally  of  pain,  thirst, 
and  vomiting.  At  three  o'clock,  next  morn- 
ing, fifteen  hours  after  the  operation,  the 
pulse  become  rather  fuller,  and  coutiuued 
to  increase  in  strength  for  an  hour  and  a 
half;  the  skin  to  be  hot  and  dry,  with  a 
flushed  cheek  ;  the  tongue  dry,  and  pain  to 
be  equally  severe  and  much  increased  on 
pressure  ;  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  ab- 
stracted, with  evident  relief.  The  abdomen 
fomented  with  flannel  cloths,  dipped  in  hot 
water  and  turpentine,  which  also  afforded 
much  relief,  and  the  feet  surrouuded  with 
the  same.  At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning 
she  was  much  better  ;  the  pain  confined  to 
the  hypogastric  region,  and  she  felt  a  fre- 
quent inclination  to  void  her  urine,  which 
she  now  did  without  the  catheter  ;  there 
was  a  Slight  venous  discharge  per  vaginum  ; 
the  thirst  was  nearly  as  great  as  ever,  but 
the  vomiting  had  ceased;  the  skin  was 
moist  and  natural ;  the  pulse  small  and  fee- 
ble ;  she  took  some  tea  and  biscuit  with  some 
relish.  From  this  period,  until  half  past  ten 
o'clock,  she  continued  to  improve,  sleeping 
mildly  and  soundly  at  intervals,  and  having 
little  ot"  no  pain,  or  thirst;  when  the  vo- 
miting, thirst,  and  pain  recurred,  and  the 
face  and  hands  became  cold  and  clammy. 
The  brandy  and  hot  water  were  repeated, 
and  bottles  of  hot  water  applied  to  the  hands, 
feet,  and  sides,  with  apparent  good  effect. 
At  one  o'clock  her  breathing  became  hur- 
ried ;  and  although  she  had  slept  at  inter- 
vals, still  the  symptoms  indicated  more  de- 
pression of  the  vital  powers,  a  drachm  of 
nitrous  ether,  another  of  aromatic  spirit 
of  ammonia,  and  five  drops  of  laudanum, 
were  given  every  hour  ;  but  the  vomiting, 
thirst,  and  craving  for  food,  continued  una- 
bated, aud  the  skin  became  colder  and 
more  clammy  ;  the  pulse  totally  imper- 
ceptible ;  the  breathing  more  huTried  ;  the 
vomiting  more  urgent,  until  eight  o'clock, 
when  she  expired. 

Dissection. 

Two  o'clock,  p.m., Saturday,  4th  October, 
thirty  hours  after  death.  On  making  the 
usual  crucial  incision  of  the  parietes  of  the 
abdomen,  the  peiitoneum  appeared  deeply 
tinged  in  patches,  partly  with  inflammation 
and  partly  with  blood,  but  chiefly  with  the 
latter,  of  which  there  might  be  interspersed 
over  the  abdominal  cavity  about  six  ounces. 
The  soft  linings  of  the  pelvic  cavity  were 
infilirattd  with  blood;  the  urinary  bladder, 
and  ureters, and  rectum,  were  perfectly  sound 
and  healthy,  and  the  vagina  presented  a 


(natural  appearance.  The  left  ovarium,  which 
|  was  diseased,  and  of  the  size  of  a  small 
!  apple,  was  distended  with  blood  and  hair  \ 
[the  former  apparently  a  consequence  of  the 
puncture  made  during  the  operation. 


OV  TnE  TREATMENT  OF  PILFS. 

By  F.  Salmon,  E^.,  Surgeon  to  the  Generul 
Dispensary. 

Two  recent  numbers  of  a  periodical  pub- 
lication contain  some  observations  from 
Mr;  Bacot,  not  only  reprehending  the  plan 
[of  treatment  advised  by  Mons.  Dupuy- 
tren,  in  the  removal  of  haemorrhoids ;  hut 
likewise  condemning,  in  the  most  indiscrimi- 
nate manner,  the  excision  of  that  disease. 

The  opinions  Mr.  Bacot  has  advanced, 
which  he  states  to  have  founded  upon  the 
observations  of  Air.  Copeland,  appear  to  me 
of  too  much  practical  importance  to  be 
passed  over  in  silence. 

Befoie  I  proceed  to  allude  to  the  treat- 
ment of  hemorrhoids  by  excision,  or  by 
ligature,  i  trust  I  may  be  permitted  to  ex- 
amine how  far  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Cope- 
land  accord  with  those  Mr.  Bacot  has 
assigned  to  him.  He  (Mr.  Bacot)  writes, 
"  It  cannot  be  too  generally  known  that 
the  profession  is  indebted  solely  to  Mr. 
Copeland  for  the  cleur  and  scientific  view 
which  he  gave,  some  years  ago, of  this  class 
of  complaints  ;  to  him  alone  must  be  ascribed 
the  merit  of  having  shown  to  what  cases 
the  operation  by  ligature  is  applicable,  and 
where  excision  may  be  practiced  with  safe- 
ty ;  and  the  value  of  his  works  consists  in 
the  sound  and  unerring  principle  upon  which 
it  is  founded — that  of  the  anatomical  stiuc- 
ture  of  the  parts  concerned.  It  has  often 
surprised  me  that,  notwithstanding  the 
length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the 
publication  of  Mr.  Copeland's  pamphlet, 
and  the  eminent  success  attending  his  prac- 
tice, the  profession,  both  in  England  and  on 
the  Continent,  appear  to  be  still  so  little 
instructed  on  this  subject,  in  all  modern 
works  upon  diseases  of  the  rectum,  includ- 
ing Messrs.  White's,  Kirby's,  and  Calvert's, 
the  treatment  of  the  internal  hemorrhoidal 
tumour,  is  discussed  in  a  manner  that  evi- 
dently shows  those  gentlemen  to  have  been 
unacquainted  with  the  true  principles  of 
practice  in  these  cases  ;  and  1  cannot  but 
repeat  my  conviction  that,  if  the  mode  of 
operating,  first  brought  into  notice  by  Mr. 
Copeland,  and  which  I  have  followed  for 
some  years  with  the  same  invariable  suc- 
cess, was  generally  understood,  and  appre- 
ciated as  it  ought  to  be,  we  should  hear 
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nothing  more  of  the  excision  of  internal 
hemorrhoids." 

Now,  respecting  the  formation  of  he- 
morrhoids, Mr.  Copeland  remarks,  "  that 
the  intestinal  varicose  tumour,  or  bemorr-  [ 
hoidal  excrescence,  has  been  so  very  sc- 1 
curately  described,  and  distinguished  from  : 
other  complaints  which  it  somewhat  resem- ! 
bles,  by  Sir  James  Carle,  and  some  others, 
sud  is  a  disease  so  well  known  to  surgeons, 
that  it  become*  unnecttvxry  to  enter  into  a 
minute  detail  of  its  nature  and  its  appear*  I 
ance.*    But  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  al- 
though I  bare  repeatedly  succeeded  to  the  , 
utmost  of  my  wishes  in  curing  the  disease  j 
by  the  application  of  a  ligature  ;  this  suc- 
cess has  not  been  so  uniform  as  to  establish 
it  in  my  mind  as  an    operation  atieayi 
to  be  recommended.    In  one  instance  the 
patient  very  narrowly  escaped  death  ;  in 
another,  very  serious  symptoms  were  pro-  | 
duced  by  (he  operation  ;  and,  in  a  third  case, 
the  operation  was  actually  fatal.    1  have 
also  heard  of  one  or  two  other  iustances  { 
where  the  life  of  the  patient  was  destroyed  I 
hy  freely  tying  off  the  hemorrhoidal  ex* 
cressence." 

Mr.  Copeland   further    condemns  the 
unscientific  manner  in  which  the  removal  by 
ligature  is  frequently  performed,  neverthe- 
less admitting,  that  he  has  seen  "  very  se- 
rious accidents,  and  even  death,  sometimes 
happen,  when  much  less  injury  is  offered  to  I 
the  parts  than  in  the  case  which  Mou*. 
Petit  has  related.  Locked  jaw,  suppression 
or  retention  of  urine,  aud  oiher  bad  symp- 
toms have  occured,  when  no  more  violence 
has  been  done  to  the  rectum  than  in  many  j 
of  those  cases  which  have  been  published,  J 
and  have  terminated  happily."     And  he  j 
concludes  this  part  of  his  subject  by  advis-  j 
ing  as  "  the  safest  and  best  way,  to  pass  a  ! 
ligature  round  one  only  of  the  tumours  at  a  j 
time,  the  most  painful  and  troublesome  of  j 
them,  aud  to  wait  until  the  patient  has 
quite  recovered  from  this  operation  before 
any  thing  more  be  attempted,  if  any  thing) 
more  should  still  be  necessary." 

Respecting  the  removal  by  excision,  all  j 
Mr.  Copeland  observes  is,  "  but  I  confess 
that  I  have  been  hitherto  deterred,  by  the 
fear  of  haemorrhage,  from  extirpating  them 
by  excision :  for  it  is  to  be  recollected 
that  the  veins  of  the  abdominal  viscera 
hove  no  valves,  aud  also  that  considerable 
difficulty  has  been  felt  by  Mr.  Hey,  and  by 
other  surgeons,  in  restraining  the  bleeding 
after  such  an  operation.  It  is  better  that 
this  operation,  by  ligature,  should  be  re- 
peated two  or  threu  times,  if  it  should  be- 
come necessary,  than  that  the  tumour  should 


•  lie  afterwards  alludes  to  different  au- 
thors who  have  recommended  the  treat- 
ment by  extisiou,  or  by  ligature. 


be  all  removed  at  once,  at  the  ii 
risk  of  the  life  of  the  patient !" 

To 'what  extent,  then,  the  opinions  of  Mr 
Copeland  merit  the  eulogium  Mr.  Bacot 
has  bestowed  upon  them,  I  leave  to  the 
decision  of  others. 

To  Mr.  Copeland,  however,  the  merit 
of  originality  and  utility  is  justly  due 
for  the  treatment  of  hemorrhoids  in  the 
early  stages  by  the  use  of  the  rectum  bou- 
gie ;  though  I  do  not  agree  with  that  gen- 
tleman as  to  its  modus  operandi,  since  I 
believe  where  it  is  productive  of  any  bene- 
fit, it  is  not  by  its  pressure  producing  ab- 
sorption of  the  hemorrhoids,  (for  before 
this  would  take  place,  ulceration  of  the  psrt 
would  most  probably  eusue)  but  by  the 
removal  of  stricture  of  some  particular  part 
of  the  bowel. 

In  my  «•  Practical  Essay  upon  Stricture  of 
the  Rectum,"  which  1  presume  Mr.  Bacot 
has  not  perused,  since  he  has  made  no 
allusion  to  it,  I  have  given  some  esses  illus- 
trative of  this  particular  ;  and  it  appears  to 
me  by  no  means  improbable,  that  the  hae- 
morrhage which  sometimes  follows  the  re- 
moval both  of  external  and  of  internal  he- 
morrhoids, is,  in  a  great  degree,  promoted  by 
the  same  cause  ;  for  any  obstruction  at  the 
superior  part  of  the  intestine  tends,  not  only 
to  prevent  the  free  circulation  of  the  blood, 
but  likewise  to  create  an  hemorrhagic  dis- 
position in  the  vessels  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  rectum. 

A  just  consideration  of  the  causes  of  any 
particular  complaint  will  be  our  best  guide  ; 
not  only  to  prevent  it,  but  likewise  as  to 
the  mode  of  treatment  we  should  adopt  for 
us  removal  or  alleviation.  Let  us  therefore 
briefly  enquire  into  the  causes  of  piles. 
Various  as  these  will  be  found,  they  all 
tend  towards  the  same  results,  viz.  '*  dis- 
tention of  the  minute  vessels  of  the  mucous 
coat  of  the  rectum,  and  enlargement  of  the 
hem>  rrhoidul  veins.  They  may  be  pro- 
duced, therefore,  by  any  circumstance, 
constitutional  or  mechanical,  pretemutu- 
rally  exciting,  or  iiuchanically  obstructing, 
the  circulation  in  these  particular  parts. 
Thus  they  commonly  follow  an  injudicious 
use  of  peculiar  or  violent  purgative  medi- 
cines ;  or  too  great  an  indulgence  in  vene- 
ry:  hence,  also,  arises  the  prevalence  of 
piles  in  persons  accustomed  to  a  sedentary 
mode  of  life,  the  preternatural  wurinth  ex- 
cited from  the  constant  silling  position  of 
the  body,  promoting,  undue  action  in  the 
vessels  of  the  lower  part  of  the  alimentary 
caual ;  while  the  deficiency  of  exercise  in- 
ducts a  torpid  and  confiued  slate  of  the 
bowels,  in  great  degree  assisted  by  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  secretion  of  bile."  They  are 
very  commonly  connected  with  an  enlarged 
aud  diseased  condition  of  the  liver  ;  in  which 
case  we  shall  usually  lind  the  venous  circula- 
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tion  of  tbe  rectum,  to  be  more  or  less  of- !  to  encounter  much  locol  irritation,  and  not 
fected ;  a  circumstance  satisfactorily  ac-  i  unfrequently  severe  constitutional  disturb- 
couuted  for,  when  we  consider  tbe  immc-  once  ;  over  which,  when  once  excited,  we 
diate  connexion  which  exists  between  the  have  a  very  limited  controul.  Provided 
vena  portse  and  haemorrhoidal  veins.  But  ;  there  »re  several  tumours,  (a  common  oc- 
a  common  cause  of  piles  will  be  found  in  a  currence,  we  shall  be  necessitated  to  per- 
contrnited  condition  of  some  portion  of  the  form  several  operations.  The  application 
rectum,  which  causes  an  accumulation  of  of  the  ligature  is  extremely  painful :  its 
indurated  faeces  in  the  bowel ;  this  necessa-  '  operation  tedious,  and  not  un frequently  in- 
rily  irritates  the  part,  and  its  mucous  cout !  complete,  either  from  the  ligature  getting 
more  particularly,  while  the  perpetual  ,  loose,  or  by  reason  of  the  base  of  the  tu- 
straining  which  accompanies  the  disposition  :  mours  being  left,  whicli  forms  a  nidus  for 
for  motion,  the  result  of  the  accumulation, !  the  return  of  the  disease.  The  treatment, 
injects  the  minute,  vessels  of  the  bowel, ;  otter  the  removal  of  the  tumour?,  is  likewise 
distends  them,  and  finally  causes  them  to  ,  protracted  ;  lastly,  it  is  inapplicable,  whero 

there  is  much  distention  of  the  haemorrhoi- 


rupture,  producing  the  hemorrhage 
nerally  experienced,  more  or  less,  by  those  j  dal  veins. 

who  are  subject  to  piles.  It  is  not  always  Mow  the  removal  by  excision  is  more  ex- 
judicious,  suddenly,  to  correct  this  effect ;]  peditious,  it  is  more  complete,  the  pain  is 
tor  thougii  it  is  a  diseased  action,  it  is  very  less,  as  is  the  danger  either  of  local  in- 
frequently the  mode  by  which  nature  re-  j  flammation,  or  of  constitutional  disturbance, 
lieves  herself,  and  it  thus,  perhaps,  pre-  the  parts  heal  more  readily,  and,  finally, 
vents  the  formation  of  a  more  serious  if  we  are  compelled  to  divide  the  enlarged 
disease.  '.  haemorrhoidal  veins,  the  probable  danger 

"  From  this  cause,  likewise,  the  hremor-  ■  from  hemorrhage  i3  not  by  any  means  so 
rhoidal  veins  may  become  distended,  which  :  great,  as  that  which  is  to  be  apprehended 
do  not  burst,  but  enlarging,  form  permanent  from  the  constitutional  and  local  disturb- 
tumours  in  the  part.  This  enlargement  will  once,  which  almost  invariably  follow  the 
continue  to  increase,  provided  the  cause  including  them  in  a  ligature.  If,  therefore, 
remains  uncorrected,  till,  in  extreme  in-  «*e  survey  the  advantages  which  may  reason- 
stances,  the  whole  cavity  of  the  rectum  will  bly  be  expected  to  follow  the  operation  by 
be  nearly  tilled  up.  i  excision  or  by  ligature,  1  think  it  must  be 

"  Another  effect  of  irritation  in  the  bowed,  i  admitted  that  they  preponderate  in  favour  of 
is  the  coagulable  Kmph,  which,  from  time  ,  the  removal  by  excisiou.  So  far  as  my  ex- 
to  time,  is  thrown  out  upon  the  inner  coat  perience  has  gone,  I  cau  only  say  that  1 
of  the  intestine,  and  between  its  muscular  have  repeatedly  performed  the  operation  by 
and  mucous  coats ;  which  lymph,  becoming  excision,  with  the  most  perfect  success; 
organised,  at  last  creates 
diseased  superstructure,  prod 


a  huge  muss  of  occasionally  I  have  bad  to  encounter  hte- 
oductive  of  into- '  morrhage,  but  never  to  such  an  extent  as  to 


endanger  the  life  of  the  patient,  or  even  to 
be  a  source  of  apprehension,  since  it  has 
readily  subsided  upon  throwing  a  few  injec- 


lerable  pain." 

"  The  foregoing  is,  as  I  believe,  a  very 
brief  and  simple  narrative,  both  of  the  for- 
mation of  piles,  and  of  the  hemorrhoidal !  tions  of  cold  water  into  the  rectum.    On  the 
excrescence."*— .Vow  let  us  suppose  the  in- i  other  hand,  in  three  cases  out  of  seven  in 
stance  of  a  surgeon  being  consulted  by  a  j  which  I  opplied  the  ligature,  though  it 
patient  suffering  from  an  extreme  case  of 
piles  ;  he  inquires  into  the  state  of  the  pa- 
tient's general  health,  und  ascertains  that 
he  has  not  any  enlarged  or  diseased  condi- 
tion of  the  liver,  no  stricture  in  the  intes 


was  used  with  great  caution,  it  created 
such  severe  constitutional,  as  well  as  local, 
disturbance,  that  I  was  obliged  to  lake  it 
away.  I  may  also  add,  that  ]  have  more 
than  once   excised  the  excrescence  from 


»"«  •« "    u...a^«.u.v     ...    W*\     l"Vt  ,    -  -  —       — 

tine,  or  any  other  organic  affection  to  which  :  patients  who  had  previously  undergone  the 
the  formation  of  the  piles  may  reasonably  operation  by  ligature,  and  who  have  ex 


be  attributed.  He  examines 
discovers  one  or  several  tumo 


ines  the  part,  and  pressed  their  decided  \ 
imour*,  either  pro-  former  mode  of  relief.  1 


reference  for  the 
am  inclined  there- 


truding  externally,  or  being  within  the  \  fore  to  believe,  that  when  haemorrhage  en- 
sphincter.  On  what  is  he  to  found  his ;  sues  to  any  extent,  it  is  in  those  cases 
judgment  as  to  the  removal  by  excision  or  where  the  tumours  are  accompanied  with 
by  ligature?  I  should  say,  not  bo  much  upon  ■  atl  enlarged  and  diseased  condition  of  the 
the  size  of  the  tumour  and  it»  extent  of  at- 
tachment to  the  rectum,  as  upon  the  con- 
dition of  the  haemorrhoidal  veins. 
In  the  removal  by  ligature,  we  shall  have 


•  Salmon  on  Stricture  of  the  Rectum,  &c. 
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liver,  with  stricture  in  some  part  of  the 
rectum,  or  some  other  disense  which  may 
give  rise  to  an  hamorrhagic  disposition  in 
those  vessels  we  have  divided. 

V>,  Old  Broad  Street,  M'ov.  1,  1828, 
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THE  LANCET. 

London,  Saturday ,  November  29,  1828. 


We  alluded,  last  week,  to  a  fabricated 
case  transmitted  to  this  Journal  from  Glas- 
gow, in  a  letter  signed  "  Maxwell  C.  Cal- 
der,"  in  the  expectation  that  our  exposure 
of  the  fraud  would  be  contemporaneous 
with  some  effusion  on  the  part  of  the  fabri- 
cator, or  of  those  who  colluded  with  him, 
complaining  of  the  false  statement  to  which 
they  had  themselves  given  circulation.  Our 
anticipations  have  been  more  than  fulfilled 
by  the  respectable  parties  to  this  transac- 
tion, for  they  have  put  forth  an  unblushing 
avowal  of  their  own  turpitude,  and  are  evi- 
dently of  opinion,  thot  the  success  of  their 
fraud  affords  a  just  ground  for  exultation. 


waging  at  Glasgow  between  the  friends  to 

the  freedom  of  the  medical  press  and  the 
supporters  of  a  "  Hole  and  Corner"  sys- 
tem, was  one  in  which  the  operation  for 
strangulated  hernia  was  performed  upon  a 
boy,  without  any  regular  attempt  at  the 
taxis,  Weeding,  &c,  and  whsre  the  irredu- 
cible hernia  pioved  to  be  nothing  but  a  col- 
lection of  water  in  the  spermatic  chord  ! 
The  accuracy  of  the  accouut  of  this  case, 
which  will  be  found  at  page  496  of  our  last 
volume,  was  denied  in  a  communication 
from  Glasgow,  to  which  we  gave  insertion, 
and  which,  shortly  after  its  insertion,  elicit- 
ed a  letter  from  Mr.  Macnee,  who  was  dresser 
to  the  patient,  confirming  the  original  state- 
ment. This  last  statement  has  never  been 
contradicted,  and  may,  therefore,  be  taken 
to  be  undeniable.  If  further  proof  were 
wanting  to  establish  the  case  brought  against 


it  would  be  found  in  the  contemptible 
noenvre  to  which  they  or  their  instruments 
have  resorted — a  manoeuvre  which  has  suc- 
ceeded sufficiently  to  expose  and  disgrace 
its  inventors.  The  denial  of  our  Corres- 
pondent's accuracy  was  met  by  proof,  and 


Low  as  we  had  reason  to  rate  the  morally 
of  these  persons,  we  gave  them  credit  for  the  functionaries  of  the  Glasgow  Infirmary, 
a  species  of  sagacity,  or  cunning,  frequeutlv 
found  united  with  fraudulent  propensities, 
which  they  do  not  appear  to  possess.  The 
object  of  the  perpetrators  of  this  fraud  was 
to  throw  discredit  on  certain  cases  publish- 
ed in  The  Lancet,  the  accuracy  of  which 
has  been  fully  established,  by  showing  that  proof  has  been  answered  by  fraud, 
a  case,  which  had  never  occurred,  was  ma-  J  The  Scotch  Bats  have  small  cause  for  self, 
liciously  inserted  in  our  Journal.  Now,  the  |  gratulation  on  the-  success  of  their  fraud, 
avowal  of  their  own  fraud  negatives  the '  'or  they  will  gain  nothing  by  it  but  the 
imputation  of  malice,  and  consequently  de-  assurance,  that  a  few  obscure  and  hungry 
feats  the  object  of  the  fabrication.  Had  ( birds  of  prey  on  this  side  of  the  Tweed  have 
they  merely  insisted  on  the  false  statement,  a  kindred  feeling  with  their  tribe,  and  are 
the  ohms  would  have  been  thrown  upon  this  ready  to  exult  and  flap  their  wings  at  a  sup- 
Journal  of  showing  that  the  fabricated  case  posed  triumph  over  The  Lancet.  We  can 
had  been  innocently  published;  but  by  i  afford  for  once,  however,  to  acknowledge 
avowing  their  own  fraud,  they,  at  the  same  that  our  adversaiies  have  triumphed,  since 
time,  furnish  a  complete  answer  to  the  alle-  the  only  superiority  to  which  they  pretend 


gation,  that  we  have  been  actuated  by  mali- 
cious motives  in  publishing  cases  of  mala 
praxis  at  the  Glasgow  Infirmary,  and  they 
prove  nothing,  therefore;  but  the  liability 
of  Journalists  to  be  deceived,  so  long  as 
society  is  infested  by  persons  as  despicable 
and  degraded  as  themselves. 
The  case  which  gave  rise  to  the  war  now 


is  superiority  in  the  use  of  weapons  which 
no  honest  antagonist  would  employ.  They 
have  failed  in  all  legitimate  attempts  to  cope 
with  The  Lancet,  but  the  arts  of  circum- 
vention and  fraud  may  still  furnish  a  field 
for  their  ambition,  the  more  easily  won,  as 
they  will  have  nothing  to  dread  from  our 
competition. 


"I 
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We  can  hardly  imagine  a  more  decisive 
refutation  of  the  charge  of  malice  against 
hospital  functionaries,  which  l  as  beeu  s 
frequently  and  absurdly  made  against  thi* 
Journal,  than  the  acknowledged  necessity 
of  resorting  to  fraud,  in  order  to  procure  th< 
insertion  of.  a  statement  involving  the  pro- 
fessional ability  of  a  hospital  surgeon  at 
Glasgow.    It  is  made  matter  of  boast  and 
exultation,  that  the  fraud  was  "  well-con- 
ceived and  happily  executed."    A  "  well 
conceived  fraud"  is  a  phrase  which  ea 
vouis  strongly   of  the  morality  of  Mr. 
Peach  ion,  who  held  that  there  were  some 
rogues  of  so  dull  an   apprehension  that 
they  would   never  como    to  the  fallow.* 
wiih  credit,  if  they  were  to  live  a  twelve' 
month,    liut  admitting,  as  we   are  readv 
to   admit,    that  tho   fraud  was  skilful]} 
executed,  what  does  this  fact  prove,  but 
that  it  was  necessary  to  furnish,  prima  facie. 
evidence  of  the  authenticity  of  the  case,  in 
order  to  procure  its  insertion  in  this  Jour- 
nal 1    We  cannot,  of  course,  be  responsible 
to  the  same  extent,  for  the  accuracy  of  cases 
transmitted  to  us  by  our  correspondents,  as 
for  that  of  cases  reported  upon  our  own 
authority;  but  where  there  is  no  strong 
reason,  upon  the  face  of  a  letter,  to  doubt 
the  iutegrity  of  the  writer,  we  shall  not  be 
deterred  by  a  single,  and  in  the  course  of 
our  editorial  experience,  unexampled  in- 
stance of  dishonesty  on  the  port  of  an  un- 
principled Scotchman,  from  giving  inser- 
tion to  communications  addressed  to  us  by 
provincial  surgeons.    The  only  instances  in 
which  we  uniformly  refuse  to  insert  com- 
munications from  unknown  correspondents 
are,  where  the  skill  of  a  practitioner  may 
be  impugned  or  questioned  in  a  case  occur- 
ring in  private  practice.    Cases  occurring  in 
public    hospitals   stand  upon    u  totally 
different  footing.    Hospital  surgeons  are 
amenable  to  the  public  for  the  faithful  and 
efficient  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office 
with  which  they  are  entrusted.    The  pa- 
tients of  private  practitioners  have  the 
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neans  of  redress  in  their  own  hands,  if 
hey  are  unskilfully  treated;  not  so  the 
iestitute  sick  who  seek  relief,  and  too  fre- 
(uently  find  themselves  neglected  and  mal- 
treated, in  our  charitable  institutions.  For 
one  case  of  negligence  or  ignorance  on  tho 
part  of  hospital  surgeons,   that  is  fairly 
wrought  under  the  notice  of  the  public,  it 
nay  be  truly  said,  that  twenty  escape  the 
animadversion  which  is  due  to  them.  Hence, 
the  vigilance  of  the  medical  press  should  be 
•xerted,  not  against,  but  in  favour  of,  those 
who  complain  of  the  conduct  of  hospital 
functionaries ;  not  with  a  view  to  suppress 
nr  discourage  statements, — because  such 
statements  may,  by  possibility,  turn  out  to 
be  erroneous  or  exaggerated,— but  to  afford 
every  facility  to  the  weaker  party  to  prefer 
complaints  a^aiust  the  stronger ;  because 
we  know,  from  experience,  that  such  com* 
plaints  are,  irf  a  majority  of  instances,  too 
well  founded.    It  is  a  wholesome  doctrine, 
which  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  on 
the  minds  of  hospital  surgeons,  that  they 
hold  situations  for  the  efficient  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  which  they  are  responsible, 
not  merely  to  the  hospital  patients  indivi- 
dually,—for,  if  their  responsibility  extended 
no  farther,  they  would,  in  effect,  owing  to 
the  condition  of  the  patients,  which  is,  for 
the  mo*t  part,  destitute  and  friendless,  be 
wholly  irrespojwble,— but  to  the  public.  The 
public  have  a  right  to  know  whether  such 
surgeons  are,  or  are  not,  competent  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  they 
have  been  appointed  ;  and  this  knowledge 
thev  can  only  obtain  through  the  medium 
of  a  Free  Medical  Press.  The  distinction 
between  the  cases  of  an  incompetent  hospi- 
tal surgeon,  and  an  unskilful  private  practi- 
tioner, as  affording  ground  for  the  animad- 
versions of  a  public  journal,  is  too  plain,  we 
apprehend,  not  to  be  perceived  even  by 
those  who  have,  in  argument,  confounded 
them.    Iu  the  first  place,  an  incompetent 
hospital  surgeon  has  not  only  far  greater 
opportunities  of  doing  mischief,  but  he  is 
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placed  in  a  situation  in  which  he  must,  of 
necessity,  become  a  public  scourge.  The 
errors  of  the  private  practitioner  may  be 
safely  left  to  the  animadversion  which  is, 
from  time  to  time,  bestowed  upon  them,  in 
the  shape  of  actions  at  the  suit  of  patients  ; 
and  the  law,  as  we  all  know,  bears  hard 
enough  upon  private  practitioners,  seeing  the 
disabilities  to  which  they  are  also  subjected 
by  the  operation  of  the  law.  But  the  legal 
redress,  which  is  open,  on  the  same  condi- 
tions as  the  London  Tavern,  to  hospital  pa- 
tients is,  of  course,  a  mere  nullity  ;  and  the 
errors  of  an  incompetent  hospital  surgeon, 
if  not  exposed  by  a  Free  Medical  Press, 
would  be  committed  with  impunity.  There 
is  another  reason,  which  renders  the  mis- 
takes of  hospital  surgeons  peculiarly  lit  sub- 
jects for  comment  in  a  public  journal.  The 
evidence  of  a  hospital  functionary's  incapa- 
city is  likely  to  be  much  stronger,  aud  more 
satisfactory,  than  that  which  can  commonly 
he  obtained  as  to  the  unskilfulness  of  a  pri- 
vate practitioner.  A  hospital  surgeon  acts 
under  the  eye  of  the  profession ;  he  ope- 
rates in  the  presence  of  hundreds,  and  his 
unskilfulness,  if  he  be  manifestly  wanting  in 
skill,  is  a  fact  capable  of  easy  proof. 

With  iegard  to  wilful  misrepresentations 
of  facts,  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  an  edi- 
tor would,  with  his  eyes  open,  adopt  a 
course  which  must  necessarily  destroy  the 
credit  of  his  journal.  Is  it  the  interest  of 
the  editor  of  a  medical  journal  to  give  true 
or  false  accounts  of  medical  cases  to  the 
profession?  The  enemies  of  The  Lancet, 
indeed,  say  that  the  profession  prefers  false 
accounts,  and  that  the  reputation  of  this 
Journal  is  founded  on  the  systematic  malig- 
nity with  which  we  have  gratified  this  mor- 
bid appetite  for  slander.  But  what  are  the 
facts  1  Although  upwards  of  ten  thousand 
cases  have  been  reported  in  this  Journal, 
there  are  not  six  instances  in  which  we  have 
received  reclamations,  or  complaints  of  the 
slightest  inaccuracy}  while  the  only  false 
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case  to  be  found  in  our  pages,  is  one  trans, 
mitted  to  us  by  our  adversaries,  who  hail  it* 
insertion  as  matter  of  triumph,  and  boast  of 
the  felicity  with  which  they  have  conceived 
and  executed  a  fraud  ! 


System  of  Human  Anatomy,  translated  from  the 
Fourth  Edition  of  the  French  of  H.  Cloquet, 
M.D.,  with  Notes,  and  a  corrected  No- 
menclature. By  RoitEttT  Knox,  M.D., 
F.H.S.,  E.,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy,  Fellow 
of  the  Itoyal  College  of  Surgeons,  and 
Conservator  of  the  Museum.  Edinburgh. 
Maclachlan  and  Stewart.  1828. 

Is  our  youthful  days,  "  Fyfe's  Anatomy," 
and  the  "  London  Dissector,"  were  almost 
the  only  works  in  the  hands  of  students  of 
anatomy,  but  within  the  last  ten  years, 
we  have  been  literally  inundated  with 
works  iu  this  department  of  medical  litera- 
ture. Quot  homines,  tot  xnteniiec—so  many 
auatomical  teachers,  so  many  books.  Writ- 
ers on  anatomy  may  be  considered  as  of  two 
kinds,  each  pursuing  a  widely  different 
path ;  the  one  class  limiting  themselves  to 
the  production  of  systematic  compilations 
or  treatises  on  anatomy,  simply  descriptive 
of  the  structure,  appearance,  and  general 
situation  of  the  organs  ;  whilst  the  second 
class  of  writers,  instead  of  coitsideiing  each 
organ  separately,  have  treated  of  them  col- 
lectively, in  relation  to  operative  surgery. 
Cloquet's  system,  a  translation  of  which  is 
now  offered  to  the  profession,  is  of  the 
former  kind,  and  the  translator  in  his  pre- 
face strenuously  contends  for  the  superiority 
of  this  method  of  teaching  anatomy.  The 
excellence  of  continental  writers,  he  says, 
consist  "  in  presenting  to  the  anatomical 
student,  a  clear,  methodical,  and  concise, 
yet  minute  description  of  all  the  parts  of 
the  human  body,  with  brief  allusions  only 
to  the  use  of  the  parts,  and  with  none  of 
those  alarming  digressions,  interlarding  and 
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disfiguring  the  work*  of  English  anatomists." 
At  a  subsequent  part  of  the  preface,  the 
translator  severely  censures  those  persons 
who  teach  anatomy  ««  as  a  mere  appendage 
to  surgery."  Wo  must  candidly  confess 
that  our  opinions  are  much  opposed  to 
those  of  Dr.  Knox.  Cui  bono  should  ever  he 
the  motto  of  the  student;  the  practical 
application  should  always  be  a  paramouut 
consideration,  otherwise  anatomy  would  be 
a  mere  useless  science  of  words.  In  the 
preface  to  the  excellent  and  able  work 
of  Mr.  Quain,  we  meet  with  sentiments 
perfectly  in  accordance  with  our  own. 
"  Human  anatomy  (he  says)  cannot  be 
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would  have  been  much  enhanced  by  point- 
ing out  to  the  student  the  practical  applica- 
tions to  be  made  of  the  anatomical  facu. 

On  the  subject  of  general  anatomy,  we 
are  surprised  to  find  Dr.  Knox  thus  ex- 
pressing himself : — 

"  His  (Cloquet's)  omission  of  what  is 
called  general  anatomy,  with  ull  its  absurd 
theories,  its  tiresome  diil'useness,  its  ver- 
bosity, and  unprofitable  minuteness,  ought 
to  be  deemed,  by  the  student,  a  great  ad- 
vantage and  recommendation  of  the  work ; 
and  should  any  one  doubt  this,  let  him 
peruse  the  first  volume  of  the  "Manuel  d' 
Anatomie  generale,  descriptive  et  Patho- 
logi'que,  by  G.  F.  Meckel,"  where  he  will 
find,  under  tlu  title  General  Anatomy,  all  the 


t  absurdities,  without  the  good  sense,  contain- 
considered  as  an  abstract  science:  scarce-.  ed  ia  the  Klementa  Physiologic  of  Haller, 

ly  any  one  enters  ou  its  study,  unless  with  I  and,  in  addition,  more  idle,  extravagant,  until- 


a  view  to  make  practical  application  of! 
the  facts  it  discloses  in  the  treatment  of  i 
disease."     Dr.  Knox  himself  admits  that  ] 


telligible  theories,  misnamed  anatomical,  than 
ever  yet  were  collected  into  a  single  volume" 


Who  shall  decide  when  doctors  dis- 


"  anatomy  is  the  only  basis  on  which  the  ,  agree  V'         ™.v  of  contrast,  we  quote 
superstructure  of  medicine,   surgery,  and  ;  Mr-  Quain's  observations  on  the  same  sub- 
physiology,  can  be  raised,"  yet  he  would  j"t;  and  first  of  general  anatomy  :— 
have  pure,  •«  simple,  descriptive  anatomy"  j    «•  A.  correct  and  intimate  knowledge  of 

taught  per  u  \  first,  the  tedious  dry  detail,  j  the  structure  and  composition  of  each  organ 
,    ,        ,        ,  „    ,  .  .  is  indispensably  necessary  to  the  under- 

and  then  the  adaptation  of  thia  mass  of  j  8tandimJ  of  its  functions  :  an  acquaintance 

with  the  structure  and  functions,  leads,  by 
an  easy  and  natural  transition,  to  the  inves- 
tigation of  lesions  of  structure  and  function, 
induced  by  disease,  the  only  data  on  which 
we  can  establish  a  correct  diagnosis,  and  a 
rational  plan  of  treatment.'' 


knowledge. 

Considered  simply  as  a  treatise  of  descrip- 
tive anatomy,  the  work  of  Hippolile  Cloquet 
deservedly  ranks*  high.    It  was  first  pub- 
lished in  1812,  under  the  title  of  "  Traite  U> 
Anatomie  Descriptive,"  ten  years  after  the 
publication  of  "Bichat's  work,  hearing  the 
same  title.    It  has  been  wittily  remarked, 
that  "  every  tiring  suffers  by  translation, 
except  a  bishop V  and  certainly  the  trans- 
lation of  Bichat's  work  on  gen  eral  anatomy 
afforded  an. exemplification  of  the  truth  of 
this   sarcasm.     Cloquet   has  been  more 
fortunate  in  Iris  translator,  who*  has  executed 
his  task  with  iruch  ability  ano  judgment. 
The  style  throughout  is  concise,  yet  perspi- 
cuous, and  the  varioos  description*-*  are  given 
with  minute,  but  not  with  tedious  accuracy. 
We  cannot,  howevear,  avoid  expressing  our 
firm  conviction,  that  the  value  of  the  work 


Of  Meckel's  treatise,  Mr.  Quain  thus 
writes  :— 

"  Such  a  production  as  this  is  valuable  to 
the  present  generation,  from  the  quantity  of 
!  information  it  contains,  and  at  any  future 
period  may  be  appealed  to,  ns  the  best 
criterion  of  the  state  of  opinion  at  the  time 
in  which  it  was  written,  concerning  the 
most  important  subjects  of  anatomical  re- 
search. Meckel  may  he  considered  to  have 
laid  down,  by  this  publication,  the  courses  of 
instruction  which  should  be  given  by  teachers  of 
anatomy,  if  they  intend  them  to  bs  all  commen- 
surate with  the  present  stale  of  anatomical 
science." 
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MR.    SHELDRAKE  ON    DISTORTIONS   OF  THE 
FEET. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancft. 

Si  at, —As  several  gentlemen  have  ex- 
pret  seel  a  wish  to  know  more  of  my  manner 
of  c  tiring  distortions  than  appears  in  the 
conu.  indications  that  I  have  already  made 
to  yoi/,.  I  trust  that  I  shall  be  excused  lor 


sending  the  following  account  of  a  case  that 
is  now  in  my  hauds  :  — 

John  Robinson,  a  youth  who  is  almost 
fifteen  years  of  age,  had  his  left  foot  dis- 
torted so  early  in  life,  that  neither  he 
nor  his  relations  can  tell  at  what  period  the 
deformity  took  plac.  As  the  circumstances  of 
his  friends  were  such  that  they  could  uot  pay 
for  professional  assistance,  they  applied 
to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  without  obtain- 
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ing  any  relief  for  him  ;  at  last,  a  reader  tient,  and  receive  such  other  information  as 
of  The  Lancet  advised  him  to  consult  mo.    he  may  desire. 

I  found  it  was  a  case  that  I  could  cure.  *  am»  Sir,  yours,  Sec. 

The  ciieums tauces  of  his  connections  put    .  T.  Sheldrake. 

all  expectation  of  adequate  compensation  j        7,  Devonshire  Street, 
out  of  the  question  ;  but  I  determined  to  j         Portland  Place, 
cure  him;  first,  because,  iu  so  doing,  I:      November  b\  1H28. 

should  make  him  a  present  of  treat  value  ;  j     r  ...      ,  a       n  j-. 

„  i   j.     .     1  b  M     {  I  lie  above  otter  reflects  great  credit  on 

and,  secondly,  because  it  was  a  case  that,.,1  ...  .  ,    ,  .         ,  8       ,  ^ 

«.«.!u  L  ~  i       *.i         ,.  i  Mr.  Sheldrake;  and  we  hope  that  prao- 

would  prove  to  every  member  of  the  metii-    ...  ,    .   »    .      -,,     1  •, 

~    e  i      i  ■  i     . i        i-  ,  titioners  and  students  will  avail  themselves 

cal  profession,  who  thinks  the  subject  is    , .  ,      ,      ,        ...       ,    ,  .  ,  .      ...  , 
worth  investigating,  the  value  of  my  dis- ,  °  t  lh"  1nd1?"        lt  ?  "Iculated^ta  atJord. 
coverv  *tt""&'  U1C    U1UC  01        u'8    Mr.  Sheldrake's  method  of  treating  distor- 

*  |  tions  is  as  peculiar  as  it  is  successful,  and 

With  this  view,  I  showed  him  to  vou  on  i8  founded  on  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
the  ;k)th  of  September,  before  1  had  done 
any  thiug  witli  him.  'J  here  were  present, 
at  the  time,  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Kingston, 
and  .Mr.  Pattisou,  surgeons  ;  and  you,  and 
the  other  geulleraen,  will  remember  the  ex- 
tent of  the  deformity. 


physiology  of  muscular  action. — Ed.  L.j 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
November  17,  1828. 


Dr.  Haslam.  President,  in  the  Chair. 

MR.    AMFSBURy's    CURE    OF     A  FRACTURE 

OF  THE  NECK   OK  'III  K  THIGH-BONE.  OR. 

IIOPKIXs's  UNSUCCESSFUL  C.T.SARIAX  CASE. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  were  read. 


After  I  returned  home.  1  had  a  cast  taken 
from  his  leg  and  foot  ;  this  enst  remains  in 
my  possession,  nnd  you  will  perceive  that  it 
is  a  lac-simile  of  the  leg  at  the  time  you  saw 
it.  The  annexed  figure  1,  is  drawn  from  it, 
and  will  give  a  correct  idea  of  it  to  those 
who  have  not  seen  the  original. 

I  immediately  began  to  treat  him  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  that  have  been  de- 
tailed in  The  Lancet.    I  have  seen  him 

daily,  from  that  time  to  the  present ;  nnd  »r.  Haslam  understood,  that  aome  of  the 

the  annexed  figure  2,1  have  drawn  from  his  rel!ows  »iad  intended  to  have  put  some 

foot  on  the  day  that  1  am  writing  this.    UV  M^^'ons  respecting  the  case  Mr.  Amesbury 

comparing  the  two  figures,  you  will  see  the  ^  introduced  to  the  notice  of  the  Society 

amount  of  the  improvement  that  has  been  at  th.°  h!.st  ^ilnS>  <>  «  perfect  cure  of  the 

effected  in  this  short  portiou  of  time.  cemx  ^mons  upon  his  principle,  and  if 

that  were  so,  he  should  be  happy  to  find 

I  he  cure  is  gradually  gomgon,  as  is  always  the  subject  resumed, 
the  ca.se  when  such  deformities  are  pro-  Mr.  Ami.srury  related  the  particulars  of 
perly  treated.  This  youth  lives  at  three  another  case  now  under  his  immediate  treat- 
miles'  distance  from  my  house;  but  he  ment,  in  No.  10,  Ann's  Ward,  St.  Thomas's 
walks  to  me  every  day,  and  back  again,  be-  Hospital.  The  patient,  Jane  Davis,  a?tat. 
sides  taking  such  other  exercises  as  are  4,)f  w.],jie  walking  in  Cannon  Street,  slipped, 
usual  to  persons  of  his  age.  This  plan  he  fe[l  on  tj,e  trochanter  major,  on  the  7th  of 
will  continue,  till  the  form  and  powers  of  his  August,  and  broke  the  neck  of  the  thigh- 
leg  are  tully  restored,  which  cannot  be  for  bone.  She  was  immediately  taken  to  the 
many  mouths  to  come.  Hospital,  and  put  under  the  care  of  Mr. 

I  beg  t~>  announce,  that  any  gentleman,  Tra/ers.    Shortly  afterwards  she  was  seen 

professional,  or  private,  who  may  he  desi-  by  Mr.  Amesbury.  and  the  whole  treatment 

rous  to  see  this  lad,  at  any  time  during  the  of  the  case  committed  to  him.    On  the  11th 

progress  of  the  cure,  Bhall  he  perfectly  at  of  the  same  month,  he  put  her  upon  one  of 

liberty  to  examine  him,  and  also  to  witness  his  beds,  where^he  remained  for  ten  weeks, 

the  treatment  that  I  am  in  the  habit  of  The  limb  was  then  examined,  nnd  the  frac- 

adopting  in  such  cases.    I  must,  however,  ture  found  to  be  united  ;  she  was  removed 

receive  two  days'  notice  of  the  intended  to  another  bed,  and  afterwards  permitted  to 

visit,  saying,  also,  at  what  hour  I  may  ex-  walk  a  little  with  the  assistance  of  a  crutch, 

pect  my  visitor.    This  preliminary  is  ne-  and  she  is  now  every  day  getting;  better  and 

cessary,  because  the  youth  comes  to  me  at  better.    At  the  last  Meeting,  the  subject  of 

uncertain  hours,  which  1  nnme  to  him  every  reporting  was  discussed,  and,  as  believed,  it 

day  before   baud,   ucconling  as  my  oa-ii  was  declared  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  So- 

eugtigftnenis  may  render  it  nece.-sary.    If,  civtv  — 

therefore,  any  gentleman  informs  me,  two 1     lhe  Heoistitar.    Order,  order !  ! 

days  previously,  when  he  will  come,  I'    Mr.  Amesbury  said,  the  Registrar  need 

can  arrange  so  that  he  shall  see  my  pa-  not  be  sfra  d,  as  he  was  only  going  to 
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add,  that  if  any  gentleman  were  in  attend- 
ance fur  the  purpose  of  reporting,  lie  should 
be  very  happy  to  give  him  a  copy  of  this 
case.  The  mnu  introduced  to  the  Society 
on  the  former  occasion,  walked  without  u 
limp,  and  could  sustaiu  two  hundred  weight 
upon  his  shoulders. 

Mr.  Salmon  had  examined  the  man  after 
he  left  the  Society's  room,  and  was  perfectly 
satisfied  in  his  mind,  that  the  neck  of  the 
thigh  hone  had  never  been  broken.  There 
was  a  hard  protuberance  below  the  trochan- 
ter major,  which,  combined  with  other  cir- 
cumstances, assured  him  that  the  fracture 
must  have  been  below  the  cervix.  He  had 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  practical  sur- 
gery, and,  from  the  age  of  the  individual, 
the  perfect  recovery,  and  the  limp  he  had 
alluded  to,  he  was  quite  sure  the  fracture 
alleged  to  have  taken  place,  could  not  have 
existed.  He  believed  that  no  fracture  of 
the  cervix  was  ever  cured  without  consider- 
able deformity.  All  he  had  seen,  were 
fractures  external  to  the  capsule,  and  thoBe 
that  had  united,  had  invariably  been  attend- 
ed with  very  considerable  deformity. 

Mr.  Amesbury  was  equally  satisfied  in 
his  mind,  that  the  fracture  in  this  instance 
was  of  the  cervix,  and  that  it  had  healed  in 
the  manner  stated,  by  bony  deposition.  It 
was  impossible  for  him  to  state  precisely, 
that  the  fracture  was  within  the  capsule.  The 
fracture  was  sometimes  within,  sometimes 
without;  sometimes  partly  within  and 
partly  without,  and  the  symptoms  of  all  were 
*o  similar,  that  he  thought  it  would  be  a 
difficult  tusk  for  any  man  to  undertake  to 
state  precisely  in  what  exact  situation  the 
fracture  was.  As  Mr.  Sulmon  was  so  incre- 
dulous on  this  occasion,  he  hoped  he  would 
take  the  trouble  of  visiting,  and  of  paying 
especial  attention  to  the  woman  he  hud 
given  a  description  of,  and  who  was  under 
his  c&re  at  that  moment. 

Mr.  KiNtiDON,  before  he  made  any  remarks 
upon  the  case,  wished  to  advert  to  what  had 
taken  place  on  a  previous  evening,  respect- 
ing the  Utterly  »/'  the  preis.  When  the  sub- 
ject was  under  discussion,  the  President  had 
given  it  as  his  opiuion,  that  when  a  paper 
was  read  to  the  Society,  it  did  not  belong  to 
the  Society.  The  consequence  of  this  was, 
that  the  very  best  parts  of  the  paper  were 
picked  out,  and  reported  with  admirable  ac- 
curacy, by  which  means,  he  apprehended, 
ti  e  author  was  deprived  of  his  literary  right 
in  that  paper. 

The  President  interrupted  the  speaker, 
to  express  his  wish,  that  as  Mr.  Kingdon 
was  bringing  forward  a  subject  which  was 
private,  and  as  there  were  medical  subjects 
pressing  upon  the  Society,  he  would  ab- 
stain from  further  observations  upon  that 
which  must  be  considered  foreign  to  the 
discussion  of  the  night. 


Mr.  Kingdon,  as  an  example  to  all  others, 
said  he  should  cheerfully  comply  with  tho 
request  from  the  Chair,  because  he  consi- 
dered the  dignity  of  the  Society  required 
the  \itmost  deference  to  be  paid  to  that 
seat.  He  would  only  add,  that  he  was  sur- 
prised to  find  the  President  had  allowed  the 
term  "base  attempt"  to  have  been  made 
use  of  on  the  last  night  the  Society  met, 
and  which  could  only  have  been  applied 
either  to  himself  (Mr.  Kiugdon)  or  to  Mr. 
Callaway,  in  consequence  of  what  they  had 
said  a  fortnight  ago.  He  was  astonished 
such  an  expression  could  have  been  made 
use  of,  and  allowed  to  pass  in  the  presence 
of  the  President  of  that  Society. 

The  President  declared  that  he  did  not 
hear  so  highly-coloured  an  expression  ut- 
tered. 

Mr.  Kino  don  added,  that  it  was  reported 
in  The  Lancet  of  that  day.  Mr.  Kingdon 
concluded  by  stating,  that  he  could  not 
agree  with  the  observations  made  by  Mr. 
Salmou.  Because  Mr.  Sulmon  had  not  met 
with  a  clear  case  of  fracture  of  the  cer- 
vix femoris  united  by  bone,  according  to  the 
treatment  adopted  under  his  notice,  that  was 
not  to  be  a  reason  why  the  profession  were 
not  to  turn  their  attention  to  a  superior  mode 
of  treatment. 

Mr.  Lambert  wished  to  know  of  Mr. 
Callaway,  how  many  cases,  in  the  course  of 
a  year,  of  fractured  cervix  of  the  thigh-bone 
were  treated  in  Guy's  Hospital,  and  cured 
without  deformity,  and  what  beds  were 
used  ?  He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  attend- 
ing that  Hospital  for  a  long  time,  and  he  did 
not  remember  ever  having  seen  more  than 
about  six  coses,  all  of  which  had  been  cured 
with  very  considerable  deformity. 

Mr.  Callaway  considered  that  Mr.  Lam- 
bert  had  both  put  and  answered  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Lambert  then  said,  as  it  was  ad- 
mitted, that  in  one  of  the  first  Hospitals  in 
London,  this  fracture  could  not  be  cured 
without  deformity,  it  became  the  profession 
to  turn  their  attention  with  eagerness  to  any 
contrivance  that  any  gentleman  might  bring 
forward  to  accomplish  the  cure  without  de- 
formity, and  that  consequently  Mr.  Ames- 
bury's  plan  was  eutitled  to  the  most  serious 
attention  of  the  practitioner. 

Mr.  Callaway  had  always  admired  Mr. 
Amesbury's  treatment;  but,  for  his  own 
part,  he  had  uniformly  adopted  the  plan  of 
Sir  A.  Cooper.  He  firmly  believed  a  frac- 
ture within  the  capsule  would  not  unite  by 
bone.  Sir  A.  Cooper  had  sent  to  many  emi- 
nent teachers  in  London,  Dublin,  Kdinburgh, 
and  many  parts  of  the  Continent  for  a  speci- 
men of  a  fracture  within  the  capsule,  that 
had  united  by  bone,  but  had  never  yet 
been  able  to  procure  one.  Than  that1  emi- 
nent practitioner,  no  one  had  ever  paid  more 
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attention  to  fractures  about  this  part  of  the  f  pleasure.  The  object  of  the  double  desk 
body.  Why  Mr.  Amesbuiy's  bed  was  not  was,  in  one  respect,  that  of  keeping  up 
regularly  used,  bath  in  public  and  private, '  continual  extension  of  the  limb,  and  the 
was  for  others,  not  for  him  to  say.  >  weight  of  the  legs  was  always  found  suf- 

Mr.  Lloyd  objected  to  the  position  that  i  ficient  for  that  purpose.  There  were  pegs 
the  cervix  could  not  have  been  fractured,  for  keeping  the  feet  in  a  proper  position, 
in  the  case  shown  to  the  Society,  because  and  in  the  same  line  with  the  thigh,  when 
bony  union  had  taken  place  in  consequence  j  laying'  straight  from  the  body  ;  and  there 
of  the  age  of  the  patient,  and  there  being  no  1  was  a  sideboard  towhich  the  toe  was  strap- 
deformity.  He  huil  seen  persons  under  fifty  '  ped,  which  completed  the  apparatus, 
years  of  age,  havfthe  neck  of  the  thigh-bone  M.  Walifk  believed  that  the  apparatus 
broken  again  and  again,  where  it  had  united  j  Mr.  Blicke  had  alluded  to,  had  been  used  for 
without  any  deformity  whatever.  So  cer-  i  a  long  time  in  the  Borough  Hospitals,  and 
tain  wos  he,  that  this  union  could  be  effected, !  been  found  very  often  to  fail.  It  was  agreed, 
that  if  he  heard  of  a  person  under  sixty  yeais  on  all  hands,  that  Mr.  Ameshury's  invention 
of  age  meeting  with  the  accident,  and  the  i  was  a  great  improvement ;  and  for  which  he 
case  was  not  cured  without  deformity  and  by  |  was  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  the  profes- 
bony  union,  he  should  conclude  it  had  been  •  sion  at  large. 

mistreated.  He  alluded  to  several  cases  in  j  *  At  this  period  of  the  evening,  Mr.  Lord, 
which  he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt,  that  of  liampstead,  related  the  particulars  of  & 
bcny  union  had  taken  place  in  fractures  1  case  of  ruptured  vterus,  in  which  the  Cresa- 
within  the  capsule,  and  he  considered  the  j  rian  operation  had  been  performed.  A 
greatest  credit  was  due  to  Mr.  Amesbury  J  lengthened  discussion  followed,  and  was  re* 
for  his  industry,  and  the  perfection  to  which  ;  uewed  on  Monday  evening  last;  hut  as  it 
he  had  brought  the  mode  of  treating  this  ac-  f  was  not  finally  concluded,  we  shall  with- 
cident.  t  ',0^  our  report  of  the  proceedings  until 

M.  Shearley  entirely  concurred  with  the  j  next  week, 
last  speaker.    The  slovenly  practice  of  the  j 

London  Hospitals,  with  respect  to  cases  of  t    _  _  

this  sort,  had  induced  him  to  look  for  a  bet- 1  " 
ter  mode  of  management.    He  had  been  in 


the  habit  of  keeping  up  extention  daily,  for 
three,  or  four,  or  rive  hours,  after  tension  of 
the  limb  hud  subsided,  and  then  putting  on 
splints,  by  which  means  he  had  succeeded 
in  almost  every  case  he  had  attempted. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that 
from  the  number  of  cases  lie  had  cured  of 
fractures  of  the  neck  of  the  thigh-bone, 
as  well  as  other  pnrts  of  the  femur,  he 
would  undertake  to  cure  any  case  that 
might  be  brought  to  him  ;  even  where  the 
patella  was  also  transversely  fractured,  he 
would  cure  it  without  deformity. 

M.  Blicke  was  much  surprised  to  have 
heard  it  suggested,  that  a  fracture  of  the  '• 
cervix  could  not  be  cured  without  deformity ; 
he  had  treated  many  cases,  and  cured  them 
without  the  least,  saving  a  slight  eversion  of 
the  toe.  He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  usim- 
a  bed  Tery  similar  to  that  of  Harold's.  The 
prire  of  Harold's  prevented  its  being  used,  at 
least  in  some  instances,  and  he  feared  that 
the  same  obstacle  might  operate  against  (he 
more  extensive  use  of  Mr.  Ameabury's.  The 
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CASE  OF  SCROTAL  JlF.HNI  A,  OPERATION,  AND 
DEATH. 

Ivy  Wilmot,  letat.  6  ),  was  admitted  into 
Colston's  Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Vin- 
cent, on  Wednesday  morning,  at  8  o'clock, 
November  19.  The  patient  is  a  labourer, 
of  small  stature,  with  a  considerable  lateral 
curvature  of  the  spine,  and  was  brought  from 
Harrow  to  the  Hospital.  States,  that  for 
twenty  years  past  he  has  been,  at  times,  the 
subject  of  hernia  ;  that  sometimes  he  could 
return  it  himself,  at  others  it  had  to  he  re- 
duced by  surgeons,  and  that,  until  Monday 
last,  he  had  not  been  troubled  with  any  de- 
scent for  the  last  two  years.  The  hernia 
came  down  while  he  was  engaged  in  pulling 
up  young  trees,  and  he  has  been  under  me- 
dical treatment  until  the  time  of  his  admis- 
sion. There  is  now  a  scrotal  hernia  nearly 
as  large  as  the  head  of  a  full-grown  foetus, 
on  the  right  side.  The  bowels,  since  the 
apparatus  he  was  iu  the  habit  of  employing  j  descent  of  the  hernia,  have  been  relieved 
was  very  simple,  cost  only  a  few  shillings,  J  several  times.  He  has  been  put  into  the 
and  could  bo  made  by  any  carpenter.  It  warm  bath,  bled  from  the  arm,  the  taxis  ap- 
was  a  double  desk ;  the  patient  lay  on  his  plied,  and  a  tobacco  enema  administered, 
back,  with  the  thighs  pressing  against  the  1  but  without  effect.  Ordered  opeuing  medi- 
one  desk,  and  the  legs  hanging  on  the  oppo-  j  cine,  and  a  bladder  of  cold  water  to  be  kept 
site  side.    There  was  a  little  door,  for  the  j  applied  over  the  part. 


purpose  of  removing  the  soil,  &cc.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  desk,  there  was  a  board 
which  raised  the  desk  higher  or  lower  at 


One  o'clock.  Mr.  Vincent  saw  the  pa- 
tient at  eleven,  and  has  just  left  him. 
He  has  still  been  unable  to  return  the  her- 
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SCIRRHOUS  BREAST.— FRACTURE. 


m'a;  the  tumour  is  exceedingly  tense,  and 
exquisitely  painful.  The  patient  complains 
of  the  most  severe  pain  on  the  least  attempt 
to  more,  or  on  being  touched  either  on  the 
tumour  or  around  the  lower  part  of  the 


In  the  breast  itself  two  scirrhous  portions 
were  found,  each  of  them  about  the  size  of  a 
chesnut,  and  separated  from  one  another  by 
a  septum  of  the  mammary  substance  of  half 
an  inch  in  thickness.    One  ligature  only 


abdoraen  ;  he  has  vomited,  and  continues  was   applied.    The  patient  endured  the 
to  be  sick  occasionally.  Mr.  Vincent  states,  I  operation  with  much  fortitude, 
that  he  believes  the  hernia  to  consist  simply      The  operation  was  well  performed;  but  the 
of  omentum,  and  that  there  is  no  strangula-  greatest  dissatisfaction  prevailed  through- 


tion.  The  surgeon,  under  whose  care  the 
patient  was,  informed  him,  that  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  on  endeavouring  to  return  the 
hernia,  lie  heard  a  gurgliug  noise,  from 
which  he  concluded,  that  all  the  intestine 


that  had  been  brought  down  was  returned,  tion. 


out  the  theatre,  in  consequence  of  the 
operator  allowing  a  crowd  of  indiscriminate 
persons  to  surround  the  table,  thereby 
utterly  preventing  the  great  majority  of 
nurtils  from  seeing  any  part  of  the  opeia- 


Uuder  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Vincent 
did  not  feel  himself  justified  in  operating, 
especially  as  the  bowels  had  been  opened 
more  than  once.  Ordered,  should  the  ten- 
derness increase,  an  abundant  quantity  of 
leeches  to  the  abdomen. 

Half-past  fire  o'clock.  The  dangerous 
symptoms  having  pioceeded,  and  twenty 
leeches  having  been  applied  without  afford, 
ing  any  relief,  Mr.  Vincent  was  sent  for, 
ond  |ie  has  now  determined  to  perforin  the 
opt  ration.  On  laying  open  the  sac,  an  im- 
mense quantity  or  omentum  was  found  to 
fill  it,  and  which  had  dragged  down  the 
colon  to  the  internal  Ting.  When  the  stric- 
ture was  divided,  Mr.  Vincent  attempted 
to  return  the  omentum  ;  but  after  trying  for 
half  an  hour,  and  tailing,  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  removing  it  with  the  knife. 
'J' wo  arteries  were  tied,  the  6ides  of  the 
wouud  brought  together  by  adhesive  straps, 
ond  the  patient  returned  to  bed.  The  ope- 
ration was  performed  dexterously.  In  sn 
hour  after  it  the  man  died. 

On  examination,  the  next  day,  the  peri- 
toneum was  found  to  be  inflamed  to  a  very 
considerable  extent,  as  well  as  the  remain- 
ing omentum  ;  ond  the  colon  showed  marks 
of  having  been  violently  dragged  down  by 
the  hernia. 


15.  The  bowels  have  been  moved,  for  the 
first  time  since  the  operation,  this  morning  ; 
a  considerable  quantity  of  blood  has  escaped 
from  a  deep-seated  vessel  in  the  axilla, 
which  has  reduced  the  strength  of  the  pa- 
tient very  much.  The  countenance  is 
flushed,  and  the  tongue  is  dry,  with  a  brown 
fur  on  the  middle,  and  white  edges.  Pulse 
120.  Ordered  the  effervescing  draught  every 
four  hours. 

November  1.  She  has,  with  a  very  few 
slight  interruptions,  daily  improved,  and  is 
now  fit  to  leave  the  hospital. 


F.XTEN5I V R  FRACTURE  OF  TnK  PEMl  R  MIS- 
TAKEN FOR  SIMPLE  CONTUSION  OF  THI 
KNEE. 

Margaret  Foley,  a?tat.  34,  was  admitted  by 
Mr.  James  L'arle  into  No.  3,  Faith's  (back) 
Ward,  at  twelve  o'clock,  p.m.,  Oct.  12th, 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Lawrence.  Stated, 
that  neariy  twenty  years  ago  she  had  a  fall 
from  a  horse,  after  which  she  had,  for  a 
long  time,  suffered  much  pain  in  the  right 
knee  and  thigh ;  that  she  had  ever  after- 
wards had  a  stiff  knee  until  the  night  of  her 
admission,  when,  on  going  down  stairs,  she 
unfortunately  fell  again  ;  her  right  foot  flexed 
under  her,  and  she  found  she  had  seriously 
injured  the  knee.   On  rising,  and  attempting 
to  stand,  she  perceived  the  knee-joint  to  be 
moveable,  but  she  was  unable  to  staud  on  the 
Mary  Bums,  wt.  b6,  of  short  stature  ond  j  rijjht  leg,  and  it  being  acutely  painful,  she  was 
dark  complexion,  was  admitted  on  the  10th  j  immediately  brought  to  the  Hospital.  Mr. 
of  September,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Larte.  J.  Earle.  after  examining  the  limb,  con- 
States,  that  about  thirteen  months  ago  she  '  eluded  that  no  injury  had  been  sustained 


KLMOVAL  OF  A    Sl'lRnilOUS  BREAST 


observed  a  small  swelling  in  the  left  breast, 
and  that  it  bus  increased  grudually,  though 
slowlv,  until  the  present.  Lately  it  has 
given  her  extreme  puin.  Mr.  Lawrence,  in 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Karle,  has  examined  the 
patient  with  Mr.  Skey,  and  agreed  with 
him  in  the  propriety  of  removing  the  gland. 

13.  It  was  not  till  the  patient  was  on  the 
toble,  that  the  glauds  in  the  axilla  were  ob  - 
served to  be  diseased.    Mr.  Skey,  after  re- 
moving the  breast,  took  out  four  or  five  of 
these  glauds,  which,  on  being  opened,  pre 


beyond  a  simple  contusion  of  the  hnee,  and 
accordingly  wrote  upon  the  hoard,  at  the 
patient's  bed-head,  as  the  description  of 
the  case — "  Contused  Knee!" — ordering  her 
to  be  treated  accordingly.  On  the  follow- 
ing day  Mr.  Lawrence  saw  her,  and,  giv- 
ing credit  to  the  description,  continued  to 
treat  the  case  as  that  of  a  simple  contu- 
sion. Mr.  Buhner,  the  dresser,  likewise 
regarded  it  as  such.  On  the  morning  after 
the  Occident,  the  oedema  of  the  knee  and 
thigh  wao  very  considerable,  and  continu- 


sented  a  decidedly  scirrhous  appearance. 1  ing,  it  occasionally  excited  a  degu-e  of  sur- 
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prise.  The  patient's  constitution  became 
much  impaired  ;  she  was  unable  to  move 
ber  limb,  and  was  kept  on  her  back  until 
the  whole  of  the  int -guments  covering  the 
sacrum  sloughed. 

Xov.  12.  The  Si  iter,  on  turning  the  pa- 
tient upon  her  left  side,  to  afford  nn  oppor- 
tunity of  d Teasing  the  slouch,  observed  that 
there  was  a  fracture  of the  thigh-bone'. !  Hav- 
ing; made  this  communication,  all  doubt  was  ' 
immediately  set  ot  rest,  by  a  very  slight  ex- 
amination. Matter  having  appeared  also  to 
have  foimed  in  various  parts  of  the  limb, 
under  the  fascia,  Mr.  Lawrence  punctured 
the  lower  part  of  the  ham,  just  ever  the  at- 
tachment of  the  gastrocnemius  externus,  from 
which  about  eight  ounces  of  thiu,  and  ex- 
tremely foetid  pus,  flowed.  On  the  anterior 
aspect,  near  to  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  he 
also  made  a  puncture,  and  let  out  about  six 
ounces  of  more  healthy  and  less  foetid  mat- 
ter. The  patient  was  left  in  the  tamo  con- 
dition, extremely  exhausted. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  upon  some  observations 
being  made  to  him  respecting  the  nature  of 
the  case,  said,  that  when  he  first  saw  the 
patient,  and  indeed  all  along,  there  had  not 
appeared  to  him  any  indication  of  fracture  ; 
he,  however,  had  never  seen  the  limb,  ex- 
cept in  a  very  swollen  and  painful  state. 

A  rather  warm  discussion  took  place  be- 
tweeu  Mr,  Lloyd  and  Mr.  J.  Earle,  and  some 
of  the  pupils,  in  the  ward,  as  to  the  shoulders 
that  were  to  be  justly  burthened  with  the 
credit  of  what  had  taken  place  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Lloyd  had  seen  the  patient  for  the 
first  time  about  a  fortnight  after  her  ad- 
mission, and  several  times  subsequently, 
when  requested  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  in  his 
absence,  to  visit  the  hospital.  When  he 
first  saw  the  limb,  it  was  much  swollen ; 
but  still  he  thought,  and  observed  to  those 
around  him,  from  the  general  contour  of  the 
thigh,  that  it  looked  like  a  fracture. 

Mr.  J.  Earle  observed,  that  when  he  ex- 
amined the  limb,  no  swelling  whatever  tens  pre- 
tent,  and  yet  he  was  unuble  to  detect  the  j 
fracture.'!  He  considered  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  case  entirely  removed  from  him 
on  the  next  day,  by  Mr.  Lawrence  and  his 
dressers  taking  it  unde  r  their  charge.  At  the 
moment  Mr.  Lloyd  suspected  u  fracture, 
he  held  it  to  have  been  his  duty  either  to 
have  satisfied  himself  of  the  fact,  one  way 
or  another,  itutunter,  or  forthwith  to  have 
mentioned  his  impression  to  Mr.  Lawrence 
in  so  decided  a  manner,  as  to  have  induced 
that  gentleman  to  institute  any  further  ne- 
cessary examination. 

Mr.  Lloyd  looked  upon  Mr.  J.  Earle's 
position  as"  altogether  untenable.  In  the 
first  place,  it  was  a  standing  rule,  that  the 
individual  in  office,  under  whose  care  a 
pati  «nt  came,  should,  at  the  moment,  (ex- 
ctpt  where  great  welling  existed,)  make 


such  an  examination  as  would  enable  him  to 
state  precisely  the  nature  of  the  case,  that 
the  subsequent  treatment  might  be  govern- 
ed accordingly.  Here,  Mr.  J.  Earle  had 
declared,  that  there  was  no  swelling  what- 
ever when  he  saw  the  case,  and  though 
nothing  was  so  easy,  under  such  circum- 
s'anccs,  as  the  detection  of  a  fracture  of  the 
thigh  .bone,  yet  he  had  written  on  the 
board  "  contused  knee,"  which  was  calcu- 
lated in  the  highest  degree  to  mislead, 
especially  in  a  ca«e  where,  by  the  very  next 
morning,  and  before  it  was  seen  by  any 
other  person,  oedema  had  supervened  to  a 
great  ext?nt,  and  had  actually  continued  till 
the  detection,  by  accident,  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  injury.  When  a  case  had 
been  once  examined,  and  described  by  a 
person  supposed  to  be  competent  to  fill  his 
office,  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  practice 
at  the  hospital,  for  the  gentleman  who 
uext  saw  the  patient,  and  when  great 
swelling  had  come  on,  to  institute  another 
rigid  examination,  inasmuch  as  that  would 
be  calculated  greatly  to  torture  and  increase 
the  mischief,  with  but  very  little  proba- 
bility that  the  practitioner  would  get  to  a 
satisfactory  conclusion.  He  certainly  was 
of  opinion,  that  Mr.  J.  Earle's  first  error 
had  led  to  the  future  misconception  of  the 
case. 

Here,  then,  is  a  case  admitted  by  Mr. 
J.  Earle,  one  of  the  house-surgeons,  mis- 
taken and  erroneously  described  by  him, 
hence  treated  under  a  mistaken  notion  by 
Mr.  Lawrence  for  a  month,  visited  occa- 
sionally by  Mr.  Lloyd  under  the  same  erro- 
neous impression,  and  attended  to  daily  by 
Mr.  Bulmer  the  dresser,  until  the  sister  of 
the  ward  !  !  to  whom  gome  surgical  ability 
will,  perhaps,  now  be  ascribed,  ascertained 
that  this  phalanx  of  sugeons  ought  to  return 
to  the  lecture-room. 

14.  The  slough  on  the  sacrum  is  extend- 
ing, and,  at  one  part,  separating.  The  pa- 
tient is  extremely  weak  ;  the  tonaue  clean  ; 
pulse  1 1 .). 

15.  She  is  evidently  sinking  fast.  Takes 
eight  ounces  of  brandy  daily,  and  also 
quinine. 

£'.'J.  She.  lingered  till  nine  o'clock,  p.m., 
and  then  expired.  A  very  profuse  and 
offensive  discharge  was  kept  up  through 
the  punctures,  until  she  died. 

The  post -mo i tern  examination  was  made 
by  Mr.  Burnett,  one  of  the  house-surgeons, 
within  three  hours  after  the  patient  had  ex- 
pired. Why  this  haste,  and  the  dead  hour 
of  the  nijjht  should  have  b?en  selected,  Mr. 
Burnett  probably  only  knows,  because  the 
body  was  not  removed  by  the  friends  till 
Tuesday  morning.  The  joint  had  evidently 
been  nuc-hylosed  for  many  years.  The  frac- 
ture commenced  in  the  shaft  of  the  bone, 
about  three  inches  above  the  condyles  ;  the 
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VARIOLOID  ERUPTION.— GANG  REX  E. 


lower  part  being  smashed  to  pieces,  andicongh,  when,  after  an  excess  in  drinking, 
driven  into  the  joint,  a  splint,  isolated,  run-,  lie  was  taken  with  shivering,  fever,  general 
ning  some  way  up  the  shaft,  had  become  debility,  violent  headach,  sore  throat,  aud 
dead.  Numerous  splinters  penetrated  the  diarrhoea.  Some  leeches  were  applied  to 
muscles,  detached  as  well  as  undetuched  the  throat,  and,  on  the  jth  of  April,  the  pa- 
from  the  greater  portion  of  the  shaft,  and  a  tient  was  admitted  at  the  Hotel-Dieu.  At 
comminuted  fracture  extended  nearly  as  this  period  the  heat  was  moderate,  the  skin 


high  as  the  trochauter  major. 


HOTEL  DIEU. 


VARIOLOID  ERUPTION,   FOLLOWED  BY 
SCARLET  FEVLR. 


dry,  the  pulse  very  small  and  frequent,  the 
abdomen  somewhat  tender,  the  tongue  dry 
and  red,  the  mouth  and  nose  rilled  with  mu- 
cus, the  bveath  very  fetid,  the  throat  very 
painful,  and  deglutition  difficult.  The  ton- 
sils and  soft  palate  were  covered  with  a  thick, 
white,  greyish  mass,  the  voice  was  hoarse, 
respiration  difficult  and  stertorous,  and  a 
——  Bflaiv,  astat  19,  was,  on  the  Sd  of  j  thick  mucus  was  expectorated ;  eight  leeches 
May,  admitted  at  the  Hotel-  Dieu,  under  the  were  applied  to  the  epigastrium.  On  the 
core  of  M.  Husson.  He  had,  for  three  days,  6th,  the  smell  of  the  hreath  was  truly  gan- 
been  affected  with  violent  headach,  pains  in  grenous  ;  the  countenance  was  very  pale, 
the  limbs,  sore  throat,  nausea,  fever,  and  a  and  expressive  of  anxiety  ;  the  pulse  could 
varioloid  eruption,  though  he  had  been  vac-  not  he  felt,  and  the  voice  was  hardly 
ciuated  in  his  second  year,  and  had  had  the  j  audible.  Thirty  leeches  to  the  throat,  and 
small-pox  afterwards.  From  the  :>d  to  the  ;  sinapisms  to  hoth  arms,  were  ordered  ;  but 
10th,  the  fever  increased,  the  tongue  became  |  the  patient  died  on  the  same  morning, 
dry,  and  covered  with  a  crust.  Having  at  (On  examination,  the  whole  cavity  of  the 
this  period  exposed  himself  to  cold,  the  mouth  was  of  a  livid  colour,  and  lined  with 
eruption  was  suddenly  suppressed,  the  pus-  j  a  thick  albuminous  mass  ;  the  tonsils  were 
tules  dried  up,  or  became  of  a  violet  colour, ;  swollen,  and  of  a  dark -red  colour.  The 
and  general  debility,  with  diarrhoea,  came  on.  j  whole  extent  of  the  larynx,  trachea,  and  the 
He  was  twice  bled  by  leeches  applied  to  the  I  larger  bronchial  divisions,  were  covered  by 
abdomen,  but  the  typhoid  state  increased,  I  a  false  membrane  of  a  white  colour,  and 
delirium  succeeded,  and  the  looseness  was  i  gradually  decreasing  in  thickness.  The 
accompanied  by  tenesmus.  On  the  18th,  a  j  upper  part  of  the  right  lung  was  hepatised, 
scarlatinous  eruption  appeared  on  the  bark  [and  very  firm;  the  left  lung  was  healthy, 
and  chest,  with  difficult  deglutition  and  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  was 
hoarseness.  The  fever  subsided  a  little, 
and  the  new  eruption  terminated  in  vesicles, 
but  the  debility,  delirium,  and  diarrhoea 
augmented;  when,  on  the  27th,  a  slough 
was  formed  over  the  sacrum,  and  on  the 
30th  the  left  parotid  began  to  swell.  Dur- 
ing all  this  time,  nothing  but  mucilaginous 
remedies  were  administered;  but  another 
physician  having  now  taken  charge  of  the 
patient,  bark,  wine,  and  strong  beef-tea 
were  given.  Fluctuation  being  felt  in  the 
tumour  of  the  parotid,  it  was  opened  on  the 
oth  of  June  ;  but  the  patient  sank  and  died 
on  the  8lh.  On  examination,  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  intestinal  canal  was  found 
slightly  inflamed ;  and  the  reporter  of  the 
case  seems  very  much  inclined  to  ascribe 


red,  and,  on  the  great  curvature,  beset  with 
granulations.— La  Cliniqt*. 


ABUSES  IN  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW  S  HOSPITAL 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Since  I  last  troubled  you  with  some 
observations  on  the  ubnses  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  various  changes  have  taken 
place,  another  winter-campaign  has  com- 
menced, new  house-surgeons  have  been 
appointed,  and  sundry  dressers  installed  in 
their  situations  ;  thus,  as  there  is  a  greater 


sphere  of  action ,  so  is  there  an  adequate 
the  fatal  event  to  the  irrationol  treatment  proportion  of  abuse :  should  you  therefore 
of  the  physician  who  succeeded  AI.  Husson.  think  fit  to  insert  the  occasional  remarks,  I 
Although  we  cannot  subscribe  to  this  opi  siiall  send  you  in  the  course  of  the  winter, 
nion,  we  cannot  but  consider  it  injurious  it  will  still  further  prove  that'you  are,  what 
that  a  patient  should  be  passed  from  one  you  have  ever  been,  the  pupil's  friend. 


physician  to  another,  which,  our  readers  are 
perhaps  aware,  occurs  in  nearly  all  the 
larger  hospitals  of  Paris. 


With  respect  to  the  demonstrations  at 
St.  Bartholomew's,  they  have  been  for  the 
last  year  or  two,  unquestionably  the  most 
inferior  in  London  ;  and  it  would  become 
Messrs.  Abernethv  and  Stauley,  if  they 
have  any  regard  for  their  own  iuterest,  and 
A  labourer,  1?  years  old,  had  for  some  j  the  pupils'  welfare,  to  pay  a  little  more  at- 
timo  been  affected  with  a  very  troublesome  tention  to  the  qualifications  of  those  whom 


C  ANG  RF.NOUS  LARYNGITIS  AND  BRONCHITIS. 
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ABUSES  AT  ST.  LAUTHOLOMEWS. 


they  venture  to  place  in  thut  roost  important 
department  of  a  medical  school,  the  office 
of  demonstrator ;  more  especially,  when 
there  are  such  men  to  be  found  near  at 
hand,  as  Mr.  Quain,  in  Aldersgate  Street, 
and  Mr.  Bennett, in  the  Loudon  University- 
It  might  not  be  impertinent  to  remind  a 
certain  individual  at  Bartholomew's,  that, 

Indecency  to  withaa  no  pretence, 
For  want  of  decency  is  want  of  sense : — 


bowse-surgeon :  there  is  either  a  want  of 
tolentor  a  neglect  of  duty  here  ;  the  one  or 
the  other  is  equally  to  he  despised. 

With  respect  to  a  desire  manifested  by 
Mr.  Lloyd,  a  few  weeks  ago,  to  take  the 
charge  and  management  of  the  post-mortem 
examinations,  1  do  not  think  it  would  be 
either  reasonable  or  just;  in  the  first  place, 
he  is  not  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  patients, 
when  living,  so  regularly,  and  frequently,  as 


the  house-surgeotis  are,  and  therefore  would 
also,  that  the  subject  on  the  table  is  a  much  •  not  be  so  6l  t0  examiue  lhem  whea  dead 

titter  subject  for  a  lecture  or  demonstration  ;  in  t|ie  second  place,  I  believe  Mr.  Llovd  to 
than  himself  ;  that  impudence  and  confi- 
dence are  not  synonymous  terras;  that  if  a 
mau  should  think  fit' to  ape  the  faults  and 
eccentricities  of  another,  he  should  pre- 
viously make  sure  of  possessing  equal  ta- 
lents to  bear  him  out,  or  else  he  adds  ano- 
ther's vices  to  his  own,  and  makes  himself, 
indeed,  a  double  fool.  To  sum  up  all,  I  would 
remark,  that  ignorance,  impudence,  egotism, 
and  indecency,  are  but  poor  qualifications 


r  a 


fo 

Hospital. 


be  forming  a  private  museum  at  home,  and 
therefore  to  be  seekingffor  public  "  spici- 
mins"  abroad.  However,  that  these  post* 
mortem  examinations  is  a  matter  of  uui- 
vercful  complaint  throughout  the  Hospi- 
tal, and  not  more  univeisnl  than  just,  [ 
acknowledge;  no  intimation  of  an  exami- 
nation about  to  take  place  is  now  given  to 
the  pupils,  the  dressers  themselves,  unless 
they  are  on  the  watch  near  the  dead-house 


demonstrator  of  St.  Bartholomew's !  door,  are  not  aware  of  them;  it  was  but 


A  Surgeon's  custom  of  keeping  patients 
in  the  Hospital  for  the  space  of  six,  nine, 


or  twelve  months,  who  might  almost  be  as  cervical  vertebra*  ut  twelve  o'clock,  instead 


this  very  day  that  Mr.  .lames  Parle,  the  new 
house-surgeon,  thought  proper  to  examine 
a  very  interesting  case  of  iujury  of  the 


well  out  as  in,  is  certainly  reprehensible: 
instauce  a  poor  girl,  in  Charity's  Ward,  who 
came  in  the  early  part  of  January  last,  and 
has  had  her  constitution  nearly  ruiued  by 


of  the  appointed  time,  without  giving  no- 
tice to  any  one  :  thus  are  the  pupils  rob- 
bed of  that  for  which  I  hey  have  already 
paid.    Mr.  James  Earle  may  consult  his 


remaining  so  long  in  a  ward  where  mercu-  i  pleasure  and  convenience,  but  if  he  doe.s 


rial  fumigation  was  constantly  goiug  on  ; 
phagedenic  ulceration  appeared  about  iter 
nutes ;  and  by  Mr.  Stanley's  direction,  when 
Mr.\  incent  was  out  of  town  .she  was  removed 
into  an  oiry  ward,  where  there  was  no  other 
patient,  since  which  removal  she  has  ra- 
pidly improved  in  health  nnd  strength,  and 
was  discharged  a  day  or  two  n<jo  :  instance 


not  know  it,  he  shall  learn,  and  that  to  his 
cost,  that  every  p;i|iil  iA'  the  Hospital  has 
nu  equal  right  with  himself  to  see  and 
know  the  particulars  of  every  post-mortem 
examination  ;  and  that  they  are  no,t  to  have 
their  time  consumed  by  waiting  till  he 
shall  have  tied  his  cravat,  and  curled  his 


hair.  The 


surgeons 


talk   of  the  neglect 


two  more  cases  in  President  Ward,  which  '  of  students,  aud  of  their  not  being  uc- 
had  much  better  be  sent  away,  and  into  the  j  quainted  with  their  profession  ;  why,  how 


country,  if  possible,  having  been  in  the 
Hospital  the  greater  part  of  a  year;  this 
ward,  indeed,  is  rather  made  use  of  as  a  re- 
fuge for  the  destitute  than  a  Hospital  for 


are  they  to  become  acquainted  with  their 
profession,  when  they  are  robbed  of  the 
means  1  Pupils  go  to  thecollege,  aud  are  re- 
jected ;  rejected  by  those  very  men,  per- 


the  sick ;  instance,  auolher  stricture,  case  I  haps,  whose  neglect  has  caused  them  to 
in  Kenton.    Filling  the  wards  with  chronic 


cases  very  much  diminishes  the  extent  of 
charity  afforded  to  the  poor,  and  general  I  v 
is  of  but  little  service  to  patients  so  affected ; 
the  Hospital  air  being  rather  ill  suited  10 
chronic  affections,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
they  occupy  beds,  and  prevent  relief  being 
granted  where  it  might  be.— Mr.  Vincent, 
I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  still  remarkable  for  his 
lack  of  oral  observatiou;  he  comes  every 
Tuesday,  Thursday  aud  Saturday,  at  half 
past  twelve,  goes  round  his  wards,  signs 
pupils'  tickets  and  hospital  certificates,  re- 
ceives their  money,  aud  goes  away  again 
in  about  an  hour,  having  scarcely  spoken 
of  the  different  cases  to  any  one  but  his 


I  be  deficient  in  the  requisite  knowledge : 
for  if  the  surgeons  of  the  Hospital  would  re- 
gulate, or  order  to  be  regulated,  these  post- 
mortem examinations,  they  might  be  con- 
ducted with  very  considerable  advantage  to 
the  pupils,  and  would,  1  am  sure,  be  justly 
appreciated. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  and  humble  s?rvont, 


Uth  Nov.  W28. 


Cast  ic;  at  on. 
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DISEASED  KIDXEYS.-ERYSIPKLAS. 


CASE    IN  WHICH  -~MOST    FXTENSIVB  DISOB- 

OA  MS  AT  ION  OF  TH  H  EIDNEVS  W>V  DIS- 
COVERED ON  POSTMORTEM  EXAMINA- 
TION, WITHOUT  SVMPTOM8  O*  DISEASE 
Dt/RrNO  LIFE. 


by  T.C.  Gibtin,  Esq., 
Islington. 

About  four  years  ago  I  was  called  to  attend 
a  lady  labouring  under  incipient  phthisis /»«/- 
monalis.  Iler  age  was  thirty-five  ;  Ehe  was^ 
of  a  spare  habit,  dork  complexion,  and  irrita- 
ble constitution,  a  widow,  and  hud  had  foui 
children.  After  some  timelier  health  im- 
proved, and  she  was  enabled  to  resume  her 
ordinary  domestic  occupation.  A  severe 
cold,  caught  while  menstruating,  producer! 
all  her  former  ailments,  in  an  aggravated  de- 
cree, and  she  became  truly  consumptive. 
The  usual  symptoms  of  this  complaint  weie 
manifested ;  and  after  occasional  amend 
mentis  of  health,  and  as  often  relaying  to 
the  usual  standard,  she  died  a  few  weeks 
since. 

tTpon  dissection,  the  peculiar  moibid  con- 
dition of  the  lun^s,always  discovered  in  simi- 
lar cases,  was  most  apparent,  and  the  cause 
of  dissolution  was  ascertained  roost  satis- 
factorily to  the  gentl-  men  who  kindly  assist- 
ed me  in  the  operation,  (Mr.  Hose  of  Gos- 
well  Street,  and  Mr.  liewell  of  Kingsland 

Green,)  as  well  ns  to  Myself. 

Wheu  the  inspection  of  the  thoracic  vis- 
cera was  completed,  the  abdominal  and  pel- 
vic contents  were  next  examined.  The 
stomach,  liver,  intestines,  &c. ;  the  uterus, 
bladder,  and  ovaria,  were  all  found  in  the 
most  healthy  condition  ;  but,  on  searching 
for  the  kidneys,  the  ravages  of  long-con- 
tinued and  cxt?nsive  disease  were  most  ob- 
vious. The  right  kidney,  instead  of  being 
as  usual  closely  adherent  to  the  psona  and 

quadratus  lumborum  muscles,  enveloped  by 
its  peritoneum,  had  mounted  forward,  so 
ns  to  occupy  very  nearly  the  proper  situa- 
tion of  the  ascending  colon,  which  portion 
of  the  bowel  was  pushed  somewhat  more 
outward,  laterally,  than  in  its  ordinary  posi- 
tion. And  not  only  was  the  kidney  evidently 
mhplared,  but  it  was  so  very  materially 
altered  in  structure,  so  essentially  differing 
from  its  accustomed  appearance,  as  to  ren- 
der it  at  first  doubtful  whether  it  was  this 
organ.  A  veiy  minute  investigation  ascer- 
tained this  point  in  the  affirmative.  The 
viscus  in  question,  instead  of  displaying  its 
solid  well-known  texture,  vqgs  sj  com- 
pletely attenuated  and  disorganized,  as  to 
bear  the  closest  resemblance  to  the  dis- 
tended bladder,  or  to  the  coloiy  It  v*as 
about  eight  inches  in  length,  and  as 
many  in  circumference  ;  and  contained  about 
a  pint  of  a  slightly  gelatinous  turbid  fluid, 
but  not  in  the  least  degree  of  a  urinous 


nature.   Its  whole  structure  was  so  totally 

disorganised,  as  to  leave  no  trace  of  its 
usual  divisions  into  the  pelvic  and  secretory 
portions.  The  blood-vessels,  both  of  supply 
and  return,  were  somewhat  enlarged,  but 
not  materially  so.  The  ureter  bad  nothing 
remarkable  in  its  appearance.  The  left  kid- 
ney was  more  than  double  its  general  size, 
both  in  length  aud  circumference,  though 
still  retaining  its  ordinary  shape.  Traces 
of  acute  inflammation  were  distinctly  visible 
throughout  nearly  the  whole  of  its  texture, 
and  aconsiderablc  quantity  of  purulent  mat- 
ter was  contained  in  its  various  cavities. 
The  usual  divisions  of  the  organ  were  re- 
tained. The  blood-vessels  were  slightly 
enlarged,  and  the  ureter  differed  in  no  sensi- 
ble respect  from  one  in  a  sound  slate.  The 
renal  glands  were,  apparently,  healthy  on. 
both  sides. 

This  was  a  esse  in  which,  the  ravages  of 
disense  had  made  great  progress,  and  appa- 
rently had  been  in  operation  for  a  consider- 
able length  of  time.  One  kidney,  judging 
from  appearances,  had  entirely  lost  its  func- 
tions ;  and  the  other  was  so  extensively  dis- 
eased, as  to  present  but  a  vrry  small  surface  in 
relation  to  its  whole  bulk  for  secretion,  yet, 
up  to  the  last  hour  of  existence,  the  patient 
voided  urine  freely  and  naturally,  and  never 
once,  during  the  whole  duration  of  her  ill- 
ness, complained  of  the  slightest  inability  to 
attend  to  this  call  of  nature.  Never  did  she 
express  the  least  pain  or  uneasiness  in  any 
of  the  regions  of  the  urinary  apparatus,  and 
never  did  her  feelings  indicate  the  presence 
of  any  visceral  derangement,  excepting  in 
the  lungs.  5r 

Islington,  September  14*  1828. 


TREATMENT,  OF    F.UYSIPF.I  A9    AT    ST.  BAH- 
TIIQI  OMCw's. 


S 


in, 


To  the  Editor  o/'The  Lancet. 
—You  will,  perhaps,  have  the  kind- 


ness to  insert  in  the  next  Number  of  your 
useful  Journal,  the  two  following  questions, 
which  may  elicit  such  answers  as  may 
prove  advantageous  to  those  who  are  looking 
up  to  the  practice  of  hospital  surgeons  as  a 
guide  to  their  own.  The  questions  alluded 
to,  arose  from  reading  the  history  of  the 
case  of  John  l'ike,  related  in  your  last  Num- 
ber, who  was  admitted  into  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Lawrence, 
for  erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the  hand 
and  forearm. 

Has  Mr.  Lawrence  ceased  to  adopt  that 
most  efficient  mode  of  treating  erysipela- 
tous inflammation,  viz.  by  free  incisions? 
If  not,  why  were  they  not  had  recourse  to 
in  the  above  cose  1  Having  had  frequent  op- 
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portunities  of  treating  diseases  of  this  na- 
ture  by  the  mode  recommended  by  Mr.  Law- 
rence, with  the  greatest  success,  I  felt  dis- 
appointed that  the  measure  had  not  been 
adopted  in  this  case,  as  1  conceived  it  to  be 
one  in  which  it  was  strontjly  called  for.  Not 
only  would  the  vessels  and  cellular  and  fas- 
cial tissue  of  the  tluib  have  been  effectually 
unloaded,  and  the  local  irritation  and  con- 
sequent irritative  fever,  have  been  thereby 
much  diminished ;  but  the  spread  of  the 
inflammation  to  the  trunk  would,  probably, 
have  been  prevented,  and  the  system  (al- 
ready much  broken  dowp)  spared  tin  ex- 
hausting effect  of  the  general  depletory 
treatment  which  was  adopted. 

1  believe,  that  the  advantage  of  making 
early  and  free  incisions,  in  the  cases  o!  erysi- 
pelatous and  carbunculous  itiflammntion,  to 
arise  from  relieving1  the  system  from  the 
immediate  effects  of  irritation,  arising  from 
inflammation  of  unyielding  tissue  ;  and,  ulti- 
mately, of  sparing  it  from  the  debilitating 
effects  of  a  protracted  discharge  of  pus,  and 
of  dead  cellular  membrane  and  fascia. 
I  am,  Mr.  Editor, 
Your  obedieat  servant, 

Qi  f  snou. 

Nov.  Hi,  18*8. 


Pl.n-CENTAOE  SYSTEM. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  L.\  ncbt. 

Sib, — An  invalid,  suffering  from  the  per- 
nicious effects  of  adulterated  drugs  and  ill- 
compounded  medicines,  for  which  the  French 
pharmaciens  are  notorious,  and  feeling 
deeply  for  the  interest  and  health  of  my 
fellow  countrymen,  1  cannot  forbear  directing 
your  and  their  attention,  to  a  system  of* com- 
bination between  certuiu  British  physicians 
and  French  pharmaciens  in  Paris,  which  is 
now  carried  to  such  a  scandalous  and  mis- 
chievous pitch,  that  it  has  drawn  upon  the 
offenders  the  ironical  animadversion  of  the 
Parisian  Press. 

The  following  is  copied  from  The  Corsitire: 
"  A  medical  paper  called  the  Hy»ie,  recently 
gave  a  letter  from  the  pharmacieu  lierai, 
Hue  de  la  Paix,  to  Dr.  Ch — s — de,  who  hud 
just  arrived  from  London,  for  the  purpose  of 
initiating  him  into  certaiu  customs  which 
he  calls  French,  aud  which  cousist  of  the 
pharmacien  engaging  the  doctor  to  send  ull 
his  prescriptions  to  him  ;  the  ph&imaeii  u 
conseuiiug  to  pay  the  officious  doctor  a  rea- 
sonable sum.  All  this  may  he  true,  but  it 
is  long  since  the  English  physicians, 
Morg. — Tup,  and  Mac — g — lin,  bargained 
with  the  pharmacien  lierai  ;  and  the  Hygie 
is  wrong  in  saying,  that  these  lucrative  ar- 
rangements began  with  the  French,  for 


every  body  knows,  that  in  commercial  affairs, 
the  English  always  take  the  lead." 

An  English  Journal,  published  in  Paris, 
contains  the  following: — "The  English 
nobility  and  gentry  are  most  respectfully 
informed,  that  a  Pharmacy  will  shortly  be 
opened,  quite  in  the  Knglub  manner; 
physicians  supporting  this  establishment, 
will  receive  as  liberal  a  per  ceutage  as  at  any 
othar  Pharmacy." 

"  N.  P.  Each  prescription  will  be  num- 
bered, aud  the  doctors  paid  at  the  end  of 
every  month." 

"  "Tis  true,  'i'r-  pity ; 
And  pity  'lis, 'tis  true." 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
An  Enemy  to  the  Peu  Centa<;e 
System 


LONDON  MEOJCAL  SOCIETY. 

i   

►  "™  ~~* 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sjii, — Your  report  of  the  proceedings  at 
the  Loudon  Medical  .Society,  on  the  10th 
instant,  is  strictly  correct.  1  did  there  and 
then  say,  "  that  if  a  servant  of  the  society 
were  to  be  permitted  to  beard  the  Fellows, 
it  would  be  a  question  whether  such  servant 
should  he  allowed  to  retain  his  situation." 
These  remarks  were  intended  to  apply  to 
the  Registrar.  It  is  preposterous  to  sup- 
pose, that  1  could  regard  the  visit  of  Mr'* 
Blenkarne  as  one  of  a  hostile  nature,  coming, 
as  he  did,  from  a  servnut  of  the  Society; 
although  on  that  occasion,  as  well  us  at  the 
meeting,  1  fc't  no  hesitation  in  avowing,  that 
personal  offence  was  not  intended. 

1  urn,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Lamiiekt. 
Walworth,  Nov.  21st,  18«8. 


BMSTERS  IN  MEASLES. 

To  tlie  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — You  will  oblige  me  by  correcting 
an  -error  which  is  contained  in  your  last 
M umber,  in  the  report  of  the  conversation' 
which  took  place  at  the  Westminster  Medi- 
cal Society,  upon  the  subject  of  the  treat- 
ment of  measles.  1  am  reported  to  have 
said,  that  "  almost  always  death  must  fol- 
low the  application  of  blisters"  during  the 
eruptive  stage  of  measles.  I  certainly  did 
not  commit  myself  by  making  such  a  state- 
ment. I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  blis- 
ters were  rarely  necessary  during  the  erup- 
tive stage  of  measles,  and  that  i  had  fre- 
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quently  seen  a  high  and  dangerous  state  of 
excitement  follow  their  application  during 
that  period  of  the  disease.  I  stated  further, 
in  speaking  generally  of  the  employment  of 
hlisters  in  infantile  diseases,  that  I  had  seen 
two  cases  which  terminated  fatally,  from 
mortification  having  taken  place  iu  the  blis- 
tered part.  I  am  quite  certain,  that  blis- 
ters are  much  too  indiscriminately  applied 
to  children,  and  that  too  often  upon  the  very 
erroneous  principle  « that  if  (hey  do  no 
good,  they  can  do  no  harm."  Hut  children 
generally  suffer  severely  from  blisters  ;  and 
1  confess  1  am  yet  to  discover  what  benefit 
is  derived  from  their  application  in  the  ma- 
jority of  infantile  diseases,  iu  which  they 
are  so  commonly  employed. 
1  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  North. 
Upper  Berkeley  Street,  Poitman 
Square,  Nov.  *2d.  1828. 
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on  that  day  and  hour.  The  publication 
therefore,  having  beeu  irregular  at  this 
Office,  it  was  impossible  that  the  Booksell- 
ers and  Newsmen  could  be  otherwise  than 
irreguiur  in  the  distribution  of  the  work. 
With  a  view  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  simi- 
lar complaints,  and  iu  order  that  all  persons 
may  receive  a  full  supply  on  a  first  applica- 
cstion,  the  Publisher  is  authorised  by  the 
Proprietor  to  state,  that,  after  Saturday, 
December  27,  The  Lan<  et  will  be  regu- 
larly published  at  six  o'clock  eveiy  Saturday 
morning.  In  consequence  'of  .this  arrange- 
ment, the  Stamped  Edition  will  be  discon- 
tinued after  tint  day,  us  it  will  be  impossible 
to  "  change  the  forms,"  and  "  re-makeup," 
so  as  to  be  in  time  for  that  evening's  mail. 
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TO  THE  READERS  OF  THE  LANCET 


The  Publisher  has  received  numberless 
complaints  of  the  irregular  manner  in  which 
this  Work  hns  been  supplied  by  the  Book- 
sellers and  Newsmen.  To  these  parties, 
however,  blame  is  not  justly  attributable. 
The.  Lancet,  for  a  lon^  time  past,  has  been 
published  at  two  o'clock  en  Fridays  ;  hut  of 
late,  from  the  vast  increase  of  sale,  it  has 
been  found  impossible  to  prepare  a  sufficient 
number  of  copies  lo  answer  the  full  demand 
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MACULAR  ACTION,  AND  OKJ'HE  CURE 
OF  toEFORMITIE>y 

X^vJPy  M^&HEL^stKE. 


It  has  already  been  said,*  that  the  ac- 
tions of  involuntary  muscles  begin  with  the 
first  movements  of  animal  life,  and  continue, 
with  as  much  uniformity  as  circumstances 
will  allow,  till  its  termination.  Soon  after 
birth,  the  cries  of  the  infant,  and  the  strug- 
gles to  use  its  limbs,  however  imperfectly, 
give  some  feeble  indications  that  the  princi- 

Ele  of  consciousness  is  coming  into  action, 
ke  the  instinct  of  animals,  to  obtain  the 
means  of  supporting  the  life  of  its  own  body, 
these  attempts,  by  degrees,  increase  in 

appearance  of  a 


assume 


the 


pose,  to  obtain  the  means  of 


energy,  and 
more  fixed  put 

supporting  its  own  existence;  its  know- 
ledge, in  this  respect,  increases  with  its 
strength,  till  it  acquires,  in  addition,  the 
power  of  locomotion.  At  this  interesting 
period,  the  anxiety  which  is  natural  to  pa- 
rents, stimulates  them  to  seek  the  best  in- 
formation tbey  can  obtain,  to  give  all  the 
perfections  that  can  be  given  to  their  chil- 
dren, and  in  this  they  frequently  fail, 
sometimes  by  using  means  that  were  im- 
proper, but  more  frequently  by  following 
practices  which  are  understood  by  the  terms, 
to  leave  them  to  Nature,  at  a  period  when 
the  proper  exertions  of  art  are  quite  as  ne- 
cessary for  their  welfare,  as  at  any  subse- 
quent period  of  their  lives. 

Much  of  the  improper  advice  that  has 
been  given  upon  this  subject,  has  been  oc- 
casioned by  misunderstanding,  or  misrepre- 
senting an  opinion  that  has  been  attributed 
to  Johu  Hunter ;  who  is  represented  to  hove 
said,  that  children  should  not  be  confined, 


*  The  Lancet,  No.  5it»8. 
No.  273. 


but  should  be  permitted  to  run  about  in  the 
natural  way.  Mr.  Hunter  certainly  said  this, 
but  when  the  circumstances  under  which  he 
gave  that  advice  are  considered,  it  will  ac- 
quire a  very  different  interpretation  from 
that  which  it  has  received.    It  was  a  pre- 
vailing opinion  in  the  time  when  Mr.  Hun- 
ter lived,  that  the  persons  of  young  females 
might  be  made  more  beautiful,  and  more 
perfect  than  in  their  natural  forms,  by  the 
use  of  certain  articles  of  dress,  and  some 
other  contrivances,  which  then  were  in  ge- 
neral use,  and  Mr*  Hunter  was  frequently 
consulted  by  anxious  parents,  to  know  whe- 
ther stays  that  were  made  by  some  fashion- 
able stay-maker,  or  some  of  the  many  con- 
trivances that  were  then  in  general  use, 
would  not  materially  improve  the  shape  of 
the  young  lady  whose  person  was  under 
examination.    I  have  often  been  present  at 
such  consultations,  when  Mr.  Hunter  has 
uniformly  given  advice  that  was  most  ad- 
vantageous to  the  patient,  though  it  was 
certainly  inimical  to  the  stay-maker  and  the 
shape-mender   who  generally  had  a  strong 
prejudice  in  their  favour  fixed  in  the  minds 
of  the  patient's  friends.    After  Mr.  Hunter 
had  repeatedly  urged  all  that  he  thought 
proper,  and  was  wearied  with  the  pertina- 
city of  his  consultant,  he  has-  sometimes 
added  witii  much  good  humour,  "  Well, 
lady,  I  have  said  all  that  I  can  say ;  we  have 
talked  nousense  enough,  so  give  me  my 
guinea,  and  let  me  go  to  somebody  else. 
This  was  his  good- humoured  way  of  getting 
rid  of  absurd  applications,  which  really 
teazed  him  ;  had  he  been  induced  to  direct 
his  very  powerful  mind  more  particularly  to 
this  subject,   he  would  have  enlightened 
that,  as  he  did  every  other,  upon  which  he 
employed  himself. 

The  truth  is,  that  bo  far  as  human  beings 
are  concerned,  there  is  no  way  of  walking  or 
moving  about  that  can,  with  propriety,  be 
called  merely  natural.  The  movements  of 
the  animal  creation  may  be  called  natural, 
because  they  are  impelled,  by  instinct,  to 
perform  and  repeat  certain  actions  during 
the  whole  course  of  tlu:ir  lives  :  the  beast  of 
prey  is  nourisi.td  by  blood,  which  is  given 
by  the  parent,  till  her  offspring  have  ac- 
quired st length  and  skill  enough  to  pro,. 
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vide  for  themselves;  from  thenceforward 
they  pass  their  lives  in  seeking  those  ani- 
mals which  are  to  become  their  prey. 

The  beasts  of  chase,  when  in  a  wild  state, 
learn,  from  instinct,  thaj  they  are  to  he  de- 
stroyed by  those  beasts  whose  prey  they  are 
to  become;  and, therefore,  these  two  elasses 
of  animals,  during  the  time  they  exist,  use 
all  their  energies,  the  one  in  endeavouring 
to  inflict,  the  other  to  avoid,  destruction; 
and  such  being  the  only  objects  for  which 
they  seem  to  exist,  the  practices  by  which 
they  accomplish  those  ends  of  their  exist- 
ence may,  strictly,  be  called  natural.  But 
the  situation  of  man  is  totally  different ;  he 
is  the  .child  of  artificial  circumstances; 
there  is  scarcely  a  situation  upon  the  face 
of  the  earth  in  which  he  does  not,  or 
cannot,  exist;  lie  modifies  his  habits  till 
they  conform  to  his  situation ;  and  this 
peculiarity  it  is  which  makes  it  necesr 
sary  that  he  should  be  educated  for  the  sta- 
tion which  it  is  intended  that  he  should 
fill  ;  if  he  is  not  so  educated,  he  will  not  be 
able  to  fill  that  station,  or  execute  its  duties 
with  propriety.    Hence  it  is,  that  practices 
which  are  general  among  men  in  some  si- 
tuations, are  quite  unknown  to  men  who  live 
in  different  circumstances.    The  young  of 
all  the  varieties  of  man,  whatever  may 
be  the  degree  of  civilisation,  or  of  bar- 
barism, in  which  thty  exist,   are  either 
taught  all  the  practices  of  their  progenitors, 
or  learn  them  by  mere  dint  of  imitation.  In 
our  own  time,  and  in  those  classes  of  society 
for  whose  use  these  observations  are  in- 
tended, a  great  desire  is  manifested  to  give 
to  their  offspring  all  the  perfection  of  per- 
sonal beauty  which  can  be  communicated  ; 
but  that  desire  is  accompanied  with  many 
practices  which  are  not  well  calculated  to 
produce  so  happy  an  effect.    The  only  ra- 
tional course  that  can  be  adopted  ana  pur- 
sued to  produce  this  effect,  will  be,  to  begin, 
nt  the  earliest  period  practicable,  after  chil- 
dren have  acquired  the  power  of  moving 
freely  and  firmly  from  one  place  to  another, 
to  teach  them  how-to  use  all  their  limbs  to 
the  best  advantage  upon  every  occasion, 
and  to  avoid  all  the  awkward  and  improper 
habits  that  they  are  so  prone  to  acquire,  by 
imitating  the  peculiarities  of  awkward  ser- 
vants, and  other  inferior  persons,  to  whose 
care  they  are  often  entrusted  ;  the  notion 
that  such  habits,  if  acquired  early  in  life, 
may  be  easily  eradicated  afterwards,  by  good 
instruction,  is  very  erroneous ;  we  frequent- 
ly see  that  such  habits,  when  acquired 
early,  are  with  great  difficulty  eradicated, 
and  very  often  not  at  all.    The  course  that 
should  always  be  followed,  is  to  teach  young 
children  very  little,  but  teach  it  them  so 
effectually,  that  it  shall  never  be  forgotten, 
and  not  let  them  acquire  any  habit,  or  adopt 
any  practice,  that  they  shall  afterwards 


have  occasion  to  discontinue,  or,  as  it  may 
be  called,  to  unlearn. 

As  children,  in  the  earliest  periods  of 
their  lives,  are  generally  left  to  the  manage- 
ment of  servants,  these  persons  should  be 
carefully  watched,  to  see  that  they  do 
their  duty ;  1  shall,  in  another  lecture,  de- 
scribed very  simple  practices,  which,  if 
carefully  used  by  those  who  are  entrusted 
with  the  management  of  children  in  the 
earliest  periods  of  life,  will  prevent  many 
of  the  defects,  which  it  requires  so  much 
trouble  afterwards  to  remove  ;  those  direc- 
tions may  be  called  popular  ;  but  I  shall 
now  consider  the  subject  in  a  more  pro- 
fessional point  of  view,  by  explaining  the 
nature,  uses,  and  actions,  of  the  boneB,  liga- 
ments, and  muscles,  by  the  employment  of 
which  all  our  actions  are  performed  ;  but  as 
all  professional  men  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  these  parts  when  they  receive  their 
education,  J  shall  not  enter  into  a  formal 
discussion  of  the  whole,  but  select  such 
parts  only  aB  will  require  attention,  because 
they  are  connected  with  the  subject  that  is 
now  under  discussion. 

The  parts  of  the  human  body  may  be 
arranged  under  two  divisions:  first,  those 
which  contribute  to  locomotion  ;  second, 
those  by  which  parts  of  the  body  are  moved 
with  respect  to  each  other.  As  these  two 
divisions  very  frequently  act  together,  tbey 
unite  on  the  pelvis  as  at  a  common  centre. 
As  it  was  my  fortune  to  attend  more  early, 
as  well  as  more  extensively,  to  the  organs 
of  locomotion,  than  to  the  other  division,  I 
shall  begin  my  explanation,  by  describing 
those  parts  that  I  have  been  longest  at-, 
quainted  with.  The  bones,  the  ligaments, 
and  the  muscles,  will  all  require  attention  ; 
the  bones,  because  they  form  the  solid 
basis  upon  which  the  muscles  act ;  the 
ligaments,  because  they  restrain  the  bones 
within  those  limits  to  which  they  should  be 
confined,  in  order  that  they  may  perform 
the  functions  that  are  required  of  them 
with  the  grentest  advantage ;  and  the  mus- 
cles, because  they  are  the  powers  which  set 
the  whole  in  motion. 

^  I  shall  begin  with  the  feet.  They  con- 
sist of  many  bones,  different  portions  of 
which  are  joined  together  in  a  different 
manner  from  that  in  which  others  are  united. 
The  metatarsal  bones  are  jointed  together,  so 
as  to  have  considerable  motion  with  respect 
to  each  other ;  but  the  last  bone  of  each 
phalanx  is  so  firmly  united  to  corresponding 
bones  of  the  tarsus,  and  the  bones  of  the 
tarsus  are  so  firmly  united  together,  that  it 
is  not  uncommon  to  say  they  are  as  immove- 
able with  respect  to  each  other,  as  if  they 
were  one  bone.  This  is  not  true  ;  even 
when  persons  have  arrived  at  mature  age, 
and  have  their  full  degree  of  natural  strength ; 
a  very  low,  and,  indeed,  ob#c\ire  motion 
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may  be  detected  in  them,  and  I  shall  have 
abundant  opportunities  of  showing,  that 
there  exists  in  them  a  susceptibility  for 
motion,  which,  till  I  succeeded  in  demon- 
strating its  reality,  was  not  thought  possible. 
The  joints  of  which  the  astragalus,  the 
tibia,  and  the  fibula,  form  parts,  are  more 
complex  in  their  nature,  and  capable  of 
much  greater  derangements  in  their  natural 
combinations,  than  the  bones  of  the  foot 
only  with  respect  to  each  other,  and  have 
often  been,  with  me,  at  least,  more  difficult 
of  reduction  to  their  natural  positions,  and 
of  restoration  to  their  natural  powers,  than 
any  others  whose  deformities  I  have  ob* 
served. 

The  knee-joint  is  formed  by  the  condyles 
of  the  femur,  and  of  the  head  of  the  tibia, 
which  roll  upon  each  other  ;  the  bones  of 
the  leg  and  thigh  have  no  direct  hold  upon 
each  other,  but  are  united  by  veTy  strong 
ligaments:  this  joint  has  hut  one  natural 
motion  ;  that  is,  directly  forwards  or  back- 
wards, as  when  we  bend  or  straighten  the 
leg.  As  the  uses  for  which  this  joint  is 
employed  require  the  greatest  exertions  to 
be  continually  made,  for  a  great  length  of 
time ;  and  as  its  strength  depends  entirely 
npon  the  strength  of  those  ligaments  which 
connect  the  two  bones  together,  they  are 
liable  to  be  deranged  in  their  relative  posi- 
tions, as  well  as  in  their  actions,  as  I  shall 
have  opportunities  of  showing  hereafter. 

The  hip-joint  is  formed  by  the  circular 
bead  of  the  femur  which  rolls  in  the  aceta- 
bulum ;  it  is  one  of  the  strongest  joints  of 
the  human  body,  and  it  needs  to  be  so,  on 
account  of  the  numerous  and  important 
functions  that  it  has  to  perform  ;  in  fact,  it 
is  capable  of  allowing  the  leg  to  be  moved 
in  every  direction. 

Having  said  thus  much  of  the  bones,  I 
shall  proceed  to  consider  the  ligameets, 
which,  when  properly  united,  enable  them 
to  perform  their  natural  functions.  It  is 
generally  believed  that  the  ligaments  are 
inelastic,  aud  incapable  of  extension  :  but 
some  persons  have  stated  that  they  may, 
under  some  circumstances,  be  extended  > 
from  these  variations  of  opinion  much  con- 
fusion has  arisen,  and  may,  perhaps,  be 
abated,  by  thus  stating  the  fact :  that  liga- 
ment is,  when  in  its  perfect  state,  nearly  iu- 
elHStic,  and  incapable  of  extension,  without 
being  injured  :  when  suddenly  acted  upon 
with  great  violence,  it  is  torn  or  lacerated  ; 
when  acted  upon  with  less  violence  it  is 
luxated  or  strained,  and  much  pain,  with 
inflammation,  is  produced:  when  lliat  in- 
flammation has  been  dissipated,  ligaments 
are  very  slow  to  recover  their  notural 
powers,  and,  in  very  many  cases,  they 
never  recover  them  at  all. 

The  use  of  the  capsular  ligaments  of 


joints  is  to  retain  the  bones  in  their  natural 
position*,  and  yet  admit  of  motion  to  the  full 
extent  that  the  best  use  of  the  limb  will 
allow,  and  no  more.  The  strongest  aud  most 
useful  position  being,  in  any  case,  ascer- 
tained, the  greatest  care  should  be  taken, 
never  to  let  the  joint  be  strained  beyond 
that  point,  for  it  cauuot  be  done  without  in- 
jury. The  people,  who  teach  what  are 
called  gymnastic  exercises,  pique  them- 
selves upon  what  they  likewise  call  making 
the  joints  move  free  and  loose,  with  ease 
and  activity,  and  by  this  very  act  they  de- 
stroy the  strength  of  those  joints  upon 
which  they  exert  their  influence.  The  real 
object  of  all  exercise  should  be  to  stimulate 
the  parts  to  that  degree  of  action,  which 
can  be  exerted  with  the  greatest  effect, 
and,  at  the  some  time,  with  the  least 
fatigue  to  the  acting  member. 

Having  said  so  much  of  the  bones  and 
ligaments,  it  only  remains  to  consider  the 
uses  and  effect*  of  the  muscles,  which  con- 
stitute the  moving  powers  of  the  animal 
machine. 

The  muscles,  all  the  muscles,  for  exam- 
ple, which  move  the  foot,  are  attached  by 
tendinous  portions  of  their  substance  to 
different  bones  of  the  foot,  and,  at  the 
other  end,  they  are  attached  to  the  bones 
of  the  leg  and  thigh,  or  to  othor  muscles  or 
tendons  which  are  counecled  with  those 
bones.  The  muscles  which  move  the  leg  are 
attached  to  the  bones  of  the  leg  at  one  end, 
aud  to  the  bones  of  the  thigh  and  pelvis  at 
the  other  :  those  muscles  which  move  the 
thigh  are,  iu  like  manner,  attached  to  it  at 
one  end,  and  to  the  pelvis  and  spine  at  the 
other.    The  tendons  are  formed  of  a  sub- 

;  stance  which  greatly  resembles  that  of  the 
capsular  ligaments,  like  which  it  has  very 
little  elasticity,  or  power  of  extension  and 
contraction,  upon  ordinary  occasions.  The 
principal  uses  of  the  tendons  seem  to  be, 
to  allbrd  great  strength  in  a  small  space,  to 
unite  intimately  with  the  fibres  of  the  mus- 
cles, and  to  join  in  the  same  intimate  man- 
ner with  the  bones;  thus  they  secure  a 
Arm  hold  of  the  two  points  between  which 
tlte  muscles  must  contract;  for,  by  the 
muscles  only,  can  those  powers  which  con- 
stitute all  the  actions  of  living  animals,  be 
performed.  The  tendons  are  without  feel- 
ing, while  they  are  in  a  healthy  slate,  but 
often  when  attacked  by  disease,  they  be- 
come acutely  sensitive  aud  painful. 

Voluntary  muscular  movements  are  said 
to  be  performed  by  the  ulternate  action  of 

j  the  extending  and  contracting  power  of  thu 
muscles,  as  directed  hv  the  will  of  the 

imover  ,  but  this  cannot  be  all  the  directing 
power,  because  it  dous  not  account  for  all 
the  phenomena,  and,  indeed,  but  for  a  very 
small  part  of  them. 

If  I  endeavour  to  raise,  and  bring  towards 
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me  any  body  that  is  within  my  reach,  I  form 
some  opinion  as  to  its  weight,  that  I  may 
justly  proportion  the  power  that  I  intend  to 
employ  in  moving  it ;  if  the  power  is  properly 
proportioned  to  the  weight  that  is  to  be  mov- 
ed, the  act  will  be  performed  without  incon- 
venience or  difficulty  ;  if  I  miscalculate, 
and  do  not  exert  power  enough,  the  weight 
cannot  be  moved  until  I  increase  the  quan- 
tity of  power  to  the  extent  that  is  neces- 
sary  ;  when  that  is  done,  the  act  that  was 
intended  will  be  performed  effectually,  and 
not  before.  If  I  miscalculate  in  another 
munner,  and  apply  much  more  power  than 
is  necessary  to  perform  the  act  that  is  in- 
tended, 1  feel  an  uneasy  sensation  on  finding 
that  more  exertion  than  was  necessary  has 
been  used  ;  and  if  the  act  is  to  be  repeated, 
I  vary  the  quantity  of  power,  till  the  power 
and  the  effect  are  equal  to  each  other,  and 
no  more. 

If  a  man  pass  down  the  stairs  of  a  house 
that  he  is  accustomed  to,  he  brings  all  the 
muscles  of  his  legs  and  feet  into  such  a  state , 
that  they  exert  alternately  the  exact  degree 

of  power  that  is  necessary  to  pass  from  one  J  formed  in  real  life,  as  our  soldiers  practise 
step  to  another,  till  he  arrives  on  the  flat  the  field  those  actions  which  they  had 
ground  ;  he  then  alters  the  motions  of  his  learned  on  the  parade,  we  are  entitled  to 
feet  that  he  may  move  directly  forwards  on  consider  those,  statues  as  authentic  repre- 
the  level  ground.  If,  in  doing  this,  his  sentations  of  the  men  whose  exercises  we 
attention  is  diverted  to  another  object,  so  are  desirous  to  imitate,  so  far  as  the  dift'e- 
that  he  arrives  at  the  bottom  before  he  rence  of  circumstances  will  admit,  as  models 


of  the  various  parts  of  the  human  body  will 
perceive,  that  the  action  which  has  thrown 
him  into  the  position  in  which  he  stands  is 
past,  and  he  stands  with  his  powers  sus- 
pended as  the  former  action  left  them,  and 
ready  to  exert  them  with  increased  effect 
the  instant  they  are  directed  by  their  owner 
to  do  so.  If  we  could,  see  a  powerful  man 
placed  in  the  same  attitude,  and  performing 
the  action  which  that  attitude  indicates  he 
intends  to  perform,  the  effect  that,  he  would 
produce  must  be  tremendous.  One  of  the 
Monte  Cavallo  figures  that  was  sculptured 
by  Phidias,  and  a  copy  of  which  exists  in 
Hyde  Park,  with  the  name  of  Achilles  at- 
tached to  it,  is  another  very  fine  specimen 
of  this  kind  of  action. 

As  the  artists  who  executed  these  statues 

Sualified  themselves  to  do  so  by  studying 
le  persons  and  actions  of  men  who  were 
the  finest,  in  point  of  form,  of  the  human 
species,  and  had  brought  them  to  the  high- 
est degree  of  perfection,  both  in  personal 
form  and  muscular  action,  by  practising 
those  exercises  which  they  afterwards  per- 


thinks  he  has  done  so,  he  moves  the  foot 
that  should  stir  next,  in  the  same  manner 
that  he  had  done  before,  it  strikes  against 
the  ground,  he  stumbles,  and,  if  he  is  not 
very  active  in  recovering  himself,  he  falls 
to  the  ground  ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  he  ima- 
gines that  he  has  arrived  on  the  level 
ground  when  he  has  not  done  so,  he,  with- 
out looking  to  ascertain  the  fact,  changes 
his  feet  into  the  state  that  would  be  proper 
to  walk  straight  forward  ;  in  attempting  to  do 
so  his  foot  unexpectedly  sinks  under  him, 
and  he  either  stumbles  or  falls. 

These  simple  accidents,  (which,  at  times, 
have  happened  to  every  person,)  besides 
mnny  others  that  might  be  mentioned,  prove 
that,  between  the  performance  of  every  two, 
acts  of  muscular  exertion,  there  intervenes 
that  state  I  have  called  regulated  muscular 
tension,  in  which  the  muscles  are  kept 
ready  to  act  on  tha  next  occasion  that  their 
exertion  is  required.  This  intermediate 
state,  between  two  actions,  may  sometimes 
exist  for  so  short  a  time  as  to  pass  unno- 
ticed, but,  at  others,  it  exists  so  long  be- 
tween two  acts  as  to  be,  itself,  mistaken  for 
action. 

The  most  perfect  material  representation 
of  this  state  of  suspeuded  muscular  tension 
that  exists  is  the  beautiful  antique  statue, 
commonly  called  the  fighting  Gladiator. 
Whoever  understands  the  structure  and  uses 


or  examples  of  the  effect  we  are  desirous 
to  produce  upon  young  persons  of  our  own 
time,  so  far  as  the  different  circumstances 
under  which  we  exist  makes  it  desirable  for 
us  to  follow  them. 

As  I  have  passed  thus  unintentionally 
into  the  presence  of  authentic  represents* 
tions  of  the  most  perfect  human  beings  that 
have  existed,  and  whose  examples  in  im- 
proving the  beauty  of  the  species  we  are 
desirous  to  imitate,  I  shall  be  excused  for 
noticing  some  other  specimens  that  we  are 
desirous  to  imitate,  or  at  least  to  under- 
stand, so  for  as  to  regulate  our  attempts  at 
improvement  by  observing  them. 

The  statues  of  Illissus  and  of  Theseus, 
which  were  executed  by  Phidias,  and  are 
now  in  the  British  Museum,  are,  in  all  pro- 
bability, the  most  perfect  representations  of 
the  human  form  that  ever  were  executed  by 
man  ;  they  certainly  are  the  most  perfect 
that  remain  to  us,  and,  injured  as  they  have 
been,  no  doubt  can  remain  in  the  mind  of 
any  who  understand  the  forms  and  actions 
of  human  beings,  that  if  those  statues  could 
start  into  life,  they  would,  instantly,  per- 
form any  or  all  the  actions  of  human  beings 
in  the  most  perfect  manner;  they  represent 
snpeiior  beings  in  the  forms  of  men  who 
are  resting  at  their  ease,  but  not  in  con- 
sequence of  fatigue,  of  which  they  give  no 
indications. 
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The  Torso  of  Michael  Angelo,  as  it  is 
usually  called,  a  mutilated  statue  of  the 
highest  order,  in  point  of  merit,  is  believed 
to  represent  Hercules,  restiug  after  his  la- 
bours; as,  besides  the  great  perfection  of 
its  forms,  it  shows  peculiarities  which  in- 
dicates a  body  reposing  after  fatigue.  All 
these  statues,  and  all  the  others  of  merit 
that  approach  to  them,  were  executed  by 
artists  who  acquired  the  power  of  making 
them  by  observing  the  forms  of  those  per- 
sons among  whom  tbey  lived.  The  Gre- 
cians were,  naturally,  in  point  of  form,  the 
most  beautiful  specimens  of  the  human  race, 
and  their  natural  beauties  were  improved 
to  the  highest  degree  of  perfection  by  their 
constant  and  assiduous  practice  of  those  ex- 
ercises which  were  necessary  to  qualify 
them  for  the  occupations  in  which  they 
were  to  pass  their  future  lives.  We  know 
this,  by  contemplating  the  statues  that  hare 
come  down  to  us,  with  as  much  certainty  as 
if  the  people  themselves  were  present ;  we 
know  what  the  exercises  were  that  they 
practised ;  we  know  that  the  habits,  cus- 
toms, and  practices  of  modern  times  are  so 
entirely  different  from  those  of  the  ancient 
Greeks,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  prac- 
tise their  exercises  in  the  same  manner,  and 
to  the  same  extent,  as  they  did  ;  yet  we  are 
entitled  to  conclude,  by  fair  induction,  that 
if  we  adopt  exercises  upon  the  Grecian  prin- 
ciples, and  apply  them  carefully,  so  far  as 
modern  manners  will  allow,  we  shall  im- 
prove the  persons  and  the  health  of  our  chil- 
dren as  much  by  that  adoption  as  we  can 


I  have  now  shown  that  the  application  of 
that  principle,  which  I  have  called  regulated 
or  suspended  muscular  tension,  constitutes 
one  of  the  ingredients,  if  it  is  not  itself  the 
sole  cause  of  muscular  strength:  I  shall 
proceed  to  show  that  it  forms  the  essence 
of  several  modern  exercises,  which,  there- 
fore, deserve  to  be  cultivated  as  exercises, 
although  the  change  that  has  taken  place  in 
modern  manners  has  rendered  them  of  less 
importance  than  they  formerly  were. 

The  principal  of  these  was  the  art  of 
fencing,  or  to  call  it  by  its  proper  title,  the 
art  of  lighting  with  the  small  sword.  1  be- 
lieve it  originated  in  Italy  or  Spain,  and  from 
thence  passed  into  the  rest  of  Europe.  The 
surprise  that  was  excited  by  its  effects  in 
the  minds  of  those  who  did  not  understand 
the  manner  in  which  they  woie  produced 
was  very  great.  In  this  conutry  the  use  of 
it  became  geuerul  in  the  time  of  Elizabeth 
and  James,  but  never  was  universal  us  it 
was  in  France,  whete  even  common  soldiers 
terminated  thuce  affairs  of  honour  with  the 
racier,  which  persons  of  i he  same*  order 
in  this  country  concluded  by  a  boxing 
match. 


Among  gentlemen,  however,  this  manner 
of  fighting  long  continued  so  genera),  that  the 
sword  was  an  article  of  dress  which  no  man 
was  without ;  and  as  every  one  was  liable, 
at  any  moment,  to  draw  and  defend,  or  to 
lose  his  life,  every  one  carefully  learned  to 
use  the  weapon  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
ability.  Those  who  bestow  censure  upon 
what  they  do  not  understand  charged  the 
attitudes,  which  they  who  practised  this  art 
placed  themselves  in,  with  affectation;  a 
charge  that  was  void  of  foundation.  Every 
attitude  that  is  used  is  necessary  for  prepa- 
ration, for  offence  or  for  defence. 

When  the  fencer  begins  to  fight,  he  places 
himself  upright,  and  firmly,  upon  his  legs, 
looks  steadfastly  upon  his  opponent ;  places 
bis  left  hand  upon  his  sheathed  sword, 
which  is  nearly  perpendicular  at  his  side : 
he  then  grasps  the  hilt  with  his  right  hand, 
draws  the  sword  by  raising  it,  and,  when  it 
is  extricated  from  the  scabbard,  makes  a 
circular  movement  with  his  arm  outward, 
at  the  same  time  that  he  generally  moves 
bis  sword  forwards,  till  he  presents  its 
point  to  his  enemy  ;  at  the  same  time  that 
he  extends  his  ieft  arm  backwards  as  a 
counterpoise  to  his  right  arm,  and  places 
his  legs  in  such  positions  as  will  enable  him 
to  support  him  most  effectually  in  the  first 
attitude  that  he  takes,  with  sufficient  firm- 
ness, but  at  the  same  time  with  so  much 
freedom  that  he  can  change  it  with  great 
velocity  to  any  other  that  the  combat  he  is 
going  to  engage  in  may  require. 

Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  practise 
the  actions  1  have  endeavoured  to  describe, 
whether  he  really  engages  in  a  fencing 
match  or  not,  will  find  that  he  canuot  do  so 
without  throwing  every  muscle  in  his 
body  and  limbs  into  that  state  which  I 
have  called  regulated  or  suspended  muscular 
tension  ;  they  all  possess  a  great  degree  of 
firmness,  with  activity  enough  to  change  it 
to  any  other  that  may  be  required,  till  an 
opportunity  offers  to  make  the  last  deadly 
lunge,  that  is  to  bear  his  adversary  to  the 
ground  ;  to  do  this,  every  muscle  is  thrown 
iuto  its  strongest  action,  and  the  whole 
weight  of  the  body  added  with  such  force 
that  it  is  quite  irresistible  by  any  thing  that 
it  is  not  physically  impossible  to  penetrate, 
or  to  overthrow. 

When  the  habits  and  practices  of  society 
were  such  that  no  gentleman  could  be 
thought  dressed  unless  he  had  his  sword  by 
his  side,  and  might  at  any  moineut  be 
called  upon  to  dr>iw  and  defend  his  life,  it 
was  a  matter  of  necessity  that  every  man 
should  learn  to  use  the  sword ;  those  who 
were  disposed  to  be  peaceable,  ns  a  matter 
that  was  necessary  to  their  personal  safety, 
aud  those  who  were  prone  to  act  offensively, 
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that  they  mitjht  do  »o  with  impunity:  while 
this  state  of  things  continued,  fencing  with 
tbe  small  sword  was  learned,  most  seditiously 
learned,  and  practised  by  all  who  claimed  to 
be  thought  respectable  members  of  society  ; 
those  wiio  used  it  in  real  action  obtained 
aafety  by  ths  practice,  and  those  who 
escaped  the  necessity  of  doing  so,  ob- 
tained advantages  of  another  sort,  and  that 
were  to  them  at  least  of  equal  value. 

The  practice  of  fencing  with  the  small 
sword,  or  the  science  of  self-defence,  as  it 
was  called,  required  that  those  who  prac- 
tised it  should  have  much  muscular 
strength,  and  great  activity  ;  they  could  not 
acquire  excellence,  or  keep  it  when  it  had 
been  acquired,  without  much  and  conatant 
practice  ;  the  necessary  consequence  of  this 
practice  was,  a  great  fund  of  health,  and, 
likewise,  much  elegance  of  manner,  for  al- 
though it  nay  be  dangerous  to  attempt  ge- 
neral definitions  of  personal  grace,  it  will 
scarcely  be  doubted,  that  graceful  action 
conahits  in  the  movement  of  well-formed 
persons,  who  execute  every  motion  with 
ease  and  firmness,  as  well  in  the  most  direct 
manner,  without  any  thing  circuitous  or  un- 
necessary, and  the  power  of  doing  this  was 
necessarily  acquired  to  a  great  extent  by 
the  practice  of  using  the  small  sword ;  though 
the  disuse  of  it  as  a  dangerous  weapon  has 
"been  advantageous  to  society  in  many  re- 
spects, the  disuse  of  it  as  an  amusement 
has  diminished  the  personal  advantages  of 
many.  The  game  of  billiards  is  likewise 
advautageous  to  the  health  of  those  who 
practise  it,  though  nothing  can  he  said  in 
favour  of  its  moral  tendency,  because  it  is 
most  commonly  practised  in  public  rooms, 
where  incautious  young  men  are  frequently 
led  into  unpleasant  situations. 

Tennis,  rackets,  cricket,  and  other  games 
of  similar  tendency,  are  equally  advanta- 
geous to  the  health  of  those  who  practise 
them,  and  as  they  are  in  very  general  use 
among  men  of  various  ranks,  they  need  no 
recommendation  from  me. 

Dancing  is  the  only  practice  that  deserves 
the  name  of  accomplishment,  that  can  be 
generally  adopted  as  a  means  of  improving 
the  health  of  the  weakeT  sex  ;  but  as  I  have 
treated  of  that  in  8  separate  Lecture,  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  say  more  of  it  here.  As 
I  trust  that  I  have  shown  the  principle  that 
I  have  called  regulated  or  suspended  mus- 
cular action,  is  materially  concerned  in  all 
the  exercises  that  have  been  mentioned,  I 
shall  next  endeavour  to  trace  it  through 
more  of  its  ramifications. 


DR.  HARBISON  TO  JEMMY  JOHNSTONE. 

To  the  Ettltoi-  e/TiiE  Lancet. 

So,  Mr.  Editor,  we  have  Dr.  Jaraea  John- 
son again  at  his  dirty  work.*  This  con- 
temptible reviewer  can  never  be  at  peace  in 
himself,  so  long  as  his  envious  heart  sickens 
at  the  prosperity  of  others. 

The  Mahometans  would  persuade  us  that 
the  founder  of  their  faith  was  a  saint  from 
the  fourth  year  of  his  sge ;  the  angel 
Gabriel  then  separated  him  from  his  fellows, 
and  cutting  out  his  heart,  wrung  from  it 
that  black  drop  of  blood  in  which  they 
imagine  was  contained  the  fomtt  peoeuii,  so 
thst  he  hsd  none  of  it  ever  afterwards. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  either  an 
angel  of  light  or  of  darkness  would  wring 
out  of  Dr.  James  Johnson  the  fomei  peeeati, 
the  black  drop,  which,  rankling  in  his  heart, 
produces  such  a  conspicuous  display  in  all 
his  writings.  I  shall  now  proceed,  without 
further  comment,  to  notice  a  refuted  charge 
of  this  bustling  defamer,  which,  for  want  of 
better  materials,  he  has  again  revived  in  the 
last  Fasciculus  of  his  worthless  journal.  In 
order  to  rebut  the  accusation,  it  will  be 
enough  to  reprint  my  own  letter,  and  the 
Doctor's  apology,  as  they  were  published 
in  his  Medico- Cbirurgical  Review  for  De» 
cember,  1823. 

"  To  Dr.  Jame$  Johnson  (such  was  my 
address.) 

Holies  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 
Nov.  20,  1823. 

Dear  Sir,— Having  accidentally  read,  in 
your  Review  for  September,  some  animad- 
versions upon  my  picture,  lately  exhibited 
in  Somerset  House,  I  request  the  favour  of 
you  to  publish  the  following  statement,  that 
your  readers  may  be  enabled  to  form  a  clear 
opinion  upon  the  subject. 

I  had  an  opportunity  to  confer  an  act  of 
civility  upon  Mr.  Shee,  which  he  desired  to 
return,  by  presenting  me  with  my  portrait. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  placing  the 
greatest  confidence  in  his  professional  skill 
and  elegant  accomplishments,  I  did  not  pre- 
sume, first  or  last,  to  give  an  opinion,  much 
less  to  interfere  with  any  of  the  arrange- 
ments. The  design,  the  execution,  and 
even  the  idea  of  showing  the  picture  in 
Somerset  House,  were  all  Mr.  Shee's ;  he  is 
therefore  the  gentleman  to  be  referred  to, 
for  any  supposed  defect  in  the  plan,  taste, 
or  composition  of  the  piece. 

I  have  sent  this  letter  for  insertion  in  the 
next  number  of  your  journal,  anticipating 

»  See  the  Fasciculus  for  Nov. 
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your  readiness  to  give  it  ft  place  there,  in 
order  to  maintain  the  impartiality  of  your 
journal,  and  to  perform  an  act  of  justice 
towards, 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Edward  Harrison." 

"  We  consider  the  above  explanation  as 
perfectly  satisfactory,  oud  are  happy  to  find 
that  Dr.  Harrison  has  exonerated  himself 
completely  from  the  charge  of  bad  taste, 
which  waa  brought  against  the  picture 
alluded  lo."— Edito»«. 

Was  it  to  have  been  expected,  after  this 
ample  apology  and  full  explanation,  that 
even  Dr.  James  Johnson  could  have  had  the 
effrontery  to  go  out  of  his  way  a  second 
time,  to  detract  from  Mr.  Shee's  acknow- 
ledged taste  and  abilities  in  the  line  of  his 
profession  ;  but  so  it  is,  as  the  reader  will 
perceive,  in  the  following  extract.  He 
observes  "  the  Doctor  (Dr.  Harrison)  got 
his  picture  perched  up  in  the  exhibition 

with  a  long  crooked  spine  on  one  side,  and  his  I  drcd  maledictions  of  the  envious  and  preju 
intended  big  book  of  Charlatannerie  on  the  diced  defatuer.  Should  he  remain  sceptical, 
other!  This  we  satirised  as  an  advertise-  and  desire  further  proofs,  1  will  furnish  him 
ment,  and  the  crooked  spine  hM  proved  to  with  tlie  clergyman's  name,  and  apply  to 
be  sufficiently  emblematical  of  the  Doctor's*  him  myself  for  permission  to  disclose  it,  if 
subsequent  crooked  policy."*— Ed.  the  doctor  will  promise  to  publish  my  state- 

ment. 

Before  I  conclude  this  tedious  narrative, 
I  have  to  observe,  that  my  academical 
education,  (an  advantage  which  Dr.  James 
Johnson  never  enjoyed,  notwithstanding  his 


sign,  the  execution,  and  the  ornaments  of  my 
picture  were  highly  commended.  Mr.  8hee, 
to  whose  refined  taste  the  whole  merit  is  of 
course  due,  was  said  to  have  introduced,  by 
these  embellishments,  a  new  and  brilliant 
era  into  this  department  of  the  fine  arts. 

2dly.  In  respect  to  my  Essay  on  Spinal 
Diseases,  which  Dr.  James  Johnson  has 
designated  charlatannerie,  I  may  remark, 
that  a  dignified  clergyman,  of  high  and  werl 
deserved  literary  reputation,  desired  to  know 
a  few  days  since,  who  attended. a  certain 
invalid;  the  brother  said,  Dr.  Harrison; 
the  inquirer  replied,  I  have  carefully  read 
Dr.  Harrisou's  work  on  spinal  diseases,  and 
I  am  also  well  acquainted  with  the  brilliant 
discoveries  of  Dr.  Jenner.  Highly  as  I 
estimate  the  merit  of  the  latter,  I  really 
think  we  are  quite  as  much  indebted  to  Dr. 
Harrison,  as  to  him.  Here  is  the  unbiassed 
testimony  in  favor  of  my  doctrines  and 
practice,  of  a  scientific  gentleman,  cfwhotu 
1  have  not  the  smallest  personal  knowledge. 
A  testimony  certainly  outweighing  an  bun- 


Would  it  be  believed  that,  in  this  short 
extract,  the  veracious  Doctor,  this  pattern 
of  all  perfection,  has  committed  not  less 
than  two  palpable  falsehoods  !  The  spine 
is  not  crooked,  as  may  be  seen  on  examining 

the  picture  in  my  drawing-room,  nor  has  j  having  by  some  strange  juggle  obtained"  the 
the  book  any  title  to  designate  the  author.  \ntrreptilion$  titles  of  M.  D.,  and  licentiate  of 
It  might,  for  ought  that  appears  to  the  con-  [  the  London  College  of  Physicians,)  bids  me 
trary,  be  intended   by  the  accomplished 
artist,   to  represent  the   Fascicular  Re- 
viewer's imperisliahle  Treatise  on  Morbid 
Sensibility  of  the  Stomach  and  Bowels. 

Dr.  James  Johnson  is  here  charged  with 
two  positive  and  deliberate  falsities.  Posi- 
tive in  as  much  as  they  are  evident  to  tbe 
sight.  Deliberate,  because  they  have  been 
rankling  in  his  envious  bosom  more  than 
five  years.  How  can  we  confide  in  this 
reviewer's  reports,  who  draws  so  continually 
upon  a  distempered  imagination,  that  in  writ- 
ing a  couple  of  sentences,  he  seldom  omits 
to  grace  them  with  some  hallucination  of  his 
own  1  Of  such  persons,  Locke  says,  "  men 
will  give  their  own  experience  the  lie,  rather 
than  admit  of  any  thiug  ditayreeing  with 
their  tastes." 

I  have  to  observe  further  on  the  above 
extract,  1st.,  with  regard  to  the  portrait, 
that  in  the  Literary  Gazette  of  the  same 
period,  (a  work  which  has  proved  too 
caustic  for  this  hardened  sinner,*)  the  de 


*  Fasciculus  for  Nov.  1823. 

*  See  the  repeated  promises  made  by  Dr. 


tell  him  that  it  is  necessary  to  establish 
Ihe  truth  of  every  proposition,  before  he 
presumes  to  draw"  inferences  from  it ;  and 
that  it  is  still  more  nefarious  to  draw  infer- 
ences from  premises,  which  the  writer 
knows  to  be  obvii  Italy  and  notoriously  false. 

In  regard  to  his  officious,  repeated,  and 
unfounded  attacks  upon  my  character,  1  now 
call  upon  him  to  prove,  1st,  that  the  spine  is 
crooked,  (i.  e.  deformed,)  otherwise,  to  recal 
the  rash  and  wicked  conclusion.  2ndly,  That 
the  book  in  the  buck  ground  was  intended  by 
Mr.  Shee,  to  refer  to  my  then  unpublished 
work  on  spinal  diseases.  Srdly,  That  it  is  a 
great  (or  little)  book  of  charlatannerie. 
Ithly,  That  it  really  contains  any  charlatan- 
nerie, and  to  point  it  out. 

Having  disposed  of  these  four  proposi- 
tions iu  the  best  manner  he  can,  let  him  go 
on  successively  to  the  rest,  not  only  in  this, 
but  also  in  my  former  letter.  I  now  tell  Dr. 
James  Johnson,  without  the  smallest  reser- 


James  Johnson,  to  expose  the  proceedings  of 
a  person  of  the  name  of  Long,  of  whom  the 
Literary  Gazette  had  spoken  favourably* 
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ration,  that  bis  honesty,  his  veracity,  and  [  Sunday  excepted,  and  at  every  boor  after 


respectability  are  all  at  stake.  He 
eitber  redeem  bis  character,  from  the  grave  1  gency, 
charges  contained  in  frrtfc  my  tetters,  or  be 
prepared  not  only  to  see  the  linger  of  scorn 
pointed,  but  to  hear  the  roost  vilifying  exe- 
crations directed  towards  the  worst  of 
assassins. 

With  these  defensive  remarks,  I  most  wil- 
lingly take  my  leave  of  Dr.  James  Johnson. 
I  am  Sir,  &c. 

Edward  Harrison. 
Holies  Street,  Nov.  18,1828. 


ROYAL   UNIVERSAL   INFIRMARY   FOR  CHIL- 
DREN, WATERLOO-RRIDOE  ROAD. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancey. 

Sir,— -I  beg  permission,  through  the  me* 
dium  of  your  widely-circulating  Journal,  to 
lay  before  the  public,  a  statement  of  some  of 
the  abuses  which  have  crept  into  the  above 
most  excellent  institution,  with  the  hop* 
that  such  publicity  msy  remove  them.  The 
founder,  in  the  benevolence  of  bis  heart, 
conceived,  that  an  institution,  grounded  upon 
the  principle  of  administering  prompt  medi- 
cal aid  to  the  children  of  the  poor,  would  be 
productive  of  great  benefit.   He  appealed 

to  the  public,  in  furtherance  of  his  ideas,  I  bleeding  still  continuing,  upon  her  return 
and  bis  appeal  was  quickly  answered  by  a  home,  she  became  miserable,  and  deter- 
liberal  subscription,  to  enable  him  to  carry  mined  to  seek  further  aid  in  the  neigh  bour- 
into  effect  his  philanthropic  views.   An  hood  in  which  she  lives,  when  the  surgeon 


,  for  the  admission  of  cases  of  emer- 
for  the  first  time,  without  recom- 
mendation." 

Thus  far  for  the  rules ;  now,  Mr.  Editor, 
as  to  ihe  practice.  I  will  give  you  one  ca*e, 
as  a  sample: — A  poor  womau,  with  four 
children,  applied,  for  the  first  time,  on  Tues- 
day, October  21,  for  advice  for  her  infant, 
eight  months  old.  The  doors  were  opened 
between  eleven  and  twelve,  and  the  parties, 
between  20  and  50,  admitted  into  a  cold 
damp  dirty  ward,  with  three  small  forinB,  as 
scats,  but  no  fire.  The  hour  for  the  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  to  attend  is  from  twelve  to 
one;  and,  as  the  house  surgeon  did  not 
think  well  to  commence  his  examination 
until  it  was  quite  certain  his  superiors 
would  not  be  there,  he  employed  that  time 
in  getting  a  lunch.  Neither  physician  nor 
surgeon  attended,  but  the  examination  com- 
menced at  one,  and  the  medicines  were  all 
dispensed  shortly  after  four.  The  child's  gums 
were  lanced,  and  the  mother  obtained  the  ne- 
cessary medicines  for  herinfant,witb  aaorder 
to  attend  again  on  Saturday.  Inconsequence 
of  the  incessant  bleeding,  however,  which 
took  place  from  the  gums,  she  became 
alarmed,  and  applied  again  on  Friday.  No 
physician,  no  surgeon  ;  the  house  surgeon, 
as  before,  began  at* one.  The  bleeding  con- 
tinued, and  she  applied  again  on  Saturday  ; 
one  medical  gentleman  in  attendance.  The 


excellent  code  of  rules  and  regulations  was 
drawn  up  for  the  government  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  was  carried  into  effect  by  the 
founder's  zeal  and  application.  Death  has 
deprived  the  public  of  the  services  of  tins 
benevolent  msn  ;  since  which  time,  the 
attendance  of  the  medical  gentlemen  has 
been  less  constant.  The  rules,  which  were 
intended  to  regulate  the  attendance  of  the 
medical  officers  of  the  institution,  are  as 
follow  :— "  A  physician  shall  attend  at  tbe 
Infirmary  every  day,  Sunday  excepted,  to 
give  advice,  and  prescribe  for  such  patients 
as  shall  be  brought  to  him  ;"  and  "  a  sur- 
geon shall  attend  every  day,  Sunday  ex- 
cepted, to  administer  to  such  cases,  in  his 
department,  as  shall  be  brought  to  him." 
The  house  surgeon,  also,  is  to  "  reside  at 
the  Infirmary,  and  be  in  readiness,  at  all 
times,  to  render  assistance,  as  well  during 
the  attendance  of  the  physician  and  sur- 
geon, as  after  they  have  transacted  busi- 
ness." He  is  likewise  required,  "  from 
four  to  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  to  dis- 
pense to  such  patients  as  may  require  u 
repetition  of  their  medicines,"  and  to  "  see 
that  the  Infirmary  be  opened  lor  busiuess 
every  day  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 


to  whom  she  applied,  found  it  necessary  to 
pass  s  needle  through  the  part,  to  stop  the 
further  loss  of  blood.  The  child  died  on 
the  following  Tuesday ! 

Let  me  ask,  Sir,  is  this  tbe  prompt  and 
efficient  aid  that  the  poor  have  a  right  to 
expect?  that  the  subscribers  have  been  led 
to  expect?  Are  men  to  write  after  their 
names,  "  Physician  to  the  Royal  Universal 
Infirmary  for  Children,"  Surgeon  to  the 
Royal  Universal  Infirmary  for  Children," 
and  thus  neglect  their  duly?  Is  this  "  the 
preservation  of  the  infant  families  of  his 
Majesty's  indigent  subjects,"  held  out  in 
the  address?  If  the  extensive  practice,  and 
exalted  stations,  of  these  gentlemen  render 
their  duties  to  the  institution  impractica- 
ble, let  them  resigu  ;  but  "  the  esteem  in 
which  it  is  held  by  the  indigent  classes," 
must  not  be  sacriliced  by  neglect.  Dr. 
Davies  seems  to  have  foreseen  that  neg- 
lect might,  at  some  time,  creep  in,  and 
therefore  house  visiters  were  appointed,  to 
see  "  that  the  various  regulations  are  car- 
ried into  effect." 

Will  you  believe,  Mr.  lvditor,  that,  be- 
cause some  one  or  two  of  these  house  visi- 
ters bad  the  honesty  to  write  in  the  book, 


Digitized  by  Google 


MR.  TEEVAN  ON  IRITIS. 


*'  No  medical  gentleman  in  attendance," 
the  leaves  were  torn  from  the  book,  with 
great  indignation,  by  one  of  these  exalted 
professional  gentlemen  1  It  did  occur,  I  j 
uasure  you,  and  at  once  put  an  end  to  the 
impertinent  remarks  of  the  visiting  com- 
mittee. The  house  surgeon,  on  one  occa- 
sion, was  applied  to  for  information  as  to 
the  general  attendance  of  the  medical  gen- 
tlemen, but  he  stated,  that,  as  he  formed  a 
*  part  of  the  medical  establishment  of  the  in- 
stitution, and  had  kept  no  register  of  their 
attendance,  he  could  not  answer  tsuch  ques- 
tions. 

It  was  suggested,  that  a  book  might  be 
kept,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  day 
of  the  month,  the  number  of  patients  ad- 
mitted, and  the  name  of  the  medical  gentle- 
man, admitting  such  patients,  signed  to  it. 
But  one  of  the  professional  gentlemen  said, 
that  he  would  not  disgrace  his  professional 
character  by  signing  such  a  book  !  If  the 
applicants  are  numerous,  and  no  medical 
gentleman  in  attendance  but  the  house  sur- 
geon, which  is  generally  the  case,  "  the  ne- 
cessitous poor'  are  kept  sometimes  till 
five  o'clock,  before  they  obtain  their  me- 
dicines. Is  a  woman,  with  a  family  of 
children  at  home,  and  with  all  her  domestic 
affairs  neglected,  to  be  thus  detained  for 
such  a  pittance  1   It  cannot,  it  must  not  be. 

Let  me  beg  of  you,  Mr.  Editor,  to  assist 
in  removing  these  crying  abuses.  Allow 
not  the  sickly  and  restless  infant  to  be  de- 
tained for  Jour  or  five  hours  in  a  cold,  dirty, 
and  damp  room,  in  the  arms  of  its  agonized 
mother,  waiting  for  the  turn- attendance  of 
these  exalted  professional  gentlemen.  Tell 
these  gentlemen  of  great  eminence  and  ex- 
tensive practice,  that  their  neglect  will  in- 
fallibly bring  down  a  curse  upon  their 
beads  ;  for  He,  who  could  not  err,  has  said, 
"  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the 
least  of  these,  ye  did  it  not  to  me." 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
One  of  the  Monthly  Committer. 
Nov.  17, 18*8. 


CASK  OF  ACUTE  iniTIS,  6l'CCF.«SFUt  I.Y 
TREATED. 

By  W.  Tee  van,  Esq.,  Watford, 

A.  Thompson,  a  coaebmaker,  came  under 
my  care  on  Wednesday,  the  2,'id  April,  18^8. 
It  appeared,  from  the  patient's  statement, 
that  some  boiling  gre;:He  fell  into  his  right 
eye,  about  ten  days  ago,  which  produced 
considerable  paiu  and  suffering  ;  notwith- 
standing which  he  continued  to  fallow  his 
occupation  till  the  present  period,  without 
having  had  recourse  to  any  remedies,  except 


the  application  of  four  leeches  to  the  temple, 
and  a  dose  or  two  of  Epsom  salts.  These 
mean*  did  not  appear  to  afford  him  an}'  relief, 
iand  the  pain  and  inflammation  of  the  eye. 
J  continued  to  increase  to  such  a  degree,  as 
,  to  have  nearly  destroyed  the  functions  of 
the  organ.  On  examination,  the  eye  ap- 
peared exceedingly  vascular,  and  there 
were  two  distinct  sets  of  blood  vessels  to  be 
seen,  viz.,  those  of  the  conjunctiva  and  those, 
of  the  sclerotica;  the  former  running  in  a 
serpentine  direction,  while  the  latter  pur- 
sued a  direct  course  along  the  ball  of  the 
eye,  to  within  a  line  of  the  circumference 
of  the  cornea,  where,  uniting,  they  formed 
a  distinct  zone.  The  cornea  presented  a 
dull  appearance,  and  the  lachrymal  secretion 
was  very  hot  and  abundant ;  the  pupil  is 
somewhat  smaller  than  natural ;  the  iris 
altered  in  colour,  sluggish  in  its  movements, 
and  depositions  of  coagulable  lymph  have, 
in  one  or  two  places,  approximated  its  pu- 
pillary margin  to  the  capsule  of  the  crys- 
talline lens  ;  there  is  great  pain  in  the  ej*e- 
ball,  supra  orbital  region,  and  forehead,  es- 
pecially during  the  night.  Twelve  ounces 
of  blood  to  be  taken  from  the  temporal 
artery. 

Jjt  Hydr.  sulmwriatis,?)) . ;  pulv.  opii,  gr.  iij. 
conf.  roue,  q.  s. — Fiat  pil.  iv.  quartum 
sumat.  i.,  quartis  horis. 
Illinatur  regio  supra  orbitalis  c.  extr.  bella- 
donna?, omni  nocte. 

The  eye  to  be  fomented  with  warm  water 
for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  every  four  hours. 

«4.  The  bleeding  afforded  considerable 
relief,  and  the  inflammation  has  very  much 
subsided  ;  the  pupil  is  not  so  contracted, 
and  the  pupillary  margin  of  the  iris  is  much 
less  fringed  ;  vision  improved,  and  he  suf- 
fered very  little  pain  during  the  night. 

Per  gal  in  usu  medicament. 

25.  The  inflammation  has  very  much  sub- 
sided, and  the  pupil  is  now  fully  dilated, 
except  where  the  iris  is  confined  by  adhe- 
sions to  the  capsule  of  the  crystalline  lens  ; 
mouth  tender.  He  was  ordered  to  take  two 
of  the  pills  every  night  at  bed  time,  and  to 
continue  the  use  of  the  belladonna. 

27.  Vision  nearly  perfect ;  no  pain  in  the 
eye  or  supra-orbital  region  ;  pupil  more  cir-  • 
cular  ;  iris  still  attached  to  the  capsule  of 
the  crystalline  lens  ;  gunih  very  tender. 

&  Pi/,  hydrarg.  gr.  x.— Ft.  pil.  ii.  hor.  s. 

Jfc  Inf us.  senna:,  J  iij. 
magnet,  till  ph.,  $i. 

Aqua  menthtt.  jtv.  j*/.  —  Ft.  mistura  ; 
sumat.  4tm  part,  omni  mane. 

f>0.  Vision  quite  perfect ;  no  pain  in  the 
eye  ;  pupil  ne  rly  circular,  and  the  cornea 
is  clear ;  the  zone  of  blood  vessels,  which  sur- 
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rounded  the  circumference  of  the  cornea, 
is  no  lodger  visible,  and  the  conjunctiva  and 
sclerotic  coats  of  the  eye  have  resumed  their 
natural  appearance  ;  the  pupillary  margin  of 
the  iris  remains  attached,  at  one  point,  to 
the  capsule  of  the  crystalline  lens  by  a  mere 
thread  of  coagulable  lymph,  which  does  not, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  interfere  with  vi- 
sion. 


CASE  Of  HEMIPLEGIA,  IN  WHICH  TUB  STRYCH* 
NINE  WAS  OIVBN   WITH  ADVANTAGE. 

Havino  observed,  in  the  last  volume  of 
your  very  excellent  Journal,  under  the  head 
of  Foreign  Department,  you  have  given  a 
case  of  hemiplegia,  treated  by  the  alcoho- 
lic extract  of  nux  vomica  ;  and,  in  the  same 
volume,  you  have  reported  from  St. Thomas's 
Hospital,  a  case  of  paraplegia,  successfully 
treated  in  a  similar  manner,  I  am  induced 
to  send  you  the  particulars  of  the  following 
case  of  hemiplegia,  in  which  the  strych- 
nine was  administered  with  considerable 
benefit : — 

A.  Hobinson,  attatis  35,  placed  herself 
under  my  care  on  the  30th  of  May,  1828. 
A  year  ago  she  had  an  apoplectic  fit, 
which  lasted  twenty-four  hours,  during 
which  time  she  was  quite  insensible,  and 
lay  in  a  motionless  state.  On  recovering  her 
senses,  she  found  that  she  had  lost  the  use 
of  her  left  eye,  and  was  almost  entirely  de- 
prived of  all  power  over  the  superior  and 
inferior  extremity  of  the  left  side  of  the 
body.  At  this  period  she  was  attended  at 
her  home,  by  a  medical  gentleman,  attach- 
ed to  one  of  the  London  Infirmaries,  for  a 
fortnight,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time 
she  was  received  ss  an  in  door  patient  of 
the  Infirmary,  where  she  remained  for  up- 
wards of  eight  months.  She  states,  that 
she  was  once  bled,  and  had  eleven  blisters 
applied,  at  intervals,  to  the  nape  of  the 
neck,  and  along  the  course  of  the  spine. 
Not  having  derived  any  apparent  advantage 
from  the  plan  of  treatment  she  was  placed 
under,  she  left  the  Institution  about  the 
period  before  mentioned,  and  has  continued 
ever  since  much  in  the  same  state.  Her 
left  fore-arm  is  at  a  right  angle  with  the 
arm,  and  cannot  be  extended  or  lifted  from 
the  side  ;  the  fingers  are  semiflexed,  aud 
immoveable  ;  the  sensation  of  feeling  in  the 
paralytic  aide  is  much  the  same  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  body,  but  she  complains  bit- 
terly of  a  pricking  pain  in  the  paralytic 
parts  when  she  approaches  the  fire.  The 
temperature  of  the  paralytic  side  is  not 
quite  so  high  as  that  of  the  opposite,  which 
1  believe  is  generally  the  case,  but  not  al- 
ways so.  She  is  unable  to  walk,  or  stand, 
witiiout  the  aid  of  crutches,  and  she  drags 
the  paralytic  limb  along  the  ground  ;  bowels 
very  torpid,  and  seldom  moved  without 


having  recourse  to  very  powerful  medicine ; 
tongue  clean  ;  appetite  diminished ;  me* 
mory  very  much  affected,  and  her  mind  is 
so  much  enervated,  that  she  will  sit  down 
and  cry  for  hours,  without  knowing  any 
j  cause  for  her  doing  so ;  and,  at  other  times, 
she  will  be  seized  with  fits  of  laughing, 
which  will  continue  for  upwards  of  half  an 
hour,  and  over  which  she  appears  to  have 
no  controul. 

Jjk  Uydv,  submur.,  gT.  ii. 

Pule,  jalap*,  gr.  x.— Ft.  pulv.  tertia 
quaque  nocte  somendus. 
B>  Solut.  strychnin.*  Mm.  x.  ter  indh. 

June  8.  No  better  ;  complains  of  pain  in 
the  arm  and  leg ;  bowels  open ;  topgue 
clean ;  pulse  72,  in  both  wrists ;  pain  in  the 
head,  with  which  she  was  much  troubled 
previous  to  her  commencing  the  medicine. 

16.  She  can  lift  the  paralytic  limb  nearly 
two  feet  from  the  ground,  which  she  was 
previously  incapable  of  doing  ;  she  can  also 
lift  the  arm  more  from  the  side,  but  is  in- 
capable of  extending  it ;  she  has  thrown 
away  her  crutches  to-day,  for  the  first  time, 
and  can  walk  about  with  the  aid  of  a  walk- 
ing stick  ;  complains  of  darting  pains  in  the 
paralytic  parts,  which  extend,  sometimes,  as 
far  as  the  joint  of  the  toes;  head  free  from 
pain.  The  operation  of  the  medicine  was 
carefully  watched,  and  the  dose  was  gra- 
dually increased  till  the  fourth  of  July,  when 
she  was  taking  twenty  minims  of  the  solu- 
tion three  times  a  day.  The  good  effects  of 
the  medicine  were  now  very  apparent ;  she 
could  walk  about  pretty  firmly,  and  extend 
the  arm  in  a  slight  degree,  and  her  memory 
is  very  much  strengthened  ;  tetanic  mo- 
tions, which  are  as  yet  confined  to  the  para- 
lytic parts,  occur  frequently  in  the  course  of 
the  day  and  night,  and  the  patient  says, 
that  when  she  finds  them  coming  on  she  is 
compelled  to  sit  down  immediately,  other- 
wise she  would  he  in  danger  of  falling  on 
the  ground  from  their  violence.  She  com- 
plains of  an  exceedingly  bitter  taste  in  the 
half  of  the  tongue  which  corresponds  with 
the  paralytic  side. 

I  regret  that  at  this  period  I  was  obliged 
to  leave  London,  in  Consequence  of  which 
she  left  off  taking  the  medicine. 


ON  THE  CURE  OF  DEFECTS  IN  THE  PALATE 
AND  t'VULA. 

By  John  Palmer  Db  la  Fons,  Esq. 

i 

Having  so  recently  given  publicity  to  a 
case  that  was  similar  in  its  results,  though 
differently  treated,  all  introductory  obser- 
vations have  here  been  omitted,  as  being 

*  Mngendie's  Formulary. 
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superfluous.  At  the  age  of  fourteen,  Miss 
N.,  to  whom  this  communication  refers, 
was,  during  her  residence  in  the  West  In- 
dies, attacked  with  ulcerated  sore  throat, 
which  terminated  in  the  destruction  of  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  soft  palate  and  uvula,  only 
a  small  portion  of  it  remaining  on  the  right 
aide  of  the  month.  The  injured  parts  were 
perfectly  healthy,  but  so  far  divested  of 
feeling  a3  to  admit  of  the  vacancy  being 
covered  by  a  metallic  substitute.  The  pa- 
latal bones  having  sustained  no  injury,  the 
frame-work  to  which  it  was  affixed  was 
made,  with  a  trifling  deviation,  similar  in 
form  to  the  one  before  described,*  hut  va- 
rying in  the  means  »f  supporting  it*  The 
methods  usually  adopted  were  inapplicable, 
the  molar  teeth  being  so  nearly  in  contact 
with  each  other  aa  not  to  leave  room  for  a 
clasp  of  the  ordinary  form  to  pass  between 
them,  of  sufficient  strength  to  hold  it  se- 
curely. This  difficulty  was  surmounted  by 
substituting  au  elastic  ring,  B.C.,  on  each 
side,  which  rings  being  infinitely  stronger 
than  the  open  ones,  are  calculated  to  hold 
more  securely,  while  they  do  not  interfere 
with  the  facility  of  removal  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cleanliness. 

On  referring  to  the  former  communica- 
tion, the  circumstances,  to  a  casual  ob- 
server, may  probably  appear  precisely  simi- 
lar ;  but,  on  comparison,  they  will  be  found 
to  differ  materially  ;  the  parts  around  the 
orifice,  in  the  one  case,  being  so  sensitive, 
as  to  require  extreme  caution  in  introducing 


the  most  pliable  substance  that  could  be 
used  to  cover  the  aperture,  while,  in  the 
other  they  were  so  callous  as  to  admit  of 
a  hard,  inflexible  substance  being  applied 
for  the  same  purpose,  without  occasioning 
the  slightest  degree  of  excitement.  Another 
difference  consists  in  the  loss  of  substance 
being  so  considerable  on  the  left  side,  as  to 
require  the  gold  to  be  made  of  a  bulb-like 
form  towards  the  extremity,  for  the  purpose 
of  not  only  covering  the  aperture,  but  to  fill 
up  the  cavity  to  a  level  with  the  surface  on 
the  opposite  side.  Although  three  years 
had  elapsed  since  the  patient  had  acquired 
the  habit  of  speaking  indistinctly,  an  im- 
provement in  the  tone  of  the  voice  was  im- 
mediately perceptible  ;  since  which  time 
an  interval,  not  exceeding  three  months,  has 
elapsed,  and  the  speech  has  altered  mate- 
rially for  the  better,  particularly  on  being 
made  to  articulate  deliberately.  Until  the 
party  becomes  familiarized  to  the  change, 
the  utmost  attention  will  be  requisite  in 
speaking;  or,  such  is  the  force  of  custom, 
that  the  utterance  would  still  continue  de- 
fective, which  would  be  the  case,  even  if 
Nature  had  as  suddenly  resumed  her  func- 
tions. 

Any  one  may  be  convinced  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  remark,  by  attempting  to 
imitate  persons  who  apeak  in  that  way, 
which  they  will  accomplish  with  the  ut- 
most facility. 

14,  George  Street,  Hanover  Square. 


0^ ;  pCV 


Fig.  1,  represents  the  whole,  as  it  ap- 
pears when  fixed  in  the  mouth,  the  extent 
of  the  cavity  being  distinguished  by  the 
dotted  line  at  A. 


»  No.  270  of  The  Lancet,  p.  143. 


Fig.  2,  a  front  view  of  the  contrivance  ; 
A,  the  part  that  covers  the  aperture  ;  13,  C, 
the  elastic  rings  that  hold  it  in  its  place  ; 
D,  an  arm  that,  hy  bearing  against  the  roof, 
secures  it  from  dropping  down  at  the  back. 

Fig.  3,  a  side  view. 
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CASES  ILLUSTRATIVE  OF  THE  8PIIDY  EFFECT 
OF  THE  SECALB  CORNCTUM  IN  LINGERING 
LABOURS. 

By  Robert  Merry,  Etq.,  Surgeon- Jccou- 
cheur,  Lev**,  Susie i. 


"  Lonqu'on  rcrit  iivec  an  desir  sincere  d'etre 
utile,  on  doit  avoir  le  courage  de  •'exposer  a  la 
critique." 


Before  entering  upon  the  effects  of  a 
medicine,  it  is  usual  to  give  some  slight  de- 
scription of  its  properties.  The  names  that 
this  vegetable  substance  has  been  known 
by,  are  either  from  its  form,  origin,  or  the 
properties  which  it  has  been  found  to  poa 
sess. 

In  France  it  is  called  ergot,  bled  cornu, 
secalis  mater,  bled  avorte,  bled  faronche, 
Beigle  cornu,  seigle  a  eperon,  or  ergo  Use, 
seigle  ivre,  and  seigle  noir ;  it  also  has  been 
named,  by  Gaspard  Baucbin,  secale  luxu- 
riant; and  in  Germany,  is  known  by  the 
name  of  mutter  korn,  or  mother  corn. 

Spurred  rye,  in  its  mature  state,  is  of  a 
brown  or  violet  colour  ;  some  of  the  grains 
•re  less  than  the  healthy  rye,  while  others 
•re  from  an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
length,  and  of  a  proportionate  thickness; 
its  form  is  nearly  cylindrical,  having  its  ends 
somewhat  obtuse,  at  times  a  little  pointed 
and  bent,  in  the  shape  of  a  crescent;  on 
being  broken  transversely,  it  internally  dis- 
plays a  greyish  white  substance,  covered 
closely  by  the  coloured  cortical  substance, 
which  does  not  separate  on  ebullition  ;  when 
pulverised,  it  is  of  an  ashen  grey  colour  ; 
when  the  grain  is  quite  dry,  it  has  scarcely 
any  taste,  but  the  powder  has  a  nauseous, 
bitter,  and  acrid  taste. 

Its  chemical  properties,  as  stated  by 
Vauquelin,  are — 

1.  A  yellowish  fawn  coloured  matter,  so- 
luble in  alcohol,  exhaling  a  smell  like  that 
of  fish  oil. 

SJ.  A  white  oily  matter,  of  a  bland  taste. 

3.  A  violet-coloiired  matter,  iusoluble  in 
alcohol. 

4.  A  free  acid,  which  appears  to  be  of 
the  nature  of  phosphoric  acid. 

5.  A  vegeto  animal  matter,  in  considera- 
ble quantity,  much  disposed  to  putrefaction, 
and  which,  on  distillation,  furnishes  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  thick  ammouiacal  oil. 

6.  A  minute  quantity  of  free  ammonia, 
exhaling  at  the  temperature  of  boiling  water. 

Lastly,  it  results  from  this  analysis,  that 
rye,  in  the  spurred  state,  no  longer" contains 
any  starch  ;  that  its  gluten  has  become  al- 
tered, and  that  it  abounds  with  a  thick  am- 
moniacal  oil,  which  is  never  to  be  met  with 
in  rye  when  in  its  sound  state. 


Most  of  the  cases  that  have  occurred  to 
me  have  been  those  where  the  patient  suf- 
fers annoying  and  unprofitable  pains  for  days 
before  the  uterus  makes  any  efforts  to  ex- 
pel its  contents,  reducing  the  strength  of 
the  patient,  and  often  brings  on  febrile 
symptoms.  In  country  practice,  in  parti- 
cular, the  ergot  must  be  found  an  invaluable 
medicine,  when  the  distance 'prevents  the 
accoucheur  leaving  the  patient,  and  at  the 
same  time  not  being  able  to  render  her  any 
assistance,  where  a  few  strong  pains  would 
accomplish  the  delivery. 

Case  1.— Aug.  30,  1828,  was  sent  for  to 
Mrs.  Walker,  of  liormer,  whom  I  remained 
with  for  twenty-four  hours,  the  os  uteri 
being  dilated  then  to  the  size  only  of  •  six- 
pence, and  the  pains  strong  but  ineffectual, 
and,  ascertaining  it  to  be  a  face  presenta- 
tion, I  gave  her  •  scruple  of  the  ergot  in. 
powder ;  in  ten  minutes  the  pains  became 
most  violent  and  unceasing,  until  the  child 
and  placenta  were  expelled,  which  was  in 
twenty  minutes  from  the  time  she  took  the 
ergot. 

Case?.— Sept.  14.  Was  with  Mrs.  H.,  of 
Lewes,  eight  hours.  The  os  uteri  was  di- 
lated to  the  size  of  a  shilling,  and  very  little 
pain  being  present,  I  gave  her  half  a  drachm 
of  the  ergot  (knowing  her  to  be  of  a  delicate 
constitution,  and  to  have  had  lingering  la-  . 
hours  with  all  her  children) ;  in  about  • 
quarter  of  an  hour  the  pains  became  very 
severe,  and  in  twenty  minutes  the  child 
was  born. 

Case  3. — Was  with  Mrs.Lutman,  of  Bar- 
combe,  on  the  17th  of  September,  for  twenty 
hours  ;  the  os  uteri  not  much  dilated  ;  the 
pains  strong,  but  ineffectual.  I  gave  her  a 
scruple  of  the  pulv.  secal.  cornut.,  aud  in 
half  an  hour  the  child  was  expelled. 

Case  4. — October  20.  Remained  with 
Mrs.  Simmons,  of  F aimer,  nine  hours  ;  the 
os  uteri  dilated  to  about  the  size  of  a  shil- 
ling, but  no  pains;  gave  her  a  scruple  of 
the  ergot,  which  I  repeated  in  ten  minutes, 
and  in  an  honr  the  child  was  expelled. 

Case  5. — Mrs.  Morris,  of  this  place,  sent 
for  me  on  the  26th  October,  at  three  o'clock, 
p.m.;  the  waters  had  come  away  about  an 
hour;  the  os  uteri  being  partially  dilated, 
and  no  pain,  I  left  her.  In  twenty-four 
hours  afterwards,  being  called  to  another 
labour  in  the  same  street,  I  revisited  her,  and 
still  finding  no  pains,  gave  her  a  scruple  of 
the  ergot  ;  the  pains  came  on  in  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  the 
child  was  born  dead-,  being  the  sixth  dead 
child  she  has  had  in  succession. 

This  is  the  first  still  born  child  that  I  have 
met  with  in  the  numerous  cases  where  1 
have  used  the  6ecalc  cornutum. 
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To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — The  insertion  of  my  last  letter  in 
The  Lancet  of  the  1st  of  November,  ex- 
cited the  liveliest  emotions  within  the  walls 
of  the  several  establishments  connected 

with  the  Richmond  Hospital ;  the  murmurs ,  things  be  ought  to  have  done." 
of  discontent  that  had  long  prevailed  amongst 
the  students,  upon  the  temporary  resigna- 
tion of  a  surgeon's  duty  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 
and  the  temporary  assumption  of  it  by  Mr. 
Bel  ton,  were  stilled,  and  when  the  astonish- 
ment at  my  daring  had  somewhat  subsided, 
in  attacking,  as  it  has  been  termed,  "  the 
Hero  of  the  Richmond,"  hopes  began  to  be 
whispered,  that  my  warning  might  take  ef- 
fect, and  that  "  Richard  might  be  him- 
self again."  True,  there  were  a  few  who 
mingled  their  idolatry  to  the  object  of  my 
censure  with  childish  wonder,  that  The 
Lancet  eauld  presume  to  cast  a  reflection 
upon  his  honoured  name,  because,  forsooth, 
it  had  hitherto  been  the  herald  of  his  worth. 
God  help  the  silly  ones  !  They  know  not 
that  the  press  is  *•  Un  miroir  qui  nous  re- 
presente  naivement  les  secrets  les  plus  ar- 
canes  de  nos  individus  j"  and  that  The 
Lancet,, in  its  own  language,  is  ever  reudy 
to  protect  students  against  the  negligence 
and  injustice  of  their  privileged  teachers, 
who,  as  filling  public  situations,  are,  "  in 
their  characters  and  conduct,  fair  objects  of 
animadversion." 

My  next  mark  is  Dr.  Epbraim  M'  Dowel, 
the  junior  surgeon  of  the  Richmond  Surgi- 
cal Hospital.  If  bard  work,  great  atten- 
tion, and  perpetual  fidgettiness  recommend  u 
man  to  public  applause,  the  little  Doctor 
will  soon  become  sick  of  approbation ;  but 
to  my  tale :  the  first  act  of  this  gentleman's 
amusement  commences  in  the  Hospital  at 
eight  in  the  morning,  where  he  is  engaged 
until  half  past  nine,  in  examining  his  pa- 
tients and  scolding  his  apprentices.  The 
second  act  consists  of  halt'  an  hour's  clinical 
lecture,  and  he  then  ruus  over  the  way,  and 
commences  his  demonstration,  of  an  hour, 
or  an  hour  and  a  half  in  length,  concluding, 
in  another  theatre,  the  third  act  of  the  play, 
while  the  farce  is  postponed  until  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  is  per- 
formed in  the  shape  of  a  surgical  lecture. 
This  is  the  bill  of  the  play  for  three  days  in 
every  week,  and,  on  intermediate  days,  he 
affords  his  audience  a  relief  from  the  clinical 
and  surgical  lectures.  The  Doctor  is  cer- 
tainly an  excellent  demonstrator,  and,  in 
that  capacity  is  a  little  treasure  to  the 
school,  but  let  no  man  go  beyond  his  last ; 
however,  as  fair  play  is  a  jewel,  I  will  give 
my  reasons  why  1  think  the  dissecting  scal- 


pel a  better  instrument  in  his  grasp  than 
the  operation  knife,  and  the  demonstrator's 
table  a  more  becoming  situation  for  him 
than  the  lecturer's  desk  ;  but,  as  telling  a 
man  of  his  faults  is  not  an  agreeable  task,  I 
will  resort  to  the  method  of  mentioning 
what  a  surgeon  ought  not  to  do,  and  per- 
haps he  may  discover  his  portrait  in  that  of 
the  sinner,  who  did  "  those  things  he  ought 
not  to  have  done,  and  left  undone  those 

In  the  first 

place,  a  surgeon  should  not,  in  a  case  of 
necrosis,  cut  down  upon  the  bone  in  search 
of  a  sequestrum,  without  being  tolerably 
sure  of  its  existence,  especially  in  the  ab- 
sence of  acute  symptoms,  rendering  an  ope- 
ration necessary.  L'pon  arriving  at  the 
bone,  and  finding  its  surface  sound,  he 
should  not  proceed  to  cut  and  delve  away 
with  the  trephine  and  elevator,  mallet  and 
gouge,  hammer  and  chisel,  upon  the  tibia 
of  an  unfortunate  devil,  who,  after  sustain- 
ing a  most  painful  and  unprofitable  opera- 
tion, left  the  Hospital  ten  times  worse  than 
he  entered  it.  He  should  not,  for  a  small 
varicose  ulcer,  excise  two  inches  of  the  sa- 
phena  vein,  and  let  his  patient  die  in  all  the 
horrors  of  venous  inflammation  and  typhoid 
exhaustion.  He  should  not,  by  way  of  ex- 
periment, dip  his  lancet  iuto  an  erysipela- 
tous vesicle,  and  drive  it  through  the  neck 
(seton-like)  of  a  wretched  girl,  labouring 
uuder  conjunctival  inflammation ;  but  he 
should  pay  a  little  attention  to  the  medical 
treatment  of  his  patients,  and  hardly  be 
content  with  the  exhibition  of  3  ij .  of  the 
pulvis  jalapa?  compositus,  or  the  use  of  the 
hydrnrgyri  submurias,  followed  by  a  dose 
of  nurse's  comfort,  post  horas  qxiatuorl  I 
have  drawn  a  picture,  and  I  think  some 
likeness  will  be  discovered. 

Of  Dr.  Ephrnim,  as  a  clinical  lecturer,  I 
have  but  little  to  Bay  ;  that  he  does  not  un- 
derstand the  task  is  very  clear,  as  every 
clinical  lecture  I  have  ever  heard  from  him, 
(  and  I  have  attended  him  for  two  winters,) 
has  been  an  attempt  at  a  surgical  lecture, 
consisting  of  the  general  history  of  the  dis- 
ease, rather  than  a  particular  account  of  the 
symptoms  of  the  putient,  and  having,  in 
fact,  no  reference  to  him,  fuither  than  the 
mention  of  bis  name,  and  the  date  of  his  ad- 
mission into  the  hospital. 

With  respect  to  surgical  lectures.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  generally  admitted,  that 
these  lectures  are  of  little  service  to  the 
student,  unless  containing  practical  points  of 
information,  and  giving  the  results  of  the 
lecturer's  personal  experience  ;  if  the  lec- 
ture be,  as  in  Dr.  M*  Dowel's  case,  a  mere 
compilation,  the  student  may  read  the  au- 
thors he  has  consulted  with  far  more  ad- 
vantage in  the  solitude  of  his  study,  than 
lend  his  ears  to  the  copied  materials  of  the 
lecturer,  lu  Dublin  there  are  a  few  ex* 
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cellent  surgietl  lecturers,  and  Urn  difference 
betwaen  them  and  my  little  friend  is  too 
great  to  escape  observation. 

I  have  now  finished  my  list  of  grievances 
occasioned  the  student  by  this  gentleman, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  admitted,  that  although 
demonstration  may  be  his  forte,  surgery, 
mod  surgical  and  clinical  lectures,  do  not 
come  within  the  compass  of  his  ability ; 
fain  would  I  wish  that  he  might  see  the 
error  of  bis  ways,  and  if  he  would  be  so 
kind  as  to  resign  the  surgical  lectures  to  his 
colleagues,  (always  excepting  Mr.  Car- 
michue),)  so  obliging  as  to  keep  to  his  text 
in  clinical  lecturea,  and  describe  symptoms 
as  he  finds  them,  inatead  of  discovering 
every  symptom  that  could  by  possibility  oc- 
cur, and  act  the  part  of  an  experienced  rather 
tliau  an  experimental  Burgeon,  he  would  be 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  Richmond 
class,  and  what  is  more,  be  sure  of  the  ap- 
probation of  his  own  heart ;  if,  in  addition 
to  all  this,  be  would  put  up  a  clock  in  the 
theatre,  that  would  just  strike  one  at  the  ex- 
piration  of  each  hour,  he  would  personally 
oblige  the  pupils,  (who  think  an  hour's 
demonstration  quite  long  enough,)  and  save 
them  the  trouble  of  giving  a  hint  by  sundry 
htruM  and  has  that  he  waa  intruding  on 
their  lime.  I  flatter  myself  that  Dr. 
M'Dowel  cannot  quarrel  with  me  for  the 
manner  in  which  I  have  noticed  his  com- 
missions and  omissions  ;  and  if  he  will  but 
attend  to  my  suggestions,  the  day  may 
arrive  when  he  will  be  a  distinguished 
demonstrator,  and,  as  fortune  has  made  him 
a  hospital  surgeon, — a  tolerable  practitioner. 

There  are  a  number  of  spalpeens  in 
(he  Richmond,  who,  ranking  as  special 
friends  of  the  Doctor's,  are  perpetuully  feed- 
ing him  with  the  ofl'al  of  their  praise,  and 
absolutely  commending  his  very  faults. — 
Alas!  their  friend  needs  sedatives,  and  yet 
they  administer  stimulants.  In  this  class 
must  be  the  writer  of  a  letter  aigued 
"  Filiua  Patlandici,"  iu  No.  of  The 
Lancet,  and  who,  if  report  tells  the  truth, 
was  once  the  cliuical  clerk  of  the  object  of 
Lis  panegyric.  No  wonder,  then,  at  the 
elinical's  wrath,  when  his  quondam  master 
was  introduced  so  informally  to  the  public 
by  Filiua  ^aculapii,  who,  in  truth,  did  not 
deserve  the  very  gentlemanly  tirade  my 
countrymen  (faugh!  I  blush  for  him) 
honoured  him  with.  Apropos  \  it  was  whis- 
pered at  the  time  this  letter  appeared, 
that  so  warm  an  emotion  could  scarcely  be 
excited  by  the  friendship  between  the 
master  and  the  clinical,  and  a  hiut  was 
taken  from  the  letter's  effusion,  wherein  he 
doubts  the  legitimacy  of  Fiiius  .iCsculapii, 
and  (as  scaudal  is  ever  busy)  it  was  ab- 
solutely whispered  that  the  term  nothus 
might  rather  be  applied  to  poor  Fiiius  Pat- 
laudici,  which  would,  at  once,  account  for 


his  indignation  at  the  attack  on  his  Papa  ; 
but,  indeed,  this  was  scandal.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  Doctor  contradicts  the  calumny  ; 
besides,  if  he  had  sinned  in  his  early  days, 
as  he  is  a  religious  character,  he  certainly 
would  have  given  his  offspring  a  scripture 
name.' 

Of  Messrs.  Adams  and  Read,  and  Dra. 
M'Donnell  and  Flood,  in  my  next. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Lennox. 

Dublin,  Nov.  10,  1828. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
November  39,  18S8. 

Professor  Thomson  in  the  Chair. 

DEI.miUM  TREMENS. — MR,  PEKI.'*  COMMU- 
NICATION UPON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  DIS- 
SECTION. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having 
been  gone  over, 

Mr.  Smith  read  a  paper  upon  delirium 
tremens.  He  did  not  think  there  was  a 
genuine  case  on  recoid,  that  was  not  trace- 
able to  an  excess  of  indulgence  in  the  use 
of  spirituous  or  malt  liquors.  He  believed 
the  attack  always  occurred  after  the  excite* 
men i  was  over.  The  symptoms  very  much 
resembled  those  of  mania,  excepting  that,  in 
maniacal  subjects,  it  was  generally  found 
that  they  were  insensible  to  everything 
passing  around  them,  and  had  their  mind 
generally  running  upon  one  particular  topic  ; 
whereas,  in  delirium  tremens,  the  patient 
was  perfectly  sensible  of  all  that  was  pass- 
ing around  him,  and  hia  morbid  atate  of 
mind  was  not  confined  to  any  one  particular 
point.  W ith  respect  to  the  troatmont  of  this 
disease,  he  did  not  think  bleeding  ever 
called  for,  or  to  be  relied  upon,  aa  a  cure  j 
but  might,  in  some  instances,  be  an  useful 
preparatory  for  other  means.  Purgatives 
were  not  to  be  omitted.  Blisters  almost 
always  did  barm.  Brandy,  ammonia,  and 
wine,  were  sometimes  used  with  advan- 
tage ;  but,  of  all  the  remedies,  opium  was 
the  one  greatly  to  be  preferred.  By  the 
exhibition  of  this  drug,  in  his  opinion,  ten 
out  of  twelve  patients  would  recover,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  nearly  certain,  that  if  sound 
sleep  were  procured,  the  patient  was  aafe. 
lie  wished  to  know  the  opinion  of  the  So- 
ciety upon  bleeding,  upon  suppositories, 
aud  the  exhibition  of  opium. 

Mr.  Chinnocx,  in  three  cases  that  had 
come  under  his  care,  had  found  it  necessary 
to  take  blood,  and  then  to  give  opium ;  one 
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of  the  patients  lie  had  attended  during  two 
subsequent  attacks,  when  bleeding  was  un- 
necessary. The  procuration  of  sleep  he 
agreed  to  be  a  moat  essential  object.  In 
one  case  he  had  given  four  grains  of  opium 
combined  with  calomel,  following  that  up 
with  two  grains  every  two  hours,  until  sleep 
was  obtained,  and  with  the  best  advantage. 
Dr.  Coates  had  mentioned  a  case,  in  which 
he  had  given  six  grains  every  hour.  Dr. 
Ayre  also  recommended  it  strongly.  The 
Lancet  had  likewise  reported  a  case  lately, 
as  occurring  in  one  of  the  Borough  hospi- 
tals, where,  after  two  drops  of  Prussic  acid 
had  been  given,  eight  grains  of  opium  were 
administered. 

Mr.  Hunt  believed,  that  when  the  sub- 
ject was  under  discussion  last  year,  the 
propriety  of  taking  away  blood  was  much 
doubted.  In  cases  where  blood  was  to  be  ab- 
stracted, certainly  it  never  was  to  be  depend* 
ed  upon  as  a  cure.  Nor  waa  it  to  be  taken  for 
granted,  that  patients  had  always  an  amelio- 
ration of  the  attack  after  the  procuration  of 
sleep  by  opium  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  not 
unfrequent,  that  when  sleep  had  been  ob- 
tained in  this  way,  patients  awoke  worse 
than  before  the  administration  of  the  opium. 
Opium,  however,  was  the  sheet  anchor. 
Ammonia  was  much  better  than  brandy  or 
spirituous  liquor,  if  stimulants  were  to 
be  given.  There  were  conditions  in  which 
bloodletting  was  undoubtedly  called  for,  but 
he  had  seen  fatal  effects  from  large  bleed- 
ings, and  he  looked  upon  depletion  as  re- 
quiring the  greatest  precaution.  He  had 
found  benefit  from  having  the  head  shaved, 
and  bladders,  half  filled  with  ground  ice,  ap- 
plied to  it. 

Dr.  Johnstone  concurred  with  the  pre- 
caution necessary,  where  bleeding  was 
thought  of.  Death  had  been  much  more 
frequent,  according  to  his  experience,  where 
bleeding  had  been  resorted  to,  than  where 
opium  had  heen  depended  upon.  Death, 

we  ver,  would  be  the  result  of  the  majo- 
rity of  cases  of  delirium  tremens,  and,  there* 
fore,  instancing  death  after  the  exhibition  of 
opium,  was  not  to  be  raised  as  a  valid  argu- 
ment against  its  use.  He  believed  delirium 
tremens,  as  it  usually  occurred,  not  to  be  a 
state  of  inflammation  of  the  brain  ;  it  bore 
the  features,  in  a  great  measure,  of  phrenitis, 
but  would  not  bear  its  treatment,  nor  be 
cured  by  the  same  means.  In  answer  to  a 
question  put  by  Dr.  Sheil,  he  could  not 
state  the  proximate  cause  of  the  disease  ; 
but  certainly  the  exciting  cause,  most  gene* 
rally,  was  the  abuse  ot  ardent  spiiits,  and 
he  approved  of  the  exhibition  of  those  me- 
dicines which  were  calculated  to  allay  irri- 
tation, or  inordinate  excitement  of  the  ner- 
vous system.  There  was  no  disease,  except 
that  of  hydrophobia,  where  the  nervous 
system  was  so  much  excited.  He  had  found 


|  opium  to  be  mash  more  effectual  ia  afford- 
ing relief,  when  given  in  the  shape  of  a  sup 
pository,  than  when  taken  by  the  mouth. 

Dr.  Copland  had  never  seen  a  case  of 
genuine  delirium  tremens,  calling  for  the 
use  of  the  lancet.  In  two  cases,  he  had  re- 
commended the  application  of  leeches  about 
the  head,  and  which  eventually  afforded  re- 
lief. When  opium  failed  to  produce  a  be- 
neficial  result,  and  also  stimulants,  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the 
practitioner  in  removing  sufficiently  the 
contents  of  the  rectum.  He  had  never  ad- 
ministered brandy,  except  in  the  shape  of 
punch  ;  and  he  considored  stimulants,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  stimuli  the  pa- 
tient had  been  in  the  habit  of  using,  ought 
to  be  exhibited  in  combination  with  opium. 
He  objected  to  the  practice  of  applying  cold 
lotions  to  the  head. 

The  Presiofnt  was  of  opinion,  that  if 
opium  were  to  be  given,  the  liquor  opii  seda- 
tivus  was  the  best  form  in  which  to  admi- 
nister it. 

The  discussion  did  not  excite  much  inte- 
rest, nor  was  it  kept  op  with  spirit. 

The  Prksidf.nt  was  instructed  to  give 
notice,  thut  four  of  the  Committee  having 
waited  on  the  Right  Honourable  Robert 
Peel,  upon  the  subject  of  anatomy,  which 
was  before  Parliament  last  session,  and  hav- 
ing received  a  communication  from  that 
Gentleman,  a  meeting  of  the  Society  would 
be  held  on  Friday  evening,  the  12th  of  De- 
cember, at  seven  o'clock,  for  the  purpose 
of  hearing  Mr.  Peel's  communication  con- 
eyed  to  the  Society,  and  for  its  members  to 


consider  what  future 
adopted. 


ought  to  he 


PARTIAL  ECTttOPIUM  AND  TA  RSOR  A  PHI  A. 

In  this  case  the  patient  was  affected  with 
ectropium  of  the  external  angle,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  wound  in  the  temporal  region, 
attended  with  loas  of  substance.  The  com- 
missure of  the  eyelids  was  distended,  and 
had  lost  its  angular  form;  the  conjunctiva 
was  much  exposed,  and  constantly  inflamed, 
and  the  akin  of  the  cheeks  excoriated  by  the 
continual  discharge  of  tears.  Dr.  Walther, 
of  Bonn,  performed  the  following  operation  : 
after  having  carefully  extracted  alt  the 
lashes  on  the  external  6ide  of  the  eyelid,  he 
pared  off  the  margins  of  both  tarsi  as  far  as 
they  were  everted,  and  united  them  by  two 
sutures.  Perfect  coalition  having  taken 
place,  the  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva 
gradually  disappeared,  and  the  patient,  with 
the  exception  of  a  very  slight  deformity, 
was  perfectly  cured.*-  Graefe  u.  Walther' $ 
Journal, 
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OLD  HAGS.— BLISTERS  IN  MEASLES. 


IGNORANCE  OF  THE  APOTHECARIES*  COM- 
PANY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet  . 

Sir, — I  hare  to  complain  of  the  withering 
influence  of  this  body  of  old  women,  or,  as 
you  more  appropriately  style  them,  "  hags" 
in  a  case  in  which  the  progress  of  medical 
science  has  been  checked  by  their  delete- 
rious  interference. 

A  friend  of  mine  at  Demerara,  wishing  to 
have  my  opinion  on  the  efficacy  of  a  tere- 
bintbinous  exudation,  sent  me  a  small  quan- 
tity to  make  experiments  with,  observing, 
that  the  natives  consider  it  to  he  a  panacea, 
giving  it  indiscriminately,  and  with  astonish- 
ing success,  in  almost  every  complaint,  both 
internally  and  externally,  hut  more  particu- 
larly in  pulmonic  affections,  in  which  it  is 
said  to  remove  cough,  and  promote  expec- 
toration, by  simply  inhaling  it  several  times 
a  day.  This  singular  medicine  has  actually 
orrived  at  the  West  India  docks;  and  the 
Custom-House,  in  its  ignorance  of  the  quality 
of  the  article,  posted  it  off  to  the  Apothe- 
caries' Company  for  information  ;  where- 
upon the  said  company,  in  their  ignorance, 
relumed  it  with  a  label,  pronouncing  it 
cujeput  oitl  bearing  a  heavy  duty  of  one 
shilling  an  ounce.  As  this  is  fsr  beyond  the 
fiscal  value,  I  am  deprived  of  the  satisfac- 
tion of  testing  this  interesting  fluid ,  or 
obliged  to  pay  an  exorbitant  duty  upon  a 
large  quantity,  through  the  official  incom- 
petency of  this  sect. 

This  learned  society  took  no  less  than  a 
week  to  make  the  luminous  discovery ; 
and  in  order  that  I  may  not  be  charged  with 
exaggerating  the  case  against  the  Company, 
in  my  accusation,  1  will  briefly  enumerate 
the  opposite  characteristics  of  the  two 
productions. 

The  one  (Cujeput)  is  the  growth  of  the 
East  India  Archipe  ago,  and  is  procured  by 
distillation  from  the  leaves  of  the  malalosier 
cajupote,  a  shrub  resembling  our  osier,  or 
sally  ;  the  leaves  are  put  in  the  instant  they 
are  gathered,  and  the  oil  comes  over  in  the 
usual  manner,  of  u  bright  green  colour. 

The  fluid  in  question  comes  from  the 
American  continent,  and  is  obtained  from  a 
tree  of  considerable  magnitude,  found  in 
the  vast  forests  about  the  Orinoco  ;  the  pro- 
cess by  which  it  is  procured  is  simple,  and 
consists  in  striking  with  an  axe  the  bark, 
aud  holding  a  small  gourd,  or  calabash,  under 
it,  to  receive  the  exudation,  which  is  called, 
for  want  of  a  better  name,  "  native  laurel 
oil:"  it  is  colourless,  r.nd  has  the  peculiarity 
of  being  the  lightest  fluid  hitherto  known.* 
1  am,  Sir,  yours,  &c.  P  . 

*  Our  Correspondent  has  favoured  us 
with  specimens  of  both  articles,  which  are 
left  at  Iue  Lancet  Office  for  inspection. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETV. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir,— Having  remarked  in  your  report  of 
the  discussions  which  took  place  at  the 
Westminster  Medical  Society,  on  the  8th  of 
November,  upon  the  aubject  of  scarlatina 
and  measles,  an  erroneous  statement  of  my 
observations,  I  beg  you  will  permit  me  to 
;  correct  it,  as  my  silence,  it  appears,  has 
;  been  misconstrued  into  a  tacit  acquiescence 
in  its  accuracy.  In  the  treatment  of  scarla- 
tina I  am  made  to  say,  that  I  "  bled  freely, 
and,  in  this  way,  had  almost  invariably  pre- 
vented the  progress  of  the  contagion." 
Whereas  my  observation  referred  solely  to 
the  inflammatory  affection  of  the  throat, 
(and  which  was  perfectly  understood  by 
every  member  of  the  Society  with  whom  I 
have  since  conversed,)  and  1  mentioned  the 
practice  1  had  recently  adopted,  namely, 
"  as  soon  as  the  disease  could  be  recog- 
nised, to  apply  leeches  to  the  throat,  by 
which  means  1  had  generally  succeeded  in 
mitigating  the  inflammatory  symptoms  of 
the  throat,  if  not  in  preventing  them  alto- 
gether." I  should  scarcely  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  trouble  you  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion, but  for  the  reason  above  stated,  as  the 
fidelity  of  the  reports  generally  in  The 
Lancet,  has  often  excited  my  surprise  and 
admiration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Gso.  Jewel. 
24,  SackvUle  Street,  Nov.  3ist, 


BUSTERS  IN  MEASLES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  add  my  testimony  to  the 
communication  of  A.  Matthews,  Esq.,  Sur- 
geon of  Chelsea,  in  favour  of  early  blister- 
ing in  measles,  in  Vol.  II.  No.  265.  p.  814, 
of  The  Lancet,  having  adopted  the  means 
recommended  by  that  gentleman,  and  with 
tho  success  which  he  mentions.  I  could 
relate  the  names  and  residences  of  the  indi- 
viduals who  have  beeu  treated  after  that 
gentleman's  plan,  but  it  would  be  taking  up 
too  much  space  in  your  valuable  Publica- 
tion. Suffice  it  to  say,  I  have  blistered  fire 
before  the  eruption  appeared,  and  the  symp- 
toms have  been  scarcely  worth  mentioning. 
I  therefore  think  it  is  likely  to  be  of  essen- 
tial benefit  to  our  fellow-creatures. 

By  inserting  this,  you  will  much  oblige 
your  constant  subscriber, 

Georoe  Wade,  MJft* 
Birmingham,  Nov,  13, 1828. 
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THE  LANCET. 

London,  Saturday,  December  6,  1828. 


Our  exposure  of  the  fraud  committed  at 
Glasgow,  at  the  very  moment  when  it  was 
supposed  to  have  been  not  only  successful, 
bat  undetected,  has,  of  course,  covered  its 
perpetrators  with  disgrace  and  confusion  ; 
and  our  adversaries  must  perceive,  by  this 
time,  the  vantage  ground  which  they  have 
lost  by  their  most  extraordinary  admissions. 
It  is,  as  far  as  we  know,  unparalleled  in 


ed  with  suspicion,  yet  there  were  other 
parts  of  the  letter  containing  it  which,  upon 
the  whole,  removed  that  suspicion,  and  we 
admit,  therefore,  that  we  were,  to  that  ex- 
tent, deceived.  Hut  although,  in  publish- 
ing the  case  in  question,  we  believed  that 
we  were  publishing  a  case  not  less  genuine, 
and  certainly  not  more  strongly  illustrative 
of  the  ignorance  of  the  Glasgow  surgeons, 
than  those  of  which  the  accuracy  had  been 
fully  substantiated,  we  were  not  insensible 
to  the  advantage  which  we  should  derive 
from  the  fraud  and  folly  of  our  adversaries, 
in  the  event  of  our  first  suspicions  being 
continued.  Would  it  have  been  possible, 
by  any  course  different  from  that  which  we 


the  annals  of  literary  controversy,  that 
one  party  should  exult  in  the  success  of  adopted,  to  place  the  fabricators  in  so  dis- 
an  acknowledged  fraud,  and  claim  credit  graceful  a  position  as  that  in  which  they 
for  a  fabrication  "  well  conceived  and  cle-  are  now  placed,  by  an  acknowledgment  of 
verly  executed."    The  only  text-book,  as  their  own  infamy,  made  simultaneously 


we  have  already  hinted,  wherein  a  man's 
dexterity  in  fraud  is  taken  as  a  guage  of  his 
intellectual  superiority,  is  that  in  which  Mr. 
Peackum  pronounces,  that  there  are  some 
dull  rogues  who  would  never  be  hanged  witli 
credit  to  themselves,  if  they  were  to  live  to 
the  longest  term  assignable  to  men  of  soar- 
ing propensities.  "  A  poor,  petty  larceny 
rogue,"  exclaims  that  respectable  character, 
"  without  the  least  genius  —  that  fellow, 
though  be  were  to  live  these  six  months, 
would  never  come  to  the  gallows  with  any 
credit."  It  is  in  Peachum's  school  that  our 
adversaries  have  learned  to  take  credit  to 
themselves  for  the  cleverness  with  which 
they  have  conceived  and  executed  a  fraud ; 
but  it  is  a  little  singular,  that,  while  they 
pique  themselves  upon  this  species  of  in- 
tellectual proficiency,  they  should,  in  view- 
ing the  matter  under  another  aspect,  affect 
a  tone  somewhat  mote  in  unison  with  re- 
cognised principles  of  morality.  If,  s;y 
they,  we  had  any  reason  to  doubt  the  ge- 
nuineness of  the  communication,  why  insert 
ill  We  have  already  stated,  that  although 
there  were  parts  of  the  case,  that  afterwards 
turned  out  to  he  fabricated,  which  we  view- 

No.  275. 


with  our  exposure  of  the  fraud?  They  are 
caught  in  their  own  trap,  and  a  more  humi- 
liating, and,  at  the  same  time,  ludicrous 
spectacle  was,  perhaps,  never  yet  made  by 
men  who,  in  the  commencement  of  their 
career,  attempted,  like  the  pious,  but  pilfer" 
ing  valet  in  Gil  Bias,  to  palm  themselves 
upon  the  credulous  as  persons  of  superior 
sanctity  and  decorum. 

Had  our  suspicions,  as  to  the  genuineness 
of  the  case,  been  stronger  than  they  really 
were — nay,  had  we  even  felt  satisfied  that  the 
case  was  fabricated,— we  should  have  been 
perfectly  justified  in  publishing  it,  provided 
that,  by  so  doing,  we  took  the  most  effec- 
tual means  of  demonstrating  the  infamy  of 
the  fabricators,  and  the  total  absence  of  the 
malicious  motives  falsely  and  absurdly  im- 
puted to  us  by  our  calumniators.  ISuch  a 
case  would  have  been  analogous  to  that  of 
suffering  a  party,  known  to  have  been  guilty 
of  the  crime  of  forgery,  to  complete  a  medi- 
tated fraud,  and  thereby  furnish  against 
himself  the  evidence  which  may  lead  to  his 
conviction.  We  repeat,  however,  that  we 
shall  not  be  deterred,  by  this  solitary  in- 
stance of  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  Scotch 
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miscreant,  who  lias  endeavoured  to  poison 
the  sources  of  public  intelligence,  from 
availing  ourselves,  freely,  and  without  sus- 
picion, of  sueh  communications  as  may  be 
transmitted  to  us  from  provincial  surgeons. 
To  this  source  the  profession  is  indebted  for 
some  of  the  most  valuable  papers  wbich 
have  appeared  in  this  Journal ;  and  it  is  no 
alight  testimony  in  favour  of  the  value  of 
•uch  communications,  that  the  single  in- 
stance  in  wbich  a  case  entitled  to  no  cre- 
dit has  appeared  in  our  pages,  is  one 
wherein  our  adversaries  admit  and  boast 
that  they  procured  its  insertion  by  fraud 
and  forgery.  We  hare  no  wish  to  keep  this 
fact  out  of  sight ;  on  the  contrary,  we  are 
now  studiously  travelling  over  the  same 
ground  which  we  trod  last  week ;  and  we 
.shall  take  care  to  invite  attention  to  the 
acknowledged  forgery  of  our  opponents, 
whenever  we  may  be  called  ftpon  to  answer 
the  stale  and  ridiculous  allegation,  that  the 
freedom  of  discussion,  which  we  claim  on 
grounds  of  public  expediency,  is  sought 
by  us  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  prif  ate 
malice. 

For  some  time  previous  to  the  4th  of  Oc- 
tober last,  scarcely  a  weak  passed  in  wbich 
we  were  not  assailed  aa  literary  pirates,  for 
having  published  the  Lectures  of  different 
Professors  without  their  consent,  and  in  de- 


the  Glasgow  forgers. 

lowing  is  the  statement  to  which  we 
allude 


"  It  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  remind 
our  readers  of  the  distinction  which  we  have 
always  recognised  between  the  situation  of 
a  public  teacher  and  that  of  a  private  one, 
or  of  the  principle  upon  which  we  claimed 
the  right  of  publishing  the  Lectures  of  Mr. 
A  besketu  y.  Tlie  lectures  of  private  teach- 
ers, which  we  acknowledge  to  be  private 
property,  we  have  never  published,  as  we 
shall  presently  show,  without  the  consent 
of  the  lecturers  ;  but  the  lectures  of  public 
medical  teachers,  delivered  within  the 
walls  of  public  hospitals,  stand,  as  we  have 
uniformly  contended,  upon  a  totally  different 
footing.  We  maintained  this  point  fear- 
lessly and  manfully  against  Mr.  Abernethy, 
in  a  Court  of  Equity,  and  the  issue  of  the 
contest  was,  that  the  injunction  whieh  that 
gentleman  obtained  against  the  publication 
of  his  lectures  was  finally  dissolved  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor.  So  much  for  Mr.  Aber- 
netuy's  lectures.  Sir  Astlby  Cooper's 
lectures  came  withiu  the  principle  on  which 
we  relied  in  our  Contest  with  Mr.  Aber- 
netby  ;  but  Sir  Astlxy  Cooper  cannot,  at 
any  rate,  be  one  of  those  who  has  been 
plundered  of  his  literary  property,  for  Sir 
Astley  Cooper  gave  his  express  consent 
to  the  publication  of  his  lectures*  The  lec* 
tures  of  Dr.  Blundell  on  Midwifery, 
though  delivered  within  the  walls  of  Guy  8 
Hospital,  We  did  not  consider  as  public  lee^ 
tures  three  years  ago,  because,  at  that  time, 
no  certificates  of  attendance  on  courses  of 
midwifery  were  required  by  the  colleges  or 
the  universities.  We  applied,  therefore, 
for  permission  to  publish  them,  which  waa 
not  at  that  time  conceded.  Subsequently 
certificates  cf  attendance  on  courses  of  mid- 


fiance  of  their  remonstrances.  These chargea  wifery  have  been  required,  and  Dr.  Blun 


had  been  made  against  us,  at  intervals,  for 
years  past ;  and,  for  years  past,  we  treated 
them  with  silent  disdain.  But,  on  the  4th 
of  October  last,  as  our  readers  are,  for  the 
most  part,  aware,  we  published  a  state- 
ment, demonstrating  that,  in  every  case 
save  one,  wherein  lectures  have  appeared 
in  this  Journal,  they  have  been  published 
with  the  express  permission,  and,  in  most 
instances,  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence, of  the  lecturers  themselves.  The 
excepted  case  was  that  in  which  we  main- 
tained against  Mr.  Aberketby,  and  main, 
tained  successfully,  in  a  court  of  equity 
our  right  to  publish  the  lectures.  The  fol- 


deli,  has  not  only  not  withheld  his  consent 
from  the  publication  of  his  lectures  in  this" 
Journal,  but,  as  they  were  to  go  before  the 
public,  baa  added  to  their  value  by  a  revision 
of  the  proof  sheets.  Dr.  Armstrong's 
lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine, were  published  in  consequenae  of  the 
intimation  of  one  of  his  pupils,  that  the  lec- 
turer would  ndt  offer  any  objection.  Dr. 
Armstrong  did,  however,  after  the  appear- 
ance of  the  first  lecture,  object  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  publishing  private  lectures,  in 
which  objection  we  acquiesced ;  but  having 
expressed  his  opinion,  be  added,  that  he 
should  leave  the  matter  entirely  to  our- 
selves. We  urged  the  ground  of  publio 
utility — and  as  he  found  that  the  pupils 
were  desirous  of  possessing  his  lectures,  he 
afterwards  consented  to  their  publication, 
and  acknowledged  their  accuracy.  Mr.  Al- 
coci's  * 
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Surgery  were  published  with  his  consent, 
and  the  proof-sheets  were  revised  by  him. 
Mr.  Lawrence's  Lectures  on  the  Anatomy, 
Physiology,  and  Diseases  of  the  Kye,  were 
published  with  his  consent,  and  the  proof- 
sheets  were  revised  by  him.  Dr.  Ci.ut- 
terbuck'b  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Physic  were  published  with  his 
consent,  and  the  proof-sheets  were  also  re- 
vised by  him.  Dr.  Spuhzheim's  Lectures 
oh  Phrenology,  in  like  manner,  appeared 
with  the  consent,  and  underwent  the  re- 
vision of  the  lecturer.  The  Lectures  of  Mr. 
Brande  on  Chemistry,  and  those  of  Dr. 
Haslam  on  the  Intellectual  Composition  of 
Man,  were  also  published  with  the  express 
consent  of  the  lecturers.  All  these  facts 
We  have  had  the  permission  and  authority 
of  the  several  lecturers  to  state,  from  the 
periods  at  which  their  respective  courses 
Were  completed,  as  distinctly  as  we  now- 
state  them  ;  but  we  have  hitherto  disdained 
to  give  this  conclusive  answer  to  the  calum- 
nies of  our  enemies,  and  we  have  now,  once 
for  all,  adopted  this  course,  in  order  that 
such  calumnies,  if  they  be  again  repeated, 
may  be  as  much  coutemned  in  all  other 
quarters,  as  they  have  been  uniformly  con- 
temned by  ourselves.  We  may  further 
state,  that  so  far  have  we  been  from  the  im- 
puted necessity  of  seeking  to  obtain  lectures 
by  indirect  or  dishonourable  means,  that  our 
difficulty,  on  the  contrary,  has  been  to  deal 
with  the  numerous  applications  which  have 
been  made  to  us  for  the  publication  of  lec- 
tures, and  to  appease  teachers,  to  whose 
urgent  solicitations  we  have  not  deemed  it 
expedient  to  yield." 

Since  thie  statement  was  published,  what 
has  been  the  course  pursued  by  our  adver. 
Baries  ?  Have  they  ventured  to  repeat  the 
charge?  No.  Have  they  had  the  honeBty 
and  the  mauliuess  to  acknowledge  its  false- 
hood? No.  But  they  have  changed  the 
mode  of  their  attack.  The  calumny  which 
was  formerly  levelled  at  us  as  publishers  of 
Lectures,  they  now  direct  against  us  as  pub- 
lishers of  Hospital  Reports,  and,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  materials  for  a  true  charge,  they 
have  committed  forgery  to  give  colour  to  a 
false  one.  They  can  make,  if  they  do  not 
find,  a  basis  for  unfounded  accusation.  A 
forgery  costs  them  as  little  as  a  new  heaven 
of  crystal  cost  the  inventor  of  the  Ptolemaic 


holes.  Verily  we  have  most  respectable 
and  ingenious  adversaries  to  deal  withal; 
we  apprehend,  however,  that  they  are  too 
witty  to  live,  for  the  "  cleverness"  upon 
which  they  pique  themselves  as  a  title  to 
admiration,  is  of  a  species  seldom  accom- 
panied with  length  of  days. 


In  discussing  the  affairs  of  the  medical 
profession,  we  have  invariably  assumed  in 
this  Journal,  that  the  majority  of  that  body 
were  liberal  in  politics,  and  tolerant  in  reli- 
gion. Though  we  never  antecedently  con- 
sidered the  consequences  of  this  opinion, 
as  they  might  affect  our  interest,  we  find,  on 
a  retrospect  of  our  success,  that  this  pre- 
sumption was  correct.  We  cannot  now, 
indeed,  on  reflection,  imagine  how  the  men 
to  whom  we  have  addressed  ourselves, 
could  have  thought  differently  on  these  sub- 
jects from  us ;  most  of  them  having  received 
a  similar  education,  and  having  as  few  mo- 
tives to  decline  obedience  to  the  dictates  of 
reason  and  rectitude.  Of  all  the  courses  of 
discipline  to  which  the  human  mind  is  sub- 
jected, the  study  of  medicine  is,  perhaps, 
the  best  calculated  to  improve  the  judg- 
ment and  liberalize  the  heart : — 

*'  Emollit  mores,  nec  sinit  esse  feros." 

Unlike  the  other  learned  professions,  it 
leaves  its  votaries  free  from  the  influence 
of  prejudice,  and  preserves  them  from  the 
sophistry  of  refining  on  truth.  Untrammelled 
by  the  dogmas  of  the  theologian,  and  uncor- 
rupted  by  the  subtleties  of  the  civilian,  truth 
is  the  quarry  which  the  student  of  medicine, 
with  the  eagle-wing  of  freedom,  pursues 
through  Nature's  vast  domain.  Neither  the 
necessity  of  implicit  belief  confines  the  ener- 
gies of  his  mind  within  an  impassable  circle 
of  investigation,  nor  a  temptation  to  err 
through  the  allurements  of  gain  vitiates  his 
system  ;  and  they  can  produce  a  fabrication  understanding  by  a  constant  endeavour  to 
with  as  much  facility  as  the  Abbe  Sieves  array  truth  in  the  garb  of  falsehood,  until  the 
used  to  draw  a  constitution  from  his  pigeon-  J  distinction  between  both  is  sometimes  oWi- 
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teratedby  habit  from  his  breast.  The  objects  J  scribed,  has  failed  of  producing  its  natural 
of  his  attention,  and  the  manner  in  which  influence  on  the  human  mind.  Such  an  in* 
they  should  be  observed,  conspire  to  raise  stance,  we  regret  to  say,  bas  been  lately 
him  above  the  narrow  prejudices  of  the  furnished  by  the  Dublin  College  of  Physi- 
multitude.    However  the  storm  of  jarring  cians,  in  the  person  of  their  President,  Dr. 


interests  which  desolate  the  moral  world, 
may  rage,  in  his  researches,  at  least,  there 
is  repose;  in  his  pursuits,  peace.  The 
statesman  may  engage  nations  in  conten- 
tion j  the  hero  wade  to  victory  through 
blood ;  the  divine  hurl  his  denunciations,  and 
light  the  fires  of  persecution  against  a  guilty 
world;  his  is  a  more  humble,  though  not 
less  honourable  duty,  to  triumph  over  error, 
and  lead  home  truth  captive  in  the  car  of 
discoveuy.  Necessarily  admitted  to  a  closer 
view,  (by  virtue  of  his  avocations),  of  the 
constitution  of  the  physical  world,  than  any 
other  order  of  men,  he  learns  to  look  down 
with  contempt  on  the  malicious  littleness  of 
man  in  his  attempts  to  oppress  his  species. 
In  the  earth,  he  beholds  but  one  great  com- 
mon, destined,  apparently,  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  all  its  various  productions.  In  the 
organisation  of  man,  "  supreme  lord  of  all," 
he  can  discover  no  traces  of  superior  con- 
struction, which  entitle  one  race  to  be  ele- 
vated above  the  remainder.  There,  at  least, 
he  finds  them  all  the  same,  one  neither 
above  nor  below  the  rest,  by  an  additional 
muscle,  or  a  supplemental  sense  ;  the  whole, 


Lendrick,  at  a  "  Brunswick"  meeting  of 
the  Graduates  of  Trinity  College,  held 
at  Morrison '8  Tavern,  in  Dawson  Street* 
In  a  reported  speech  of  that  gentleman, 
attributed  to  him  on  this  occasion,  he  is 
made  to  say—"  That  his  opinion  has  ever 
been,  that  the  repeal  of  the  Acts  for  exclud- 
ing Catholics  from  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, would  be  a  measure  either  unneces- 
sary or  dangerous :  unnecessary,  if  it  went  no 
farther  than  to  confer  eligibility  ;  and  dan- 
gerous, if  it  should  be  of  greater  extent :  " 
adding,  at  the  conclusion  of  a  long  oration 
to  prove  this  uncharitable  position,  that — 
"  He  might  safely  say,  that  the  great  majo- 
rity of  the  members  of  that  body  over 
whose  interests  he  had  the  honour  at  pre- 
sent to  preside,  entertained  opinions  similar 
to  those  which  had  on  that  day  been  ex- 
pressed." In  contempt  of  the  obscurity  of 
the  individual,  and  of  the  illiberally  of  the 
doctrine  involved  in  this  quotation,  we 
should,  in  all  probability,  have  passed  both 
over  in  silence,  if  the  sentiments  which  we 
have  quoted  did  not  throw  light  on  a  trans- 
action which  we  recently  discussed,  and 


in  this  respect,  being  cast  in  the  one  great  corroborate  opinions  which  we  then  offered 
matrix  of  equality.  That  his  education  as  probable  conjectures.  We  as  much  as 
has  a  strong  tendency  to  produce  the  effects  said,  that  Dr.  Tuomy  had  fallen  a  victim  to 
which  we  have  ascribed  to  it,  we  appeal  to  the  bigotry  of  the  Irish  College  of  Physi- 
therecordsof  literature  and  of  philanthrophy  sicians  on  that  occasion.  Who  will  now 
for  proofs.    We  shall  find  in  this  mirror  of  doubt  the  truth  of  our  assertion,  when  we 


the  best  work  8  of  man,  that  no  body  of  equal 
number  has  contributed  a  larger  quota  to 
the  learning  and  science  of  their  country,  ot 
performed  more  disinterested  feats  of  bene- 
volence, than  the  medical  profession.  It  is, 
therefore,  with  feelings  of  astonishment  and 
humiliation,  that  we  ever  witness  a  depar- 
ture in  any  member  of  that  profession  from 
these  illustrious  examples,  or  an  instance 
where  the  discipline  which  we  have  de- 


state,  that  the  gentleman  whose  tolerant 
principles  we  have  quoted  above,  was  one 
of  the  electors  by  whom  Dr.  Tuomy  was 
removed  from  his  professorship,  and  Dr. 
Graltan  returned  in  his  place?  The  en- 
lightened President  of  the  Irish  College  of 
Physicians  would  not  allow  Catholics  to  sit 
in  either  House  of  Parliament !— Dare  he 
allow  a  Catholic  to  retain  his  place  in  the 
school  of  physic,  when  that  body,  over 
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whose  interests  he  has  the  honour  to  pre- 
side, and  by  whom  he  was  appointed  an 
elector  in  Dr.  Tuomy's  case,  are  nil  of  the 
same  liberal  way  of  thinking  as  himself. 
To  draw  the  knot  of  circumstantial  evidence, 
in  which  this  felon  against  the  dictates  of 
humanity  has  bound  himself,  by  a  confession 
of  his  political  principles,  more  closely, 
would  be.  perfectly  superfluous.  Having 
turned  his  own  executioner,  our  services  be- 
come unnecessary  j  we  shall  leave  him  to 
his  fate,  for  we  are  sick  of  the  disgraceful 
proceedings  of  Corporations,  and  of  their 
contemptible  minions.  If  medical  men  turn 
from  their  proper  pursuits  to  mingle  in  the 
din  of  politics— and  we  should  regret  seeing 
them  forget  the  duties  of  citizens  in  their 
professional  avocations  — let  them  bring 
along  with  them  those  lofty  and  humane 
sentiments  which  the  study  and  practice  of 
their  profession  are  so  well  calculated  to 
inspire.  To  heal,  and  not  inflame,  they 
should  ever  recollect,  is  their  peculiar  office. 
Let  them,  if  they  at  all  appear  on  the 
stage  of  political  strife,  range  themselves  on 
the  side  of  reason  and  humanity,  and  not 
endeavour,  by  adding  fresh  fuel  to  the  flame, 
to  perpetuate  that  political  conflagration  of 
the  passions  in  which  their  detracted  coun- 
try has  been  so  long  involved.  There  are 
surely  ways  enough  in  Ireland  for  the  am- 
bitious spirits  of  the  medical  profession  of 
that  country  to  distinguish  themselves,  be- 
sides seeking  notoriety  through  the  means 
of  petty  party  politics,  so  unworthy  of  the 
man  of  science  and  the  philosopher.  If  we 
mistake  not,  there  are  quite  enough  of  poli- 
ticians to  write  and  spout  in  that  country 
without  the  assistance  of  its  physicians.  In 
the  dearth  of  medical  literature  in  that  coun- 
try, we  suspect  a  practitioner  would  have  a 
much  better  chance  of  making  himself 
known  by  a  scientific  discovery,  than  by  a 
dozen  of  political  harangues.  It  often  hap- 
pens, however,  that  those  who  are  least 
capable  of  serving  mankind  by  scientific 
pursuits,  are  the  most  willing  to  disturb 


their  peace  by  a  perverse  exercise  of  shallow 
sophistry  ;  a  fact,  the  truth  of  which  is  not 
diminished  by  the  example  of  Dr.  Lendrick, 
whose  first  literary  essay  has  been  of  this 
baneful  description. 


COURT  OF  KING'S  BENCH. 
Westminster,  Saturday,  November  29,  1828. 

Cooper  v.  Waklev. 

Mr.  Brougham,  as  Counsel  for  the  De- 
fendant, applied  to  Lord  Tenterden  to 
name  a  particular  day  on  which  his  Lordship 
would  take  this  cause.  The  Learned  Coun- 
sel slated,  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  call 
a  great  many  medical  gentlemen  ;  and  that, 
as  hia  client  did  not  wish  to  inconvenience 
any  member  of  bis  profession,  it  would  be 
highly  desirable  that  a  day  certain  should 
be  named*  for  this  trial,  as  several  of  the 
witnesses  were  in  extensive  practice,  in  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  country. 

Sir  James  Scarlett,  for  the  Plaintiff, 
said,  they  were  agreed  on  the  propriety  of 
the  application  in  question,  and  that  he  had 
no  objection  whatever,  but  fully  concurred. 

Lord  Tenterden  assented  to  the  appli- 
cation, and  intimated,  that  he  would  take 
the  cause  on  any  day  which  the  Counsel 
might  themselves  agree  upon. — Accordingly, 
Friday  next,  the  12th  December  inst., 
was  appointed.  The  trial  to  take  place  at 
the  Court  of  Kino's  Bench,  Westmrntter, 
and  to  commence  at  half-past  nine  o'clock. 

We  may  take  this  opportunity  of  stating, 
that  we  shall  redeem  the  pledge  which  we 
gave  in  The  Lancet  of  the  5th  of  April 
last,  and  conduct  our  defence  in  person. 
We  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Brougham 
the  reasous  which  have  induced  us  to  wave, 
npon  this  occasion,  the  benefit  of  his  un- 
rivalled talents  in  addressing  the  jury. 

This  trial  will  be  one  of  great  importance 
to  the  profession  and  to  the  public ;  and  tha 
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evidence  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Harbison,  the 
Treasurer  of  Guy's  Hospital,  will  merit,  in 
a  peculiar  manner,  the  attention  of  the  Go- 
vernors of  that  institution  ;  for  the  effect  of 
that  person's  influence  over  the  affairs  of 
the  Hospital  is  made  one  of  the  issuable 
facts  in  our  plea. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

17,1828, 


Dr.  Haslam,  President,  in  the  Chair. 
nurrunE  ok  the  uterus — operation  or 

CAST  ROTO  MY. 

Mr.  Lord  related  a  case,  in  which  the 
operation  of  gastrotomy  had  been  resorted 
to  by  Dr.  Hopkins,  within  the  last  ten  days. 
This  was  the  case  which,  on  the  last  evening, 
he  considered  so  important,  as  to  have  been 
anxious  then  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
relating.  The  woman  was  pregnant  with 
her  fifth  child  ;  he,  Mr.  Lord,  was  sent  for,  to 
attend  her;  she  had  gone  her  full  time.  When 
he  arrived,  he  found  very  considerable  pain 
in  the  abdomen  ;  the  liquor  amnii  discharged, 
the  vagina  dilated,  and  well  lubricated,  hut 
uterine  action  very  much  abated.  lie  re 
mained  with  her  for  about  threp  hours  ;  he 
then  gave  her  three  ordinary  doses  ot  the 
secale  cornutum.  Uterine  action  was  in- 
duced to  a  small  degree.  By  a  vaginal  ex 
aminatioa,  he  fell  the  scalp  tense  and  puffy. 
The  action  of  the  uterus  having  continued 
for  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  he  endeavoured 
to  bring  away  the  head  with  the  vectis,  but 
failed ;  at  length,  he  was  induced  to  consi- 
der the  head  was  hydrocephalic.  Dr.  Ste- 
phenson was  sent  for  to  the  case,  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Jacob  ;  and,  at  one  time, 
they  thought  the  best  mode  of  proceeding 
would  be  to  lay  open  the  head  ;  but,  from 
its  sudden  retrocession,  with  the  entire  ces- 
sation of  the  uterine  pains,  and  the  sinking 
state  into  which  the  woman  appeared  to  be 
getting,  induced  them  to  suspect  a  rupture 
of  the  oterus,  and  to  send  for  Dr.  Hopkins. 
Dr.  Hopkins,  on  his  arrival,  agreed  that  the 
uterus  had  been  ruptured,  and  that  the  child  J  state 
bad  neaped  into  tfte  altdiimcn.  The  Doctor  in- 
troduced his  hand  into  the  vagina,  but,  finding 
the,  uterus  completely  contracted,  and  that 
he  was  unable  to  reach  the  foetus,  he  there- 
fore proposed  the  operation  of  gastrotomy, 
as  a  dernier  ressort.  The  child  was  removed 
through  an  opening  made  in  the  abdomen, 
of  seven  inches  aud  a  half  in  length,  and  the 
whole  operation  performed  admirably,  with- 


out the  loss  of  a  teaspoouful  of  blood.  Four 
ligatures  were  applied,  straps  of  adhesive 
plaster,  compress,  and  bandage ;  and  leeches, 
to  prevent  peritonitis.  A  small  quantity  of 
nourishing  diet  was  given ;  the  patient  ex- 
pressed herself  greatly  relieved,  and  passed 
a  good  night, — but  died  on  the  following 
afternoon. 

On  examination,  after  death,  there  was 
coagulable  lymph  on  the  edges  of  the  wound  ; 
very  little  peritouitis  had  taken  place  ;  and 
there  was  a  rupture  of  the  uterus,  abun- 
dantly laige  to  admit  of  the  escape  of  the 
child.  The  head  of  the  foetus  was  immensely 
large,  and  an  excellent  drawing  of  it  was 
submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  Society. 
The  diameter,  from  chin  to  occiput,  mea- 
sured nine  inches  and  three  quarters  ;  cir- 
cumference, from  chin  to  occiput,  nineteen 
inches  ;  from  the  upper  part  of  the  ear  to 
the  anterior  fontanelle,  eight  inches. 

Mr.  Waller  wished  to  know  how  soon, 
after  the  rupture  had  taken  place,  Dr.  Hop- 
kins had  seen  the  patient!  whether  any 
attempt  to  turn  had  been  made  immediately 
on  the  escape  of  the  child  into  the  abdomen  ! 
and  whether  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Rlundell 
had  been  attended  to,— that  of  removing  the 
womb  entirely  1 

Dr.  Hopkins  stated,  in  answer  to  the 
above  queries,  that  he  understood  those  dan- 
gerous symptoms  had  not  manifested  them- 
selves long  before  his  arrival.  The  circu- 
lation he  found  to  be  exceedingly  increased, 
the  pulse  lt>&,  with  great  depression  of  the 
viial  powers.  The  Doctor  made  an  accurate 
exuminaiion,  by  the  introduction  of  his  hand 
into  the  vagina,  when  he  found  the  uterus 
permanently  contracted  ;  so  much  so,  as  to 
prevent  the  admission  of  more  than  two  Jin' 
gers ;  but  he  could  feel  the  lacerated  surface 
us  far  as  its  contracted  state  would  enable  the 
fingers  to  reach.  This  contraction  elicited 
some  practical  remarks  from  the  Doctor,  re- 
specting the  difference  between  this  per- 
maneul  rigidity,  and  the  tpamodie  aetim  ex* 
hibited,  in  some  cases,  during  parturition. 
The  hand  was  carefully  withdrawn  from  the 
vagina,  and,  on  passing  it  over  the  abdomen, 
the  foetus  could  be  distinctly  felt.  It  was 
ascertained  that  the  entire  foetus  had  escaped 
from  the  uterus,  and,  consequently,  there 
could  not  be  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of 
the  C&tarian  operation  being  resorted  to  ; 
although,  from  the  exhausted  and  dangerous 
of  the  patient,  few  hopes  could  be 
entertained  of  her  ultimate  recovery.  Find- 
ing it  impracticable  to  deliver  by  the 
natural  canal,  an  enema  was  administered, 
and  the  catheter  introduced.  The  woman 
being  placed  on  her  back,  in  the  centre  of 
the  bed,  with  the  head  slightly  elevated,  the 
Doctor  commenced  the  operation,  by  mak- 
ing an  incision,  half  an  inch  to  the  right 
side  of,  and  on  a  line  with,  the  liuea  alba, 
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exposing  the  foetus  as  be  carried  down  the 
scalpel.  The  foetus  and  places ta  were  re- 
moved, and  the  operation  completed  iu  about 
30  seconds. 

Jn  aaswer  to  Mr.  Waller's  proposition  of 
removing  the  uterus,  the  idea  was  so  outre, 
as  scarcely  to  require  a  thought.  There  was 
no  man  more  deserving  the  gratitude  of  the 
profession  than  Dr.  Blundell,  for  the  great 
perfectiou  to  which  he  had  brought  the  sci- 
ence, and  more  particularly  abdominal  sur- 
gery ;  but  he  (Dr.  Hopkins)  could  not  ima- 
gine this  to  be  a  case  in  which  the  excision 
of  the  uterus  was  in  any  way  called  for  ;  in- 
deed, he  had  no  hesitation  in  believing  that, 
had  the  operation  been  attempted,  the  pa- 
tient would,  in  all  probability,  hate  expired 
before  its  completion. 

Air.  Waller  considered  there  could  be 
no  difficulty  whatever  in  removing  the 
uterus  wholly,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
much  better  to  have  done  that  than  to  have 
left  it  in  an  unsound  state.  He  regretted 
that  no  answer  bad  been  given  to  his  ques- 
tions, whether  any  attempt  to  turn,  imme- 
diately after  the  accident,  bad  been  made, 
and  what  the  exact  time  was  at  which  Dr. 
Hopkins  saw  her. 

Mr.  Siublev,  looking  at  the  immense 
size  of  the  head,  considered  that  it  must 
have  created  an  uncommon  mechanical  dif 


that  part  of  the  uterus  found  aubsequently 
lacerated  ;  the  pain  had  continued  for  three 
months  without  intermission.  He  con- 
ceived, therefore,  from  the  post-mortem  ap- 
pearances, there  could  not  be  a  question  but 
that  it  originated  from  chronic  injiammation. 
The  foetal  head,  again,  being  partially  de- 
composed,  the  integuments  must  have  given 
way,  before  the  accident  could  have  oc- 
curred, had  the  entire  uterus  been  in  a 
healthy  condition. 


November  24. 

THE  RFGISTRAr's  INCORRECT  MINUTES.— 
CONTINUATION  OF  MR.  LORD'S  CASK  OK 
IU  PTi  nED  UTERUS,  AND  UK.  HOPKINs's 
OPERATION  OF  G  A  STROTOM  V. 

After  the  Registrar  had  read  the  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting, 

Mr.  Amsmnv  took  an  objection  to 
them,  lie  declared  they  were  not  correct  ; 
or,  if  they  were,  the  discussion  of  the  former 
ni^ht,  upon  his  fracture  case,  was  not  such 
as  he  then  understood  it  to  have  been,  lie 
could  not  understand  the  discussion  at  all, 
by  what  appeared  from  the  minutes. 

Mr.  Suiri  f.y  said,  that,  as  the  discussion 
on  Mr.  Lord's  case,  when  tho  Society  last 
met,  had  not  been  at  all  satisfactory  to  nis 
ficulty  in  the  parturition  ;  and  the  question  f  mind,  he  wished  distinctly  to  propound  the 
with  him  was,  whether  the  »:rgot  which  the 
practitioner  gave,  had  not  been  the  imme- 


diate and  entire  cause  of  the  accident. 

Mr.  Lord  objected  to  the  notion  of  the 
ergot  producing  the  accident;  he  did  not 
think  the  pains  produced  by  the  exhibition 
of  it,  strong  enough  to  have  ruptured  the 
uterus;  he  thought  it  more  reasonable  to 
ascribe  the  accident  to  the  largeness  of  the 
head,  combined  with,  in  all  probability,  a 
vitiated  state  of  the  posterior  part  of  the 
uterus. 

Dr.  Hopkins  objected  to  the  notion  of 
the  ergot,  aloue,  producing  the  accident, 
though  absent  when  this  remedy  was  had 
recourse  to.  On  examining  the  uterus 
after  death,  which,  together  with  the  ftc- 
tus,  he  has  now  in  his  possession,  he 
found  it  healthy,  excepting  near  the  lacera- 
tion, through  which  the  child  passed ;  but 
on  that  part,  namely,  the  posterior  sur- 
face, the  organ  appeared  completely  altered, 
and  softened  in  its  texture.  Judging  from 
the  morbid  appearance  of  this  part,  he 
could  not  reconcile  his  feelings  to  the  idea 
that  the  secale  cornutum  had  been  the  sole 
means  of  causing  the  mischief ;  but  that 
the  parturient  efforts,  unaided,  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  produce  the  rupture.  In- 
deed, he  made  a  point  of  inquiring  from  the 
patient,  and  ascertained  that  she  had  felt  a 
dull  and  continued  pain  in  one  particu 


'  question,  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  So 
ciety,  the  administration  oi  the  ergot  of  ryo 
was  not  the  proximate  or  immediate  cause 
of  the  rupture  of  the  uterus]  He  thought 
it  highly  important  that  this  should  be  dis- 
tinctly known. 

Dr.  Hopkins  stated  that,  as  far  as  he  was 
capable  of  judging  of  the  condition  of  the 
uterus,  the  whole  of  it  appeared  to  be  in  a 
healthy  state,  excepting  the  part  at  which 
the  rupture  had  taken  place.  Here  the 
texture  was  considerably  altered  ;  the  sub- 
stance was  much  softened,  and  though 
he  was  not  present  when  the  ergot  was  ad- 
ministered, yet  he  thought  that,  had  it  not 
been  exhibited,  the  head  of  the  foetus  would 
eventually  have  caused  the  rupture.  The 
coverings  of  the  head  were  so  thin  that, 
if  the  uterus  had  been  in  a  healthy  state 
throughout,  he  thought  they  must  have 
given  way  before  it  would  have  ruptured. 

A  Member  wished  to  know  whether, 
after  the  exhibition  of  the  ergot,  there  was 
powerful  and  long-continued  uterine  action! 

Mr.  Lord  observed,  that  the  action  was 
remarkably  moderate,  and  by  no  means  so 
great  as  that  which  usually  took  place  in 
the  expulsion  of  an  ordinary  fatus. 

The  President  inquired  of  what  the  bulk 
of  the  head  was  composed  ? 

Dr.  Hopkins  hod  not  punctured  the 
head,  which  was  in  his  possession,  as 


iar  part  of  the  abdomen,  the  situation  of  j  well  as  the  whole  of  the  fatus  and  the  ute- 
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rus.  Some  part  of  the  contents  of  the '  Mr.  Waller  certainly  did  understand 
head,  however,  had  lately  escaped,  and  Air.  Lord  to  say,  that  he  had  ascertained 
which  was  fluid.  He  thought  there  must  the  head  to  be  hydrocephalic ;  but  eren 
have  bet  a  a  gallon  of  fluid  contained  within  upon  this  latter  statement,  of  Mr.  Lord, 
the  head.  !  he  was  unable  to  understand  why  be  should 

Dr.  Williams  considered  the  case  of  have  resorted  to  the  ergot.  It  seemed  to 
great  importance,  as  well  with  respect  to  him  that  he  had  used  it  in  that  case  in 
the  practice  of  exhibiting  the  ergot,  as  with  ;  which  he  (Mr.  Waller)   bad   ever  been 


regard  to  Mr.  Lord's  conduct  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  case.    He  w  as  inclined  to 


anxious  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  bis 
pupils  the  absolute  necessity  of  not  bav- 


consult  the  feelings  of  this  yuung  practi- j  ing  recourse  to  it 

tioner,  and  to  state,  that  the  impression  on  \  The  President  observed  that,  in  this 
his  mind  was,  that  the  exhibition  of  the  Society,  there  was  a  great  disposition  to 
ergot  did  no  harm.  He  abstained  from  say-  ]  doubt ;  and.  as  that  was  the  ground  of  all 
ing  any  tiling  upon  the  question,  whether,  sound  philosophy,  he  hoped  Mr.  Lord  would 
in  the  present  instance,  the  ergot  was  called 


for  or  not,  only  feeling  inclined  to  think 
that  it  had  done  no  harm. 

Mr.  Wallkr  observed  that,  if  truth  were 
to  he  suppressed,  and  the  feelings  of  indivi- 
duals only  to  be  consulted  by  the  Society; 
such  a  Society  would  not  be  worth  attend- 


ing.   Mr.  Lord  should  know,  that  any  ques-  |  questions. 


excuse  it,  and  answer,  as  distinctly  as  pos- 
sible, the  questions  the  different  members 
were  pleased  to  put. 

Mr.  Lono  was  anxious  to  do  so,  and 
courted  iuquiry.  At  the  same  time  he 
complained  bitterly  of  being  pelted  on  all 
sides,  before  aud  behind,  with  so  many 


tions  that  were  put,  or  observations  that 
were  made,  could  not  he  intended  to  im- 
plicate him  personally,  but  only  with  a 
view  to  the  advancement  of  science.  Mr. 
Lord  had  stated  that  the  head  was  hvdroce- 


Mr.  Lambfrt  inquired  whether  the  pains 
were  totally  absent  when  the  ergot  was  ad- 
ministered? As  far  as  he  had  learned,  it 
was  necessary  that  some  parturient  action 
should  be  present  when  the  ergot  was  given^ 


phalic,  and  that  it  had  not  proceeded  be-  as  it  had  not  the  power  of  creating  pain 


yqpd  the  brim.  If  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  that  the  head  was  in  this  state,  would 
it  not  have  been  infinitely  be  tter  to  have 
punctured  it  with  a  sharp  instrument ?  It 
had  been  said,  that  the  ergot  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  rupture  of  the  uterus:  this 
might  be,  but  if  any  part  of  the  womb  was  in 
a  morbid  state,  and  inclined  to  burst,  the 
administration  of  the  ergot  was  unquestion- 
ably calculated  to  increase  that  disposition. 
At  the  former  discussion  he  bad  inquired, 
but  to  which  he  had  not  been  able  to  get  an- 
swers, and  therefore  he  put  his  questions 
agaiu,  whether,  immediately  after  the  rup- 
ture of  the  uterus  was  detected,  any  at- 
tempt was  made  to  turn,  and  how  long  sub- 
sequently it  was  before  Dr.  Hopkins  saw 
the  case  1 

Mr.  Lord  viewed  the  case  candidly  and 
impartially,  and,  if  any  error  had  been  com- 
mitted, he  should  willingly  have  confessed 
it ;  but,  upon  his  honour,  he  believed  there 
had  been  none.  He  had  waited  three  hours, 
from  first  seeing  the  patient,  before  he  be- 
gan to  administer  the  ergot,  during  which 
time  no  uterine  action  had  taken  place.  The 
os  uteri  was  dilated,  and  the  vagina  well 
lubricated.  In  passing  the  finger,  he  felt 
the  scalp  corrugated ;  the  tiuger  passed  lea- 
dily  and  easily  over  the  parietal  boue,  and 
nothing  more  could  be  discriminate.  This 
he  considered  favourable  for  the  use  of  the 
ergot.  He  gave  it,  aud  it  was  not  till  thtee 
or  four  hours  after  the  exhibition,  that  ute- 
rine action  came  on,  propulsive  aud  conti- 
nued, but  not  violent. 


Dr.  Hopkins,  before  this  question  was 
answered,  desired  to  be  informed  whether, 
if  Mr.  Waller  had  been  attending  a  patient 
who  had  had  several  favourable  parturitions, 
aud  found  the  os  uteri  dilated,  the  vagina 
lubricated, — supposing  the  head  was  of  the 
ordinary  dimensions,  feeling  the  head,  but 
finding  it  could  not  descend,— he  would  not 
have  had  recourse  to  the  ergot  1 

Mr.  Waller  would  never  think  of  giv« 
ing  it  till  the  os  uteri  had  so  far  dilated,  and 
labour  had  so  far  advanced,  as  that  he  could 
not  only  make  out  the  presentation,  but 
the  situation.  He  should  consider  himself 
acting  highly  culpably,  if  he  were  to  act 
upon  any  other  rule  ;  inasmuch  as  the  bead 
might  be  lying  transversely,  and  his  conduct 
might  be  attended  with  the  most  serious 
mischief.  In  the  case  which  Dr.  Hopkins 
had  put,  he  should  wait,  aud  do  nothing. 

Dr.  Ulick  doubted  altogether  the  effect 
of  the  ergot ;  indeed,  he  could  lay  bis  band 
on  his  heart,  and  say  it  had  no  effect  what- 
ever. A  few  days  ago  he  had  beeu  called  to 
attend  a  lady,  under  very  peculiar  circum- 
stances. She  had  had  five  children  in  the 
course  of  eight  years.  Symptoms  of  preg- 
nancy had  again  proceeded,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  year,  and,  on  the  4th 
or  5th  of  August,  she  had  violent  labour 
pains.  She  was  sick  and  vomited,  and  lost 
a  considerable  quantity  of  blood.  Ou  the 
J 9th  of  the  same  mouth,  the  membranes 
broke  ;  she  then  began  to  decrease  in  siae, 
aud  had  ever  since  continued  to  do  so.  She 
had  removed  from  the  vagina  a  small  piece 


Digitized  by  Google 


RUPTURE  OF  THE  UTERI  S. 


313 


of  bone,  Laving  previously  felt  a  pricking.  I 
(Laughter.)  She  had  subsequently  dis- 
charged coagula  and  livid  substances,  some- 
thing like  pieces  of  liver.  Ho  believed  he 
should  astonish  the  Society  by  saying  what 
had  passed  and  travelled  through  the  uterus, 
and  that  the  child  had  entirely  escaped  into 
the  abdomen.  He  could  detect  no  rupture 
whatever  of  the  vaginn.  i'htre  was  now  a 
tumour  on  the  right  aide  of  her  abdomen, 
which,  when  touched,  produced  a  tickling 
sensation.  1  he  bowels  had  been  remarkably 
goad ;  she  had  never  had  cause  to  complain  of 
them  ;  and  this  brought  him  to  the  question, 
how  far  the  C<csorian  operation  should,  on 
any  occasion  whatever,  be  performed  ?  Ex- 
cept the  tumour  he  had  alluded  (o,  this  lady 
had  no  bad  symptoms  whatever  ;  and  he 
thought  abscesses  would  ultimately  take 
place,  either  in  the  abdomen  or  some  other 
part,  and  through  which  the  foetus  would 
be  expelled. 

Dr.  Ryan  considered  the  best  mode  of 
exhibiting  the  ergot  to  be  in  the  nature  of 
&  decoction,  lie  wished  to  know  from  Mr. 
Lord,  how  long  the  woman,  in  his  case,  had 
been  in  absolute  labour,  before  the  rupture 
of  the  uterus  took  place,  and  how  loug  the 
uterus  was  ruptured  before  the  gastrotomy 
was  resorted  to  ? 

Mr.  Lambert  ridiculed  Dr.  Blick's  no- 
tion of  the  inefficacy  of  the  ergot,  which 
stood  singly  opposed  to  a  host  of  the  most 
respectable  testimony.  At  first  he  was  in- 
duced to  think  Mr.  Lord  had  not  made  out  a 
proper  case  for  the  administration  of  the 
ergot, but  hisopinion  had  somewhat  changed, 
lie,  however,  wished  to  know  how  long 
parturient  action  had  been  going  on,  when 
the  mechanical  impediment  to  delivery  was 
ascertained,  and  how  long  before  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  cornutuml  It  was  his  de- 
cided opinion  that,  when  the  physicul  ob- 
struction was  discovered,  the  hydrocepha- 
lic head  should  have  been  perforated  with- 
out delay. 

Mr.  Lord — Are  we  to  suppose  that  a 
country  practitioner  is  like  Dr.  Slop,  always 
going  about  with  his  green  hag  under  his 
arm,  filled  with  instruments?  (Laughter.) 
I  live  at  Hampstead ;  I  was  called  to  the 
case  a  mile  distant  from  my  house  ;  I  can- 
not determine  when  the  uterus  was  really 
ruptured  ;  the  symptoms  came  on  gradu- 
ally ;  1  had  no  sharp  instrument  with  me 
to  puncture  the  head  ;  it  wan  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  and  it  ought  to  be  recollected, 
that  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  at  this  time, 
.in  a  country  place,  on  all  occasions,  imme- 
diately to  procure  instruments,  and  the 
assistance  of  friends,  whenever  they  are 
wanted.  An  instance  was  detailed  in  The 
Lancet,  a  short  time  ago,  of  a  case  happen- 
ing at  Worcester,  where  the  practitioner 
was  not  at  ail  aware  of  the  rupture  of  the 


I  uterus  that  bad  taken  place.  Another  case 
occurred  in  Stamford  Street,  only  the  other 
day,  of  a  rupture  of  the  uterus,  where  it  was 
not  detected  uutil  an  examination  was  made 
after  death. 

Dr.  Welshman  had  had  great  experience 
in  midwifery.  He  agreed  with  the  obser- 
vations made,  that  the  presenting  part,  and 
the  condition  of  that  part,  ought,  in  this 
case,  to  have  been  distinctly  ascertained, 
before  the  ergot  was  resorted  to.  If  the 
hydrocephalic  state  of  the  head  had  been 
ascertained,  he  apprehended  only  one  course 
ought  to  have  been  pursued,  that  of  per- 
forating ;  and  that  if  perforation  had  been 
resorted  to,  the  life  of  the  patient  would 
hare  stood  a  much  better  chance.  He 
should  have  been  averse  to  the  performance 
of  the  Cicsarian  operation,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case. 

Mr.  Asjiwecl  regretted  to  have  observed 
anything  like  a  supposition,  that  personali- 
ties could  be  intended  by  anything  that 
was  said.  He  deprecated  certain  modeB  of 
expression,  as,  "1  assure  you  upon  my 
honour,"  and  considered  them  much  more 
applicable  for  a  itage  than  a  scientific  so- 
ciety. After  giving  every  possible  atten- 
tion to  all  that  had  been  stated,  he  had 
heard  nothing  to  remove  him  from  his  first 
opinion,  that  it  would  have  been  better  in 
this  case  not  to  have  used  the  ergot.  He 
thought  sufficient  weight  had  not  been 
given  by  the  Society  to  Mr.  Waller's  ob- 
servation, that  before  the  sitiiatiim  of  the 
head  was  ascertained,  it  might  be  lying  un- 
favourable to  the  use  of  the  ergot.  Here 
the  head  still  remained  above  the  brim ; 
there  were  long-continued  pains,  aud,  pro- 
bably, such  as  the  woman  hud  always 
formerly  had,  therefore,  he  should  not  have 
considered  it  a  case  for  the  ergot.  At  the 
same  lime,  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  the 
uterus  would  not  have  ruptured,  bad.  the 
ergot  not  been  bad  recourse  to.  He  hoped 
the  detail  of  the  circumstances  of  this  case 
would  lead  to  a  more  careful  administration 
of  this  medicine,  and  if  so,  that  detail 
would  be  proved  to  have  been  usefully 
made.  In  his  opinion,  the  ergot  was  a  roost 
invaluable  remedy ;  it  had  often  greatly 
quickened  labour,  ond  restrained  h;cmor» 
rbage.  He  thought  if  a  foetus  escaped  iuto 
the  abdomen,  the  accoucheur  would  not  do 
bis  duty,  if  he  allowed  it  to  remuiu  there. 
The  child  might  escape  into  it  alive,  and 
might  be  extracted  alive,  which  was  a 
powerful  argument  in  favour  of  gastrotomy. 

Dr.  Hoi-kins  again  observed,  that  tho 
uterus  had  perfectly  contracted  by  the  time 
he  saw  the  case,  and  the  woman  was  in  a 
very  exhausted  state ;  the  pulse  150. 

Dr.  Ryan  thought  there  were  many  well- 
authenticated  cases  to  justify  the  accoucheur 
in  Mowing  the  child,  and  extracting  it 
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;  but  be  | 

decidedly  objected  to  the  operation  being  , 
performed  when  the  woman  was  in  so  ex- 
hausted a  state  as  that  detailed  by  Dr.  Hop- 


INCOBRBCT  MINUTES.  —  CONTINUATION  OT 
MR.  LOBD'g  CASK. —  l'OINT  OF  OBX»ER.— 
STOMACH  OF  AN  BXTRAORPl.NABY  SIZE» 

Thf.  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read. 

Dr.  Walshman,  after  taking  an  objection 
to  the  correctness  of  the  Registrar's  mi- 
nutes of  the  last  meeting,  resumed  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  that  occupied  tbo  at- 
tention of  the  Society  on  the  former  night. 
He  had  met  with  many  cases,  in  which  a 
hydrocephalic  Btate  of  the  head  presented, 
-where  the  life  of  the  patient  could  not  have 
been  sared  without  perforation  ;  many  where 
it  was  saved  ;  and  he  had  likewise  met  with 
cases  where  it  turned  out  afterwards  that, 
if  the  operation  had  been  resorted  to,  the 
mother  would  not  have  perished.  In  Mr. 
Lord's  case, — considering  the  well-formed 
pelvis  j  the  enlarged  condition  of  the  as  tinea , 
so  as  to  have  allowed  the  introduction  of  the 
veclis  ;  the  nature  of  the  presentation, — it 
would  have  been  better  practice  to  have  per- 
forated than  to  have  given  the  ergot. 

Mr.  Doublbda v  related  several  cases,  in 
which  perforation  was  performed  with  safety 
to  the  mother,  where,  otherwise,  she  could 
not  have  been  delivered  ;  as  appeared  from 
the  sequel  of  further  pregnancies.  When  it 
was  once  fairly  ascertained  that  the  os  uteri 
wtus  fully  dilated,  and  that,  owing  to  the 
condition  of  the  head  and  sacrum,  the 
head  could  not  pass,  no  doubt  could  be  en- 
tertained that  the  sooner  perforation  was 
resorted  to,  the  greater  chance  of  safety 
there  existed  for  the  mother.  A  case  of  this 
sort  was  very  analogous  to  a  case  of  stran- 
gulated hernia.  In  the  latter  case,  when  it 
was  clearly  found  that  the  hernia  could  not 
be  returned,  the  less  delay  that  took  place 
before  the  opeiation  was  performed,  the 
better.  He  produced  to  the  Society  one 
specimen  of  ruptured  uterus,  inconsequence 
of  perforation  not  having  been  resorted  to  in 
time. 

Mr.  Waller  regretted  to  have  been  un- 
der the  necessity  of  having  had  to  inquire, 
for  about  the  sixth  time,  without  having 
obtained  any  answer,  whether  any  attempt 
was  immediately  made,  when  the  rupture 
took  place,  to  bring  away  the  child  through 
the  natural  passage  ;  and,  if  not,  within 
what  time  afterwards,  the  operation  to  turn, 
or  the  Caesarian  section,  was  performed  ? 

Mr.  Lambert  considered  rupture  of  the 
uterus  of  extremely  rare  occurrence.  It 


had  been  estimated  by  Burns,  as  occur- 
ring in  the  ratio  of  1  to  1000;  but  be 
believed  that  the  proportion  was  far  less. 
In  a  note  of  Dr.  Willao,  on  the  Diseases 
of  London,  it  was  stated  that,  out  of 
lj98t  labours  which  occurred  in  the  practice 
of  an  eminent  accoucheur,  there  was  only 
one  instance  of  lacerated  uterus.  Reverting 
to  Mr.  Lord's  case,  and  passing  over  the 
treatment  which,  in  bis  (Mr.  Lambert's) 
opinion,  should  bate  been  adopted, — namely, 
perforation  of  the  head,  and  which  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  prevented  the  rup- 
ture of  the  uterus, — he  was  desirous,  at 
once,  of  coming  to  the  question,  ns  to  what 
were  the  most  advisable  means  to  be  pur- 
sued when  such  an  untoward  event  had 
taken  place  ?  'Hie  practice  which  had  been 
adopted  by  Dr.  Hopkins,  in  the  operation 
of  gastrotomy,  he  considered  to  be  the  ouly 
proper  measure.  Three  modes  of  treatraeut 
present  themselves  for  consideration,  as 
Burns  justly  observes,  when  the  uterus 
is  ruptured  during  gestation,  and  prior  to 
delivery : — To  leave  the  case  to  Nature,  to 
deliver  jxr  vita  naturaUs,  or  to  perform  gas- 
trotomy. With  respect  to  the  first  measure, 
he  would  simply  remark,  that  there  was  no 
well-authenticated  case  of  recovery,  where 
the  feet tis  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  the  woman  being  at 
the  fall  period  of  gestation.  As  regards  the 
second  means,  delivery  per  v'uu  natural  it,  he 
would  only  repeat  the  language  of  an  emi- 
nent writer  : — "  To  dilate  the  os  uteri  forci- 
bly, and  thus  extract  the  child,  is  a  propo- 
sition so  rasa  and  hatarcLnu,  that  1  know  no 
one  who  would  adopt  it."  The  operation  of 
gastrotomy,  then,  wns  the  most  preferable 
measure,  and  although  the  experience  on 
this  subject  was  but  limited,  yet,  looking  to 
the  results  of  the  few  cased  in  which  the 
operation  had  been  performed,  we  are  lully 
borne  out  in  its  adoption.  Since  the  last 
meeting,  he  bad  referred  to  the  authorities 
on  tbis  subject,  and  he  found  that  the  first 
case  recorded,  is  in  the  3rd  volume  of  the 
Journal  dc  Medicine  for  1768:  the  woman 
here  survived.  In  the  Memoirs  of  the 
French  Academy  was  an  account  of  a  case, 
in  which  the  operation  was  twice  performed 
by  Lambron,  on  the  same  female,  yet  she 
did  well ;  and,  lastly,  in  the  £nd  volume  of 
the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Foreign  Medicine, 
a  successful  case  was  related,  on  the  autho- 
rity of  Bernard  and  Latouche.  With  re- 
spect to  Dr.  ltyau's  observations  on  Dr. 
Hopkins  having  operated  at  a  time  when 
there  was  much  depression  of  vital  power, 
he  (Mr.  Lambert)  would  say,  that  the  proa- 
tation  is  a  leading  characteristic  throughout 
of  rupture  of  any  viscus;  that  patients  die 
in  this  condition,  without  any  apparent 
effort  at  re-action ;  and,  consequently,  that 
any  delay  in  opening  the 
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removing  an  oppressive  cause,  in  his  opi- 
nion, would  have  been  culpable. 

Mr.  Waller,  in  explanation,  considered 
that  Mr.  Lambert  had  altogether  mistaken 
the  nature  of  his  interrogatories,  notwith- 
standing the  numerous  times  they  had  been 
repeated.  Every  person  knew  that,  after 
the  uterus  had  expelled  its  contents,  and 
contracted,  no  hand  could  be  introduced 
into  it ;  but  there  were  many  cases  on  re- 
cord,— Dr.  Blundell  had  often  met  with 
them,  Mr.  Doubleday  had  met  with  them, 
others  had  met  with  them, — where,  imme- 
diately on  the  rupture  of  the  uterus  taking 
place,  the  hand  was  introduced,  and  the 
child  brought  away  by  turning. 

Mr.  Lord  conceived  that  no  person  could 
have  expected  the  rupture  to  have  taken 
place,  from  the  mild  pains  the  woman  was 
suffering,  and  which  had  been  upon  her  for 
an  hour  and  a  half,  more  or  less,  before  the 
Tupture  took  place.  The  necessity  of  per- 
foration, before  the  rupture  took  place,  was 
not  called  for.  There  was  no  fair  analogy 
to  bo  made  between  a  case  of  this  sort  and 
a  man  labouring  under  hernia.  Had  the 
large  state  of  the  head  been  foreseen,  he 
should  not  have  given  the  ergot,  but  would 
have  punctured  the  head  with  a  penknife, 
rather  ihan  have  left  it  until  the  rupture 
took  place.  The  morbid  condition  of  the 
uterus  had  not  been  sufficiently  adverted  to 
by  the  Society.  He  had  seen  a  case  on  that 
very  day,  in  which  the  uterus  was  ruptured 
at  the  period  of  quickening,  either  by  some 
pain  of  the  uterus  itself,  or  a  motion  of  the 
foetus,  as  the  woman  was  descending  from 
a  stage-coach.  The  os  uteri  was  soft  and 
dilatable,  but  the  operation  of  turning  was 
not  attempted.  After  the  excessive  large 
state  of  the  head  was  thought  of,  he  consi- 
dered that,  even  if  delivery  was  accom- 
plished, the  child  could  not  be  saved,  and 
the  mother's  condition  but  very  little  ame- 
liorated. 

Mr,  Kingdom  was  of  opinion,  that,  con- 
aidering  the  able  and  candid  manner  in 
which  the  author  had  brought  forward  this 
case,  and  the  excellent  abilities  he  had 
proved  himself  to  possess,  no  further  ques- 
tions ought  to  be  put,  which  could  be  per- 
sonal, or  painful  to  his  feelings  ;  the  grati- 
tude of  the  Society  must  be  due  to  him. 

Mr.  Lord  should  not  have  wished  the 
discussion  to  have  proceeded  so  far,  had  it 
not  been  that,  on  the  former  night,  a  gen- 
tleman observed  that,  in  this  case,  the  wo- 
man had  been  lost. 

Mr.  Lambfrt — Having  been  the  indivi- 
dual who  made  the  observation,  considered 
it  due  to  Mr.  Lord  to  assure  him,  that  he 
certainly  did  not  mean  the  remark  to  apply 
personally  to  him.  He  might,  if  the  case 
had  fallen  to  his  (Mr.  Lambert's)  lot,  have 
conducted  himself  as  Mr.  Lord  had  done. 


Still  he  was  justified  in  making  the  obser- 
vation ;  and  he  repeated,  that  the  woman 
had  been  lost ;  inasmuch  as,  in  all  proba- 
bility, if  perforation  had  been  resorted  to, 
her  life  would  have  been  saved. 

Dr.  Blick  requested  that  certain  parts  of 
the  Laws  of  the  Society  might  be  read  from 
the  Chair,  which  he  considered  would  bear 
out  his  argument,  that,  on  the  former  even* 
ing,  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  Society,  the 
President  had  no  right  to  interrupt  Dr. 
Hopkins  in  the  statement  he  was  making. 

The  President  (interrupting) — Dr.Blick, 
allow  me  to  request  that  you  will  sit  down, 
Sir,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  not  hear 
another  word  on  the  subject.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Waller  exhibited  to  the  Society,  as 
a  curiosity,  a  female  stomach  of  extraordi- 
nary size.  When  in  $i(u,  it  extended  from 
the  natural  situation  down  along  the  left 
side,  terminating  in  the  pelvis,  a  consider* 
able  portion  of  which  it  filled  up. 


GUV'S  HOSPITAL. 

CONTINUATION  OF  THE  "  NO  HERNIA*'  CASF, 

No i  ii  in g  has  transpired  worthy  of  notice 
in  this  case  since  our  last  report.  The  dis- 
charge, which  was  pronounced  feculent  by 
the  surgeon,  has  not  been  observed  since 
the  21st. 

Dec.  I.  On  visiting  him,  with  Mr.  Key, 
we  found  the  wound  had  nearly  healed.  He 
has  been  taking  a  generous  diet,  and,  in  fact, 
is  not  much  worse  from  the  operation. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 


EXTRAVASATION  OF  URINE. 

Stephen  Norms,  ret.  31,  a  muscular 
baker,  and  a  hard  drinker,  was  admitted 
into  Colston's  Ward,  Sept.  12,  with  con- 
siderable inflammation  and  distension  of  the 
perineum  and  scrotum.  Was  in  great  agony 
when  brought  in.  States  that  he  has  had  a  dif- 
ficulty in  voiding  his  urine  for  the  last  two 
years,  on  account  of  a  chancre  that  he  had 
about  that  time  close  upon  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  which,  in  healing,  has  considerably 
contracted  the  orifice  of  the  aperture,  so 
that  the  stream  of  water  has  never  since 
been  larger  than  a  small  crow's  quill. 
I'pon  passing  a  small-sized  catheter,  every 
other  part  of  the  urethra  appears  free  from 
contraction  The  urine  has  always  seemed 
to  him  to  pass  freely  along  the  urethra 
until  it  arrived  at  the  orifice,  where  it  has 
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been  suddenly  arrested  in  its  progress,  and 
often  most  painfully  distended  in  the  urethra. 
Felt  a  little  pain  in  the  perineum,  on  making 
water  one  evening,  after  drinking  and  danc- 
ing at  Bartholomew  Fair;  and,  on  examin- 
ing the  part,  discovered  a  small  swelling, 
which  has  gradually  increased  in  size,  and 
extended  to  the  scrotum.  This  has  been 
distended  and  painful  for  the  last  two  days. 
Mr.  Stanley,  who  attended  for  Mr.  Vincent, 
saw  the  man  about  an  hour  after  he  was 
brought  in,  and  entertaining  no  doubt  about 
the  nature  of  the  case,  made  an  incision, 
of  about  two  inches  long,  in  the  perineum. 
A  quantity  of  offensive  pus  and  urine  imme- 
diately- gushed  out.  The  catheter  was 
withdrawn,  hot  and  moist  flannels  ordered 
to  be  constantly  applied,  and  calomel  and 
jalap  taken,  with  a  dose  of  house  physic. 

13.  Has  passed  a  restless  night,  aud  is 
vary  feverish  this  morning.  Skin  hot; 
tjngue  dry  ;  puise  quick.  Is  much  relieved 
by  the  operation.  The  bowels  have  been 
freely  moved.  The  principal  part  of  the 
urine  flows  through  the  wound.  A  small 
portion  has  escaped  by  the  urethra. 

16.  fcow  passes  the  greater  part  of  his 
urine  by  the  urethra,  though  a  little 
still  conies  through  the  wound,  to  which  a 
poultice  has  been  kept.  During  the  last  day 
or  two,  granulations  have  sprung  up.  The 
scrotum  is  diminished  to  its  natural  size ; 
tongue  moist,  pulse  natural,  and  he  is, 
in  all  respects,  doing  well. 

22.  The  urine  flows  entirely  through  the 
urethra.  The  wound  is  nearly  closed.  In 
consequence  of  some  inflammatory  symp- 
toms about  the  chest,  the  dresser  has  bled 
him  to-day  to  ^xvj.  In  a  fortnight  after, 
be  was  quite  well. 

In  the  latter  part  of  our  report  from  this 
Hospital,  last  week,  it  should  have  been 
stated,  that  the  bone  was  diseased  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  above  the  fracture,  and 
that  the  fracture  did  not  extend  up  the  bone. 


HOSPICE  DE  PERFECTIONNEMENT. 


EBVSIPELAS  P1JLEOMONODE8. 

Several  new  methods  of  treating  erysipe- 
las have  recently  been  proposed  by  the 
French  surgeons.  M.  Dupuytren  has  often 
seen  an  extraordinary  effect  from  blisters ; 
and  M.  Larrey,  knows,  in  this  disease  also, 
as  in  many  otht  rs,  no  remedy  superior  to 
the  application  of  moxa.  M .  Vel  peau,  of 
the  Hospice  de  Perfectionnement,  has  fre- 
quently effected  a  speedy  cure  by  continual 
pressure,  especially  in  such  individuals 
where  general  and  local  blood-letting  ia  in- 
admissible. 


A  female,  6.5  years  old,  and  of  a  very  un- 
healthy constitution,  was,  on  the  2oth  of 
August,  admitted  into  the  Hospice;  the  left 
leg  was  swelled,  hot,  very  paiuful,  and  of  a 
brown-red  colour ;  on  pressure,  some  sub- 
cutaneous fluctuation  was  perceptible,  the 
knee  was  slightly  enlarged,  and  the  syno- 
vial capsule  somewhat  distended  by  fluid. 
The  disease  of  the  leg  extended  rapidly  to 
the  thigh,  which,  within  a  short  time,  was 
affected  in  its  whole  length,  and  in  such  a 
raauner  as  to  threaten  gangrene.  The  con- 
stitution of  the  patient  not  admitting  of 
bleeding,  M.  Velpeau  ordered  compression 
of  the  whole  limb  ;  the  bandage  was  made 
very  tight,  aud  re-applied  as  soon  as  it  be- 
gan to  loosen.  At  first  the  pain  was  consi- 
derably increased,  but  it  soou  abated,  and 
at  last  entirely  ceased;  so  that,  within  a 
few  days,  the  patient  was  discharged,  cured. 

About  the  same  time  an  old  man  was  ad- 
mitted at  the  Hospice,  with  erysipelas 
phlegmonodes  of  both  legs,  which  were 
much  swelled,  very  painful,  and  disco- 
loured. The  patient,  being  of  a  very  ple- 
thoric habit,  was  twice  bled,  but  the  bleed- 
ing, having  no  influence  on  the  local  disease, 
pressure  was  resorted  to,  which  proved  so 
effectual,  that  the  cure  was  completed  within, 
six  days.— La  Cliniqu*. 


HOTEL-DIEU. 


PENETRATING  WOUND  OF  THE  SKULL. 

A  young  man,  who  had  been  stabbed  in 
the  right  orbit,  immediately  below  its  upper 
margin,  was  brought  into  the  Hospital  in 
the  most  complete  stupor,  vision,  hearing, 
and  general  sensibility,  being  quite  extinct ; 
the  wounded  eye  protruded  from  its  orbit, 
its  vessels,  and  those  of  the  eye-lids,  being 
gorged  with  blood.  He  was  freely  bled  from 
the  foot,  but,  in  the  following  night,  bad  an 
attack  of  the  most  furious  delirium.  The 
next  day  the  stupor  and  paralysis  still  con- 
tinued ;  the  pulse  was  very  until.  The  pa- 
tient was  again  bled  twice,  but  without  any 
alteration  in  the  symptoms.  On  the  third 
day,  the  respiratory  muscles  began  to  be 
paralysed  ;  his  breathing  became  stertorous 
aud  very  difficult,  each  iuspiration  being 
accompanied  by  a  trembling  of  the  whole 
body.  M.  Dupuytren  accounted  for  this 
symptom,  by  supposing  that  an  extravasa- 
tion had  taken  place  at  the  base  of  the  fkull, 
which  suspended  the  function  of  the  respi- 
ratory nerves.  The  patient  was  bled  a 
fourth  time,  but  the  difficulty  of  breathing 
increased,  and  he  died  on  the  same  day. 

The  bones  of  the  skull  having  been  re- 
moved, it  was  found  that  the  instrument 
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had  penetrated  through  tbe  orbit  into  the  I  pointed  bistoury  is  inserted  into  the  groove 


substance  of  the  brain,  and  that  a  piece  of 
bone  had  been  thrust  into  the  anterior  lobe, 
a  great  portion  of  which  was  found  dissolved, 
and  mixed  with  a  considerable  quantity  of 
coagulated  blood  from  the  arteria  corporis 
callosi.— Joint.  Chile,  dca  llopit. 


LITHOTOMY. 

The  surgeons  of  the  H6tel-Dieu,  MM. 
Dupuytren,  Breschct,  and  Sanson,  have 
recently   endeavoured  to    determine  the 
comparative  merits  of  three  different  me- 
thods of  lithotomy.    The  first  adopted  the 
transverse ;  the  second  the  lateral ;  and 
the  third  the  recto- vesical  section.  The 
four  patients  operated  on  by  MM.  Dupuy- 
tren and  Breschet  were  perfectly  cured  ; 
but  in  one  of  the  two  cases  in  which  M. 
Sanson  performed  the  recto-vesical  opera- 
tion, there  remained  a  fistulous  opening 
between  the  rectum  and  the  bladder.  In 
one  of  M.  Dupuytren's  patients  there  occur- 
red, soon  after  the  operation,  a  violent  in- 
ternal haemorrhage,  which  was  soon  disco- 
vered by  the  gTeat  tension  of  the  hypogas- 
triura;  the  distinct,  soft  tumescence  of  the 
bladder  ;  the  frequent  and  fruitless  desire 
of  making  water  ;  and  by  the  sudden  pale- 
ness, with  intercurrent  attocks  of  syncope  ; 
it  was  checked  by  a  dossil  of  lint  intro- 
duced into  the  bottom  of  the  wound.  The 
number  of  cases  in  which  the  three  me- 
thods of  lithotomy  were  performed,  are  not 
sufficient  to  determine  the  respective  value 
of  each ;  but  the  frequency  of  a  fistulous 
opening  between  the  rectum  and  tlie  bind- 
der,  after  the  tecto-vesical  operation,  and 
the  danger  of  wounding  the  seminal  vesi- 
cles,  appear  to  be  sufficient  reasons  for 
abandoning  it  altogether.    The  Anvati  di 
Medicina  contain  the  history  of  a  case,  in 
which  there  remained,  after  the  operation, 
an  incurable  fistulous  passage  between  the 
bladder  and  rectum,  and  where  the  seminal 
vesicles  were  divided  in  such  a  manner,  that, 
during  coitus,  the  seminal  fluid  was  dis- 
charged through  the  rectum.   It  seems, 
however,  that  the  recto-vesical  operation, 
which,  at  first,  found  so  many  partisans  in 
Itely,  is  now  generally  relinquished  there 
for  the  median  section,  a  method  also  pro- 
posed by  Vacca,  in  his  last   Memoir  on 
Lithotomy,*  and  which,  indeed,  seems  to 
have  considerable  advantages  over  it.  This 
operation   is  performed  in  the  following 
manner:   an  incision  being  mr.de  in  the 
raphe,  extending  from  the  external  sphinc- 
ter ani  to  the  bulhus  urethra',  a  probe- 


of  the  staff,  the  handle  of  which  is  pressed 
towards  the  pubis,  so  that  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  and  the  prostate  gland  present 
themselves,  and  are  easily  divided  by  pass- 
ing the  knife  along  the  groove  of  the  staff. 
The  princi  {>al  advantages  of  this  method  seem 
to  be  the  following  : — 

J.  The  bladder  is  opened  in  the  shortest 
way,  and  the  wound  admits  of  the  greatest 
dilatation,  being  in  the  centre  of  the  outu  t 
of  the  pelvis,  and  surrounded  by  soft  purts 
only. 

2.  No  large  vessels,  and  only  the  minute 
ramifications  of  the  pudenda  are  divided, 
and  thus  an  occurrence  is  avoided,  which 
not  unfrequently  led  to  a  fatal  termination. 

3.  The  knife  is  almost  mechanically  car- 
ried into  the  bladder,  and  the  parts,  in  ques- 
tion, are  very  easily  divided,  being  kept  in  a 
state  of  tension. 

4.  The  finger  being  introduced  into  the 
bladder,  the  stone  is  very  easily  felt,  being, 
by  its  own  weight,  carried  towards  the 
wound,  which  is  at  the  lowest  part  of  the 
bladder. 

■j.  The  situation  of  the  wound  best  pro- 
motes the  discharge  of  calculous  fragments 
after  the  operation,  and  prevents  sanguine- 
ous or  urinous  extravasation,  which  so 
often  takes  place  after  the  lateral  operation. 


•  Delia  Litotomia  nei  due  sessi ;  quarta 
memoria  del  Prof.  Vacca  Berlin  gheri.  Pisa, 
1825. 


HOSPICE  DE  LA  SALPETRIERE. 


08SIFIED  EXTRA-UTERINE  TOTUS. 

A  female,  who  had  been  for  several 
years  at  the  Salpetricie,  on  account  of  men- 
tal derangement,  died  in  her  77lh  year.  On 
examining  the  abdomen,  a  small  tumour  was 
found  in  the  pelvis,  slightly  adhering  by 
some  layers  of  cellular  tissue  to  the  mesen- 
tery, and  a  loop  of  the  small  intestines;  the 
uterus  and  its  uppendnges,  as  well  as  the  other 
abdominal  visceia,  were  perfectly  healthy. 
Ou  a  closer  inspection  of  this  tumour,  it  was 
discovered  to  he  the  skeleton  of  a  foetus, 
surrounded  by  a  thin,  and  nearly  transpa- 
rent, membrane ;  it  had  an  oval  "form,  was 
two  inches  iu  its  largest  diameter,  a:id  was, 
by  a  sort  of  indenture,  divided  into  two 
unequal  halves,  the  largest  of  which  con- 
tained the  head,  the  su.ulhr  the  trunk.  The 
I  skull  was  very  well  formed,  completely  ossi- 
fied, i%  inch  in  its  antero-posteiior,  1  inch 
in  its  transverse,  and  one  inch  in  its'verii- 
cal  diameter.  The  bones  were  regularly  de- 
veloped ;  not  the  slightest  trace  of  a  fonta- 
nels could  be  found,  and  all  the  sutures 
were  perfectly  united.  The  frontal  bone 
was  much  arched  ;  the  parietal  bones  were 
also  very  prominent,  especially  that  of  the 
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right  iide  ;  the  temporal  bones  were  placed 
Almost  horizontally,  and  exhibited  the  rudi- 
ments of  a  glenoidal  carity ;  that  of  the 
right  side  presented  a  sort  of  zygomatic  arch, 
united  to  a  small  os  malore,  which  termi- 
nated in  a  rough  articular  surface  ;  the  upper 
and  lower  jaw-bones  were  entirely  wanting  ; 
the  orbits  were  well  formed ;  the  occipital 
bone  was  a  little  elongated  towards  its  upper 
part ;  its  lower  portion  consisted  of  several 
separate  pieces.  The  skull  was  united  to . 
the  trunk  by  fibro-cartilaginous  ligaments, 
at  least  an  articular  surface  could  not  be 
found,  on  external  examination.  The  trunk 
being  somewhat  curved  anteriorly,  showed 
the  rudiments  of  a  vertebral  column  ;  the 
place  of  the  sternum  was  occupied  by  a 
very  thick  fisTo-eartilaginous  mass  ;  the 
ribs,  as  welt  as  the  bones  of  the  shoulder 
and  the  clavicles,  were  completely  ossified  ; 
the  vertebral  column  terminated  below  in 
the  sacral  bone,  and  the  rudiments  of  the 
pelvis.  The  extremities  were  wanting, 
with  the  t  xception  of  some  traces  of  the 
upper-arm,  On  internal  inspection  of  this 
skeleton,  the  cavity  of  the  skull  was  found 
of  a  regular  form,  its  parietes  being  one- 
twenty-fourth  of  an  inch  in  thickness ;  they 
were  lined  with  the  dura  mater,  the  folds  of 
which  were  well  developed,  and  contained 
a  gelatinous  fluid,  of  a  yellow  colour,  with- 
out any  distinct  organisation.  The  cervical 
vertebrae  consisted  of  several  pieces,  of  an 
irregular  form,  so  that  the  single  vertebra? 
could  not  be  distinguished  ;  the  dorsal  ver- 
tebra were  more  developed,  and  distinctly 
annular  ;  the  lumbar  vertebrae,  as  well  as 
the  sacral  bone,  consisted  of  irregular  pieces. 
Theobdoroen  and  thorax  formed  one  cavity, 
St  the  upper  portion  of  which  the  pleura 
was  distinctly  seen  lining  the  ribs ;  its 
lower  holf  contained  a  greyish-yellow  aJi- 
pDcirous  mass,  with  apparent  traces  of  folds, 
representing,  no  doubt,  the  intestines.  In 
the  centre  of  this  mass  a  brown  nucleus 
was  discovered,  with  a  small  cavity,  which 
was  continned,  in  a  thin  filament  of  the 
Same  colour,  along  the  vertebral  column, 
and  which  were  very  probably  the  remains 
Of  the  heart  and  aorta.  On  the  external 
surface  of  the  skull,  particularly  on  the  right 
side,  several  vessels  were  seen  running  to- 
wards the  median  line  ;  some  intercostal 
vessels  could  also  be  distinguished. — Arehiv. 
Ctntr.  dc  UCdecine. 


SURGICAL  CLINIC  AT  BERLIN. 

EXTENSIVE  FBACTUUE  OF  THE  SKULL. 

A  LtTTt  e  boy,  about  nine  years  of  age,  was 
brought  into  the  institution  in  a  state  of 
complete  iniensibility,  with  the  blood  flow- 


ing profusely  from  the  mouth,  nostrils, ears' 
and  eyes.  A  large  pieoe  of  timber  had  fallen* 
from  a  considerable  height,  on  his  head, 
and  caused  an  extensive  fracture  of  the) 
skull.  On  examining  the  wound,  the  skin 
above  the  right  ear  was  found  lacerated, 
and  a  probe  introduced  into  this  aperture, 
could  be  easily  passed  to  the  temporal  re- 
gion of  the  other  side.  The  parietal  bones 
were  considerably  depressed,  and  a  crucial 
incision  having  been  made,  a  large  fracture 
was  found  extending  over  them,  from  the 
right  temporal  bone  to  the  left  aide  of  the 
head.  The  anterior  part  of  the  skull  was 
also  considerably  depressed,  and  in  it  a 
second  fracture  was  discovered,  extending 
from  the  transverse  fissure  anteriorly  over 
the  frontal  bone  towards  the  right  eye  ; 
the  margins  of  this  longitudinal  fracture 
were  distant  from  each  other  about  the 
tenth  part  of  an  inch,  and  the  pulsations  of 
the  brain  could  be  distinctly  seen  between 
them.  At  each  pulsation,  the  blood  rushed 
with  great  violence  from  the  fracture. 
Bleediug,  cold  fomentations  over  the  head, 
and  some  injections  of  diluted  vinegar,  hav- 
ing been  employed,  the  little  patient  re- 
covered his  senses,  and,  the  depressed  por- 
tion of  the  skull  having  spontaneously  risen, 
the  use  of  the  trephine  was  very  properly 
dispensed  with.  The  wounds  were  simply 
dressed  with  lint  dipped  in  tepid  water. 
After  some  time  several  portions  of  the 
fractured  bones  were  discharged,  and  the 
dura  mater  bt^an  to  be  covered  with  granu- 
lations, which  were  gradually  formed  into  a 
solid  membranous  substance.  At  the  end 
of  three  mouths  the  child  was  perfectly 
cured. — Graefe's  JBtricht  det  Chirurg.  Axt* 
genturtL  Lot. 


INTU8  SUSCEPTION  SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED 
WITH  QUICKSILVER. 

A  lady,  80  years  of  age,  was  suddenly 
seized  with  excruciating  pain  in  the  iutea- 
tines,  accompauied  with  vomiting  of  stcrco- 
raceous  matter.  M.  liellucci,  who  saw  the 
patient  on  the  fourth  day  of  her  illness,  con- 
sidering it  a  case  of  intus  susception,  or- 
dered general  and  local  bleeding,  the  warm 
bath,  fomentations,  and  oleaginous  aperi- 
ents, but  without  any  effect  whatever.  On 
the  seventh  day,  a  dose  of  three  ounces  of 
quicksilver  was  given,  which,  after  24 
hours,  produced  copious  stools ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  a  remission  of  all  the 
symptoms  took  place,  so  that,  within  a  short 
time,  the  patient  completely  recovered*— • 
Esculaph, 
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Dft.  TVOMY. 

To  ike  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sin,— I  shall  beg  leare  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  following  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Tuomy 
to  the  professorship  of  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine in  the  School  of  physic. 

Dr.  Tuomy  was,  in  the  year  1812,  a 
fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  when 
the  College  refused  to  continue  Dr.  Whitley 
Stokes,  S.F.T.C.D.,  in  that  professorship ; 
it  was  admitted  that  the  duty  had  been  per- 
formed in  the  most  exemplary  manner,  but 
that  it  was  expedient  to  hold  an  election,  in 
order  to  ascertain  his  relative  merits,  in 
comparison  with  those  of  other  persons  who 
might  h«  candidates.  At  the  election  Dr» 
Stokes  was  tlisposessed,  and  Dr.  Tuomy  ap- 
pointed to  his  professorship  by  a  casting 
voice*  1  Cannot,  therefore,  see  that  Dr. 
Tuomy  has  any  just  ground  for  complaint, 
because  a  system  is  continued,  without  the 
adoption  of  which,  ha  could  not  have  been 
elected.  For  Dr.  Stokes  is  still  alive  and 
resident  in  Dublin,  although  he  was  not 
amongst  the  candidates  at  the  late  election. 

AniSTinis  Dubmsibnsis. 

Nor,  20,  18*8. 


INFLAMMATION  OF  VEINS. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancft. 
Sir,— Perceiving  in  your  Lancet  of  last 
week,  (No.  273,)  a  case  of  "  inflammation  j 
supervening  upon  venesection,  and  followed 
by  death/'  I  was  led  to  notice  Mr.  Law- 
rence's remark,  at  the  end  of  the  article, 
that  he  had  never  known  an  instance  where 
the  patient  recovered  in  such  a  case.  As 
you  passed  the  expression  without  com- 
ment, I  naturally  conclude  you  coincide  in 
the  remark.*  Allow  me  to  offer  you  the 
following  case  for  consideration.  In  the 
month  of  December,  182 3,  I  was  on  the 
eoast  of  Afriea,  in  the  ship  1  ,  and 
had  occasion  to  abstract  about  sixteen 
ounces  of  blood  from  the  master.  Next 
morning  h«  complained  of  a  sense  of  tight- 
ness in  the  arm,  with  lancinating  pains  ex- 
tending as  far  as  the  axilla.  On  removing 
(he  bandage,-  1  perceived  the  orifice  in  a 
Btate  of  suppuration,  with  inflammation  to  a 
considerable  extent.  In  the  course  of  the 
day,  erysipelas  extended  over  the  whole  of 
the  forenrm.  On  the  third  day  I  discovered 
a  sinus  to  have  formed  from  the  orifice  along 
the  median  basilic,  to  the  extent  of,  at  least, 
an  molt  and  a  half.  As  the  above  case  is 
from  memory,  1  cannot  give  particulars  of 
method  of  cure  ;  except  that,  by  the  appli- 

*  We  have  Men  patients  who  have  re- 
covered from  these  complaint*—  Ed.  L. 


cation  of  poultices,  with  sntorine  solutions, 
and  paying  particular  attention  to  the 
bowels,  the  patient  recovered.  He  was,  at 
the  same  time,  under  the  influence  of  mer- 
cury, which  had  been  exhibited  for  an 
affection  of  the  liver. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  VV.  Miller. 
Limehouse,  Nov.  27, 1828. 


SURGEONS  AND  "  PORES." 

Sir, — Permit  me  to  inquire  from  some  of 
your  numerous,  and  often  excellent  corre- 
spondents, answers  to  the  following  en- 
quiries. 

1st.  When  a  consultation  is  desired  by  a 
a  patient,  and,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  the 
choice  is  left  to  the  general  practitioner, 
why  does  he  select  a  "  pure  "  to  one  of  his 
own  clase  ? 

2d.  Why  does  the  "  pure,"  when  so 
consulted,  make  such  repeated  and  often 
successful  attempts  to  appropriate  the  pa- 
tent, in  order  to  introduce  a  friend  of  his 
own  ;  or,  order  the  prescription  to  be  sent 
to  some  druggist  named  by  himself] 

3d.  Why  does  the  "  pure"  seek  to 
lessen  the  general  practitioner,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  patient  and  his  friends,  by  an 
arrogaut  or  supercilious  demeanour,  by  a 
want  of  punctuality  in  keeping  his  appoint- 
ments by  desiring  that  he  may  be  again 
sent  for,  if  it  should  be  necessary  j  by  com- 
plaining of  being  consulted  too  latel  &c. 

4th.  Are  the  "  pures"  so  greatly  supe- 
rior to  the  general  practitioners,  as  to  make 
it  a  merit  on  the  part  of  the  latter  to  endure 
the  treatment  above  described  ? 

5th.  Is  it  just,  to  be  accessary  to  the  rob- 
bery of  poor  patients,  who  are  frequently 
obliged  to  pawn  their  apparel  in  order  to 
satisfy  the  rapacity  of  the  "  pure  ?" 

6th.  Is  it  politic  to  advocate  or  recom- 
mend this  misapplication  of  the  money  of 
the  patient,  who,  in  consequence  of  the  sa- 
crifices made  to  obtain  the  better  advice  (?) 
of  the  pure,  is  incapacitated  from  satisfying 
the  juster  claims  of  the  general  practi- 
tioner 1 

7th.  Were  not  the  most  conspicuous  aad 
clamorous  demandants  of  surgical  reform, 
Messrs.  Lawrence,  Tyrrel,  and  Key? 

Bth.  Is  not  this  triuity  composed  of  two 
"  neuvies"  of  the  "  worthy  baronet,"  and  an 
integral  portion  of  the  corrupt  body,  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  Lawrence  ? 

9th.  Are  the  general  practitiouers  justi- 
fied in  expecting  any  zealous  endeavours 
from  these  gentlemen,  for  ameliorating  the 
oppressed  condition  of  the  "  largest  and 
most  useful  class  1 " 

I  remain  yours,  &c. 
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ULCERATION  OF  THE  DUODENUM.— EPIDEMICS. 


ULCERATION  OF  TUB  Dt'ODENUM. 

L.  Lavrin,  seventeen  years  old,  hail,  for 
•  long  time,  been  subject  to  vague  pains  of 
the  epigastrium,  to  which,  in  the  last  six 
weeks,  diarrhoea,  loss  of  appetite,  sickness, 
and  a  great  depression  of  spirits,  had  suc- 
ceeded. On  the  10th  of  December,  1827, 
three  hours  after  a  plentiful  dinner,  he  was 
suddenly  attacked  with  a  very  vir  lent  pain, 
beginning  at  (he  region  of  the  stomach,  and 
extending,  over  the  whole  abdomen,  with 
vomiting  first,  of  what  he  had  eaten',  then  of 
mucus,  tinged  with  bile.  He  passed  the  en- 
suing night  in  a  veiy  restless  state,  and 
sufFered  excruciating  pain  ;  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  he  was  brought  into  the  hospi- 
tal ;  his  countenance  was  very  pale,  and  in- 
dicative of  great  distress ;  the  extremities 


were  cold ;  the  skin  covered  with  a  cold 


the  pulse  waa  small,  and  very  fre- 
qnent ;  the  abdomen  tense,  and  extremely 
painful;  the  tongue  bloodless  and  moist; 
there  was  frequent  vemiting  of  bilious  matter. 
Forty  leeches,  and  emollient  fomentations, 
were  applied  to  the  abdomen,  but  the  pa- 
tient expired  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day.  The  abdominal  cavity  waa  found  to 
be  filled  with  air,  and  a  serous,  reddish,  very 
foetid  liquid ;  the  peritoneum  was  injected 
and  thickened  ;  the  intestinal  circumvolu- 
tions slightly  adherent  to  each  other,  and  to 
the  peritoneum.  The  mucous  membrane  of 
the  stomach  was  healthy;  at  the  beginning 
of  the  duodenum,  very  close  to  the  pylorus, 
the  intestinal  canal  was  perforated  by  au 
ulcer  about  the  third  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
of  an  oval  form,  and  with  its  edges  adhering 
to  the  peritoneum,  which,  in  this  part,  was 
of  a  greyish  colour,  and  ulcerated.  Near  to 
this  perforation  another  nicer  of  the  duotle- 
Hum  was  discovered,  of  nearly  the  same 
size,  but  having  no  communication  with  the 
peritoneal  cavity.—  Joura,  Unhers. 


LITERARY  NOTICE. 

ORIOIN  AND  CUUE  OF  tl'IDEMIC  DISORDERS 

Dr.  Forster,  of  Chelmsford,  has  sent 
to  press,  and  will  publish,  in  a  few  weeks, 
an  "  Essay  on  the  Origin  of  that  Large 
Class  of  Disorders  which  are  called  Epi- 
demics." The  Essay  proposes  to  treat 
them  as  having  a  two-fold  cause,  viz.,  1st, 
The"  exciting  cause,  which  resides  in  the 
peculiar  constitution  of  the  atmosphere  ai 
the  time,  in  the  production  of  which,  elec- 
trical causes  have  a  great  share.  This  con- 
stitutes the  mysterious  to  Of  toy  of  the  G  reeks, 
and  is  the  atmospherical  or  epidemic  pvium 
of  the  moderns :  its  vaiielies  produced  by 
malaria,  and  their  corresponding  actions,  as 
specific  simulants,  are  numerous.  2d,  The 
prodisponent   causes,   which   consist  in 


varieties  of  constitution,  temperament,  and 
habits  of  life.  The  work  will  be  inter- 
spersed with  numerous  cases,  illustrating 
the  variety,  the  symptoms,  and  the  corre- 
sponding treatment  of  epidemics,  the  result 
of  many  years'  research;  and  the  Essuy  on 
the  mode  of  preserving  lanlthiu  pestilential 
seasons,  will  be  appended,  in  which  will  be 
shown,  the  reinarkuble  coincidence  between 
the  opinions  of  Hippocrates  and  Galen,  and 
those  of  certain  modern  practitioners,  cele- 
brated for  the  simplicity  of  their  practice, 
and  the  adoption  of  the  antiphlogistic  treat- 
ment in  fever. 
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,^d*1iv£iikd  at  ocy's  Hospital  bv 
DR.  BLUNDELL. 

LiCTUfcK  VII. 

In  general,  I  have  said,  animals  are  sex- 
ual,  and  vegetables  hermaphrodite  ;  but  this 
is  not  constant.  Animal  hermaphrodites 
usually  unite,  and  there  is  double  impreg- 
nation ;  snails  and  worms  are  examples  of 
this. 

The  perpetuation  of  the  species,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  individual,  being,  appa- 
rently, with  the  great  Designer,  objects  of 
first  interest,  all  living  beings  appear  to 
"be  formed  mentally  and  bodily,  (if  1  may  be 
allowed  the  expressions,)  in  relation  to  these 
great  ends ;  and  bearing  these  two  princi- 
ples in  mind,  we  may  comprehend  much 
of  the  wherefore  of  a  great  deal  which 
strikes  the  attention  in  the  make,  the  in- 
stinct, the  dispositions,  and  other  quali- 
ties of  living  beings.  The  conspicuous 
changes  which  the  system  undergoes,  in 
both  sexes,  at  the  age  of  puberty,  is  a  sub- 
ject of  common  observation  ;  and  the  illus- 
trious Harvey  has  described  the  metamor- 
phosis, which  changes  the  girlish  form  into 
the  perfection  of  womanly  grace  and  beauty, 
with  a  delicacy  and  a  classic  elegance, 
which  may  well  deter  his  successors  from 
the  attempt.  When  vegetables  propagate, 
they  form  their  blossoms,  and  appear  like 
animals,  in  all  their  dignity  and  glory.  When 
insects  prepare  for  the  formation  of  the  new 
structures,  their  previous  changes  are  truly 
astonishing ;  the  unsightly  and  unwieldy 
grub  becomes  decorated  with  all  the  colours 
and  the  splendours  of  insect  elegance,  aud 
the  butterfly,  rising  on  new-formed  piuions, 
so  light  and  airy,  that  the  poet  and  the 

No,  276. 


srtist  hare  winged  the  soul  with  such— 
with  its  little  heart  full  of  gaiety  and  glad- 
ness, frolics  forth  in  search  of  its  com- 
panion, to  perform  its  last  office  in  the  eco- 
nomy of  nature,  being  often  destined,  like 
other  victims  of  passion,  to  perish  at  the 
shrine.  I  believe  it  is  agreed,  on  all  hands, 
that  the  transformations  of  the  larva  into  the 
winged  insect,  are,  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  class,  designed  merely  to  adorn  and 
fit  them  for  the  formation  of  the  new  struc- 
tures; and  nature,  with  something  more 
than  a  quakerly  attention  to  sobriety  and  de- 
cency, seems  to  have  taken  a  pleasure  in 
lavishly  adorning  the  bridegroom  and  the 
bride. 

Though  one  highly  respects  the  worthy 
character  of  Dr.  Denman,  one  cannot  forbear 
smiling,  when  he  speaks  of  the  perpetual 
capability  of  producing,  during  the  flourish- 
ing period  of  life,  as  a  providential  comfort, 
the  peculiar  blessing  of  our  species — on 
which  he  seems  to  dwell  with  honest  feel- 
ings of  gratitude  and  complacency.  In  this 
remark  of  Denman,  however,  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  truth.  Human  generation 
seems  to  know  no  annual  variation  ;  but 
animals  and  vegetables,  almost  all  of  them, 
after  puberty,  propagate  at  certain  sea- 
sous  only  ;  in  spring,  summer,  autumn,  or 
winter,  once  or  twice  in  the  year,  or  oftener, 
and  the  genitals  undergo  a  periodical  deve- 
lopment for  the  purpose.  Although,  how- 
ever, that  the  human  female  has  periodical 
aptitude  may  certainly  be  denied,  yet  I 
have  sometimes  thought  that  there  is  some- 
thing genial  in  the  spring-season,  and  we  all 
koow,  that  of  the  vernal  months,  May,  per- 
haps, is  the  one  which  may  put  in  the  fairest 
claim  to  be  the  emblem  of  the  blooming 
virgin. 

When  the  genital  system  is  once  prepared, 
by  numerous  expedients,  Nuture,  never  at 
a  loss,  accomplishes  the  mixture  of  the  two 
ubatauces.  She  entices — she  impels — she 
forces  ;  in  the  instance  of  vegetables,  she 
employs  the  ministry  of  intermediate  agents; 
and  a  shower — or  a  breeze — or  the  busy 
flight  of  insects— accommodated  perhaps, 
without  being  conscious  of  it,  with  some 
pretty  contrivance,  generated  for  this  ex- 
press purpose ;  these,  and  other  accidents. 
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are,  one  way  or  other,  furnishing  our  wise 
parent  with  the  means  by  which  she  accom- 
plishes an  object  all  dear  to  her  heart — the 
perpetuation  of  her  living  beings.  Bees 
and  butterflies  are  sad  go-betweens. 

When  animals  are  divided  into  sexes,  and 
perhaps  under  hermaphroditism  toe,  nature 
brings  the  two  parts  of  the  genital  apparatus 
together  by  means  of  impulses  to  which  the 
human  mind  is  no  stranger,  and  the  study 
of  which  in  ourselves  may,  1  think,  serve 
to  give  us  the  best  idea  of  the  nature  of 
those  strange  impulses  in  animals  called 
instincts — impulses  which  drive  an  animal, 
by  pain  or  pleasure,  upon  a  course  of  action, 
without  any  regard  to  its  end.  Adam,  ac- 
cording to  our  great  poet,  ruiued  the  whole 
human  race,  his  children,  for  the  love  of 
our  first  mother :  this  was  pretty  well. 
A  frog,  says  Blumenbach,  will  continue  to 
impregnate  the  ova,  even  after  removal  of 
its  head  :  this  is  better  still.  The  strength 
of  the  sexual  necessitv  is,  in  some  parts  of 


Mr.  Hallum,  of  a  drummer,  who,  when  he 
knew  the  haunt  of  a  wild  animal,  (as  the 
otter,  for  example,)  he  had  a  certain  secret, 
by  which  he  could,  on  lying  near,  bring  the 
creature  forth  about  his  person,  disarmed  of 
much  of  its  ferocity,  and  suffering  itself  to 
be  hauled  end  bandied  with  impunity. 
Like  Daniel  in  the  den,  he  seemed  to  pos- 
sess a  protection  against  brute  violence:  now, 
seducing  as  these  fellows  are  to  animals,  so 
seducing  our  own  females,  if  we  axe  youth- 
ful and  unguarded,  may  become  to  ourselves ; 
and  it  was  this  reflection  which  first  led  me 
to  think,  what  I  feel  persuaded  will  not 
be,  hereafter,  found  erroneous — I  mean, 
that  the  whole  of  this  power  depends  upon 
sexual  instincts.  These  influences,  I  con- 
ceive, contain  within  them  the  principle 
which  fascinates  the  serpent — which  se- 
duces the  rat— which  tames,  for  a  time, 
and  equally,  the  otter  or  the  tiger,  and 
which,  among  our  own  species,  has  made 
both  old  and  young  play  the  fool  in  all  ages- 


animal  nature,  truly  astonishing  ;  nor  is  it  namfuit  ante  HeUnam  mulier  teterrima  belli 
weak  in  our  own  race.   The  emanation  of!  causa.  Dinah  first,  and  Helen  afterwards.  In 


love,  a  feeling  so  refined  and  delicate,  from 
instincts  so  coarse  and  vehement,  might  re- 
mind the  imaginative  of  the  transformation 
of  the  evil  spirit  into  the  semblance  of  a 
beautiful  angel ;  while  the  more  sober  and 
useful  naturalist  may  probably  bethink  him 
of  the  metamorphosis  of  the  caterpillar  into 
the  volatile  and  airy  being  to  which  it  is  in- 
debted for  its  existence.  It  is  by  the  touch, 
ear,  and  eyes,  in  part,  that  these  feelings 
become  excited  among  men,  but  princi pally, 


the  well  known  Chanson,  "  We  all  love,"  &c, 
a  very  great  physiological  truth  is  contained. 
Accordingly  I  have  learnt,  respecting  the 
man  above  mentioned,  that  lie  was  accus- 
tomed to  get  and  keep  by  him,  in  some 
mode  of  preparation  or  other,  the  genitals 
and  bladders  of  the  females  of  different  ani- 
mals, during  heat,  and  mixing  this  into  a 
sort  of  pulp,  he  formed  out  of  this  mess  the 
delicious  sop  by  which  Cerberus  was  tamed. 
"  Chacun  a  ses  gouts."  A  putrid  carcase  is, 
perhaps,  by  the  eyes,  (hence  the  advantage  to  a  blue-bottle  fly,  abed  of  roses.  House- 
of  being  short-sighted,)  for  the  graces  do  breakers,  probably,  silence  dogs  on  these 


not  find  love  blind  ;  but  when  they  bind, 
they  bandage  him.  In  animals,  too,  the  ear 


principles. 

Bats  are  fond  of  oil  of  rhodium,  and  cats 


and  eye  have  their  influence — uritque  videndo  are  delighted  with  the  smell  of  valerian.  I 
femina  ;  but  in  them  the  sexual  instinct  is!  suspect  when  oils,&c,  are  used  as  irresisti- 
brought  into  operation  frequently  by  the  ac- 1  ble  baits  to  animals,  it  is  because  their 


tion  of  a  very  different  sense,  in  the  males 
especially,  and  this  sense  is  the  smell. 

In  the  agreeable  fictions  of  mythology, 
Cupid,  like  Bacchus,  is  sometimes  mounted 
on  the  tiger.  Different  beings  are  diffe- 
rently  armed,  and  the  bull  has  his  horn,  and 
the  pole-cat  his  scent,  and  the  viper  his 
tooth,  and  the  scribbler  his  slander.  *fhe 
fairer  part  of  our  species  is,  too,  defended, 
hut  by  a  different  weapon  ;  and  some  two 
thousand  years  before  the  birth  of  Moore, 
Anacreoa,  in  softened  numbers,  told  to  the 
world  the  irresistible  influences  of  female 
beauty.  The  Indians,  I  am  informed,  can 
fascinate  the  most  poisonous  seqients  ;  and 
rat-catchers,  in  our  own  country,  it  is  well 
known,  can  wheedle  these  animals  on  to 
their  destruction.  The  more  knowing  of 
these  fellows  will,  I  am  told,  lie  at  length  on 
the  floor,  and,  with  some  preliminary  mea- 
sures or  other,  bring  all  the  vermin  from 
their  haunts  about  them.  I  have  been  told  by 


smell  resembles  that  of  the  sexes.  In  all 
this  we  may  see  a  new  and  powerful  system 
of  means  for  getting  a  control  over  brutes, 
and,  in  a  temporary  way  at  least,  of  bending 
them  to  our  will.  Of  all  baits,  I  think, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  during  the  heat, 
and  for  male  animals  especially,  none  would 
prove  so  alluring  and  intoxicating  as  the 
sexual  scents,  and  they*  might  he  artificially 
compounded.  Galen  and  Rabelais  knew 
something  of  this  secret.  But  time  forbids 
me  to  enlarge. 


Signs  of  Pregnancy,  and  meant  of 

tlut  period  when  Gestation  will  close. 

The  most  certain  mode,  gentlemen,  of 
knowing  whether  a  woman  be  in  a  state  of 
gestation  or  not,  is  by  waiting  till  the  term 
of  nine  months  is  completed,  when,  unless 
the  pregnancy  be  extra-uterine,  or  unless 
there  occur  some  of  those  extraordinary  and 
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rare  prolongation!  which  have  sometimes 
been  made  tbe  subject  of  physiological  or 
forensic  litigation,  the  uterus  contain  an 
ovum,  it  will  be  expelled.    It  not  unfre- 


so  that,  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
day,  they  ore  well  enough,  but  when  they 
rise,  or  even  sit,  in  the  morning,  erect 
in  the  bed,  if  1  may  confide  in  reports, 


quently  happens,  however,  and  I  have  met  I  both  retching  and  nausea  are  produced.  In 
with  such  instances  myself,  that  women,  cases  like  these,  a  little  mucus  and  gastric 
from  various  causes,  are  exceedingly  anxi-  juice  only  are.  expelled  from  the  stomach, 
ous,  m  the  earlier,  or  middle,  or  latter  and  not  an  ill-digested  chyme,  this  proving, 
months,  to  know  whether  they  are  or  not !  apparently,  that  the  disease  is  not  to  be 
pregnant  ;  and  hence  the  accoucheur  has  J  ascribed  to  dyspepsia,  but  rather  to  gastric 
been  led  to  bring  together  a  variety  of  signs,  I  irritability.  If,  therefore,  a  woman,  previ. 
by  which  the  decision  of  this  question  may  ously  exposed  to  the  cause  of  gestation, 
be  effected.  j  nor  wanting  the  other  si^ns,  is  seized  sud- 

The  indications  of  pregnancy,  in  number  denly  with  retchings,  nausea,  and  vomitings, 
not  a  few,  may  be  commodiously  divided  i  seizing  her  morning  after  morning  when 
into  three  clashes  ;  of  tlio3e,  I  mean,  which  !  she  quits  her  bed,  or  even  when  she  takes 
are  of  ordinary  occurrence  ;  of  those,  again,!  the  sedentary  posture,  there  can  be  little 
which  are  rare,  or  anomalous ;  and  of  those, '  doubt  that  all  this  is  the  result  of  gestation, 
lastly,  common  indeed  to  all  women,  but  and  the  sign  becomes  of  no  small  value, 
which  may  be  ascertained  solely  by  means  j  In  the  earlier  months  of  gestation,  say  in 
of  a  careful  manual  examination  ;  and,  the  first  two  or  three,  when  the  embryo  is 


first,  we  will  consider  those  signs  of  more 
frequent  occurrence,  to  be  ascertained,  in  a 
grreat  measure,  from  mere  verbal  inquiry. 
If  n  patient  apply  to  me,  anxious  to  know 
whether  she  is  in  a  state  of  gestation  or  not, 


small,  as  in  some  of  the  glasses  on  the 
table,  the  movements  of  the  foetus,  of  course, 
cannot  be  felt,  but  in  the  middle  and  latter 
months,  when  the  foetus  becomes  large  and 
strong,  its  movements  are  readily  perceived 


one  of  the  first  questions  I  propose  is — have  by  the  mother.  Now,  where  the  motions  of 
you  any  feeling  of  bearing,  together  with  a'a  child  are,  as  they  frequently  are  through- 


sort  of  irritation  about  the  bladder  or  the 
rectum,  but  more  especially  about  the  blad- 
der? For,  in  consequence  of  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  uterus,  and  of  its  descent  into 
the  pelvis,  and  of  that  increased  action  ap- 
proaching to  the  inflammatory  occurring  in 
the  womb  and  the  parts  contiguous,  it  not 
unfrequently  happens,  in  the  earlier  months 


out  the  whole  of  the  pregnancy,  obscure  and 
infrequent,  they  become  of  small  value, 
as  an  indication  of  pregnancy,  even  though 
the  woman  have  had  a  large  family,  and 
though,  judging  from  this  symptom,  she  per- 
suades herself  that  she  is  pregnant.  I  know 
an  instance  of  a  lady,  possessing  more  than 
average  intelligence,  the  mother  of  twelve 


that  micturition,  and  some  little  obstruction  children,  who  was  led,  by  these  abdominal 
of  the  bladder,  together  with  bearings,  are  '  movements,  into  an  erroneous  persuasion 


prod 


luce 


!  that  she  was  pregnant  again  ;  for  spasms  of 


From  a  variety  of  canses,  an  enlarge- !  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  flutters  of  the 
ment  of  the  lower  limbs  of  the  dropsical  i  bowels,  may  now  and  then  be  mistaken  for 
kind  occurs ;  in  some  women  especially, '  the  movements  of  a  child.  You  ought, 
this  enlargement,  whether  of  the  one  or  both  ;  moreover,  not  to  be  ignorant  that  some 
limbs,  is  apt  to  be  produced  in  the  earlier  or  i  women  possess  the  power  of  stimulating 


subsequent  months  of  gestation.  If,  there 
fore,  a  patient  suppose  herself  to  be  in  the 
earlier  months  of  pregnancy,  you  ought  al- 
ways to  ascertain  whether  the  lower  limbs 
are  oedematous  or  not ;  and  if  your  patient, 
previously  in  good  health,  has  this  oedema 
of  the  lower  limbs  unexpectedly,  and  in 
considerable  degree  together,  with  the  other 
signs  of  gestation,  you  may  then  consider 
this,  too,  as  a  sign  indicative  of  pregnancy, 
and,  indeed,  as  one  of  no  small  value. 

It  is  obvious  that  you  must  not  hastily 
conclude  that  a  woman  is  pregnant,  merely 
because  she  is  attached  with  vomitings  and 
retchings  in  the  mornings,  inasmuch  as 
these  retchings  and  vomitings  in  women,  aa 
in  ourselves,  may  be  produced  by  a  variety 
of  other  causes.  Pregnancy  occurring,  how- 
ever, women,  perfectly  well  before,  are 
sometimes  seized  with  morning  sickness, 
attended  with  retchings  and  vomitings ; 


the  foetal  movements,  by  the  action  cf  the 
abdominal  muscles,  as  I  am  informed,  so 
exactly,  that  even  an  experienced  accou- 
cheur might  be  deceived.  By  women  of 
intrigue,  this  piece  of  slight  may  be  abused. 
A  woman,  who  possessed  considerable  skill 
of  this  kind,  formerly  exhibited  her  talents 
in  this  town  for  hire  ;  she  was  visited  by 
Lowder,  Mackenzie,  and  some  other  cele- 
brated accoucheurs  of  the. day,  and,  nft?r 
satisfying  themselves  that  the  womb  was 
not  enlarged,  they  made  the  uscal  exami- 
nation of  the  abdomen,  when  they  all  agreed, 
that  the  movement  was  so  exactly  analmous 
to  that  of  a  iVrtus,  that  no  distinction  could 
be  clearly  made  out ;  adding,  that  if  no  in- 
ternal examination  had  been  made,  they 
should,  judging  from  this  only,  have  satis- 
lied  themselves  that  the  woman  was  with 
child.  Should  it  be  your  duty,  then,  to  ex- 
amine a  woman,  who  not  only  has  her  rea- 
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sons  for  supposing  that  she  is  pregnant, 

but  who  finds  her  interest  in  this  supposi- 
tion, be  on  your  guard  aguiust  this  simula- 
tion. These  cases,  however,  are  not  fre- 
quent, and,  in  general,  it  is  sufficient  to  re- 
collect, that  when  the  motions  of  the  child 
are  somewhat  obscure,  but  little  reliance 
is  to  be  placed  on  them  as  a  sign  of  preg- 
nancy,  even  where  women  are  perfectly  ho- 
nest ;  but  where  the  child  is  very  turbulent, 
and  its  motions  are  of  consequence  both 
frequent  and  violent,  the  sign  becomes  so 
strongly  marked,  and  so  decisive,  that  with- 
out looking  any  further,  you  may  venture 
to  infer  that  gestation  is  undoubtedly  be- 
gun. * 

When  women  are  pregnant,  there  is  al- 
ways, in  the  middle  and  latter  months,  an 
enlargement  of  the  abdomen,  greater  where 
the  hollow  in  the  back  is  deep,  less  conspi- 
cuous when  it  is  shallower— observed,  how- 
ever, in  all  when  pregnant,  more  especially 
in  the  end  of  gestation.  You  are  all  aware, 
no  doubt,  that  from  a  great  variety  of  other 
causes  than  pregnancy,  abdominal  enlarge- 
ment may  be  produced,  so  as  to  render  this 
enlargement,  to  the  inexperienced,  a  very 
uncertain  sign  ;  from  air,  from  fat,  from 
water,  from  a  diseased  growth  of  the  vis- 
cera, an  intumescence  may  arise,  and  the 
appearance  of  pregnancy  may  be  deceptive- 
ly produced.  From  the  enlargement  of  the 
abdomen,  however,  the  more  expert  ac- 
coucheur may  often  form  a  very  just  opinion 
as  to  whether  the  woman  be  pregnant  or 
not,  provided  he  proceed  with  due  caution. 

The  form  of  the  tumour,  as  observed  by 
the  eye,  is  of  no  small  importance,  and  1 
would  advise  you  to  acquire,  from  observa- 
tion, a  correct  idea  of  it ;  nor  must  we 
forget  its  situation,  lying  in  front  of  the 
abdominal  cavity,  and  occupying  the  lower 
and  middle  parts.  Swellings  from  air,  being 
very  elastic,  always  yield  under  the  conti- 
nued pressure  of  the  hand,  and  may  be 
urged  from  one  part  of  the  abdomen  to  the 
other,  and  allow  the  fingers  to  sink  deep 
upon  the  spine  ;  but  the  intumescence  of 
pregnancy  is  firm  and  unyielding.  The 
intestines,  too,  frequently  gurgle  when  the 
enlargement  is  from  gas,  and,  though  some- 
times lasting  for  weeks  together,  tympanitis 
is  frequently  fugacious,  appearing  and  va- 
nishing in  the  compass  of  a  few  hours. 
Swellings  from  water  undulate  more  or  less 
distinctly  when  struck  with  the  hand  ;  but, 
unless  tliere  be  a  disteuded  bladder,  or  a 
dropsical  womb,  in  pregnancy,  no  fluctua- 
tion can  be  felt.  An  enlargement  from  fat 
is  not  topical,  hut  diffuses  itself  over  the 
whole  body  ;  in  the  limbs,face,and  haunches, 
it  may  more  especially  be  detected.  The 
diseased  and  solid  growth  of  the  viscera  is 
a  work  of  much  time,  but  the  enlargement 
of  pregnancy  is  rapid ;  so  that  we  may  often 


distinguish  between  the  swellings  which 
arise  from  these  two  causes,  by  ascertaining 
the  time  that  they  have  been  observed  to 
subsist.  In  a  word,  mere  abdominal  intu- 
mescence is  but  an  equivocal  indication  of 
pregnancy ;  but,  by  ascertaining  its  age,  its 
firmness,  its  want  of  fluctuation,  its  seat 
in  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  the  form  which, 
it  assumes,  we  may,  in  general,  distinguish 
such  swelling  from  those  various  morbid 
enlargements  which  arise  from  air,  water, 
fat,  or  the  diseased  growth  of  the  viscera,  or 
from  the  operation  of  these  causes  combined. 

After  women  have  suckled,  you  cannot, 
in  general,  judge  a  subsequent  pregnancy  by 
the  breast,  but  where  they  are  pregnant  for 
the  first  time,  and,  in  general,  it  is  then  that 
they  are  most  anxious  for  information — from 
the  increase  of  the  size  of  the  breast,  from 
a  certain  fulness  and  tenderness,  and  an 
approach  to  inflammation,  and,  now  and 
then,  from  a  secretion,  of  a  fluid,  serous, 
milky,  or  mixed  character,  you  may  form 
a  notion  whether  gestation  be  or  not  begun. 
There  are  some  women  in  whom,  before 
pregnancy,  the  breasts  are  remarkably 
small,  and  whose  breasts  become  twice  or 
three  times  as  large,  or  even  larger,  after 
gestation  begins.  Now,  when  these  sud- 
den enlargements,  and  other  changes,  super- 
vene in  first  pregnancy,  and  this  after  the 
patient  has  been  exposed  to  the  cause  of 
gestation,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
pregnancy  is  begun.  You  must  not,  how- 
ever, hastily  conclude  that  a  woman  is  preg- 
nant, merely  because  she  has  an  enlargement 
of  the  breasts ;  she  may  be  getting  very  cor- 
pulent after  her  marriage,  and  the  breasts 
may  be  enlarging  in  common  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  body.  Enlargement  of  this  kind, 
however,  is  known  easily  enough,  by  the  con- 
comitant increase  of  the  hips,  face,  and  limbs. 
Again,  you  must  not  hastily  infer  that  a 
woman  is  pregnant,  merely  because  she  has 
a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  about  the  breasts ; 
for,  if  she  suspect  pregnancy,  and  is  often 
handling  the  mamm<e,  she  may,  in  this  man- 
uer,  cause  them  to  become  irritable  and  ten- 
der, as,  in  young  females,  they  frequently 
are  prone  to  be ;  nay,  secretion  itself  may 
thus  be  produced.  Again,  you  should  not 
infer  there  is  pregnancy,  merely  because 
there^is  a  secretion  of  milk.  I  remember  a 
woman,  in  this  hospital,  who  had  milk  in 
her  breasts,  and  who  had  not  had  a  child 
for  three  years,  nor  had  she  been  suckling 
for  a  length  of  time  before  ;  yet  in  this 
woman,  whom  I  examined,  at  the  request  of 
the  officers  of  the  hospital,  the  milk  formed 
so  copiously,  that  when  the  breast  was 
pressed,  the  milk  oozed  freely  forth  ;  and 
yet  I  satisfied  myself,  most  unequivocally, 
that  she  was  not  with  child.  In  the  Ethio- 
pian variety  of  mankind,  the  genitals  are 
very  active  j  and  my  friend,  Dr.  Chupman, 
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gave  me  the  case  of  a  negress  of  Detnerara, 
who,  after  hep  pregnancy,  formed  milk  for 
twenty  years  together. 

Again,  about  the  age  of  five-and-forty, 
sterility  supervenes,  the  catamenia  ceasing 
to  flow,  and  frequently,  at  this  period,  ful- 
ness, pain,  and  some  enlargement  of  the 
breasts,  take  place  ;  and  therefore  it  is  ob- 
viously necessary  that  the  accoucheur  should 
guard  against  delusion  in  these  cases,  and 
the  rather,  because  it  has  repeatedly  occur- 
red. A  woman,  perhaps,  marries  at  two-and- 
forty,  and  is  anxious  to  have  children ;  and 
the  catamenia  cease,  and  the  abdomen  be- 
comes tympanitic,  and  the  bosom  is  swelled 
and  uneasy,  and  she  supposes  herself  to  be 
pregnaut;  and  she  engages  her  nurse,  and 
she  cozens  her  accoucheur,  and  she  receives 
the  gratulations  of  her  friends ;  and  she  con- 
sults about  caps  and  long  petticoats  ;  and  she 
hopes  it  will  be  a  boy  ;  and  she  gets  laughed 
at  for  her  pains ; — though  1  must  add  here, 
that  I  think  the  ridicule  is  a  little  unfeeling. 

To  bring  my  observations  to  a  point  here, 
if  a  woman  have  had  no  child  before,  if  she 
have  been  exposed  to  impregnation — if  she 
have  also  the  other  signs  of  gestation — if 
the  breasts  double  their  size — if  the  en- 
largement be  knobular,  and  not  from  fat — if 
there  be  secretion,  tenderness,  pains,  then 
the  enlargement  of  the  breasts  is  to  be 
looked  upon  as  a  very  valuable  indication  of 
pregnancy  ;  but  where  the  enlargement  is 
obscure,  when  the  patient  is  very  corpulent ; 
when  the  woman  has  suckled  a  huge  fa- 
mily, and  the  breasts  have  been  brought 
under  a  great  deal  of  action;  when,  again, 
the  patient  is  about  45,  the  catamenia 
being  likely  to  cease,  and  the  breasts  likely 
to  sympathise  with  the  cessation,  the  indi- 
cations of  the  breast  cannot  be  safely  relied 
on.  Some  ladies  remain  at  five-and-thirty 
for  half  a  score  of  years  or  so.  Time  and 
tide  wait  for  no  man ;  but,  with  women, 
e'est  une  autre  affaire. 

If  you  examiue  the  nipple  in  either  sex, 
you  will  frequently  find  round  it  a  disco- 
louration of  the  skin,  and  this  circular 
discolouration  of  the  skin,  sometimes  dis- 
tinguished by  a  Tosy  tint,  and  sometimes 
by  its  being  of  the  same  colour  with  the 
contiguous  skin,  but  lighter,  constitutes 
what  is  called  the  areola,  a  part  which,  in 
consequence  of  pregnancy,  is  liable  to  be« 
come  changed,  even  from  the  first ;  for  when 
a  woman  becomes  pregnaut,  the  areola  may 
become  broader  and  darker  than  it  was  be- 
fore, and  may,  too,  undergo,  u  complete 
change  of  colour,  the  rosy  or  cutaneous  tint 
becoming  converted  into  a  coppery  red,  or 
a  dark  mahogany  brown.  The  change  of 
the  areola  I  Bhould  recommend  you  to  study 
with  attention  ;  and  the  best  mode  of  stu- 
dying this,  is  not  by  reading  or  hearing, 
but  by  inspecting  for  yourselves.  ^Yhen 


[yon  are  attending  easel  in  town,  for  in* 
stance,  I  would  recommend  you  to  take 
every  proper  opportunity  of  examining  the 
areola ;  this  you  may  do,  on  many  occasions, 
without  much  exposure  of  tho  bosom,  and, 
moreover,  you  will  have  occasion  often  to 
notice  the  areola,  when  the  child  is  applied 
to  the  breast.  The  changes  of  the  areola  I 
have  studied  with  a  good  deal  of  attention, 
both  for  your  advantage  and  my  own,  and  I 
find  that  they  may  be  distinguished  into 
three  varieties,  numerically  discriminated 
according  to  their  degree.  Now,  when  the 
|  alteration  of  the  areola  rises  to  the  highest 
point;  wheu  this  part  becomes  broad  and 
I  dark,  and  embrowned  in  fullest  measure, 
more  especially  when  pale,  before,  perhaps, 
it  changes  to  a  deep  brown,  so  dark,  that  it 
I  reminds  one  of  the  skin  of  the  negro,  the 
I  indication  of  the  areola  ought  to  have  great 
weight,  at  least,  in  a  first  pregnancy.  By 
'  this  indication  alone,  pregnancy  has  been  not 
infrequently  detected.  More  than  once  I 
have  thus  discovered  it  myself ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  the  areola  is  changed  in 
the  first  or  second  degree  only,  its  indica- 
tions are  of  little  value.  And  when  a  wo- 
man has  had  a  large  family  before,  even 
though  the  areola  be  changed  in  fullest  man- 
ner, no  certain  reliance  can  be  placed  upon 
the  sign  ;  for  experience  shows  that  the 
smaller  changes  are  indecisive,  and  when 
there  has  been  pregnancy  before,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  decide  whether  changes  in  the 
highest  degree  are  to  be  attributed  to  the 
operation  of  a  fresh  pregnancy,  or  the  re- 
maining effect  of  those  which  have  preceded* 
To  be  short,  the  areola  may,  now  and  then, 
deceive,  when  you  think  that  there  is  most 
cause  to  rely  on  it ;  but  (allowance  made  for 
anomalies)  if  the  change  be  in  full  degree — 
if  there  have  been  no  pregnancy  before— if 
the  eye  of  the  observer  be  experienced — if 
the  other  signs  of  gestation  attend — the  in- 
dications of  tho  areola  are  deserving  of  a 
very  confident  reliance  ;  not  to  add,  that  in 
many  cases  pregnancy  may  be  detected  by 
the  areolar  changes  alone,  and  they  havo 
the  advantage  of  manifesting  themselves 
very  early  in  gestation. 

A  girl,  some  years  ago,  I  was  requested  to 
interrogate,  and,  upon  examining  the  areola, 
I  declared  her  to  be  pregnant ;  this  6he  at 
first  averred  was  impossible,  but  soon  satis- 
fied that  I  kuew  a  little  more  about  it  than 
she  was  at  first  aware,  she  altered  her 
tone,  and  three  or  four  months  afterwards, 
delivery  occurred.  In  St.  Thomas's  Hospi- 
tal, I  was  also  requested  to  interrogate  a 
woman  ;  she  resolutely  denied  her  preg- 
nancy, but  the  indications  of  the  areola  put 
the  matter  beyond  doubt;  and  when  I 
made  an  internal  investigation,  I  could  dis- 
tinctly feel  the  head  of  the  child  through 
the  uterus.  The  woman  was  delivered 
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within  one  or  two  mouths  afterwards.  I 

was  once  requested  to  interrogate  a  young 
lady  of  much  talent  and  accomplishment, 
and  great  foroe  of  feeling.  On  examining 
the  areola,  I  was  at  once  convinced  of  her 
gestation,  but  as  she  denied  the  possibility, 
and  would  really  have  attested  the  throne 
of  heaven  and  him  that  sits  upon  it,  had  I 
not  entreated  her  to  be  silent ;  an  internal 
examination  was  made,  when  1  found  the  os 
uteri  was  opening,  and  the  head  of  the  child 
was  distinctly  observable  ;  parturition  after- 
wards takiug*  place  in  the  courte  of  three  or 
four  days.  I  really  once  saw  a  woman  ac- 
tually in  labour,  who  persisted,  neverthe- 
less, that  she  could  not  be  pregnant ;  and  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  remark  here,  once 
for  all,  that  in  points  of  this  kind,  the  asse- 
verations of  the  ladies  ought  to  have  no 
weight  whatever ;  nor,  indeed,  when  a  de- 
nial is  giveu,  ought  these  asseverations  to 
be  called  for,  especially  in  the  presence  of 
a  third  person.  Women  seem  to  have  a 
sort  of  instinctive  feeling,  that  interroga- 
tions of  this  kind  no  man  has  a  light  to  pro- 
pose to  them,  and  of  consequence,  that  in 
answering  such  impertinence  they  may  say, 
and  with  solemnity  too,  what  they  please. 
Are  the  ladies  the  only  persons  who  tell 
grave  falsehoods  1 

The  seat  of  the  areola  ia  the  rete  muco 
sum,  so  that  in  removing  the  rete  you  re- 
move the  areola  too.  In  one  of  these  two 
breasts,  the  areola  is  conspicuous ;  but  it  is 
wanting  in  the  other,  for  the  rete  mucosum 
has  been  abstracted. 

Pregnancy  occurring,  the  catamenia,  or 
that  periodical  flow  from  the  uterus  which  is 
observed  every  three  or  four  weeks,  is  arrest- 
ed ;  and  I  believe  it  is  commonly  from  this 
sign  that  women  judge  for  themselves  whe- 
ther they  are  in  a  state  of  gestation  or 
not.  The  catamenia  appearing  month  after 
month,  on  a  certain  day  of  the  week,  for 
commonly  they  appear  every  four  weeks, 
the  patient  is  exposed,  at  length,  to  the 
causes  of  gestation,  when  the  catemenia 
cease  to  flow,  and  they  infer  that  pregnancy 
is  begun,  nor  is  it  often  that  tbey  find  them- 
selves deceived.  Recollect,  however,  that 
in  judging  of  pregnancy  from  the  retention 
or  suppression  of  the  catamenia,  you  must 
bear  in  mind  the  following  considerations. 
In  dubious  cases,  you  must  distinguish 
between  the  suppression  of  disease,  and 
the  suppression  which  is  to  be  ascribed 
to  gestation  ;  the  absence  or  the  presence  of 
the  other  signs  will,  in  general,  enable  you  | 
to  make  your  diagnosis  here.  It  is  to  be  re- 
membered, too,  that  about  the  forty -fifth 
year  the  catamenia  cease,  independently  of 
disease  ;  earlier,  however,  in  some  women, 
and  later  in  others.  Now,  at  this  time,  as 
before  intimated,  there  may  be  abdominal 
tympanitis,  together  with  some  enlarge- 


j  ment  and  tenderness  of  the  mamma*  ;  so 
that  in  cases  of  this  kind,  where  there  is  au 
enlargement  of  the  abdomen,  irritation  of 
the  breast,  and  suppression  of  the  cata- 
menia, the  patient  may  deceive  both  her- 
self and  you.  In  dubious  cases,  muuual 
examination  alone  may  decide ;  but  when 
this  is  improper,  it  is  better  to  state  frankly 
that  the  case  is  obscure— that  a  decisive 
opinion  cannot  be  given — and  that  it  is  pro- 
per that  the  patient  should  not,  in  her 
hopes  and  confidence,  too  rashly  commit 
herself  with  her  friends,  lest  she  become 
the  subject  of  one  of  those  ludicrous,  yet 
painful  disappointments,  on  which  I  before 
took  occasion  to  remark. 

Further.  When  a  woman  is  pregnant, 
the  cessation  of  the  catamenia  does  not  iuva* 
(  riably  occur,  for  amenorrhea,  though  geoeral 
in  pregnancy,  is  not  coustant.  A  woman, 
supposing  herself  to  be  pregnant,  asks 
whether  gestation  is  possible,  for  it  is  added, 
the  system  is  still  regular.  To  such  a  query 
the  answer  is,  that  it  is  not  only  possible, 
but  probable ;  for,  notwithstanding  what 
Denrnan  has  said  to  the  contrary,  I  hare 
myself  kuown  women  in  whom,  during  the 
first  three  or  four  months,  the  catamenia 
have  continued  to  flow,  though  not  in  so 
large  a  quantity,  nor  so  long,  as  if  they 
were  not  pregnant ;  and,  in  rare  cases,  I  am 
told,  but  I  have  not  seen  any  such  case  my* 
self,  the  catamenia  may  continue  to  flow  up 
to  the  very  last  month.  A  gentleman,  for- 
merly associated  with  this  class,  related  to 
me  the  case  of  a  lady  of  considerable  in- 
telligence, who  had  had  several  children, 
and,  in  three  or  four  of  her  pregnancies,  the 
catamenia  continued  till  the  last  month  ;  in 
return— in  kind — in  every  point,  excepting 
the  continuance  and  quantity,  the  flow  was 
of  the  catamenial  character.  I  need  scarcely 
add  that  women,  when  pregnant,  are  liable 
to  red  appearances,  which  sre  not  of  the 
nature  of  the  catamenia.  So  that,  to  bring 
our  observations  to  a  point  here,  amenor- 
rhea is,  in  general,  a  very  valuable  indica- 
tion of  pregnancy ;  but  without  preguancy, 
amenorrhea  may  occur ;  and  although  ges- 
tation is  certain,  the  catamenia  may  still 
continue  to  flow  during  the  first  months 
more  frequently,  and,  in  some  rare  cases, 
perhaps,  during  the  latter  months  too. 

And  thus  much,  then,  respecting  the  first 
class  of  indications,  those,  I  mean,  of  more 
frequent  and  general  occurrence  in  preg- 
nancy, and  to  be  ascertained,  in  good  mea- 
sure, by  mere  verbal  inquiry  ;  the  central 
irritation — the  swelling  of  the  legs — the 
morning  irritability  of  the  stomach — the 
movements  of  the  foetus — the  abdominal  in- 
tumescence— the  mammary  enlargement  and 
secretions— the  changes  of  the  areola— and 
the  cessation  of  the  catamenia. 
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LECTURES 

ON 

MUSCULAR  ACTION,  AND  ON  THE  CORE 
OF  DEFORMITIES. 

By  Mb.  SHELDRAKE. 


On  what  are  nmv  called  Gymnastic  Exercises. 

It  is  a  peculiarity,  and  indeed  a  misfor- 
tune, to  this  country,  that  there  frequently 
arise  among  us  persons  who  produce  some- 
thing that  they  say  is  new,  and  which 
they  likewise  say  is  important,  because  they 
hope  to  make  money  by  it.  To  realise  this 
important  subject,  they  adopt  some  high* 
sounding  names,  which,  in  ancient  times, 
have,  in  the  Latin  or  Greek  languages,  been 
applied  to  some  important  matters  that  were 
known  and  practised  in  those  countries  ; 
the  terms  which  hare  been  thus  adopted 
they  apply  to  their  own  contrivances,  and 
say  that  these  contrivances  are  the  same  as 
those  of  the  ancient  Greeks  or  Romans, 
which  they  pretend  hate  been  revived  by 
themselves. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  of  these  re- 
vivals, or  re-discoveries,  which  has  lately 
been  pressed  into  notice,  is  what  has  been 
called  gymnastic  exercises,  if  they  are  to 
be  believed  who  have  endeavoured  to  get 
them  universally  adopted,  they  are  not  only 
a  revival  of  the  gymnastics  of  the  ancient 
Greeks  and  Romans,  but  have,  in  them- 
selves, the  power  of  giving  to  the  human 
figure  every  perfection  of  which  Nature  is 
susceptible,  and  to  the  mind  many  perfec- 
tions which  cannot  be  so  easily  obtained  in 
any  other  way,  besides  many  other  good 
qualities,  that  it  will  require  more  time  than 
ought  to  be  so  employed  to  enumerate.  All 
this  is  absurd,  and  would  be  ridiculous,  if  it 
did  not  tend  to  produce,  and  had  not  really 
been  productive,  of  mnch  serious  mischief 
The  avowed  object  of  those  who  have  set  these 
practices  in  motion  is,  to  induce  persons  of 
every  rank  in  society,  and  of  each  sex,  to 
form  clubs,  or  societies,  in  which  the  prac- 
tice of  these  exercises  shall  be  the  general 
pursuit.  Some  such  clubs  have  been  formed 
among  the  lower  orders  of  men  ;  some  gen- 
tlemen, 1  have  been  told,  amuse  themselves 
in  similar  pursuits,  in  places  that  are  better 
suited  to  their  rank  in  society  than  those 
gymnasia  can  be.  To  all  this  no  objection 
can  fairly  be  made,  because,  although  the 
practices  that  are  followed  in  such  places 
are  really  productive  of  much  injury,  every 
one  has  an  undoubted  right  to  amuse  him- 
self in  any  way  that  he  thinks  proper ;  if, 
in  the  practice  of  these  exercises,  he  gets  a 


hernia,  a  broken  leg,  rib,  or  violent  contu- 
sion, or  luxation  of  any  kind,  he  will  have 
tbe  satisfaction  to  reflect,  that  be  procured 
it  for  himself,  by  practising  what  would  be 
of  no  real  use  to  him,  and  in  which  he  had 
no  occasion  to  employ  himself  at  all. 

But  this  encouragement  has  not  been 
sufficient  for  the  professors  of  gymnastics ; 
they  have  attempted  to  establish  schools  for 
the  instruction  of  young  ladies,  females  of 
the  superior  classes  of  society,  in  the  practice 
of  these  exercises  ;  if  they  succeed  in  this, 
they  will  reduce  their  scholars,  in  point  of 
personal  accomplishments,  to  a  level  with 
the  tumblers  at  Sadler's  Wells,  and  other 
places  of  public  areusemeut ;  this,  I  believe, 
no  parent  would  willingly  do  ;  but,  in  their 
anxious  wish  to  give  their  children  what 
they  intend  to  be  accomplishments,  they 
become  the  dupes  of  speculators,  who,  in 
ail  probability,  not  knowing  what  mischief 
]  they  actually  must  produce,  promise  to  do 
]  what  they,  in  reality,  cannot  perform. — 
I  Many  young  ladies,  1  know,  have  been  se- 
'  riously  injured  by  accidents  that  have  hap- 
j  pened  in  these  schools  ;  none  of  them  have 
i  acquired  the  accomplishments  which  they 
i  sought  to  obtain,  and  some  will,  at  a  future 
period  of  their  lives,  be  subjected  to  evils 
of  great  magnitude,  in  consequence  of  their 
engaging  in  these  practices,  which  those 
who  recommended  them  did  not  foresee. 

I  shall  endeavour  to  point  out  these  evils, 
and  the  causes  that  will  produce  them.  In 
doing  this  1  shall  confine  myself  to  an  expla- 
nation of  the  facts  which  these  professors  of 
gymnastics  say,  in  a  triumphant  manner,  they 
intend  to  produce.  As  they  take  merit  to 
themselves  for  these  practices,  which  they 
believe  to  be  meritorious,  it  will,  of  course, 
be  understood  that  they  actually  do  what 
they  describe  ;  and,  in  what  1  shall  say  upon 
this  part  of  the  subject,  1  shall  confine  my- 
self to  a  true  explanation  of  what  I  find  writ- 
tten  in  one  of  their  own  tracts. 

In  one  place,  the  writer,  from  whose  tract 
I  quote,  has  written  :— "  In  such  cases,  the 
gymnast,  from  the  acute  perception  of  bis 
eye,  the  flexibility  of  bis  joints,  and  supe- 
rior strength  of  his  muscles,  it  is  easy  to 
perceive,  would  have  greatly  the  advan- 
tage. 

Again  :— "  By  tbe  exercise  we  recom- 
mend, the  joints  are  rendered  exceedingly 
flexible,  and  the  whole  body  active  and  agile. 
The  want  of  agility  is  a  common  defect 
among  almost  all  classes  of  people  in  Eng- 
land" !  !  • 

The  impudence,  as  well  as  falsehood,  of 
this  declaration,  cannot  easily  be  exceeded, 
and  will  be  answered,  most  effectually,  by 
refering  to  the  opinion  of  Belidor,  an  emi- 
nent French  engineer,  in  the  service  of 
Louis  XIV.  Belidor  was  employed  in 
I  most,  if  not  all,  the  great  military  works 
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of  bis  sovereign,  aad  has  published  an 
account  of  them ;  in  that  account,  he  re- 
gularly states,  that  the  work  of  four  English 
labourers  is  equal,  in  effect,  to  the  work  .of 
aix  Frenchmen  of  the  same  class. 

Again  :  this  gymnastic  writer  says, — 
"  The  preliminary  exercise,  which  may  be 
termed  the  ioitiatoiy  exercise,  is  for  the 
purpose  of  itrengtheiting  end  rendering  flexible 
all  the  different  joints  of  the  body.  This  is 
what  persons,  unaccustomed  to  gymnastics, 
8 land  moat  in  need  of.  We  frequently  meet 
with  persons  of  great  muscular  strength, 
but  who,  from  their  habits  of  life,  are  so 
sluggish  and  unwieldy,  that  they  know  not 
how  to  exert  it.  To  many,  the  positions  of 
the  joints  required  for  leaping,  darting, 
climbing,  &c,  are  entirely  new,  or  at  least, 
by  long  disuse,  have  become  extremely  dif- 
ficult. To  effect  the  desirable  object,  there- 
fore, of  removing  such  defect,  an  object  re- 
garded as  a  preliminary  so  necessary  in 
gymnastic  exercises,  the  pupils  are  ranged 
in  a  line,  at  such  distances  that  they  can 
barely  touch  each  other's  fioger  with  his 
extended  arm.  They  then  practice,  after 
the  example  of  their  leader,  every  different 
flexure  that  the  joints  are  capable  of,  viz., 
bending  down  ou  the  toes  till  the  knees 
nearly  touch  the  ground,  and  rising  there- 
from slowly,  without  any  assistance  from 
the  hands,  holding  the  arm*at  full  length, 
and  rapidly  whirling  it  in  a  circle,  darting 
the  fists  forwards,  and  suddenly  withdrawing 
them  to  the  shoulder;  and  various  other 
motions  which  the  teacher  may  deem  ne- 
cessary to  effectuate  the  desired  object. 

"  Leaping  ranks  among  the  most  ex- 
cellent of  the  gymnastic  exercises  ;  it  I 
strengthens  and  gives  elasticity  to  the  feet, 
legs,  knees,  thighs,  and  indeed  the  whole  I 
frame  ;  it  biaces  every  muscle,  invigorates' 
the  courage,  incredibly  improves  the  faculty 
of  measuring  distances  by  the  eye,"  Sec.  otc.  | 

The  passages  that  are  now  quoted  prove, 
very  effectually,  that  those  who  wrote  them 
relied  very  much  upon  the  credulity  and 
want  of  knowledge  in  their  readers,  when 
they  supposed  that  they  could  believe  all 
that  was  told  them  about  the  wonderful 
effects  that  would  be  produced  by  their 
gymnastic  exercises. 

The  truth,  as  it  relates  to  these  exercises, 
which  are  now  called  gymnastic,  is,  that 
they  do  not,  in  principle,  or  in  any  essen- 
tial point  of  practice,  differ  from  those  prac- 
tices by  which  the  tumblers,  those  who 
dance,  as  it  has  been  called,  upon  the  slack 
rope,  as  well  as  those  who,  in  less  enlighten- 
ed times,  were  called  posture-masters,  were 
taught  the  arts  which  they  practised.  These 
arts  consisted  in  distorting  such  parts  of 
their  own  persons,  as  they  chose  to  subject 
to  these  practices,  into  such  positions  as  it 
was  quite  impossible  to  give   to  the  bodies 


of  those  who  were  not  specially  educated 
for  such  occupations.  It  is  true  that  these 
persons  obtained  applause  and  money  by 
their  pursuits  ;  it  is  true  that,  for  the  short 
time  they  were  under  public  observation, 
they  showed  both  strength  and  activity 
which  could  not  be  displayed  by  those  who 
had  not  had  the  same  education  ;  but  it  is 
likewise  true,  that  by  constantly  repeating 
these  practices,  the  parties  who  indulge  in 
tliem  soon  become  debilitated,  and  irrevo- 
cably sink  into  decrepit  old  age. 

This  termination  of  the  existence  of 
rope-dancers,  tumblers,  and  gymnasts,  has 
been  but  little,  if  st  all,  known  to  the  pub- 
lic, because  the  public  neither  know  nor 
care  any  tiling  about  what  is  offered  to 
notice  as  a  matter  of  amusement,  after  it  is 
removed  from  observation ;  the  persons  who 
have  been  objects  of  attention  for  their 
powers  in  these  occupations,  pass  into  ob- 
scurity, but  it  is  well  known  that,  so  long 
as  they  continue  to  live,  they  exist  in  a  atate 
of  great  debility.  This  is  the  necessary 
consequence  of  the  practices  by  which  they 
acquired  the  power  of  perfoimiug  those  feats 
which  made  them  so  remarkable,  and  upon 
this  subject  I  shall  mention  such  facts  as 
have  passed  within  my  own  knowledge. 

I  have  seen  a  tumbling  boy  place  his 
hands  upon  the  ground,  suddenly  throw  his 
heels  into  the  sir,  and  place  them  against  a 
wall  that  was  behind  him,  so  that  he  might 
be  said  to  stand  upon  his  hands,  with  his 
head  downwards,  and  his  feet  raised  up  in 
the  air;  while  in  this  situation,  he  brought 
his  feet  lower  and  lower  upon  the  wall,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  carried  his  face  nearer 
to  the  earth,  till  his  spine  resembled  an 
arch,  and,  with  his  mouth,  he  took  a  piece 
of  money  from  the  ground,  which  was 
placed  there  for  that  purpose. 

1  saw  another  boy  stand  erect,  and  then 
gradually  bend  his  head  backwards  till  he 
passed  it  between  his  legs,  and  looked  the 
spectator  full  in  the  face,  while  he  was  in 
that  situation ;  he  then  gradually  returned 
himself  into  his  erect  position. 

To  enable  themselves  to  perform  these 
feats,  those  boys  must  have  repeatedly,  and 
for  a  great  length  of  time,  strained  them- 
selves in  the  manner  that  I  saw  one  of  them 
do,  by  which  they  increased  the  conlract- 
ible  action  of  all  the  muscles  of  the  back  to 
such  an  extent,  that  they  produced  much 
extension  of  all  the  very  strong  ligaments 
which  connect  the  different  bones  of  the 
spine  together.  These  ligaments  are  so 
strong,  that  while  the  body  is  in  its  natural 
state,  they  bear  all  the  most  violent  actions 
to  which  men  subject  themselves  without 
any  inconvenience.  All  these  alterations 
must  be  produced  before  the  spine  could  be 
drawn  into  the  circular  form,  which  in  one 
cose  1  saw,  and  in  the  other  I  saw  in  pro- 
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gress  towards  the  same  state,  which  I  be- 
lieve the  boy  would,  in  the  end,  arrive  at, 
if  he  continued  to  uae  the  means  which  1 
saw  him  employ;  but  whether  he  did  ao 
I  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

Besides  producing  these  alterations,  they 
must  have  produced  so  much  extension  of 
the  very  strong  ligaments,  which  connect 
the  bodies  of  the  vertebral  together,  that 
while  the  spinal  processes  were,  by  this 
most  unnatural  practice,  made  to  describe 
a  circle,  the  bodies  of  the  vertebra  were 
made  to  describe  a  circle  that  was  larger 
than  the  other,  by  as  much  as  the  thickness 
of  the  whole  vertebrae,  bodies  and  all.  This 
necessarily  implies  au  extension  of  all  the 
ligaments  of  the  spine,  to  an  extent  that, 
as  we  have  no  opportunity  of  seeing,  one  is 
really  unwilling  to  calculate.  Moreover, 
there  must  have  been  extraordinary  exten- 
sion of  all  the  abdominal  muscles,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  contractile  action  of  the  muscles 
of  the  back  was  increased ;  and,  as  the  per- 
formers were  able  to  place  themselves  in, 
and  remove  themselves  from,  the  extraor- 
dinary and  unnatural  attitudes  in  which 
they  had  chosen  to  place  themselves,  by  the 
action  of  their  own  muscles,  without  any 
extraneous  assistance,  and  entirely  by  their 
own  personal  exertions,  it  is  certain  that 
they  had  acquired  great  strength,  flexibility, 
and  activity.  These  are  the  qualities  which 
the  people  who  teach  these  gymnastic  exer- 
cises pique  themselves  upon  communicating 
to  their  pupils  ;  and  it  is  also  to  be  observed, 
that  they  teach  them  by  the  very  same 
means,  viz.,  by  bending  tbemselves  "  slowly 
and  forcibly  down,  till  their  knees  nearly 
touch  the  ground,  and  rising  therefrom 
slowly  without  any  assistance  from  the 
hands,  and  by  these  means  giving  every 
different  flexion  of  which  the  joints  are 
capable." 

As  the  exercises  of  these  gymnast?, 
and  the  means  by  which  they  are  taught  to 
practise  their  feats  of  activity,  are  now- 
identified  with  the  exercises  and  means  in 
which  the  tumblers,  and  other  persons  of 
a  similar  description,  use  to  instruct  their 
pupils,  it  remains  to  show  what  effects  are 
ultimately  produced,  and  must  be  produced, 
upon  those  who  practise  them.  To  do  this 
effectually,  it  w»ll  be  necessary  to  inquire 
into  the  structure  and  uses  of  ditiereut  parts 
of  the  body.  Those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  subject  kuow  that  the  bones  are 
the  solid  basis  upon  which  the  whole  de- 
pends. The  ligaments  connect  the  hones 
with  each  other,  and  are  so  proportioned  to 
the  bones  which  they  unite,  that  they  allow 
to  each  joint  so  much  motion  as  is  neces- 
sary to  what  may,  properly,  be  called  its 
natural  action,  and  no  mokk.  The  liga- 
ments are,  in  their  own  nature,  said  to  be 
inelastic,  but  have,  in  reality,  a  limited 


degree  of  elasticity,  which  adapts  them  to- 
their  natural  functions  ;  so  that,  while  they 
are  in  their  natural,  healthy  state,  and  duly 
proportioned  to  the  bonea  which  they  con- 
nect, they  preserve  those  joints  in  what  may 
be  called  their  natural  condition,  and  they  are 
capable  of  performing  all  the  functions  for 
which  Nature  intended  them.  These  liga- 
ments, when  they  are  forcibly  strained  be- 
yond the  point  to  which  Nature  has  limit- 
ted  their  action,  pass  into  a  state  of  high 
inflammation,  and  then  always  become  pain- 
ful, often  dangerous,  as  they  know,  by  ex- 
perience, who  meet  with  violent  sprains, 
and  other  accidents  of  a  similar  nature. 

When  these  ligaments  are  acted  upon  by 
very  gentle  means,  they  extend  very  slowly, 
and  without  pain  ;  but,  having  little  elasti- 
city, they  do  not  again  retract,  but  remain 
in  the  state  to  which  they  have  been  unna- 
turally extended.  This  peculiar  property  of 
the  capsular  ligaments  has  been  discovered 
by  the  people  who  practise  or  teach  tum- 
bling, and  similar  exercises,  as  well  as  by 
those  wbo  teach  these  gymnastic  exercises, 
though  none  of  them  know  the  cause  or  the 
consequence  of  what  they  do;  and  pique 
themselves  upon  the  great  fttiibUilu  which 
they  give  to  the  joints  of  their  scholars, 
which,  before  they  became  scholars,  were 
stiff  and  rigid.  The  muscles  are  the  pow- 
ers by  which  aH  the  actions  of  the  body  are 
performed  :  their  powers  may  be  increased 
by  exercise,  and  injured  by  it  when  carried 
to  excess.  In  the  muscles,  as  well  as  in 
other  parts,  there  are  certain  proportions 
between  the  size  and  strength  of  the  mus- 
cles, and  the  uses  to  which  they  should  na- 
turally be  applied.  This  strength  may,  by 
proper  exercise,  be  increased  to  a  certain 
extent,  but,  if  carried  beyond  that,  becomes 
debility,  and  injures  the  party  that  uses  it. 
When  a  man,  whose  members,  and  all  their 
parts,  are  in  a  healthy,  natural  state,  takes 
so  much  exercise  as  produces  fatigue,  he 
lays  down  to  rest,  and  recovers  himself, 
because  the  cessation  of  action  allows  all 
the  parts  to  recover  their  natural  tone. 

This  may  be  called  the  natural  state  of 
man  ;  it  continues  so  long  as  he  remains  in 
youth  and  in  health,  diminishes  gradually  as 
age  and  decay  approach,  when  he  finally 
sinks  into  his  grave.  This  is  the  state  of 
man  when  his  life  has  been  active,  his 
body  healthy,  and  his  exertions  natural  ; 
but  the  case  is  very  different  with  all  tum- 
blers, posture -masters,  or  people  who  prac- 
tise what  are  culled  gymnastic  exercises  : 
by  their  preparatory  exercises,  as  they  call 
theiu,  they  acquire  a  certain  portion  ot  mus- 
cular strength  ;  they  overstretch  the  capsu- 
lar ligaments  ;  and  thus  produce  that  greut  de- 
gree of  flexibility  in  the  joints,  which  the 
writer,  from  whom  1  have  quoted,  piques 
himself  upon  producing ;  although  it  is  evi» 
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dentSy  witnont  knowing  that  great  flexibi- 
lity heroines  mischievous  debility,  which 
will  entail  la  sting  misery  upon  his  scholars, 
at  a  future  period  of  their  lives. 

Those  who  are  competent  to  understand 
the  subject,  will  perceive  that,  so  long  as 
the  muscles  retain  their  full  strength,  thev 
are  able  to  support  the  scholar  under  the 
exercises  he  is  engaged  fn  ,  but,  when  the 
muscles  become  weak,  the  joints  are  de- 
prived of  the  extraneous  support  they  had 
derived  from  the  muscles  ;  they  hare  lost 
the  support  they  naturally  and  originally 
bad  from  their  own  natural  structure'  and 
strength,  and  are  no  longer  able  to  sup- 
port themselves  under  their  natural  exer- 1 
cise ;  their  debility  increases,  and  goes  on 
increasing,  till  positive  lameness  ensues, 
mid  permnnent  ill  health  presses  the  pa- ' 
tients,  in  their  latter  days,  into  a  very  mi- 
serable existence.  Of  this,  many  examples 
hare  happened  within  my  own  knowledge, 
particularly  among  those  who  were  con- 
nected with  a  certain  class  of  theatrical  per- 
formances. The  changes  that  take  place  in 
these  amusements,  remove  some  perform- 
ances out  of  sight,  at  some  times,  which,  at 
others,  are  very  much  followed.  This  is  the 
case  with  tumbling,  rope- dancing,  and  ana- 
logous pursuits.  Severul  years  ago  these \ 
were  favourite  amusements,  though  now! 
but  suldom  seen.  j 

The  most  remarkable  person  of  that  class, ' 
in  his  day,  was  Delphini  ;  he  was  a  native  | 
of  Venice,  and  had  been  a  gondolier  there. ; 
Those  people,  during  the  Carnival,  aud  on . 
other  occasions,  employ  themselves  in  prac-  \ 
tlsing  feats  of  streugth  and  activity,  to 
amuse  themselves  and  their  countrymen. 
Delphini  became  so  eminent  in  these  pur- 1 
suits,  that  he  relinquished  his  gondola,  and 
betook  himself  to  the  stage  :  he  came  to ' 
England  about  sixty  years  ago,  and  was  I 
employed  for  several  years,  both  at  the  Opera 
House  and  at  Drury  Lane,  as  a  buffo  per- 
former, and  was,  in  every  respect,  the  most 
eminent  performer  of  that  kind  in  his  day. 
He  was  the  strongest  man  that  I  have  known, 
and,  in  his  business,  exhibited  mauy  feats 
which  no  other  actor  could  then  perform. 
After  he  had  been  long  upon  the  stage,  a 
nobleman,  to  whom  he  rendered  himself 
serviceable,  gave  him  something  which  en- 
abled him  to  live  without  continuing  his' 
occupation,  and  he  returned  into  private  \ 
life.   The  last  time  1  saw  him  was  about  40 
years  ago  ;  be  was  walking  in  the  streets  ;  he  • 
was  so  much  debilitated,   that  lie  couid ; 
scarcely  place  one  foot  before  the  other,  I 
and  had  every  appearance  of  beingr  in  the  ! 
last  stage  of  existence.    1  believed  he  was ' 
dead,  and  always  thought  of  him  as  one  who  j 
had  been  destroyed  by  his  professional  ex- 
ertions, till  I  was  surprised,  by  reading  in 
the  newspapers,  during  the  present  year, 


that  Delphini  died  t  ftrw  days  before,  at  his 
lodgings  in  Lancaster  Court,  in  the  Strand,  in 
the  itmfty-iwJilh  ytar  of  his  ag«  J 

That  he  shoold  have  rived  m  long,  is  to  be 
taken  as  a  proof  that  his  stamina  was  good, 
aud  that  his  occupation,  though  it  diminish- 
ed his  health  and  strength,  had  no  direct 
tendency  to  shorten  his  life;  the  last  forty 
or  fifty  years  of  which  he  must  have  lived 
in  a  state  that  rendered  life  itself  a  weari- 
some burden  to  him> 

The  next  person  I  shall  mention  is  Gri- 
mnldi,  who  must  be  remembered  by  most  of 
those  who  hear  me  ;  be  acted  the  clown,  and 
other  pantomimieei  characters,  at  Drury 
Lane,  and  other  theatres.  He  had  a  frame 
that  was  like  the  body  of  Hercules,  and 
strength  that  was  equal  to  it,  besides  more 
activity  than  any  other  performer  of  the  same 
description  that  existed  in  hie  time.  Four 
years  ago  he  quitted  the  stage,  in  conse- 
quence of  being  rendered  incapable  of  fol- 
lowing his  occupation,  by  the  total  failure  of 
his  personal  powers;  aud  on  June  30,  in 
the  present  year,  he  had  a  benefit  at  Drury 
Lane  Theatre,  in  which  he  performed  for 
the  last  time.  The  entertainment  consisted 
of  a  selection  of  popular  scenes  from  the 
most  approved  comic  pantomimes  ,in  only  one 
of  which  scenes  be  performed, — the  scene  a 
barber's  shop, — from  the  pantomime  called 
The  Magic  Fire,  in  which  he  played  th« 
clown.  To  the  performance  of  that  part  he 
was  led  on  by  Mr.  Harley,  and  was  received 
with  shouts  of  applause.  He  was  much 
nffected  ;  but,  though  evidently  labouring 
under  great  bodily  infirmity,  he  bore  up 
stiffly  against  it,  and  went  through  the  scene 
with  so  much  humour,  that  the  audience 
laughed  os  heartily  as  of  old,  and  were  so 
delighted  with  his  song,  that  there  was  a 
very  general  call  for  its  repetition.  He  was 
too  much  exhausted  to  obey  this  call  imme- 
diately, and  was,  eventually,  allowed  to  re- 
tire without  repeating  it.  The  other  per- 
formances then  went  on,  and,  at  their  close, 
he  came  forward,  and  addressed  the  audi- 
dience  in  the  following  speech :« — 

"  Ladies  aud  Gentlemen,— I  appear  be- 
fore you  for  the  last  time.  1  need  not  assure 
you  of  the  sad  regret  with  which  I  say  it ; 
but  sickness  and  infirmity  have  come  upon 
me,  and  I  can  no  longer  wear  the  motley. 
Kjttr  years  ago  J  jumped  my  last  jump,  filched 
my  last  custard,  and  nte  my  last  sausage.  I 
cannot  describe  the  pleasure  I  felt  on  once 
more  assuming  my  cap  and  bells  to-night ; 
that  dress  in  which  1  have  so  often  been 
made  happy  iu  your  applause,  and  as  I 
stripped  them  off,  1  fancied  that  they  seem- 
ed to  cleave  to  me.  1  am  not  <w  rich  a  man 
as  1  was,  when  1  was  basking  in  your  favour 
formerly;  for  then  1  had  always  a  fowfin 
one  pocket,  and  sauce  for  it  in  the  other.  I 
thank  you  for  the  benevolence  that  has 
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brought  you  here  to  assist  your  old  and 
faithful  servant  in  bis  premature  decline. 
Eight- and- forty  years  hate  nut  yet  passed 
over  my  head,  and  1  am  sinking  fast.  1 
now  stand  worse  on  my  legs  than  I  used  to 
do  on  my  bead  ;  but  1  suppose  I  am  paying 
the  penalty  of  the  course  1  pursued  all  my 
life ;  my  desire  and  anxiety  to  merit  your 
favour  has  exeited  me  to  more  exertion 
than  my  constitution  would  bear,  and,  like 
vaulting  ambition,  1  have  overleaped  myself. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I  must  hasten  to  hid 
you  farewell ;  but  the  pain  1  feel  in  doing 
bo  is  assuaged,  hy  seeing  before  me  a  dis- 
proof of  the  old  adage,  that  favourites  have 
no  friends.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  may 
you  Hnd  yours  ever  enjoy  the  blessings  c.f 
health,  is  the  fervent  wish  of  Joe  Griiualdi. 
Farewell,  farewell."  * 

He  was  then  led  off  the  stage  by  bis 
son  and  Mr.  Harley,  amidst  loud  cheers, 
•ad  other  marks  of  applause  from  the 
audience. 

The  premature  terminotion  of  the  pro- 
fessional career  of  two  men  who  were  emi- 
nent in  their  department,  may  be  justly  con- 
sidered as  a  striking  proof  of  the  injuries 
which  they  will  sustain  who  devote  them- 
selves to  the  injurious  practices  which 
have  been  so  improperly  recommended  to 
general  notice  as  healthy  exercises.  The  per- 
sons who  teach  these  exercises,  and  have  a 
strong  interest  in  keeping  up  the  delusion 
that  has  been  created  in  their  favour,  may 

E,  that  the  examples  which  1  have  pro- 
•d  of  Delphini  and  Grimaldi,  do  not 
prove  that  all  the  persons  who  practise  these 
exercises,  meet  with  the  same  fate  as  those 
two  unfortunate  performers.  God  forbid 
that  they  should  !  The  lesson  that  1  mean 
to  inculcate,  and  hope  that  I  shall  press 
home  to  the  conviction  of  those  who  attend 
to  me,  is,  that  these  exercises  are,  in  their 
very  nature,  calculated  to  produce  these 
effects  ;  and  actually  will  produce  them  in 
every  case,  in  proportion  to  the  frequency 
with  which  they  use  them,  and  the  extent  to 
which  the  practice  is  carried.  Having  said 
jo  much  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  1  will 
add  nothing  more  upon  that,  as  persons  who 
choose  to  amuse  themselves  in  those  exer- 
cises are  masters  of  their  own  persons,  and 
at  liberty  to  use  them  as  they  please ;  but  1 
have  another  duty  to  perform,  which  1  shall 
now  proceed  to  execnte  uccording  to  the 
best  of  my  ability. 

When  persons  undertake  to  educate  chil- 
dren, even  if  they  are  not  their  own,  it  is 
incumbent  upon  them  to  be  careful  that 
they  do  not,  with  the  iutention  of  instruct- 
ing them  in  what  can,  at  best,  be  but  an 
amusement,  or  accomplishment,  inflict  upon 
them  evils  which  may,  and  very  frequently 
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I  willt  be  injurious  to  them,  in  the  course  of 
i  their  future  lives.  In  mere  instructors, 
;  whose  only  object  is  to  obtain  payment  for 
what  they  communicate,  it  is  a  high  idot&I 
duty  to  do  this  ;  but  in  parents,  who,  in  ad- 
dition to  this  motive,  have  the  more  power* 
ful  stimulus  of  affection,  which  prompts 
them  to  seek  the  lasting  welfare  of  their 
children,  it  is  a  still  more  important  duty. 
To  all  such  I  say  most  earnestly,  that  the 
'  practice  of  these  exercises  is,  and  always 
!  must  be,  highly  dangerous  to  children  of 
every  age  ;  if  they  escape  from  visible  in- 
jury while  they  are  receiving  instructions, 
j  or  shortly  afterwards,  in  the  decline  of  lift* 
they  will  pass  into  a  premature  and  debili- 
tated old  age  ;  because,  giving  to  the  joints 
that  great  flexibility  which  the  writer  of  the 
passage  1  have  quoted,  boasts  that  it  is  the 
great  object  to  give,  and  professes  that  they 
have  been  eminently  successful  in  commu- 
nicating, is  the  very  worst  thing  that  can 
bo  done.  It  destroys  the  natural  nrmness  of 
the  capsular  ligaments,  which  should,  under 
uil  circumstances,  be  carefully  preserved,  to 
secure  the  power  of  using  the  limbs  to  the 
best  advantage,  in  every  situation  of  life: 
when  that  power  is  wanting,  a  very  trifling 
degree  of  extra  exercise,  acting  upon  the 
debility  that  already  exists,  will  render  it 
permanent ;  every  additional  quantity  of 
exercise  will  increase  the  debility,  and,  in 
this  manner,  it  will  go  on  until  positive  de- 
formity is  produced  to  a  great  extent,  as 
well  as  lameness,  which  will  be  constantly 
on  the  increase,  till  it  becomes,  at  last, 
quite  incurable. 

Many  other  practices,  besides  the  gym- 
nastic exercise*,  as  they  are  called,  will 
produce  the  sumo  kind  of  lameness:  I  will, 
at  present,  only  mention  one  ;  that  is,  the 
practice  of  putting  children  to  stand  or  to 
sit  in  stocks,  which  very  commonly  pro- 
duces these  very  serious  distortions.  No 
man  knows  better  than  1  do,  the  extent  and 
quantity  of  mischief  that  has  been  produced 
in  this  way,  because  much  of  my  time  has 
been  employed  in  curing  such  defects;  and 
I  have  persuaded  myself  that  I  shall  render 
an  acceptable  service,  by  producing,  on  this 
occasion,  an  authentic  specimen,  to  show 
the  extent  to  which  mischief  has  been  pro- 
duced, sometimes  by  accident,  and  very 
frequently  by  the  gymnastic  exercises,  or 
their  consequences. 

A  young  lady,  whose  friends  lived  at  a 
distance  from  London,  was  sent  to  a  day- 
school  in  the  village  where  they  resided, 
when  she  was  old  enough  to  begin  her 
education.  The  school  was  at  a  consider- 
able distance  from  the  residence  ot'  her 
parents,  and  she  walked  to  and  from  it  daily, 
as  often  as  it  was  necessary  for  her  to  do  so. 
After  she  had  done  so  for  some  time,  she 
was  perceived  to  limp  in  walking ;  this  pe- 
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coliarity  continued  to  increase  in  one  of  her  vented  whatever  they  practised  or  knew; 
feet;  the  inner  ancle  sunk  nearer  and  nearer 
to  the  ground,  till,  at  last,  she  stood  entirely 


the  real  truth  is,  that  they  adopted  what- 
ever they  saw  was  useful  from  all  the  peo« 


upon  it,  and  the  sole  of  her  foot  turned  out-  pie  with  whom  they  hod  any  intercourse  ; 
wards  towards  the  right  side,  and  the  hones  they  reflected  upon,  and  altered  what  they 
of  her  leg  bent  directly  forwards  at  the  adopted,  till  they  made  it  their  own,  and  so 


lower  part:  as  no  time  was  known  when 
this  peculiarity  began,  as  its  progress  was 
insidiously  gradual,  and  produced  no  pain  at 
an}'  time,  and  no  suddenly  striking  effect,  it 
was  suffered  to  go  ou  unchecked,  till  the 
child  was  eight  yeara  old.  At  this  time  the 
foot  had  no  power  of  acting  in  any  manner 
in  obedience  to  the  will ;  but  when  she 
raised  her  leg  from  the  ground,  the  foot 
dropped  useless  in  any  direction  that  acci- 
dent permitted  it  to  fall. 

As  the  child's  foot  had  never  been  in  a 
state  to  require  surgical  assistance,  it  had 
been  neglected  till  thus  late  in  the  day ;  it 


far,  indeed,  may  be  said  to  have  invented  it. 

The  atate  of  civilization,  when  the  Gre- 
cian republics  were  formed,  wss  such,  that 
wars  were  very  frequent  among  them  ;  trea- 
ties were  easily  made,  and  as  easily  broken, 
so  that  no  people  could  be  certain  that  they 
should  be  in  safety  for  any  length  of  time. 
This  condition  of  the  people  made  it  neces- 
sary that  all  should  be  qualified,  either  for 
agression  or  defence ;  hence  arose  the 
custom  of  making  every  male  native  of  all 
the  nations  of  Greece,  acquainted  with  the 
use  of  arms,  and  every  exercise  that  was 
connected  with  military  pursuits.   In  order 


asked  to  attempt  to  cure  it :  I  did  under- 
take and  perfected  the  cure  so  completely, 
that  she  acquired  the  perfect  form  and  com- 
plete use  of  her  leg,  so  that  no  one  could 
perceive  it  had  ever  been  defective,  but  it 
'  required  the  constant  attention  of  three 
years  to  effect  this.  It  was  fortunate  for 
this  young  lady,  that  even  by  this  great 
exertion  she  could  be  and  was  restored  to 


was  said  to  be  a  pity  that  she  should  be  to  do  this  in  the  most  effectual  manner, 
suffered  to  go  lame  all  her  life,  and  i  was  gymnasia  were  established  in  every  city,  or 

other  places,  in  Greece,  in  which  the  people 
resided  together ;  these  were  places  in  which 
all  the  exercises  that  could  be  useful  were 
taught ;  and  the  study  was  followed  with  so 
much  earnestness,  that  children  were  led  to 
them  as  soou  as  they  could  walk  ;  they  were 
then  taught  such  gentle  exercises  as  were 
adapted  to  their  tender  yeara ;  as  they  ad- 
vanced in  life,  their  exercises  were  increased 
enjoy  a  comfortable  existence  for  the  rest  of  in  power,  and  aa  they  approached  to  man- 
lier days;  it  is  equally  fortunate  for  others  hood,  raised  to  the  full  height  to  which  the 
who  may  pass  into  the  same  situation,  that]  active  powers  of  man  could  be  carried,  till 
they  may  be  rescued  in  their  turn ;  but  it 
will  be  much  more  prudent,  if  those  who 
superintend  their  education,  will  preserve 
them  from  falling  into  such  misfortunes,  by 
preventing  them  from  practising  those  pre- 
tended gymnastic  exercises,  and  several 
others  that  may  be  equally  pernicious.0 

Those  who  teach  these  exercises  have 
employed  several  very  shallow  artifices  to 
get  them  adopted  in  general  practice.  The 
must  shallow  and  the  most  unfounded  of 
these  artifices  has  been,  to  identify  them 
with  the  exercises  that  were  practised  in 
should  be  understood,  I  will  endeavour  to 
the  gymnasia  of  the  Greeks,  and  they 
have  succeeded  in  giving  them  the.  same 


they  entered  into  active  life,  fully  qua 
to  do  whatever  they  might  afterwards  be 
called  upon  to  perform. 

As  an  auxiliary  to  stimulate  all  classes  of 
people  to  arrive  at  excellence  in  these  ex- 
ercises, prizes  were  established  for  the  com* 
petition  of  the  several  classes :  these  prizes 
were  contended  for  so  frequently,  and  with 
so  much  energy,  that  children  of  the  ages  of 
eight,  ten,  or  twelve  years,  gained  prizes  in 
the  Olympic  games.  These,  and  similar  fes- 
tivals, occurred  so  frequently  in  Greece, 
that  it  was  recorded  of  one  candidate,  he 
gained  prizes  twelve  hundred  times  in  the 
course  of  his  life. 

Hy  these  practices,  which  were  either  for 


name.  To  the  exercises  of  the  Greeks  use,  for  pleasure,  or  to  gratify  the  ambition  of 
these  modern  practices  have  not  the  least  I  those  who  acquired  honour  among  their 
resemblance,  either  in  appearance  or  effect,  i  countrymen,  by  excelling  in  these  exer- 


As  it  is  of  some  consequence  that  this  fact 
show  what  the  Grecian  gymnastic  exercises 
actually  were. 

The  ancient  Greeks  were  the  most  ex- 


cises, the  forms  and  the  muscular  powers  of 
the  male  Giecians  were  carried  to  the  high- 
est degree  of  perfection.  The  females  were 
prompted  to  acquire  muscular  perfection, 


traordinary  people  of  whom  we  have  any  I  by  pursuing  a  different  course, 
actual  knowledge  :  they  pretended  that  they  (    The  Greeks  were  a  religious  people,  ac- 
were  aborigines  ;  sprung,  like  plants,  from  [  cording  to  the  notions  which  they  enter- 


the  earth  on  which  they  lived;  and  they 
asserted  that  they,  themselves,  had  in- 


•  See  The  Lancet,  VoL  II.  p.  718. 


tained  of  religion.  Their  religion  consisted 
in  festivals  in  honour  of  their  different  divi- 
nities, in  sacrifices  to  those  divinities,  and 
in  processions  to  the  temples  in  which  they 
were  worshipped*  In  these  processions,  aU 
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well-born  Grecian  females  bore  a  distin- 
guished part.  To  lead,  or  to  bear  a  dis- 
tinguished part  in  a  religious  procession, 
was  an  honour  that  was  competed  for  with 
the  greatest  energy. 

Dances  were  an  essential  part  in  all  these 
religious  ceremonies ;  and  to  acquire  the 
power  of  performing  these  dances,  the  young 
females  attended  the  gymnasia,  where  they 
were  taught,  with  as  much  anxiety,  aud  as 
much  constancy,  as  the  males  who  attended 
to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  their  military 
exercises;  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
each  sex  attained  perfection  in  its  own  pe- 
culiar exercises.    The  females  practised 
their  dances,  and   other  exercises,  con- 
stantly, with  a  desire  to  arrive  at  excellence, 
because  their  festivals  were  frequent;  and 
on  the  approach  of  each,  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  it  were  made,  by  choosing 
those  who  were  most  eminently  skilled  in 
the  exercises  that  were  requisite  to  fill  the 
different  parts  at  that  time ;  hence  it  fol- 
lowed, that  to  fill  a  distinguished  part  in  a 
religious  procession,  proved  the  possession 
of  superior  beauty,  elegance,  and  other 
accomplishments.  As  this  right  was  strenu- 
ously contended  for  on  every  return  of  the 
festival,  a  constant  stimulus  was  kept  up  by 
those  who  last  enjoyed  it,  to  keep,  and  by 
all  others  to  get  possession  of  it ;  the  anxiety 
to  acquire  the  highest  degree  of  perfection 
in  these  exercises,  produced  an  emulation, 
of  which  we  cannot,  at  this  time,  form  a 
just  opinion. 

The  Olympic  games  were  celebrated  once 
in  four  years  ;  the  Nemean,  lstryan  and  Py- 
thian games,  were  celebrated  at  different 
times,  so  that  the  celebration  of  them  should 
not  interfere  with  each  other,  for  a  desire  to 
attend  them  all  was  common  to  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Greece;  because  there  they 
saw  these  exercises  practised  in  the  highest 
perfection,  besides  every  thing  else  that  was 
most  interesting  in  every  art  then  known  in 
Greece. 

Besides  these  great  festivals,  every  Gre- 
cian city  had  lesser  festivals  of  its  own,  in 
which  the  same  practices  were  followed 
with  equal  energy,  but  not  in  the  same 
degree.  Each  city  had  its  own  gymna- 
sium, in  which  the  same  exercises  were 
taught  and  practised  with  the  some  care, 
and  the  same  constancy  ;  attention  to  them 
was  an  important  portion  of  the  great  busi- 
ness of  every  person's  life  ;  first  as  a  pupil 
to  learn  ;  next  as  an  adept  to  practise  ;  aud, 
in  the  end,  as  a  spectator,  interested  in  the 
success  of  those  who  were  rising  into  notice 
as  he  was  on  the  decline  ;  and  as  all  this  was 
connected  with  the  feelings  of  their  religion, 
it  produced  something  more  like  an  univer 
sal  passion  in  favour  of  their  gymuastic  ex- 
ercises than  any  thing  that  can  now  be  seen, 
or  even  imsgiaed.  Compared  with  the 


effects  of  these  exercises,  what  can  be  said 
of  those  to  which  the  same  name  has  now 
been  given  ?  their  best  quality  is  that  they 
are  the  tricks  of  tumblers,  'calculated  to 
amuse  the  inmates  of  a  public  house  ;  their 
truest  description  is  that  they  must  produce 
lasting  injury  to  the  persons  of  all  who  en- 
gage in  the  practice  of  them,  and,  therefore, 
it  is  hoped  they  will  be  avoided  by  all  those 
who  wish  well  to  the  rising  generation. 

I  have  now  endeavoured  only  to  show 
the  bad  effects  that  are,  and  must  be,  pro- 
duced by  the  practices  that  have  been  de- 
scribed ;  in  future  discourses,  I  shall  endea- 
vour to  show  by  what  practices  the  strength 
and  agility  which,  it  is  pretended,  may  be 
acquired  by  these  exercises,  may  in  reality 
be  produced. 


CROUP. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lakcft. 

Sir, — I  have  seen  so  many  fatol  cases  of 
croup, and  have  tried  the  same  ineffectual  re- 
medies which  you  will  see  were  applied  in 
the  case  now  sent,  (with  the  assistance  of 
blistering,)  that  1  determined  to  trouble 
you  with  the  next  I  should  meet  with. 
Provided  you  think  it  worthy  a  place  in 
your  valuable  Journal,  I  shall  be  very  proud 
of  its  insertion,  and  to  know  whether  I 
could  possibly  have  adopted  a  more  effica- 
cious plan.* 

I  om,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Emmersox. 
Worsley,  October  2>lh,  1H28. 

On  Thursday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock*  I 
was  called  to  K.  K.'s  son,  a  fine  robust 
child,  near  three  years  old,  who  was  labour- 
ing under  on  attack  of  croup  ;  he  had  had 
a  cough  and  hoarseness  some  days  before, 
which  were  not  much  noticed  by  the  pa- 
rents. 1  found  his  breathing  hurried  and 
rattling;  cough  shrill,  but  not  frequent; 
expectoration  purulent ;  pulse  160  ;  skin 
moist;  bowels  open.  I  immediately  bled 
him  to  three  ouuees ;  had  six  leeches  applied 
to  the  breast ;  put  him  into  a  warm  hath  for  a, 
quarter  of  an  hour,  had  him  taken  out,  wiped,, 
and  wrapped  in  warm  blaukets  ;  and  gave 
him  ten  grains  of  pul  v.  ipecac,  in  alittle  warm- 
water,  aud  to  drink  freely  of  warm  water 
afterwards.  This  not  acting  immediately,, 
I  got,  from  the  house  of  a  lady  in  the/ 
neighbourhood,  an  ounce  mixture  of  vin. 
antimouial  et  vin.  ipecac,  aa.  3$s.,  and  gave 

*  We  shall  offer  a  few  practical  remarks 
on  Civup  in  an  early  Number.— Ko.  L. 
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him  a  teaspoonful  every  ten  minutes,  till 
it  produced  free  vomiting;;  he  took  it  all. 
He  hod  an  enema  administered.  I  now 
«ent  him  down  a  mixture  of  antim.  tort.  gr.  j. 
oq.  purse  Jj.,  to  take  a  teaspoonful  every 
three  hours ;  this  produced  a  good  deal  of 
nausea,  and  once  or  twice  vomiting,  with 
profuse  sweating.  I  saw  him  aguin  in 
the  evening ;  much  the  same  as  in  the 
morning.  1  again  took  away  three  ounces  of 
blood,  ond  gave  him  pulv.  jalap,  gr.  xv.  in 
a  little  water  ;  the  bowels  were  purged  the 
following  morning  twice,  about  six  o'clock. 
Friday  morning,  ten  o'clock.  He  appears 
much  worse  in  every  respect ;  the  face  is 
pale  and  ghastly  ;  his  breathing  is  very  la- 
borious, and  he  is  very  restless.  I  then 
determined,  as  a  last  resource,  to  give  him 
calomel,  gr.  iij.  every  third  hour.  He  took 
one  dose,  but  died  at  half-post  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 


QUACKERY  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND* 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — I  have  great  pleasure  in  learning, 
from  a  late  Number  of  your  valuable  Jour- 
nal, that  a  surgeon,  in  the  North  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  haa  taken  up  the  subject  of 
quackery  which  has  of  late  attained  m  great 
a  height  in  the  north  of  Kngland. 

I  do  not  intend  (at  this  time  at  least)  to 
enter  into  any  details  of  the  great  extent 
to  which  this  unlawful  system  has  been 
carried,  but  from  the  Increasing  evils 
which  daily  arise  from  it  in  this  part  of  the 
country,  1  hope  to  be  the  means  of  prompt- 
ing some  older  and  more  able  practitioner 
to  take  the  subject  in  hand.  Few  coun- 
tries, if  any,  I  bejieve,  are  more  cursed 
with  bone-setters,  and  such  like,  than  the 
county  of  Northumberland  ;  and  I  have 
often  wondered  that  no  one  has  attempted 
to  put  a  stop  to  such  a  system  before  this 
time.  These  empty  braggarts,  it  is  well 
known,  take  all  accidents  under  their  care; 
and  we  have  many  proofs,  many  serious 
proofs,  that  the  greater  part  which  fall  under 
thrir  hands  are  discharged  with  such  limbs, 
and  such  specimens  of  treatment,  that  any 
pupil  who  had  o:ily  been  six  mouths  in  the 
profession  would  "be  ashimed  to  look  ut 
them. 

The  medical  men  of  Illy  the  I  would 
now  directly  call  upon  to  support  that  dig- 
nity which  their  profession  demands,  and 
annihilate  those  illiterate  "  fungi"  which 
have  so  lately  sprouted  up  among  them  :  it  is 
well  known  in  the  county  that  one  of  these 
(lately  deceased)  after  having  served  an 
apprenticeship  to  a  linen-draper,  com- 
menced in  that  town,  and  that,  during  his 


lifetime,  people,  out  of  number,  crowded  to 
his  house— that  since  his  death,  a  young  re- 
lative, considering  himself  due  he  ir  to  bis 
p lattice,  having  placed  the  word  '  Surgeon' 
on  his  door,  has  commenced  with  all  the 
confidence  of  a  medical  man  of  fifty  years' 
standing,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  regular 
practitioner,  and  still  more  so  to  the  poor 
suffering  individuals  who  fail  under  his  care: 
the  same  also  may  be  said  of  several  other 
towns  and  villages  in  the  county.  Hoping 
then  that  some  means  may  soon  be  employ- 
ed to  improve  the  state  of  the  medical  pro* 
fession  in  this  county, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Yours  mo&t  respectfully, 
A  Sorgbon-Apothbcary. 
Newcastle,  Oct.  1, 1828. 


PHRENOLOGY. 


To  the  Editor  of  Tub  Lancet. 

Sir,— I  am  induced  to  notice  the  article 
of  your  Birmingham  correspondent,  not  be* 
cause  it  contains  any  very  new  or  very 
powerful  objections  to  phrenology  ;  but  be- 
cause some  of  your  readers  who  know  no- 
thing of  the  subject  may  be  prejudiced  by 
assertions  which  are  allowed  to  remain  on- 
contradicted.  Though,  like  a  late  statesman, 
he  is  not  easily  answered,  from  the  difficulty 
of  finding  the  strong  point  of  his  argument— 
"  no  man  knows  where  to  have  him."  I  hope 
to  induce  your  non-phrenological  readers 
to  seek  the  opinions  of  phrenologists  in 
their  own  works,  not  in  those  of  tbeir  op- 
ponents, to  examine  for  themselves,  taking 
nothing  on  trust ;  and  if  tbey  do  so,  we  are 
not  afraid  of  the  result. 

The  first  paragraph  of  A's article  contains 
the  commou  accusation  of  queokery,  which, 
as  it  is  merely  an  assertion,  may  be  met 
with  a  denial,  and  calling  upon  him  to  pro- 
duce his  evidence.  I  would,  however,  sug^- 
gest  that  if,  as  he  says,  and  I  believe,  the 
present  age  is  so  superior  to  those  which 
have  preceded  it  in  scientific  and  metaphy- 
sical accuracy,  the  time  was  ill  chosen  for 
founding  a  delusive  science,  and  that  the 
gradual,  but  steady,  progress  of  phrenology, 
from  its  discovery  to  the  present  moment, 
affords  a  fair  inference  that  it  does  not  de* 
serve  to  ba  classed  with  alchemy,  and  the 
other  follies,  which,  as  A  truly  says,  would 
consign  their  professors  to  merited  con- 
tempt. 

If  when  A  soys  it  is  impossible,  from  cir- 
cumstances of  uncontrollable  force,  to  trace 
the  connection  between  the  developments 
of  the  brain  and  mental  emotions,  and  in* 
tellectual  operations,  he  means  that  we 
cannot  observe  any  physical  connexion,  i 
that  he  is  right,  and  no  phrenologist 
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ever  maintained  the  contrary ;  hut  if  he 
will,  with  Dr.  Brown,  whose  excellent  work 
he  subsequently  quotes,  understand  the 
cause  to  signify  universal  antecedence,  and 
effect  universal  succession,  I  deny  the  im- 
possibility, and  confidently  appeal  to  the 
numerous  facts  clearlv  before  the  public. 
If  "  any  one  of  the  various  and  blended 


but  merely  say,  "  show  us  a  head,  and  we 
will  tell  you  how  the  wearer  is  likely  to  act 
and  feel  in  such  and  such  a  situation."  But 
they  also  say,  that  there  are  natural  differ- 
ences of  talents  and  disposition  which  nei- 
ther education  nor  circumstances  can  per- 
fectly assimilate,  and  that  some  minds  take 
suggestions  more  easily  than  others ;  that 


emotions  by  which  the  mind  of  man  is  liable  !  no  change  of  situation  would  have  made 
to  be  agitated,  may  give  rise  to  any  con-  j  Ilarupdeu,  Strafford — or  Strafford,  Hampden; 
ceivable  action,  or  train  of  actions,"  then  and  that  A  might  have  sat  for  his  whole  life 
there  i«  an  abjection,  not  merely  fatal  to .  in  Xewton's chair,  and  in  Xewtou's  garden, 
phrenology,  but  to  the  science  of  mind  alto-  and  have  seen  every  apple  fall  from  every 


gether  ;  but  bow  an  emotion  of  benevolence 
can  give  rise  to  murder,  or  one  of  hatred  to 
an  act  of  kindness,  must  be  left  for  him  to 
explain. 

But  the  point  to  which  I  principally 
object  is  his  description  of  the  operations  of 
the  phrenologist.  "  Taking  it  for  granted," 
aays  he,  that  his  general  doctrine  is  cor- 
rect, and  that  the  mental  affections  are  indi- 
cated by  certain  elevations  of  the  brain,"  &c. 

Now,  Sir,  your  correspondent  knows 
something  of  the  matter,  or  he  does  not. 
if  he  does,  he  most  be  aware  that  a  peculiar 
development  in  some  of  Iris  schoolfellows, 
induced  Gall,  when  a  boy,  to  examine  the 
skulls  of  persons  of  marked  character,  and 
that  no  organ  was  stated  as  ascertained  till 
many  eases  concurred  to  prove,  and  none  to 
controvert  it.  If  he  knew  this,  he  has  mis- 
represented, and  if  he  did  not,  heonehtnot 
to  have  written  upon  a  subject  of  which  he 
wns  wholly  ignorant.  All  which  the  phre- 
nologist "  finds,  or  pretends  to  find,"  are  cer- 


tree,  without  having  his  ideas  carried  up  to 
the  theory  of  gravitation,  or  beyond  that  of 
a  duujpliug. 

As  far  as  I  can  understand  your  corres- 
pondent, he  lias  mistaken  the  phrenological 
doctrine  of  firmness,  which  may  be  well 
given  in  the  words  of  Sterne  : — "  That  qua- 
lity which  would  have  been  called  fixmuess 
in  a  good  cause,  and  obstinacy  in  a  bad 
one."  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  steadiness 
and  unimpressibility,  and  their  absence,  in 
persons  of  otherwise  similar  dispositions, 
are  so  common,  that  nearly  every  one  may 
find  examples,  even  in  his  owu  family.  If 
A  has  not  perceived  any  instances,  all  that 
1  can  say  is,  that  I  am  sorry  for  him,  and 
hope  he  will  look  again.  His  observations 
on  the  character  of  Othello  are  correct 
enough  ;  but  the  immediate  emotion  of 
Othello  towards  Cassio,  would  be  ascribed 
by  a  phrenologist,  uot  to  firmness,  but  to 
destructiveness.  Othello  acts  before  he  haa 
time  to  cool.    Had  he  pursued  his  revenge 


tain  elevations  which,  having  been  found  half  a  dozen  years,  unchanged  and  uumiti- 
in  every  examined  skull  of  persons  who  hare  gated,  we  should  say  that  firmness  must 
been  distinguished  for  any  peculiarity  of  have  twen  a  leading  point  in  his  character. 


character,  he  believes  to  be  indicative  of 
similar  character  in  the  individual  under 
examination  ;  and  he  thinks  it  hard,  when 
he  appeals  to  facts,  to  show  that  a  thine  is 


What  I  have  said,  I  trust,  is  sufficient  to 
show  that  your  correspondent  is  not  entitled 
to  conclude  with  the  very  triumphant  hope, 
that,  "from  the  above  <*bsei vatiom,  all  unpre* 


to  be  met  with  arguments  a  priori,  to  show  judiced  minds  will  admit  the  insufficiency 


that  it  cannot  te,  and  still  harder  to  fiud  any 
attention  given  to  unsupported  assertions 
that  it  is  not.  Most  of  your  readers,  I  pre- 
sume, have  profited  enough  by  observation 
(whether  phrenological  nr  not)  to  form  a 
tolerably  correct  notion  of  the  characters  of 
those  with  whom  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
frequent  intercourse  ;  though  I  shall  not  be 
so  rude  as  to  contradict  A,  by  affirming 
that  to  him,  "after  very  protracted  obser- 
vation, even  a  loose  conception  i3  more  than 
barely  possible." 


of  phrenological  evidence and  that,  whe- 
ther phrenology  be  founded  on  a  rock  or  the 
sand,  it  stands  just  as  it  did  a  week  ago, 
as  far  as  regards'  his  attack  upon  it.  Should 
he  resume  his  pen,  I  would  submit  to  him, 
that  a  little  more  attention  to  politeness  will 
not  blunt  the  edge  of  his  wit,  or  diminish 
the  weight  of  his  arguments.  Such  terms  us 
"  shallow  phrenologist,"  "  resolute  quacke- 
ry," and  the  like,  do  not  help  a  good  cause, 
and  make  a  bad  one  worse.  And,  as  to 
phreuology  being  "  derided  by  the  wise," 


All  phrenologist  sail m it  the  influence  of  i  and  supported  alone  by  "  resolute  quacks,'* 
mixed  motives,  aud  the  very  nomenclature  1  I  beg  him  to  turn  to  page  21?  of  the  1\ urn- 


shows  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  important 
parts  of  their  science.  All  admit  the  in- 
fluence of  education  in  the  formation  of  cha- 
racter, aud  of  circumstances  in  directing 
our  actions.  They  do  not  pretend  from  an 
inspection  of  the  head  to  say  what  events 
have  brought  the  mind  to  its  present  state, 


her  in  which  his  article  appeared,  and  if, 
after  having  done  so,  he  repeals  his  accusa- 
tion of  ignorance  and  imposture,  I  have  no 
more  to  say  of  him  ;  but  the  public  will 
judge  between  us. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant. 
Temple,  Nov.  17.  B.  II. 
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CHERRATTAH. 


To  the  Editor  c/The  Lancet. 

Sir, — It  bas  long  been  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  me,  that  the  cherrattah,  which  has 
been  held  from  time  immemorial  in  great 
estimation  by  the  native*  of  Bengal,  and  the 
European  residents,  especially  by  the  medi- 
cal officers,  as  a  very  efficacious  deobstruent 
snd  stomachic  medicine,  ahould  not  have 
been  introduced  into  the  practice  of  this 
country,  especially  as  the  variety  of  dys- 
pepsia, for  which  it  is  considered  8  specific, 
(accompanied  with,  and  probably  dependent 
on,  sluggishness,  or  an  overloaded  state  of 
the  liver.)  is  as  prevalent  in  this  country  as 
in  the  East  Indies.  It  is  said,  the  effects 
of  the  cherrattah  are  not,  like  the  stomachics 
in  general  use,  confined  to  the  stomach,  but 
•re  extended  to  the  other  abdominal  viacera, 
particularly  ths  liver,  which  it  deterges,or,as 
Dr.  Currie  observes,  "  emulges,"  and  this  I 
belive  to  be  the  case  ;  for  1  have  observed 
the  faeces,  during  its  use,  to  be  well  charged 
with  bile,  and  the  complexion  to  become 
clear.  Although  not  aperient,  it  evidently 
prevents  an  accumulation  of  fasces  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  intestinal  canal ;  which, 
as  a  late  writer  observes,  is  a  common 
cause  of  disorders  of  the  stomach  and  head, 
at  the  same  time  it  promotes  digestion. 
The  medicinal  virtues  of  this  herb  are  im- 
parted to  boiling  water;  and  the  infusiou, 
when  properly  made,  is  a  very  grateful 
bitter,  but  the  natives  prefer  the  decoction 
made  by  gently  boiling  half  an  ounce  of  the 
cut  dried  herb  in  a  pint  of  water,  for  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes ;  of  this  decoc- 
tion, they  take  a  small  wine-glass  full  two 
or  three  times  a  day.  The  extract,  which 
also  contains  the  virtues  of  the  herb  in 
great  perfection,  is  taken  in  the  form  of 
pills.  It  is  likewise  given  by  the  Indian 
practitioners,  in  cases  of  pulmonary  con- 
sumption and  scrofula  ;  but  of  its  effects  in 
the  former  malady,  I  cannot  speak  from  ex- 

Serience  ;  but,  in  the  latter  malady,  1  have 
•equently  witnessed  its  salutary  operation. 
Dr.  Fleming,  late  of  Bengal,  speaks  highly 
of  the  cherrattah  as  a  tonic  medicine.  The 
author  of  the  work  on  tropical  diseases,  also 
gives  it  a  high  character ;  and  Mr.  Addi- 
son, the  author  of  a  treatise  on  the  Malvern 
waters,  says  that,  from  the  very  beneficial 
effects  it  had  on  himself,  it  is  a  valuable 
addition  to  the  class  of  stomachic  medi- 
cines. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Baker. 

Stamford  Street,  Blackfriars, 
Nov.  13, 1828. 


;  an 

dura 


laceration  or  the  erain. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Presuming  that  the  following  cose 
of  laceration  of  the  brain,  without  fracture 
of  the  cranium,  will  be  deemed  worthy  of 
notice,  I  send  it  for  insertion  in  The  Lan- 
cet, and  am,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

T.  VV.Wansbrouob. 
Fulham,  Nov.  9tb,  1828. 

The  late  Mr.  Dunn,  a  corpulent  man,  was 
thrown  from  his  horse  on  Fulham  Bridge, 
by  an  errand  cart,  driven  furiously  against 
him.  The  horae  and  his  rider  were  preci- 
pitated with  great  violence  by  the  force  of 
the  shock,  and  Mr.  Dunn  waa  taken  to  the 
nearest  inn,  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and 
continued  so  for  six  days,  when  he  expired. 
The  examination  of  the  brain  was  performed 
seventeen  hours  after  death  ;  the  following 
appearances  were  noted. 

Considerable  extravasation  of  blood  be- 
neath the  scalp,  posteriorly.  (A  complete 
tendinous  origin  of  the  occipito  frontalis.) 

A  considerable  effusion  of  serum  between 
the  dura  mater  and  arachnoid  tunic 
extravasation  of  blood  between  the 
mater  and  calvarium,  oppoaite  the 
and  lower  part  of  the  right  hemisphere ;  a  com- 
paratively slight  extravasation  of  blood  be- 
tween the  dura  mater  and  skull,  on  the  Ufl 
side  of  the  posterior  lobe,  opposite  the  sutura 
lamdoidalis  additamenta. 

On  removing  the  dura  mater,  an  univer- 
sal effusion  of  serum,  extravasation  of  blood 
on  the  pia  mater,  covering  the  side  cf  the 
right  hemisphere,  but  to  no  considerable 
extent ;  on  examining  the  right  hemisphere, 
the  extravasation  of  blood  is  not  coutiuued 
into  the  substance  of  the  brain.  Plexus 
choroides  empty  ;  the  third  ventricle  full 
of  water ;  a  slight  extravanation  of  blood  in 
the  middle  division  of  the  base,  in  coagula. 
On  removing  the  brain  from  the  base,  the 
extravasation  of  blood  between  the  pia  mater 
and  brain  was  found  to  be  universal  on  the 
outer  side  of  the  right  hemisphere,  but  not 
extending  into  the  substance  of  the  brain, 
only  dipping  down  into  its  sulci.  At  the 
under  surface  of  the  right  hemisphere,  atid  oppo- 
site to  the  external  seat  of  injury,  a  suijaee,  to  the 
extent  of  three  inches  in  lengthy  and  one  in 
breadth,  was  lacerated.  The  vessels  of  the  pia 
mater  full  of  blood.  It  appears  that  the  la- 
ceration took  place  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
brain  to  that  on  which  the  blow  was  received. 
The  concussion,  therefore,  must  have  been 
tremendous.  The  only  external  mark  of  in- 
jury was  a  slight  abrasion  of  the  scalp  on 
the  left  side  of  the  head,  near  the  lamdoi- 
dal  suture,  occasioned  by  the  hard  gravelled 
road  on  which  he  fell. 
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THE  LANCET. 

London,  Saturday,  December  13,  1828. 

It  is  evident  that,  so  long  as  human  na- 1 
ture  is  constituted  as  it  is,  the  limits  be- 
tween fair  and  unjustifiable  comment  on  the 
blunders  of  physicians  and  surgeons  can 
never  be  justly  estimated,  or  distinctly  ap- 1 
prehended,  by  the  parties  who  have  ex- 
posed themselves  to  animadversion.  The 
law  of  all  communities  regulated  by  civil 
institutions  declare*,  that  no  man  should 
be  a  judge  in  his  own  cause  ;  but  by  a  law 
of  human  nature,  antecedent  to  all  civil  in- 
stitutions, almost  every  man  feels  disposed 
to  judge  favourably  of  his  own  capacity, 
and  to  regard  any  opinion,  or  act,  tending 
to  a  differeut  conclusion,  as  malicious  and 
unjustifiable.    From  the  earliest  period  at 
which  critics  began  to  exercise  their  func- 
tions, down  to  the  latest  instance  in  which 
ignorance  or   bad  taste  may  have  been 
censured  and  exposed,  perhaps  a  case  never 
yet  occurred  in  which  an  author  acquiesced 
in  the  justice  and  propriety  of  his  flagella- 
tion.  The  respect  which  a  man  entertains 
for  his  own  understanding,  like  the  ten- 
derness wherewith  he  regards  his  own  flesh, 
may  be  a  feeling  in  which  no  other  indivi- 
dual can  participate  ;  but  he  is  commonly 
as  ready  to  resent  any  disparagement  of  the 
one,  as  to  resist  any  unptovoked  aggression 
on  the  other.   Jupiter,  says  the  fuble,  has 
slung  one  bag  on  a  man's  back,  containing 
his  own  infirmities,  and  another  bag  on  his 
chest,  containing  the  infirmities  of  other 
men.    Hence  an  attempt  to  alter  the  posi- 
tion of  these  bags  is  supposed  to  be  natu- 
rally resented,  and  resisted  by  the  party  who 
carries  them,  as  an  outrage  on  the  laws  of 
the  animal  economy.    It  is  an  attempt  to 
turn  a  man's  back  upon  himself  j  an  act  of 
violence,  which,  though,  if  we  may  credit 
a  celebrated  authority,  the  body  politic  once 
meditated  committing  upon  itself,  it  would 

No.  U76. 


be  unjust  and  indecorous,  supposing  the 
bags  of  the  fable  to  form  part  and  parcel  of 
our  bodies  natural,  for  one  man  to  perpe- 
trate upon  another.  Happily,  however,  for 
the  interests  of  the  literary  republic,  there 
is  not  only  all  the  difference  in  the  world 
between  attacks  upon  the  person  and  upon 
the  understanding  of  an  author,  but  this  dif- 
ference has  been  fully  recognised  by  our 
courts  of  justice,  which  have  refused,  in 
cases  of  offences  against  the  laws  of  good 
writing,  to  interfere  with  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  courts  critical,  and  have  left  the  offen- 
ders to  be  judged  and  punished  at  discre- 
tion by  the  arbiters  of  literary  taste.  If 
the  criticism  be  unfair,  the  legitimate  court 
of  appeal  is  the  public. 

The  same  observations,  which  apply  to 
criticism  on  a  man's  literary  compositions, 
are  equally  applicable  to  criticism  on  his 
scientific  pretensions.  Whether  we  Bhow, 
by  quotations  and  comments,  that  an  au- 
thor has  written  a  bad  book,  or  demonstrate, 
by  facts  and  comments,  that  a  physician  or 
surgeon  is  ignorant  of  his  profession,  criti- 
cism is,  in  either  case,  directed  against  the 
incapacity  of  the  party,  and  tends,  in  eithiv 
case,  to  disparage  his  intellectual  qualifier. x- 
tions.  The  comments  will  in  both  cases, 
of  course,  be  regarded  as  unjustifiable,  and 
the  critics  denounced  as  libellers  by  the 
persons  subjected  to  criticism  ;  but  whether 
the  ignorance  of  those  who  undertake  the 
care  of  the  public  health  is  entitled  to 
greater  protection  than  that  of  authors, 
whose  compositions  are  calculated  to  mis- 
lead or  vitiate  the  taste  of  their  readers,  is 
a  question  which  has  not  yet  been  decided 
in  a  court  of  justice.  This  question  has  not 
been  judicially  decided,  because,  hitherto, 
no  case,  in  which  the  ignorance  of  a  physi- 
cian or  surgeou  has  been  made  the  subject 
of  comment  in  The  Lancet,  has  ever  been 
brought  into  a  court  of  justice,  and,  before 
the  establishment  of  Tut  Lanckt,  reports 
of  ca3es  occurring  in  our  public  Hospitals 
were  never  published.  Our  readers  are 
l 


Digitized  by  Google 


Sob" 


CRITICISM  OF  PUBLIC  FUNCTIONARIES. 


rer  commented  on 
errors  occurring  in  private  practice,  except 
where  such  errors  have  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  an  action  at  law,  as  in  the  case  of 
Stan  ley,  the  Hospital  Surgeon,  who  mistook 


has  never  directly  decided  on  the  partic 
lar  case  of  a  physician,  or  surgeon,  sup- 
posing himself  to  be  too  roughly  handled  by 
a  medical  critic ;  because,  hitherto,  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons,  who  have  considered 


a  piece  of  flint,  of  nearly  two  inches  in  dia- .  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  publicity  given 
meter,  and  at  the  distance  of  more  than  one  to  their  mishaps,  have  deemed  it  wiser  to 
inch  from  his  patient's  en  tiki  patella,  for  a  |  appeal  to  a  medical  than  to  a  legal  tri. 
portion  of  that  patella;  and  they  are  awareti  banal.  But  the  analogy  between  criticism  ou 
also,  of  the  grounds  upon  which  we  have  con- 1  cases  of  mala  praxis  in  surgery  or  medicine, 


fined  our  criticisms  to  the  blunders  of  Hos- 
pital functionaries.  Now,  we  ask, upon  what 
principle  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  pub-  [  as  the  courts  of  law  have  carried  the  priu- 


and  criticism  on  despicable  literary  compo- 
te, seems  to  as  to  be  complete,  as  far 


SI 


lie  hospitals  can  be  entitled  to  greater  indul- 
gence from  medical  journalists,  than  authors 
who  endeavour  to  instruct,  or  entertain  the 
public  by  their  scientific  or  liteiary  produc- 
tions are  allowed  by  law  to  claim  from  literary 
journalists?  Are  they  more  exempt  from 
error  ?  If  it  can  be  shown  that  blunders  are 
never  committed  by  these  persons,  then  we 
admit  that  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  se- 
vere comment  on  hospital  practice  must  be 
unjustifiable,  because,  by  the  supposition, 
such  comment  must  necessarily  be  unjust. 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  be  matter  of 
notoriety  that  cases  are  frequently,  aye, 
constantly,  occurring,  in  which  the  health 
and  lives  of  patients  are  destroyed  by  the 
negligence  and  ignorance  of  hospital  func- 
tionaries ;  if  it  be  matter  of  notoriety,  that 
the  election  of  these  functionaries  is  fre- 
quently an  affair  of  family  interest  and  in- 
trigue, depending,  not  on  the  pre-eminent 
scientific  attainments  of  the  person  elected, 
but  on  the  fiat  of  some  individual,  incapa- 
ble of  judging  of  such  attainments,  or,  if 


ciple  of  damnum  absque  injuria',  as  applied  to 
the  loss  sustained  by  authors  in  the  latter 
cases;  and  upon  grounds  of  public  expedi- 
ency, that  principle  might  be  carried  still 
further,  in  the  case  of  incompetent  surgeons 
and  physicians.  The  courts  of  law  will  not 
protect  an  author,  however  damnified  in  his 
literary  reputation,  against  his  critic ;  and 
why?  Because,  if  they  cramped  observa- 
tions upon  authors  and  their  works,  the  pub- 
lic might  suffer  in  their  pockets,  and  in 
their  literary  taste,  by  the  purchase  of  worth- 
less books.  Apply  this  principle  to  criticism 
on  medical  or  surgical  practice,  and  by  how 
much  the  health  and  lives  of  the  public  are 
of  more  importance  than  their  advancement 
in  knowledge,  or  their  literary  taste,  by  so 
much  will  the  Physician  or  Surgeon,  whose 
practice  is  animadverted  upon,  be  less  en- 
titled than  the  author  to  the  interference  of 
a  court  of  law  against  his  critic.  The  in- 
competent physician  or  surgeon  may  be 
damnified  in  his  pocket  by  the  criticism, 
and  bo  may  the  incompetent  author;  the 


capable,  biassed  by  considerations  wholly  j  physician  or  surgeon  may  have  nothing  but 
distinct  from,  and  inconsistent  with,  the  in- ;  his  professional  skill,  however  slender,  to 
terests  of  a  charitable  institution  ; — if  such  rely  upon  ;  and  the  literary  powers,  how- 
facts  be  notorious,  and  capable  of  proof, — in  ever  despicable,  of  the  author,  may  be  his 
what  respect  does  an  incompetent  hospital '  sole  means  of  subsistence ;  but,  where  the 
functionary  deserve  greater  indulgence  at  public  is  a  gainer  by  the  exposure  of  false 
the  hands  of  a  journalist,  than  an  ignorant  pretension,  the  loss  of  the  individual  ex- 
or  vapid  writer  ?  or,  upon  what  principles  of '.  posed  is  held  by  the  law  to  be  damnum 
law  or  reason  is  he  entitled  to  ask  for  greater  absque  injuria, — a  loss  entitled  to  no  repara- 


immunitiesl  The  law,  as  we  have  stated, 


tion— a  loss  which  he  ought  to  sustain. 
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It  Is  perfectly  clear,  that  if  a  physician 
or  surgeon  write  a  book]  on  a  professional 
subject,  he  is  just  as  liable  as  any  other 
author,  to  be  publicly  taxed  with  ignorance  ; 
and  that  however  damnified  by  the  criticism, 
aye,  though  his  fee-book  may  have  been 
rendered  carte  blanche  by  the  castigation,  he 
cannot  recover  damages,  in  a  court  of  law, 
against  the  critic,  provided  the  censure,  or 


A  Treatise  on  the  Disease*  of  the  Bones.  By 
Benjamin  Bell,  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh  and 
London.   Edinburgh.    Blackwood.  8vo. 

pp.294.  1828. 

From  the  comparatively  low  organization 
of  bone,  and  the  consequent  slowness  with 


which  all  its  sanatory,  as  well  as  mor- 
^enthendiculetowh^hhemayhavebeen  bid,  processe8  are  /arr5ed  0Q>  fc 

subiected.  arise  fairly  out  of  the  subject- 


matter,  and  cannot  be  taken  to  be  directed 
against  the  private  or  moral  character  of  the 
man.    And  a  court  of  law  would  not,  in  j 


not  having  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
immediate  effects  of  remedies,  have  im- 
bibed a  notion  that  art  can  effect  little  or 

,  nothing  in  diseases  of  the  osseous  tissue 
such  a  case,  enter  into  the  question  Whe- 1 .1  *  •   e  1  •  »    .  * 

tner  tiie  critic  was,  or  was  not  ripht  InhiV  >•  *»  ... 

,     wua  n0i  ngui,  in  nis  vu  medlCatrix  nalura.    Hence,  although  we 

view  o  the  merits  of  the  work-  hut  if  it  N  » 

me  worn,  Dut,  nit,bave  matiy  excellent  systematic  works  on 

appeared  that  he  had  not  travelled  out  of  the  the  patboIogv  of  tbe  bone3,  it  is  strongly 
work  he  criticised,  for  the  purposes  of  slan- 1  impre8Sed  on  our  mindg  lhat  ^re  ^  gene. 
def,  ,t  would,  on.  plea  of  the  general  issue,  jralIv  8peaking|  a  waDt  of  information  on 
direct  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.  Nowthefthis  subject,  arising  from  the  causes  we 
only  difference  between  the  case  j  ust  put,and  :haye  alluded  t0. 


those  under  discussion,  which,  to  a  certain 
extent,  may  be  considered  yrima  impressianis, 
i*  that  whereas  in  the  former  the  thing 
criticised  is  a  published  composition  ;  in 
the  latter,  the  thing  criticised  is  an  opera- 
tion publicly  performed.  The  loss  to  the  in- 
dividual is  likely  to  be  equal,  whether  he  be 
shown  to  have  betrayed  ignorance  of  the 
principles  of  his  profession  in  a  written 
composition,  or  unskilfulness  in  the  prac- 
tice of  it  ns  a  public  operation ;  and  the 
gain  to  the  public  is  greater  in  the  latter 
case  than  in  the  former,  inasmuch  as  the 
safety  of  the  community  is  more  directly 
compromised  by  the  incompetency  of  a 
public  operator.    Upon  these  principles,  he 


who  criticises  a 


The  method  of  classification,  which  the 
author  has  adopted  in  describing  the  di- 
seases of  bone,  is  as  follows  :■ — 

"  I.  The  first  head  includes  the  various 
kinds  of  inflammation  to  which  bone  and  its 
membranes  are  subject,  viz. — 1.  Inflamma- 
tion of  the  periosteum.— 2.  Inflammation  of 
the  surface  of  bone. — 3.  Inflammation  of 
the  internal  structure,  or  interstitial  in- 
flammation of  bone. — 4.  Suppurative  in- 
flammation of  bone. — 5.  Scrofulous  inflam- 
mation of  bone.— 6.  Adhesive  inflammation 
of  bone. 

II.  Under  the  second  head  are  included 
the  consequences  of  inflammation,  viz. — 
1.  Abscess  in  bone. — 2.  Ulceration  of 
bone. — 3.  Mortification  of  bone. 

III.  The  third  head  includes  those  affec- 
tions of  bone  which  apparently  depend 
upon  a  morbid  condition  of  its  assimilating 
vessels. — 1.  Softening  of  bone.— 2.  Brittle- 


„„u;„  „      .•  ...      vessels.— 1.  tjuucuuii:  ui  uuue.— z.  .uriinc- 

pubhc  operation,  would  be  I       of  w  _3  hlhtenlhiaX  ab8orption  of 


as  fully  entitled  to  a  verdict,  as  he  who  cri- 
ticises a  written  composition  on  a  medical 
subject,  supposing  him  to  meet  an  action 
for  damages  by  a  plea  of  the  general  issue  ; 
« fortiori  would  he  be  entitled  to  a  verdict 
sapposing  him  to  be  able  to  plead  and  sus- 
tain a  justification  of  the  truth  of  the  mat- 
ter, whereby  the  reputation  of  the  party 
criticised  is  supposed  to  be  damnified. 


Done. — 1.  Interstitial  deposition  and  en- 
largement of  bone. — Atrophy  or  wasting  of 
bone. 

IV.  The  fourth  head  includes  those  pre- 
ternatural growths  from  bone,  which  have 
not  been  proved  to  be  the  result  of  inflam- 
mation, and  which  are  not  of  a  malignant 
nature. 

V.  The  fifth  head  embraces  those  incura- 
ble diseases  which  depend  upon  degenera- 
tion of  the  osseous  J  tissue,  viz.— 1.  Spina 

12 
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Ventosa.— 2.  Osteo-sarcoma,  or  Fungus  Hse- 
ipatodes  of  bone. 

VI.  A  sixth  head  may  with  propriety 
include  those  anomalous  affections  of  bone, 
concerning  the  nature  of  which  little  as  yet 
is  known. — 1.  Bloody  tumour,  or  aneurism 
of  bone — 2.  Tumours  dependent  upon  the 
existence  of  hydatids  in  the  substance  of 
the  osseous  tissue." 


QUESTIONS  FOR  CANDIDATES. 

studied  at  the  bed  side,  and  in  the  dissect* 
ing  room.  Subjoined  to  the  treatise,  is  a 
catalogue  of  the  preparations  illustrative 
of  the  diseases  of  bone,  contained  in  the 
museum  of  the  Edinburgh  College  of  Sur- 
geons. The  description  of  these  prepara- 
tions is  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Charles  Bell, 


Mr.  Bell  makes  some  interesting  re 
marks  on  «« interstitial  absorption  of  bone," 
a  term  which  he  first  employed  in  a  me- 
moir, published  in  1824,  in  reference  to 
the  well-known  affection  incidental  to  the 
neck  of  the  thigh  bone.  The  disease,  bow- 
ever,  Mr.  Bell  informs  us,  is  not  peculiar 
to  the  femur,  it  is  not  common  to  any  pe- 
riod of  life— in  the  young  it  is  generally 
confined  to  the  vertebral  column—and  in 
the  middle-aged  and  elderly  its  usual  seat 
is  the  cervix  femoris.  We  regTet  that 
we  have  not  space  for  the  whole  of  the 
author's  remarks  on  this  subject,  both  as 
regards  the  local  peculiarities  of  the  affec- 
tion as  well  as  its  general  characteristics. 
But,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Bell,  it  is  im- 
portant to  notice  that — 

"  At  an  early  period  of  life,  or  even  in 
adult  age,  when,  from  habit,  the  body  has 
been  suffered  to  incline  on  the  side,  beyond 
the  proper  centre  of  gravity,  the  unequal 
pressure  of  one  vertebra  upon  another,  on 
the  side  to  which  the  tendency  to  inclina- 
tion has  occurred,  occasions,  in  the  first 
instance,  a  partial  absorption  of  the  inter- 
vertebral cartilages,  and  subsequently  of 
the  vertebrae  themselves." 

The  various  diseases  enumerated  in  the 
author's  classification,  are  separately  treat- 
ed of  in  a  brief,  yet  sufficiently  intelli- 
gible manner,  and  although  we  do  not 
find  any  thing  novel  as  respects  the  patho- 
logy of  the  bones,  yet  the  whole  subject  is 
ao  well  treated,  that  in  two  hundred  pages 
of  an  octavo  volume,  there  is  sufficient 
information  for  general  purposes.  It  i3  no 
small  recommendation  to  this  work,  that, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  ull  the  morbid  con- 
ditions of  the  osseous  tissue  which  Mr. 
Bell  has  described,  have  come  under  his 
own  observation  j  the  diseases  have  been 


who  was,  if  we  mistake  not,  the  original 


possessor  of  these  "  neese  spicimins." 

The  author  has  fallen  into  one  egregious 
error,  which  we  must  take  the  liberty  of  cor- 
recting before  we  conclude  our  review.  In 
a  note,  at  page  191,  Sir  William  Blizard  is 
designated  "  one  of  the  pathbrs  of  sur- 
gery." One  of  the  great  orandmothers 
would  have  been  nearer  the  truth. 


QUESTIONS  PROPOSED  TO  A  CANDIDATE  FOR 
THE  DEGREE  OP  M.D.  AT  EDINBURGH. 


DR.  GRECORY'S  QUESTIONS. 

What  is  a  muscle  ? 

Are  the  extremities  of  muscles  of  the 
same  texture  as  the  other  parts  ? 

Why  are  the  extremities  of  muscles  com- 
posed of  tendon  ? 

What  are  the  conditions  in  which  a  muscle 
exists  ? 

Do  muscles  always  become  relaxed  after 
contraction  1 

What  are  their  diseases  ? 

What  is  the  colour  of  a  muscle  ? 

Is  this  colour  essential  ? 

Whence  is  it  derived  ? 

When  the  blood  is  removed,  what  is  their 
colour  ? 

Are  there  any  hollow  muscles  ? 

Have  the  arteries  any  muscular  fibres  ? 

What  is  the  use  of  them  ? 

Has  not  the  heart  the  power  of  propelling 
the  blood  ? 

How  do  you  prove  this  ? 

Are  muscular  fibres  discovered  in  the 
veins? 

Are  there  any  valves  in  the  arteries? 
Are  there  any  valves  in  the  veins? 
In  what  part  of  the  body  is  that  ? 
How  are  the  veins  here  subjected  to  pres- 
sure ? 

What  is  the  cause  of  paralysis? 
Does  the  pressure  occur  at  any  particular 
part  ? 

Is  there  ever  any  other  symptom,  besides 
loss  of  motion,  in  paralysis '? 
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If  pressure  is  made  on  the  right  lobe  of  the 
brain,  where  will  pamlysis  occur? 

W  hat  is  that  disease  called,  when,  besides 
loss  of  sense  and  motion,  there  is  also  a 
comatose  state  1 

Are  paralysis  and  apoplexy  allied  to  each 
other? 

How  do  you  know  this  ? 

Are  there  any  other  diseases  of  the  mus- 
cles ? 

What  are  the  symptoms  of  epilepsy  ? 

Are  all  the  muscles  of  the  body  always 
convulsed  ? 

Are  there  any  symptoms  denoting  the 
approach  of  an  epileptic  fit? 

Does  tiie  patient  recover  immediately,  and 
all  at  once,  from  the  fit  ? 

What  is  the  definition  of  rheumatism  ? 

Does  the  disease  affect  any  other  part  be- 
sides the  muscles  ? 

Js  there  uny  pyrexia  in  this  disease  ? 

Is  it  synocha  or  typhus? 

What  are  the  causes  of  this  disease? 

Are  there  any  other  causes,  when  cold  is 
not  applied  ? 

Does  the  pain  ever  remain  after  the  py- 
rexia is  gone  ? 

How  does  the  disease  terminate  ? 

Does  it  ever  end  in  suppuration  ? 

Does  suppuration  ever  affect  the  muscles? 

Does  the  disease  ever  terminate  in  gan- 
grene ? 

Does  death  ever  ensue  from  this  disease  ? 

What  remedies  would  you  employ  ? 

Has  the  blood,  wlicn  drawn,  any  peculia- 
rity in  this  disease  ? 
•    What  is  the  buffy  coat  ? 

What  is  the  cause  of  this  separation  ? 

Does  the  blood,  in  such  circumstances, 
coagulate  faster  cr  slower  than  usual  ? 

What  time,  in  general,  does  the  blood 
take  to  coagulate  ? 

Is  it  ever  longer? 

What  other  remedies  would  you  use  ? 
What  diaphoretics  would  you  use  ? 
What  do  you  mean  by  tho  pulvis  opi- 
atus? 

What  does  this  powder  contain  besides 
opium  and  ipecacuan  ? 

What  are  the  proportions  of  the  ingre- 
dients in  a  scruple  ? 

In  what  dose  would  you  give  it  ? 

What  inconvenience  sometimes  arisesfrom 
it? — does  it  ever  affect  the  stomach? 

.Are  there  any  bad  consequences  ever  left 
af  ter  the  disease  is  cured  ? 

Dr.  Home's  Queries. 

What  ore  the  diseases  in  which  the  mus- 
cles are  affected  with  spasm  ? 

Mention  some  of  them. 

What  are  the  symptoms  of  tetanus? 

Are  there  any  muscles  particularly  affect- 
ed ? 


What  moscles  of  the  hand  are  chiefly 

affected  ? 

Are  the  muscles  of  the  lower  jaw  affect- 
ed? 

What  are  the  species  of  tetanus  1 

What  is  opisthotonos? 

What  is  emprosthotonos  ? 

Are  the  mutcles  of  the  abdomen  affected  ? 

Does  tetanus  occur  more  frequently  in 
some  countries  than  in  others? 

What  renders  the  body  more  susceptible 
of  the  disease  in  these  countries  ? 

What  are  the  causes  of  it  ? 

Are  there  any  other  causes  ? 

Are  there  any  internal  causes  ? 

Are  there  any  causes  applied  to  the 
bowels  ? 

How  do  you  know  worms  are  a  cause  ? 

How  does  tetanus  terminate? 

Wrhat  are  the  remedies  ? 

How  does  calomel  act  ? 

Does  it  act  in  any  other  way  ? 

But  how  does  it  act  in  general  ? 

Has  it  any  other  mode  of  acting  ? 

Does  opium  act  in  any  particular  way  in 
this  disease? 

How  does  its  action  differ? 

In  what  dose  would  you  give  it? 

Who  first  introduced  this  remedy  into 
practice  ? 

Is  the  warm  or  cold  bath  most  efficient  ? 

How  is  the  cold  bath  to  be  administered  ? 

What  would  you  do  with  your  patient 
after  coming  out  of  the  bath? 

What  would  you  do  next  ? 

What  would  be  the  effect  of  opium? 

But  in  what  manifest  way  would  it  relax 
the  spasm  ? 

Dr.  Hope's  Queries. 

What  are  the  earths  ? 

There  are  more  :  What  is  very  abundant 

in  the  soil  2 

What  others  are  found  more  sparingly? 

How  do  you  know  lime  from  magnesia? 

How  do  you  know  them  from  the  action 
of  sulphuric  acid  on  them  ? 

What  are  the  principal  acids  ? 

Is  there  uot  one  furnished  very  abun- 
dantly by  Nature  ? 

How  is  sulphuric  acid  made  ? 

What  is  its  composition  ? 

Does  sulphur  form  auy  other  acid? 

How  is  it  obtained  1 

Is  it  procured  by  any  other  way  ? 

What  is  the  chemical  action  in  this  case  ? 

In  this  way  kuown,  we  caunot  obtain  sul- 
phurous acid  pure  :  What  substances  very 
readily  take  oxygen  from  sulphuric  acid? 

What  is  formed  by  burning  sulphur? 

What  is  the  difference  between  sulphuric 
and  sulphurous  acids  ? 

What  is  the  natural  state  of  sulphurous 
acid? 
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"What  takes  place  if  both  the  acids  are 

exposed  to  the  air  ? 
Is  sulphuric  acid,  or  water,  the  heaviest  ? 

Dr.  Monho's  queries. 

How  is  lime  water  made  ? 
Is  it  not  to  be  strained  ? 
In  what  diseases  i9  it  used? 
Is  it  used  in  any  other  1 
In  what  quantity  would  yon  give  it  ? 
Jn  dyspepsia  ;  how  much  1 
As  lime  water  cannot  be  given  by  itself, 
how  would  you  give  it  ? 

Why  should  it  not  be  given  in  calculus  ? 
Does  it  ever  augment  this  sise  1 

How  would  you  know  this  by  examining 
the  calculus  ? 

What  medicine  is  chiefly  now  used  in 
calculous  complaints  ? 

If  given  in  large  quantities,  what  incon- 
veniencies  arise  ? 
What  is  its  dose  1 
How  would  you  exhibit  it  1 
How  is  magneaia  supposed  to  act  in  this 

Dr.  Duncan,  senior—queries. 

What  is  the  name  of  the  disease  when 
there  is  a  collection  of  water  in  the  thorax  ? 

What  are  its  chief  symptoms  ? 

What  is  the  state  of  the  pulse? 

You  said  the  patient  lies  with  difficulty 
on  his  back. 

Why  does  he  breathe  more  easily  in  the 
erect  posture  ? 

What  medicines  do  we  use  to  evacuate 
the  water  ? 

What  remedies  are  used? 

What  is  digitalis  ? 

In  what  form  is  it  used  Y 

How  much  of  the  powder  would  you  give  ? 

Has  digitalis  any  peculiar  effect  on  the 
pulse  ? 

What  are  the  effects  of  an  overdose  1 

This  finished  my  first  examination ;  it 
lasted  one  hour,  and  took  place  at  Dr. 
Gregory'a  house,  in  April.  Iu  June,  the 
following  short  examination  took  place  at 
the  College  in  private. 

Dr.  Duncan's  queries. 

How  many  external  senses  are  there  ? 
Enumerate  them, 

Where  is  the  sense  of  feeling  situated  1 
Are  not  other  parts  of  the  body  possessed 
of  this  sense  in  a  certain  degree  1 
How  is  the  sense  of 


on,  and  medical  questions  from,  Dr.  Hope» 
and,  on  the  6th  of  July,  was  examined 


"  Bi  rigor  incidat  febri  non  intennittenta*, 
debile  jam  ezistente  agro,  lethale." — Aph*~ 
rivna. 

"  Quid  est  irritabilitas? 
"  Au  pendet  4  vi  nervosa  V*  —  Quoth 
Medica. 

After  this  I  received  two  eases;  the  one 
from  Dr.  Rutherford  follows ;  Dr.  Gregory's 
is  lost. 

"  Mulier  50  annorum,  lsxioris  habitus 
corporis,  affectionibus  rheumaticis  admodum 
obnoxia,  tempeatate  frigida  de  gravi  capitis 
dolore  conqueri  capit.  Dolorem  hunc  brevi 
insecuta  est  oculorum  inflammatio,  levis 
quidem  initio,  mox  qoam  gratisairae  aucta, 
adeo  ut  palpebral  attollere  nequeat,  ob 
acerbum  et  lancinantem  dolorem,  minima 
admissa  luce  prorsus  intolerabilem  redd*- 
tum.  Perstat  cephalalgia  cum  acuto  cor- 
poris calore,  aiti  magna,  cibi  fastidio,  alvo 
astricto,  pulsu  interim  celerrimo  et  debili. 

Dicat  dominus  caudidutus.  Morbi  natu- 
ram.  Symptomatum  rationcm.  Prognosin. 
Methodum  raedendi,  cum  remediis  idoneis 
pnesenti  asgro  accommodatis. 

Finally*  I  have  to  defend  in  public  my 
Inaugural  Dissertation. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

6,  18*8. 


Dr,  Home's  queries. 

Give  an  example  of  the  depraved  sense  of 
feeling? 

I  now  received  from  Dr.  Monro  the 
following  aphorism,  to  write  a  commentary 


—  A  rnott,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair. 

TREATMENT  OF  CONCUSSION. 

Mr.  M*  Alpin,  after  the  Minutes  were  read, 
introduced  the  subject  of  cpncussion,  with  a 
view  of  having  the  opinion  of  the  Society 
upon  the  moat  appropriate  treatment.  As 
far  as  his  own  judgment  went,  he  was  de« 
cidedly  averse  to  bleeding  in  the  first  stage, 
aud  which  he  thought,  but  for  the  prevailing 
public  prejudice  in  its  favour,  would  not  be 
so  frequently  resorted  to.  He  considered  that 
re-action  ought  to  be  allowed  to  take  place 
before  venesection  was  thought  of. 

Dr.  Ditffin  observed  that»  during  his 
stay  at  Florence,  he  had  seen  the  Pro- 
fessor there  treat  three  cases  of  concussion. 
That  treatment  consisted  in  taking  away 
small  quantities  of  blood,  only  a  few  ounces, 
in  the  first  stage,  during  complete  collapse, 
under  the  impression  that  this  mode  of 
treatment  acted  as  a  stimulant  to  the  arte- 
rial blood.  The  professor  considered  thst, 
in  concussion,  there  was  a.  congestion  of 
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venous  Wood  in  the  brain,  and  that  by 
bleeding  in  small  quantities,  tbe  arterial 
circulation  was  afterwards  enabled  to  go  on. 
After  re-action  took  place,  be  bled  freely  as 
in  otber  cases.  Those  three  cases  did  per- 
fectly well.  Dr.  Saunders,  of  Edinburgh, 
(Dr.  Duffin  believed,)  had  practised  the 
same  plan  of  treatment  for  twelre  years. 
He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  away 
small  quantities  of  blood  in  the  first  stage, 
then  of  giving  stimulants,  and,  afterwards, 
treating  the  case  upon  general  principles. 

Mr.  Burnet  did  not  think  the  reason  of 
bleeding,  either  in  concussion, compression, 
or  apoplexy,  well  understood,  lie  was  per- 
suaded, that  at  no  time  could  any  additional 
supply  of  matter  be  admitted  within  the 
cavity  of  the  brain.  In  the  cases  to  which 
he  hod  adverted,  the  venous  circulation 
was,  in  a  great  measure,  put  a  stop  to  ;  tbe 
veins  of  the  brain  could  not  empty  them- 
selves, therefore  the  arterial  blood  was  not 
admissible  ;  hence  the  redness  of  face  that 
frequently  appeared  in  apoplexy.  Upon  re- 
moving the  venous  blood,  the  brain  became 
stimulated  by  the  flow  of  arterial  blood  into 
it,  and  which  he  conceived  to  he  the  only 
mode  of  stimulating  the  brain  to  action. 
.  Mr.  M'Alpin  objected  to  the  mode  of 
depletion  in  the  first  stage,  as  it  was  had 
recourse  to  in  this  country.  It  was  con- 
sidered nothing,  here,  to  take  away  twenty 
or  thirty  ounces  of  blood.  He  believed  the 
grand  point  to  be,  to  get  tbe  brain  stimu- 
lated; and  if  the  opinion  of  the  Society 
was,  that  small  bleedings  would  do  that,  I 
and  was  the  only  means,  he  could  have  no 
hesitation  in  receiving  such  a  decision. 

The  Presidrnt  wished  to  know  what 
stimuli  were  given,  either  on  the  continent, 
or  at  Edinburgh,  after  the  small  bleedings. 

Dr.  Duffin  did  not  say  that  the  pro- 
fessor at  Florence  gave  stimuli,  but  that  Dr. 
Saunders  had  done  so. 

Dr.  Sheii.,  as  far  as  he  was  capable  of  re- 
collecting, believed  Dr.  Saunders  had  in- 
formed him,  that,  in  treating  cases  of  this 
sort,  he  had  always  taken  into  consideration 
the  idiosyncrasy  of  the  patient,  and  the  his- 
tory of  his  constitution ;  that  he  had  even 
seen  gout  producing  epilepsy,  and  all  the 
symptoms  of  apoplexy  ;  aud  that,  in  such  a 
case,  he  should  not  treat  the  patient  as  he 
should  a  patient  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances. 

Dr.  Addison  considered,  that  if  this 
were  so,  it  was  a  mode  of  treatment  ex- 
tremely liable  to  be  misconceived.  If  an 
apoplectic  gouty  subject  was  to  he  treated 
differently  to  other  subjects,  the  case 
might  be  greatly  endangered.  As  to 
bleeding  being  the  means,  and  the  only 
means,  of  increasing  the  circulation  of 
the  brain,  this  was  a  misconception.  It 
waa  well  known  that  there  were  other 


stimulants  which  excited  both  the  heart 
and  arteries  to  increased  action.  In  the 
treatment  of  all  cases,  the  symptoms  were 
first  to  be  looked  at,  and  then  the  con- 
stitution  of  the  patient.  Tlie  principles 
applicable  to  the  treatment  of  a  gouty 
subject,  were  generally  and  precisely  those, 
applicable  to  all  apoplectic  patients.  With 
regard  to  the  doctrine  of  incompressibility 
of  the  brain,  too  much  stress  had  been 
laid  upon  this.  There  was  the  foramen 
magnum,  and  the  different  foramina  for 
the  exit  of  the  nervous  system,  into 
which,  or  partly  through  which,  it  was 
possible  the  brain  might  be  urged  by  an  in- 
creased admission  of  arterial,  and  detention 
of  venous  blood,  and  who  could  say  how 
slight  a  pressure  of  the  brain  into  these 
foramina,  might  not  disturb  the  functions  of 
the  organ  ? 

Mr.  BunNET  believed,  that  if  an  addi- 
tional supply  of  arterial  blood  was  ad- 
milted,  it  was  only  in  consequence  of  an  in- 
creased rapidity  of  the  circulation  ;  and  that 
if  auy  more  than  the  ordinary  quantity  of 
the  venous  blood  was  detained  in  the  bruin, 
then  a  proportionate  quantity  of  arterial  was 
prevented  entering  it.  Here  the  discussion 
ended. 


EXTRACTION  OF  THE  TEETH. 

Since  the  publication  of  Mr.  De  la  Fons' 
paper  on  Extraction  of  the  Teeth,  we  have 
received  a  variety  of  communications  on  the 
subject ;  and  although  we  are  far  from 
deeming  it  unimportant,  we  have  not  space 
for  ail  which  our  numerous  correspondents 
have  written.  It  may,  in  good  truth,  be  said 
of  tooth-drawing  as  of  writing — that  every 
mau  has  a  fashion  of  his  own. 

Mr.  Bedingfield  of  Stowmarket,  in  writing 
to  us,  says  that,  while  he  admits  the  gene- 
ral reasoning  of  Mr.  De  la  Fons,  on  the  su- 
periority of  the  key-instrument  to  be  cor- 
rect, yet  he  contends  there  are  some  cases 
in  whiib  the  forceps  are  indispensable,  as 
in  the  removal  of  the  incisors.  The  key- 
instrument,  which  Mr.  Bedingfield  employs, 
is  constructed  with  a  kind  of  bridge  fulcrum, 
so  that  pressure  is  made  on  the  teeth  ad- 
joining that  about  to  be  extracted,  and  the 
injurious  effects  of  pressure  are  obviated  by 
attaching  a  piece  of  cork  to  the  fulcrum. 

"  The  space  left  in  tbe  cushion  (says  Mr. 
Bedingfield)  readily  allows  of  the  alveolar 
process  being  sufficiently  broken  down  by 
the  tooth  only,  as  it  is  drawn  laterally  from 
its  socket;  whereas,  when  the  decayed  tooth 
is  itself  made  the  fulcrum,  tbe  cushion  of 
the  common  key-instrument  is  crushing  the 
alveolar  process  in  one  direction,  while  the 
fang  of  the  tooth  is  breaking  it  in  another : 
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the  alveolar  process  is,  as  it  were,  placed  |  incision  with  a  common  scalpel,  he  used 

within  a  vice.''  Blizard's  knife,  which  he  withdrew,  and 

Mr.  T.  Warner,  of  Cirencester,  on  the  introduced  four  times  before  completing  the 
other  hand,  writes  thus: — "  the  forceps,  if  incisions.  The  staff  was  held  by  Mr.  Vin- 
properly  made,  and  properly  spplied,  will  cent,  and  some  delay,  in  the  course  of  the 
remove  teeth  with  much  less  present  and  operation,  was  occasioned,  in  consequence  of 
subsequent  pain  than  the  key-instrument,  j  Mr.  Vincent,  from  a  motion  of  the  patient, 


and  likewise  as  speedily."  The  forceps  used 
by  Mr.  Warner,  are  of  different  kinds — 
adapted  to  the  various  teeth. 

Mr.  Prouse  of  Bristol  says  that,  in  the 
course  of  many  years'  practice,  he  has  "  ex- 


and  perhaps  too  intensely  observing  the 
course  of  the  knife,  permitting  the  staff  to 
slip  out  of  the  bladder,  by  which  the  opera- 
tor conceived  he  had  cut  into  the  neck  of  it, 
when,  in  fact,  he  had  not.    After  the  in- 


fracted hundreds,  not  to  sny  thousands,"  of  i  cisions  were  completed,  the  stone  was  easily 
teetti  with  a  pair  of  forceps  of  about  five  extracted.  It  was  a  flat  lilhic  acid  stone, 
inches  in  length,  beut  almost  to  a  right  an-  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick,  three-quarters 
gle,  arched  and  notched  in  the  claws,  so  that  of  an  inch  broad,  atid  rather  more  than  an 
it  is  easily  passed  over  the  crown  of  the  inch  iu  length.    From  the  application  of 


tooth  without  touching  it :  and,  when  it  is 
fixed,  "  the  elituse  points  of  the  claws  hold 
the  tooth  sufficiently  firm,  without  breaking 
it."  The  forceps  are  made  strong  in  the 
jaws,  hut  tapering  from  the  joint  to  the 
handles,  by  which  means  they  are  rendered 
elastic  and  prevent  too  great  pressure  on 
the  teeth.    For  the  large  molar  teeth,  Mr 


the  scalpel  to  the  perineum,  to  the  extrac- 
tion of  the  stone,  four  minutes  and  forty 
seconds  elapsed  ;  another  minute  was  oc- 
cupied in  ascertaining  that  nothing  further 
remained  in  the  bladder.  The  boy  was  then 
removed  to  bed,  and  up  to  the  writing  of 
this  report,  has  continued  to  do  well. 

Castration. — Mr.  Earle  removed,  on  the 


Prouse  employs  a  larger  and  stronger  pair  j  same  day,  the  testicle  of  Thomas  Wells, 
of  forceps,  with  jaws  of  about  an  inch  and  wt.  24,  in  consequence  of  extensive  scro 


half  in  lenj-th 

In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  Mr.  Knox, 
with  a  drawing  of  his  "  improved  forceps," 
which  appears  to  us  to  possess  considerable 
merit. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 

List  of  Patients  admitted  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Earle,  jVw.  27. 

Hurley's  Ward,  No.  2.— W.  Darley,  ast.  16, 
calculus  in  the  bladder. 

JJatdwyn's  Ward,  No.  6. — John  Quin,  at. 
36,  extensive  ulceration  of  both  legs. 

No.  7  .—John  Vines,  n?t.  30,  large  slough- 
ing ulceration  of  the  right  groin. 

Sitwell's  Ward,  No.  2.— Sarah  Hicks,  fnt. 
68,  cancer  over  the  radius  of  the  left  fore- 
arm. 

Elizabeth's  Ward,  No.  3.— Ann  Grant,  ait. 
19,  injury  to  the  dorsal  vertebra. 

A  few  others,  with  slight  injuries,  princi- 
pally to  the  knees,  as  well  as  some  common 
cases,  into  the  Venereal  Wards. 

No  cases  of  importance  were  admitted  on 
the  two  last  "  taking-in  "  days. 


fulous  disease.  The  patient  has  enlarged 
scrofulous  knee-joints,  and  is,  altogether, 
out  of  health.  About  a  year  ago  he  had 
the  opposite  testicle  removed,  owing  to 
the  same  disease.  '1  hree  arteries  were 
taken  up,  and  the  patient  removed  to  bed. 
The  testicle,  which  was  the  size  of  a  large 
fist,  when  cut  into  after  it  was  removed, 
presented,  in  part,  a  healthy  appear- 
ance, from  which,  if  the  morbid  parts  could 
have  been  thrown,  Mr.  Karle  thought  might 
have  retained  the  power  of  secretion,  but 
he  was  induced  to  perform  the  operation, 
in  consequence  of  the  declining  health  of 
the  patient. 

Greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  pupils, 
and,  consequently,  much  to  the  credit  of  the 
operator,  no  oue  was  permitted  to  surround 
him  during  these  operations  ;  consequently, 
the  pupils  had  a  distinct  view  of  the  opera- 
tions from  all  parts  of  the  theatre,  This  is 
as  it  ought  to  be,  and  au  example  which  it 
lis  sincerely  to  be  hoped  all  the  surgeons 
will  follow. 


FRACTURE    OF  T1IF.  BASIS  CRANII,  WITH 
LACERATION  OF  THE  BRAIN. 


OPERATIONS— LIIHOIOMV  AND  CASTRATION. 

On  Saturday  Mr.  Earle  performed  the 
operation  of  Lithotomy  on  Thomas  Cooper, 
a  boy  eight  years  of  age  j  after  making  au 


William  Hurst,  a?tat.  22,  was  admitted 
into  Colston's  Ward,  Nov.  17,  at  half-past 
three  p.m.,  with  a  lacerated  wound  of  the 
scalp  and  periosteum,  over  the  external 
angle  of  the  left  eye.  A  small  portion  of 
the  bone  was  exposed,  on  which  the  com- 
mencement of  a  fracture  was  visible.  He 
had  fallen  from  the  roof  of  a  house,  several 
stories  high,  whilst  feeding  pigeons.  Was 
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insensible  When  brought  in,  and  had  slight 
bleeding  from  the  nose  and  mouth  ;  vomited 
much  *,  pupils  acted  very  slightly  ;  breath- 
ing stertorous  ;  pulse  feeble,  and  intermit- 
tent. 

Calomel,  «r.  iij. ;  jalap,  gT.  x.  ttatim. 
Cold  cloths  to  the  head  (not  shaved). 

Towards  evening  the  pulse  began  to  rise, 
and  the  dresser  bled  the  patient  to  Jxvj.  In 
ten  minutes  afterwards,  the  pulse  became 
more  feeble,  and  therefore  the  diesser,  Mr. 
Thornton,  wrote  for  eight  ounces  of  brandy, 
part  of  which  was  given  him  in  small  quan- 
tities every  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  twenty 
minutes. 

18.  Still  insensible  ;  breathes  with  less 
stertor;  pulse  130,  and  intermitting;  pu- 
pils contracted,  but  they  act  slightly  on 
exposure  to  light ;  the  bowels  freely  open- 
ed during  the  night. 

19.  Had  violent  drawings  up  and  tossings 
about  of  the  legs  during  the  night,  so  that 
it  became  necessary  to  have  them  strapped 
down  :  irides  immoveable  this  morning,  and 
the  pupils  much  contracted ;  breathing 
changeable,  being  more  or  less  stertorous  at 
intervals ;  pulse  fluttering  ;  countenance 
sinking. 

Mr.  Vincent  now  ordered  the  head  to  be 
shaved,  and  cold  cloths  to  the  scalp  ;  also, 
Jxiv.  of  blood  to  be  taken,  if  the  pulse  would 
bear  it.  The  blood  was  slightly  bulled  on 
some  parts  of  its  surface. 

Died  at  half-past  two  on  the  following 
morning. 

Post-mortem  Examination,  at  Half-past  TVn 
o'Clock. 

Immediately  beneath  the  dura  mater  was 
found  a  considerable  effusion  of  blood,  over 
the  surface  of  the  right  hemisphere  uf  the 
cerebrum,  and  great  turgescence  of  the  ves- 
sels of  the  pia  mater  of  the  opposite  side. 
The  substance  of  the  bruin  presented  stroug 
marks  of  vascular  excite  ment,  and,  on  being 
removed  from  the  skull,  the  posterior  lobe 
of  the  right  hemisphere  was  found  to  be 
much  lacerated,  but  no  extravasated  blood 
wns  discovered  at  the  basis  of  the  6kull :  n 
fracture  of  the  basis  extended  from  the  left ) 
external  angular  process  of  the  frontal  bone  j 
across  the  orbital  plate,  downwards,  and  j 
across  the  sella  turcica,  running  backwards  j 
the  whole  length  of  the  petrous  portion  of 
the  temporal  bone,  over  the  cavity  of  the 
internal  ear;  a  bloody  serous  effusion  within 
the  theca  vertebralis,  and,  in  some  places, 
blood  extravasated  into  the  substance  of 
the  spinal  marrow  itself.  Hlood  was  also 
found  extravasated  and  coagulated  in  the 
cervical  portion  of  the  vertebral  canal  exter- 
nal to  the  theca.  The  laceration  of  the 
brain  was  on  the  opposite  side  to  that  which 
immediately  received  the  blow.  ^ 


PHAGEDENIC  ULCERATION  OF  THE  UTTER 
LIP. 

Sarah  Coulan,  setat.  28,  a  very  unhealthy 
looking  womun,  and  in  an  extremely  debili- 
tated state,  was  admitted  into  Magdalen's 
Ward,  October  9th,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Lawrence,  with  extensive  foul  phagede- 
nic ulceration  of  the  upper  hp  aud  left 
cheek,  (the  left  upper  eye-lid  destroyed 
by  the  ulceration,)  and  chronic  conjunc- 
tival inflammation  of  that  eye.  The  sore 
on  the  lip  has  been  attended  with  much  in- 
flammation of  the  neighbouring  parts,  and 
considerable  pain.  A  small  painful  pimple 
came  on  her  lip  about  three  months  ago, 
which  has  gradually  extended  into  the  pre- 
sent state  of  sore  ;  is  suspected  to  be  syphi- 
litic, but  she  declares  that  she  never  had 
any  veucn  al  symptom  ;  is  a  widow ;  re- 
members her  husband,  some  time  ago,  giv- 
ing her  some  pills  for  the  benefit  of  her 
health  generally. 

Ordered  a  solution  of  the  liq.  opii.  seda- 
tiv.,  the  proportion  of  ^ij.  to  ^vj.  of  water, 
to  be  applied  to  the  wound  by  means  of 
lint  ,  bread  and  water  poultices  ;  pi  1.  sapon. 
cum  opio,  gr.  v.,  omni  nocte  *,  and  gr.  ijss. 
bis  in  die,  with  essen.  snrsp.  Jss.  ter  quo* 
tidie  ;  and  house  physic  occasionally. 

17.  The  geuerul  health  better;  the  aspect 
of  the  sore  much  improved,  and  the  sur- 
rounding inflammation  abating;  the  pain 
also  much  diminished.  Omit  the  pills,  and 
continue  the  saisapuiilla. 

26.  lias  been  fumigating  the  sore  for  the 
last  week,  and  taking  the  pil.  sap.  c.  opio, 
gr.  v.  omni. hoc te,  again,  continuing  also  the 
sarsaparilla.  The  sore  is  very  much  im- 
proved, presenting  now  a  clear,  healthy, 
granulating  surfac  e  ;  the  gums  rather  tender 
with  the  fumigation.  Continue. 

.Nov.  19.  Her  mouth  has  been  kept  affect- 
ed by  the  fumigation  for  about  a  fortnight, 
and  she  has  continued  the  sarsaparilla  all 
along,  but  omitted  the  opium  pills  during 
that  period.  The  ulceration  of  the  eyelid 
healed,  but  the  tarsus  being  destroyed,  tlie 
edge  is  rendered  irregular,  so  that  she  is 
incapable  of  completely  closiug  her  left  eye. 
Discharged  cured. 


OTERATIO.NS. 

Mr.  Vincent  removed  the  left  leg  of  Eli- 
zabeth Fletcher,  retat.  To,  at  the  superior 
extremity  of  the  lower  third  of  the  femur. 
T!«e  knee  had  been  long  diseased,  and  the 
patient  exceedingly  reduced  in  strength  by 
it.  The  operator  made  a  double  flap  :  six 
arteries  were  secured. 


Mr.  Vincent  took  off  the  right  leg  of 
William  Ilawes,  wtat.  23,  at  the  same  part 


i 
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of  the  femur.  This  operation  was  also  per- 
formed in  cod  sequence  of  a  chronic  dis- 
eased knee,  which  threatened  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  patient. 

Lithotomy.— Ed  word  Darley,  srtat  16,  was 
brought  on  the  operating  table  at  five  mi- 
nutes past  one,  to  undergo  the  operation  of 
lithotomy  by  Mr.  Earle.    On  introducing 
the  staff,  the  bladder  not  being  much  dis- 
tended, the  operator  was  unable  to  strike 
the  stone.    The  instrument  was  withdrawn, 
and  three  other  staffs  introduced ;  but  though 
about  half  an  hour  was  ocoupied  by  Messrs. 
Earle,  Vincent,  Lawrence,  and  Stanley,  in 
trying  to  come  in  contact  with  the  stone, 
they  were  unable  to  do  so.   Some  thought 
the  staff's  were  in  the  urethra,  some  in  the 
bladder,  and  some  detained  at  the  prostrate. 
During  the  whole  of  this  period  the  patient 
was  suffering  great  pain.    Mr.  Earle  then 
introduced  the  staff  he  had  first  used,  hav- 
ing altered  its  curve,  and,  withoot  further 
difficulty,  came  upon  the  stone.    At  26 
minutes  and  a  half  to  two,  he  began  to  make 
the  first  incision,  and  extracted  the  calculus 
in  four  minutes  afterwards.    After  having 
made  the  incision  into  the  bladder  with 
Blizard  s  knife,  he  introduced  it  a  secoud 
time,  to  enlarge  it.    The  stone  was  of  a  j 
mulberry  kind,  the  size  of  a  large  walnut, 
rather  of  an  oval  form,  and  extremely  rough. 
After  it  was  nearly  brought  out,  the  opera- 
tor lost  his  grasp,  and  therefore  the  forceps 
were  obliged  to  be  introduced  again  before 
it  was  brought  away.   Mr.  Lawrence  ield 
the  staff". 


WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL. 


STRANOUIATED    SCROTAL  HERNIA. 

John  Pennington  Tyly,  ffitat.  64,  on 
emaciated  subject,  admitted  under  the  core 
of  Mr.  White,  on  Monday,  17th  November, 
vJith  strangulated  scrotal  hernia.  The  pa- 
tient had  had  a  reducible  hernia  for  about  a 
year.  The  Saturday  previous  to  his  admis- 
ston,  after  some  exertion,  an  additional  por- 
tion of  gut  descended,  and  symptoms  of 
strangulation  appeared.  No  application  was 
made  for  medical  aid  until  the  next  day, 
when  the  usual  means  of  reduction  were 
employed  without  success.  The  surgeon 
consulted,  recommended  his  immediate  re- 
moval to  an  hospital.  Another  day,  how. 
ever,  was  lost,  before  this  advice  was  com- 
plied with,  and  he  was  not  admitted  until 
ten  o'clock  this  morning. 

The  hernial  tumour  is  large,  and  exces- 
sively- sensitive.  He .  complains  of  pain 


at  the  umbilicus,  and  great  tenderness  of 
the  abdomen.  The  countenance  is  pallid 
and  anxions ;  respiration  hurried  and  con- 
strained; pulse  small,  irregular,  and  fre- 
quent. No  alvine  evacuation  has  taken 
place  for  four  days,  and  vomiting  of  focal 
matter  has  twice  occurred.  The  prelimi- 
nary remedies  having  been  promptly  re- 
sorted to,  but  without  success,  Mr.  White 
proceeded,  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Guthrie  and 
Mr.  W.  B.  Lynn,  to  perform  the  operation. 

The  patient  being  laid  supine,  with  the 
thigh  bent  upon  the  pelvis  to  an  angle  of  40°, 
Mr.  White  laid  hold  of  the  scrotum,  and 
immediately  ascertained  the  existence  of  a 
hydrocele.   An  incision  was  then  made 
about  three  inches  in  length,  in  the  lon- 
gitudinal axis  of  the  tumour.    Several  strata 
of  condensed  cellular  tissue  were  dissec- 
ted with  the  greatest  csre,  and  a  small 
sac,  containing  about  two  ounces  of  pel- 
lucid  serum,  was  opened.   This  the  ope- 
rator supposed  to  have  been  the  seat  of  an 
old  hernia,  being  situated  exactly  in  front  of 
the  true  sac,  which  was  then  immediately 
opened.   The  intestine  which  presented, 
was  of  a  dark  port-wine  colour,  studded 
with  greenish  spots,  and  emitting  a  gan- 
grenous odour;  the  grestest  caution  was 
consequently  necessary  in  returning  it  into 
the  belly,  and  Mr.  White,  with  that  view, 
made  a  very  free  division  of  the  stricture. 
As  strong  adhesions  existed  round  the  neck 
of  the  sac,  in  the  abdominal  cavity,  the 
whole  of  the  intestine  was  not  returned, 
and  the  hydrocele  not  having  been  opened, 
the  wound  was  closed  in.  the  usual  manner. 

The  patient,  during  the  operation,  which 
lasted  about  fifteen  minutes,  did  not  make 
much  demonstration  of  pain.  In  that  time 
twelve  ounces  of  port  wine  were  adminis- 
tered to  him.  Pulse  weak  and  irritable.  On 
being  put  into  bed,  the  following  .draught 
was  given,  and  ordered  to  be  repeated  oc- 
casionally :— 

Jfc>  Spir.tttherissulph.yyj.; 
Conf.  or  am  at,  jss.  ; 
Mist,  camphor et,  £j. ;  M.  ft.  potio. 

Half  an  hour  after  the  operation  he  died. 

Post-mortem  Examination  twenty  four  hours 
after  death. 

The  peritoneal  coat  of  the  small  guts  was 
injected  throughout,  and,  in  many  parts,  the 
muscular  and  mucous  coats  were  affected 
with  infiammation  opposite  the  wound ; 
about  eighteen  inches  of  the  ileum  were 
gangrenous,  and  insulated  by  adhesions  from 
the  general  cavity  of  the  abdomen  and  pel- 
vis. The  spermatic  cord  was  situated  be- 
hind the  sac,  which  was  every  where  adhe- 
rent to  the  adjacent  parts. 
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GLASGOW  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 

CASES  OF  FRACTURE  OF  THE  CRANIUM. 

Doha  ld  M*Inn  es  was  admitted  (Nor.  4)  with 
r  wound  extending  over  the  right  eyebrow, 
whioh  he  had  received  from  an  iron  block, 
attached  to  the  rigging  of  a  vessel,  falling  on 
his  head.  The  wound  waa  nearly  ten  inohea 
in  length,  and,  by  introducing  the  finger,  a 
fissure  could  be  felt  in  the  bone.  On  one 
Bide  of  the  head,  there  was  a  puffy  awelling 
of  considerable  aise,  and,  posteriorly,  a  se- 
cond wound,  half  the  extent  of  the  other, 
from  which  there  issued  a  free  discharge  of 
arterial  blood.  Blood,  it  waa  stated,  had 
also  flowed  from  the  ear.  An  incision  was 
made  over  the  fraotnred  piece  of  bone, 
which  was  found  depressed  and  detached, 
twoinehes  and  a  half  in  length,  and  one  and 
a  half  in  breadth.  It  was  removed,  along 
with  eight  fragments,  and  the  edges  of  the 
wound  brought  together.  The  operation 
was,  however,  productive  of  no  benefit,  the 
patient  dying  on  the  table,  a  few  minutes 
after  its  performance.  When  admitted  into 
the  hospital,  he  was  quite  furious,  requiring 
the  exertions  of  several  of  the  pupils  to  de- 
tain him  in  bed  ;  but  for  some  time  previous 
to  his  being  brought  into  the  operating 
theatre,  he  had  been  in  a  state  of  coma. 
Th©  body  was  not  inspected. 

On  the  same  day,  Donald  M'Millan  was 
admitted  with  an  injury  of  a  similar  nature, 
received  in  the  same  way,  and  at  the  same 
time,  with  the  preceding  patient.  From  the 
middle  of  the  sagittal  suture,  there  was  & 
wound  three  inches  in  length,  extending  to 
the  posterior  part  of  the  head,  and,  corre- 
sponding with  this,  a  portion  of  bone  was 
found  detached,  aud  irregularly  depressed. 
A  considerable  quantity  of  blood  had  been 
lost,  and  the  right  arm,  although  it  presented 
no  appearance  of  injury,  waa  benumbed  and 
powerless.  The  patient  waa  quite  sensible, 
giving  a  correct  reply  to  any  question  that 
was  asked  bim.  Respiration  was  uuatfected ; 
pupils  natural,  and  pulse  75. 

This  man  was  operated  on  before  the 
Inst,  and  was  nearly  an  hour  on  the  table. 
The  original  wound  was  enlarged,  and 
another  made  at  a  right  angle  with  the 
first,  extending  over  the  left  parietal  bone. 
The  depressed  portion  was  now  seen,  be- 
tween two  and  three  inches  in  length,  and 
half  au  inch  in  breadth.  This  was  broken 
into  many  small  pieces,  Boms  of  which  were 
firmly  fixed  under  the  surrounding  cranium, 
and  one  fragment,  in  porticular,  was  found 
driven  through  the  dura  mater,  penetrating 
the  substonce  of  the  brain.  The  trephine 
was  applied  to  the  left  of  the  depressed 
bone,  and  one  angular  projection,  which 


remained  after  the  circular  portion  had  been 
separated,  was  removed  with  Hey's  saw. 
The  broken  bone  was  raised  with  the  eleva- 
tor, and  removed.  Ten  fragments,  some 
of  which  were  of  considerable  size,  were 
afterwards  picked  out  of  the  wound  with 
the  forceps.  There  was  only  one  vessel 
tied  during  the  operation,  and  about  an 
ounce  of  blood  lost.  This  case  also  termi- 
nated fatally.  Among  other  unfavourable 
symptoms,  in  a  few  days  a  fungus  appeared 
in  the  wound.  Attempts  were  made  to  re* 
strain  its  growth  by  pressure,  but  without 
success.  It  gradually  increased,  and  on  the 
17th  November,  four  or  five  ounces  of  blood 
were  discharged  from  its  surface.  The  pa* 
tient  died  during  the  night  of  the  same  day. 
The  fungus  was  of  the  sise  of  a  hen's  egg, 
of  a  spongy  consistence,  and  dark  brown 
colour.  It  appeared  to  be  a  diseased  por- 
tion of  the  substance  of  the  brain,  protrud- 
ing through  an  aperture  in  the  dura  mater, 
and  extending  downwards  nearly  to  the  roof 
of  the  lateral  ventricles.  Anterior  to  this, 
there  was  a  small  abscess,  and  in  the  ventri- 
cles, a  quantity  of  serum.  The  wound  of 
the  scalp  was  thickened  and  sloughy. 

FUNGOUS  TUMOUR  OF  THE  NOSTRIL. 

Donald  M'Queea,  aged  70,  was  admitted 
into  the  Hospital  by  Dr.  Cooper,  on  the 
13th  November,  with  a  fungous  tumour  in 
the  right  nostril.  It  bled  profusely  when 
touched,  and  a  thin  foetid  fluid  constantly 
exuded  from  its  surface.  The  right  cheek 
was  more  prominent  than  the  left ;  and  the 
roof  of  the  mouth  corresponding  with  the 
floor  of  the  nostril,  soft  and  protuberant. 
The  eyeball  was  pressed  forward  half  an 
inch  from  its  socket,  and  from  the  gum, 
which  was  softened  and  spongy,  there  issued 
a  slight  purulent  discharge.  The  teeth 
were  also  loose,  and  in  addition  to  the  af- 
fection of  the  eyeball,  slight  ectropium  of 
the  lower  eyelid  had  taken  place,  with  dis- 
tension of  the  lachrymal  sac,  and  consequent 
epiphora.  Vision  was  impaired,  and  around 
the  orbit  the  patient  sometimes  felt  severe 
pain,  extending  backwards  orer  the  scalp, 
generally  followed  by  bleeding  from  the 
nose,  which,  he  staled,  always  afforded  him 
immediate  relief.  A  few  days  after  his  ad- 
mission, the  third  and  fourth  grinders  were 
removed,  and  an  opening  made  into  the 
antrum.  Some  blood  flowed,  but  no  tumour 
could  be  felt  by  the  probe,  and  tepid  water, 
when  injected  through  the  perforation, 
issued  freely  by  the  nostril,  bringing  away  a 
quantity  of  inspissated  pus.  The  tumour  in 
the  nostril  was  removed  with  the  polypus 
forceps,  and  by  continuing  the  injection,  a 
large  quantity  of  solid  matter  was  dis- 
charged. Tepid  water  was  afterwards  daily 
injected,  and,  io  a  short  time,  the  distension 
of  the  lachrymal  sac  and  epiphora,  had,  in 
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STRICTURE  OF  THE  URETHRA.— DYSENTERY. 


a  great  measure, 

xapidly  improved. 


subsided.    Vision  also 


STRICTURE  OF  THE  URETHRA  WITH  FISTULA. 

Archibald  Fletcher,  aged  60,  was  admit- 
ted (Oct.  2o)  with  indurated  swellings,  of 
a  dull  red  colour,  spread  over  the  perineum, 
and  reachiug  upwards  lo  the  external  abdo- 
minal ring.    In  the  left  side  of  the  peri 
aeum  there  was  a  fistulous  opening,  into 
which  a  probe  could  be  passed  to  a  consider 
able  extent,  but  no  communication,  either 
with  the  scrotum  or  urethra,  could  be,  de- 
tected.    Above  Poupart's  ligament  there 
was  a  soft  fluctuating  swelling,  extending 
towards  the  spine  of  the  ilium,  the  contents 
of  which  could,  by  pressure,  be  made  to 
pass  through  the  fistula  in  the  perineum. 
The  prostate  gland  was  of  natural  size,  hut 
about  an  inch  anterior  to  it  a  hard  callous 
stricture  could  be  felt ;  the  urine  was  void- 
ed with  difficulty,  and  in  a  small  stream. 
The  patient  stated,  that  he  had  been  subject 
to  stricture  for  the  last  i>5  years  ;  and  that, 
about  five  weeks  before  he  came  into  the 
Hospital,  while  exerting  himself,  he  felt  o 
sudden  paiti  in  both  his  groins.    His  urine, 
when  voided,  shortly  after  this  occurrence, 
whs  of  a  reddish  colour,  and,  a  few  days 
alter  wards,  the  swelling  in  the  perineum 
began  ;  this  continued  to  increase  until  it 
burst,  a  short  time  previous  to  his  admission. 
The  abscess  in  the  groin  was  opened,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  bloody,  purulent  mutter 
evacuated.    A  poultice  was  afterwards  ap- 
plied to  the  perineum  and  groin,  and  a 
catheter  ordered  to  be  kept  constantly  in 
the  urethra.  Nothing  worthy  of  notice  took 
place  for  eight  or  ten  days,  but,  on  the  7th 
November,  a  discharge  of  florid  blood  took 
place  from  the  opening  in  the  groin,  and 
also,  in  smaller  quantity,  from  that  in  the 
perineum ;  about  three  pounds  were  lost 
before  the  bleeding  was  stopped.   The  pa- 
tient died  on  the  10th. 

The  abscess  was  situated  under  the  com* 
mon  integuments,  extending  lo  the  anterior 
spinous  process  of  the  ilium,  and  also  near 


am  told  they  mean  to  justify  this  departure 
from  the  usual  practice  of  the  Hospital,  by 
the  pitiful  subterfuge,  "  that  the  nurse  was 
a  private  patient."  If  candour  and  justice 
be  forgotten,  they  surely  ought,  for  their 
own  sakes,  to  pay  some  attention  to  con- 
sistency.   How  much  this  really  is  attend- 
ed to  may  easily  be  estimated,  from  their 
treating  a  patient  one  day,  in  a  public 
ward,  pretending  to  explain  the  nature 
of  a  case  to  the  students  of  which  they 
themselves  were  ignorant ;  and  when  that 
patient  is  dead— when  an  opportunity  has 
occurred  of  setting  aside  all  doubt  on  the 
accident,  and  ascertaining  its  real  nature — 
unblushingly  tell  uS,  that  she  was  a  private 
patient.    It  is  now  to  be  presumed,  that 
the  diseased  appearances  of  this  patient  are 
not  to  be  made  known,  however  useful  or 
instructive  such  information  might  be,  or 
however  much  it  might  enable  the  student 
to  avoid  a  similar  error,  certainly  not  be- 
ause  she  was  a  private  patient,  as  is  pretend* 
ed,  but  merely  because  such  information 
would  expose  the  ignorance  of  one  of  the 
hospital  surgeons. 


HOTEL-DIEU,  AT  NANTES. 


to  the  umbilicus.  Near  the  symphysis 
pubis  it  got  under  the  cord,  and  descended 
along  the  left  side  of  the  perineum  to  the 
anus  ;  when  opened,  its  inner  surface  was 
sloughy,  and  found  to  contain  a  small  quan- 
tity of  purulent  matter.  The  bladder  was 
thickened,  but  the  vessel  from  which  the 
blood  had  issued  could  not  be  discovered. 


The  unfortunate  nurse,  whose  case  was 
lately  published,  died  about  a  week  ago. 
The  inspection  of  the  body  was  privately 
conducted  ;  and  although  a  written  request 
was  sent  to  the  Visiting  Surgeons  of  the 
Infirmary  to  make  known  the  post-mortem 


DYSENTERY  TERMINATING  IN  GANGRENE, 
AND  PERFORATION  OF  THE  INTESTINES. 

Encephaloid  Tumour  of  the  Liter,  penetrating 
into  the  Thorax.  Cicatrix  in  the  substance  of 
the  Brain. 

Jul.  Houlier,  eclat.  53,  of  an  athletic  con- 
stitution, and  habitually  in  the  enjoyment  of 
excellent  health,  having,  for  three  weeks, 
been  affected  with  great  debility,  loss  of 
appetite,  pains  in  the  bowels,  and  sangui- 
neous diarrhoea,  was,  on  the  1 1th  of  June, 
admitted  into  the  Hospital.  At  this  period 
he  complained  of  anorexia,  violent  colic 
pains,  and  tenesmus  ;  the  abdomen  was 
somewhat  tympanitic,  but  not  tender  on. 
pressure  ;  the  tongue  was  red  and  dry ;  the 
thirst  violent  i  skin  dry  and  hot ;  the  pulse 
natural  ;  the  daily  number  of  stools  varied 
from  ten  to  twelve.  He  had  a  large  cicatrix 
on  the  right  cheek,  extending  from  the  mid- 
dle of  the  molar  bone  over  the  zygomatic 
arch,  to  the  temporal  suture;  it  was  the 
consequence  of  a  wound  which  he  had  re- 
ceived in  the  war  of  La  Vendee.  After  the 
repeated  application  of  leeches  to  the  anus, 
and  under  the  use  of  mucilaginous  potions, 
the  diarrhoea  diminished,  but  the  fever  aug. 
nieuted,  and  delirium  acceded. 

On  the  15th,  the  pulse  was  very  full, 
strong,  and  frequent;  the  skin  hot,  face 
puffed  up,  coujuuetiva  injected,  eyes  bright, 
tongue  red  and  moist;  the  abdomen  was 


appearances,  no  attention  was  paid  to  it.   1  j  free  from  pain,  and  there  was  no  diarihoca, 
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e  liver. 


bat  furious  delirium.   The  patient  haviug  1  enormous  excavation  was  found  in  tb 
been  twice  bled,  the  affection  of  the  head  i  communicating  with  the  aperture  in  the 
and  the  fever  subsided,  but  the  dinrrhcea !  diaphragm,  and  tilled  with  a  thick,  putrid. 


re-appeared  with  increased  violence  and  fre 
quency;the  stools  were  very  foetid,  and 
sometimes  passed  involuntarily  ;  the  abdo- 
men was  somewhat  tender  on  piessure  ;  six 
leeches  were  applied  to  it. 
On  the  ti  lth,  the  countenance  of  the  pa- 


pultaccous  matter ;  it  occupied  nearly  the. 
whole  of  the  upper  half  of  the  liver,  and 
presented,  in  its  centre,  a  softened  euce- 
ohaloid  tumour,  which  was  united  to  thei 
tissue  of  the  liver  by  means  of  a  very  deli- 
cate of  ilulo- vascular  texture,  from  which  it 


tient  was  suddenly  altered,  very  pale,  and  could  be  easily  detached.  The  peiitoaeum. 
expressive  of  the  greatest  onxiety  ;  the  ah-  and  epiploon  exhibited  some  traces  of  in- 
domen  was  perfectly  free  from  pain;  tlie  flammation,  and  the  intestines  were  adhe- 
atools  were  involuntary,  and  had  a  truly  |  rent  to  one  another.  The  raucous  membrane 


of  the  stomach,  duodenum,  and  small  in* 
testines,  was  healthy  ;  that  of  the  lar^e  in- 
testines was  extensively  ulcerated  and  gan- 
grenous. Tn  the  middle  of  the  trausverse 
portion  of  the  colon  there  wos  an  eschar  of 
two  inches  in  diameter,  which,  iu  its  cir- 
cumference, had  produced  a  perforation. 
The  vena  cava  contained  a  thick,  dark-co- 
loured blood,  in  which  some  whitish  matter 


gangrenous  smell  ;  the  extremities  were 
cold  ;  the  pulse  could  not  be  felt,  &c,  and 
in  the  evening  he  expired. 

InspecLio  Cadaveru. 

Under  the  cicatrix  of  the  face  the  inte- 
guments were  firmly  adherent  to  the  bones, 
and  the  squamous  portion  of  the  temporal 
hone  consisted  only  of  a  very  thin  osseous 

layer,  so  that,  on  the  least  pressure,  the  I  was  found,  which  had  much  resemblance  to 
scalpel  entered  into  the  cavity  of  tha  brain. '  the  liquid  contained  in  the  cavity  of  the 
The  internal  surface  of  the  right  temporal  liver. — Revue  Medicate. 
bone  was  rough,  and  covered  with  osseous 
and  cartilaginous  excrescences,  to  which 
the  coverings  of  the  brain  were  firmly  at- 
tached.  The  pia  mater  was  much  injected, 
and  contained  a  small  quantity  of  serum. 
In  the  anterior  and  middle  portion  of  the 
right  hemisphere,  a  cellular  intersection 
found,  corresponding  with  the  external 


HOPITAL  SAINT  LOUIS. 

PUSTULAR  VBNEREAL  ERUPTION,  TREATED* 
BV  THE  3UBCARUONATE  CP  AMMONIA. 

wound,  and  going  through  the  substance  of  j  P.  M.,  38  years  old,  emaciated,  and  of  a 
the  brain  towards  the  lateral  ventricle,  from  very  weak  constitution,  observed,  in  the 
which  it  was  separated  by  *  very  thin  layer  mouth  of  July,  a  particular  eruption  on  his- 
of  medullary  substance.  This  intersection  forehead  ;  this  having  been  suppressed  for  a 
showed  a  large  and  compressed  cyst,  di-  i  time,  by  a  nostrum,  the  composition  of  which 
vided  into  a  number  of  small  cells,  which  was  unknown,  soon  returned  again,  with  r» 
were  filled  with  a  serous  liquid,  and  the  tendency  to  form  ulcers,  and  began  to  spread 
parifftes  of  which  were  of  such  a  delicate  i  over  the"  whole  body.  On  his  admission  into 
structure  that  they  burst  on  the  slightest  |  the  hospital,  in  September,  under  the  care 
pressure.  The  medullary  substance  round  j  of  M.  Biett,  he  was,  in  the  following  state  : 
this  cellular  intersection,  and  the  other  parts ;  — Almost  the  whole  of  his  body,  but  especi- 


of  the  brain,  exhibited  nomoihid  alteration  ; 
the  left  lung  was  slightly  adherent  to  the 
pleura,  but  in  a  healthy  condition  ;  that  of 
the  right  side  was,  at  its  inferior  surface, 
firmly  adherent  to  the  diaphragm,  by  means 
of  a  fibrocartilaginous  tissue,  which,  hav- 
ing been  divided,  in  order  to  obtain  access 
to  the  aponeurotic  centre  of  the  diaphragm, 
the  latter  was  found  perforated  to  a  con- 
siderable extent.  The  upper  part  of  the 
right  lung  was  healthy;  its  inferior  lobe 
contained  an  excavation  of  the  size  of  an 
orange,  which  was  filled  by  a  green,  putrid, 
and  very  foetid  matter.  'The  heart  was 
healthy.  The  perforation  of  the  diaphragm 
■was  an  inch  iu  diameter;  its  margins  were 
softened,  and  in  a  condition  approaching  to 


ally  the  inferior  extremities,  were  covered 
with  ulcerating  pustules  of  different  sizes 
in  the  centre  of  each  pustule  there  was  a. 
prominent,  black,  very  hard  crust,  sur- 
rounded by  a  white  ulcerating  margin  ;  the- 
epidermis  round  the  ulcers  presented  a 
copper- coloured  defined  areola.  In  those/ 
pustules,  where  the  crusts  had  been  de- 
tached, the  surface  was  excavated,  much 
injected,  and  covered  by  greyish- white, 
tenacious  matter;  the  skin,  between  the 
pustulps,  exhibited  livid  blotches,  the  scars 
of  former  ulcers.  The  patient  had,  in  1ft  1-4, 
successively  been  affected  with  gonorrhoea, 
chancre,  aud  bubo,  and  had  never  had  re- 
course to  a  proper  mercurial  treatment;  he 
was  married,  and  his  wife,  who  had  borne 


that  of  encephaloid  tumours.  The  surface  several  healthy  children,  had  never  pre- 
of  the  liver  was  very  rough,  and  adherent  Uentt  d  any  signs  of  infection.  His  genetal 
to  the  diaphragm,  by  meaus  of  a  fibro-car-  health  was  good. 

tilagiaous  tissue,  which  beiDg  removed,  an  I    M.  Biett,  having  for  some  time  employed 
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cinnabar  fumigations,  and  the  alkaline  bath, 
prescribed  the  aubcatbonate  of  ammonia, 
from  the  use  of  which,  he  had,  in  similar 
cases,  observed  very  satisfactory  effects ; 
the  patient  took  a  drachm  daily,  and  this, 
being  borne  very  well,  and  without  the  least 
disturbance  of  the  digestive  organs,  the 
dose  was  afterwards  increased  to  two,  and 
even  to  three,  drachms.  The  crusts  were 
gradually  detached,  and  the  excavated  ulcers 
became  more  superficial,  and  assumed  a 
healthy  appearance ;  so  that  the  patient, 
after  having  used  the  subcarbonnte  of  am- 
monia for  twenty  days,  was  perfectly  cured. 


PSORIASIS    INVBTERATA,  SUCCESSFULLY 
TREATED  BY  TUB  ARSENICA!.  SOLUTION. 

Xa  v.  Host,  ^taU  39,  of  a  vigorous  constitu- 
tion, was,  on  the  7th  of  September,  admit- 
ted into  tbe  Hospital,  under  the  care  of  M. 
Biett.  Having,  up  to  his  eighteenth  year, 
enjoyed  good  health,  he  observed,  at  this 
period,  without  any  previous  cause,  a  scaly- 
eruption  on  his  legs  and  thighs ;  the  scales 
were  very  small,  dry,  of  a  whitish  colour, 
and  slightly  adherent  to  the  skin,  from  which 
they  were  detached  by  the  least  friction, 
leaving  some  elevation  and  redness.  In  this 
state  the  patient  coutinued  for  several  years, 
without  auy  disturbance  of  the  constitution ; 
sometimes,  especially  in  winter,  the  snip, 
tion  disappeared  entirely  ;  but,  on  return- 
ing, it  insensibly  extended  over  the  whole 
body,  and  the  scales  began  to  change  into 
thick  crusts,  which  were  firmly  attached  to 
the  skin.  During  the  last  three  years  he 
had  been  much  addicted  to  driuking,  io 
consequence  of  which  the  disease  had  be- 
come so  serious  as  to  induce  him  to  seek 
for  medical  aid.  When  admitted  into  the 
Hospital  he  had,  for  the  last  six  months, 
been  in  the  following  state  : — The  whole 
body,  with  the  exception  of  the  parts  ex- 
posed to  the  air,  and  the  genitals,  was  cover- 
ed with  large,  irregularly  oval  crusts, of  diffe- 
rent thicknesses  ;  their  surface  was  beset 
with  white  scales,  which,  according  to  their 
longer  or  shorter  standing,  were  more  or 
less  firmly  attached  to  the  parts  beneath. 
The  skin  over  the  joints,  and  of  the  thighs, 
was  covered  with  very  thick,  rigid  crusts, 
with  large  furrows  filled  by  a  bloody  icho- 
rous mutter,  so  that  the  patient  was  almost 
entirely  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  limbs. 
His  general  health  was  not  affected,  his  di- 
gestion was  good,  &c.  After  a  bleeding  of 
ten  ounces,  und  the  use  of  some  aperients, 
M.  Biett  prescribed  the  arsenical  solution, 
of  which  the  patient  took  four  drops  daily, 
and  this  dose  was  afterwards  gradually  in- 
creased to  twelve  drops.  The  eftVct  on  the 
cutaneous  disease  was  astonishing  ;  the 
crusts,  which  before  had  been  remarkable 
for  their  rigidity  and  torpid  appearance, 


gradually  detached  themselves  from  the 
•kin,  leaving,  at  first,  large  red  blotches, 
which  were  again  covered  with  scales,  hut 
after  repeated  desquamation  the  integu- 
ments gradually  assumed  their  natural  colour 
and  appearance,  so  that  it  was  found  un- 
necessary to  continue  the  use  of  the  medi- 
cine for  more  than  four  weeks,  after  which 
period,  the  vapour-bath  having  been  em- 
ployed for  some  time,  the  patient  was  per- 
fectly cure  * 


TO  THE  MEDICAL   PRACTITIONERS  OP  THE 
WARD  OP  PARRIMCDON  WITHOUT. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  long  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  address  the  medical  men 
resident  in  the  Ward  of  Farringdon  Without, 
on  the  propriety  of,  and  indeed  necessity 
for,  establishing  a"  Medical  Relief  Society/' 
on  a  somewhat  novel,  yet  I  trust  a  more 
effectual  plan  than  has  hitherto,  as  far  as  I 
am  aware,  been  adopted. 

You  must,  Sir,  have  had  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  knowing  that  the  Dispensaries, 
as  at  present  constituted,  cannot  afford  that 
assistance  to  the  poor  which  it  is  the  ob- 
ject of  the  charitable  subscribers  should  be 
given.  You  well  know  the  time  and  at- 
tention required  to  be  devoted  even  to  a 
private  practice,  and  that  but  little  of  either 
can  be  spared  for  other  pursuits ;  yet,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  system,  two  or  three 
professional  gentlemen  are  expected,  in  con- 
nexion with  such  practice,  to  attend  not 
unfrequently  as  many  hundreds  of  poor  in- 
valids, many  of  whom  are  too  ill  to  leave 
their  homes,  or  even  their  beds !  With  the 
most  indefutigable  exertions,  (for  which  in- 
deed I  willingly  give  them  credit,)  how  can 
medical  attendants  afford  that  grave  and 
deliberate  consideration  which  the  cases  of 
the  poor,  equally  with  the  rich,  require  1— 
They  cannot.  The  visits  to  the  patients' . 
houses,  and  frequently  a  portion  of  the 
attendance  at  the  Dispensary,  must  evi- 
dently be,  and  in  fact  are,  delegated  to 
others. 

I  am  not  called  upon  to  discuss  the  com- 
petency of  the  substitutes,  chiefly  students ; 
for,  admitting  their  capability,  still  tho 
poor  sufferers  and  the  subscribers  have  a 
right  to  expect  attendance,  and  regular  at- 
tendance too,  from  those  whom  the  patients 
frequently  ulcct  as  their  particular  attendant 
from  among  the  gentlemen  ostensibly  their 
medical  advisers. 
The  plan  proposed  is  briefly  this  :— 
1st.  That  each  practitioner  residing  in 
the  Ward  of  Farringdoa  Without,  to  whom 
the  plan  is  agreeable,  shall  see,  at  a  certain 
hour  every  morning,  at  his  own  house,  all  the 
really  distressed  poor  who  may  apply,  pre- 
scribe for  them,  and  send  them  with  the 
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prescription  to  be  compounded  at  some  cen- 
tral place — hereafter  to  be  selected. 

2dly.  That  each  practitioner  agree,  if 
called  upon,  to  visit  not  less  than  two  poor 
patients  at  their  own  houses  daily. 

Lastly.  That  a  patient  may  request  a  con- 
sultation of  either  of  the  medical  men  en- 
rolled in  the  society  with  the  one  already  in 
attendance ;  and  that  each  and  all  agree  to 
meet  in  such  consultatiou  if  called  upon 
to  do  so. 

By  the  above  plan,  properly  matured,  I 
humbly  conceive,  that  not  only  would  the 
poor  be  materially  bene 6 ted,  but  that  a 
brotherhood  (if  1  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pression) would  be  established  of  the  prac- 
titioneis  throughout  the  ward,  to  the  eter- 
nal annihilation  of  all  animosity,  rivalry,  or 
unfriendly  feeling  whatever. 

If  you  consider  the  subject  worthy  your 
consideration,  may  I  request  the  favour  of 
meeting  you,  with  the  other  medical  gentle- 
men of  the  ward,  at  Mr.  Croom's  Hotel, 
Bouverie  Street,  on  Tuesday  next,  Decem- 
ber 9,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  pre- 
cisely, when  any  new  suggestions  or  alte- 
rations may  be  discussed  and  decided  upon, 
before  the  public  is  invited  to  sanction  the 
undertaking. 

1  remain,  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Septimus  Whay. 
9,  Salisbury  Square,  Fleet  Street. 
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to  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet* 

Sir, — I  send  you  a  letter*  (or  rather  a 
certificate)  from  Professor  Coleman,  of  the 
•*  Royal  Veterinary  College,"  upon  the 
soundness  of  u  horse,  which  soundness  was 
in  question,  in  the  cause  of  "  Kdmonds  v. 
Dobson,"  which  was  tried  on  the  19th  inst., 
in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

This  opinion  was  taken  upon  the  occa- 
sion of  the  horse  being  sent  to  the  College 
for  examination,  accompanied  by  the  card  of! 
Lord  Kinnaird ;  and  after  the  horse  had 
been  subjected  to  an  hour's  apparent  exami- 
nation by  the  great  Professor,  and  a  multi- 
tude of  other  Professors  of  the  College,  both 

*  My  Lord, — I  am  directed  by  Professor 
Coleman  to  present  his  respectful  compli- 
ments, and  to  state  that  he  perceives  no 
marks  of  unsoundness  in  the  horse  sent  for 
examination,  but  he  is  aged,  and  has  done 
a  good  deal  of  work. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  J.  Morton. 

Royal  Veterinary  College, 
June*,  1626. 


great  and  small,  (then  and  there  present, 
and  examining,)  the  accompanying  certifi- 
cate was  handed  to  the  person  bringing  the 
horse. 

The  horse  was,  as  it  would  appear,  at 
this  time,  viz.,  June  last,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  learned  Professor,' (I  think  he  calls  him- 
self president,)  and  also  of,  at  least,  twenty 
other  incipient  and  learned  Professors, 
sound,  though  old ;  but  they  could  not 
make  the  animal  young  again  ;  and  when  I 
had  subpoenaed  the  learned  sot  disant  Presi- 
dent, in  doing  which  I  sent  to  him  the 
customary  fee  of  a  sovereign,  and  for  which 
attendance,  in  all  not  an  hour,  he,  previ- 
ously to  the  trial,  demanded  "  his  usual  fee  " 
of  five  guineas,  besides  another  half  guinea 
for  the  previous  inspection  of  the  horse, 
and  the  previous  opinion,  as  it  afterwards 
turned  out,  from  his  own  oath,  to  be,  that 
both  he  and  his  colleagues  had  given.  And 
when  the  learned  and  profound-looking 
Professor  had  driven  himself  in  his  trium- 
phal car,  the  whole  of  the  distance  from  the 
Royal  Veterinary  College  to  Westminster 
Hall,  there  to  astonish  a  "  common  jury" 
and  "  learned  judge,"  with  all  that  he  knew, 
and  more  too,  about  structure  and  func- 
tion," and  God  knows  what  else,  he,  the 
aforesaid  learned  Professor,  and  I  by  no 
means  wish  to  impute  to  him  any  sordid  in- 
fluences, or  to  have  it  inferred  that  he  was, 
in  the  least,  huffed  at  my  refusing,  out  of 
justice  to  my  client,  to  comply  with  his  de- 
mands, reiterated,  as  they  were,  even  while 
the  cause  was  trying,  with  a  deal  of  perti- 
nacity, distinctly  and  positively  swore,  on 
being  examined,  that  the  horse  was  at,  and 
from  the  17th  day  of  May  last,  up  to  the 
then  present  time,  the  19th  instant,  an 
unsound  horse,  he  having  an  ossification  of 
the  cartilages  of  the  hoof,  and  which  opinion 
he  must  have  formed  from  an  inspection  of 
only  one  minute's  duration  of  the  horse  (and 
that,  too,  after  the  professor  had  been 
in  the  witness-box)  at  the  door  of  West- 
minster Hall,  and,  as  T  firmly  believe,  from 
having  also  previously  heard  the  opin- 
ions of  Professor  Sewell,  and  of  Professor 
Lythe,  of  the  Horse  Bazaar,  that  the  horse 
was  unsound,  it  having  an  ossification  of  the 
cartilage  of  the  hoof,  and  which  Professor 
Sewell  described  to  be  "  a  gradual  thing,  un- 
less produced  by  some  severe  exertion,"  and 
a  false  ring  bone,"  so  termed  by  fairiers. 
In  May  last,  and  near  a  month  before  our 
learned  President,  and  his  conclave  of  lumi- 
naries of  the  veterinary  art,  had  examined 
the  horse,  which  was  declared,  at  thu  trial, 
by  those  who  had  seen  and  rode  him  almost 
daily,  for  the  last  four  years,  never  to  have 
either  limped,  shown  lameness,  weakness, 
or  over-fatigue. 

1  remain,  Sir,  Your  humble  servant, 
Herbert  Llovd. 
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P.S.  After  the  trial  was  over,  the  learned 
professor  applied  to  me  for  payment  of  ihe 
half-guinea  previously  claimed  by  htm  for 
the  above  certificate.    It  is  almost  needless 


to  «ay,  that  1  gave  him,  as  its  value  realh/jaud  friend)  us  long  as  they  wish,  aud  lcou- 

-i  i„,        tsider  "  »Y  dutJ  80  to  *?•   A  few  words 


was,— nothing,  to  his  infinite  chagri 


ROYAL  UNIVERSAL    INFIRMARY  FOB  CHIL- 
I) REN)  WATERLOO  BRIDGE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir,— In  your  last  Number  appears 
fetter,  signed  **  One  of  the  Committee. 
Of  the  attack  made  upon  the  medical  offi- 


firmary  is  required  to  be  opened,  and  it 
al way t  is  opened  at  that  hour. 

Fourthly,  I  wait  .for  my  superiors  (they 
<reet  me  as  their  equal,  1  am  proud  to  soy, 


more,  and  1  have  done :  the  sarcasm  aimed 
at  my  two  friends,  the  physicians,  in  the 
words,  "  extensive  practice,  and  exalted 
stations,"  will  create  a  smile  only;  the 
*  J  shaft  will  full  harmless  V  "  telum  imbelle 
''sine  ictu." 

l4lt>only  remains  jo  add,  Sir,  that  it  is  to 
be  hoped  the  next  time  your  correspondent 
favouis  you  with  a  communication,  he  will 
have  the  courage  to  aflix  his  name  to  it,  as 
the  medical  officers  will  then  know  whom 
to  thank  for  his  kindness,  and  the  Gover- 


<n  a  body,  some  notice  probably  will  nor8  at  x arge  iearn  t0  wuose  ze&l  and 
to  your  office  this  evening.    I  snail,  tiong  ti|e  itoVai  jnfi 


he  sent  to 

therefore,  confine  myself  to  a  few  points 
which  concern  myself. 

In  the  first  place,  the  rules  enumerated 
by  "  Oue  of  the  Committee,"  apply  to  in- 
patients. The  intention  of  the  fouuder  of 
this  Institution  was,  that  it  should  be  at 
once  an  infirmary  and  a  dispensary.  There 
were  to  be  four  wards  for  the  reception  of 
surgical  cam  only.  Two  have  been  finished, 
but,  from  causes  it  is  unnecessary  to  men* 
tion.have  been  converted  to  other  purposes. 
Had  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  founder 
ever  been  carried  fully  into  effect,  I  should 
have  felt  it  my  duty  either  in  person,  or  by  a 
representative,  to  have  been  always  present. 
The  case,  however,  is  different,  it  is  an  in- 
firmary in  name  only.  All  serieus  accidents, 
as  we  cannot  take  any  in,  are,  as  is  generally 
the  case,  taken  to  the  hospitals.  Four,  only, 
in  the  space  of  nearly  four  years,  have  been 
brought  to  me,  and  three  of  these  were  car- 
ried to  St.  Thomas's  and  Guy's.  It  is  not 
necessary,  therefore,  nor  have  the  Gover- 
nors ever  thought  it  so,  that  after  the  hours 
of  business,  their  house-surgeon  should  not 
indulge  himself  in  a  walk,  read  the  papers, 
or  dine,  and  take  wine  with  a  friend.  From 
ten  in  the  morning,  till  four,  five,  or  six,  in 
the  afternoon,  as  it  may  happen,  I  have  not, 
on  any  occasion,  quitted  the  Infirmary. 

Secondly,  the  patieuts  never  come,  nor 
ever  cam«  before  my  time,  to  have  their 
medicines  repeated  between  four  and  six 
o'clock.  They  attend  at  our  usual  hours  for 
examiuitig,  are  spoken  to,  and  if  going  on 
.well,  have,  then,  the  same  kind  of  medicines 
repeated.  It  is  unnecessary,  therefore,  to 
be  in  attendance  at  these  hours. 

Thirdly,  ten  o'clock,  not  nine,  (see  recom- 
mendatory letter,)  is  the  hour  when  the  In- 

*  The  gentlemen  who  style  themselves 
"  the  medical  officers"  to  the  above  In- 
firmary, have  aho  forwarded  a  letter,  which 
shall  he  inserted  next  week. 


Royal  Infirmary  stands  so  much, 
indebted. 

1  am,  Sir,  Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Woodham,  House-Surgeon. 
Dec.  9,  1828. 
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COURT  OF  KING'S  BENCH. 
Westminster,  Dec.  15!. 
(Bs/ire  Lord  Tentbrdkn  and  a  Special  Jury.) 

COOPER  V.  WAELEV. 

This  cause,  which  was  specially  appoint* 
ed  for  this  morning,  excited  the  most  in- 
tense interest.  Long  before  the  sitting  of 
the  Court,  at  half-past  nine  o'clock,  the  dif- 
ferent avenues  leading  into  the  court  were 
so  crowded,  that  there  was  scarcely  any 
possibility  of  forcing  a  passage.  It  was 
with  the  utmost  difficulty,  with  the  most 
active  assistance  of  constables  and  the  offi- 
cers of  the  court,  that  counsel,  jury,  and 
witnesses  could  obtain  an  entrance.  Almost 
every  hospital  surgeon  and  eminent  prac- 
titioner in  London  was  (  resent,  besides  an 
immense  number  cf  students. 

At  half-past  nine  o'clock,  the  defendant 
appeared  in  person  on  the  floor  of  the  court. 
Mr.  Brougham  and  Mr.  Kelly,  his  counsel, 
were  also  present.  Sir  Jumes  Scarlett,  Mr. 
F.  Pollock,  Mr.  Scarlett,  and  Mr.  Piatt, 
were  counsel  for  the  p!nintiff.  Only 
oial  jurymen  answered  to 
After  some  hesitation,  Sir  James  Scarlett 
prayed  a  tales.  The  talesmen  were  then 
called  into  the  box;  hut  before  they  were 
all  sworn,  three  of  tbe  special  jurymen 


dated  with  a  table  ;  but  his  Lordship  stated, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  pressure  at  the 
doors  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  have  his 
wish  complied  with  at  present.  A  table 
was  afterwards  brought  in. 

Mr.  Scarlett  opened  the  pleadings.  The 
declaration  charged  the  defendant  with 
having  published  a  certain  false,  scanda- 
lous, and  malicious  libel,  imputing  to  the 
plaintiff,  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  the  unskilful 
performance  of  an  operation  of  lithotomy, 
which  took  place  at  Guy's  Hospital,  iu 
March  last.  The  defendant  bad  pleaded 
several  special  pleas  of  justification,  setting 
forth  the  matter  charged  as  libellous,  ana 
averring  that  the  whole  of  it  was  true. 

The  alleged  libel  was  contained  in  Nos. 
239  and  240  of  a  weekly  publication  called 
The  Lancet,  and  was  iu  the  following 
words:— 

"  GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 

"  The  Operation  of  Lithotomy,  by  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper,  which  la t ted  neatly  one  hour !  * 

"  We  should  be  guilty  of  injustice  towards  tbe 
singularly-gifted  operator,  at  well  as  to  our  nume- 
rous rea.iers,  if  we  were  to  omit  a  '  full,  true,  aod 
particular  account'  of  this  case.  It  will,  doubtless, 
be  n<eful  to  the  country  1  drat)  '  to  team  how 
things  ure  managed  bj  our  of  the  privileged  order— 
a  hospital  surgeon — nephew  and  surgeon,  and  sur- 


tragedy  was  nearly  as 


I'nly  six  spe-  ,  a  ,,0»P«iAJ  surgeon — nephew  i 

»h»ir  n»mlo  «*eo"  »*«-u*e.  lie  is  *  nephew.' 
their  names.  |    «  Tlie  |M.rll>nniince  wt  Au 

follows  :  - 

"  Act  1.  Tbe  patient*  (a  labouring  man  from  the 
county  of  Sussex,  thick  set,  ruddy,  and  healthy  in 
appeatance,  and  &i  years  of  age )  was  placed  on  the 
operating  tahle,  at  a  few  minutes  past  one  o'clock 


»  -  —    J      J  '     "1"-i»uiir  wuir,  oi  a  irw  outlines  pil»l  one  O  CIOCK, 

Who  had  been  previously  called  and  did  not  |  «"'  Tuesday  the  loth.    The  only  one  «f  the  surgical 


answer,  made  their  appearance,  and  were 
sworn.  Three  talesmen  were  then  added 
to  the  jury,  and,  after  several  of  the  special 
jurymen  had  been  fined  for  non-attendance, 
the  jury  were  sworn. 

On  the  bench  we  noticed  Sir  A.  Cooper, 
(the  uncle  of  the  plaintiff,)  Mr.  BroJie,  and 
Mr.  Green.  Dr.  Koget  sat  to  the  left  of 
Sir  James  Scarlett,  within  the  bar. 

The  defendant,  on  coming  into  Court, 
brought  with  him  a  cast  of  a  child  in  the 
position  in  which  a  patient  is  tied,  wheu 
undergoing  the  operation  of  lithotomy.  He 
had  also  a  pelvis,  and  caae  of  instruments, 
such  as  were  used  on  the  occasion.  lie  ap 
plied  to  Lord  Tenterden  to  be  accomuio 

No.  277. 


staff  present,  besides  the  operator,  was  Mr.  Calla- 
way. The  ceremony  of  binding  the  putient  wo 
need  not  detail ;  the  straight  staff  was  introduced, 
and  was  held  by  Mr.  Callawa*.  The  first  incision, 
through  the  integuments,  app.  tired  to  be  freely  and 
fairly  made;  and,  after  a  tittle  dissection,  the  point 
of  the  knife  was  fixed  (apparently)  in  the  groove  or 
the  staff,  which  was  now  taken  hold  of,  and  tbe 
knife  carried  onwards— somen  here.  A  small  quan- 
tity of  fluid  followed  the  withdrawal  of  the  knife  ; 
the  forceps  were  now  handed  over,  and  for 


*  "  The  following  passage  occurs  in  John  Bell's 
great  work  on  surgery :  — '  Long  and  murderous 
operations,  where  the  surgeon  labours  for  an  hour 
in  ex  tractiii";  th  ?  stone,  to  the  inevitable  destruction 
of  the  patient.' »' 

+  'k  The  poor  fellow,  who  has  le.It  a  wife  and  six 
children,  said,  that  he  *  came  to  town,  to  he  o  pern  ted 
upon  by  Me  '  itfitej  '  of  the  nreat  Sir  Aratley.1  " 
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lime  attempted  to  be  introduced,  but  without  effect. 
■  I  must  enlarge  the  opening,'  said  the  operator. 
'  give  me  ray  uncle's  knfe;'  this  instrument  was 
given,  and  a  cut  was  made  with  it,  without  die  staff 
being  re-introduced.  The  forceps  were  again  used, 
but  as  unsuccessfully  as  before  ,  they  were  pushed 
onwards  to  a  considerable  distance,  and  with  no 
small  degTte  of  force.  4  Its  a  very  deep  perineum,' 
exclaimed  the  operator.  4 1  can't  reach  the  blad- 
der with  myflnger.' 

44  Act  Jt.  The  staff  re-introduced,  and  the  cutting 
gorget  passed  along  it— various  forceps  employed  : 
n  blunt  gorget — a  scoop— sounds  and  staves  intro- 
duced at  the  opening  in  die  perineum.  ■  I  really 
can't  conceive  the  difficulty— Hush  !  Hush !  l)oaft 
you.  hear  the  stone?'  1  lJodd  (turning  to  the  de- 
monstrator), have  ynu  a  long  linger  :J  Give  me 
another  instrument — Now  I  hare  it !  Good  God  ! 
1  can  hear  the  stone  when  1  pas*  the  sound  from 
die  opening,  but  the  forceps  won't  touch  it— O 
dear  !  O  dear !  ' 

**  Such  were  the  hurried  exclamations  of  the 
operator,  livery  now  and  then  there  was  a  cry  of. 
Hush  !  which  was  succeeded  by  the  stillness  of 
death,  broken  only  by  the  horrible  squash,  squash, 
of  the  forceps  in  the  perineum.  4  Oh!  let  it  go — 
pray  let  it  keep  in,'  was  the  constant  cry  of  the 
poor  man. 

"  This  act  lasted  upwards  of  half  an  hour  ;  the 
former  upwards  of  twenty  minutes.  The  stone  was 
eventually  laid  hold  of;  and  never  shall  we  forget 
the  triumphant  ruann.r  in  which  the  Assistant  Stir- 

teon  raised  his  arm  and  flourished  the*  forceps  over 
is  head,  with  the  stone  in  their  giasp.  The  ope- 
rator turned  to  the  students  and  said,  '  I  really 
cant  conceive  the  cause  of  the  difficulty.'  The 
patient  being  upon  the  table,  bound,  while  the  ope- 
rator was  •  explaining.' 

"  The  man  was  put  to  bed  much  exhausted,  but 
rallied  a  few  hours  afterwards,  and  leeehes  were  ap- 
plied, in  consequence  <>f  tenderness  of  the  abdomen. 
He  pnssed  a  restless  night,  was  in  great  puin,  and 
wns  bled  from  the  arm  on  the  following  morning. 
Leeches  were  applied  in  the  afternoon,  and  about 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  death  ended  the  poor 
fellow's  sufferings,  about  twenty-nine  hours  alter 
the  operation. 

**  Examination  of  the  Body. 

"  There  was  a  Ye;y  large  and  sloughy  wound 
observable  in  the  perineum,  and  the  scrotum  was 
exceedingly  dark-coloured,  from  ecchymosis,  The 
linger  could  be  passed  to  the  prostate  without  diffi- 
culty, which  was  not  deeply  situated  ,  indeed,  it 
was  the  declared  opinion  of  Dr.  Uodgkins  and  Mr. 
Key,  that  the  man  had  not  a  '  deep  perineum.'  The 
cellular  tissue  throughout  th«  pelvis  was  easily 
Inferable,  and  this  was  especially  the  case  with  the 
portion  between  the  bladder  and  the  rectum,  a-l- 
uiitling  of  the  parage  of  the  linger  with  Kreat 
facility,  and  to  a  considerable  distance.  There  Was 
a  tolerable  fair  lateral  section  of  the  prostate  and 
neck  of  the  bladder.  The  gland  itself  was  larger 
thm  natural,  and  the  portion  which  is  designated 
the  third  lobe,  presented,  a  singular  appearance, 
being  of  the  size  of  the  tip  of  the  little  Anger,  and 
forming  a  kind  of  valve  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder  ; 
part  of  this  third  lobe  had  a  dark -coloured  appear- 
ance, and  it  seemed  as  if  some  sub&tance  had  been 
resting  upon  it.  The  bladder  itself  presented  no- 
thing remarkable. 

M  The  peritoneum  lining  the  abdominal  parietes 
W<ts  highly  vascular,  and  there  was  a  slight  quan- 
tity of  turbid  serum  in  the  cavity  of  the  ah. lumen- 
The  ki.lnevs  had  a  mottled  appearance  throughout 
their  cortical  substance. 

44  There  are  two  or  three  points  in  this  case,  to 
which  we  beg  particular  attention  ,  first,  the  state- 
ment of  Mr-  B.  Coojwr,  at  the  time  of  the  operation, 
thstt  he  4  could  not  reach  the  bladder  with  his  lin- 
ger,' as  contrasted  with  the  fact  of  the  bladder  be- 
ing very  readily  reached  in  the  post-mortem  exami- 
nation; the  man  uot  having  a  de*p  perineum.  Se- 
condly, die  circumstance  ol  the  Auger  passing  with 


facility,  between  the  bladder  and  rectum  to  a  great 
depth,  as  considered  in  connexion  with  another  de- 
claration of  Mr.  Cooper,  that  he  could  not  feel  the 
stone  w  ith  the  forceps,  until  the  time  of  its  extrac- 
tion, although  a  sound,  passed  into  the  bladder 
downwards,  from  the  penis, struck  upon  the  stone; 
as  was  the  case  also,  ou  one  or  two  occasions,  when 
a  staff  was  passed  at  the  perineal  opening. 

4'  The  surface  of  the  calculus  w  ».<  rather  larger 
than  the  disc  of  a  shilling,  flat,  oval-shaped,  and 
apparently  com  ting  of  lithic  acid. 


Our  report  of  the  operation  of  lithotomy  at  Guy's 
Hospital,  in  which  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  after  em- 
ploying a  variety  of  different  instruments,  extracted 
the  »tone  at  die  end  of  fifty  five  minutes,— the  ave- 
rage maximum  of  time  in  which  this  ope  at  ion  is 
performed  by  skilful  furgenns  being  about  six  mi- 
nutes, «— has,  as  might  have  been  expected,  excited 
no  ordinary  sensation  in  the  minds  of  the  public,  as 
well  as  among  the  operator's  professional  brethren. 
An  attempt  has  been  made  to  call  in  question  the 
accuracy  of  our  report,  in  a  letter  signed  by  a  num- 
ber of  the  dres#ers  and  pupils  of  the  Borough  Hos- 
pitals, which  letter  has  been  inserted,  as  an  adver- 
tisement in  7'Ae  Timrs,  and  also  in  The  Morning 
tlrrald.  Some  of  the  young  gentlemen  who  have 
affixed  their  signatures  to  this  letter  were  present  at 
the  operation  ;  others,  who  were  not  present  at  the 
operation,  have  nevertheless,  with  a  generosity  more 
characteristic  of  their  nge  than  of  their  discretion, 
added  the  weight  of  their  testimony  to  that  of  the 
eye-witnesses  of  die  melancholy  exhibition,  and 
volunteered  their  npprobntion  of  Mr.  ltn;tisby 
Cooper's  performance.  Up  >n  the  value  of  this  spe- 
cies of  testimony  we  shah  make  no  comment,  nor 
do  w  e  Uiiuk  it  material  that  the  document  to  which 
we  allude  is  signed,  we  believe,  by  not  more  than 
one-third  of  the  number  of  young  gentlemen  pre- 
sent; had  they  all  signed  it,  their  united  opinion  of 
the  skill,  dexterity,  and  self-possession,  exhibited 
by  Mr.  flransby  Cooj  i***  on  this  occasion,  is  not 
likely  to  influence  the  judgment  of  the  profession, 
whatever  it  may  effect  with  the  p:iblic.  The  ques- 
tion to  which  the  manner  in  which  the  late  opera- 
tion wa-  performed,  is  calculated  to  give  rise,  is  not 
a  question  between  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  and  his 
pupils,  but  it  is  a  question  between  a  surgeon,  hold- 
ing a  high  and  responsible  situation  in  Guy's  Hos- 
pital, and  the  public.  Of  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's 
amenity  of  manners,  and  kindness  of  disposition,  wa 
entertain  no  doubt;  and  the  lett'.-r  in  question  may 
be  legarded  ns  a  testimonial  of  the  estimation  in 
which  a  good  uatured  lectnier  is  held  by  the  young 
gentlemen  who  attend  his  class.  But  the  question 
is  not,  whether  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  is  popular 
among  his  pupils,  but  w  hether  he  performed  the 
late  operation  with  that  degree  of  skill  winch  the 
public  has  a  right  to  expect  from  a  surgeon  of  Guy's 
Hospital  ;  whether,  in  short,  the  case  presented 
such  difficulties  as  no  degree  of  skill  could  have 
surmounted  in  less  time,  or  with  less  disastrous 
consequences;  or  whether  the  unfortunate  patient 
lost  his  life,  not  because  his  case  was  really  one  of 
extraordinary  difficulty,  but  because  it  was  the  rum 
of  a  surgeon  to  operate,  who  is  indebted  for  his  ele- 
vation to  the  influence  of  a  corrupt  system,  and 
who,  whatever  may  be  his  private  virtues,  would 
never  have  been  placed  in  a  situation  of  such  deep 
responsibility  »s  tiint  which  he  now  occupies,  had 
he  not  bven  the  nephew  of  Sir  A.  Cooper.  This  is 
the  question,  the  only  question,  in  which  the  puhlio 
is  interested  ;  and  if  Mr.  Hraushy  Cooper  is  desirous 
of  bringing  th  s  question  to  nn  issue  in  a  Court  of 
Justice,  it  will  be  for  Mr  Harrison,  the  tre  <stirer  of 
Guy's  Hospital,  1 1  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  jury 
as  to  the  circumstances  under  w  hich  the  nephee.  of 
Sir  A.  Coop  r  w  «is  elevated  to  his  present  situation. 
In  the  event  of  an  action,  we  shall  i 


*  44  We  Imve  fr-querttiy  seen  the  operation  per- 
forme  I  by  the  senior  surgeon  of  Guy's  Hospital  iu 


less  than  one  minute." 
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tionably  call  upon  Mr.  Harrisoo  to  disclose  these 
r.mH»»tonces  to  the  jury.  I,»  the  mean  time,  we 
do  not  anticipate  the  decision  of  (his  question,  by 
positively  impugning  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's  skill' 
out  we  contend,  as  we  hare  repeatedly  contended 
on  former  occasions,  that  the  inevitable  tendency 
ol  making  the  patronaae  of  hospital  surgeoncies  an 
attair  of  family  influence,  jobbing,  and  intrigue,  is 
to  occasion  a  cruel  and  wanton  augmentation  of 
Jiuman  suffering,  and  to  render  frequent  such 
heart-rending  spectacles  as  that  which  was  lately 
exhibited  at  Gay's  Hospital. 

.  "  repeat,  that  there  may,  by  possibility,  have 
been  difficulties  in  this  case,  which  no  degree  of  sur- 
gical skill  could  have  surmounted  in  less  time,  or 
with  greater  ability,  than  Mr.  Bransby  Co.. per  es- 
5 «  . ;  and  U  re™*'""  to  be  seen  whether  such 
dimeulties  can  he  shown  to  have  existed.   At  pre 


»ent,  not  a  single  material  fact  in  the  report  is  denied, 
"lough  its  general  accuracy  is  vaguely  questioned 
by  the  operator's  pupils.  It  it  not  denied,  that 
nearly  one  hour  elapsed,  before  Mr.  Hransby  Cooper 
extracted  the  stone.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  ope- 
rator  had  recourse  to  the  multiplicity  of  instruments 
enumerated  in  our  report   It  is  not  denied  that  the 

patient  was  anliject  to  exttaordlnary  suffering  

suffering  which  could  scarcely  fail  to  terminate  in 
death  ;  but  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  show  that 
this  was  a  case  of  extraordinary  difficulty.    It  is 
scarcely  worth  while  to  allude  seriously  to  the  do- 
cument  which  has  been  put  forth  by  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper's  select  pupils.    But,  as  these  are  the  only 
panegyrists  the  operator  has  hitherto  procured,  we 
will  put  a  case,  which  may  enable  the  public  to  esti- 
mate the  value  of  their  approbation.  Suppose  it  bad 
been  stated  that,  instead  of  employing  i>  minutes 
m  extracting  the  stone,  Mr.  Hransby  Cooper  had 
performed  the  rpemtion  in  the  usual  time-sav  four 
or  live  minutes.    Suppose  it  had  been  stated'  that, 
instead  of  manifesting  great  perplexity  and  embar- 
rassment, Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  had  exhibited  the 
utmost  coolness  and  self-possession ;  that  the  patient 
appeared  to  suffer  very  slightly  during  the  opeiation, 
and  was  removed  from  the  theatre  with  every  pros- 
pect of  a  favourable  issue  to  the  case.    Let  us  sup- 
pose these,  and  similar  false  representatons,  to  have 
been  made  in  this  Journal;  and  we  will  ask  whe- 
ther any  of  these  young  gentlemen,  friendly  as  their 
feelings  are  towards  a  teacher,  whose  good  naurc  is 
matter  of  greater  notorhty  than  his  sconce,  nnd  in- 
terested as  they  are  in  obtaining  his  .goodwill,  and 
his  certificates,  to  enable  them  to  pa«  their  exami- 
nations at  the  College  before  his  •  uncle,'  who  is  the 
president  of  that  benighted  bo.lv  ;-we  will  ask, 
whether  any  of  these  young  gentlemen,  some  of 
whom  did,  and  more  than  one-third  of  whom  did 
not,  sec  the  operation,  would  have  erne  forward  to 
contradict  a  favourable,  though  it  fatsc  report  ?  We 
repeat  we  donor,  as  the  case  stands  at  piesent,  di- 
rectly and  positively  impugn  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's 
su.gical  skill ;  but,  as  none  of  the  material  facts  de- 
tailed in  our  repuit  have  been,  or,  we  believe,  can 
be  contradicted,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  say  thai, 
looking  to  the  circumstances  attending  this,  and 
other  operations,  perlor:ued  by  this  untleman,  in 
connexion  wi«h  the  circumstances— we  believe  that 
we  aie  justified. and  that  Mr.  Harrison,  the Tiensu- 
rer  of  Guy's  Hospital,  knows  we  are  justified,  in 
saying,  the  extraordinary  cireomatAflCei  attending 
his  elevation  to  Ins  present  situation,  justice,  hu- 
manity, the  interests  of  the  medical  pr  .fes»i.m,and 
the  snfety  of  the  public  at  large,  ra'l  alike  I  r  inves- 
ligation.    Whether  this  investicaiion  be  of  a  judi- 
cial character  «  r  not,  we  nr.-  indifferent.    We  arc 
prepared  to  meet  Mr.  Bran.diy  Cooper,  if  he  think 
fit,  in  a  court  of  justice,-  we  will  meet  k  ai  -ii  our 
own  person,  ( for  tins  will  not  be  a  case  to  entrust  to 
a  lawyer,  bow.-ver  eminent  or  hi^hl>  giltrd,!  and 
we  shall  see  whether  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  w  ill  be 
equally  prepared  to  meet  us,  the  public,  the  relu- 
tives  of  the  unfortunate  patient,  >tnd  Mr.  Hariisu:!, 
the  Governor  of  Guy's  Hospital." 

A  long  discussiou  arose,  as  to  which  party 
was  to  open  the  case,  Sir  James  Scarlett 


contending,  that  m  some  of  the  affirmative 
issuea  were  thrown  oq  the  plaintiff,  who 
I  was  to  prove  his  own  skill,  he  had  a  right 
to  begin  ;  and  Mr.  Waklty.  on  the  other 
hand,  insisting,  that  as  he  had  charged  the 
plaintiff  w  ith  uuskilfulness,  and  was  to  prove 
the  truth  of  his  pleas,  he  ought  to  proceed 
with  his  case  before  that  of  the  plaintiff 
was  gone  into.  In  support  of  his  argumeut, 
which  waa  of  some  length,  he  cited  various 
authorities. 

Lord  Tenterden  observed,  that  as  the  de- 
cision in  this  case  might  he  quoted  hereafter 
as  a  precedent,  he  would  take  the  opinion 
of  his  learned  brothers,  who  were  sitting  in 
the  Bail  Court,  upon  the  question.  His 
Lordship  then  retired,  and  on  his  return,  in 
I  about  ten  minutes,  stated  his  opinion  to  be, 
I  (in  which  the  other  Judges  concurred,)  that 
I  the  defendant  had  a  right  to  begin.  The 
plaintiff,  as  a  surgeon,'  was  to  be  supposed 
to  be  a  skilful  person  until  the  contrary 
were  shown,  and  therefore  there  Was  no 
necessity  for  him,  in  (he  first  instance,  to 
£0  into  evidence  to  establish  that  fact ;  and, 
as  the  defendant  had  pleaded  the  truth  of 
the  matter  which  imputed  unskilfulness  to 
the  plaintiff,  it  was  incumbent  on  him,  in 
the  outset,  to  prove  the  truth  of  his  allega- 
tions. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett  trusted,  as  that  waa  the  de- 
cision of  the  Court,  that  whatever  the  ter- 
mination of  this  case  might  be,  he  should 
he  at  liberty  to  examine  the  plaintiff's  wit- 
nibses.  It  might  happen,  that  the  defen- 
dant'scase  would  full  to  pieces,  and  then  he 
(Sir  J.  Scarlett)  should  insist,  that  his  evi- 
dence ought  to  be  heard  for  the  purpose  of 
proving  that  the  operation  had  been  per- 
formed with  the  utmost  skill.  He  should 
ask,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  a  geutleman 
of  high  honour,  and  who  was  greatly  es- 
teemed, both  iu  and  out  of  his  profession, 
that  he  might  have  all  opportunity  of  show- 
ing that  the  calumny,  which  had  been  at- 
tempted to  be  fastened  upon  him,  was  with- 
out foundation.  He  mentioned  this  now, 
in  order  dint,  in  the  event  of  the  defendant 
failing  to  prove  the  whole  of  his  pleas  of 
justification,  it  might  not  be  said  that  the 
plaintiff  had  no  right  to  go  into  evideuce  in 
vindication  of  his  professional  character. 

ford  Tenterden  did  not  think  it  necessary 
for  him  to  give  an  opiuion  upon  that  point 
at  present. 

Mr.  Waktey  assured  Sir  J.  Scarlett,  that 
he  would  have  ample  opportunities  for  call- 
ing all  the  witnesses  he  could  produce. 

The  defendant  then  suggested  that  the 
witnesses  on  both  sides  should  withdraw. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett  had  no  objection  to  the 
withdrawal  of  those  witnesses  who  spoke 
to  facts,  but  those  who  were  to  give  opi- 
nions, he  considered  it  essential  aud  neces- 
sary that  they  should  remain  in  coutt. 

2  A2 
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The  defendant  said,  as  he  could  not,  at 
that  moment,  make  a  separation  of  the  wit- 
nesses who  were  to  speak  to  facts,  and  those 
who  were  to  give  opinions,  he  would  not 
insist  on  the  withdrawal  of  any  of  them. 
They  might  remain,  if  the  Court  pleased. 

The  defendant  then  addressed  the  jury. 
They  had  already  heard,  from  the  learned 
gentleman  who  had  opened  the  pleadings, 
that  this  was  an  action  instituted  against 
him,  (the  defendant,)  the  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  The  Lancet,  for  an  alleged  libel 
of  and  upon  the  professional  character  of 
the  plaintiff.  It  was  stated  in  the  declara- 
tion, that  he  had  published  a  report  of  a 
"  supposed"  operation  at  Guy's  Hospital, 
falsely  and  maliciously,  and  it  was  inferred 
from  the  declaration,  that  no  such  opera- 
tion was  performed  in  that  institution  ;  and 
that  what  he  had  published  was  nothing' 
more  nor  less  than  gross  calumny.  Guy's 
Hospital,  as  the  jury  must  he  aware,  was  an 
institution  of  very  great  importance,  not 
only  as  an  institution  of  charity,  hut  one 
from  which  it  was  expected  that  there 
should  emanate  the  first  principles  of  his 
(the  defendant's)  profession,  practised  in 
the  hest  possible  manner.  It  had  attached 
to  it  an  extensive  medical  school  ;  it  had 
lectures  there,  and  a  very  large  attendance 
of  students.  The  practice  which  the  stu- 
dents witnessed  in  the  institution  was  ne- 
cessarily carried hy  them  to  the  most  distant 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  Hence  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  public  welfare, 
that  the  principles  there  inculcated  should 
be  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of 
the  public,  and  alleviate,  as  far  as  it  was 
possible,  the  sufferings  and  miseries  of  man- 
kind. Guy's  Hospital  was  founded  solely 
hy  one  individual,  Thomas  Guy,  in  the  year 
1722,  or  1724,  and  he,  at  that  period,  left 
to  the  Institution,  a  sum  equivalent  to 
200,000/.,  consequently  the  funds  of  the  In- 
stitution, from  the  vast  increase  that  had 
taken  place  in  the  value  of  money,  were 
immense.  Of  course  it  became  of  great 
consequence  that  those  funds  should  be  ap- 
propriated in  the  hest  manner — that  indi- 
viduals of  the  greatest  possible  skill  should 
be  elected  to  fill  the  offices  in  the  Hospital, 
both  medical  and  surgical,  and  it  was  not 
fair  that  those  offices  should  he  filled  in  any 
other  manner  than  was  consonant  with  the 
intention  of  the  founder,  and  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  the  public.  The  plaintiff,  Mr. 
Bransby  Cooper,  was  one  of  the  persons 
who  had  been  elected  to  fill  the  office  of 
surgeon,  and,  in  the  duties  of  his  situation, 
he  performed  the  operation  which  wus  pub- 
lished in  No.  339,  of  The  Lancet.  That 
journal  was  projected  by  him,  (the  defen- 
dant,) and  was  first  published  in  18'J3.  lie 
considered,  that  by  publishing  the  lectures 
delivered  in  public  institutions,  he  should 


be  able  to  place  in  contrast  the  theories  of 
the  different  individuals  in  the  lecture* 
room,  and  the  practice  in  the  wards  of  the 
hospital ;  and  this,  he  thought,  was  of 
immense  importance,  for,  by  so  doing,  the 
lecturers  were  stimulated  to  a  greater  ex- 
ercise of  their  duty,  as  their  opinions 
were  laid  before  the  public,  who  had  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  what  those  opinions 
were,  and,  at  the  same  time,  of  seeing  whe- 
ther the  practice  used  in  the  wards,  was  a 
practice  of  neglect  or  attention.  The  pub- 
lication of  lectures  had  led  to  a  good  deal  of 
discussion  in  the  courts  of  law.  The  publi- 
cation of  hospital  reports  had  led  to  great 
benefits,  as  regarded  the  public,  who  had 
thus  the  advantage  of  the  opinions  of  hos- 
pital surgeons,  if  they  were  good ;  and 
having  to  endure  the  scrutiny  of  the  public, 
could  not  hack  and  carve  the  patients  with 
impunity.  He  was,  of  course,  under  the 
necessity  of  employing  a  great  number  of 
reporters,  who  were  in  the  practice  of  taking 
notes  of  the  cases  admitted,  and  carefully 
registering  all  the  points  connected  with 
them.  The  reporters  he  had  employed,  as 
far  as  he  had  been  capable  of  judging,  were 
men  of  the  most  honourable  character,  and 
had  fulfilled  their  duty  in  a  very  accurate 
and  conscientious  manner.  The  reports 
furnished  by  them,  he  was,  of  course,  com- 
pelled to  rely  on,  as  all  editors  were,  for 
their  correctness.  They  were  transmitted 
to  him  regularly  from  the  various  institu- 
tions. The  report  of  this  operation  was 
sent  to  him  by  a  gentleman  of  very  high 
character — a  gentleman  whom  he  should  call 
into  the  witness-box  to-day,  and  who  would 
himself  state  that  he  witnessed  this  operation , 
and  that  the  report  which  he  furnished,  was, 
in  every  respect,  correct.  He  (the  defend- 
ant) would  assert  this  openly  before  the 
Court,  and  he  challenged  every  iuquiry— 
every  strict  and  scrutinizing  investigation — 
into  the  reporter's  character.  He  had 
heard,  indeed,  that  attempts  would  be  made 
to  cast  some  imputation  upon  him,  but  he 
defied  calumny,  and  courted  scrutiny.  When 
the  report  was  transmitted,  as  he  found  it 
one  of  an  extraordinary  character,  and  as  it 
referred  to  circumstances  of  a  still  more  ex- 
traordinary character,  he  paused  before  he 
inserted  it.  He  did  not  publish  it  in  the 
first  number  of  The  Lancet  which  appeared 
after  the  operation  occurred,  but  waited  till 
the  period  of  publishing  a  second  one 
arrived.  When  the  report  was  first  brought 
to  him,  it  contained  some  statements  against 
the  operator,  rother  harsher  than  those 
which  it  now  contained.  The  reporter  con- 
sidered it  his  duty  to  characterise  such  an 
operation  iu  (he  strongest  terms  of  reproach  ; 
and  he  stated,  on  his  honour,  before  the  re- 
port was  published,  that  it  was  correct  in 
every  particular.  Upon  that  assurance,  there- 
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9,  he- (the  defendant)  considered  that  he 
had  no  other  course  to  pursue  in  his  public 
character  than  to  present  it  to  the  public, 
whatever  the  consequences  might  be.  Hav- 
ing made  a  few  alterations  in  it  with  regard 
to  the  expressions  he  had  mentioned,  and 
introduced  the  phrases,  "  nephew  andsur-i 
geon,  and  surgeon  because  he  is  nephew,"  j 
he  inserted  it,  word  for  word,  as  he  had  re- 
ceived it.    He  should  prove  these  facts,  j 
and  had  little  fear  of  his  case  "  falling  to 
pieces,"  as  his  learned  opponent  had  ststed. 
lie  believed  the  learned  gentleman  would 
have  ample  cause  to  produce  all  his  wit* 
nesses,  and  give  such  evidence  as  he  could  i 
adduce  as  to  the  skill  of  the  plaintiff.    If  it  i 
could  be  proved  that  the  report  was  in* 
correct,  nothing  would  give  him  greater  re* 
gret  than  to  find  that  he  had  done  an  injury  | 
to  the  plaintiff ;  for  it  was  not  by  such  j 
means  that  the  profession  was  instructed  ; , 
but  when  men  came  boldly  forward  to  sane* 
tion  such  proceedings  as  these,  it  gave  a, 
stain  to  the  profession,  which  the  events  of 
ages  could  not  remove.    If  men  come  for- » 
ward  to  swear  that  this  operation  was  per* ' 
formed  skilfully,  he  knew  not  what  they 
would  hesitate  to  swear,  and  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed that  they  were  unable  themselves  to 
perform  the  operation  in  any  other  way. 
With  these  observations,  he  should  lesve 
the  case  in  the  hands  of  the  jury.  He! 
should  call  a  great  number  of  witnesses  to 
prove  that  the  report  was,  in  every  respect,  J 
correct ;  and  if  they  (the  jury)  were  satis- j 
fied  upon  that  point,  he  should,  of  course, 
be  entitled  to  their  verdict. 

The  defendant  then  called  and  examined 
the  following  witnesses. 

Mr.  Alderman  Partridge. — I  reside  at 
Colchester,  and  am  a  member  of  the  College 
of  Surgeons.  I  have  been  in  practioe  rather  I 
more  than  fourteen  years.  1  have  witnessed  j 
many  operations  of  lithotomy,  and  have  per- 
formed  them  myself  aizteen  or  eighteen 
times.  I  witnessed  the  operation  performed  J 
by  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  at  Guy's  Hospital, , 
in  March  last.    I  have  read  the  report  of 
that  operation  in  The  Lancet.    It  struck 
me,  at  the  time,  to  be  correct,  and  I  have 
had  no  particular  reasou  to  alter  my  opinion 
since,  though  1  did  not  examine  it  very! 
minutely.  The  patient  appeared  to  Le  a  very  j 
healthy  man.    I  remarked  it  at  the  time.; 
I  think  Mr.  Cooper  himself  introduced  the  j 
staff";  but  the  second  incisiou  was  made 
without' the  staff.    After  the  first  external 
incision,  all  instruments  were  withdrawn. 
(The  defendant  here  produced  a  figure  repre-  j 
sentingtiie  situation  of  the  patient,  which  the  ! 
witness  deposed  to  as  being  correct.)  The 
hands  of  the  patient  were  tied  to  hisfeet.and 
his  knees  to  hid  neck,  as  represented  by  the 
model  now  produced.  The  patient  remained 
in  that  position  nearly  au  hour.  During  that 


period  a  sound  was  repeatedly  introduced* 
Several  cuts  were  attempted  to  be  made 
into  the  bladder  with  a  knife.  This  instru- 
ment (a  cutting  gorget)  was  introduced  into 
the  wound.  A  blunt  gorget  was  also  intro- 
duced, and  the  scoop,  and  several  pair  of  for* 
ceps.  During  the  operation,  the  patient 
called  out  several  times  to  the  operator  to 
desist.  The  operator  Btated  several  times 
that  he  could  not  explain  the  difficulty.  He 
appeared  to  be  perplexed  and  hurried  in 
consequence  of  the  long  delay.  He  did  not 
appear  to  act  with  any  regular  scientific  de- 
sign* He  introduced  his  finger  with  some 
force,  but  it  did  not  strike  me  as  being  very 
violent.  He  used  the  instruments  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and  varied  them  according  to 
the  different  purposes,  but  failed  in  lighting 
upon  the  stone.  1  don't  consider  that  the 
forceps  entered  the  bladder  the  first  time. 
The  impression  on  my  mind  was,  that  the 
opening  in  the  bladder  was  not  sufficiently 
large  to  get  the  forceps  in  ;  but  I  think  there 
was  an  opening,  because  I  saw  a  discharge 
of  water  and  blood.  The  operator  said,  that 
he  felt  the  stone  when  he  passed  his  staff 
through  the  urethra,  and  could  also  feel  it 
when  he  passed  the  sound  through  the  in- 
cision in  the  perineum.  He  also  said  that 
he  could  not  feel  it  with  the  forceps.  The 
reason  of  this  was,  that  the  forceps,  if 
straight  or  slightly  curved,  would  pass  un- 
der the  stone,  which  was  high  up  in  the 
bladder.  Mr.  Cooper  made  many  attempts 
to  feel  the  stone  with  his  finger.  He  left 
his  seat,  and  measured  fingers  with  those  of 
other  gentlemen,  to  see  if  any  of  them  had 
a  longer  ringer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  think 
Mr.  Cooper  performed  the  operation  in  a 
scientific  manner.  I  do  not  think  that  it 
was  performed  in  such  a  manner  as  the  pub- 
lic have  a  right  to  expect  from  a  surgeon  of 
Guy's  Hospital.  The  average  time  for  per- 
forming operations  of  this  description,  is 
four  or  five  minutes.  The  operation  in 
question  occupied,  1  think,  nearly  an  hour. 
After  the  staff  had  beeu  introduced,  and  the 
first  incision  made,  Mr.  Cooper  used  a 
straight  staff  with  a  knife.  When  he  found 
he  could  not  introduce  the  forceps  on  the 
first  attempt,  he  withdrew  them,  and  made 
another  cut  with  the  knife  without  the  staff 
being  introduced.  This  is  not  the  custo- 
mary mode.  The  scooj>,  as  I  have  always 
understood,  is  introduced  to  extract  those 
fragments  of  the  stone  that  may  have  crum- 
bled off.  There  were  no  fragments  in  this 
case  that  I  saw.  Twenty-five  or  thirty 
minutes  is  the  longest  time  that  I  have 
known  an  operation  of  this  kind  to  Inst. 
The  average  lime  is  about  five  minutes.  In 
the  cases  1  have  mentioned  lasting  25  or  SO 
minutes,  there  were  evident  causes  why  the 
operation  should  last  so  long.  Those  were 
where  the  Btoue  was  large,  and  where  it 
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would  be  dangerous  to  enlarge  the  wound, 
for  fear  of  injuring  the  rectum,  and  there 
the  time  was  lost  in  drawing  at  the  stone 
gradually.  In  the  operation  in  question,  the 
stone  was  a  small  one,  being  not  larger 
than  a  common  Windsor  bean,  flat  and 
round.  Jt  might  have  weighed  about  two 
drachms  or  less,  but  certainly  not  more. 
Stones  weighing  several  ounces  have  been 
successfully  removed.  Unless  the  incision 
was  large  enough  to  admit  the  forceps,  that 
instrument  could  not  lay  hold  of  the  stone 
without  also  catching  the  integuments  of 
the  bladder.  The  stone  lay  above  the  pu- 
bes,  for  the  sound  always  touched  it  on  be- 
ing withdrawn,  and  it  was  extracted  by 
pressure  above  the  pubes,  and  with  a  curved 
forceps.  If  the  operator  had  been  aware  of 
the  situation  of  the  stone,  he  should  have 
taken  these  measures  at  first.  He  should 
have  ascertained  this  in  the  first  instance. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  J.  Scarlett. — I  never 
saw  the  defendant  before  this  day,  nor  his 
attorney  in  the  cause  before  last  night.  Mr. 
Callaway  was  the  aBsistant-Burgeon  on  the 
occasion,  and  I  believe  him  to  be  a  man  of 
skill.  1  have  had  several  cases  where  the 
stone  lay  above  the  pubes,  and  always  ex- 
tracted it  in  the  manner  which  was  at  last 
successfully  adopted  by  Mr.  B.  Cooper.  The 
cut  is  made  in  the  perineum,  and  the  ob- 
ject is  to  get  the  knife  into  the  groove  of 
the  staff,  by  which  time  it  has  penetrated  a 
portion  of  the  urethra.  Then  the  staff  is 
brought  forward  into  a  parallel  position  with 
the  knife,  and  on  a  line  with  the  bladder,  in 
order  to  make  a  larger  incision  ;  the  staff  is 
then  allowed  to  remain,  and  the  finger  is 
introduced  in  order  to  ascertain  the  wound 
you  have  made. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett. — You  then  introduce  the 
finger  and  feel  for  the  stone,  after  finding 
which,  you  introduce  the  forceps  along  the 
finger,  and  lay  hold  of  the  stone  ? 

Witness — No;  in  order  to  do  that,  you 
must  make  too  large  an  incision,  or  else  have 
a  most  extraordinary  small  pair  of  forceps. 
At  the  time  of  the  operation,  1  was  sitting 
in  a  chair  immediately  behind  Mr.  Cooper. 
1  never  saw  Mr.  Cooper  before  that  day.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  that  the  first  incision  pe- 
netrated the  bladder.  I  have  read  the  re- 
port in  Tub  Lancxt,  but  I  never  corre- 
sponded with  that  publication.  I  take  it  in, 
and  read  it  weekly. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett  here  read  from  the  libel  the 
following  sentence: — "The  first  incision, 
through  the  integuments,  appeared  to  be 
freely  and  fairly  made  ;  and,  after  a  little 
dissection,  the  point  of  the  knife  was  fixed 
(apparently)  in  the  groove  of  the  staff, 
which  was  now  taken  hold  of,  and  the  knife 
carried  onwards — somewhere."  The  learned 
counsel  asked  the  witness  whether  the 
word    somewhere"  did  not  mean  to  convey 


an  idea,  that  the  knife  did  not  go  into  the 
bladder? 

Witness. — I  think  it  means  to  convey  an 
idea,  that  it  might,  or  might  not,  have  en- 
tered the  bladder.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  operator  would  be  the  best  judge  of 
whether  the  forceps  entered  the  bladder  or 
not ;  it  would  depend  upon  what  sort  of  an 
operator  he  was.  (A  laugh.)  I  am  not 
prepared  to  swear  that  the  forceps  were  a 
second  time  used  with  considerable  force. 
1  will  neither  swear  to,  nor  contradict  it. 
I  mentioned  my  opinion  of  this  operation  to 
several  persons,  but  I  cannot  now  say  to 
whom. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett  then  read  the  following  sen- 
tence,  and  asked  the  witness  whether  the 
statement  it  contained  was  correct:  "The 
forceps  were  again  used,  but  as  unsuccess- 
fully as  before ;  they  were  pushed  onwards 
to  a  considerable  distance,  and  with  no 
small  degree  of  force." 

/ftlnew.— I  am  not  prepared  to  swear  to 
the  truth  of  this.    1  cannot  comprehend  it. 

Re-examined  by  the  Defendant.— The 
staff  was  introduced  a  second  time.  It  would 
not  have  been  necessary  if  the  first  incision 
had  been  large  enough.  I  have  never  seen 
the  defendant  before  this  day,  that  1  am 
aware  of. 

Mr.  John  Clupham  examined. — I  reside  at 
Thorney,  near  Peterborough,  and  practice 
as  a  surgeon  with  my  father.  I  am  a  licen- 
tiate of  the  Apothecaries'  Company.  I  have 
studied  surgery  at  St.  George's  Hospital.  I 
witnessed  the  operation  of  lithotomy  per- 
formed by  Mr.  Biansby  Cooper  of  Guy 'a 
Hospital.  The  report  In  The  Lancet  is 
correct,  as  far  as  1  recollect  The  patient 
appeared  a  healthy  man,  and  a  favourable 
subject  for  the  operation.  On  the  with- 
drawal of  the  knife,  there  was  a  small  quan- 
tity of  fluid,  I  can't  say  of  what  sort,  but  I 
suppose  it  was  urine.  I  saw  no  gush  of 
urine  subsequently.  Mr.  Cooper  used  a 
knife  to  enlarge  the  openings  before  he  in- 
troduced the  forceps.  The  forceps  were 
introduced  more  than  once  before  the  se- 
1  cond  cut.  1  had  never  seen  that  done  be- 
fore. The  forceps  were  introduced  with 
much  force,  and  the  operator  did  not  appear 
in  a  state  of  self-possession.  He  said  he 
could  not  reach  the  bladder  with  his  finger. 
Great  force  was  used  with  the  hand.  More 
than  one  gorget  was  used.  He  introduced 
sounds  and  stares  at  the  wound  in  the  peri- 
neum. 1  never  before  saw  the  gorget  em- 
ployed after  the  knife  had  been  used  to  cut 
into  the  bladder.  A  scoop  was  employed. 
There  were  no  fragments  extracted  in  this 
case.  The  operator  stated,  in  the  presence 
of  the  patient,  that  he  could  not  understand 
the  case.  I  never  before  heard  a  surgeon 
speak  of  the  difficulties  of  the  case  in  the 
presence  of  his  patient.    He  said  he  could 
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feel  tbe  stone  with  th«  sound,  but  that  be 
could  not  feel  it  with  the  forceps.  I  heard 
the  staff  strike  the  stone.  The  reason  why 
he  could  feel  the  stone  with  the  sound,  and 
not  with  the  forceps,  was,  that  the  narrow- 
ness of  the  opening  would  not  admit  them. 
I  did  not  hear  Mr.  Cooper  ask  Mr.  Calla- 
way if  he  had  a  long  finger,  but  he  mea- 
sured fingers  with  Mr.  Dodd.  1  never  saw 
an  operator  act  in  a  similar  manner  while 
his  patient  was  bound  on  the  table.  He  ap- 
peared confused  ;  his  movements  were  hur- 
ried, he  used  the  various  instruments  out  of 
their  accustomed  order.  The  operations  of 
lithotomy  which  1  had  before  witnessed, 
have  occupied  from  two  to  six  or  eight  mi- 
nutes. 1  never  saw  any  that  lasted  for  a 
longer  period  than  ei^ht  minutes.  Mr. 
Cooper's  operation  occupied  an  hour.  1 
never  before  witnessed  an  operation  in 
which  so  much  violence  was  used  ;  and  1 
do  not  believe  it  possible  that  the  patient 
could  recover  after  such  an  operation.  I  om 
aware  of  no  circumstance  in  the  anatomy  of 
the  parts  which  were  calculated  to  render 
tbe  operation  so  tedious.  The  stone  was 
not  so  large  as  a  walnut.  The  blood  had 
ceased  to  flow  from  the  external  wound  be- 
fore the  operation  had  terminated.  The 
parts  appeared  bruised. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  James  Scarlett* — 1 
was  twenty  years  of  age  last  January.  I 
have  not  yet  finished  studying,  and  am  still 
apupil  of  St.  George's  Hospital.  1  have  had 
no  explanation  of  these  matters  since  I  came 
to  London.  I  had  no  string  of  written 
questions  put  to  me,  and  I  have  examined 
no  models.  I  went  from  curiosity,  to  see 
the  operation  performed  by  Mr.  Cooper. 
The  surgeon,  who  performs  the  operation  of 
lithotomy,  has  always  a  variety  of  instru- 
ments near  him.  1  have  witnessed  about 
half  a  dozen  operations  of  this  kind.  I  was 
on  tbe  third  or  fourth  row  from  Mr.  Cooper, 
a  little  to  his  left  hand.  A  great  number  of 
persons  were  present;  there  might  be  as 
many  as  400.  I  should  think  Mr.  Cullaway 
was  a  competent  judge  of  operations  of  this 
kind.  When  the  first  incision  was  made,  it 
did  not  reach  the  bladder.  There  was  a 
small  quantity  of  fluid,  which  I  supposed  to 
be  urine,  before  the  forceps  were  intro- 
duced. I  am  of  opinion  that  the  knife  did 
not  reach  the.  bladder.  I  am  a  licentiate  of 
the  Apothecaries'  Company.  I  am  not  21. 
My  representation  of  my  age  was  not  correct 
to  the  Company. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett. — You  mean  it  was  false  1— 
Witness. — Yes, 

Sir- J.  Scarlett.— Did  you  not  swear  it? 
Witness. — No,  I  gave  my  certificate. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett.— Are  clergymen  in  the 
habit  of  giviog  false  certificates  ?  Wit- 
ness.—No. 


Sir  J.  Scarlett.  —Where,  then,  did  you 
obtain  it? 

Lord  Tenterden  said  he  must  stop  the 
examination.  When  he  found  a  person  ob* 
taining  his  licentiateshipby  means  of  a  false 
certificate,  for  which  he  was  liable  to  be  in- 
dicted and  punished,  it  was  his  Lordship's 
duty  not  to  allow  him  to  proceed  further  in 
his  evideuce. 

The  witness  then  withdrew. 

Mr.  Joachim  Gilbert  examined. — I  tun  a 
member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons.  I  was 
at  Guy's  Hospital  in  March  last,  and  wit- 
nessed part  of  the  operation  of  lithotomy 
performed  by  Mr.  Cooper.  I  was  present 
about  thirty-five  minutes.  I  could  not 
endure  witnessing  any  longer,  the  manner 
in  which  the  operation  was  performed.  The 
operator  used  much  violence— I  should  say, 
great  and  unnecessary  violence.  He  used 
the  instruments  in  the  accustomed  manner 
of  olher  operators.  I  saw  the  staff  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Cooper.  Mr.  Callaway  was 
desired  to  hold  it  on.  the  left  side  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  then  Mr.  Cooper  made  what  is 
called  the  external  incision,  the  cut,  which 
he  did  very  properly  ;  then,  after  making 
the  second  incision,  he  carried  bis  knife  for- 
ward, and,  I  should  say,  held  his  arm  too 
high  ;  and  he  then  carried  his  knife  forward, 
between  the  bladder  and  the  fundament.  A 
flow  of  blood  followed.  He  then  put  his 
finger  into  the  wound,  and  passed  in  a  pair 
of  straight  forceps  on  his  finger.  He  at- 
tempted to  extract  the  stone,  but  failed. 
He  then  passed  in  the  forceps  four  times 
following,  but  did  not  succeed  in  extracting 
the  stone.  He  then  passed  his  finger  again 
into  the  wound,  and,  in  so  doing,  used  great 
violence.  In  withdrawing  the  forceps,  a 
squashing  noise  was  heard.  He  then  called 
for  a  crooked  pair  of  forceps,  which  he 
passed  upon  his  finger  into  the  wound,  and 
poked  them  about  in  the  wound.  In  so 
doin£,  he  used  great  violence.  He  then 
withdrew  them,  and  passed  them  in  a  second 
time.  He  again  withdrew  them,  and  passed 
them  in  a  fourth  time,  and  he  then  called 
for  "  Sir  Astley's  knife,"  (a  laugh,)  and 
made  a  cut  with  it,  and  passed  his  finger 
into  the  wound  ;  and,  in  so  doing,  used  vio- 
lence, twisting  the  finger  about  in  the 
wound.  He  did  not  succeed  in  extracting 
the  stone,  and  he  then  appeared  to  be  very 
much  confused.  His  hand  shook  a  great 
deal.  He  was  very  pale,  and  his  lips  were 
very  white.  At  the  expiration  of  thirty-five 
minutes  1  quitted  the  theatre.  My  im- 
pression was,  that  the  operation  was  very 
hadly  and  very  improperly  performed.  I 
i  have  witnessed,  at  least,  twenty  operations 
of  this  kind.  I  never  saw  any  last  longer 
than  from  seven  to  ten  minutes  ;  and  I  have 
seen  the  operation  i  erformed  in  less  than  a 
minute. 
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Cross- examined  by  Sir  James  Scarlett.—! 
carry  on  my  business  at  Beaminster,  in 
Dorsetshire.  1  am  an  assistant  to  Mr 
Phelps,  who  married  the  defendant's  sister. 
1  came  to  London,  at  the  time  in  question, 
to  pass  the  College.  1  am  a  pupil  at  Guy's, 
ftnd  I  went  there  to  be  instructed.  1  did 
not  see  the  report  in  Tnr  Lancet  before  it 
wns  printed.  The  first  incision  did  not,  and 
ought  not  to  reach  the  bladder.  You  are 
to  avoid  the  urethra,  on  making  the  first  in- 
cision.  The  second  cut,  which  ought  to 
have  reached  the  bladder,  did  not  reach  it, 
bnt  went  between  the  rectum  and  the  blad- 
der. I  think  it  did  not  reach  the  bladder, 
and  my  reason  for  saying  so  is,  that  there 
was  no  flow  of  fluid.  The  forceps  were 
thrust  in  with  great  and  unnecessary  vio- 
lence. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett. — As  if  he  meant  to  stab  the 
man? — Witness.  Yes,  (a  laugh ;)  I  was  on 
the  first  row  of  benches.  I  went  away,  not 
being  able  to  witness  the  operation  out.  1 
never  made  any  communication  to  The 
Lancet,  nor  do  I  know  the  extent  of  its 
sa!e.  1  never  performed  the  operation  of 
lithotomy.  I  have  witnessed  at  least  la 
operations  of  that  kind  at  Guy's  Hospital, 
but  not  one  of  them  were  performed  by  Mr. 
Cooper. 

In  answer  to  some  further  questions  by 
the  defendant,  the  witness  said,  he  had  seen 
the  plaintiff  perform  other  operations,  and 
he  did  not  consider  bim  a  skilful  operator. 

By  Sir  J.  Scarlett.— -I  should  say  that  he  is 
an  unskilful  operator,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
great  benefit  to  the  public  to  drive  him 
away  from  his  situation  at  Guy's  Hospital. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett. — Have  you  ever  witnessed 
the  operation  of  tying  the  subclavian  artery  1 

Witness. — I  have  heard  of  the  operation, 
and  have  seen  it  performed  once,  by  Mr. 
Cline. 

•Sir  J.  Scarlett.— Which  operation  do  you 
think  requires  the  greatest  skill  upon  the 
part  of  the  surgeon,  tying  the  subclavian 
artery,  or  lithotomy  1 

fritness. — 1  should  think  the  operation  of 
lithotomy  requires  the  greatest  skill. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett. — Then  you  tl.ink  it  would 
require  no  skill  to  tie  the  subclavian  artery  I 

Witness.—  It  would  require  skill  to  do  so, 
but  more  skill  to  perform  the  operation  of 
lithotomy. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett.— Have  you  attended  any 
lectures  since  you  came  to  towu  ? 
Witness. — No. 

Sir  J.  Scat  leu. — I  mean,  none  at  Wakley's. 
(A  laugh.) 

Tl  itnexs. — No,  Mr.  Wakley  called  at  my 
lodgings  yesterday  morning,  and  stopped 
a  few  minutes  ;  but  he  did  not  sit  down  ; 
and  that  is  the  only  conversation  1  have  had 
with  him  since  1  came  to  town. 

The  Defendant.— l)o  you  think  that  a  very 


ignorant  surgeon  might,  by  accident,  tie  the 

subclavian  ortery  with  success  1 
Witness.— I  do.  (A  laugh.) 
Mr.  John  Thomas  examined. — I  witnessed 
the  operation  of  lithotomy  performed  by  Mr. 
Bransby  Cooper.  1  have  not  read  the  re- 
port in  I  ke  Lancet.  I  am  demonstrator  of 
anatomy  at  Mr.  Sleigh's  school.  Speaking 
accor-ling  to  my  impression,  1  think  I  never 
saw  an  operation  performed  so  unscientifi- 
cally, and  in  so  bungling  a  manner,  as  that 
performed  by  Mr.  Cooper.  I  have  never 
spoken  to  the  defendant  before  to-day,  and 
I  do  not  even  now  know  his  name. 

Cross-examined  by  Sir  J.  Scarlett. — Mr. 
Sleigh's  school  is  in  Dean-street,  in  the  Bo- 
rough. Mr.  Sleigh  is  surgeou  to  the  Western 
Hospital,  a  newly  erected  institution,  which 
Mr.  Sleigh  established  himself. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett. — Suppose  the  defendant  to 
be  the  author  of  Tub  Lancet,  I  want  to 
know  how  it  is  that  he  come  to  know  your, 
opinion  onthis  operation  ? 

Witness. — I  confess  I  was  rather  surprised 
at  it  myself.  I  was  not  subpoenaed  till  a  late 
hour  last  night. 

6'ir  J.  Scarlett. — Do  you  know  now  how  it 
wna  T 

Witness. — Yes.  In  conversation  with  a 
pupil  named  Brainsford.  I  made  the  re- 
mark that  I  had  seen  the  operation,  and 
that  I  thought  it  was  performed  in  a  bung- 
ling and  unscientific  manner.  He  has  told 
me  to-day  that  he  communicated  this  fact  to 
Mr.  Wakley.  I  have  made  communications 
to  The  Lancet.  I  have  made  four ;  three 
of  which  were  inserted.  Those  communi- 
cations were  at  long  intervals,  and  I  did  not 
put  my  name  to  them.  I  arrived  at  the 
theatre  after  the  incision  was  made  in  the 
bladder,  and  I  stayed  about  35  minutes, 
during  which  time  the  operation  was  going 
forward.  I  have  been  demonstrator  at  this 
new  school  since  last  October.  I  was  pre- 
sent at  three  operations  in  lithotomy  at 
Guy's  Hospital. 

Afr.  Jeffry  Pearl  examined. — I  witnessed 
the  opeiation  performed  by  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper.  1  have  read  the  report  in  Thj. 
Lancet,  and  1  am  not  aware  of  its  being  in- 
correct, except  thot  Mr.  Cooper  asked  for 
"  Sir  Astleys  knife,"  and  not  for  *'  my 
uncle's  knife,"  as  stated  in  the  report.  There 
was  no  gush  of  urine,  as  usual,  but  merely  a 
trickling.  I  sat  about  the  middle  row,  on 
the  operator's  right  hand.  (The  witness  was 
examined  to  various  minute  facts,  deposed 
to  by  some  of  the  preceding  witnesses,  and, 
in  part,  corroborated  their  testimony.  He 
also  spoke  to  the  violence  used,  as  described 
by  those  witnesses,  and  stated,  that  throe 
fingers  at  once  were  introduced.)  I  could, 
1  think,  sitting  where  I  did,  distinguish  be- 
tween a  small  portion  of  arterial  blood,  and 
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a  mixture  of  venous  blood  and  urine.  Arte-  j  rate  frequently,  and  I  do  not  conceive  him  to 
rial  blood  cornea  in  bursts.  After  the  staff  j  be  a  good  operator  by  any  means.  I  have 
and  knife  were  pushed  forward,  I  believe  i  been  a  pupil  of  Guy's  Hospital  more  than  a 
that  there  issued  a  small  portion  of  both  year,  but  am  not  a  member  of  the  College  of 
venous  blood  and  urine.    There  was  not  a  ;  Surgeons. 

gush  of  fluid  at  any  subsequent  period.  I;  Cross-examined  by  SirJ.  Scarlett. — I  have 
rather  think  that  Mr.  Cooper  attempted  to '  been  attending  the  hospital  a  year.  I  corn- 
introduce  the  forceps  after  the  first  iucijmenced  in  October,  1827.  I  was  appren- 
aioo,  and  that,  failing  in  being  able  to  do  so,  ticed  at  Woodbridge,  to  an  army  surgeon, 
he  made  a  second  incision.  The  same  for-  j  I  never  performed  lithotomy  myself.  I  con- 
ceps  was  introduced  repeatedly,  and  great  j  tin ue  at  the  hospital  now.  I  hare  seen 
force  was  used.  The  operator  opeued  and  j  most  of  the  operations  at  the  hospital.  I 
shut  the  forceps  with  great  violence.  The  never  saw  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  perform  an 
forceps  was  a  curved  one,  and  it  was  pushed  operation  skilfully  except  one,  and  that  was 


in  to  a  considerable  distance.  The  fingers 
of  the  operator  were  introduced,  and  turned, 
in  the  incision.  I  have  witnessed,  I  believe, 
20  operations  in  lithotomy,  and  none  were 
performed  in  the  same  manner  as  this.  The 
usual  time  for  the  performance  of  an  opera- 
tion, is  from  four  to  five  minutes.  1  saw 
one  by  Mr.  Green,  which  lasted  nearly  an 
hour;  but  that  was  a  peculiar  case:  the 
patient  had  been  operated  on  twice  before, 
and  the  cicatrix  was  bard  and  uneven,  and 
he  had  two  large  stones  to  extract,  which 
crumbled  into  innumerable  small  pieces  in 
the  bladder.  The  time  was  there  occu- 
pied in  removing  the  fragments.  There  was 
no  force  used  by  Mr.  Green,  and  his  man- 
ner of  using  tbe  scoop  and  forceps  was  de- 
cidedly contrary  to  that  of  Mr.  Cooper.  The 
stone,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Cooper,  was  about 
the  size  of  a  Windsor  bean.  I  heard  Mr. 
Cooper  say,  in  the  hearing  of  the  patient 
and  the  pupils,  that  he  could  not  explain 
the  cause  of  the  difficulty.  He  turned  round 
to  the  pupils,  and  said,  "  I  can  conceive  no 

the 
can  hear 

the  stone,  but  cannot  extract  it  when  I  apply 
tbe  forceps."  I  think,  continued  the  wit- 
ness, that  he  might  have  taken  out  the  stoue, 
had  he  introduced  the  forceps  scientifically. 
The  sound  might  have  passed  through  a  hole 
too  small  to  admit  the  forceps.  Mr.  Cooper 
did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  in  a  state  of  self- 
possession,  and  I  think  that  he  used  his  in- 
strument without  any  rational  object.  The 
operation  lasted  about  an  hour.  I  saw  the 
parts  after  the  death  of  the  putieut,  and  I 
could  not  discover  any  cause  in  the  forma- 
tion, to  account  for  the  deluy  in  the  opera- 
tion. When  I  saw  the  bladder,  there  ap- 
peared to  me  to  he  two  incisions  in  it.  A 
portion  of  tbe  neck  of  the  bla'-'.er  was 
between  the  two  incision*.  The  incisions 
were  oblique,  and  not  horizontal.  I  think 
it  utterly  impossible  that  the  ptitient  could 


tying  the  subclavian  artery.  1  consider  that 
to  be  a  difficult  operation  ;  but  it  may,  oc- 
casionally, be  performed  by  an  unskilful 
operator.  Mr.  Laundy  handed  the  instru- 
ments to  Mr.  Cooper  ;  Mr.  Callaway  stood 
next.  I  read  the  report  in  The  Lancet  on 
the  day  it  came  out.  Mr.  Cooper  did  not  use 
the  phrase  "  My  uncle's  knife,"  but  I  have 
heard  him  repeatedly  say,  "  Fetch  my  un- 
cle's gargle,  or  my  uncle's  mixture."  (A 
laugh,  in  which  Sir  Astley  Cooper  joined.) 
It  was  Dr.  Hodgkin's  duty  to  dissect  the 
body,  as  he  couducts  the  post-mortem  exami- 
nations. A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Lam- 
bert introduced  me  to  the  defendant.  I  saw 
him  at  Mr.  Lambert's  house  ;  the  conver- 
sation turned  upon  this  subject,  but  I  did 
not  know  from  that,  or  any  other  conversa- 
tion, that  Mr.  Lambert  was  the  person  who 
furnished  the  report.  The  tone  of  the  con- 
versation did  not  assume  that  Mr.  Lambert 
was  the  reporter.  I  Bhall  not  say  whether 
I  suspected  it  or  not.  I  certainly  did  not 
suspect  it  from  that  conversation.  I  sus- 
pected Mr.  Lambert,  because  he  was  gene- 
rally suspected.  I  have  been  at  his  house 
three  or  four  times.  I  never  met  the  de- 
fendant there  above  once.  A  pupil  was 
present  when  I  saw  the  defendant.  The 
defendant  asked  me  whether  the  report  was 
correct.  The  defendant  and  Mr.  Lambert 
endeavoured  to  show  that  the  forceps  had 
passed  between  the  bladder  and  the  rectum. 
They  did  not  endeavour  to  persuade  me  to 
state  that  fact,  but  they  gave  very  good 
reasons  for  their  believing  it.  Mr.  Whita- 
ker  was  present,  but  no  other  person.  I 
was  there  an  hour.  No  model  was  pro- 
duced to  assist  my  reasoning.  I  called  at 
the  defendant's  house  last  Monday,  and 
stayed  only  ten  minutes.  There  was  a  con- 
versation as  to  the  time  of  the  trial  coming 
on.  1  am  not  competent  to  say  whether  or 
not  the  forceps  passed  between  the  bladder 
und  the  rectum.  I  had  not  formed  any  opi- 
have  survived  after  such  an  operation  us  this  I  nion  on  the  subject,  but  I  can  state  that  the 
one.    The  bladder  appeured  to  be  very  operution  was  not  scientifically  performed. 


i'-r"~«        ~  >      »  ~ —  ~  . . , 

earthly  difficulty  against  my  extracting 
stone.    He  said,  "  Hush,  hush  ;  I  can  1 


thickened, from  violent  inflammation.  Bruises 
in  the  bladder  would  be  very  likely  to  pro 
duce  great  disorganization  and  iaflauima 
tion.  1  have  seeu  Mr.  Biansby  Cooper  ope 


1  believed  that  at  one  time  the  forceps  were 
between  the  bladder  and  tbe  rectum.  On 
seeing  the  parts  after  death,  I  observed 
Mr.  Lambert  had  his  hand  between  the 
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bladder  and  rectum,  and  took  tlie  part  up  to 
Dr.  Hodgkin,  and  said,  "  Doctor,  here's  an 
opening."  1  did  not  hear  Dr.  Hodgkin  say, 
«•  Thou  hast  done  it  thyself."  1  do  not 
believe  Mr.  Lambert  did  it. 

Re-examined. — The  defendant  did  not 
persuade  me  to  give  any  evidence  in  this 
cause.  He  asked  me  to  read  the  report 
again,  that  1  might  be  satisfied  of  its  cor- 
rectness. 

Mr.  James  Lambert  stated,  that  he  was 
present  at  the  operation,  aud  furnished  a 
report  to  the  defendant,  from  which  the 
printed  statement  was  made  ;  the  latter  was 
substantially  true,  lie  informed  the  defen- 
dant, on  his  word  of  honour,  that  the  report 
was  true,  and  rather  an  under  than  an  over 
statement  of  the  facts.  The  witness  then 
described  the  circumstances  attending  the 
operation  in  nearly  the  same  words  as  the 
alleged  libel.  After  which  he  proceeded  as 
follows :—"  I  examined  the  parts  after  they 
were  removed  from  the  body,  in  the  de- 
monstrating-room.  Several  of  the  pupils 
were  present.  My  attention  was  principally 
directed  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  attended  the  operation.  I 
found  the  prostate  gland  slightly  enlarged, 
and  on  the  left  side  a  smallish  oblique  cut. 
The  parte  around  the  gland  appeared  to 
have  been  bruised,  and  were  dark-coloured. 
On  the  under  part  of  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der there  was  a  little  projection,  about  the 
size  of  the  tip  of  my  little  ringer.  This  I 
took  to  be  an  enlargement  of  what  is  called 
the  third  lobe  of  the  prostate  gland.  1 
found,  on  passing  my  finger  on  the  under 
part  of  the  bladder,  that  it  passed  up  between 
the  bladder  and  the  rectum  with  the  great- 
est facility.  1  did  not  make  use  of  the 
slightest  force  in  doing  this,  nor  did  1  break 
down  any  structure.  I  was  going  on  with 
my  examination,  when  Or.  Hodgkin  came 
to  me  very  angrily,  and  said,  "  I  wish 
people  would  not  come  here  who  have  no 
business,  and  pull  things  about."  He  also 
said,  that  somebody  had  broken  down  the 
fungous  growth,  which  1  have  described.  1 
was  conscious  that  I  had  pot  touched  it, 
and  1  assured  him  that  I  had  used  no  vio- 
lence whatever  in  examining  the  prepara- 
tion. I  do  not  remember  the  name  of  any 
other  pupil  who  was  present  but  that  of 
Mr.  Pearl.  There  were  six  pupils  present. 
Or.  Hodgkin  sard  it  was  nut  a  deep  peri- 
neum. I  think  hia  expression  wars — 
"  There  is  nothing  Temarkable  about  it." 
Mr.  Key  said  it  was  not  a  deep  peritoneum. 
1  said  to  Mr.  Key,  "It  seems  to  me  the 
■atari'  which  you  invented  will  never  do  for 
a  deep  perineum."  Mr.  Key  replied,  that 
this  was  not  a  deep  perineum,  and  thut 
if  I  thought  so,  I  knew  nothing  about  it." 
I  saw  nothing  in  any  part  of  the  preparation 
to  account  for  the  delay  in  the  extraction 


of  the  stone.  I  never  saw  a  perineum  in 
which  1  was  unable  to  reach  the  bladder 
with  the  finger.  My  impression  was,  that 
in  the  case  in  question  the  bladder  could 
have  been  reached  with  the  finger.  I  did 
not  see  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  or  the 
prostate  gland,  an  incision  like  the  form  of 
the  gorget  which  was  used  in  the  operation. 
If  the  gorget  did  not  pass  into  the  bladder, 
it  was  likely  to  pass  between  it  and  the  rec- 
tum. I  have  never  seen  the  gorget  passed 
between  the  bladder  and  the  rectum  by  a 
|  skilful  operator,  or  by  a  person  having  any 
pretensions  to  skill.  The  gorget  was  used 
subsequently  to  both  the  knives.  The 
knives  were  not  used  more  than  once  each. 
I  cauuot  speak  to  the  cutting  gorget  being 
introduced  more  than  once.  1  never  saw 
an  operation  performed  in  a  similar  manner. 
The  operator  did  not  appear  to  be  in  a  state 
of  self- possession.  I  do  not  believe  the 
patient  could  recover  under  such  an  opera- 
tion. I  do  not  think  Mr.  Cooper  a  good 
Operator ;  but  I  once  saw  him  tie  the  sub- 
clavian artery  in  a  very  skilful  manner. 
That  is  not  a  difficult  operation  to  a  man 
who  has  any  nerve.  1  do  not  think  Mr. 
Cooper's  abilities  are  adequate  to  the  oflice 
of  surgeon  to  Guy 'a  Hospital. 

Cross-examined. —  I  am  a  surgeon,  and 
have  been  in  the  profession  thirteen  years. 
I  consider  myself  more  competent  than  Mr. 
Cooper.  I  am  twenty-eight  years  old.  About 
six  years  ago,  I  begun  to  attend  the  hospi- 
tal, and  was  admitted  a  surgeon  three  years 
ago.  I 'am  now  practising.  1  have  contri- 
buted largely  to  The  Lancet,  and  derived  a 
considerable  emolument  from  it.  (After 
some  hesitation.)  I  did  not  derive  more 
profit  from  this  source  than  from  my  pro- 
fession. 1  received  eight  guineas  per  month 
for  a  certain  quantity,  and  extra  payment 
for  all  beyond  that  quantity.  The  payment 
of  the  extra  quantity  was  in  proportion  to 
its  length.  The  work  is  said  to  be  clever, 
but  does  not  indulge  iu  personal  attack,  ex- 
cept in  the  cases  of  public  functionaries.  I 
cannot  say  that  the  circulation  of  the  work 
is  increased  by  these  attacks.  The  publica- 
tion produces  the  defendant  a  handsome  in- 
come. I  do  not  remember  that  Mr.  Cooper 
ever  threatened  to  turn  me  out  of  the  room. 
(Question  repeated,  and  after  considerable 
hesitation)— I  do  not  remember  that  Mr. 
Cooper  threatened  to  turn  me  out  of  the 
room  ;  bdt  some  angry  altercation  took  place 
between  us,  and  I  left  the  room.  1  do  not 
believe  that  I  was  turned  out.  This  was  at 
a  public  dinner.  I  never  remember  ou  any 
other  occasion  Mr.  Cooper  saying,  "  Either 
you  or  I  must  leave  the  room,  unless  yon 
make  an  apology."  The  surgeons  of  the 
hospital  are  nicknamed  bats.  Some  alterca- 
tion took  place  between  us  respecting  my 
use  of  that  word.   I  told  Mr.  Cooper  that  I 
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did  not  mean  to  apply  it  personally  to  him. 
1  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  eaid,  1 
will  watch  my  opportunity  and  mnke  him . 
repent  it."    1  will  not  swear  that  I  did  not 1 
do  so,  as  I  am  a  man  of  warm  feeling,  and  1 
say  many  things  which  I  do  not  mean  ;  but  j 
I  do  not  think  it  possible  that  1  could  have  J 
said  ao.    The  report  of  the  operation  was 
part  of  my  weekly  contribution  to  The  Lan- 
cet.  There  were  one  or  two  expressions  in 
the  manuscript  more  severe  than  what  ap- 
peared in  print.    I  had  stated,  that  the  ope-  j 
ration  lasted  more  than  an  hour,  and  the  J 
defendant  said  he  would  rather  be  under] 
than  over  the  mark.    1  have  not  seen  the ; 
manuscript  since  the  publication.    I  saw  no . 
gush  of  urine  during  the  operation,  aud  that  J 
I  think  a  reason  for  supposing  that  the  kuife  ] 
never  entered  the  bladder.    1  have  some  I 
doubt  whether  Mr.  Cooper  said,  "  Bring  me  | 
my  uncle's  kuife,"  or  "  bring  me  Sir  Astley's  \ 
knife."  I  have  taken  the  examination  of  the 
defendant's  witnesses,  and  from  that  arose 
my  doubt.    1  put  tho  report  in  the  dramatic 
form,  and  furnished  the  quotation  from  Bell. 
I  intended  to  convey  the  impression  that 
the  patient  had  lost  his  life  from  want  of 
skill.    I  did  not  think  it  a  subject  for  joking 
on.    I  appended  a  note,  in  which  it  is  re- 
presented, that  the  mau  came  to  town  to  be 
"  operated  on  by  the  uevey  of  the  great  Sir 
Arstley."    The  overseers  of  the  parish 
sent  the  man  to  die  hospital.    I  know  Mr. 
Clapham,  a  licentiate  to  the  Apothecaries' 
Company.    He  is  my  cousin.    1  did  not 
assist  in  procuring  his  license.    1  was  sur- 1 
prised  at  hiB  getting  it.    1  have  not  made 
any  beta  on  the  issue  of  this  cause.    I  i 
have  said  that  the  odds  were  so  and  so.  1 
do  not  recollect  what  I  said  the  odds  were.  I 
1  have  taken  pains  to  collect  evidence.   I  do  J 
not  know  that  the  witnesses  have  been  j 
shown  a  model,  and  heard  a  lecture  to  prove 
to  them  that  the  forceps  passed  between  the 
bladder  and  the  rectum.  A  lecture  was  given 
by  Mr.  Grainger.    I  do  not  know  whether] 
the  lecture  was  given  with  a  view  to  this 
trial ;  but  1  myself  have  demonstrated  the 
parts  to  persons  who  were  to  be  witnesses 
in  the  cause.    I  examined  the  parts  with  a 
view  of  refreshing  my  own  memory.  The 
defendant  was  there  whilst  1  was  explaining 
the  parts  to  persons  who  were  to  be  wit- 
nesses.   The  defendant  also  explained  them 
to  the  Bame  persons.    1  will  swear  that  1 
did  not  hear  the  defendant  say,  Mr.  Cooper 
"  murdered  the  mun  ns  much  as  if  he  cut 
his  throat  with  a  knife."    1  will  not  swear 
that  1  did  not  make  use  of  the  expression 
myself.    I  have  heard  explanations  given  to 
persons  who  were  to  he  witnesses  in  this 
cause  four  or  five  times  within  the  lust  six 
weeks.    1  stood  very  close  to  Mr.  Cooper 
during  the  operation,  on  the  left  hand  side. 
I  do  not  recollect  that  Mr.  Key  said  he  had 


used  the  straight  staff,  in  cases  of  peri- 
neum, twice  as  deep  as  the  one  in  question. 
1  remember  he  told  me  that  1  knew  nothing 
about  it.  1  have  been  refused  admission  to 
Guy's  Hospital  since  the  publication  of  the 
report.  1  was  turned  out  of  Middlesex 
Hospital  four  years  ago,  and  I  have  also 
boen  refused  admission  to  St.  Thomas's  on 
account  of  the  report. 

Re-examined. — I  was  expelled  from  Mid- 
dlesex Hospital,  because  1  was  connected 
with  The  Lancet.  I  never  sent  a  single 
report  from  that  hospital,  before  I  was  ex- 
pelled. When  I  spoke  of  the  odds  respect- 
ing the  cause,  1  meant,  that  as  we  had  a  deal 
of  good  evidence,  I  thought  the  chances 
were  much  in  our  favour.  1  have  not 
offered  any  bet.  Mr.  Grainger's  School  of 
Anatomy  is  of  high  repute.  The  lectures 
were  open  to  any  person.  Several  of  Mr. 
Grainger's  pupils  were  subpoenaed  on  each 
side. 

Alexander  Lee  wna  the  next  witness,  and 
deposed  as  follows : — I  am  not  acquainted 
with  Air.  Cooper.  1  never  spoke  to  him. 
I  have  been  five  years  in  practice  as  a  sur- 
geon. 1  saw  Mr.  Cooper  perform  the  ope- 
ration at  Guy's  Hospital.  It  was  performed 
in  the  usual  manner,  but  was  tedious.  It 
was  the  first  time  1  ever  saw  Mr.  Cooper 
perform  the  operation  of  lithotomy.  I  have 
seen  the  operation  performed  from  50  to 
100  times.  It  is  usually  performed  in  ten 
minutes.  I  only  know  one  instance  of  its 
lasting  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  1  do  not  know 
any  circumstances  which  occasioned  the 
delay  in  Mr.  Cooper's  operation.  Three  in- 
struments were  introduced.  I  did  not  ob- 
serve whether  the  operator  was  collected. 
I  am  not  sure  whether  the  forceps  was  in- 
troduced into  the  bladder  on  the  first  at- 
tempt. Mr.  Cooper  re-introduced  the  knife 
to  make  a  second  incision.  The  operation 
lasted  for  more  than  half  au  hour.  I  think 
it  did  not  last  an  hour.  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  it  lasted  from  half  an 
hour  to  40  minutes.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
re  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the  operation 
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was  skilfully  performed.  1  consider  Mr. 
Callaway  a  better  surgeon  than  Mr.  Cooper. 
Generally  speaking,  the  report  in  The  Lan- 
cet is  correct.  1  consider  the  form  of  the 
report  objectionable.  Some  expressions  in 
The  Lancet,  1  did  not  hear  the  operator 
use.    The  stone  extracted  was  small. 

Cross-examined.— I  have  been  a  mer- 
chant's clerk,  but  was  bred  a  surgeon.  1 
dealt  in  potatoes  about  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago.  I  have  operated  iu  lithotomy  for  dead 
subjects.  When  an  operation  ia  in  hand, 
no  person  can  so  well  explain  the  difficulties 
as  the  operator.  It  often  happens  thatwhut 
appears  ambiguous  to  a  by-stander,  the  ope- 
rator,  if  asked,  would  be  able  to  explain, 
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This  is  more  particularly  true  where  the 
operation  is  performed  by  feeling  only,  and 
not  by  the  eye.  It  is  rash  to  give  an  opinion 
of  an  operation  of  this  nature,  without  ask- 
ing the  operator  to  explain  what  appears 
doubtful.  No  surgeon  of  experience  would 
renture  to  give  an  opinion,  without  speak- 
ing to  the  operator.  1  think  it  most  pre- 
sumptuous und  rash  in  a  young  man,  and  a 
pupil,  to  give  an  opinion,  without  speaking 
to  the  operator.  Next  to  the  operator,  the 
person  most  competent  to  give  an  opinion, 
is  the  assistant- surgeon.  The  report  in 
The  Lancet,  is  a  very  unprofessional  re- 
port. The  mode  of  operating  for  the  stone 
is  not  settled  in  any  country,  and  any  sur- 
geon uses  what  instruments  he  pleases.  I 
saw  a  small  discharge  from  the  first  incision. 
It  was  impossible  to  say  whether  it  was 
blood,  or  blood  and  urine  mixed.  Sometimes 
the  stone  is  bedded  in  the  folds  of  the  blad- 
der, which  contracts  on  the  approach  of  an 
instrument.  On  these  occasions,  it  is  better 
to  allow  the  instrument  to  remain  in  some 
time. 

Re-examined. — I  think  Mr.  Cooper  owed 
it  to  the  class,  to  give  some  explanation  of 
the  cause  of  the  unusual  difficulty.  It  is 
possible,  that  a  skilful  operator  would  have 
discovered  the  cause  of  the  difficulty. 

Thomas  Bolton. — I  am  a  surgeon.  I  read 
the  report  in  The  Lancet.  It  is,  generally, 
correct.  The  operation  lasted  an  hour.  I 
never  saw  so  many  instruments  employed 
before.  The  operator  was  not  in  a  state  of 
self-possession  at  first,  but  he  recovered.  1 
never  saw  the  cutting  gorget  used  at  the 
same  time  with  knives,  on  any  other  occa- 
sion of  a  similar  nature.  Before  Mr.  Cooper 
extracted  the  stone,  he  said  he  could  not 
explain  the  cause  of  the  difficulty.  I  do 
not  consider  that  the  operation  was  scien- 
tifically performed. 

Cross-examined. — The  operation,  in  ques- 
tion, was  the  sixth  I  have  seen  performed. 
1  have  seen  none  since. 

Benjamin  Harrison. — I  am  treasurer  to 
Guy's  Hospital.  I  have  held  the  office 
thirty-one  years.  Mr.  Cooper  was  elected 
assistant-surgeon  on  the  14th  of  May,  18sT.i, 
and  Sir.  A.  Cooler  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  consulting-surgeon  on  the  same  day. 
When  Mr.  Cooper  was  elected,  l.e  was 
considered  perfectly  competent  to  the  of- 
fice. None  of  the  governors  of  the  hospi- 
tal are  surgeons  j  hut  they  have  daily  op- 
portunities of  nscertaining'the  qualifications 
of  the  apprentices.  Mr.  Cooper  was  elected 
to  his  office,  because  he  was  best  fitted  to 
fill  it.  Ho  would  have  been  elected,  if  he 
had  not  been  Sir  Asiley  Cooper's  nephew. 

The  defendant  pressed  the  witness  to 
state,  whether  he  did  not  consider  Mr. 
Callaway  a  better  surgeon  than  Mr.  Cooper. 


I    The  witness  said  he  did  not  like  to  give 

an  opinion  upon  so  delicate  a  point. 

The  Lord  Chief  '  Justice  mid,  that  the  ques- 
tion was  a  very  invidious  one.  Supposing 
the  merits  of  the  two  gentlemen  to  be  equal, 
the  governors  had  a  right  to  elect  Mr. 
Cooper,  if  they  thought  proper. 

Cross-examined. — Mr.  Cooper  was  de- 
monstrator under  his  uncle,  and  gave  great 
satisfaction.  He  was  recommended  by  all 
the  surgeons  in  the  hospitsl.  Sir  A.  Cooper 
did  not  know  that  the  hospitsl  intended  to 
elect  hia  nephew,  till  I  informed  him  of  it. 
I  knew  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  served  in  the 
Norwich  Hospital,  and  also  as  army-sur- 
geon in  Spain,  under  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton. He  likewise  served  in  the  same 
capacity  in  Canada,  at  the  close  of  the  last 
American  war.  He  afterwards  studied  at 
Edinburgh  for  two  years.  He  then  came 
to  Guy's  Hospital.  Mr.  Cooper  ha3  always 
msintained  the  reputation  which  induced 
the  hospital  to  elect  him. 

Mr.  Wakley  then  proposed  to  put  in  the 
preparations  taken  at  the  hospital,  as  part 
of  bis  case,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that 
an  adequate  examination  of  them  could  not 
take  place  in  the  glass. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett  said,  that  if  the  defendant 
could  not  make  out  a  case  without  these 
preparations,  he  could  not  make  it  out  with 
them. 

The  preparations  were  then  brought  into 
Court,  and  were  examined  by  several  medical 
gentlemen. 

Lord  Tenter  den,  (addressing  the  defend- 
ant.)— Whom  do  you  call  to  speak  to  these 
preparations  ? 

Mr.  Wakley, — I  call  Mr.  Alderman  Par- 
tridge. 

Mr.  jflderman  Partridge  examined.— I  have 
examined  these  preparations.  Whilst  they 
are  in  the  glass  I  cannot  see  the  incisions  ; 
I  see  the  opening  in  the  bladder.  I  cannot 
give  any  reason  why  the  operation  should 
have  lasted  an  hour,  without  having  the 
preparations  in  my  hand  ;  and  I  would  not 
like  to  give  a  decisive  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject, without  having  examined  them  by  my- 
self. I  cannot,  as  the  preparations  are  now 
before  me,  say  whether  the  incisions  are 
oblique  or  horizontal. 

Mr.  Wakley. — My  Lord,  I  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  prepara- 
tions, nor  have  any  of  the  witnesses. 

Lttrd  Tenterrien. — 1  cannot  help  that,  Sir. 

Mr.  Wakley  said  that  his  case  was  now 
closed. 

A  short  conversation  took  place  between 
Sir  J.  Scarlett  and  the  Lord  Chief  Justice, 
ns  to  the  propriety  of  proceeding  with  the 
plaintiff's  case  that  evening. 

His  Lordthip  seemed  desirous  that  Sir  J. 
Scarlett  should  opeu  his  case  that  night,  and 
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proceed  with  the  examination  of  his  wit- 
nesses to-morrow ;  hut 

Sir  J.  Scarlett  submitted  that  it  would  he 
more  convenient  to  the  interests  of  justice, 
that  he  should  address  his  remarks  to  the 
jury  when  they  were  fresh,  and  not  in  such 
a  state  of  exhaustion  as  they  must  be  in  at 
present,  after  the  fatigue  of  the  day.  As  far 
as  his  own  personal  convenience  was  con- 
cerned, he  would  rather  proceed  that  even- 
ing, whilst  the  facts  were  fresh  in  his 
memory ;  but  as  it  was  impossible  to  close 
the  plaintiffe  case  that  night,  it  would  be 
more  conducive  to  the  iuteresls  of  justice, 
that  it  should  be  placed  at  once  before  the 
view  of  the  jury. 

Lord  Ttnterdm  reminded  Sir  J.  Scarlett 
that  to-morrow  was  Saturday. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett  was  aware  of  it.  It  would 
not,  however,  make  any  difference,  as  he 
should  not  take  up  anything  like  the  time 
that  had  been  consumed  by  the  defendant. 
He  should  certainly  have  to  call  witnesses 
to  support  his  statement.  He  should  call 
some  of  the  most  eminent  surgeons  in  Lon- 
don. He  should  not  call  many  of  them,  but 
some  of  them  he  must  call. 

Lord  Tenterden  then  adjourned  the  Court 
till  half  past  niue  o'clock  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

A  Juryman  complained  of  the  difficulty 
which  he  had  suffered,  in  common  with  his 
brother  jurymen,  from  the  pressure  of  the 
crowd  that  morning.  They  had  found  it  al- 
most impossible  to  get  into  Court,  and  when 
they  complained  to  the  officers  of  the  Court, 
they  got  from  them  neither  assistance  nor 
relief.  He  conceived  that  this  was  a  httle 
too  bad,  as  the  jurymen  were  liable  to  be 
fined,  if  they  were  not  in  Court  by  a  given 
hour. 

Lord  Tenttrdtn  was  sorry  for  the  inconve- 
nience which  the  gentlemen  had  suffered. 
But  the  fact  was,  that  the  officers  had  t!iut 
morning  been  overpowered  by  the  crowd. 
He  had  only  a  certain  number  of  officers  in 
the  Court,  and,  in  oidinary  coses,  they  were 
quite  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  good  order 
of  the  Court. 

The  conversation  then  dropped. 

We  copy  the  following  paragraph  from 
The  Sun : — 

"  Such  wus  the  anxiety  to  obtain  ad- 
mission, at  the  opeuii)"  of  the  Court,  that 
one  gentleman  who  incautiously  carried  a 
sword-stick,  had  the  case  of  it  actually 
crushed  by  the  excessive  pressure.  The 
point  of  the  sword  was  forced  into  a  gentle- 
man's thigh,  and  the  greatest  coufusion  pre- 
vailed in  consequence." 


Saturday. 

Sir  J.  Scarlett  rose  and  addressed  the  Jury 
as  follows  : — May  it  please  your  Lordship, 
and  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  the  time  has 
at  length  arrived  when  the  plaintiff  is  en- 
titled, according  to  the  form  of  proceedings 
in  this  place,  u  lay  before  you  the  grounds 
on  which  he  seeks  redress  for  one  of  the 
most  injurious  attacks  upon  his  fame  and 
fortune  that  ever  appeared  in  a  Court  of 
Justice,  invented  by  falsehood  and  malice. 
Hitherto  he  has  been  put  on  his  defence, 
though  he  is  the  party  who  complains,  and 
though  he  seeks  redress  at  your  hands. 
Such  is  the  fate  of  human  affairs,  that  during 
an  entire  day  he  has  been  placed  upon  his 
defence,  as  if  he  had  been  indicted  for  a 
criminal  charge,  and  up  to  this  hour  you 
have  no  reason,  that  1  am  aware,  to  know 
of  what  it  is  he  complains.  I  have  no  doubt 
you  all  feel  that  you  are  now  sitting  in  judg- 
ment, not  upon  what  reparations  shall  be 
made  to  an  injured  man  for  one  of  the  basest 
calumnies  any  man  can  complain  of,  but 
whether  Mr.  Cooper  is  not  a  party  unworthy 
of  his  situation,  who  has  contributed  to 
shorten  a  man's  life,  and  who  wants  that 
skill  and  knowledge  of  his  profession  which 
no  man  has  ever  dared  to  doubt,  who  h»d 
any  skill  or  knowledge  himself.    In  early 
life,,  as  soon  as  his  profession  was  finally 
chosen,  Mr.  B.  Cooper  became  a  pupil  at 
the  Norwich  Hospital,  the  most  distinguish- 
ed, with  the  exception  of  those  in  lxmdon, 
for  this  operation  of  lithotomy.    He  served 
with  diligence  in  that  hospital  for  nearly  two 
years.    He  then  came  to  London ;  he  was 
admitted  a  pupil  of  Guy's  Hospital,  where 
he  continued  for  a  year  and  a  half— nearly 
two  years — when,  as  1  hope  Imay  be  allow- 
ed to  say,  and  1  hope  1  shall  offend  nobody 
by  saying  it,  his  merits,  as  well  as  his 
manners,  recommended  him  to  that  notice 
by  which  he  was  appointed  Assistant- Sur- 
geon to  a  Regiment  of  Artillery,  and  went 
abroad  in  1813,  and  was  present  in  every 
battle   till  that  of  Toulouse— that  grand 
effort  which  was  the  basis  of  the  peace  in 
1814.    His  first  exhibition  of  coolness  was 
io  operating  on  the  field  of  battle,  under  the 
roar  of  cannon,  and  exposed  to  dauger. 
His  experience  as  a  surgeon  was  known  in 
that  field  where  a  man  requires  both  confi- 
dence and  talent,  and  he  had  the  opportu- 
nity of  showing  that  talent  which  was  the 
ground  of  his  honourable  relation  wishing 
liini  to  pursue  that  line  for  which  his  abili- 
ties rendered  him  so  peculiarly  eligible,  and 
in  which,  it'  he  pursued  it  with  the  interest 
and  talent  he  had  «  xhibited,  he  had  a  pros- 
pect of  attaining  great  eminence.    He  went 
to  Canada,  and  served  nearly  a  year  iu  the 
last  unhappy  war  in  which  we  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  engage  with  our  friends  in  Ame* 
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rica.  When  that  terminated,  he  was  aent 
to  Edinburgh,  and  was  admitted  there  as  a 
student ;  and  there  he  received  all  the  edu- 
cation a  man  could  receive  as  a  pupil,  lie 
was  placed  in  the  high  situutiou  of  Presi- 
dent of  a  Society  until  he  quitted  it.  He 
had  it  open  to  him  to  chouse  what  line  he 
thought  fit.  He  might  have  taken  his  de- 
gree, and  established  biruseif  as  a  physician 
— he  hud  the  example  of  his  illustrious  uncle 
in  his  view,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
as  well  as  the  most  prosperous,  and  which 
he  thought  proper  to  pursue.  Sir  A.  Cooper 
was  the  Surgeon  of  Guy's  Hospital;  and  lie 
had  been  the  pupil  of  Mr.  Cline,  a  man  edu- 
cated in  the  same  school ;  he  became  hound 
an  apprentice  to  his  uncle  in  1817.  Dur- 
ing that  period  his  assiduity  was  unremit- 
ting. I  have  a  right  to  say  so,  from  the 
evidence  of  that  excellent  and  honourable 
man,  who  gave  his  testimony  yesterday,  and 
who  was  intended  to  be  insulted,  who  stated 
that  his  conduct  was  honourable  to  himself, 
and  satisfactory  to  all  around  him.  Sir  A. 
Cooper  made  him  his  demonstrator  of  ana- 
tomy. Sir  A.  Cooper,  who  gave  distin- 
guished lectures  there,  found  him  a  valuable 
assistant,  which  led  him  to  obtain  acquaint, 
ance  with  all  the  most  abstruse  parts  of  the 
profession,  and  he  had  an  opportunity, 
which  every  man  dues  not  possess,  to  be- 
come, by-and-by,  of  the  same  i'ame  and  the 
same  success  us  his  honourable  relative. 
He  did  more  than  that.  Sir  A.  Cooper, 
whose  practice  has  been  probably  more  ex- 
tensive for  a  number  of  years  than  any  oilier 
Burgeon  in  the  world,  called  by  all  sorts  of 
persons  to  perform  the  most  difficult  opera 
tions,  and  who  never,  as  those  who  know 
him  can  say,  allowed  the  call  of  the  poor  to 
be  disregarded— who  bestowed  as  much  iu 
humanity  as  for  gain — Sir  A.Cooper,  bavin- 
daily  and  nightly  requisitions,  w;ts  obliged 
to  do  that  which  every  person  in  his  exten- 
sive practice  must  do — namely,  have  a  per- 
son to  assist  him  when  he  was  called 
upon  to  one  place  of  emergency,  thut  his 
patients  might  not  want  him  in  ano- 
ther. Sir  A.  Cooper  found  in  that  ne- 
phew one  of  the  fittest  persons  to  assist 
him,  and  was  able,  according  to  the  state- 
ment of  thut  most  eminent  man,  to  dis- 
charge the  most  important  duties,  when  he 
himself,  from  the  impossibility  of  being  in 
two  or  three  places  at  the  same  time,  was 
forced  to  empl.v  an  assistant.  Gentlemen, 
do  not  suppose  such  an  employment  eau  be 
the  result  of  favour;  the  surgeon  who  em- 
ploys an  assistant  for  that  purpose,  for  his 
qwu  honour  and  interest,  is  obliged  to  em- 
ploy a  competent  man.  lie  cannot  do  other- 
wise. Consider,  for  a  moment,  what  situa- 
tion Sir  A.  Cooper  would  be  phevd  in,  if, 
on  your  sending  for  him  to  perform  a  diffi- 
cult operation,  and,  finding  him  otherwise 


engaged  at  the  time,  consider  the  situation 

in  which  he  would  have  been  placed,  had 
he  aent  for  his  substitute,  a  person  whom 
you  found  incompetent,  or  thought  so.  Sir 
A.  Cooper  would  have  been  ruined  in  prac- 
|  tice  as  well  as  iu  reputation.    Therefore  he 
had  a  right  to  say,  not  by  his  education 
only,  but  by  that  best  testimony  which  Sir 
1  Astley  bore  to  his  nephew's  fitness  and 
'capacity,  that  that  fitness  and  capacity  are 
,  established  beyond  all  doubt  on  the  most 
;  substantial  proof.   Gentlemen,  his  appren- 
|  ticeship  expired  in  18*J.    He  had  at  that 
'  tima  considerable  experience  and  great 
!  practice.    He  became  a  surgeon  upon  his 
I  own  account,  still  continuing,  however,  to 
j  render  assistance  when  his  unole  required 
lit.    What   happened  at  Guy'a  Hospital! 
•  That  establishment, — about  which,  for  the 
present,  I  say  nothing, — highly  useful,  and 
of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  poor;  the 
individuals  connected  with  which,  the  go- 
vernors, upon  whose  character  no  impeach- 
ment was  ever  made,  (until  this  scandalous 
and  infamous  publication,)  thought  it  expedi- 
ent, for  the  advantage  of  their  charity,  to 
establish  a  School  of  Anatomy,  as  well  as 
that  which  existed  at  St.  Thomas's.  They 
had  a  right  to  do  so  ;  having  done  so,  who 
is  it  that  dares,  unless  l  e  defies  all  decency 
and  common  sense,  to  complain?  Unless 
because  they  thought  in  their  own  hos- 
pital, with  the  consideration  of  illustrious 
surgeous,  it  would  be  well  to  found  this 
school,  who  is  it  dares  to  complain  that 
they  did  not  advertise  in  the  newspapers, 
and  ask  some  information  from  The  Lan- 
cet where  they  were  to  get  assistance  1 
The   Lamberts  and  the  Wakleya  might 
then  have  been  called  forth  from  their  dark 
places,  to  have  been  made  surgeons  to  this 
hospital.    It  is  n:)t  from  the  school  of 
Ciine,  of  Cooper,  of  Green — no,  nor  even 
Mr.  Callaway  himstdf— that  we  ought  to 
elect  surgeons  ;  no,  it  is  from  the  newspa- 
pers, in  the  shape  of  The  Lancet,  that  you 
ou^ht  to  obtain  information  on  such  a  point. 
This  is  the  wound  that  has  sunk  deep  into 
his  breast;   his  dignity   has  been  disre- 
garded ;  the  immense  circulation  of  his  work 
has  been  disregarded,— it  has  been  passed 
unnoticed  by  Guy's  Hospital.    He  has  at- 
tempted to  prove  that  which  he  had  the 
audacity  to  allege,  that  it  wss  merely  through 
the  instrumentality  of  Sir  A.  Cooper,  that 
Mr.  Brunsby  Cooper  was  put  into  that  situ- 
ation, without  regard  to  his  merits.   Has  he 
proved  that!    H«  has  proved  I  ho  very  re- 
verse.   1  return  now  to  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  the  opetation  which  Mr.  Cooper  has 
performed.    He  is  now,  I  believe,  at  the  age 
i  of  34  or  35.    He  has  performed  many  ope- 
rations for  the  stone— many  at  Guy's  Hos- 
pital. His  successful  operations  have  not 
been  reported.    1  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
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with  respect  to  others  of  greater  experience, 
or  who  have  performed  greater  numbers  of 
such  an  operation— I  do  not  mean  to  con- 
tend for  an  instant  that  he  is  greater  than 
them  ;  but  I  speak  of  Mr.  B.  Cooper,  who, 
from  his  experience,  has  performed  many  of 
the  operations  most  difficult  aud  complicated 
— this  operation  of  the  stone  especially. 
Now  I  shall  endeavour  to  state  to  you  this 
case  particularly  ;  but  you  are  not  to  under- 
stand that  I  am  giving  you  a  lecture,  or 
stating  more  of  the  anatomy  of  the  case,  than 
the  course  of  this  proceeding  makes  it  ne- 
cessary 1  should  be  aware  of.  Gentlemen, 
there  was  a  time  when  this  unhappy  opera- 
tion was  attended  with  almost  certain  loss 
of  life.  The  improved  surgery  of  modern 
times  has  much  improved  the  consequences 
of  this  disaster,  so  that  the  number  of  those 
who  die,  in  comparison  with  those  who  are 
saved,  is  very  few  to  what  it  formerly  was. 
1  believe  it  is  generally  considered  now, 
that  the  number  dying  is  about  two  in  15; 
that  is,  one  to  seven  and  a  half.  Formerly, 
they  very  rarely  escaped.  At  one  time,  the 
numbers  were  as  o:ie  to  four  or  live  ;  now  it 
is  one  to  seven  aud  a  half.  This  disorder 
sometimes  attacks  infants,  and  in  that  form 
it  is  most  easily  dealt  with.  Many  persons 
are  of  that  tender  age,  that  the  stone  may 
be  extracted  almost  to  a  certainty  without 
hazard.  With  others  the  danger  increases  ; 
but  I  believe  that  Mr.  Branshy  Cooper  has 
performed  the  operation  on  peihaps  one  of 
the  oldest  men  that  ever  suffered  it— n  per- 
son whose  age  was  8.7.  The  operation  is 
never  performed  on  an  adult,  till  he  himself 
feels  that  the  pain  he  sutlers,  or  the  appre- 
hension of  the  loss  of  life,  is  greater  than  the 
risk  of  the  operation .  Every  man  must  judge 
of  that  by  his  own  feelings.  There  is  some- 
thing in  the  apparatus  more  terrible  than  in 
the  operation  itself,  something  thnt  operate* 
on  the  mind  against  being  the  subject  of  it ; 
and  it  is  nothing  but  the  extreme  pain,  or 
the  apprehension  of  the  loss  of  lite,  or  under 
the  hopes  of  being  relieved  fiom  it,  that 
gives  a  party  courage  to  submit  to  it.  You 
may  suppose,  therefore,  that  no  surgeon  was 
ever  called  upon  to  operate,  uuless  under 
extremity.  Where  the  patient  says,  "  I 
cannot  live,  I  must  die  under  it,  the  ur- 
gency is  so  great,  that  I  call  upon  you  for  in- 
stant relief ;  all  judgment  is  at  an  end  ;  you 
must  perform  the  operation,  or  I  must  die." 
What  course  is  left,  but  to  perform  the 
operation  1  Now,  be  it  understood,  that  the 
particular  practice  cf  different  surgeons,  in 
some  slight  degree,  varim  ;  but  they  are  all 
employed  for  the  same  end.  It  is  not  my 
province,  here,  to  describe  and  remark  upon 
the  merits  of  the  different  schools.  You 
have  heard  that  the  French  hardly  use  any 
of  the  instruments  that  we  do.  We  use  the 
instruments  that  we  think  beat,  and  those 


which  are  calculated  to  give  the  least  pain 
and  uneasiness  to  the  patient.  The  first 
operation,  however,  is  to  ascertaiu  the  exist- 
ence of  the  stone.  This  is  done,  by  intro- 
ducing through  the  urethra  a  sound — a 
small  rod  of  steel — this,  introduced  through 
the  tender  passage,  finds  its  way  into  the 
bladder.  Then,  by  turning  it  about  a  little, 
if  it  encounters  a  hard  substance,  striking  it 
with  the  instrument,  the  operator  hears  the 
sound  of  it,  aud  ascertains  the  existence  of 
stone.  That  being  done,  then  comes  the 
operation.  For  the  purpose  of  the  opera- 
tion, (when  I  state  to  you  the  practice,  you 
will  understand  me  as  stating  it  subject  to 
any  errors  that  may  be  corrected  by  and-by,) 
the  patient  is  tied  down  in  the  simplest 
manner.  An  incision  is  then  made  in  the 
perineum,  between  the  scrotum  and  anus. 
The  tinker  is  introduced  into  the  bladder, 
and  it  very  ofteu  happens  that  when  it  is,  the 
stone  is  thrown  out  in  a  moment  without 
any  other  instrument.  In  children,  the 
parts  you  are  to  operate  upon  do  not  lit*  far 
from  the  surface,  and  are  easily  reached  by 
the  finger.  In  proportion  as  the  person  be- 
comes adult,  the  parts  swell,  and  therefore 
it  is  necessary,  particularly  in  adults,  that 
instruments  should  bo  had  recourse  to.  No 
man  should  ever  attempt  an  operation  of  this 
kind,  without  having  a  number  of  instru- 
ments with  him.  He  would  be  most  pre- 
sumptuous if  he  diJ.  The  eye  of  the  opera- 
tor does  not  enable  him  to  see  in  what  situa- 
tion the  st  ine  is  placed— it  is  all  touch  aud 
feel — consequently,  a  variety  of  instruments 
must  be  necessary  ;  and  every  man,  who  at- 
tends as  a  surgeon,  knows  that  he  is  hound  to 
have  all  the  instruments  that  are  used  in  the 
school  of  surgery  in  which  he  has  been 
taught.  The  first  operation  is,  then,  to  in- 
troduce again  into  the  urethra  this  sound  or 
staff.  Mr.  Key,  a  most  eminent  surgeon  of 
the  hospital,  has  been  himself  the  inventor 
of  the  straight  staff.  He  considers  it  highly 
useful.  Some  use  it,  some  do  not.  This  is 
mere  matter  of  opinion.  What  he  calls  his 
staff  \3  a  straight  stick,  not  curved,  with  a 
point.  The  urethra  is  a  long  canal,  which 
passes  through  what  is  called  the  prostate 
gland,  before  it  enters  the  bladder.  In  the 
prostate  gland,  it  has  a  communication  with 
other  parts  of  animal  lif,',  which  i  need  not 
allude  to.  But  it  is  opened  into  the  blad- 
der. On  passing  the  staff,  you  penetrate 
into  the  opening  into  the  prostate  gland, 
and  it  is  inserted  into  the  bladder.  The 
stuff  has  n  curve  in  it,  which  is  passed  in 
front,  and  between  the  legs  of  the  patient  ; 
and  the  list*  of  the  curve  is,  that  when  the 
operator  introduces  his  knife,  it  touches  the 
point  of  the  curve.  When  the  point  of  the 
knife  is  iu  the  staff,  lie  then  knows  he  is  in 
the  true  direction  of  the  urethra—  that  he 
there  cau  get  the  prostate  glmd,  and  by 
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bringing  the  staff  forward,  and  altering  its 
poaition  a  little,  he  geta  into  the  bladder. 
Sir  Jamee  Scarlett  then  went  on  to  explain 
the  mode  of  operating,  at  aome  length.  If 
the  forceps  caunot  find  the  atone,  then  the 
sound  is  introduced  through  the  opening, 
and  it  is  a  common  practice,  if  the  stone 
caunot  be  felt,  to  try  sounds  of  different 
forms.  The  atone  may  be  enfolded  in  the 
bladder,  or  so  suspended,  that  it  might  he 
extremely  difficult  to  get  at  it.  Then  the 
operator  has  recourse  to  his  scoop,  which  is 
an  instrument  like  a  tea-spoon  in  its  sjiape. 
With  this  an  exertion  is  made  to  touch  the 
atone,  and  thereby  cause  it  to  fall,  so  that  it 
may  be  got  at  by  the  forceps.  Now,  it 
sometimes  happens,  that  there  are  cases  in 
which  the  most  skilful  operator  ia  baffled  in 
his  exertions  to  reach  the  atone,  or  to  fiud 
out  the  position  of  it,  and  where  the  cause 
why  its  situation  could  not  be  ascertained, 
has  been  ouly  discovered  upon  a  post-mortem 
examination.  A  surgeon  may  be  convinced 
that  the  stone  may  be  lodged  somewhere, 
but  still  in  a  position  where  he  cannot 
reach  it  by  ordinary  means.  In  that  case 
other  meaus  must  be  resorted  to,  and  a 
second  incision  may  become  necessary. 
Thia  is  the  usual  course  of  the  operation  ; 
but  I  will  come  now  to  the  operation  in 
question,  which  was  performed  by  Mr. 
bransby  Cooper.  The  man  had  been  sent 
up  from  a  parish  in  Sussex.  Now  there 
were  eminent  surgeons  at  Brighton,  aud  it 
was,  therefore,  only  fair  to  assume  that  the 
case  was  one  of  great  difficulty,  or  the  parish 
would  not  have  gone  to  the  expense  of  send* 
ing  him  to  London  to  be  operated  upon. 
However,  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital,  and 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  Baw  him.  Although 
he  was  a  stout  raau,  with  a  hectic  com- 
plexion, Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  ascertained 
that  his  kidneys  were  iu  a  disordered  state, 
ami  that  it  was  necessary  to  postpone  the 
operation  until  this  disorder  was  abated. 
It  was  accordingly  postponed  until  the 
agony  he  suffered  rendered  the  operation  no 
longer  proper  to  he  delayed — until,  in  short, 
it  must  be  performed,  or  the  patient 
must  die.  Mr.  Cooper  made  an  incision, 
and  there  was  an  immediate  flow  of  urine — 
not  a  gush — for,  under  such  circumstances, 
no  gush  could  ever  take  place,  owing  to  the 
collapsing  of  the  parts.  He  then  inserted 
his  fiuger,  but  could  only  reach  the  prostate 
gland  ;  and  the  wound  was  in  the  right  di- 
rection ;  he  put  the  forceps  in  to  Bee  if  he 
had  reached  the  bladder.  This  was  most 
easily  to  be  ascertained  by  the  forceps,  for 
the  forceps,  being  shaped  like  a  pair  of 
scissars,  could  be  easily  expanded  within 
the  bladder;  and,  if  the  stone  was  in  the 
ordinary  situation,  would  easily  lay  hold  of 
it;  but  the  forceps  could  not  be  expanded 
in  a  solid  substance,  like  the  prostate  gland. 


Mr.  Cooper,  however,  could  not  find  the 
stone  ;  he  hsd  no  idea,  even,  where  it  was. 
The  first  idea  was,  that  the  previous  indi- 
cations were  fallacious,  and  that  there  was 
no  stone  at  all ;  and  Mr.  Cooper  felt  very 
anxious,  as  any  person  might  naturally  be, 
under  such  circumstances.  He  then  had 
the  option  to  carry  his  instruments  all  round 
the  bladder,  to  feel  for  the  stone,  which 
would  have  required  force,  or  to  make  a 
second  incision  ;  he  chose  the  latter,  and, 
calling  for  Sir  Aatley  Cooper's  knife,  be  en- 
larged the  wound,  and  then  again  tried  the 
forceps,  but  without  success.  He  then 
thought  he  would  ascertain,  with  the  sound, 
if,  indeed,  there  was  a  stone ;  and  then, 
upon  withdrawing  the  sound,  the  curved 
point  of  that  instrument  struck  the  stone. 
This  proved  that  the  stone  lay,  as  it  were, 
upon  the  upper  part  of  the  pubes,  aud  ac- 
cordingly it  became  necessary  to  resort  to 
j  the  bent  forceps,  which,  by  means  of  its 
■  curvature,  might  touch  the  stone,  and  bring 
;  it  down.  The  bent  foiceps,  however,  could 
i  not  touch  the  stone,  and  what  then  was  to 
j  be  done  ?  The  only  mode  was  to  make  a 
t  wound  in  the  prostate  gland,  large  enough 
for  the  forceps  to  be  introduced  through  it. 
Mr.  Cooper  then  used  the  gorget,  but  not 
the  blunt  gorget  It  was  false  to  say  that  he 
had  used  the  blunt  gorget.  He  used  the 
cutting  gorget,  which  is  like  a  prolonged 
scoop,  and  which  has  two  advantages  ; 
fust,  that  of  making  the  wound  sufficiently 
large  ;  and,  secondly,  the  advantage  of  not 
being  able  to  make  it  too  large  ;  for  it 
•  cannot  make  a  wound  beyoud  a  specific 
size.  According  to  all  the  rules  of  science, 
the  cutting  gorget  will  make  a  wound 
large  enough  to  admit  the  straight  for- 
ceps, which,  while  the  abdomen  is  presaed 
down,  will  catch  the  stoue.  This  was  the 
course  adopted,  and  it  succeeded.  It  is  per- 
fectly true  that  Mr.  Cooper  did  say  that  he 
could  not  imagine  what  was  the  difficulty  of 
the  case  ;  but,  when  he  had  discovered  the 
difficulty,  he  had  used  the  most  skilful  and 
the  roost  prompt  means  of  overcoming  it. 
The  stone  was  flat,  aud  lay,  as  it  were,  upon 
the  shelf  of  the  pubes.  There  was  no  pro- 
truding end  for  the  forceps  to  lay  hold  of; 
therefore,  the  form  of  the  stone,  and  its  po- 
sition, fully  accounted  for  its  not  being 
caught  by  the  forceps.  What  passed  subse- 
quently? That  which  always  takes  place 
after  such  an  operation,  and  which  is  due  to 
science  to  be  carried  into  effect — a  post- 
mortem examination,  and  j  reservation  of  the 
parts.  In  the  course  of  the  operation  Mr. 
Callaway  had  himself  (and  Mr.  Callaway 
was  admitted  to  be  a  man  of  skill)  thrust  his 
finger  into  the  wound,  to  see  if  he  could 
reach  the  bladder,  but  he  could  not  do  so. 
it  was  an  utter  falsehood  to  say  that  any 
force  was  used.   He  would  call  Mr.  Calla- 
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way,  who  would  tell  them  that  it  was  a  most 
gross  and  calumnious  exaggeration  to  say 
that  any  force  was  used.  On  opening  the 
hody,  a  gentleman,  who  went  to  witness  it 
for  curiosity,  put  his  finger  into  the  wound, 
and  could  not  reach  the  bladder,  owing  to 
the  depth  of  the  perineum.  Dr.  Hodgkin 
had  not  said  that  the  perineum  was  not 
deep,  but  he  had  said  that  it  was  not  deep 
in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  man,  The 
wound  in  the  bladder  precisely  corresponded 
with  the  external  wound,  except  so  far  as  a 
small  slip,  of  no  importance,  in  the  pros- 
tate gland,  had  not  li it  the  very  spot  of  the 
original  wound.  There  was  a  cellular  mem- 
brane between  the  bladder  and  the  rectum, 
which  was  very  easily  broken  ;  but  no 
breach  had  taken  place,  and  it  was  per- 
fectly sound.  The  kidneys  were  diseased, 
and  that  alone  might  have  contributed  to 
the  man's  death,  without  the  operation  hav- 
ing been  performed  at  all.  Dr.  Jlodgkin 
made  an  observation,  that  this  membrane 
was  easily  lacerable,  and  yet  it  was  per- 
fectly sound.  As  soon  as  Dr.  Hodgkin 
turned  his  back,  Lambert  took  up  the  part, 
and  exclaimed,  "  there  is  an  opening  be- 
tween the  bladder  and  the  rectum  ;"  upon 
which  Dr.  Hotlgkin,  who  is  a  Quaker,  im- 
mediately replied,  "  if  there  be  an  opening, 
friend,  it  is  thyself  has  made  it;  "  and  he 
had  made  it.  Mr.  Key  would  prove,  and 
so  would  Or.  Hodgkin,  that  there  was  no 
opening  when  they  had  examined  the  parts 
immediately  before.  He  should  prove  to 
them  the  ignorance  of  Lambert ;  for,  if 
he  had  sense,  he  would  know  that,  if  the 
opening  was  made  by  the  forceps,  it  would 
have  been  traceable  by  the  extravasated 
blood;  but  thia  was  not  the  case,  there 
was  no  extravasated  blood.  I  now  come  to 
Mr. Lambert,  the  contributor  to  Tub  Lan- 
cet, at  eight  guineas  per  month.  Mr. 
Lambert  swears  that  he  knows  more  of  his 
profession  than  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper.  He 
makes  a  communication  to  The  Lancet; 
Mr.  Wakley  is  a  wit,  and  Mr.  Lambert  par- 
takes a  little  of  that  entertaining  accom- 
plishment. "  My  uncle's  knife"  was  a  por- 
tion of  Mr.  Lamhert's,  and  he  had  thrown 
the  whole  occurrence  into  a  dramatic  shape, 
This  it  was:  "  My  uncle's  knife,  and  a  half 
dozen  other  instruments. — Post-mortem  ex- 
amination.— On  Tuesday  last  an  operation 
took  place  by  Mr.  B.  Cooper,  aud  there 
Were  used  Mr.  Key's  knife,  the  cutting 
gorget,  my  uncle's  knife,  the  blunt  gorget, 
fvc. ;  and  on  Wednesday  evening,  as  might 
be  expected,  the-  man  died."  Now,  Gentle- 
men, what  think  you  of  the  taste  of  a  man 
who  had  witnessed  such  an  operation,  and 
who  had  thus  described  it,  and  then  thrown 
a  description  of  it  into  a  dramatic  form  ?  1 
know  not,  if  the  choice  were  given  to  me, 
whether  I  should  choose  to  be  the  inventor 
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of  such  a  calumny,  gross  and  false  as  it  is, 
or  the  reporter  of  it,  if  true,  and  yet  capable 
of  throwing  it  into  such  a  shape  as  this. 
After  reading  the  libel,  and  commenting  ou 
several  passages,  the  Learned  Gentleman 
said  that  he  would  not  allow  this  case  to  go 
abroad,  even  with  the  verdict  for  the  plains 
tiff,  if  it  could  at  the  same  time  be  said  that 
that  verdict  was  obtained  merely  by  some 
defect  in  the  defendant's  evidence.  He 
would  not  consent  to  take  a  verdict  on  such 
terms.  For  the  sake  of  the  character  of  his 
client,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  produce  as 
wituesses,  in  support  of  that  character,  somo 
of  the  highest  and  most  eminent  men  in  tho 
profession,  and  among  others  Dr.  Rogct,  the 
relative  of  his  ever-to-be  lamented  friend. 
Sir  Samuel  Uomilly.  After  citing  several 
cases,  in  which,  for  a  less  aggravated  libel, 
,  the  most  exemplary  damages  had  been, 
given,  Sir  James  Scarlett  called  upon  the 
Jury  to  mark  their  sense  of  the  serious  in- 
jury aimed  at  his  client  by  the  libel  which 
the  defendant  had  thus  published.  He 
conjured  them  not  to  give  an  opportunity  of 
triumph  to  the  defendant,  or  to  hold  the 
plaintiff  up  to  the  scorn  and  contempt  of  the 
public,  by  giving  what  they  might  conceive 
to  be  a  temperate  verdict,  but  which  ma- 
levolence and  baseness  would  convert  into  a 
source  of  triumph. 

The  following  witnesses  were  then 
called  : — 

Thomas  Callaway  examined  by  Mr.  Pol- 
lock—  I  am  a  surgeon  at  Guy's  Hospital.  I 
was  one  of  the  pupils  there,  and  saw  nearly 
all  the  operations  which  took  place  there. 
1  have  seen  Sir  Astley  and  Mr.  Cooper  ope- 
rate for  the  stone,  and  have  operated  myself 
six  times.  Mr.  B.  Cooper  operated  several 
times  in  my  presence.  I  saw  the  operation 
in  question  in  my  character  of  assistant-sur- 
geon. The  operation  lasted  for  about  fifty 
minutes.  I  held  the  staff.  I  could  not  see 
the  first  incision,  from  the  position  in  which 
I  was.  I  distinctly  felt  Mr.  Cooper  cut  into 
the  groove  of  the  staff  which  1  had  in  my 
hand  ;  I,  therefore,  entertain  no  doubt  that 
the  knife  cut  into  the  bladder.  When  the 
assistaut  feels  the  knife  in  the  groove,  he 
delivers  the  staff  to  the  operator.  1  was 
present  at  the  poti-mortem  examination,  and 
could  find  no  reason  for  thinking  that  the 
first  incision  did  not  go  into  the  bladder. 
N  o  one  can  form  au  adequate  opinion  of  the 
difficulty  of  an  operation  but  the  operator 
himself.  I  think  that  I  had  the  best  means 
of  ascertaining  the  difficulties,  next  to  the 
operator.  There  was  in  this  case  great 
difficulty  in  feeling  the  situation  of  the 
stoue.  I  cannot  form  an  opinion  as  to  whe- 
ther the  forceps  reached  the  bladder  the 
first  time,  but  I  think  that  no  man  would 
have  introduced  the  forceps  unless  his  finger 
convinced  him  the  bladder  was  penetrated. 
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In  this  case  the  stone  was  in  the  anterior  of 
the  bladder,  behind  the  pubes,  and  high  up. 
That  situation  satisfactorily  accounts  lor  the 
forceps,  whether  straight  or  crooked,  not 
finding  it.  We  generally  expect  the  stone 
to  be  in  the  anterior  part  of  the  bladder,  in 
the  hollow  of  the  pubes  ;  in  the  majority  of 
cases  it  is  found  there.  The  shape  of  this 
stone  was  oval  and  flat.  That  shape  ac- 
counts to  me  why  it  eluded  the  forceps. 
Finding  that  the  forceps  did  not  reach  the 
stone,  Mr.  Cooper  tried  different  forceps, 
and  other  instruments.  I  sounded  the  pa- 
tient on  the  table  before  he  was  cut.  I  did 
not  feel  the  stone  until  1  was  withdrawing 
by  the  sound.  Although  thus  perceptible  by 
the  sound,  it  might  still  elude  the  forceps. 
The  patient  was  a  stout  man.  During  the 
operation  1  tried,  but  could  not  reach  the 
bladder  with  my  finger.  I  might  have 
reached  the  prostate  gland.  I  think  that 
in  this  state  of  things  it  was  necessary  to 
enlarge  the  wound,  and  to  do  this,  Sir 
A  stley's  knife  was  used.  It  required  time 
to  make  this  second  incision  with  caution 
and  care.  A  cutting  gorget  was  afterwards 
used  for  the  same  purpose.  1  do  not  recol- 
lect whether  a  blunt  gorget  was  introduced, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  it  was.  The  cutting 
gorget  acts  as  a  guide  for  the  forceps,  and 


makes  the  hole  large  enouj 


If  the  wound 


were  sufficiently  large  before,  it  would  not 
do  any  harm,  because  it  is  introduced  on 
the  finger  like  the  knife ;  the  stone  was 
ultimately  extracted. 

Now,  did  Mr.  Cooper  use  the  proper 
means  to  extract  the  stone,  being  in  the 
place  it  was? — Certainly  he  did. 

Was  any  gTeat  and  unnecessary  violence 
used  by  him  1 — I  think  none  ;  nor  were 
there  more  instruments  used  than  were  re- 
quired. I  think  that  the  operation,  under 
the  circumstances  of  peculiar  difficulty,  was 
performed  with  as  much  care  as  th«  case 
could  have  required.  The  delay  which  oc- 
curred in  the  operation  was  owing  entirely 
to  the  situation  of  the  stone,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty of  detecting  it,  and  not  to  the  want 
of  skill  or  care  in  Mr.  B.  Cooper. 

Is  Mr.  B.  Cooper  a  skilful  surgeon  gene- 
rally?— Certainly.  1  know  that  he  was 
with  the  army  in  the  Peninsula,  and  also  in 
America,  as  an  army  surgeon.  I  know  he 
was  at  Norwich  Hospital,  which  is  cele- 
brated more  than  any  other  county  for  lith- 
otomy. He  was  also  at  Edinburgh  studying 
medicine.  1  think  he  is  skilful  in  his  pro- 
fession, and  fit  to  be  a  surgeon  in  Guy's 
Hospital;  I  have  known  him  for  about  20 
years.  I  was  at  the  post-mortem  examination, 
and  saw  the  bladder  and  the  rectum.  From 
my  examination  of  them,  there  was  nothing 
to  induce  me  to  believe  that  the  forceps  had 
passed  between  the  bladder  and  rectum 
with  violence.   If  it  had,  1  must  have  per- 


ceived it.  There  would  have  been  an  ex- 
travasation of  blood.  The  deceased  was  an 
unhealthy  man.  I  have  seen  other  opera- 
tions for  lithotom}'.  The  length  of  time  is 
no  criterion  of  the  skill  of  the  operator.  I 
have  seen  Mr.  B.  Cooper  perform  the  ope- 
ration since,  successfully,  iu  about  a  minute. 
1  read  the  Lancet,  but  I  have  not  seen  the 
successful  operation  reported.  I  have  seen 
Mr.  Cooper  tie  the  subclavian  artery,  which 
is  an  operation  requiring  the  most  perfect 
anatomical  knowledge,  and  could  scarcely 
he  done  by  accident.  Tying  the  subclavian 
attery,  in  ray  opinion,  requires  greater  skiil 
than  lithotomy.  A  by-stander  cannot  so 
well  appreciate  the  difficulties  of  an  opera- 
tion as  the  operator  himself.  1  should  not 
venture  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  diffi- 
culties of  an  operation  without  first  commu- 
nicating with  the  operator. 

The  preparations  were  once  more  brought 
into  Court,  and  Mr.  Wakley  requested  that 
they  might  be  taken  out  of  the  glass,  as 
otherwise  no  accurate  information  could  be 
derived  from  them.  The  bladder,  in  a  state 
of  preservation,  was  accordingly  taken  from 
the  glass,  and  Mr.  Wakley  proceeded  to 
cross-examine  the  witness. 

There  might  have  been  thirty  persons 
present  at  the  post-mortetA  examination.  I 
cannot  say  that  the  stone  was  attached  to 
the  bladder,  but  there  was  a  spot,  which 
induced  me  to  think  that  that  was  the  pre- 
cise situation  in  which  the  stone  was  placed. 
The  operator  did  say,  during  the  operation, 
that  he  could  not  explain  the  cause  of  the 
difficulty  :  I  think  he  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  situation  of  the  stone  ;  there  is  loose  cel- 
lular membrane  between  the  pubes  and  the 
bladder,  and  attaches  the  latter  to  the  for- 
!  mer ;  when  the  bladder  is  empty  it  is  con- 
|  tracted,  and  then  it  might  embrace  the  stone. 
!  My  finger  could  not  reach  the  bladder  ;  a 
.  flat  stone  is  more  difficult  to  lay  hold  of  than 
,  a  round  stone,  and  a  small  stone  is  more  dif- 
j  ficult  to  lay  hold  of  than  a  laige  one.  The 
j  enlargement  of  the  opening  required  time, 
j  to  do  it  with  care.    It  might  take  ten  se- 
.  couds.    The  cutting  gorget  was  used  only 
once.    I  did  not  ask  the  operator  to  ex- 
plain the  difficulty  while  the  patient  whs 
under  the  operation.  -  He  did,  he  believes, 
explain  it  after  it.  was  over,  but  the  patient 
was  unbinding  while  he  was  so  explaining. 
He  was  unbound  in  the  course  of  half  a 
minute. 

Afr.  C.  A.  Key  examined. — I  am  the  se- 
nior surgeon  to  Guy's  Hospital.  ]  have  been 
a  surgeon  since  11}  12.  1  hare  performed  50 
or  60  operations  of  lithotomy  myself.  I 
have  seen  Mr.  Cooper  operate  several  times. 
In  the  operations  Mr.  Cooper  has  perform- 
ed, he  has  not  lost  more  than  the  average 
number  of  patients ;  from  the  description  of 
the  operation,  as  given  by  Mr.  Callaway,  I 
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flunk  it  likely  that  I  sbonld  bare  adopted 
the  same  process  as  was  adopted  by  Mr. 
Bran  shy  Cooper.  The  length  of  timo  occu- 
pied in  the  operation,  was  no  criterion  of 
the  skill  of  the  operator.  Have  kuown  cases 
where,  although  the  stone  could  be  touched, 
there  was  yet  great  difficulty  iu  extract!  o 


several  times.  Some  operations  of  the  de- 
scription now  under  consideration,  have 
lasted  as  long.  The  most  tedious  one  I  ever 
saw,  was  by  Mr.  Cline,  senior ;  it  lasted 
an  hour  and  forty  minutes.  The  stone  was 
ultimately  extracted.  1  have  seen  the 
operation  last  an  hour,  but  not  often  ;  one 
it,  in  consequence  of  the  bladder  grasping  by  Sir  Astley  lasted  an  hour  ;  it  was  at  the 


the  stone.    I  think,  from  the  evidence  ad 
duced,  that  the  operation  was  scientifically 
performed.    If  any  violence  had  been  used, 
I  think  its  effects  could  be  discovered  after 
death.    The  passage  in  the  cellular  mem- 
brane would  have  been  found  lacerated,  and 
in  a  state  of  slough,  with  exiravasated  blood. 
I  was  present  at  the  post  mortem  examina- 
tion, and  the  cellular  membrane  was  per- 
fectly sound,  and  not  lacerated.    If  the  for- 
ceps had  beeu  introduced  with  great  force 
into  the  prostate  gland,  it  would  hare  s'mwn 
the  effect  of  that  force  ;  but  no  such  effects 
were  visible  after  death.    The  wound  pre- 
sented the  appearance  of  a  lair  section  into 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  through  the  pros- 
tate gland.    The  cutting  gorget  was,  1 
think,  an  instrument  applicable  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  ;  but  I  think  a  knife 
would  have  answered  the  purpose  equally 
well.  It  is  only  in  very  few  cases,  according 
to  my  experience,  that  the  bladder  can  be 
reached  by  the  finger ;  but  it  is  desirable  to 
do  so,  if  possible.    1  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Lambert  in  the  square  of  the 
hospital.  Mr.  Lambert  said,  *•  Your  straight 
staff  will  never  succeed  in  a  deep  perineum." 
I  replied,  "  Sir,  you  know  nothing  about  it, 
having  never  performed  the  operation  your- 
self."   Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  in  his  opera- 
tions, has  seldom  exceeded  the  average 
time.    I  have  tied  the  subclavian  orterv 
twice.    It  is,  when  tied  in  cases  of  aneu- 
rism, one  of  the  most  difficult  operations  iu 
Surgery  ;  but,  when  there  is  no  disease,  the 
operation  is  easy  enough.    It  requires  great 
skill,  great  presence  of  mind,  and  great 
knowledge  of  anatomy,  to  perform  such  an 
operation.    I  assisted  Mr.  Brunsby  Cooper 
in  performing  this  operation,  and  I  never 
saw  one  better  performed  in  my  life.  Tt 
was  for  aneurism.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper  lose  his  presence  of  mind  upon  any 
occasion.    I  consider  him  to  be  a  good  an<l 
skilful  surgeon. 

By  iir.Wakley. — Inse  as  many  instruments 
in  lithotomy  operations  as  1  thid  neces- 
sary for  extracting  the  stone  ;  sometimes 
three,  sometimes  more.  If  the  bladder 
contracts,  it  may  hold  the  stone  in  contact 
with  it. 

JMV.  Joseph  Laundif  examined  by  Sir  J. 
Scarlett. — 1  have  witnessed  almost  all  the 
operations  at  St.  Thomas  and  Guy's  Hos- 
pitals for  the  last  thirty  years,  and  have  seen 
Sir  Astley  Cooper  and  Mr.  Cline  perforin 


Hospital. 

Dr.  Hoilgkin,  a  quaker,  examined  by 
Sir  J.  Scarlett — I  am  a  lecturer  ou  morbid 
anatomy  at  Guy's  Hospital.  I  should  think 
that  the  perineum  of  the  deceased,  from 
his  size,  must  have  been  deep.  From  the 
appearance  of  the  parts,  I  was  aware  of  no 
other  wound,  except  one  from  the  external 
surface  into  the  bladder.  There  was  none 
between  the  bladder  and  the  rectum.  After 
I  removed  the  parts  they  were  put  away, 
and  J.  Lambert  asked  to  see  them.  I,  or 
one  of  my  assistants,  took  them  down  for 
him.  I  went  away.  Afterwards  J.  Lam- 
bert showed  me  a  passage  between  the  blad- 
der and  the  rectum,  and,  as  I  had  not  seen 
the  passage  before,  I  taxed  him  with  making 
it.  He  had  his  finger  in  the  passage  when 
he  showed  it  to  me.  If  that  had  been  made 
recently  before  death,  there  would  be  an  ex- 
travasa.ion  of  blood.  It  is  my  firm  con- 
viction that  it  was  made  after  death. 

Mr.  Brodie  examined  by  Mr.  Pollock. — 
I  heard  Mr.  Callaway's  account  of  the  ope- 
ration, and  I  think  that  it  must  have  been 
difficult.  I  think  that  Mr.  Cooper  per- 
formed it  skilfully. 

Mr.  Trover*. — I  have  been  in  practice 
twenty  years,  and  I  have  been  in  the  pro- 
fession since  1800.  I  have  heard  the  evi- 
dence of  Mr.  Callaway  as  to  the  operation, 
and  I  have  heard  of  no  circumstance  which 
could  impeach  the  skill  of  the  operator.  I 
think  the  operator  is  the  best  judge  as  to  the 
instrument  which  ought  to  be  used.  The 
length  of  time  is  no  criterion  of  the  skill  of 
the  operator.  I  am  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Cooper,  and  think  that  he  is  au  ingenious 
and  intelligent  surgeon,  and  fit  for  the  situa- 
tion he  buhls  as  surgeon  of  Guy's  Hospital. 
There  are  often  cases  of  lithotomy,  which,, 
for  a  long  time,  baffle  the  skill  of  the  best 
operator,  aud  I  conceive  the  case,  in  ques- 
tion, to  be  one  of  that  description. 

Mr.  Green  was  next  examined. — I  am  the 
nephew  of  the  late  Mr.  Cline,  and  have  been 
for  eight  years  surgeon  to  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital.  I  have  often  performed  the  ope- 
ration of  lithotomy,  and  am  reputed  to  btt 
very  successful.  I  witnessed  one  capital 
operation  by  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  that  of 
tying  the  external  iliac  artery,  which,  for 
skill,  is  somewhat  like  putting  a  ligature  on 
the  subclavian  artery. 

Dr.  JJabinglon  was  next  called*  and  ex. 
2  B 
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amined  by  Mn  Pollock. — I  know  the  plain- 
tiff well ;  and  the  best  proof  of  my  con- 
viction of  his  skill  is,  that  I  have  placed  my 
youngest  son  under  him  as  an  apprentice. 

Dr.  Rnget  examined. — I  have  had  many 
opportunities  of  witnessnig  Mr.  Cooper's 
practice,  and  1  think  that  he  id  a  skilful  and 
judicious  surgeon. 

Mr.  Morgan  was  next  examined,  and  gave 
similar  testimony  as  to  Mr.  Cooper's  abi-  j 
lities. 

Mr.  Hilton  examined— I  was  a  pupil  at 
St.  Thomas's,  and  I  am  now  assi&taut- 
demonstrator.  1  was  at  the  poit -mortem 
examination,  and  could  not  reach  the  blad- 
der with  my  finger. 

Sir  A.  Cooper. — I  was  subpoenaed  by  the 
defendant,  and  I  heard  the  account  given 
by  Mr.  Harrison  of  the  education  of  Mr. 
Bransby  Cooper.  That  accouut  was  per- 
fectly correct.  Mr.  Bransbv  Cooper  had 
been  in  my  house,  and  had  continued  oppor- 
tunities of  witnessing  my  practioe.  He 
had  opportunities  of  experience  at  Sala- 
manca, Tboulouse,  and  Vittoria,  and  after- 
wards in  Canada.  No  man  can  be  u  judge 
of  the  operation  unless  he  had  pet  formed  it, 
and  no  man  could  judge  of  the  individual 
case  unless  he  was  the  performer.  I  have 
been  25  years  in  practice,  and  I  have  in  one 
year  performed  the  operation  of  lithotomy 
18  times. 

.  Mr.  Wukley.—- What  was  the  particular 
difficulty  in  this  case  1 


Sir  4-  Cooper.— Tliere  waa  so  little  water 
in  the  bladder,  that  this  man  must  have 
made  water  immediately  before  the  opera- 
tion. If  the  bladder  were  full  of  water,  the 
atone  would  have  been  easily  struck. 

Mr.ffakley. — How  long  may  the  contrac- 
tion of  the  bladder  continue  ? 

Sir  A.  Cooper. — It  might  last  an  hour.  I 
will  give  you  an  example.  I  went  into  the 
theatre  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  when  an 
operation  of  lithotomy  was  being  performed 
by  a  gentleman  who  is  now  in  Court.  It 
was  one  of  great  difficulty.  The  stone  was 
enveloped  in  the  folds  of  the  bladder,  so 
that  the  point  of  it  only  could  be  felt.  After 
nearly  the  lapse  of  au  hour,  he  passed  the 
instrument  between  the  stone  and  the  blad- 
der ;  but  the  contraction  still  continued. 

Mr.  UoirympUt  the  surgeon  of  the  Nor- 
wich Hospital,  deposed  to  the  celebrity  of 
that  hospital  for  its  operations  in  lithotomy  ; 
and  he  had  himself  performed  the  operation 
not  less  than  seventy -six  times.  Had  heard 
Mr.  Callaway's  description  of  the  operation, 
and  saw  from  that  description  no  indication 
of  want  of  skill  on  the  part  of  the  operator. 
Has  often  had  similar  difficulties,  and  has 
always  a  greater  number  of  instruments 


than  those  tliatwere  mentioned  as  employed 
by  Mr.  Cooper. 
This  was  the  plaintiffs  case. 

Mr.Wakly  replied. — He  said  it  was  most  re- 
markable that,  out  of  ZOO  persons  who  were 
present  at  the  operation,  the  plaintiff  had 
thought  proper  to  call  only  one,  a  solitary 
one,  to  give  evidence  of  his  skill,  while  a 
host  of  persons,  who  knew  nothing  at  all 
of  the  operatiou,  were  called  to  support  the 
plaintiff's  churacter.  Amongst  them  were 
Sir  A.  Cooper,  Mr.  Green,  and  l)r,  Babing- 
ton.  He  wondered,  for  his  part,  that  there 
were  not  added  to  the  list,  the  Emperor  of 
China  and  the  great  Mogul.  By  such  a 
course,  it  was  attempted  to  practise  the 
greatest  imposition  on  the  jury  and  the 
public.  But  would  the  jury  be  so  blinded 
and  so  duped  as  to  allow  themselves  to  be 
persuaded  that  the  opinions  of  these  men 
were  to  prove  the  report  in  The  Lancet 
inaccurate'!  Sir  James  Scarlett,  in  his  ad- 
dress that  morning,  had  thought  proper  to 
dwell  at  great  length  on  the  person  whom 
he  chose  to  call  "  the  hireling  Lambert." 
Uut  Sir  James  should  remember  that  in  this 
case  he  himself  was  a  hireling,  had  re- 
ceived his  fee,  and  was  working  for  the  sake 
of  lucre.  Objection,  too,  had  been  taken, 
to  the  term  "  bats  j"  but  if  they  were  to 
have  their  whigs  in  politics,  he  did  not  see 
why  they  should  not  have  their  bats  in  hos- 
pitals ;  aud  he  was  very  sure  that  their  hos- 
pital surgeons  were  much  more  like  bats 
than  Sir  James  Scarlett  was  like  sour  milk, 
which  was  the  meaning  of  a  whig.  (Loud 
laughter.)  John  Hunter  had  said  that  bad 
carpenters  made  work  for  one  another  ;  and 
so  did  surgeons  ;  and  that,  were  it  not  for  had 
surgeons,  good  ones  would  starve.  (Laugh- 
ter.) Bearing  this  on  mind,  the  governors 
of  Guy's  Hospital,  in  appointing  Mr.  B. 
Cooper  surgeon,  had,  in  the  same  day,  ap- 
pointed a  consulting  surgeon  and  an  assist- 
ant surgeon  to  do  the  work  the  new  surgeon 
would  make.  He  cautioned  the  jury  against 
putting  any  faith  in  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hospital  surgeons  produced  by  the 
plaintiff.  They  too  well  know  what  pa- 
tients suffered  in  the  public  hospitals  to  have 
any  feeling  for  them.  Why  hud  the  patient 
been  kept  bound  when  he  asked  to  be  re- 
leased ?  Was  he  not  the  best  judge  of  what 
he  was  enduring  1  Was  he  not  a  free  agent  1 
Did  he  not  know  both  what  were  the  suffer- 
ings arising  from  the  stone  and  the  suf- 
ferings arising  from  the  operation?  and 
did  he  not  choose  the  lesser  evil !  What 
he  entreated  the  jury  to  do  was,  to  ask 
themselves  whether  they  would  be  wil- 
ling to  employ  Mr.  Cooper,  were  it  ne- 
cessary for  them  to  undergo  such  an  ope- 
ration 1 — and,  if  they  would  not,  lie  would 
then  ask  them  what  right  they  had  to  send 
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liira  back  to  Guy's  Hospital,  to  torture  bis 
unfortunate  fellow-creatures'?  Again  and 
again  he  would  say  to  tbe  jury,  let  tbem  re- 
member that  only  one  of  all  the  witnesses  of 
the  operation  bad  been  called  by  the  plain- 
tiff, and  that  one  a  dependent  upon  the  bos 


were  liable  to  failure.  It  also  appeared  that 
the  length  of  time  occupied,  and  the  number 
of  instruments  used,  were  no  criterion  of  the 
want  of  skill  of  the  operator.  All  these  cir- 
cumstances the  jury  were  to  take  into  their 
consideration.    If  they  thought  that  tbe  de- 


pital.    For  bis  own  part,  he  had  not  words  |  fondant  hud  proved  the  unskilfulness,  or 

unsurgeon-like  conduct,  of  the  operator, 
they  were  bound  to  give  him  their  verdict, 
whatever  their  opinion  might  be  as  to  tbe 
form  of  the  report,  or  the  motives  Mr.  Lam- 
bert might  have  had  in  writing  it.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  were  of  opinion  that 
that  had  not  been  made  out,  they  must  re- 
turn their  verdict  lor  the  plaintiff ;  and,  in 
that  case,  they  would  have  to  consider  what 
damages  the  case  required.  The  report  cer- 
tainly placed  an  imputation  on  the  profes- 
sional character  of  the  plaintiff;  and,  as  the 
work  was  in  large  circulation,  if  the  jury 
believed  that  the  defendant  was  in  fault, 
they  were  bound  to  give  the  plaintiff  sncli 
compensation  as  should  meet  all  those  cir- 
cumstances ;  but  he  (the  judge)  could  by  no 
means  go  the  lengths  of  the  learned  counsel, 
in  saying  that  the  jury  ought,  by  their  da- 
mages, to  mark  their  indignation  of  what 
bad  taken  place.  Their  verdict  should  mark 
cool  and  deliberate  consideration,  and  regard 


to  express  the  disgust  with  which  he  had 
listened  to  the  evidence  given  by  the  gang 
of  hospital  surgeons  produced  by  Mr.  Cooper. 
(A  laugh.)  They  stuck  to  him,  and  for  a 
good  reason,  be:ause  they  kuew  that  his 
case  now,  might  some  day  bo  theirs.  They 
bad  come  there  to  bear  down  the  weight  of 
honest  testimony  by  their  nomes,  not  by 
their  talents  ;  for  it  did  not  always  happen 
that  great  names  and  great  talents  went 
hand  in  hand.  If  the  jury,  after  listening 
to  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  would  decide 
that  they  were  willing  to  submit  to  Mr. 
Cooper's  operations,  as  a  surgeon,- — and, 
without  that  decision,  they  would  not  give 
tbe  plaintiff  their  verdict—he  (Mr.Wakley) 
was  willing  to  give  np  Thr  Lancet,  and  go 
any  where,  even  to  a  dungeon.  But  he 
trusted  that  such  would  not  be  his  fate.  He 
trusted  that  the  jury  would  overturn  this 
gang  of  hospital  surgeons,  who  wanted  to 
support  one  another's  bad  practices !  He 
trusted  that  they  would,  in  future,  prevent  j  for  justice 
the  poor  from  being  backed  and  hewed  in 
our  hospitals.  In  the  course  of  his  address 
to  the  jury,  the  defendant  was  so  over- 
powered by  the  heat,  pressure,  and  fa- 
ttigue,  that  he  obtained  leave  from  the  court 
to  withdraw  for  a  few  minutes. 

Lord  Tentnden  then  proceeded  to  sum  up 
tbe  case,  and  recapitulated  the  evidence  to 
the  jury.  With  respect  to  the  desire  of 
the  man  to  be  released,  be  believed  that  it 
was  pretty  generally  understood  by  sur- 
geons that, unless  a  man  was  of  extraordinary 
nerve,  be  often  wished  to  be  released  from 
the  operation,  to  which  wish  the  surgeon, 
of  course,  ought  not  to  attend,  as  long  as 
there  was  a  reasonable  expectation  of  re- 
leasing tbe  patient  from  bis  suffering.  As 
to  the  report,  be  thought  there  could  be  no 
question  that  it  was  drawn  up  in  an  unpro- 
fessional manne  in  such  a  way  as  no  one 
would  have  done;  with  a  real  sense  of  pro- 
priety.  The  defendant  had  objected,  that 


At  a  quarter  to  nine  o'clock  the  jury  re- 
tired, and  did  not  return  into  court  till  five 
minutes  to  eleven  o'clock,  when  they  deli- 
vered a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff— Damages 
100/.— Laid  at  2,000/. ! ! 

The  announcement  of  the  verdict  was 
followed  by  loud  applause  fiom  Mr.  Wak- 
ley's  friends  ;  and  the  defendant,  on  leaving 
the  court,  was  cheered  by  the  populace 
in  Palace  Yard. 


MR.  CALLAWAV  AND  MR.  B.  COOPER . 

To  T.  Callaway,  Eig. 


Sin,— In  my  conversation  with  you  at  tbe 
last  meeting  of  the  Kent  Medical  Society, 
-only  one  of  those  who  were  present  at  the  1 1  hereby  declare,  that  you  never  imputed  "to 
operation,  had  been  called  by  Mr.  Cooper ;  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  say  want  of  intellec- 
buthe  (the  Chief  Justice)  did  not  see  whom  [  tual  capacity,  or  professional  unskilfulness : 
be  could,  with  propriety,  have  called  besides  I  ond  especially,  that  the  word  "  ideot,"  as 
Mr.  Callaway.    The  others  were  all  young  applied  to  Mr.  B.  Cooper,  was  never  men- 


men,  only  pupils,  and  probably  too  young 
and  inexperienced  to  form  any  judgment 
in  tbe  case,  that  could  be  reasonably  relied 
upon.  The  question  was  one  of  the  greatest 
interest  to  tbe  public,  and  to  Mr.  Cooper ! 
himself.  It  appeared,  on  nearly  all  hands, 
that  tbe  operation  was  one  of  great  diffi- 
culty ;  one  in  which  the  most  able  surgeons 


tioned  by  you. 


Yours  truly, 

J.  Haslam,  M.D. 


Hart  Street,  Dec.  13, 1828. 
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paration  for  the  alleged  injury  to  liia reputa- 
tion. Of  this  verdict,  as  it  affect*  the  inte- 
rests  of  the  plaintiff,  we  shall  merely  say, 
valeat  quantum.  We  have  no  wish  to  turn, 
against  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  the  weapons 
with  which  the  indiscretion  of  his  counsel 
has  furnished  us,  or  to  apply  to  his  present 
situation  observations  which  would  proba- 
bly not  hare  fallen  from  Sir  James  Scar- 
i.ltt,  had  that  gentleman  formed  a  more 
judicious  estimate  of  his  own  powers,  and 
relied  less  upon  the  chance  of  crushing  an 
unpractised  opponent  by  dint  of  coarse  in- 
vective, and  gratuiious  misrepresentation. 
The  intemperance  of  the  advocate  received 
a  fit  rebuke  in  the  admirable  observations 
of  the  Learned  Judge  who  tried  the  cause, 
and  it  must  be  perfectly  clear  to  every  im- 
partial man  who  heard,  or  who  has  read  the 
trial,  and  who  has  attended  to  Lord  Ten- 
terden's  charge  to  the  Jury,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  accuracy  or  inaccuracy  of  some 


THE  LANCET. 

London ,  Saluntajf,  December  '20,  1828. 

"If,"  said  Sir  James  Scarlett,  in  his 
address  to  the  Jury,  on  Saturday  lsst,  •«  you 
give  moderste  damages  iu  this  case,  you 
will  afford  an  opportunity  of  triumph  to  the 
Periodical  Press,  such  as  it  has  never  yet 
achieved,  and  you  will  hold  up  the  plaintiff 
to  the  contempt  and  scorn  of  the  public!" 
We  do  not,  for  obvious  reasons,  concur  en- 
tirely in  the  sentiments  here  expressed  by 
the  Learned  Couusel,  but  we  may  tuke  his 
declaration  as  a  measure  of  the  satisfaction 
with  which  he,  and  those  for  whom  he  la- 
boured, contemplate  the  verdict  actually 
returned  by  the  Jury.  We  believe  that  the 
Learned  Counsel  never  yet  had  cause  to 
reflect,  with  so  little  self-complacency,  on 
the  effect  produced  by  his  professional  exer- 1  of  the  details  of  the  Report,  we  were  le- 
tions.  He  made  a  most  elaborate,  but,  as  gaily,  but  not  morally  responsible  ;  since 
it  appeared  to  us,  and  we  believe  to  most  we  stood  completely   absolved  from  that 


of  his  hearers,  a  singularly  infelicitous 
effort.    How  it  happened,  that  an  advocate 


unfounded  imputation  of  malice  towards 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  which  the  plaintiff's 


of  such  consummate  skill,  should  have  been  counsel,  however  liberally  he  might  have 
foiled  in  an  undertaking,  wherein  it  was  garnished  his  speech  with  this  charge,  had 
evident  that  he  considered  himself  secure  |  cot  made  the  slightest  attempt  to  prove. 

Neither  at  this  moment,  nor  at  any 
former  period,  have  we  entertained  any 
other  feelings  towards  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper,  as  a  private  man,  than  those 
of  respect  and  esteem.  How  far  our  opinion 
of  him,  as  a  public  operator,  msy  be  sup- 
ported, or  may  require  modification,  after 
the  evidence  given  at  the  late  trial,  and  after 
the  verdict  returned  by  the  Jury,  the  pro- 
fession and  the  public  will  judge,  We  will 
endeavour,  as  far  as  possible,  to  avoid 
making  any  observations  which  may  add  to 
the  difficulties  of  his  present  situation,  but 
we  will  not  shrink  from  the  discharge  of  our 
public  duty,  whenever  any  occasion  may 
arise  which  may  call  for  an  unreserved  pub- 
lication of  the  truth.    Mr.  Bransby 


of  success — -how  it  happened  that  he  was 
beaten,  with  every  advantage  in  point  of 
experience  on  his  side,  by  a  mere  novice 
in  the  field  of  jurisprudence — how  it  hap- 
pened that  he  sustained  so  signal  a  defeat 
for,  upon  his  own  showing,  he  has  sustained 
a  signal  defeat,  we  shall  endeavour  pre- 
sently to  explain.  But  before  making  any 
further  observations  on  this  subject,  we 
think  it  right  to  state  distinctly  the  view 
which  we  take  of  the  verdict  returned  by 
the  Jury,  both  with  reference  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  plaintiff,  and  witli  reference  to 
the  interests  of  the  public.  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper  has  obtained  a  verdict,  and  the 
Jury  has  awarded  him  one  twentieth  part 
of  the  damages  which  he  sought,  as  a  re- 
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Cooper  must  feel  that  the  eyes  of  the  pub- 
lic are  upon  him ;  and  we  trust  that  this 
consideration,  as  well  as  the  remarks  made 
by  his  uncle  in  the  witness-box,  may  have 
the  effect  of  increasing  his  vigilance,  and 
of  exciting  or  confirming  his  desire  of  ac- 
quiring a  complete  knowledge  of  his  pro- 
fession. "  Give  him  time,"  said  Sir  Ast* 
lev,  "  do  not  crush  him  in  the  outset  of  his 
career,  and  he  has  abilities  which  will 
eventually  enable  him  to  become  a  good 
surgeon,  and  an  excellent  operator."  Three 
years,  be  it  remembered,  have  elapsed 
since  Mr.  Bransey  Coop  eh  was  op- 
pointed  to  the  office  of  Surgeon  at  Guy's 
Hospital,  and  Sir  Astley  still  asks  us  to 
give  htm  time,  not  perceiving  that  the  ten- 
derness which  he  claims  for  his  nephew, 
might,  under  circumstances  which  we  sin- 
cerely hope  may  not  arise,  become  cruelty 
to  the  public  and  to  the  poor.  Sir  Astlev's 
avuncular  feelings  may  render  him  blind  to 
this  obvious  inference,  but  it  is  an  infer- 
ence which  thousands  of  individuals  must 
by  this  time  have  drawn  from  the  worthy 
Baronet's  admission.  For  our  own  parts, 
we  will  show  as  much  tenderness  to  Mr. 


aider  the  admissions  of  Mr.  Harrison,  and 
Sir  Astley  Cooper,  in  the  witness-box,  to- 
gether with  the  evidence  extracted  from  Mr. 
Harrison  before  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee on  Anatomy,  as  the  first  steps  to- 
wards a  reform  in  the  system  of  government 
at  Guy's  Hospital,  which  must,  ere  long,  bo 
conceded  to  public  opinion.  At  present, 
the  government  of  that  institution  is  an 
absolute  despotism  ;  the  governors,  gene- 
rally speaking,  take  a  mere  nominal  part  in 
the  management  of  its  affairs,  and  they 
have,  with  a  single  exception  we  believe, 
been  nominated  by  the  fiat  of  the  Trea- 
surer. 

There  was  one  feature  in  the  late  trial 
which  we  think  it  right  to  notice,  as  well 
from  its  peculiarity,  as  from  the  influence 
which  the  decision  of  Loro  Tknterden 
will  probably  have  on  all  future  actions  for 
libel  against  the  editors  of  public  journals. 
By  a  whimsical  interchange  of  professional 
functions,  the  first  common  lawyer  at  the 
bar  became,  upon  this  occasion,  the  ex- 
pounder of  points  of  surgery,  and  the 
editor  of  a  medical  journal,  having  made  his 
election  to  address  the  Jury  in  his  own 


Bransby  Cooper  as  may  consist  with  the  behalf,  was  reduced,  by  the  etiquette  of  the 


honest  and  faithful  discharge  of  our  duty  to 
the  profession  and  to  the  public,  aud  no 
more.  Above  all,  we  will  not  shrink  from 
pressing  on  the  attention  of  our  readers, 
those  topics  connected  with  public  interests 
to  which  the  evidence  elicited  at  the  late 
trial  is  calculated  to  give  increased  interest 
and  importance  ;  nor  will  we  cease  to  hold 
up  to  public  reprobation  that  corrupt  sys- 
tem under  which  the  benevolent  intentions 
of  the  founders  of  our  public  Hospitals  are 
perverted  and  defeated,  while  the  govern- 
ment of  those  institutions  is  often  virtually 
usurped  by  a  single  individual,  and  the  re- 
venues appropriated  to  objects  foreign  to, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  of  cha- 
rity. As  far  as  we  were  permitted  to  enter 
into  the  exposure  of  that  corrupt  system  ut 
the  late  trial,  we  exposed  it ;  and  we  con- 


bar,  to  the  necessity  of  arguing  a  point  of 
law.  "He  who  wins  may  laugh,"  saith  the 
proverb,  and  therefore,  while  we  have  somo 
reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
success  with  which  we  performed  the  part 
of  lawyer,  for  we  beat  Sir  James  Scar- 
lett on  the  point  of  law,  we  may  also  be 
permitted  to  laugh  at  the  ludicrous  figure 
which  Sir  James  made  in  his  attempt  to 
ena:t  the  character  of  surgeon.  Sir  James, 
indeed,  regardless  of  that  legal  maxim 
which  gives  every  man  credit  for  skill  in  his 
peculiar  calling,  threatened,  in  his  speech 
to  the  Jury,  to  expose  our  ignorance  of  sur- 
gery, and  we  girded  ourselves  up  for  the 
lawyer's  attack  on  our  professional  know- 
ledge. The  threat,  however,  shared  the 
fate  of  all  the  assertions  made  by  the  learned 
Counsel ;  it  flashed  in  the  advocate's  speech , 
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bat  vanished,  with  a  flight  smell  of  snlph  ar 
when  he  came  to  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses ;  it  was  vox,  unut,  aura,  nihil.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  maintained  our  point  of 
law,  not  only  against  Sir  Jambs  Scarlett, 
but  against  the  opinion  of  our  own  Counsel, 
and  we  oained  H.  As  this  is  a  matter  which 
may  involve  consequences  of  great  import- 
ance  to  the  liberty  of  the  Press,  and  as  the 
point  discussed  was  misunderstood  in  all  the 
Reports  of  the  trial  which  we  have  seen 
in  the  newspapers,  we  shall  endeavour  to 
make  it  clear  to  our  readers. 

- 

In  general,  a  plaintiff  has  the  right  to 
open  his  case,  and,  by  consequence,  to  have 
the  general  reply  ; 

For  courts  of  justice  understand, 
The  plaintiff  to  be  eldest  hand  ; 


but  there  are  some  exceptions  to  this  rule^ 
ns  in  actions  of  ejectment  and  replevin, 
where  the  party  who  has  to  prove  the  affir- 
mative of  the  issue  is  allowed  to  begin.  In 
an  action  of  trespass,  quart  ciausum  fregit, 
{Hodges  v.  Holder t  3  Campbell's  N.  P.  Reports, 
p.  366,)  the  defendant  admitted  substantially 
the  entering  of  the  plaintiff's  close,  but 
pleaded  a  right  of  way.  Here  the  affirma- 
tive of  the  issue  being  thrown  upon  the 
defendant,  Air,  Justice  Bay  ley  held  that 
he  had.  a  right  to  begin.  The  same  point 
arose,  in  the  case  of  Jackson  v.  Hetkeih, 
(4  Staiki*,  N.P,C,  p  .  51b,)  tried  at  the 
Lancaster  Assizes  1819,  and  Mr.  Justice 
Bayley,  after  having  consulted  Mr.  Baron 
Wood,  decided  that  the  defendant  was  en- 
titled to  begin,  and  to  have  the  general  re- 
ply. Again,  in  an  action  of  assault  and 
battery  (Bedell  v.  Ru&sel,  Ryan,  and  Moody's 
"Sisi  Prius  Reports,  p.  293,)  where  the  de- 
fendant pleaded  a  justification  only,  without 
the  plea  of  "  not  guilty,"  and  the  right  of 
beginning  was  insisted  upon  by  Mr.  Serjeant 
Wilde  for  the  defendant,  Chief  Justice 
Best  said,  "  that  but  for  the  authorities 
cited,  he  should  certainly  have  thought,  that 


the  ontii  of  proving  the  damages  sustained, 
gave  the  plaintiff  a  right  to  begin;  but 
that,  as  it  was  of  the  utmost  consequence 
that  the  practice  should  be  uniform,  he 
should  consider  himself  bound  by  those 
cases,  until  the  matter  should  be  settled 
in  full  court." 

On  the  authority  of  these  cases  we  main- 
tained our  right  to  begin,  and  to  have  the 
general  reply.  Sir  James  Scarlett,  on 
the  other  hand,  insisted,  Cist,  that  as  the 
plaintiff  had  to  show  the  amount  of  damages 
sustained,  the  affirmative  was  thrown  upon 
him,  and  he  was  consequently  entitled  to 
begin;  secondly,  that  as  our  second  and 
fourth  pleas  contained  negative  allegations, 
as  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  performed  the 
operation  with  the  skill  which  the  public 
had  a  right  to  expect  from  a  surgeon  of 
Gay's  Hospital,  &c,  the  affirmative  of  the 
issue  was  not  with  the  defendant,  but  with 
the  plaintiff.  We  replied  that,  as  to  the 
first  point,  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  had  de- 
cided that  the  question  of  damages  never 
arose  until  the  issue  had  been  tried ;  and 
that,  as  to  the  second  point,  the  allegations 
in  our  pleas  were  substantially  affirmative 
allegations ;  and  we  expressed  a  hope,  that 
the  practice  which  had  uniformly  prevailed 
at  Nisi  Prius,  in  cases  where  the  defendant 
had  justified,  would  govern  the  decision  of 
the  Court,  Lord  Tenterden  intimated  au 
opinion  in  our  favour;  but  said,  that  as  this 
case  was  likely  to  become  a  precedent  for 
all  future  cases  of  the  same  kind,  and  as  he 
had  the  advantage  of  being  able  to  consult 
two  of  his  Learned  Brothers  in  the  adjoin- 
ing Courts,  he  should  take  their  opinion. 
The  Lord  Chief  Justice  left  the  Court,  and 
on  his  return,  stated,  that  his  Learned 
Brothers  concurred  with  him  in  the  opinion, 
that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  begin, 
and  to  have  the  general  reply. 

This  decision  will,  we  doubt  not,  lead  to 
most  important  consequences.  It  is  calcu- 
lated to  strengthen  the  bands  of  public 
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writers,  trad  to  raise  a  new  bulwark  in  sup- 
port of  the  liberty  of  tbe  press,  by  depriv- 
ing its  enemies  of  the  power  of  casting  gra- 
tuitous aspersions  oq  public  journalists, 
without  being  subject  to  reply  and  expo- 
sure. Hitherto,  we  belieTe,  it  has  been 
the  practice  of  pleaders  to  discourage  pleas 
of  justification,  in  answer  to  actions  for 
alleged  libel ;  but,  after  the  precedent 
established  in  the  late  trial,  public  jour- 
nalists, against  whom  actions  maybe  brought 
for  having  discharged  what  they  believe 
to  be  a  public  duty,  cannot  fail  to  perceive 
the  advantage  which  they  will  derive  from 
putting  a  plea  of  justification  on  the  record. 
If  they  adopt  that  course,  they  cannot  be 
borne  down  by  calumny,  to  which  they  will 
have  no  opportunity  of  replying ;  for  they 
will  be  entitled  to  open  their  case,  and  to 
have  the  general  reply.  Nor  is  this  the 
only  advantage  which  they  will  gain  by 
adopting  that  course  ;  for,  under  a  plea  of 
justification,  they  will  not  be  legally  re- 
sponsible for  the  malice  of  an  agent,  pro- 
vided the  alleged  libel  be  proved  to  be 
strictly,  and  in  all  its  circumstances,  true. 
If  malice,  on  the  part  of  an  agent,  he  shown 
or  suspected,  a  jury  will,  no  doubt,  be  in- 
clined to  find,  or,  if  they  do  not  find,  to 
presume,  inaccuracy ;  but  still  it  will  be  no 
small  advantage  to  the  editors  of  public 
journals,  who  cannot,  of  course,  be  cogni- 
sant of  all  the  animosities  which  may  sub- 
sist between  reporters  and  the  parties  whose 
acts  are  reported,  if,  by  a  plea  of  justifica- 
tion, theymoy  legally  exonerate  themselves, 
where  the  facts  are  true,  from  responsibility 
for  the  anhnut  of  an  agent,  for  which  they 
cannot,  in  reason  or  equity,  be  responsible. 

We  have  said  that  Sir  James  Scarlett 
relied  somewhot  injudiciously  on  the  chance 
of  crushing  us  by  dint  of  coarse  scurrility 
and  gratuitous  misrepresentation.  We  be- 
lieve that  the  aspersions  which  Sir  James 
Scarlett  heaped  on  our  character,  in  sup- 
port of  which,  the  learned  Counsel  well 
knew  that  he  had  not  a  tittle  of  evidence  to 
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adduce,  were  made  solely  under  the  impres- 
sion that  we  should  have  been  incapable  of 
replying  to  him,  and  consequently  of  de- 
monstrating their  falsehood.  Notwith- 
standing the  congratulations  which  have 
poured  in  upon  us  from  all  quarters,  and  the 
success  which  the  kindness  of  our  friends 
has  ascribed  to  our  exertions,  we  may  state 
most  unfeignedly,  that  we  look  back  with 
regret  to  our  errors  in  point  of  omiuion, 
errors  which  are  partly  attributable  to  our 
want  of  experience,  but  still  more  to  out 
state  of  physical  exhaustion.  Could  we  now 
address  an  untired  Jury,  free  ourselves  from 
the  disadvantages  under  which  we  then  la- 
boured, we  feel  that,  in  answering  Sir 
James  Scarlett's  assertions,  we  could 
reduce  that  learned  person  to  something 
like  his  natural  iutellectual  dimensions.  We 
will  still  endeavour  to  do  this  act  of  justice 
to  ourselves,  and  to  the  public,  by  demon- 
strating that  there  was  not  a  single  asser- 
tion, levelled  by  this  learned  person  at  the 
character  of  The  Lancbt,  whioh  was  not 
utterly  false  and  unfounded,  and  with  re- 
spect  to  which  it  is  not  fair  to  infer  that  it 
was  mere  gratuitous  misrepresentation,  in- 
asmuch as  the  learned  person  did  not  at- 
tempt to  oflft-r  a  tittle  of  evidence  in  support 
of  it.  We  shall  this  week  confine  ourselves 
to  one  instance  of  the  learned  Gentl 
candour  and  love  of  truth,  premising,  that 
the  aspersion  to  which  we  are  about  to  al- 
lude, is  not  more  base  and  unfounded  than 
those  by  which  it  was  succeeded.  Sir 
James  Scarlett,  feeling  that  he  had  no 
case  which  he  could  support  by  evidence, 
travelled  out  of  the  record  in  order  to  raise 
a  prejudice  against  us  in  the  minds  of  the 
Jury,  and  for  that  purpose,  repeated  the 
slander,  as  to  the  publication  of  Lectures 
without  the  leave  of  the  lecturers,  which, 
as  the  readers  of  this  Journal  are  aware, 
we  answered  on  the  4th  of  October  last,  in 
a  manner  which  has  effectually  closed  the 
mouth  of  all  other  calumniators,  except  the 
learned  Gentleman.   We  shall  insert  the 
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learned  Counsel's  attack,  and  reply  to  it  by 
extracting  a  portion  of  the  article  which 
appeared  in  this  Journal  on  the  4th  of 
October. 

*'  The  Lancet,  it  should  seem,  from  his 
own  statement,  was  established  for  the  pur- 
pose of  publishing  lectures  delivered  at  the 
hospitals, — in  other  words,  for  the  purpose 
of  committing  plunder  on  the  property  of 
Others  to  assist  himself.  What!  was  it  to  | 
be  said,  that  if  Air.  Cline,  or  Sir  Astley  j 
Cooper,  or  any  other  eminent  surgeon, 
should  compile  a  course  of  lectures,  aud  de- 
liver them  to  the  pupils  of  his  owu  class  at 
the  hospital,  who  paid  him  for  attendance, 
aud  remunerated  him  for  those  labours,  that 
a  periodical  paper  should  rob  him  of  all  ad- 
▼autage,  and,  without  his  leave  and  licence, 
make  them  public,  so  as  to  give  to  all  the 
pupils  iu  the  kingdom,  who  weie  desirous  of 
studying  his  srt,  the  advantages  which  the 
lecturer  thought  he  had  established  for  him- 
self ; — that  he  should  rob  and  injure  him, 
and  gain  ten  times  more  than  he  did  himself 
acquire^  after  being  at  all  the  labour  of  com- 
piling his  lectures  ! — that  he  should  do  that 
which  would  render  it  unnecessary  for  the 
pupils  to  attend  the  lectures,  because  all  the 
advantages  derivable  from  their  attendance, 
night  be  gained  by  reading  the  reports  of 
them  in  Tub  Lancet ?  Could  it  be  sup- 
posed that  there  were  any  persons  in  the 
honourable  profession  to  which  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  belouged,  who  were  so  ba.su  aud 
ungenlleinanly  as  to  make  use  of  the  privi- 
lege which  was  allowed  them  of  attending 
these  lectures,  for  the  purpose  afterwards 
of  giving  them  to  the  world,  without  the 
leave  of  the  lecturer  himself!  Yes,  there 
were  those  , who  were  contributors  to  The 
Lancet,  who  were  base  enough  to  do  this, 
and  who  thus  enabled  the  editor  (Mr.  Wak- 
ley)  to  make  his  five  or  six  thousand  a  year, 
and  to  gain  the  reputation  of  being  a  "  po- 
pular writer ! "  The  defendant  hud  himself 
avowed  that  The  Lancet  was  a  work  found- 
ed on  the  principles  of  robbery  and  plunder. 
He  stated  that  he  obtained  h:s  communica- 
tions from  pupils  at  the  hospital, and  he  culled 
them  "  men  of  honour !"  men  who  were 
induced  to  betray  their  trust,  and  surrender 
their  honour  ;  and  who,  by  making  contri- 
butions of  the  lectures  they  beard,  furnished 
that  to  the  public  which  ought  never  to 
come  out  of  the  walls  of  the  hospital,  ex- 
cept by  the  consent  of  the  lecturers  them- 
selves. But  this  was  not  a  robbery  ol 
property  merely  ;  it  was  a  robbery  of  cha- 
racter and  reputation,  lie  (Sir  James  Scar 
lett)  was  glad  that  he  was  addressing  gen- 
tlemen of  education,  as  he  only  wished  that 
this  matter  should  be  judged  rightly.  He 
would  ask  whetiier,  supposing  one  of  them 


had  taken  great  paint  to  prepare  a  course  of 

lectures,  which,  by-and-by,  he  intended  to 
publish  himself,  could  he  endure  it,  if  an 
unfledged  pupil,  who  had  been  admitted  to 
the  hospital,  and  allowed  to  take  notes  for 
his  own  instruction,  was  afterwards  to  fur- 
nish them  to  a  person  who  meant  to  commit 
them  to  the  press,  without  those  revisions 
and  corrections  which  an  author  was  gene- 
rally anxious  to  make  in  his  works,  before 
they  were  submitted  to  the  public  eye  1 
Could  auy  man,  and  particularly  a  public 
lecturer,  suffer  such  use  to  be  made  of  his 
works  ?  Suppose  one  of  the  jury  trusted  to 
a  person  the  key  of  his  cabinet,  which  con- 
tained written  communications,  and  that  he 
made  extracts  from  them,  and  sent  them  for 
publication  in  The  Lancet!  Would  they 
not  think  that  that  man  was  one  of  the 
basest  of  his  kind,  and  would  they  allow 
him  to  enter  their  doors  again  ?  And  yet 
these  were  the  persons  who  contributed  to 
The  Lancet  ;  snd  these  were  the  means  by 
which  the  editor,  Mr.  Wakley,  was  enabled 
to  roll  in  his  carriage,  and  laugh  at  the  par- 
ties whom  he  thus  robbed  and  plundered. 
He  (Sir  J.  Scarlett)  was,  upon  the  defend- 
ant's own  confession,  justified  in  saying  that 
this  work  (The  Lanc  et)  was  a  soit  of  lite- 
rary raven,  which  lived  by  plunder,  and 
shamelessly  held  up  its  head  by  the  injury 
which  it  inflicted  on  others." 

We  now  beg  the  attention  of  every  man 
who  wishes  to  see  a  calumniator  effectually 
exposed,  to  the  following  passage,  which  ap- 
peared iu  The  Lancet,  of  the  4th  of  October. 

"  There  is  no  charge  which  has  been 
more  frequently  brought  against  this  publi- 
cstion  by  those  who  are  interested  in  up- 
holding  existing  abuses,  and  who  seek, 
therefore,  to  depreciate  the  character  of  a 
Journal  which  they  have  long  felt  as  a  thorn 
in  their  sides,  lhau  that  we  have  dishonour- 
ably appropriated  the  labours  of  medical 
teachers  to  our  own  profit,  without  the  con- 
sent of  those  teachers,  and  even  in  spite  of 
their  remonatances  against  the  publication 
of  their  lectures.  This  charge  has  been  eo 
often,  aud  so  confidently  made,  that  we 
doubt  not  there  are  many  persons  who, 
however  otherwise  disposed  to  think  well 
of  this  publication,  believe  that  we  have 
uot  only  published  Mr.  Auernethy's  Lec- 
tures without  his  cousent,  but  that  in  many, 
or  most,  of  the  instances  in  which  courses 
of  lectures  have  been  published  in  The 
Lancet,  the  consent  of  the  Lecturers  has 
not  beeu  obtained.  We  shall  insert  the 
charge  in  the  language  of  one  of  our  calum- 
niators, and  we  shall  be  content  to  forfeit 
that  influeuce  which  has  rendered  us  the 
object  of  so  much  slauder  and  misrepre- 
sentation, if  the  answer  we  shall  give  to 
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it,  be  not  such  as  shall  for  ever  silence  our 
enemies,  if  they  have  the  smallest  regard  for 
decency  or  truth." 

Here  followed  a  passage  in  a  periodical 

work,  for  which  we  now  beg  the  reader  to 

substitute  the  tirade  in  the  speech  of  Sir 

James  Scarlett. 

"  It  con  scarcely  be  necessary  to  remind 
our  readers  of  the  distinction  which  we  have 
always  recognised  between  the  situation  of 
a  public  teacher  and  that  of  a  private  one, 
or  of  the  principle  upon  which  we  claimed 
the  right  of  publishing  the  Lectures  of  Mr. 
A  BERNtTii  v.  The  Lectures  of  private  teach- 
ers, which  we  acknowledge  to  be  private 
property,  we  have  never  published,  as  we 
shall  presently  show,  without  the  consknt 
of  the  Lectuiers;  but  the  Lectures  of  pub- 
lic medical  teachers,  delivered  within  the 
walls  of  public  hospitals,  stand,  ns  we  have 
uniformly  contended,  upon  a  totally  differ- 
ent footing.  We  maintained  this  point  fear- 
lessly and  manfully  against  Mr.  Aberne- 
thv  in  a  court  of  equity,  aud  the  issue 
of  the  contest  was,   that  the  injunction 
which  that  gentleman  obtained  against  the 
publication  of  his  Lectures,  was  finally 
dissolved   by   the   Lord   Chancellor.  So 
much  for  Mr.  Abernetiiy's  Lectures.  Sir 
Astlkv  Cooper's  Lectures  came  within 
the  principle  on  which  we  relied  in  our 
contest  with  Mr.  Abeknkthy  ;  hut  Sir  A»t- 
ley  Cooper  cannot,  at  any  rate,  be  one  of 
those  who  has  been  plundred  of  his  lite- 
rary property  ;  for  Sir  Asti.ky  Coopir 
gave  his  express  consent  to  the  publication 
of  his  Lectures.  The  Lectures  of  Dr.  Blun- 
dell  oo  Midwifery,  though  delivered  within 
the  walls  of  Guy's  Hospital,  we  did  not  con- 
sider as  public  Lectures  three  years  ago, 
because,  at  that  time,  no  certificates  of  at- 
tendance on  Courses  of  Midwifery  were  re- 
quired by  the  Colleges  or  the  Universities. 
We  applied,  therefore,  fur  permission  to 
publish  them,  which  was  not  at  that  time 
conceded.    Subsequently,  certificates  of  at- 
tendance on  Courses  of  Midwifery  have 
been  required,  and  Dr.  Blundeil  has  not 
only  not  withheld  his  consent  from  the  pub- 
lication of  his  Lectures  in  this  Journal,  but, 
as  they  were  to  go  before  the  public,  bus 
added  to  their  value  by  a  revision  of  th? 
proof-sheets.    Dr.  Armstrong's  Lectures 
on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine, 
were   published  in  consequence   of  the 
intimation  of  one  of  his  pupils,  that  the 
lecturer  would  not  offer  any  objection. 
Dr.  Armstrong  did,  however,  after  the 
t  appearance  of  the  first  Lecture,  object  to 
the  principle  of  publishing  private  Lec- 
tures, in  which  objection  we  acquiesced  ;  but, 
having  expressed  his  opiniou,   he  added, 
that  he  should  leave  the  matter  entirely  to 


ourselves.   We  urged  the  ground  of  public 
utility— and  as  he  found  that  the  pupils 
were  desirous  of  possessing  his  Lectures, 
he  afterwards  consented  to  their  publica- 
tion, and  acknowledged  their  accuracy.  Mr. 
Alcock's  Lectures  on  some  Practical  Points 
of  Surgery,  were  published  with  his  con- 
sent, aud  the  proof  sheets  were  revised  by 
him.    Mr.  Lawrence's  Lectures  on  the 
Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Diseases  of  the 
Kye  were  published  with  his  consent,  and 
the  proof  sheets  were  revised  by  him.  Dr. 
CuTTEnni/cK's  Lectures  on  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Physic  were  published  with 
j  his  consent,  and  the  proof  sheets  were  also 
'revised  by  him.  Dr.  Sitrzhmm's  Lectures 
on  Phrenology,  in  like  manner,  appeared  with 
the  consent,  and  underwent  the  revision,  of 
the  Lecturer.  The  l  ectures  of  Mr.  Brands 
on  Chemistry,  and  those  of  Dr.  Haslam  on 
the  Intellectual  Composition  of  Man,  were 
also  published  with  the  express  consent  of 
the  Lecturers.    All  these  facts  we  have  had 
the  permission  and  authority  of  ihe  several 
Lecturers  to  state,  from  the  periods  at 
which  their  respective  Courses  were  com- 
pleted, as  distinctly  as  we  now  state  them  ; 
but  we  have  hitherto  disdained  to  give  this 
conclusive  answer  to  the  calumnies  of  our 
enemies,  and  we  have  now,  once  for  all* 
adopted  this  course,    in  order  that  such 
calumnies,  if  they  be  again  repeated,  may 
be  as  much  contemned  in  all  other  quarters, 
ns  they  have  been  uniformly  contemned  by 
ourselves.    We  may  fur; her  state,  that  so 
far  have  we  been  from  the  imputed  necessity 
of  seeking  to  obtain  Lectures  by  indirect  or 
dishonourable  means,  that  our  difficulty,  on 
the  contrary,  has  been  to  deal  with  the  nu. 
merous  applications  which  have  been  made 
to  us  for  the  publication  of  Lectures,  and  to 
appease  teachers,  to  whose  urgent  solicita* 
tions  wo  have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to 
yield. 

We  have  alluded,  in  the  outset  of  this 
article,  to  what  we  take  to  he  the  causes  of 
Sir  James  Scarlett's  signal  failure  in  the 
late  trial ;  these  causes  are,  in  our  opiniou, 
first,  his  well-known  hatred  of  the  Periodi- 
cal Press  ;  and,  secondly,  his  personal  feel- 
ing in  respect  to  the  plaintiff.  His  discre- 
tion seems  to  have  been  completely  over- 
come by  the  joint  operation  of  these  two 
causes.  Of  the  latter  we  shall  say  nothing, 
because  it  may  be  founded  in  sentiments 
which  are  not  unamiable ;  but  of  the 
former  we  must  beg  leave  to  say  a  word  or 
two  in  much  the  same  spirit,  wherein  we 
have  commented  on  the  Learned  Gentle- 
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man's  attempt  to  make  a  figure  as  a  surgical 
critic*  One  of  the  main  sources,  we  under- 
stand, of  this  learned  person's  hostility  to 

the  Periodical  Press,  is  to  he  found  in  the 
fact  of  his  having  heen  sent  to  his  grave 
hefore  his  time  by  the  newspapers,  and  of 
Lis  having  perused  the  open  censure,  or, 
what  was  worse,  the  faint  and  equivo- 
cal  praise,  which  his  supposed  survivors 
had  pronounced  upon  him.  Many  men 
have,  in  a  serious  or  playful  mood, composed 
their  own  epitaphs  ;  but  to  no  living  man, 
perhaps,  except  Sir  James  Scarlett,  ha^ 
it  been  given  to  appreciate  the  terms  in 
which  his  contemporaries  have  commented 
on  his  decease.  Such  a  phenomenon  is  in 
the  teeth  of  classical  authority,  as  the 
Learned  Gentleman  may  perhaps  collect 
from  the  following  passage  : 

Xtri  V oxnror*  tirdv  euJ«v'  oKfiiov  fiporuVy 
Tlptv  uv  Bapovros  rr)v  rtXtvrcuav  iJhjj, 
*0»a>r  wtpcuras  rjptpav  tcarce. 

Euripid.  Troad.  513. 

which  passage,  being  interpreted,  meaneth 
that  you  cannot  speak  safely  to  a  lawyer's 
good  or  ill  reputation,  until  the  devil  hath 
fairly  laid  hold  of  him. 

But  there  is  another  cause  which  is  said 
to  have  greatly  contributed  to  exasperate 
Sir  James  Scarlett's  hostility  to  the  press, 
to  wit,  his  failure  as  a  speaker  and  legis- 
lator in  the  House  of  Commons.  Whether 
justly  or  unjustly  we  will  not  now  stop  to 
inquire,  but  certain  it  is  that  the  lime  was 
when  "  Lawyer  Scarlett's  poor  bill"  was 
a  by-word  for  the  scoffers.  There  was, 
and,  for  ought  we  know,  is,  a  certain 
Swedish  physician  named  Stbuve,  who  pio- 
posed  to  cure  all  diseases  by  a  process 
which  be  called  the  Hungerkur,  that  is  to 
say,  the  cure  by  starvation.  Whether 
justly  or  not.  we  will  not  stop  to  inquire, 
but  certain  it  is,  that  ore  of  the  ablest  po- 
litical writers  of  the  day,  gave  Sir  James 
Scarlett  the  credit  of  having  invented,  as 
a  remedy  for  the  evils  of  pauperism,  the 
very  process  which  the  Baron  von  Struve 


WAKLEY. 

subsequently  proposed  as  a  panacea  for  all 
diseases.   Week  after  .week,  Mr.  Cobbetx 
iusisted  that  Lawyer  Scarlett's  poor  Bill 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  project  to 
cure  pauperism  by  starvation ;  and  the  con- 
sequence of  these  reiterated  attacks  upon  the 
learned  gentleman's  legislative  labours  was, 
that  the  Bill,  at  length,  stank  in  the  nostrils 
of  the  public,  and  dropped  still-born  from  the" 
Legislature.    With  the  abandonment  of  thia 
Bill,  terminated,  in  effect,  Sir  James  Scar- 
lett's parliamentary  importance  j  and  the 
wounds  which  his  pride  received,  on  this 
occasion,  have  never,  it  is  said,  been  so 
completely  cicatrised,  but  that  they  are 
subject  to  an  ichorous  discbarge,  whenever 
an  opportunity  presents  itself  for  venting 
his  spleen  against  the  press.   For  our  own 
parts,  we  lsugh  at   the  impotent  viru- 
lence with  which  the  learned  gentleman 
failed   to  inspire    the  Jury  with  the 
malice  which  he  entertained  toward?  this1 
Journal,  as  a  part  of  the  periodical  presa. 
Sir   Jambs   Scarlett  took  occasion,  in 
the  course  of  his  speech,  to  express  his 
opinion  of  our  abilities;    and,  that  wnr 
may  not  be  wanting  in  a  similar  species 
of  courtesy,  we  will  take  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  our  opinion  of  the  abilities  of 
Sir  James  Scarlett.    We  think  him  pro- 
digiously over-rated,  even  as  a  lawyer  ;  for  . 
the  rest,  we  have  seldom  encountered!  a 
gentleman  possessing  the  ordinary  advan- 
tages of  education,  who  seems  to  be  so 
completely  innocent  of  all  extra-professional 
information.    Once,   and  once  only,  the 
learned  gentleman  ventured  to  play  the/ 
critic  on  a  passage  in  The  Lancet  ;  but  he 
did  so  in  a  half-guilty,  apologetic  tone, 
which  might,  if  he  had  been  less  arro- 
gant in  other  parts  of  his  speech,  have 
screened  him  from  our  animadversion*  We 
allude  to  his  observations  on  the  phrase, 
"  average  maximum  o{  time." — "  I  suppose/' 
said  Sir  James,  "  that  I  shall  be  scarified 
for  what  I  am  going  to  say,  by  The  Lan- 
cet, but  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  phraso 
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'  average  maximum '  is  unintelligible  ;  an 
average  U  a  mean  ;  now,  T  have  beard  of  a 
mean,  and  I  have  beard  of  a  maximum ;  but 
I  never  yet  heard  of  a  mean  maximum." 
You  judged  rightly,  Sir  James.  We  must 
subject  you  to  a  little  gentle  scarification  ; 
and  we  would  moreover  suggest  to  you, 
that  there  are  more  things  in  this  world 
than  you  have  ever  dreamed  of  in  your  phi- 
losophy. We  have  beaten  you  on  anoint  of 
law,  and  we  must  proceed  to  set  you  right 
on  a  point  of  mathematics.  Your  mistake 
arose  from  your  not  knowing  that  maxima, 
similar  in  kinil,  but  differing  as  to  absolute 
quantity,  might  be  made  the  subject  of  com. 
parison,  and  that,  consequently,  one  might 
be  a  mean  proportional  between  others.  A 
square  is  the  greatest  quadrilateral  rectilineal 
figure  that  can  be  inscribed  in  a  circle,  but  the 
magnitude  of  the  square  depends  on  the  dia- 
meter of  the  circle,  and  different  squares  or 
quadrilateral  maxima  under  the  similar  condi- 
tion of  inscription  indifferent  circles  may  be 
compared  with  each  other.  But  lest  this 
should  be  unintelligible  to  you,  let  us  put 
the  case  of  an  average  maximum  taken  upon 
the  highest  tides  at  London  Bridge  in  a 
given  number  of  years.  We  use  the  didactic 
method,  Sir  Jambs,  on  this  occasion,  be- 
cause, although  you  offered  yourself  a.s  a 
candidate  for  the  representation  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Cambridge,  on  the  score  of  your 
passion  for  sour  milky  we  do  not  find  any 
evidence  of  your  ever  having  distinguished 
yourself,  either  as  a  classic  or  a  mathemati- 
cian, in  the  records  of  University  honours. 
If  you  are  indeed,  as  we  are  given  to  under- 
stand, the  greatest  advocate  at  the  English 
bar,  the  average  minimum  of  talent  at  that 
bar  must  be  marvellously  small. 

As  a  specimeu  of  the  tact,  gentlemanly 
taste,  and  sound  judgment  which  Sir  Jamls 
Scarlett  displayed  in  addressing  a  Jury  of 
English  Merchants,  we  beg  to  direct  the 
reader's  especial  attention  to  the  following 
felicitous  distinction  between  the  vulgar, 
common-place  notions  of  honesty  which 


govern  the  sordid  transaction  of  commer- 
cial men,  and  that  dignified  contempt  for 
the  siller,  that  high-minded  scorn  for  every 
thing  in  the  shape  of  a  fee,  which  is  well 
known  to  characterise  the  practice  of  the 
members  of  the  legal  and  medical  professions. 

"  Gentlemen,"  continued  the  Learned 
Counsel,  "  there  is  a  certain  privilege  which 
belongs  to  this  high  profession, — it  is  some- 
thing that  is  better  felt  than  described  *,  and 
the  man  that  does  not  feel  it,  will  not  be 
capable  of  appreciating  the  argument  I 
address  to  you.  In  the  ordinary  traffic  of 
life,  called  commerce,  there  is  a  course  of 
plain  dealing,  or  simple  integrity,  that 
marks  the  line  between  honesty  and  the 
mere  appeal ance  of  it  ;  and  the  meaning  of 
it  is  very  well  understood  by  every  man. 
But  in  the  practice  of  a  liberal  profession 
there  is  a  certain  feeling  of  honour  which 
becomes  a  gentleman,  and  which  a  gentle- 
man only  can  feel ;  which  renders  it  not 
sordid,  but  which  gives  it  a  character  which 
belrmgs  to  such  a  profession — a  certain  dig- 
nity—a certiiin  pride,  which  makes  a  man 
feel  that  profit  is  a  secondary  object  to  him 
— that  fame  and  reputation,  and  means  of 
utility,  are  its  greatest  recommend  at  ions. 
Either  in  the  profession  of  the  law,  or  the 
profession  equally  honourable,  and,  perhaps, 
equally  useful,  or  more  so,  that  principle  is 
debased,  that  principle  is  destroyed,  if  a 
man  finds  that  it  depends  upon  whether  he 
makes  concessions  or  no  to  the  editor  of 
such  a  publication  as  The  Lancet." 

We  take  leave  of  Sir  James  Scarlett 
fo4  chis  week  j  and  wc  forbear  making  any 
further  remarks  on  the  evidence  iu  the  late 
important  trial,  until  we  shall  be  enabled  to 
lay  an  authentic  Report  before  our  readers  ; 
for  which  purpose  shorthand- writers  have 
been  expressly  employed.  The  account 
given  iu  this  week's  Number  is  taken  from 
the  Newspapers.  We  cannot  conclude  these 
observations,  without  expressing  our  hum- 
ble but  heart-felt  admiration  of  the  pa- 
tience,  the  suavity,  and  the  undevinting 
impartiality  of  the  Learned  Judge  who  tried 
the  cause  ;  and  our  own  deep  sense  of  grati- 
tude, for  the  placid  endurance  of  involuntary 
technical  errors,  and  the  unwearied  atten- 
tion which  we  received  at  his  hands. 
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FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 

PERFORATION  OF  THE  STOMACH. 

The  subject  of  this  affection  was  a 
young  girl,  twenty-two  years  eld,  of  a 
strong  constitution,  who  had  always  enjoy- 
ed  good  health  until  her  nineteenth  year, 
and  for  a  twelvemonth  after  the  commence- 
ment of  menstruation  ;  at  this  period,  the 
menses  having  been  suppressed  without 
any  apparent  cause,  her  digestion  was  im- 
paired ;  she  became  subject  to  nausea, 
sickness,  eructation,  and  a  very  unpleasant 
sensation  of  fulness  in  the  stomach,  which 
•ecmed  unable  to  bear  even  the  lightest 
iood.  At  first  she.  had  recourse  to  medi- 
cal aid,  but  finding  no  relief,  she  deter- 
mined to  sutler  the  disease  to  take  its 
course.  The  gastric  symptoms  gradually 
increased,  without,  however,  having  any 
marked  effect  on  the  constitution  ;  when 
one  morning  she  suddenly  screamed  out 
and  fell  down,  complaining  of  excessive 
paiu  in  the  stomach,  and  over  the  whole 
abdomen  ;  the  countenance  became  of  a 
deadly  paleness,  and  expressive  of  the 
greatest  anxiety  ;  the  extremities  cold,  the 
pulse  insensible,  the  urine  and  stools  were 
passed  involuntarily,  and  she  expired  within 
a  few  hours. 

On  examination,  the  body  was  found  not 
much  emaciated,  the  abdominal  cavity  was 
filled  by  a  great  quantity  of  a  turbid  liquid, 
but  no  where  could  any  traces  of  inflamma- 
tion be  discovered ;  the  stomach  being 
empty  and  collapsed,  presented  on  its  ante- 
rior suface,  in  the  small  curvature  near  the 
pylorus,  a  perforation  of  a  circular  fcrm, 
with,  defined  edges,  and  two-thirds  of  an 
inch  in  diameter.  On  the  external  surface 
of  the  stomach,  there  adhered  a  hard, 
fibrous,  lobular  excrescence,  through  the 
cpntre  of  which  the  perforation  passed.  In 
all  other  respects  the  stomach  appeured  per- 
fectly healthy,  and  without  auy  signs  of  in- 
flammation or  softening. 

Dr.  Kbermayer,  of  Dus?f-ldorf,  who  re- 
lates the  case,  adds  the  following  remarks 
from  his  own  observation,  aud  those  re- 
ported by  other  writers. 

1.  Jn  all  cases  of  perforation  of  the 
stomach,  where  the  disease  has  been  accu- 
rately observed,  it  has  been  of  a  chronic 
and  latent  nature. 

2.  The  prognosis  is  very  difficult,  and 
there  are  hardly  any  signs  indicative  of  the 
dangerous  state  of  the  patient. 

3.  The  remote  cause  of  the  disease  is 
always  the  suppression  of  a  secretory  action, 
having  some  close  relation  to  the  digestive 
organs. 

4.  No  real  cachexy  is  developed,  nor  is 
there  any  hectic  fever  ;  it  seems  even  that 
nutrition  is  very  little  influenced  by  the 


disease,  in  spile  of  the  indigestion,  and 
there  is  hardly  any  emaciation  observable 
previous  to  death. 

5.  The  perforation  is  always  in  the  py- 
loric portion  of  the  stomach. 

6.  In  no  case  have  any  traces  of  real  in- 
flammation, suppuration,  ulceration,  erosion, 
&c  ,  of  the  6tomach,  been  observed;  the 
aperture  has  always  a  circular  form,  and 
well-defined  edges,  which  are  hardly  ever 
softened,  but  rather  hard  aud  thickened, 
without,  however,  being  cartilaginous  or 
tuberculous.  In  alt  reports  of  such  cases, 
it  is  expressly  mentioned  that  no  trace  of 
pus,  mucus,  or  sanies,  was  found  on  the 
perforation. 

From  this,  and  similar  cases,  our  author 
infers,  that  we  are  still  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  disease  in  question,  and  that 
those  affections  which  are  generally  alleged 
as  causes  of  perforation  of  the  stomach, 
j  viz.  chronic  inflammation,  ulceration,  or 
softening  of  a  scirrhus,  are  by  no  means 
capable  of  explaining  it. — Rust's  Magazine. 

EXTRACTION  OF  AN  URINARY  CALCULUS  OF 
EXTRAORDINARY  SIZE. 

In  this  case,  which  was  operated  upon  by 
Dr.  K rimer,  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  on  sound- 
ing the  patient,  the  stone  appeared  to  be  of 
about  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg;  but  the 
lateral  operation  having  been  performed 
with  a  simple  bistoury,  it  could  neither  be 
extracted,  nor  broken  to  pieces.  On  the 
following  day,  the  high  operation  was  per- 
formed, and  the  stone  extracted  with  the 
tinkers  ;  it  was  of  an  enormous  size,  3£  in- 
ches lonjj,  inches  broad,  and  in- 
ches thick  ;  its  weight  was  23  ounces ;  it 
was  porous  exteriorly,  but  very  hard  to- 
wards its  nucleus,  and  consisted  of  phosphate 
of  magnesia,  lime,  and  ammonia,  except 
the  centre,  which  was  urate  of  lime.  For 
four  days  after  the  operation,  the  patient 
was  in  a  very  precarious  state,  so  as  to 
require  large  doses  of  stimulants.  At  the 
time  of  the  report,  healthy  suppuration  had 
ensued,  and,  from  his  general  condition,  a 
favourable,  termination  of  the  case  was 
anticipated.— Graeje  n.  WaUhertJoum. 


HOPITAL  SAINT  LOUIS. 


CANCER  OF  THE  SEIN  OF  THE  ABDOMEN*. 

Madkl  Lachoix,  setnt.  62,  observed, 
about  an  inch  below  the  navel,  a  small  red 
indolent  tumour  on  the  skin,  which  very 
slowly  increased,  and,  at  the  end  of  a  twelve- 
month, having  attained  the  size  of  an  apple, 
be^an  to  came  a  sensation  of  violent  burn- 
ing and  lancinating  pain ;  constitutional  dia- 
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turbance  at  tnesame  time  succeeded,  as  loss 
of  appetite,  impaired  digestion,  fever,  noc- 
turnal sweats,  &c.  These  symptoms  gra- 
dually augmented,  and,  at  the  expiration 
of  three  years,  the  tumour  was  us  large 
as  a  small  melon,  and  was  then  the  scut  of 
active  inflammation  ;  its  surface  was  uneven, 
and  partially  ulcerated,  and  here  aud  there 
distinct  fluctuation  might  be  perceived.  At 
this  period  the  patient,  who  had  undergone 
almost  every  kind  of  local  and  constitutional 
treatment,  was  admitted  at  St.  Louis,  under 
M.  llicheraud.  She  was  much  exhausted, 
and  latterly,  a  great  disposition  to  hxmor- 
rhage  from  the  ulcerated  parts  had  come  on. 
JVI.  llicheraud  having  observed  the  patient 
for  some  days,  resolved  upon  extirpating  the 
tumour,  which  evidently  was  of  carcinoma- 
tous nature,  and,  if  left  to  itself,  would  soon 
have  led  to  a  fatal  termination.  It  was, 
therefore,  comprised  betweeu  two  elliptic 
incisions,  and,  having  been  removed,  the 
wound  was  united  by  live  sutures.  Perfect 
re- union  having  taken  place,  the  cicatrix 
was,  after  two  months,  completely  consoli- 
dated, and  the  general  health  of  the  patient 
fully  restored. 


IIOPITAL  ST.  AXTOINE. 


CARIES  OF  THE  STERNUM,  SIK'CES  8FVLI Y 
TREATED  BY  OA VI  ERISA!  ION. 

Jean  Lasalle,  27  years  of  age,  of  a 
vigorous  constitution,  was  admitted  on  the 
6th  of  July,  on  r.ccouut  ol  a  tumour  on  the 
right  sternoclavicular  articulation.  Nothing 
could  be  ascertained  with  regard  to  its 
cause  ;  the  patient  had  never  receired  any 
injury  on  the  affected  part,  nor  had  he  ever 
had  a  venereal  complaint.  He  hud  formerly 
been  much  subject  to  rheumatic  pains,  for 
which  he  had  repeatedly  undergone  caute- 
risation, especially  over  the  shoulder.  The 
tumour  of  the  sternum  was  of  four  months 
standing,  and  had  an  ulcerated  furface, 
which  secreted  a  sero-puruleut  liquid.  On 
examination  with  a  probe,  the  sternum  was 
found  denuded  and  carious.  The  joint  ap- 
peared free  from  disease,  being  in  no  way 
impeded  in  its  motion.  On  the  11th  of 
July,  M.  lieauchene  having  made  a  crucial 
incision,  and  detached  the  flops  from  the 
parts  beneath,  laid  bare  the  sternum,  which 
was  found  diseased  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, its  carious  portion  being  surrouuded 
by  a  soft,  bleeding,  fungoid  flesh.  The  dis- 
eased surface  was  touched  with  the  white 
hot  iron,  and  the  wound  afterwards  simply 
dressed.  Two  hoars  utter  the  operation,  a 
profuse  hemorrhage  ensued,  which,  as  ap- 
peared on  removing  the  bandage,  took  place 
from,  the  cancellous  tissue  of  the  sternum, 
and  was  arrested  by  compresses  of  agaric. 


Four  days  afterwards,  the  wound  was  again 
examined,  and  the  disease  of  the  sternum 
appearing  by  no  means  checked  in  its  pro- 
gress, it  was  for  a  second  time  cauterised  ; 
no  hiemorihage  ensued,  but  within  a  shore 
time,  erysipelas uppeared  round  the  wound, 
and  rapidly  spread  over  the  right  fide  of  the 
neck,  face,  and  scalp  ;  the  parts  were  enor- 
mously swelled,  tense,  aud  painful  :  the  pa- 
tient was  very  feverish,  delirious,  &c.  Re- 
peated bleeding,  antiphlogistic  remedies, 
aud  low  diet,  having  subdued  the  general 
inflammatory  state,  the  wound  began  also  to 
assume  a  healthy  aspect,  and  to  suppurate 
os  before ;  several  pieces  of  bone  having 
exfoliated,  the  ulcers  rapidly  proceeded  to- 
ward* cicatrisation,  which  in  ten  weeks  was 
nearly  completed. 


IIOPITAL  DE  LA  CHARITE. 


SUPPURATION  OF    THE  OVARIES  AND  FAL- 
LOPIAN ll'RES. 

Marie  Dlshuit,  thirty-seven  years  old, 
was  admitted  into  this  hospital  on  the  5M 
of  September.  She  had  borne  three  chil- 
dren, had  always  regularly  menstruated, 
and,  till  the  lust  four  or  lite  months,  en- 
joyed good  health.  From  this  period  she 
began  to  be  affected  with  costiveness, 
accompanied  by  violent  pain  in  the.  right 
side  of  the  belly,  and  numbness  of  the  right 
thigh.  Injections  aud  aperients  generally 
relieved  these  symptoms,  which,  if  left  to 
themselves,  ended  in  nausea  and  vomiting. 
In  August,  the  pain  which  had  hitherto  been 
confined  to  the  right  side,  began  to  be  felt 
iu  the  left  iliac  region,  where  a  tumour  was 
observed,  the  increase  of  which  was  attend- 
ed by  numbness  and  shooting  pain  of  the 
left  thigh.  On  her  admission  into  the  hos- 
pital, she  was  found  in  the  following  state  : 
the  tumour,  in  the  left  iliac  region,  was  ex- 
tremely painful,  and  appeared  to  be  very 
deep-seated  ;  it  raised  the  integumeuts  fJr 
about  au  inch  above  the  rest  of  the  abdo- 
men, and  could  be  covered  by  the  hand  ; 
the  strength  of  the  left  leg  was  much 
impaired ;  its  heat  and  sensibility  were 
uatutal.  The  patient  was  costive,  and  vo- 
mited almost  every  thing,  very  toon  after 
ingestion  ;  the  whole  abdomen  was  very 
tense  and  tender.  Under  the  repeated  ap- 
plicatiou  of  leeches,  and  the  use  of  emollient 
poultices  and  mucilugiuous  potions,  no  alte- 
ration ensued.  During  the  menstruation, 
which,  on  the  6th  of  Septemler,  appeared 
iu  due  time  aud  quantity,  the  pain  and  sick- 
ness somewhat  subsided,  but  recurred  alter 
the  evacuation  had  ceased.  On  the  id  of 
October,  the  patient  having  hitherto  suifer- 
1  ed  much  from  constant  costiveness,  colio 
pains,  aud  vomitiug,  was  attacked  with  pro- 
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fuse  diarrhoea,  and  violent  pains  in  the  belly,  relations  0/  tlie  perioseum  and  fleck  of  the 
during  which  the  tumour  suddenly  col-  bladder.  I  also  gave  several  demonstrations 
lapsed.  Fifteen  leeches  were  applied  to  in  the  dissecting-room,  in  the  usual  routine, 
the  anus,  and  opium  was  given  internally,  on  the  same  parts.  But  in  thus  discharging 
but  the  diarrhoea  continued  ;  the  stools  {  what  I  considered  the  imperative  duty  of  an 
were  mixed  with  blood,  the  abdomen  was  ;  anatomical  lecturer,  I  studiously  avoided  all 
t«*nee,  very  teuder,  and  tympanitic  ;  the  |  allusion  to  the  operation  performed  by  Mr. 
patient  was  very  restless  and  feverish,  with  j  13.  Cooper.  On  Saturday  morning  last,  I  read 


a  small  pulse,  and  cold  extremities,  aud,  in 
spite  of  the  administration  of  stimulants, 
expired  on  the  9th  of  October.  On  exami- 
nation, the  brain  and  thoracic  viscera  were 
found  healthy  ;  the  liver  was  firmly  ad- 
herent to  the  peritoneum,  which  was  in- 
jected, nud  contained  a  sero  purulent  effu- 
sion ;  the  iuteatines  were  united  by  false 
membranes,  which,  in  the  left  iliac  region, 
exhibited  a  very  considerable  firmness  and 
vascularity.  On  the  left  side  of  the  uterus  a 
large  tumour  was  observed,  which,  on  a 
closer  examination,  was  found  to  be  an  enor- 


mous.abscess  communicating  with  the  fallo- 
pian tube,  which  was,  for  the  most  part,  much 
dilated,  inflamed,  aud  in  a  state  of  suppura- 
tion. At  the  bottom  of  this  abscess,  the 
ovary  was  found  in  au  enlarged  state,  and 
containing  some  purulent  matter.  The  ab- 
scess communicated  with  the  rectum  by  a 
circular  perforation,  about  the  fourth  part  of 
an  inch  in  diameter.  On  the  right  side,  the 
fallopian  tube  was  also  found  dilated  and 
inflamed,  without,  however,  leading  into  an 
abscess;  the  ovary  was  of  the  size  of  a 
hen's  egg,  and  filled  with  pus.  The  bladder 
and  uterus  were  healthy  ;  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  large  intestines,  was  ulcerated 
in  many  places. 


MB.  ORA1NGBK. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir,— In  the  report  of  the  trial  of  Cooper 
versus  Wakley,  there  are  some  questions  in 
the  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Lambert, 
which  imply  that  1  had  delivered  several 
demonstrations,  and  also  a  lecture,  with 
the  view  of  showing  that  Mr.  B.  Cooper's 
operation  of  lithotomy  was  unskilfully  per- 
formed. As  this  imputation  has  been  widely 
circulated  through  the  medium  of  the  press, 
I  am  dpsirous  of  refuting  it,  in  the  most 
public  manner,  and  I  therefore  trust  you 
will  give  insertion  to  the  following  state- 
ment in  your  next  number.  In  consequence 
of  receiving  many  applications  from  gentle- 
men attending  my  lectures,  who  were  sub- 
poenaed on  this  trial,  to  describe  to  them 
the  anatomy  of  the  perinaeum,  1  delivered  n 
lecture,  which  was  numerously  attended, 
and  among  those  present  were  several  stu- 
dents who  had  been  called  on  to  give  evi- 
dence, both  by  the  plaintiff  and  defendant. 
In  that  lecture  I  pointed  out  the  anatomica 


the  above  report  in  the  Morning  Herald,  and 
I  felt  anxious  to  have  au  opportunity  of 
stating  these  facts  in  court,  I  therefore 
inude  au  application  through  Sir  A.  Cooper 
to  that  effect ;  but  1  was  informed  by  him 
that  it  was  too  late.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, 1  had  uo  alternative  but  to  publish 
the  letter  which  appeared  in  The  Morning 
Herald,  of  Monday,  in  the  evening  of  that 
day  I  received  the  following  letter  frem  Sir 
A.  Cooper,  agd  by  his  kind  permission  1 
insert  a  copy  of  it- 

Conduit-street,  Dec.  15,  1323. 
Aly  dear  Sir, — You  have  done  exactly  as 
I  wished,  in  publishing  your  tetter.  All 
the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant 
had  been  examined  j  and  I,  who  am  igno- 
rant of  these  matters,  believed  that  it  was 
impossible  to  retrograde. 

Liy  sending  your  letter  to  the  press  you 
have  completely  exculpated  yourself. 

Believe  me,  with  real  esteem, 
Yours,  always,  most  truly, 
Astley  Cooper. 
In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  my 
colleague,  Mr.  Pitcher,  has  requested  me  to 
state,  that  in  the  demonstrations  which  he 
has  given,  be  has  carefully  abstained  from 
all  comment  on  the  above  operation. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

11.  D. Grainger. 
Broad-street  Buildings,  Dec.  16,  1828. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

From  the  space  occupied  with  the  report 
of  the  Trial,  and  comments,  we  have  been 
compelled  to  postpone  the  insertion  of  1 
ral  valuable  papers  till  next  week. 
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^^J^U^J^/AND  ON  'Au  DISEASES 
rtA^OF  WOMEN  AND  CHMREN. 


LL. 


Lbcturb  VIII. 

Besidbs  the  more  ordinary  sign*  of  preg- 
nancy, enumerated  in  a  preceding  Lecture, 
there  are,  Gentlemen,  other  indications 
which  manifest  themselves  in  particular  in- 
dividuals only,  and  which,  though  of  acci- 
dental and  anomalous  occurrence,  are,  how- 
ever, sufficiently  important  to  deserve  atten- 
tion :  to  the  consideration  of  these  we  will 
now  proceed. 

During  pregnancy,  women  sometimes 
have  certain  likings,  and  still  more  fre- 
quently their  antipathies.  Some  take  an 
aversion  to  sugar,  some  to  butter,  some  to 
wine,  and  this,  perhaps,  frbm  the  very  com- 
mencement of  their  gestation.  Sometimes 
women,  when  they  are  pregnant,  become 
emaciated  in  a  high  degree,  though  perfectly 
healthy  before  ;  the  breasts  and  abdomen 
enlarge,  but  the  other  paita  diminish,  and 
this  constitutes,  in  certain  individuals,  a 
very  conspicuous  sign  of  gestation.  It  is  an 
unwelcome, but  still  a  very  good  sign,  when 
the  temper  changes  and  becomes  more  acri- 
monious and  morose ;  for  certainly  some 
females,  who  are  naturally  amiable,  lose 
much  of  their  good  humour  when  gestation 
is  begun,  and  a  similar  change  is  observed 
in  the  disposition  of  animals ;  for  the  rabbit, 
as  delivery  approaches,  seems  to  acqnire 
increased  ferocity,  aud,  though  of  herbivo- 
rous nature,  not  infrequently  assumes  the 
disposition  of  the  cannibal,  and  is  guilty  of 
devouring  its  own  young.  With  frightful 
dreams  women  are  occasionally  affected  in 
the  course  of  pregnancy.  Dr.  I-owder  knew 
a  woman  who  actually  hired  a  nurse  to  sit 
by  her  bed  side  at  night,  and  watch  her 
countenance  while  »he  was  asleep,  that  she 
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might  be  awoke  whenever  her  perturbed 
countenance  seemed  to  show  that  she  was 
labouring  under  those  distressing  visions  of 
the  night.  The  cause  of  this  I  look  upon 
to  be,  a  hurried  circulation  of  the  blood,  and 
an  afflux  of  it  to  the  head,  the  disease  being 
allied,  in  its  nature,  to  convulsions,  an  affec- 
tion, apparently,  of  the  same  family.  Some 
two  or  three  cases  under  my  own  care  have 
hitherto  been  relieved  by  cupping  and  open- 
ing the  bowels.  The  glosses  ought  to  be  ap« 
plied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck. 

In  pregnancy,  pains  are  sometimes  felt 
in  various  parts  of  the  body  ;  in  the  fingers, 
toes,  and  more  especially  in  the  teeth.— 
Odontalgia  sometimes  affects  the  whole  ot 
one  side  of  the  jaw,  night  after  night,  for 
weeks  together,  and  this,  too,  though  the 
teeth  are  sound.  Bark,  valerian,  and  arse- 
nic are  the  remedies  which  I  have  hitherto 
found  of  use. 

It. is  about  the  third  or  fourth  month, 
nearer  the  fourth  than  ithe  third,  that  women 
have  the  peculiar  sensation  which  is  deno- 
miunted  the  quickening,  an  excellent  sign, 
consisting  in  a  certain  feeling  of  motion  in 
the  abdomen,  sickness  of  the  stomach ,  per. 
turbation  of  the  mind,  and  a  disposition  to 
fainting.  Now,  in  many  females,  these  sen- 
sations may  scarcely  De  perceived  at  all, 
the  symptoms  are  so  slight  you  cannot 
place  reliance  on  them  ;  but  in  some,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  are  very  conspicuously 
observed,  and  in  them  it  furnishes  a  valua- 
ble indication  of  pregnancy. 

When  women  are  pregnant,  too,  the  blood 
is  more  or  less  stty,  so  that  when  you  take 
away  some  two  or  three  ounces  from  the 
arm,  the  size  may  often  be  seen  clearly- 
enough  on  the  surface  of  the  crassamentum, 
and  though  this  size  may  be  produced  by 
other  causes,  ret,  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  signs,  it  forms  a  valuable  indication 
of  pregnancy. 

Impregnation  is  not  common  during  suck- 
ling, yet  it  sometimes  occurs,  especially 
after  nursing  has  been  continued  for  twelve 
or  fourteen  mouths ;  aud,  in  these  cases, 
gestation  is  indicated  by  the  failure  of  the 
milk,  for  it  rarely,  I  think,  continues  to  form 
so  copiously  after  the  first  two  or  three 
months,  and  I  suspect  that  its  quality  alters 
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You  may  set  down,  therefore,  among  the 
anomalous  signs  of  pregnancy,  this  suppres- 
sion of  the  secretion  of  the  milk,  for  where* 
ever  a  sudden  suppression  occurs,  without 
any  other  apparent  cause  to  which  it  may 
he  referred,  it  may  not,  without  reason,  be 
ascribed  to  pregnancy.  In  a  word,  all  the 
morbid  affections  to  which  the  system  be- 
comes obnoxious,  in  consequence  of  gesta- 
tion, may  be  looked  on  as  so  many  signs  of 
its  existence ;  but  having  drawn  ont  from 
these  the  indications  which  I  deem  more 
especially  deserving  of  a  separate  notice, 
for  the  rest  belonging  to  this  class,  I  must 
refer  you  to  a  future  lecture,  in  which  I 
shall  treat  of  the  diseases  of  gestation. 

When  women  are  anxious,  as  in  illegiti- 
mate gestation  more  especially,  to  know 
whether  they  are  pregnant  or  not,  there  is 
yet  a  third  mode  of  ascertaining  the  point, 
and  that  is,  by  a  careful  examination  with 
the  baud  ;  and  this,  indeed,  in  some  dubi- 
ous cases,  is  the  ouly  certain  mode  in  which 
it  can  be  investigated.  Now  the  manual 
examination  of  pregnancy  may  be  divided 
into  two  kinds ;  that  of  the  earlier,  1 
mean,  and  that  of  the  latter  months.  When 
an  investigation  is  instituted,  in  the  end 
of  a  reputed  gestation,  the  patient  may  be 
placed  in  the  recumbent  position,  with 
the  pelvis  and  shoulders  moderately  ele- 
vated, and  the  lumbar  vertebra;  depressed, 
so  as  to  approximate  the  muscles,  and  give 
a  complete  relaxation  to  the  coverings. 
Care,  too,  most  be  taken,  that  the  bladder 
be  emptied,  whether  by  the  natural  effort*, 
or  the  catheter,  as  the  interposition  of  accu- 
mulated water,  may  frustrate  the  whole 
inquiry.  The  abdominal  surface  may  be 
well  lubricated  with  oil.  These  prepara- 
tions made,  you  mny  lay  the  hand  on  the  ab- 
domen above  the  umbilicus,  often  perceiving 
there,  on  pressure,  the  gurgling  of  the  in- 
testiues,  with  some  degree  of  elasticity, 
especially  towards  the  middle  months. 
Having  completed  this  part  of  the  inquiry, 
you  next  examine  the  middle  and  inferior 
parts  in  the  way  here  demonstrated,  observ- 
ing the  outline  of  the  uterus — its  roundness 
—its  firmness  under  pressure — its  equable 
surface — its  position  in  the  middle  of  the 
abdomen — and,  in  addition  to  all  this,  in 
some  instances,  the  movements  of  the 
Foetus.  The  movements  of  the  fcetus  may, 
perhaps,  he  produced  sometimes  by  the 
sudden  application  of  a  cold  hand,  or  by 
changing  the  position  of  the  patient,  who 
muy  place  herfelf  successively  in  the  se- 
dentary, lateral,  recumbent,  or  other  pos- 
tures, while  the  hand  stiil  rests  over  the 
region  of  the  womb.  Under  these  move- 
ments, now  and  then,  1  know  not  that  1  can 
say  frequently,  the  accoucheur  may  be  able 
to  feel  the  child  distinctly — a  sudden  blow 
may  be  given  by  the  arm  or  leg  of  the 


foetus ;  and  where  there  is  no  deception 
practised  on  the  part  of  the  womau,  which 
there  will  not  be,  unless  she  is  anxious  to 
be  thought  pregnant,  this  sign  may  be  look- 
ed on  as  decisive.  I  have  sometimes  felt 
the  child  leap  three  or  four  times  in  the 
course  of  five  minutes.  This  point  investi- 
gated, you  desire  the  patient  to  change  her 
position,  and  lie  in  the  posture  of  labour, 
on  the  left  side,  close  upon  the  edge  Of  the 
bed,  with  the  loins  posteriorly,  nnd  the  ab- 
domen inclined  towards  the  mattrass,  with 
the  knees  and  bosom  mutually  approxi- 
mated, in  the  manner  so  often  demon- 
strated. Having  placed  the  patient  in  a 
proper  position,  you  then  lubricate  the 
first  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  and  pass 
to  the  os  uteri.  In  reputed  pregnancy,  an 
unbroken  hymen  is  not  impossible,  but  it  is 
no  certaiu  disproof  of  gestation  ;  it  may  he 
proper,  therefore,  still  to  continue  the  in- 
vestigation ;  and  without  much  injury  to  this 
membrane,  the  examination  may  he  made, 
but  one  finger  only  must  be  employed. 
When  one  or  more  of  the  fingers  have 
been  passed  to  the  os  uteri,  this  may  be 
found  to  be  more  or  less  expanded  ,  so  that, 
in  many  cases,  without  much  disturbance, 
the  membranes,  and  the  head  of  the  foetus, 
may  be  felt  at  the  opening,  especially  in  the 
end  of  pregnancy.  Further  pursuing  the 
investigation,  you  may  place  one  or  two 
fingers  of  the  left  hand  on  the  front  of  the 
os  uteri,  and  the  contiguous  cervix  j  making, 
at  the  same  time,  with  the  right  hand,  a 
counter-pressure  externally  above  the  pubes, 
right  or  left ;  and  by  this  manoeuvre,  pro- 
vided the  presentation  be  vertical,  the  head 
of  the  foetus  may  often  be  felt  between  the 
two  hands,  and  distinctly  enough.  Lastly, 
placing  the  fingers  upon  the  ceivix,  between 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  and  the  symphysis 
pubis,  you  may  direct  the  patient  to  assume 
a  posture  intermediate  between  the  seden- 
tary and  the  recumbent,  in  which  position 
the  head  of  the  foetus  may  often  be  felt 
through  the  neck  of  the  uterus ;  and  then,  if 
with  a  slight  blow  you  give  it  an  impulse,  it 
rises  in  the  water,  and,  in  a  second  or  two, 
subsides  upon  the  finger  again.  This,  too, 
in  many  cases,  may  be  observed  repeatedly, 
and  iu  a  mauner  too  obvious  to  admit  of  a 
mistake.  These  observations  cannot  always 
be  made,  yet  they  may  in  many  cases  ;  and 
when  they  do  occur,  whether  separately  or  in 
combination,  they  may,  I  think,  be  deemed 
decisive  ;  for  there  can  no  longer  be  a 
reasonable  doubt  of  pregnancy,  when  we 
can  feel  the  movements — the  membranes — 
and,  above  all,  the  head  of  the  foetus ;  whe- 
ther this  is  to  be  distinguished  at  the  os 
uteri,  or  through  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  or 
by  the  joint-examination  of  the  region  above 
the  pubes  externally,  and  ihe  cervix  within. 
So,  then,  by  feeling  the  membranes  ut  the 
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01  uteri,  and  sometimes  the  head — by  feel- ' 
ing  the  head  through  the  neck  of  the  uterus  ! 
internally  between  the  os  uteri  and  the  | 
symphysis  pubis — by  feeling  the  head  of 
the  foetus  interposed  between  the  two  hands 
placed  at  once  respectively,  externally,  andf 
within — by  feeling,  as  before  demonstrated, J 
the  movements  of  the  head,  as  it  rises  and 
falls  when  afloat  in  the  liquor  amnii,  you 
may,  X  think,  In  most,  if  not  all  cases,  not 
only  raise  a  high  probability  of  pregnancy, 
but  for  a  certainty  infer  its  existence  ;  aud  | 
by  this  mettied,  in  the  end  of  gestation,  1 
have  ofte  n  been  able  to  decide  the  point. 

In  the  earlier  months  of  gestation,  you 
are  sometimes  requested  to  determine  whe- 
ther the  woman  be,  or  not,  pregnant ;  and  if 
you  possess  the  requisite  dexterity,  it  is 
generally  easy  enough  to  distinguish  an  en- 
largement of  the  uterus,  but  it  is  not  so  easy 
to  determine  whether  the  enlargement  is  to 
be  attributed  to  pregnancy,  or  other  causes  ; 
for  the  womb  may  grow  in  consequence ' 
of  scirrhous,  or  polypus,  or  hydatids,  or 
moles,  or  from  a  combination  of  these  affec- ! 
tions.    An  opinion  in  the  earlier  months, ; 
therefore,  is  always,  more  or  less  doubtful ;  > 
but  these  cases  of  morbid  enlargement,  in ; 
general  practice  at  least,  are  not  very  fre- 
quent ;  so  that  if  the  woman  have  been  ex- 
posed to  the  causes  of  impregnation,  a 
womb,  as  large  as  the  foetal  head,  is  a  strong 
presumption  in  favour  of  gestation  ;  ond  \ 
the    presumption    becomes  strengthened, ; 
provided  the  patient  have  manifested,  pre- 
viously, no  indications  of  uterine  disease. 

When  anxious  to  ascertaiu  with  nicety 
what  may  be  the  bulk  of  the  womb,  in  the  j 
earlier  months,  we  may  direct  the  patient  to  . 
drink  copiously  of  water  a  fen*  bonis  before, ' 
so  as  to  enlarge  the  bladder,  which  should 
then  be  evacuated  thoroughly  by  the  cathe- 
ter, or  the  uatural  efforts,  so  as  to  relax 
thoroughly  the  abdominal  coverings  in  the 
region  of  the  pubes.  The  patient,  prepared 
in  this  manner,  is  theu  to  be  laid  upon  the 
left  side,  the  neater  the  edge  of  the  bed  the 
better,  and  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand  be- 
ing placed  on  the  os  uteri,  the  fingers  of 
the  right  hand  may  be  placed  above  the 
pubes,  where,  with  a  moderate  share  of 
manual  dexterity,  the  fundus,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  bulk  of  the  womb  may  be 
felt  in  most  cases,  unless  the  system  be  un- 
usually loaded  with  adeps.  This  observa- 
tion having  been  made  with  care,  another 
may  be  instituted;  the  fore-finger  of  the 
left  hand  may  be  placed  on  the  back  of 
the  womb,  (for  the  rectum  gives  access  to 
it,)  the  thumb  of  this  baud  may,  at  the  same 
time,  be  rested  upon  the  mouth  of  the 
uterus,  while,  as  before,  the  finders  of  the 
right  hand  may  be  applied  to  the  fundus, 
where  it  lies  above  and  behind  the  symphy- 
sis pubis  ;  and  by  this  method  of  examina- 


tion, the  bulk  of  the  uterus  may  be  again 
ascertained.  Besides  these  nicer  inquiries, 
which  all  patients  may  not  be  able  to  bear, 
two  others  may  be  essayed  ;  and  we  may 
feel  the  large  body  of  the  uterus  from  the 
vagina,  especially  near  the  symphysis  pubis ; 
and  we  may  throw  the  uterus  from  side  to 
side,  balancing  it  in  this  manner  upon,  the 
linger  ;  and  we  may  place  the  patient  in  the 
semi-recumbent  posture  of  this  image,  so 
that  the  plane  of  the  brim  may  lie  horizon- 
tally, afterwards  ascertaining  the  weight  of 
the  uterus,  by  supporting  it  upon  the  summit 
of  the  index  linger,  iuserted  for  this  purpose  a 
little  way  into  theos  uteri  when  by  the  weight, 
the  momentum,  the  bulk  of  the  uterus, 
where  it  is  felt  behind  the  symphysis,  we 
may  form  a  shrewd  conjecture  respecting 
its  general  sixe.  Thus,  then,  by  examining 
from  the  vagina,  the  rectum,  and  the  cover- 
ings of  the  abdomen  ;  by  weighing,  balanc- 
ing, and  from  behind  the  pubis  feeling  the 
body  of  the  uterus,  proceeding  in  the  way 
which  1  will  now  demonstrate,  by  means  of 
this  apparatus,  the  enlargement  of  the 
uterus  may,  in  general,  be  made  out.  Do 
not,  however,  form  your  opinion  too  hastily. 
If  necessary,  let  a  second  examination  be 
made,  at  the  end  of  a  few  weeks.  If  the 
womb  be  pregnant  in  the  course  of  this 
time,  it  will  acquire  a  considerable  incre- 
ment of  bulk,  and  this  may  further  help  our 
diagnosis  here.  All  patients  may  not  be 
able  to  beur  these  examinations.  The  neck 
of  the  womb  is,  in  some  . women,  very  flexi- 
ble ;  so  that  while  the  body  remains  motion- 
less, the  cervix  gives  way  with  facility  ; 
thus,  when  tiie  womb  is  heavy,  the  cervix 
may  move  with  little  momentum,  and  an 
npinim  taken  from  this  observation,  would 
be  liable  to  deceive. 

And  thus  much,  then,  respecting  the  in- 
dications by  which  gestation  is  known  ;  the 
ordinary,  the  anomalous,  nnd  those  which  are 
tuken  from  manual  investigation.  Should  ' 
all  these  Bigus  prove  indecisive,  there  is  still 
one  other  which  can  scarcely  fail  us  ;  but  I 
deem  it  better  not  to  mention  it ;  and  I 
should  advise  you,  if  it  be  doubtful,  to 
wait  till  the  end  of  ten  or  twelve  months, 
when,  unless  the  gestation  is  extra-uterine, 
or  out  of  all  rule,  parturition  must,  sooner  or 
Inter,  occur. 

Of  the  Means  whereby  we  may  ascertain  the  Age 
of  Gestation,  and  the  t'une  when  it  may  be 
exacted  to  dote. 

Of  the  progress  of  pregnancy,  we  may  judge 
in  two  ways,  by  the  reckouiug,  as  it  is  call- 
ed, and  by  examination,  aud  to  the  conside- 
ration of  these  methods  we  will  now  pro- 
ceed. 

As  gestation  advances,  the  neck  becomes 
expanded,  and  the  womb  enlarging,  there 
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is,  of  necessity,  an  ascent  of  the  fundus, 
which,  together  with  the  dilatation  of  the 
uterine  neck,  bears  a  certain  relation  to  the 
progress  which  the  pregnancy  has  made. 

During  the  first  three  or  four  months,  the 
whole  bulk  of  the  uterus  will  he  found  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  pelvis,  where 
the.  summit  may  often  be  felt  lodging  a 
little  above  the  brim.  As  the  fifth  month 
approaches  towards  its  close,  the  sum* 
mit  will  be  found  about  half  way  between 
the  navel  aud  the  pubea  ;  and  a  little  below 
the  naval  in  the  close  of  the  6th.  In  the 
end  of  the  seventh  month,  the  uterine  sum- 
mit is  elevated  above  the  umbilicus,  and 
lodges  half  way  between  the  umbilicus  and 
the  point  of  the  ensiform  cartilage.  In  the 
end  of  the  eighth  month,  while  in  the  close 
of  pregnancy,  the  fundus  approaches  very 
near  to  the  sternum,  unless  it  be  Bunk  again 
in  the  abdominal  cavity,  in  consequence  of 
that  preparatory  contraction  which  occurs 
during  the  last  week.  These  statements  you 
may-  receive  as  approximations  to  the  truth, 
though  not,  perhaps,  as  true  in  the  strictest 
sense.  1  have  Terified  them,  in  part,  by  my 
own  observations ;  but  never  having  turned 
my  attention  assiduously  to  this  subject,  I 
wish  it  to  be  considered,  that  1  am  not  per- 
sonally pledged  for  their  accuracy.  In  dif* 
ferent  women,  at  the  same  stage  of  preg- 
nancy, the  elevation  of  the  fundus  may 
vary  ;  nay,  it  may  vary  somewhat  with  the 
positions  of  the  body  in  the  same  individual, 
and  in  the  same  stage  of  her  pregnancy. 

Further,  the  length  of  the  cervix  bears 
a  fixed  relation  to  the  progreaa  of  preg- 
nancy ;  for,  during  the  first  five  months, 
unless  dilated  by  a  dropsy  of  the  ovum, 
the  neck  retains  its  full  length  of  an  inch 
aud  a  half ;  being  at  this  time  annexed  to 
the  body  of  the  uterus,  in  the  way  of  an 
appendix,  as  the  preparation  here  exhi- 
bited demonstrates.  Gestation,  however, 
advancing,  the  neck  expands,  so  as  to  form 
a  part  of  the  general  receptacle  for  the 
ovum.  In  the  end  of  the  sixth  month,  its 
length  is  reduced  to  one  inch ;  in  the  end 
of  the  seventh,  to  half  an  inch,  and  in  the 
course  of  the  two  remsining  months,  the 
cervix  becomes  complett-ly  dilated,  so  that 
it  oan  no  longer  be  distinguished  as  a  part 
forming  an  appendix  to  the  great  body  of 
the  uterus ;  all  which  these  preparations  so 
well  show. 

Now  if  the  patient  be  recumbent,  and  the 
bladder  be  emptied,  and  the  abdominal  re- 
vering a  be  relaxed,  and  the  abdominal  sur- 
face be  lubricated,  the  fundus  of  the  uterus 
may,  in  some  women  of  spare  habit  espe- 
cially, be  felt  distinctly  enough;  and,  by 
the  elevation  of  it,  we  may,  in  many  cases, 
judge  not  inaccurately  of  the  progress  of  the 
pregnancy,  remembering  generally,  that 
when  the  summit  is  above  the  umbilicus, 


the  gestation  is  in  the  latter  months ;  when 
below,  in  the  middle  or  the  earlier,  and  that 
during  the  first  three  months,  the  body  of 
the  womb  is  lying  entirely  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  brim.  Sometimes  the  elevation  of  the 
fundus  will  be  msde  out  more  distiuctly  by 
placing  the  patient  in  the  posture  of  psr- 
turftion,  and  placing  the  fingers  of  the  left 
hand  on  the  os  uteri,  and  those  of  the  rjght 
externally,  where  the  fundus  lies.  Nor  is 
it  difficult  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  pregnancy,  by  measuring 
the  neck ;  for  if  this  is  wholly  expanded, 
the  woman  is  in  the  end  of  the  9th  month  ; 
if  to  the  extent  of  two-thirds  only,  she  is  in 
I  the  end  of  the  ?th  ;  if  of  one-third,  in  the 
end  of  the  6th ;  and  we  may  venture  to  infer 
i  that  she  is  not  beyond  the  middle,  if  the 
neck  retain  its  full  measure.  Now,  when 
it  chances  to  be  relaxed,  the  neck  may 
sometimes  be  measured  by  passing  the 
finger  along  its  canal,  so  as  to  touch  the 
membranes;  but  1  would  condemn  this 
practice,  as  not  unlikely  to  disturb  the  pro- 
cess of  gestation ;  a  aafer  measurement  is 
afforded  by  passing  the  finger  between  the 
os  uteri  and  the  symphysis,  so  as  to  touch 
the  body,  when  the  length  from  the  uterine 
body  to  the  mouth  may  be  ascertained,  and 
with  tolerable  certainty. 

But,  independently  of  these  examina- 
tions, the  progress  of  pregnancy  is  often 
ascertained,  and  more  commodioualy,  by  that 
computation  which  is  called  the  reckoning, 
than  by  these  more  difficult  and  uncertain 
observations  on  the  length  of  the  cervix,  or 
the  ele^ntian  of  the  summit  of  the  womb. 

Human  gestation,  it  is  asserted,  is  of  forty 
weeks'  duration,  but  1  doubt  the  correct- 
ness of  this  opinion,  and  suspect,  rather, 
that  it  lasts  only  thirty-nine  weeks,  plus 
one  day.  A  friend  of  my  own  knew,  from 
peculiar  circumstances,  when  impregnation 
was  accomplished  ;  thirty-nine  weeks,  plus 
one  day,  from,  this  time  the  delivery  began. 
An  acquaintance  of  M.  Chambou  made  his 
observations  on  three  pregnancies  of  his 
lady ;  in  two  of  them,  the  delivery  com- 
menced at  the  end  of  thirty-nine  weeks, 
plus  one  day,  being  accelerated  some  few 
days,  in  one  of  the  three  cases,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  fall.  In  the  working  classes  of 
this  town,  deliveries  frequently  commence 
on  a  Sunday — for  Nature  does  not  scruple  to 
make  her  creatures  lsbour  on  that  day ;  re- 
specting the  cause  of  this  desecration,  I 
leave  you  to  draw  your  own  inference — con- 
sult Sterne,  if  you  like.  I  was  surprised 
to  learn  that,  in  a  late  investigation  beforn 
the  supreme  tribunal  of  the  empire,  nine 
months  of  the  calendar  and  forty  weeks, 
were,  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  used  inter- 
chuugeably,  as  if  they  were  commensurate 
periods  ;  the  error  will  appear  on  a  little 
calculation,  as  the  period  of  nine  months  in 
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exactly  equal  to  that  of  thirty-nine  week*, 
phis  one  day,  provided  of  these  nine  montlis, 
five  are  of  thirty  days  only,  and  four  of  thirty- 
one  ;  and  hence  the  duration  of  pregnancy, 
as  here  stated,  is  confirmed  hy  the  popular 
observation.  This  term  of  thirty-nine  weeks, 
plus  one  day,  may  be  measured  by  tbe  lunar 
months  or  the  solar,  and  the  reckoning  is 
called  long  or  short,  according  as  the  long 
or  short,  in  other  words,  tbe  calendar 
month,  or  the  month  of  four  weeks,  is  em- 
ployed in  it.  Our  women  generally  use  tbe 
long  reckoning — the  ancients  seem,  at  first, 
to  have  used  the  short. 

Rcederer  made  his  observations  on  as  many 
as  a  hondred  cases,  and  found  that  in  four 
out  of  five  of  these,  the  quickening,  formerly 
described  to  you,  occurred  in  the  fourth 
month.  When  pregnancy  occurs,  the  cata- 
menia  are  usually  suspended  from  the  first. 

Now,  with  these  data,  it  is  by  no  means 
difficult  to  ascertain  tbe  date  of  delivery 
with  useful  accuracy,  for  I  believe  it  will 
generally  take  place  five  months  after  the 
quickening,  nine  months  after  sexual  inter- 
course, and  about  nine  months  and  a  fort- 
night after  the  last  appearance  of  the  ca- 
tamenia,  later  or  sooner  by  a  few  days. 

A  lady  once  told  Lowder,  that  her  de- 
livery would  occur  on  the  civic  festival,  the 
ninth  of  November,  and  her  decision  was 
confirmed  by  the  event.  When  the  reck- 
oning is  grounded  on  the  intercourse,  its 
accuracy  is  sometimes  surprising  ;  the  reck- 
oning from  the  amenorrheas  and  the  quick- 
ening are  not  equally  exact,  yet  women  are 
in  general  compelled  to  adopt  them.  Some- 
times, however,  furtive  intercourse,  a  se- 
paration from  the  husband,  or  peculiar  sen- 
sations felt  about  the  bladder,  the  sacrum, 
and,  in  general,  the  central  parts  of  the  body, 
a  few  hours  at'ter  using  our  sex,  are  found 
to  mark  out  clearly  enough  the  congress  by 
which  impregnation  has  been  produced. 

I  perceive,  Gentlemen,  that  our  time  is 
expired,  and  1  shall,  therefore,  abruptly 
conclude. 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 


OK  HYDROPHOBIA. 

Hy  Dr.  Ch.  Maver.a/ Peteriburgh. 

The  author  points  out  two  remedies  to 
which  the  lower  classes  iu  Russia,  from 
time  immemorial,  hove  attached  the  moat 
implicit  credit  as  preventatives  of  rabies ; 
KuphorbinCvparisaias,*  and  Ancliusn  Offici- 
nalis, they  tire  lakeu  in  concentrated  decoc- 


A  species  of  spurge. 


tions,  and  are  even  said  to  have  cured 
hydrophobia,  which,  however,  is  doubted 
by  Dr.  Mayer. 

As  to  the  sublingual  vesicles  of  Maro- 
chetli,  be  has  never  seen  them,  nor  could 
they  be  discovered  in  any  one  of  the  fifty 
individuals  affected  with  rabies,  who  were 
treated  in  the  hospital  of  Moscow. 

Tbe  swallowing  of  a  large  quantity  of 
fresh  blood  has  lately  been  recommended ; 
and  Dr.  Mayer  was  informed  that,  in  the 
southern  parts  of  Russia,  the  blood  of  the 
Anas  Clypeatat  is  so  universally  employed  in 
hydrophobia,  that  the  bird  is  bred  for  this 
purpose  alone.  There  exist,  however,  no 
proofs  of  the  efficacy  of  this  method. 

Dr.  Mayer  relates  two  cases  of  hydropho- 
bia, which,  fiom  their  pathological  and 
therapeutical  interest,  deserve  the  atten- 
tion of  our  readers. 

1.  A  man,  forty  years  of  age,  was,  in  the 
month  of  May,  1820,  bitten  by  a  cat ;  the 
wound  healed  in  four  days.  On  the  19th 
of  March,  1821,  he  was  tormented  by  a  vio- 
lent venereal  desire,  which  he,  however, 
did  not  satisfy.  On  the  evening  of  the 
same  day  he  became  morose,  and  had  all 
the  precursory  symptoms  of  rabies,  which 
first  manifested  itself  on  the  25th  of  May, 
by  .a  violent  shivering  and  terror  at  the 
sight  of  tbe  holy  water,  in  a  church.  He 
was  immediately  carried  into  the  hospital, 
and  soon  exhibited  all  the  symptoms  of 
confirmed  hydrophobia.) fr,rJ'Ae  contact  of 
tepid  water  caused  less  shivering  and  con- 
vulsions thau  that  of  cold  water,  and  there 
was  no  dread  of  bright  surfaces.  The  cica- 
trix of  the  wound  was  scarified,  and  covered 
with  a  blister;  five  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  from  the  arm  ;  and,  accoiding  to  Ma- 
gendie's  plan,  a  pint  of  water,  at  101  de- 
grees, was  injected  into  the  cephalic  vein 
of  the  right  arm,  during  which  operation 
the  patient  had  a  burning  sensation  in  the 
left  subclavian  region  :  after  it,  the  pulse 
fell  from  90  to  60,  aud  became  very  small. 
This  injection  of  warm  water  was  twice  re- 
peated in  the  space  of  about  eight  hours, 
and  accompanied  by  nearly  the  same  symp- 
toms; the  vein  became,  i:t  its  whole  course, 
turgid  and  painful,  ami  the  patient  com- 
plained of  a  very  unpleasant  sensation  of 
heaviness  in  the  region  of  the  heart.  At 
midnight  a  profuse  perspiration  came  on, 
especially  on  the  chest,  without,  however, 
beint;  followed  b}'  any  alteration  in  his  state. 
On  the  *Jjth  of  May,  the  injection  was  re- 
peated ;  to  the  dread  of  water,  a  perfect 
horror  of  wind,  or  any  movement  in  the  air, 
succeeded.  At  noon,  he  was  prevailed  upon 
to  take  some  hot  beer,  of  which  he  at  last, 


t  A  bird  of  the  duck  kind,  called  the 
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by  means  of  a  long  tube,  succeeded  in  swal- 
lowing three  ounces  ;  it  was,  however,  soon 


apoplectic  fit.  Leeches  and  cupping  seemed 
to  cause  a  remission  of  the  symptoms,  bat 


brought  up  again.  On  the  26th,  tepid  water  they  soon  returned  with  increased  violence, 
was  injected  a  fifth  time,  but  tetanic  con- i  and  be  died  on  the  same  day.  His  body, 
vulsions  supervened,  and  he  died  the  same  also,  exhibited  no  signs  of  the  plague.  On 


day. 


tbe  2d  of  May  I  was  requested  to  see  the 


On  examination,  the  pia  mater  was  found  widow,  who,  1  was  told,  was  slightly  indis- 
much  infiltrated  ;  tbe  substance  of  the  brain  posed  from  excessive  grief.  1  hastened  to 
hard  and  injected  ;  the  vessels  of  the  pons  her  house,  hut  she  had  already  expired. 
Varolii  and  medulla  oblongata,  particularly  1  Thirty-six  hours  after  this  event  1  was  my- 


near  the  origin  of  the  auditory,  fascial,  pneu- 
mogastric  glossopharyngeal  and  hypoglossal 
nerves,  were  gorged  with  blood  ;  the  arach- 
noid of  the  spinal  chord  was  injected,  and 
contained  a  serous  effusion  ;  the  salivary 
glands  were  filled  with  a  dark  liquid  blood. 

2.  A  young  man  had  an  ulcer  on  the  left 
leg,  which  he  suffered  his  dog  to  lick  fre- 
quently ;  it  healed  within  a  short  time,  but 
the  dog  shortly  became  rabid,  and  six-and- 
tweuty  months  afterwards  the  young  man 
was,  without  any  further  assiguable  cause, 
attacked  with  hydrophobia.  In  this  patient, 
also,  dread  of  the  least  movement  in  the 
air  was  observed.  He  died  on  tbe  eighth 
day  of  the  disease. 

On  examination,  the  brain  and  medulla 
spinalis  presented  unequivocal  signs  of  in- 
flnmmation,  which  appeared  to  have  had  its 
principal  seat  in  the  coats  of  the  cerebral 
nerves.— Hufeland's  Journal. 


ON  THE  ri.AOUK  IN  ALEXANDRIA. 


L'Ami  du  ffien,  a  Journal  published  at 
Marseilles,  contains  tho  remarks  of  un  Ita- 
lian physician,  who,  during  a  residence  of 
five  years  at  Alexandria,  had  a  frequent  op- 
portunity of  observing  the  plague. 

"  It  manifested  itself,  (says  he,)  in  1815, 
at  the  time  when  the  European  inhabitants  j  municate  the  plague  ;  and  a  certain  predis- 


setf  seized  with  a  violent  fit  of  shivering 
and  convulsions,  which  terminated  in  fre- 
quent vomiting.  Within  a  few  hours  my 
body  was  covered  with  buboes,  caibuncles, 
and  petechia;.  This  dreadful  disease  con- 
tinued for  two  months,  and  my  recovery  was 
not  completed  before  a  twelvemonth.  Of 
my  five  servants,  four  were  victims  to  their 
zeal,  or  rather  their  Turkish  fatalism  j  the 
fifth  escaped  the  disease  altogether.  Dr. 
Audriac,  a  French  physician,  who,  with  tbe 
greatest  intrepidity  exposed  himself  to  the 
infection,  without  uring  any  other  precau- 
tion than  frequent  washing  with  aromatic 
vinegar,  and  wearing  a  dress  of  cere-cloth, 
paid  me  a  visit :  two  days  afterwards  he 
died  with  a  bubo.  During,  and  after  my 
recovery,  I  saw  and  came  in  contact  with 
many  patients,  as  I  considered  myself  per- 
fectly free  from  danger  ;  and.  the  observa- 
tions which  I  had  thus  the  opportunity  of 
making,  convinced  me,  that  the  plagoe  is  a 
much  more  varied  disease  than  is  generally 
believed.  The  following  are  the  results  to 
which  I  was  finally  led  :— . 

1.  The  plague  is  endemic  in  Egypt,  but 
its  manifestation  depends  on  several  causes, 
which  seem  to  prevail  only  from  March  to 
the  end  of  July. 

2.  Contact  alone  is  not  sufficient  to  com- 


were  enjoying  the  pleasures  of  the  carnival. ;  position  is  necessary  for  the  infection. 
According  to  the  custom  of  the  country, ;    3.  Tor  its  propagation  from  one  place  to 


every  body  kept,  from  this  moment,  at !  another,  a  peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere, 
home.  1  could  not,  however,  consent  to  |  and  the  re-union  of  several  circumstances, 
shut  myself  up  in  the  Trench  quarter,  and  1  are  necessary.  During  my  stay  in  Egypt, 
had  but  too  soon  sufficient  reasons  for  re-  Cairo  was  almost  constantly  exempt  from  it, 

in  spite  of  the  continual  communication  be- 


gretting  my  obstinacy.  On  the  2.V.h  of 
April,  I  was  requested  to  visit  a  female 
servant  of  the  Austrian  Consul-General,  M. 
Oodard.  This  gentleman  assured  me  that 
she  was  not  affected  wit'.i  the  plague,  and, 
to  overcome  my  repugnance,  touched  her 
himself.  Having  carefully  examined  the 
patient,  I  found  her  labouring  under  violent 
pneumonia,  and  ordered  leeches  to  the 
chest;  but  when  I,  shortly  afterwards,  re- 
turned to  see  her,  she  was  dead,  after  an 
illness  of  no  more  than  thirty-two  hours. 
On  her  body  neither  buboes  and  pustnles, 
nor  the  least  eruption,  were  visible,  so  that, 
according  to  the  general  notions,  6he  had 
not  been  affected  with  the  plague.  A  few 
days  afterwards,  I  was  suddenly  sent  for  to 
M.  Godard,  who  had  been  seized  with  an 


tween  it  and  infected  places,  by  travellers, 
letters,  and  merchandise. 

4.  Negroes  and  foreigners,  especially  if 
recently  arrived,  are  most  exposed  to  the 
contagion. 

5.  In  some  years  it  rather  attacks  chil- 
dren, wounded  and  timid  persons ;  in  short, 
to  all  those  who  are  of  an  asthenic  disposi- 
tion ;  quarantine  is,  in  such  years,  of  no 
use.  Such  was  the  plague  in  181. i  and 
181R;  the  slightest  indigestion,  or  excess 
in  drinking,  frigbt,  accidents,  the  most 
trifling  wound,  even  from  bleeding,  or  the 
action  of  a  purgative,  was,  almost  without 
any  exception,  followed  by  the  plague,  in 
3pite  of  the  roost  rijjorous  quarantine. 

6.  In  other  years  it  rath vr  attacks  adults, 
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and  persona  of  a  robust  constitution  ;  and 
theu  quarantine  alone  is  sufficient  to  protect 
tkem  against  infection.  This  was  the  case 
in  18J6  and  1817. 

7.  In  those  years  where  the  plague  is  of  an 
asthenic  nature,  no  medical  assistance  is  of 
any  effect;  i^cao  at  best  but  aid  nature  dur- 
ing the  crisis. 

8.  When  it,  on  the  contrary,  exhibits  a 
sthenic  character,  the  strongest  sedatives, 
especially  emetics,  digitalis,  and  prussic 
acid,  in  full  doses,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
disease,  are  of  the  most  salutary  effect ;  in 
such  years  the  mortality  is  much  greater, 
owing  to  the  Turkish  fatalism  and  indo- 
lence, than  it  would  necessaiily  be  if  proper 
precautions  were  taken. 

9.  The  plague  not  unfrequently  attacks 
the  same  person  more  than  once,  but  hardly 
ever  in  the  same  year. 


EPIDEMV  IN  PABIS. 

This  epidemy,  of  which  we  gave  some 
cases  in  No.  $69,  has  by  no  means  sub- 
sided, as  appears  from  the  French  medical 
journals,  and  the  discussions  in  the  medical 
societies  of  Paris.  At  the  time  of  our  first 
report  we  observed,  that  there  was  a  strik- 
ing analogy  between  it  and  the  disease 
called  raphonia ;  and  it  seems  that  the 
French  physicians  are  now  of  the  same 
opinion.  A  committee  has  been  appointed 
by  the  Academie  Hoy  ale  de  Mcdecine,  to 
inquire  iuto  its  causes  and  nature,  and  we 
shall  give  an  extract  of  the  report  as  soon 
as  it  appears. 
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SB,  MONRO. 

'*  Nsably  twenty-five  years,"  exclaims 
the  learned  professor,  with  whose  name 
these  sketches  are  resumed,  "  have  I  been 
employed  in  the  composition  of  my  work," 
nlluding  to  bis  late  book  on  the  brain.  In 
this  heart-broken  ejaculation,  the  predomi- 
nant feature  of  Dr.  Monro's  character  is 
faithfully  embodied.  Though  obviously  in- 
tended as  a  testimony  of  the  labour  bestowed 
on  the  volume,  and  of  its  consequent  value, 
to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  the  peculia- 
rities of  the  author,  this  unguarded  reflec- 
tion souuds  as  the  self-grutulation  of  indo- 
lence on  completing  a  painful  task.  It  must 


have  keen  written  to  the  dreamy  music  of  a 
yawn.  The  wonder  is  not,  indeed,  that  he 
should  have  been  occupied  so  long  in  an  . 
undertaking  of  the  kind,  but  that  be  should 
have  ever  embarked  in  such  a  speculation 
at  all.  Not  that  he  does  not  possess  qua* 
li  neat  ions  for  the  accomplishment  of  a  much 
more  extensive  and  better  executed  design 
than  any  of  those  which  he  has  performed  j 
but  that  his  industry  bears  no  proportion  to 
his  abilities  and  love  of  ease.  Between  his 
animal  and  intellectual  properties,  a  perfect 
equilibrium  seems  to  he  established  ;  or,  as 
the  phrenologists  would  express  it,  the  cere- 
bral organs  are  exact!}'  balanced  by  the  con- 
tents of  the  cerebellum.  Had  not  this  balance 
of  the  faculties  kept  him  in  some  measure  sta- 
tionary on  the  road  to  eminence,  he  might, 
ere  this,  be  occupying  a  place  in  the  "  tem- 
ple of  fame,"  along  with  his  illustrious  an- 
cestors, instead  of  being  an  appropriate  in- 
mate for  another  "  Castle  of  Indolence." 

lu  person  and  manner,  the  Doctor  looks 
his  laziness  to  admiration.  His  magnitude 
confers  a  sort  of  corporeal  dignity  on  6 loth. 
Accurately  measured,  he  stands  about  six 
feet ;  and  is  awkward  in  his  movements  in 
proportion  to  his  bulk.  In  the  extent  of 
organisation  included  in  this  ample  dimen- 
sion, it  would  he  difficult  to  discover  one 
illustration  of  the  laws  of  mechanical  con- 
cord. The  component  parts  of  his  frame 
seem  as  if  they  had  run  wild  during  their 
growth,  in  the  indulgence  of  idleness  and 
alimentary  excess,  ilia  frame  presents  a 
"  concurs  discordia  "  of  members  and  mo- 
tions, in  which,  though  one  side  of  the. 
figure  corresponds  anatomically  with  the 
other,  and  each  joint  performs  its  dnty  cor- 
rectly, yet  symmetry  has  been  preserved 
without  beauty,  and  functional  efficiency 
without  harmony  of  action.  He  might  sit 
for  a  frontispiece  to  Boyer  on  dislocations ; 
bis  person  being  a  personification  of  a  lux- 
ation, and  his  gait  of  a  civil  war  of  muscu- 
lar motions.  To  see  this  innocuous  defini- 
tion exemplified,  (at  which  the  Doctor  him- 
self will  scarcely  take  the  trouble  to  smile,) 
you  should  be  a  little  behind  him  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street,  as  he  laboured 
on  about  one  o'clock  to  the  University,  along 
the  North  Bridge,  through  one  of  those 
snow  or  sleet  storms,  which  are  much  more 
frequent  than  agreeable  in  the  capital  of 
Scotland.  Just  about  the  middle  of  that 
"  porta  veutorum,"  the  North  Bridge,  he 
appears  to  repent  of  having  ventured  abroad 
without  a  t;reatco>it,  with  which  his  robust 
constitution  und  nati.mul  contempt  for  in- 
cleu/ent  weatlu-r,  induces  him  to  dispense. 
As  lie  ascends  fie  hill,  the  storm  confined 
within  the  barriers  of  that  vast  chasm, 
which  divides  the  old  from  the  new  town  of 
Edinburgh,  assails  him  with  increased  ve- 
hemence ;  he  draws  the  skirts  of  his  frock 
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around  his  knees  with  one  hand,  with  the  1  which  is  well  calculated  to  allay  any  itt« 


other  he  firmly  grasps  the  collar  across  the 
neck  ;  and  with  the  head  leaning  to  wind- 
ward, and  his  motious  thus  impeded,  he 
rocks  from  side  to  side  up  the  steep,  like  a 
most  in  a  tempest.  About  the  Tron  Church 
coach  stand,  his  vibration  is  partially  stea- 
died, by  a  speculation  of  saving  a  shilling, 
and  the  prudence  of  evading  the  hurricane 
by  a  drive  to  the  College.  The  coachmen, 
who  amuse  themselves  at  this  corner  at  the 
expense  of  passengers,  knowing  the  Doc- 
tor's contempt  for  hard  weather,  and  his 
respect  for  a  fare,  throw  a  glance  alter- 
nately at  him  and  one  of  the  vehicles  ;  but 
proof  against  the  sarcastic  invitation  to 
shelter,  he  makes  up  his  mind  for  the  worst, 
and  the  propriety  of  sparing  the  expense, 
and  so  works  on  in  a  sort  of  oscillatory  pace, 
in  which  a  deficiency  of  motion  in  one  side 
is  compensated  for  by  excess  in  the  otber. 

Having  gained  his  private  apartment  in 
the  University,  he  spreads  himself  out  be- 
fore a  fire,  in  an  attitude  expressive  of  the 
most  comfortable  obliviscence  ef  the  sleet 
and  his  pupils.  While  the  moisture  is  thus 
evaporating  from  his  garments,  he  is  learn- 
ing the  heads  of  his  lecture  from  his  assist- 


pulses  of  dislike  which  this  conduct  might 
excite,  though  rather  irregular  in  its  details, 
the  general  contour  of  the  physiognomy 
pleases  by  its  peculiarities.  Like  one  of 
those  rugged  precipices  or  crags  to  be  found 
in  every  part  of  bis  native  country,  whose 
rudeness  is  occasionally  softened  into  beauty, 
by  some  scattered  shrubs  and  wild  flowers 
smiling  in  the  sunshine,  the  otherwise 
harsh  and  angular  lineaments  of  the  face  are 
corrected  by  the  charm  of  combined  effect, 
and  made  to  awaken  sensations  of  pleasure 
in  the  mind  of  the  spectator.  Upwards  of 
fifty  years  have  apparently  denuded  his 
head  to  nearly  half  its  extent,  leaving  a 
broad  expanse  of  forehead,  rich  in  many  of 
the  most  valuable  eminences  laid  down  on 
the  craniological  in  up  of  mind,  and  shaded 
by  a  thin  fringe  of  hair,  in  whose  fading 
hues  may  still  be  xliscovered  a  predomi- 
nance of  the  sandy,  or  national  colour.  This 
rough  but  respectable  pile  of  intellectual 
prominences  rises  on  the  solid  foundation 
of  a  massy  brow,  underneath  which  a  pair 
of  small,  greyish,  and  rather  circular  eyes, 
pour  out  on  the  beholder  an  incessant 
stream  of  keen,  searching,  sarcastic  light, 


ant,  Mr.  Mackenzie  ;  to  whose  keeping  he  j  and  approximating  unusually  close  at  the 
is  in  the  habit  of  committing  his  recollec-  base  of  a  nose  flattened  at  its  origin,  and 
tton,  as  royal  personages  do  their  con-  j  taking  a  direction  upwards  to  its  extre- 


scienceg  to  ecclesiastical  remembrancers. 
This  regal  process  of  preparation  for  com- 
municating  instruction  being  completed, 
and  a  suflkiency  of  caloric  being  taken  in 
for  the  next  hour,  he  walka  forth  into  the 
class  room,  his  face  beaming  with  that 
habitual  good  humour  which,  iudeed,  is  es- 
sentially necessary,  as  it  is  always  effective 
in  conciliating  the  feelings  of  students  de- 
layed daily  from  a  quarter  to  half  an  hour; 
and  who,  of  all  men  living,  move  in  the 
most  regulated  subjection  to  the  despo- 
tism of  the  hour-glass.  To  his  cheerful 
appearance  on  those  occasions,  I  have 
rarely  witnessed  an  exception,  but  with 
a  fall  in  the  funds,  or  a  rise  in  the  price  of 
anatomical  materials.  Whenever,  indeed, 
tbe  Edinburgh  Evening  Courant  announces  a 
shade  lower  in  the  money  market,  or  con- 
tains an  account  of  the  interception  of  a 
consignment  of  pickled  Patlanders  at  the 
ports  of  Dublin,  Belfast,  or  Greenock,  not 
all  the  Doctor's  happy  indifference  is  able 
to  dispel  the  gloom,  with  which  the  sad  in- 
telligence iuvests  his  countenance.  Irrita- 
bility, however,  in  any  of  its  various  forms, 
is  not  one  of  his  permanent  characteristics. 
Notwithstanding  the  daily  provocations  to 
displeasure  with  which  he  treats  his  class, 
by  his  neglect  of  punctuality,  a  mutual  in- 
terchange of  good  feeling  always  exists  be- 
tween them.    There  is,  indeed,  running 


mity,  communicate  to  this  region  of  the 
countenance  a  cast  of  Tartar  acuteness,  or 
Highland  cunning,  mingled  with  somewhat 
of  its  fierceness.  The  shortness  of  the 
neck,  too,  placing  the  head  almost  on  a 
level  with  the  shoulders,  the  latter  being 
apparently  elevated,  and  the  former  de- 
pressed by  a  habit  of  shrugging,  in  which 
he  constantly  indulges,  assists  materially  in 
the  production  of  this  look  of  severe  and 
crouching  vigilance.  Illuminated  by  the 
light  of  a  smile,  which  diffuses  itself  from 
the  lips  over  every  part  of  the  face,  and. 
softens  all  its  asperities,  the  contour  of  the 
whole  impresses  you  with  the  idea  of  one 
whose  social  and  intellectual  qualities,  di- 
rected in  a  proper  channel,  are  formed  to 
please  and  to  improve,  but  whose  passions 
it  might  not  be  perfectly  safe  to  awaken. 

The  singularity  of  the  Doctor's  person  is 
more  than  rivalled  by  the  eccentricity  of  his 
costume.  He  adheres,  of  course,  to  the  pro- 
fessional vice  of  wearing  white  neck-cloths, 
with  this  difference,  that  his  are  generally  of 
a  dusky  yellow,  owing,  I  presume,  to  some 
peculiarity  in  the  period,  or  the  process  of 
washing  them.  In  defiance  of  the  late  im- 
provements in  the  art  of  folding  and  knot- 
ting these  articles,  bis  is  drawn  round  his 
neck  with  the  simplicity  of  a  coHof  capel' 
round  a  capstan,  tbe  tie  being  not  usire- 
quenlly  plnced  above  one  of  his  ears.  The 


through  the  grotesque  expression  of  his  fea-  constant  use  of  black  is,  however,  not  one  of 
'.ares,  a  shade  of  humour  and  good  nature,  j  his  foiblea  :  an  old  blue  coat,  with 
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buttons,  is,  I  think,  bis  favourite  fot  the 
lecture-room.  The  length  of  its  services, 
I  presume,  entitle  it  to  his  respect,  While 
the  freedom  of  its  make,  particularly  fits  it 
for  oratorical  exertion.  To  me,  at  least,  he 
never  seems  so  happy  in  mind,  or  felicitous 
in  bis  diction,  as  when  arrayed  in  this 
venerable  relic  of  the  wardrobe.  There  is 
another  part  of  man's  apparel,  which  com- 
mon consent  has  rendered  anonymous  in 
print,  but  which,  spoken  of  in  the  plural 


heterogeneous  ideas  into  one  continuous 
discourse,  for  an  hour.  No  matter  which 
member  of  a  phrase  presents,  the  lubricity 
of  his  colloquial  organs  affords  the  concep- 
tion a  facile  delivery  ;  whether  matured  or 
monstrous,  redundant  or  deficient,  it  is  hur- 
ried into  being  without  a  pain,  and,  like 
the  young  bear,  is  afterwards  licked!  into 
shape.  He  comes  at  it  again  and  again ; 
rounds  off  its  asperities  here  ;  supplies  some 
defect  there  ;  until,  by  this  process  of  rhe- 


number,  I  imagine  will  be  very  generally  torical  moulding,  he  at  length  succeeds  iu 


understood.  These  anonymous  articles  ;  reducing  a  proposition,  if  not  into  an  ele- 
throw  much  light  on  the  Doctor's  taste  in  \  gant,  at  least  into  an  intelligible  form.  The 
toilet  arrangements.  Their  original  tint  is  I  machinery,  as  it  may  be  not  inaptly  called, 
also  usually  blue  ;  but,  in  the  advanced9  by  which  this  patch-work  species  of  mono- 


stuges  of  their  existence,  such  ss  they  are 
commonly  seen  in  on  the  Professor,  they 
come  under  (be  denomination  of  what,  I  be- 
liere,  clothiers  call  "  mixtures."  Whether, 
owing  to  the  fault  of  the  maker,  or  the  phi- 
losophic indifference  of  the  wearer,  one 
side  of  them  is  generally  higher  than  the 
other — it  si  fat  vita  toqui  ;  1  have,  more  than 
once,  seen  a  remarkable,  but  indescribable 
part  of  their  structure  open  during  a  whole 
lecture.  But,  to  quit  these  unapproach- 
able premises, — he  sometimes  reverses  the 
order  of  fashion,  and  wears  one  of  their  ex- 
tremities in  the  Hamlet  style,  twisted 
within  a  Wellington  boot.  Yet  has  he  his 
own  ideas  of  neatness :  in  his  demonstra- 
tions, he  sports  a  pair  of  gloves  through 
which  his  fingers  appear ;  and  though  not 
quite  so  awful  as  the  gauntlets  of  Dares  or 
Kn  tell  us,  they  were  never  better  bespatter- 
ed with  blood  and  brains.  A  cotton  checked 
apron,  the  string  of  which  pretty  well  de- 
fines the  clerical  rotundity  of  his  waist, 
completes  his  anatomical  costume,  arrayed 
in  which,  and  wielding  a  rusty  scalpel  iu 
one  band,  and  a  bloody  forceps  in  the  other, 
be  presents,  if  I  may  he  allowed  the  use  of 
an  illustration  entirely  destitute  of  inten- 
tional offence,  a  tolerably  accurate  persoua- 
tiouof  the  genius  of  the  shambles. 

The  Professor  of  Anatomy,  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh,  invariably  commences 
and  concludes  by  a  profound  bow ;  it  is  a 
magnificent  specimen  of  the  good  old  school 
of  politeness  to  which  he  belongs.  He  puts, 
indeed,  his  whole  heart  and  soul  into  this 
transaction,  at  least  ;  his  venerable  head 


logue  is  elaborated,  is  singularly  curious, 
but  certainly  well  adapted  for  the  purpose. 
To  understand  it,  you  will  perceive  that 
the  Doctor  divides  his  discourses  into  no 
less  than  four  kinds  of  "  Observations," — 
Observations  general,"  Observations 
very  general,"  "  Observations  particular,'* 
and  "  Observations  very  particular."  Com- 
mencing, of  course,  with  the  first  of  these 
divisions,  he  runs  an  idea  through  the  whole 
series,  until,  like  a  piece  of  manufacture 
submitted  to  different  processes  in  a  mill, 
the  proposition  is  evolved  fit  for  use,  hav- 
ing undergone  the  necessary  labour  through 
all  these  devices  of  definition.  He  is,  iu 
fact,  for  ever  making  "  observations;"  they 
are  the  mould  into  which  be  casts  whatever 
information  he  has  to  communicate ;  the 
very  pronunciation  of -this  talismanic  word, 
like  the  muttering  of  a  charm,  conjures  up 
in  his  memory  the  precise  facts  which  he 
may  require.  While  making  the  "  obser- 
vations," he  looks  listlessness  itself,  and  his 
voice  sounds  the  very  murmur  of  ennui. 
His  muscles  scarcely  evince  a  conscious- 
ness of  the  force  of  his  own  expressions ; 
while  his  tones,  loud,  broad,  aud  Scottish, 
follow  each  other  in  a  booming  undulatiou 
of  alternate  cadence  and  emphasis :  accom- 
panied by  the  drowsy  symphony  of  u  storm 
beating  over  the  dome  of  his  splendid  thea- 
tre, they  present  an  irresistible  provocation 
to  sleep  ;  aud  I  have  seen  many  of  the  class, 
poor  lads !  so  overcome  by  the  Doctor's 
duet  with  Kolus,  and  the  fatigue,  I  pre- 
sume, of  study,  that  they  fell,  one  after  the 
other,  into  us  profound  a  repose  us  if  they 


making  a  profound  sweep  through  the  air,  j  hud  been  listening  to  a  sermon, 
and  his  lips  and  eyes  closing  as  if  with  the]  Notwithstanding  his  habitual  apathy  to 
inteuseness  of  his  humility.  Recovered  \  effect,  he  is  capable  of  slroiic  emotion,  ani- 
from  the  effects  of  this  deep  obeisance,  he  •  mating  delivery,  perspicuous  phraseology, 
proceeds,  and,  like  most  men  who  say :  and  lucid  arrangement.  On  favourite  sub- 
what  comes  first,  he  is  a  fluent  speaker.  The 'jects,  and  w;tli  his  energies  thoroughly 
current  of  bis  conversation  is  never  for  a  j  roused  to  action,  he  commands  and  carries 
moment  interrupted  by  the  qualms  of  sen-  along  with  him  the  whole  attention  aud  feel- 
tence-making;  he  seems  to  have  no  defi-  \  iugs  of  his  auditory.  On  those  days  when 
nite  notion  of  periods,  but, like  the  prophets  i  he  mounts  from  ths  demonstrating  table, 
Mad  other  writers  of  tho  law,  he  unites,  by  ',  to  a  sort  of  rostrum  overlooking  the  benches 
a  scriptural  use  of  copulatives,  tho  most  j  of  the  theatre,  and  not  inappropriately  called 
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the  «  Dottor'a  Pdpit,"  his  talent  rises 
with  bis  ascent,  and,  on  surgery  and  philo- 
sophy, he  is  often  deeply  interesting.  It 
is  here,  on  these  topics,  that  the  masculine 
power  of  his  mind,  and  the  resources  of 
study,  may  be  best  witnessed.  Each  of 
these  subjects  he  amply  illustrates  by  a  co- 
pious display  of  fact  and  anecdote,  with  the 
soundest  arguments  to  support  his  opinions. 
For  the  elucidation  of  his  discourses  on 
these  occasions,  his  splendid  museum  sffords 
every  necessary  preparation  ;  it  is  rich  in 
tie  accumulated  treasures  of  three  genera- 
tions of  an  anatomical  family.  In  the  ap- 
plication of  the  arts  of  painting  and  eugrav- 
iug  to  scientific  purposes,  he  is  partial  even 
to  enthusiasm,  and  he  consequently  pos- 
sesses many  of  these  productions  of  a  very 
superior  description.  The  occasions,  how- 
ever, on  which  ho  happens  to  shake  off  the 
lethargy  pf  indolence,  and  to  show  the 
strength  of  his  nund,  are  of  rare  occurrence  ; 
and,  with  all  the  talent  and  information  ne- 
cessary for  a  first-rate  lecturer,  his  dis- 
courses are  desultory,  inanimate,  and  im- 
perfect ;  he  passes  from  theme  to  theme, 
quite  insensible  of  the  consequences  which 
must  ensue  to  his  pupils.  The  University 
of  Edinburgh  is,  therefore,  as  yet  without 
a  regular  course  of  surgery ;  for,  from  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  confounded  with  the 
anatomical  course  by  Dr.  Monro,  no  student 
could  possibly  comprehend  the  nature  and 
eitent  of  that  science.  By  this  absurd  con- 
fusion, both  courses,  indeed,  sre  incom- 
plete, for  the  one  is  for  ever  interfering 
with  the  other  ;  every  thing  about  him,  his 
manuscripts,  papers,  and  penmanship,  bear 
marks  of  this  indomitable  propensity  to 
slovenliness,  I  have  heard  him,  during  a 
whole  lecture,  demonstrate  an  artery  for  a 
vein  ;  confound  the  symphysis  pubis  with 
the  symphysis  roenti ;  and  read  a  case 
nearly  to  the  end,  without  perceiving  that  it 
had  not  the  slightest  reference  to  the  matter 
under  consideration.  His  various  publish- 
ed writings,  too,  bear  ample  proofs  of  this 
negligence,  not  only  in  composition,  hut  in 
facts,  a  copious  "  errata''  of  which,  as  oc- 
curing  in  his  late  work  on  the  Brain,  was 
sometime  hack  supplied  by  the  critical  acu- 
men of  Dr.  Mackintosh,  in  this  Journal. 
With  his  pupils  he  ib,  however,  a  general 
favourite,  to  whom  he  is  invariably  nffable 
and  communicative,  and  lenient,  1  under- 
stand, as  an  examiner.  1  have  repeatedly 
seen  him,  with  a  condescension  which  docs 
him  honour,  go  over  a  whole  demonstration 
a  second  time,  to  the  junior  and  more  atten- 
tive part  of  the  class,  pointing  out  each  ob 
jec.t  to  their  notice,  nnd  explaining  away 
difficulties  with  the  patience  and  affection 
of  a  parental  instructor.  For  this  charac- 
teristic trait,  his  celebrated  ancestors  were 
also  remarkable,  who  were  not  only  in  the 


habit  of  cherishing,  by  supererogatory  in- 
struction and  encouragement  any  symptoms 
of  extraordinary  industry  in  their  pupils,  but 
of  rebuking  inattention  by  a  personal  ad- 
dress to  the  offender  during  lecture.  This 
manly  and  generous  exercise  of  the  autho- 
rity of  a  honest  teacher,  is  b\it  ill  exchanged 
for  the  cold  reserve  aud  politeness  of  our 
modern  preceptors.  In  the  sciences  which 
are  considered  collateral  or  subsidiary  to 
medicine,  as  well  as  in  classical  learning,  he 
is  considered  to  be  learned.  He  certainly 
speaks  the  Latin  language  with  much  flueucy 
aud  correctness,  and  quotes  from  so  exten- 
sive acquaintance  with  the  philosophy  nnd 
literature  of  the  ancients.  The  possession 
of  a  Isrge  fortune,  of  which  he  is  frugal  in 
proportion  to  its  extent,  places  him  beyond 
the  necessity  of  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. To  an  interference  in  the  clinical 
duties  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  performed 
conjointly  by  all  the  other  Professors,  with, 
the  exception  of  himself  and  Dr.  Hope,  he 
has  relinquished  his  right.  Except  where 
invited  by  some  pathological  novelty,  or 
consulted  in  somu  ca^e  of  difficulty,  he 
never  interferes  with  the  concerns  of  that 
Institution  but  in  his  capacity  of  Governor. 
Though  never  au  operator,  he  ranks  high 
among  the  surgeons  of  Edinburgh  in  con- 
sultation, aud  is  generally  advised  with  in 
difficult  cases.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
he  is  likely  to  be  the  last  to  represent  the 
hereditary  talent  of  his  illustrious  proge- 
nitors in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  to 
whose  fame,  if  lie  has  not  added  a  profes- 
sional contribution  of  splendour,  he  has  cer- 
tainly not  diminished  its  lustre. 

Scotus. 

Edinburgh,  Nov.  1828. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
December  8,  1828. 

Dr.  Haslam,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Lloyd  read  a  paper  on  the  following 
case,  which  he  considered  well  calculated 
to  elicit  some  important  information  :  — 

Mary  Kent,  etnt.  .').">,  was  admitted  into 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Nov.  20,  18*8, 
with  a  ninail  tumour  in  her  left  rnammu, 
which  she  had  observed  about  a  year  be- 
fore ;  slu*  was  then  suckling-,  hut  could  not 
discharge  that  office  with  theaffecteu  bre  ast. 
In  the  early  stage  of  the  growth,  no  pain 
had  been  felt,  but,  five  months  before  her 
admission  into  the  Hospital,  the  parts  sur- 
rounding it  swelled,  and  became  tender  to 
the  touch,  which  was  the  period  at  which 
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Mr.  Lloyd  first  saw  tbe  patient.  Under 
mil4  antiphlogistic  measures  tbe  swelling 
and  tenderness  subsided ;  but,  as  tbe  tu- 
mour remained  as  before,  and  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  newly- formed  part — not  an  in- 
durated portion  of  the  gland  itself,  conse- 
quently not  to  be  got  rid  of  without  sn 
operation — he  proposed  that  she  should  go 
to  the  Hospital.  The  different  surgeons 
upon  consultation,  advised  that  further  at- 
tempts should  be  made  to  disperse  the 
tumour.  The  means  proposed  were  tried 
for  several  weeks,  and,  as  th«*y  produced 
no  effect,  the  operation  was  resolved 
upon,  which  the  patient  cheerfully  com- 
plied with.  She  was  nearly  three  months 
advanced  in  pregnancy,  and  was  anxious  to 
get  rid  of  the  tumour  before  parturition, 
lest  it  might  become  worse  at  that  period, 
and  also  in  the  hope  that  she  might  be  en- 
abled to  suckle  with  that  breast.  For  a 
fortnight  previous  to  the  operation  her  gene- 
ral health  was  particularly  attended  to.  Mr. 
Lloyd  removed  the  tumour  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  22.  It  was  encysted,  the  size  of  a 
small  walnut,  and  contained  a  sort  of  cheesy 
matter.  No  difficulty  occurred  in  the  course 
of  the  operation  ;  it  was  borne  well ;  the 
mammary  gland  was  but  very  little  injured 
by  it ;  scarcely  any  blood  was  lost ;  one 
artery  taken  up  the  lips  of  the  wound 
brought  together  by  adhesive  straps;  and 
the  patient  walked  from  the  operating  thea- 
tre to  bed.  As  the  bowels  had  been 
well  relieved  in  the  morning,  no  medicine 
was  administered  till  the  following  day.  She 
passed  the  remainder  of  the  day  comforta- 
bly, but  the  night  restlessly.  On  the  follow- 
ing morning  had  sliyht  sj-mptoms  of  fever, 
and  complained  of  a  little  pain  in  the 
breast.  Took  twodoses  of  aperient  medicine, 
and  the  baust.  efferves.  c.  mag.  sulph.  \j. 
every  six  hours.  She  had  no  pain  in  the 
abdomen  nor  in  the  back.  On  Monday  she 
stated  that  she  had  again  passed  a  restless 
night,  and  was  evidently  suffering  from  in- 
creased fever.  Countenance  Hushed  ;  skin 
hotter  than  natural,  though  not  dry  ;  tongue 
white  and  furred  ;  pulse  quick,  and  had  had 
several  slight  shiverings.  Had  slight  ten- 
derness in  the  breast,  which  was  a  little 
swollen,  and  rather  redder  than  natural, 
but  the  wound  looked  well,  and  had  be- 
gun to  discharge.  Had  still  no  bearing- 
down  pains,  nor  uneasiness  in  the  abdomen. 
Ordered  to  he  bled  to  ton  or  twelve  ounces. 
The  dresser  not  huviner  done  this  imrae- 
diately,  and  thu  feverish  symptoms  having 
increased,  pain  also  being  felt  in  the* 
abdomen,  when  he  performed  venesec- 
tion he  took  away  eighteen  ounces.  The 
blocd  was  much  huffed,  but  not  cupped  ; 
she  did  not  faint.  In  the  evening  of  the 
same  day  some  hearing-down  pains  were 
felt  for  the  first  time,  and  between  ten  and 


eleven  at  night  tbe  patient  miscarried.  The 
nurse  stated,  that  then  she  could  not  have 
lost  less  than  thiee  pounds  of  blood.  After 
this  tbe  hemorrhage,  except  an  occasional 
slight  oozing,  and  the  pain,  ceased.  She 
was  much  exhausted,  but,  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  twenty-five  drops  of  the  tincture 
of  opium,  she  quickly  rallied.  When  visited 
next  morning  her  countenance  was  anxious; 
pulse  1'JO  ;  skin  hot,  but  perspiring  ;  tongue 
moist,  but  furred  ;  and  complaining  of  pain 
and  some  tenderness  ou  pressure  being 
made  on  the  abdomen  ;  the  bowels  freely 
opened  ;  had  taken  some  biscuit  and  tea, 
but  had  occasionally  vomited.  Ordered 
hydrarg.  c.  creta,  gr.  v.;  opii.gr.  ss.  4ta 
qua(|ue  horasumed. ;  and  some  light  farina- 
ceous food.  In  the  after  part  of  the  day 
she  became  better.  On  the  following  morn- 
ingstated,  that  she  had  had  some  sleep,  but 
that  she  had  experienced  slight  rigours, 
which  were  succeeded  by  increased  pain 
and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen.  The  sick- 
ness li.td  increased  ;  fulness  and  tension  of 
the  abdomen  supervened ;  pulse  full,  and 
VMi ;  skin  hot,  but  perspiring  freely1;  tongue 
furred,  and  moist ;  givat  anxiety  of  coun- 
tenance ;  the  bowels  moved,  and  the  symp- 
toms of  intestinal  irritation  greatly  subsided. 
Twenty  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  abdo- 
men, and  the  dose  of  opium  to  be  increased 
to  a  grain.  At  live  p.  m.  worse  than  in  the 
morning.  The  temperature  of  the  skin 
l-jwer,  and  the  perspiration  more  profuse  ; 
pulse  quicker,  and  abdomen  tympanitic. 
Oppression  at  the  chest,  breathing  diOicult, 
and  slight  cough.  The  leeches  had  mate- 
rially diminished  the  pain,  and  some  sleep 
had  been  procured.  The  abdomen  to  be 
kept  constantly  fomented.  At  ten  p.  ro., 
breathing  with  great  difficulty ;  the  abdo- 
men very  much  distended,  and  extremely 
tender;  pulse  excessively  rapid,  but  regu- 
lar;  tongue  moist  ;  perspiiation  most  pro- 
fuse ;  the  mind  not  at  all  deranged,  nor  had 
it  been  affected.  A  turpentine  enema  ad- 
ministered, which  afforded  some  comfort. 
Died  in 'an  hour  afterwards. 

On  the  following  day,  at  three  o'clock,  Mr. 
Lloyd  examined  the  body  in  the  prepuce  of 
another  gentleman.  The  omentum,  -stretched 
over  the  intestines,  extended  i;i  to  the  pelvis, 
was  in  a  state  of  high  vascularity ;  it  was 
slightly  adherent  to  the  convolutions  of  the 
intestines,  the  bladder,  and  fundus  uteri. 
The  lower  border,  wheu  drawn  out  of  the 
pelvis,  appeared  as  if  it  had  laid  in  a  mix- 
ture of  pus  und  lymph.  The  convolutions 
of  the  intestines,  redder  than  natural,  ad- 
herent to  each  other,  but  very  easily  sepa- 
rated. The  peritoneal  coverings  of  the 
uterus,  and  its  appendages,  likewise  inflam- 
ed, and  coated,  a;t:»iiiv!itly,  with  pus  ami 
lymph.  The  peritoneal  investments  of  the 
liver  and  spleen  in  the  same  condition.  The 
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uterus  containing  purulent  fluid.  In  tlie 
cavity  of  the  peritoneum,  were  three  ounce* 
of  a  sero-puruiimt  fluid,  containing  some 
flakes  of  lyni;>l>.  A  v? ry  small  quantity  of 
fluid  in  the  di  tie  rent  cavities  of  the  chest. 
The  pleura  pulmonalis  and  costalis  adherent 
to  each  other.  In  the  right  lung,  the  marks 
of  acute  peripneumony.  The  lunge,  ex- 
ternally, more  livid  and  more  solid  than  na- 
tural ;  they  had  a  doughy  feel,  but  were  in 
some  degree  crepitous  ;  the  texture  easily 
broken  down  between  the  finger  and  thumb  ; 
the  cut  surface  also  of  a  very  livid  colour, 
and  the  whole  ejected  a  frothy,  serous  fluid, 
of  a  reddish  hue.  The  left  lung  and  heart 
healthy. 

From  the  detail  of  this  case,  Mr.  Lloyd 
conceived  the  important  questions  arising 
for  discussion  to  be,  whether  the  miscar- 
riage was  to  be  considered  as  the  conse- 
quence of  the  operation.  If  so,  was  the 
particular  condition  of  inflammation  of  the 
uterus  the  result  of  the  miscarriage  ?  Was 
the  peritonitis  the  consequence  of  the  ope- 
ration, or  only  consequent  upon  the  inflam- 
mation that  occurred  in  the  uterus?  Was 
the  diseased  state  of  the  lung,  evidently  of 
very  recent  existence,  produced  by  the 
same  cause  ?  If  there  was  a  risk  of  abor- 
tion consequent  upon  an  operation  about  the 
mamma  during  pregnancy,  was  an  operation 
performed  in  any  other  part  of  the  body,  not 
to  be  considered  as  attended  with  the  same 
risk  1 

Mr.  Salmon,  as.  far  as  he  had  been  able 
to  understand  the  case,  considered  it  not  at 
all  an  uncommon  one  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  doubted  the  efficacy.  of' (fee 
treatment. 

Mr.  Siieari.ey  looked  upon  the  peritonitis 
as  consequent  on  the  puerperal  state  and 
the  treatment  seemed  to  have  been  any 
thing  but  efficient.  He  should  at  least  have 
bled  ad  deliquium. 

Mr.  Proctor,  notwithstanding  the  great 
sympathy  that  existed  between  the  mamma 
and  uterus,  could  not  briug  himself  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  operation  had  caused  the 
abortion.  The  reduced,  and,  indeed,  al- 
most collapsed  state  of  the  patient  after 
abortion,  and  where  peritonitis  was  going 
on,  was  exceedingly  deceptive.  When  the 
potient  seemed  to  have  been  very  much  ex- 
hausted, he  had  often  applied  a  hundred 
leeches  to  the  abdomen,  and  found  the  pulse 
and  patient  immediately  rally. 

Mr.  Williams  wished  to  know  whether 
there  was  any  thing  of  a  malignant  natuie 
in  the  tumour,  which  induced  Mi.  Lloyd  to 
perform  the  operation  during  pregnancy? 

A  Member  considered  it  always  highly 
necessary  to  avoid  giving  a  shock  to  the 
nervous  system  during  gestation,  purlieu 
larly  through  any  thing  done  to  the  mamma. 

Dr.  Ryan  thought  theie  cotild  be  but 


little  doubt  that  the  abortion  arose  from  the 
operation,  and  that  the  subsequent  inflam- 
mation and  peritonitis  were  consecutive  of 
the  abortion. 

A  Member  apprehended  that  it  would 
not  have  been  possible  for  this  woman  to 
have  carried  the  Actus  to  the  full  period  of 
gestation ;  and  where  there  was  a  disease 
likely  to  produce  serious  mischief  from  be- 
ing allowed  to  go  on,  and  which  could  be 
removed  by  the  use  of  the  knife,  he  did  not 
think  the  circumstance  of  pregnancy  ought 
to  prevent  the  performance  of  the  opera- 
tion. 

Dr.  Blicx  had  never  seen  any  active  dis- 
ease attack  the  breast  during  pregnancy; 
on  the  contrary,  where  disease  existed  in 
the  mamma  before  pregnancy,  it  almost 
always  disappeared  as  gestation  came  on 
and  proceeded. 

Mr.  Dermot  held  this  to  have  been  a 
simple  tumour,  and  that  no  cause  had  been 
shown  why  the  operation  should  have  been 
undertaken  during  pregnancy.  In  his  opi- 
nion it  was  improper. 

Mi.  Lloyd  conceived,  that  if  be  had  hied 
largely  after  the  dangerous  symptoms  ap- 
peared, the  patient's  life  would  have  been 
cut  shorter  than  it  was.  He  was  exceed- 
ingly anxious  to  have^fke  operation  per- 
formed before  she  approached  the  full  pe- 
riod of  gestation. 

The  discussion  was  here  concluded  on  an 
intimation  being  given,  that  it  should  be 
allowed  to  be  renewed  at  the  next  Meeting. 

Dr.  Ryan  exhibited  a  specimen  of  dis- 
eased uterus,  which  he  conceived  to  be  an 
excellent  specimen  of  ulcus  extdent 

Mr.  Salmon  showed  a  beautiful  prefjf* 
ration,  too,  of  a  diseased  rectum,  in  cajf*  . 
junction  with  disease  of  the  urethra  and. 
mortification  of  the  stomach,  of  which  the^ 
patient  had  died. 

The  debate  upon  these  cases  is  to  take 
place  at  the  next  Meeting. 


PRACTICAL  REMARKS  ON  PNEUMONIA. 

By  Henry  Perry,  Etq.  Surgeon. 

Pneumonia  has,  throughout  the  past,  and 
still  occupies  at  the  present  season,  the  at- 
tention i>f  the  medical  practitioner.  The 
observations  I  have  to  oftvr  on  this  disease 
are  chiefly  intended  for  the  junior  members 
of  our  profession,  the  majority  of  whom  are 
in  the  habit  of  perusing  your  admirable  jour- 
nal of  medical  science.  Pneumonia  is  most 
frequently  produced  by  exposure  of  the 
body,  when  heated,  to  wet,  or  cold,  or  by 
sudden  atmospheric  chauges.  The  cuticu- 
lar  circulation,  generally  speaking,  becomes 
primarily  affected,  when,  from  constriction 
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of  its  vessels,  the  blood  is  directed  inward  to ;  ture  being  weary  of  itself  in  making  attempts 
the  more  vascular  parts  of  the  body,  and  it ;  to  subdue  disease,  or  in  repairing  those 
usually  happens  that  the  lungs  become  the  wastes  which  disease  may  have  produced, 
seat  of  congestion.  The  bronchial  vessels,  When  hectic  supervenes  to  acute  disease, 
derived  from  the  arteries  of  that  name, ',  we  have  a  quick,  enfeebled  pulse,  sunk  and 
which  freely  inosculate  with  the  ruraitica-  j  pallid  countenance,  but  which  is  frequently 
tions  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  are  every-  flushed  in  the  capillaries  of  the  cheeks,  noc- 
where  distributed  throughout  the  structure  turnal  Bweats,  pale  urine, depositing  a  brick- 
of  the  lungs,  and  which,  with  the  latter,  be-  like  sediment,  &c.  Having  thus  briefly 
come  engorged  with  blood  ;  a  sense  of  op- !  considered  the  leading  features  of  pneumo- 
preasion  is  experienced  at  the  epigastric  re-  ]  nia,  I  shall  proceed  to  its  treatment.  In  all 
gion,  attended  with  great  difficulty  of  breath- 1  diseases  of  the  inflammatory  character,  de- 
ing,  the  number  of  inspirations  varying  from  pletion  is  the  first  and  chief  indication,  and, 
twenty-eight  to  thirty-five  in  the  minute  ;  \  in  abstracting  blood,  we  are  not  to  be  govern- 
the  pulse  is  generally  slow,  and  greatly  oppres~  j  ed  by  the  state  of  the  pulse,  for,  in  some  in- 
sert ;  an  acute  pain  is  commonly  felt,  either  ]  stances,  the  heart's  action  is  full  and  power- 


in  the  left  or  right  hypochondrium,  some 
times  shooting  backwards  to  the  spine ; 


ful,  whilst  in  others  a  feeble  and  depres- 
sed condition  ensues.    We  shall  most  com- 


febrile  symptoms,  characteristic  of synocha,  mooly  find  the  pulse  rise  very  considers- 
follow  iu  quick  succession,  and  unless  speedy  bly  iu  the  latter  case,  even  after  the  abstrac- 
relief  be  obtained,  the  individual  falls  a  vie-  j  tion  of  but  a  few  ounces  of  blood,  which  I 
tim  to  the  disease,  or  its  sequel.  Itfre-|have  known  occur  in  numerous  instances  of 
quently  happens  that  the  pleura  participates  pneumonia,  as  well  as  enteritis.  Writers  on 
in  the  inflammation,  in  fact,  so  intimately  enteritis  almost  iuvariably  lay  it  down  as  a 
allied  are  the  symptoms  of  pleuritis  to  those  rule,  that  you  have  «  wry  quick  and  small 
of  pneumonia,  that  a  nice  discrimination  is  pulse,  whereas,  in  the  majority  of  cases  1  have 
sometimes  necessary  to  distinguish  the  one  j  met  with,  and  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  have 
from  the  other  disease.  The  treatment  in  |  had  a  great  number,  and  of  the  very  sever- 
either  is  very  similar,  and  it  matters  but  est  kind  uuder  care,  the  pulse  has  been/utf, 
little  whether  we  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  and  exceedingly  oppressed,  scarcely  beyond 
this  point  or  not.  The  pulmonary  mucous  fifty  beats,  in  others,  even  as  low  as  forty  in 
tissue  does,  in  some  instances, become  highly  j  the  minute.  In  such  cases  the  pul&e  has 
inflamed,  irritable,  aud  thickened,  in  a  siini-j  invariably  risen,  frequently  to  ninety,  in 
lar  way  as  the  pituitary  membrane  of  the  others  to  the  natural  standard,  after  the 
nose  in  common  catarrh,  so  that  the  air,  in  abstraction  of  blood.  Tlvft  pulse,  then,  1  re- 


its  egress  from  the  lungs,  is  retarded,  which 
necessarily  gives  rise  to  a  sense  of  great  op 


peat,  should  never  govern  our  conduct  where 
we  suspect  active  inflammation  exists.  By 


pressioti  in  the  chest,  and  under  such  cir-  letting  blood  we  diminish  the  power  of  the 
cumstances  the  blood  cannot  be  de-carhoniz- j  brain,  and  necessarily  that  of  the  nervous 
ed  as  in  health,  which  is  evidenced  by  that ,  system  ;  the  heart  becomes  sensible  of  the 
purplish  hue  of  the  lips  aud  countenance,  1  impression,  and  is  secondarily  affected,  by 
most  usually  attendant  on  this  disease.  I  which  means,  it'  bleeding,  addeliquium,  shall 
When  the  mucous  membrane  is  thus  inflom-  have  been  pursued,  its  action  is,  for  a  time, 
ed,  one  or  other  of  its  vessels  is  found  to  suspended,  and,  consequently,  the  circula- 
give  way,  and,  by  the  action  of  coughing,  a  lion  is  arrested,  not  only  in  the  inflamed 
discharge  of  blood  ensues.  The  difficulty  of  part,  but  throughout  the  body  generally; 
breathing,  as  well  as  pain,  complained  of  at  and  thus  it  is  evident  a  direct  effect  must  be 
each  inspiration,  is  frequently  of  a  com- j  produced  on  the  disease.  Although  a  new 
pound  character,  for,  as  the  serous  mem-  supply  of  blood  goes  to  the  seat  of  inflam- 
brane  commonly  participates  in  the  iuflam-  {  motion,  on  the  renewal  of  the  heart's  action, 
ma  tion,  each  time  the  thorax  expands,  the  yet  its  quantity  becomes  diminished,  and 
pleura,  which  is  reflected  over  each  lung,  j  should  we  see  it  necessary  to  repeat  vene- 
aud  which  lines  the  chest  throughout,  is,  by  |  section,  it  is,  naturally,  very  considerably 
the  action  of  the  respiratory  muscles  put  reduced.  Local  bloodletting,  either  by 
upon  the  stretch,  which  must  of  necessity  menus  of  cupping  or  leeching,  is  strongly  to 
from  its  state  of  irritation,  cause  very  acute  be  recommended  in  th  treatment  of  pueu- 
pein.  The  disease,  when  not  so  violent  in  \  monia,  for  by  such  means  we  unload  those 
its  attack,  goes  on,  if  not  arrested,  to  an  in-  vessels  of  the  cutis  which  anastomose  with 
defiuite  period  laying  the  foundation  of  j  others  of  the  pleura.  Counter  irritation 
phthisis  pulmou alt*.  That  febrile  affection  at  j  proves  highly  useful,  which  is  effected  by 
first  set  up,  which  has  been  styled  the  vis  \  means  of  vesicatory  remedies.  By  blister- 
tnedicatrix  nature,  gradually  subsides,  in  the  I  in<  the  skin,  its  blood  vessels  become  power- 
above  instaucu,  and  is  succeeded  by  what  is  fully  stimulated,  when  the  exhalants  pour 
termed  hectic  fever.  Hectic  is  not  a  fever  of  out  that  increased  quantity  of  serum  met 
idiopathic  character,  but  is  occasioned  by  na- 1  with  beneath  the  distended  cuticle. 
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I  too*  come  to  speak  of  internal  meant  to 
be  employed ;  1  shall  advert  chiefly  to  tl>03e 
which  come  under  the  denomination  of  ex- 
pectorants, and,  perhaps,  a  view  of  their  modus 
operandi  may  not  he  objectionable  to  the 
student.  Previous  to  the  emploj-raent  of 
expectorant  medicines,  we  are  to  endeavour 
to  reduce  the  inflammatory  condition  of  the 
organ,  or  otherwise  it  would  be  vain  to  ex- 
pect the)'  could  be  productive  of  the  least 
good,  for,  as  long  as  inflammation  exists, 
secretion  diminishes,  or  ceases  altogether. 
When  the  inflamed  part  has  been  thus  acted 
on,  and  when  we  shall  have  ascertained  that 
the  vessels  of  the  mucous  tissue  are  at  the 
point  Of  secretion,  then  is  tire  precise  period 
10  commence  with  expectorant  medicines, 
and,  at  this  stage  of  the  disease,  tartarised 
antimony ,  or  ipecacuanha,  will  prove  of  infinite 
service,  carried  so  far  as  to  keep  up  a  con- 
tinued nausea,  Without  producing  actual 
vomiting.  By  nauseating  the  system  we 
produoe  relaxation,  not  only  of  muscular 
fibre,  but  likewise  of  the  vosculfir  system  in 
general.  Squill  moy  be  considered  as  a 
useful  expectorant,  but  it  certainly  must 
give  place  to  those  1  previously  named. 
Italian  physicians  have  exhibited  tartarized 
antimony  to  the  extent  of  five  or  six  grains  a 
dose,  aud  they  contend  its  effects  are  extra- 
ordinary in  subduing  the  disease;  I  have 
given  it  to  very  nearly  the  s-rme  extent, 
which  the  stomach  has  retained,  yet 
not  with  any  apparent  advantage,  for  as 
large  and  repeated-  ^bleedings  were  resorted 
to  as  in  ordinary  instances.  I  consider  it 
important*  Where  the  system  will  bear  it,  to 
Carry  mercury  so  far,  at  this  stage  of  the  dis- 
eas'-,  as  to  produce  a  gentle  ptyalism,  for  we 
Very  well  know  that  this  medicine  has  a 
peculiar  action  on  mucous  surfaces,  by  in- 
creasing the  activity  of  their  secreting  vessels 
which  is  instanced  in  that  form  of  deafuess 
occasioned  by  an  inflammatory  condition  of 
the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  eustachian 
tube,  end  which  not  unfrequently  restores 
it  to  a  healthy  stale.  When  the  pulse  con- 
lines  frequent  and  the  cough  troublesome, 
after  the  more  urgent  symptoms  have  abated, 
digitalis,  either  in  the  form  of  powder  or  in- 
fusion, may  be  given  with  advantage,  great 
caution,  of  course,  is  necessary  to  be  observed 
during  its  use,  and  likewise  its  action  to  be 
narrowly  watched.  Colchicum  has,  by  some 
practitiouers,  been  greatly  extolled,  and,  in 
their  estimation,  if  promises  to  supersede 
the  use  of  digitalis,  when  the  latter  is  indi- 
cated, yet  1  must  confess  myself  sceptical 
on  that  point,  and  with  a  fuir  proportion  of 
reason,  never  having  seen  it,  except  in  a  so- 
litary instance,  answer  the  proposed  end, 
namely,  that  of  reducing  the  action  of  the 
heart  and  arteiies.  I  have  seen  it  pre- 
scribed generally  in  the  form  of  powder, 
which  is  by  far  the  best  mode  of  giving  it. 


Great  care  is  necessary  in  preparing  it,  as 
the  heat  should  never  be  allowed  to  exceed 
101  degrees  of  Fahrenheit,  for,  should  & 
greater  temperature  be  used,  its  mucilagin- 
ous property  becomes  destroyed,  on  which 
its  principal  action  is  said  to  depend.  I 
must,  of  course,  be  understood  to  apply  the 
i  above  observations  to  its  use  as  a  substitute 
for  digitalis,  since  very  few  can  dispute  its 
good  effects,  which  ore  found  to  arise  when 
exhibited  either  in  rheumatismut  or  podagra* 
There  can  be  no  impropriety  in  giving  out 
patient,  provided  they  may  have  previously 
passed  restless  nights,  an  Opiate  at  bed- 
time ;  tiie  better  form  is  that  of  Batley** 
Anodyne  which  rarely  produces  disturbance, 
of  the  head.  Purgatives  of  the  saline  kind 
should  be  repeated  occasionally  throughout 
the  disease,  and  the  diet  of  the  patient  be 
strictly  antiphlogistic.  In  regard  to  the  use 
of  mucilaginous  drinks  thev  are  rarely  found 
productive  of  the  least  good  ;  they  ought,  in- 
deed, to  be  expunged  from  practice.  The 
same  observation  may  be  applied  to  oily 
emulsions  which  are  frequently  made  the 
menstrua  for  conveying  mote  active  re- 
medies. 

Henbury,  near  Bristol,  Dec.  1,  1828. 


RICHMOND  SCHOOL  OF  ANATOMY* 

To  the  Editor  ofTm  Lancet. 

 O  ye  «od* !  think  1,  what  need  we  have 

any  friends  if  we  should  never  have  need  or  them  ? 
They  were  tVmost  needle*  creatures  living:,  should 
we  never  make  use  for  then*  and  would  irnwt  ve» 
sictiible  »wctt  instruments  hung  up  in  caws,  that 
keep  their  sound*  to  themselves.  —  Timon  ow 
■  Athknt*. 

i  Sir, — Before  proceeding  with  my  notice 
of  the  individuals  concerned  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  Richmond  School  of  Ana- 
tomy, and  connected  with  the  House  of 
Industry  iu  this  city,  I  must  be  allowed 
the  privilege  of  shortly  replying  to  a  writer 
in  your  ?73rd  Number,  signing  himself 
"  liichmond,"  who  has  taken  up  the  cud- 
gels, both  to  defend  Mr.  Carmichael  and  to 
belabour  my  unfortunate  shoulders.  My 
quotation  proves  the  value  of  friends,  aud 
the  use  of  their  music  ;  and,  doubtless,  Mr. 
Carmichael  will,  like  the  credulous  Timon, 
laud  the  zeal  that  plucked  the  instrument 
from  its  case,  to  perform  so  sweet  a  attain 
in  his  vindication. 

liichmond,  Sir,  is  a  hard  hitter,  and  I 
may  say  with  Dromio,  of  Ephesus,  "  lie 
struck  so  plainly,  I  could  too  well  feel  his 
blows  although,  to  continue  the  meta- 
phor, *'  so  doubtfully,  that  I  could  scarce 
understand  them."  But  truth  is  a  strong 
nrmour,  and  needs  no  invincible  coat,  like 
his  friend  Jack  the  fliantkiller,  to  protect 
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its  wearer  from  the  whip,  with  which  he  is  I  As  to  Richmond's  remarks  upon  Mf. 
desirous  of  arming  every  honest  hand,  to  j  Carmichael's  rare  qualifications  as  a  lec- 


lash  him  from  tbe  east  to  the  west.  How 
ever,  he  may  spare  whipcord  for  tbe  use  of 
his  friends*  since  be  belabours  so  creditably 
himself,  and  rather  strive  to  direct  his 
means  of  offence  to  a  vulnerable  point,  in- 


turer,  and  his  stricture  uyoa  my  opinion, 
this  blow  is  one  from  which,  indeed,  I  can- 
not flinch.  I  wish  him,  and  the  competent 
judges  with  whom  he  classes  himself, — joint 
admirers  of  Mr.  Carmichael's  lectures  and 


stead  of  raining  down  stripes  so  thick  and  (  Mr.  Helton's  surgery t — joy  of  their  pene- 
con fused Jy,  that  there  is  no  making  out  tralion  ;  and  strongly  recommend  Mr.  Car- 
where  he  means  them  to  fall,  or  what  his(  mfchael  to  read  his  whole  works  to  them  at« 
object  is  in  th«ir  application.  His  first  blow  (  his  next  lectures,  and  Mr.  Beiton  to  give 


is  a  positive  denial  Of  the  statement,  that 
Mr.  Cariuichae  1  neglects  his  hospital ;  and 
he  has  the  hardihood  to  affirm  eleven  times, 
as  the  maximum  of  that  geutleman's  ab- 
sences, from  November  1647  to  November 
1828.  This  is  cracking  the  whip  with  a  ven 


them  an  hour's  attendance  at  the  hospital 
every  other  morning :  it  would  be  a  great 
pity  for  their  admiration  to  be  wasted.  I 
repeat,  Mr.  Carmichael  is  a  good  clinical 
lecturer  j  he  addresses  his  class  in  a  con- 
versational style,  and  without  any  of  the 


geauce ;  but,  unhappily  for  him,  I  am  fur-  painful  effort  apparent  in  his  surgical  read 
nished  with  a  triumphant  proof  of  the  facts 
1  stated,  by  his  reference  to  the  surgeon's 
signature  book.    I  am  quite  willing  to  ad- 
mit, that  Mr.  Carmichael's  name  may  not 


even  tunes  dunnir 


be  missing  more  than  el 
the  space  alluded  to  j  but  as  eight  o'clock 
happens  to  be  that  gentleman's  hour  of 


tngt.  I  also  repeat,  that  Mr.  Beiton  is  a 
very  lame  apology  for  Mr.  Carmichael,  and 
one  which  the  pupils  have  no  right  to  put  up 
with. 

And  so*  Mr.  Editor,  Mr.  Carmichael  will, 
in  his  great  condescension,  after  having 
parted  Willi  his  share  in  the  school  to  Dr. 


visitiug  the  hospital,  when  the  pupils  are  j  M'Donnell,  admit  the  class  to  his  clinical 
waiting  for  him,  1  should  hardly  imagine  lectures  on  the  venereal  disease.  In  the 
that  the  common- place  obligation  between  prospectus  of  the  winter  course  of  the  Rich- 
surgeon  and  pupil,  of  having  given  a  sum  of!  raond  School  of  Anatomy,  Mr.  Carmichael 
money  for  a  quantum  of  instruction,  could  j  is  represented  as  a  lecturer  on  the  theory 
be  redeemed  by  the  appearance  of  Mr 


Carmichael  at  any  subsequent  hour  of  the 
day,  when  his  attendance  was  unexpected, 
and  unbestowed  upon  a  single  patient,  un- 
less at  the  request  of  his  resident  pupil, 
who  might  wish  to  be  relieved  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  treating  an  important  case. 
1  again  assert,  that  Mr.  Carmichael  was 
"  frequently,  far  too  frequently,  absent," 
during  the  year  1827-8,  ou  Mondays  and 
Fridays,  from  his  expectant  pupils,  who 
were  treated,  instead,  to  the  exhibition  of 
Mr.  Beiton,  who,  as  the  friend  of  Rich- 
mond,  (par  nobiie  J'ralrum,)  is  so  well  quali- 
fied for  the  exercise  of  his  brother-in-law, 
Mr.  Carmichael's  duty.  Let  us,  however, 
consult  the  signature- book,  and  we  shall  find 
that,  although  Mr.  Carmichael's  name  may 
be  found  pretty  constantly  in  it,  the  truth 
of  my  assertions  will  be  manifest,  by  count- 
ing the  few  days  on  which  Mr.  Carmichael 
visited  his  hospital  at  eight  o'clock,*  the 
regular  and  stipulated  hour  for  meeting  the 
apprentices  and  pupils.  The  plea  of  ill 
health  will  not  suffice  here,  available  as  it 
may  have  been  since  November.  The  hos- 
pital was  visited,  it  seems,  by  Mr.  (.'armi- 
rhael,  but  at  the  hour  most  convenient  to 
himself.  L'nder  this  explanation,  what 
becomes  of  Richmond's  fairness  of  conclu- 
sion 1  Truly,  is  it  like  the  lash  of  his  whip, 
—lost? 

*  Each  surgeon,  on  entering  the  hospital, 
signs  his  name,  and  the  time  of  his  arrival. 


and  practice  of  surgery,  and  his  name  has,  £ 
am  confident,  drawn  many  strangers  to  the 
school  this  season;  and  they  will  kindly  be 
admitted  to  hit  clinical  ledum!  Messieurs 
Professors,  Mr.  Ex- Professor,  infinitely  are 
your  pupils  indebted  to  you!  They  have 
been  assembled  by  the  tinkling  of  a  kettle, 
and  now  you  would  take  away  the  queeu 
bee.  V our  decoy-duck  has  done  his  part, 
and  your  market  is  stocked  with  as  fine  a 
brood  of  ducklings  as  your  hearts  can  desire. 
Well !  Heaven  help  your  morals,  says 
your  friend  Lennox.  I  never  suspected 
Mr.  Carmichael's  resignation ;  Richmond, 
however,  establishes  it,  and  his  information 
atones  for  his  next  blow,  (a  word  and  a 
blow,  Mr.  Editor,  they  generally  come  to- 
gether.)  that  the  class,  instead  ot  losing,  is 
gaining  ground  this  season.  This  certainly 
appears  to  be  the  fact,  and  may  be  accounted 
for,  both  in  the  influence  which  Mr.  Carmi- 
chael's name  carries  with  it,  and  in  a  pro- 
mise since  amply  realized,  of  erecting  cer- 
tain gymnastic  apparatus,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  pupils  in  practical  auaio.ny ;  * 
but  what,  in  the  name  of  all  the  halt  aod 
blind,  does  Kichmond  moan,  "  by  the  ad- 
vantages afforded  the  pupils  by  the  House 
of  Industry,"  aud  which  induced  several  of 


*  I  wonder  who  would  listen  to  Dr. 
M'Donneil,  and  his  confounded  corpora  oliva- 

and  jryramidalia,  now,  quoth  a  youugster, 
seizing  the  rope  of  a  huge  whirligig  }  give 
me  the  study  of  the  muscles. 
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to  flock  to  the  Richmond  snare!   If r 
any  of  them  have  a  grievous  infirmity,  or ' 
bodily  affliction,  I  dare,  say  the  governor  of 
that  immense  poor-house  might  extend  its ! 
benefits  to  them ;  but  what  they  have  to  do  j 
in  a  work-house,  as  gymnastic  or  medical 1 
students,    I    really  cannot  comprehend. 
Really,  Richmond,  you  wore  out  the  lash 
before  you  ventured  that  last  blow  ;  put  up 
the  whip,  then,  as  it  is  useless,  and  be  ad- 
vised by  your  friend  Lennox  not  to  meddle 
with  it  in  future  ;  the  heavy  whip  is  alone 
formidable,  and  this  you  cannot  wield  ;  the 
little  sixpenny  child's  toy  you  handle,  might 
startle  by  its  crack,  but  cannot  injure  by  its 
fall.  . 

The  motives  of  this  writer,  however,  Mr. 
Editor,  are  worth  analysis ;  he  wishes  to 
defend  Mr.  Carmichael  from  what  be  consi- 
ders an  unprovoked  attack,  and,  so  far,  dis- 
plays Ms  gratitude  for  the  assistance  and 
attention  afforded  at  the  Rutland-Square 
Dispensary ;  but  the  gratitude  of  one  will  j 
not  gloss  over  the  act  of  injustice  to  many,  | 
and  I  think  I  have  made  it  apparent,  not- 
withstanding the  assertions  of  Richmond, 
that  Mr.  Carmichael's  duty  lias  been  neg- 
lected. 

Now,  Sir,  to  show  the  value  of  your  pub- 
lication, if  alone  to  one  institution,  Mr. 
Carmichael  has,  unfortunately,  laboured  un- 
der a  fit  of  illness  for  some  weeks  past,  from 
which  he  is  now  only  recovering.  During 
his  unavoidable  absence  from  the  hospital, 
who  has  attended  the  wards  for  him — Mr. 
Belton!  No!  thanks  to  your  pages,  Dr. 
M' Dowel  has  been  appointed  in  his  room, 
and  he,  at  all  events,  is  vastly  superior  to 
Richmond's  well-qualified  house-surgeon, 
to  whose  instructions  the  pupils  would  have 
been  otherwise  consigned.  In  my  remarks 
on  Mr.  Carmichael's  conduct,  I  was  influ- 
enced by  a  love  of  my  profession,  and  by  an 
attention  to  the  welfare  of  my  fellow- 
countrymen.  The  pnpils  have  paid  their 
money  on  the  guarantee  of  Mr,  Carmichael's 
name,  and  he  has  no  right  to  disappoint 
them  of  one  iota  of  instruction- tibi  seris — 
tUn  metis."  I  may  say  to  this  gentleman,  his 
conduct  was  the  text,  and  my  remarks  have 
been  the  lecture  ;  nor  do  J  think  he  can  feel 
indebted  to  Richmond  for  again  bringing 
him  before  the  medical  world,  in  order  that 
his  neglect  might  be  more  fully  exposed. 
His  friends  are  certainly  the  most  needless 
.  creatures  living,  if  they  perform  such  odes  in 
his  praise  ;  odes  in  which  discord  and  false- 
hood strive  for  the  mastery.  My  pen  has 
hardly  been  dipped  in  gall,  as  Richmond 
imagines,  and  for  which  1  will  excuse  him, 
in  the  supposition  that  he  labours  under  an 
attack  of  icterus,  seeing  every  thing  through 
,a  yellow  medium  ;  but  it  has  been  directed 
by  truth.  Not  one  syllable  of  my  former 
letter  can  he  disproved,  and  I  will  go  on 


with  my  task,  in  defending  the  rights  of  my 
fellow-countrymen,  at  an  establishment  pos- 
sessed of  singular  advantages  to  the  student, 
if  they  are  only  secured  by  attention,  and  1 
may  add  honesty,  in  spite  of  hia  lashings, 
which  can  hardly  penetrate  the  armour  I 
before  boasted  of.  "  Richmond !  I  know 
you." 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Bervant, 

Lennox. 

Dublin,  Dec.  13, 18*8. 


ROYAT.   INFIRMARY    FOR    THE  DISEASES  OF 
CHILDREN. 


To  the  Edt/or  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — We  beg  the  favour  of  the  insertion 
of  the  following  reply  to  the  observations 
respecting  the  above  charity  contained  in 
your  275tn  Number,  and  signed  "  One  of 
the  Monthly  Committee." 

Sir,  your  obedient  servants, 
The  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the 
Institution. 


With  the  author's  remarks  on  the  "  phi- 
lanthropic, views"  of  the  founder  of  the 
charity,  we  have  nothing  to  do.  The  pro- 
fession are  capable  of  forming  a  correct  esti- 
mate of  them.  But, 

First,  as  to  the  alleged  instance  of  neg- 
lect an  our  parts,  we  must  remark  that,  if 
the  Member  of  the  Committee  had  been  as 
anxious  to  discbarge  his  duty  to  the  charity, 
as  he  seems  desirous  of  influencing  the  pub- 
lic and  professional  mind  against  the  medi- 
cal officers,  he  would  have  had  the  case  in 
questiou  inquired  into  at  the  Committee, 
but  not  a  single  instance  of  neglect,  on  the 
part  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  charity, 
has  ever  been  before  this  body.  As  to  the 
instance  in  question,  the  following  is  an  ab- 
stract of  the  particulars  connected  with  it, 
furnished  by  the  house-surgeon,  who  is 
a  well-educated,  experienced,  and  able 
member  of  the  profession.  It  should  be 
kept  in  recollection,  that  no  patients  ore 
yet  received  into  the  wards  of  the  building. 

"  Edward  Cole,  aged  eight  months,  was 
admitted  on  Tuesday,  *lst  of  October,  1833. 
As  he  was  brought  from  a  distance,  and 
early  in  the  day,  I  entered  him  in  the 
register-book  of  the  Institution,  and  pre- 
scribed for  him  immediately.  The  child 
had  some  irritative  fever :  the  belly  was 
tumid  and  hard,  indicating  mesenteric  ob- 
struction, and  he  appeared  disposed  to 
rachitis.  The  gums  were  much  swollen  ; 
they  were,  therefore,  lanced.  The  medi- 
cines prescribed  were,  an  aperient  powder 
to  be  taken  immediately,  hydrarg. cum  ere ta 
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every  night,  and  the  diaphoretic  mixtare 
every  tl»ree  Lours.  Seeing  no  immediate 
danger  in  the  case,  sufficient  medicines  to 
last  till  Saturday  were  given,  on  which  dny 
the  mother  was  told  to  attend.  She  came, 
however,  on  the  Friday,  and  1  prescribed 
for  the  child,  as  she  had  come  out  of  the 
regular  order  of  attendance.  I  found  the 
blood  oozing  slightly  from  the  gum  ;  the 
chief  disease  existing  in  the  child's  consti- 
tution generally,  and  in  the  abdominal  vis- 
cera in  particular.  An  active  styptic  was 
ordered  to  the  gum,  with  the  necessary 
directions,  and  aperients  and  astringent 
tonics  prescribed.  The  mother  returned 
again  on  Saturday,  (one  of  the  days  in  the 
regular  order  of  her  attendance,)  when  the 
physician  of  that  day  saw  the  child. 
Blood,  or  rather  bloody  water,  continued  to 
ooze  from  the  gum.  Petechia;  had  now  ap- 
peared on  the  body,  and  the  mother  was 
made  acquainted  with  the  danger.  The 
muriated  tincture  of  iron  was  directed  to  be 
constantly  applied  to  the  gum;  and  nitric 
acid,  with  Cascarilla  bark,  were  prescribed 
internally.  I  saw  no  more  of  either  the 
mother  or  child." 

With  reference  to  the  long  paragraph  of 
puerile  declamation  in  which  the  author  in- 
dulges against  the  medical  officers  of  the  In- 
stitution, it  is  unnecessary  for  them  to  make 
any  remark.  It  is  only  where  he  refers  to 
alleged  facts  or  circumstances,  that  he  re- 
quires to  be  noticed. 

2.  He  alludes  to  the  tearing  out  of  a  leaf 
in  the  house- visitors'  book.  This  occurred 
some  years  ago,  under  circumstances  of  mis- 
conception on  the  parts  both  of  a  medical 
officer  and  house-visitor  ;  but,  as  the  mat- 
ter was  explained  at  the  following  meeting 
of  the  Committee,  and  long  before  the  writer 
of  the  letter  had  the  honour  of  being  one 
of  that  body,  it  could  in  no  way  promote  the 
interests  of  the  charity  now  tp  refer  to  it. 

S.  The  author  of  the  letter  next  alludes 
to  a  motion  carried  in  the  Committee,  re- 
specting a  book,  in  which  they  wish  the 
medical  officers  to  sign  their  names,  with 
the  day  and  date  of  their  attendance,  and 
the  time  of  their  arrival  at,  and  departure 
from,  the  institution.  This  the  medical 
officers,  without  a  single  exception,  have 
refused  to  comply  with.  The  motion  was 
brought  forward  by  the  author  of  the  letter, 
and  was  treated  by  them  with  the  respect 
jt  deserved.  It  should  be  remarked,  that 
proper  register-books  of  patients,  with  the 
diseases,  &c,  are  always  kept  at  the  insti- 
tution ;  and  the  medical  officers  preserve 
full  details  of  the  more  important  cases. 

4.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  direct- 
ing or  providing  for  the  accommodation  or 
comforts  of  the  patients  ;  this  rests  with  the 
Committee  themselves.  It  surely  cannot 
be  expected  that,  in  addition  to  gratuitous 
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attendance,  we  are  to  furnish  a  room  and 
provide  it  with  coals,  when  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Committee  themselves  to  do  so  ;  and, 
where  one  dispenser  only  is  kept,  a  number 
cf  patients  cannot  always  be  provided  with 
their  medicines  in  a  short  time.  The  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  are  in  noway  the  cause 
of  the  delay  the  patients  experience  in>ob* 
tain  in g  their  medicines. 

We  have  now  adverted  to  all  that  re- 
quires notice  in  the  Committee-man's  letter ; 
and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  that  it 
has  been  written  in  opposition  to,  or  with- 
out the  knowledge  of,  the  body  of  which  he 
is  a  member.  In  conclusion,  we  unhesi- 
tatingly declare,  that,  with  the  exception 
of  periods  of  illness,  our  attendance  has  been 
uniformly  regular  ;  and,  whilst  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  advance  the  medical  reputa- 
tion of  the  Institution,  we  have  avoided 
compromising  our  own  character  by  acts 
which,  however  they  be  veiled  by  the  gloss 
of  benevolence  or  philanthropy,  are  neither 
compatible  with  professional  duties  nor  pro* 
fessional  respectability. 

Infirmary,  8th  Dec.  1838. 


UNION  OF  BONE. 


Toth4  Editor  of  Tbz  Lancet. 

Sir,— The  following  I  consider  a  beanti* 
ful  instance  of  the  union  of  bone  by  the  first 
intention.  Should  you  think  it  worthy  a 
place  in  your  valuable  'journal,  I  shall  be 
happy  in  having  had  the  opportunity  of 
communicating  it. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  Wilson. 
Bourn,  Lincolnshire,  Nov.  10th,  1828. 

Oct.  14th,  J.  Cawthorn,  a  labouring  man, 
was  feeding  a  patent  chaff-cutting  machine  ; 
but  his  foot  slipping,  his  left  hand  came  in 
contact  with  one  of  the  blades,  which  com- 
pletely divided  the  middle  finger  from  its 
extremity  to  the  base  of  the  second  pha- 
lanx, the  bones  being  equally  divided.  On 
presenting  it  to  be  dressed,  the  wound  ap- 
peared very  wide,  the  upper  portion  being 
much  elevated.  Strips  of  plaster  were  im- 
mediately applied,  and  the  two  parts  brought 
into  close  contact.  A  bandage  was  applied 
rather  firmly  over  the  plaster,  and  the  linger 
allowed  to  remain  for  two  days  without 
dressing,  no  inflammation  supervening. 
On  the  i6tb,  the  wound  seemed  to  be  firmly 
uniting,  and  the  plasters  were  renewed. 
On  the  18th,  there  appeared  a  little  ten- 
dency to  separation,  owing  to  his  having 
used  his  hand  ;  but  a  small  compress  of  lint 
restored  the  connexion,  and  from  that  time 
it  rapidly  united.  On  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber, the  union  was  completely  restored, 
and  the  finger  firm  and  sound. 

*D 
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MEETING  AT  THE  FREEMASONS'  TAVERN. 


THE  LANCET. 

London,  Saturday ,  December  XT,  18*8. 

We  call  tbe  attention  of  our  readers  to  a 
Report  of  the  Proceedings  which  took  place 
at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern  on  Tuesday  last, 
in  consequence  of  an  Advertisement  calling 
on  the  Friends  of  Surgical  Reform,  the  sup- 
porters of  a  Free  Medical  Press,  and  the 
humane  contributors  to  our  Hospitals  and 
Infirmaries,  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  propositions 
which)  as  will  be  seen,  were  discussed  and 
adopted  at  the  Meeting.  The  Meeting  was 
advertised  for  seven  o'clock,  and,  shortly 
after  that  hour,  was  numerously  attended ; 
but,  by  the  time  the  chair  was  taken,  the 
room  was  crowded  to  an  overflow ;  nearly 
three  hundred  persons  being  present. 

We  are  not  iusensible  to  the  mark  of  ap- 
probation spontaneously  bestowed  upon  our 
public  conduct  by  tbe  numerous  and  highly 
respectable  meeting  assembled  on  this  oc- 
casion, but  we  consider  the  proceedings  at 
that  Meeting  more  especially  entitled  to 
attention,  as  affording  a  proof  of  the  state  of 
public  feeling  with  respect  to  the  corrupt 
system  which  prevails  at  our  charitable  in- 
atitutions — a  system  which  must,  ere  long, 
undergo  a  complete  reform.    We  are  too 
thoroughly  persuaded  of  the  advantages  of 
opposition  in  all  coses,  and  under  all  circum- 
stances involving  imatters  of  public  inte- 
rest, not  to  be  well  pleased  at  finding,  that 
the  Resolutions  proposed  at  the  Meeting 
were  opposed  ;  nor  have  we  much  reasou 
to  be  dissatisfied  at  finding,  that  they  could 
not  be  resisted  on  any  stronger  grounds  than 
those  which  were  offered  against  them  by 
Dr.  Sheil.   If  the  Corruption  is  ts  are  not 
likely  to  profit  much  by  the  talent  which 
Dr.  Sheil  has  displayed  in  their  behalf,  they 
are,  at  any  rate,  indebted  to  him  for  his  in- 
trepidity ;  for  this  gentleman  has  volon 


it  is  plain,  npon  bis  own  'showing,  that  he 
does  not  read.   Tbe  readers  of  this  Journal 
will  require  no  stronger  evidence  of  this 
fact,  than  that  Dr.  Sheil  has  ventured  to 
repeat  the  charge,  that  the  Courses  of  Lec- 
tures published  in  Tme  Lancet,  have  been 
published  without  the  consent  of  the  Lectu- 
rers, a  charge,  which  even  Sir  James  Scar- 
lett, we  apprehend,  must  by  this  time  admit 
to  be  utterly  false  and  unfounded.  We  refer 
Dr.  Sheil  to  the  last  Number  of  The  Lan- 
cet, or  to  the  Preface  of  our  present  vo- 
lume, (No.  266,)  or  to  our  275th  Number, 
in  which  the  demonstration  of  the  falsehood 
of  this  charge  was  published,  « in  order  that 
this  calumny,  if  it  were  again  repeated, 
might  be  as  much  contemned  in  all  other 
qusrters  as  it  has  been  uniformly  contemned 
by  ourselves."    With  respect  to  the  re. 
mark  made  by  another  gentleman  st  this 
meeting,  charging  us  with  having  published 
an  inaccurate  report  of  the  trial,  we  have 
only  to  repeat  what  was  indeed  said  in  onr 
defence  by  another  speaker  at  the  meeting, 
that  the  report  in  question  was  taken  from 
the  newspapers,  and  that  we  gave  sufficient 
notice  to  our  readers  thai  we  were  not  re* 
sponsible  for  any  errors  or  omissions  with 
which  it  might  be  chargeable.    Let  the 
gentleman,  who  supposed  us  capable  of 
suppressing  any  thing  that  might  be  said 
against  our  reporter,  or  against  ourselves, 
wait  till  we  publish  an  authentic  report  of 
the  trial.   The  bitterest  enemies  of  this 
Journal  have  never  imputed  to  it  a  want  of 
courage.   The  Chaibman  of  the  meet- 
ing, (Mr.  Paty.)  adverted  to  the  cross- 
examination  of  Mr.  Baonrs,  in  the  course 
of  which  we  proved  from  the  mouth  of  that 
gentleman  that  he  had  paid  part  of  the 
expenses  incurred  by  Mr.  Aberneth v, 
in  the   proceedings  which  the  straight* 
forward  and  vidependmt  surgeon   of  St* 
Bartholomew's  instituted  against  us  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  alio  that  he  had 
contributed  to  defray  tbe  expenses  of  a 


teered  his  disapprobation  of  a  work  which,  person  who  bad  published  a  wretched  imita< 
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WAKLEY  atu  COOPER. 

*ioa  of  this  Journal.  Mr.  Paty  remarked 
that  the  evidence  of  Mr,  Baonia,  though  it 
went  incontestibly  to  prove  that  a  combi- 
nation hod  been  formed  against  The  Lax- 
cst,  waa  given  in  a  manly  and  straight- 
forward manner;  and  in  this  remark  we 
entirely  concur.  We  shall  not  be  suspected 
of  any  desire  to  flatter  Mr.  Baonia,  but 
we  must  say  that  his  evidence  might  be, 
in  many  respects,  most  strikingly  and  ho- 
nourably contrasted  with  that  given  by 
some  of  hia  colleagues,  and  that  we  consider 
him  by  far  the  most  honest  and  conscien- 
tious of  the  Bats  which  winged  their  way; 
on  the  late  occasion,  to  Westminster  Hall. 
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SURGICAL  REFORM. 

A  Meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening, 
at  the  Freemasons'  Tavern,  in  pursuance  of 
an  advertisement  calling  on  the  ««  Friends 
of  Surgical  Reform,  the  Supporters  of  a  free 
Medical  Press,  and  the  humane  Contribu- 
tors to  our  Hospitals  and  Infirmaries,"  to 
meet  there,  in  order  to  adopt  measures  for 
presenting  Mr.  Wakley,  the  Editor  of  The 
.  Lancbt,  with  some  decided  mark  of  their 
approval  of  his  spirited  conduct,  in  his  late 
trial  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  at  the 
auit  of  Mr.  Brausby  Cooper,  and  of  the  prin- 
ciplea  which  he  so  powerfully  advocated  on 
that  occasion." 

At  half  past  seven  o'clock,  Mr.  Paty 
was  called  to  preside  over  the  Meeting, 
which  consisted  chiefly  of  members  of  the 
medical  profession. 

The  Chairman  said  he  would  gladly  have 
avoided  the  honour  they  had  conferred  on 
him,  but  for  two  considerations.  The  ad- 
vertisement represented  the  meeting  to  be 
for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  medical 
reform,  and  for  the  support  of  a  free  medi- 
cal press.  He  owned  that  he  was  a  friend 
to  both.  He  was  aware  that  there  were 
some  who  were  opposed  to  them.  In  the 
few  words  he  should  say,  he  trusted  that 
nothing  would  be  construed  into  offence  by 
either  party.  The  friends  of  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  should  be  also  the  friends  of  order 
and  decorum.  They  were  met  on  a  serious 
subject,  and  he  boned  they  would  go  into  it 
with  temper  and  decency.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  that  Mr.  Wakley  had  rendered 
great  assistance  to  the  cause  of  medical  and 
surgical  reform,  and  for  that  reason,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  profession  to  support  him  on 
the  present  occasion.  He  was  aware  that 
some  objections  were  made  to  the  meeting. 


It  happened  that  the  first  advertisement,  by 
an  error  of  the  press,  was  headed  "  Wakley 
against  Cooper  ;"  the  word  at*  having  been 
mistaken  for  "  agaiwt"  instead  of  being,  as 
it  was,  merely  an  abbreviation  of  "  at 
suit"  Cooper.    Nobody  could  be  blamed  for 
being  tender  of  the  reputation  of  others, 
and  it  was  far  from  his  intention  to  make  or 
permit  any  attack  on  the  character  of  any 
individual.    But  it  was  necessary  to  draw  a 
line  of  distinction  between  men  in  public 
life,  and  those  who  were  strictly  private  in- 
dividuals.   He  knew  that  many  members  of 
the  profession  objected  to  the  liberty  of  the 
medical  press,  though  they  were  friendly  to 
the  general  liberty  of  the  press  on  all  other 
subjects.    The  reason  clearly  was,  that  they 
were  sometimes  apt  to  be  wounded  by  it ; 
but  though  this  was  occasionally  disagree- 
able to  individuals,  the  truth  was,  that  it 
was  the  barb  only  that  made  the  weapon 
stick.    (Cheers.)    The  liberty  of  the  press 
was  not  the  enemy  of  good  character,  but 
its  best  and  surest  safeguard.    If  anybody 
in  this  country  considered  himself  aggrieved, 
he  had  three  mean*  of  redress,    lie  could 
challenge  the  defendant  to  a  public  trial, 
before  a  tribunal,  where  the  evidence  as  to 
the  libel,  would  be  sifted  and  examined  by 
either  side.    If  the  complainant  was  not 
content  with  this  mode  of  redress,  he  might 
appeal  to  a  criminal  prosecution,  in  which 
the  truth  of  the  libel  was  not  considered, 
but  it  was  regarded  merely  as  a  public 
offence,  because  it  was  likely  to  stir  up  the 
individual  libelled  to  revenge  and  bloodshed. 
But  the  other  mode  was  certainly  more  just 
and  honourable  in  its  nature — he  meant  that 
of  a  trial  for  damages,  by  civil  action,  in 
which  the  accuser  brought  his  evidence 
fully  before  the  Court,  and  proved  whether 
the  defendant  was  right  or  wrong.  This  was 
that  trial  of  which  Englishmen  boasted,  and 
of  which   no   man  had  reason   to  com- 
plain.   There  was  yet  another  mode  of 
redress,  which  he  thought  the  most  ho- 
nourable of  the  three — namely,  to  contradict 
the  accusation  through  the  same  channel 
that  publibhed  it,  without  having  recourse 
at  all  to  an  action.    In  most  cases,  public 
men  found  this  remedy  sufficient  ;  and  in 
that  which   had  called  them  together,  if 
Mr.  Brausby  Cooper  had  openly  and  dis- 
tinctly stated  ti  nt  the  report  in  The  Lan- 
cet had  been  false,  he,  for  one,  had  such 
confidence  in  the  honesty  and  integrity  of 
Air.  Wakley,  that  he  believed  that  gentle- 
man would  have  been  the  first  to  give  him 
redress,   (cheers.)    He  felt  that  the  late 
trial  was  a  suhject  of  great  delicacy.  The 
parlies  were  both   well  known  to  him. 
Mr.  Brausby  Cooper  had  been  one  of  his 
lellow-stiidents,  and  was  a  man  for  whom 
he  had  the  greatest  regard,  and  of  whom 
he  had  the  highest  opinion.   But  there 
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a  difference  between  his  character  as  a 
public  man  and  a  private  individual.  Every 
one  who  held  a  public  station  embodied 
himself  with  his  works,  and  could  not 
fairly-  complain,  after  asking  for  the  public 
praise,  if  he  received  its  censure.  (Cheers.) 
The  Chairman  then  proceeded  to  com- 
ment on  what  he  deemed  the  essential 
points  for  the  consideration  of  the  meeting. 
There  was  a  great  and  striking  difference 
between  the  conduct  of  the  parties,  iu  one 
respect,  on  the  late  trial.  On  one  side, 
the  evidence  was  given  by  persons  who 
had  seen  the  operation,  and,  on  the  other, 
by  those  who  had  not  seen  it.  A  ques- 
tion had  arisen  out  of  the  proceedings, 
as  to  the  character  of  the  plaintiff.  If 
that  had  been  the  only  question,  be  would 
have  been  proud  to  bear  his  testimony  to 
Mr.  Cooper's  great  merits.  But  he  con- 
sidered that  too  much  stress  was  laid  on 
the  motives  of  individuals,  where  the  pub- 
lic were  concerned.  Many  acts,  useful  to 
the  community,  might  proceed  from  a  pal- 
try desire  to  gratify  very  discreditable 
feelings.  Men  weie  frequently  prompted 
to  do  their  duty,  in  order  to  satisfy  their 
pride  or  vanity,  or  seek  their  emolument. 
The  real  question  for  the  public  was,  whe- 
ther the  statement  was  true?  He  might 
as  well  ask  the  reporters  who  were  taking 
notes  of  what  he  was  saying,  what  their 
motives  for  so  doing  were  f  They  would, 
he  had  no  doubt,  and  very  properly,  an- 
swer him,  "  What's  that  to  you?"  (A 
laugh.)  If  the  public  good  waa  promoted, 
it  mattered  not  what  was  the  motive  of 
the  man  who  did  it.  He  could  not  refrain 
from  alluding  to  what  was  called  Brodie's 
combination,  as  it  appeared  on  the  late 
trial.  That  gentleman  had  given  his  evi. 
dence  in  a  mauly  and  straightforward  man- 
ner. When  asked  whether  he  had  contri- 
buted towards  the  expenses  of  a  proceeding 
in  Chancery  against  The  Lancet,  he  owned 
at  once  that  he  had  ;  and  it  was  known  that 
those  expenses  bad  been  raised  by  a  sub- 
scription among  certain  gentlemen  who 
wished  to  suppress  the  publication  of  Me- 
dical Lectures.  That  was,  in  his  opinion, 
a  private  combination  against  the  public 
good.  (Cheers.)  The  next  question  was, 
how  was  this  combination  to  be  opposed  1 
He  thought  it  must  be  by  another  combina- 
tion. (Cheers.)  The  only  difference  be- 
tween the  two  would  be,  that  one  was  for 

ftrivate  emolument,  the  other  for  the  pub- 
ic good.  Before  he  concluded,  be  felt  it 
his  duty  to  state,  that  Mr.  Wakley  had,  on 
many-  occasions,  advocated  the  cause  of 
Medical  Reform,  in  his  valuable  publica- 
tion, and  had  given  wings  to  their  words, 
and  substance  to  their  ideus.  Surgical  Re- 
form would  have  been  a  bye-word  but  for 
his  exertions.   He  had  always  been  found 


ready  to  print  any  document  free  of  ex- 
pense connected  with  that  subject,  and  on 
that  ground  alone  he  deserved  the  support  pf 
the  profession.  The  Lancet  had  beeu  highly 
useful  also  in  publishing  Hospital  Reports, 
which  formed  ■  strong  inducement  to  the 
professional  man  to  do  his  duty,  because  he 
knew  that  he  was  watched  over  by  an  im- 
partial judge,  and  which  were  equally  ad- 
vantageous and  satisfactory  to  the  patient,* 
because  he  knew  that  an  improper  treat- 
ment of  his  case  would  become  the  subject 
of  public  inquiry.  In  conclusion,  the  Chair* 
man  said  he  would  hear  with  pleasure  the 
observations  on  either  side,  end  he  hoped 
the  business  would  be  conducted  with  order 
and  regularity.  He  was,  by  his  own  view, 
fully  convinced  of  the  respectability  of  the 
Meeting. 

Mr.  WaUer,  in  proposing  the  first  Reso- 
lution, adverted  to  the  terms  of  the  adver- 
tisement, and  remarked,  that  the  question 
for  them  was,  not  whether  they  would  sup- 
port Cooper  against  Wakley,  or  Wakley 
against  Cooper,  but  whether  they  would 
have  a  free  medical  pressor  not.  (Cheers.) 
Every  body  must  admit,  that  there  was 
only  one  medical  publication  that  was  en- 
titled to  be  considered  free— only  one  that 
dared  to  tell  the  truth.  Another  had  been 
attempted  to  be  set  up  against  it,  but  this 
wretched  rival  was  gagged  and  manacled, 
and  its  reports  were  only  a  medium  which 
distorted  truth,  and  were  almost  unintelli- 
gible. It  was  not,  however,  to  support  any 
particular  man,  or  publication,  that  he  came 
to  that  Meeting,  but  to  support  the  general 
cause  in  which  they  were  all  interested* 
He  concluded  by  moving  the  first  Reso- 
lution, that  "  the  beat  interests  of  the  Me- 
dical Profession,  and  of  the  Public,  are 
identified  with  the  cause  of  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Reform;  and  that  Mr.  Wakley,  as 
Editor  of  Tiia  Lancet,  baring  given  the 
first  impulse  to  that  cause,  end  having  sub* 
sequently  advocated  it  with  un deviating 
firmness  and  fidelity,  is  entitled  to  the  cor- 
dial thanks  and  support  of  this  Meeting." 

Mr.  Mitts  seconded  the  Resolution. 

Mr.  Hensley  expressed  the  gratification  he 
felt,  that  so  numerous  and  respectable  an 
auditory  should  evince,  by  their  presence, 
that  they  were  the  friends  of  Mr.  Wakley. 
Certain  it  was,  that  by  his  undsunted  con- 
duct, and  irresistible  arguments  in  The 
Lancet,  Mr.  Wakley  had  proved,  that  no 
combination  could  thrust  him  down ;  and 
the  late  trial  had  demonstrated  that  he  was 
not  to  be  crushed.  (Cheers.)  He  (Mr. 
Hensley)  had  a  second  Resolution  to  more, 
which,  he  was  sure,  they  would  cordially 
approve,  and  which  he  would  presently  sub- 
mit. 

Dr.  Shell  said,  this  was  an  important 
Meeting,  in  his  opinion!  for,  if  this  Resold- 
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tion  were  ptssed,  it  would  identify  the  Me- 
dical Profession  with  the  Editor  of  The 
Lancet.  If  the  principle  embodied  in  that 
Resolution  went  forth  to  the  world,  it  would 
he  attended  with  consequences  deeply  inju- 
rious to  the  profession.  He  knew  neither 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  nor  Sir  Astley,  and 
therefore  he  was  perfectly  impartial.  The 
first  question  was,  how  far  the  Medical 
Press  was  conducted  with  advantage  to  me- 
dical science  and  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fession I  Now,  he  coutended,  but  with  great 
respect,  and  disclaiming  all  personal  hosti- 
lity, that  The  Lancet  had  nowise  contri- 
buted to  tbe  progress  of  medical  science,  or 
the  improvement  of  the  profession.  (Loud 
hissing,  and  some  cheers.)  He  trusted  that 
the  Meeting  had  not  been  got  up  by  a  few 
of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Wakley,  and'he  was 
sure  that  that  Gentleman  was  too  respecta- 
ble, and  too  dignified  in  his  proper  person, 
to  need  any  such  attempt.  (Applause.) 
He  trusted  that  the  Meeting  was  before 
the  British  public,  to  ascertain  how  far 
The  Lancet  was  useful  or  advantageous 
to  Medical  Science ;  and  ho  hoped  that, 
however  partial  the  Gentlemen  present 
might  be  to  Mr.  Wakley,  they  would  be 
governed,  in  what  they  sbouhl  do,  by  the 
real  interests  of  science.  (Hear,  hear.)— 
The  question  was  one  of  great  interest,  for 
it  was  one  that  embraced,  not  only  the 
freedom  of  the  press,  but  the  advancement 
of  medical  science.  With  respect  to  the 
freedom  of  the  press,  they  lived  in  a  coun- 
try where  the  law  always  maintained  that 
principle.  When  Mr.  Abernethy  had  ap- 
plied for  an  injunction  against  The  Lancet, 
Lord  Eldon  said,  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  that  The  Lancet  was  a  most  usefnl 
publication.  (Applause.)  He  did  not  know 
whether  that  observation  had  been  brought 
forward  at  the  late  trial ;  but  taking  the  case, 
what  was  it  1  It  appeared  that  the  operation 
was  one  of  peculiar  difficulty,  as  stated  upon 
oath  bysomeofthe  most  experienced  surgeons 
of  the  day.  This  operatiou  was  laid  hold  of 
by  The  Lancet,  and  published,  not  as  a 
medical,  but  as  a  tragical  performance,  in 
which  all  persons  without  science  or  know- 
ledge were  appealed  to,  and  n;>  opportunity 
afforded  to  Mr.  Cooper  to  vindicate  himself. 
Here,  then,  was  a  low  and  pitiful  attempt 
made,  through  the  medium  of  malice  and 
calumny.  (Loud  hisses  and  uproar.)  Here 
was  a  rude  and  pitiful  attempt  by  malice 
and  calumny  (renewed  signs  of  disapproba- 
tion,) and  yet  it  was  contended  that  this  had 
advanced  the  medical  profession.  The  evi- 
dence on  the  trial  went  to  show,  that  the 
dangers  by  which  the  operator  had  been 
surrounded  were  not  small,  and  that  there 
was  no  just  reason  to  accuse  him  of  unskil- 
fulness  in  what  he  did  ;  and  was  it  then  to 
be  eaid,  in  the  face  of  the  British  public, 


that  a  Meeting  had  been  held  at  the  Free- 
mason's Tavern,  to  offer  praise  and  reward 
to  the  individual  whose  conduct  had,  by  the 
verdict  of  the  Jury,  been  stamped  with  the 
accusation  of  untruth.  (Hear,  hear,  and 
hisses).  He  would  not  deny  that  there  was 
a  degree  of  talent  displayed  in  The  Lancet  ; 
but  neither  could  it  be  denied,  that  it  was  a 
public  depredator  by  means  of  reports  sur- 
reptitiously obtained  ;  and  the  title  of  "  Li- 
terary Kaven,"  which  had  been  applied  by 
Sir  James  Scarlett,  appeared  to  him  to  truly 
depict  its  character.  (Great  hisses  and  up- 
roar). Was  it  to  be  contended  that  any  one 
had  a  right  to  come  into  a  private  lecture- 
room,  and  catch  up  all  he  could  hear,  and 
then  to  publish  what  he  had  thus  surrepti- 
tiously and  fraudulently  obtained!  (Immense 
uproar  and  hisses).  As  far  as  the  Medical 
interest  was  concerned,  he  looked  upon  The 
Lancet  aa  one  of  the  most  injurious  publi- 
cations that  had  ever  appeared.  (Hisses). 
All  the  best  writers  on  the  subject  had  dwelt, 
with  peculiar  emphasis  on  the  necessity  of 
secrecy  among  the  Members  of  the  Profes- 
sion ;  but  The  Lancet  broke  through  this 
good  rule,  and  made  public  whatever  came 
within  its  notice  ;  and  he  had  no  doubt,  that 
if  it  could  get  at  the  cases  that  occurred  in 
private  practice,  it  would  give  them  with- 
out any  scruple.  (Uproar). 

The  Chairman  begged  to  remind  the  speak- 
er, that  at  all  events  Mr.  Wakely  had  not  as 
yet  done  so. 

Dr.  Shee :  I  am  arguing  on  the  principle 
which  appears  to  actuate  Mr.  Wakley. 

Mr.  John  Elliott  rsse  to  order.  He  could 
not  allow  Dr.  Sheil  to  be  going  upon  suppo- 
sitions. The  thing  that  he  supposed  had 
never  been  done. 

Dr.  Sheil  was  sure,  that  whatever  turn 
might  be  given  to  the  subject  in  England, 
at  all  events  the  conclusions  that  that  Meet- 
ing appeared  to  be  coming  to  would  be  re- 
sisted abroad.  The  weight  of  Sir  Astley 
Cooper's  name  abroad  would  overpower  any 
such  attempt,  and,  in  fact,  would  render  it 
contemptible  ;  t>o  that  any  attempt  to  prop 
up  so  low,  pitiful,  and  mean  an  attack,  must 
inevitably  be  attended  with  disgraceful  fai- 
lure. (Hisses). 

Mr.  Stevens  observed,  that  he  was  much 
surprised  at  what  had  fallen  from  Dr.  Sheil. 
He  had  been  induced  to  suppose  that  The 
Lancet  possessed  talent,  as  he  had  heard  it 
praised  in  so  many  directions,  and  he  cer- 
tainly had  never  heard,  till  that  evening, 
that  it  wn3  only  to  bo  found  in  the  hands  of 
the  illiterate.  (Hear,  hear!  and  a  laugh). 
He  had  always  understood,  that  it  was 
destined  for  the  use  of  students  and  other 
members  of  the  Prolossion,  and  that  it  was 
likely  to  be  of  great  use  in  reforming  the 
abuses  of  the  Medical  Practice.  (Hear,  hear ! 
and  cries  of  "  So  it  will !").   For  his  own 
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part,  he  was  glad  that  Medical  men  were 

occasionally  cut  up,  because,  when  they  did 
what  was  wrong,  it  was  proper  that  they 
should  he  told  of  it ;  and  when  they  did 
what  was  right,  it  added  a  fresh  stimulus  to 
their  exertions.  (Applause). 

Mr.  Thomas  obser?ed,  that  he  had  not  in- 
tended to  say  any  thing  at  the  present  Meet- 
ing ;  but,  as  Dr.  Shell,  in  the  course  of  his 
speech, bad  thought  proper  to  make  some  re- 
marks, tending  to  calumniate  Mr.  Wakley's 
witnesses  on  the  trial,  of  which  he  was  one,  be 
felt  called  upon  to  say  a  few  words.  (Hear, 
hear  !).  Dr.  Shee  seemed  to  consider  them 
all  as  the  mere  scum  of  the  earih — as  a  mi- 
serable band,  collected  together  to  support 
Mr.  Wakley.  whatever  might  be  the  conse- 
quence ;  as  though  he  was  desirous  of  going 
the  whole  length  of  a  publication,  which 
stigmatised  them  for  what  it  called  "  their 
deep  laid  contrivances — their  rankling  en- 
mities, and  their  hitter  revenge.*'  For 
himself,  he  could  say,  tliat  it  was  not  till 
the  evening  previous  to  the  trial,  that  he 
had  been  subpoenaed,  and  that  he  had,  previ- 
ously to  the  trial,  never  seen  Mr.  Wakley. 

Dr.  Sheit  said,  that  he  could  not  have  al- 
luded to  the  gentleman  who  was  speaking, 
as  he  did  not  even  know  his  name. 

Mr.  Thomas :  But  you  spoke  of  the  wit- 
nesses in  general. 

Dr.  Sheil :  Only  of  some  of  them. 

Mr.  Thomas  then  went  on  to  observe,  that 
as  Dr.  Sheil  appeared  to  be  the  advocate  of 
the  opposite  party,  he  also  supposed  that  be 
was  a  contributor  to  an  opposition  work. 
("No,  no  !*»  from  Dr.  Sheil).  It* he  were 
not,  at  all  events  he  had  put  forward  ideas 
that  were  quite  consonant  to  the  senti- 
ments expressed  in  that  Journal.  In  giving 
his  testimony,  he  had  not  spoken  of  the  in- 
struments employed  in  the  operation,  but  of 
his  own  impressions  on  the  subject,  having 
been  present  thirty-five  minutes,  and  that 
impression  certainly  was,  that  the  operation 
had  been  performed  in  a  buugling  and  un- 
scientific manner.  (Loud  applause,  mingled 
with  hisses).  Was  he,  then,  because  he 
happened  to  be  a  wituess  on  the  occasion,  to 
be  put  down,  pell-mell,  by  the  unfounded 
imputations  of  any  one?  The  highly-prin- 
cipled, honourable-minded,  Editor,  who 
had  determined  never  to  publish  any  per- 
sonalities, had  loaded  Mr.  Wakley  and  Mr. 
Lambert,  with  all  sorts  of  abuse.  Was  this 
what  they  intended  to  call  acting  on  princi- 
ple ?  (Applause,  and  cries  of  "  No,  no"). 
He  certainly  had  heard  that  Mr.  B.  Cooper 
was  an  amiable  man  in  private  life  ;  but 
what  had  that  to  do  with  the  question  at  is- 
sue 1  What  had  they  to  do  with  the  private 
character  of  a  man  in  a  public  office  ? 
(Cheers).  Surely  the  witnesses  of  Mr. 
Wakley  were  as  competent  to  speak  of  the 
manner  ia  which  the  operation  was  perform- 


ed, as  those  who  had  not  been  present  (ap- 
plauae) ;  and  as  he  bad  seen  many  opera- 
tions performed,  he  conceived  that  he  was  a 
competent  judge  of  the  skill  of  the  opera- 
tor. (Applause). 

Mr.  Evans,  who  appeared  to  he  s  stu- 
dent, thought  that  the  introduction  of  any 
attack  upon  the  witnesses,  or,  indeed,  of 
anything  that  occurred  at  the  trial,  was 
irrelevant.    (Hear,  hear.)    The  way  to  an- 
swer a  speaker  was  not  by  hisses,  but  by 
disproving  his  arguments,  and  rebutting  his 
facts.    (Applause.)    If  questions  were  to 
be  settled  merely  by  strength  of  lungs,  he 
was  afraid  that  instead  of  the  right  side  pre- 
vailing, success  would  uniformly  attend 
those  whose  physical  powers,  probably, 
much  exceeded  their  mental.  (Laughter 
and  applause.)    He  could  not  agree  with 
the  Gentleman,  who  had  stated  that  the  law 
of  England  was  the  protector  of  the  free- 
dom of  the  press,  for  it  was  well  known  that 
the  judges  had  decided,over  and  over  again, 
that  truth  was  a  libel.  (Applause.)    It  was 
only  the  vehicle  that  conveyed  public  senti- 
ment, and  not  the  force  that  impelled  it  for- 
ward.   He  was  convinced  that  any  attempt 
to  connect  medical  reform  with  Mr.  Wakley 
should  he    studiously  avoided  and  dis- 
claimed.  As  a  friend  of  free  discussion  in 
every  case,  and  anxious  to  uphold  the  prin- 
ciple, whatever  he  might  think  of  the  in- 
strument, he  intended  to  propose,  as  an 
amendment,  "  That  the  latter  part  of  the 
Resolution,  relating  to  Mr.  Wakley,  should 
be  omitted."    This  would  save  the  cause  of 
medical  reform  from  being  identified  with 
Mr.  Wakley,  of  whose  impartiality  he  would 
give  a  specimen.   In  the  lo3t  Number  of 
The  Lancet,  the  report  of  the  late  trial  was 
given  from  The  Times,  but  with  a  remark- 
able omission.    The  Lord  Chief  Justice  had 
rebuked  one  of  the  defendant's  witnesses  for 
not  answering  the  questions  iu  a  straight- 
forward  manner,  and   this  passage  was 
omitted.    If  Mr.  Wakley  would  do  this  on 
such  an  occasion,  would  he  be  more  candid 
when  the  public  eye  was  less  upon  him  1 
He,  therefore,  wished  to  have  the  question 
of  medical  reform  kept  separate  from  Mr. 
Wakley  individually.    The  first  part  of  the 
Resolution  would  be  carried  without  a  dis- 
senting voice,  as  on  that  principle  they 
were  all  agreed,  whatever  they  might  think 
of  the  conduct  of  individuals. 

The  Chairman  said,  he  was  informed  that 
Mr.  Wakley  meant  to  publish  a  very  full  and 
correct  report  of  the  trial. 

A  Gentleman,  from  the  lower  end  of  the 
room,  suit!,  the  last  speaker  had  been  some- 
what hasty  in  blaming  Mr.  Wakley,  as  it 
wns  not  yet  known  whether  the  report  in 
Tin:  Lam  m  was  taken  from  The  Times,  or 
same  other  paper.  No  charge  was  more 
unfounded  than  that  against  The  Lancet, 
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that  it  was  an  tmeandid  or  partial  publica- 
tion. It  might  be  true  that  there  were  at- 
tacks  on  individuals  ia  furtherance  of  the 
cause  of  surgical  reform,  but  the  pages 
■were  as  open  to  their  replies,  as  if  it  were 
their  own  Journal.  The  very  Number 
quoted  by  the  Inst  speaker,  proved  the  can- 
dour and  impartiality  of  Tup.  Lancet.  Mr. 
Callaway,  on  the  trial,  denied  that  he  hnd 
thrown  reflections  on  Sir.  Bransby  Cooper's 
character;  and  Mr.  Wakley  had  inserted  a 
letter  in  complete  vindication  of  Mr.  Calla- 
way's statement.  The  speaker  then  ad- 
verted to  the  remarks  made  by  Dr.  Shee  on 
the  defendant's  witnesses.  Nobody  would 
naturally  be  more  disposed  to  defend  him- 
self, than  a  person  whose  credit,  vouched 
on  oath,  was  impeached.  The  witnesa  did 
right  to  repel  the  imputation,  for  other- 
wise the  report  might  have  gone  forth  that 
it  was  uttered  in  his  presence,  and  be  had 
not  dared  to  rise  and  answer  it.  (Cheers.) 
He  did  not  believe,  however,  that  it 
had  been  meant  as  an  attack  on  the  wit- 
nesses, thought  the  Gentleman  who  made  it 
had  come  amongst  them  avowedly  as  the 
champion  of  the  other  party.  (Cheers,  and 
cries  of  "  Question.")  He  would  not  be 
put  down  by  clamour,  as  what  he  was  say- 
ing, waa  relevant  to  the  business  of  the 
meeting.  He  had  heard  the  term  "  mob" 
used.  He  suspected  that  those  who  used 
it,  did  not  know  where  to  draw  the  line 
which  separated  the  mob  from  the  anti- 
mob.  As  to  the  circulation  of  The  Lancet, 
it  did  not  belong  to  the  mob.  That  meet- 
ing, it  could  njt  be  denied,  was  respect- 
able ;  and  he  hail  no  doubt  that  two-thirds 
of  it  were  subscribers  to  The  Lancet. 
(Cheers.) 

Nobody  having  seconded  the  Amendment, 
it  was  about  ti  fail  to  the  grouwt,  when  Dr. 
Shee  stepped  forward  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Steel  said  :  He  did  not  belong  to  the 
medical  profession  ;  but  as  the  advertise- 
ment invited  the  friends  of  medical  reform, 
be  had  come  in  that  capacity,  and  would  of- 
fer a  few  remarks.  The  (juration  was  a3  to 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Wnkley.  They  eight 
take  the  evidence  of  hir  i.  >ionents  as  a  test 
for  his.  What  had  they  done.  ?  AY  hy,  truly, 
they  had  established  a  publication  of  exact- 
ly the  same  kind  as  hi?,  but  inferior  in  ta- 
lent and  integrity.  That  there  was  a  party 
warfare  in  the  medical  profession  he  re- 
joiced, because  advantages  would  arise  from 
it,  and  the  public  welfare  would  be  promo- 
ted. Mr.  Wakley  deseived  the  thanks  of 
the  community ;  he  mi  ht,  perhaps,  some- 
times go  fuither  than  he  could  justify  ;  but 
out  of  the  very  evil,  benefit  would  accrue. 
The  medical  world  had  goi.e  on  tiil  recently, 
and  nobody  knew  what  vi  ns  doing,  oren  in 
the  public  hospitals;  hut  Mr.  Wakley  has 
thrown  all  opeu.   But  bis  enemies  ssud  he 


had  no  right  to  publish  the  Lectures.  They 
had  since,  however,  acknowledged  its  ne- 
cessity, by  following  the  same  course  in 
their  own  publication.  (Cheers).  Mr.Wak- 
ley's  object  tended  to  meliorate  the  condition 
of  society,  by  exciting  the  diligence  of  the 
medicnl  profession,  and  rendeiing  it  neces- 
sary that  he  should  bestow  adequate  care 
and  attention  on  his  patients.  For  those 
reasons  he  should  support  the  original  Mo- 
tion. 

'1  he  Amendment  was  then  put,  and  ne- 
gatived ;  and  the  Resolution,  as  it  was  ori- 
ginally moved,  curried  by  a  very  lar^e 
majority. 

Mr,  Hentley  then,  aAer  observing  that  Mr. 
Wakley's  conduct  was  highly  praiseworthy, 
because  it  tended,  in  every  way,  to  the  be- 
nefit of  humanity,  moved  the  second  Reso- 
lution, which  was  to  the  following  efftct : — 
2d.  That  ti  e  purposes  for  which  the 
Hospitals  and  Infirmaries  of  the  metropolis 
were  founded,  and  that  the  views  of  the 
humane  contributors  to  their  funds,  are 
materially  promoted  by  the  weekly  publi- 
cation of  Kiports,  detailing  the  medical 
j  and  surgical  treatment  of  the  unfortunate 
:  patients,  and  that  Mr.  Waki.f.y  having 
!  originated  the  practice  of  publishing  Hospi- 
tal  Reports,   has    conferred  important 
benefits  on  medical  science,  and  on  the 
cause  of  humanity. 

Mr.  Smith  seconded  the  Resolution. 

A/r.  Ei am  said  it  was  really  impossible 
for  any  man  who  wished  to  promote  chari- 
ties, not  to  approve  of  this  Resolution  from 
beginning  to  end.  He  would  not,  therefore, 
attempt  to  oppose  it. 

The  Resolution  was  then  carried  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  John  TAlfott,  on  moving  the  third  Re- 
solution, said  that  he  did  not  come  there  to 
interfere  in  the  quarrels  of  Wakley  and 
Cooper.  They  had  acknowledged  that  Mr. 
Wukley's  exertions  had  been  very  conducive 
to  medical  reform,  by  the  last  Resolution 
they  had  passed.  Indeed,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  he  had  greatly  served  the 
cause  of  humanity,  by  preventing  idleness 
on  the  part  of  medical  persons,  and  com- 
pelling attention  to  the  poor  placed  under 
their  care.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  the 
editor  of  The  Lancet  ought  to  be  indemni- 
fied for  the  whole  expense  entailed  on  him 
hy  the  late  trial,  including  the  damages 
awarded  against  him.  This  would  not  be  a 
private  subscription,  like  Brodie's,  but  one 
opeu  to  the  world,  and  not  to  be  questioned 
iu  a  court  of  justice.  He  would  not  sup- 
port Mr.  Wakley,  if  he  had  attacked  private 
character;  but  he  would,  as  the  editor  of 
Tut  Lancet,  and  the  Representative  of  the 
Medic-.il  Free  Tress.  He  concluded  by 
moving  ; — 
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3d.  That  the  independent  and  impartial 
principles  on  which  The  Lancet  was  first 
established,  have  been  preserved  by  Mr. 
Wakt.ev  at  all  risks;  and  as  it  was  ac- 
knowledged at  the  late  trial,  that  the  legal 
expenses  of  some  of  bis  opponents,  on  an- 
other occasion,  were  defrayed  by  cer- 
tain'hospital  physicians  and  surgeons,  it  is 
farther  resolved,  That  a  Subscription  be 
opened  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  late  action. 

Dr.  Sheil  said,  it  was  peculiarly  unplea- 
sant to  address  the  meeting  a  second  time, 
when  he  knew  tliey  heard  him  with  reluc- 
tance (cheers  and  hisses).  The  greater 
part  of  the  meeting  were  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Wakley.  He  was  not  his  opponent.  He 
was  not  acquainted  with  Mr.  Cooper,  nor 
had  he  any  undue  motive  for  opposing  the 
llesolutions  ;  but  he  was  afraid  when  they 
went  abroad,  they  would  give  an  unfair  idea  of 
the  state  of  the  medical  profession  in  England. 
As  to  a  subscription  for  Mr.  Wakley.if  he  had 
suffered  any  loss  for  defending  the  liberty  of 
the  Press,  he  ought  to  be  reimbursed.  But 
in  this  case,  though  the  Chief  Justice  had 
told  the  Jury  if  they  thought  the  report  in 
The  Lancet  bona fidet  they  should  find  for  the 
defendant,  the  verdict  of  twelve  honest  men 
was  against  him.  The  subscriptiont,herefore, 
would  be  in  the  teeth  of  the  Jury,  and  of  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England.  If  Mr. 
Wakley  had  suffered  loss  in  publishing  The 
Lancft,  by  vindicating  boldly,  and,  he 
would  admit,  with  some  degree  of  talent, 
the  interests  of  the  Medical  Profession,  his 
claim  to  the  subscription  might  be  enforced. 
But  when  they  heard  that  he  gained  a  large 
income  by  publishing  other  men's  lectures, 
they  could  not  fear  that  a  fine  of  100/.  would 
bring  him  to  distress.  Was  it  necessary, 
then,  for  the  friends  of  Medical  Reform  to 
come  forward!  What  would  they  do  but 
cast  a  stigma  on  Sir  Astley  Cooper  (hisses, 
and  some  faint  cheers)  ? 

Mr.  J.  Elliott  remarked  that  this  was  not 
to  be  treated  as  a  party  question. 

Dr.  Sheil  resumed,  after  a  while,  to  state, 
that  so  f  ar  was  he  from  being  opposed  to  libe- 
ral feelings,  that  he  himself,  at  the  West- 
minister Society  (great  disorder  ensued,  and 
cries  of  "  What  have  we  to  do  with  the 
Westminster  Society  V) 

The  Chairman  said,  certainly  that  Meeting 
could  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Westmin- 
ster Society. 

Dr. Shtit  resumed  ;  Last  Saturday  night, 
said  he,  the  President  proposed  to  send 
round  the  ballot-box  to  expel  Mr.Lambert  for 
his  couduct  relative  to  this  affair.  I  alone 
opposed  it,  and  it  was  carried,  at  my  in- 
stance, that  a  fortnight  should  be  allowed 
him  before  the  ballot  was  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  Childt  said,  that  he  knew  nothing  of 
Mr.  Wakley,  and  was  not  even  of  the  jne- 


dicsl  profession,  but  he  bad  watched  the 
progress  of  this  case,  because  he  waa,  in  all 
instances,  a  firm  friend  of  the  liberty  of  tber 
press.  His  opinion  was,  that  under  all  the 
circumstances,  Mr.  Wakley  was  entitled  to 
a  new  trial,  but,  at  the  same  time,  he  would 
not  advise  him  to  apply  for  one.  (A  laugh.) 
Mr.  Childs  then  proposed  to  read  a  letter, 
but  the  hand-writing  was  too  impenetrable 
fir  him,  and  he  handed  it  to  Mr.  Elliott,  who, 
after  getting  through  half  a  line,  was  ob- 
liged to  declare  the  case  desperate,  and 
called  in  Mr.  Hensley  to  the  consultation. 
Both  the  doctors  having  resigned,  Mr.Childs 
tried  once  more,  but  there  was  so  much 
laughter  occasioned  by  the  bandying  about 
the  paper,  and  the  stumbling  over  half- legi- 
ble words,  that  he  thought  it  better,  after 
a  while,  to  abandon  the  attempt. 

A  discussion  then  arose  about  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  an  aecount  of  a  second  ope- 
ration for  lithotomy  by  Mr.  Cooper  (in 
which  he  bad  been  successful)  had  been 
sent  to  Mr.  Wakley?  It  was  stated,  that 
such  was  the  case  *,  but  as  the  action  for 
the  present  libel  was  then  pending,  Mr. 
Wakley  thought  that  be  perceived  some- 
thing in  that  second  report  that  might  tend 
to  aggravate  the  damages,  and  which,  at  the 
same  time,  would  be  further  injurious  to 
Mr.  B.  Cooper. 

An  elderly  Gentleman  said,  that  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  agree  with  the  verdict  that 
had  been  given  by  the  jury.  (Applause.)  In 
his  opinion,  a  justification  of  the  statement 
in  The  I-ancet  had  been  made  out,  and  he 
thought  Mr.  Wakley  was  entitled  to  the 
approbation  of  every  honest  man  who  was 
desirous  of  supporting  the  freedom  of  the 
press.  (Loud  cheers.)  He  knew  well 
enough  how  a  jury  was  mauaged.  One 
bad  sheep  was  enough  to  corrupt  the  rest 
of  the  flock ;  and  he  had  known  instauces 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  where  some  of  the  jury- 
men had  said,  "  Well,  what  is  the  verdict 
to  be  V— "  Oh  !  it  must  be  guilty." — 
"  Well,  I  did  not  exactly  feel  that ;  but  if 
you  think  so  and  so  a  verdict  of  guilty 
was  returned.  (A  laugh.)  He  could  not 
help  feeling  that  the  late  verdict  was  not  in 
unison  with  the  evidence  that  had  been 
adduced  of  the  protracted  and  unscientific 
performance  of  the  operation.  (Cheers.) 

The  third  resolution  was  then  carried  by 
an  immense  majority,  only  five  hands  being 
held  up  against  it. 

Mr.  Evans  moved,  "  That  the  statement 
of  professional  facts  in  an  unprofessional 
form, — such  as  the  dramatic  instead  of  the 
narrative, — is  highly  reprehensible  in  the 
individual,  and  detrimental  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  science." 

This  resolution,  after  some  turbulent  dis- 
cussion, was  withdrawn. 
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Mr.  Stevens  then  moved,  as  the  fourth 
resolution,  That,  «•  in  accordance  with  the 
feelings  this  meeting  has  expressed,  Mr. 
Wskley  be  invited  to  attend  a  public  dinner 
and  that  a  committee  be  nominated  to  ar- 
range the  same." 

Mr.  Rogers  seconded  the  Resolution,  and 
it  was  carried  uuanimously. 

The  members  of  the  committee  were  then 
named,  and  power  given  to  add  to  their 
number. — The  Chairman  then  vacated  his 
office,  and  the  meeting  separated. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
December  15,  1828. 

Dr.  Haslam,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

CASE  0F  STRICTURED   rectum,  urethra, 
AND  GANGRENOUS  STOMACH. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  were 
read. 

Mr.  Salmon  was  consulted  in  the  month 
of  October,  1825,  by  a  gentleman,  aMat. 
52,   who  had  for  many  years  previous, 
been  subject  to  stricture  of  the  urethra,  and 
very  repeated  attacks  of  retention  of  urine, 
so  frequent,  that  he  could  not  leave  home 
without  carrying  with  him  a  catheter  in  his 
walking-stick.   He  had  also  been  treated 
for  many  years,  as  having  had  a  diseased 
liver;  for  this  he  had  taken  mercury  till  he 
had  become  extremely  emaciated,    lie  had 
gone  to  Cheltenham,  and  various  parts,  for 
the  advantage  of  change  of  air,  and  taken 
medicine,  which  he.  thought  had  formed,  or 
might  have  converted,  his  stomach  into  an 
apothecary's  shop.  Lalterly,  had  had  desire 
to  pass  his  motions  three  or  four  times  in 
the  course  of  an  hour.    Small  quantities  of 
fluid  passed  on  those  occasions,  accompa- 
nied with  a  sort  of  burning  sensation,  and 
crampy  pains  of  the  lower  part  of  the  gut. 
When  Mr.  Salmon  first  saw  him,  it  was  un- 
der a  request  that  he  should  attend  to  lap 
the  bladder,  retention  having  existed  for 
tliree  previous  days.  On  examination,  found 
the  rectum  loaded  with  hardened  fa?ces, 
which,  when  removed,  so  relieved  the  pa- 
tient, that  he  passed  his  urine  freely  very 
soon  afterwards,  without  the  introduction 
of  any  instrument  whatever.    There  was  a 
stricture  at  about  four  inches  from  the  anus, 
and  another  at  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the 
colon.    He  attended  him  till  December,  and 
and  was  able  to  introduce  No.  7  only.  He 
subsequently  saw  him  occasionally,  and  the 
patient  went  on  recovering,  till  he  was  again 
sent  for  to  see  him  on  the  19th  November 


membrane  of  the  mouth,  State  of  the  tongue 
pulse,  6tc.  There  was  great  pain  over  the 
surface  of  the  abdomen.  Intended  to  take 
only  18  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  open- 
ed the  vein,  but  could  not  stop  the  blood, 
though  the  finger  was  applied  to  the  orifice 
for  40  minutes,  until  50  ounces  were  Ipst ; 
did  not  faint ;  ordered  simple  saline,  with 
small  doses  of  hydrarg.  c.  creta  every  four 
hours.  Went  on  apparently  recovering  for 
a  few  days;  then  bicod  was  ejected  from 
the  mouth,  nose,  and  anus,  when  food, 
was  taken  into  the  stomach,  and,  in  a  short 
time  afterwards,  expired  suddenly. 

The  morbid  part  i  were  shown  to  the  So- 
ciety, and  very  beautiful  illustrations  they 
were.    The  gut  was  immensely  coated  with 
fat,  though  the  patient,  a  corpulent  man, 
and  a  very  free  liver,  had  not  been  a  very 
fat  subject.    The  rectum  was  considerably 
contracted  at  about  three  inches  from  the 
anus,  the  coats  much  thickened,  but  the 
mucous    membrane  sound ;  immediately 
above,  the  rectum  very  considerably  di- 
lated. Another  contraction  at  the  sigmoid 
flexure  for  about  four  inches  up.  The  caput 
coli  much  distended.    The  liver,  though 
formerly  suspected  to  have  been  diseased, 
was  perfectly  healthy  ;  and  all  the  viscera, 
except  the  stomach,  which  bore  most  ex- 
tensive marks  of  acute  inflammation,  with 
extensive  marks  of  ulceration  throughout  a 
considerable  portion  of  it.    The  inferences 
Mr.  Salmon  drew  ftom  these  appearances 
were,  first,  that  those  of  the  rectum  esta- 
blished some  parts  of  the  doctrine  laid  down 
I  in  his  work,  the  disposition  of  the  strictures 
I  being  between  the  mucous  and  muscular 
:  coats ;  next,  how  much  such  a  case  might 
be  mistaken  at  the  commencement,  ti  e  man 
having  been  treated  for  many  years,  under  a 
notion  that  he  had  diseased  liver,  whereas 
no  such  disease  had  existed ;  and,  lastly, 
that  examination  ought  to  proceed  beyond 
the  first  appearances  met  with,  if  many 
persons  had  had  this  case  to  have  examined, 
on  finding  the  gaugrenous  state  of  the  sto- 
mach, they  would  have  considered  it  suf- 
ficient to  have  accounted  for  death,  and 
proceeded  no  further. 

The  discussion  upon  the  case  occupied 
the  evening,  in  which  many  useful  remarks 
were  made  by  different  members  ;  but  want 
of  space  prohibits  our  giving  them.  The  dis- 
cussion to  be  resumed  at  the  next  Meeting, 


last.  He  was  then  labouring  under  acute 
inflammation,  as  appeared  by  the  mucous 


December  22. 

TURERCL'LATED  SCIRRHOUS  UTERUS,  CARCI- 
NOMATOUS LIVER,  AND  CONCUSSION  OP 
THE  DRAIN. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having 
been  read, 

The  P resident  read  a  letter  addressed  to 
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him  by  Mf.  Wtusbrougb,  of  Fulhatn,  re* 

guesting  the  favour  of  his  exhibiting  to  the 
Society  a  stomach  pump,  the  age  of  which 
bad  been  traced  to  reventy-five  yean,  and 
also  a  trocar,  which  Mr.  Wsusbrough  lia<i 
been  in  the  habit  of  usiug  eight  or  nine 
years,  lie  referred  to  a  Number  in  The 
Lakckt,  for  a  full  description  of  the  atomach 
pump. 

Mr.  Sheablly  exhibited  to  the  Society 
■  uterus  containing  a  sent  a  of  tuberculsted 
scirrhous  tumour? ,  taken  from  a  female  who 
had  died  of  hvdrotliorax.  Also  a  small  paly 
pus  which  grew  from  the  os  tinea*.  The.  pa- 
tient had  never  complained  of  any  incon- 
venience from  the  state  of  the*  uterus. 
Within  the  pericardium  six  or  eight  ounces, 
and,  iu  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  a  pint  and  a 
ba.f  of  fluid  wero  found.  J»he  died  suddenly, 
alter  experiencing  a  consideiable  shock  in 
hastily  sitting  down  upon  a  chair,  after  hav- 
ing been  walking.  Hence  the  inference, 
that  great  care  was  to  be  taken,  that  pa- 
tients  labouring  under  bydrothurax,  should 
avoid  shaking,  or  bodily  agitation. 

Mr.  Smith  related  a  case  of  carcinoma- 
tous liver  most  extensively  diseased,  and 
exhibited  the  preparation. 

Mr.  Callaway  related  the  case  of  a 
gentleman,  who.'by  being  thrown  from  his 
gig,  received  a  violent  blow  on  the  os  occi- 
pitis.  On  the  day  nfterthe  accident,  he  re- 
gained nil  Ma  mental  facultiea,  he  continued 
in  full  possession  of  them  for  about  four  day  a, 
insensibility  then  again  came  on,  and  he 
expired  in  two  days  afterwards.  The  post- 
mortem examination  exhibited  the  dura 
mater  lacerated,  und  u  great  portion  of  the 
auterior  lobes  of  each  hemisphere  literally 
smashed  ;  the  brain  was  soft,  and  presented 
much  of  the  appearance  of  strawberry  milk. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 
Saturday,  December  20th,  1828. 

Mr.  Cjfsar  Haweijcs  in  the  Chair. 

FXT  R A*  UTERINE  FQT.TATION. 

Mn.  Jkwel  in  rising  to  relate  the  particu- 
lars of  a  case,  agreeably  to  the  announcement 
at  the  preceding  Meeting  of  the  Society,  1 
take  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  regret 
at  observing  the  very  few  obstetric  subjects 
which  have  heeu  brought  helot  e  the  So- 
ciety for  discussion  during  the  past  or  pre- 
sent sessions  ;  a  circunutunce,  1  conclude, 
quite  accidental,  as  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  no  subjects,  generally,  I.ave 
created  more  animated,  or  more  interesting 
discussions,  than  those  connected  with  this 
department  of  medical  science.    The  case, 


(the  particulars  of  which  I  will  relate  to  the 
Society,)  is,  I  presume,  a  case  of  extra-ute- 
rine Icetat'on.  A  tall,  healthy  woman,  27 
years  of  ige,  bud  heeu  innriiedtwo  years, 
and  had  once  aborted.  In  the  month  of 
September  1827,  she  quitted  her  husband, 
who  resides  in  London,  having  accepted  a 
situation  in  the  country.  At  the  expiration 
of  a  few  weeks,  she  received  permission  to 
come  to  town  tot  a  day  to  see  her  friends, 
and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  passed  the 
ni^ht  (November  the  8th)  with  her  hus- 
band, the  following  morning  returning  to 
her  situation  in  the  country.  Soon  after? 
wards,  the  viuious  sympathetic  affections 
of  pregnancy  manifested  themselves  ;  the 
morning  sickue.-s,  and  heart-burn,  were  not 
only  present,,  but  occasioued,  at  times,  much 
suffering ;  the  breasts  were  enlarged  and 
painful ;  the  catamenin,  however,  returned 
at  the  regular  periods,  but  the  secretion 
was  scanty,  and  of  a  paler  colour,  than  for- 
merly. She  now  quitted  her  situation,  and 
came  to  town  to  her  husband,  and  engaged 
an  intelligent  midwife  to  attend  at  her  ap- 
proaching confinement.  The  circumstance 
of  quickening  occurred  at  the  latter  period 
of  February,  and,  as  is  not  unfrequent,  it 
was  accompanied  by  n  paroxysm  of  fainting. 
The  abdomen  gradually  enlarged,  and  tbe 
movements  of  the  child  (as  imagined)  could 
not  only  be  easily  detected  with  tbe 
hand,  but  were  visible.  On  the  9th  of 
August,  making  a  period  of  274  days,  she 
was  seized  with  the  usual  premonitory 
symptoms  cf  labour.  There  was  pain  in 
the  back,  a  frequent  inclination  to  void  her 
urine,  and  a  mucous  discharge  from  the  va- 
gina. The  midwife  was  sent  for,  and  soon 
arrived.  She  found  the  patient  walking  the 
chamber,  and  concluded,  from  her  general 
apppearance,  and  the  presence  of  ail  the 
phe  nomena  of  parturition,  that  the  process 
lw:d  made  some  progress.  Several  distinct 
uterine  contractions  occurred  after  the 
arrival  of  the  midwife,  the  last  of  which, 
from  its  severity,  caused  the  patient  forci- 
bly to  grasp  the  back  of  a  chair.  Upon  its 
subsiding  she  became  very  faint,  and,  from 
that  period,  no  further  parturient  effort  took 
place. 

It  is  necessary  to  remark,  that  no  ex- 
amination per  vaginitm  was  made,  neither 
was  any  sanguineous  vaginal  discharge  ob- 
served. A  few  dnv9  after  this  event,  I  first 
saw  the  patient,  and,  upon  examination  per 
mgitiuut,  found  the  os  uteri  and  cervix  had 
not  undergone  auy  change.  Her  general 
health  has,  of  late,  rather  improved, 
although  it  is  still  much  disordered.  The 
Ciitamenial  discharge,  still  pale,  now  scarcely 
exceeds,  at  each  period,  a  few  drachms  in 
quantity.  The  breasts  are  rather  more 
flaccid  "than  before,  but  occasionally  painful, 
aud  ahe  complains  of  pain  in  the  left  hypo- 
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gastrium,  particularly  towards  night,  or 
when  the  abdomen  is  compressed  by  the 
band,  or  by  her  stays.  She  complains  also  of 
a  weight  in  the  abdomen,  which  is  increased 


when  she  leans  forward.  There  is  n  stronu 
impression  on  her  mind  that  there  is  "  some- 
thing- to  come  away,"  or  that  she  might  be 
relieved  br  an  operation. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  some  females,  more 
particularly  at  the  period  of  life  when  the 
catamenia  are  about  to  cease,  and  when  they 
are  very  desirous  of  having  a  family,  occa- 
sionally imagine  themselves  pregnant,  and 
that  ceitain  morbid  symptoms  may  arise, 
somewhat  analogous  to  the  various  sympa- 
thetic affections  of  pregnancy  ;  but  I  am 
not  aware  that  the  uterus  ever  takes  on  an 
expulsive  acticn,  unless  conception,  uterine, 
Or  extra-uterine,  had  actually  been  effected, 
or  unless  it  had  to  get  rid  of  sime  extra- 
neous substance.  The  subject  of  this  case 
was  a  young  healthy  woman,  who  had  mis- 
carried once,  and  there  was  every  piobabi- 
lity  of  her  having  a  numerous  family. 

Strictly  speaking,  there  are  four  species 
Of  extra- uterine  fcetation  : — 1st.  Graviditas 
ovaria ;  2nd.  Graviditas  tubaria  ;  3rd.  Gra- 
viditas ahdominalis  ;  4th.  Graviditas  in 
nteri  substantia  ;  the  latter  being  rare  in 
its  occurrence.  Judging  from  the  symptoms', 
I  should  think  it  more  than  probable  that 
the  case  related  is  one  of  ventral  pre^nancv, 
as,  when  the  ovum  is  lodged  cither  in  the 
ovarium  or  the  fallopian  tube,  the  sac  verv 
commonly  bursts  at  about  the  second  or 
third  month  of  gestation,  and  the  woman 
dies  from  internal  haemorrhage  ;  or,  if  she 
survives,  certain  phenomena  would  indicate 
what  had  occurred.  These  woull,  I  pre- 
sume, also  arise,  if  the  ovum  had  escaped 
from  the  uterine  into  the  abdominal  cavity 
in  couseepjenee  of  laceration.  The  nature  of 
the  case  may  be  questioned,  from  the  uterus 
not  having  furnished  and  expelled  its  deci- 
duous membrane.  The  absence  of  this  mem- 
brane would  not  be  sufficient  proof  that  my 
surmises  were  erroneous.  Mr.  Burns  says 
that,  in  most  instances,  decidua  is  formed. 
Dr.  Blundell,  whose  researches  have  been 
extensive,  examined  two  cases,  in  which 
the  decidua  was  wanting  ;  Mr.  Lan^staff 
also  examined  a  case,  in  which  there  was 
no  decidua. 

This  case  will  suggest  very  ingenious  ob- 
servations ;  and  I  am  not  without  n  hone  that 
some  important  facts  will  be  stated,  whicl 
may  ultimately  tend  to  throw  some  litt!', 
additional  light  upon  this  hitherto  obscure, 
but  interesting,  part  of  human  physiology. 

[The  independent  Members  of  this  Society 
will  do  well  ta  attend  on  Saturday,  Jan.  'Ard, 
when  a  proposition  of  a  most  infatnims  na- 
ture is  to  be  submitted  to  ih-ir  conside- 
ration.] 


phrenology. 


Althoi  gh  I  should  be  unwilling  to  make 
your  valuable  Journal  the  medium  of  a  Phre- 
nological controversy,  yet  I  trust  you  will 
allow  me  to  make  a  few  observations  in  re- 
ply to  "  Remarks  on  Phrenology,"  by  A, 
and  which  appear  in  No. 472  of  The  Lan- 
cet.  The  author,  after  alluding  to  some  of 
the  metaphysical  writers,  (whose  works,  he 
says,  are  now  consigned  to  a  well-merited 
oblivion,)  informs  us,  that  "  a  sect  has  re- 
cently arisen,  which,  under  the  appellation 
of  The  Phrenologists,  is  busily  propagating 
absurdities  derided  by  the  wise  ;  hut,  from  their 
novelty,  and  the  resolute  quackery  by  which 
they  are  accompanied,  not  ill-calculated  to 
catch  the  ignorant  and  unwary."  This  savours 
pretty  strongly  of  the  same  spirit  which 
characterised  the  Eitinburgk  Review,  in  181.7, 
and  clearly  proves,  (though  this  may  be  the 
era  of  common  sense,)  that  good-breeding  is 
still  not  so  comvitm  as  could  be  wished.— 
Some  allowance  might,  perhaps,  be  made 
for  the  Edinburgh  Review,  when  we  consider 
that  at  the  time  when  that  most  abusive 
article  was  written,  the  nature  and  objects 
of  phrenology  were  very  generally  misun- 
derstood, a:id  consequently  misiepresented. 
At  this  time  of  day,  however,  when  thou- 
sands have  openly  avowed  their  belief  in 
phrenology ;  when  Phrenological  Societies 
have  been  established  in  a'.most  every  large 
tovvn  in  the  United  Kingdom,  containing, 
among  their  member?,  many,  very  many, 
who  hold  a  distinguished  rank  in  the  scale 
of  intellect ;  at  this  time  of  day,  1  say,  to 
attempt  to  refute  phrenology  by  vilifying 
its  supporters,  is  an  act  disgraceful  to  a  man 
of  sense  ;  an  act,  to  which  no  man  of  sense, 
who  feels  confident  in  the  strength  of  his 
argument,  would  ever  condescend  ;  an  act, 
in  short,  which  can  only  result  from  a  pecu- 
liar mental  feeling,  manifested  in  A's  opi- 
nion, very  generally,  by  phrenologists,  viz., 
"  matchless  impudence." 

Hut  as  calling  names  is  not  argument,  I 
willingly  leave  to  him  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  hasten  to  see  "  the  shallowness 
of  the  reasoning  by  which  this  doctrine  is 
.supported."    Phrenology  professes  (to  use 
'  the  language  of  A)  "  to  trace,  by  observa- 
tion, the  connexion  between  certain  alleged 
developments  of  the  brain,  and  certain  men- 
|  lal  emotions  and  impulses,  and  Intellectual 
I  opera'.Hns ;''  and  I  must  confess,  1  inn  not 
I  aware  of  any  "  circumstances  of  uncontrol- 
•  labts  force,"  that  can  make  it  impossible  to 
trai-e  this  connexion.    It  will  be  necessary, 
however,  before  we  advert  to  the  "  various 
and  blended  emotions  by  which  the  mind  of 
man  is  liable  t.»  be  agitated,"  to  endeavour 
!  to  asceitain,  if  possible,  the  different  funda- 
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mental  pewen  of  the  human  mind ;  .and 
which,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  Baying,  may 
he  effected  by  observing  human  nature,  and 
by  comparing  mental  manifestation  with 
cerebral  development.  Such  observations, 
however,  must  be  made  with  accuracy,  with- 
out prejudice,  and  with  the  sole  view  of 
arriving  at  the  truth,  a  should  have  paused 
at  the  "  vef^r  threshold,"  for  the  purpose 
of  acquainting  himself  with  the  elementary 
principles  of  the  mind,  before  he  attempted 
to  write  upon  the  subject.  Surely  this  would, 
at  least,  have  been  an  act  of  prudence,  if  not 
of  positive  justice.  But,  to  the  point:  are 
we  born  with  similar,  or  with  different  pro- 
pensities ?  Is  the  mind  originally  like  a 
sheet  of  blank  paper,  as  supposed  by  Locke, 
upon  which  any  characters  we  choose  may, 
by  education,  be  imprinted?  Or  is  a  diffe- 
rent bias  originally  impressed  upon  each 
mind  by  the  omniscient  Creator  of  all 
things?  The  most  superficial  observation 
will  enable  us  to  answer  this  question. — 
Every  one  who  regards  human  nature  with 
attention,  cannot  fail  to  remark,  that  chil- 
dren, even  of  the  same  family,  who  asso- 
ciate together,  and  are  educated  together, 
manifest,  from  their  earliest  years,  different 
feelings,  capacities, and  propensities.  Aken- 
aide  has  long  ago  observed,  that 

"  Since  the  claims 
Of  social  life  to  different  labours  urge 
The  active  pow'rs  of  man,  with  wise  intent 
The  hand  of  nature  on  peculiar  minds 
Imprints  a  different  bias,  aod  to  each 
Decrees  its  province  in  the  common  toil." 

Again :  is  the  brain  the  instrument, 
through  the  medium  of  which  the  mental 
powers  are  manifested  ?  This,  1  take  it  for 
granted,  will  not  be  denied.  With  the 
view,  then,  of  proving  the  connexion  that 
exists  between  different  portions  of  this  in- 
strument, aod  the  various  mental  powers,  I 
proceed,  at  once,  to  state  the  result  of  my 
own  observations.  I  invariably  find  that  all 
persons  who  manifest  in  their  manner,  de- 
portment, and  conversation,  a  more  than 
usual  degree  of  self-importance,  pride,  and 
egotism,  have  that  portion  of  brain  which  is 
situated  at  the  posterior  part  of  the  vertex, 
largely  developed  ;  and  that  all  who  are  re- 
markable for  their  want  of  confidence  and 
unassuming  manners,  have  the  same  part  ol 
the  brain  deficient.  I  invariably  find,  that 
all  persons  who  are  remarkable  for  tithing 
eare  upon  nil  occasions,  who  are  prudent  in 
conduct,  and  circumspect  in  action,  hav< 
that  portion  of  brain  which  is  situated  near 
the  middle  of  each  parietal  bone,  largely  de 
veloped ;  and  that  all  random,  thoughtless, 
and  imprudent  characters,  have  the  same 
portion  of  brain  deficient.  I  invariably 
find,  that  all  persons  who  manifest  great 
fortitude  and  determination  of  character, 


(notwithstanding  A  denies  the  existence  of 
firmness  as  a  quality  of  the  mind,)  bare 
that  portion  of  brain  which  is  situated  at 
the  posterior  part  of  the  coronal  surface, 
largely  developed ;  while  all  those  who  are 
remarkable  for  vacillation  and  indecision — 
those,  in  short,  who  appear  to  have  no  will 
of  therr  own.  have  the  same  portion  of  brain 
deficient.  These  are  facts,  not  aided  by 
imagination,  but  plain  facts,  which,  to  the 
unprejudiced  mind,  may  be  demonstrated  as 
clearly  and  indisputably,  as  that  two  and 
two  make  four;  and  which  must,  un- 
questionably, be  admitted  to  be  better 
evidence  than  a  series  of  shallow,  though, 
apparently,  ingenious  theoretical  reason- 
ings. Let  A  adduce  one  single  instance 
subversive  of  one  of  these  facts,  and  I 
give  up  phrenology  for  ever.  But  facta 
«re,  probably,  beneath  the  notice  of  A, 
otherwise  I  might  enumerate  many  more  ; 
yet  these  I  trust  are  amply  sufficient  for  my 
present  purpose,  which  is  simply  to  prove 
the  possibility  of  ascertaining  by  observa- 
tion, the  fundamental  faculties  of  the  mind. 
Hie  grand  objection,  however,  to  phre- 
nology, in  the  mind  of  a,  appears  to  be  the 
difficulty,  the  "  insurmountable  difficulty" 
of  judging  of  the  motives  which  may  have 
prompted  to  any  particular  action  ;  and  he 
asks,  with  the  most  perfect  naivete",  "  how 
it  is  possible,  at  no  one  particular  action  is  sig~ 
nificant  (f  any  one  particular  emotion,  for  the 
phrenologist  to  affirm,  that  whenever  he 
finds  a  particular  development  of  more  than 
ordinary  magnitude,  he  also  finds  a  particu- 
lar passion  in  excess."  Now  this  assump- 
tion is  directly  contrary  to  fact,  and  proves, 
at  once,  that  he  knows  as  little  of  the  mode 
of  action  of  the  faculties,  as  he  does  of  the 
existence  of  the  faculties  themselves.  Let 
him  learn,  then,  that  each  faculty  being  in 
a  state  of  activity,  desires  to  be  gratified ; 
and  that  such  activity  may  arise  either 
from  simple  internal  excitement,  or  from 
the  excitement  of  external  circumstances. 
That  our  feelings  are  frequently  produced 
by  simple  internal  excitement,  must  be  evi- 
dent to  any  one  who  has  ever  reflected  upon 
the  subject.  Who  has  not,  at  times,  felt 
involuntary  emotions  of  hope,  of  fear,  or  of 
veneration,  for  which  he  is  not  able  to  assign 
a  cause  ?  Who,  with  largely  developed 
ideality,  does  not  often  feel  disposed  to 
wander  in  the  regions  of  creative  fancy,  and 
delight  his  imagination,  with  contemplating 
scenes  of  ideal  beauty  and  perfection,  with- 
out being  sensible  of  any  other  cause  than 
an  internal  impulse,  for  the  production  of  such 
feelings  ?  How  numerous  are  the  instances 
on  record,  of  persons,  even  of  good  educa- 
tion, wealthy  in  circumstances,  and,  in 
other  respects,  of  strictly  moral  conduct, 
who  manifest  the  most  unconquerable  pro- 
pensity to  steal  1  A  physician  is  mentioned 
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by  Lavater,  who  seldom  left  the  room  of' 
his  patients,  without  taking  with  him  some  i 
article  or  other  *,  but  upon  which  he  scarcely  | 
bestowed  a  thought,  after  it  was  trans  - ' 
ferred  to  his  pocket.  His  pockets  were 
regularly  searched  by  his  wife,  who  care- 
fully restored  each  article  to  its  respective 
owner.  We  hear  also,  not  unfrequeutly, 
of  murderers,  who  have  t»ot  been  instigated 
to  the  perpetration  of  their  crime,  either  by 
the  hope  of  plunder,  or  by  feelings  of  hatred 
or  revenge,  and  who  have  assigned,  as  their 
only  motive,  an  irresistible  propensity  to 
shed  human  blood.  These  instances  of  in- 
ordinate  excitement  in  the  organs  of  ac- 
quisitiveness and  destructi  vent? as,  are  merely 
mentioned  as  additional  proofs,  that  our 
faculties  may  be  excited  by  internal  causes,* 
and  that  any  act  performed  from  the  simple 
impulse  of  excited  feeling,  cannot  be  said 
to  be  done  from  a  motive.  Jf  a  man  be 
prompted  to  commit  a  theft  solely  by  in- 
ordinate activity  of  the  organ  of  acquisitive- 
ness, he  gratifies  an  excited  propensity,  but 
there  is  no  motive  ;  if,  however,  he  steal 
with  a  view  to  relieve  his  wife  and  children 
who  are  in  want  of  bread,  then  there  is  a 
clear  and  distinct  motive.  The  term  motive, 
necessarily  implies  a  certain  co-  operation  of 
the  reasoning  powers,  without  the  exercise 
of  which,  there  can  be  no  motive. 

Having  said  thus  much  of  the  primitive 
mental  powers  in  a  state  of  simple  and  un- 
combined  activity,  let  us  now  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  more  complicated 
emotions  of  the  human  mind.  1  fully  admit 
the  difficulty  with  which  all  investigations 
of  the  human  mind  have  been  hitherto 
attended  ;  but  must  it  consequently  be  in- 
ferred, that  the  difficulty  is  insurmountable  ? 
On  the  contrary,  if  metaphysical  writers,  in 
every  age,  have  failed  in  their  endenvours 
to  develop  the  varied  and  complicated  emo- 
tions of  the  mind,  does  it  not  seem  to  prove 
that  there  was  something  wrong  in  the 
mode  of  investigation?  If  in  our  search 
after  truth  we  are  guided  by  erroneous 
principles,  is  it  probable  that  we  shall  ever 
arrive  at  the  object  of  our  pursuit?  Now 
metaphysical  writers  have  recommended  us, 
as  the  only  mode,  to  reflect  on  the  subjects 
of  our  consciousness;  consequently,  each 
writer  admits  as  elementary  that  mental 
power  of  which  he  feels  conscious,  aud  de- 
nies that  of  which  he  does  not  feel  con- 
scious. It  follows,  therefore,  as  a  necessary 
consequence,  (as  no  two  minds  are  ever 
found  alike,)  that  all  who  attempt  the 
analysis  of  the  mind  by  reflections  upon 
consciousness,  must  for  ever  differ  in  their  j 
views.   Some,  for  instance,  have  admitted 


*  This  internal  and  involuntary  activity 
of  the  cerebral  organs,  is  beautifully  illus- 
trative of  the  phenomenon  of  dreaming. 


as  innate,  a  certain  principle  in  the  mind,  a 
sdrt  of  internal  monitor,  which  gives  us  the 
sense  of  right  and  wrong,  and  prompts  us  to 
approve  or  condemn  any  particular  action  ; 
others  deny  it  as  an  innate  feeling,  and  con- 
sider it  entirely  as  the  result  of  cultivation. 
It  is  possessed,  iu  fact,  by  all ;  but,  in  va- 
rious degrees  by  various  individuals,  ac- 
cording to  the  development  of  the  organ  in 
which  the  feeling  resides.  I  repeat,  there- 
fore, (and  1  assert  it  with  that  degree  of 
confidence  which  can  only  result  from  con- 
viction,) that  before  we  can  possibly  judge 
of  the  combinations  and  modifications  of  the 
various  emotions  of  the  mind,  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  a  clear  and  accu- 
rate perception  of  its  elementary  powers* 
With  this  knowledge,  (which  may  be  at- 
tained by  a  careful  and  phrenological  observa- 
tion of  human  nature,)  I  fearlessly  maintain 
that  every  variety  of  character  may  be  satis- 
factorily analysed.  Thus  let  us  fix  upon 
any  particular  action,  or  any  prominent 
point  of  character,  in  either  of  the  dk« 
tinguished  individuals  mentioned  by  A,  and 
compare  it  with  the  development  of  brain, 
as  indicated  by  a  genuine  cranium,  or  an 
accurate  cast,  and  I  feel  assured  that  the 
coincidence  will  be  confirmatory  of  the 
truth  of  phrenology.  By  this  test,  we 
shall  have  little  difficulty  in  understanding 
whether  Cromwell  was  a  hypocrite  or  an 
enthusiast,  a  patriot  or  a  tyrant,  bloody- 
minded  or  humane. 

A,  however,  does  not  seem  to  be  aware 
that  the  same  individual  may  be  alternately 
cruel  and  humane,  according  to  circum- 
stances ;  yet  such  was  Cromwell,  and  such 
is  his  character,  as  depicted  hy  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  in  his  novel  of  Woodstock.*  Man  is, 
indeed,  "  an  assemblage  of  contradictions," 
which  phrenology  atone  is  able  to  explain. 
Moreover,  the  same  action  may  be  per- 
formed by  different  individuals,  from  the 
excitement  of  different  feelings.  An  act  of 
charity,  for  instance,  may  be  pei formed 
either  from  pure  benevolence,  from  love  of 
approbation,  or  from  a  sense  of  duty.  Now, 
if  such  an  act  be  performed  by  an  individual 
with  largely-developed  love  of  approbation, 
small  conscientiousness,  and  small  bene- 
volence, we  may,  without  fear  of  error, 
place  it  to  the  account  of  the  first  of  these 
feelings ;  and  if,  in  addition  to  such  deve- 
lopment, we  observe  large  acquisitiveness, 
be  ossured  such  an  individual  will  never  be 

•  A  medical  gentleman,  who  resides  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Loudon,  has  in  his 
possession  a  skull,  the  history  of  which 
leaves  little  doubt  of  its  being  the  identical 
skull  of  Cromwell ;  and  I  am  assured  by  a 
most  acute  phrenologist,  who  has  seen  it, 
that  it  corresponds,  in  every  respect,  with 
the  character  of  that  extraordinary  man. 
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renowned  for  the  practice  of  benevolence ; 
add  to  these*  large  cautiousness,  and  I  will 
answer  for  it  with  my  life,  that  what  such  a 
man  gives  away  will  never  bring  him  to 
poverty. 

With  regard  to  the  illustrious  Hampden, 
it  in  easy  to  conceive  a  development  of 
brain,  the  possession  of  which  would  render 
it  highly  improbable,  if  not  impossible,  that 
the  devoted  patriot  should  ever  become  the 
fawning  courtier. 

The  phrenologist,  however,  never  ven- 
tures to  assert  that  certain  actions  must  ne- 
cessarily result  from  a  certain  development 
of  brain,  being  fully  aware  that  the  feelings 
are  often  excited  and  modified  hy  external 
circumstances ;  still  he  maintains  that  every 
act  will  be  in  perfect  accordance  with  such 
development.  But,  although  the  phrenolo- 
logist  cannot  say  which  way  a  feeling  may 
be  directed,  or  to  what  degree  it  may  be 
excited,  by  external  objects,  yet  he  has  no 
hesitation  (after  having  examined  a  head, 
and  observed  its  relative  proportions)  in 
pointing  out  the  powers  which  will  have 
the  strongest  tendency  to  action,  and  conse  • 
quently  the  motives  by  which  the  conduct 
will  most  probably  be  influenced. 

The  phrenologist  is  fully  sensible  of  the 
influence  of  education  on  character;  in  proof 
of  which  1  might  refer  A  to  Ur  Spurzheim's 
**  Elementary  Principles  of  Education  ;"  a 
work  which"  he  might  read  with  singular 
advantage,  and  which  would  have  the  effect 
of  enlightening  his  crude  and  undigested 
ideas,  if,  during  the  perusal,  he  would,  for 
once,  buffer  his  self-esteem  to  lie  dormant. 
In  admitting,  however,  the  influence  of 
education,  and  the  excitement  of  external 
circumstances,  let  it  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  they  never  did,  and  never  can, 
create  a  faculty,  although  they  may  strength- 
en it,  and  afford  opportunities  for  its  action. 
Napoleon  Buonaparte  never  could  have 
assumed  the  mighty  attitude  which  he  so 
long  sustained,  had  he  not  been  gifted  by 
Nature  with  gigantic  powers  of  mind,  such 
as  rarely  fall  to  the  lot  of  raau.  These  pow- 
ers were,  doubtless,  improved  and  directed 
by  education  ;  and  the  *'  spirit  of  the  times" 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  their  display. 
Dugald  Stewart  speaks  of  **  powers,  or  ca- 
pacities, which  are  generally  formed  by 
particular  habits  of  study  or  of  business. 
Such  are  the  pouer  of  taste,  a  genius  for 
poetry,"  &.c.  &c. ;  and.  in  another  place,  he 
says,  "  what  we  call  the  power  of  imagina- 
tion, is  not  the  gift  of  Nature,  but  the 
result  of  acquired  habits,  aided  by  favour- 
able circumstances."  But  can  it  for  a  moment 
be  supposed  that  John  Locke,  by  nuy  parti- 
cular habits  of  study,  and  aided  even  by  the 
most  favourable  circumstances,  could  ever 
have  acquired  that  power  of  taste,  and  that 
sublimity  of  imagination,  whic  his  displayed 


with  such  overpowering  effect  in  Milton-'* 
Paradise  Lost ?  Impossible:  however  trite 
the  old  adage,  '  Porta  natcitur  non  fit'  may 
be  considered,  its  truth  is  not  to  be  dis- 
puted. 

 -««  Fruitless  is  th'  attempt, 

By  dull  obedience  and  by  creeping  toil 
Obscure,  to  conquer  the  severe  ascent 
Of  high  Parnassus.  Nature's  kindling  breath 
Must  fire  the  chosen  genius ;  Nature's  hand 
Must  string  his  nerves,  and  imp  his  eagle 
wings." 

(To  be  concluded  next  week.) 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 


PULEOMOKOl'S  ERYSIPELAS  OF  THE  HA*D, 
FOREARM,  AND  ARM. 

Isaac  Muse  rove,  tetat.  £8,  abrickmaker, 
and  a  man  of  spare  habit,  was  admitted  into 
Luke's  Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Vin- 
cent, Sept.  17,  with  considerable  swelling 
and  inflammation  of  the  right  hand,  forearm, 
and  arm,  extending  to  the  shoulder,  occa- 
sioned by  a  slight  scratch  on  his  thumb,  in- 
flicted by  his  wife  with  her  nail,  about  ten 
days  previous  to  his  admission.  Stated  that 
he  went  to  work  the  day  after  he  received 
the  scratch.  In  the  evening  the  thumb 
began  to  inflame,  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
hand  aud  forearm  the  day  after.  By  the 
time  he  was  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  the 
inflammation  had  gradually  exteuded  to  the 
shoulder,  and  ulcerated  openings  were 
formed  about  the  hand  and  finger  for  the 
discharge  of  pus.  Tongue  brown,  and  dry; 
skin  hot ;  pulse  100 ;  full  and  hard. 

Calomel  and  jalap,  with  house-physic  in 
a  few  hours  afterwards,  and  the  saline  mix- 
ture with  antimony  every  four  hours ;  a 
bread  and  water  poultice,  and  fomentations, 
to  the  arm. 

19.  Complaina  of  less  pain  in  the  arm; 
has  less  heat  of  skin  ;  tongue  moister ; 
pulse  90,  and  less  full  ;  bowels  open  ;  fluc- 
tuation was  discovered  on  the  outside  and 
middle  of  the  forearm.  Mr.  Vincent  made 
an  opening  of  about  an  inch  in  length,  and 
let  out  about  an  ounce  of  pus.  In  a  day  or 
two  subsequently,  Mr.  Vincent  made  two 
more  small  openings,  one  on  the.  inside  of 
the  forearm  and  another  on  the  inside  of  the 
arm,  and  pus  was  evacuated.  Afterwards 
matter  formed  in  the  axilla,  which  was 
also  let  out.  Although  pus  was  evidently 
,  fluctuating  within  the  integuments  covering 
I  the  triceps  muscle,  Mr.  Vincent,  unwilling 
I  to  encourage  the  incising  practice,  forbore 
to  make  an  opening  for  its  exit ;  it  there- 
fore made  one  for  itself,  and  sloughing  of 
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the  skin  and  cellular  tissue  followed,  to  (be 
extent  of  rather  more  than  a  crown -piece. 

23.  Has  little  or  no  pain  in  the  arm  , 
tongue  moist ;  pulse  feeble  ;  perspirations  ; 
appetite  bad ;  pus  is  discharged  from  the 
different  openings  in  the  arm. 

Omit  the  saline  medicines,  and  take  infus. 
cascaril,  with  tide,  cinchon.  38s.,  ter  quo- 
tidie.  Jiv.  of  wins  daily,  and  nourishing 
diet. 

30.  Mr.  Vincent,  thinking  there  was  a 
want  of  tone  and  action  in  the  arm,  ordered 
the  lotio  zinci  to  be  applied,  and  Dover's 
powder,  grs.  ix.  to  be  taken  at  night,  the 
patient  having  been  rather  restless  the  night 
before  ;  otherwise  he  seems  stronger  and 
betfer  than' when  we  last  saw  him.  The  arm 
discharges  but  little  pus. 

Oct.  9.  The  patient  has  been  going  on 
well  till  within  these  last  few  days,  during 
which  the  arm  has  again  begun  to  inflame, 
and  all  his  former  symptoms  to  return. 

Discontinue  wine  and  meat,  l  ake  milk 
diet ;  cal.  and  jalap,  saline  mixture  ;  bread 
poultice,  with  fomentations, 

14.  Much  relieved  by  the  antiphlogistic 
measures.  Very  little  discharge  from  the 
arm  ;  pulse  natural  ;  tongue  clean,  and  ap- 
petite good  ;  no  perspiratioos. 

18.  The  granulations  of  the  arm  appear- 
ing to  want  vigour,  the  ung.  zinci  was  ubed. 

23.  The  ung.  zinci  was  discontinued  after 
a  day  or  two's  use  ;  simple  dressing  is  now 
applied,  the  arm  rolled,  and  the  patient 
doing  well. 


WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL. 


J.ITH0T0MV. 


admitted  with 
bladder,  from 


Joseph  Gref.n,  a'tat.  74 
symptoms  of  stone  in  the 
which,  he  says,  he  has  been  suffering  for 
the  last  eight  years.  He  is  a  hardy  and 
muscular  man,  has  served  twenty  years  in 
the  army,  chiefly  in  the  East  Indies,  and 
has  beeu  addicted  to  drinking.  He  now 
complains  of  severe  pain  in  the  hypogastric 
region,  which  is  wlmost  constant,  and  he 
cannot  pass  his  urine  without  the  previous 
introduction  of  a  bougie,  and  then  only  in  a 
small  quantity.  His  general  health  appears 
good.  On  the  introduction  of  a  sound,  a 
Inrire  rough  stone  could  be  distinctly  felt. 
Mr.  White  proposed  operating  on  the  ensu- 
ing Saturday,  which  was,  however,  objected 
to  oy  the  patient,  and  it  was,  therefore,  de- 
ferred till  the  following  week. 

Saturday,  Oct.    11.    The  patient  was 
placed  on  the  operation  table,  where  he 
struggled  so  violently,  as  almost  to  render 
nugatory  the  efforts  of  the  assistants  to  re-      *  This  practice  is  objectionable  in  the 
strain  him  in  a  proper  posture.   The  thighs  highest  degree.— Ed.  L. 


could  not  be  kept  sufficiently  apart,  and 
the  consequent  laxity  of  the  perinseum  ren- 
dered it  difficult  to  make  the  first  incision. 
Mr.  White,  however,  guided  by  an  exact 
anatomy,  succeeded,  after  some  delay,  occa- 
sioned by  the  continued  insubordination  of 
the  patient,  in  making  an  opening  into  the 
urethra;  a  large  opening  yito  the  bladder 
was  completed  with  the  lithotomie  cache. 

The  ope  1  a  tor  having  introduced  the 
straight  forceps,  experienced  a  little  dif- 
ficulty in  grasping  the  stone,  which  was 
lather  larger  than  a  hen's  egg,  of  the  am- 
mouiaoo  magnesian  phosphate;  and  in  the 
efforts  to  extract  it,  reduced  it  to  a  number 
of  fragments.  The  large  pieces  were  re- 
moved with  great  care  and  tome  difficulty, 
with  the  forceps,  and  the  smaller  ones  were 
removed  by  repeo'ed  injections  of  tepid 
water.  A  piece  of  oiled  lint  was  carried 
along  the  wound,  so  as  to  plug*  up  the  orifice 
into  the  bladder,  for  the  purpose  of  prevents 
ing  the  immediate  escape  of  urine,  and  its 
infiltration  into  the  cellular  tissue. 

Mr.  White  visited  him  at  eight  in  the 
evening,  when  he  complained  of  pain  in 
the  hypogastric  region  ;  the  lint  was  removed 
from  the  wound,  and  wus  followed  by  a 
considerable  discharge  of  urine,  and  cessa- 
tion of  pain.  N  umerous  particles  of  stone 
escaped  with  the  urine.  Pulse  80  ;  at 
eleven  o'clock  he  was  very  restless ,  coun* 
tenance  flushed ;  tongue  furred. 

Manna,  £  oz. ; 

Infusion  of  senna,  1$  oz. ;  ft.  haustus  sta- 
tira  sumendus  et  repetatur,  4tis  horis 
donee  alvus  respondent. 

12.  The  patient  continued  restless  till 
about  three  o'clock,  when  he  fell  asleep, 
and  awoke  obout  eight  o'clock  this  morning. 
He  has  now  severe  puin  in  the  hypogastric 
region,  with  great  tenderness  of  the  abdo- 
men. Pulse  small,  hard,  aud  intermittent; 
tongue  furred  ;  bowels  have  not  been  acted 
upon.  Coutinue  the  aperient  draughts. 
Forty  leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  hypogas- 
tric region. 

Twelve  o'clock,  p.m.  The  leeches  have 
drawn  well.  Bowels  hnve  been  twice  acted 
upon.    Much  relieved  from  pain. 

Four,  p.m.  He  can  now  b«-ar  consider- 
able pressure  upon  the  abdomen,  without 
producing  pain.  Pulse  small  and  weak.  At 
his  own  urgent  request,  he  was  ullowed 
spirit  of  juniper,  1  oz.,  in  a  glass  of  water. 
At  six  he  had.  a  shivering  fit,  which  lasted 
about  a  quarter  of  au  hour.  Pulse  very 
weak  and  intermittent.  Repeat  the  juniper, 

13.  He  has  passed  a  gcod  night.  Pulse 
76,  natural.  This  morning  he  had  another 
rigour,  from  which  he  recovered  in  about 
ten  minutes. 
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14.  Complains  of  pain  in  the  wound ;  J 
pulse  80,  more  full.    Bowels  regular  ;  skin 
moist. 

15.  Going  ou  well. 

18.  Improving.  Allowed  nourishing  diet, 
with  wine,  Sic. 

.  Dec.  1.  He  has  been  gradually  gaining 
strength  ;  the  wound  is  nearly  healed,  but 
a  small  quantity  of  urine  still  passes,  when* 
ever  he  essays  to  empty  the  bladder ;  a  flex* 
ible  catheter  is  daily  introduced,  and  suf- 
fered to  remain  for  a  few  hours. 


GLASGOW  INFIRMARY. 

We  have  received  a  long  and  able  letter 
from  Mr.  Thomas  Carieb,  in  confirmation 
of  his  report  of  the  case  of  *'  No.  5  Nurse," 
and  in  refutation  of  some  contradictions  to  it, 
which  have  appeared  in  Macleod's  Fungus. 
Mr.  Carter  neednot  write  another  word  on 
the  subject;  his  report  is  believed  to  be 
true  by  the  whole  profession,  and  the  Cow- 
ans, Coupers,  and  Mac  Lachlans,  are  now 
classed  with  the  Joe  Burnses,  the  Stanleys, 
and  the  Simon  Pures,  by  every  intelligent 
surgeon  in  the  kingdom.  Mr.  Carter  should 
know,  that  Macleod's  thing  has  neither  in- 
fluence nor  circulation.  Mr.  Brodie,  in  his 
evidence  the  other  day,  acknowledged  that 
lie  advanced  money  "  to  set  the  man  up 
but  that  "  he  now  knows  nothing  of  the 
concern."  As  soon  as  gangrene  appeared, 
Mr.  Brodie  left  the  poor  exctescence  to 
slough  quietly  under  the  care  of  its  natural 
nurae  Roderick. 
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DK?IVKR*V\f  OUY'«  HOSP  if*/ 

*y»Jl.  BLUNDER 

xTtdTiriri?'  IX. 

0/  wm*    ra*  Diseases  of  Pregnancy. 

By  the  diseases  of  pregnancy,  Gentlemen, 
you  are  to  understand  those  which  arise 
from  pregnancy  as  their  cause,  or  which, 
from  their  accidental  connexion  with  ges- 
tation, require  a  modified  form  of  treatment, 
and  of  some  of  these  1  now  proceed  to  treat. 

Among  the  diseases,  which  are  either  re- 
ferred to  pregnancy,  or  which  require  a  mo- 
dined  treatment  in  consequence  of  their  con- 
nexion with  it,  one,  not  the  least  trouble- 
some, is  the  irritability  of  the  bowels  and  sto- 
mach, producing,  in  the  earlier  and  middle 
months,  both  vomitings  and  purgings.  Some- 
times both  those  symptoms  are  occurring  to- 
gether, but  more  frequently  they  alternate  ; 
where  there  is  diarrhoea,  there  may  be  less 
excitement  of  the  stomuch,  and  there  may 
be  vomitings  where  the  diarrhoea  is  sus- 
pended. In  those  cases,  in  which  there  is 
much  irritability  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
of  course  the  patient  becomes  a  good  deal  re- 
duced by  it,  cod  she  may  die  perfectly  ex- 
hausted in  consequence  of  the  inanition, 
produced  by  the  vomitings  and  purgings, 
and  the  incapability  of  taking  food  ;  or  again, 
when  much  reduced,  she  may  be  carried  oft' 
by  a  flooding,  occurring,  perhaps,  during 
premature  delivery. 

It  is  not  always  in  our  power  to  put  n  stop 
to  these  vomitings  and  purgings  ;  but,  by  re- 
sorting to  the  following  measures,  I  think 
we  may,  in  many  instances,  conduct  out 
cases  to  a  favourable  termination.  In  the 
first  place,  then,  if  suspicious  that  there  is 
any  thing  offensive  and  irritating  in  the  sto- 
mach and  bowels,  ascertain  whether  this  be 
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so  or  not ;  and  if  there  is,  be  careful  to  pu- 
rify the  stomach  and  bowels  by  some  mild 
evacuants. — Chamomile  tea,  warm  water, 
ipecacuanha,  and  so  on,  may  he  used,  if 
emetics  seem  proper ;  and  of  the  milder  lax- 
atives, you  may  employ  manna,  senna,  rhu- 
barb, and  the  like  ;  or  if  you  wish  to  purge 
more  actively,  perhaps  senna  and  salts  may 
be  preferred. 

Again,  it  is  very  desirable  that  you  should 
diminish  the  irritability  of  the  stomach  and 
bowels.  The  irritability  of  the  bowels  is 
sometimes  restrained  by  means  of  the  mis- 
tura  cretae,  the  confectio  aromatica,  the  pre- 
parations of  opium,  of  kino,  of  catechu,  of 
h.-eraatoxylor,  all  in  their  operative  doses. 
Where  there  is  a  great  deal  of  irritability  of 
the  stomacb,  theeifervescing  draught,  strong 
coffee,  opium,  charcoal  powder — perhaps, 
too,  that  potent  agent,  the  hydrocyanic,  may 
be  advantageously  tried.  An  invaluable  re- 
medy in  gastric  irritability  is  the  efferves- 
cing draught ;  four  scruples  of  the  citric  acid, 
dissolved  in  five  ounces  of  water,  may  be 
put  into  one  bottle,  aud  five  scruples  of  the 
carbonate  of  potass,  in  four  ounces  of  dis- 
tilled water,  may  be  put  into  another  ;  then 
a  table  spoonful  of  the  solution  from  each 
of  those  bottles  respectively,  when  put  to- 
gether, will  effervesce  smartly,  and  may  be 
taken  in  this  coudition  every  hulf  hour,  for 
several  times  in  succession,  unless  the  vo- 
miting previously  cease.  Often  the  first 
two  or  three  quantities  will  be  thrown  up, 
but  the  medicine  must  not,  ou  that  account, 
be  rejected  in  a  pet.  Opium  is  not  very 
effectual  in  cases  of  this  kind,  when  taken 
into  the  stomach.  A  piece  of  lint,  dipped 
into  the  tincture  of  opium,  and  laid  over  the 
scrobiculus  cordis,  has  appeared  to  me,  in 
some  cases  to  be  of  great  apparent  service  ; 
it  is  recommended  by  Heberden. 

It  seems,  «  priori,  not  very  probable  that 
powdered  charcoal  can  he  of  use  in  these 
cases,  but  learning  from  a  friend  that,  in  the 
hospital  at  New  York  it  had  been  tried  in 
vomiting,  with  advantage,  1  was  induced  to 
give  it  an  essai,  and  1  can  at  least  aver  that 
1  have  seen  no  ill  effects  from  it,  not  to  add 
that  it  has  seemed  to  be  of  real  efficacy.  The 
method  of  administering  it,  is  in  the  torni  of 
a  very  fine  powdar,  20  grains  every  two  or 
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three  hours,  till  it  has  produced  an  effect. 
I  ought  to  observe,  that  it  makes  the  stools 
very  black.  Of  hydrocyanic  acid  I  have  had 


it  is  not  to  her  nourishment,  but  an  emetic* 
Now  if,  under  these  circumstances,  she  will 
remain  for  a  few  days,  two  or  three,  for 


very  little  experience  in  these  cases.  Some  example,  without  food,  the  irritability  of  the 
of  my  medical  friends  think  it  of  much  ef-  stomach  may  subside  somewhat ;  and  food, 
ficacy  in  quieting  the  stomach,  and  1  would, !  afterwards  given  with  caution,  may  be  re- 


therefore,  recommend  it  to  your  attention 
Recollect,  however,  that  the  remedy  is  not 
without  its  dangers,  and  beware.  Fire  or 
six  minims  in  the  day  1  would  not  rashly 
exceed. 

If  there  is  an  inflammation  about  the  con- 
junctiva of  the  eye,  there  is  an  irritability 


tained.  And  here  it  is  worth  your  know* 
ing, — as,  no  doubt,  most  of  you  do  know, — 
that  when  you  wish  the  patient  to  abstain 
from  taking  food  into  the  stomach,  she  may 
be  supported  by  nutrient  injections  into  the 
bowels.  By  my  friend,  Dr.  Hull,  of  Man- 
Chester,  a  case  is  narrated,  in  which  a  hypo* 


of  the  other  parts  of  the  organ  ;  if  there  is  cbondriac,  cutting  his  throat  with  a  razor, 
an  inflammation  of  the  inner  membrane,  the  inflicted  a  wound  on  the  "esophagus,  with- 
bladder  and  the  urethra  become  irritable  ;  out,  however,  destroying  life.  By  the  ad* 
and,  in  like  manner,  the  stomach  and  bowels  vice  of  this  distinguished  practitioner  the  pa 


become  irritable  also,  in  consequence  of 
f lamination  of  the  membranes  which  line 
them.  That  auch  is  the  su^e  of  the  mu- 
cous tunic  of  these  parts,  you  may  sus- 
pect, if  the  tongue  is  red  aad  swelled; 


tient  abstained  entirely  from  food  to  be  taken 
into  the  stomach,  and*,  during  three  whole 
weeks,  he  was  supported  entirely  by  ni2-> 
trients  injected  into  the  bowels.  UUdanvs 
has  reported  the  case  of  a  woman  who,  from 


if  the  evacuations  are  emitted  with  im-  irritability  of  the  stomach,  rejected  all  food 


petuosity,  and  with  heat  at  the  amis; 
or  if,  lastly,  the  pulse  is  at  10U  or  10.5, 
and  the  abdomen  is  somewhat  tender  under 
the  touch.  When  the  irritability  of  the 
bowels  is  caused  by  inflammation  of,  the 
mucous  membrane,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  cut 
short  by  the  antiphlogistic  plan,  more  espe- 
cially by  applying  leeches  to  the  abdomen, 
to  be  followed  by  a  large  blister,  the  practi- 
tioner not  forgetting  cautious  venesection. 
The  cases  which  are  the  best  adapted  for 
this  sort  of  treatment  are  those  in  which 
you  have  the  symptoms  here  enumerated, 
and  where  the  patient,  though  still  labouring 
under  the  disease,  has  a  moderate  share  of 
ngth  remaining.    I  was  requested  by  my 


during  a  space  of  five  weeks  ;  but  she  was 
supported  the  whole  time  in  the  way  above 
intimated,  beiug  cured,  and  becoming,  at 
length,  the  mother  of  a  vigorous  infant* 

By  Dr.  Fri*nd,  in  his  eloquent  letter  to 
Dr.  Mead,  another  case  is  recorded,  in 
which,  from  a  stricture  in  the  oesophagus,  the 
food  was  prevented  from  entering  the  gas- 
trio  cavity  into  the  stomach ;  and,  in  this 
case,  it  is  added  that,  for  weeks  together, 
the  patient,  a  nobleman,  was  supported  in 
the  manner  mentioned  by  Hildanus.  In 
short,  when  the  bowels  are  not  very  irrita- 
ble, and  you  wish  the  stomach  to  be  per- 
fectly quiet,  you  have  it  in  your  power  to 
supersede  the  operations  of  this  organ,  for 
friend,  Mr.  Sterry,  to  see  a  patient  who  had  I  days,  or  even  weeks,  in  succession,  by  a 
a  good  deal  of  irritability  of  the  stomach,  judicious  administration  of  intestinal  nutri- 
commencing  in  the  middle  period  of  preg-  tion.  Preparation  of  eggs,  strong  broth,  or, 
nancy,  and  continuing  till  after  her  delivery,  perhaps,  the  serum  of  animals,  may  be  found 
When  I  saw  her,  there  were  about  teu  or  to  answer  the  purpose,  as  well  as  most 


twelve  watery  evacuations  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  the  tongue  was  swelled  and  red, 
the  anus  was  soti»,  there  was  tenderness  and 
heat  about  the  abdomen,  and  the  pulse  was 
about  100  in  the  minute.  In  this  case,  or- 
dinary remedies  having  fuiled,  about  twelve 
leeches  were  applied  to  the  abdomen  ;  other 
remedies  had  been  tried,  without  effect ;  a 
large  vesication  was  afterwards  produced, 
and  the  cure,  of  consequence,  was  sudden 
and  complete.  The  evacuations  became 
more  solid  in  a  few  days  ;  and  this  woman, 
who  seemed  to  be  in  great  danger  of  sink- 
ing under  the  discharges  from  the  alimen- 
tary tube,  was  completely  re-established, 
and  afterwards  became  the  mother  of  ano- 
ther child. 

There  is  a  third  method  of  treatment, 
from  which  great  advantage  has  sometimes 
been  derived,  and  that  is  abstinence.  Where 
the  woman  throws  up  every  thing  she  takes, 


kinds  of  nourishment ;  but  I  have  had  but 
small  experience  here. 

Again,  should  all  these  remedies  fail,  you 
have  yet  another,  and  that  is  the  induction 
of  premature  delivery ;  for,  when  delivery 
occurs,  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  this  vo- 
miting will  cease.  In  determining  on  the 
use  of  this  remedy,  however,  remember,  in 
the  first  place,  that,  if  the  woman  is  very 
much  reduced,  there  is  always  a  danger  in 
these  cases,  lest  the  patient  should  sink  un- 
der accidental  flooding;  this  ought  to  be 
mentioned  to  the  friends  before  the  opera- 
tion is  performed.  Further,  provided  the 
delivery  be  brought  on  before  the  comple- 
tion of  seven  months  and  a  fortnight,  the 
child  will  frequently  die,  but  if  after  the 
seventh  month  and  a  fortnight  complete,  it 
may  be  expected  to  live ;  and,  therefore, 
when  the  remaining  strength  of  the  woman 
permits,  it  may  be  better  to  delay  the  deli- 
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rery  till  this  term  is  completed.  Nor,  in 
the  third  place,  is  it  to  be  forgotten,  that, 
where  premature  delivery  is  thus  brought 
od,  children  are  often  presenting  preteroa- 
turally, — the  leg  or  the  nates,  the  arm  or 
the  shoulder,  being  placed  over  the  centre  of 
the  pelvis,  instead  of  the  vertex  ;  nor  that 
the  child  may  perish,  under  the  best  ma- 
nagement, in  consequence  of  this  unfavour- 
able position. 

.  When,  from  irritability  of  the  stomach 
and  bowels,  women  are  in  a  high  degree  of 
weakness,  it  becomes  of  great  importance 
to  nourish  the  system  ;  and  this,  provided  all 
or  the  greater  part  of  the  food  taken  by  the 
mouth  be  rejected  by  the  stomach,  is  by  no 
means  a  very  easy  task.  In  cases  of  ex- 
treme emaciation,  in  consequence  of  this 
gastric  or  intestinal  irritability,  you  will 
not  suppose  that  I  design  rashly  to  advise 
you  to  nourish  the  pstieut  by  the  injection 
of  blood  into  the  vessels  ;  I  cannot,  how- 
evert  forbear  remarking  on  this  occasion, 
that  this  mode  of  treatment  is  not  alto- 
gether impracticable.  I  remember  once, 
many  years  ago,  taking  a  dog,  aud  nourish- 
ing the  animal  for  three  entire  weeks, 
merely  by  means  of  blood,  which  was  in- 
jected into  the  external  jugular  vein ;  every 
day,  or  every  other  day,  several  ounces  were 
injected,  and,  in  this  manner,  without  the 
help  of  any  food,  the  system  was  sustained  ; 
water  only  was  allowed  this  dog;  and, 
though  repeated  observations  were  made,  it 
is  remarkable,  that  no  voracity  of  appetite 
could  be  observed,  during  his  three  weeks' 
abb  tine  ace. 

I  have  observed  to  you  already,  that 
where  the  stomach  fails  altogether,  the 
system  may,  to  appearance,  be  supported  by 
intestinal  injections  ;  nor  must  we  ever  lose 
sight  of  this ;  every  four  or  five  hours,  in 
cases  of  this  kind,  the  injections  may  be 
thrown  up,  say  to  the  measure  of  six  or 
fight  ounces  ;  and,  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  rectum  is  irritable,  perhaps  its  reten- 
tive power  may  be  assisted  by  opiates — by 
the  small  measure  of  the  injection,  and  by 
the  cautious  manner  in  which  it  is  infused. 
Reid's  excellent  syringe  answers  admirably 
for  these  purposes. 

But  wherever  the  stomach  is  not  totally 
disabled  from  acting,  gastric  nourishment 
is,  1  think,  to  be  decidedly  preferred,  and 
the  following  hints  may  not  be  without 
their  use.  Throughout  the  whole  four-and- 
twenty  hours,  the  stomach  may  not  be 
equally  irritable ;  and  thus  some  may  bear 
nourishment  in  the  earlier,  some  in  the 
middle,  and  some  i;i  the  latter  period  of  the 
day;  the  tendency  to  morning  vomiting, 
during  pregnancy,  is  notorious  to  all.  Now, 
in  patients  labouring  under  the  disease 
which  we  are  now  considering,  you  ought 
carefully  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 


stomach,  and  ascertain  at  what  part  of  the 
four-and-twenly  hours  the  irritability  ap- 
pears to  be  the  least  excited,  in  order  that 
the  food  may  be,  at  these  times,  adminis- 
tered. Again:  solids  may  sometimes  be 
retained  by  the  stomach,  where  fluids,  which 
give  rise  to  more  dilatatiou,  may  be  speedily 
thrown  on";  and  therefore  you  should  ascer- 
tain, from  observations,  which  of  those  two 
kinds  of  nourishment  may  suit  best  with 
the  gastric  cavity.  Solids  have  the  advan- 
tage of  lying  in  a  smaller  couipuss,  within 
that  compass  they  contain  a  much  larger 
supply  of  nourishment,  nor  are  they  so  apt 
to  produce  gas.  To  these  two  remarks  you 
may  add  a  third,  which  i»,  that  much  de- 
pends, in  cases  of  irritability  of  the  stomach, 
upon  the  mere  bulk  of  the  food  taken.  A 
woman,  may,  perhaps,  be  able  to  bear  two 
or  three  table-spoonfuls  of  some  fluid,  as 
milk,  for  example,  where  she  would  not  be 
able  to  bear  half  a  pint.  Now  it  is  to  be 
recollected,  that  if  your  patient  is  lying 
quiet  in  bed,  n  very  small  quantity  of  nou- 
rishment, either  of  solid  or  fluid,  may  be 
amply  sufficient  to  support  the  system.  Ac- 
cordingly, patients  lying  in  bed,  who  could 
not  bear  the  larger  quautities  of  food  with- 
out rejecting  them,  have  done  very  well, 
when  they  have  merely  taken  two  or  three 
table-spoonfuls  of  milk  every  three  or  four 
hours.  In  their  state  of  quiescence,  this 
nourishment  was  enough. 

Causes. — Upon  the  more  immediate  causes 
of  irritability  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  in 
these  cases,  it  is  not  my  design  to  enlarge  ; 
for,  on  the  subject  of  proximate  causes, 
though  important,  we  arc  all  apt  to  talk 
nonsense,  but  the  following  hints  may  not 
be  misplaced.  A  principal  disposing  cause 
to  the  disease,  seems  to  be  pregnancy  in  so 
much,  that  though  we  find  the  disease,  it  is 
true,  continuing  sometimes  after  delivery, 
yet,  generally,  it  is  relieved  by  it.  Preg- 
nancy may  be  supposed  to  operate  by  a  sort 
of  sympathy  subsisting  between  the  stomach 
and  bowels  upon  the  cue  hand,  and  the 
gravid  uterus,  and  its  appendages,  upon  the 
other ;  and  by  sympathy  here,  1  mean,  as  on 
all  occasions  when  1  use  this  terra,  a  combi- 
nation of  unseen  causes,  whereby  an  im- 
pression on  one  part  is  enabled  to  operate  on 
another,  with  which  it  has  no  obvious  con-* 
nexion  in  the  way  of  cause  and  effect,  aud 
which  causes  may  certaiuly  not  the  less  exist 
and  operate,  although  we  are  unable  to  point 
out  distinctly  in  what  they  consist ;  like  the 
principle  of  gravity,  their  existence  and  ope- 
rations may  be  demonstrated  by  facts  and 
observations. 

In  some  cases  of  gastric  and  intestinal 
irritability,  certainly  the  disease  seems  to 
be  kept  up  by  mere  irritability  of  the  sur- 
face of  the  bowels,  aud  of  the  stomach,  in- 
dependently of  any  inflammatory  excite- 
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inent ;  hut  though  this  may  be  true,  I  am  [  absorption.  But  besides  the  ordinary  re- 
persuaded,  that  what  1  stated  before  will  medies  proper  in  dropsical  aftVctions,  I 
be  found  to  lie  correct,  in  mauy  cases,  should,  in  these  cases  fe«*l  strongly  disposed 
namely,  that  the  irritability  of  the  stomach  [  to  make  trial  of  blood  letting,  first,  because, 
and  bowels,  is  itself  sometimes  re1  errtble  to  as  a  matter  of  observation,  1  thiuic  1  have 
•  Cfrtain  inflammatory  state,  which  exists  seen  it  useful,  and,  secondly,  because  I 
the  mucous  membrane  ;  and  of  this  1  am  strongly  suspect,  that  those  effusions  are  not 
the  more  persuaded,  because  in  dissection  1 1  produced  by  debility  of  the  woman,  but 
have  found  in  children,  labouring  under  a  rather  by  an  increased  action  of  the  exha- 
aimilar  affection,  the  marks  of  inflammation,  lent  vessels,  approaching  to  inflammation, 
or  of  incipient  ulceration  on  the  intestinal  If,  indeed,  a  woman  is  very  pale  and  thin, 
surface,  to  be  seen,  indeed,  in  this  pre  para-  and  weak,  and  apparently  of  dropsical  dia- 
tion.  Redness  of  the  tongue,  soreness  and  thesis,  the  dropsy  may  be  considered  as 
heat  of  the  anus,  sub-obscure  tenderness  of 


the  abdomen,  and  a  pulse  of  105  or  110  in 
the  minute,  all  sometimes  observed— strong- 
ly tend  to  confirm  our  suspicions  of  an  in* 
flammatory  irritation. 

Effuiions  of  water  during  pregnancy,  are  not 
uncommon  in  women,  even  when  in  high 
health.  Of  these  effusions,  the  most  fre- 
quent is,  oedema  of  the  limbs,  sometimes  of 
the  right  leg,  sometimes  of  the  left,  occa- 
sionally of  both,  and  more  or  less  exten- 
sively, for  the  disease  may  be  confined  to 
the  ancles  merely,  or  it  may  reach  to  the 
knees.  But  besides  this  oedema,  which  is  so 
frequent  and  unattended  with  any  danger, 
there  is  a  dropsical  affection  which  is  no* 
ticed  by  others,  and  which  I  have  myself 
seen  in  two  cases,  where  the  womsn,  during 
pregnancy,  haa  a  tendency  to  a  general  ef- 
fusion, water  exuding  in  all  the  principal 
parts  of  the  body,  the  legs,  the  arms,  the  pe- 
ritoneal sac,  the  chest,  the  head  ;  the  dis- 
ease sometimes  predominating  in  one  part 
of  the  body,  and  sometimes  in  another ; 
but  all  the  principal  parts  being  affected  at 
once.  Nor  am  I  speaking  here  of  general 
dropsies  arising  from  shattered  health,  and 
combining  with  pregnancy  by  a  mere  acci- 
dental concurrence  ;  but  of  those  general 
dropsies,  in  the  course  of  her  gestation,  which 
may  assail  the  woman,  though  in  all  other 
respects  she  appear  to  be  healthy  enough, 
nor  in  any  way  the  probable  subject  of  such 
an  attack.  Now  where  the  patient  labours 
under  ordinary  oedema  of  the  legs,  the  dis- 
ease is  of  no  importance  ;  but  where,  which 
seldom  happens,  the  effusion  is  general,  as 
in  the  case  under  consideration,  there  is 
much  to  be  apprehended ;  for  the  water 
may  accumulate  so  largely,  as  to  interrupt 
the  great  functions  of  the  body,  and  in  that 
manuer  destroy  life. 


accidental,  rather  than  the  result  of  preg- 
ancy ;  and  I  should  not  be  inclined  to  re- 
commend the  lancet  here ;  but  if  a  patient, 
previously  in  the  full  vigour  of  health,  be- 
comes impregnated,  and  afterwards  in  the 
esrly,  or  middle,  or  even  in  the  latter  period 
of  gestation,  is  suddenly  seized  with  effu- 
sion, I  should  consider  that  the  use  of  the 
lancet  was  proper  enough.  Burns,  who  has 
written  so  well  on  midwifery,  has,  I  think, 
made  the  same  observation. 

There  is,  too,  yet  another  remedy  peculiar 
to  this  form  of  dropsy,  and  not  to  be  lost 
sight  of,  and  that  is,  the  delivery  of  the 
woman ;  for  the  disease  being  connected 
with  pregnancy,  and  evidently  of  danger,  in 
the  more  pressing  cases,  we  are  juatified  in 
bringing  the  gestation  to  a  close  as  soon  as 
may  be.  Now  in  the  middle  and  latter 
months,  this  acceleration  of  delivery  may  be 
accomplished  without  any  greater  risk  than 
would  be  justifiable  under  the  given  ciicum- 
stsnces,  by  introducing  a  proper  instru- 
ment along  the  neck  and  mouth  of  the  womb, 
puncturing  those  membrsnes,  and  discharg- 
ing the  water,  all  which  might  be  done  with- 
out the  introduction  of  more  than  one  or 
two  fingers,  for  as  to  the  forcing  a  delivery 
in  these  cases,  by  turning,  or  instruments ; 
in  the  present  state  of  knowledge,  this  is 
quite  out  of  the  question. 

A  woman,  of  vigorous  constitution  enough, 
(for  I  will  relate  one  or  two  illustrative  in- 
stances,) was  seized,  during  pregnancy,  with 
general  effusion ;  parturition,  however, 
came  on,  and  the  complaint  ceased.  Be- 
coming pregnant  again,  she  was  a  second 
time  seized  with  an  effusion,  which  took  place 
in  the  legs,  the  chest,  and  the  abdomen.  A 
very  eminent  practitioner  was  called  in  con- 
sultation with  myself  in  this  case;  nothing 
very  active  was  attempted  ;  we  did  not  see 


Treatment — If  a  patient  labour  under  one  1  our  way  clearly  to  bloodletting;  the  water 
of  those  general  ett'usions  of  lUugerous  ;  continued  to  accumulate,  and  the  woman 
consequences,  of  course  your  treatment  ultimately  died,  apparently  from  hydrotho 


should  not  be  inactive.  The  most  power 
iul  hydropic  remedies,  including  rlatc- 
rium,  you  ure  justified  in  using;  you  will 
find  this  to  have  a  varums  efiVct  iu  different 
patients  ;  8  or  10,  or  112,  or  14  watery  eva- 
cuations being  sometimes  produced  by  one- 
sixth  of  a  grain,  aud  powerfully  promoting 


rax.  Now  here  is  a  case,  then,  which  illus- 
tiates  tire  danger  of  thorf'.:  effusions  occur- 
ring during  pregnancy,  say  in  the  earlier  or 
middle  months,  even  in  women,  to  appear- 
ance, of  very  vigorous  constitution.  Some- 
time afterwards,  1  was  called  to  another 
patient,  also  of  •  constitution  tolerably 
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sound ;  in  this  case,  effusion  of  water  bad 
taken  place  into  the  legs,  the  abdomen,  and 
probably  the  head  ;  for  at  tbe  time  when  I  saw 
her  she  was  insensible,  and  had  occasion- 
ally convulsive  fits.  This  woman  was  very 
freely  bled  to  the  amount  of  40  or  50  ounces 
at  least,  iu  the  course  of  two  or  three  hours  ; 
premature  delivery  was  iutended,  but  par- 
turition came  on  of  itself  in  the  course  of 
the  four-and-twenty  hours  ;  the  next  day 


women,  but  in  the  lower  orders  of  large 
number ;  and,  in  this  town,  at  least,  not 
wholly  averse  to  debauchery,  these  syphi- 
litic pregnancies  are  of  occasional  occur- 
rence, though  still,  perhaps,  on  the  whole, 
not  very  common. 

I  have  not  ascertained,  by  my  own  obser- 
vations, that  the  administration  of  mercury, 
in  cases  of  pregnancy,  has  a  tendency  to 
bring  on  the  premature  expulsiou  of  the 


I  found  the  patient  a  great  deal  better  ; '  ovum  ;  but  such  is  the  opinion  which  has 
the  day  afterwards  she  was  so  much  im-  I  been  held  by  men  who  are  very  competent 
proved,  that  she  appeared  to  be  in  a  state  of  to  decide  on  the  point ;  and  I  have  heard 
speedy  convalescence  ;  unfortuuateiy,  how-  our  surgical  Corypha-us,  Sir  Astley  Cooptr, 
ever, she  wus seized  with  the  puerperal  fever,  assert,  that  in  the  wards  of  this  hospital, 
a  complaint  very  prevalent  and  fatal  at  the  J  in  former  days,  the  administration  of  nier- 
time,  and  though  she  was  in  the  hands  of  a .  cury  in  the  higher  doses,  agreeably  to  the 
very  excellent  practitioner,  she  sunk  under  I  ancient  practice,  has  been  observed  by  the 
the  disease.  Her  improvement  under  the  sisters  to  induce  miscarriage,  at  least  where 
dropsical  attack  had  been  so  great,  that  I  aptitude  existed.  The  administration  of  mer- 
had  taken  my  leave  of  her;  nor  did  I  see 
her  under  the  puerperal  fever,  till  some 


three  or  four  hours  before  she  expired.  Now 
here  is  a  second  case,  in  which  you  have  an 
example  of  a  patient  on  the  whole  tolerably 
healthy,  seized  under  pregnancy  with  a  ge- 
neral effusion,  productive  of  the  most  alarm- 
ing symptoms ;  in  this  case,  too,  you  have 
an  example  of  the  effectual  relief  derived 
from  the  active  use  of  the  lancet,  and  the 
evacuation  of  the  uterus ;  therefore,  it  seems, 
that,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  remedies  of 
dropsy,  the  abstraction  of  blood,  and  tbe  in- 
duction of  premature  delivery,  are,  in  these 
cases,  the  principal  remedies,  and  on  them, 
without  neglecting  other  measures,  I  should 
feel  strongly  disposed  to  rely. 

But  what  is  to  be  done  in  those  slighter 
attacks  of  sickness,  or  dropsy,  during  preg- 
nancy, of  more  ordinary  occurrence,  for  the 
more  active  practices  cannot  be  required 

here!  why,  in  the  oedema  of  the  legs,  a  ;  such  manner  as  may  completely  cure  the 


cury,  therefore,  in  cases  of  pregnancy  in 
the  earlier  or  middle  months,  must  be  used 
with  corresponding  caution. 
In  modern  surgery,  there  are  three  prin- 
cipal modes  iu  which  syphilis  is  treated  ;  by 
the  fuller  action  of  mercury — by  its  milder 
action — and  by  remedies  of  which  mercury 
forms  no  pait.  If  the  latter  remedies  are 
really  as  efficacious  as  it  is  contended,  and 
as  all  who  wish  well  to  mankind  have  rea- 
son to  desire,  these  remedies  would  be  pe- 
culiarly fitting  in  gestation  ;  and  surely  in 
syphilitic  pregnancy,  if  not  in  syphilis 
generally,  the  milder  mercurial  action  is  to 
be  preferred  to  the  violent;  and  instead  of 
salivating  the  patient,  you  ought  to  content 
yourselves  with  producing  merely  a  sore- 
ness of  the  mouth. 

Again  :  there  are  two  ways  in  which  the 
mercurial  action  may  be  managed  in  the 
syphilis  of  pregnancy — 1  mean,  either  in 


bandage,  a  laced  stocking,  a  little  purging, 
the  horizontal  posture,  patience,  tune,  and 
delivery,  will  be  of  service,  and  in  oedema  of 
the  labia,  pressure  with  a  T  bandage,  and 
compress.  In  b  >th  cases,  puncture  of  the 
skin  might  be  serviceable,  but  1  never  yet 


disease,  by  extinguishing  or  destroying  the 
poison,  or  in  such  maimer,  as  may  effec- 
tually check  any  pressing  symptoms  under 
which  the  patient  may  labour,  so  as  to  sus- 
pend and  mitigate  their  violence ;  the 
remedy   being  luid  aside,  when  tins  pur- 


found  it  necessary.  In  morning  sickness,  j  pose  has  been  obtained,  to  he  resumed  after- 
time,  patience,  and  the  advance  of  the  preg-  wards,  should  the  symptoms  require  it.  If 
ancy  beyond  the  fourth  month,  will  usually  'a  woniau  were  in  health,  and  not  prone  to 
cure  the  disease:  bleeding  from  the  arm  miscarriage,  I  should  be  inclined  to  give 
may  be  useful  to  the  plethoric;  the  hori-  tbe  mercury,  if  I  hegan  it  at  all,  in  such 
zontal  posture  is  proper  to  prevent  the  bear  quantities  as  to  destroy  the  poison  alto- 
ing  of  the  uterus.    If  any  offensive  smell,  or  gether;  but  in  women  more  weakly,  and 


other  obvious  cause,  excite  tbe  stomach,  this 
should  be  intercepted.  Dr.  J.owder  had  a 
patieut  who  was  effectually  relieved,  by  re- 
moving from  the  factory  of  her  husband,  a 


who  have  repeatedly  aborted  before,  the 
best  indication  of  an  aptitude  to  these  ex- 
pulsions, 1  should  incline  to  try  the  ad- 
ministration of  mercury  in  smaller  quantities, 


coach-maker,  for  when  she  became  preg-  and  in  suspensive  doses,  as  it  is  our  duty  to 


nnut,  the  smell  of  the  paint  continually  ex 
cited  the  stomach. 

Syphilis,  in  connexion  with  pregnancy,  is, 
so  fur  as  1  know,  not  to  be  found  among  the 
upper  and  middle  ranks  of  our  country- 


save  the  child,  if  circumstances  will  permit ; 
always,  however,  in  li;  itish  midwifery,  re- 
collecting the  maxim,  that  the  life  and  health 
of  the  woman  are  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration.   This  suspensory  practice, 
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however,  it  must  be  owned,  ii  both  difficult 

and  delicate. 

If  a  delivery  occur  after  seven  months  and 
a  fortnight,  should  the  child  be  duly  taken 
care  of,  it  may  live  ;  if.  however,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  parturition  occurs  before 
this  term  is  completed,  it  may  he  no  easy 
task  to  rear  it ;  and,  certainly  the  earlier 
and  the  younger  the  foetus,  the  smaller  the 
chance  of  its  surviving.  Now  this  is  a 
principle,  of  which  you  ought  to  avail  your- 
selves, in  treating  syphilitic  affections  by 
mercury  ;  and  if  you  have  an  option,  you 
certainly  ought  to  delay— I  do  not  say  the 
mercury,  but  the  ptyalism,  till  the  seventh 
month  and  a  fortnight  are  completed  ;  so 
that  if  the  child  be  expelled,  it  may  still 
live  ;  and  the  longer  you  delay  your  mercu- 
rial action  on  the  system,  the  greater  will 
be  the  chance  of  survival,  should  premature 
expulsion  occur.  Nor  can  1  accede  to  the 
opinions  of  those,  who  think  that  if  mer- 
cury is  to  be  given,  it  should  rather  be 
given  in  the  earlier  period  of  gestation, 
under  the  fear,  that  if  delivery  should  occur 
while  the  patient  is  in  a  atate  of  salivation, 
ill  consequences  may  be  produced  by  it. 
You  will  remember,  in  the  present  mode  of 
administering  mercury  for  syphilis,  the 
remedy  is  much  less  violent  in  its  opera- 
tion, than  when  given  according  to  former 
maxims.  In  the  general,  1  believe,  (but 
you,  as  surgeons,  must  decide  this,)  it  is 
quite  sufficient  to  produce,  and  to  keep 
up  for  six  or  eight  weeks,  or  a  little 
longer,  a  decided  soreness  of  the  mouth, 
produced,  for  example,  by  the  bydrarg.  cum 
creta.  Now,  I  will  not  say  that  a  high 
state  of  salivation,  concurrent  with  delivery, 
might  not  give  rise  to  some  danger,  though 
I  do  not  know  of  any  ill  consequences  that 
have  ensued  in  such  cases,  for  opportuni- 
ties of  observing  are  not  frequent ;  but  I  am 
satisfied  that  there  is  no  immediate  danger 
resulting  from  a  slight  soreness  of  the 
mouth,  which  is  all  that  may  be  requisite, 
in  order  to  subdue  the  syphilitic  affection. 
With  respect,  therefore,  to  tbe  use  of  mer- 
cury in  cases  of  syphilis,  these  are  my 
opinions  in  summary  :  as  mercury  is  liable 
to  produce  miscarriage,  use  it  with  caution, 
and  soreness  of  the  mouth  is,  in  all  cases,  to 
be  preferred  to  an  active  ptyalism ;  in  all 
cases,  mercury  ought  to  be  used  sparingly ; 
t  but  caution  is  more  especially  necessary,  if 
the  aptitude  to  miscarriage  be  manifest; 
provided  a  disposition  to  miscarriage  is 
known  to  exist,  it  is  desirable  not  to  induce 
the  soreness,  before  the  seven  months  and 
the  fortnight  are  accomplished,  as  the  child, 
if  expelled  prematurely,  can  scarcely  be 
expected  to  survive  ;  yet  should  the  secu- 
rity of  the  mother  demand  an  earlier  ad- 
ministration of  the  remedy,  her  safety  must 
be  made  paramount  to  every  other  con- 
sideration. 


PREGNANCY. 

When  we  meet  with  syphilis,  in  eon* 
junction  with  pregnancy,  we  are,  of  course, 
led  to  inquire,  whether  much  benefit  might 
not  be  derived  from  any  other  anti-syphilitic. 
And  the  nitric  acid  has  been  so  much  re* 
commended,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  over- 
looked. Of  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy,  I 
forbear  to  pass  a  personal  opinion  ;  but  I 
will  give  you  the  sentiments  of  a  man  of 
large  opportunities,  and  very  capable  of 
judging — I  mean  the  late  Mr.  Pearson.  He 
says,  that  in  using  the  nitric  acid,  be  has 
found  that  the  primary  symptoms  were  not 
infrequently  cured — rarely,  however,  per- 
manently, for  they  were  apt  to  return,  and 
yet  sometimes  even  permanently.  He  says 
further,  that  where  patients  have  been  la- 
bouring under  the  secondary  symptoms  of 
the  disease,  the  primary  symptoms  have 
sometimes  been  cured  altogether,  and  the 
secondary  have  sometimes  been  cured  also, 
but  for  a  time  only.  He  adds,  respecting 
the  acid,  that,  it  seems  to  improve  the 
strength,  and  that  it  may  be  given  in  con- 
junction with  the  mercury,  bnt  that  this 
combination  does  not  diminish  the  quantity 
of  the  mercury,  which  may  be  necessary  for 
tbe  cure.  Now  these  are  properties  which 
may  very  reasonably  recommend  the  acid,  to 
your  attention,  in  the  cases  under  our  con- 
sideration ;  if  it  will  sometimes  cure  the  pri- 
mary symptoms — if  it  will,  in  many  cases, 
really  suspend  the  symptoms,  both  primary 
and  secondary,  even  for  a  few  weeks  only, 
cases  of  syphilitic  pregnancy  may  now  and 
then  occur,  in  which  it  may  do  effective  ser- 
vice, in  place  of  a  less  desirable,  though  a 
moTe  certain,  remedy. 

In  cases  of  syphilis,  we  have  been^  ad- 
vised to  make  use  of  the  woods,  guaiacum, 
mezereon,  sassafras,  and  particularly  the 
compound  decoction  of  sarsaparilla.  In 
this  country,  the  woods  have,  I  believe, 
been  very  generally  rejected  by  the  regular 
practitioner  as  cures  for  the  affection,  though 
an  opinion  is  again  gaining  ground,  that 
syphilis  may  be  cured  without  mercury — 
certainly  good  news  for  the  human  race."  In 
the  warmer  climate,  the  woods,  it  has  been 
surmised,  may  be  of  greater  effect ;  and, 
owing  to  a  greater  virulence  in  the  disease, 
tbey  may  lose  their  effect  in  the  colder  cli- 
mates; for  there  is  a  lurking  suspicion  that 
the  venereal  poison  becomes  more  violent 
in  our  colder  altitudes,  than  in  those  re- 
gions which  lie  nearer  the  line.  Now,  if  it 
really  be  the  case,  that  the  woods  possess  a 
greater  power  in  the  warmer  countries,  if 
any  of  you  should  be  practising  in  the  East 
Indies,  for  instance,  as  many  of  our  coun- 
trymen do,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  worthy  our 
while  to  give  a  fuller  trial  to  the  woods 
there,  though  I  deem  it  right  to  add  that, 
by  JSIr.  Mansell,  who  has  practised  much  in 
the  Indian  Peninsula,  1  am  informed  that  in 
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syphilis,  mercury  is  the  remedy  on  which 
the  European  practitioners  rely. 

In  the  syphilis  of  pregnancy,  there  is 
another  palliative  which  deserves  our  atten- 
tion, and  that  is  the  caustic.     For  it  is  a 
curious  fact,  that  the  malignity  of  the  local 
poison  of  the  chancre  is  so  great,  that  if 
left  to  itself,  it  will  go  on  committing  its 
ravages,  till  at  length  it  has  destroyed  the 
genitals  to  a  great  extent,  and  yet  the  whole 
of  this  malignant  topical  power  resides  in 
a  mere  film  of  structure,  prohably  not  thicker 
than  the  finger  nail,  so  that  if  you  can  but 
get  down,  through  this  structure,  upon  a 
healthy  organisation,  you  may  obtain  a  com- 
plete cure  of  the  disease  ;  the  constitution 
remains  affected  still,  but  topically  the  dis- 
ease may  be  cured.    Now,  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  destruction  of  the  morbid  orga- 
nization, the   stronger  caustics  may  be 
employed  ;  but  I  have  myself  seen,  by 
means  of  lunar  caustic  applied  ten  or  fifteen 
times,  such  a  complete  destruction  of  these 
morbid  films  as  occasioned  a  complete  ci- 
catrisation.   Now,  in  a  woman  labouring 
under  chancre,  small  and  manageable,  it 
would  be  for  your  consideration,  whether 
you  had  not  better  heal  by  caustic,  and 
refrain  from  the  use  of  the  mercury  un- 
til the  latter  months,  or  till  delivery  was 
effected,  when  you  might  have  recourse 
to  such  administration  of  the  mercury  as 
would  completely  destroy  the  disease  in 
the  constitution.    A  friend  of  ray  own  was 
telling  me,  some  two  or  tliree  years  ago, 
that  in  the  early  period  of  his  life,  being 
seized  with  a  chancre,  he  thought  to  heal  it 
by  the  application  of  caustic  ;  he  attacked 
the  disease  very  early,  indeed  on  its  very 
first  appearance,  and  he  hud  persuaded  him- 
self that  it  was  completely  subdued  by  this 
treatment,  but,  though  the  ulcer  healed,  in 
nine  months  afterwards  he  was  seized  by  a 
regular  attack  of  constitutional  symptoms ; 
the  disease  appeared  on  his  skin,  throat, 
and  nose,  and  he  was  obliged  to  use  mer- 
cury very  largely,  not  without  fumigation, 
to  get  rid  of  this  troublesome  affection.  This 
case  proves,  what,  probably,  you  all  knew 
before  you  entered  the  theatre,  that  though 
you  may  heal  a  chancre  by  caustic,  even 
when  the  first  speck  of  ulceration  is  mani- 
fested, still  you  cannot  prevent  tlie  consti- 
tution from  being  affected ;  but  observe, 
what  is  here  to  our  point,  namely,  that 
where  a  chancre  is  healed  in  this  manner, 
the  disease  may  lie,   to  all  appearance, 
quiet  in  the  system  for  nine  months,  per- 
haps, in  some  cases,  for  a  longer  time  ;  and, 
in  the  syphilis  of  pregnancy,  to  gain  time 
is  a  point  of  primary  importance  ;  for,  by 
this  means,  we  may  be  enabled  to  pro- 
crastinate the  use  of  mercury  till  after  deli- 
very is  accomplished,  or,  at  all  events,  be- 
yond the  term  of  seven  months  and  a  fort- 


night, that  critical  period  of  gestation 
which  gives  sufficient  strength  to  the  foetus 
(o  enable  it  to  Bupport  an  independent  ex- 
istence. When  the  mother  is  infected  with 
syphilis,  the  foetus  may  be  affected  also ; 
but  this  subject  has  been  considered  before. 
It  is  not  to  gonorrhoea,  but  to  the  chancrous 
form  of  the  venereal  disease,  that  the  pre- 
ceding remarks  are  designed  to  refer. 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 

DOUBLE  UTERUS,  AND  DOUBLE  IMPREGNA- 
TION. 

L.  B.,  setat.  30,  of  a  robust  constitution, 
had  been  in  labour  for  two  days,  when  Dr. 
Geiss,  who  describes  the  case,  was  sent  for. 
He  observed  that  the  pains  were  confined  to 
the  right  side,  where  the  uterus  reached 
almost  to  the  true  ribs,  while,  on  the  left 
side,  it  did  not  rise  higher  than  the  navel. 
The  external  genitals  were  regularly  formed ; 
and  it  having  been  found  that  the  shoulder 
presented,  the  operation  of  turning  was  re- 
sorted to,  and  a  healthy  female  child  ex- 
tracted. Soon  after  delivery,  the  right  side 
of  the  abdomen  collapsed,  the  left  half  re- 
taining its  size.  An  hour  after  the  birth  of 
this  child,  the  labour  pains  returned,  and, 
on  examination,  it  was  found  that,  at  the 
side  of  the  os  uteri,  and  quite  distinct  from 
it,  there  existed  a  circular  opening,  through 
which  the  distended  membranes  of  another 
child  protruded.  It  was  a  full-grown  boy, 
and,  after  its  birth,  Dr.  Geiss,  having  intro- 
duced his  hand  into  the  left  oavity,  con- 
vinced himself  that  it  had  no  communication 
with  the  right  half  of  the  uterus,  which  had 
already  contracted.  The  left  uterus  con- 
tracted rather  slowly,  and  the  patient  lost 
much  blood  from  it.  Two  months  after- 
wards, both  children,  as  well  as  the  mother, 
were  perfectly  healthy.  Two  years  after- 
wards she  was  again  delivered,  but  of  one 
child  only. — Rust's  Magaxint, 


TRANSFORMATION    OF  THE   SUBSTANCE  OF 
THE  HEART  INTO  A  FATTY  MASS. 

A  young  girl,  whose  father  had  bee  a  affected 
with  constitutional  syphilis,  had,  until  her 
nineteenth  year,  enjoyed  good  health,  when 
she  became  subject  to  rheumatic  pains, 
and  to  enlargement  of  the  glands  of  the 
neck.  It  soon  became  evident  that  she  was 
affected  with  a  chronic  disease  of  the  heart 
for  she  slept  very  little,  and  frequently 
started  up  in  her  sleep ;  the  least  exertion 
caused  the  greatest  exhaustion,  and  even 
syncope ;  she  complained  of  violent  lancU 
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sating  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  thorax,  |  The  indictment  charged  the  prisoners 
incapability  of  lying  ou  either  side,  a  trou- '  with  murder.  The  first  charge  preferred 
blesome  cough,  with  bloody  expectoration, 1  against  Burke,  accused  him  of  having,  in  the 
and  a  very  oppressive  burning  sensation  in:  month  of  March.  April,  or  May,  1828,  in  a 
the  region  of  the  heart.  The  pulse  was !  house  in  Gibb's  Close,  in  the  Canongate,  in 
weak,  frequent,  and  uuequal ;  the  extre- '  Edinburgh,  murdered  Mary  Peterson  or 
mit.es  cold ;  tha  cheeks  and  fingers  of  a  !  Mitchell,  by  placing  or  laying  his  body  or 
blue  colour  ;  tlie  pulsations  of  the  heart  j  person,  or  part  thereof,  over  or  upon  the 
were   very   feeble,  and  could  hardly  be  breast  or  person  and  face  of  Mury  Puterson, 


felt,  Sec.  She  died,  after  an  illness  of  ten 
months.  On  opening  the  thoracic  cavity, 
the  lungs  were  found  adherent  to  the  pleura 
and  the  pericardium,  the  internal  surface  of 
which  was  covered  with  whitish  yellow, 
solid  filaments,  about  one-tLird  of  an  inch 
in  length,  and  some  of  them  attached  to 


when  Bhe  was  lying  in  the  said  house  in  a 
slate  of  intoxication.  It  then  went  on  to 
charge  him,  that  by  the  pressure  thereof, 
and  by  covering  her  mouth  and  nose  with 
his  body  or  person,  and  forcibly  compressr 
ing  her  throat  with  his  hands,  and  keeping 
her  down,  notwithstanding  her  resistance, 


somewhat  enlarged.—  Heidelb.  ktin.  Anval. 


PRESERVATION  OF  LEECHES* 

M.  Hamgre  has,  by  the  following  method, 
succeeded  in  preserving  leeches  for  a  consi- 
derable time : — They  are  kept  in  small  bar- 
rels, the  internal  Burface  of  which  has  been 
reduced  to  charcoal,  the  bottom  being  co- 
vered by  sand,  moss,  and  charcoal.  In 
summer-time  the  water  must  be  changed 
every  eight  days  ;  during  winter,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  renew  it  every  sixth  week. — Journ. 
de  Chim.  Med. 


[From  The  Times  of  Monday.] 

THE  LATE  HORRIBLE  MURDERS  IX  EDIK- 
BUROU,  TO  OBTAIN  SUBJECTS  FOR  DIS- 
EECTION. 


(Abridged  from  The  Edinburgh  Evening 
Courant  of  Thursday.) 


the  heait,  ^the  external  aurface  of  which  |  or  in  some  other  way  to  the  prosecutor  un- 
was  also  covered  with  villous  excrescences,  j  known,  preventing  her  from  breathing,  did 
and  two-thirds  of  its  substance  were  changed  suffocate  or  strangle  her;  and  tl.is  the  in- 
into  a  fatty  mass  of  a  greyish  yellow  colour,  j  dictment  charged  him  with  doing,  with  the 
The  other  organs  were  found  healthy,  with  wicked  aforethought  intent  of  disposing  of 
the  exception  of  the  spleen,  which  was  or  selling  the  body  to  a  physician  or  sur- 
geon, or  some  person  in  the  employment  of 
a  physician  or  surgeon,  as  a  subject  for  dis- 
section. 

The  second  count  charged  Burke  with 
having,  in  September,  October,  or  Novem- 
ber, 1828,  in  a  house  in  Tanner's  Close, 
Portsburgh,  or  Western  Portsburg,  in  or 
near  Edinburgh,  attacked  and  assaulted 
James  Wilson,  commonly  called  Daft  Jamie, 
by  leaping  or  throwing  himself  upon  him, 
when  the  said  James  Wilson  was  lying  in 
the  said  house,  and  that  he  having  sprung 
up,  Burke  did  struggle  with  him,  and  did 
bring  him  to  the  ground,  and  by  laying  his 
body  or  person  across  Wilson's  face,  and  by 
compressing  his  mouth,  nose,  and  throat, 
did  suffocate  and  strangle  him  in  the  same 
manner  that  he  murdered  Mary  Paterson, 
and  with  the  intent  of  disposing  of  his  body 
for  dissection. 

The  third  count  charged  Burke  and  Helen 
M'Dougal  with  having,  in  the  month  of 
September,  October,  or  November,  1828, 
in  the  before-mentioned  house  in  Ports* 
burgh,  murdered  Madgy,  or  Mary  M'Goose- 
gal,  or  Dufiie,  or  Campbell,  or  Docherty,  by 
suffocating  and  strangling  her  in  the  manner 
that  Burke  was  charged  with  the  murder  of 
his  two  first-mentioned  victims.  It  also 
charged  them  with  the  murder  of  Madgy, 
for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  her  body  for 
dissection. 

In  answer  to  the  indictment,  Burke  sub- 
not  bound  to  plead  to,  or 


The  High  Court  of  Justiciary,  at  Edin- 
burgh, proceeded  on  Wednesday  to  the  trial 
of  fyilt'iam  Burke  and  Helen  AJ'Dongal,  in- 
dicted for  murder.  No  trial  that  has  taken 
place  for  a  number  of  years  past,  has  ex 
cited  such  an  unusual  and  intense  interest; 
all  the  doors  and  passngeg  to  the  Court  were  j  roitted  that  he 

besieged  at  an  early  hour  before  day-light,  to  be  tried  upon  a  libel,  which  not  only 
and  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  and  charged  him  with  three  unconnected  mur- 
by  the  utmost  exertions  of  a  large  body  of  ders  committed  each  at  a  different  time, 
police,  that  admission  could  be  procured  fori  and  at  a  different  place,  but  also  combined 
those  who  were  connected  with  the  pro-  j  his  trial  with  that  of  another  person,  who 
ceediugs.  was  not  even  alleged  to  have  had  any  con- 

Jhe  Judges  present,  were  the  Lord  cern  with  two  of  the  offences  of  which  he 
Justice  Clerk,  Lord  Pitmillv,  Lord  was  accused.  On  the  merits  of  the  case,  he 
Miadowbani,  and  Lord  Maceenxic        Uad  only  to  state,  that  he  was  uot  guilty  j 


■ 
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and  be  rested  his  defence  on  a  denial  of  the 
facts  set  forth  in  the  indictment. 

Helen  M'Dougal  made  a  similar  defence* 
Mr.  P.  Robertson,  in  support  of  the  de- 
fence, made  a  most  eloquent  address  to  the 
Court,  un  the  evil  of  comprising  bo  many 
offences  in  one  indictment.  Such  an  accu- 
mulation of  charges  was  not  consistent 
either  with  the  practice  or  the  principles 
of  law.  The  three  offences  were  totally 
separate  and  distinct ;  they  did  not  appear 
to  have  all  formed  a  part  of  one  foul  and  ne- 
farious transaction,  but  they  were  com- 
mitted at  different  times  and  at  different 
places,  and  might  have  been  done  fur  differ- 
ent ends — for  private  revenge,  or  for  rob- 
bery. The  crime  of  murder  incurred  the 
highest  punishment  of  the  law,  and  the  dan- 
ger to  which  the  prisoner  was  exposed  in 
this  junction  of  cases,  even  of  having  preju- 
dice excited  against  him  in  the  minds  of  the 


The  Lobd-Advocate  said  he  (should  pro 
ceed  upon  the  last  charge,  and  therefore  the 
woman  must  be  detained,  and  put  upon  her 
trial  with  the  man. 

The  prisoners  were  then  called  upon  to 
plead,  and  they  said  they  were  "  not  guilty." 

The  fust  witness  proved  the  accuracy  of 
the  plan  of  the  hou6e  at  Portsburgh,  where 
Burke  resided. 

Mary  Stewart  proved  having  seen  Madgy, 
or  Margery  Campbell,  at  lidiuburgb,  in  Oc- 
tober, and  she  said  she  came  from  Glasgow 
to  look  after  her  son  ;  she  afterwards  saw 
her  dead  body  at  the  police-office  :  she  was 
between  40  and  50  years  old. 

Charles  M'l^ean  gave  similar  testimony. 
William  No'M,  shopman  to  Mr.  Rymer,  of 
Portsburgh,  sa;d  that,  on  the  31st  of  Octo- 
ber, a  woman,  similar  in  appearance  to 
Margery  Campbell,  and  who  said  her  name 
was  Docherty,  cam?  to  the  shop  asking 


Jury,  who  could  not  separate  the  evidence )  charitv  ;  Burke  was  in  the  shop,  and,  hear 
applicable  to  one,  from  the  evidence  appli-  j  ing  her  name,  he  said  she  was  some  relation 
cable  to  another,  and  who  could  not  fail,  not- 
withstanding all  the  precautions  that  could 


of  his  mother's,  and  he  took  the  woman 
awov  with  him,  saying  he  would  give  her 
be  adopted,  to  borrow  evidence  from  one  breakfast.  On  the  next  day  Burke  pur- 
action,  in  order  to  convict  upon  another,  chased  some  groceries,  and  an  old  tea-box. 
The  case  of  the  other  prisoner  was  even  |  at  the  shop.  Witness  added,  that  be  had 
worse.    She  was  brought  to  trial  on  a }  seen  a  man  named  Hare  in  company  with 


charge  of  murder,  which  was  combined  with 
two  other  charges,  with  which  she  was  not 
alleged  to  have  had  the  slightest  connexion. 

The  Loud- Advocate  said,  he  had  placed 
the  woman  in  the  same  indictment  with 
Burke,  in  order  that  she  might  derive  ad- 
vantage from  it.  If  he  had  tried  the  other 
prisoner  first,  the  whole  of  the  evidence  ad- 
duced on  that  trial,  would  have  been  pub- 
lished and  universally  read,  and  her  case, 
therefore,  would  not  have  been  heard  by  the 
Jury  in  an  unprejudiced  state.  He  thought 
he  was  bound,  in  fairness  to  her,  to  include 
her  in  that  indictment.  He  would  consent, 
since  her  advisers  thought  it  beneficial  to 
her,  to  delay  putting  her  on  her  trial  at  pre- 
sent. He,  however,  expressed  his  deter- 
mination to  proceed  agaiust  Bu.  ke  upon  the 
indictment  for  the  three  offences.  The 
murders  were  all  committed  within  the  last 
six  months.  They  were  all  done  in  the 
same  place,  and  they  were  all  charged  as 
being  done  with  the  same  intent. 


Burke,  and  Hare's  wife  called  for  the  tea- 
box. 

Jim  Black,  or  Connaway,  who  lived  in 
Western  Portsburgh,  said  "that  Burke  aud 
M'Dougal  resided  in  the  same  house  as 
herself.  On  the  31st  of  October  she  saw 
Burke  enter  his  house,  with  a  womau  fol- 
lowing him  ;  in  the  afternoon  she  went  into 
Burke's  apartments,  aud  saw  the  same  wo- 
man sitting  by  the  fire,  supping  porridge 
aud  milk  ;  she  had  scarcely  any  clothes  on, 
and  they  said  they  had  been  washing  ; 
M'Dougal  said  that  she  was  a  Highland 
womnu,  a  friend  of  her  husband's ;  some 
time  after  dark  the  woman  appeared  very 
intoxicated  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hare  came  in 
with  a  bottle  of  spirits  before  supper,  and 
Hare  insisted  on  drinking  ;  they  all  tasted, 
and  were  merry  ;  and  Hare,  Campbell,  and 
M'Dougal  danced  i  between  10  and  11 
o'clock  Burke  came  home,  and  a  disturb- 
ance soon  afterwards  took  place,  as  if  Burke 
and  Hate  were  fighting.    In  the  morning 


The  Dean  of  Faculty  enforced  the  ar- ;  witness  asked  M'Dougal  what  had  become 
guments  of  Mr.  Robertson,  and  pointed  out  of  the  old  woman,  and  she  replied,  that 
the  great  prejudice  that  would  accrue  to  the  ^  Burke  and  her  had  been  too  friendly  toge- 
prisoner  from  crowding  into  one  indictment  { ther,  and  she  had  kicked  her  out  of  the 
three  separate  acts  of  murder.  j  house  ;  adding,  at  the  same  time,  "  Did 

After  a  short  consultation,  the  Judges  de-  i  you  not  hear  it';"    .She  saw  a  bundle  of 
livered  their  opinions  seriatim,  to  the  effect,  i  straw  nt  the  bottom  of  the  bed  ;  it  had  lain 
that  the  public  prosecutor  should  select  out  there  most  of  the  summer,  hut  it  appeared 
of  the  three  acts  of  murder,  the  one  on  which  >  to  have  been  recently  turned, 
he  should  go  to  trial ;  and  with  this  und  r- 1    Janet  Laurie,  or  Law,  who  lived  in  the 


standing,  that,  if  he  failed  in  the  first  charge, 
the  prisoner  was  not  to  complain  that  he 
was  again  tried  under  another. 


same  passage  with  the  former  witness,  cor- 
roborated her  statement. 

Hugh  Altton,  who  lived  in  the  same  honw 
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with  Burke,  heard  a  noise  ou  the  night  of 
3 1st  of  October,  and  a  woman  called  out 
"  m order!"  he  also  heard  a  noise  of  two 
men,  as  if  wrangling  and  struggling,  and  the 
woman  crying  "  murder  !"  That  continued 
for  about  a  minute,  and  then  he  heard  a  cry, 
as  if  a  person  had  been  strangled  ;  he  heard 
no  noise  of  struggling  ;  he  was  often  alarmed 
by  cries,  and  was  afraid  of  fire,  but  never 
thought  of  murder;  he  returned  a  second 
time,  and  heard  the  sound  of  the  men's 
voices,  who  were  speaking  in  a  lower  tone, 
and  the  woman  had  ceased  crying ;  he  then 
went  into  his  own  residence. 

David  Paterson,  keeper  of  the  museum 
belonging  to  Dr.  Knox. — Knows  the  pri- 
soner by  sight.  Witness  went  home  on  the 
31st  of  October,  about  twelve  o'clock,  and 
found  Burke  knocking  at  the  door.  He 
said  to  witness  that  he  wished  to  see  him 
at  his  house,  and  he  accordingly  went  there 
with  him.  He  found  in  it  two  meu,  includ- 
ing Butke.  There  might  be  more,  but  he 
did  not  recollect.  There  were  also  two 
women.  After  he  went  in,  Burke  said  he 
had  procured  something  for  the  doctor,  and 
pointed  to  the  head  of  a  bed,  where  some 
straw  was  lying.  The  observation  was  made 
in  an  under  voice,  bat  not  in  a  whisper. 
No  observation  was  made  by  any  of  the 
other  persons.  Nothing  was  shown  to  wit- 
ness ;  but  he  understood,  when  Burke  said 
he  had  procured  something  for  the  doctor, 
that  he  alluded  to  a  dead  body.  His  words 
were,  he  had  procured  something,  or  there 
was  something  for  the  doctor,  and  he  used 
the  expression  "  to-morrow."  There  was 
a  sufficiency  of  straw  in  the  corner  to  have 
concealed  a  dead  body.  M'Douga)  was  one 
of  the  females.  Witness  sent  his  sister 
about  nine  next  morning  for  Burke.  (Wit- 
ness was  here  shown  Hare  and  his  wife, 
whom  he  identified  as  the  other  persons 
that  were  in  the  house  along  with  Burke, 
on  the  Slst  of  October.)  Burke  came  next 
morning  about  nine,  and  witness  said,  if  he 
had  any  thing  to  give  Dr.  Knox,  to  take  it 
to  him,  and  settle  with  himself.  He  meant 
a  subject  to  dispose  of :  and  Burke  went 
away.  He  saw  him  again,  in  one  of  Dr. 
Knox's  rooms,  ia  Surgeon 'a- square,  along 
with  Hare,  Mr.  Jones,  Dr.  Knox's  assistant, 
and  the  Doctor.  Heard  either  Burke  or 
Hare  say  they  had  a  dead  body,  or  subject, 
which  they  were  to  bring  at  night,  and  wit- 
ness was  instructed  by  Dr.  Knox  to  receive 
any  package  which  tbey  might  bring.  Wit- 
ness and  Mr.  Jones  were  in  the  way  about 
seven  o'clock,  when  Burke,  Hare,  and  a 
porter,  named  M'Culloch.  came  with  an  old 
tea-chest.  It  was  put  into  a  cellar,  the 
door  locked,  and  Mr.  Jones  went  to  Dr. 
Knox's  house  and  informed  him  the  men 
had  brought  what  was  expected.  The  men 
and  the  porter  followed,  or  bad  preceded 


witness  and  Jones,  for  when  he  came  oat 
he  found  them  st  the  end  of  Newington. 
Dr.  Knox  gave  witness  5/.,  which,  to  pre- 
vent dispute*,  he  was  to  divide ;  and  having 
gone  to  a  house  and  obtained  change,  he 
laid  the  money  on  a  table,  and  each  took 
his  share,  leaving  the  sum  to  the  porter  that 
had  been  bargained  for.  Five  pounds  wns 
not  the  whole  price  understood  to  be  paid ; 
the  balance  was  to  be  paid  on  Monday,  when 
Dr.  Knox  saw  what  had  been  brought.  The 
price  he  believed  generally  was  to  be  3/., 
but  'no  bargain  was  made.  On  the  Sunday 
morning,  Lieutenant  Patterson,  of  the  po- 
lice, and  Serjeant-Major  Fisher,  called  on 
him,  and  he  went  with  them;  opened  the 
door  of  the  cellar,  and  gave  the  package  to 
them,  which  had  been  left  the  night  before. 
It  was  given  up  in  the  same  state  in  which 
it  had  been  left  the  night  before.  The 
package  was  fastened  with  ropes.  He  as- 
sisted in  opening  the  box,  which  was  found 
to  contain  the  body  of  an  elderly  female, 
who  did  not  appear  to  have  been  interred. 
The  extremities  were  doubled  up  on  the 
chest  and  thorax.  The  head  was  pressed 
down  as  if  for  want  of  room.  At  the  request 
of  the  Lieutenant  of  Police,  he  examined 
rhe  body  externally,  stretched  on  a  table. 
The  face  was  very  livid,  and  blood  flowing 
from  the  mouth.  In  his  opinion  the  ap- 
pearance-of  the  countenance  indicated  stran- 
gulation, or  suffocation,  by  being  overlaid. 
Tie  found  other  external  marks  upon  the 
body  that  would  be  supposed  to  cause 
death  ;  he  was  not  present  at  the  dissection 
of  the  body  ;  the  eyes  were  not  started,  nor 
did  the  tongue  hang  out ;  the  head  was  a 
good  deal  pressed  down  for  want  of  room ; 
observed  no  mark  about  the  throat ;  the 
lips  and  nose  were  dark -coloured,  and  a  lit- 
tle tainted  with  blood. 

By  the  Dean  of  Faculty. — His  reasons 
for  saying  death  had  been  caused  by  suffo- 
cation was,  that  the  blood,  in  a  strangled 
or  suffocated  person,  rises  in  the  head,  and 
gives  the  face  a  livid  appearance.  He  had 
seen  tbo  man  Hare  before,  and  knew  that 
Dr.  Knox  bad  dealings  with  him  for  the 
procuring  of  dead  bodies ;  he  also  had  had 
dealings  with  Burke  ;  they  seemed  to  net 
jointly ;  had  seen  both  assume  the  princi- 
pal part;  they  frequently  brought  subjects 
to  the  lecture-rooms  ;  had  heard  of  a  class 
of  persons  who  provided  bodies  which  nover 
had  been  interred  ;  had  known  of  young 
men  attending  poor  patients  who  did  give 
information  of  that  fact  to  Dr.  Knox,  who 
handed  over  the  direction  to  such  persons 
to  endeavour  to  make  a  purchase ;  in  one 
instance  a  note  was  given  to  himself,  and 
he  handed  it  to  these  men,  but  the  purchase 
was  not  then  made. 

Jamet  Gray  and  his  Wife  were  next  examined. 
— They  said  they  were  acquainted  with  the 
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prisoners,  and  had  lodged  about  five  nights 
in  their  bouae.  They  recollected  the  old 
woman  coming  there  on  the  nigbt  of  the 
Stat  of  October ;  and  on  the  following 
morning  M'Dougal  said  she  had  been  im- 
pudent, and  they  bad  turned  her  out  of 
doors.  They,  however,  suspected  that  all 
was  not  right,  and  when  Burke  and  M'Dou- 
gal left  the  room  they  examined  the  straw, 
and  found  the  body  under  it ;  there  was 
blood  on  the  face  and  about  the  mouth. 
They  immediately  took  up  their  small  bun- 
dles, and  were  quitting  the  house,  when 
they  met  Mrs.  Burke,  to  whom  they  men- 
tioned what  they  had  seen.  She  told  them 
to  hold  their  tongues,  and  she  would  give 
them  2j.  or  3a.,  and  it  might  be  worth  10/. 
per  week.  Gray  replied,  *'  God  forbid 
they  should  make  money  by  dead  people," 
and  immediately  gave  information  to  the 
police. 

John  fiPCnllock  proved  having  been  em* 
ployed  by  Burke  to  convey  the  body  from 
his  residence  to  Dr.  Knox's  house.  It  was 
taken  out  from  among  the  straw,  tied  in  a 
sheet,  and  put  into  the  box.  They  had 
great  difficulty  in  getting  the  body  into  the 
box  j  they  had  to  rack  it  to  get  it  forced 
down.  When  he  arrived  at  Surgeon -square 
with  his  load,  he  was  joined  by  Burke  and 
M'Dougal,  and  Hare  and  his  wife. 

The  police  officers  proved  having  appre- 
hended the  prisoners,  and  finding  the  dead 
body  at  Dr.  Knox's  house. 

William  Hare  was  next  examined. — He 
was  cautioned  by  Lord  Meadowhank  to  speak 
truth.  He  said  he  understood  he  was  called 
only  as  a  witness  in  the  case  of  the  woman 
Campbell  (he  emphatically  said,  "  the  old 
woman.")  Having  been  sworn  in  the  com- 
mon form,  he  said  he  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  had  resided  in  this  country  about 
ten  years.  He  was  asked  if  he  were  a 
Catholic  ?  He  answered,  he  was.  He  was 
then  asked  if  he  wished  to  he  sworn  in  any 
way  ?  He  said,  he  did  not  know  ;  he  never 
had  taken  an  oath  before,  and  the  form  was 
all  one,  he  supposed. 

The  examination  proceeded. — He  had 
been  acquainted  with  Burke  about  a  twelve- 
month ;  M'Dougal  lived  with  Burke,  then, 
as  his  wife  ;  witness  lived  in  the  Westport, 
not  far  from  Burke  ;  was  in  a  public -house 
in  the  Westport  on  the  forenoon  of  the  31st 
of  October,  when  they  had  a  gill  ;  he  asked 
witness  to  go  down  to  his  house,  to  see 
the  shot  he  had  got  to  take  to  the  doc- 
tor's ;  he  said  he  had  taken  an  old  woman 
off  the  street,  and  wished  witness  to  go  and 
see  her,  and  see  what  they  were  doing; 
understood  by  the  word  shot,  that  he  was 
going  to  murder  the  womnn.  He  went  to 
Burke's  house,  and  found  there  was  a 
strange  man  and  woman,  (their  name  was 
Gray,)  the  old  woman,  and  Helen  M*Dou- 


gal.  The  old  woman  was  washing  her  short 

gown  ;  it  was  white  and  red  striped, 
(Identified  the  bed-gown.)  Witness  re- 
mained in  the  house  about  five  minutes,  and 
then  went  home  ;  was  in  Connaway's  be. 
tween  ei^ht  and  nine  o'clock  on  Hallowe'en 
night.  There  were  Connaway  and  his 
wife,  William  Burke,  and  John  Broggan, 
and  another  lad  whom  he  did  not  know,  the 
old  woman,  Helen  M'Dougal,  and  witness's 
wife.  They  had  some  drink  there.  Burke, 
Broggan,  and  the  lad,  went  out ;  but  witness 
remained  later,  and  went  into  Burke's, 
leaving  the  old  woman  in  Connaway's  ;  was 
not  long  there  till  Burke  himself,  and  the 
old  woman,  came  in.  She  was  so  much  the 
worse  of  drink  as  hardly  to  be  able  to  keep 
her  feet.  There  was  some  dancing  in  Con- 
naway's. At  this  time  he  did  not  think 
that  any  harm  was  to  happen  to  the  old 
woman  that  night.  When  in  Uurke's,  some 
words  took  place  between  him  and  witness, 
and  blows  ensued.  He  asked  what  had 
brought  him  there,  and  he  replied  he  had 
been  invittd  by  M'Dougal.  While  they 
were  struggling,  the  old  woman  ran  twice 
into  the  passage,  and  called  out  either 
"  murder,"  or  "  police."  Helen  M'Dougal 
brought  her  back  both  times.  While  wit- 
ness and  Burke  were  struggling,  he  (Hare) 
pushed  her  over  a  stool ;  she  got  up  so  as  to 
rest  upon  her  elbow,  but  was  so  drunk  as 
not  to  be  able  to  regain  her  feet ;  she  wag 
always  calling  on  Burke  to  quit  fighting, 
and  he  did  so :  having  stood  for  some 
minutes  on  the  floor,  Burke  stood  stride 
legs  over  her,  and  laid  himself  down  above 
her — his  breast  being  on  her  head  ;  she 
gave  a  cry,  and  then  moaned  a  little ;  he 
put  one  hand  upon  her  nose  and  mouth, 
and  the  other  under  her  chin,  and  stopped 
her  breathing  ;  this  was  continued  for  ten 
or  fifteen  minutes ;  he  never  spoke  while 
this  was  going  on  ;  after  he  had  risen  from 
above  her,  he  put  his  arm  upon  her  mouth 
for  some  minutes  j  she  appeared  quite  dead  ; 
witness  was  sitting  all  the  while  on  a  chair  ; 
he  stripped  the  body  of  the  clothes,  put  it 
into  a  corner,  doubling  it  up,  and  covering 
it  with  straw  ;  witness's  wife  and  M'Dougal, 
when  they  heard  the  first  screech  of  the  old 
woman,  ran  into  the  passage,  and  did  not 
come  in  again  until  the  body  was  covered 
with  straw  ;  before  this  they  were  lying  in 
the  bed,  and  witness  sat  at  the  head  of  the 
bed  ;  did  not  observe  blood  on  the  floor,  or 
on  the  woman's  face,  at  the  ♦fme ;  did  not 
observe  the  women,  in  the  passage,  cry  ; 
hut  nobody  came  to  tho  door  dining  tho 
time.  Burke  had  not  been  above  the 
woman  a  minute  or  two,  when  the  women 
started  out  of  bed,  and  ran  to  the  door; 
none  of  them  attempted  to  save  or  assist  the 
old  woman,  nud  such  could  not  have  hap- 
pened without  his  seeing  it;  saw  them 
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come  again,  and  Burke  go  out,  when  be  was 
absent  a  few  minutes ;  the  women  asked  no 
questions,  and  be  made  no  remark  ;  tbe 
women  went  to  their  beds  again  ;  neither 
asked  for  the  woman  Docherty;  when 
Burke  returned,  he  brought  the  Doctor's 
man  with  him — a  person  who  lived  a  little 
down  the  West  Port.   Burke  wished  the 
doctor's  man  to  look  at  the  body,  but  he 
aaid  it  would  do  well  enough — to  get  a  box, 
and  put  it  into  it ;  the  women  were  in  the 
bed  while  the  man  was  in  the  house,  but  he 
could  not  tell  whether  they  were  awake  or 
not ;  witness  fell  asleep  himself ;  he  was 
rather  the  worse  of  liquor,  but  he  knew  well 
enough  what  be  was  about ;  he  awoke  about 
seven  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  he  found 
himself  on  a  chair,  with  his  head  on  the 
bed ;  the  women  were  in  the  bed,  and  a  lad 
named  John  Broggan,  who  was  lying  be- 
yond his  aunt  ;  Burke  was  at  the  fire-side  ; 
ne  and  his  wife  got  up  and  went  home, 
when  they  found  Gray  and  his  wife  there  ; 
Burke  called  witness  into  Kymer's  shop, 
and  wished  him  to  go  with  him  to  Surgeon 
Square,  which  witness  agreed  to  do,  after 
he  fed  the  swine ;  they  went  to  Surgeon's 
Square,  where  Burke  inquired  for  a  box, 
but  they  did  not  get  one  ;  he  said,  he  he- 
spoke  one  from   Mr.  Kymer's  shop-boy; 
this  box  was  brought  into  the  passage  by 
the  porter,  (M'Culloch,)  but  there  was  no- 
body in  the  house  when  they  went  iu  ;  they 
took  tbe  box  in,  and  waited  at  the  back 
door  till  Burke  came,  who  aaid,  "  You  are 
worth  little  that  have  not  put  it  into  the 
box  ;"  witness  assisted  to  put  the  body  into 
the  box;  tbe  porter  pressed  it  down,  and 
observing  some  of  the  hair  over  the  side  of 
the  box,  put  it  down  inside,  saying,  it  was 
"  a  bad  thing  to  have  it  hanging  out."  The 
box  was  roped,  and  the  porter  instructed  to 
carry  it  to  Surgeons'  Square ;  witness  and 
Burke  accompanied  him,    and  met  the 
women  in  the  High  School  Yards;  could 
not  say  whether  Burke,  or  the  porter,  went 
in  firat ;  witness  accompanied  them  ;  the 
body  was  put  into  a  celinr,  and  witness  and 
Burke  proceeded  to  Dr.  Knox's,  at  Newing- 
ton,  but  did  not  go  into  his  house.  Mr. 
Paterson,  who  was  to  pay  the  money,  took 


than  that  of  the  old  woman,  but  had  seen  it 

done  ;  had  never  been  concerned  in  raising 
dead  bodies,    lie  was  warned  not  to  answer 
questions  that  might  criminate  him.  Was 
asked  how  often  he  had  seen  them  doing  it  ? 
Declined  answering  the  question.  Was  this 
of  the  old  woman  the  only  one  in  which  he 
was  concerned  ?  Declined  to  answer.  Was 
murder  committed  in  his  house  last  Octo- 
ber?   Declined  answering  the  question. 
Understood  that  the  use  of  the  term  jW, 
wos  used  by  Burke  as  meaning  a  person  for 
a  subject,  in  order  lo  murder  them  ;  heard 
him  use  it  when  he  did  not  mean  to  mur- 
der, but  understood  that  to  be  his  meaning 
at  the  time  ;  said  so  to  him  in  the  forenoon  ; 
was  dancing  in  Connaway's  ;  the  old  woman 
was  there,  but,  at  that  time,  had  no  notion 
that  there  was  to  be  mischief  that  night, 
from  Burke's  words.    First  entertained  the 
opiuion  that  there  would  be  mischief,  when 
he  saw  Burke  standing  over  the  old  woman. 
They  had  quarrelled,  and  therefore  had  uo 
thought  till  he  saw  Burke  in  that  situation  ; 
saw  the  body  of  the  old  woman  in  the 
police-office ;  he  then  aaid  he  had  never 
seen  the  body  of  the  old  woman  before,  and 
denied  that  he  had  seen  the  woman  alive ; 
it  was  on  the  Sunday  when  he  saw  it,  and 
denied  it  then.  Have  you  had  several  trans- 
actions with  Dr.  Knox,  or  his  assistant? 
Declined  to  answer  tbe  question.  Burke 
had  received  money  from  Dr.  Knox,  but 
witness  never  did,  nor  from  any  of  his 
assistants.   Burke  received  bt.  for  the  body 
from  Dr.  Knox,  and  they  were  to  receive 
more  on  Monday;  Dr.  Knox's  man  said 
they  were  to  get  5/.  more  ;  thinks  it  wos 
Burke  who  paid  the  porter,  but  is  not  sure 
whether  it  was  Burke  or  Mr.  Paterson ; 
Burke  threw  two  notes  across  the  table 
along  with  the  change  ;  is  certain  that  Mr. 
Paterson  did  not  pay  the  money  to  him, 
though  he  folded  up  the  two  notes  and  di- 
vided the  silver;  had  never  any  quarrels 
with  Burke  about  the  payments,  nor  no 
quarrel  with  him  about  money  matters. 
Witness  pushed  the  woman  over  a  stool, 
and  she  was  so  drunk  she  could  not  rise ; 
before  that,  she  had  gone  to  the  door,  and 
called  "  police !"  when  Burke  got  on  the 


tliem  into  a  public- house,  where  he  got  j  old  woman  she  gave  a  shriek,  which  could 
change,  and  paid  the  porter  hs.,  Burke  be  heard  some  short  distance  ;  at  that  time 


2t.  7s.  tirf.,  and  witness  2/.  7s.  6d.  ;  under- 
stood that  SI.  more  was  to  be  paid  on  Mon 


did  not  hear  any  one  call  for  the  police; 
Burke  and  be  were  fighting  before  the  wo- 


doy.  Saw  the  women  both  in  going  to  and  j  man  shrieked  ;  Broggan  and  the  two  women 
returning  from  Newington,  but  neither  of  were  in  the  bed  ;  he  was  sitting  at  the  side 
them  went  into  the  public-house.  ;  of  the  bed,  and  Burke  was  at  the  fire  ; 

j  thinks  that  it  was  ten  minutes  before  Burke 
Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cockburn. —  j  had  murdered  the  old  woman  ;  never  at- 
tempted to  prevent  him,  but  remained  in 


Had  been  a  boatman  on  the  canal ; 


na 


d  ah 


hud  a  horse  and  cart,  and  sold  fish ;  had  t  the  house  all  the  time ;  sat  by,  and  looked 
been  concerned  iu  furnishing  medical  lec- 1  at  the  transaction  ;  did  not  go  next  day  to 
turers  with  subjects  ;  was  never  concerned  j  the  police,  and  inform  them  of  it ;  but, 
in  carrying  any  other  bodies  to  Burgeons !  when  examined  by  the  police,  he  denied  all 
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knowledge  of  it.  [Hare  Temoved,  in  the 
custody  of  the  police,  to  the  Outer-house.] 

AJargaret  Laird,  wife  of  Hare.    Lord  Meu- 
dowbank  mtormed  the  witness  that,  what 
ever  share  she  might  have  in  the  murder  of 
Mrs.  Campbell,  she  would  not  be  called 
upon,  or  brought  to  trouble,  for  such  share 
of  it,  if  site  spoke  the  truth — Kemembers 
last  Hallowe'en  night,  when  two  persons, 
Gray  and  his  wife,  slept  in  witness's  house  ; 
they  came  from  Burke's,  who  asked  that  she 
should  give  them  a  bed  ;  thi3  was  in  the 
course  of  the  day ;  thinks  it  was  day-light  at 
the  time  ;  went  out  that  night,  about  nine 
o'clock,  to  seek  her  husband  ;  found  Mm  in 
Conn  a  way's ;  Connaway  and  his  wife,  and 
Burke  and  his  wife,  were  there  ;  had  spirits 
there ;  saw  an  old  woman  in  Burke's ;  stop- 
ped till  her  husband  rose,  and  she  asked  him 
to  go  home,  but  he  said  he  would  come  soon  ; 
they  went  to  Burke's  house,  where  there 
was  a  quarrel  between  her  husband  and 
Burke,  and  they  fell  a-fighting ;  the  old 
woman  called  out  murder,  when  she  got  a 
push,  and  she  fell ;  saw  Burke  get  upon  the 
old  woman's  breast,  when  M'Dougal  and 
she  ran  out  to  the  passage,  and  remained 
there  some  time  ;  she  did  not  cry  out,  for 
she  was  powerless  ;  thinks  it  was  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  till  she  came  back  to  the  house  ; 
did  not  see  the  old  woman,  nor  did  she  in- 
quire, as  she  had  a  suspicion  that  she  had 
been  murdered;  M'Dougal  did  not  a3k  any 
question  at  the  time  Burke  lay  down  on 
the  old  woman  ;  wituess  thinks  she  was 
standing  near  the  door ;  Burke  had  not  Iain 
many  minutes  on  the  old  woman,  when  wit- 
ness ran  out;   does  not  recollect  where 
M'Dougal  was  standing  at  that  time  ;  was 
alarmed  at  the  sight ;  did  not  see  Burke  do 
any  thing  else  but  lying  either  on  the  mouth 
or  breast  of  the  old  woman  ;  had  some  sus- 
picion of  what  Burke  was  about,  as  she  had 
seen  some  tricks  of  the  same  kind  done ;  in 
the  course  of  the  afternoon  M'  Dougal  came 
and  said  to  witness  there  was  a  shot  in  the 
house  ;  she  did  not  say  what  she  meant  by 
a  shot,  but  she  said  that  her  husband  had 
fetched  her  from  a  shop;  M'Dougal  told 
her  at  the  same  time  she  used  the  term  *W, 
that  it  was  a  woman  ;  ahe  did  not  say  ex- 
pressly they  were  lo  murder  the  woman, 
but  witness  understood  thut  to  be  her  mean- 
ing, as  *he  heard  such  a  mcaniug  used  to 
the  term  before  ;  Burke  had  given  the  wo- 
man drink  before,   but  he  did  not  press 
liquor  upon  her ;  she  seemed  rather  the 
worse  of  liquor;  stopped  in  Burke's  till 
between  four  and  live  o'clock  in  the.  morn- 
ing ;  saw  Mr.  Paterson  come  in  shortly 
after  the  woman  was  murdered  ;  d  d  not 
know  where  the  body  was  put ;  saw  the  box 
in  which  the  body  was  placed ;  got  it  from 
Kyreer's  ;  understood  where  the  body  was 
to  be  teat  j  followed  Burke  and  her  hus- 


band, as  she  was  afraid  they  would  fall 
a-fighting,  and  went  with  them  to  Xewing- 
ton,  and  afterwards  came  in  along  with 
M'Dougal;  did  not  make  any  answer  to 
M'Dougal  when  she  spoke  of  the  ihot,  and 
does  not  recollect  talking  with  her  about 
the  body  when  going  to  Newington  ;  when 
in  the  passage,  she  and  M'Dougal  were 
speaking  about  the  woman,  but  does  not  re- 
collect the  words;  thinks  it  was,  that  it 
might  be  the  case  with  them  two— that 
they  might  be  murdered  ;  did  not  alarm  the 
neighbours,  as  she  had  left  her  house  three 
times  before,  as  she  had  not  been  living  a 
contented  life,  and  she  could  not  inform 
agaiust  her  husbaud,  as  it  was  not  natural  to 
do  so. 

By  the  ComT.— The  old  woman  only 
went  to  the  door  of  the  room,  and  thinks  she 
got  a  push  when  she  fell  down,  and  imme- 
diately after  that,  Burke  fell  upon  her,  and 
saw  him  lying  either  upon  her  mouth  or  on 
her  breast.  Did  not  hear  the  old  woman  cry 
or  scream,  and  went  away,  as  witness  was 
afraid  to  see  her  murdered.  Did  not  expect 
that  night  that  the  old  woman  was  to  be 
murdered. 

By  the  Dean  of  Faculty. — Could  not 
say  whether  it  was  Hare  or  Burke  who 

1  pushed  the  old  woman.  The  door  at  the 
outer  end  of  the  passuge  latches,  but  does 

1  not  know  whether  it  is  from  the  outside. 
Did  not  hear  any  body  knock  on  the  door 
when  she  was  in  the  passage,  nor  when  there 
did  she  hear  the  old  woman  cry  or  make 
any  noise.  Had  not  power  to  go  out  of  the 
passage,  and  that  was  the  reason  she  re- 
mained.  Did  not  say  any  thing  when  she 
came  back  to  the  house.  Saw  both  Burke 
and  Hare  there.  Went  to  bed  in  a  short 
time  afterwards,  but  did  not  sleep  for  some 
lime.  Broggan  came  in,  aud  they  bad  some 
liquor.  Hose  out  of  bed  when  Paterson  went 

r  out,  and  did  not  again  go  to  bed  ;  M'Dougal 

|  was  not  in  bed  ;  she  (wituess)  and  Broggan 
lay  down  on  the  floor  :  Burke  and  Hare  fell 
a-tighting  soon  afterwards;  never  saw  the 
old  woman  rise  after  she  fell ;  does  not  know 
how  long  they  were  in  Connaway's,  as  she 
has  a  very  bad  memory. 

Two  medical  gentlemen  were  then  exa- 
mined, and  they  thought  it  probable  that  the 
woman  had  died  a  violent  death  by  suffoca- 
tion. 

The  declarations  which  were  emitted  were 
then  rend.  Burke  described  himself  as  a 
native  of  Ireland  ;  that  he  has  been  ten 
years  in  Kdinburgh  ;  is  a  shoemaker  ;  and 
lived  with  fclizaheth  M'Dougal,  but  was  not 
mairied  to  her.  He  pretended  to  account 
tor  the  dead  body  being  in  his  house,  by 
1  saying  it  was  brought  there  by  a  porter. 
The  Jury  retired  at  half  past  fight,  and 
after  having  been  enclosed  for  50  minutes, 
returned  a  rerdict,  finding  William  Burke 
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Guilty  of  the  charge,  and  in  regard  to  Helen 

M'Dougal,  found  the  libel  Not  Proven. 

The  Lord- Advocate  having  moved  for 
the  sentence  of  the  Court, 

Lord  Meadow-bank  said,  after  a  trial  of 
unexampled  length, — protracted  to  nearly 
24  hours, — a  trial  in  which  the  minds  of 
your  Lordships  have  been  excited  to  the  ut- 
termost, it  would  be  improper  in  me  to  de- 
tain the  Court  with  com  men  ting  on  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  most  atrocious  case  ;  and 
I  feel  that  it  is  quite  impossible  for  any  one 
who  has  attended  to  the  proceedings  on 
this  trial,  to  think  that  we  have  any  thing 
left  to  do  but  to  go  through  with  the  dis- 
tressing duty  which  has  now  fallen  to  your 
Lordships  to  perform.  But  it  is  impossible, 
in  considering  the  whole  circumstances  of 
this  distressing  case,  not  to  advert  to  that 
most  extraordinary,  that  most  unexampled, 
and  that  most  atrocious  system,  which  every 
one  must  feel  has  been  developed  by  the 
evidence  which  has  been  brought  forward. 
I  am  sure,  and  I  speak  in  the  presence  of 
your  Lordships,  who  can  correct  me  if  1  am 
wrong — that  in  the  whole  history  of  tbe 
country — 1  may  say  in  the  history  of  civi- 
lized society— nothing  has  ever  been  exhi- 
bited that  is,  in  any  respect,  parallel  to  this 
case.  Murders  have  been  committed  before 
now;  crimes  of  all  descriptions  have  unhap- 
pily been  too  common  ;  but  we  had  flattered 
ourselves  that  our  country  was  in  a  great 
measure  free  from  the  stigma  of  any  great 
or  heinous  atrocity  committed  within  its 
bounds.  That  there  should  have  been  found, 
therefore,  not  one,  but  many  leagued  and 
combined  together,  in  order  to  sacrifice  their 
unoffending  fellow-creatures,  for  tbe  wretch- 
ed purpose  of  disposing  of  their  bodies,  is, 
to  the  last  degree,  humiliating.  The  very 
announcement  of  such  a  system  is  sufficient 
to  raise  ideas  of  horror,  which  it  would  be 
in  vain  to  search  for  words  adequately  to 
express.  When  I  take  a  view  of  the  other 
features  of  this  case,  it  exhibits  a  picture  of 
iniquity  which  the  gieatest  stretch  of  ima- 
gination can  hardly  take  in  ;  yet  it  was  so 
clearly  brought  out  in  proof,  that  1  am  sure 
it  must  carry  convictiou  to  every  oue  who 
heard  the  evidence.  It  is  proved  that  the 
prisoner,  in  going  up  the  street  after  some  of 
his  usual  avocations  in  the  morning,  fell  in 
with  the  poor  unprotected  old  woman,  with 
whom  it  is  quite  clear  that  he  was  perfectly 
unacquainted  before.  Mow  began  his  ar- 
rangements for  ensnaring  his  victim.  With 
the  immediate  feeling  upon  him  of  the  ob- 
ject which  he  had  in  view,  he  claims  kin- 
dred with  her  by  a  fictitious  name  ;  and  by 
pretences  of  kiudness,  endeavours  to  gain 
on  her  affections.  He  entices  her  into  his 
own  house,  and  there  continued  his  friend- 
ship to  her,  insomuch  that  she  expressed 
gratitude  to  Mrs.  Connaway  for  the  kind- 


ness with  which  he  had  treated  her.  He 
tbus  contrives  so  far  to  achieve  his  object, 
that  she  seems  to  have  opeped  her  affection 
and  confidence  to  him — she  looked  to  him 
for  protection — she  felt  he  bad  dealt  kindly 
with  her — she  refused  to  enter  the  house 
until  he  entered  with  her.  She  did  enter 
with  him.  A  struggle,  or  pretended  strug- 
gle, ensued  ;  and  when  I  recollect  that  the 
moment  she  fell,  that  struggle  ended,  lean- 
not  rationally  entertain  a  doubt  that  it  was 
feigned,  ana  got  up  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
trapping her,  and  throwing  her  off  her  guard. 
What  did  the  individual  to  whom  sh*  looked 
for  protection  now  do?  She  is  thrown 
down,  and  he,  with  the  ferocity  of  a  demon, 
instantly  throws  himself  upon  her,  and  ex- 
tinguishes life  in  a  few  moments.  1  do  not 
state  this  with  any  view  whatever  of  excit- 
ing the  feelings,  or  aggravating  indignation 
against  the  unhappy  prisoner;  but  really 
when  such  a  system  of  crime,  in  which  there 
are  many  actQrs,  is  developed  in  the  midst 
of  this  great  metropolis,  I  cannot  resist 
stating  the  impression  which  it  has  made 
upon  my  mind,  as  one  of  the  most  mon- 
strous exhibitions  of  atrocity  ever  disclosed 
in  the  annals  of  jurisprudence  in  this  or 
soy  other  country.  Silting  as  I  do  in 
this  place,  there  is  little  occasion  to  ad* 
vert  to  certain  matters  that  were  pointed 
at,  and  eloquently  pointed  at,  in  the  course 
of  the  defence.  I  will  only  observe,  that 
with  matters  of  science  we  have  nothing  to 
do.  We  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  adminis- 
ter the  law  as  handed  down  to  us,  and  God 
forbid  that  the  claims  of  science,  or  of  phi- 
losophy, or  of  speculation  of  any  kind,  shall 
prevent  us  from  feeling  the  horror  which, 
such  offences  are  naturally  calculated  to  ex- 
cite. With  respect  to  the  issue  to  the 
panel,  your  Lordships  are  aware  that  that 
issue  most  be  death.  The  highest  law  has 
said,  "  Thou  shalt  not  kill — thou  shaltdo  no 
murder;"  and  the  law  of  this  country  says, 
that  he  who  commits  murder  shall  suffer 
death.  The  prisoner  must  have  considered 
that  he  was  committing  the  high  crime  of 
murder.  In  bis  breast,  as  in  the  breast  of 
every  one,  must  he  implanted  that  feeling, 
that  murder  was  tbe  mostheinous  of  crimes. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Court  to  pronounce  sentence  on  the  pri- 
soner ;  and  I  now  suggest  that  he  be  de- 
tained in  the  Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  and 
that  he  suffer  death  on  the  scaffold,  on  the 
28th  day  of  January  neat,  and  his  body  be 
given  for  dissection. 

Lord  Mackenzie  expressed  his  con- 
currence. 

THE  SENTENCE. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk  then  address- 
ed the  prisoner  nearly  as  follows Wil- 
liam Burke,  you  now  stand  convicted,  by 
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the  verdict  of  an  intelligent  and  respectable 
jury,  of  the  atrocious  murder  charged  against  I 
you  in  the  indictment,  upon  evidence  which 
could  not  leave  a  doubt  of  your  guilt  on  the 
mind  of  any  one  who  heard  it.    1  so  fully 
concur  in  the  view  which  lias  been  so  elo- 
quently given  by  my  learned  hrother  of  the 
nature  of  the  offence,  that  I  will  not  occupy 
the  time  of  the  Court  with  commenting  on 
it.    A  erime  more  atrocious,  a  more  cold- 
blooded, deliberate,  and  systematic  prepa- 
ration for  murder,  and  the  motive  so  paltry, 
is  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  the  country. 
Jt  is  now  ray  duty  to  inform  you,  that  if  ever 
it  was  clear  beyoud  all  possibility  of  doubt, 
that  sentence  would,  in  any  case,  be  carried 
into  full  execution,  this  is  one  of  those  cases. 
You  may  rest  assured  that  you  have  no 
other  chance  ,  and  1  would  uow  solemnly 
warn  you  to  prepare  your  mind,  in  the  most 
suitable  manner,  to  appear,  in  a  very  short 
time,  before  the  throne  of  Almighty  God, 
to  answer  for  this  crime,  and  tor  every 
other  with  which  you  stand  chargeable  in 
your  own  conscience.     The  necessity  of 
repressing  crimes  of  this  nature  precludes 
the  possibility  of  mitigating  your  sentence. 
The  only  doubt  1  have  in  my  mind  is, 
whether,  to  satisfy  the  violated  laws  of 
your  country,  and  the  voice  of  public  indig- 
nation, your  body  ought  not  to  be  exhibited 
in  chains,  to  bleach  in  the  winds,  in  order 
to  deter  others  from  the  commission  of  simi- 
lar offences.    But  taking  into  consideration 
that  the  public  eye  would  be  offended  by 
so  dismal  a  spectacle,  1  am  willing  to  ac- 
cede to  a  more  lenient  execution  of  your 
sentence,  and  that  your  body  should  be  pub- 
licly dissected.    1  trust  that  if  it  is  ever 
customary  to  preserve  skeletons,  your  skele- 
ton will  be  preserved,  in  order  that  poste- 
rity may  keep  in  remembrance  your  atro 
cious  crimes.    1  earnestly  advi«**  you  to 
lose  no  time  in  humbling  yourself  in  the 
sight  of  God,  and  that  you  will  seek  the 
aid  of  the  ministers  of  religion  to  whatever 
profession  you  may  belong.    The  present 
charges    having   been    fully  established 
against  you,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you, 
that  yon  have  but  a  few  days  to  live." 

His  Lordship  then  pronounced,  with  due 
solemnity,  the  sentence  of  the  law,  to  be 
carried  into  execution,  at  the  usual  time 
and  place,  on  the  28th  of  January  next. 

The  scene  was  altogether  awful  and  im- 
pressive. The  prisoner  stood  up  with  un- 
shuken  firmness.  Not  a  muscle  of  his  fea- 
tures was  discomposed  during  the  solemn 
address  of  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  consign- 
ing him  to  his  doom. 

After  the  trial,  Burke  and  M'Dougal  were 
removed  to  the  lock-up-house,  whither  Hare 
and  his  wife  had  been  conveyed  after  giving 
their  evidence.  They  were  detained  there 
till  four  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  when 


Burke,  Hare,  and  his  wife  were  taken  to 
the  gaol :  M'Dougal  was  liberated  last 
night,  having  been  only  detained  in  the 
lock-up-bouse  for  her  personal  protection. 
We  understand  that  Hare  has  made  some 
disclosures,  in  which  he  confesses  having 
been  concerned  in  uo  less  than  twelve  diffe- 
rent acts  of  murder,  in  some  of  which  he 
was  the  principal,  and  in  others  an  acces- 
sory, and  that  he  knew  of  another,  in  which, 
however,  he  was  not  a  party.  Burke,  pre- 
vious to  his  trial,  stated,  in  conversation  to 
those  near  him,  that  he  had  made  up  his 
mind  for  the  worst,  being  certain  that  he 
would  be  convicted,  which  may,  in  some 
measure,  account  for  the  apathy  and  appa- 
rent indifference  which  he  maintained  dur- 
ing the  trial,  and:  particularly  when  the 
nwful  fcentence  of  the  law  was  pronounced 
upon  him.  Since  his  conviction  he  is  appa- 
rently penitent,  and  seems  resigned  to  his 
fate.  In  his  religious  opinions,  we  under- 
stand he  is  a  Roman  Catholic. 


SUCCESSFUL  CASE  OF  TRANSFUSION. 

Dn.  Blundei.l  on  the  7th  instant  per- 
formed the  operation  of  tranfusion  on  a  lady 
at  Walworth,  assisted  by  Mr.  Poynter  (of 
Somerstown.)  Mr.  Davies,  and  Mr.  Lam- 
bert. The  circumstances  of  the  case  were 
briefly  as  follow  : — The  patient,  a  delicate 
woman,  s?;>  years  of  age,  the  mother  of  two 
children,  was  takeu  in  labour  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  7  th  ;  Mr.  Poynter  had  been  en- 
gaged to  attend  her,  but  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary, before  the  arrival  of  this  gentleman, 
to  call  in  Mr.  Davirs.  There  was  nothing 
remarkable  in  the  labour;  the  child  present- 
ed naturally,  the  placenta  came  away  entire 
in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes,  and  the  pa- 
tient remained  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half, 
to  use  her  own  expression,  "  quite  com- 
fortable." An  alarmiug  state  of  collapse 
somewhat  suddenly  ensued,  a.)d  it  wan 
found  that  cousiderable  haemorrhage  had 
taken  place  from  the,  uterus:  pressure  was 
made  on  the.  abdomen  ;  ice  was  introduced 
into  the  vagina,  and  various  means  em- 
ployed. No  further  discharge  of  blood  took 
place,  but  the  patient  was  in  an  extreme 
state  of  prostration,  blanched,  and  perfectly 
bloodless  in  appearance ;  the  pulje  ni  t 
higher  than  120,  but  sometimes  almost  im- 
perceptible. Stimulants  (brandy  and  port 
wine)  were  freely  given,  but  with  no  marked 
benefit.  In  this  state  of  affairs,  Dr.  Bluudell 
arrived,  and  determined  on  transfusion,  ob- 
serving, that  although  there  were  some 
symptoms  absent,  which  were  necessary  to 
make  the  case  one  of  an  extreme  kind, 
namely,  a  greater  rapidity  of  pulse,  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


t 


SECALE  CORXUTUM,— GLASGOW  INFIRMARY. 


4S* 

restlessness;  and  although  there  was  a 
possibility  of  the  patient  recovering,  as  the 
haemorrhage  was  restrained,  yet  looking  to 
the  exhausted  state  of  the  patient,  and  the 
slight  temporary  benefit  that  had  accrued 
from  the  use  of  stimulauts,  he  thought  the 
balance  was  against  her,  and  that  it  was  de- 
sirable to  give  the  pabulum  vita?, — blood. 
.About  eight  ounces,  procured  from  the  arm 
of  Mr.  Da  vies,  were  injected  at  different 
times — the  whole  operation  occupying  up- 
wards of  three  hours.  It  was  not  until  the 
whole  quantity  had  been  thrown  in,  that 
there  was  any  decided  amendment  in  the 
condition  of  the  patient;  she  then  rallied, 
and  became  in  every  respect  better.  Her 
convalescence  has  been  gradual,  and  at  this 
time,  eleven  days  after  delivery,  she  is  do- 
ing well.  The  lochial  discharge  has  re- 
turned within  the  last  three  days,  and  she 
says  that  she  feels  stronger  ond  better  than 
in  the  same  lapse  of  time,  after  her  two  pre- 
vious labours.  There  baa  been  some  tume- 
faction, and  likewise  pain  of  the  arm,  in 
which  the  transfusion  was  made  ;  but  these 
have  subsided.  It  is  wo; thy  of  notice,  that 
the  patient  expresses  herself  very  strongly 
on  the  benefits  resulting  from  the  injection 
of  the  blood  ;  her  observations  are  equiva- 
lent to  this — that  she  felt  as  if  lif  e  were  in. 
fused  into  her  body. 


SECALE  CORNCTUM. 

To  the  Editor  o/The  Lancet. 

Sir, — The  following  case,  the  treatment 
of  which,  though  some  may  be  induced  to 
censure,  I  consider  may  be  useful  to  the  pro- 
fession at  large,  I  submit  to  your  disposal. 

A  lady,  in  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy, 
after  some  premonitory  symptoms,  which 
had  then  vanished,  was  suddenly  seized 
with  labour,  and  as  her  medical  attendant 
resided  at  some  distance,  a  neighbouring 
practitioner  was  colled  in.  The  foetus  was 
quickly  born  ;  but,  unluckily,  in  attempting 
the  extraction  of  the  placenta,  which  ad- 
hered very  firmly,  the  umbilical  cord  was 
broken  near, if  not  at  its  placental  extremity. 
After  ^somo  time  the  pains  left,  and  the 
Doctor  also;  one,  two,  three,  and  even  five 
days  passed,  yet  still  the  placenta  was  re- 
tained, and  was  evidently  a  source  of  con- 
siderable irritation,  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  something  should  he  done  ; 
and  having  heard  of  the  extraordinary 
effects  of  lite  secule  cornutum  on  the  uterus, 
it  was  determined  to  give  it  a  tiiul.  Ac- 
cordingly, (our  scruples  were  boiled,  in  lour 
ounces  of  water,  down  to  two,  and  half  an 
ounce  given  every  half  hour,  until  some 
effect  was  produced.  Two  doses  occasioned 


a  very  slight  pain  only  ;  but,  after  the  third, 
the  uterus  acted  most  powerfully,  expelling 
a  quantity  of  coagula,  together  with  the 
after- birth.  The  patient  remained  iu  a  very 
weak  state,  but  soon  recovered,  and,  in 
most  expressive  language,  extolled  this  in- 
valuable medicine. 

The  pains,  she  observed,  were  of  a 
severer  kind,  and  gave  considerably  more 
torture  than  any  experienced  during  previ- 
ous confinements.  This,  probably,  might 
be  owing  to  the  revival  of  the  action  of  the 
uterus  so  soon  after  delivery,  which  always 
produces  some  soreness  of  that  organ,  and 
also  to  the  presence  of  a  substance,  which 
though  formerly  natural,  had  become  foreign 
to  the  cavity. 

Jt  has  been  said  that  the  ergot  become* 
inert  by  keeping  ;  that  used  in  this  in- 
stance was  above  twelve  months  old,  and  it 
certainly  possessed  all  its  virtues.  That  it 
varies  in  quality,  seems  much  more  plau- 
sible. 

Dec.  6,  1828.  AI. 


GLASOOW  INFIRMARY.  • 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — You  most  undoubtedly  know,  that 
the  intent  of  the  presence  of  medical  stu- 
dents at  surgical  operations,  performed  in 
public  hospitals  is,  that  they  may  see  the 
various  eteps  of  various  operations ;  but 
really,  when  I  reflect  upon  my  attendance  in 
the  theatre  of  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary, 
in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  I  saw  the  patient 
only  brought  in  and  taken  out :  during  the 
performance  of  the  operation  I  looked,  but, 
in  faith,  I  could  see  nothing.  This  entirely 
arises  from  the  presence  of  a  multitude  of 
unnecessary  spectators  immediately  sur- 
rounding the  patient.  1  could  particularize 
one  man,  a  branch  of  the  medical  department 
of  said  hospital,  who  generally  makes  it  a 
point  to  stand  directly  between  the  students 
and  patient,  (believing,  no  doubt,  that  he  is 
as  transparent  as  the  goggles  he  looks 
through,)  to  the  no  small  annoyance  of  such 
as  may  attend  for  practical  information. 
Now,  I  consider  that,  for  the  benefit  of 
all  concerned,  such  a  practice  ought,  tnobt 
decidedly,  to  he  annihilated,  and  that  no 
person  should  be  allowed  to  stand  hard  by 
the  patient,  excepting  those  who  arv  actu- 
ally indispensable  to  the  performance  of  the 
operation.  Nothing  hut  the  consideration 
that  the  above-mentioned  practice  is  a 
"  morbus  ingraveicait,''  induces  me  to  re- 
quest that  it  may  be  made  public  through 
the  medium  of  your  Journal. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alex.  Napier. 

Glasgow,  19th  Dec,  1828. 
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THE  LANCET. 

London,  Saturday,  January  3,  1829. 

We  approach  with  horror  the  subject 
which  has  lately  occupied  the  High  Court 
of  Justiciary  at  Edinburgh.  It  was  most 
truly  said,  by  Lord  Meadow  bank,  that  in 
the  history  of  civilised  society  there  was 
nothing  parallel  in  atrocity  to  the  crime  of 
which  one  of  the  wretches,  who  has  traf- 
ficked in  the  bodies  of  his  murdered  victims, 
has  just  been  found  guilty.  The  crime,  or 
rather  series  of  crimes,  which  the  late  trial 
has  brought  to  light,  indicates,  no  doubt, 
the  existence  of  a  state  of  deep-rooted  moral 
disease  among  the  lower  orders  of  the  popu- 
lation in  Edinburgh  ;  but  we  shall  not  oc- 


ea>'er  to  receive  the  price  of  his  victim's 
corpse  from  the  hands  of  the  anatomist. 
Our  first  proposition,  therefore,  is,  that  it 
is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment to  see  that  all  the  dissecting 

ROOMS  IN  THE  KINGDOM  BE  FORTHWITH 
CLOSED. 

The  immediate  closure  of  all  dissecting- 
rooms  is  the  only  measure  which  will  effec- 
tually prevent  the  repetition  of  the  crime, 
by  removiug  all  temptation  to  the  perpetra- 
tion of  it.  The  injury  to  medical  science, 
the  inconvenience  to  medical  teachers,  the 
interruption  of  anatomical  studies,  are  all 
utterly  insignificant  considerations,  com- 
pared with  the  overwhelming  necessity  of 
protecting  the  public  against  assassins,  who 
traffic  in  the  dead  bodies  of  their  victims. 
It  is  evident  that  some  measure  must  be 
cupy  the  time  of  our  readers  by  speculat-  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  without  delay, 
ing  on  the  dreadful  traffic,  which  has  been  i  for  the  supply  of  our  anatomical  schools  with 
carried  on  in  the  Scottish  capital,  aa  a  subjects;  but,  until  such  a  measure  shall  be 
symptom  of  moral  disease.  What  we  shall 1  adopted,  it  is  of  paramount  importance  that 
mainly  insist  upon  is  the  necessity  of  put-  '  the  traffic  between  the  murderer  and  the  ana- 
ting  an  end,  at  once,  to  this  horrid  trade  tomist  shall,  at  all  events,  be  put  an  end  to. 
between  the  murderer  and  the  anatomist.  Let  it  not  be  hastily  supposed  that  we  are 
The  perpetration  of  such  crimes  is  a  stain '  raising  an  alarm  not  justified  by  the  circum- 
upon  human  nature,  but  the  repetition  of  stances  under  which  bodies  aie  furnished 
them  may  be  effectually  prevented.  It  is  J  to  the  anatomical  schools  in  this  country, 
fearful  and  humiliating  to  reflect  on  the  or  that  we  are  suggesting  a  remedy  against 
enormities  of  which  wretches  wearing  the  |  a  contingency  which  is  not  likely  to  happen, 
human  form  are  capable  ;  but  the  murder  of  j  Xo  man,  who  reads  attentively  the  evidenco 
men  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  the  price  of  given  before  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
their  dead  bodies,  is  a  crime  which  the 
Government  may  at  once  prevent.  The 
remedy  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
and  that  remedy  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of 
the  Government  to  apply.  The  crime  may 
not  be  confined  to  Scotland.  Murderers, 
like  Burke,  may  be,  and  probably  are,  at 
our  own  doorj.  While  the  temptation  to 
commit  the  crime  is  suffered  to  remain,  no 
man  can  nay,  with  certainty,  that  itmny  not 
be  his  own  fate,  or  the  fate  of  his  children, 
or  kindred,  to  be  marked  out  as  victims  for 
the  dissecting  table,  and  to  perish  beueath 
the  poignard.or  the  gripe  of  an  assassin, 
No. 


on  anatomy,  can  sny,  that  murders  similar 
to  those  brought  to  light  at  Edinburgh  are 
not  likely  to  be  committed  in  this  country. 
No  man,  who  weighs  that  evidence  atten- 
tively, can  feel  assured  that  such  murders 
have  not  alieadv  been  committed  in  this 
metropolis.  It  was  proved  before  that  Com- 
mittee, both  by  the  testimony  of  surgeons, 
and  by  that  of  individuals  who  had  them- 
selves supplied  the  schools  of  anatomy  with 
subjects  for  dissection,  that  the  resurrection- 
men  belonged  to  the  lowest  dre^s  of  society, 
that  they  were,  for  the  most  part,  thieves, 
house-breakers,  men  of  the  most  ubuudoued 

2  F 


Digitized  by  Google 


atrocious  crime*.  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  upon 
being  questioned  as  to  the  character  of  the 
resurrection  men,  stated,  that  be considered 
them  «*  the  lowest  dregs  of  degradation.  1 
do  not  know,"  says  the  worthy  Baronet, 
*«  that  I  can  describe  them  better ;  there  is 
bo  crime  they  would  not  commit ;  and,  as  to 
myself,  if  they  would  imagine  that  1  should 
make  a  good  subject,  they  really  would  not 
have  the  smallest  scruple,  if  they  could  do 
the  thing  undiscovered,  to  make  a  aubject 
of  me !"  {MimO*  of  Evidence  taken  btfon  the 
Committee  of  Anatomy  p.  18.)— The  flip- 
pancy and  bad  taste  of  this  answer  may 
have  deprived  it  of  the  weight  which  is 
really  due  to  it;  but  the  recent  dreadful 
disclosures  have  demonstrated  that  the 
worthy  Baronet's  opinion  of  the  resurrec- 
tion-men is  too  well-founded.  In  another 
part  of  his  evidence,  Sir  Astley  Cooper 
states  that  there  is  no  person,  however 
exalted  his  rank,  whose  body,  if  he  (Sir 
Astley)  were  disposed  to  dissect  it,  he 
could  not  obtain.   The  worthy  Baronet  is 


THE  EDINBURGH  MURDERS. 

(The  Lancet,  No.  262,  p.  727,)  that  this 
extraordinary  declaration  was  well  calcu- 
lated to  produce  an  effect  on  the  fears  of 
persons  to  whose  understanding  reason 
could  find  no  access  ;  and  that  the  worthy 
Baronet  had,  with  his  wonted  felicity  of 
diction,  made  his  threat  of  dissection  apply 
rather  to  the  lavwo  than  w  the  dead; 
little  anticipating, — as  indeed  the  worthy 
Baronet  could  hare  little  anticipated.^tbe 
possibility  of  such  a  declaration  admitting 
of  a  literal  interpretation.    It  is  our  firm 
conviction,  that,  unless  the  executive  go- 
vernment take  immediate  steps  fer  putting 
a  stop  to  all  dissection,  until  the  legisla- 
ture shall  have  placed  the  supply  of  the 
of  anatomy  under  due  regulations, 
a  in  the  country  is  completely 
secure  from  the  knives  of  the  assassin  and 
the  anatomist   The   present  price  of  a 
corpse  offers  a  stronger  temptation  to  des- 
perate and  reckless  villains  than  that  fov 
which  they  are  in  the  constant  habit  of 
risking  their  lives ;  and  the  ready  mart  foe 
their  victims  renders  the  chance  of  impu- 


probably  ignorant  of  the  slate  of  the  law  on  oity  after  the  commission  of  murder  with 


this  subject;  but  the  appalling  transactions 
at  Edinburgh  prove  that  he  was  too  well 
founded  in  his  fact,  and  that  he  made  no 
miscalculation  as  to  the  desperate  resolu- 
tion of  the  class  of  men  engaged  iu  supply- 
ing the  anatomical  schools  with  subjects  for 
dissection.  The  following  is  the  part  of  Sir 
Astley  Cooper's  evidence  to  which  we 
allude  :— 

*«  Does  the  state  of  the  law  actually  pre- 
vent the  teachers  of  anatomy  from  obtaining 
the  body  of  any  person  which,  in  conse- 
quence of  some  peculiarity  of  structure, 
they  may  be  particularly  desirous  of  pro- 
curing 1— The  Jaw  does  not  preveut  our 
obtaining  the  body  of  au  individual,  if  we 
think  proper;  for  thkre  is  no  person, 

LET   HIS   SITUATION    IN    LIVE    BE  WHAT  IT 
MAY,  WHOM,  IF  1  WERE  DISPOSED  TO  D1S 
SECT,    I  COULD    NOT    OBTAIN." — MinilUS  Oj 

Evidence  before  the  Committee  on  Anatomy, 
p.  18. 

We  observed,  in  commenting  on  this 


a  view  to  the  sale  of  the  corpse,  greater 
tlian  after  the  commission  of  any  other 
crime.  The  burglar  is  never  sure  of  ob- 
taining as  much  as  the  value  of  ten  or 
twelve  pounds  in  the  house  into  which 
he  breaks;  he  encounters  the  risk  of 
losing  his  life  in  the  commission,  or  on 
conviction  of  the  offence ;  snd  he  com- 
monly goes  prepared  to  destroy  life  in  case 
of  resistance.  Is  it  likely  that  such  a  man 
would  be  much  moved  by  the  consideration 
of  the  greater  or  less  enormity  of  a  crime,  or 
that  he  would  hesitate  to  commit  a  murder 
at  once,  if  he  could  not  only  secure  a  profit 
upon  his  ciime,  but  be  neaily  certain  of 
escaping  with  impunity  1  It  is  from  the 
calculation  of  the  chances  of  escape  in  the 
event  of  conviction  that  robbery  is  now  sel- 
dom coinbiued  with  acts  of  violence  to  the 
person ;  but  if  thieves  and  burglars  perceive 


pan  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  testimony,  tuat  there  is  a  mode  of  committing  murders 
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with  t  mire  profit  and 
tion,  what  security  does  the 
ness  of  these  abandoned  character!  afford  to 
the  public  against  the  frequency  of  auch  mur- 
ders 1  And  who  shall  say  that  such  rauiders 
have  not  been  already  committed  1  In  the 
present  state  of  the  law,  surgeona  have  no 
of  ascertaining, — they  caoaot  even 
without  risk,  into  the  mode  whereby 
the  persons  whose  bodies  are  brought  to  the 
dissecting-rooms  have  come  by  their  death. 
It  is  the  state  of  the  law,  and  not  the  medi- 


one  way  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  a  repe- 
tition of  such  atrocities  as  those  which  have 
been  detected  at  Edinburgh,  and  that  is,  by 
causing  every  dissecting-room  in  the  king- 
dom to  be  closed.  Such  a  measure  eannot 
tail,  under  the  circumstances,  to  be  cheerfully 
acquiesced  in  by  teachers  and  students 
themselves  ;  and  there  will  be  the  less  diffi- 
culty in  carrying  it  into  effect,  since,  as  the 
law  stands  at  present,  all  dissection,  except 
that  of  criminals  executed  for  murder,  and 
exeeptsuch  partial  dissections  or  poit-nwrtem 


cal  profession,  that  is  to  be  blamed  for  all  the  I  examinations  as  may  be  assented  to  by  the 
evils  which  have  been  produced  by  the  ex-  I  friends  of  deceeased  persons,  is,  in  effect, 
isting  system.  The  traffic  between  the  illegal.  According  to  the  decision  of  Baron 
teacher  of  anatomy  and  the  vendor  of  dead  I  Hui.i.ock,  a  surgeon,  or  other  person,  having 
bodies  is  an  illegal  and,  therefore,  a  secret  a  body  in  his  possession  for  the  purpose  of 
traffic,  excluding  from  its  nature  the  means  j  dissection,  except  under  the  circumstances 
of  investigating  the  circumstances  under  ;  above  excepted,  is  liable  to  be  tried  and 


which  the  subjects  sold  for  dissection  have 
been  obtained.  We  have  ourselves,  within  a 
recent  period,  seen  bodies  brought  iuto  dis- 
secting-rooms in  this  metropolis,  exhibiting 
none  of  the  appearances  usually  fouud  in 
the  bodies  of  persons  who  had  died  from 
disease,  but  with  all  the  indications  present- 
ed by  the  bodies  of  men  who  had  died  within 
a  few  hours,  and  in  a  state  of  pkhfect 
health.  One  head  in  particular — subjects 
are  now  frequently  sold  piecemeal — attract- 
ed our  attention,  and  that  of  other  gentlemen 
present.  It  was  the  head  of  a  perfectly/resA 
subject ;  not  the  slightest  indication  of  dis- 
ease could  be  traced  j  it  was,  apparently, 
the  head  of  a  man  who  had  lived  in  health  and 
vigour  within  a  few  hours.  We  could  not 
learn  whence  it  waa  b/ought,  nor  how  the 
man  (from  whose  trunk  it  had  been  severed  ) 
had  come  by  his  death.  He  might  possibly 
have  expired  suddenly  from  natural  causes  ; 
he  might  have  destroyed  his  own  lii'e  ;  but 
the  late  horrible  disclosures  prove  that  he 
might  also  have  been  slaughtered  for  the  price 
of  his  corpse.  Again  we  say  that,  until  the 
legislature  shall  provide  tho  means  of  sup- 
plying our  anatomical  schools  with  subjects 
from  an  unexceptionable  source,  there  is  but 


punished  for  a  misdemeanour.  The  execu- 
tive government,  therefore,  in  order  to  sup* 
press  a  nefarious  traffic  during  the  interval 
between  the  detection  of  the  crimes  to  which 
it  has  led,  and  the  period  at  which  the  le- 
gislature can  interpose,  has  only  to  take 
measures  for  effectually  preventing  a  pracr 
tice  which,  though  hitherto  connived  at 
from  the  supposed  necessity  of  the  case, 
has  been  declared  to  be  illegal. 

The  readers  of  this  Journal  must  be  too 
sensible  of  the  zenl  which  we  have  ever 
shown  for  the  advancement  of  anatomical 
science  to  suppose,  that  the  foregoing  ob- 
servations have  been  dictated  by  a  diminish- 
ed sense,  on  our  part,  of  the  necessity  of 
affording  due  facilities  to  the  study  of  ana- 
tomy. We  were  among  the  first  to  point 
out  the  impolicy  of  the  existing  laws  re- 
garding dissection,  aud  to  suggest  the  means 
of  affording  an  ample  supply  of  subjects  to 
our  schools  of  anatomy  from  an  unexcep- 


uonuble  source.  Week  after  week,  while 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  sitting,  we  discussed  this  subject 
in  all  its  bearings,  and  we  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  most  of  our  arguments  and 
suggestion:*  repeated  by  the  witnesses,  and 
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of  the 


Committee,  as  published  in  the  Parliamen- 
tary Report.   The  first  measure  which  we 


to  auy  effectual  legislative  provision  for  the 
supply  of  our  anatomical  schools,  was  the 
repeal  of  the  enactment  (25  Geo.  II.)  which 
subjects  the  bodies  of  persons  executed  for 
the  crime  of  murder  to  dissection — an 
enactment  which,  by  associating  the  idea  of 
dissection  with  that  of  punishment  for  crime, 
has  created,  in  this  country,  an  arti6cial 
prejudice  against  dissection,  perfectly  dis- 
tinct from  that  natural  aversion  with  which 
we  all  regard  it,  as  applied  to  the  bodies 
of  those  whom,  when  living,  we  have  es- 
teemed and  loved.  In  this  recommendation, 
nearly  all  the  witnesses  examined  before  the 


ax  11  amen 


tary  Committee  concurred ,  an 


d  it 


has  been  adopted  by  the  Committee  in  their 
Report.  We  recommended  the  application 
of  the  bodies  of  unclaimed  persons  to  the 
purposes  of  dissection,  as  an  unexception- 
able source  for  the  supply  of  our  anatomical 
schools,  since  it  would  meet  the  demand  of 
science  without  violating  the  feelings  of 
surviving  relatives  and  friends,  against 
which  feelings  it  would  be  as  unavailing  as 
it  would  be  impolitic  to  attempt  to  legislate, 
and  since  it  would  effectually  put  an  end  to 
the  disgusting  offence  of  body-snatching. 
We  also  suggested,  that  all  the  bodies  of 
unclaimed  persons  should,  after  they  had 
undergone  dissection,  be  interred  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  parties,  for  whose  benefit  they 
had  been  dissected ;  and  that  the  offence  of 
body-stealing  should  be  made  a  felony, 
punishable  with  not  less  than  fourteen  years' 
transportation.  We  would  now  further  sug- 
gest the  expediency  of  appointing  an  officer, 
or  officers,  whose  functions  might  be  similar 
to  those  of  the  chef  det  travaux  anatomiqun 
at  Paris,  and  under  whose  authority  alone 
the  bodies  of  unclaimed  persons  might  be 
distributed  to  the  anatomical  schools.  Nei- 
ther should  a  body,  otherwise  obtained,  be 
dissected,  unless  a  Coroner's  Inquest  had 


been  previously  held  upon  it,  and  the  pro- 
bable cause  of  death  duly  certified.  And,  as 
a  further  precautionary  measure,  we  would 
recommend  that  the  pouession  of  a  body  for 
the  purpose  of  dissection,  not  obtained 
through  the  regular  officer,  should  be  made 
a  misdemeanour,  punishable  with  not  less 

than   FOURTEEN    YEARS  TRANSPORTATION. 

This  would  effectually  rid  society  of  resur- 
rectionists and  trading  assassins  ;  for  let  it 
be  recollected,  that  if  there  were  no  re- 
ceivers, there  would  be  no  thieves,  and,  in 
this  case,  no  murderers. 

The  view  taken  of  this  question  by  the 
Select  Committee  on  Anatomy,  of  which  the 
Home  Secretary  was  a  member,  is  so  sound 
and  enlightened,  that  we  look  forward  with 
confidence  to  the  result  of  a  parliamentary 
discussion.  In  the  meantime,  we  cannot 
help  regretting  that  some  writers,  who  ap- 
pear to  have  given  less  of  their  attention  to 
this  subject  than  to  most  of  the  topics  to 
which  they  apply  their  powerful  minds, 
should  have  given  currency  to  propositions 
wholly  at  variance  with  the  views  of  the 
Committee,  and  incompatible  with  the  mea- 
sures recommended  by  that  body  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Legislature.  Among  some 
recent  suggestions,  the  proposal  to  make 
dissection  a  punishment  for  the  offence  of 
suicide,  is  one  of  the  most  objectionable,  be* 
cause  it  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  pro- 
posal to  sanction  and  perpetuate  an  absur- 
dity, which,  in  the  opinion  of  nearly  all  the 
witnesses  examined  before  the  Committee, 
is  the  very  cause  of  the  evil  to  be  provided 
against,  namely,  the  absurdity  of  identify 
ing  dissection  with  punishment,  and  asso- 
ciating it  wilh  crime.  The  following  pas- 
sage appeared  this  week,  in  a  leading  arti- 
of  The  Times 

14  But  the  thing  which  is  of  most  conse- 
quence, is  to  devise-  some  legal  method  of 
supplying  the  medical  profession  with  sub- 
jects lor  examination  (as  The  Scotsman  news- 
pnder  properly  terms  it)  by  legal  means. 
We  have  before  recommended,  tbut  all  per- 
sons who  destroy  themselves  should,  by  the 
Coroner's  warrant,  be  consigned  to  the  sur- 
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gery,  before  they  be  conveyed  to  the  grave  : 
we  think  that  such  a  course  would  both 
tend  to  prevent  suicide,  and  would  afford  a 
email  supply.  It  is  absurd  to  talk  of  its  I 
heightening  the  prejudice  against  dissection, 
though  we  know  that  this  has  been  asserted. 
Those,  however,  who  thus  assert,  should  go  fur- 
ther, and  inform  us  then,  what  will  lessen  the 
prejudice,  and   provide  bodies    in  sufficient 


'  It  is  plain,  from  the  last  sentence  in  the 
paragraph,  that  the  writer  is  neither  aware 
of  the  discussions  which  the  subject  in 
question  has  undergone  in  this  and  other 
Journals,  nor  acquainted  with  the  contents 
of  the  report  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee. Why  it  is  absurd  to  argue  that  the 
proposal  for  consigning  the  bodies  of  sui- 
cides to  the  anatomist  would  heighten  the 
prejudice  ugainst  dissection,  the  writer 
leaves  unexplained  ;  to  us  it  seems  difficult 
to  assign  any  rational  ground  for  inferring 
that  such  an  enactment,  supposing  it  to  be 
operative,  would  not  have  such  an  effect. 
An  infiiction  on  the  dead  body,  which  is  in- 
tended as  a  mark  of  infamy,  and  a  punish- 
ment for  crime,  must  surely  tend  to  increase 
the  aversion  of  men  to  see  the  same  pro- 
cess performed  on  the  bodies  of  innocent 
persons  ;  and,  consequently,  must  tend  to 
increase  the  prejudice  against  dissection. 
But  though,  in  the  quaint  language  of  the 
law,  a  suicide  is  one  who  has  committed 
felony  against  himself,  juries  are  seldom  in- 
clined to  regard  the  act  of  self-destruction 


had  the  effect  of  limiting  the  number  of 
suicides.  A  few  years  ago,  it  was  the 
practice  to  bury  the  bodies  of  persons  who 
had  destroyed  themselves  in  a  cross-road,  and 
to  drive  a  large  stake  through  their  guilty 
integuments.  This  practice  was  abolished, 
though  not  without  many  serious  remon- 
strances, and  prophetic  warnings  on  the 
part  of  persons,  who  maintained  that  the 
national  taste  for  self-destruction  could  only 
be  restrained  by  the  terror  of  that  salutary 
enactment.  Has  the  number  of  suicides 
increased  in  this  country  since  the  burial  in 
the  cross-road,  and  the  large  stake,  have 
been  dispensed  ?  and  does  any  rational  man 
believe,  that  if  these  solemn  buffooneries 
were  re-enacted,  the  number  of  suicides 
would  be  diminished  1  The  main  objection, 
however,  to  the  proposition  of  The  Times  is, 
that  it  goes  to  sanction  the  principle  of  asso- 
ciating dissection  with  punishment  for  crime, 
a  principle  which  was  condemned  by  nearly 
all  the  witnesses  examined  before  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  as  absurd  and  impolitic, 
and  of  which  the  Committee  itself  has  re- 
corded its  opinion  by  recommending  to  the 
legislature  the  repeal  of  the  enactment  sub- 
jecting the  bodies  of  executed  murderers  to 
disection. 

The  same  vague  and  un philosophical  no- 
tions respecting  the  efficacy  or  expediency 
of  punishment  directed  against  the  dead 
bodies  of  criminals,  which  have  called  forth 


as  a  fit  subject  for  penal  animadversion;  and*  hese  observations,  pervade,  we  regret  to 
the  effect  of  such  an  enactment  as  that  pro- 
posed by  The  Time*,  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  to  diminish  the  number  of  verdicts 
of  feln  de-se.    IK-nce  the  supply  of  subjects 


say,  the  address  delivered  by  the  Loan 
Ji'sticu  Clerk,  in  pronouncing  sentence 
upon  the  panel  Bcrke. 

"  One  of  the  doubt*  1  have  on  rav  mind,'* 


from  such  a  source,  "  small"  as  our  content,  j  says  tlie  learued  Lord.  "  whether  to  satisfy 

porarv  admits,  and  inadequate,  upon  any  j the  violated  laws  of  y,ur  country  n.,d  the 

voice  ot  public  indignation  jour  bouv  might 
supposition,  to  the  demands  of  science, !  uot  to  bo  exhibited  in  chains,  to  blench  in  the 
cruld  not  be  expected  to  reach  even  to  the  !  winds,  in  order  to  deter  others  from  the 

,  f  ~  .    ,       '  commission  of  similar  offences.    But  taking 

present  ave.age  amount  of  coses  of/e/ooW;  i  ,nto  considf  ralion  UlUt  the  public  eye  would 

and  as  to  the  tendency  of  such  an  enactment  be  offended  by  such  a  dismtil  spectacle,  1  am 
to  prevent  suicide,  it  inav  reasonably  be  willing  to  accede  to  the  more  lenient  execu- 
,    ,  .  "      .  tion  of  you, — that  vou  should  he  publicly 

doubted,   whether  any  inflictions  on  the  :  Reeled.    1  trust  that  if  it  is  ever  custo- 

dead  bodies  of  self-murderers,  have  everjmary  to  preserve  skeletons,  your  skeleton 


r  \ 
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will  be  preserved,  in  order  that  posterity 
mar  keep  in  remembrance  your  atrocious 

crimes." 

As  il  may  be  the  duty  of  the  Loud  Jus- 
tice Ciiinu.  to  pass  sentence  of  death  in  ten 
or  twelve  similar  cases,  he  will  do  well  to 
reflect,  that  the  cause  of  the  crimes  com- 
mitted at  Edinburgh,  is  the  high  price 
given  by  surgeons  for  human  bodies  ;  that 
tbis  high  price  is  occasioned  by  the  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  subjects  for  dissection  ; 
and  that  this  difficulty  is  caused  by  the  state 
of  the  law,  which  has  absurdly  made  dis- 
section a  punishment  for  crime,  and  which 
lias,  consequently,  created  an  arti6cial  hor- 
ror for  dissection,  as  applied  to  any  innocent 
individual,  which  does  not  essentially  be- 
long Jo  it,  and  which  is  totally  distinct 
from  that  natural  opposition  which  all  men 
make  to  auy  violation  of  the  feelings  witli 
which  they  regard  the  bodies  of  those  whom 
they  have  loved  and  venerated  when  living. 
Let  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  reflect,  that, 
so  far  from  there  being  any  natural  con- 
nexion between  dissection  and  punishment, 
in  France,  the  bodies  of  men  executed  for 
crimes  are  not  suffered  to  contribute  to  the 
advancement  of  science ;  that  in  France, 
executed  criminals  are  the  only  class  of  men 
on  whom  the  operation  of  dissection  is  not 
allowed  to  be  performed. 


CASES  OF  INTERMITTENT  FEVER,  IN  WHICH 
BLEEDINO  WAS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  COLD 
STAGE. 

Bji  John  Mackintosh,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 
the  Practice  of  Physicy  $c,  in  Edinburgh. 

(Continued  from  page  111.) 

Case  21. — Francis  Trail,  «tat.  26,  pre- 
sented himself  at  the  Dispensary  early  in 
the  beginning  of  May,  1823,  in  a  pale  ;»ud 
very  weak  condition,  with  swollen  features, 
when  he  gave  the  following  account  of  him- 
self:— He  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  aud  went 
to  work  at  the  harvest  in  Lincolnshire  in 
J  827  ;  remained  there  about  a  fortnight ;  at 
that  time  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  good 
health,  and  continued  so  till  the  beginning 


of  last  January,  when  he  befall  to  feel  un- 
well at  times,  but  still  was  able  to  continue 
at  his  work  on  the  rail  road,  near  Dalkeith. 
About  the  end  of  February,  he  was  seized 
with  violent  shivering,  which  was  succeed* 
«-d  by  great  heat,  and  terminated  in  profuse 
perspiration  ;  the  paroxysms  have  continued 
ever  since  in  the  tertian  form,  and  he  has 
been  unfit  to  do  any  thing,  his  health  ond 
strength  becoming  very  much  impaired, 
lie  was  bled  early  in  the  disease,  in  the 
hot  stage,  without  any  remission  of  his  suf- 
ferings, and  without  preventing  the  acces- 
sion of  the  regular  paroxysms.  The  cold 
stage  generally  continued  from  half  an  hour 
to  three  quarters,  and  he  experienced  great 
suffering  from  pain  in  the  head  and  lumbar 
region,  with  sickness.  On  Sunday,  10th 
May,  he  was  bled  to  16  ounces  during  the 
cold  stage.  During  the  bleeding  the  rigours 
ceased,  but  afterwards  a  hot  stage  took 
place,  accompanied  with  pain  in  the  head 
and  loins. 

On  Tuesday  the  l'ith,  as  he  felt  light  and 
easy,  and  better  than  he  had  done  for  a  long 
time,  ho  walked  a  few  miles  out  of  town  to 
see  some  friends,  and  he  had  a  paroxysm, 
but  which  was  not  so  severe  as  on  former 
occasions.  On  Thursday  he  had  another 
paroxysm,  which  was  slight,  unattended  by 
rigors.  After  this  period  he  had  no  cold 
stage,  instead  of  which  he  felt  languor, 
headache,  aickness,  and  pain  in  the  lumbar 
region,  iu  a  slight  degree  ;  he  recovered  his 
health  and  strength  rapidly,  and  in  about  a 
fortnight  from  the  time  of  the  bleeding  he 
had  no  complaint.  He  stated  that  his  ap- 
petite was  now  good,  his  strength  daily  im- 
proving, and,  at  the  end  of  May,  he  re- 
turned to  his  work  cured. 

Cask  22.— Dr.*  Cambridge.  29th  Septem- 
ber, 1827,  had  repeated  attacks  of  intermit- 
tent fever  at  Ostend,  four  weeks  ago,  at 
which  place  it  was  prevalent  at  the  time. 
Since  his  arrival  in  Edinburgh,  three  weeks 
ago,  he  has  had  a  daily  paroxysm,  and  used 
the  sulphate  of  quiuine,  without  effect.  His 
appearance  is  far  from  being  emaciated,  but 
he  looks  pale  and  weakly. 

The  rigour  came  on  severely  at  nine  this 
morning,  accompanied  by  insupportable 
pain  of  bead,  shooting  from  temple  to  tem- 
ple, inability  to  lake  a  full  inspiration,  with 
sense  of  tightness  across  the  chest.  The 
rigours  continued  for  the  space  of  three 
hours,  and  tkfcn  ceased,  but  the  sense  of  ex- 
treme coldness,  aud  other  severe  symptoms, 
continued.  I  was  called  to  see  Dr.  Cam- 
bridge, and  made  my  first  visit  at  one  o'clock, 
when  his  sufferings  were  still  unmitigated. 
He  still  felt  cold  ;  his  pulse  was  weak  and 
oppressed,  \'30  in  the  minute  ;  respiration 
50 ;  face  pale,  and  features  contracted  ; 
tongue  loaded,  but  moist.   A  vein  was 
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opened ;  immediately  after,  the  blood  began 
to  flow  ;  he  expressed,  in  strong  terms,  his 
sense  of  the  sudden  relief  he  experienced  ; 
at  the  expiration  of  a  minute  lie  could  dilate 
his  longs  to  tlie  fullest  extent.  Eighteen 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken,  which  occupied 
three  minutes  of  time,  and  before  the  arm 
was  bound  up  all  his  uneasiness  hod  ceased  ; 
the  painful  sensation  of  cold  changed  to  that 
of  a  pleasant  glow  of  heat,  and  the  surface 
of  the  body  wns  covered  by  a  gentle  mois- 
ture. No  debility  followed,  and  he  was  able 
to  walk  t!i  rough  the  room  ;  a  brisk  laxative 
was  ordered. 

.'30th.  Had  no  heat  of  skin  yesterday 
after  the  bleeding  ;  his  feelings  were  com- 
fortable during  tho  remainder  of  the  day  ; 
he  passed  an  excellent  night,  and  felt  quite 
well  this  morning  up  to  the  moment  of 
attack.  The  paroxysm  came  on  at  eleven 
a.  m.,  and  although  he  shivered  smartly, 
yet  he  distinctly  declared  that  he  wns  quite 
free  from  the  head  symptoms,  and  all  the 
other  very  painful  feelings  which  had  dis- 
tressed him  on  former  occasions,  excepting 
the  tightness  and  oppression  at  tl.e  chest. 
.Respirations  36  in  the  minute.  Pulse  weak, 
and  not  to  be  counted.  Mouth  slightly  ul- 
cerated, and  complains  of  a  ba<l  taste. 
Tongue  loaded,  brown  in  the  centre,  and 
rather  dry.  Had  four  large  dark-coloured 
and  fetid  evacuations  since  last  night,  which 
produced  a  burning  sensation  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  rectum.  A  vein  was  opened, 
and  blood  was  drawn  to  the  extent  of  ten 
ounces,  which  occupied  four  minutes  of 
time ;  before  five  ounces  were  abstracted, 
he  described,  in  poetical  language,  his  re- 
lief, which  was  as  sudden  as  it  was  perfect. 
The  pulse  was  reduced  in  frequency,  and 
became  much  stronger,  and  he  said  he  was 
sensible  of  an  increase  of  strength;  indeed, 
he  was  able  to  walk  through  the  room  im- 
mediately without  support.  In  about  an 
hour  after  I  took  my  leave,  the  rigours  re- 
turned with  considerable  seveiity,  but  un- 
attended by  headach,  and  there  was  little 
oppression  in  The  chest.  He  had  some  fever, 
and  a  sweating  stage,  The  sulphate  of  qui  • 
nine  was  again  had  recourse  to,  and  he  had 
only  one  other  slight  paroxysm.  His  health 
improved  daily,  and  was  soon  perfectly  re- 
established. 

Cask  23. — Dr.  Cambridge  mentioned  to 
me,  that  after  reading  my  first  paper  on 
bleeding  in  the  cold  stage  of  intermittent*, 
which  he  met  with  on  the  Continent,  he  had 
an  opportunity  ol  saving  the  life  of  a  clergy- 
man, upon  whom  he  tried  the  practice,  with 
complete  success.  This  gentleman's  health 
was  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  ebb,  by 
repeated  attacks  of  intermittent  fever.  He 
had  tried  bark  in  all  its  forms,  and  quassia 
and  arsenic,  without  the  least  mitigation. 


Dr.  Cambridge  Med  him  in  tb«  eold  stage, 
and  he  had  no  return  of  the  disease,  and  his 
health  was  quickly  re-established.  This 
circumstance  I  have  Dr.  C.'s  permission  to 
mention,  as  well  as  the  particulars  of  his 
own  case. 

1  have  been  favoured  with  the  following 
case  of  coma,  occurring  in  the  cold  stage, 
treated  successfully  by  bleeding,  by  Dr. 
Henry  Lucas,  of  the  Royal  Artillery. 

Case  '24.— Gunner  William  Smith,  9th 
Battalion.  Admitted,  August  16,  1827.  Is 
perfectly  insensible  ;  eyes  fixed,  pupil  par- 
tially contractile  ;  respiration  slow  and  deep ; 
pulse  full  and  slow  ;  ekin  cool,  especially 
about  the  lower  extremities.  Is  completely 
insensible  to  external  stimuli.  Was  brought 
from  one  of  the  guard  rooms,  where  he  had 
been  complaining  of  feeling  ill.  He  had 
attacks  of  ague.  A  vein  was  opened  in  the 
arm,  and  he  recovered  seit9e  and  motion  on 
losing  fix  ounces  of  blood.  He  complained 
of  cold,  though  by  that  time  the  skin  was 
warmer.  Twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  ta* 
ken.  Warm  bottles  were  applied  to  the 
feet ;  cold  lotion  to  the  head  ;  and  a  tur- 
pentine enema.  In  the  evening  he  was 
found  sweating.  Bowels  not  free.  Cathar- 
tic mixture  ordeied. 

17.  Bowels  moved  once  by  the  mixture. 
Pulse  soft  and  full.  Skin  moist  and  warm. 
Tongue  rather  loaded. 

Repeat  cathartic  mixture. 

18.  Had  distinct  rigours  last  night,  suc- 
ceeded by  increased  heat  of  surface,  and 
sweating.  He  was  discharged  on  the  24th, 
cured. 

Cases  25.  and  26.— The  following  is  the 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Brown,  now  as- 
sistant surgeon  in  the  52d  Regiment,  dated 
Jersey,  8th  August  1827  :  "  Since  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  you  lecture,  1  have,  in 
three  instances,  tried  the  effect  of  bleeding 
in  the  cold  sta^e  of  intermittents,  and  twice 
with  complete  success.  The  patients  were 
invalids,  sent  from  Gibraltar  for  change  of 
climate.  One  had  had  an  ague  for  eighteen 
months  previous  to  his  coming  under  my 
crtre  ;  and  at  the  time  he  left  the  depot  for 
Chatham,  seven  weeks  from  his  being  in 
hospital,  he  hud  no  recurrence  of  fever.  In 
the  third  c;tse  I  was  not  so  successful ;  it 
iva?,  1  think,  from  the  bungling  manner  I 
opened  the  vein,  I  couldn't  get  the  blood  to 
flow  V 

C  Asr.s  27,  2!!.  29,  arid  no.— Cork,  Marlbo- 
rough Street,  Wedne  sday ,  Nov.  14,  1827.-— 

pon  the  uti- 


ilr,  The  penpal  of  your  paper  u 

•  I  have  already  showu  how  difficult  it 
is  to  open  a  vein  during  a  rigour,  from  the 
commotion  in  which  tho  body  is  thrown. 
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lity  of  blood-letting  io  the  cold  stage  of  in- 
termittent fevers,  induced  me  to  resort  to 
thtt  remedy, in  the  only  four  cases  of  the  dis- 
ease which  I  have  met  with  since.  The  dis- 
ease is  of  comparatively  rare  occurrence  in 
this  city,  and  never  assumes  a  very  aggravat- 
ed form.  Three  of  the  cases  1  allude  to  were 
stout  labouring  men  ;  the  fourth  was  a  deli- 
cate girl  about  twelve  years  of  age.  None  of 
them  presented  very  dangerous  symptoms. 
The  most  distressing  symptom  was  severe 
pain  in  the  head,  which  was  generally  most 
intense  during  the  cold  fit.  The  loss  of 
bloor,  so  far  from  causing  collapse,  or  adding 
in  any  degree  to  the  feeling  of  debility 
which  existed,  seemed  to  produce  quite  an 
opposite  elTect.  The  patients  expressed 
themselves  immediately  relieved,  a  gentle 
perspiration  ensued,  and  they  appeared  as 
if  revived  by  the  influence  of  a  generous 
cordial.  The  bleeding,  however,  ciid  not 
ePect  a  cure,  but  the  subsequent  attacks 
were  infinitely  more  mild,  and  yielded  in  a 
Bhort  time  to  the  exhibition  of  the  arseniate 
of  potass. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  this  practice  fully 
answered  the  expectations  which  you  an- 
nounce ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saving, 
as  far  as  1  can  judge  from  limited  experi- 
ence, that  we  are  indebted  to  your  sagacity 
for  a  bold  and  unusually  successful  innova- 
tion in  the  treatment  of  a  disease,  which  has 
constantly  baflled  our  best  directed  efforts. 
You  will  excuse  this  brief  communication, 
but  I  am  aware  that  no  reward  is  more 
grateful  to  a  physician,  than  the  assurance 
that  his  suggestions  have  received  and  me- 
rited the  approval  of  his  bretliren. 

1  am,  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)    D.  B.  Bvlles,  M.  D. 

To  Dr.  Mackintosh,  M.  D. 

Sir, — In  consequence  of  having  read, 
with  great  interest,  your  valuable  paper 
upou  the  subject  of  bleeding  in  the  cold 
atage  of  intermittent  fever,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  I  he  Edinburgh  Medical  and  .Surgi- 
cal Journal  fur  April  last,  1  resolved  to 
adopt  your  plan  of  treatment,  in  the  first 
cases  of  ague  which  should  occur  to  in  •. 
Ague  has  not  for  many  years  been  endemic 
in  this  neighbourhood,  so  that  the  opportu- 
nities 1  may  have  of  f  urther  trials  of  your 
treatment  will  probably  not  be  numerous. 
The  results  of  die  two  cases,  of  which  1 
take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  an  account, 
are  very  favourable.  They  occurred  to  me 
in  my  practice  as  physician  to  the  General 
Infirmary  here.  With  a  strong  conviction 
that  future  experience  will  confirm  the  cor- 
rectness of  your  views  and  practice,  and 
with  feelings  of  admiration  aud  esteem  for 
an  individual  who  has  improved  the  prac- 


tice of  medicine,  by  a  disregard  to  long 
established  prejudices  and  erroneous  doc- 
trines, 

1  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 
Jonas  Maiden,  M.  D. 
Worcester,  July  27,  1827. 
To  Dr.  Mackintosh,  M.  D.,  Edinburgh. 

Case  31.— May  5,  1827.— Priscilla  Wil- 
liams, a>t.  30.  Complains  of  pain  in  the 
head.  Skin  hot ;  tongue  furred  ;  pulse 
120,  small  and  rather  hard.  Pain  in  the 
epigrastic  region,  with  loss  of  appetite. 
Bowels  confined.  Has  a  severe  rigour  every 
other  morning  of  half  an  hour's  continuance, 
which  is  followed  by  a  hot  and  sweating 
stage.  Her  complaints  began  with  cold 
shivering,  three  weeks  ago,  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  Oxford,  where  ague  was  pre- 
vailing. 

Applicentur  hirudines  xii.  regioni  epi- 

gastrica.1. 

]jk    Extract!  colocynth.  co.  gr.  xv. 
Hydrarg.  submuriatis  gr.  iii. 
Fiant  pilule  tres  stat.  sumendae. 
Liq.  antiraon.  tart.       ex.  Potass^ 

j'itratis  gr.  x.  Mist. 
Salinse  5j.  M.  Sumat  quartis  horis. 

6.  Pain  in  the  stomach  relieved.  Head- 
ach  continues.  Bowels  freely  opened.  No 
rigour  yesterday.  Let  her  be  bled  during 
the  cold  stage  to-day. 

7.  Lost  ten  ounces  of  blood  yesterday 
during  the  rigour,  when  she  became  rather 
faint.  A  hot  aud  sweating  stage  succeeded. 
Bowels  open.    Tongue  cleaner. 

8.  Pulse  80,  and  of  moderate  strength. 
Headach  and  pain  in  the  stomach  much 
better.  The  rigou*  came  on  this  morning, 
during  which  she  was  bled  to  16  ounces, 
and  n  slight  hot  and  sweating  stage  auc« 
ceeded. 

9.  Another  very  short  and  slight  rigour 
this  morning. 

10.  Ague  returned  to-day,  but  bleeding 
cut  short  the  cold  stage,  which  was  neither 
followed  by  heat  or  sweating. 

13.  Pulse  72.  Tongue  clean.  Appetite 
<;ood.  Free  from  paiu.  *Hns  had  no  ague 
since  Inst  report.  Wishes  to  leave  the  hos- 
pital. .Discharged. 

27.  I  saw  the'  husband  of  this  woman, 
who  told  me  his  wife  was  quite  well,  and 
had  no  return  of  her  disorder. 

Case  32.— May  22,  1827  William  Hol- 
land, jet.  24.  Has  pain  in  the  head  and 
limbs,  with  furred  aud  dry  tongue.  Pulse 
96.  smnll.  Bowels  regular.  Has  severe  ri- 
gours of  an  hour's  duration  every  day,  which 
ure  followed  by  the  hot  and  sweating  stages. 
He  has  great  prostration  of  strength,  and  a 
sallow  countenance,  and  is  much  emaciated. 
Illness  began  with  a  shivering  ten  weeks 


Digitized  by  Google 


DR.  MACKINTOSH  ON  INTERMITTENT;*. 


411 


ago. 


it  was  practicable;  for  when  be  read  the 

account,  it  struck  him  that  it  was  a  practice 
quite  consonant  with  his  own  views.  He 
was  alwavs  assured,  that  in  these  cases  there 
exidted  considerable  congestion  of  the  larger 
vessels,  and  that,  could  a  portion  of  their 
23.  Had  a  rigour  yesterday  which  lasted  \  contents  be  safely  removed,  the  general  re- 
an  hour,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  hot  stage  j  suit  would  be  good.    He  has  since  tried  it 


He  has  for  some  time  been  wander- 
ing about  the  country,  and  sleeping  in  the 
open  air  at  night. 

R    Hydrarg.  submuriatis  gr.  ix.  Pulve- 
ris  jalnpu:  gr.  viij. 
M.  f.  bolus  stat.  sumend. 


and  profuse  sweating,  The  pulse  in  the 
rigour  was  120  and  very  small.  The  bowels 
have  been  very  freely  opened  :  Btools  of  a 
good  colour.    Headach  continues. 

Fiat  Yeoa>sectio  duiu  rigor  adsit. 

24.  Was  bled  to  fourteen  ounces  during 
the  cold  fit  yesterday.  Whilst  the  blood 
was  flowing,  the  shivering  diminished.  The 
hot  stage  followed,  but  lasted  a  much  shorter 
time  than  usual.  The  pulse  was  not  per- 
ceptibly affected  by  the  bleeding. 

Sumat  mistura  cathartica  Jiss  pio  re 
nata, 

25.  Is  much  improved  in  appearance. 
Pulse  80,  soft.  The  rigour  came  on  at  tiie 
accustomed  time  yesterday,  but  the  shiver- 
ing was  less  violent.  Venesection  was  re- 
peated during  the  paroxysm.  The  blood 
flowed  freely,  and  the  rigour  ceased  immedi- 
ately upon  tying  up  the  arm.  The  cold  fit 
lasted  twenty  minutes.  The  pulse  during 
the  rigor  was  120.    ISo  hot  fit  followed. 

2<i.  Had  a  slight  tremor  yesterday, which 
lasted  an  hour.  The  hot  stage  afterwards 
waa  scarcely  perceptible.  Howels  open. 
Tongue  much  improved.    Pulse  natural. 

]\    Sulphatis  quinina^  gr.  ij.  Infusi  rosae 
Jj.M. 

Sumat  secunda  quaque  hoia. 

27.  Had  a  short  and  a  slight  shivering 
yesterday  afternoon.  No  Sit  stage.  Ano- 
ther at  two  o'clock,  a.  m. 

29.  No  return  of  the  ague  since  last  re- 
port. Pulse  7  2.  Dowels  regular.  Tongue 
clean.    He  makes  no  complaint. 

June  2.  Continues  well.  From  this  time 
till  the  14th,  he  had  no  return  of  his  com- 


u  several  cases,  with  decidedly  beneficial 
effects.    But  it  is  a  practice  which  must 
not    be    employed  indiscriminately,  and 
which  is  more  essentially  beneficial  in  those 
cases  in  which  there  appears  to  he  a  dispo- 
sition to  inflammation  of  any  organ.  Under 
such  circumstances,  his  plan  is  to  wait  the 
return  of  the  next  cold  stage,  and  then  to 
take  blood  from  the  arm  as  circumstancest 
direct ;  and  in  no  instance  has  it  failed,  and 
in  no  instance  has  he  had  reason  to  repent 
it.    He  is  quite  couvinced  that  it  is  a  very 
safe  practice.  Put  when  the  constitution  is 
broken  down,  or  the  general  health  much 
impaired,  from  whatever  cause,  we  should 
be  cure ful  how  we  adopt  such  a  practice, 
and  it  will  not  do  in  every  case.*    I  dis- 
tinctly asked  Dr.  Huviland,  if,  in  these 
cases,  he  had  administered  bark  or  quinine  ; 
he  distinctly  answered,  certainly  not,  but 
that  there  were  two  cases  in  which  he  fol- 
lowed up  the  bleeding,  after  a  lapse  of 
time,  by  quinine,  bnt  iu  all  the  rest  the 
bleeding  was  trusted  to  alone.  In  these  two 
instances,  it  was  given  under  particular  cir- 
cumstances.   The  Professor  tried  bloodlet- 
ting in  the  tertian  as  well  as  the  quartan 
ague  ;  but  he  considers  it  of  the  greatest 
consequence  in  the  latter,  as  being  more 
likely  to  effect  a  radical  cure  of  the  disease. 
1  thought  you  would  be  pleased  at  this  com- 
munication, and  I  am  sure,  if  you  knew  Dr. 
Haviland.  you  would  be  delighted  with  him, 
and  consider  his  opinions  of  great  weight." 

It  affords  me  the  highest  degree  of  plea- 
sure in  communicating  another  extract  from 
this  letter,  although  it  is  rather  doubtful 
how  far  1  may  be  justified  in  so  doing  ;  but 
plaint.  He  had  regained  flesh  and  a  healthy  j  the  practice  of  medicine,  as  taught  at  Cam 
appearance,  and  was  discharged  cured.         j  bridge 

The  practice  of  bleeding  in  the  cold  stage 
lias  also  been  successfully  ivied  by  Dr.  Ha- 
viland, the  distinguished  Professor  of  the 
practice  of  physic  in  the  Iniver.-ity  of  Cam- 
bridge, the  result  of  which  was  communi- 
cated to  me,  with  Dr.  Havilatid's  permis- 
sion, by  Dr.  W.  H.  Yates,  formerly  a  most 
assiduous  pupil  of  mine,  cud  now  of  Dr. 
Haviland.  The  following  aie  extracts  from 
Dr.  Yates's  letter:  "Dr.  Haviland  tells 
me.  that  iu  consequence  of  your  communi- 
cation to  the  profession  on  the  propriety  of 
bleeding  in  the  cold  stage  of  fever,  he  was 
disposed  to  make  trial  of  it,  having,  as  you 
would  expect,  frequent  opportunities  in 
these  low  countries.  His  principal  object 
was,  in  the  first  place,  to  ascertain  how  far 


ha.s  been  so  often  ridiculed,  and 
particularly  iu  a  late  paper  on  nn  dical  edu- 

*  I  pou  further  experience,  1  feel  per- 
suaded that  Dr.  Haviland  will  see  cause  to 
modiiy  this  opinion,  lor  it  is  precisely  in 
such  cases  that  1  have  the  highest  opinion 
of  the  practice  ;  because  it  will  succeed 
when  no  other  remedies  will  have  the  slight- 
est effect  ;  in  proof  of  which,  I  mav  refer  to 
tiie  cases  of  Ward,  to  Mr.  Marshall's  case, 
and  to  that  of  A.  H.  in  the  t;7th  volume  of 
the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal,  as  well  as 
to  the  cases  of  David  Lambert,  Kobeit 
Young,  Dr.  Cambiidge,  and  his  friend,  the 
clergyman,  at  Ostend,  William  Holland, 
James  Donachie,  and  Francis  Trail,  commu- 
nicaied  in  this  paper. 
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cation  in  the  Ediuburgh  Medical  and  Sur. 
grcal  Journal,  by  Dr.  Duncan,  juuior,  the 
former  editor,  that  I  think  it  only  an  act  of 
justice.  The  communication  is  made  to 
me  by  a  gentleman  well  informed  in  every 
part  of  bit  profession,  and  an  excellent  pa- 
thologist for  his  standing,  and  one  well  qua- 
lified to  judge  of  such  matters.  "  I  assure 
you  I  was  agreeably  surprised  when  I  came 
to  Cambridge.  I  expected  to  find  Dr.  Havi- 
land  full  of  Galen  and  Aretauia  and  book 
learning,  but  with  little  practice  ;  instead  of 
which,  he  is  a  very  clever,  clear-headed 
man,  of  very  extensive  practice  indeed, 
with  very  liberal  notions ;  always  happy  to 
converse  with  those  who  apply  to  him  ;  he 
hides  nothing,  for  wheu  he  has  been  mis* 
taken  in  his  diagnosis  and  opinions,  he  does 
not  hesitate  to  point  it  out,  and  to  comment 
upon  it,  which  is  the  sure  road  to  great- 
ness." 

I  shall  only  add,  that  it  is  much  to  be 
wished  three-fourths  of  the  professors  of 
medicine  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  were 
compelled  to  study  for  two  or  three  years 
under  Dr.  Haviland,  in  order  that  they  might 
learn,  not  only  how  to  read  Aretasus,  but  to 
imitate  his  candour,  frankness,  and  gentle- 
manly demeanour ;  and  also  that  they  might 
see  the  superior  advantages  which  a  teacher 
possesses,  who  "  enjoyt  an  extentive practice,'* 
and  who  does  not  trust  to  the  knowledge  he 
has  acquired  in  his  closet  from  books.  I  sin- 
cerely hope  to  see  Dr.  Haviland  soon  trans- 
lated into  a  sphere  where  the  influence  of 
his  talents  as  a  teacher  will  be  more  exten- 
sively felt. 
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EXTRAVASATION  OF  URINE. 

Joseph  Wish  art,  retat.  54,  a  shoemaker, 
formerly  a  sailor,  of  a  spare  unhealthy  habit, 
was  admitted  into  Harley's  Word,  uudertlie 
care  of  Mr.  F.arle,  October  21,  at  half  past 
9,  r.  m.,  in  great  agony,  with  enormous  dis- 
tension of  the  perineum,  scrotum,  and  co- 
verings of  the  penis.  He  had  made  no 
water  since  the  night  of  the  19th,  when  the 
swelling  commenced  soon  after  endeavour- 
ing to  void  his  urine,  and  rapidly  went  on 
till  it  attained  its  present  state.  Has  been 
subject  to  stricture  for  the  last  25  years,  for 
which  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  having 
bougies  passed.  The  difficulty  of  making 
water  has,  of  late  years,  much  increased ; 


arrived,  and  made  an  incision  in  the  peri- 
ueum,  down  to  the  urethra,  of  about  two 
inches  iu  length,  and  several  smaller  inci- 
sions, or  punctures,  in  different  parts  of  the 
scrotum,  r'uetid  and  dark -coloured  urine 
gushed  from  the  wound  in  the  perineum, 
and  dribbled  from  the  punctures  in  the  scro- 
tum. Much  relieved.  Mr.  Earle  also  en- 
deavoured to  pass  a  catheter,  but  could  not 
succeed.  Ordered 

Calomtl,  gr.  iij.; 
Opii,  gr.  j.,  ttatim  ; 

with  saline  mixture  every  third  hour,  and 
hot  and  moist  flannels  to  the  part. 

22.  Ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  greatly  relieved 
by  the  operation,  but  slept  little  during  the 
night ;  inflammation  and  distention  dimi- 
nished ;  tougue  brown  and  dry ;  pulse 
quick  ;  urine  dribbles  through  the  wound 
in  the  perineum  and  incisions  in  the  scro- 
tum ;  bowels  have  not  acted. 

Calomel,  gr.  iij. ; 
Jalap,  gr.  x.,  ttatim. 

Mr.  Earle  saw  the  patient  again  aboot 
two  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and,  the  bowels  not  hav- 
ing acted  by  that  time,  ordered  a  common 
enema. 

23.  Passed  a  better  night ;  bowels  have 
been  freely  opened  ;  tongue  moister  ;  pulse 
still  frequent ;  the  swelling  and  distention 
subsiding  rapidly  ;  the  cellular  tissue  around 
the  wounds  presents  a  sloughy  appearance; 
has  passed  some  urine  by  the  urethra  to- 
day. Catapl.  panis,  to  the  parts. 

25.  Has  had  a  very  restless  night ;  tongue 
brown  and  dry  ;  pulse  feeble  ;  much  thirst, 
but  no  appetite ;  the  sloughing  of  the  wound 
in  the  perineum  extending  rapidly  towards 
the  scrotum ;  part  of  the  urine  escapes  by 
the  urethra,  but  the  principal  part  through 
the  wound. 

27.  Belter  to-day;  tongue  moister;  ap- 
petite returned ;  pulse  of  more  power ; 
the  sloughing  has  extended  considerably 
into  the  scrotum.  Mr.  Earle  ordered  him 
yesterday  to  omit  the  saline  mixture,  and 
take  the  followiug : 


JJ.    Jmmon*  earb.  ^j. ; 

Tittct.  cardam.  c.  Jss. ; 
Mist.  Camph.  Jvss.;  M.  capiat  coch. 
i.  mag.  omui  tertia  bora. 

The  bowels  not  acting,  a  common  enema 
was  also  given  yesterday  evening ;  diet 
nourishing. 

28    Complains  very  much  of  restless- 
ness d::ritig    the  night;   appetite  not  so 
good,  and  the  pulse  more  feeble.  Mr.  Earle 
has  not  been  able  to  retain  his  urine  long  [  removed  a  portion  of  the  slough,  wbiclu*x- 
together  for  21  years  paKt ;  for  the  last  two  tended  freely  into  the  skin   and  cellular 
years  has  not  been  able  to  retain  it  at  all, !  tissue  of  the  scrotum,  and  ordered  the  solu 


hut  has  been  obliged  to  have  convenience 
for  its  escape,  at  work.    Mr.  Karle  soon 


lion  of  the  chloride  of  soda  to  be  used, 
on  with  the  mixture. 
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SO.  The  slough  separated  this  morning, 
and  left  a  large  excavated  wound  in  the 
perineum  and  scrotum ;  the  surface  of  the 
wound  is  red,  healthy,  and  granulating ; 
pulse  stronger;  tongue  moist,  though  white: 
appetite  improved,  bowels  open,  nights 
still  disturbed,  t  he  urine  principally  comes 
through  the  wound,  but  some  pusses  by  the 
urethra.  Coniiuue  the  mixture  and  catapl.  j 
paois. 

Nor.  11.  Mr.  Earle  attempted  to  pass  a 
catheter  two  or  three  days  ago,  but  did  not 
succeed.  The  greater  part  of  the  urine 
escapes  now  by  the  urethra, — some,  how-  j 
ever,  passing  by  the  wound,  which  is  granu-  j 
latin g,  though  somewhat  slowly  A  weak 
solution  of  urge n turn  nitratum  applied  by 
means  of  lint ;  half  a  pint  of  wine  daily  ; 
appetite  and  strength  improving. 

lb.  Mr.  Earle,  with  difficulty,  succeeded 
in  introducing  a  silver  catheter,  which  is 
to  be  withdrawn  iu  a  day  or  two,  and 
an  elastic  gum  one  introduced  in  its  place. 
A  plug  is  worn  in  the  catheter,  and  the 
urine  evacuated  at  pleasure.  Some  still 
passes  by  the  wound.  Much  improved  in 
health  and  appearance. 

Dec.  18.  Since  the  former  date,  has  been 
taking  the  sulj.h.  quinine,  and  the  general 
health  attended  to.  The  opening  in  the 
perineum  is  not  quite  closed  ;  a  fistulous  pas- 
sage remains,  through  which  a  small  por- 
tion of  urine  escapes.  Various  applications 
have  been  resorted  to,  such  as  the  lotio  cupri, 
lotto  argent,  nit.,  and  the  bats.  Peru.;  the  lat- 
ter is  now  applied  to  the  wound.  The  ca- 
theter has  been  increased  gradually  in  size, 
and  is  still  retained  in  the  bladder.  Gene- 
ral health  now  pretty  gond,aud  all  going  on 
well,  though  he  is  unable  to  leave  the  hos- 
pital yet. 

FATAL  CASE  OF  PHLEGMONOUS  ERYSIPELAS 
OF  THE   FACE  AND  SCALP,     TREATED  BY 


STIMULANTS 


Richard  Humphrey,  a?t.  43,  a  coal  porter, 
stoutly  made,  and  a  great  porter  drinker, 
was  admitted  into  Luke's  Ward,  Dec.  8, 
with  phlegmonous  erysipelas  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  face,  extending  over  the  fore- 
head. The  integuments  of  the  nose  and 
eyelids  are  exceedingly  swelled,  red,  tense, 
and  shining  in  appearance,  so  that  he  is  un- 
able to  open  his  eves.  The  inflammation 
extends  upwards  over  the  forehead  and 
downwurds  on  the  tin  eks,  the  integuments 
of  which  are  also  much  swelled.  Stales 
that  the  swelling  commenced  about  six  days 
ago,  after  having  fell  unwell  for  a  few  days 
previously.  Tongue  brown  and  dry,  skin 
hot,  and  pulse  frequent.  Complains  of  pain 
in  the  head.  Ordered  by  Mr.  Stanley,  who 
attended  for  Mr.  Vincent,  hot  ami  moist 
flauuels  to  the  part,  cal.  gr.  iij.  jalap  gr.  xv. 


statin,  and  to  be  repeated  in  four  hoars,  if 
necessary.    Head  to  be  shaved. 

Mr.  liurnett,  the  house-surgeon,  had  pre- 
viously ordered  (but  it  had  not  been  taken) 

Ammtm.  carb.  gr.  v.  j 

Jffist.  camphor,        omni  4ta  bora. 

9.  Passed  a  very  restless  night,  and 
became  delirious  towards  this  morning. 
No  complaint  of  pain  in  the  head.  The 
inflammation  and  swelling  have  extended 
over  the  scalp,  and  around  the  ears,  but 
seem  rather  diminished  below  the  eyes. 
I'ulse  frequent  and  feeble.  Tongue  not  so 
dry-  as  yesterday,  but  covered  with  a  clammy 
adhesive  mucus.  Bowels  moved  last  night 
after  the  cal.  and  jalap  had  been  repeated, 
nnd  have  acted  copiously  this  morning, 
after  taking  some  house-physic.  Catapl. 
sinapis  applied  to  the  nape  of  the  neck  last 
niglit.  Ordered  to  begin  with  the  ammon. 
carb.,  and  mist,  carnph.,  and  to  have  the 
catapl.  sinapis  repeated  to-night. 

10.  lie  became  so  violently  outrageous 
towards  yesterday  evening,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  the  strait-waistcoat  put 
on,  to  confine  him  to. bed.  Has  been  talk- 
ing incoherently,  at  intervals,  during  the 
night,  yet  answers  reasonably  when  ques- 
tioned loudly,  and  puts  out  his  tongue  when 
desired.  The  catapl.  sinapis  was  applied 
both  to  the  throat,  and  nape  of  the  neck. 
Two  doses  of  the  ammon.  catb.,  and  mist, 
camph.,  have  been  taken,  and  it  is  now 
ordpred  to  be  omitted. 

This  morning,  by  Mr.  Burnett's  direction, 
a  blister  was  applied  to  the  summit  of  the 
head,  and  an  injection  of  house -physic 
giveu,  which  tas  acted  freely.  The  bowels 
were  not  moved  before,  since  yesterday 
morning.  Subsequently-,  the  dresser  order- 
ed cal.  gr.  iij.,  putv.  jacobi.  gr.  iv.  statim  «u- 
mend.  The  inflammation  has  not  extended, 
unless  slightly  backwards.  1'ulse  full  and 
quick.    Tongue  dry. 

Mr.  Stanley  saw  him  about  mid-day,  and 
ordered  a  blister  to  be  applied  to  the  nape 
of  the  neck,  and  the  powders  to  be  con- 
tinued every  Ave  or  six  hours.  Continued 
outrageous  and  struggling  till  about  ten 
miuutes  before  twelve  o'clock,  p.m.,  when 
he.  became  suddenly  calm,  and  died  at 
twelve. 

Post-mortem  Examination   at  half  past  Tico 
o'Cloch. 

The  scalp  was  excessively  thickened,  and 
a  thin  turbid  sero-fluid  oozed  plentifully 
from  the  surfaces,  when  divided.  Slight 
purulent  deposition  was  discovered  over  the 
left  temple,  on  cutting  into  the  substance  of 
the  scalp.  The  vessels  of  the  dura  mater 
were  gorged  with  blood.  The  arachnoid 
membrane  was  very  opaque,  and  elevated 
by  serous  effusion  into  the  cellular  texture 


'1 

Digitized  by  Google 


444  FTNGOID  DISEASE — OPERATIONS. 


of  the  piamater.  The  substance  of  the 
brain  excessively  vascular.  The  ventricles 
contained  a  considerable  quantity  of  fluid. 
Mr.  Stanley,  on  examining  the  abdomen, 
discovered  a  double  hernia  on  the  right  side  ; 
one  sac  opened  through  the  external,  the 
other  through  the  internal,  ring,  and  the 
epigastric  artery  ran  upwards  between  them. 
The  liver  was  dark-coloured,  and  soft. 


FUNGOID     DISEASE— AMPUTATION     OF  THE 
ARM. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  on  Saturday  last,  removed  the 
left  arm  of  Edward  Sharpe,  at  the  inferior 
third  of  the  humerus.  The  patient,  set.  25, 
a  coal  porter,  wus  admitted  into  Henry's 
"Ward  on  the  31st  of  October,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  with  a  large  slough- 
ing ulcer  of,  and  fungus  growing  from,  the 
forearm.  About  twelve  months  previously, 
a  small  tumour  made  its  uppearaiice  on  the 
middle  of  the  forearm,  which  gradually  ex- 
tended to  an  enormous  size,  and  proceeded 
to  the  state  in  which  it  was  on  admission. 
Two  or  three  pieces  of  the  radius  came 
away  through  the  opening,  by  exfoliation. 
On  the  12th  of  November,  Mr.  Lawrence 
having  made  up  his  mind  that  the  disease 
was  malignant ;  and  being  about  to  leave 
town,  requested  Mr.  Lloyd  to  remove  the 
limb  on  the  following  Saturday,  should  he 
concur  in  the  propriety  of  the  operation. 
The  intumescence  and  inflammation  of  the 
arm  having,  in  some  degree,  subsided,  and 
the  opening  having  acquired  a  somewhat 
healthy  appearance,  Mr.  Lloyd  got  Messrs. 
Vincent,  Earle,  Stanley, Skey,  and  Wormald, 
to  see  it,  who  all  agreed  that,  at  any  rate,  the 
operation,  at  that  time,  ought  to  be  deferred. 
Though,  for  some  time  afterwards,  the  appa- 
rent healing  appearance  gave  some  hope  ol 
saving  the  limb,  jet,  of  late,  decidedly  in- 
curable symptoms  manifested  themselves. 
In  performing  the  operation,  Mr.  Lloyd 
made  a  single  flap  of  the  integuments,  con- 
cave on  the  internnl,  and  convex  on  the  ex-  I 
ternal  aspects  of  the  arm,  that  the  cicatrix! 
might  not  be  opposed  to  the  stump  of  the 
bone.  The  flap  consisted  principally  of  the  | 
integuments,  nnd  he  preferred  making  the 
convex  part  of  the  flap  on  the  external  sur- 
face, in  consequence  vt  its  greater  thickness. 
He  left  scarcely  any  muscle  to  cover  the 
bone,  objecting  to  a  muscular  flap.  The 
patient  is  doing  well. 


WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL. 


year  ago,  he  became  subject  to  what  is  po- 
pularly termed  "  white  swelling."  Leeches, 
fomentations,  cupping,  blisters.  &c,  were 
resorted  to  without  effect.  Pus  was  secret- 
ed within  the  capsule,  and  an  opening  was 
made  for  its  exit.  The  man  being  of  a  scro- 
fulous habit,  his  health  gradually  declined 
until  his  admission. 

A  profuse  discharge  of  offensive  matter 
proceeded  from  the  joint,  and  two  sinuses 
extended  up  the  thigh,  nearly  as  far  as  the 
trochanter  major.  The  probe  did  not  indi- 
cate caries,  but  the  nature  of  the  discharge 
affords  strong  evidence  of  its  existence. 

On  the  6th  instant,  Mr.  White  performed 
the  operation.  The  man  was  placed  in  the 
usual  posture,  and  a  tourniquet  was  applied 
by  Mr.  Harding  ;  the  circular  incision  was 
begun  about  the  middle  of  the  thigh ;  the 
first  cut  penetrated  a  sinus,  which  contained 
about  two  ounces  of  matter.  On  dividing 
the  femoral  artery,  a  jet  of  blood  issued  out 
with  such  force  as  to  go  over  the  operator's 
shoulder.  Sir  Anthony  Carlisle  immediately 
jumped  from  his  seat,  and  screamed  out, — 
"  The  artery  is  bleeding !  the  artery  is 
bleeding  !  Stop  it,  for  God's  sake,  Mr. 
White,  or  the  man  will  die  under  your 
hands!  Stop  it,  or  he  will  bleed  to  death 
before  our  eyes  ! "  Mr.  White,  fortunately, 
did  not  participate  in  the  alarm  of  the 
"  humble"  knight,  but,  with  great  coolness, 
laid  hold  of  the  artery  with  his  finger  and 
thumb,  and  immediately  secured  it,  observ. 
ing,  "  That  there  was  nothing  which  a  sur- 
geon ought  more  to  be  on  his  guard  against 
than  Budden  panic  ;  indulgence  in  such  a 
weakness  (he  observed)  might  lead  to  se- 
rious consequences,  and  would  certainly  in- 
capacitate every  surgeon  from  the  efficient 
practice  of  his  profession."  The  limb  being 
ledeinatose,  the  assistant  had  mistaken  the 
position  of  the  femoral  artery,  and  placed 
the  tourniquet  on  the  outside.  Dossils  of 
lint  were  introduced  between  the  flaps,  to 
prevent  adhesion,  and  facilitate  suppura- 
tion. 

On  inspecting  the  joint,  the  whole  of  the 
cartilages  were  found  absorbed,  except  a 
very  small  spot  on  the  outer  condyle.  AH 
the  aiticulatory  surfaces  were  in  a  carious 
state  ;  the  ligament*  were  very  much  thick- 
ened, presenting  au  albuminous  appear- 
ance. 

Dec.  20.  The  stump  appears  healthy,  but 
the  general  appearance  of  the  man  fore- 
bodes the  development  of  phthisis. 


AMPUTATION. 

Christopher  Stint,  37  years  of  age, 
came  in  28th  Nov.,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
his  leg  amputated  by  Mr.  White.    About  a 


Samuel  Pickering,  setat.  29,  admitted  26th 
March,  1823,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  John 
Bright.  He  states,  that  he  has  been  sub- 
ject to  palpitations  for  the  lust  year,  which 
were  aggravated  by  a  cold  caught  on  a  jour- 
ney in  wet  weather,  about  three  months 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  HEART. 


ago.  He  has  been  bled  five  times,  with 
temporary  advantage. 

The  increased  action  of  the  heart  is  evi- 
dent, both  to  the  eye  and  ear  ;  the  impulse 
is  felt  in  all  parts  of  the  thorax,  and  the 
sound  so  loud,  that  the  contraction  of  the 
auricles  cannot  be  perceived.    The  noise! 
and  force  of  each  systole  are  more  palpable  j 
between  the  6th  and  7th  ribs,  than  at  the 
base  of  the  sternum,  or  in  the  clavicular 
regions.    He  is  fatigued  by  the  slightest 
exertion ;    feels  pain  occasionally  across 
the  chest,  and  has  a  troublesome  cough  \ 
difficult  respiration  at  night  ;  lies  most  \ 
easily  on  the  left  side  ;  when  on  the  right,  j 
the  dyspnoea  is  distressing.    Pulse  96,  lull 
and  strong  ;  countenance  natural ;  tongue  ' 
clean  ;  bowels  costive.    To  be  bled  to  16  J 
ounces  ;  a  bolus  of  calomel  and  antimony, : 
with  subsequent  aperients;  15  minims  of 
tincture  of  digitalis,  twice  a  day,  in  muci- 
lage. 

April  3.  Under  the  use  of  these  medi- 
cines the  symptoms,  with  little  variation, 
meliorated,  until  to-day,  when  tl.  became 
as  violent  as  ever.  Bleeding  to  ten  ounces  ; 
a  Mister  to  the  region  of  the  heart ;  and  a 
pill,  composed  of  two  grains  of  digitalis, 
three  grains  of  powdered  squills,  and  one 
grain  of  opium,  three  times  a  day. 

April  9.  The  continued  use  of  the  digi- 
talis has  produced  an  effect.  Pulse  weak, 
irregular,  and  intermitting ;  profuse  perspi- 
ration ;  nausea;  swimming  in  the  head; 
cough  relieved.  The  following  mixture  pre- 
scribed :-— 

Laudanum,  twenty- five  drops ; 
Aromatic  confection,  two  drachms  ; 
Compound  tincture  of'  cardamoms,  four 

drachms  ; 
Cinnamon  water,  six  ounces  ; 
take  a  table-spoonful  occasionally. 

May  23.  He  soon  recovered  from  the  de- 
pressing effects  of  digitalis,  and  resumed  its 
use  in  smaller  doses,  with  no  permanent 
change.  The  man  occasionally  complained 
of  an  oppressive  sense  of  debility,  but  to- 
day the  dyspnoea  has  much  increased.  Each 
impulse  of  the  heart  shakes  the  whole 
body,  and  its  sound  maybe  heard  at  a  yard's 
distance.  He  has  intense  pain  at  the  pra«- 
cordia.  Pulse  Lard,  and  bounding;  bled  to 
eight  ounces  ;  a  blister  to  the  chest,  and  the 
following  medicine.    Take  of 

Colchicum  wine,  six  drachms ; 
Epsom  salts,  six  drachms  ; 
Infusion  of  senna,  eight  ounces.  Mix. 
Take  an  ounce  thrice  a  day. 

25.  Crassamentum  huffed ;  serum  copious  ; 
pain  relieved;  respiration  less  laboured; 
Pulse  softer.  Pill  of  toap  and  opium,  ten 
grains,  nt  bed  time. 

27.  Iucrease  of  strength,  and  fulness  of 
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pulse ;  great  dyspnoea  and  orthopnoea ;  anx- 
*ety »  great  pain  at  the  base  of  the  sternum. 
He  was  bled,  at  his  own  request,  to  eight 
ounces,  which  was  attended  with  immediate 
relief;  sleeps  in  the  sitting  posture. 

28.  Crassamentum  scauty,  friable,  and 
buffed.  Pulse  88,  soft,  thrilling ;  some 
dyspnoea  and  cough  ;  perspires  freely  ; 
bowels  act  regularly.  Continues  the  col- 
chicum. 

June  10.  The  case  gradually  assumed  a 
more  favourable  aspect  till  this  day,  when 
the  pain,  and  other  untoward  symptoms,  re- 
appeared.   He  was  bled  to  ten  ounces. 

13.  Although  relieved  by  the  last  abstrac- 
tion of  blood,  there  is  great  pain  in  the 
thorax ;  dyspnoea ;  bruit  de  souffle  t,  dis- 
tinctly audible  without  the  stethoscope.  He 
is  incapable  of  lying  down . 

Bled  to  twelve  ounces.  Continues  the 
colchicum  medicine. 

17.  Scarcely  any  relief  experienced  from 
the  last  bleeding. 

A  blister  to  be  applied  to  the  sternum. 
26.  Great  pain  of  chest  and  abdomen  ; 
impi/tse  more  and  more  forcible.  Pulse  100. 

Venesection  to  six  ounces.  Continues 
the  colchicum  mixture. 

July  6.  Gradually  became  worse;  occa- 
sional expectoration  of  blood.  This  morn- 
ing, five  o'clock,  on  making  an  effort  to 
reach  the  close-stool,  he  suddenly  lost  all 
sense  and  power  of  moving.  The  face  be- 
came livid;  pupils  dilated  ;  respiration  ster- 
torous ;  both  temporal  arteries  were  imme- 
diately cut.  He  expired  in  a  few  minutes 
after  the  commencement  of  the  paroxysm. 

Sectio  Cadaveris,  thirty  hours  after  death. 
The  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  was 
rough  and  thickened  ;  the  trachea  and  bra- 
chial of  pretty  natural  appearance,  except 
that  the  smaller  branches  of  the  latt?r  con- 
tained a  few  clots  of  blood,  and  much  in- 
spissated mucus.  The  lungs  crepitated, 
nearly  throughout ;  they  did  not  become 
collapsed  on  opening  the  thorax,  and  were 
found  engorged  with  bloody  serum,  which 
flowed  out  in  great  quantity  when  the  lung 
was  cut  into.  The  brunches  of  the  pulmo- 
nary artery  appeared  dilated.  The  heart 
was  found  of  enormous  size  ;  at  its  base,  the 
diameter  was  six  inches,  the  circumference 
fifteen,  and  from  the  tip  of  the  right  auricle 
to  the  apex  of  the  left  ventricle,  were  seven 
inches ;  none  of  the  cavities  were  greatly 
dilated.  The  walls  of  the  left  ventricle 
were,  probably,  an  inch  and  a  half  thick; 
all  the  valves  appeared  healthy,  except  the 
semi-lunar  valves  of  the  aorta,  which  were 
j  thickened,  and  puckered  up  into  fringed 
edges.  The  inner  membrane  of  the  arch  of 
the  aorta  was  tinged  with  a  deep  blush, 
rough,  and  thickened,  and  containing  nume- 
rous miu  ite  oasitic points;  the  area  of  the 
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vhkI  was  not  enlarged.  Ihe 
viscera  appeared  henlthy,  except  the  liver, 
which  was  of  larger  than  ordinary  sire. 


BRUISES  AND  PRACTCRES. 


Jacob  Burkitt,  setae.  45,  »  mason,  ad- 
mitted October  11th,  with  severe  injuries, 
occasioned  by  the  falling  of  a  brick  wall. 
There  wm  a  wound  of  the  scalp  three  inches 
long,  a  little  higher  than  the  pinna  of  the 
left  ear  *,  about  a  square  inch  of  the  tegu- 
ment was  detached  from  its  connexion  with 
the  parietal  bone.  The  left  eloTiele  was 
fractured  about  its  middle,  and  severe 
bruises  existed  over  the  deltoid  and  pec- 
toral muscle  a.  The  Mb  and  6th  ribs  of  the 
left  side,  and  the  5th,  6th,  and  7  th  of  the 
right  were  fractured  near  their  angles.  The 
ulna  was  broken  about  a  third  of  its  length 
dom  the  head  or  the  olecranon.  A  contused 
wound  laid  bare  the  external  condyle,  but 
did  not  communicate  with  the  joint.  Coun- 
tenance pale  ;  pupils  contracted  ;  respira- 
tion unequal ;  pulse  small  and  weak ;  ex- 
tremities cold.  The  wound  of  the  scalp  was 
closed  with  a  suture,  and  simply  dressed  ;  a 
bandage  applied  round  the  body  ;  the  frac- 
tured forearm  treated  in  the  customary  man- 
ner. One  ounce  and  a  half  of  brandy  was 
then  given.  Six  hours  after  admission,  he 
had  partially  recovered  from  collapse  ;  pulse 
BO,  moderately  full ;  paiu  of  head  and  chest. 
Brandy  discontinued.  An  aperient  do*e 
administered.    V.S.  ad  Jxij. 

Oct.  15.  The  inflammation  which  occur- 
ed  in  the  forearm,  was  allayed  by  the  appli- 
cation of  leeches  and  fomentation.  The 
splints  are  removed,  and  the  limb  remains 
uncon  tiued. 

9,  p.m.  The  greater  part  of  the  wound 
in  the  head  having  healed  by  the  firjt  inten- 
tion^ puffy  erysipelatous  tumefaction  of  the 
entire  scalp  supervened.  Mr.  Guthrie  made 
three  inoiaions  down  the  cranium.  One 
three  inches  and  a  half  in  length  in  the 
course  of  the  sag.ttal  suture,  the  other  two 
at  a  right  angle  with  the  first,  aud  of  the 
same  length,  extending  from  the  corona  ca- 
pitis towards  the  ears.  On  introducing  the 
finger,  a  fracture  of  the  left  parietal  bone 
was  perceptible.  About  sixteen  ounces  of 
blood,  and  some  pus,  freely  flowed  from  the 
gashes.  Calomel  and  colocynth  ;  salts  and 
senna. 

17.  Considerable  discharge  of  pus.  Tu- 
mefaction of  scalp  lessened  ;  h:is  slept  well ; 
the  fever  has  declined.  Mr.  Guthrie  agaiu 
divided  the  sculp  so  as  to  conuect  the  lon- 
gitudinal with  the  transverse  incisions. 
About  four  ounces  of  blood  trickled  away. 

18.  Much  relieved  by  the  last  incisions. 
Pupils  natural ;  pulse  104.  Ordered  to 
take  sulphate  of  quinine  three  times  a  day, 


aperients  and  nutritious  diet.  A 
quantity  of  pus,  which  had  bagged  ia  the 
common  tegument,  opposite  the  transverse 
ridge  of  the  occiput,  was  let  out. 

5*8.  The  patient  continues  to  improve. 
An  abscess  formed  under  the  clavicular  por- 
tion of  the  great  pectoral  muscle,  which  while 
it  lasted  greatly  inconvenienced  him,  bat 
which  has  now  entirely  disappeared.  He  ia 
allowed  eight  ounces-  of  wine  daily,  and 
food  ad  libtium  both  in  quantity  and  kind. 

Dec.  17.  Convalescent.  The  wounds  of 
the  scalp  have  healed,  and  the  bones  of  the 
clavicle  and  forearm  have  united  without 
deformity.  He  walks  sbout  with  the  help 
of  a  i 


STRANGULATED  HF.RNIA. 

Junes  B ingle y.  50  years  old,  broaght  in 
15th  October,  with  a  strangulated  scrotal 
hernia.  The  tumour  was  of  extraordinary 
size.  The  usual  symptoms  of  strangulation 
were  present.  The  man  had  had  reducible 
hernia  for  eleven  years,  which  at  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  preceding  his  admission, 
descended  much  larger  than  usual,  and  be- 
came excessively  painful.  Clysters,  warm 
baths,  bleeding,  and  the  taxis,  being  of  no 
avail.  The  *  •  author,"  assisted  by  Dowager 
Lynn,  determined  to  enact  the  operation. 
Before  commencing,  the  operator,  by  cer- 
tain fidgetty  movements,  evinced  considera- 
ble aoxiety,  occasioned  probably  by  the  re- 
collection of  a  previous  disastrous  case. 
The  first  cut  and  the  subsequent  dissection 
were  perfoiuied  with  sufficient  precision. 
The  transparent  sac  being  brought  into  view, 
was  opened,  and  its  contents  were  seen  to 
consist  of*  the  transverse  arch  of  the  colon, 
and  the  whole  of  the  inferior  omentum. 
The  stricture  was  divided  freely,  but  all 
the  efforts  of  the  operator  were  insufficient 
to  return  the  protruded  viscera.  The  open- 
ing into  the  abdomen  was  again  and  again 
enlarged,  so  that  the  operator's  three 
fingers,  which  are  none  of  the  thinnest, 
could  easily  pass  into  the  belly,  but  as  fast 
as  one  portion  waa  returned  another  pro- 
truded. The  patient  had  now  been  fifteen 
minutes  on  the  table  ;  the  omentum  was  quite 
cold,  and  the  epiploic  veins  were  distended 
to  the  utmost.  Mr.  Guthrie,  who  complained 
of  the  perpetual  struggles  of  the  patient,  re- 
signed, with  some  alight  chagrin,  his  post  to 
his  ancient  colleague.  This  Nestor  of  sur- 
geons had  actively  assisted  in  the  operation  ; 
lie  carefully  examined  the  situation  of  parts, 
and,  with  considerable  dexterity,  returned 
knuckle  by  knuckle  into  the  abdomen,  not 
withdrawing  the  pressure  of  the  finger,  until 
each  succeding  portion  of  intestine  was 
pushed  so  far  on  as  to  prevent  the  regress  of 
its  predecessor.   The  operation  waa  corn- 
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pleted  in  the  usual  manner.  Oa  being  put 
to  bed,  an  enema  of  Bait  and  gruel  was  ad- 
ministered. In  tbe  afternoon,  pain  and  ten- 
derness of  the.  abdomen  supervening,  he  was 
bled  to  twenty  ounces.  Under  antiphlogis- 
tic treatment,  all  unpleasaut  symptoms  dis- 
appeared. 
10.  Convalescent. 


HOPITAL  ST.  ANTOINE. 

KXTRA- VTER1NE  PREGNANCY. 

Auoustins  M.,  etat.  It,  of  a  strong  and 
plethoric  constitution,  bad,  about  a  year  be- 
fore her  admission,  miscarried  in  the  seventh 
month  of  gestation.    Since  that  time  she 
hud  enjoyed  pretty  good  health,  and  become 
pregnant  for  a  second  time.    In  the  fourth 
month  she  began  to  complain  of  pain  in  the 
loins,  and  general  debility,  which  appa- 
rently slight  symptoms  had  existed  for  no 
more  than  two  days,  when,  on  the  morning 
of  the  13th  of  October,  she  awoke  with  a 
very  violent  pain  over  the  whole  abdomen  ; 
she  was  immediately  brought  to  the  Hospi- 
tal and  placed  under  the  care  of  M.  Rayer. 
Her  countenance  was  pale ,  and  expressive 
of  the  greatest  anxiety  ;  the  lips  were  livid  ; 
the  tongue  moist ;  the  abdomen  swollen, 
and  very  tender  on  pressure,  especially  at 
the  sides.    The  os  uteri  was  neither  painful 
nor  dilated  ;  the  uterus  was  somewhat  en- 
larged and  tender ;  the  pulse  was  scarcely 
to  be  felt ;  tbe  extremities  were  cold,  and 
the  patient  had  frequent  attacks  of  syn- 
cope.    Iu  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day, 
the  symptoms  still  increased  in  violence, 
and  in  the  evening  she  expired,  apparently 
with  all  the  si^ns  of  internal  haemorrhage. 

On  examination  of  the  body,  nearly  two 
pints  of  fluid  blood  were  found  exfruvasated 
in  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  a  triangular 
coagulum  of  considerable  size,  extending 
from  the  small  pelvis  up  to  the  umbilical 
region,  was  found  covering  the  lower  half 
of  the  abdominal  viscera,  and,  on  a  closer 
inspection,  appeared  to  originate  from  the 
utrrus,  by  means  of  a  thick  pedicle.  This 
coagulum  having  been  carefully  removed, 
a  foetus,  five  inches  in  length,  was  discover- 
ed in  the  left  iliac  region.  The  uterus  was 
enlarged,  and  exhibited  two  tumours,  se- 
parated by  a  longitudinal  incision  ;  that  of 
the  right  side  was  the  largest,  and  ruptured 
on  its  upper  portion  ;  between  the  edges  of 
this  rupture,  the  coagulum  and  umbilical 
cord  were  inserted.  The  neck  of  the  uterus 
was  about  an  inch  in  length,  aud  slightly 
dilated  by  a  gelatinous  matter;  a  probe 
being  introduced  from  below  upwards,  en- 
tered the  left  portion  of  tbe  uterus,  which, 
being  opened,  was  seen  lined  with  the  mem- 
brana  decidua.   This  having  been  removed, 


the  opening  of  the  left  fallopian  tube  was 
readily  found,  but  not  the  slightest  trace  of 
the  right  tube,  or  of  any  communication 
with  the  right  tumour,  could  be  discovered. 
It  was  perfectly  separated  from  the  left  half 
of  the  uterus  by  means  of  a  septum,  of  about 
an  inch  in  diameter ;  the  tumour  itself  was 
eleven  inches  in  its  transverse,  three  inches 
in  its  vertical,  and  one  inch  and  a  half  in  its 
antero  posterior  diameter  *,  on  being  opened 
by  a  crucial  incision,  it  was  found  to  con* 
tain  the  fecial  membranes  aud  the  placenta, 
which  were  somewhat  protruded  towards 
the  rupture.  The  left  fallopian  tube  was 
healthy,  but  that  of  the  right  side  passed 
towards  the  lower  portion  of  the  tumour  on 
the  right  side  of  the  uterus,  and  was  totally 
obliterated.  It  appears,  then,  that  the  foetus 
was  developed  in  a  morbid  cavity,  formed 
in  the  substance  of  the  uterus,  having  no 
communication  with  its  cavity,  and  that  the 
case  belongs  to  those  of  interstitial  extra- 
uterine pregnancy,  which  was  first  described 
by  Maurideau,  Schemit,  and  Albert. — Journ. 
Heb(Lrmad. 


HOTEL  DIEU. 


LITHOTOMY. 

X.  R„  about  50  years  of  age,  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  evacuating  calculi  of  consider- 
able size  with  bis  urine,  till  within  the  last 
ten  years,  when,  this  discharge  having 
ceased,  he  had  suffered  much  from  dysuria, 
and  violent  pain  in  the  bladder  and  glands. 
When  examined  by  M.  Dupuytren,  a  sound 
could  scarcely  be  made  to  enter  the  bladder, 
at  the  neck  of  which  it  was  arrested  by  a 
hard  substance.  A  fiuger  introduced  into 
the  rectum,  discovered  a  solid  body  of  con- 
siderable size,  which  could  also  be  felt  by 
pressiug  on  the  hypogastrium,  and  was 
apparently  about  two  inches  in  diameter. 
The  patient  was  almost  constantly  in  pain, 
and  obliged  to  make  water  every  five  mi- 
nutes. The  operation  having  been  decided 
on,  was  performed  in  the  folio witig  manner: 
— A  staff,  curved  only  for  about  an  inch  at 
its  extremity,  was  introduced,  and  carried 
between  the  stone  and  the  bladder,  so  that 
its  groove  could  be  fe  ii  by  the  finger  in  the 
rectum  ;  an  incision,  rf  an  inch  and  a  half, 
having  been  made  in  the  perineum,  and 
through  the  sphincters,  a  bistoury  was  in- 
serted into  the  groove  of  the  staff,  and 
carried  on,  so  as  partially  to  divide  tbe 
neck  of  the  bladder.  '1  hrough  this  opening, 
the  double  lithotome  cache  wus  introduced, 
and,  by  retracting  it,  the  bladder  was 
opened  transversely  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent. M.  Dupuytren  then  grasped  the  stone 
with  the  forceps,  and,  while  an  assistant 
forcibly  depressed  the  hypogastriuru,  tried 
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to  extract  it.  This,  however,  after  man v 
fruitless  attempts,  he  found  impossible.  The 
patient  was  therefore  removed  from  the 
table,  and  put  into  the  warm  bath  ;  a  few 
hours  afterwards.  24  leeches  were  applied 
to  the  hypogastrium,  and  the  warm  bath 
was  repeated  ;  in  the  evening  he  was  bled, 
and  placed  a  third  time  in  the  bath.  On 
the  following  morning  the  pu!.se  w  as  very 
full  and  strong;  there  was  no  shivering, 
any  febrile  excitement,  or  pain  of  the  abdo- 
men, but  the  patient  complained  of  sick- 
ness,  and  pain  in  the  rectum.  On  the  third 
day  the  iliac  region  became  painful,  the 
nausea  continued,  the  patient  waa  in  a  state 


}>  HON  CHOC  CLE* 

Benj.  Chavre,  a  native  of  Savoy,  eight- 
teen  years  old,  of  a  lymphatic  constitution, 
bad,  from  his  fifteenth  year,  when  he  at- 
tained to  puberty,  been  affected  with  bron- 
chocele,  which  soon  reached  such  a  size  as 
to  produce  considerable  dyspnoea,  frequent 
attacks  of  suffocation  and  hoarseness.  Being 
admitted  into  thn  Hotel  Dieu,  the  tumour 
was  found  so  large  as  to  occupy  the  whole 
space  between  the  middle  of  the  neck  and 
the  clavicles ;  it  was  formed  of  two  lobes, 
and  Mfted  up  by  the  pulsation  of  the  caro- 
tids ;  in  its  substance,  also,  an  alternating 


of  the  greatest  debility,  and  complained  0f  enlargement  was  visible  during  the  arterial 
lie  wound.    The  stone  being  e*Pan«°°-  ,1  he  general  health  of  the  pa- 


much  pain  in  the  wouna.  ine  6 tone  Deing 
found  to  have  descended  a  little,  a  vertical 
incision  was  made  in  the  bladder  by  a 
probe-pointed  bistoury,  and,  after  several 
fruitless  attempts,  it  was  at  last  extracted. 
It  was  of  an  oval  form,  two  inches  aud  a 
quarter  in  its  largest  diameter,  had  an 
even  surface,  and  weighed  five  ounces  and 
36  grains.  After  the  extraction  the  patient 
complained  of  great  debility,  the  pulse  was 
very  small,  the  countenance  pale,  &c,  and 
he  died  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  ope- 
ration. 

On  examining  the  parts  in  question,  the 
cellular  tissue  of  the  perineum  was  found 
infiltrated  with  pus;  the  bladder,  being 
small,  thickened,  and  of  a  fungoid  appear- 
ance, presented  some  traces  of  old  ulcera- 
tions; the  kidneys  contained  a  great  num- 
ber of"  cysts,  of  the  sire  of  u  filbert,  filled 
with  pus  and  adipocerous  matter. 


MUTILATION  OF  THE  Or.  NIT  A  Li. 

F.  B.,  a  middle-aged  man,  having  at* 
tempted  to  destroy  himself  by  amputating 
the  penis,  was  brought  iuto  the  Hospital. 
The  haemorrhage  was  inconsiderable  ;  some 
ligatures  were  applied,  aud  a  catheter  hav- 
ing been  placed  in  the  urethra,  the  wound 
was  simply  dressed.  On  this  occasion  M. 
Dupuytren  Telated  the  case  of  a  man  who, 
in  an  attempt  to  suicide,  having  made  an 
incision  through  two-thirds  of  the  root  of 
the  penis,  was  placed  under  his  care  ;  the 
divided  parts  being  kept  in  close  contact  by 
sutures,  perfect  re-union  took  place,  hut  the 
corpus  cavernosum  obliterated  at  one  side, 
so  that  this  man,  when  perfectly  cured, 
offered  the  singular  phenomenon  of  a  semi- 
lateral  erection.  Iu  another  case,  a  little 
boy,  who  was  almost  completely  an  idiot, 
put  a  string  round  the  penis  ;  the  skin  and 
urethra  having  become  gangrenous,  an  arti- 
ficial opening  formed,  through  which  the 
uriue  passed ;  the  corpora  cavernosa  had 
become  completely  obliterated  umi*r  the  li- 
gature, and  the  root  of  the  penis  only  was 
capable  of  erection.— La  Cliniqne. 


tient  not  being  affected,  he  was  put  under  n 
course  of  iodine,  of  the  tincture  of  which 
he  took  from  six  to  ten  drops  daily.  The 
tumour  gradually  subsided,  its  lobes  be- 
came more  distinct,  the  voice  more  natu- 
ral, and  the  difficulty  of  respiration  ceased 
altogether.  It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that 
under  the  use  of  iodine,  the  genitals  be- 
came, as  it  were,  atrophic,  and  that  erec- 
tions and  pollutions  to  which  the  "patient 
had  formerly  been  very  subject,  were  never 
observed  duiing  this  time. — La  Clinique. 
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Diseas$$of  Gestation  concluded. — Dyspepsia. 

Dcrino  pregnancy,  paiienls  are  some- 
times affected  with  dyspepsia,  to  be  treated 
on  the  same  general  principles  as  a  dyspep- 
sia, apart  from  gestation,  though  the  follow- 
ing remarks  may  be  worth  your  considera- 
tion : — In  dyspepsia,  purgatives  are  not  in- 
frequently advised,  nor  ought  we  to  forget 
that  the  milder  should  he  used  in  the  cases 
to  which  we  are  here  referring,  especially  in 
women  known  to  be  prone  to  miscarriage. 
I  have  seen  a  miscarriage  induced,  appa- 
rently, in  consequence  of  a  moderate  dose  of 
calomel,  to  winch,  on  one  occasion,  I  gave 
assent ;  the  symptoms  seeming  to  demand  it. 
Emetics,  too,  may  be  required  in  these  cases ; 
but  they  should  never  be  used  without  a 
clear  necessity  can  be  established,  and  the 
milder  are  to  be  preferred.  I  am  not  sure 
that  there  is  so  much  danger  from  the  use 
of  emetics  which  are  active  as  from  active 
purgatives,  for  it  is  certain  that  women, 
during  gestation,  sometimes  beur  vomiting 
and  retching  surprisingly  well,  as  iu  those 
spontaneous  morning  attacks  of  which  I  was 
yesterday  treating.  In  dyspepsia  you  may 
deem  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the 
blue  pill,  and  other  similar  remedies,  and 
in  these  cases  you  must  be  very  careful 
that  it  do  not  give  rise  to  any  high  degree 
of  salivation,  because,  as  I  have  just  been  ob- 
serving to  you,  more  especially  where  there 
is  a  proueness  to  miscarriage,  the  higher  de- 
grees  of  mercurial  excitement  are  supposed 
to  occasion  it.  Nor  let  it  be  forgotten,  ihut 
this  remedy  varies  much  in  its  effect  on 
different  persons.    I  yesterday  saw  a  lady 


who  told  me  that  she  knew,  from  expe- 
rience, that  if  she  were  to  take  but  two  or 
three  grains  of  calomel  she  would  be  com- 
pletely under  the  mercurial  influence,  and,  on 
a  more  minute  inquiry  into  all  circumstances, 
I  found  this  to  be  correct.  On  the  other 
hand,  now  and  then  you  meet  with  patients 
that  you  can  scarce  bring  under  the  mer- 
curial action,  under  any  administration  of 
the  blue  pill ;  and,  consequently,  as  the  in- 
fluence of  mercury  is  produced  in  some  con- 
stitutions with  such  surprising  facility,  and 
as  there  are  some  refractory  constitutions 
which  so  powerfully  resist  its  operation,  you 
ought  to  proceed  with  no  little  caution,  un- 
less you  are  acquainted  with  the  constitu- 
tion of  your  patient. 

Heart-Bum.— With  very  severe  heart- 
burn, women,  when  pregnant,  are  sometimes 
affected  ;  great  heat  of  the  stomach,  a  great 
deal  of  pain,  accompanied  with  a  drawing 
which  seems  to  approximate  the  pit  of  the 
stomach  to  the  spine,  with  pain  shooting 
through  the  body,  from  the  sternum  to  the 
points  of  the  blade-bones.  Vomitings  are 
apt  to  occur,  and  very  strong  ucidities  may 
be  eructated,  so  acrid  indeed,  in  some  cases, 
that  they  may  produce  heat  and  excoriation 
in  the  back  part  of  the  mouth.  When  you 
have  symptoms  of  this  kind,  concurring 
with  mucli  acidity,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  ;  and  after 
clearing  the  bowels,  which  may  be  neces- 
sary, antacids  may  be  properly  enough  ad- 
ministered. Lime,  chalk,  soda,  magnesiu, 
may  all  be  employed  in  their  turns, — ■ 
chalk,  if  you  wish  to  shut  up  the  tube — 
magnesia,  if  you  wish  to  open  it.  Among 
our  various  antacid  compositions,  there  is 
one  form  which  has  been  recommended  by 
Simms,  Denraau,  and  others,  and.  using  it 
on  their  authority,  1  have  tried  it  with  con- 
siderable advantage. : — One  drachm  of  the 
burnt  magnesiu,  one  drachm  of  the  aqua 
ammonia:  purse,  lime  ounces  of  the  aqua 
cinnamoni,  and  live  and  a  half  of  «inv>l« 
water  :  these  are  to  be  mixed,  and  the  pa- 
tient may  take  two  tuble  spoonfuls  of  the 
mixture  whenever  the.  symptoms  are  most 
distressing. 

Fastidious  Tatte.— With  fastidious  tastes 
your  patients  are    occasionally  assailed, 
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and  women,  sometimes,  have  a  longing  for 
certain  kinds  of  food,  and,  more  fre- 
quently, they  become  the  subject  of  an- 
tipathies; these,  indeed,  are  more  common 
than  the  former ;  some,  when  gravid,  can- 
not bear  sugar,  some  butter,  some  tea,  some 
wine,  and  so  on.  Of  these  fastidious  tastes 
I  have  to  remark,  that  when  they  can  be 
gratified,  1  think  we  ought  by  all  means  to 
concede,  more  especially  with  respect  to 
antipathies.  I  do  not  think  a  woman  ought 
to  be  ridiculed,  or  urged,  to  the  use  of  those 
things  to  which  she  feels  a  strong  and  in- 
surmountable repugnance ;  of  such  experi- 
ments 1  cannot  approve— why  should  we 
make  them?  Even  in  animals  which,  to  do 
them  justice,  are  free  from  affectation,  con- 
spicuous changes  of  taste  are  observed  during 
gestation.  This  change  becomes  manifest,  in 
a  high  degree,  in  the  rabbit,  than  which  no 
animal  can  be  more  clearly  of  herbivorous 
nature,  for  the  rabbit  in  all  cases,  after  de- 
livery, devours  the  after-birth,  that  is,  it 
becomes  carnivorous ;  and  this,  I  suppose, 
is  the  reason  why  sh«  so  often  destroys  her 
young  also  ;  for,  finding  the  placenta  a  very 
delicious  morsel,  she  is  afterwards  impelled 
to  attack  and  devour  her  young  too.  Now, 
in  the  same  manner  as  animals  become  the 
subject  of  these  extraordinary  appetites, 
women  also  may  have  their  appetites,  in- 
fluenced by  certain  changes  of  the  nervous 
system,  resulting  from  gestation,  and  these 
therefore,  the  work  of  nature,  ought  never 
to  be  unreasonably  opposed. 

Constipation. — In  the  earlier  and  middle 
periods  of  pregnancy,  constipation  is  by  no 
means  uncommou  ;  and,  by  some,  this  state 
of  the  body  has  been  asserted  to  be  natural 
to  gestation.  If  the  bowels  are  opened  with 
regularity  once  in  the  day,  or  three  times  iu 
the  two  days,  probably  this  is  all  that  is  ne- 
cessary to  secure  the  pntient's  health.  I  ge- 
nerally, however,  recommend  that  the  bow- 
els should  be  opened  more  frequently  about 
a  fortnight  before  delivery  is  expected  to 
take  place,  because  then  1  think,  the  bowels 
being  thoroughly  cleared,  the  delivery  may 
be  rendered  more  easy,  and  freed  of  some 
inconveniences.  If  a  proneness  to  consti- 
pation exist,  some  laxative  should  be  at 
hand  to  regulate  the  intestinal  tube.  If  the 
form  be  pilular,  rhubarb  may  be  prescribed, 
with  some  small  quantity  of  calomel ;  if  n 
mixture,  castor  oil  may  be  preferred.  Salts 
are  cold  and  flatulent. 

Prolapsus  UurL — With  prolapsus  uteri, 
patients  are  sometimes  affected  in  the  ear- 
lier and  middle  parts  of  gestation,  but  more 
commonly  in  the  earlier.  They  have  a  feel- 
ing as  if  something  would  issue  from  the  body, 
with  bearing  and  aching  across  the  sacrum, 
and  sometimes  over  the  front  of  the  abdo- 
men. In  the  greater  number  of  cases,  where 
the  patient  labours  under  a  descent  of  the 
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womb  in  the  earlier  period  of  geatatioa,  if 
she  lie  on  a  sofa  she  is  relieved,  and  at  the 

end  of  three  or  four  months,  when  the 
womb,  acquiring  a  larger  bulk,  finds  rest 
upon  the  brim,  a  complete  cure  may  be  ob- 
tained. In  rarer  cases,  however,  the  pelvis 
being  of  very  large  size,  the  womb  conti- 
nues to  descend,  and  then  the  horizontal 
posture,  and  perhaps  a  pessary,  may  be 
resorted  to ;  though  I  believe  it  is  very  * 
seldom  that  a  pessary  becomes  necessary, 
and  caution  must  accompany  its  use.  In 
some  cases,  too,  the  womb  being  down  in  the 
pelvis,  remains  and  grows  there,  and  makes 
a  strong  impression  on  the  surrounding  and 
contiguous  viscera,  and  becomes  incarce- 
rated in  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  Reten- 
tion of  urine  concurs.  In  such  cases,  a 
catheter,  sjnall  and  flat,  may,  with  proper 
caution,  be  introduced  into  the  bladder,  and 
the  urine  being  drawn,  to  the  amount  of 
two  or  three  pints,  aufficient  room  may  be 
made  for  the  ascent  of  the  uterus;  after 
which,  by  a  little  well-directed  pressure 
upon  the  os  uteri,  the  womb  may  be  pushed 
above  the  brim.  When  once  replaced,  the 
womb  is  not  likely  to  descend  afresh  ;  for 
the  very  conditions  of  the  case  imply  that 
the  u  terns  is  grown  too  large  to  admit  of  easy 
lodgement  in  the  pelvis,  so  that  if  the  patient 
be  confined  for  a  week  or  two  to  the  hori- 
zontal posture,  the  womb  meantime  grow- 
ing, she  becomes  secured,  in  consequence, 
against  any  further  attack. 

Micturition  is  very  common  iu  the  earlier  or 
middle  periods  of  gestation,  dysuria,  perhaps, 
accompanying.  This  arises  from  three  causes; 
the  first,  a  certain  irritability  about  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  derived,  perhaps,  from 
the  uterus  producing  a  tendency  to  spasm  ; 
the  second,  a  bearing  of  the  uterus  upon 
the  neck  of  this  orgou  ;  the  third,  a  de- 
scent of  the  uterus,  though  but  a  little  way, 
under  which  it  brings  down  the  vagina 
and  urethra,  which  is  in  connexion  with 
the  vagina,  so  as  to  distort  it  and  obstruct. 
These  I  believe  to  be  the  more  immediate 
causes  of  the  disease,  and  bleeding  from  the 
arm,  leeches  above  the  symphysis  pubis, 
fomentations  of  the  genitals,  and  the  parta 
above,  confinement  to  the  horizontal  pos- 
ture, and  drinking  very  freely  of  the  dilu- 
ents, so  as  to  dilute  the  urine,  may,  1  think, 
be  looked  upon  as  principal  remedies.  Soda 
and  uva  ursi  may  be  tried. 

Culculvt  in  the  Bladder,  during  pregnancy, 
is  exceedingly  rare  *,  yet  this,  however, 
does  occur  occasionally.  I  here  show  you  a 
calculus  of  the  ordinary  size ;  but  in  the 
bladder  a  calculus  may  form,  even  larger 
tha  na  pullet's  egg,  and  such  an  one  I  was 
shown  by  a  very  excellent  practitioner,  Mr. 
Tipple,  of  Mitcham.  This  stone  was  re- 
moved from  a  woman  supposed  to  labour  un- 
der cancer  at  the  time,  the  symptoms  being 
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produced  by  this  great  calculus.  A  calculus 
of  very  small  size  would,  most  probably,  not 
occasion  any  material  inconvenience  during 
delivery,  but,  if  larger,  it  might  obstruct 
parturition ;  and  the  bladder  too,  being 
compressed  and  bruised  between  the  calcu- 
lus on  the  one  hand,  and  the  head  of  the 
foetus  on  the  other,  a  slough  of  the  vagina 
and  cervix  vesica*  might  ensue.  In  a.\  cases 
where  the  calculus  is  large,  it  is  very  de- 
sirable that  it  should  be  taken,  away  before 
delivery  occurs.  Now,  by  the  operation  of 
lithotomy,  it  may  be  removed,  or  more 
safely,  perhaps,  by  dilatation  of  the  urethra  ; 
an  operation  which  has,  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  been  recommended  from  this  chair, 
and  which  has,  of  late,  been  admitted  into 
more  general  practice. 

Jaundice. — In  pregnancy,  your  patients 
are  sometimes  affected  with  jaundice  in  the 
middle  or  latter  period,  and  a  sort  of  jaun- 
dice which  is  to  be  referred  to  gestation 
as  its  canse.  Where  it  merely  arises  from 
gestation,  it  is  to  be  ascribed,  1  presume,  to 
the  pressure  of  the  uterus,  which,  not  com- 
ing in  contact  itself  with  the  biliary  ducts, 
may,  however,  press  other  parts,  the  intes- 
tines, for  example,  against  them.  At  deli* 
very  they  are  cured,  for  the  pressure  is  then 
taken  off  the  ducts;  and  even  before  deli- 
very, this  sort  of  jaundice  may  ceaxe  about 
the  Bth  or  yth  month,  for  the?  womb  enlarg- 
ing in  its  size,  and  altering,  perhaps,  in  its 
shape,  gets  a  bearing  on  other  parts  than 
the  biliary  ducts,  and  these  canals  becom- 
ing pervious,  the  gall  escapes  into  the  in- 
testines, and  the  yellowness  disappears. 

Dyspncra. — In  pregnancy,  where  the  sto- 
mach is  diseased,  or  where  your  patient  is 
highly  hysterical,  she  may  become  aliened 
with  dyspnoea  ;  and  the  attacks  may  be  sud- 
den, and  alarm  her  so  much,  as  to  give  her  an 
impression  that  she  is  going  to  die  ;  nor  is 
palpitation  infrequent,  and,  indeed,  this  is 
most  probably  the  more  immediate  cause  of 
the  disease.  This  disease  is  more  alarming 
than  dangerous ;  it  scarcely  ever  destroys 
life,  though,  owing  to  a  disorderly  action  of 
the  heart,  it  may  produce  sensations  of 
fainting  and  death.  Opium,  ether,  and 
other  remedies  of  that  sort,  are  calculated 
to  moderate  the  violence  of  the  symptoms, 
and  attention  must  be  paid  to  the  diet. 

With  cough  cur  patient  may  be  affected 
during  pregnancy,  and  here  1  don't  m<  nn  the 
ordinary  catarrh,  which  cures  itself,  and 
passes  off  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  day?, 
but  I  mean  severe  coughs,  accompanied  with 
great  afflux  of  blood  to  the  head,  and  attended 
with  a  great  deal  of  pain.  In  these  cases 
where  the  abdomen  is  much  shaken,  the 
best  remedy  I  know  of  is  bleeding  from  t!ie 
arm,  leechings,  opium,  hyacinths,  or  other 
anodynes  ;  laxatives  may  be  taken  to  keep 
the  bowel*  regular,  but  not  to  disturb  the 


digestive  organs  and  nerves.  In  dry  congh, 
paregoric  elixir,  to  the  amount  of  a  drachm, 
will  sometimes  give  present  relief.  The 
hydrocyanic  acid,  to  my  mind,  deserves  a 
trial,  though  I  have  had  but  little  experience 
in  this  mpdicine. 

Convulsions. — During  pregnancy,  women 
are  sometimes  affected  with  convulsions,  a 
disease  I  considered  very  largely  in  a  pre- 
ceding Lecture,  and  I  forbear,  therefore,  to 
enter  into  that  topic  a^ain.  Where  con- 
vulsions do  not  actually  occur,  there  is 
sometimes  a  very  obvious  tendency  to  the 
attack,  flushing  of  the  face,  throbbing  of 
the  carotids,  severe  pains  in  the  head, 
and  sensations  of  the  brain,  as  if  it  were 
too  large  for  its  receptacle,  which,  indeed, 
in  a  certain  sense,  it  is,  in  consequence 
of  the  blood  flowing  into  it  too  copiously. 
The  best  remedies  for  symptoms  of  this 
kind,  are  bleeding  from  the  arm,  or  the 
nape  of  the  neck,  or  temples,  by  cup- 
ping-glasses, or  by  leeches,  and  then  the 
warm  bath,  with  purgatives,  perhaps  eme- 
tics, and,  ultimately,  when  the  skin  is  open, 
anodynes.  I  should  not  use  the  warm  bath 
till  bleeding  hud  been  premised.  The  whole 
of  this  important  subject  we  considered  be- 
fore. 

Odontalgia. — Women  may  suffer  severely 
from  odontalgia,  in  the  course  of  pregnancy; 
and  though  the  teeth  are  all  sound  to  ap- 
pearance, yet.  night  after  night,  there  may 
be  Severn  attacks  of  the  aching,  so  that 
while  ail  the  rest  of  the  family  are  enjoying 
their  repose,  our  luckless  patient  is  obliged 
to  get  up  and  pace  the  chamber  to  cool  the 
system,  and  quiet  the  irritability  under  which 
«he  labours.  From  this  pain,  the  whole  jaw 
may  suffer  severely.  The  extraction  of  the 
teeth,  in  cases  ot  this  kind,  is  out  of  the 
question  ;  if  there  are  none  of  them  obvi- 
ously affected,  and  even  if  a  tooth  were 
carious,  1  should  hesitate  before  I  had  re- 
course to  this  operation,  believing,  as  1  do, 
that  it  is  ascribable  to  a  certain  state  of  the. 
nerves  which  pregnancy  produces,  rather 
thau  from  the  condition  of  the  tooth.  Burns 
i  says,  th.it  miscarriage  is  reported  to  have 
j  followed  extrac  tion  itself.  The  volatile 
,  tincture  of  valerian,  bark,  and  carbonate  of 
iron,  are  principal  remedies  here.  Would 
the  arsenical  solution  be  of  service  1  I 
was  once  called  to  a  young  Greek  lady,  a 
Smyrniote,  at  the  other  end  of  the  town, 
suffering  violently  with  this  disease,  night 
by  ni^ht,  so  that  she  could  get  no  rest ;  all 
the  ordinary  remedies  had  been  tried,  in 
ordinary  doses,  but  in  vain  ;  I  gave  her  the 
volatile  tincture  of  valerian,  and  bark,  as 
largely  as  the  stomach  would  bear,  and  with 
the  effect  of  arresting  the  disease,  so  that 
throughout  the  remainder  of  her  gestation, 
,  she  continued  almost  entirely  free. 

Very  copious  salivation  will  sometimes 
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occur  during  gestation,  and  where  the  pa- 
tient has  not  taken  one  grain  of  mercury.  I 
saw  a  case  of  this  s-ort,  which  strongly  re- 
sembled mercurial  ptyahsm,  but  the  foutor 
was  wanting,  aud  the  gums  were  not  utce- 
rated  ;  there  was  merely  the  high  action 
of  the  salivary  apparatus.  If  the  quantity 
of  saliva  is  not  very  great,  the  patient  may 
6wallow  it ;  and  in  that  manuer,  perhaps, 
she  may  moderate  somewhat  the  exhaustion, 
which  would  otherwise  occur ;  my  patient, 
however,  secreted  the  saliva  so  plentifully, 
that  when  she  swallowed  it  the  stomach 
was  offended,  and  a  vomiting  ensued.  Now 
should  the  saliva  be  formed  in  very  large 
quantities,  and  should  the  system  suffer 
considerably  in  consequence,  1  should  re- 
commend the  induction  of  delivery,  which, 
in  all  probability,  would  cure  the  disease  ; 
hut  where  the  secretion  is  smaller,  a  remedy 
of  this  kind  would  not  he  justifiable.  A 
meddlesome  midwifery  is  bad.  The  patient 
did  well  without. 

MaUodynia.  —  In  the  first  pregnancy, 
women  may  suffer  a  great  deal  of  pain  about 
the  breast  called  raastodynia,  sometimes 
Teferrible  to  a  sort  of  tendency  to  inflamma- 
tion ;  for,  in  the  first  pregnancy,  a  large  and 
rapid  development  of  the  breast  may  oc- 
cur, the  mamma  becoming  two  or  three 
times  as  large  as  before  marriage.  When 
the  woman  suffers  severely  from  this,  I 
would  recommend  leeching,  bleeding  from 
the  arm  sparingly,  fomenting,  and  the 
ordinary  remedies  tor  alight  inflammatory 
action.  If  the  disease  were  inconsiderable, 
I  should  me  friction, with  oil,  perhaps  a  little 
olive-oil  aud  camphor  ;  in  general,  poultices, 
fomentations,  tincture  of  opium,  and  oil 
mixed  together ;  but,  for  such  cases,  pa- 
tience is  the  best  remedy. 

It  was  observed  in  a  preceding  lecture, 
that  women  are  sometimes  affected  with 
dropsy  of  the  ovum,  a  disease  which  I  have 
now  seen  repeatedly.  Perhaps  a  pailful  of 
water  may  collect  in  the  cavities  of  the 
uterus,  and  under  this  disease  sudden  alarm- 
ing symptoms  may  occur.  The  abdomen 
may  fluctuate  as  if  from  ascites,  so  that  the 
first  impression  on  your  mind  is,  that  the 
dropsy  is  of  the  peritoneum  ;  there  is, 
too,  sometimes  a  great  deal  of  pain  and 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen  ;  perhaps  when 
you  touch  it  there  is  outcry,  and  independ- 
ently of  tiie  pre.- sure,  the  suffering  may 
be  great,  and  there  are  pains  as  of  parturi- 
tion. Suspecting  whnt  is  the  nature  of  the 
disease — from  the  sudden  enlargement  of  the 
nhdo.nen,  from  the  reputed  pregnancy  of 
the  uterus,  fiotn  the-pnios  and  I  he  forcing*, 
you  make  your  examination,  and  when  you 
may.  in  general,  citnrly  feel  the  m?mhrune 
lying  in  the  os  uteri,  already  be^un  to  dilate. 
If  ihe  dropsy  of  the  ovum  is  not  con- 
siderable, you  are  not  justified  ia  rup- 


turing the  membrane  and  discharging  the 
water,  because  in  the  later  period  of  gesta- 
tion, especially  a  woman  in  this  situa- 
tion, may  still  carry  the  child  the  full 
lime,  and  may  be  otherwise  in  healthy  condi- 
tion ;  if,  however,  the  dropsy  occasion  much 
pain  and  inconvenience,  so  that  something 
must  be  done,  the  most  effectual  remedy 
that  I  know,  is  to  discharge  the  fluid,  and 
this  may  be  done  by  opening  the  mem- 
branes, either  extensively,  so  as  to  emit  the 
whole  at  once,  or  by  making  one  or  two  small 
punctures,  so  as  to  discharge  it  by  degrees, 
the  latter  being  the  safer,  though  the  more 
tedious  mode.  A  bandage  should  be  pre- 
pared,  and  tightened  as  the  water  is  dis- 
charged, otherwise  syncope  and  collapse 
may  be  produced.  That  of  ray  friend  Mr. 
Gaitskell  will  answer  very  well. 

Your  patient  during  gestation  may  suffer  a 
good  deal,  in  consequence  of  rigidity  of  the 
aljdomen,  particularly  in  the  first  pregnancy. 
The  uterus  growing  very  fast,  the  abdominal 
coverings  do  not  grow  in  proportion,  and 
this  produces  a  distention  and  uneasiness, 
to  be  felt  particularly  about  the  edge  of  the 
ribs,  or  supposed  to  arise  from  the  state  of 
the  bladder,  and  if  you  are  thoroughly  im- 
bued with  the  hepatic  doctrine,  the  liver,  of 
course,  becomes  the  scape-goat,  and  blue 
pill  is  the  medicine  prescribed. 

If  you  can  clearly  refer  the  pain  to  this 
over-distention  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  ri- 
gidity of  its  coverings,  leeches  over  the  ab- 
domen, poultices,  and  abstractions  of  blood 
from  the  arm,  will  be  found  the  best  reme- 
dies, if,  indeed,  remedies  be  required. 

Some  women  are  labouring  under  an  af- 
fection just  the  reverse  of  the  preceding,  I 
mean  au  exceeding  laxity  of  the  abdominal 
coverings,  so  much  so,  that  sometimes  when 
they  are  pregnant,  the  womb,  not  being  duly 
supported,  falls  to  the  one  side  or  other,  or 
forwards.  Much  relief  is  obtained  from  lying 
recumbent  on  the  sofa,  but,  independently  of 
this,  you  may  sometimes  help  the  patient 
by  means  of  a  well-contrived  corset  or  ban- 
dage, which  the  corset-maker  may  be  di- 
rected to  contrive  ;  in  general,  women  will 
make  things  of  this  sort  better  than  the  sur- 
geon's instrument  maker.  In  short,  any 
thing  that  will  give  a  general  support  to  the 
abdomen,  and  throw  the  bearing  upon  the 
spine,  may  be  found  to  answer  very  well. 
Sometimes,  besides  the  support  which  is 
given  by  the  bandage  with  the  corset,  a  very 
broad  busk,  as  it  is  called  by  women,  that  is, 
a  broad  leaf,  or  lamella  of  steel,  placed  in 
the  stay  over  the  yielding  part  of  the  abdo- 
men, may  be  found  more  or  less  effectual 
in  keeping  the  uterus  in  its  place. 

Fal$e  Paiut — You  will  now  and  then  be 
called  to  women,  in  the  course  of  preg- 
nancy, labouring  under  what  are  called 
false  paiua ;  that  is,  pains  simulating  the 
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parturient,  but  not  arising  from  delivery, 
ftiose  false  pains  are  produced  from  three 
causes  commonly  ;  first,  they  may  be  pains 
seated  in   the  nerves,  but   this  is  rare ; 
secondly,  they   may  be   the  produce  of 
spasm,  of  the  biliary  ducts,  of  the  ureters, 
of  the  intestines,  or  of  the  womb  itself; 
and,  thirdly,  and  most  frequently,  those 
pains  may  result  from  inflammation,  and  be 
accompanied  with  a  fever.  Tliey  are  known 
not  to  be  the  pains  of  labour  by  their  seat — 
their  sensation — their  mode  of  return— and 
some  limes,  and,  in  some  measure,  by  their 
being  permanent,  and,  above  all,  by  an 
examination.    If  the  pains  are  those  of  la- 
bour, we  find  that  the  os  uteri  opens  and 
widens,  and  the  membranes  protruding,  and 
these  being  broken,  the  head  bears  dowu; 
on  the  other  hand,  if  they  are  not  the  pains 
of  parturition,  probably  the  os  uteri  is  shut, 
and  there  is  no  bearing  down  ;  or  should  the 
os  uteri  be  open  a  little,  we  do  not  find  an 
increase  of  the  dilatation,   This,  you  will 
recollect,  I  treated  of  more  largely,  when 
speaking  of  natural  labour,  and  to  former 
remarks  I  must  now  refer  you.    Of  course, 
the  treatment  of  false  pains  must  vary  with 
their  nature;  but,  of  general  means,  the 
most  effectual  are  bleeding,  opium,  and  now 
and  then,  perhaps,  the  warm  bath,  though 
very  often  this  is  not  required.  Inflamma- 
tion may  require  very  active  remedies,  but 
this  was  considered  before. 

Fatal  Turbulency. — Lastly,  a  woman  may 
suffer  severely  from  a  turbulent  foetus, 
which  kicks,  and  cuffs,  and  plunges  with 
violence,  perhaps  in  consequence  of  con- 
vulsion, until  the  woman  feels  as  if  it 
would  make  its  way  through  her  body.— 
A  lady,  the  wife  of  one  of  my  medical 
friends,  was  attacked  severely  with  this 
disease.  Bleeding  may  be  tried,  in  these 
cases,  to  the  amount  of  a  few  ounces,  in 
order  to  relieve  and  diminish  somewhat  the 
excessive  agitation  which  the  pain  and 
alarm  produce.  Opium  may  be  given,  ac- 
cording to  the  effect  produced,  with  a  view 
of  quieting  both  the  mother  and  the  foetus ; 
and  1  have  no  doubt,  from  my  own  experi- 
ments, that  when  the  narcotics  are  taken, 
they  often  get  into  the  blood  and  mingle 
with  it ;  and  this  may  explain  to  us  how  the 
opium,  taken  by  the  mother,  may  operate  in 
the  child,  for  being  taken  into  the  maternal 
blood  it  may  pass  into  the  placenta,  aud  get 
absorbed,  through  the  placentar  pores  into 
the  vessels  of  the  fcetus.  In  the  worst  cases, 
discharge  the  liquor  amnii,  for  this,  in  the 
course  of  a  day  or  two,  will  rid  the  patient 
of  her  troublesome  inmate,  la  the  case  re- 
ferred to,  manual  restraint  of  the  foetus 
afforded  much  relief:  an  attendant  at  the  bed 
side  compressed  the  utcrus,and  compelled  the 
fcetus  to  lie  quiet;  and  under  a  very  severe 
paroxysm  of  tbia  kind  very  effectual  relief 


was  obtained.  The  restraint  of  the  child, 
the  effective  use  of  opium,  the  discharge  of 
the  liquor  amnii,  and  the  abstraction  of 
blood  to  the  amount  of  ten  or  fifteen  ouuees, 
are  the  remedies  to  which  I  look  in  cases 
of  this  sort.  Probably  the  child,  when  born, 
will  prove  weakly,  and  may  die  within  a  few 
hours  afterwards. 
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MUSCULAR  ACTION,  AND  ON  THE  CURE 
OF  DEFORMITIES. 

By  Ma.  SHELDRAKE. 


On  Dancing,  and  on  its  advantages  to  Young 
Persons,  when  it  is  scientifically  taught. 

Those  who  affect  to  think  that  the  most 
indifferent  of  our  actions  should  always  be 
described  in  a  manner  which  indicates  the 
highest  degree  of  morality,  speak  of  dancing 
;  in  terms  that  I  shall  not  repeat :  religious 
j  fanatics  speak  of  it  in  a  way  that  is  con- 
nected with  their  modes  of  thinking  ;  the 
dealers  in  gymnastic  exercises,  as  they  are 
called,  mention  dancing  in  terms  which 
show  that  they  think  it  very  inferior,  in 
point  of  utility,  as  well  as  in  the  power  of 
exciting  pleasurable  sensations,  to  their 
own  egf  rcises.  Those  who  attend  to  these 
discourses,  will  be  in  a  condition  to  judge 
how  far  those  opinions  are  correct ;  but  as  I 
differ  in  opinion,  upon  this  suhject,  from  all 
those  persons  that  have  been  mentioned,  I 
shall  ouly  consider  dancing  as  something 
|  that  either  has,  or  may  have,  peculiar 
effects  upon  the  health,  as  well  as  upon  the 
form  of  those  who  practise  it.  Dancing  is 
one  of  the  most  healthy,  as  well  as  one  of  the 
most  pleasing,  amusements  that  has  been, 
or  that  can  be  practised,  by  females  of  the 
superior  classes  of  society  ;  if  it  is  learned 
from  those  who  are  well  qualified  to  teach 
it,  and  practised,  as  it  ought  to  be,  con- 
sistently with  the  instructions  by  which  it 
is  taught,  it  will  contribute  more  to  improve 
the  health,  as  well  as  the  form,  of  those  who 
practise  it,  than  any  other  exercise.  I  ad- 
vance this  decisively,  because  1  have  lately 
seen  a  book,  from  which  I  have  extracted 
the  following  passage: — 

I  have  adverted  to  the  over  anxiety  to 
educate  girls  in  the  fascinating  accomplish- 
ments of  music,  drawing,  and  dancing ;  in 
the  prosecution  of  which,  they  are  confined 
in  hot  rooms,  and  forced  into  strained  atti- 
tudes for  hours  together  ;  and  to  the  manner 
in  which  it  has  led,  ia  different  ways,  to  th« 
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most  distressing  circumstances.  If  long 
perseverance,  in  any  habit,  be  sufficient  to 
produce  distortion  and  deformity  in  the 
spinal  arrangement  of  adult  and  athletic 
males,  it  will  surely  be  much  more  likely  to 
induce  them  in  the  sickly  and  pampered 
children  of  the  affluent.  Though  various 
causes  may  be  assigned  for  the  increased 
prevalence  of  these  complaints  in  our  own 
time,  I  am  convinced  that  the  relaxing 
effects  of  hot  rooms,  and  a  too  ardent  pursuit 
of  feminine  accomplishments,  are  the  prin- 
cipal ones.  By  admitting  the  elasticity  of 
the  fibrous  structure,  and  its  disposition  to 
stretch  under  certain  favourable  circum- 
stance.*, we  are  enabled  to  understand 
many  obscure  actions  which  are  going  on  in 
the  animal  economy,  and  in  particular,  to 
fix  the  doctrine  of  spinal  distortion  upon  a 
simple  and  lasting  foundation." 

It  would  be  an  unwarrantable  display  of 
false  tenderness  to  the  writer,  to  use  any  of 
the  terms  that  are  commonly  employed  to 
describe  the  writings  of  medical  men,  to 
give  a  character  to  this  passage  ;  it  will, 
however,  be  doing  him  justice,  to  use  a 
term  that  is  well  understood  in  a  neigh- 
bouring country,  when  they  say  a  thing  is 
all  botheration ;  or  if  he  should  prefer  an 
English  explanation,  I  would  say,  the  whole 
is  a  tissue  of  vulgar  impudence  that  has  no 
foundation  in  truth,  and  has  been  used  to 
confound  those  who  only  wish  to  know  the 
plain  meaning  of  plain  words.  This  being 
the  case,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to  pay 
much  attention  to  the  writings  of  this  per- 
son, at  a  future  period,  I  shall  only  endea- 
vour, at  present,  to  show  what  are  the  real 
effects  of  dancing,  that  those  who  are  inte- 
rested in  understanding  it,  may  see  how  lit- 
tle this  person  knows  about  the  matter. 

Daneing,  as  it  will  now  be  considered, 
roust  be  divided  into  two  kinds  ;  and,  as  the 
difference  between  them  hss  not  been  very 
carefully  examined,  I  shall  say  something 
upon  the  history  and  peculiarities  of  each. 

When  the  ministry  of  Louis  XIV.  found 
that  they  could  not  subject  the  different  na- 
tions of  Europe  to  his  arms,  they  determin- 
ed, and  were  more  successful  in  the  attempt, 
to  obtain  superiority  over  those  nations  in 
the  practice  of  those  arts  which  increased 
the  knowledge,  the  comforts,  and  even  the 
amusements  of  mankind.  Besides  other 
arts,  they  paid  much  attention  to  music  and 
dancing;  they  even  founded  a  Royal  Aca- 
demy of  Dancing,  in  which  that  art,  and 
everything  that  related  to  it,  was  taught  in 
the  most  perfect  manner ;  it  was  raised  to 
the  dignity  of  a  science ;  and  being  always 
so  considered,  became  one  of  the  most 
favoured  and  mo6t  universal  amusements  of 
the  people. 

As  France  took  the  lead  among  the  na- 
tions of  Europe,  in  all  the  elegant  arts,  of 


which  the  habits  of  the  people  made  them 
think  dancing  the  most  important;  and  as 
the  French  were  accounted  the  most  polish- 
ed nations  in  Kurope,  the  French  dances 
were  adopted  by  all  who  were  desirous  of 
emulating  or  imitating  them.  In  England 
they  became  universal.  They  were  not 
only  adopted  as  the  favourite  amusement  of 
the  most  polished  circles,  by  whom  they 
were  not  only  considered  as  a  pleasing 
amusement,  but  as  being  conducive  to 
health,  and  to  the  improvement  of  the 
figure  of  those  who  practised  them.  The 
change  of  modern  fashions  in  this  country, 
substituted  others  for  the  dances  of  the 
French  ;  and  those  which  have  been  substi- 
tuted, have  less  desirable  properties  than 
those  whichl  preceded  them.  The  writer 
whose  opinion  I  have  quoted,  and  some 
others,  have  represented  dancing  as  inju- 
rious to  the  health  of  its  votaries  ;  and  as  it 
will  always  be  a  favourite  amusement 
while  mankind  are  what  they  now  are,  it 
will  be  an  acceptable  service  to  show  that 
the  opinion  which  has  now  been  mentioned, 
is  erroneous ;  and  this  cannot  be  done  in 
any  way  so  effectually,  as  by  tracing  its 
principles  to  their  very  foundation,  which 
some  peculiar  circumstances  will  enable  ma 
to  do  very  effectually. 

In  the  year  1782,  or  1783,  the  managers 
of  the  Italian  Opera  introduced  at  tbeiv 
theatre  a  number  of  French  dancers  of  the 
very  first  class ;  their  performances  were 
very  superior  to  anything  that  had  been 
seen  in  this  country  before,  and  excited  a 
great  sensation  in  all  those  persons  who 
attended  the  theatre.  The  late  Mr.  Birch 
was  of  the  number  ;  his  professional  pur- 
suits induced  him  to  examine  what  he  saw, 
with  ideas  that  were  connected  with  his 
profession ;  to  gratify  those  ideas,  he  had 
formed  an  intimacy  with  Madame  Simonet, 
who  was  the  principal  female  dancer  of  that 
group  whose  performances  were  then  so 
popular,  that  be  might,  as  he  said,  get  from 
her  some  knowledge  of  the  secrets  of  her 
profession.  I  was  familiarly  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Birch  ;  and  as  he  knew  what 
were  the  objeots  of  my  pursuit,  he  intro- 
duced me  to  Madame  Simonet ;  she  told  us 
all  that  we  wished  to  know ;  and,  in  Air. 
Birch's  drawing-room,  she  explained,  by 
exhibiting  in  her  own  person,  every  action 
that  she  had  described :  by  the  information 
which  I  obtained  in  this  manner,  I  acquired 
a  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  which  I 
shall  communicate,  and  which  I  trust  will 
now  be  found  useful. 

Madame  Simonet  told  us,  that  in  the 
French  Academy,  where  she  was  educated 
for  her  profession,  all  the  pnpils,  before 
they  were  permitted  to  sitempt  to  dance, 
were  completely  instructed  in  what  she 
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syatem  ef  exercises,  which  endued  ell  their  i  case  of  the  lege,  were  practised  with  every 


limbs  with  strength,  firmness,  elasticity, 
and  activity ;  wben  they  had  acquired  these 
properties,  to  a  proper  degree,  they  began 
to  dance ;  she  not  only  told  us  this,  but 
showed  us  how  she  had  herself  been  taught 
to  practise  these  exercises. 

She  successively  learned  to  stand  fiat  and 
firm  upon  both  her  feet,  with  her  legs  quite 
straight,  and  the  whole  of  her  person  quite 
upright,  but  not  stiff;  then  to  lift  one  foot 
from  the  ground,  aud  keep  it  so,  for  some 
time,  without  moving  any  part  of  her  body  ; 
she  then  replaced  that  footon  the  ground, and 
raised  the  other  iu  the  same  manner.  These 
simple  actions  were  repeated  till  the  pupils 
were  quite  familiar  with  them ;  they  were 
then  directed  to  keep  the  body  quite  erect, 
but  not  stiff,  and,  bearing  firmly  upon  one 
leg,  to  raise  the  other  from  the  ground, 
gradually  and,  slowly,  by  bending  lite  thigh 
at  its  junction  with  the  pelvis,  at  the  same 
time  inakiug  the  knee  straight,  and  point- 
ing the  toe  to  its  proper  extent,  but  no  more. 
The  foot,  after  it  had  been  kept  in  this 
state  for  some  time,  was  returned  to  the 
ground  from  whence  it  was  taken,  aud  the 
other  foot  treated  in  the  same  manner : 
when  quite   familiarised  to  these  actions, 
they  were  directed  to  walk  (march,  as  some 
people  will  call  it)  slowly,  performing  the 
same  motions  with  the  feet  alternately. 

The  next  lesson  was  to  keep  the  foot 
turned  out  to  a  proper  extent  at  the  ancle- 
joint,  (a  circumstance  which  will  he  par. 
ticularly  explained  in  another  place,)  to 
raise  the  foot  more  than  is  necessary  in 
walking,  keeping  the  toe  pointed,  the  knee 
straight,  but  making  a  semicircular  motion 
with  the  hip-joint,  so  as  to  turn  the  to* 
outwards,  and  carry  it  round  and  backwards 
as  far  as  the  natural  flexion  of  the  hip-joint 
will  allow  it  to  go  :  these  motions  should  be 
made  by  each  leg,  first  moving  the  toe  for- 
wards and  rouud  till  it  was  carried  hack- 
wards,  and   then  throwing  the  foot  out 
backwards,  and  bringing  it  gradually  round, 
till  it  is  placed  upon  the  ground  in  the  front. 
These  may  be  called  the  elementary  mo- 
tions of  the  legs ;  and  this  mode  of  exer- 
cising them  may,  not  unaptly,  be  called  the 
rudiments  of  muscular  action,  as  it  should 
be  used  in  the  practice  of  dancing. 

When  the  pupils  were  quite  familiarised 
to  perform  all  the  simple  motions  of  the 
legs,  with  the  greatest  ease  and  activity, 
they  were  again  directed  to  stand  upright, 
with  the  feet  close  together,  the  body  firm, 
erect,  and  motionless  upon  the  pelvis;  aud, 
in  this  situation,  they  were  directed  to  give 
every  motion  to  the  arms  and  to  the  body, 
without  stooping,  that  the  natural  structure 
of  the  joints,  and  the  natural  actions  of  the 
muscles,  would  admit  of.   These,  as  ia  the 


variation,  till  they  were  quite  familiarised 
to  them  ;  they  then  were  qualified  to  go  to 
what  may  be  called  their  finishing  exercise; 
that  consisted  in  placing  themerlves  in  any 
attitude  they  were  directed  to,  at  the  in- 
stant the  direction  was  given,  and  to  change 
from  that  to  any  other,  however  opposite 
it  might,  to  the  uniniated  observer,  appear 
to  be.  To  such  observers,  these  attitudes 
mii;ht  have  appeared  to  be  strained,  or 
painful ;  but  they  were  not  so,  because  the 
previous  exercises  had  enabled  the  pupils 
to  perform  them  at  once,  as  military  men 
perform  their  manoeuvres  at  the  woid  of 
command,  and  therefore  do  with  precision 
what  they  could  not  have  done  at  all  if  they 
had  not  been  so  instructed.  When  the  pu- 
pils had  acquired  the  power  of  performing 
all  these  exercises  with  due  precision,  they 
be^an  to  practise  dancing,  at  which  we 
shall  leave  them,  while  we  stop  to  observe, 
that  these  preparatory  exercises  being  fol- 
lowed steadily  by  young  people  till  they 
became  natural  to  them,  being  necessarily 
kept  in  constant  use  by  their  professional 
pursuits,  fixed  upon  them  peculiarities  that 
accompauied  them  through  life,  viz.,strength, 
activity,  and  health  to  extreme  old  age.  Of 
these  facts  I  can  produce  many  examples, 
but  will  only  particularise  two,  which  have 
had  much  notoriety. 

Gnrrick,  after  the  peace  of  1758,  deter- 
mined to  improve  the  entertainments  of  bis 
theatre  by  introducing  better  dancing  than 
had  been  seen  there  ;  in  attempting  to  exe- 
cute this  scheme,  he  engaged  a  number  of 
foreign  dancers,  the  principal  of  which  was 
Noverre,  who  was  accounted  the  best  mai- 
tre  de  ballet  at  that  time  in  being.  He 
was  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  had  been 
educated  for  his  profession  in  the  Royal 
Academy  at  Paris,  and  all  his  professional 
practice  was  founded  upon  the  French  prin- 
ciples.   The  public,  or  the  party  that  called 
itself  by  that  spurious  name,  took  offence 
at  the  introduction  of  so  many  foreigners 
immediately  on  the  termination  of  the  war  ; 
and,  as  Foote  whimsically  explained  it,  de- 
termined that  no  Swiss  or  Italian  dancers 
should  be  employed  on  the  English  stages, 
ftecause  they  hated  the  French.    Parties  were 
made   to  interrupt  the  performance,  tore 
down  the  interior  of  the  theatre,  and  the 
unfortunate  foreigners  were  driven  out  to 
seek  their  fortune  wherever  it  could  be 
found.    Most  of  them  became  teachers  of 
dancing  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
and  ended  their  days  here.  Noverre  was  the 
principal  of  these.  He  was  engnged  as  ballet 
master  by  Garrick,  upon  the  destruction  of 
whose  undertaking,  Noverre  became  a  teacher 
of  dancing  of  the  first  rank  in  London,  where 
he  ended  his  days  in  that  employment.  I 
knew  him  well  in  his  old  age  ;  he  was  under 
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the  middle  site,  lively,  active,  and  with  the 
general  manners  of  an  accomplished  French 
gentleman  of  that  time.  In  this  condition 
he  lived  to  a  great  age,  I  think  past  the 
age  of  eighty  ;  yet  no  one  who  saw  him  in 
public,  or  mixed  with  him  in  society,  with- 
out knowing  the  fact,  could  have  thought 
him  to  be  more  than  sixty  years  old. 

The  late  Mrs.  Gnrrick  was  a  German, 
I  think  a  native  of  Vienna ;  she  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Academy  at  Paris,  to  qualify 
her  for  the  profession  of  a  stage  dancer, 
which  she  practised  ia  London,  with  great 
applause,  for  several  years.  On  her  mar- 
riage with  Mr.  Garrick  she  quitted  the 
sta^e,  and  retired  into  the  ease  and  ele- 
gance of  private  life.  She  enjoyed  an  uni- 
formly good  state  of  health,  wiib  as  much 
of  the  elegance  of  her  figure  as  old  age  and 
nature  could  admit,  together  with  complete 
erectneas  and  activity,  to  the  end  of  her 
days.  She  frequently  went,  without  a  com- 
panion, to  her  own  box  at  the  theatre,  and, 
on  the  last  morning  of  her  life,  she  ordered 
her  box  to  be  prepared  for  that  evening  as 
usual ;  but,  when  the  time  came  to  dress, 
she  was  unexpectedly  taken  ill,  and,  instead 
of  going  to  tbe  theatre,  laid  down  in  her  bed 
and  died  that  night,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
nine  years. 

These  two  examples  of  a  centinarian  and 
octogenarian  of  this  profession,  passing  in 
health  to  the  extreme  verge  of  human  life, 
may,  so  far  as  age  is  concerned,  be  thought 
satisfactory  proofs  of  the  healthiness  of  this 
practice  ;  but  I  have,  through  life,  been  ac- 
customed to  see  many  persons  of  the  same 
profession  ;  I  have  communicated  my  own 
observations  to  many  others,  and  all  have 
agreed  in  remarking,  that  those  who  follow 
this  profession  have,  very  generally,  excel- 
lent health,  which  very  many  of  them  carry 
into  extreme  old  age.  This  indisputable 
fact  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  supposing, 
that  the  preparatory  exercises  which  these 
persons  go  through,  are  a  modification  of 
what  I  have  called  regulated  muscular  ten- 
sion, or  action,  and  the  early  and  constant 
practice  of  which  lays  a  firm"  foundation  for 
that  high  health  which  accompanies  them 
through  life.  It  is  upon  the  same  principle 
only  that  we  can  account  for  the  fact,  that 
soldiers  are  well-formed,  and  always  healthy,  I 
unless  they  are  made  otherwise  by  accident 
or  disease.  I  have  never  seen  a  soldier  with  i 
spinal  curvature,  or  other  personal  defor- 1 
mity,  or  a  stage  dancer,  of  either  sex,  with 
a  deformed  person  ;  it  is,  perhaps,  impossi- 
ble that  such  things  should  exist,  for  the 
plain  reason,  that  the  exercises  which  they 
begin  to  practise  early  in  life,  and  continue 
regularly  through  its  whole  course,  render 
t  impossible  for  them  to  become  so. 

The  inference  that  is  to  be  drawn  from 


these  incontrovertible  facts  is,  that  if  we, 

in  very  early  life,  teach  young  children  to 
practise  similar  exercises,  and  follow  them 
steadily  afterwards,  we  shall  confirm  them 
in  excellent  health,  and  prevent  the  acces- 
sion of  those  evils  which  so  often  cause 
deformity  to  the  figure,  and  destruction  to 
the  constitution,  at  later  periods  of  life.  I 
do  not  propose  to  make  every  boy  a  soldier, 
or  every  girl  a  dancer  upon  the  stage,  but 
to  adopt  tbe  principles,  by  the  application 
of  which  those  persons  are  trained,  to  the 
successful  practices  of  their  several  occupa- 
tions, and  so  to  modify  them,  that  they  may 
qualify  other  classes  of  society  to  follow 
iheir  different  pursuits  with  equal  success  ; 
and  I  am  not  without  hopes,  that  this  un- 
dertaking will  contribute  something  to- 
wards producing  this  desirable  effect. 

As  I  have  said  that  so  much  advantage 
may  be  gained  by  the  practice  of  dancing, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  add,  that  that  obser- 
vation is  only  true  so  far  as  it  is  applied  to 
that  dancing  which  has  been  exclusively 
practised  by  the  French,  or  by  those  who 
have  received  it  directly  from  them.  There 
are  other  modes  of  dancing,  which  have  no 
advantage  over  common  exercise,  and  some 
that  are  almost  as  injurious  to  the  health 
and  figure  as  common  tumbling,  or  the  gym- 
nastic exercises  ;  of  these  I  shall  treat  in 
their  turn,  but  shall  now  proceed  to  con- 
sider the  F ranch  dances,  and  their  effects. 

The  principal  dance  of  the  French  was 
what  they  called  "  Le  Grand  Ballet  Hero- 
ique  ;"  it  was  always  founded  upon  some 
story  of  ancient  history,  or  mythology,  and 
in  the  representation  of  it  were  employed 
all  the  powers  of  painting,  music,  and 
scenery,  as  well  as  such  acting  in  dumb- 
show  as  they  chose  to  apply  to  it ;  but 
what  observations  are  now  made  upon  it 
will  be  confined  to  their  dancing  only.  The 
dance  that  was  next  in  importance  was  the 
**  Ballet  Comique,  ou  n  demi  caractere 
the  personages  and  practices  that  were  re- 
presented in  them  approached  more  nearly 
to  the  characters  and  manners  of  ordinary 
life.  These  dances  were  executed  upon  the 
stage  to  amuse  the  public.  Their  favourite 
dances,  far  private  amusement,  were  the 
minuet,  cotillion,  allemande,  and  other 
dances,  which  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
notice  at  this  time. 

It  need  not  be  denied,  that,  in  those 
times,  what  were  called  the  polished  man- 
ners of  elegant  society,  were  tinctured  with 
a  decree  of  formality,  which  no  longer  ex- 
ists in  the  members  of  any  class  ;  this  ex- 
tended even  to  their  amusements.  Their 
favourite  minuet  was  so  constructed,  as  to 
make  it  contain  every  motion  that  could  be 
used  by  elegant  persons',  in  the  superior 
ranks  of  society  j  as  a  necessary  consequence 
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of  this,  it  was  always  thought  that  the  most  I  cate  the  knowledge  of  these  exercises  to 


effectual  way  to  acquire  the  manners  of  ele 
gant  society,  was  to  lesrn  to  dance  the 
minuet  at  a  very  early  period  of  life,  and  to 
learn  to  dance  it  well. 

This  being  the  case,  all  who  desired  to  be 
elegant  in  their  persons  or  manners,  em- 
ployed much  time  in  acquiring  that  accom- 
plishment, and  it  became  an  axiom  in  all 


those  they  teach  to  dance,  but  only  parrot 
them  into  the  practice  of  such  dances  as  they 
teach  ;  but  even  that  imperfect  method  of 
teaching  fixes  upon  the  pupils  so  much  of  the 
good  effects  of  the  French  preparatory  exer- 
cises, as  will  justify  the  generally  received 
opinion,  that  for  a  young  person  to  learn  to 
dance,  is  a  very  effectual  way  to  improve 


the  superior  ranks  of  society,  thai  the  danc-  j  the  form  of  their  persons,  as  well  as  other 


ing-master  was  the  best  teacher  of  polished 
manners.  That  he  taught  the  best  way  that 
was  then  known  of  giving  the  most  elegant 
form  to  the  female  figure,  according  to  the 
practice  and  opinions  of  that  time,  is  cer- 
tainly true,  but  though  it  was  equally  true 
that  the  health,  as  well  as  the  form  of  those 
who  used  it,  was  improved  by  the  practice, 
this  fact  was  neither  known  nor  cared 
about. 

Fashion  has  caused  the  minuet  to  be  laid 
aside,  and  dancing  of  a  more  questionable 
nature  to  be  adopted  in  its  stead  ;  as,  being 
necessarily,  by  my  professional  pursuits, 


advantages  that  are  connected  with  it. 

llaviug  said  so  much  of  the  advantages 
of  practising  dancing  upon  the  French  prin- 
ciples, it  will  be  proper  to  show  that  other 
modes  of  dancing  do  not  produce  the  same 
effects. 

I  would  say,  that  the  dancing  which  is 
here  attributed,  exclusively,  to  the  French, 
when  it  is  skilfully  taught  and  carefully 
practised,  gives  to  those  who  do  practise  it 
with  skill — -strength,  agility,  and  grace. 
When  this  practice  is  begun  early  in  life, 
and  regularly  continued,  it  contributes  great- 
ly to  the  permanent  health  and  longevity 


compelled  to  think  much  upun  this  subject,  i  of  those  who  do  practise  it ;  while  all  the 
J  naturally  formed  opinions  of  my  own  with  other  modes  of  dancing  which,  so  far  as  I 
respect  to  it.  I  was  willing  to  know  if 1  know,  are  practised  among  civilised  nations, 
those  opinions  were  similar  to,  or  different  |  require  great  exertions  of  strength  and  ac- 
from,  those  which  were  entertained  by  1  tivity,  but  which  produce  debility,  and  lead 
others.  To  determine  this  point,  1  request-  j  to  early  decrepitude  and  premature  old  age. 
ed  a  friend  to  obtain  for  me  the  answer,  in  !  As  proofs  may  be  produced  to  establish  the 


writing,  to  some  questions  which  I  put,  in 
the  same  manner,  to  a  gentleman  who  is  a 
very  eminent  teacher  of  dancing,  and  who 
is  well  acquainted  with  what  was  done  in 
the  old,  as  well  as  in  the  modern,  school 
of  his  art,  and  this  is  the  answer  1  have  re- 
ceived : — 

"  The  principles  of  the  art  of  dancing  are 
exactly  what  they  were,  but  the  style  is 
changed  from  the  Scotch  to  the  French  ; 
the  quadrilie  and  the  waltz  appear  the  rage 
of  the  day,  and,  as  far  as  fashion  is  concern- 
ed, we  are  slaves. 

"  I  consider  the  minuet  the  best  basis  to 
ground  the  pupils  on,  and  they  still  are 
sometimes  danced  ;  and  could  1  have  my 


truth  of  this  doctrine,  I  shall  be  excused 
for  going  into  some  details. 

W  hen  Garrick  determined  to  introduce 
superior  dancing  upon  his  stage,  he  was 
aware  of  the  prejudice  that  existed  in  the 
minds  of  the  gallery  part  of  his  audience, 
at  least,  agaiust  every  thing  that  was  French, 
and  therefore  was  careful  to  employ  no 
French  performers,  nor  any  foreigners  but 
Swiss,  Germans,  and  Italians.  This  cau- 
tion, however,  did  not  save  his  scheme 
from  destruction.  As  all  his  foreign  dancers 
were  turned  adrift,  they  became  teachers  of 
dancing :  this  gave  to  those  who  hod  mo- 
tives  for  making  observations,  abundant 
opportunities  for  doing  so.    Though  these 


own  will,  in  this  case,  all  my  pupils  should  instructors  taught  their  scholars  to  dunce 
dance  the  minuet.  But  little  is  required  the  minuet,  and  other  French  dances,  their 
of  a  teacher  of  dancing  at  the  present  "day  ;  manner  was  always  decidedly  inferior  to 


a  few  quadrille  steps,  and  the  usual  atten 
lion  to  personal  manner  and  style,  bein^  all 
that  is  necessary,  except  to  comply  with  the 
whims  and  caprices  of  the  public,  which  I 
consider  the  difiicult  part  of  the  business." 

This  gentleman's  opinion,  so  far  as  it 
goes,  agrees  entirely  with  my  own  ;  but  it 
is  necessary  to  add,  that  the  great  superio- 
rity of  the  French  professors  of  dancing 
over  all  others,  is  caused  by  their  early  and 
long  practice  of  the  preparatory  exercises, 
which  are  always  practised  in  their  academy, 
and  which  give  them  strength  and  activity  su- 
perior to  all  others  who  practise  the  same  art 
Those  who  teach  dancing  do  not  communi- 


that  of  the  French.  The  reasou  for  this  dif- 
ference was,  that  the  Italians  never  under- 
stood, or  practised,  the  preparatory  exer- 
cises which  gave  to  the  French  dancers  the 
firmness  of  motion,  as  well  as  strength  and 
activity,  which  was  so  visible  iu  all  their 
movements.  The  Italians  had  nothing  of 
this  quality  ;  their  strength  was  labour ; 
when  forced  into  activity,  it  became  hard 
labour,  and  soon  ended  in  debility,  both  in 
those  who  were  instructed  hv  them,  and  in 
the  teachers  themselves.  Of  this,  many 
examples  may  be  given  ;  but  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  one.  All  the  dancers  that  were 
introduced  by  Garrick  t)  execute  blade- 


Digitized  by  Google 


■ 


453 


MR.  SHELDRAKE  ON  DANCING, 


sign,  which  was  terminated  so  unfortu 
nutely  for  his  property,  were  either  Swiss, 
Garment,  or  Italians.  The  principal  of  these 
was  Gallini :  he  was  an  Italian,  and  ac- 
counted the  best  professional  dancer  in  his 
own  country.  The  unfortunate  termination 
of  Garrick's  project,  prevented  the  public 
exhibition  of  any  talents  that  he  might  pos- 
sess ;  but  he  commenced  private  teacher; 
he  married  the  sister  of  a  nobleman,  and,  by 
means  of  that  connexion,  passed  his  life  in 
teaching  in  the  first  class  of  society.  I 
knew  him  well  in  hie  latter  time  ;  he  was  a 
stupid,  clumsy  old  man,  and  resembled  a 
Jew  old-clothesman  more  than  a  teacher  of 
dancing.  1  was  acquainted  with  several  of 
liis  countrymen,  who  were  of  the  same  pro- 
fession, who  came  into  England  at  the  same 
time  with  Gallini,  and,  like  him,  soon  be- 
came decrepid  old  men.  The  cause  of  this 
difference  between  them  and  the  French  is 
evident.  The  preparatory  exercises,  in  which 
the  French  dancers  were  thoroughly  prac- 
tised in  very  early  life,  gave  to  their  bodies 
and  limbs  strength  and  firmness,  which  fixed 
upon  their  constitutions  properties  that 
carried  them  through  the  fatigues  of  their 
profession,  and  left  their  impression  upon 
them,  even  to  extreme  old  age ;  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  military  exercises 
give  to  the  recruit  the  power  of  performing 
military  duties,  which  other  men  cannot 
go  through  ;  and  when,  at  last,  age  does 
disable  them  from  performing  those  duties, 
the  course  through  which  they  have  passed 
their  lives,  still  leaves  them  active,  vigorous 
old  men. 

But  the  Italians  neither  knew  nor  prac- 
tised those  preparatory  exercises ;  they 
began  to  learn  their  art,  if  it  may  be  so 
called,  as  labourers  apply  to  the  practices  of 
ordinary  labour  ;  like  ordinary  labourers,  as 
their  natural  strength  increased,  they  in- 
creased their  exertion,  and  actually  did 
more  work,  as  it  may  truly  be  called,  so 
long  as  their  strength  lasted;  but  when 
that  failed,  as,  for  want  of  preparation,  it 
always  will  do,  the  accession  of  debility 
and  decrepitude  always  ensued  in  very 
early  life,  at  least  what  msy  with  propriety 
be  called  so,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  vi- 
gorous old  age  to  which  the  other  classes 
of  persons,  that  have  been  mentioned,  ge- 
nerally arrived. 

The  truth  of  what  has  now  been  said, 
may  be  demonstrated  by  producing  some 
examples  that  have  been  well  known.  When 
dancing  was  one  of  the  principal  public 
amusements  of  the  superior  classes  of  so- 
ciety, the  managers  of  our  theatres  collected 
every  thing  of  that  kind  that  would  interest 
their  audiences.  In  those  times  we  fre- 
quently saw  French  and  Italian  dancers  I 
engaged  in  the  same  performances,  and! 


upon  the  stage  at  the  same  time ;  and  the 
contrast  was  perfectly  ludicrous. 

The  French  dancer  almost  flew  about 
the  stage  with  the  velocity  of  a  bird;  so 
that  the  eyes  of  the  spectator  could  scarcely-, 
see  the  motion  of  each  foot  as  it  passed  be- 
fore the  other,  and  certainly  could  not  hear 
the  sound  as  it  struck  upon  the  boards.  In 
her  progress,  she  produced  attitudes  the 
most  elegant  and  the  most  graceful  that 
could  be  imagined,  and  that  the  uniostructed 
spectator  could  not  even  attempt  to  imitate, 
though  most  ineffectually,  without  making 
the  greatest  exertions  ;  and,  therefore,  it 
might  be  supposed  that  the  dancer  made  the 
most  painful  exertions  to  produce  those 
attitudes  in  her  performance  ;  but  this  was 
a  great  mistake. 

Although  the  exertions  that  were  made 
by  these  persons  were  really  wonderful,  the 
preparatory  exercises  which  gave  them  the 
power  to  use  each  limb,  and  almost  each 
muscle,  by  whose  actions  these  motions  wera 
performed  with  so  much  apparent  ease,  that 
amidst,  and  after  the  greatest  exertions,  the 
breathing  of  the  dancer  did  not  seem  to  be 
either  accelerated  or  deranged.  When  the , 
Italians  came  on  the  stage,  they  began 
their  movements  slowly,  and  increased  them 
gradually,  passed  into  a  Btate  of  laborious 
activity,  and  soon  seemed  to  be  sinking  un- 
der excessive  fatigue.  The  most  striking 
proof  of  this  difference  between  the  two  sets 
of  dancers,  was  perceived  when  the  grand 
ballet  heroique  of  Medea  and  Jason  was  per* 
formed.  Jason  was  personated  by  the  elder 
Vestris :  he  was  a  tall,  well-made  old  man, 
more  than  sixty  years  of  age  ;  all  his  move- 
ments were  graceful  in  the  very  highest 
degree.  Medea  was  represented  with  great 
effect  by  Madame  Simonet,  sod  the  younger 
Vestris  had  a  character  that  was  introduced 
into  the  piece,  to  display  his  peculiarly  light 
and  elegant  style  of  dancing.  These  threa 
persons  displayed  the  most  perfect  specimens 
of  their  art  that  have  been,  and,  perhaps,  we 
may  be  excused  for  saying,  that  can  be  seen ; 
and  the  effect  which  their  performances  pro- 
duced upon  the  public  mind  will  not  easily 
be  forgotten  by  those  who  witnessed  them. 

The  managers  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre, 
according  to  ancient  custom,  endeavoured  to 
turn  the  performance  at  the  rival  house 
in  to  ridicule,  by  producing  a  mock  heroic  bal- 
let, founded  upon  the  story  of  Mother  Ship- 
ton,  in  which  they  burlesqued  every  inci- 
dent and  every  motion  that  was  displayed 
iu  the  rival  ballet-  Delpini,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  clown,  burlesqued  the  dancing  of 
the  younger  Vestris,  and  he  did  it  most  ef- 
fectually ;  his  agility  was  equal  to  the  agility 
of  Vestris,  but  of  very  different  quality,  for 
it  had  not  a  particle  of  grace  :  in  mere 
strength,  he  was,  perhaps,  superior,  but  in 
using  it,  bis  exertions  amounted  to  great 
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labour,  for  he  jumped  about  so  at  to  shake  1 

the  boards,  as  if  he  weie  thumping  them  with  I 
two  pestles  aad  mortars :  it  was  perfect  cu- j 
ricature,  but  he  oould  not  do  otherwise. ;  it ; 
was  the  style  of  dancing  which  ho  jjad  been  ■ 
taught,  and  the  lasting  effect  it  h-*d  upon  his  { 
person  in  his  latter  days  was  n«  visible  as  I 
the  effect  which  similar  exercises  have  since 
produced  upon  poor  GriinaldK  before  he 
was  fifty  years  of  age,  he  was  a  aecreuid  old 
man  ;  it  is  more  than  forty  yea**  since  I  saw 
him  creeping  in  the  street,  as  if  he  could 
scarcely  more  one  foot  before  the  other,  and 
could  not  expect  to  live  but  a  very  short 
time.    1  thought  he  was  dead,  and  was 
greatly  surprised  to  read  in  the  newspapers, 
that  in  the  spriu£  of  this  year  he  died  at 
the  age  of  99  years !  .*>()  of  which  he  must 
have  passed  in  a  state  tbst  could  render  life 
but  vefy  little  desirable,  Vestris,on  the  con- 
trary, if  he  be  living,  is,  in  all  probability, 
enjoying  as  healthy  a^old  age  as  his  father, 
Aoverre,  Mrs.  Garrick,  and  others,  did  be- 
fore him ;  ns  that  a^ms  to  be  the  natural 
consequence  of  the  system  of  exercises 
which  they  steadily  pursued  from  their  very 
earliest  days. 

We  now  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  there 
are  two  systems  of  dancing,  neither  of  which 
can,  with  propriety,  be  called  unhealthy,  if 
that  term  is  applied  to  such  practices  as  have 
a  tendency  to  shorten  life,  but  one  of  which 
certainly  has  a  positive  effect  in  producing 
early  and  permanent  debility,  which  it  is 
certainly  desirable  that  all  should  endeavour 
to  avoid.    The  other,  which  I  have  called 
the  French  system,  because  it  is  founded  on 
practices  which  originated  with  the  teachers 
of  dancing  in  France,  has  a  direct  tendency 
to  increase  the  health  and  strength,  as  well 
as  the  elegance  of  form  in  those  who  adopt 
it :  it  is,  therefore,  to  be  hoped,  that  those 
whose  influence  leads  the  fashion  upon  such 
subjects,  will  induce  their  followers  to  adopt 
this  practice,  in  preference  to  all  others  that 
are  used  with  similar  intentions,  and,  above 
all  things,  to  avoid  the  gymnastic  exercises, 
which  will  prove,  in  their  consequences, 
the  most  pernicious  practices  that  have  yet 
been  invented,  under  the  pretence  of  im- 
proving the  health  or  beauty  of  the  human 
figure. 

As  I  do  not  enter  into  the  technicalities 
of  dancing,  I  might  here  take  leave  of  the 
subject ;  but  it  will  be  well  for  me  to  men- 
tion some  peculiarities  in  managing  the  legs 
and  feet,  which  it  is  proper  that  all  should 
attend  to. 

First,  the  feet  should  always  be  kept  di- 
rectly  under  the  legs,  and  not  to  allow  them 
to  turn  or  twist  beyond  what,  for  want  of  a 
better  term,  is  called  the  natural  form.  In 
this  state,  the  foot  has  its  greatest  motion 
directly  backwards  and  forwards ;  of  this 
motion,  the  greatest  use  is  made  in.  dancing. 


It  has,  likewise,  a  motion  in  the  ancle  joint ; 
it  is  made  by  turning  the  great  toe  inward?. 
The  foot  has  another  motion  at  the  ancle 
joint ;  it  is  made  by  turning  the  toe  out- 
wards.  As  much  and  serious  injury  is  often 
sustained  by  persons  who  do  not  understand 
the  structure  of  this  joint,  and  the  proper 
way  of  managing  it,  to  produce  the  effect 
that  they  desire,  it  will  be  well  to  explain  it 
here. 

If  a  person  stands  upright,  with  his  heels 
close  together,  and  his  toes  so  placed,  that  a 
perpendicular  line,  passing  through  the  mid- 
dle of  the  patella  down  the  leg  and  foot,  by 
the  inside  of  the  vgreat  toe,  his  feet  will  be 
in  the  strongest  position  it  is  possible  for 
them  to  take  ;  they  will  be  capable  of  mak- 
ing greater  exertions,  and  for  a  longer  por- 
tion of  time  than  they  can  make  in  any  other 
position.  This  is  the  position  in  which  the 
skaiter  places  his  foot,  when  lie  is  preparing 
to  strike  with  the  full  power  of  all  the  mus- 
cles of  his  thigh,  leg,  foot,  and  toes  ;  being 
prepared  for  this  action,  he  strikes,  with  all 
his  force,  the  itiside  of  his  great  toe  against 
the  ice,  and  thus  drives  himself  forward, 
while  he  stands  firmly  ujjou  his  other  foot. 

This  action  of  the  great  toe  is  likewise  of 
great  importance  in  dancing ;  the  dancer, 
indeed,  often  has  occasion  to  turn  his  toes 
outwards,  much  more  than  the  position  that 
has  been  described  ;  but  when  he  does  so, 
if  he  understands  how  he  should  proceed  to 
perform  it, he  keeps  his  foot  firmly  in  the  posi- 
tion that  has  been  mentioned,  and  turns  his, 
leg  outwards  by  the  hip-joint,  which  is  so 
formed,  that  it  is  one  of  the  strongest  of  the 
human  body ;  it  allowsof  more  motion, in  every 
direction,  than  any  other.  We  have  seen 
one  French  dancer,  who  was  so  completely 
master  of  himself  in  this  respect,  that  he 
stood  perpendicular  upon  the  great  toe  of 
one  foot,  bent  his  body  downwards  upon 
one  side,  and  raised  his  leg  on  the  other, 
and  thus  balanced  himself  in  the  form  of  a 
T  square,  and  in  that  situation  turned  bis 
pirouette  in  a  manner  that  was  really  most 
astonishing. 

Those  teachers  who  are  not  well  grounded 
in  the  rudiments  of  their  own  art,  or  ac- 
quainted with  the  structure  of  the  human 
body,  frequently  do  great  injury  to  their 
scholars,  by  forcing  the  feet  too  much  ;  as 
by  turning  out  the  toes,  they  twist  the  feet 
at  the  ancle  joints,  injure  the  ligaments, 
weaken  the  muscles,  and  produce  a  species 
of  lameness  that  is  more  difficult  to  cure 
than  any  other  that  I  am  acquainted  with. 
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With  a  view  to  put  phrenology  to  the 
test,  let  us  attempt  to  analyse  the  mind  of 
a  man  who  has  lived  in  our  own  times, 
whose  character,  both  public  and  private, 
is  well  known  to  many,  and  of  whose  head 
an  accurate  cast  may  be  obtained  by  any 
one  who  is  anxious  to  satisfy  himself  upon 
this  subject — I  mean  John  Thurtell.  I  shall 
here  avail  myself  of  an  able  and  most  inte- 
resting article,  "  on  the  cerebral  develop- 
ment and  dispositions  of  Thurtell,"  con- 
tained in  the  second  number  of  the  Phreno- 
logical Journal.  It  is  evident,  upon  look- 
ing at  the  cast  generally,  that  he  was  one 
of  that  class  of  persons  in  whom  the  organs 
of  the  animal  propensities  were  very  largely 
developed,  and  the  organs  of  the  sentiments 
also  considerable  in  size,  while  the  organs 
of  intellect  were  deficient  in  proportion  to 
the  others.  Such  individuals  are,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  the  creature*  of  circum- 
stances ;  and  the  phrenologist  would  expect 
to  find  in  their  couduct,  alternate  manifes- 
tations of  the  lower  propensities  in  great 
vehemence,  with  the  most  opposite  displays 
of  higher  and  better  feeling,  and  this  appears 
to  accord  .with  his  character.  It  was  indus- 
triously reported  in  the  newspapers  of  the 
day,  that  he  had  no  destructiveness,  yet  it 
appears,  that  of  the  heads  of  forty-three 
murderers,  in  a  collection  at  London,  five 
only  are  so  wide  at  destructiveness  as  Thur- 
tell. Cumbativeness  is  also  immense,  and 
no  murder  was  ever  committed  with  more 
daring.  Secretiveness  was  very  large,  and 
was  a  very  remarkable  part  of  his  character. 
His  cautiousness,  which  was  very  large,  was 
displayed  iu  the  pains  he  took  to  conceal 
the  murder,  to  hide  the  body,  to  remove  any 
risk  of  the  deed,  by  causing  Weare's  card 
to  be  left  at  Lord  Egremont's,  in  Sussex, 
about  the  time  he  murdered  the  man  in 
Hertfordshire.  Love  of  approbation  was 
very  large,  and  self-esteem  was  likewise 
large,  and  these  feelings  were  strongly  ma- 
nifested upon  many  occasions.  Benevo- 
lence also  is  fully  developed,  from  which 
a  phrenologist  would  infer,  says  Mr.  George 
Combe,  that  the  real  motive  of  the  crime 
was  revenge,  for  injuries  real  or  supposed, 
proceeding  from  wounded  self-esteem  and 
love  of  approbation,  united  with  destruc- 
tiveneas,  rather  than  a  blood-thirsty  desire 
of  murder,  or  of  simple  robbery.  It  is  well 
known,  indeed,  that  Thurtell,  with  all  his 
violence  and  dissipation,  was  a  kind-hearted 
man.  Equally  large  with  his  benevolence 
was  his  attachment ;  and  the  co-operation 
of  these  two  powerfully-developed  organs  I 


explains  some  of  the  favourable  traits  of  his 
character.  His  attachment  to  Hunt;  his 
distress  at  taking  leave  of  bis  brother  ;  his 
last  remembrances  to  his  own  family,  par- 
ticularly  to  his  mother,  prove  the  warmth 
of  his  attachments.  The  organ  of  imitation 
is  large,  and  it  is  said,  that  he  was,  at  one 
period,  attached  to  theatricals,  and  that  his 
imitations  of  Kean  were  above  mediocrity. 
But  I  must  refer  the  reader,  for  further  par- 
ticulars, to  the  publication  before  men- 
tioned,  as  an  attempt  to  delineate  his  entire 
character  would  occupy  too  large  a  space  in 
the  pages  of  The  Lancet.  There  is,  how- 
ever, another  feature  in  his  conduct,  so 
striking  as  to  make  it  worthy  of  particular 
notice,  I  mean  his  firmness,  the  organ  of 
which  was  very  large.  By  the  way,  I  can- 
not avoid  making  another  allusion  to  the 
very*  curious  and  most  erroneous  notion 
which  A  entertains  of  the  faculty  of 
firmness.  "  Firmness  of  conduct,"  says 
he,  "  (for  it  is  no  quality  of  the  mind)  can, 
arise  from  no  other  cause  than  the  excess, 
of  one  passion,  or  class  of  passions,  above 
some  other  passion,  or  class  of  passions. 
The  firmest  of  all  men  would  consequently 
be  he  who  had  but  one  passion  to  gratify, 
since  he  would  sternly  persevere  in  bis 
course  without  any  mental  conflict,  or  clash- 
ing of  emotions." 

According  to  this  novel  idea,  the  man 
who,  unfortunately,  has  some  predominating 
vicious  propensity  in  his  composition,  and 
in  the  indulgence  of  which  he  perseveres 
with  uoabating  ardour,  manifests  the  most 
decided  firmness.  To  attempt  a  refutation 
of  this  opinion  will  be  unnecessary ;  its  ab- 
surdity will  be  instantly  apparent,  if  we 
turn  our  ottention  to  that  peculiar  power  of 
the  mind  evinced  by  Thurtell.  His  was  a 
continued  manifestation  of  firmness,  says 
the  writer  alluded  to,  from  the  moment  of 
the  crime  to  the  moment  of  his  execution  : 
imperturbable  firmness,  such  as  would  have 
well  become  an  innocent  person.  Mo  pride, 
no  vanity,  uo  hope,  no  consciousness  of  in- 
nocence, could  have  given  him  this.  Con- 
sciousness of  innocence  he  had  not ;  hope 
he  might  have  had  during  his  trial,  but  not 
at  the  time  of  execution.  As  to  religious 
hope,  that  he  surely  had  not,  while  he 
uttered  the  most  palpable  untruths ;  and  at 
the  last,  certainly,  he  had  not  such  inten- 
sity of  religious  feeling  as  to  allow  us  to 
ascribe  his  firmness  to  his  fervent  hopes  of 
a  blessed  hereafter.  Neither  could  pride 
nor  vanity,  I  think,  have  given  him  firmness- 
at  parting  with  his  brother,  when  his  bene- 
volence and  adhesiveness  were  in  full  ope- 
ration. His  brother  was  so  affected,  that 
Thurtell  called  to  the  turnkey  to  tuke  him 
away  by  force ;  "  for  God's  sake  (said  Thur- 
tell) take  him  away,  for  he  unmans  roe." 
in,  truth,  firmness  is  a  distinct  attribute,  or 
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function  of  the  mind,  and  totally  inexplica- 
ble on  any  other  supposition.    A  person 
may  have  motives  enough  to  he  firm,  but 
may,  notwithstanding  this,  he  deficient  in 
firmness.    Thurtell  was  violent,  amicable, 
passionate,  and  very  kind  hearted,  yet  was 
prodigiously  firm.    "  1  was  convinced  (says 
the  same  wiiler)  that  firmness  was  a  dis- 
tinct power,  before  studying  phrenology,  j 
by  reading  Mr.  Forster's"  well- known  and 
justly-esteemed  essay  on  Decision  of  Cha-  { 
raoter.    Now,  if  die  organs  of  the  moral  j 
sentiments  had  been  very  greatly  deficient 
in  Thurtell,  those  of  the  animal  propensities 
remaining  as  large  as  they  are,  the  phreno- 
logical character  would  have  been  that  of  a 
fiend  ;  and  the  better  dispositions,  wliich 
he  actually  manifested,  would,  on  such  a 
supposition,  have  been  as  inexplicable  as 
the  murder  would  have  been,  if  destructive 
ness,  secretiveness,  and  firmness  had  been 
small.    I  will  otilv  add,  "  if  ever  head  con- 
firmed phrenology,  it  is  the  head  of  Thur- 
tell."   But,  perhaps,  phrenology  could  not 
more  effectually  be  put  to  the  test  than  it 
was  in  the  course  of  last  year,  by  the  fol- 
lowing experiment.    After  a  debate  on  the 
subject, in  a  Literary  Society  at  Chatham,  it 
was  agreed,  at  the  suggestion  of  one  of  the 
members,  that  the  skull  of  a  person,  with 
whose  previous  history  they  were  well  ac- 
quainted, should  be  forwarded  to  the  Lon- 
don Phrenological  Society,  with  a  request 
that  they-  would  inspect  it,  and  state  the 
opinion  entertained  of  its  development.  Dr. 
EUiotson  (the  President)  returned  an  an- 
swer, of  which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
tract : — 

"  I  take  it  for  granted,"  says  he,  *'  that 
the  deceased  was  of  sound  mind ;  hut,  to 
be  accurate,  we  should  likewise  know  how 
far  he  had  been  educated,  and  whether  his 
constitution  was  active  or  indolent.  Igno- 
rant of  these  particulars,  1  should  sny  that 
he  was  a  roan  of  excessively  strong  pas- 
sions ;  that  these  were  far  an  over-balance 
for  his  intellect ;  that  he  was  prone  to  great 
violence,  but  by  no  means  courageous  ;  that  he 
was  extremely  cautions  and  sly,  and  fond  of 
getting  ;  his  sexual  desires  must  have  been 
strong,  but  his  love  ofoffijrring  very  remark- 
able.   I  can  discover  no  good  quality  about 
him,  except  the  love  of  bis  children,  if  he 
had  any.  The  most  striking  iutelteduul  quality 
in  him,  I  should  think,  was  bis  wit.    'I  bis 
must  have  been  not  only  great,  but  probably 
of  a  dry  cast,    lie  might  also  have  been  a 
good  mimic." 

It  is  stated  in  reply,  that  Dr.  Elliotson's 
explanation  of  the  character  of  the  indivi- 
dual is  singularly  correct  in  every  particular; 
and,  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Lite- 
rary Society,  the  following  resolution  (on 
the  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joynes)  was 
unanimously  passed     "  That  the  charac- 


ter given  of  L.  by  Dr.  Elliotson,  from  the 
inspection  of  the  skull,  corresponds  so  ex- 
actly with  his  history,  that  it  is  impossible 
to  consider  the  coincidence  as  the  effect  of 
chance,  but  that  it  is  an  instance  which,  if 
supported  by  many  others,  affords  a  strong 
foundation  for  the  truth  of  phrenology." 

With  this  weight  of  evidence  before  us, 
I  am  surely  warranted  in  asserting,  that 
phrenology  affords  the  means  of  analysing 
every  variety  of  human  character. 

But  the  mental  apparatus  of  phreno- 
logists is  said,  by  A,  to  be  "  pome  times 
clumsy  from  its  excess  ;  at  other  times,  in- 
efficient  from  its  scantiness  ;"  and  that  it  in 
"  evidently  the  work  of  their  own  hands." 
Now,  this  is  a  most  unwarrantable  asser- 
tion ;  nay,  it  is  a  libel,  a  foul  and  malicious 
libel.  What  ground  has  A,  let  me  ask,  for 
imputing  to  the  phrenologists  conduct  so 
mean  and  so  dishonourable  1  What  right 
has  he  to  charge  them  with  manufacturing 
a  mental  apparatus,  and  then  foisting  it  upon 
the  world  as  the  work  of  Nature  herself! 
The  phrenologist  is  an  ardent  and  devoted 
lover  of  truth  ;  the  grand  object  of  his  pur- 
suit is  truth  ;  and  he  would  consider  that 
man  unworthy  the  name  of  phrenologist, 
who,  from  deficient  conscientiousness  and 
misguided  enthusiasm,  should  attempt  to 
practise  a  deception.  It  wos  only  by  a  long, 
laborious,  and  patient  search  after  truth, 
that  the  mental  apparatus,  with  which  A  ia 
so  much  dissatisfied,  was  discovered.  This 


mental  apparatus,  s( 


•au 


tiful  in  simplicity. 


so  admirable  in  arrangement,  and  so  won* 
derful  in  contrivance,  could  only  have  been 
the  work  of  that  Almighty  Power,  "  in 
whom  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  be- 
ing." Let  A  frankly  declare  that  he  baa 
diligently  pursued  the  same  mode  of  inves- 
tigation, and  let  him,  by  facts,  (not  by  so- 
phistry), subvert  the  ground  on  which 
phrenology  is  built ;  and  the  question  will 
be  then  set  at  rest  for  ever.  If  he  can  do 
this,  (and  I  most  earnestly  invite  him  to  the 
attempt,)  then  he  will  probably  favour  the 
world  with  a  more  rational  system  of  men- 
tal philosophy  than  has  ever  yet  appeared, 
and  thus  confer  an  eternal  obligation  on 
mankind.  For  myself  1  can  say,  with  great 
sincerity,  I  would  ever  feel  grateful  to  him 
for  the  boon.  "  Fas  est  et  ab  bo*le  doceri." 
Till  then,  however,  I  feel  myself  justified  in 
maintaining,  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Spurz- 
heim,  that  "  phrenology  is  a  new  system 
•»f  philosophy,  founded  on  observation  and 
induction,  and  on  the  invariable  laws  of 
Nature." 

I  nm,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Candiduj. 

Birmingham,  Dec,  1, 182?. 
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RICHMOND  HOSl'ITAL*— ©R.  M  DOWEL* 

To  thtE&UorofTn*  Lancet. 

*  Nothing  extenuate,  nor  set  down  aoght  in  malice." 

Sir, — Since  the  days  of  Junins,  the  cele- 
brity of  that  distinguished  writer  has  added 
a  dignity  to  anonymous  composition,  which 
has  served  to  raise  it  considerably  in  the 
scale  of  public  estimation.  It  has.  conse- 
quently, been  made  a  favourite  medium  for 
promulgating  those  opinions  which  it  might 
not  be  convenient  to  avow,  or  of  giving  to 
the  world  the  trembling  essay  of  some  new 
aspirant  for  literary  fame.  Whether  the 
object  may  be  to  expose  abuses  existing  in 
the  state,  or  the  humbler,  but  not  less  dan- 
gerous, employment  of  giving  an  impartial 
sketch  of  some  public  character,  a  fictitious 
signature  serves,  like  the  invisible  mantle 
alluded  to  by  one  of  your  co-respondents,  to 
protect  the  critic  equally  against  the  giant 
wrath  of  an  irritated  ministry,  or  the  en- 
mity of  a  relentless,  and,  perhaps,  too  pow- 
erful foe.  It  enables  the  writer  to  attack 
with  poignant  satire  the  public  misconduct 
of  individuals,  and  fearlessly  to  state  un- 
pleas  int  truths ;  or,  should  the  modesty 
whicli  always  accompanies  talent,  induce 
on  author  to  seek  retirement,  the  press-en - 
ables  him  to  venture  his  hark  upon  the  tide 
of  public  opinion ;  while,  at  the  same  time, 
it  enaures  the  object  of  his  hope  as  certainly 
from  the  blasts  of  prejudice  as  from  the 
mortifying  calms  of  neglect*  Such  advan- 
tages naturally  have  given  encouragement 
to  the  production  of  many  interesting  and 
amusing  publications.  Tracts,  letters,  and 
sketch's,  daily  issue  from  the  press  under 
various  disguises,  and  the  public  hsve  ad- 
mired the  imposing  eloquence  of  J.  K.  L., 
and  have  been  enlivened  by  the  wit  and 
vivacity  of  Eriuensis.  But,  Sir,  while  such 
are  the  perfections  of  anonymous  writing, 
like  every  thing  else,  its  very  advantages 
have  been  a  source  of  the  greatest  abuse. 
If  its  security  has  afforded  a  shelter  to  im- 
partial statements,  it  has  also  protected  the 
grossest  misrepresentation  ;  if  it  has  en- 
abled the  satirist  to  direct  an  unerring  shaft 
against  a  manifest  abuse,  it  has  also  given 
the  44  servile  press"  full  opportunity  for 
malignant  aspersions  ;  if  it  has  been  the 
means  of  affording  u  just  sketch  of  charac- 
ter, it  has  often  presented  a  deformed  pic- 
tute,  miserably  daubed,  to  suit  the  taste  of  a 
secret  enemy.  We  have  been  indebted  to 
it  for  a  reBned  and  polished  diction,  that  has 
called  for  admiration  and  commanded  re- 
spect ;  but  it  has  also  given  an  unrestrained 
latitude  to  a  vulgar  ribaldry,  that  has  only 
excited  disgust;  and,  while  we  have  been 
delighted,  nay,  electrified,  by  the  corrusca- 


tions  of  genuine  humour,  we  btve  been 
often  obliged  to  gaxe  in  pity  on  the  feeble 
twinklinga  of  at-Uool  wk.  Such  reflections 
at  once  present  themselves,  on  perusing 
one  of  these  Nothi  of  the  press,  calling  it- 
self Lennox.  The  dignity  of  name  often 
disguises  extreme  poverty.  It  affords  a 
just  specimen  of  the  compositions  with 
which  we  are  sometimes  inflicted.  At  a 
period  when  criticism  of  medical  men  has 
become  fashionable,  and  when  the  medical 
world  iead  with  avidity  the  «'  Sketches"  of 
Erinensis,  it  was  a  natural  supposition,  that 
an  offering  at  the  shrine  of  public  curiosity, 
would  be  graciously  received,  if  accompa- 
nied with  a  victim  of  sufficient  Talue  to  sa- 
tiste  its  appetite.  The  success  also  of  that 
lively  writer  might,  through  mistake,  bo 
sttributed  to  a  vitiated  taste  for  scandal, 
rather  than  the  originality  of  his  humour, 
Perhaps  a  lurking  desire  to  rival  a  favourite, 
might  have  prevailed  over  that  prudence 
which  ignorance  often  possesses,  and  the 
schoolboy's  maxim,  44  Vir  sapit  qui  pnuca 
loquitur,*'  in  a  moment  of  fancied  inspira- 
tion, might  have  been  altogether  forgotten. 
Such  a  combination  of  circumstances  would 
readily  explain  why  we  have  been  favoured 
with  the  lucubrations  of  Lennox. 

The  first  object  of  our  critic's  censure 
was  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  all  due  advantage 
had  been  taken  of  that  gentleman's  ill 
health,  to  attribute  the  occasional  inter- 
ruptions in  his  hospital  duties  to  negli- 
gence. His  misrepresentations  have  been 
already  sufficiently  exposed  ;  and  were  it 
not  that  a  gentleman's  character  had  been 
maligned,  who  is  as  yet  young  in  his  pro- 
fession, it  is  probable  Lennox  would  be 
permitted  to  exult  that  his  41  hints"  could 
meet  with  no  reply.  44  His  next  mark  is 
Dr.  Ephraim  M4  Dowel,"  and  a  proper  in- 
terval has  been  allowed  for  44  astonishment 
at  the  gentleman's  daring"  to  subside,  (we 
have  scarcely  yet  recovered  from  our  sur- 
prise,) and  perhaps  to  subdue  the  tumult, 
which  extasy  must  have  excited  within  a 
fevered  imagination,  at  the  44  lively  emo- 
tions" whicli  bis  first-born  produced**  within 
the  walls  of  the  several  establishments  con- 
nected with  the  Richmond  Hospital."  His 
portrait  of  this  gentleman  was  what  might 
naturally  have  been  expected  :  a  feeble 
mimicry  of  the  descriptive  powers  of  Eri- 
nensis—44 qui  ridiculus  minus  illo an 
unintelligible  jest,  and  a  selection  of  lan- 
guage which  proves  a  more  intimate  study 
of  the  dictionary  of  Grose  than  of  Johnson, 
form  its  principal  features ;  the  whole  drawn 
with  sufficient  candour  to  place  out  of  view 
such  facts  as  might  be  considered  praise- 
worthy, and  to  colour,  in  strong  relief, 
circumstances  which  he  imagined  would 
stain  Dr.  M' Dowel's  character.  We  shall 
suffer  his  picture  to  remain  untouched;  an 
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attempt  tt  correction  might  destroy  its 
beauty. 

A  simple  review  of  Dr.  M'Dowel's  con- 
duct, since  his  connexion  with  Richmond 
Hospital,  may  enable  us,  however,  to  ap- 
preciate its  value.  A  long  experience  in 
the  instruction  of  students,  had  previously 
made  him  aware  of  many  defects  in  the 
routine  of  hospital  attendance.  Pupils  had 
been  habitually  in  the  practice  of  making 
their  hospital  walk  an  opportunity  for  idle 
conversation,  rather  than  clinical  instruc- 
tion, and,  at  some  periods  of  the  year,  it 
could  hardly  he  otherwise.  A  number  of 
persons  collected  about  a  patient's  bed, 
their  attentiou  directed  to  the  same  object, 
generally  formed  a  barrier  of  skulls,  fully 
as  opaque  os  Lennox's.  Such  students, 
therefore,  as  did  not  wish  to  expose  them- 
selves to  sundry  elbowings,  jostlings,  and 
squeezings,  had  no  other  alternative  thun  to 
occupy  their  time  in  whatever  way  might 
cause  it  to  pass  away  most  agreeably.  To 
obviate  the  ill  effects  of  this  system,  Dr. 
Al' Dowel  liad  papers  printed  in  such  a 
form,  that  a  short  abstract  of  each  case,  the 
daily  treatment  of  the  patient,  and  the  suc- 
cessive appearances  that  took  place,  might 
be  briefly  noted,  and  placed  over  each  bed  ; 
so  that  any  pupil  might,  at  one  view,  be 
made  acquainted  with  its  progress.  Nor 
was  this  all ;  such  of  the  pupiis  as  wished 
to  record  cases,  provided  regularity  was  en- 
sured, were  invited  to  take  charge  of  the 
case  books  belonging  to  the  several  wards. 

The  gentleman  whom  Lennox  has  ho- 
noured with  a  blush,  was  one  of  those  who 
thought  the  plan  useful.  Clinical  instruc- 
tion, at  the  bedside,  was  regularly  adopted, 
and  clinical  lectures  more  frequently  deli- 
vered. At  these  lectures,  beside  the  mere 
repetition  of  symptoms  that  had  been  daily 
commented  upon,  an  opportunity  was  taken 
of  explaining  the  different  views  aud  treat- 
ment of  the  profession  at  large  ;  nor  is  it 
surprising  that  the  mass  of  information 
which  was  sometimes  given,  might  have 
encumbered  the  genius  of  Lennox.  To  a 
mind  anticipating  literary  fame,  the  dry  de- 
tails of  professional  experience  must  be  un- 
interesting. Where  a  sketch  of  the  lecturer 
occupied  the  attention,  the  lecture  could 
only  be  judged  of  by  its  length;  and  we 
know  how  soon  "  weariness  begins  wheu 
edification  ceases."  But  to  proceed :  Post- 
mortem examinations  were  also  conducted 
with  every  publicity,  and,  frequently,  any- 
thing which  might  be  thought  interesting 
was  exhibited,  not  only  at  the  hospital,  but 
also  at  the  school  of  medicine.  Such  are  a 
few  of  the  facts,  which  Lennox  has  embraced 
in  the  seutence>  "  hard  work  and  great  at- 
tention." He  has  alluded  to  Dr.  M'Dowel's 
apprentices.  He  is  one  of  the  few  surgeons 
who  devote  a  large  share  of  attention  to 


their  professional  improvement :  he  closely 
observes  their  hospital  attendance.  Private 
instruction  is  given  to  them  every  week, 
and,  according  to  seniority,  they  are  annu- 
ally appointed,  if  competent,  to  a  residence 
in  the  hospital ;  thus  giving  them  an  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  much  practical  infor- 
mation. 

To  proceed  in  these  details  is  unne- 
cessary ;  eulogy  soon  wearies  the  attentiou, 
but  justice  to  Dr.  M' Dowel  demands  these 
facts,  which  Lennox  has  carefully  passed 
ov»r;  anything  which  would  prove  that 
Dr.  M* Dowel  had  so  much  consulted  the 
interests  of  the  hospital  pupils,  or  those 
committed  to  his  immediate  charge,  would 
be  quite  inconsistent  with  the  general  out- 
line of  the  character  Lennox  would  wish 
to  present  to  us.  The  meution  of  an  un- 
successful case — a  misrepresentation  and  a 
falsehood — more  exactly  suited  his  general 
design.  With  regard  to  the  first,  we  would 
remark,  that  excision  of  the  saphena  has 
been  frequently  performed  for  the  cure  of 
varicose  ulcers,  with  complete  success ; 
probably  the  gentleman  might  himself  have 
witnessed  some  of  these  instances.  Air. 
Brodie's  operation  was  also  found  to  afford 
but  temporary  relief.  The  single  fatal  re- 
sult alluded  to,  though  perhaps  a  sufficient 
reason  for  discontinuing  the  practice,  could 
not  have  been,  in  any  way,  anticipated.  It 
may  also  serve  us  a  useful  hint  to  the  gen- 
tleman, to  inform  him  that  varicose  ulcers, 
however  troublesome,  are  usually  small. 
The  boy  who  "  left  the  hospital  ten  times 
worse  than  he  entered  it,"  was  perfectly 
cured  of  a  most  tedious  disease,  and  is  now 
in  the  House  of  Industry,  a  living  contra- 
diction to  his  assertion.  As  toDr.  M«  Dowel's 
medical  treatment,  the  charge  is  too  absurd 
to  meet  any  other  answer  than  a  flat  con- 
tradiction. 

From  these  circumstances,  we  may  be 
enabled  to  determine  the  value  of  Lennox's 
portrait.  We  would  assure  the  gentleman 
that  we  are  not  one  of  those  who  4i  would 
absolutely  commend  his  very  faults,"  but  a 
natural  indignation  compels  us  to  expose  a 
malicious  misrepresentation.  A  part  of 
Lennox's  complaint,  if  we  may  be  allowed 
so  to  call  it,  seems  to  be,  that  Dr.  M*  Dowel 
does  too  much.  Occupying  an  hour  and  a 
half  in  examining  patients  ;  a  clinical  lec- 
ture three  times  a  week  (it  is,  however, 
given  only  twice) ;  a  demonstration  pro- 
longed sometimes  beyond  the  hour,  may 
certainly  not  be  agreeable  to  many  of  his 
class,  and,  for  aforesaid  reasons,  still  less 
to  Lennox.  The  superficial  knowledge  of 
anatomy  and  surgery  necessary  for  a  Lon- 
don diploma,  can  be  communicated  with  far 
less  pains  j  and  when  we  only  wish  to  know 
the  shape  of  the  stomach,  or  where  it  lies, 
a  minute  detail  of  its  coats,  arteries,  nerves, 
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glands,  and  its  several  relations,  must  be' 
excessively  irksome ;  besides,  to  burden  a ! 
memory,  not  remarkable  for  its  retentive! 
powers,  would  necessarily  give  rise  to  im-  ■ 
patience  ;  and  the  more,  since  it  appears  to! 
be  an  "  intrusion  upon  time,"  that  we  find! 
so  usefully  disposed  of.    We  would  beg, 
then,  that  Dr.  M'Dowel  would  curtail  his! 
lectures  ;  it  will,  at  least,  give  an  opportu- 1 
nity  to  Lennox  for  further  "  sketches"  of 
character,  that  may  afford  him  more  inte- 
rest and  gratification  than  the  study  of  his 
profession.  We  would  also  entreat  of  him  to 
proceed,  since  it  appears  that  "  the  Rich- 
mond School  is  losing  ground,"  and  Lennox's 
"  sketches"  would  have  such  a  beneficial 
effect ;  they  may  be  the  means  of  restoring 
its  character.    We  are  told,  that  the  cack- 
ling of  a  goose  once  saved  the  capitol.  I 
have  waited  patiently  for  the  remaining 
sketches,  but  as  they  have  not  arrived  up  to 
this  date,  it  appears  more  advisable  to  make 
no  further  delay. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

PfllLALETHES. 

Dec.  23, 1828. 


LONDON  MEDICAL    SOCIETV.— EROOT  OF 
RYE. 


To  the  Editor  ©/The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Your  iavaluable  Journal  deserves 
Well  of  its  numerous  supporters,  fpr  having 
so  fully  and  accurately  reported  the  discus- 
sion at  the  above  Society,  on  Mr.  Lord's 
case,  more  particularly  on  account  of  the 
opinions  delivered  by  the  several  speakers, 
with  respect  to  the  efficacy  of  the  ergot  of 
rye,  in  inducing  uterine  action  ;  the  proper 
period,  the  doses,  and  form  of  administer- 
ing it.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  great 
contrariety  of  opinion  as  to  its  specific  ef- 
fect, as  Dr.  Blick  asserted,  that  it  was  com- 
pletely inefficient.  Now,  Sir,  assertion 
should  be  supported  by  proof,  as  the  ipse 
dixit  of  any  man  must  be  received  with  cau- 
tion, especially  with  regard  to  a  remedy 
which  has  latterly  been  looked  upon  as  a 
great  auxiliary  in  the  hands  of  the  obstetric 
practitioner.  Dr.  Blick,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
has  given  a  fair  trial  to  this  medicine  before 
lie  pronounced  its  condemnation  ;  if  so. 
whv  did  he  not  relate  cases  in  which  it  bad 
failed.  Although  a  young  practitioner  in 
■midwifery,  I  have  hud  opportunities  of  ad- 
jnioisteiing  the  ergot  in  ten  cases,  under 
the  following  circumstances  :  — 

Each  patient,  when  1  was  called  upon  to 
attend,  was  reported  to  have  active  pains, 
«nd  the  labour  was  said  to  have  been  so  far 


advanced,  that  if  I  did  not  immediately 
obey  the  summons,  the  woman  was  likely 
to  be  delivered  before  I  could  reach  her 
residence.  On  my  arrival,  I  certainly  found 
each  woman  in  pain,  and  the  os  uteri,  on 
examination,  dilated  to  the  size  of  a  crown 
piece ;  but  soon  after  I  had  taken  my  seat 
at  the  bedside,  and  asked  tbe  necessary 
questions,  uterine  action  ceased.  This  is 
known  not  to  be  an  unusual  occurrence,  on 
the  entrance  of  the  practitioner,  particu- 
larly if  a  young  man  and  a  stranger.  In 
each  of  these  ten  cases,  1  waited  from 
four  to  six  and  eight  hours,  and  have  even 
retired  to  another  room,  and  uterine  action 
did  not  recur.  1  have  then  proposed  the  use  of 
the  ergot ;  made  a  decoction  (one  drachm, 
tliced,  to  six  ounces  of  water,  and  boiled  for 
ten  minutes)  and  administered  a  third  of 
the  fluid  every  fifteen  minutes.  In  three 
of  these  cases  only  did  I  find  it  necessary  to 
give  a  third  dose,  and  in  all  of  them  the  me- 
dicine acted  within  half  an  hour,  producing 
strong  labour  pains,  and  hastening  the  birth 
of  the  child,  which,  I  hare  no  doubt,  only 
for  its  use,  would  have  been  protracted  for 
many  hours.  Indeed,  several  of  these  pa- 
tients have,  after  its  use,  in  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes,  cried  out,  on  the  pain  recurring, 
"  Oh !  Sir,  that  you  gave  me  has  brought 
on  the  pains."  These  facts  having  fallen 
under  my  own  observation,  I  canuot  sub- 
scribe to  the  inefficacy  of  ergot  of  rye,  in 
such  cases  as  it  may  bo  admissible.  If  a 
practitioner  have  ascertained  the  necessity, 
and  decided  on  the  administration  of  the 
secale,  he  should  never  leave  his  patient 
for  a  moment,  as  the  uterine  action,  after 
its  use,  becomes  so  strong  as  to  effect  the 
expulsion  of  the  child  very  quickly.  In  first 
t  aaes  of  labour,  unless  the  membranes  have 
been  some  time  ruptured,  and  the  pains  con- 
tinue lingering  aud  ineffective,  1  have  rea- 
son to  doubt  the  propriety  ot  its  adminis- 
tration, which  doubt,  if  confirmed  by  future 
experience,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  profession,  through  your 
highly  useful  periodical. 

Every  new  remedy  should  be  scrupulously 
tested  before  it  be  recommended  generally 
to  the  profession  ;  and  I  should  hope  every 
practitioner,  who  is  in  the  habit  of  prescrib- 
ing the  secale  cornutum,  will  note  its  effects, 
and  lay  the  result  of  their  experience  before 
their  medical  brethren.  Few,  I  know,  have 
greater  opportunities  of  giving  it  a  fuir  trial 
than  Dr.  Hopkins,  who,  1  trust,  will  shortly 
furnish  the  profession  with  the  details  of 
his  experience.  In  preparing  a  decoction 
of  it,  1  look  on  the  slicing  of  it  os  absolutely 
necessary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
Dec.  26,  1823.  R.  C. 
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THE  LANCET. 

London,  Saturday,  January  10,  1829. 

Mr.  Guthrie  has  just  put  forth  a  pam- 
phlet, in  which  he  favours  the  Government 
with  the  fruits  of  his  excogitations  respect- 
ing the  hest  mode  of  supplying  the  schools 
of  anatomy  with  subjects  for  dissection. 
Nearly  all  intelligent  men  both  in  and  out 
of  the  profession,  who  have  reflected  on  this 
subject,  having  concurred  in  the  opinion, 
that  the  difliculty  of  obtaining  subjects,  and 
the  evils  occasioned  by  that  difficulty,  are, 
in  a  great  degree,  attributable  to  the  law 
which  makes  dissection  a  punishment  for 
crime,  we  are  not  surprised  to  find,  that  the 
remedy  preferred  by  Mr.  Guthrie  is,  that 
all  executed  criminals  should  be  dissected. 
This  proposition  is  worthy  of  the  genius, 
but  scarcely  reconcileable  with  the  well- 
known  modesty  of  the  distinguished  author, 
aince  it  is  directly  at  variance  with  the  re- 
commendation with  which  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  closed  their  Report,  after  a 
deliberate  examination  of  all  the  evidence 
given  before  them.   The  legislature  has  to 
choose  between  that  recommendation  Rnd 
the  advice  of  the  highly-gifted  and  modest 
author,  whose  importance  seenu  to  have 
heen  strangely  overlooked  by  the  Committee, 
seeing  that  they  afforded  him  no  opportu- 
nity of  exposing  the  fallacy  of  the  views  on 
which  their  Report  is  founded.    "  Repeal 
that  provision  in  your  penal  code,  which 
makes  dissection  part  of  the  punishment  for 
crime,"  say  the  Parliamentary  Committee. 
"  Extend  and  perpetuate  that  provision,  by 
making  dissection  a  part  of  the  punishment 
for  ull  capital  offences,"  says  the  "  modest 
author,"  Mr.  Gutiirib. 

If  the  number  of  criminals  annually  exe- 
cuted were  sufficient  to  supply  the  demands 
of  science,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  worth  con- 
sidering, whether  their  bodies  might  not  be 
conveniently  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
No.  280. 


anatomical  schools ;  however  absurd  it  may 
be  in  principle  to  regard  dissection  as  a 
punishment  and  a  mark  of  infamy,  and,  how- 
ever impolitic  to  legislate  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  crime  will  always  be  equally  abun- 
dant, or  our  penal  code  equally  sanguinary. 
But  the  number  of  bodies  that  might  bo 
supplied  from  such  a  source  would  be 
wholly  insufficient  to  meet  the  demands  of 
our  schools  of  anatomy,  and  the  evils  against 
which  the  legislature  is  called  upon  to  pro- 
vide, would  be  increased  by  the  adoption  of 
a  measure  which  would  be,  practically,  as 
j  inadequate  to  the  end  proposed,  as  it  is 
in  principle  absurd  and  impolitic. 

The  proposition  for  consigning  all  un- 
claimed  bodies,  under  certain  conditions,  to 
the  dissecting-rooms,  is  entirely  free  from 
the  objections  to  which   ull  other  plana 
which  have  been  hitherto  suggested  for  the 
supply  of  our  anatomical  schools,  are  liable. 
We  say  all  unclaimed  bodies,  without  dis- 
tinguishing the  rank  of  the  deceased,  or  the 
places  in  which  they  may  have  died.  The 
class  of  society  whose  bodies  will  thus  bo 
made  available  for  the  purposes  of  science 
will,  no  doubt,  consist  chiefly  of  destitute 
persons  dying  in  workhouses  and  hospitals; 
because  persons  who  leave  property  behind 
them  will  seldom  want  friends  who  will  be 
ready  to  show  a  tender  regard  for  their  re- 
mains. '  But  the  want  of  a  claimant  will 
furnish  a  just  criterion  of  the  propriety  of 
consigning  a  body  to  the  dissecting-room, 
whenever  dissection  shall  cease  to  be  a  stig- 
ma, and  a  mark  of  infamy.    So  Ion  *  as  it 
continues  to  be  a  part  of  the  legal  punish- 
ment for  crime,  it  will  be  unjust  to  subject 
men,  because  they  are  poor  and  friendless, 
to  the  disgrace  of  dissection,  after  their  de- 
cease in  public  hospitals  und  workhouses. 
But  when  the  provision,  which  consigns  the 
bodies  of  executed  murderers  to  the  anato- 
mist, shall  be  repealed,  the  dissection  of  an 
unclaimed  body  will  reflect  no  other  dis- 
grace on  the  deceased,  except  that  which 
may  arise  from,  the  presumption  it  will  af 
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ford  of  his  having  died  guilty  of  a  crime 
of  no  small  magnitude  in  a  country  where 
talent,  and  honour,  and  morality,  as  com- 
pared with  wealth,  are  considered  mere 
dust  in  the  balance, — we  mean  the  crime  of 
poverty. 

Whether  any  steps  have  yet  been  taken 
by  the  executive  government,  or  by  the 
teachers  of  anatomy  themselves,  to  put  a 
Stop  to  dissection,  until  the  legislature 
shall  decide  on  some  safe  and  unexception- 
able means  of  supplying  the  dissecting- 
roonV  with  subjects,  we  know  not ;  but  we 
again  earnestly  entreat  the  Government  to 
take  this  subject  into  their  serious  considera- 
tion ;  and  we  must  once  more  express  our  firm 
conviction,  that  nothing  but  the  immediate 
closure  of  all  the  dissecting-rooms  in  the 
metropolis,  can  effectually  protect  the  pub- 


The  Lancet  a  libellous  publication !  A  libel- 
lous publication,— let  the  intelligent  and  ho- 
nest reader  direct  bis  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing pages,  and  then  say  if  it  be  possible 
to  libel  the  authors  of  a  proceeding  of  which 
he  will  there  find  a  faithful  account.  Is 
there  any  language  sufficiently  strong  to 
exhibit  the  baseness  of  the  revengeful 
wretches  who  instigated  the  measure  against 
Mr.  Lambert,  or  to  adequately  depict  the 
servility  and  folly  of  the  slavish  tools  by 
whom  it  was  sanctioned?  Are  they  for 
attacks  on  character  ?  If  so,  let  them  look 
to  their  "  houses  of  glass,"  which  may  ex- 
perience a  storm  at  once  terrific  and  annihi- 
lating ;  when  attacked  by  an  assassin,  you 
are  justified  in  seising  the  dagger  of  the 
murderer,  and  plunging  it  into  his  own  bo- 
som.    From  the  commencement  of  this 


lie  against  atrocities  similar  to  those  which  Journal  we  have  fought  our  enemies  openly 
have  just  been  detected  at  Edinburgh.  If|  and  fairly  with  the  legitimate  weapons  of 
the  commerce  between  anatomists  and  |  literary  warfare.  This  course  it  is  our  wish 
resurrectionists  be  suffered  to  continue,  and 
if  murder  be  perpetrated  by  trading  as- 
sassins in  this  metropolis,  will  not  an  awful 
responsibility  attach  to  those  who  had  it  in 
their  power  to  prevent  the  crime  by 
seasonable  interposition  ? 


I?  the  enemies  of  a  free  medical  press, — 
if  the  corruptionists  of  our  hospitals, — if  the 
despicable  Bats  and  Aberdekn  Dubs,  who 
disgrace  medical  society, — cannot  distin- 


to  pursue,  and  this  course  we  shall  pursue, 
unless  our  opponents  place  in  our  hands 
other  instruments,  which  it  would  be  base- 
ness and  folly  not  to  wield  in  defence  of  our* 
selves  and  our  friends.  What  is  Mr.  Lam- 
bert's offence1?  His  late  connexion  with 
The  Lancet.  The  creatures  who  voted 
oguinst  him  at  the  Westminster  Medical 
Society,  know  and  feel  that  there  does  not 
live  a  man  of  more  strict  integrity,  or  a  man 
whose  life  has  been  marked  by  a  more  un- 
deviating  course  of  honourable  conduct. 
They  know  full  well  that  he  is  their  supe- 


guish  between  forbearauce  from  fear,  and 
forbearance  arising  from  pity  for  the  fallen,  I  rior  in  talent,  as  well  as  in  honesty,  and  that 
we  will  soon  teach  them  a  lesson,  which  when  they  are  rotten  and  forgotten,  and 
they  shall  not  forget  to  the  last  hour  of  forgotten  before  they  are  rotten,  his  name 


their  filthy  existence.  Probably  they  ima- 
gined we  are  so  intoxicated  with  our  re- 
cent success,  that  we  are  insensible  to 
passing  events  — blind  to  their  move- 
ments. Idiots !  they  are  deceived ;  which 
they  may,  perhaps,  discover,  when  remedy 
is  beyond  reach,  and  when  they  are  over- 


will  stand  conspicuous  in  the  surgical  annals 
of  his  country.  We  refer  the  reader  to  Mr. 
Lambert's  candid,  manly,  and  unanswer- 
able defence  of  himself.  He  disproves 
"malice"  entirely.  What  are  the  charges 
against  him,  then?  The  anathema  of  the 
Judge,  and  the  "  unprofessional "  character 


whelmed,  and  pressed  to  the  earth,  with  of  the  report.  But,  we  forget.  There  was  no 
the  consequences  of  their  own  infamy,  charge,  no  accuser,  except,  indeed,  ia  the 
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Venot  of  the  upright,  the  impartial,  Chair- 
man !  We  shall  still  refrain  from  comment  on 
the  evidence,  because  it  is  not  yet  published 
hut  in  vindication  of  Mr.  Lambert's  charac' 
ter,  it  surely  is  not  criminal  to  state,  that  the 
words  attributed  to  the  Judge,  in  the  report 
of  The  Times  newspaper  were  not  uttered  by 
Lord  Tenterden.    His  Lordship's  words  were 
these—"  You  do  not  answer  any  one  question  di- 
rectly;" and  Mr.  Lam  debt's  accusers  should 
hear  in  mind— if  they  can  bear  in  mind  any- 
thing that  is  favourable  to  a  man— that 
questions  may  be  so  mixed  up  with  fact  and 
fiction,  that  no  honest  witness  can  answer 
them  immediately,  nor  until  he  has  sepa- 
rated the  one  from  the  other.  Besides, 
was  it  not  the  counsel's  object  to  produce 
hesitation  and  confusion  in  the  defendant's 
witnesses — his  object  to  destroy,  by  etetv 
mesas  in  his  power,  the  value  of  their  testi- 
mony?  And  why?   Because  he  had  only 
o\e,  out  of  upwards  of  two  hundred  eye- 
witnesses of  the  operation,  to  oppose  their 
evidence.    And  how  he  succeeded  will  be 
Been  on  Tuesday  next.    On  that  day  our 
report  of  the  trial  will  be  published.  To 
the  charge  of  the  report  being  "  unpro- 
Jessional,"  the  answer  is  easy :  it  was  an 
"  unprofessional "  operation.    The  operation 
was  a  caricature — the  report  was  slightly  co- 
loured. "  But  says  the  upright  Chairman, 
there  should  be  an  esprit  de  corps  in  our  pro- 
fession—Mr.  Lam  bert  should  have  thrown 
a  cloak  over  the  affair  ;  he  should  have  ^ouv 
to  the  operator,  and  '  lamented iu  a  word, 
"  he  did  not  do  as  he  would  be  done  unto." 

Mr.  Thompson  should  recollect  that  there 
i»  an  esprit  de  corps  among  thieves.  Honour 
among  thieves— bound  by  a  generous  spirit 
of  union.    But  the  welfare  and  security  of 
society  teach  us  that  it  is  advantag 
occasionally  to  remove  these  gentlemen,  by 
an  operation  at  the  Old  Bailey,  not  less 
effectual  than  some  of  those  performed 
at  Guy's  Hospital.   »  But,  (says  the  up- 
right Chairman,)  do  as  you  would  be  done 
wto."  Now,  with  a  view  to  show  his  love  of 
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justice,  and  his  mode  of"  doing  unto  others 
as  he  would  have  others  do  unto  him,"  we 
will  put  a  very  brief  question  to  him,  and 
wait  patiently  one  week  for  his  answer. 
—Mr.  Anthony  Todd  Thompson,  if  you 
were  placed  upon  the  floor  of  the  King's 
Bench,  on  a  charge  that  involved  your  ve- 
racity and  your  honour,  in  the  highest  de- 
cree, how  would  you  like  for  the  Judge, 
who  was  to  pass  sentence  on  you,  to  leave 
his  seat  at  a  moment  when  he  thought  the 
jury  were  in  your  favour,  and  make  a  violent 
speech  in  aggravation  of  your  supposed 
offences  ? 

There  is  only  one  point  which  Mr.  Lam- 
bert omitted  to  explain  in  his  speech — we 
refer  to  the  state  of  the  parts  on  the  post- 
mortem examination.  Here,  again,  Mr. 
Lambert  is  a  sufferer  from  the  calumnies  of 
his  "  Holo  and  Comer"  accusers,  and,  as 
an  act  of  justice,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty 
to  insert  in  this  place  a  portion  of  the  evi- 
dence of  Dr.  Hodgkin,  extracted  from  him 
in  his  cross-examination. 


Have  you  read  the  report  in  The  Lan- 
cet of  the  post-mortem  examination  of 
Stephen  l'ollard's  body?— If  I  have  not 
read  it,  I  have  heard  it  read. 

Have  you  not  read  it  ?— I  am  not  sure 
that  I  have. 

Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  read  it? — 
(handing  the  report.) — I  have  heard  it  read. 

Was  there  any  inaccurate  statement 
in  it  ? — There  was  an  inaccurate  state- 
ment respecting  the  third  lobe.  It  is  stated 
there  what  1  believed  at  the  time,  but 
which  subsequent  examination  proved  not 
to  be  the  case. 

Is  not  that  report  taken  from  YOUR 
OWN  WORDS  ?— I  BELlEVJi  IT  IS:  it 
is  so  stated  iu  my  notes. 

*       *        *        *        *  * 

Did  you  try  to  force  your  finders  there, 
(between  the  bladder  and  rectum,)  before 
you  exhibited  the  preparation  to  Mr.  Lam- 
bert?— I  have  not. 

Did  you  not? — I  no  not  recollect 
that  I  did  ! ! 

Did  you  examine  it  particularly  ?— I  ex- 
amined  it. 

Are  you  certain  that  opening  did  not 
exist,  at  the  time  you  showed  the  parts  to 
Mr.  Lambert? — I  have  stated  I  did  not 
see  it,  until  he  showed  it  to  me. 

Such  is  the  evidence  on  which  it  has  been 
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determined  to  expel  Mr.  Lambert  from  the 
Westminster  Medical  Society.  We  believe 
tLere  are  still  in  that  body  enough  of 
honourable  and  independent  members,  to 
come  forward  on  Saturday  evening  next, 
and  who,  by  not  allowing  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting  to  be  confirmed,  may  rescue 
Mr.  Lambert  from  intended  injustice  and 
insult,  and  the  Society  from  impending  in* 
famy. 

On  this  occasion,  we  shall  merely  say 
to  the  *'  Council  "  of  the  London  Medical 
Society,  "  Read  the  evidence  before  you  de- 
cide against  Mr.  Lambert,  and  also  keep  in 
remembrance  what  we  have  hinted  relative 
to  those  who  ieside  in  «*  houses  of  glass." 


A  Supplement  to  Myology  ;  containing  the  Ar- 
teries, Veins,  Nerves,  and  Lymphatics  (f  the 
Human  Body,  the  Abdominal  and  Thoracic 
Viscera,  the  Ear  and  Eye,  the  Brain,  and  the 
Gravid  Uterus,  with  the  Facial  Circulation. 
By  E.  W.  Tuson,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy 
and  Physiology.  Fol.  pp.  9.  Coloured 
Plates.   London.  Callow  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  Tuson's  "  System  of  Myology"  has 
already  reached  a  second  edition,  and,  from 
the  great  merits  of  the  work  before  us,  it 
will,  mos*  likely,  experience  a  still  more  de- 
cided success.  These  plates  must  not  be 
regarded  as  mere  drawings  or  paintings, 
but  as  dissections  of  drawings,  and,  in  point 
of  accuracy  and  utility,  are  second  only  to  ac- 
tual dissections  of  the  human  body.  In  the 
study  of  these  dissected  plates,  the  sense  of 
touch  is  exercised  as  well  as  that  of  sight ; 
hence  their  vast  superiority  over  every 
other  description  of  graphic  illustration. 
AH  the  parts  of  the  body,  from  the  skin 
down  to  the  bone,  are  arranged  in  their  na- 
tural order,  and  thus  the  student,  (as  in  dis- 
sections of  the  dead,)  before  he  raises  a 
muscle  ora  fascia,  6cc,  may  ask,  «*  What  parts 
ahall  I  next  expose &c.  This  is  an  admir- 
able method  of  exercising  the  memory,  and, 


if  persevered  in  for  any  length  of  time,  most 
always  be  attended  with  the  best  results. 

We  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  this 
work  is  evidently  a  performance  of  great 
labour,  and  that  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
executed,  reflects  infinite  credit  on  the  ta- 
lents and  industry  of  the  author. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Saturday,  January  3,  1829. 


Dr.  Somebville  at  first  took  the  chair, 
but  in  the  course  of  a  few  minutes,  and  be- 
fore any  business  was  entered  upon,  gave 
way  to  Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson.  The  minutes 
of  the  last  meeting  were  then  read,  from 
which  it  appeared  that  a  proposition  had 
been  put  by  the  Chairman  of  that  evening, 
(Mr.  C.  Hawkins.)  to  send  round  a  ballot 
box,  on  the  question  of  expelling  Mr.  Lam- 
bert from  the  Society ;  but  that  subsequently 
it  was  8greed,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Mayo,  the  ballot  should  be  postponed  until 
this  evening.  Dr.  Thomson  said  the  Society 
would  now  proceed  to  act  on  this. resolution; 
and  it  had  been  considered  right,  that  the 
election  of  the  members  about  to  be  bal- 
lotted  for,  should  not  take  place  until  the 
next  meeting.  He  thought  this  an  act  of 
justice  towards  the  individual  unfortunately 
implicated,  as  well  as  to  the  Society  at  large  ; 
and,  further,  he  considered  it  proper  that 
all  visiters  should  leave  the  room. 

Some  objection  was  offered  by  Mr.  Lam- 
bert to  visiters  leaving,  until  the  ballot  actu- 
ally took  place.  He  was  about  to  address 
the  meeting  at  some  length,  and  be  did  not 
wish  to  speak  witli  closed  doors.  The  Chair- 
man, however,  persisted  in  requesting  visi- 
ters to  withdraw;  and,  in  consequence,  a 
great  number  of  gentlemen  left,  and  others 
were  prevented  from  entering  the  room. 

The  gentlemen  who  had  thus  been  com- 
pelled to  quit,  and  all  who  afterwards  ar- 
rived, both  visiters  and  members,  collected 
at  the  door  on  the  staircase.  Mr.  Wakley 
was  pacing  up  and  down  the  lobby,  and  a 
few  minutes  after  the  visiters  were  expelled, 
lie  sent  the  following  question,  in  writing,  to 
the  Chairman : — 

"  Can  Mr.  Wakley  be  admitted?"— de- 
claring at  the  same  time  that  he  had  at- 
tended for  the  purpose  of  answering  tho 
calumnies  which  the  Chairman  himself  hud 
directed  against  his  character  at  the  previous 
meeting  of  the  Society,  The  following;  is 
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the  written  answer  returned  to' Mr.  Wak- 
ley's  note : — 

«<  Certainlv  not." 

A.  T.  T. 

On  Mr.  Wakley  learning:  from  the  gentle- 
men at  the  door,  that  the  Chairman  had  not 
put  the  question  to  the  Meeting,  the  follow- 
ing note  was  handed  to  some  of  the  mem- 
bers in  the  room,  who  passed  it  on  to  the 
President : — 

"  Mr.  Wakley  requests  that  the  sense  of 
the  members  may  be  taken  on  the  question 
of  his  admission  V 

In  reply  to  this  demand,  the  person  in  the 
Chair  said  there  was  no  answer.  He  was 
evidently  disconcerted,  and  afraid  to  take 
the  vote  of  the  Meeting  on  the  proposition. 
At  this  time  there  was  some  disturbance  at 
the  door,  the  members  who  were  excluded 
complaining  loudly  of  their  not  being  ad- 
mitted. Amongst  the  gentlemen  outside 
we  saw  Mr.  Ashwell,  Mr.  Thomson,  (son  of 
the  Chairman,)  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Babingtou, 
and  Dr.  Locock,  and  many  other  visiters  and 
members,  with  whose  names  we  were  unac- 
quainted. From  the  great  crowd,  the  pres- 
sure at  the  door  was  such,  that  on  several 
occasions  it  was  nearly  forced  open,  and  it 
was  not  entirely  closed  until  the  Meeting 
proceeded  to  the  ballot.  Mr.  Wakley  re- 
peatedly roost  earnestly  entreated  that  no 
violence  might  be  employed,  observing  if 
there  were,  he  well  knew  the  use  which 
would  be  made  of  it  by  their  enemies,  and, 
if  the  Meeting  thought  proper  to  exclude 
the  visiters,  they  had  a  perfect  right  to  do 
so— that  no  visiter  could  have  a  right  to 
enter  the  room  in  opposition  to  the  wish 
of  the  members. 

Mr.  Lambert  now  Toae,  and  addressed 
the  meeting  nearly  as  follows : — Gentle- 
men,— Being  the  "  individual,"  (to  use  the 
phrase  of  your  Chairman,)  who  is  "  unfor- 
tunately implicated,"  1  demand  to  know  on 
what  grounds  my  expulsion  from  this  So- 
ciety is  sought.    If  I  were  to  declare  myself  j 
unaffected  by  the  proposition,  1  should  do  | 
an  injustice  to  the  state  nf  my  feelitigs.  I 
am  deeply  and  painfully  affected.    The  pro. 
moters  of  this  measure  are  well  known  to 
me,  and  1  would  scorn  to  offer  them  expla- 
nation on  any  point.    1  can  only  express  my 
disgust  and  contempt  to  and  for  them  ,  but 
to  the  great  body  ot  this  Society,  consisting,  j 
ns  I  believe  and  hope,  of  independent  and  I 
impartial  men,  i  do  not  hesitate  to  explain  J 
auy  part  of  my  conduct  which  may  he ; 
deemed  offensive.    Although  1  deny  the 
right  of  this,  or  any  other  Society,  to  con- 
stitute itself  into  a  tribunal,  at  which  the, 
conduct  of  a  member,  having  no  reference 
to  the  Society,  is  to  be  tried, — yet  1  repeat, 
that,  standing,  as  it  were,  before  my  "  own 


peers,"  1  am  prepared  to  answer  any  charge 
which  may  or  can  be  made  agaiuat  me.  But 


I  assure  you,  gentlemen,  I  came  down  this 

night  ignorant  of  the  charges  against  me.  I 
learned,  by  letter  from  a  friend  whilst  in. 
the  dountry,  in  attendance  on  a  sick  brother, 
that  a  proposition  was  made  from  the  chair, 
at  the  commencement  ot  your  last  meeting, 
to  send  round  the  ballot  box,  on  the  question 
of  my  expulsion,  and  that  it  was  eventually 
agreed  the  ballot  should  take  place  on  the 
following  Saturday.  1  hastened  back  to 
town,  that  1  might  be  present  at  this  ex- 
traordinary scene,  and  then  found  that  the 
meeting  was  not  to  take  place  until  this 
evening.  I  waited,  and  most  anxiously  ex- 
pected, that  some  official  notice  would  bo 
sent  to  me,  with  a  specification  of  the 
charge,  or  charges,  adduced;  but  to  this 
hour  am  I  left  in  utter  ignorance  of  the 
accusations,  and,  but  for  the  fortuitous 
kindness  of  a  friend,  should  have  been 
unaware  of"  the  measure  now  proposed.  I 
demand,  what  are  the  charges  against  me? 
Who  are  my  accusers  '.  Will  they  stand  for- 
ward and  confront  me  1  Am  1  to  be  mine 
owu  accuser?  Shall  I  take  the  charges 
from  the  speech  of  the  person  utrttD  to 
tkadvcf.  me  in  the  late  trial,  or  must  1  col- 
lect them  from  the  whispers  of  my  enemies? 
Proceeding  on  these  uncertain  grounds,  I 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  the  late  trial 
forms  the  basis  of  the  attack  now  made  upon 
me  ;  and  I  assume,  therefore,  that  I  have  a 
right  to  enter  fully  into  the  merits  of  the 
case,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

There  was  one  charge  made  against  me 
at  the  trial,  that  has  since  been  reiterated 
with  such  mendacious  hardihood,  that  it  has 
passed  current,  I  do  believe,  in  the  minds 
even  of  many  disinterested  persons — namely, 
that  the  report  of  the  melancholy  operation 
of  lithotcmy  at  Guy's,  was  dictated  by 
"  malice,"  on  my  part,  towards  Mr.  B. 
Cooper.  Now  the  fact  is,  that  this  charge 
of"  malice"  was  merely  used  as  a  foil, — as 
a  diverticulum, — to  draw  attention  from  the 
recorded  facts  of  the  case,  which  were  in- 
controvertible. I  might  ask  with  much 
.propriety,  (eren  supposing  that,  for  tho 
3ake  of  argument,  1  admit  the  most  ranco- 
rous malice,)  was  it  my  animosity  that  occa- 
sioned the  ruun  to  be  kept  an  hour  upon  the 
table  ?  Was  it  my  enmity  that  occasioned  a 
variety  of  instruments  to  be  employed  ?  Was 
it  my  malice  that  occasioned  the  death  of  the 
patient  ?  Foolish  and  absurd  as  the  charge 
of  malice  is,  1  wiil  convince  you,  by  a 
reference  to  indisputable  facts,  that  it  is 
vti  fui.y  f.ilse.  In  some  remarks  which 
were  made  in  a  journal  respecting  the  case, 
at  the  time  it  was  published  iu  The  Lan- 
cet, it  was  asserted  that  the  report  pro- 
ceeded from  Mr.  Wukley's  enmity,  in  con- 
sequence of  something  which  Mr.  Cooper 
had  uttered  at  a  dinner  a  short  time  previ- 
ously. Then  it  was  Mr. Wakley  s  "  malice  \* 
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now  it  is  Lambert's  malice.  Actions,  it 
is  said,  speak  louder  than  words  ;  and  1  will 
now  demonstrate,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every 
honest  and  unprejudiced  mind,  by  a  series  of 
actious  on  my  part,  that  1  entertained  no 
feeling  of'4 malice"  towards  Mr.  Brausby 
Cooper. 

In  the  summer  of  1825, 1  left  the  Middle- 
sex Hospital,  and  renewed  my  studies  in  the 
Borough.  At  this  time  my  engagement  with 
Mr.  Wakley  commenced.    1  entered  into 
an  engagement  with  him  to  report  cases  of 
interest  from  Guy's  Hospital,  at  a  ealary  of 
10i)l.  per  annum ;  and  1  may  remark  with 
respect  to  this  agreement,  that  the  quantity 
of  matter  contributed  formed  no  considera- 
tion.   I  used  my  own  discretion  with  re- 
spect to  the  cases,  giving  full  reports  where 
1  deemed  the  matter  of  importance  ;  some- 
times writing  merely  a  few  lines,  and  at 
other  times  not  contributing  any  thing.  1 
never  hesitated  to  avow  ray  conue.\ion  with 
The  Lancet  ;  it  was  generally  understood 
that  I  reported  for  The  Lancet.  The  sur- 
geons knew  it,  and  they  have  repeatedly 
spoken  of  the  accuracy  and  fidelity  of  the 
reports.    In  fact,  the  reports  could  not  be 
otherwise  than  correct :  attention  to  the 
surgical  cases  constituted  my  sole  employ* 
ment   I  spent  many  hours  at  the  Hospital 
daily,  and,  residing  near,  was  invariably 
called  to  all  urgent  cases.    I  need  not  expa- 
tiate here  on  the  advantage  which  I  derived 
from  close  attention  to  the  practice  of  sur- 
gery, good  and  bad.  In  reporting  the  cases, 
for  the  most  part  I  confined  myself  to  a  simple 
and  faithful  detail  of  facts ;  in  other  instances, 
wlvre  in  my  judgment  it  was  required,  1 
made  comments,  and  not  unfrequeutly  these 
comments  were  very  far  otherwise  than  lau- 
datory.   It  will  be  found,  on  referring  to  the 
reports  in  The  Lancet  from  Guy's  Hospital 
in  the  years  1825  and  1826,  aud  up  to  the 
period  in  which  it  is  alleged  my  very  bit- 
ter malice  was  first  engendered  against 
Bransby  Cooper — the  anniversary  dinner  of 
Guy's  Hospital,  which  took  place  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1827— that  on  various 
occasions  Mr.  Cooper's  practice  was  cen- 
sured.   I  beg,  Gentlemen,  you  will  mark 
that  this  took  place  long  before  the  "  malice" 
was  concocted,  and  this  is  highly  important 
to  bear  in  mind  ;  for,  to  make  the  charge  of 
malice  consistent,  it  should  be  shown  that 
up  to  a  certain  period  1  had,  whilst  on  good 
terms  with  Mr.  Cooper,  invariably  praised, 
or,  at  least,  had  never  censured  him.  Now, 
look  to  these  reports,  and  you  will  see,  cu- 
riously enough,  that  on  the  very  subject  of 
lithotomy,  there  are  animadversions  of  the 
strongest  kind,  couched  in  no  measured 
terms,  but  expressive  of  the  facts.    In  Thb 
Lancet  of  July  22,  132d,  (the  "malice," 
you  know,  not  being  brexced  until  the  begin- 
ning of  1827,)  there  are  the  following  re- 


marks : — "  There  was  great  awkwardness 

shown  in  the  attempt  to  introduce  the 
straight  staff.    This  part  of  the  operation 
alone  occupied  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  the  patient  at  the  same  time  calling 
out  vehemently  at  the  pain  occasioned  by 
the  attempts  to  pass  the  iustrument."  The 
report  goes  on  to  say,  that  many  foreigners 
were  present,  and  that  from  the  awkward- 
ness of  the  operator,  they  carried  away  a 
prejudice  against  the  straight  staff.  Again, 
in  Tue  Lancet  of  12th  July,  1826,  are 
some  remarks  equally  severe  and  equally 
just.   In  this  case  forceps  were  employed, 
which  were  very  obviously  ill  suited  for  the 
occasion,  and  hence  arose  great  delay.  I 
shall  not  fatigue  you,  Gentlemen,  by  reca- 
pitulating all  the  cases  which  were  criti- 
cised ;   there  is  one  report,  however,  in 
Vol.  IX.,  that  deserves  attention,  and  this 
was  an  instance  of  a  black  man  affected 
with  stricture,  where  the    catheter  was 
pushed  through  the  prostatic  portion  of 
the  urethra,  and  the  patieut  perished  from 
the    consequent  extravasation   of  urine. 
Well,  Gentlemen,  at  the  time  of  writing 
these  remarks,  and  reporting  these  cases, 
nobody  lias  affected  to  doubt  that  I  was  on 
friendly   terms  with   Mr.  Cooper.  This 
is  my  boast,  that  never  upon  any  occa- 
sion did  I  allow  pi ivate  feeling  to  actuate  roe 
in  the  discharge  of  a  duty  which  1  owed  to 
Mr.  Wakley  and  to  the  profession  at  large, 
in  the  faithful  and  impartial  reporting  of 
cases :  and,  I  deem  it  but  an  act  of  justice 
towards  Mr.  Cooper  to  say,  that  strictures 
were  not  confined  to  bis  practice  alone,  but 
were  freely  made  on  the  other  surgeons' 
measures  when  considered  to  be  called  for.  , 
Now,  to  speak  of  the  time  and  place  at 
which  this  most  extraordinary  malice  was 
engendered — I  say  extraordinary,  for  it  was 
so  indeed,  being  pent  up  in  my  bosom  from 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1827,  until  March, 
1828,  when  it  found  vent  in  the  report 
which  gave  occasion  to  the  late  trial.  I 
never,  in  my  life,  heard  of  malice  festering 
and  rankling  for  such  a  period,  and  espe- 
cially, as  I  will  show  you,  when  there  was 
ample  opportunity  of  gratifying  these  bane- 
ful feelings  of  revenge.   The  circumstances 
which  took  place  at  the  dinner,  to  which  so 
much  allusion  has  been  made,  were  briefly 
these. — When  the  toast  of  «*  the  College  of 
Surgeons"  was  given,  I  rose,  and  requested 
to  know  of  the  Chairman,  whether  it  was 
intended  to  drink  the  healths  of  the  Council 
of  the  College— a  body  for  whom  I  enter- 
tain no  reverence  or  respect — or  whether 
the  toast  included  the  members  at  large. 
There  was  much  confusion  and  uproar, 
although  I  did  but  calmly  and  coolly  make 
the  inquiry;  and  to  some  persons. who  were 
particularly  vociferous,  and  eager  to  put  me 
down,  I  used  words  which  were  deemed  per- 
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son  ally  offensive ;  and  amongst  others,  Mr. 
B.  Cooper  particularly  applied  the  remark  to 
himself.  Iu  consequence  lie  vacated  his 
seat;  and,  after  some  angry  altercation,  I 
left  the  room,  as  I  am  ready  to  admit,  with  a 
very  strong  feeling  against  me.  Gentlemen, 
you  may  very  fairly  question  the  propriety, 
taste,  and  discretion,  of  the  line  of  conduct  1 
adopted  ;  but  whatever  may  he  your  opinions 
on  this  point,  such  were  the  facts.  When  1 
had  left  the  room,  reflecting  that  from  the 
personal  manner  in  which  .Mr.  Cooper  had 
looked  upon  the  affair,  that  the  matter  couid 
not  rest  here,  1  addressed  a  note,  requit- 
ing to  speak  to  him.  1  then  told  Mr. 
Cooper  that  he  had  acted  upon  an  erroneous 
supposition — that  my  observations  had  no 
personal  reference  to  him.  We  shook 
hands,  and  Mr.  Cooper  offe red  to  walk  back 
with  me  into  the  room  ;  this  I  declined. 

What  was  my  conduct  after  this  affair1?  I 
continued  to  report  from  Guy's  Hospital ; 
and  it  is  fair  to  conclude,  that  if  I  hud  im- 
bibed the  revengeful  spirit  which  has  been 
attributed  to  me,  1  should  have  sought  nn 
early  opportunity  of  stabbing  Mr.  Cooper's 
reputation.  But  how  stand  the  facts  1  Why, 
in  March,  1827,  a  few— very  few  weeks 
after  this  direful  malice  had  been  created ,  I 
performed  the  operation  of  tying  the  carotid 
artery,  and  Mr.  B.  Cooper  was  with  me  on 
that  occasion  as  a  frieud.  This,  to  be  sure, 
looks  very  like  malice.  Passing  over  this, 
let  as  look  to  the  reports  of  hospital  cases 
treated  by  Mr.  Cooper.  It  is  but  fair  again, 
I  say,  to  presume  that  T  was  here  exceed- 
ingly  virulent — that  a  mains  animus  pervaded 
the  whole — that  the  deep  and  bitter  spirit  of 
revenge  ran  through  all  which  1  wrote  ap- 
pertaining to  Mr.  Cooper.  Here  is  a  speci- 
men ;  it  was  on  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Cooper 
tying  the  subclavian  artery,  and  runs  thus. 
"  There  was  a  most  crowded  assemblage 
collected  to  witness  this  grand  spectacle  :  the 
operation  was  certainly  effected  in  a  master- 
ly style.  Although  we  cordially  concur 
with  the  adage — sat  cilo,  si  iit  bene,  yet 
where  celerity  t  an  be  combined  with  safety, 
as  it  was  in  the  present  operation,  it  Must 
coinmaud  admiration."  It  may  be  said  that 
there  were  no  opportunities,  during  a  period 
of  fifteen  months,  of  showing  malice — that 
all  the  cases  treated  by  Mr.  Cooper  were  of 
the  same  praiseworthy  description  as  the 
operation  i  have  just  spoken  of.  But  ii 
will  be  seen,  in  reference  to  Tin;  Lancit 
for  the  year  1U.'7,  there  were  various  cases 
reported,  which  afforded  ample  opportunity 
of  testifying  revenge,  k  I  had  entertained 
it.  Not  to  go  through  all  the  untoward 
cases,  I  may  mention  a  case  of  hernia, 
where  a  portion  of  omentum  was  removed » 
by  Mr.  .Cooper,  and  death  ensued  f  rom  iu- 1 
tcroal  haemorrhage.  Again  ;  a  case  ot  her- 
nia, where  a  gangrenous  gut  was  reduced, 


and  the  patient  died  from  frccal  extravasa- 
tion into  the  cavity  of  the  ubdomeu. 

I  have  *thus  endeavoured  to  show  you, 
Gentlemen,  that  no  change  took  place  in  my 
conduct  of  reporting  towards  Mr.  Brausby 
j  Cooper,   after  the   time  and  occasion  at 
'  which  it  has  been  affirm ed  "  mulice'  com- 
!  menced.    Look  at  the  remarks  made  upon 
■  the  operation  of  tying  the  subclavian  artery, 
i  and  tell  rue  whether  you  can  or  do,  for  a 
[  moment,  think  they  bear  the  impress  of 
i  malice.    I  must  now  allude  to  a  tiausaction 
J  in  private  life,  a  friendly  act  on  my  part 
towards  liransby  Cooper — one  for  which  ha 
must  know  and  feel  that  he  stands  indebted 
I  to  me — one  which,  if  he  were  present,  [ 
I  hope  and  think  he  would  acknowledge.  You 
are  all  aware,  that  in  18-?  it  was  stated  in 
various  sources,  that  Sir  Astley  Cooper  had 
entirely  retired  from  practice.  A  paragraph 
at  this  lime  appeared  in  the  Morning  llerutd, 
to  the  effect,  that  Sir  Astley  had  left  his 
house  in  Spring  Gardens,  and  had  com- 
pletely withdrawn  from  practice.    I  need 
not  tell  you,  that  to  Mr.  B.  Cooper,  who 
was  looking  forward  in  expectation  of  suc- 
ceeding to  some  portion,  at  least,  of  his 
uncle's  practice,  this  paragraph  had  an  in- 
jurious tendency.     People  would  reason 
thus — Sir  Astley  is  gone  from  Spring  Gar- 
dens, and  I  will  go  to  some  one  else.  Feel- 
ing this,  I  expressed  ray  opinion  to  Mr.  B. 
Cooper,  and  advised  him  to  procure  the  in- 
sertion of  another  paragraph  to  the  effect, 
that  although  the  former  assertion  was  true 
in  respect  to  Sir  Astley  resigning  practice, 
yet  it  was  not  so  as  regards  the  house, 
which,  (fur  such  was  the  fact,)  had  belonged 
to  Mr.  B.  Cooper  for  some  time  past,  and 
chat  he  had  succeeded  to  his  uncle's  prac- 
tice.   Mr.  Cooper  called  at  my  house  ut 
Walworth  twice  on  the  day  after  I  had  men- 
tioned this  affair  to  him,  and  begged  that  I 
would  advise  him  as  to  the  form  of  the  pa- 
ragraph, and  means  of  procuring  its  inser- 
tion.   My  advice  was  followed,  and  a  para- 
graph, I  believe,  did  make  its  appearance  to 
the  effect  that  I  advised.    Gentlemen,  1 
should  have  been  ashamed  to  mention  this, 
In.d  I  not  been  so  bitterly  and  wrougfully 
accused  of  writing  the  late  report  from  ma- 
lite.    I  never  did  entertaiu  such  feeling, 
and  those  who  beslknowme  wiil  attest  that, 
of  all  men  living,  1  am  the  least  capable  of 
bearing  animosity  for  any  lengthened  pe- 
riod.   I  feel  warmly,  often  speak  warmly, 
and  not  unfrenueiul  v  act  with  much  warmth  ; 
but  if  you  believe  the  assertion  of  malice 
made  against  me,  you  must  really  believe 
mv  venom  to  be  exceedingly  cold-blooded — 
a  deep,  d;Tk,  bitter  revenue,  over  which  I 
brooded  for  fifteen  months,    even,  during 
this  time,  can  s  si  tig  the  victim  I  was  about  to 
c.'uite.    1  will  detaiu  you  n  J  longer  on  this 
head,  but  i  will  now  say  a  lew  words  on 
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what  has'  been  called  the  "  unprofessional "  I  my  professional  existence— to  hiro  am  I  in 
nature  of  the  report.    Looking  at  the  literal  gratitude  bound.  What  then  had  I  been  the 


meaning  of  this  word,  I  am  to  suppose  by 
this  charge,  that  the  report  was  not  written 
in  the  usual  manner  of  professional  cases, 
the  dramatic  form  being  substituted  for  the 
narrative.  Are  the  members  of  this  Society- 
then,  to  sit  a3  judges  of  style  iu  writing? 
Gentlemen,  I  witnessed  the  operation  in 
question,  and  no  words  which  I  could  em- 
ploy would  adequately  convey  to  you  the 
state  of  my  feelings  on  the  subject ;  1  wrote 
the  report  under  the  excitement  of  those 
feelings  ;  I  characterised  it  in  terms  which 
you,  who  have  not  seen  that  which  I  saw, 
may  regard  as  harsh,  but  1  felt  that  the  jus- 
tice of  the  case  demanded  that  it  should  be 


unconscious  means  of  effecting?  Why,  of 
seriously  impeding,  if  not  of  utterly  blight- 
ing, the  professional  career  of  his  eldest 
son,  to  whom  he  was  anxiously  looking  up, 
as  a  relief  in  declining  years.  No  man,  save 
myself,  can  tell  the  feeling  with  which  I 
entered  the  witness-box  ;  and  I  say  thus 
much,  to  account  for  any  thing  bearing  the 
appearance  of  dismay  or  trepidation. 

It  may  have  appeared  to  some  that  I 
made  a  false  statement  respecting  the  pro- 
curing of  Mr.  Claphara's  diploma  from 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  because  I  said,  in  reply 
to  a  question  of  counsel,  that  I  was  rot 
aware  of  Clapham's  going  to  the  Hall,  and 


depicted  in  the  most  vivid  colours.  1  main-  !  that  when  he  informed  me,  I  was  much  sur- 
tain  here,  as  I  have  done  elsewhere,  and  f  prised  ;  whereas  the  secretary  of  the  Com- 
ever  will  maintain,  to  the  last  hour  of  my  j  pany  deposed,  that  a  certificate  of  moral 


life,  that  not  one  single  iota  of  what  I  have 
written  is  untrue.  W  hen  the  esprit  de  corps 
shall  with  me  outweigh  the  better  feelings 
of  humanity,  I  may,  perhaps,  comprehend 
what  is  really  meant  by  stigmatizing  the 
report  as  "  unprofessional."  So  painfully 
acute  were  my  feelings  on  the  subject,  that 
I  will  say,  if  the.  case  occurred  again  to- 
morrow, 1  should  describe  it  in  a  similar 
manner. 

It  has  been  made  matter  of  accusation 
against  me,  that  I  evinced  much  hesitation 
in  giving  my  evidence  in  the  late  trial,  and 
the  extra-judicial  remark  of  Lord  Tenterden 
has  been  cited  against  me.  Hesitation  I 
may  have  been  guilty  of,  but  not  prevarica- 
tion or  contradiction.  1  assure  you,  gentle- 
men, that  when  I  was  asked  respecting  the 
affair  at  Guy's  dinner,  I  was  completely 
bewildered,  so  entirely  and  effectually  was 
the  whole  occurrence  buried  within  me. 
I  was  required  to  swear  positively  on  sub- 
jects which  had  totally  passed  from  my 
memory,  and,  because  I  hesitated,  I  am 
condemned,  1  suppose  that,  if  1  had  gone 
into  the  witness-box,  and  sworn  "  straight 
forward,"  through  thick  and  thin,  without 
any  deliberation,  then  we  should  hare  heard 
nothing  about  hesitation.  Gentlemen  should 
reflect  for  one  moment  upon  the  appalling 
circumstances  under  which  I  entered  the 
witness-box.  Feeling,  as  I  did,  that  the 
whole  case  hinged  upon  roe, — being  the 
writer  of  the  article  from  which  the  whole 
cause  sprunsr, — is  it  not  natural  to  suppose 
my  mind  was  'deeply  and  painfully  agi- 
tated I  It  was  so;  and,  in  this  state  of 
feeling,  let  me  remind  you  of  what  occurred. 
My  cousin  Clapham,  who  was  called  to 
town,  through  my  agency,  to  give  evidence 
in  this  case,  met  me  at  the  door  of  the  court, 
as  I  was  about  to  be  called  forward,  and 
briefly  informed  me  of  what  had  transpired 
respecting  himself.  I  was  apprenticed  to  Mr. 
Clapham's  father ;  to  him  am  I  indebted  for 


character  was  given,  bearing  my  signature. 
1  have  no  hesitation  in  avowing,  that  this 
certificate  was  written  by  me,  and  I  shall  bo 
readily  able  to  explain  the  appareut  contra- 
diction between  this  act  and  my  evidence, 
when  1  tell  you  the  certificate  was  one  of  a 
general  nature,  being  a  testimonial  of  pro- 
fessional ability,  as  well  as  of  excellent 
private  character,  having  no  particular  re- 
ference to  the  Hall.  1  knew  that  it  was 
Clapham's  intention  to  pass  the  Hall  before 
he  left  town,  but  he  was  summoned  hastily 
away,  in  consequence  of  the  severe  illness 
of  his  father  ;  and  he,  therefore,  passed  his 
examination  with  but  a  few  days'  prepara- 
tion, when  he  came  to  my  house,  and  in- 
formed me  and  ray  family,  to  our  great  sur- 
prise, that  he  had  obtained  his  diploma.  I 
do  most  explicitly  declare,  that  I  was  en- 
tirely ignoraut  of  the  means  he  had  used  to 
prove  his  being  of  sufficient  age,  nor  did  I 
know,  in  fact,  what  was  his  precise  age.  I 
have  no  wish  to  gloss  over  the  immorality 
and  high  culpability  of  making  affirmation  to 
that  which  the  person  knows  to  be  false — 
yet  if  extenuation  can  be  pleaded,  what  can 
be  more  powerfully  urged,  than  the  desire 
of  rendering  a  sick,  and  for  aught  he  could 
foresee,  a  dying  parent,  happy  ?  '1  his  young 
man  is  the  hope,  the  main  stay,  of  a  large 
family,  who  would  look  to  him  for  support, 
from  professional  exertion,  in  the  event  of 
his  father's  decease  ;  and  1  know,  and  be- 
lieve, that  a  contemplation  of  this  led  to  the 
commission  of  the  offence. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured,  Gentlemen,  to 
explain  satisfactorily  to  you  every  part  of 
my  conduct  in  the*  late  "trial.  1  "have  been 
compelled  to  be  my  own  accuser,  and  my 
own  defender,  hut  why  is  this  attack 
alone  mado  upon  me — why  am  I  singled  out 
a*  a  libeller — why  am  I  proscribed,  and  an 
attempt  made,  as  it  were,  to  hunt  me  down? 
If  even-handed  justice  is  to  be  dealt  out — 
if  this  be  a  measure  calculated  to  mark 
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degradation  on  the  writer  of  that  which  is  I  Mr.  Evans.  Sir,  I,  for  one,  ask  to 
judged  to  be  a  libel — 1  ask.  again  why  am  1  know  the  nature  of  the  charge  brought 
alone  selected?  A  jury  of  the  country '  against  Mr.  Lambert.  It  is  a  painful  situ- 
have  undoubtedly  decided  against  the  relation  for  a  man  to  be  placed  in  ;  and  1  am 
port  which  ]  wrote— but  I  ask,  is  there  no  i  sorry  to  find,  that  those  who  have  proposed 
person  in  this  Society  against  whom  a  jury  this  question  have  given  no  opportunity  of 
have  also  decided  ?    Is  there  not  a  member  fixing  any  definite  charge  against  Mr.  Lam- 


now  in  this  room,  who  was  convicted  of  oue 
of  the  most  cold-blooded,  malignant,  and 


bert.  My  impression  against  him  was 
strong,  aud  I  come  down  here  to  give  my 


atrocious  libels,  that  ever  was  penued — one  j  vote  against  him  ;  but  that  was  before  £ 

had  heard  his  explanation.  Since  he  has 
come  forward  in  tlie  open,  bold,  and  manly 
manner  he  has  done,  and  given  the  expla- 
nation he  has  made,  I  feel  that  I  ought 
not  to  vote  against  him.  Mr.  Lambert  has, 
to  my  complete  satisfaction,  done  away  with 
the  charge  of  malus  animus,  on  his  part,  to- 
wards  Mr.  Cooper ;  and,  in  respect  to  the 
charge  of  hesitation  iu  the  witness-box,  I 
can  readilv  believe  that  a  man  of  the  strict* 
est  integrity,  with  sensitive  feelings,  and  a 
mind  toitnred  as  Mr.  Lambert's  was — I 
say  that  1  can  easily  conceive  such  a  man. 
would  hesitate,  and  he  would  thus  wear  the 
impress  of  hnving  something  to  conceal. 
I  trust  that  this  Society  will  not  identify 
itself  with  the  rumour  out  of  doors  ;  it  was 
upon  that  which  I  had  formed  my  opinion, 
and  I  trust  the  Society  will  now  hesitate 
before  it  comes  to  that  decision  which,  in 


which  was  declared  to  be  as  low  and  con- 
temptible in  its  style,  as  it  was  scandalous 
aud  infamous  in  its  insinuation — and  one 
which  the  cowardly  assassin  dared  not  justify  1 
But,  then,  to  be  sure,  all  this  was  done 
against  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet — lies  and 
scandal  are,  then,  of  course,  fair  weapons. 
But  1  trust  this  Society  will  not  lend  itself 
to  a  base  faction,  who  seek  to  crush  me,  on 
account  of  my  having  been  connected  with 
The  Lancet,  and,  as  such,  contributed  to 
expose  their  shallowness  and  rotteuness.  I 
would  simplyask,  whether' this  is  to  be  a 
ballot  to  expel  me,  because  I  have  done 
wrong  in  writing  the  report,  or,  rather,  is 
it  because  1  contributed  to  The  Lanc  i-t  f 
Oh  !  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  if  the  report 
had  been  drawn  up  against  Mr.  Waklev,  or 
any  of  bis  fiiends,  we  should  have  heard 
nothing  of  a  ballot  for  my  expulsion.  So 
much  for  the  love  of  justice — the  respect 


all  probability,  will  be  fatal  to  his  views  in 
for  the  profession,  which,  1  dare  say,  we  j  future  life, 
shall  hear  something  about.  Gentlemen,  it  j  A  Member,  whose  name  we  could  not 
may  savour  somewhat  of  egotism  for  me  to  , learn,  said, — My  reason  for  not  voting  on 
assert  it,  but  having  a  covert  and  cowardly '  this  question  is,  that  there  is  no  specific 
attack  made  upon  me,  1  shall  be  excused  in  ;  charge  brought  forward.  1  cannot  conceive 
saying,  that  the  whole  tenor  of  my  life  has  •  it  justice  to  ask  a  vote  from  us  against 


beea  strictly  correct  and  honourable.  There 
is  no  human  being  who  can  say  aught  in  dis- 
paragement of  my  character ;  1  should  not 
tear  to  have  every  action  of  my  life  written 
in  large  characters,  aud  laid  upon  that  table 
for  inspection.  Eor  my  success  in  life,  1 
am  maiuly  indebted  to  my  own  exertions. 
I  have  pursued  the  study  of  my  profession 
with  zeal  and  assiduity.  I  have  done  no 
wrong,  aud  I  fear  no  man.  If  J  have  not 
explained  all  satisfactorily,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  do  so  in  answer  to  any  question  tliat  may- 
be put  to  me,  or  in  reply  to  any  observation 
that  may  be  made  on  what  I  have  said. 

[In  the  course  of  the  speech,  the  Chair- 
man, iu  the  most  unfair  aud  indecorous 
mauner,  repeatedly  interrupted  Mr.  Lam- 
bert, advising  him  as  a  "  Euieno  !"  not  to 
make  insinuations  against  any  member  of 
the  Society,  as  they  were  unnecessary  to 
the  *•  defence,"  and  not  "  befitting  the 
situation"  in  which  Mr.  Lambert  stood.] 

The  PnEsinENT.  Gentlemen,  the  ballot 
box  will  now  be  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
table,  and  the  Members  will  do  as  they 
please  in  giving  their  ballots,  from  u  sense 
of  justice,  knowing  the  nature  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  what  has  been  said. 


Mr.  Lambert,  when  there  is  no  specific 
charge  whatever  brought  forward.  1  do 
think  some  originators  of  this  resolution 
there  must  have,  been ;  1  know  them  not, 
but  let  those  Gentlemen  come  forward  in 
the  bold  manner  Mr.  Lambert  has  done; 
let  them  state  their  charges  openly,  and 
then  let  us  be  asked  to  vote. 

Dr.  G it  i-GoiiY  considered  the  report  to 
have  been  made  in  an  unprofessional  man- 
ner, but  declared,  that  if  Mr.  Lambert  would 
retract  his  statement,  that  if  he  had  the  re- 
pori  to  make  again,  he  would  do  it  in  the 
same  manner,  he  should  vote  for  his  con- 
tinuing a  Member  of  the  Society. 

The  I'n esi i) k nt,  finding  at  this  period 
the  inclination  of  the  Meeting  to  be  in  fa- 
vour of  Mr.  Lambert,  andhis  despicable  and 
infamous  associates  in  originating  this  ma- 
lignant step  afraid  to  ht  themselves  be 
known, — <;ag«;ed,  and  unable  to  open  their 
lips,  abdicated  his  sent  in  favour  of  Dr. 
•Somei ville,  tliat  he  mi»ht  advance  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  question,  and  invigo* 
rate  his  sculking  companions  with  Iresh 
courage  ;  and  he  thus  began  :  — 

Sir,  I  kuow  nothing  on  this  occasion  of 
malice  ;  I  know  nothing  of  any  malice,  but 
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there  is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  ourselves 

and  the  profession,  I  say  Mr.  Lambert,  in 
his  description  of  that  operation,  was  guilty 
of  a  violation  of  duty  towards  one  of  his  pro- 
fessional brethren.  In  what  he  did,  he  was 
doing  unto  Mr.  Cooper  that  which  he  would 
not  like  others  to  do  to  him.  If  Mr.  Lam- 
bert was  performing  an  operation,  and  I 
dare  say  he  has  performed  many,  and  very 
ably,  and  another  was  to  consider  the  ope- 
ration was  not  well  performed,  and  reported 
in  such  a  manner  to  the  profession  and  the 
public,  I  am  quite  sure  he  would  not  like  it. 
This  gentleman  says,  and,  in  truth,  he  de- 
clares, he  is  the  avowed  reporter  of  Tim 
Lancet,  and  the  author  of  most  of  those 
reports  that  came  to  it.  Now  I  state  as 
one,  that  1  will  not  sit  longer  in  the  Society 
of  which  he  is  a  member.  1  state  before 
God,  that  1  have  no  malice  towards  him.  1 
have  seldom  read  the  paper  of  which  he 
says  he  is  the  reporter,  and  I  can  have 
formed  no  particular  opinion  ,  but  from  what 
I  have  read,  and  from  what  I  have  heard  of 
the  report  of  this  operation,  it  is  any  tiling 
but  professional ;  it  is  any  thing  hut  that 
which  ought  to  emanate  from  a  man  who 
understands  his  profession,  who  has  a  chris- 
tian feeling  wilhiu  his  breast,  and  that  ought 
to  prevail  in  his  conduct  as  to  the  public 


nourable  profession  ;  that  men  in  it  are  to 
act  in  a  straight  forward  and  honourable 
manner;  that  they  are  to  act  with  that 
against  which  Mr.  Lambert  appeared  to 
sneer — an  esprit  de  corpt—  to  act  in  a  way 
calculated  to  honour  the  profession,  and  not 
to  display  the  spots  in  the  sun,  when  they 
would  not,  but  for  their  conduct,  be  per- 
ceived. Sir,  if  Mr.  Cooper  was  the  bad 
surgeon  which  Mr.  Lambert  supposes  him 
to  be,  still  it  is  not  becoming  of  Mr.  Lam- 
bert, or  of  any  member  of  the  profession,  to 
hold  him  up  to  animadversion.  Sir,  if  he  had 
had  the  honour  of  the  profession  at  heart,  ho 
would  have  gone  to  Mr.  Cooper  in  private, 
and  lamented  over  what  had  happened.  I 
cenceive  it  a  presumption  to  tell  a  man, 
even  in  private,  such  as  Mr.  Cooper,  that 
he  has  done  wrong ;  but  to  come  to  the 
public,  to  blazon  these  circumstances  be- 
fore every  one— good  God  !  is  it  possible  that 
he  loves  the  profession  1  No  man  who  loves 
his  profession  could  have  doue  so.  Now, 
Sir,  I  do  coudemn  my  friend  Dr.  Gregory 
for  the  statement  he  has  made,  though  1  do 
give  him  the  credit  of  believing  it  was  done 
from  good  feeling.  Mr.  Lambert  did  not 
end  his  speech  in  the  manner  Dr.  Gregory 
said  he  did.  He  said,  that  if  he  had  to  make 
the  report  over  again  to-morrow,  he  would 


and  himself.  Sir,  I  am  not  afraid  to  utter! do  it  in  precisely  the  same  way.  He  has, 
any  thing  in  this  Society,  when  truth  and  therefore,  done  the  act,  and  he  glories  in  it. 


Christian  charity  are  in  the  way.  I  state, 
in  the  first  instance,  that  Mr.  Lambert  has 
acted  unprofesaionally  in  the  manner  in 
which  be  reported  that  operation  ;  in  the 
second  place,  I  say  that  he  prevaricated  in 
the  witness  box,  and  that  one  of  the  mildest 
and  most  upright  judges  this  country  ever 
saw,  has  expressed  his  opinion  upon  it,  and 
Mr,  Lambert  has  gone  forward  to  the  pub- 
lic, like  Caiu,  with  a  mark  branded  on  his 
forehead.  (Great  confusion.)  1  beg  leave 
to  state,  while  I  was  in  the  Chair,  that  I 


He  has  stigmatised  the  character  of  another, 
and  he  glories  in  bis  conduct.  Sir,  upon 
the  whole,  I  do  conceive  that  Mr.  Lambert 
is  unworthy  to  be  a  member  of  this  Society  ; 
X  shall  vote  aguiust  him,  and  trust  that  every 
man  who  has  a  true  sense  of  the  honour  of 
his  profession  at  heart,  will  also  vole  against 
him. 

Mr.  Lambebt.  As  I  have  already  occu- 
pied so  long  a  time,  I  shall  now  occupy  but 
a  very  few  moments  longer.  I  return  Dr. 
Thomson  my  tbanks,  for  having  come  for- 


perraitted  Mr.  Lambert  to  be  heard  with  ward  in  the  "  straight  forward"  manner  he 
patience!!  and  that  1  prevented  auy  thing  has  done.    But  Dr.  Thoruoon  has  entirely 


being  said  injurious  to  his  feelings  ;  1  trust, 
therefore,  while  I  am  addressing  the  Chair, 
the  same  indulgence  may  be  meted  out  to 
ine.  Sir,  I  say  it  was  broadly  stated  in  the 
face  of  the  public,  that  that  gentleman  had 
not  answered  oue  question  in  a  straight  for- 
ward way  as  he  ought  to  have  done.  Mr. 
Lambert  need  not  say  that  1  belong  to  a 
party,  or  that  1  came  here  to  vote  against 
him  because  I  have  malice  against  him.  1 
know  nothing  of  Mr.  Lambert,  1  know  no- 
thing of  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  j  1  never  saw 
Mr.  Cooper,  to  my  knowledge,  in  the  course 
of  my  life.  1  never  spoke  to  him.  I  am  not 
judging  betweeu  Mr.  Lambert  and  Mr. 
Cooper ;  1  have  a  higher  respect  than  thot 
which  1  entertain  for  either  of  them — the 
honour  of  the  profession.  I  conceive  that 
this  profession  is  to  be  held  up  as  an  ho- 


forgotten  the  distinction  between  public  and 
private  character.  Good  God !  are  we  to  cast 
a  cloak  over  the  situation  and  conduct  of 
public  officers  1  If  1  were  in  a  public  situ- 
ation, 1  should  consider  it  a  duty  I  owed 
to  the  public,  that  every  case  should  be 
reported  that  came  under  my  hards,  good 
lor  bad.  Dr.  Thomson  has,  therefore,  en- 
tirely mistaken  the  view  I  take.  If  I  had 
followed  the  base  example  of  one  member 
now  in  this  room — if  I  had  stepped  over  any 
man's  threshold,  and  carried  veuoin  into  do- 
mestic life — if  I  had  entered  that  sanctuary 
hitherto  regarded  as  sacred,  by  all  but  the 
veriest  scum  of  writers — if  I  had  torn  aside 
the  veil  of  private  life,  and  had  attempted  to 
hold  a  man  up  to  infamy  as  a  loathsome  cri- 
minal, guilty  of  the  most  horrid  crime  to- 
wards society,  and  all  this  when  I  knew  i% 
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to  be  falte— then,  indeed,  I  should  Lave 

deserved  your  acorn  and  reprobation.  I 
here  ask  again,  why  have  not  the  Society 
testified  their  honest  and  just  indignation  at 
such  conduct  ?  It  is  true  that  1  said,  that  it' 
I  had  the  report  to  write  over  a^ain,  1 
should  do  it  in  the  same  manner  aa  that 
which  I  had  done  ;  but  I  said  that  I  wrote 
it  under  the  highest  feelings  of  excitement. 
As  to  Dr.  Thomson's  threat  of  retiriug  from 
the  Society,  it  is  probable  that  his  presence 
here  will  not  be  much  disturbed  by  me  ; 
I  have  not  attended  the  Society  once  this 
season  before,  and,  but  for  this  affair,  it  is 
very  probable  that  I  should  not  have  been 
hero  again.  As  to  his  resignation,  I  sup- 
pose that  nothing  short  of  an  earthquake 
would  ensue  after  it. 

Dr.  Johnstone.    Sir,  I  came  here  the 
last  night  on  which  the  Society  met,  not 
knowing  any  thing  about  this  question  ;  1 
knew  nothing  whatever  of  it  when  1  enter- 
ed the  room,  and  1  will  now  state  my  rea- 
sons for  meaning  to  give  my  vote  against 
Mr.  Lambert.    Is  it  no  degradation  of  Mr. 
Lambert  to  look  back  to  his  course  of  life  1 
Can  he  state  a  single  instance  where  a  stu- 
dent has  been  turned  out  of  three  hospitals, 
out  of  two,  or  out  of  one,  for  good  conduct  ? 
If  he  can  bring  forward  one  such  instance,  I 
shall  then  vote  for  him.    (Confusion.)  Is 
it  no  degradation  for  the  Lord  Chief  Justice 
to  state,  that  he  had  not  answered  one 
question  in.  a  straight  forward  mauner  ?  Sir, 
ou  that  ground  1  shall  vote  against  him,  for 
we  do  not  want  such  agents  in  this  Society. 
Was  there  no  degradation  in  the  evidence 
of  Dr.  Hodgkin  and  of  Mr.  Key,  respecting 
Mr.  Lambert  1  Did  not  Mr.  Lambert  go  up 
to  Dr.  Hodgkin,  and  say — here,  Sir,  is  a 
hole  between  the  rectum  and  bladder  1 
What  did  he  mean  by  that  ?    1  shall  not  say, 
but  leave  it  to  the  Society  to  state  what  he 
meant  by  it.    The  report  stated  that  the 
cellular  membrane  was  easily  lacerable — 
ergo,  that  it  was  lacerated.    Even  his  friend, 
Mr.  Wakley,  at  the  trial,  argued  that  Mr. 

Lambert  had  made  the  opening  "That's 

false,"  exclaimed  a  voice  from  without,  in 
a  tone  which  struck  such  terror  into  Poor 
Jemmy,  that  his  jaw  fell  with  an  audible 
click,  and,  in  a  few  seconds  afterwards,  he 
himself  dropped  on  his  seat,  without  utter- 
ing another  word._  The  unfortunate  animal 
had  evidently  recognised  the  voice,  as  had 
also  the  Yellow  Goth,  Roderick,  who,  with 
pallid  lip  and  cadaverous  cheek,  yelled, 
"  Keep  him  out" — "  keep  him  out."  '*  Send 
for  the  police," said  Roderick.  '*  Send  for  all 
the  police,"  feebly  ejaculated  poor  fainting 
Jemmy.  "  Shoot  the  dowr," — "  thedowr" — 
exclaim  d  the  Ahehdkkn  Dub  in  the 
Chair.  Ou  which  Mr.  Wakley  exclaimed — 
"  Why  do  you  not  admit  me  1"  "  Why  are 
you  ao  cowardly  as  to  make  charges  against 


ma,  and  then  refuse  me  an  opportunity  of 
defending  mysell :" 

A  scene  of  the  greatest  confusion  now  took 
place.  Violent  uttempts  from  within  were 
made  completely  to  shut  the  door,  whilst 
an  immense  throng  of  visiters  and  members, 
assembled  on  the  outside,  for  a  consider- 
able period  prevented  it.  Dr.  Webster,  and 
various  others,  declared  themselves  per- 
fectly incapable  of  shutting  the  door,  or  of 
pushing  back  the  visitors.  Mr.  Wakley,  who 
was  standing  in  the  lobby,  again  earnestly 
entreated  that  the  gentlemen  would  not 
attempt  to  force  the  door.  Dr.  Gregory  re- 
quested that  some  persons  would  run  to  the 
nearest  Police  Office  for  a  supply  of  armed 
men!!.'  (Roars  of  laughter,  hurraing,  and 
hissing.)  The  Doctor,  tindiog  no  one  obe- 
dient to  his  call,  forced  himself  into  the 
passage,  exclaiming,  "  They  say  it  can't  be 
done,  but  I'll  see  that  it's  done."  When, 
with  an  appearance  as  wild  as  a  deer,  and 
as  pale  as  a  ghost,  he  thought  he  had  got 
out  of  the  room,  he  was  uuder  the  neces- 
sity of  roaring  out,  "  Oh  !  my  foot,  my 
foot ;  you've  got  my  foot  inside  ;  let  out  my 
foot."  (Immense  laughter  and  confusion.) 
At  length,  having  succeeded  in  getting  out 
by  piece-mesl,  with  the  exception,  as  we 
thought,  of  a  portion  of  his  brown  great  coat 
being  left  behind,  be  flew  two  or  three 
times  up  and  down  the  stairs,  in  a  wild 
unmeaning  manner,  and  then  returned  and 
planted  himself  outside  of  the  door,  pro- 
testing that  he  would  himself  act  as  a 
poUce  officer.  In  the  course  of  his  stand  at 
the  door,  he  repeatedly  applied  for  some  of 
the  Members  of  the  Society  to  relieve  him, 
by  taking  his  situation,  and  permitting  him. 
to  get  back  to  his  seat ;  at  length  he  was 
obliged  to  declare  to  the  spectators,— <• 
"  There's  not  a  man  in  the  Society  will  take 
my  place."  "  No,  (observed  one  of  the 
Gentlemen  presou  t)  that  is  the  most  cor- 
rect assert iou  you  ever  made  in  your  life  ; 
nor  is  there  a  man  in  the  universe,  but  your- 
self, who  would  so  far  degrade  himself  as 
to  come  forward,  in  so  unblushing  and  so 
disgraceful  a  manner,  to  be  the  champion  of 
such  '  hole  and  corner  proceedings.'  Why 
should  you  connect  yourself  with  proceed- 
ings that  you  are  ashamed  of,  and  that  you 
dare  not  permit  the  eye  of  the  public  to 
scrutinise?"  "  I  don  t  know,"  said  the 
Doctor.  "  Who  is  the  prosecutor  V*  "  There 
is  no  prosecutor,"  answered  the  doctor. 
"  Then  the  more  despicable  your  couduct. 
Dr.  Thompson's  couduct,  too,  in  leaving  the 
chair,  and  making  u  speech  to  bias  the 
Meeting,  was  in  a  piece  with  the  whole  of 
the  nefarious  conduct."  "  Yes,"  said  Dr. 
Gregory,  "  I  agree,  and  have  always 
thought  it  was  highly  improper  for  the  Chair- 
man to  take  any  part  in  the  proceedings." 

Amidst  this  sort  of  tumult,  both  outside 
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and  inside,  was  the  ballot  taken,  and  the 
expulsion  of  Mr.  Lambert  declared  to  have 
been  carried.  This  Star  Chamber  business 
was  concluded  at  ten  o'clock,  when  the 
Meeting  broke  up. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
January  5,*  1828. 

Dr.  Haslam,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

POINT  OF  ORDER  SPECIMEN   OF  DISEAS8D 

HEART.  —  COINCIDENCE  OF  DISEASED  REC- 
TUM WITH  PHTHISIS  PULMONALI8. 

AVhen  the  Members  began  to  assemble  at  a 
few  minutes  before  eight  o'clock,  the  time- 
piece in  the  Society's  room  was  observed  to 
be  ten  minutes  behind  the  proper  time.  A 
gentleman  near  us  observed,  that  it  had  been 
put  back  for  some  purpose  or  other.  The 
President  desired  one  of  the  door-keepers 
(a  son  of  the  Registrar)  to  put  it  forward 
to  the  proper  hour.  The  President  took 
the  chair  at  eight  o'clock,  and  the  Registrar 
not  being  present,  he  requested  the  door- 
keeper to  inform  him  that  the  time  for  com- 
mencing the  business  of  the  Society  had 
arrived. 

The  Registrar,  at  five  minutes  past 
eight  o'clock,  made  his  appearance,  and 
stated,  that  as  the  Council  were  engaged  in 
some  very  important  business  below,  he  did 
not  know  whether  the  President  might 
think  proper  to  delay  commencing  business 
until  they  arrived. 

The  President  observed,  that  if  he  (the 
Registrar)  were  present,  that  was  quite  suf- 
ficient 5  he  did  not  see  that  he  had  any 
right  to  wait  for  the  Council ;  indeed  that 
was  quite  out  of  the  question,  therefore  he 
requested  the  Registrar  to  read  the  minutes 
of  the  last  evening's  proceedings,  declaring 
the  business  of"  the  Society  to  have  com- 
menced. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  were 
read. 

Dr.  Buck  requested  to  know  whether 
the  President  had  taken  the  opinion  of  the 
Council  upon  a  point  of  order  he  had  slated 
he  should  do  t 

The  President  replied,  that  he  had  had 
no  conversation  whatever  with  the  Council; 
he  had  had  no  information  from  them,  nor 
had  he  been  delegated  with  any  answer  to 
the  question  put  to  him. 

Dr.  Ramadge  exhibited  to  the  Society 
five  hearts,  in  a  state  of  auricular  ventricular 
contraction,  which  he  had  collected  within 
the  last  fortnight ;  there  was  also  hypertro- 
phy in  some  of  the  auricles  and  ventricles. 
One  of  them,  particularly,  was  a  very  beauti- 


ful specimen.   The  masoular  substance  of  it 

was  extremely  thickened  ;  hypertrophy  in 
the  left  ventricle,  a  contraction  at  the  right 
of  the  aorta,  a  strong  band  of  muscular 
fibres  crossing  the  base  of  the  tube,  so  as 
considerably  to  have  impeded  the  flow  of 
blood,  and,  by  the  additional  force  required 
to  throw  it  out,  a  portion  of  the  aorta  had 
become  elongated,  and  nearly  driven  off 
from  its  connexion  with  the  heart. 

Mr.  Hon  by  wood  wished  to  know  the 
symptoms  which  led  Dr.  Ramadge,  during 
life,  to  conclude,  that  the  patients  had  dis- 
eased hearts. 

Dr.  Ramadge  had  seen  them  when  la- 
bouring under  a  state  of  dropsy.  There  was 
a  good  deal  of  fluid  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
chest.  1  he  ventricles  were  to  be  heard 
actjng  very  feebly,  except  in  the  instance 
where  the  left  ventricle  was  in  a  state  of 
hypertrophy,  and  then  there  was  consider- 
able action.  The  patients,  for  a  long  time 
before  their  dissolution,  could  not  remain  in 
their  recumbent  position.  Placing  them  in 
a  chair,  and  getting  an  assistant  to  hold  the 
inferior  extremities  and  lower  part  of  their 
bodies  steadily,  by  shaking  the  superior 
part,  fluid  in  the  chest  was  distinctly  heard 
to  undulate.  There  were  strong  sonorous 
symptoms  also.  The  respiratory  functions 
did  not  act  clearly.  In  some  of  the  cases 
there  was  a  strong  impulse  communicated  to 
the  finger  behind  the  ribs  opposite  the  heart, 
by  some  small  arteries,  which,  under  com- 
mon circumstances,  are  not  detectable  by 
the  touch. 

The  Registrar,  (the  Council  having  now 
entered  the  room,  and  it  being  upwards  of 
twenty  minutes  past  eight  o'clock,)  begged 
to  interrupt  Dr.  Ramadge,  for  the  purpose 
of  stating,  that  a  paper  had  just  been  put 
into  his  hands  from  the  Council,  with  a  re- 
quest that  it  might  be  read  to  the  Society. 

The  President.  Is  it  in  the  ordinary 
routine  of  business  to  read  it  now  1 

The  Registrar.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Council  to  read  it. 

The  President.  Well,  but  is  it  in  order 
that  it  should  be  read?  That  is  the  first 
thing,  I  presume,  to  be  examined  into.  I 
should  be  very  bappy  to  read  any  thing  that 
is  sent  up  by  the  Council ;  but  whether  this 
interesting  subject  that  Dr.  Ramadge  is 
upon  is  to  be  interrupted  by  the  reading  of 
this  paper,  I  shall  take  the  sense  of  the  So- 
ciety upon.  Gentlemen,  I  give  no  opinion 
upon  it  'myself,  but  will  take  the  sense  of 
the  Society  upon  the  question.  Those  that 
are  of  opinion  that  this  minute  from  the 
Council  should  now  be  read  to  the  interrup- 
tion and  exclusion  of  the  ordinary  business 
of  the  Society,  will  please  to  signify  the 
same  by  holding  up  their  right  hands. 

Mr.  Proctor.  I  think,  Mr.  President, 
before  putting  the  question,  I  ought  to  ob- 
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genre,  that  I  am  sure  the  Council  would  not  tion,  I  have  not  the  slightest  objection  ;  be- 
send  up  any  tiling  that  was  not  interesting  cause,  let  it  be  fully  understood,  that  it  is 
to  the  body  of  the  Society.  1  apprehend  it  for  you,  and  not  fur  myself,  that  I  wish  to 
will  be  better  to  hear  the  paper  read  before  preserve  every  degree  of  order  and  regular- 
your  motion  is  put,  and  then  the  sense  of  the  1  it y  that  appertains  to  this  Society.  1  should 
Society  can  be  taken,  whether  it  should  be  presume,  before  we  meet  to  canvass  the 
agreed  to  or  not.  j  conduct  of  any  gentleman,  that  somebody 

The  President.  It  is  my  duty  to  put  it  |  will  inform  us  what  is  the  nature  of  the  de- 
to  the  Society,  whether  the  business  of  the  j  linquency  that  is  to  be  inquired  into,  (criea 
Society  should,  in  the  first  place,  be  iu-  |  of  hear,  hear,)  in  order  to  know  what  we  are 
terrupted  by  the  reading  of  it.  about,  and  whether  it  is  proper  to  call  a 


Mr.  Ash  well.  Sir,  I  do  not  know  what 
the  paper  is ;  but  1  have  now  had  the  plea- 
sure of  belonging  to  this  Society  for  a  very 
long  time,  and  I  have  never  heard  such  a 
question  as  this  entertained  for  one  moment. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  law ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  I 
have  always  observed,  that  any  paper  sent 
up  by  the  Council  to  be  read,  was  put  to  the 
Society  at  once.  As  1  said  before,  I  know 
nothiug  about  what  the  paper  is,  but  1  can- 
not conceive  that  the  Council  would  send  it 
here,  if  it  did  not  relate  to  a  matter  of  essen- 
tial interest. 

The  President.  I  am  precisely  of  your 
opinion,  but  I  cannot  admit  thut  for  which 
there  appears  to  be  no  law.  I  respect  every 
thing  that  comes  from  the  Council,  but  I  do 
conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  Society  upon  whether  this  paper 
should  now  be  read,  to  tho  exclusion  of  the 
business  at  present  going  on. 

Dr.  Sue  a  km  an.  Before,  Sir,  the  question 
is  put,  I  would  ask,  in  what  an  awkward 
predicament  such  a  course  places  the  Coun- 
cil? After  coming  to  a  decision  upon  a 
question  they  have  had  under  their  conside- 
ration, if  it  is  not  to  be  permitted  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Society,  the  acts  of  the 
Council  become  entirely  anuulled.  They 
have  come  to  a  resolution  of  vital  import- 
ance, upon  which  they  think  it  is  essen- 
tial for  them  to  take  some  measure,  and  they 
wish  it  to  be  communicated  to  the  Society  ; 
but  if  the  question  from  the  chair  is  to  be 
put,  then  that  will  be  just  as  much  as  to 
say,  What  are  the  deliberations  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  us  ?  Those  deliberations  are  to  go  for 
nothing.  (Cries  of  read,  read.) 

The  Prksident.  Then,  gentlemen,  if  it  be 
your  pleasure,  it  shall  be  read. 

The  Registrar  now  read  the  notice. 
The  President.  Gentlemen,  that  you 
may  perfectly  understand  this  paper,  I  shall 
read  it  to  you  again.  It  is — "  That  a  spe- 
cial general  meeting  of  the  Society  be  sum- 
moned for  Monday,  the  19th  instant,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  conduct  of  Mr.  James 
Lambert,  and  to  take  such  measures  as 
shall  then  seem  fit.  Unanimously  carried. 
Leonard  Stuart,  Chairman.  5th  January, 
1829." — Now.  as  the  ordinary  business  of 
the  Society  has  been  interrupted,  if  it  be 


meeting  or  not.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Proctor.  1  thiuk  it  would  not  be 
fair  to  the  individual  himself,  to  canvass  the 
reasons,  at  present,  of  coming  to  this  Te- 
Bolution  ;  because  Mr.  Lambei  t  will  have 
the  opportunity  of  defending  himself  at  a 
future  period  ;  he  will  then  have  his  friends 
around  him,  and  1  hope  he  will  be  able  to 
acquit  himself;  but  it  appears  to  the  Coun- 
cil that  there  is  enough  to  warrant  them  iu 
calling  a  general  meeting. 

Tho  President.   But  a  general  meetiug 
must  be  called  for  a  specific  object,  and  thut 
object  must  be  stated.  What  has  he  done  ? 
.   Mr.  Pkocior.  Why,  that  is  the  question 
he  is  to  be  asked. 

rlhe  Pri  sidint.  Well,  but  every  person 
accused  has  a  copy  of  his  indictment.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  Proctor.  Sir,  we  hold  him  innocent 
at  present,  and  he  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  defending  himself;  but  I  think,  it  is 
within  the  competency  of  the  Couucil  to 
request  that  the  meeting  shall  be  called. 

The  Prksident.  You  Lold  him  innocent, 
Sir,  aud  yet  you  appoint  a  day  for  his  trial ! 
What  is  the  meaning  of  thai  J 

Mr.  SiiEAni.KY.  What  business  have  we 
with  Mr.  Lambert's  character?  1  know  no- 
thing of  Mr.  Lambert ;  but  if  his  conduct 
here  is  to  come  into  collision  with  what,  I 
apprehend,  is  really  meant, — that  which 
took  place  upon  the  late  trial, — then  I  say 
that  we  have  nothiug  at  all  to  do  with  it. 
Has  Mr.  Lambert  misbehaved  himself,  or 
not,  here?    That  is  the  question. 

The  Regis niAR.  Sir,  I  rise  to  order. 
We  cannot  indulge  here  iu  these  observa- 
tions. This  is  a  simple  notification  from, 
the  Council. 

The  President.  A  simple  notification* 
You  must  explain,  Sir. 

Mr.  Salmon.  1  beg  pardon  ;  but  I  must 
disagree  with  what  has  fallen  from  Mr. 
Field.  I  left  the  Council,  improperly,  per- 
haps, too  soon,  as  it  now  appears.  1  wac 
not  aware  that  such  u  motion  as  the  present 
was  to  be  brought  forward.  I  see  nothing 
iu  that  paper  which  at  all  carries  with  it 
that  which  I  consider  the  meaning  of  what 
the  Council  determined  upon.  Sir,  1  wish 
for  something  distinguishable  ;  1  wish  to  go 
upon  matter  of  fact ;  (hear,  hear  ;)  and  i  do> 
your  pleasure  to  proceed  in  this  iuvesuga-  j  not  care  when  it  is  said,  or  where  it  is  said  ; 
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but  show  me  matter  of  fact  sufficient  for  the  |  conceive  that  we  ouzbt  not  to  be  assembled 


expulsion  of  any  individual,  and  I  shall  be  the 
firat  to  adopt  the  measure  ;  but  I  do  wish  to 
Bee  the  measure  put  into  a  tangible  shape. 
We  must  have  an  accusation,  that  the  gen- 
tleman may  be  here,  either  to  condemn  him- 
aelf,  acquit  himself,  or  to  be  condemned  by 
others  ;  and  1  feel  really  ashamed  to  have  to 
state  so  much  ;  for  I  declare  I  left  the  Coun- 
cil under  a  notion  that  the  paper  that  was  to 
be  drawn  up  was  to  be  vpry  different  to 
that  which  has  just  been  read.  I  understood 
it  was  to  be  a  motion  of  the  Council  to  sum- 
mon a  general  meeting  of  the  Council,  to 
ascertain  whether  they  would,  or  would  not, 
recommend  to  the  Society  some  proceeding. 
1  say  I  mistook  the  meaning  of  the  Council, 
if  this  paper  contains  their  intention,  other- 
wise I  should  certainly  not  have  left  the 
room. 

Dr.  Blici.  Mr.  President,  I  apprehend 
that  the  whole  of  this  is  irregular.  We 
have  a  number  of  visiters  here ;  they  have 
no  right  to  speak  on  this  subject,  and 
therefore  it  cannot,  by  possibility,  be  in 
order.  It  appears  this  is  a  notice  sent  by 
the  Council  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the 
Society,  and  we  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to 
suppose  that  an  accusation  has  been  made 
to  them  sufficient  to  authorise  this  notice, 
and  we  are  bound  to  accede  to  it,  believing 
that  the  Council  would  not  have  come  to 
that  resolution,  without  proper  grounds. 

Dr.  Shiel.  As  I  am  a  visiter,  I  beg  leave 
to  withdraw,  if  my  presence  is  at  all  ob- 
jected to.    (Cries  of  no,  no,  no.) 

Mr.  Salmon  I  believe  the  error  has 
arisen  from  the  fact,  that  the  Registrar 
should  have  given  to  you,  Mr.  President, 
the  paper  before  the  business  of  the  Society 
had  commenced.  The  business  of  the  So- 
ciety is  one  thing,  and  that  of  professional 
character  another. 

The  Registrar.  It  appears  a  simple 
motion. 

Mr.  Salmon.  It  appears  too  simple  to 
warrant  a  breach  of  good  manners.  (Cries 
of  hear,  hear,  and  laughter.) 

Dr.  Ramadce  apologised  for  having  in- 
trodnced  his  subject  before  this  business 
had  been  brought  forward,  and  withdrew 
bis  preparations. 

Mr.  Salmon  meant  by  what  he  had  said, 
that  Dr.  Ramadge  ought  not  to  have  been 
interrupted  by  the  Registrar  in  the  first  in- 
stance. 

Mr.  Pearce  thought  it  ought  now  to  be 
decided,  whether  the  general  meeting,  at 
the  time  named,  was  to  take  place  or  not. 

The  Rtci5TRAM.  To  save  time,  this  is  a 
simple  notification  given  at  the  meeting, 
and  regular  circulars  of  it  will  be  sent 
during  the  week. 


The  P 


II  ESI  D  LNT. 


Sir,  but  vou  must 


here,  but  for  a  specific  purpose ;  there  ou<;ht 
to  be  a  declaration  of  that  wb.ch  is  tbe 
cific  purpose  for  which  tbe  meeting  is 
called ;  this  appears  to  me  nothing  but 
equity,  nothing  but  honourable  feeling  and 
action,  from  which  1  am  sure  this  Society 
never  will  depart.  1  hope,  therefore,  that 
either  something  specific  will  be  mentioned, 
which  we  are  to  meet  to  consider,  or  that 
the  thing  be  referred  back  to  the  Council, 
and  perhaps  on  the  following  evening,  they 
will  declare  the  specific  purpose.  This  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  but  fair,  and  what  ought 
to  be,  for  I  have  ever  held  your  honour  and 
respect  as  sacred  as  it  was  possible  ;  and  I 
do  not  like  it  should  go  forth  to  the  world, 
that  the  Medical  Society  of  London  called  a 
meeting  against  an  individual,  without  speci- 
fying a  single  thing  in  which  they  supposed 
he  had  done  wrong. 

Dr.  Kamadce  thought  it  would  be  highly 
proper  that  the  Council  should  re-consider 
tbe  paper,  inasmuch  as  one  of  themselves 
had  disagreed  with  it.  It  purported  to  be 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  Council, 
whereas  one  of  the  Council  had  declared  it 
was  altogether  inconsistent  with  what  be 
understood  the  regulation  of  tbe  Council 
to  be. 

Dr.  Clutterbcck's  opinion  was,  that  it 
was  altogether  irregular  to  have  brought  up 
the  paper  to  the  Society.  Part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Council,  delegated  by  the  So- 
ciety, was  that  of  originating  business  to 
come  before  the  body  of  the  Society.  It 
was  perfectly  competent  for  the  Council 
themselves  to  have  summoned  a  general 
meeting  for  the  purpose  stated,  namely,  that 
of  taking  into  consideration  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Lambert,  and  they  ought  to  have  done 
that,  without  having  troubled  the  Society 
at  all.  He  thought  the  subject,  at  present, 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  pass  without  further 
observation,  leaving  the  Council  to  act  as 
they  thought  proper. 

This  suggestion  was  adopted,  and  tbe 
business  of  the  evening  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed. 

The  President  inquired  if  Dr.  Raraadge 
wished  to  resume  his  subject  ? 

Dr.  Ramadce  declined  making  further, 
observations  upon  what  be  bad  introduced 
to  the  notice  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Salmon  exhibited  a  specimen  of  dis- 
eased rectum,  to  show  the  coincidence  of 
that  disease  with  diseases  of  the  lungs.  He 
had  taken  the  specimen  from  a  patient  who 
had  died  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  that  day.  He 
had  examined  several  such  patients,  and 
found  the  same  morbid  appearances  — 
namely,  a  contraction  of  the  whole  extent 
of  the  gut,  and  that  not  only  confined  to  the 
rectum,  but  extending  to  the  sigmoid flesurt. 


agree  upou  it  first  (hear,  bear) ;  and  1  do  j  The  same  appearance  of  the  gat  would  be 
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presented,  in  case  of  stricture  in  nno.  The 
calibre  oftLe  gut  was  not  larger  than  merely 
to  admit  of  the  tip  of  his  little  finder,  never- 
theless he  believed,  though  he  had  not  cut 
it  open,  that  the  mucous  membrane  remained 
aound.  From  this  he  thought  the  Society 
must  discover  the  exciting  cause  of  that 
which  is  most  common  in  this  country, 
namely,  structural  disease  of  the  lungs.  He 
believed  diseases  of  the  rectum,  in  many 
cases,  to  be  the  primary  nnd  exciting 
cause  of  phthisU  pulmonalis.  lie  had  cured 
copious  expectoration  fiom  the  luniks,  by  re- 
moving this  exciting  cans?.  The  patient 
from  whom  he  had  taken  this  specimen,  was 
a  woman  who  had  been  run  over  on  last  Lord 
Mayor's  day  ;  had  for  some  time  been  iu  the 
habit  of  spitting  blood,  and  had  been  under 
his  care  about  a  week  aftei  this  spitting 
began.  The  right  lung  was  comparatively 
sound,  without  any  adhesion  to  the  patietes 
of  the  chest ;  the  left  lung  was  perfectly 
unsound,  full  of  tubercles,  and  adherent  to 
the  chest  in  every  part. 

Mr.  Gossft  looked  upon  this  specimen 
as  a  simple  contraction  of  the  rectum,  than 
which  he  considered  nothing  was  more 
common  in  the  latter  stages  of  phthisis  pul- 
monalis. Without  further  evidence,  he  could 
not  believe  that  this  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  exciting  causes  of  diseased  lun^s. 
Did  Mr.  Salmon  regard  a  simple  contraction 
of  the  rectum  as  a  proof  of  disease  in  that 
patt? 

Dr.  Hamadce  had  examined  1000  pa 
tients  within  the  last  10  years,  who  had  died 
of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  in  most  of  which  the 
rectum  was  found  to  he  perfectly  sound,  and 
the  intestines  healthy  throughout ;  he  had 
very  seldom,  indeed,  met  with  a  case  where 
the  rectum  was  diseased. 

Dr.  Suearmax  was  doubtful  as  to  the 
solidity  of  Mr.  Salmon's  doctrine.  lie 
wished  to  know  whether  the  disease  of  the 
lungs  in  this  case  was  not  much  moie  likely 
to  have  arisen  from  the  violence  of  the  acci- 
dent, and  that  the  rectum  became  subse- 
quently affected. 

Mr.  TvnnEM  inquired  how  Mr.  Salmou 
accounted  for  diseases  of  the  lungs  follow, 
ing  a  morbid  state  of  the  rectum  1  He 
thought  it  might  he  easy  to  explain  how 
diseases  of  the  rectum  followed  phthisis  pul- 
monale, but,  for  his  own  part,  he  was  not 
able  to  give  a  scientific  reason  for  the  re- 
verse position. 

Mr.  Saimon  did  not  consider  simple 
contraction  merely  of  the  rectum  as  a  part 
of  disease,  but,  in  the  present  instance,  the 
gut  was  not  dilatable  by  any  force  that  could 
possibly  be  applied  to  it.  This  patient's 
father,  mother,  brother,  and  some  sisters, 
had  died  of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  therefore 


there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  primary 
cause  of  disease  existed  prior  to  the  9th  of 
i\  ovember  last.  He  was  not  able  satisfac- 
torily to  explain  Mr. Tyrrell's  query  further, 
than  by  saying,  that  if  a  man  had  a  diseased 
rectum,  by  which  one  of  the  most  important 
functions  of  the  body  was  put  a  stop  to,  it 
was  not  surprising  that  that  should  bring 
forward  any  disease  to  which  the  individual 
had  a  predisposition.  Mr.  Ahernethy  had 
handed  down  his  name  to  posterity  for  one 
of  the  simplest  schoolboy  things  ever  heard 
of,  namely,  that  if  a  person  kept  the  bowels 
empty,  Le  would,  in  all  probability,  be  very 
long  free  from  internal  disease.  But  let  them 
be  overloaded,  and  he  would  almost  imme- 
diately be  ill.  He  believed  diseases  of  the 
rectum  (o  be  very  much  the  exciting  cause, 
both  of  phthisis  pulmonalis,  and futulain  atw. 
By  curing  the  rectum,  when  both  it  and  the 
lungs  were  diseased — by  curing  the  rectum 
when  in  a  morbid  state,  and  whan  fistula  in 
ano  existed,  he  had  restored  the  patients  to 
perfect  health,  and  without  any  operation 
but  that  of  curing  the  stricture.  If  these 
facts  were  generally  believed  by  the  pro- 
fession, he  was  persuaded  that  operations 
for  curing  fistula?  would  very  soon  be 
thrown  into  the  shade. 

Dr.  Shiel  made  n  few  unconnected  ob- 
servations, and  after  a  further  brief  discus* 
eiou,  the  Meeting  broke  up. 


TO  THE  SURGEONS  AND  GENERAL  PRACTI- 
TIONERS,  MEMBERS  OF  THE  WESTMINSTER 
MEDICAL  SOCIKTV. 

Gentlemen, — The  proceedings  which  took 
place  at  your  Society  on  Saturday  evening 
last,  at  the  instance  of  a  miserable  and  ma- 
lignant faction,  are  calculated  not  only  to 
overwhelm  every  member  of  the  Society 
with  disgrace,  hut  also  to  affix  a  ttigma  ou 
the  medical  character  of  this  country.  The 
only  opportunity  that  you  can  have  to  wipe 
away  the  stain,  will  present  itself  on  Satur- 
day evening  next,  the  day  on  which  you  will 
read  this;  when  I  earnestly  entreat  you  to 
attend,  and,  by  your  spirited  and  impartial 
conduct,  rescue  the  Society  from  the  thral- 
dom of  a  cowardly  and  contemptible  junta. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  Lambert. 

Walworth,  Jan.  8, 1829. 
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LITHOTOMY. — MALFORMATION. 


GUY  S  HOSPITAL. 


On  Tuesday,  the  SOth  of  December, 
Mr.  Key  performed  two  operations  of  litho- 
tomy ;  the  first  was  on  a  man  about  fifty- 
fire  years  of  age  ;  eight  pieces  were  ex- 
tracted, and  the  operation  lasted  about  eigh 
teen  minutes.  The  other  was  on  a  middle- 
aged  man  ;  and  the  stone,  which  was  rather 
small,  was  extracted  in  one  minute  and  a 
half ;  the  patients  are  doing  well.  Mr. 
Morgan  likewise  amputated  a  child's  leg,  at 
the  calf,  for  diseased  foot.* 

Jacob  Land,  admitted  October  99,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  B.  Cooper,  with  a  tumour 
rather  larger  than  a  pigeon's  egg,  situated 
beneath  the  clavicle,  towards  its  scapular 
extremity.  On  placing  the  hand  over  the 
tumour,  a  sensation  was  given,  similar  to  the 
pulsation  of  an  artery,  and  which  the 
"  collective  wisdom"  was  inclined  to  pro- 
nounce subclavian  aneurism  ,  but,  on  a  more 
minute  inspection,  it  was  discovered  that 
this  swelling  was  an  enlarged  gland,  which 
derived  its  motion  from  the  pulsation  of  the 
artery  in  its  vicinity  ;  in  consequence,  mer- 
cury was  ordered,  so  as  to  affect  the  system, 
and  the  swelling  rapidly  diminished  but,  in 
consequence  of  the  man's  general  health 
becoming  impaired,  it  was  discontinued; 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  (Jan.  3,)  the 
swelling  has  gradually  increased,  and  isnow 
nearly  the  size  of  a  hen's  egg ;  the  patient 
is  again  taking  small  quantities  ot  mer- 
cury. 

Sir  Astley  Cooper  visited  the  hospital  on 
the  same  day,  in  company  with  a  foreign 
gentleman,  whose  name  we  could  not  ascer- 
tain. The  worthy  baronet,  in  noticing  the 
case  of  nasvus,  situated  beneath  the  chin, 
which  is  at  present  in  this  hospital,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Morgan,  recommended  the 
following  plan  for  its  removal,  which  he 
Said  he  had  adopted  with  success :  first, 
passing  a  perforator  through  the  centre  of 
the  tumour  ut  its  base,  and  through  the  per- 
foration a  ligature  ;  this  was  afterwards  in- 
tersected at  right  angles  by  another;  these 
ligatures  were  then  tightened,  the  part 
sloughed,  and  the  patient  did  well. 

On  Tuesday  next,  it  is  expected  Mr.  B. 
Cooper  will  perform  the  operation  of 
lithotomy  on  a  child  at  present  under  his 
care,  in  the  hospital. 


HOPITAL  BEAUJON. 

CASE  OF  INVERSION  OF  THE  BLADDER  AND 
M  ALFOnM ATION  OF  THB  CENITAI.S. 

M.  C,  aitat.  tf8a  of  a  healthy  appearance, 
was  admitted.  Nov.  20,  on  account  of  the 
following  malformation  of  the  urinary  and 
genital  organs. — The  recti  abdominis,  which 
had  their  natural  attachment  and  situation 
above,  began  to  diverge  at  the  navel,  so  that 
at  their  lower  extremity  they  were  distant 
from  each  other  about  an*in<£>  and  a  half,  as 
were  the  ossa  pubis,  there  bdingno  symphy- 
sis. On  the  lower  part  of  the  median  line, 
there  was  a>  red  tumour  of  an  oval  form,  (the 
longest  diameter  being  transverse,)  tlrt  cir- 
cumfereoce  of  which  was  covered  by  epider- 
mis, and,  the  centre  by  mucous  membrane  ; 
from  ita  lower  part  a  deep  groove  extended 
along  the  dorsum  of  the  penis,  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  glaus,  and  from  this  there  was  a 
constant  discharge  of  urine,  mixed  with 
mucus.  The  penis  was  two  inches  in  length, 
compressed  laterally,  and  attached  only  by 
skin  ;  the  gland  was  very  small,  its  lower 
portion  only  was  covered  by  the  prepuce, 
the  upper  presenting  the  above-mentioned 
urethral  groove.  The  penis  was,  of  course, 
imperforate,  had  no  power  of  erection,  and 
the  patient  appeared  to  have  no  venereal 
desires,  though  the  scrotum  and  testicles 
were  regularly  formed. 


The  patient's  age  was  about  ten  weeks 
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Lectube  XL 

(y  KWrw  o/*  the  Diseases  of  the  unimpregnated 
Genitals.-— Of  Rett  owsw  Uteri. 

Gbnti.f-mex, — Having  concluded  our  ob- 
servations on  the  gravid  womb,  and  on  those 
diseases  which  are  arising  from  pregnancy, 
1  proceed  this  morning  to  the  consideration 
of  the  last  section  of  our  subject,  the  unim- 
pregnated genitals,  I  mean,  and  the  more 
important  diseases  to  which  these  parts  be- 
come liable  when  in  the  unimpregnated 
state. 

Retroversion  of  the  Womh. — The  uterus,  as 
you  will  soim  fin  J,  if  you  are  accustomed 
to  make  examinations,  when  healthily  situ- 
ated, is  placed  at  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and 
the  fundus  of  it  is  lying  forward  above  the 
symphysis  pubis,  and  the  mouth  of  it  is 
lying  backward  and  below,  in  apposition 
with  the  middle  of  the  sacrum,  in  the.  po- 
sition here  demonstrated,  the  bladder  be- 
ing placed  anteriorly,  and  the  rectum  be- 
hind. In  the  disease  under  consideration, 
however,  wheu  the  womb  becomes  re- 
troverted,  a  total  change  of  position  ensues, 
and  the  fundus  uteri  falls  down  backward 
and  below  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum, 
and  the  mouth  is  lyinz  forward,  and  rises 
above  the  symphysis  pubis ;  so  that  more 
or  less  compression,  both  of  the  rectum  and 
bladder,  is  produced,  the  vagina  being  drawn 
upwards,  and  carried  forward  above  the 
front  of  the  pelvis.    Where  the  uterus  is  in 


may  give  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  pressure 
upon  the  rectum,  the  bladder,  and  the  parts 
contiguous,  and,  in  this  manner,  it  may  dis- 
tress much ;  more  generally, however,  where 
retroversion  produces  distressing  symptoms, 
these  will  be  found  to  be  accompanied  with 
an  enlargement  of  the  uterus,  becoming, 
perhaps,  as  big  as  the  head  of  a  full-grown 
foetus;  this  enlargement  of  the  uterus,  re- 
sulting most  frequently  from  pregnancy  ;  oc- 
casionally, however,  from  scirrhosity,  from 
polypus,  or  from  a  collection  of  hydatids. 
When,  from  any  of  these  causes,  the  uterus 
is  enlarged  in  its  size,  it  may  distress  the 
patient  greatly  ;  the  rectum  is  so  obstruct- 
ed, that  it  is  said  the  faeces  will  scarcely 
pass  along,  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  injections,  in  order  to  remove  its 
contents  ;  the  bladder,  too,  and  the  urethra 
may  be  so  embarrassed,  that  there  may  be  a 
difficulty  in  iulroducing  the  catheter ;  and 
accumulations  of  water  may  take  place  ia 
the  bladder  in  such  quantity  as  to  give  rise 
to  disruption,  or  at  least  to  injure  the  struc- 
tures of  this  organ  ;  so  much  so,  that  acute 
inflammation,  or  fatal  chronic  diseases,  may 
ensue.  Nor  must  1  forget  to  mention  that 
the  womh  continuing  to  grow  in  the  retro- 
verted  position,  it  must  make  pressure  on  all 
the  parts  which  are  lying  among  the  bones 
of  the  pelvis,  and,  in'so  doing,  must  give 
rise  to  mure  or  less  irritation,  of  various 
nature,  according  to  the  functions  and  other 
properties  of  the  parts  compressed. 

Cautes. — There  are  different  causes,  to 
which  this  retroversion  of  the  womb  may 
be  ascribed.  Whatever  enlarges  the  ute- 
rus within  limits,  so  as  not  to  make  it  too 
bulky  to  undergo  the  retrovertive  move- 
ment, seems  to  dispose  to  the  disease  ;  and 
hence  it  is,  about  the  third  or  fourth  month 
of  pregnancy,  when  the  womb  becomes  largo 
as  the  head  of  a  full-grown  fostus,  that  re- 
troversion is  most  prone  to  take  place,  and 
the  like  effect  is  apt  to  be  produced  when 
from  scirrhous — polypus— mole — or  a  com- 
bination of  these  affections,  equal  bulk  i»re- 


this  situation,  (retroverted,)  if  the  pelvis  be  quired.  Again,  a  cause  which  tends  much 
smalt,  or  if  the  uterus,  not  morbidtv  deve-  I  to  the  retroversion  of  the  uterus,  and  which, 
loped,  chance,  however,  to  be  originally  perliap*,  is  brought  into  operation  in  four 
very  bulky,— independently  of  any  increase  cases  outof  rive,  is  the  accumulation  of  urine 
of  its  size  beyond  the  virgin  dimensions,  it  in  tha  bladder.  Whim  the  bladder 
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very  much  loaded  with  water,  it  makes  a 
pressure  on  the  uterus  behind ;  aud  some- 
times, when  the  pressure  is  great,  it  may, 
alone,  produce  the  retroversion.  I  here 
show  you  an  apparatus,  which  represents 
the  bladder  loaded  with  water,  together 
with  the  uterus  disposed  to  retroversion  : 
on  inspection,  you  may  perceive  that  the 
operation  of  this  cause  becomes  obvious 
enough.  (Dr.  Blundell  here  demonstrated 
the  nature  of  the  accident.)  In  retrover- 
sion of  the  uterus,  besides  these  two  causes, 
there  is  yet  a  third  which  sometimes  ope- 
rates, and  th«t  is,  the  sudden  action  of  the 
abdominal  muscles.  Women  labouring  un- 
der retroversion  of  the  uterus,  will  often  tell 
you  that  they  have  had  a  fall,  or  that  they 
stumbled,  and  made  a  strong  effort  sud- 
denly to  recover  themselves ;  or,  that  by 
a  violent  fit  of  laughing,  or  coughing,  the 
attack  was  occasioned.  X  should  suppose  it 
rarely  happens,  that  the  mere  action  of  the 
abdominal  muscles  alone,  unaided  by  the  dis- 
tended bladder,  is  giving  rise  to  retrover- 
sion of  the  uterus  ;  but  where  there  is  an 
accumulation  of  urine  in  the  bladder,  so  as 
to  produce,  by  pressure,  in  the  way  1  have 
been  showing  you,  a  disposition  to  retro- 
version, the  sudden  action  of  the  muscles  may 
complete  the  displacement,  as  this  appara- 
tus will  clearly  demonstrate.  (Dr.  Blun- 
dell again  gave  the  demonstration.)  Lastly, 
retroversion  of  the  uterus  is  sometimes  to 
he  ascribed,  though  not  frequently,  to  an 
enlargement  of  the  ovary.  A  dropsical 
ovary,  or  scirrhous,  may  give  rise  to  retro- 
version ;  and,  in  these  cases,  just  as  the 
bladder  overlays  the  uterus,  so  also  may  the 
ovary.  A  lady,  labouring  under  ovarian 
dropsy,  was  recommended  to  take  a  ride  in 
an  open  carriage  every  day,  for  the  im- 
provement of  her  health,  taking  the  air  as 
much  as  might  be  without  occasioning 
much  fatigue.  Tn  one  of  these  excursions, 
the  vehicle  chanced  to  be  turned  over,  and 
she  was  thrown  out  with  violence,  her  ab- 
domen striking,  with  great  force,  against  a 
stone  that  was  lying  by  the  road  side.  On 
her  return  home,  a  very  copious  secretion 
from  the  kidneys  ensued,  with  great  abdomi- 
ssl  pain,  when,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days, 
she  recovered,  and  fouud  herself  entirely 
liberated  from  the  dropsy.  Sometime  after* 
wards  she  entered  into  the  marriage  state, 
and  died  with  an  irreducible  retroversion 
of  the  uterus,  about  the  fourth  month. 
Inspection  was  made  ;  when  it  appeared, 
clearly,  that  in  consequence  of  the  fall, 
there  had  been  a  rupture  of  the  ovarian 
cyst,  and  a  flow  of  water  into  the  peri- 
toneal sac,  whence  it  was  absorbed  and 
effused  by  the  kidneys,  the  remains  of 
the  cyst  falling  on  the  uterus,  and  carrying 
it  down  below  the  promontory  of  the  sa- 
crum, which,  becoming  retroverted,  was 


fixed  by  inflammatory  adhesion  in  the  re- 
troverted  position.  While  this  unhappy 
lady  remained  unmarried,  she  felt  but  little 
inconvenience,  but  marrying,  and  the  en- 
largement of  the  uterus  taking  place,  the 
womb,  in  consequence  of  adhesion,  not  ad- 
mitting of  replacement,  a  fatal  pressure  of 
the  contiguous  parts  ensued.  And  here, 
then,  are  the  principal  causes  which  give 
rise  to  the  retroversion  of  the  uterus;— 
the  enlargement  of  the  ovaries;  the  strong 
and  sudden  action  of  the  abdominal  mus- 
cles ;  the  distension  of  the  bladder,  from 
the  over  accumulation  of  urine ;  and  the 
enlargement  of  the  uterus  itself,  provided  it 
does  not  acquire  so  large  a  bulk  as  may  dis- 
able it  from  undergoing  the  retrovertive 
movement.  Of  these  causes,  by  far  the 
most  common  is  the  over-distension  of  the 
bladder,  first,  I  believe,  noticed  by  Dr.  Den- 
man.  The  womb  is  most  prone  to  retrover- 
sion when  it  is  about  as  large  as  the  head  of 
the  full-grown  foetus. 

You  are  not  to  suppose,  as  some  seem  to 
imagine,  that  the  retroversion  of  the  uterus 
occurs  during  pregnancy  only,  for,  inde- 
pendent of  gestation,  a  retroversion  may  be 
produced  ;  and  hence,  as  the  history  of  the 
two  cases  is  very  different,  it  becomes  con- 
venient to  divide  the  cases  into  two  kinds; 
of  those,  I  mean,  in  which  you  have  gesta- 
tion as  the  cause  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
uterus,  and  of  those,  too,  in  which  the  retro- 
version of  the  uterus  is  wholly  unconnected 
with  pregnancy.  And  first,  of  the  more 
frequent,  and  therefore  of  the  more  import- 
ant, retroversion,  which  is  occurring  in  the 
earlier  tn,mths  of  gestation. 

When  the  womb  is  retroverted,  it  not 
uncommonly  happens,  that  the  resulting  re- 
tention of  the  urine  becomes  complete,  for 
the  enlarged  uterus  bearing  on  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  and  on  the  urethra,  as  demon- 
strated by  this  apparatus,  a  total  closure 
ensues.  In  this  case,  the  patient  often  telle 
her  adviser  that  she  has  been  placed  in  some 
situation  of  restraint ;  and  that  afterwards, 
on  retiring  and  trying  to  evacuate  the  con- 
tents of  the  bladder,  not  a  drop  of  the  se- 
cretion would  pass  away ;  and  this  has 
occured  perhaps,  for  hours  before  you  see 
her,  the  accumulation  of  urine  having  con- 
tinued ever  since ;  so  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  pain  of  the  abdomen  and  heat,  with 
forcing  and  fluctuation,  which  may  he  felt 
as  distinctly  aa  in  a  case  of  aacitea ;  indeed, 
the  efforts  may  be  as  great  as  those  of  par- 
turition, and  may  very  much  resemble  them. 
1  wish  you  to  understand,  howavfr,  and  very 
important  it  is  that  this  should  be  known, 
that,  in  tho  retroversion  of  pregnancy,  you 
have  not  always,  nor  I  think  generally, 
these  complete  retentions  of  urine  ;  for  often 
where  the  uterus  is  retroverted,  the  reten- 
tion is  partial.  Your  patient,  aa  before,  has 


Digitized  by  Google 


DISEASES  OF  THE  UTERUS. 


403 


been  placed  in  tome  situation  of  restraint, 
on  retiring  she  finds,  as  before,  that  the 
secretion  does  not  flow  in  a  full  stream, 
though  a  few  ounces  may,  perhaps,  come 
away,  not  however  without  much  pain  and 
difficulty;  from  this  time,  a  partial  reten- 
tion continues ;  day  after  day  the  fluid  is 
sparingly  emitted,  but  never  in  such  quan 


joined  with,  occasionally,  bearings  down  ; 
and  prorided,  also,  the  rectum  appears  to 
be  abstracted,  so  that  the  contents  are  not 
expelled  at  all,  or  when  expelled,  flattened, 
for  this  is  said  to  be  a  symptom  of  the  dis- 
ease, though  I  bare  not  given  attention  to 
the  symptom  myself,  these  symptoms  should 
the  rather  excite  suspicion,  if  the  woman 


tity  as  to  empty  the  bladder  completely,  till  have  been  placed  in  a  situation  of  restraint, 
by-aod-by,  perhaps,  the  secretion  begins  to  |  sad  if  she  be  in  the  third  or  fourth  month 


of  her  pregnancy.  All  these  symptoms, 
however,  can  ore  ate  only  a  tuspicion  of  the 
nature  of  the  disease.  It  is  by  examination, 
and  by  examination  only,  that  it  is  certainly 
ascertained,  when  it  may  be  recognised  by 
the  following  marks :  the  abdomen  you  will 
alwaysfindof  a  large  or  swollen  site, and  floc- 


stcal  away  involuntarily,  or  she  muy  have 
strong  efforts  to  pass  the  urine  even  against 
her  will,  and  with  every  effort  a  small  gush 
may  be  prodoced,  or  there  may  be  a  continual 
dripping,  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  an 
accumulation  of  water  may  go  on  very  gra- 
dually, so  that  several  pints,  nay,  several 

quarts,  may  be  gradually  accumulated.  At  j  tuating  very  dictinctly,  especially  where  the 
this  time  there  may  be  oedema  of  the  lower  retention  has  been  of  several  days'  standing, 
limbs,  especially  if  your  patient  be  in  a  state  sod  where  an  accumulation  of  water  in  the 
of  gestation  ;  and  yon,  (for  the  case  is  ex-  j  bladder  has  been  gradually  proceeding  dur- 
ceedingly  deceptive,)  finding  that  the  legs  •  >ng  the  whole  time  ;  further,  on  examining 

'  internally,  you  will  find  a  large  swelling,  a 
tumour  filling  the  pelvis  ;  the  vagina  lying 
before  it,  the  rectum  behind  it ;  the  os  uteri 
in  the  general  not  to  be  felt,  or  not  to  be 
Contrary,  supposes  herself  to  labour  un-  :  felt  without  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  when 
der  an  incontinence  of  water,  the  retention  j  it  lodges  in  front  of  the  pelvis  above  the 
of  the  secretion  may  be  the  last  disease  i  pubes.  Again,  on  emptying  the  bladder, 
which  yon  suspect,  and  you  are  inclined  you  further  know  the  disease  by  ascertain- 
rather  to  ascribe  all  the  symptoms  to  !  mg  that  the  womb  is  not  in  its  healthy  si- 
ascites,  ovarian  dropsy,  dropsy  of  the  ovum,  |  tuation,  above  the  symphysis,  the  obser- 
or  other  causes.  If  you  err,  nothing  is  done,  vation  being  made  with  facility,  on  account 
and  the  bladder  may  burst :  in  the  prepara-  of  ths  relaxation  of  the  coverings  ;  and  by 
tion  before  you  is  an  example  of  the  acci-  j  your  observing,  moreover,  when  the  tumour 
dent.  Even  when  the  bladder  is  emptied,  >»  pushed  from  the  pelvis,  that  it  m;iy  be  felt 
chronic  disease  is  to  be  expected,  or  there  i  in  its  ordinary  plate.  It  has  been  asserted, 
may  be  a  fatal  inflammation,  or  a  miscar-jyou  may  recogniso  the  retroversion  of  the 
riage.  In  cases  of  this  kind  the  urine  may  |  uterus  always,  by  the  situation  of  the  os 
continue  to  accumulate  for  three  or  four '  uteri. 

weeks  together;  nearly  two  gallons  have!     It  has  been  asserted,  that  if  the  uterus 


are  oedetnatoas,  that  the  abdomen  is  large, 
as  in  the  case  of  ascites,  that  it  is  fluctu- 
ating with  distinctness,  and  that  the  patient, 
instead  of  having  a  retention  of  ifrine,  on  the 


been  known  to  collect. 

A  woman  labouring  under  svmptoms  like 
ascites,  a  practitioner  proposed,  1  think,  the 
operation  of  tapping;  there  was,  however, 
obscurity  about  the  case— a  great  deal 


is  not  retroverted,  the  os  uteri  will  always 
he  found  lyiug  forward  and  upward,  above 
the  brim,  in  front ;  but  this  is  a  mistake. 
The  occurrence  is  sufficiently  frequent  to 
render  the  diagnostic  worth  your  attention  ; 
of  pain  more  especially  ;  and  an  accoucheur  |  remember,  however,  it  is  far  from  being  tho 
being  called  in  consequence,  a  catheter  wtis  j  sole  or  principal  one  by  which  you  are  to 
introduced,  ond  water  waa  drawn  to  thejud^e;  first,  because,  when  the  neck  of  the 
amount  of  seven  quarts,  (nearly,  therefore,  uterus  is  very  flexible,  as  sometimes  you 
two  gallons,)  which  had  been  accumulating  may  liave  a  retroversion  of  the  body  only, 
in  the  bladder  for  two  or  three  weeks,  in  the  uterus  doubling  backwards  upon  its  own 
consequence  of  a  retroversion  of  the  uterus.  I  cervix,  and  the  os  uteri  remaining  nearly  in 
That  retroversion  of  the  womb  exists,  j  its  former  situation  ;  or,  secondly,  which  is 
yon  may  in  general  suspect,  provided  your  j  a  great  defect  in  the  diagnostic,  where  you 
patient  tell  you  she  is  unable  to  pass  her  j  have  an  enlargement  of  the  ovary  ;  this  viacus 
water  in  a  plenary  stream,  and  in  large  I  will  sometimes  fall  down  and  tilt  the  uterus, 
quantities  at  once,  or  that  she  cannot  pass  so  as  to  place  it  with  the  fundus  upon  tho 
it  at  all,  although  a  lew  weeks,  a  few  day.*,  promontory,  and  tho  mouth  upon  the  sym- 
or  perhaps  a  few  hours  before,  this  function  ;  pbysis,  insomuch,  that  the  month  of  the 
was  performed  well  enough.  You  may  womb  will  stand  much  in  the  situation  in 
moreover  auspect  the  case,  provided  the  pa-  j  which  it  would  bo  placed,  provided  the  re- 
tient  complain  of  a  great  deal  of  central  pain,  Iroversion  were  of  the  ordinary  kind.  It  is, 
by  which  1  mean  pain  about  the  hips,  the  therefore,  here,  as  in  most  cases,  by  a  oom- 
tkighs,  the  symphysis  pubis,  the  sacrum,  j  bination  of  all  the  symptoms,  and  not  by  any 
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single  symptom  only,  that  your  opinion  must 
be  guided,  and  when  you  find  the  abdomen 
fluctuating,  the  pelvis  filled  with  a  tumour, 
with  the  vagina  before  it,  and  the  rectum 
behind,  and  when  emptying  the  bladder,  and 
raising  the  swelling,  you  find  it  takes  the 
situation  of  the  uterus,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  can  you  say,  with  certainly,  that  the 
disease  is  the  one  under  consideration. 

Treatment. — In  treating  the  retroversion  of 
the  uterus,  before  you  attempt  to  put  the 
womb  into  its  proper  place,  remember  that 
it  should  be  your  first  object  to  evacuate 
the  bladder  thoroughly,  first,  because  if  the 
bladder  is  full,  and  lying  over  the  cavity  of 
the  pelvis,  it  will  obstruct  the  pelvis  so 
much  as  to  render  the  reduction  of  the  ute- 
rus, perhaps,  impossible — there  will  not  be 
room  for  its  reduction  ;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause even  if  you  were  to  overpower  the 
resistance,  and  replace  the  uterus,  yet,  by 
forcing  the  womb  into  the  abdomen,  you 
might  tear  the  bladder,  and,  in  that  way,  de- 
stroy. Dr.  Cheston  was  once  called  to  a  case 
of  retroversion,  where  large  accumulations  of 
urine  had  taken  place,  and  where  the  cathe- 
ter could  not  be  introduced;  anxious,  of 
course,  to  avoid  the  need  of  tapping  the  blad- 
der, (a  very  grave  operation,)  he  and  others 
attempted  to  reduce  the  retroversion  with, 
out  previous  evacuation ;  but,  fortunately, 
they  did  not  succeed  ;  1  say  fortunately,  be- 
cause if  they  had  succeeded  in  urging  the 
tumour  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  dis- 
ruption of  the  bladder  would  most  proba- 
bly have  been  the  consequence.  Failing  in 
this,  of  course  they  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  their  surgery,  and  the  bladder 
was  tapped.  Now  it  is  remarkable  that  in 
this  case,  after  the  urine  was  withdrawn  by 
means  of  the  trocar  and  canula,  the  uterus 
itself  returned  into  its  proper  situation  :  and 
though  Cheslon,  who  was  a  very  able  man, 
and  others  in  company  with  him,  could  not 
succeed  in  replacing  the  uterus  by  manual 
effort,  yet  it  returned  itself  after  the  bladder 
was  emptied. 

Here,  then,  is  one  of  the  first  steps  to 
be  taken — let  the  bladder  be  thoroughly 
evacuated  by  means  of  the  catheter,  for  it 
will  rarely  happen  that  any  tapping  can 
be  required,  if  the  catheter  be  commit- 
ted to  proper  and  dexterous  hands.  When 
this  has  been  accomplished,  you  may  then 
place  your  patient  in  the  usual  obstetric  po- 
sition, on  her  left  side,  close  to  the  edge  of 
the  bed,  with  the  shoulders  forwards,  the 
loins  posteriorly,  and  the  abdomen  facing  a 
little  towards  the  bed  ;  this  done,  you  pass 
your  fingers,  say  all  the  fingers,  oi  the  right 
hand,  into  the  vagina,  so  as  to  lay  them  upon 
the  body  of  the  uterus,  and  at  this  time, 
provided  the  patient  can~bear  it,  which  may 
ofteu  be  the  case,  you  place  the  thumb  in 
the  rectum,  and  thus^et  the.  uterus  between 


the  fingers,  after  which,  with  gentle  pres- 
sure, often,  I  believe,  without  the  least  diffi- 
culty, you  may  raise  the  womb  above  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis.  This  may  be  easily  done,  if  you 
have  drawn  off  eight  or  ten  pints  of  uTine,  or 
even  two  or  three,  because  the  abdominal 
coverings  become  so  exceedingly  flaccid, 
that  they  make  no  more  obstruction  than  if 
the  body  was  laid  open.    Well,  then,  in 
this  way,  with  the  fingers  in  the  vagina, 
and  the  thumb  in  the  rectum,  as  shown  by 
this  apparatus,  the  womb  may  often  be  re- 
placed without  any  force ;  but  should  you 
fail  in  this  attempt,  under  gentle  efforts,  I 
should  then  recommend  to  you  an  excellent 
practice,  advised  by  Denman,  and  which 
consists  in  keeping  the  bladder  thoroughly 
emptied,  letting  your  patient  drink  but  little, 
causing  her  to  perspire  as  much  as  may  be, 
and  introducing  the  catheter  some  two  or 
three  times  a  day  ;  and  the  bladder  be- 
ing kept  empty,  the  woman  is  placed  with 
the  pelvis  inverted,  for  which  purpose  she 
ought  to  take  her  position  on  the  knees  and 
elbows*   The  more  time  she  passes  in  this 
posture  the*  better  ;  it  may  be  necessary  to 
use  it  for  hours  together.   She  is  not  to  give 
way  merely  on  account  of  the  fatigue,  but, 
to  continue  it  as  long  as  the  replacement 
may  require.    Now  the  bladder  being  emp- 
tied, sometimes  the  womb  becomes  replaced 
in  various  time  ;  a  minute  may  be  required, 
or  hours ;  but  I  think  I  msy  venture  to  add, 
that  it  pretty  certainly  returns  at  last.  To 
this  method  of  treating  the  disease  I  am  ex- 
ceedingly partial,  because  it  requires  no- 
tiling  more  than  the  introduction  of  the  ca- 
theter, and  the  abstraction  of  the  urine — 
no  introduction  of  the  hand  into  the  vagina 
— no  entrance  of  the  fingers  into  the  rec- 
tum—no force— no  contusion — no  lacera- 
tion. 

hut  it  sometimes  happens,  and  I  will 
put  this  case  for  our  consideration,  that 
in  neither  of  these  modes  can  replace- 
ment be  obtained ;  you  have  tried  them 
both— you  have  emptied  the  bladder — you 
have  pressed  with  the  fingers — you  bava 
placed  the  pelvis  iu  the  inverted  position, 
yet  day  after  day  the  inversion  continues. 
Where  this  is  the  esse,  I  would  recommend 
you  to  allow  the  urine  to  accumulate  afresh, 
to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  pints,  after-, 
wards  abstracting  it  by  the  catheter,  and 
then  placing  the  patient  on  her  knees  and 
elbows,  in  order  that  you  may  have  the  full 
effect  of  gravity  to  help  you,  endeavour 
again  to  replace  the  uterus  by  means  of  ma- 
nual operation.  Now  there  are  three  ways 
in  which  we  may  endeavour,  in  these  cases, 
manually  to  replace  the  uterua ;  in  the* 
first  place,  we  may  content  ourselves  with 
merely  placing  in  the  vagina  the  fingers  of 
the  right  hand,  more  or  fewer  of  tlieox 
pressing  the  womb,  endeavouring,  at  the 
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same  time,  to  urge  the  fundus  shove  the 
brim ;  iu  the  nest  place,  placing  the  fin- 
gers in  the  vagina,  and  the  thumb  w ithin 
the  rectum,  so  as  to  get  a  double  bearing 
on  the  uterus,  we  may  attempt,  by  this 
double  action,  to  carry  the  uterus  above 
the  brim;  or,; lastly,  if  Dr.  Hunter  is  to 
be  our  guide,  one  of  the  ringers  of  the 
left  hand  may  be  passed  into  the  rectum,  so 
as  to  get  a  bearing  on  the  fundus  uteri, 
which  lies  on  the  front  of  this  bowel ;  and 
one  or  two  fingers  of  the  right  hand  may  be 
rested  upon  the  os  uteri,  and  the  bearings 
being  obtained,  the  os  uteri  may  be  drawn 
downward  when  the  fundus  is  elevated,  and, 
in  this  manner,  we  may  endeavour  to  urge 
the  fundus  above  the  promontory  of  the 
sacrum.  This  last  mode,  recommended  by 
Hunter,  appears  plausible  enough,  when 
tried  on  machinery,  and  such  preparations 
as  are  now  on  the  table  ;  but  I  am  per- 
soaded  that,  in  most  instances,  it  would 
be  found  to  be  very  inapplicable  in  prac- 
tice j  in  the  first  place,  it  requires  the  use 
of  both  hands,  and  the  one  must  embar- 
rass the  other ;  then,  too,  it  requires  you  to 
get  hold  of  the  os  uteri,  and  bear  down- 
wards if  you  can  ;  but  what  if  you  cannot? 
You  may  have  a  difficulty  in  reaching  the 
os  uteri ;  it  may,  too,  become  slippery 
from  mucus ;  after  your  utmost  endea- 
vours, you  may  be  unable  to  retain  your 
hold.  In  future  practice,  after  due  experi- 
ence, you  must  choose  for  yourselves  among 
those  three  methods  of  performing  the 
manual  reduction  ;  for  myself,  however,  I 
decidedly  prefer  the  second  method  of  ope- 
rating, by  placing  the  fingers  in  the  vagina, 
and  the  thumb  within  the  rectum. 

When,  in  one  or  other  of;these  ways,  you 
have  accomplised  a  reduction  of  the  uterus, 
direct  your  patient  still  to  continue  in  bed  for 
two  or  three  weeks.  If  there  is  any  dis- 
position to  a  return  of  the  retroversion,  you 
should  advise  her  to  place  herself  upon  the 
knees  and  elbows,  once  or  twice  in  the  day, 
for  an  hour  or  more  at  a  time  ;  and  you  may 
direct  her  also  to  empty  the  bladder  repeat- 
edly in  the  course  of  the  twenty -four  hours, 
never  Buffering  auy  large  accumulation  to 
take  place.  Under  this  practice,  the  uterus 
may  be  expected  to  remain  ultimately  in  its 
situation  above  the  brim  ;  because,  in  the 
course  of  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  in  the 
case  of  pregnancy,  the  uterus  grows  and 
enlarges  so  rapidly,  that  it  becomes  too 
bulky  to  admit  of  displacement.  Add  to  this 
caution,  that  after  the  bladder  has  been  eva- 
cuated, and  the  womb  has  been  replaced, 
you  should  always  be  on  the  watch  for  in- 
flammation of  the  bladder  or  of  the  abdo- 
men, for  such  inflammation  may  not  unrea- 
sonably be  expected  to  occur. 

At  our  next  Meeting,  Gentlemen,  I  will 
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PERFORATION  OF  THE  ESOPHAGUS. 

C.  D.,  a  young  man  about  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  swallowed,  inadvertently,  a 
small  fragment  of  bone,  which  caused  vio- 
lent pain  in  the  pharynx,  and  seemed  to  be 
arrested  at  the  upper  part  of  the  oesopha- 
gus ;  several  attempts  were  immediately 
made  to  extract  it,  and  these  having  failed, 
he  tried  whether  it  could  not  be  pushed 
down  into  the  stomach ;  he  accordingly 
swallowed  a  large  piece  of  bread,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  deglutition,  although  very  pain- 
ful, was  perfectly  free.  The  pain  continued 
unabated  at  the  same  place,  (on  the  left  side 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  oesophagus  ;)  and, 
on  the  following  morning,  it  had  increased 
so  much,  as  to  render  swallowing  almost 
impossible ;  the  patient  now  took  an  eme- 
tic, the  operation  of  which,  however,  pro- 
duced no  effect  on  the  arrested  bone.  On 
the  third  day  after  the  accident,  he  was 
seen  by  Dr.  Gilbert :  the  pain  was  very 
violent ;  deglutition  then  impossible ;  and 
when  the  patient  endeavoured  to  drink,  he 
was  tormented  by  an  intolerable  burning 
sensation  at  the  places  in  which  the  bone 
had  seemed  to  be  arrested ;  nothing  could  be 
seen  in  the  throat,  or  externally  ;  but  the 
parts  were  so  tender  as  scarcely  to  admit  of 
any  touch  ;  there  was  much  fever,  with  a  full 
hard  pulse,  headach,  ficc.  From  the  patient 
having  been  able  to  swallow  after  the  in- 
gestion of  the  bone,  it  was  inferred  that  it 
had  descended  into  the  stomach,  after  hav- 
ing caused  a  violent  irritation  of  the  oesopha- 
gus. He  was  freely  bled  from  the  arm,  and 
I  by  leeches  ;  an  emollient  poultice  was  ap- 
plied to  the  chest,  and  sinapisms  to  the 
lower  extremities ;  he  was  then  put  into  the 
warm  bath,  and  a  mucilaginous  injection 
was  administered.  This  energetic  treatment 
had  but  little  effect ;  the  fever,  and  the  se- 
vere pain  in  the  oesophagus,  continued  una- 
bated, and  deglutition  remained  impossible  ; 
on  the  fifth  day,  however,  some  purulent 
matter  having  been  brought  up  from  the 
pharj'nx,  he  was  able  to  swallow  some  fluid, 
although  with  the  gieatost  pain ;  from  this 
time  he  felt  often  sick,  and  vomited  blood 
mixed  with  pus  ;  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
seventh  day,  the  pain  in  the  ccsophogus  sud- 
denly disappeared,  and  he  was  able  to  drink 
a  great  quantity  of  water  ;  there  was  also, 
on  pressure,  hut  very  slight  pain  ;  he  said 
he  felt  quite  well,  although  apparently  much 
exhausted;  the  nights  were  restless ;  tho 
fever  had  somewhat  subsided,  but  he  was 
often  taken  with  shivering  ;  the  head  was 
free,  and  there  was  no  delirium.  In  the 
night  of  the  9th  day,  ho  was  much  agitated, 
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so  that  he  could  not  remain  in  bed  ;  he  got' 
up,  and  walked  across  the  room ;  drnnk  a , 
large  quantity  of  water,  and  swallowed  very 
easily;  in  the  morning  and  afternoon,  he  [ 
had  several  violent  tits  of  shivering  and  [ 
trembling  ;  at  the  same  time  respiration  he- 
came  difficult,  ho  began  to  lose  his  senses, 
nnd  did  not  recognise  the  persons  around  | 
lum.    The  local  Jifivetion  of  the  trsophsgus 
seemed  to  have  entirely  subsided,    lie  was 
ordered  stimulants,  and  twelve  leeches  to 
the  anus.    In  the  ensuing  night,  he  was 
very  restless,  and  had  frequent  attacks  of 
slavering  •  respiration  was  very  short  and 
laborious ;  the   pulse  very  frequent  and 
Bmall,  &c;  and  he  died  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th  day.   On  examination,  the  pharynx 
and  oesophagus  at  first  appeared  healthy, 
but,  on  a  closer  inspection,  it  was  found  that 
near  the  lower  horn  of  the  thyroid  carti- 
lage, there  existed  a  small  depression  of  the 
mucous  membrane  j  and  that  between  the 
musc)es  of  the  neck,  and  the  left  portion  of 
the  thyroid  cartilage,  the  cellular  tissue 
was  gangrenous,  and,  to  the  extent  of  two 
inches  in  diameter,  infiltrated  with  a  black 
liquid  matter,  in  the  middle  of  which  was 
found  the  fragment  of  bone,  which  had  been 
the  cause  of  death.    It  was  two  inches  and 
a  half  in  length,  pointed,  and  of  the  thickness 
of  a  large  pin.    The  stomach  was,  both  the 
large  and  small  curvatures,  of  a  dark-red 
colour;  the  other  organs  were  healthy. — 


RT.M  ARKABLS    CASB    OF    COMPLETE  ABSTI- 
NENCE. 

Anna  Gareero,  of  Racconis,  in  Pie- 
Toout,  died  on  the  19th  of  May,  1828,  after 
having  been  for  two  years,  eight  months, 
and.  eleven  days,  without  any  solid  or 
liquid  nourishment.  Sixteen  hours  after 
death,  she  was  examined  by  MM.  Rolando 
and  Galto,  of  Turin.  The  serous  aud  syno- 
vial membranes  were  dry,  and  resembled 
parchment;  the  diameter  of  the  priuoipal 
veins  and  arteries  was  much  less  than  usual, 
but  the  most  remarkable  morbid  alteration 
was  that  of  the  digestive  organs  ;  the  trans- 
verse colon  hod  descended  to  the  hypogastric 
region,  its  two  extremities  remaining  fixed 
fn  their  natural  situation  ;  the  stomach  had 
descended  in  a  similar  manner ;  and  being 
much  contracted,  had  the  appearance  ol 
part  of  the  larger  intestine.  The  duodenum 
was  in  a  natural  condition,  but  the  other 
small  intestines  were  considerably  con- 
tracted ;  the  lower  part  of  the  coccum,  and 
the  middle  portion  of  the  transverse  colon, 
contained  small  hardened  scybala  ;  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  colon  descendens,  the 
membranes  of  the  intestinal  cauul  were 
thickened  and  callous,  so  as  to  hinder  the 
further  progress  of  the  excrement  ;  and  in 


the  sigmoid  flexure.it  was  completely  ob- 
literated. The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach  was  softened  and  friable  ;  that  of 
the  intestinal  canal  had  undergone  the  same 
alteration,  and  was  of  a  brown  colour,  such 
as  is  observed  in  incipient  gangrene  ;  the 
valvula?  cooniventes  were  hardened,  aud 
the  wbole  tract  of  the  small  intestines  was 
empty.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  rec- 
tum was  of  a  violet  colour,  thickened,  beset 
with  hard  scirrhous  excrescences,  and  cover • 
ed  with  very  foetid  pus.  The  mesenteric 
glands  were  in  a  natural  condition ;  the 
epiploon  and  mesentery  exhibited  no  traces 
of  fat,  and  were  nearly  in  the  same  state  as 
the  pleura  and  peritoneum.  — Anmli  di 
Omodei, 


EXPULSION  OF  A  SURGEON. 

EXPULSION  QF  MR.  THOMAS  CARTER,  STU- 
DENT OF  31EDICINE,  FROM  TI1B  GLASGOW 
ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 

To  ths  Editor  of  The  Glasgow  Chronicle. 

Sib, — As  it  is  but  right  that  the  operations 
of  every  public  body  should  be  brought 
before  the  eye  of  those  by  whom  such  body 
is  appointed,  and  on  the  justice  and  upright* 
ness  of  which  body,  in  the  discharge  of  its 
duty,  the  well-being  and  respectability  of 
an  important  and  valuable  institution  de» 
pend,  I  cannot  Tefrain  from  requesting  per- 
mission to  lay  before  the  public  of  Glasgow, 
(through  the  medium  of  your  paper,)  some 
few  facts  relating  to  the  conduct  of  vour 
infirmary  surgeons,  and  of  the  Directors  of 
that  institution.  During  the  last  summer, 
I  was  induced  to  send  a  brief  account  of  the 
facts  connected  with  a  case  for  insertion  in 
a  medical  journal,  called  The  Lancet.  The 
facts  which  1  had  communicated  were  pub* 
lished,  and,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
days,  reached  Glasgow.  No  sooner  bad 
the  journal, containing  my  account  of  the-cir- 
cumstance  above-mentioned,  appeared,  than 
Dr.  John  Couper  and  Mr.  Cowau  (for  rea- 
sons to  be  presently  mentioned)  had  a  meet- 
ing of  medical  Directors  of  the  Infirmary 
called,  for  the  purpose  ot  getting  me  ex- 
pelled from  the  institution.  Of  course, 
when  met,  the  point  at  issue  was  immedi- 
ately brought  forward  and  discussed  ;  but, 
notwithstanding  all  the  zeal,  and  labour,  and 
determination,  which  my  two  friends,  John 
Couper  and  Robert  Cowan,  displayed  in  the 
nfl'air,  the  medical  Directors  were  at  last 
obliged  to  confess  that  they  could  neither 
expel  me,  nor  punish  me  in  any  way,  as  I 
had  only  stated  those  things  which  were 
actually  true.  Thus  was  the  truth  of  my 
statement  of  the  case  openly  acknowledged.. 
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For  why,  let  me  ask,  did  they  thus  exert  J  formed,  although  I  addressed  a  polite  card  to 


themselves  to  get  me  removed  1  Just,  sim 
ply  and  solely,  because  they  were  expecting 
to  come  on,  almost  immediately,  as  sur- 
geons for  the  present  wiuter. 

Being,  of  course,  equally  happy  to  see  the 
truth  of  what  I  had  advanced  thus  acknow- 


the  Directors,  (which  card  was  sent  into 
them  by  one  of  the  waiters  at  the  Tontine 
Hotel,)  requesting  "  that,  if  there  were  any 
charges  to  be  preferred  against  me,  1  might 
be  allowed  an  account  of  them  immediately, 
to  allow  me  time  for  preparing  my  defence.' 


ledyod,  and  amused,  to  find  how  completely  i  This  request  of  mine  to  the  managers  was 
my  two  friends  hud  been  disappointed  in  j  also  unheeded  ;  and,  after  having  met  with 
their  pious  hopes  and  endeavours  to  effect  j  them  at  the  appointed  place  and  hour,  in 
my  expulsion,  1  did  not  wait  long  before  ,  order  to  say  something  in  defence  of  any 
sending  a  second  letter  to  the  Kditor  of  I'm  '  charge  which  they  might  think  it  proper  to 
Lancki,  acquainting  .him  with  the  confir-  [  bring  against  me,  1  was  ordered  to  leave 


mat  ion  which  my  statements  had  received, 
and  with  the  unjust,  though  unsuccessful, 
attempt  which  had  been  made  to  get  me  ex- 
pelled the  Infirmary.  In  a  short  time  alter, 
this  second  letter  also  appeared,  and,  as  I 
■was  informed,  gave  very  con  siderable  offence 


the  room,  without  being  informed  either  of 
what  I  hud  dono  to  offend,  or,  in  short,  if  I 
had  done  any  thing  at  all,  and  without  being* 
allowed  a  chance  of  saying  a  single  word  in 
defence  of  any  thing  1  might  have  done* 
Now  is  this,  let  me  ask,  justice?    Is  this 


to  our  two  Infirmary  surgeons,  John  Cooper  way  of  proceeding  either  great,  or  gentle 


manly,  or  generous,  or  good  1  Shall  this  be 
told  of  men  who  would  wish  their  names  to 
stand  fair  in  the  remembrance  of  mankind  ? 
Is  it,  I  would  inquire,  fair,  that  while  the 
vilest  murderer  who  ever  breathed,  shall  be 
quietly  and  patiently  heard,  of  any  thing  bo 
may  wish  to  say  in  justification  of  his  foul 


and  Robert  Cowuu,  who  had  then  entered 
on  their  winter  campaign. 

In  the  course  of  days,  (my  memory  will 
not  allow  me  to  speak  decidedly  as  to  the 
particular  one,)  the  nurse,  whose  case  1 
had  reported,  dud;  and,  as  I  had  been 
accused  of  falsehood  in  both  my  letters  re- 

lating  to  the  case,  I  thought  the  death  of  ueeds,  I  shall  be  thus  deprived  (as  I  have 
the  nurse  afforded  an  excellent  opportunity  most  shamefully  and  disgracefully  been)  of 
for  clearing  up  the  matter  ;  and  learning,  |  those  rights  aiid  privileges  which  even  tho 
moreover,  on  the  following  day,  that  the  1  most  degraded  and  execrable  among  villains 
body  of  the  nurse  had  been  privately  in-  is  allowed,  unmolested,  to  enjoy  1  And  will 
specled,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  surgeous  |  it,  I  ask,  be  believed  that  this  very  usage  of 
of  the  Infirmary,  requesting  that  the  result  which  1  complain,  was  permitted  in  an 
of  the  inspection  should  be  made  known  as  :  assembly  where  the  Lord  Provost  of  Glas- 
early  as  possible  to  "  the  gentlemen  then  ;  gow  presided  7. 

attending  the  Infirmary,  that  they  might  i  On  the  day  following  this  meeting, 
have  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  correct  I  (i.  e.  on  Friday  last,  )  I  received  from  Mr. 
opinion  as  to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  what !  Christie,  the  Infirmary  surgeon,  a  notice, 
1  had  advanced."  This  request  was,  how-  '.that  "  the  Directors  had  unanimously  or- 
ever,  altogether  unheeded  j  and  it  can  j  dered  me  to  be  immediately  excluded  from 
scarcely  lie  wondered  that  (as  1  was  still  attending  the  Infirmary  ;"  and  was  also  in- 


lying under  the  disgraceful  charge  of  false 
hood)  their  silence  very  soon  elicited  from  me 
a  second,  and  certainly  not  to  mild  a  letter  as 


formed  by  the  porter,  on  going  up  at  the 
usual  visiting  hour,  that  he  had  received 
orders,  both  from  Mr.  Christie  and  from 


ray  former  one  ;  for  while,  in  my  first,  I  only  \  the  attending  surgeons,  to  refuse  me  ad- 


ventured to  make  a  n  quest,  I  did  not  hesi- 
tate, in  my  Second,  to  assure  them  that,  if  it 
also  was  unattended  to,  1  should  speedily 
take  an  oppoitunity  of  la) in,;  th;«  whole  of 
their  conduct  before  the  inedit  ;d  world, 
that  it  might  have  an  opportunity  of  jndg 
ing  if  there  were  not  «;o  tl  reasons  f..r  my 
having  spoken  as  1  did  of  the  surgeon  under 
whose  care  the  case  was  first  placed  ;  mi  ! 
also,  if  there  did  not  exist  a  very  consider- 
able need  for  change  in  the  conduct,  t  ven 
of  our  present  sin-eons.  This  seems  to  have 
been  more  than  they  could  h»  aj ;  for,  through 
their  instrumentality,  a  meeting  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  Infirmary  was  called,  and  I  was 


i:ntt;:nce,  in  the  event  of  ray  coming  up. 

Disposed  to  give  Mr.  Christie  and  his 
employers,  the  Directors,  credit  for  as  much 
trutli  and  justice  as  possible,  I  had  really 
persuaded  myself,  (as  informed  by  Mr. 
( 'brittle, )  that  I  was  expelled  the  Infirmary, 
purely  on  aecount  of  my  bavin ;  written  the 
letters  above  alluded  to,  until  Saturday, 
when  1  wn.i  assured  of  my  mistake;  un(l 
told  that  it  was  not  on  account  of  my  having 
written  the  aforesaid  letU  rs,  but  because  I 
had  not  thought  fit  to  pay  to  my  Lord  I'ro- 
vost,  Convenor  M  Lean,  and  hdhiw- direc- 
tors, just  so  much  honing  >  as  they  had 
hoped  1  would.    Lven  admitting,  however. 


invited  to  attend,  in  order  that  1  might  be  j  that  niv  expulsion  from  the  Infirmary  wa3 
allowed  an  opportunity  of  saying  any  I L  i  n  ^  I  I  ilL'tcrmiued,  en  account  withe  letters  which 
wished  iu  my  defence  ;  but  what  I  was  to  ;  I  have,  written,  my  expulsion  is  at  once  un- 
defenJ,  I  kucw  not:  nor  was  I  ever  in- j  jruierous,  illegal,  and  unjust,  and  such  I 
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ublicly  and  unhesitatingly  declare  it  to  be. 
And  i  challenge  the  Directors  to  show  a  sin- 
gle  lair,  by  which  they  are  authorised  to  act 
as  they  have  done.  Secret  laws,  it  is,  to  be 
sure,  true,  they  might  have,  and  secret  laws 
they  might  indeed  frame,  for  the  effecting 
of  every  purpose,  which  it  is  either  their  in- 
t ere st  or  their  desire  to  accomplish.  But 
I  can  only  say,  that  to  no  law  do  I  consider 
myBelf  amenable,  unless  I  be  allowed  an 
opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with 
the  law.  If,  then,  there  exist  laws  on 
which  the  students  are  liable  to  infringe,  1 
ask  the  publio  if  a  copy  of  these  laws  be  not 
a  right  to  which  every  student  has  a  just 
and  lawful  claim,  and  if  it  do  not  betray  a 
proof  of  the  grossest  and  most  insufferable 
neglect,  on  the  part  of  the  Directors,  that 
they  shall  Buffer  us  to  remain  (as  they  now 
do,  and  as  they  have  hitherto  done)  alto- 
ether  unacquainted  with  those  very  laws 
y  which  we  are  to  regulate  our  conduct, 
and  to  which  we  are  accountable  for  all  our 
actions  ? 

Not  satisfied,  however,  with  simply  ex* 
eluding  me  the  privilege  of  attending  the 
Infirmary,  when  I  have  in  my  possession  a 
"  ticket  of  admission,"  which  entitles  me 
to  attend  till  May  1,1829  ; — "  not  satisfied," 
1  say,  are  they  with  thus  openly  and  un- 
justly trampling  on  any  rights,  but  they 
must  also  deprive  me  of  my  just  and  lawful 
property,  by  withholding  from  me  that 
pledge,  which  they  received,  alone  on  the 
condition  that  I  should  be  allowed  to  attend 
the  practice  of  the  Infirmary  "  till  the  1st  of 
May,  in  the  coming  year,"  for  which  attend- 
ance they  gave  me  permission,  and  for,  the 
receipt  of  which  pledge  they  thereby  made 
acknowledgement. 

It  had  bean  my  intention  to  lay  my  seve- 
ral letters,  for  which,  it  is  pretended,  I  am 
expelled  the  Infirmary,  together  with  my 
justification  of  every  thing  contained  therein, 
before  the  public  of  Glasgow,  through  the 
medium  of  your  independent  paper ;  but 
perceiving  that  it  would  encroach  far  be- 
yond what  it  is  possible  to  allow,  I  have 
altered  my  mind,  and  intend,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  to  print  a  copy  of  the  letters 
above  alluded  to,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
put  in  my  justification,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  whole  affair. 

I  remain,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Carter. 

■  * 

M,  College  Street,  Glasgow, 
Dec.Jb,  1828. 


GLASGOW  INFIRMARY. 

MR.  THOMAS  CARTER. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir,— The  original  of  the  following  pa* 
per  was  this  day  delivered  to  Mr.  Christie, 
Secretary  to  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary, 
accompanied  with  a  request,  that  it  might 
be  laid  before  the  Directors  at  their  first 
meeting.  The  signatures  attached  to  it  are 
comparatively  few,  considering  the  number 
of  students  at  present  attending  the  hospi- 
tal; but  this  neither  you  nor  your  readers 
must  for  one  moment  suppose,  arises  from 
an  approval  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Direc- 
tors. Many  were  actually  afraid  to  sign  it, 
dreading  the  fate  of  Mr.  Carter  himself, 
should  they  do  so,  while  others  were  pre- 
vented by  private  considerations  from  the 
public  expression  of  their  sense  of  the  Di- 
rectors' injustice  tbwsrds  their  fellow-stu- 
dent. What  adds  to  the  value  of  the  docu- 
ment is,  the  names  of  more  than  one  gen- 
tleman being  subscribed,  who,  you  will  oh* 
serve,  state  themselves  to  have  been  actu- 
ally hostile  to  the  system  of  hospital  report- 
ing, and  public  animadversion  on  the  con- 
duct of  public  awn,  in  a  public  charity, 
I  am,  Sir,  your  obedieut  servant, 

Amicus  Justiti.c. 
Thursday,  Dec.  25th,  1828. 

"  We,  the  undersigned  students  of  medi- 
cine, who  either  have  been,  or  are  at  present, 
attending  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary,  beg 
most  respectfully  to  express  our  disappro- 
bation of  the  late  proceedings  towards  Mr. 
Thomas  Carter. 

Alex.  Napier 
J.  W.  Macnee 
S.  B.  Smith 
John  Pearson 
John  Paddock 
W.  Nimmo 
Andw.  Allison 
Joseph  Lamond 
Archibald  Kind 
Robert  Gordon 
Samuel  London 
John  Taylor 
Robert  Wallace 
George  Buchanan 


James  Adshead 
John  H.  Crawford 
William  Murray 
John  King 
Hugh  Cameron 
J.  Knowles 
John  Robinson 
Robert  Leiper 
Johu  Borland 
Barry  Colter 
Daniel  Mann 
William  Wilson 
John  Thomson 


J.  P.,  (this  gentleman  does  not  wish  his 
name  published) 

James  Miller ;  although  particularly  object- 
ing to  the  private  letters  sent  to  Messrs. 
Couper  and  Cowan,  Surgeons  of  Glas- 
gow Infirmary. 

A.  Donaldson  ;  at  the  same  time  much 
against  the  letters  to  Messrs.  Couper 
and  Cowan."  .  , 
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"  I  have  ever  expressed  disapprobation  of 
Mr.  Carter's  conduct,  in  regard  to  certain 
papers  that  appeared  in  Tar.  Lancet,  and 
if  what  is  said  be  true,  as  to  other  letters 
written  by  him  to  the  surgeons  in  office,  1 
more  decidedly  disapprove  ;  hut  it  appears 
to  roe,  that  the  proceedings  against  liira, 
and  the  result  of  them,  are  illiberal  and 
harsh,  I  had  almost  said  unjust. 

"  I  know  not  the  laws  of  the  hospital  on 
the  point,  nor  do  I  believe  them  generally 
known,  but  in  these  times  we  are  accus- 
tomed so  much  to  fair,  open,  and  legal 
proceedings,  that  any  thing  like  what  the 
proceedings  in  question  are  reported  to  hare 
been,  bears  so  much  the  character  of  what 
might  have  taken  place  in  less  enlightened 
times,  and  conveys  something  so  tyrannical, 
that  every  liberal-minded  individual  cannot 
but  disapprove. 

D.  R.  Rakkine. 
"  I  agree  with  Mr.  1  r„  „  w  ,r 

Rankine,        J  Graham  Todd. 

Walter  Douglas. 
Duncan  M'Phee. 
William  Craio." 


CASES  Or  INTERMITTENT  FEVER,  IN  WHICH 
BLEEDING  WAS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  COLD 
STAGE. 

By  John  Mackintosh,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 
the  Practice  cf  Phytic,  jfc,  in  Edinburgh. 

(Continued  from  page  442.) 

The following  Catet  and  Dissections  are  extracted 
from  the  Work  ofM.  Bailly* 

Case  1. — Pernicious  intermittent  fever, 
attended  with  coma  and  convulsions.  Stay 
in  the  hospital  from  3d  July,  1322,  to  the 
4th  in  the  evening.  Autopsy;  arachnitis, 
cephalitis,  gastro-eoteritia. 

Benoit  Simouelli,  setat.  30  years,  of  a 
Strong  constitution,  affected  for  some  time 
with  a  tertian  fever.  He  came  to  the  hos- 
pital on  the  2d  July,  1822. 

3.  Had  a  slight  febrile  access,  afterwards 
took        of  haik. 

4.  Towards  mid-day  he  walked  in  the 
ward,  felt  vi-ry  well,  and  laughed  with  the 
other  j»ati«-nts».  All  of  a  sudden  he  was 
seized  with  violent  shivering,  to  which  suc- 
ceeded a  very  high  fever,  during  which  he 
had  alternate  flexion  and  extension  of  toe 
forearms,  and  profound  coma.  He  died  in 
six  hours  after  the  commencement  of  the 
attack. 

Dimctimx  the  fallowing  day,  at  2  o'clock, 
p.m. — Vivid  injection  of  the  whole  of  the 


*  These  cases  hare  been  transluted  as 
literally  as  possible. 


arachnoid  ;  colour  of  the  cineritious  matter 
of  the  brain  much  deeper  than  natural,  ap- 
proaching a  dark  reddish  grey ;  a  little 
water  in  the  ventricles  ;  no  false  membrane 
on  the  arachnoid  ;  great  inflammation  of  the 
stomach,  especially  towards  its  great  cur- 
vature, which  was  every  where  of  a  deep, 
generally-diffused  red.  Many  worms  in 
the  small  intestines,  which  presented  also 
inflamed  portions,  especially  where  the 
ascarides^hsd  collected. 

Case  3. — Stay  in  the  hospital  from  the 
2d  August  to  the  5th,  in  the  evening.  Au- 
topsy ;  arachnitis,  slight  gastro-enteritis. 

Pierre  Donati,  astat.  28,  of  a  good  consti- 
tution, was  brought  to  the  Hospital  of  Saint 
Esprit  on  the  2d  August,  1822. 

Towards  an  hour  and  a  half  "after  mid- 
day, he  was  seized  with  an  accession  of 
fever,  which  commenced  by  excessive  cold- 
ness, followed  by  intense  heat,  and  stupor. 
He  lay  up*>n  his  back,  with  his  eyes  half 
open ;  he  awoke  when  any  one  spoke  to 
him,  and  fell  again  into  the  same  state  of 
coma ;  his  pulse  was  frequent  and  strong  ; 
the  skin  burning.  In  the  night,  copious 
sweating  appeared,  the  intellectual  faculties 
returned,  and,  in  the  morning,  he  was  in  a 
stste  to  answer  concerning  his  health.  Took 
several  ounces  of  bsrk. 

3.  The  fever  returned  half  an  hour  after 
mid-day  ;  commenced  with  a  very  violent 
coldness,  followed  by  heat,  and  stupor ;  but, 
nevertheless,  he  always  awoke  when  any- 
one called  him,  and  he  opened  his  eyes.  The 
forearms  were  bent  upon  the  arms,  and 
could  not  be  extended  ;  the  teeth  were 
clenched,  which  prevented  the  state  of  the 
tongue  from  being  seen.  Sensibility  of  the 
skin  diminished ;  he  lies  upon  his  back ; 
there  is  no  pain  upon  pressing  the  belly.  At 
half  past  two  o'clock,  general  perspiration, 
but  not  so  abundant  as  the  first.  In  the 
evening,  return  of  sentiment  and  intelli- 
gence ;  cessation  of  contraction  of  the  arms  ; 
but  the  ideas  are  less  clear.  Other  doses  of 
bark. 

4.  The  morning  of  the  third  day  after  his 
arrival,  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  the  pulse 
frequent ;  stupidity ;  together  with  a  drunken 
appearance.  At  eleven  o'clock  a  return  of 
the  cold,  which  was  less  intense,  and  of 
shorter  duration  ;  fever  more  violent ;  stu- 
por more  profound,  coma,  return  of  rigidity 
of  the  limbs ;  suhsultus  tendinum ;  he 
always  lies  upon  his  back  ;  pulse  full  and 
strong.  At  half  past  three  i/clock  sweat 
appeared,  but  less  copious.  After  the  sweat, 
he  could  not  give  a:i  answer,  and  he  was 
unconscious  of  his  own  state  ;  cessation  of 
the  contractions. 

6.  At  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  new 
I  accession  of  fever,  the  cold  stage  shorter, 
|  the  hot  more  violent  j  contractions  of  fore- 
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arms }  coma,  difficult  respiration,  rale.  Died 
at  10  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Dissection  12  hours  after  death. — Lively  in- 
flammation of  ike  whole  of  the  arachnoid  ; 
serosity  between  the  circumvolutions  ;  en- 
gorgement of  the  vessels  running  on  them  ; 
injection  of  the  vessels  of  the  lyra.  The 
brain  being  raised,  there  escaped  half  a 
pound  of  blood.  Some  points,  of  a  red  co- 
lour, in  the  stomach  and  intestines;  liver 
gorged  with  blood  ;  spleen  voluminous,  and 
easily  torn  ;  no  morbid  appearance  in  the 


Case  4. — Pernicious  intermittent  fever, 
with  coma  and  jaundice.  Stay  at  the  hos- 
pital from  the  24th  August  to  the  2Mb. 
Autopsy;  cephalitis,  gastro-enteritis,  sple- 
nitis. 

Francois  Lauretti,  shoemaker,  aelat.  60, 
of  a  lean  constitution,  fell  sick  on  the  17th 
August,  1822.  He  had  the  fever  every  day, 
beginning  with  shivering,  and  terminating 
in  the  night  by  sweating.  At  the  same 
time  he  was  constipated,  and  bad  a  pain  in 
the  epigastrium.  Was  brought  to  the  Hos- 
pital of  Saint  Esprit  on  the  24th  August.  In 
the  evening,  the  surface  of  his  whole  body 
was  of  a  deep  yellow  citron  colour ;  said 
this  colour  appeared  during  the  last  parox- 
ysm ;  extremities  cold,  wbile  he  had  a  feel- 
ing of  internal  heat;  tongue  red  and  dry  ; 
pulse  108,  like  a  thread.  He  had  still  so 
much  recollection,  that  he  smiled  on  seeing 
us  approach  him,  for  we  had  already  spoken 
to  him  when  he  was  brought  to  the  hospi- 
tal, and  before  he  was  yet  put  to  bed.  He 
ooroplained  of  nothing,  appeared  quite  tran- 
quil, and  replied  perfectly  to  all  that  we 
asked  him. 

25.  In  the  morning,  coma;  immobility; 
lies  upon  the  back  ;  insensibility  of  the  ex- 
tremities, when  they  are  pinched  ;  but  when 
pressure  is  applied  to  the  region  of  the  sto- 
mach, he  shows  signs  of  suffering*  Yellow- 
ness continues.  Pulse  insensible  at  the  fore- 
arm, but  in  the  leg  it  is  122.  He  took  se- 
reral  spoonfuls  of  bark  during  ibis  access, 
which  he  vomited ;  and  died  this  same  morn- 
ing at  ten  o'clock. 

Distection. — The  body  was  of  a  lemon  yel- 
low colour.  On  opening  the  head,  the 
dura  meter  was  tinged  as  yellow  as  the  skin  ; 
by  repeated  washing,  this  lint  could  in  part 
be  removed  ;  but  on  holding  it  to  the  light, 
the  diminution  of  colour  was  scarcely  per- 
ceptible ;  injection  of  the  arachnoid  ;  corti- 
cal Huhstance  of  a  deep  colour  ;  yellowish  se- 
rosity  between  the  convolutions.  On  slicing 
the  brain,  a  number  of  red  points  were 
seen :  a  little  water  in  the  ventricles ;  the 
cerebellum  natural ;  the  luu-»s  healthy  ;  the 
cavities  of  the  heart  appeared  to  us  larger 
than  usual ;  in  the  right  veutiicle  was  a  clot 
entirely  formed  of  ulbumen,  as  yellow  in 


colour  as  that  of  the  skin  and  dura,  nutter. 
The  belly,  before  being  opened,  was  con- 
cave, and  resting  on  the  vertebral  column  ; 
the  stomach  contracted  on  itself;  it  was 
every  where  of  the  colour  of  lees  of  wine* 
Although  it  was  well  washed,  there  adhered 
to  its  surface  a  thick  mucus,  similar  to  the 
tenacious  expectoration  of  patients  labour- 
ing  uuder  pulmonary  catarrh.  The  smaller 
curvature,  end  a  portion  of  the  greater,  pre- 
sented that  kind  of  eruption  described  at 
No.  50.  When  examined  with  a  lens,  it 
offered  nothing  more  remarkable  than  to  the 
naked  eye,  only  instead  of  appearing  to  con- 
sist of  small  perfectly  round  elevations,  and 
entirely  separated  from  eaoh  other,  they 
communicated  by  their  bases.  The  redness 
of  the  stomach  was  less  lively  towards  the 
pylorus,  but  it  began  again  immediately  at 
the  duodenum,  where  it  was  very  intense, 
and  continued  without  interruption  in  the 
small  and  large  intestines.  The  gall  bladder 
was  green  externally,  and  filled  with  a  black 
and  thick  bile  ;  on  pressing  it  strongly,  only 
a  few  drops  could  he  made  to  pass  iuto  the 
duodenum  ;  the  orifice  of  the  ductus  choleda- 
chus  could  not  be  distinguished  in  the  midst 
of  the  red,  bloody,  and  swollen  folds  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  dmxlenum,  but  by 
this  means.  The  ductus  choledochus  being 
opened,  presented  nothing  remarkable,  ex- 
cept that  its  mouth  was  drawn  into  the  duo- 
denum, in  consequence  of  the  swelling  of 
the  inflamed  tissue  of  the  latter.  The  liver, 
was  of  ordinary  consistence  ;  its  colour  was 
of  the  yellow  of  powdered  bark  :  this  is  the 
only  time  I  ever  saw  it  in  this  state.  The 
spleen  was  of  the  usual  size,  and  quite  dif- 
fluent. 

Case  5.— Pernicious  intermittent  fever, 
with  coma  and  convulsive  movements.  Stay 
in  the  hospital  from  6th  July  in  the  morn- 
ing till  the  7  th  in  the  evening.  Autopsy; 
arachnitis,  gastritis,  voluminous  and  difflu- 
ent spleen. 

Jean  Olivier,  «tat.40,  of  a  good  constitu- 
tion, was  brought  to  the  hospital  on  the  6th, 
July.  He  was  then  without  fever.  In  the 
evening  the  fever  came  on,  preceded  by 
shiverings,  and  followed  by  violent  heat. 
!  The  pulse  was  strong,  120 ;  coma.  He  lies 
upon  the  bock.  Right  arm  immoveable; 
the  left  arm  bent  and  carried  towards  the 
head  ;  seusibiliiy  every  where.  When  an 
attempt  is  made  to  open  the  left  eye,  he  ap- 
pears to  experience  pain,  and  contracts  the 
eyelids.    Belly  painful. 

7th,  in  the  morning. — Coma ;  lies  upon 
the  back  ;  pulse  strong,  108.  In  the  even- 
ing :  coma  ;  a  clammy,  fetid  sweat;  insen- 
sibility ,  immobility  of  t:*e  extremities; 
tongue  dry.    Died  at  seven  o'clock. 

Dissection. — Injection  and  thickening  of 
the  amchnvid ;  engorgement  of  the  vessels 
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winch  run  oh  the  convolutions,  which  are. 
separated  by  watery  exudations ;  the  left 
lyra  greatly  injected  ;  watery  effusion  at  the 
base  of  the  brain  ;  phle gmonous  eminences 
in  the  stomnch,  which  were  of  a  grey  slate 
colour ;  invagination  of  the  small  intestine*  ; 
spleen  voluminous  and  pulpy 


coped  from  the  divided  vessels,  which  re 
appeared  even  after  wiping.  The  liver  was 
blackish ;  it  appeared  composed  only  of 
black  blood,  slightly  coagulated,  and  ot  col- 
lular  bands,  which  alone  offered  some  re- 
sistance to  the  fiuger  :  where  this  weak  re- 
sistance was  overcome,  the  liver  was  but  of 
Case  6—  Stay  in  the  hospital  from  3d  :  the  consistence  of  thin  jelly,  for  the  blood 
July  in  the  morning  till  that  evening,  Au-  appeared  effused  in  its  tissue,  which  resem- 
bled a  pulpy  mass.  The  intestines  were  in- 
flamed in  several  points,  and  each  inflamed 
portion  corresponded  to  some  knots  of 
worms,  which  were  still  alive.  The  lungs, 
ties  cold  ;  demi-tfexion  of  the  two  thoracic  I  the  spleen,  and  the  stomach,  were  heulthy. 
extremities  ;  when  one  wishes  to  extend ' 


topsy  ;  arachnitis,  gastro-euteritis 

Vincent  Orsini,  aetat.OO,  came  to  the  hos- 
pital the  3d  July,  in  the  following 
state: — Coma;  pulse  insensible;  extremi- 


them,  a  resistance  is  felt  on  the  part  of  the 
flexor  muscles.  Left  eye  half  shut,  right 
eye  open,  pupils  dilated,  immoveable ;  tongue 
dry,  lying  ru  the  very  bottom  of  the  mouth. 
He  manifests  pain  when  pressure  is  applied 
to  the  belly.    He  died  the  same  eveniug. 

Dissection  of  Case  6. — At  the  examination, 
vivid  inflammation  of  the  arachnoid,  with 
great  injection  of  its  vessels.  There  es- 
caped some  serum,  which  was  situated  be- 
tween the  dura  muter  and  arachnoid.  A 
fibrous  tumour,  of  the  size  of  a  large  nut, 
adhered  to  the  dura  mater,  under  the  pos- 
terior angle  of  the  parietals,  and  compress- 
ed the  brain  ;  although  the  injection  of  the 
arachnoid  was  very  lively  on  both  sides,  it 
was,  however,  greatest  ou  the  left.  Hyda- 
tid in  the  choroid  plexus,  the  size  of  a  small 
pea.  The  water  that  was  between  the 
arachnoid  and  dura  muter  was  more  abundant 
on  the  left  side  than  on  the  right ;  brain 
pretty  soft.    General  inflammation  of  the 


Case  9. — Autopsy  ;  hepatitis,  pneumo- 
nitis, peritonitis. 

Joseph  Totti,  horse-doctor,  of  a  Banguine 
bilious  temperament,  strong  constitution, 
was  accustomed  to  go  down  every  year  to 
marshy  situations,  to  direct  the  workmen 
in  seedtime,  or  at  the  harvest,  which  occa- 
sioned obstructions  in  the  spleen  and  liver. 
In  1U11,  in  the  time  of  harvest,  being  then 
aged  forty,  aud  working  with  great  activity, 
he  was  affected  with  an  intermittent  fever, 
and  which  continued  without  using  any  re- 
medies till  the  third  paroxysm.  At  last  he 
returned  home  ;  the  fatigue  of  the  journey 
procured  for  him  a  very  short  sleep.  I  saw 
him  when  he  was  affected  with  his  fifth 
paroxysm.  He  was  in  the  following  state  : 
agitation ;  impossibility  of  finding  a  posi- 
tion which  procured  him  rest ;  pain  under 
the  right  false  ribs,  mounting  to  the  top  of 
the  shoulder,  and  extending  to  the  left  hy- 
pochondrium ;  pains  in  the  articulations ; 


stomach;  the  S.  of  the  colon  was  of  a  brown-  i  head  heavy  ;  tongue  covered  with  a  white 


ish  red. 

Cask  7. — Stay  in  the  hospital  from  the 
19th  June  to  the  lJOth,  in  the  evening.  Au- 
topsy ;  pepbalitia,  putrilaginous  softening 
pf  the  liver,  enteritis. 

Douato  Fanti,  a  collier,  aitat.  oO,  was 
brought  to  the  Hospital  of  Saiut  Esprit,  in 
a  comatose  state,  which  continued  even  till 
death.  The  pulse  was  strong,  beating  BO 
times  in  a  minute;  when  the  extremities 
were  pinched  the  patient  manifested  pain  ; 
the  skin  was  hot  and  moist  ;  when  they 
opened  his  eyes,  he  did  not  direct  them  to 
any  object.  It  was  impossible  to  see  his 
tongue,  because  his  jaws  could  not  be  se- 
parated sufficiently  to  see  it.  He  only  com- 
plained of  pain  when  be  was  pressed  in  the 
region  of  the  liver,  and  he.  did  not  appear 

to  suffer  any  thing  when  pressed  on  any  ;  eructations  ;  urine  always  the  same.  As 

the  tongue  was  white,  aud  as  he  had  no 
stools  after  the  lavement,  lie  took  5j.  of 
manna,  which  produced  a  bilious  stool.  In 
the  niglit  lie  had  no  sleep  ;  delirium. 

8th  day.  The  patient  felt  the  least  return 
of  the  fever  ;  the  pain  of  the  right  side 
became  fixed  in  the  hypochondriac  region, 


crust,  bitter  taste  in  the  mouth,  vomiting  ; 
thirst ;  face  livid  ;  pulse  irregular,  neither 
soft  nor  hard  ;  great  difficulty  in  respiring  ; 
urine  red  and  clouded.  He  got  an  injection 
to  loosen  the  belly.  He  had  little  rcpOse 
during  the  night,  for  the  fever  returned, 
preceded  by  a  general  coldness  over  all 
the  extremities,  and  the  paiu  in  his  side  was 
aggravated. 

tith  day.  A  frequent  cough,  without  ex- 
pectoration. The  emulsions  had  eased  the 
thirst ;  had  no  appe  tite.  The  bitter  taste 
in  the  mouth  had  disappeared.  A  pound 
of  blood  was  drawu  from  the  arm  ;  the  coa- 
guluin  was  almost  soft  ;  the  serum  was 
livid.  At  the  return  of  the  fever  the  cold 
only  attacked  the  extremity  of  the  feet. 

7  th  day.  The  paiu  worse  uud  worse  ;  the 
difficulty  of  respiring  .still  greater  ;  frequent 


other  part  ot  the  belly. 

Dissection. — On  opening  the  cranium  seve- 
ral  ounces  of  blood  escaped  ;  the  arachnoid 
was  strongly  adherent  to  the  dura  mater  by 
granulations,  resulting  from  old  inflamma- 
tion ;  the  vessels  of  tha  brain  were  much 
engorged;  on  slicing  it,  drops  of  blood  es- 
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and  augmented  in  violence ;  the  fomenta- 
tions were  found  of  no  use  in  diminishing 
these  p^ins,  which  every  evening,  however, 
presented  a  well-marked  spontaneous  remis- 
sion ;  the  brick-like  sediment  in  the  urine 
was  more  abundant.  The  patient  having 
drank  some  soup,  vomited  a  porraceous 
matter. 

9th  day.  Poise  soft,  weak ;  prostration ; 
meteorism  ;  belly  always  constipated.  The 
nourishment  did  not  oppose  the  sinking  of 
the  strength  ;  he  took  for  drink  a  solution 
of  nitre.  He  could  not  support  the  touch 
of  the  hand  upon  the  right  side  of  the  belly. 
In  the  evening  he  became  delirious,  fio 
sleep  during  the  night ;  he  raised  himself 
frequently  to  make  urine. 

10th  day.  Severe  pain  in  both  hypochon- 
driac regions,  so  much  so,  that  he  could 
neither  lie  upon  his  back  nor  upon  either 
side  ;  he  sat  up  in  the  bed  ;  the  agitation 
produced  sweating  ;  he  had  no  repose,  hut 
when  he  supported  himself  upon  his  elbows 
and  knees,  the  back  being  turned  upwards ; 
but  soon  the  cough  destroyed  this  rest; 
passed  a  very  painful  night. 

11th  day.  Same  state;  urine  clear  and 
ready  to  putrify  ;  lavements  repeated  ;  a 
blister  applied  to  the  right  hypochondrium 
produced  no  relief.  He  could  not  even  sup- 
port the  weight  of  the  bed-clothes.  Deli- 
rium in  the  night ;  after  a  Bhort  and  agitat- 
ed sleep  he  became  worse. 

12th  day.  Vague  Bhiverings  ;  pains  in  the 
extremities ;  pulse  small ;  anxiety  ;  diar- 
rhoea ;  face  downcast ;  a  watchful  night. 

13th  day.  Respiration  slight,  interrupted 
by  sighs  ;  very  disagreeable  night. 

14th  day,  in  the  morning.  He  could  not 
rest  himself  in  any  position,  and  as-be  was 
raising  himself  to  speak  to  his  confessor,  be 
expired. 

Dissection. — The  body  offered  nothing  re- 
markable but  a  tension  of  the  belly.  In  the 
abdomen,  there  was  a  sanious  effusion, 
mixed  with  a  little  blood.  The  liver  was 
putrid  and  tuberculous  ;  this  affection  com- 
menced towards  the  convex  part,  extending 
itself  on  all  sides,  and  descending  towards 
the  concave  part ;  nevertheless,  the  great- 
est destruction  was  on  the  convexity  ;  the 
rest  was  engorged  and  inflamed;  its  volume 
was  natural.  The  gall  blodder  contained  a 
little  thin,  clear  bile,  not  viscid.  The  infe- 
rior face  of  the  diaphragm  was  erysipelatous  ; 
the  stomach  and  small  intestines  were  full 
of  water ;  the  spleen  double  the  ordinary 
sire,  and  of  a  black  colour ;  the  exterior 
surface  of  the  right  lung  was  covered  with 
a  white  crust,  the  inferior  part  adhered  to 
the  pleura  cottalis. 

Cass  10.  Stay  in  the  hospital  from  the 
8th  of  July  to  the  J  Oth.  Autopsy  ;  arach- 
nitis, enteritis,  splenitis. 

Dominique  do  Marco,  aet.  30,  of  a  good 


constitution,  was  affected  with  a  simple 
tertian  fever  since  the  24th  June,  182?. 
On  the  evening  of  the  7th  July,  he  was 
seized,  according  to  the  report  of  his  pa- 
rents, with  an  accession  of  the  pernicious, 
comatose  intermittent.  He  arrived  at  the 
hospital  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  July,  and 
he  was  in  the  following  state  :  coma;  de- 
cubitus on  the  back  ;  face  red  ;  fore  arms 
bent  and  contracted;  pulse  112;  convulsive 
trembling  of  the  fingers ;  legs  stretched  and 
immoveable  ;  sensibility  every  where.  They 
made  him  swallow  three  ounces  of  bark  in 
six  hours. 

At  2  o'clock.  Pulse  100;  sinapisms  to 
the  feet. 

9lh,  in  the  morning.  He  is  jn  a  sweat ; 
remission  of  the  fever  ;  pulse  88  ;  a  watch- 
ful coma ;  he  hears  but  does  not  answer,  al- 
though he  looks  ;  two  hours  later,  pulse  92, 
very  full ;  several  ounces  of  bark. 

Evening.  Pulse  full,  strong,  96;  pro- 
found coma  ;  resisting  stiffness  of  the  right 
arm;  he  cannot  show  his  tongue;  skin 
hot,  and  always  moist  with  sweat.  To  make 
him  swallow  the  hark,  it  was  necessary  to 
pinch  his  nose,  and  hold  his  mouth  open 
with  a  key  ;  afterwards  water  was  poured  in, 
which  Ire  kept  in  his  mouth,  and  finished 
by  rejecting  it.  He  has  taken  seven  ounces 
of  bark  through  the  course  of  the  day. 

10th,  in  the  morning.  Pulse  140,  strong 
and  full ;  coma  ;  flaccidity  ;  general  immo- 
bility ;  mouth  open  ;  blood  was  taken  from 
the  jugular  ;  respiration  stertorous.  Died 
towards  mid. day. 

Dissection.— Injection  of  all  the  Teasels  of 
the  arachnoid,  even  to  the  very  smallest 
ramifications,  and  on  both  sides  ;  but  on  the 
right  side,  and  upon  the  anterior  lobe,  it 
was  of  an  intense  red,  without  any  dis- 
tinction of  vessels  ;  when  it  was  torn  away 
from  the  convolutions,  the  pia  mater  was 
also  removed :  it  adhered  so  intimately  to 
the  arachnoid,  as  to  resemble  one  mem- 
brane, red,  very  thick,  and  in  the  tissue  of 
which  blood  was  effused,  which  appeared 
immediately  to  coagulate :  little  water  in 
the  ventricles;  the  brain  of  the  ordinary 
consistence  :  when  it  was  cut,  there  ap- 
peared a  great  number  of  red  points,  which 
immediately  became  the  seat  of  large  drops 
of  blood ;  toe  arachnoid  of  the  cerebellum  was 
also  highly  injected  ;  the  consistence  of  that 
organ  was  natural.    Stomach  grey,  exter- 
nally, contracted,  slightly  inflamed ;  small 
intestines  presented  two  invaginations;  a 
portion  of  this  intestiue  white,  transparent, 
distended  with  gas  ;  the  rest  grey  and  con- 
tracted :   in  three  places  all  the  circum- 
ference of  the  tube  is  red,  both  within  and 
without,  occupying  the  space   of  three 
inches  in  length  ;  all  the  large  intestine  is 
white,  &c.  &c.   Liver  gorged  with  blood; 
spleen  weighed  between  two  and  three 
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pounds,  and  reduced  into 
state. 


a  grey,  pulpy 


Case  11. — Stay  in  the  hospital  from  6th 
July  to  7th  in  the  evening.  Autopsy;  arach- 
nitis, gastro-enteritis,  splenitis. 

Paul  Tossini,  set.  30,  of  a  good  consti- 
tution, was  taken  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  June  with  a  fever,  which  commenced 
with  heat,  and  which  returned  every  day 
until  the  6th  July,  when  he  arrived  at  the 
hospital.  He  had  had  thirst,  bloody  stools, 
tenesmus,  enlarged  spleen ;  and  he  had 
taken  cooling  drinks  and  a  purgative.  He 
is  now  in  the  following  state :  his  appear- 
ance is  stupid ;  somnolence  rather  than 
coma ;  general  pain  of  head.  The  patient 
only  appears  to  be  drowsy,  for  he  is  easily 
awoke,  and  he  understands  sufficiently  well 
what  is  said  to  him  ;  decubitus  on  the  back, 
the  knees  are  drawn  up,  but  he  cannot  ex- 
tend the  thighs,  without  experiencing  pain  ; 
during  his  slumbers  the  right  eye  is  partly 
open,  the  left  shut ;  it  is  impossible  to  de- 
press the  lower  jaw,  without  producing 
suffering,  when  the  commissure  of  the  lips 
is  drawn  a  little  more  to  the  right  thau  left ; 
the  tongue  is  dry,  red,  covered  with  a  black 
crust,  which  extends  from  the  point  to- 
wards the  middle,  the  breadth  of  which  is 
not  more  than  half  au  inch  ;  the  tongue  is 
drawn  a  little  to  the  right  ;  at  intervals, 
slight  convulsive  movements  of  the  hands  ; 
pain  of  belly  upon  pressure  ;  skiu  hot,  dry  ; 
pulse  120.  When  the  right  arm  is  extended, 
the  flexor  muscles  contract,  aud  the  patient 
seems  to  suffer  much  pain ;  but  when  once 
extended  it  continues  so. 

In  the  night,  bloody  dejections,  extremely 
foetid  ;  declination  of  the  paroxysm,  which 
returned  on  the  7th  in  the  morning;  at 
seven  o'clock  the  patient  complained  of 
cold.  I  did  not  see  him  till  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening,  when  the  paroxysm  was  be- 
ginning to  decline  :  the  skin  was  hot  and 
moist ;  the  lips  were  encrusted ;  the  pulse 
was  not  to  be  felt ;  respiration  hurried  ;  the 
two  forearms  bent,  when  it  was  wished  to 
extend  them,  above  all  the  right  violent 
pain  was  produced ;  preservation  of  sensi- 
bility every  where ;  sometimes  the  right  eye 
a  little  open,  the  left  being  shut.  He  had 
several  convulsive  movements  this  morning, 
and  towards  mid-day.  He  took  kino  before 
the  accession,  at  the  moment  when  he  al- 
ready felt  the  cold.  Increase  of  coma ; 
died  nt  half  past  seven  o'clock  in  the 
eve-.'.ing. 

Dissection.— Generalinjection  of  the  arach- 
noid, particularly  that  part  which  covers  the 
cerebellum,  and  the  lateral  part  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  spinal  marrow.  The  injec- 
tion of  the  right  side  was  a  little  more  intense 
than  that  of  the  left,  although  it  was  other- 
wise as  vivid  as  it  is  possible  to  imagine 


for  it  was  not  a  simple  injection,  which 
merely  shows  the  smallest  vessels.  The 
arachnoid  was  of  a  deep  red,  as  if  all  its 
tissue  were  penetrated  with  blood.  The 
brain  presented  nothing  remarkable.  The 
intestines  were  injected  in  the  same  man- 
ner, from  the  oesophagus  even  to  the  anus  ; 
their  whole  thickness  appeared  to  be  im- 
pregnated with  blood ;  they  were  not  either 
thicker  than  natural,  nor  contracted  ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  were  distended  with  flatus. 
Spleen  weighed  from  eight  to  ten  pounds ; 
when  it  was  put  upon  the  table,  it  became 
flat  like  a  bladder  half  filled  with  water  ;  ita 
tissue  was  reduced  to  a  pulp. 


TO  J AMFS  JOHNSTONE,  U.V, 

"  Precept"  anil  "  Example." 

« 

Dfar  Johnston b,— The  retirement  of  Dr* 
Copland  from  public  life,  to  whom  you  may 
recollect  we  were  in  the  habit  of  addressing 
occasional  remarks  on  passing  events,  affords 
us  the  melancholy  pleasure  of  finding  in  you 
a  fit  epistolary  substitute  for  our  departed 
friend.  As  editors,  like  other  men,  are 
mortal,  it  is  with  siucere  satisfaction  we 
have  seen  the  "  mantle  of  the  prophet"  de- 
scend  on  you,  in  whom  we  therefore  hail  a 
worthy  representative  of  the  talents  and  at- 
tainments of  that  illustrious  individual.  We 
should  here  willingly  expatiate  on  the  vir- 
tues and  premature  (ate  of  our  lamented  cor* 
respondent,  but  that,  in  obedience  to  the 
inspired  mandate,  which  says,  "  let  the  dead 
bury  the  dead,"  we  are  called  from  the  con- 
cerns of  death  to  the  more  important  affairs 
of  life.  Though  not  personally  interested  in 
the  present  address,  its  title  may  possibly 
intimate  to  you  the  nature  of  its  contents, 
without  a  prefatory  explanation.  Assisted 
by  your  knowledge  of  the  singular  occur* 
rences  of  the  medical  world  for  some  time 
back,  you  can  scarcely  fail  to  anticipate  our 
intention  of  examining  some  contemporary 
publication,  in  which  the  concordance  of 

precept"  and  "  example"  has  been  most 
happily  manifested  for  the  last  twelve 
months.  That  periodical,  your  critical  sa- 
gacity must  all  at  once  convince  you,  can  be 
no  other  than  the  "  Subscription  Humbug," 
or  ghost  of  the  Medical  and  Physical  Jour- 
nal, conducted  by  your  esteemed  friend  aud 
ally,  Dr.  Roderick  Macleod.  The  post- 
ponement of  this  comparison  of  practice  and 
profession,  you  will  immediately  perceive, 
on  reflection,  presents  many  advantages  to 
compensate  for  deficiency  of  novelty,  and 
the  inconvenience  of  procrastination.  The 
effervescence  of  feeling  which  usually  ac* 
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computes  dlepntes  of  ft  personal  kisd,  has 
n  ow  partly  subsided,  leaving  the  ingredients 
of  excitement  at  the  bottom,  in  a  state  fit  for 
the  objects  of  analysis  From  the  quality 
of  the  materials  left  in  the  cauldron,  we  may 
now  estimate  the  character  of  the  magician 
by  whom  this  atorm  of  tbe  passions  has  been 
conjured  into  existence.  Deprived  by  time 
of  the  veil  of  darkness,  in  which  his  spells 
had  shrouded  him  during  their  operation,  be 
may  be  followed  through  tbe  depository  of 
his  labours  before  us,  as  the  serpent  may  be 
traced  by  its  slimy  impressions  in  its  convo- 
luted progress  through  mud. 

This  preface  furnishes  us  with  a  conve- 
nient standard,  by  which  bis  subsequent  con- 
duct may  be  understood.  lie  there  informs 
us,  with  all  the  seeming  of  sincerity,  that 
the  "  Charily  Excrescence"  is  to  be  car- 
ried on  "  with  tbe  utmost  degree  of  judg- 
ment, knowledge,  and  good  feeling  !"  We 
shall,  for  the  sake  of  arrangement,  assume 
these  qualities  as  heads  to  which  our  illus- 
trations maybe  referred,  and  which  we  take 
at  random  from  the  first  volume.  Under  the 
head  of  "  judgment"  may,  we  think,  be 
reduced,  his  opinions  on  the  important  ques- 
tion of  medical  education.  His  seal  for  pro- 
moting that  object,  may  be  fairly  inferred 
from  the  manner  in  which  he  treats  an  ex- 
pression of  public  feeling  on  the  subject,  in 
the  following  passage  : — "  A-feW  weeks  ago, 
a  number  of  young  men,  who  are  studying 
medicine  in  London,  assembled  at  a  debut- 
ing society  at  Guy's  Hospital,  and  made 
speeches,  the  burden  of  which  was,  that 
medical  education  is  very  deficient  in  Eng- 
land, and  very  inferior  to  what  it  is  on  tbe 
Continent:  this  farce  was  reported  in  the 
daily  newspapers."  The  diminished  pro- 
portions of  the  picture  conveyed  to  the 
mind  through  this  narrative,  are  perfectly 
preserved  m  every  part.  Thus  time  itself 
has  not  escaped  curtailment ;  it  was  only  an 
insignificant  "  few  days  ago  f*  the  students 
were  but  "  young  men,"  and  only  a  "  num- 
ber **  of  them  present;  they  were  but 
*'  studying  medicine,"  and  of  course  could 
know  nothing  of  how  the  science  should  be 
taught ;  they  assembled  at  a  «•  debating  so- 
ciety," and,  like  all  who  frequent  such 
arenas  of  foolery,  only  *•  made  speeches 
the  import  of  which,  like  the  da <ap»  of  a 
song,  was  but  a  "burden;"  and,  by  an 
easy  transition,  next  turns  out  to  be  "  a 
farce,"  which,  by  way,  we  presume,  of  ag- 
gravation, was  actually  reported  in  the 
**  daily  newspapers !"  *  By  a  similar  pro- 
cess of  descriptive  inversion,  the  pyramids 
might  be  reduced  to  a  play-toy,  and  eternity 
itself  to  a  span.  Johnson  (not  you,  dear 
Doctor,)  remarks,  that  once  the  idea  of  big 
and  little  men  occurred  to  Swift  ;  the  com- 
position of  the  voyages  to  Hrobdignag  and 
Lilliput  was  a  matter  of  hub  difficulty. 


Doctor  Roderick  probably  took  tbe  hint 
from  the  Dean,  and,  in  his  gigantic  vision, 
time,  London,  Guy's  Hospital,  medical  stu- 
dents, and  all,  dwindled  down  into  a  sort  of 
pigmy  creation,  like  the  Lilliputians  in  tbe 
eyes  of  Gulliver,  We  have  not  the  least 
doubt,  that  if  the  narrator's  person  had  been 
in  proportion  to  the  microcosm,  into  which 
he  reduced  this  meeting,  but  he  would  have 
extinguished  its  inflammatory  proceedings, 
as  Gulliver  quenched  the  conflagration  of 
the  royal  city  of  Mildendo. 

A  passage  from  another  "leading  article" 
supplies  us  with  a  specimen  of  the  Doctor's 
"  learning,"  while  it  confirms  what  we  have 
been  advancing  with  regard  to  his  •♦  judg- 
ment." "  We  have,"  ho  says,  "to  a  for- 
mer article,  expressed  something  like  an 
opinion,  that  if  medical  education  in  this 
country  be  not  the  best  in  the  world,  it  is, 
perhaps,  the  best  for  us."  Polyphemus,  in 
one  of  his  fits  of  unwieldy  gallantry  towards 
Galatea,  reckoned,  among  other  personal 
advantages  by  which  he  hoped  to  subdue  the 
iienrt  of  the  fair  nymph,  his  having  but  one 
eye.  The  logical  Cyclops  of  the  "  Me* 
dical  and  Physical,"  does  not,  indeed, 
assure  the  nymph  of  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 
to  whom  he  is  making  love  In  the  preced- 
ing passage,  that  he  is  absolutely  a  mono- 
eutia;  but  he  tells  her  what  amounts  to 
nearly  the  same  thing,  that  he  sees  but  one 
side  of  a  question,  for  which  she  happens  to 
he  interested.  The  fair  impersonation  of 
the  corporate  systems  must  be  hardhearted 
indeed  to  resist  the  impassioned  advances 
of  a  Sciator,  who,  for  her  sake,  can  discover 
so  much  perfection  ra  tbe  Hospital  "  Nepo- 
tism" of  London,  the  "  Dubbing"  at  Edin- 
burgh, the  *'  Apprenticing"  in  Dublin,  the 
*'  Post-office  Diplomas"  of  Aberdeen,  and 
in  all  the  other  virtuous  and  consistent 
schemes  of  education  over  which  she  pre- 
sides; while  among  her  rival*  on  the  Con- 
tinent he  finds  nothing  but  defects  and  de- 
formity. .No  wonder  Cupid  has  been  paint- 
ed blind,  wltea  the  venerable  swain  of  the 
"  Subscription  Excrescence  "  can  convert  the 
imperfections  of  his  mistress  into  a  theme 
for  admiration.  A  classical  vera  runs 
through  all  the  Doctor's  editortak  amours. 
He  not  only  makes  love  with  the  blind  de- 
votion of  the  ancients,  and  arrays  bis  favou- 
rite with  all  the  charms  of  a  perfect  Venus,1 
but  would  add  to  her  beauty  the  attributes 
of  a  Minerva,  by  imposing  on  her  the  strict-' 
est  silence,  which,  among  the  Greeks  and" 
Romans,  was  so  expressive  of  wisdom.  As 
another  specimen  of  his  "  judgment,"  we 
find  him,  in  one  of  his  leading  articles, 
writing  thus  : — "  We  deny  that  the  medical 
officers  of  our  hospitals  can,  with  any  pro* 
I  priety  or  truth,  be  considered  as  subject  to 
f  public  inspection.  We  deny  that  the  treat- 
ment of  disease  is  a  thing  that  Wlaauder 
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the  cognizance  of  the  public  judgment ;  or 
ought  to  be  brought  under  their  notice." 
The  Doctor  is  so  jealous  of  the  accomplish- 
ments of  his  mistress,  that  he  is  indignant 
at  the  idea  of  submitting  them  to  the  vulgar 
gaze  of  the  public  through  the  mirror  of  the 
press.  He  would  monopolize  all  her  per- 
fections in  silent  fruition,  and  confine  the 
inspection  of  her  operations  to  the  few  ini- 
tiated priests  of  her  temples.  The  mob  of 
students  and  practitioners,  throughout  the 
British  empire,  was  to  derive  a  knowledge 
of  their  profession  through  her  silence  ; 
and  no  voice  issuing  from  the  sanctuary 
was  to  inform  the  public  whether  her  rites 
were  duly  performed.  All  her  affairs,  like 
the  mysteries  of  the  "  Bona  Dea,"  were  to 
be  conducted  in  darkness  and  taciturnity  ! 

We  must,  however,  be  con  teat  for  the 
present  with  these  examples  of  "  know. 
ledge"  and  "judgment."  for  the  purpose 
of  being  detailed  in  our  selections  of  the 
"  good  feeling,"  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity of  that  article  in  the  volume  before  us. 
It  is  so  abundant,  indeed,  that  the  only 
difficulty  lies  in  compressing  it  within  a 
sufficiently  abort  spsce  ;  and  so  conspicu- 
ous for  its  politeness  and  humanity,  that  it 
might  be  supposed  to  hate  been  the  joint 
production  of  a  Cliesterneld  and  a  Howard. 
In  the  very  page  in  which  the  profession  of 

good  feeling"  was  made,  we  find  the 
following  delicate  and  correct  statement : — 
"  But  a  few  years  ago,  a  set  of  literary 
plunderers  broke  in  on  tbe  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  profession.  Lecturers,  who  had  spent 
their  lives  in  collecting  knowledge,  arrang- 
ing it  for  communication,  and  acquiring  the 
art  of  oral  instruction,  saw  tbe  produce  of 
their  lives  snatched  from  them,  and  pub- 
lished for  the  profit  of  others,  with  the 
additional  mortification  of  finding  what  they 
had  taken  so  much  pains  with,  disfigured 
by  bad  English,  and  ridiculous  or  mischie- 
vous blunders."  It  would  be  a  matter  of 
some  difficulty  to  determine,  whether  the 
ingenuity  or  tbe  truth  of  this  passage  is 
most  to  be  admired.  By  what  Mr.  Sbiel 
would  call  a  "  rhetorical  artifice,"  the  im- 
puted offence  is  magnified  to  excite  the 
wore  commiseration  for  the  aggrieved ; 
while  the  circumstances  of  the  aggrieved 
are,  in  their  turn,  magnified  to  excite  the 
greater  horror  at  the  offence.  Thus,  with- 
out any  assigned  pretext,  the  "  plunderer*" 
are  represented  to  have  committed  a  regu- 
lar burglary,  and  on  whom  ?  Why,  on  the 
quiet,  peaceable,  and  industrious  proprietors 
of  the  London  lecture  rooma,  who  spent 
their  lives  (poor men!)  in  the  acquisition 
of  professional  proj>ertv,  and  the  art  of  oral 
instruction  1  What  a  hard  cose  !  One  could 
almost  weep  for  the  severity  of  their  lot ! 
In  one  point  only  the  picture  is  defective ; 
it  is  not  usual,  we  believe,  with  robbers  of 


any  description,  who  carry  on  their  trade 
for  the  purposes  of  profit,  to  deteriorate 
what  tbey  steal  by  bad  English,  or  any 
other  expedient,  to  lessen  its  value.  Here 
the  painter's  zeal  to  produce  effect  outruns 
his  prudence,  and  his  fiction,  consequently, 
becomes  inconsistent  with  itself.  It  might, 
however,  he  supposed,  from  its  plausibility, 
that  there  was  some  foundation,  for  the 
statement,  in  fact;  it  is  now  well  known* 
that  it  is  as  purely  a  work  of  the  imagina- 
tion as  any  one  of  the  Waverly  Novels.  It 
is,  therefore,  not  a  little  smusing  to  ima- 
gine, with  what  a  smile  of  contempt  thee© 
spoliated  lecturers  must  have  read  this 
poetical  narration  of  their  grievances,  al- 
ways excepting  Mr.  Abernethy,  who,  Lav  - 
ing  sworn  to  the  fidelity  with  which  his 
lectures  were  reported,  must  have  felt 
chagrined  with  his  friend,  Doctor  Macleod, 
for  putting  him  forward  as  a  perjurer,  or  a 
speaker  of  bad  English,  in  this  splendid 
fiction.  But  we  must  proceed,  without 
dwelling  too  long  on  each  instance  of  the 
"  good  feeling." 

In  another  paragraph  of  the  "  leading 
articles,"  we  find  the  following  complimen- 
tary language  applied  to  passages  in  The 
Lancet  :  "  The  two,  taken  together,  exhi- 
bit a  manner  and  a  method  in  lying,  which 
can  only  proceed  from  long  experience  ant) 
constant  practice.  Tbe  paper  concludes 
with  a  passage  worthy  of  what  precedea  it, 
and  which  shows  that  the  writer  has  a  heart 
and  au  imagination  filled  with  the  foulest 
images  and  the  darkest  passions."  The, 
beautiful  illustration  of  *'  fine  feeling"  dis- 
played in  these  remaiks,  convinces  us  that, 
if  the  writer  had  only  a  text  worthy  of  bis 
natural  disposition,  he  would  certainly  be 
the  first  commentator  of  the  age.  Like  a 
good  critic,  who  sometimes  points  out  beau- 
ties of  which  the  writer  was  unconscious, 
tbe  Doctor  is  so  thoroughly  imbued  with  a 
horror  of  impropriety  in  diction  and  senti- 
ment, that  he  is  insensibly  led  to  find  it 
where  it  does  not  really  exist*  His  tact  in 
the  discovery  of  invisible  immorality,  is 
only  equalled  by  the  virtuous  indignation  of 
his  chastisements.  That  species  of  punish- 
ment inflicted  by  the  production  of  proof,  is. 
entirely  too  slow  in  its  operation  to  satisfy 
his  notions  of  justice  ;  he  throws  Locke  and 
logic  aside, and  finds,  in  Billingsgate,  a  more 
expeditious  castigation  for  "  foul  images," 
"  dark  passions,"  and  "  a  constant  practice 
of  lying."  Thus,  in  another  passage,  we  find 
these  remarks  fully  corroborated.  Alluding 
to  a  late  duel,  he  says: — It  is  one  amoug 
the  daily  proofs  of  the  incalculable  mischief 
resulting  from  that  depravity  of  the  medical 
press,  which  has  set  man  in  hostility  to 
mau ;  a  system  habitually  carried  ou  for 
the  profit  of  a  moral  incendiary,  (observe, 
we  say  moral,)  who  has  raised  a  conflagra-* 
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tion  which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  only  be 
quenched  ia  blood."  In  addition  to  the 
other  qualities  of  the  Doctor's  style,  we 
have  it  here  assuming  the  prophetic  form. 
Having  rushed  at  once  to  a  conclusion,  and 
imbodied  it,  in  the  usual  way,  in  a  nickname, 
without  the  assistance  of  a  single  fact,  his 
fancy  takes  fire,  and  lie  furnishes  us  with 
an  extinguished  conflagration,  which,  by 
the  way,  has  never  since  been  quenched, 
either  by  blood  or  water.  Thia  splendid 
creation  of  rhetorical  pyrotechny  was,  no 
doubt,  brought  forward  for  the  purpose  of 
reviving  the  recollection  of  a  libel,  for  which 
you,  dear  Johnstone,  had  to  pay  the  hand- 
some sum  of  six  or  seven  hundred  pounds. 
Our  friend,  Mr.  VVakley,  would,  no  doubt, 
look  vastly  comical  in  a  caricature,  warming 
his  hands  before  a  comfortable  blaze  of 
doctors'  wigs  in  the  middle  of  Bedford 
Square,  while  you,  dear  Johnstone,  and 
your  coadjutor,  Roderick  Macleod,  might 
be  seen  in  the  distance,  endeavouring  to 
extinguish  the  flames  with  a  Jukes'  syringe, 
inserted  into  the  jugular  veiu  of  some 
wounded  duellist.  The  poor  father,  in  one 
of  Goldsmith's  comedies,  who  discovers  a 
plot  of"  blood  and  arson  "  in  a  love-letter  to 
one  of  his  daughters,  was  nothing  to  this 
discovery  of  blood  aud  fire  in  the  pages  of 
The  Lancet. 

One  other  specimen  must  conclude  our 
selection  at  this  sitting  ;  it  is  as  follows  : — 
"  Thomas  W alley  stands  convicted  of  false- 
hood before  one  of  the  most  impartial  judges 
that  ever  sat  on  the  bench  ;  and  his  name  is 
recorded  in  the  two  first  courts  in  this  king- 
dom as  a  libeller."  Had  the  Doctor  been 
made  a  crier  in  one  of  the  said  courts,  he 
Would  have  been  quite  at  home  ;  for  one  can 
scarcely  help  thinking,  while  reading  this 
triumphant  announcement,  that  he  is  not 
listening  to  that  official  personage  exercis- 
ing his  lungs  and  his  functions  through  the 
judicial  triumph.  The  Doctor,  indeed,  is 
never  satisfied  to  leave  his  readers  to  deduce 
conclusions  from  facts;  he  naturally  distrusts 
their  confidence  in  his  statements,  and 
thiuks  they  might  err,  unless  he  concluded 
by  proclaiming  his  opponents  "  incendia- 
ries," "  libellers,"  «•  liars,"  and  "  black- 
guards." Thus,  Junius  informs  us,  "  every 
common  dauber  writes  rascal  and  villain 
under  his  picture,  because  the  pictures 
themselves  have  neither  character  nor  re- 
semblance." Did  Dr.  Macleod  neglect  this 
vulgar  precaution,  it  might  be  a  matter  of 
some  difficulty  to  point  out  the  originals  of 
his  descriptions. 

We  have  thus,  dear  Johnstone,  taken  a 
few  specimens,  at  random,  of  the  "  pre- 
cepts "  and  *•  examples  "  of  your  esteemed 
contemporary,  Dr.  Macleod's**  good  feeling." 
You  will  allow  that  they  are  worthy  of  oue 


whose  heart 


rened  with  hatred, 


while  his  pen  was  dripping  this  spurious 
sentiment,  who,  to  satiate  his  revenge 
against  men  guilty  of  no  other  crime  thua 
laughing  at  his  stupid  pretensions,  turned 
beggar  when  they  made  him  a  literary 
bankrupt,  and  received  the  sympathetic 
alms  of  Mr.  firodie  for  the  accomplishment 
of  his  detestable  purpose.  Bah!  "  good 
feeling  "  indeed  !  There  is  a  depth  of  dis- 
grace, a  foulness  of  design,  an  intensity  of 
malice,  in  this  combination  of  beggary  and 
charity  between  the  spite-worn  pauper  and 
his  patron,  which  makes  one  loathe.  But, 
dear  Doctor,  knowing  the  "  morbid  sensibi- 
lility"of  your  stomach,  we  will  not  finish 
the  sentence;  for,  in  imagination,  we 
already  see  you,  after  a  few  ineffectual 
exertions  to  restrain  your  disgust,  deluge 
these  creatures  in  an  eructation  of  iudig- 
nant  bile.  Ovid,  you  may  recollect,  in 
his  recapitulation  of  the  fantastic  philoso- 
phy of  Pythagoras,  makes  serpents  spring 
from  the'  putrid  marrow  of  human  bones. 
If  the  malignity  of  man  had  then  been 
established  by  a  few  Macleods,  no  wonder 
the  fertile  fancy  of  the  ancients  would  have 
found  in  the  circumstance  an  appropriate 
origin  for  the  venomous  tribes.  1'h is  "  man* 
of  feeling  "  no  sooner  enters  on  the  stage  of 
action,  after  reciting  his  sentimental  pro- 
logue, than,  in  a  sort  of  harlequinade  of  the 
heart,  he  throws  aside  the  garb  of  benevo- 
lence, and  appears  in  his  natural  character 
of  vituperation  ;  while  all  his  kindness,  like' 
the  waters  of  the  Choaspes,  which  flowed 
for  the  exclusive  beverage  of  the  kings  of 
Persia,  is  reserved  for  those  who  hold  the 
same  opinions  as  himself.  In  short,  there 
is  not  an  epithet  remarkable  for  its  coarse- 
ness ;  a  noun,  which  has  been  excluded 
from  all  decent  composition  ;  or  any  other 
part  of  speech  which  could  be  made  subser- 
vient to  his  abusive  purposes, — that  this 
"  man  of  feeling"  has  not  pressed  into  the 
services  of  detraction.  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark too,  (aud  it  cannot  escape  the  most 
careless  of  his  readers,)  that  his  attacks  are 
essentially  different  fn*m  those  which  dis- 
tinguish every  other  literary  writer.  Other 
authors  are  satisfied  with  attempts  to  prove 
their  own  superiority  over  an  opponent ;  to 
show  that  he  may  be  in  error  in  the  line  of 
conduct  which  he  pursues;  they  confine 
their  strictures  to  his  compositions,  and 
comment  on  his  doctrines,  without  invading 
the  sanctuary  of  the  heart.  The  sentimental 
Doctor  reverses  this  system,  eschews  all 
consideration  of  a  roan's  acts  and  arguments, 
and,  bounding  over  that  line  which  all  men 
have  held  sacred  in  their  contentions,  grasps 
atonre,  with  Indian  ferocity,  the  heart  of 
his  victim,  and  tatoos  it  with  the  "  foulest 
images"  and  the  "  darkest  passions."  And 
agninflt  whom,  and  for  what  crinv,has  all  thia 
savage  vituperation  been  expended!  Against 
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au  individual  on 
unable  to  fix  one  moral  stigma  in  the  social 
relations  of  life  ;  against  one  whose  conduct 
nas  been  subjected  to  an  unparalleled  or- 
deal, without  injury;  and  all  because  be 
liad  the  originality  to  invent  a  system  of 
efficient  reform  in  medical  affairs  ;  the  per 


are  really  hostile.  On  the  contrary,  they 
are  men  who  would  not  only  not  permit  the 
Press  to  exercise  a  censorship  over  their 
conduct,  or  allow  of  any  shade  of  reforma- 
tion in  medical  institutions,  but  who  would 
crush  the  Press  itself,  and  corrupt  the 
medical  corporations  of  these  countries  still 


severance  to  carry  it  on  against  every  spe-  more.  The  man  who  cannot  see  this  through 
cies  of  opposition,  nnd  will,  we  believe,  have  !  their  agents  and  their  writings,  we  take  to 


the  proud  satifactiou  of  seeing  its  full  accom 
plishment.  These  were  merits  and  objects 
which,  at  least,  in  the  minds  of  the  candid, 
might  compensate  for  any  trivial  errors  com- 
mi t ted  in  the  working  of  a  novel  engine. 
Great  moral  and  physical  powers  are  dim 
cult  to  manage,  particularly  without  the  ex 


be  incurably  blind.  Examine  the  individual 
whom  they  have  put  forward,  and  his  com- 
positions us  examples — who  is  he  1  one  who 
having  died  a  natural  deatli  from  stupidity* 
in  one  publication,  has  been  galvanised  into 
a  sort  of  artificial  existence,  by  the  metallia 
battery  of  M  r.  Brodie  and  his  Yespertiliouiau 


perience  of  previous  application.  The  li~ht-  brothers,  to  gape,  croak,  and  wriggle,  liko 
ning  which  purifies  our  atmosphere  of  its  a  reanimated  felon  for  a  while,  in  another  ; 
noxious  qualities,  may  occasionally,  in  its  one  who  having  been  rescued  from  a  lite- 
course,  smite  au  ox  or  it*  owner  ;  the  J  rary  death  by  the  sympathies  of  revenge, 
satirist,  who  exhibits  vice  in  its  naked  j  has  sold  himself  to  become  the  executioner 
form,  to  render  it  the  more  disgusting,  may,  to  a  taction,  as  a  convict  r.ecepts  a  transmu- 
indeed,  sometimes  offend  the  delicate  and  tation  of  sentence,  in  consideration  of  per- 
the  innocent;  but  the  philosopher,  who  forming  duties  still  more  degrading  than 
see*  in  all  sublunary  arrangements,  evil  in-  ]  those  for  which  he  had  been  condemned, 
separable  from  good,  looses  sight  of  the  •  f his  is  the  pure,  unspotted,  unshackled 
minor  inconvenience,  in  contemplating  the  agent,  who  comes  forward  with  the  whine 
general  result.  While  we  disclaim  the  iin-  of  honesty  on  his  lips,  but  with  the  venom 
possible  attribute  of  impeccability,  we  con-  J  of  hate  in  his  heart,  and  the  wages  of 
tend  that  the  most  unjust  means  have  been  1  slander  in  his  hands,  as  the  chivalrous 


taken  to  magnify  the  imputed  faults  of  this 


avenger  of 


an  insulted  profession,  and  the 


Journal,  and  to  affix  a  dang?rous  character  calumniator  of  the  writers  in  The  Lancet  ; 


to  the  excitement  which  it  has  in  part  pro- 
duced. The  agitation,  of  whatever  kind  it 
may  be,  is  certainly  not  exclusively  the 
work  of  The  Lancet  ;  for  had  the  system, 
which  it  has  so  successfully  assailed,  been  a 
sound  one,  how  little  would  its  attacks  have 


who,  to  the  impulses  of  wounded  pride, 
adds  the  lust  of  prospective  lucre,  and  the 
obligation  of  servitude  to  a  faction,  to 
stimulate  him  in  the  performance  of  his 
mercenary  duties/  Look  to  those  "  leading 
articles"  which  were  to  have  formed  a  por- 


availed  1 — just  as  little  as  a  political  writer,  tion  of  the  •*  ideal  model"  of  his  publica- 


who  could  have  the  folly  to  write  against  tht 
principle  of  trial  by  jury,  civil  representa- 
tion, or  any  other  essential  part  of  the 
British  constitution.  But  when  the  struc- 
ture is  rotten,  a  touch  will  make  it  totter  to 
the  foundation.  This  was  manifestly  the 
case  with  The  Lanoft,  and  the  medical 
corporations  ;  much  less  vigour  than  it  has 
displayed,  would,  we  believe,  at  the  time, 
have  produced  this  effect.  Considered, 
therefore,  in  a  just  light,  the  complaint  of 


tion,  and  what  is  their  tendency  1 — to  palliate 
the  old  abuses  of  our  institutions,  and  to 
foster  the  generation  of  new.  Examine 
his  reviews,  and  how  has  he  dispensed  criti- 
cal justice? — by  rendering  partiality  useless 
to  lus  friends  by  its  fulsomeness,  and  cen- 
sure harmless  to  his  opponents  by  its  stupid 
malignity.  l  ake  the  scraps  called  «' letters," 
which  have  been  published  by  him,  and 
what  do  they  contain'? — complaints  from 
mock  students,  that  their  nm«t«  ri  have  been 


excitation  is  but  llie  confession  of  t!ie  con- J  too  attentive  in  the  discharge  of  their 
scious  weakness  of  the  supporters  of  this  j  duties,  and  the  masters  th«  mselves  the  next 
system — the  crash  of  a  corrupt  and  time-  week  complimenting  their  obsequious  j  ane- 
worn  edifice,  rushing  in  its  roiteuness  to  the  j  gyrists.  Bead  his  '*  hospital  reports,"  and 
grouud.    Were  the  men  who  have  epposed  ' 


this  Journal  persons  who,  while  they  agreed 
in  its  leading  object,  hut  doubted,  through 
mistaken  notions  of  propriety,  of  the  expe- 
diency of  the  course  it  has  pursued  for  this 
purpose,  they  would  be  eutitled  to  a  degree 
of  respec  t  which  ha<  not  been  conceded  to 
them.  You  are  weil  aware,  however,  that 
it  is  not  so  much  to  the  means  whiih  The 
Lancet  has  employed,  a*  to  the  vcy  prin- 
ciple and  object  of  the  work  that  these  men 

No.  *8l. 


how  are  nutters  conducted  here  1 — the 
render  of  them  must  come  to  the  general  but 
laughable  conclusion,  that,  for  the  lastyear, 
and  a  half,  there  has  not  been  a  single  ope- 
ration badly  performed,  or  a  medicine  in- 
judiciously prescribed,  in  the  hospitals  of 
London.  We  defy  its  greatest  admirer  to 
point  cut  one  instance  in  which  an  abuse 
was  the  topic,  that  he  has  not  taken  it  under 
Lis  imhectlo  protection,  and  attempted  to 
shield  its  abettors  against  exposure*  Point 
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out  one  passage,  on  the  other  bond,  in 
which  an  opportunity  presented  for  the 
calumniation  of  the  exposers  of  abuse,  that 
he  has  not  availed  himself  of  it ;  in  which 
an  episode  against  the  moral  character  of 
the  Editor  of  The  Lancet  and  its  contribu- 
tors could  be  possibly  interwoven,  that  be 
has  omitted  to  turn  to  account ;  aud  we  will 
concede  that  we  are  wrong  in  looking  on 
his  journal  as  the  most  singular  composition 
ever  yet  published,  because  it  is  the  only 
one,  we  believe,  tbat  ever  made  the  syste- 
matic calumniation  of  the  motives  of  a  con- 
temporary, the  exclusive  grounds  and  ob 


to  adroit  of  the  introduction  of  the  finger 
with  a  probe-pointed  bistoury,  by  withdraw- 

enlarged  infe- 


mg  which  the  wound 
riorly,  and  the  fundus  of  the  bladder  laid 
bare.  This  being  considerably  thickened, 
was  divided  with  great  difficulty,  and  the 
wound  being  held  open  by  a  blunt  hook,  a 
pair  of  strong  forceps  were  introduced,  and 
the  stone  was  easily  grasped,  but  was  so 
immoveable,  that  after  long  and  forcible  ef- 
forts, the  operator  was  at  last  obliged  to  de- 
sist for  a  time  from  further  attempts.  The 
finger  being  now  introduced  into  the  blad- 
der, a  smaller  calculus  was  found  at  its  up- 


jects  of  its  existence.    Hence  its  aspect  is  per  part,  and  easily  extracted.  The  attempts 


purposes  are  detestable, 
rkened  by  the  nightshade 


as  dreary  as  its 
Every  page  is  darl 

of  the  heart — every  column  saddened  by 
the  rank  luxuriance  of  the  hemlock.  You, 
dear  Johnstone,  know  the  man,  and  have 
been  honoured  with  a  personal  insight  into 
his  gloomy,  honourable,  and  "  charitable" 
occupations* 

Erinensis* 

Dublin,  Jan.  1829. 


HOPITAL  BEAU  JON. 


CAS*  OF  STONE,  IN  WHICH  THE  HIGH,  AND 
AFTERWARDS  THE  RECTO- VESICAL  OPE- 
RATION WAS  PERFORMED. 

A  boy,  fifteen  ^eers  old,  was,  on  the  1st  of 
December,  admitted  into  the  hospital  under 
M.  Blandin.  fie  stated,  that  for  the  last 
five  years  he  had  been  subject  to  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  bladder,  which  was  consider- 
ably augmented  by  walking,  and  the  evacu- 
ation of  stools  and  urine,  and  which  extend- 
ed from  the  bladder,  along  the  urethra,  to 
the  glens,  where  it  was  moat  violent.  The 
penis  was  continually  in  a  state  of  semi- 
erection  ;  the  urine  was  discharged  involun- 
tarily, and  the  anus  wss  prolapsed  and  in- 
flamed. A  sound  being  introduced  into  the 
urethra,  was  arrested  at  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  by  a  solid,  and,  as  it  appeared,  im- 
moveable body,  which  was  also  very  easily 
felt  by  the  finger  in  the  rectum  ;  the  exist- 
ence of  a  large  stone  in  the  bladder  was 
clearly  ascertained,  and  the  patient  being 
much  exhauated  by  bis  continued  sufferings, 
the  high  operation  W8S  decided  upon,  and 
performed  on  the  7th  of  December,  in  the 
following  manner.  A  mucilaginous  fluid 
haying  been  injected  into  the  bladder,  which, 
from  its  contraction,  or  the  size  of  the  stone, 


at  removing  the  larger  stone  were  now  re- 
newed, but  were  as  fruitless  as  before,  al- 
though an  assistant  with  his  finger  ia  the 
rectum,  and  another  with  the  staff  in  the 
urethra,  endeavoured  to  raise  the  stone,  and 
to  assist  the  action  of  the  forceps. 

M.  Blandin,  being  now  convinced  of  the 
impossibility  of  removing  the  stone  by  the 
upper  opening  of  the  bladder,  determined, 
with  the  unanimous  advice  of  his  col- 
leagues, upon  the  immediate  performance 
of  the  re  cto-vesical  operation.  He  accord- 
ingly introduced  his  finger  into  the  rectum, 
and,  forcibly  pressing  the  bladder,  from  the 
hypogastrium  downwards,  divided  its  neck, 
the  prostate  gland,  sphincter  ani,  and  perine- 
um, in  the  median  line.  The  stone, being  now 
felt  by  the  finger,  was  grasped  by  the  for- 
ceps, and,  while  an  assistant  depressed  the 
stone  with  his  hand  in  the  upper  wound  of 
the  bladder,  was,  at  last,  with  great  difTU 
culty  and  exertion,  extracted.  It  was  of  an 
oval  form,  two  inches  in  its  largest,  and  an 
inch  and  a  quarter  in  its  smallest,  diameter, 
of  very  firm  consistence,  and  weighed  two 
ounces.  Although  the  operation,  of  course, 
lasted  a  considerable  time,  the  patient  did 
not  lose  much  blood.  The  wound  of  the 
hypogastrium  was  united  by  a  bandage, 
sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  opium  was  given.  In  the 
evening,  slight  fever  acceded,  but  the  pa- 
tient was  free  from  pain,  except  in  the 
wounds,  and  he  passed  a  quiet  night.—- 
On  the  following  day,  the  fever  was  much 
increased,  and  be  complained  of  vague 
pains  in  the  abdomen.  The  bleeding  was 
repeated,  and  a  large  emollient  poultice 
was  applied  over  the  hypogastrium.  On  the 
second  day,  when  the  report  was  taken, 
he  had  violent  pain  in  the  hypogastric  re- 
gion, though  not  in  the  rest  of  tbe  abdomen  ; 
his  countenance  was  very  pale,  and  expres- 
sive of  anxiety  ;  he  had  vomited  several 
times,  and  had  still  nausea,  and  a  very  small 
pulse. — Jouni.  Hebdom. 

As  soon  as  the  result  of  this  cose  (which 
can  hardly  be  otherwise  than  fatal)  ia 


could  be  made  to  contaiu  but  a  small  quan 
titv,  tbe  akin  was  divided  by  a  longitudi 

nal  incision,  about  two  inches  in  length,  and  I  known,  we  will  take  care  to  lay  it  before 
the  lines  alba  opened  to  such  an  extent,  as  our  readers. 
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London,  Saturday,  January  17,  1829. 

,  We  bare  received  several  communica- 
tions from  members  of  the  Westminster 
Medical  Society,  announcing  their  deter- 
mination, to  secede  from  a  body,  whose 
44  Hole  and  Corner"  proceedings  ore  oalcu- 
lated  to  disgrace  end  degrade  the  profession. 
The  Society  is,  in  fact,  felo  d*  «,  ss  far  as 
all  purposes  of  professional  or  public  utility 
are  concerned;  it  has  accomplished,  in 
effect,  ita  own  destruction,  and  its  actual 
dissolution  will,  in  ail  probability,  soon  follow 
ita  virtual  disorganisation.   For  what  is  the 
avowed  principle  upon  which  Mr.  Lambert 
has  been  excluded  from  their  body  1   W  hat 
is  the  ground  unblushingly  assigned  as  a  fit 
reason  for  expelling  one  of  their  ablest  and 
most  efficient  members?    Mr.  Lambert 
has  given  publicity  to,  instead  of  screening, 
the  failure   of  one   of  his  professional 
brethren.    This  is  the  unprofessional  con- 
duct, us  it  is  termed,  for  which  Mr.  Lam- 
bert has  been  declared  unworthy  of  con- 
tinuing to  take  a  part  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Westminster  Medical  Society.   If,  in- 
deed, the  report  of  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's 
operation,  communicated  by  Mr.  Lambert 
to  this  Journal,  had  contained  a  tissue  of 
false  statements,  there  would  have  been 
some  ground  for  impugning  the  moral  cha- 


pogsible.  What,  then,  are  the  sum  and 
substance  of  Mr*  Lambert's  offence  in  the 
eyes  of  the  members  of  the  Westminster 
Medical  Society  1  Is  it  the  colouring,  the 
dramatic  form  of  the  report,  which  has 
pointed  out  to  them  the  necessity  of  sitting 
in  judgment  upon  Mr#  Lambert,  as  arbi- 
ters of  taste  ?  Or  is  the  malice  which  Mr. 
Lambert  was  charged  with  having  enter- 
tained towards  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  the 
ground  upon  which  they  hare  deemed  it 
right  to  animadvert  upon  his  conduct,  as 
censors  of  the  morality  of  the  profession  t 
No,  no,  no !  the  charge  of  malice  was  suc- 
cessfully rebutted  by  Mr,  Lambert  in  his 
candid  and  manly  speech.  He  showed  that 
a  friendly  intercourse  had  long  subsisted  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Bransbv  Cooper;  that 
they  had  had  indeed  their  altercations  aud 
reconciliations,  but  that  he  had  never  enter- 
tained any  thing  like  ahoatile  feeling  against 
him.  It  is  not  the  bad  taste,  it  is  not  the 
alleged  malicious  colouring  of  Mr.  Lam- 
bert's report,— it  is  its  truth,  its  un- 
answerable, iU  admitted  truth,  which 
has  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  certain 
members  of  the  profession,  who  care 
nothing  for  Mr,  Lambert's  motives,  or 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's  reputation,  but 
who  dread  every  thing  for  themselves. 
Persons  whose  interest  it  is  that  the  blun- 
ders of  unskilful  members  of  the  profession 
should  bo  screened  from  the  public  eye, 
naturally  hate  and  dread  the  man  by  whom 


racier  of  the  writer,  and  for  contending  that  such  blunders  have  been  faithfully  recorded* 
the  author  of  such  a  report  ought  not  to  When  the  majority  of  a  society  consists  of 


hold  a  seat  among  the  members  of  a  scien- 
tific body.  But  all  the  material  facts  in  that 
report  remain  uncontradicted  ;  nay,  their 
truth  is  established  beyoud  the  possibility 
of  contradiction,  by  the  report  of  the  opera- 
tion just  published  by  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper 
himself- — a  report  avowedly  withheld  by 
that  gentleman  in  order  to  increase  his 
chance  of  obtaining  a  verdict,  and  which, 
had  it  been  published  before  the  trial,  must 
have  rendered  a  verdict  in  his  favour  iiu- 


such  persons,  it  is  an  honourable  distinc- 
tion to  an  able  and  independent  member 
of  the  profession,  to  be  deemed,  by  that 
majority,  unworthy  of  belonging  to  it. 

It  is  in  anticipation,  we  presume,  of  some 
similar  disgraceful  proceeding  on  the  part 
of  the  London  Medical  Society,  that  Dr. 
Haslam  has  announced  his  determination 
of  retiring  from  the  office  of  President. 
That  gentleman  has  declared  that  he  will 
not  sauction,  by  his  presence  in  the  chair, 
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a  proceeding  which  lie  cannot  but  regard 
with  unqualified  disgust,  and  which  must 
with  disgrace  all  who  hare  the  mean- 
and  the  folly  to  participate  in  it.  If 
such  a  proceeding  were  unjustifiable  before 
the  publication  of  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's 
own  report  of  his  operation,— a  report  which 
the  operator  did  not  venture  to  publish  be- 
fore the  trial, — it  will  be  still  more  base 
and  unwarrantable,  if  persisted  in  after  Mr. 
B  r  ansb  y  Cooper's  publication,  which  estab- 
lishes, beyond  all  doubt,  the  truth  of  Mr. 
Lambert's  report.   We  do  not  hesitate  to 
affirm,  nor  can  any  professional  man  who 
reads  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's  own  report 
of  his  operation,  deny,  that  there  are  many 
parts  of  that  report  far  more  unfavourable  to 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's  surgical  reputation, 
than  any  thins?  which  was  stated  in  Mr.  Lam- 
berths  report.  If,  then,  the  London  Medical 
Society  be  as  ambitious  as  the  Westminster 
Society  of  hastening  its  own  dissolution, 
let  it  bring  a  substantive  charge  against  Mr. 
Lambert,  and  boldly  put  upon  record  the 
ground  upon  which  it  deems  him  unfit  to 
retain  a  seat  within  its  walls.   Let  it  not 
affect   a  fastidious  disapprobation  of  the 
bad  taste  which  could  assimilate  the  real 
butcheries  of  a  hospital  operating  theatre 
to  the  fictitious  carnage  of  the  stage— let  it 
Hot  outrage  common  decency  by  pretending 
to  feel  for  unskilful  operators  a  sympathy 
which  is  really  due  to  the  victims  of  their 
unskilfulness — let  it  not  add  hypocrisy  to 
meanness,  but  endeavour  to  atone  for  the 
cowardice  of  expelling  a  man,  whose  talents 
and  inflexibility  are  his  real  offences,  by 
frankly  avowing  the  true  grounds  of  his  ex- 
pulsion— let  it  tell  him, "  You  have  exposed 
to  the  eye  of  the  public  the  failure  of  one  of 
your  professional  brethren,  whom,  if  you 


ANATOMISTS  AND  MURDERERS. 

were  living  on  terms  of  friendship,  and 
whose  urbanity  of  manners  is  universally 
acknowledged.  The  short  but  touching 
reply  which  a  Scotch  serving-man  once 
made  to  his  laird  may  teach  you  to  reflect 
with  shame  upon  your  conduct.  The  laird, 
on  the  eve  of  his  departure  from  the  house 
of  a  friend,  inquired  at  his  serving-man, 
whether  he  had  packed  up  all  that  belonged 
to  him.  *  At  least,  your  honour/  said  the 
careful  steward  of  all,  and  more  than  all  his 
master's  property.  How  different  has  been 
your  conduct!  You  have  published  the 
truth  when  it  was  your  professional  duty  at 
least  to  have  suppressed  it,  and  when  the 
calls  of  friendship  should  have 
you  to  a  generous  abuse  of  the 
reposed  in  you.  You  are  too  scrupulous  in 
the  use  of  means  by  which  you  may  serve  a 
friend,  and  screen  professional  imbecility,and 
we  therefore  reject  you  from  our  society. 


The  public  will  learn  with  disgust  that, 
notwithstanding  the  late  horrible  disclo- 
sures at  Edinburgh,  no  steps  whatever  have 
been  taken  to  subject  the  operations  of  the 
dissecting  rooms  in  this  metropolis  to  any 
sort  of  control,  and  that  the  traffic  be- 
tween anatomists  and  resurrectionists,— 
probably  between  anatomists  and  Murder- 
CrS) — is  still  carried  on,  in  defiance  of  all 
law  and  decency,  and  with  a  brutal  indif- 
ference to  the  present  excited  state  of  the 
public  feelings.   Why,  we  ask,  is  the  Go- 
vernment thus  culpably  supine  1    We  say 
culpably  supine ;  for  upon  whom  will  the 
responsibility  rest,  if  it  should  turn  out  that 
the  anatomists  of  this  metropolis  have  been 
supplied  with  human  bodies,  during  the  last 


fortnight,  from  the  same  horrible  source 
believed  him  to  be  incapable,  it  was  your  (  which  has  supplied  the  surgeons  of  Edin- 
duty  to  have  screened.  You  have  been  wn-  ourgu  <j  Tjutil  the  Legislature  shall  have 
professional  enough  to  put  the  life  of  a  pauper, ;  {)iaced  the  supply  of  our  anatomical  schools 
and  the  security  of  the  public,  in  competi-  w;tu  subjects,  under  due  regulations,  the 
tion  with  the  reputation  and  the  domestic  dissecting  rooms  in  this  metropolis  are  pub- 
comfortaof  a  gentleman,  with  whom  yoUjiic  nuances,  which  ought  to  he  abated  j 
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and,  if-no  steps  be  taken  to  abate  them,  we 
shall  feel  it  our  duty  to  enter  into  such 
details  and  disclosure  as  will  probably  com- 
pel the  teachers  of  anatomy  to  pay  some 
respect  to  public  opinion,  and  some  regard 
to  publio  security. 


Natural  Theology,  or  Evidences  of  the  Existence 
and  Attributes  of  the  Deity,  collected  from 
the  Appearances  of  Nature.  By  William 
Palby,  D.D.  Illustrated  by  a  Series  of 
Plates,  and  explanatory  Notes,  by  James 
Paxtom,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  London.  Second  Edition.  Ox- 
ford :  J.  Vincent.  1828.  2  vols.  8vo. 

Tiibsb  volumes  have,  most  deservedly, 
reached  a  second  edition ;  and,  if  they  are 
appreciated  to  their  full  extent,  they  wil] 
occupy  a  place  in  every  library  in  the  king- 
dom. Few  readers  of  Puley  can  avoid  see- 
ing the  advantage  his  Natural  Theology  is 
capable  of  deriving  from  engraved  illustra- 
tions; to  no  book,  addressed  to  men  of  all 
classes,  and  not  to  the  professional  man  in 
particular,  could  the  arts  more  properly  be 
devoted.  Conviction  carried  to  the  mind 
through  the  medium  of  the  eye,  is  not  only 
quicker,  but  infinitely  more  permanent  than 
that  derived  from  any  other  sense ;  and 
we  are  well  satisfied  that,  clear  and  agree- 
able as  is  the  Natural  Theology  of  Paley, 
it  will  be  understood  and  remembered  now, 
by  many  who  were  previously  insensible  to 
its  beauties. 

The  text  itself  will  hardly  admit,  or,  we 
should  say,  will  hardly  need,  quotation, 
either  for  the  purj>ose  of  informing  the 
reader  what  this  edition  is,  or  to  re  com- 
meud  it.  The  former  has  carried  its  own 
recommendation  for  a  quarter  of  a  century ; 
and,  though  the  learned  men  of  the  Quar- 
terly Review  can  afford  to  devote  four  or 
five  dozen  pages  to  so  well-known  a  writer 
as  Paley,  in  the  year  1H28,  we  cannot  recon- 
cile it  to  our  own  minds  to  imitate  them; 


we  might  as  appropriately  sit  down  to  re- 
new "  Butler's  Analogy." 

Of  Mr.  Faxton's  labours  we  will,  however, 
say  a  few  words.  The  present  work  is  an  ex- 
cellent  and  elegant  reprint;  the  designs  of  the 
plates  are  all  of  them  original, "  obtained  from 
the  most  authentic  sources,  and  "  (independ- 
ently of  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Paxton,  as 
a  professional  man)  "  have  been  submitted 
to  the  critical  examination  of  the  most  com- 
petent judges."  The  volumes  contain  about 
forty  plates,  comprising  some  hundred  dis- 
tinct objects,  and  the  interest  of  the  reader 
is  insensibly  secured  at  the  outset  by  a  fami- 
liar illustration,  which  the  engraver  has 
given,  of  the  mechanism  of  a  watch,  in  sup- 
port of  the  argument  which  Paley  has,  in 
his  first  chapter,  so  ingeniously  stated  j  the 
simplicity,  to  which  the  work  is  now  re- 
duced by  a  like  attention  to  every  object 
mentioned,  renders  it  as  enchaining  to  the 
reader  as  the  most  vivid  romance.   In  run- 
ning through  the  pages,  one  object  in  par- 
ticular caught  our  eye,  though  it  did  not 
present  to  the  engraver  so  many  points  of 
interest  as  it  might  have  done,  had  he  been 
a  medical  man.   In  Paley*s  hands,  even 
"  the  bat"  is  made  to  contribute  to  the  ge- 
neral proofs  of  design  in  the  creation.  A  few 
words  of  extract  will  serve  to  show  the 
mode  in  which  the  text,  the  illustrations, 
and  the  explanatory  notes  bear  on  each  other 
In  Chap,  xvi.,  under  the  head  of  "  Com- 
pensation," (of  which  Paley  says,  "  it  is  a 
species  of  relation ;  it  is  relation,  when  the 
defects  of  one  part,  or  of  one  organ,  are 
supplied  in  the  structure  of  another  part, 
or  of  another  organ,")  the  following  occurs 
respecting  that  creature. 

"  The  hook  in  the  wing  of  a  bat  is  strict- 
ly a  mechanical,  and  also  a  compensating  con- 
trivance. At  the  angle  of  its  wing,  there  is  a 
bent  claw,  exactly  iu  the  form  of  a  hook,  by 
which  the  oat  attaches  itself  to  the  sides  of 
caves,  buildings,  &c.  laying  hold  of  crevices, 
joinings,  chinks,  and  roughnesses.  Jt  hooks 
itself  by  this  ciaw ;  remains  suspended  by 
this  hold ;  takes  its  flight  from  this  position*; 
which  operations  compensate  for  the  Uecre- 
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pitude  of  iu  legs  and  feet.  Without  the 
hook,  the  bat  would  be  the  moat  helpless  of 
all  animals.  She,  (says  Paley,  oddly  enough, 
after  speaking  of  it  in  the  neuter,)  can 
neither  run  upon  her  feet,  nor  raise  herself 
from  the  grouud.  These  inabilities  are  mode 
Up  to  her  by  the  contrivance  in  her  wing ; 
and  in  placing  a  claw  on  that  part,  the  Crea- 
tor has  deviated  from  the  analogy  observed 
'  in  winged  animals.  A  singular  defect  re* 
quired  a  singular  substitute." 

An  excellent  engraving  of  a  bat  is  close  at 

hand,  and  an  interesting  thing,  or,  as  Sir 

Astley  Cooper  would  say,  "  a  rtrrina  thing 

it  is  to  see/'  for  those  who  do  not  know  the 

form  of  this  animal,  or  the  situation  of  its 

hook.    The  editor  adds  the  following  note  : 

"  Oateologioally  considered,  the  wings  of 
the  bat  are  hands,  the  bony  stretchers  of  the 
membranes  being  the  finger-boues  extreme- 
ly elongated :  the  thumb  is  short,  and  armed 
with  a  hook  nail,  whioh  these  animals  make 
use  of  to  hang  by  and  to  creep.  The  hind 
'  feet  are  Weak,  and  have  toea  of  equal  lengthi 
swatedtfcto  with  hookod  nails ;  the  membrane 
constituting  the  wing,  is  continued  from  the 
feet  to  the  tail." 

The  engraving  we  cannot  give,  but  tha 
anxious  inquirer  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  a  sight  of  several  bats,  even  in 
this  busy  city,  if  he  be  desirous  of  behold* 
ing  such  interesting  objects. 

We  take  leave  of  the  editor,  with  an  ear* 
nest  recommendation  of  the  work  to  medical 
students,  and  to  all  other  persona  who  wish 
to  obtain  a  vast  fund  of  information  most 
agreeably  communicated. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

4  * 

January  12,  18*9. 


Mr.  Drysdalb,  Vice  President,  in  the 
Chair. 

Or.  Hail  am  not  baring  appeared  a  few 
minutes  past  eight  o'clock,  Dr.  Bliek  moved 
that  the  Vice  President  do  take  tbe  t'hair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  having 
been  read, 

The  RtoiBTB  a  r  read  a  paper  on  two  cases 
communicated  to  the  Sooiety,  by  Mr.  Ed- 
ward  Hallam,  of  Walworth,  of  children  who 
had  had  a  tul  de  «te  in  the  pharynx,  which 
obstructed  the  passage  of  any  nourishment 


whatever  into  the  stomach.  When  any 
thing  was  introduced  into  the  throat,  violent 
convulsive  efforts  were  occasioned,  until  the 
whole  that  had  been  introduced  was  ejected, 
and  which  catne  away  principally  through 
the  nostrils.  In  the  one  case,  clysters  of 
mutton  broth  had  been  occasionally  given, 
and  there  the  child  lived  for  nineteen  days, 
gradually  from  birth  wasting  away.  In  the 
other  case,  the  child  was  born  on  the  foth 
of  November,  and  died  on  the  night  of  the 
29th.  The  preparations  of  the  morbid  parte, 
as  well  as  a  drawing  of  them,  were  exhibit* 
ed  to  the  Society. 

Mr*  Callaway  observed,  that  Dr.  Blun- 
dell  having  beard  the  cases  were  to  be 
brought  before  the  Society,  had  also  sent  8 
preparation  of  a  similar  case  met  with  by 
Dr.  Haighton,  and  which  he  begged  leave 
to  show  to  the  Society. 

Mr.  Salmon  considered  it  extraordinary 
that  in  the  one  case  the  child  should  have 
lived  for  nineteen  days.  He  conceived  that 
it  could  not  have  been  originally  fat,  and  that 
the  circumstance  altogether  threw  much 
light  on  the  physiology  of  hunger.  He  be- 
lieved that  no  ease  was  on  record.  Where  an 
individual  was  known  to  live  longer,  without 
any  nourishment,  than  twenty  days ;  ana* 
that  was  in  the  case  of  R  rather  and  son,  who 
were  condemned  to  be  starved  to  death,  and 
where  the  former  survived  the  latter  nine 
days. 

Mr.  Dsrmot  considered  that  the  child 
must  have  been  fat,  and  that  the  sole  nutri- 
ment of  the  child  all  along  must  have  con- 
sisted in  the  absorption  of  the  fat. 

Mr.  SmraRley  stated,  that  there  were 
many  instances  where  patients  in  typhus 
fever  hsd  lived  a  fortnight  or  three  Weeks 
upon  nothing  but  a  little  cold  water.  • 

Mr.  Drrmot  considered  that  in  these 
cases  there  was  an  inactivity  of  the  system 
altogether,  and  that  there  was  not  that  ex- 
penditure required  for  the  assistance  of  ani- 
mal life,  that  in  other  cases  was  necessary, 

Mr.  Pfttigrew  said,  there  were  also 
cases  of  typhus  fever,  where  there  was  au 
inordinate  degree  of  expenditure  required. 

Mr.  Brown  had  been  attending  a  child 
that  had  died  on  the  former  day,  eight  weeks 
old,  and  which  had  lingered  even  from  birth. 
Having  heard  the  relation  of  two  cases  that 
had  been  read,  he  had  been  induced  to  state, 
that  something  of  a  similar  kind,  though  iu 
a  much  milder  form,  existed  in  his  case, 
and  that  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
fact,  he  should  avail  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  a  dissection.  While  ad- 
dressing the  Society,  he  could  not  help  en- 
tering his  veto  against  Mr.  Salmon's  doc- 
trine, that  phthisis  puhnonalis  and  a  diseased 
rectum  were  necessarily  dependent  upon, 
and  were  associated  with,  each  other.  Dr. 
Farr  had  also  stated  to  hiro,  in  a  conversation , 
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that  bis  experience  had  not  led  him  to  Mr. 
Salmon's  conclusions. 

Mr.  Salmon  had  never  stated,  that  they 
were  necessarily  dependent  on  each  other, 
or  that  they  were  always  concomitant.  He 
had  often  Been  cases  of  diseased  rectum 
without  phthisis  pulmonalis  ;  and  it  was  not 
because  any  gentleman  chose  to  say  his  ex- 
perience did  not  lead  him  to  agree  witb  the 
conclusion  of  another,  that  therefore  the 
doctrine  was  to  be  considered  by  the  profes- 
sion os  unsound.  He  himself  Lad  attended 
a  case  with  Dr.  Farr,  of  ascites,  with  a  dis- 
eased rectum  as  the  exciting  cause,  where 
he  had  been  requested  by  the  Dectot  to  tap 
the  patient,  never  once  suspecting  a  disease 
of  the  rectum.  Mr.  Salmon,  however,  cured 
the  patient  of  a  stricture  of  the  rectom,  the 
symptoms  of  ascites  subsided,  and  the  pa- 
tient gotperfectly  well.  He  afterwards  went 
to  Dr.  Farr  under  a  sort  of  disguise,  who 
prescribed  for  him  as  if  he  had  been  labour- 
ing under  an  affected  liver,  Without  recol- 
lecting he  had  ever  seen  the  man  before. 
On  one  occasion,  Dr.  Farr  had  expressed 
himself  thus  : — "  I  have  a  great  liking  to  see 
you  succeed  in  your  profession,  Mr.  Salmon, 
and  I  hope  yon  will,  but  1  trust  you  will  not 
split  on  the  rock  you  have  been  setting  up 
to  me.  I  have  never  seen  a  diseased  rec- 
tum in  the  course  of  40  years'  experience." 
Mr.  Salmon  enquired  if  be  had  ever  looked 
for  one  1  The  Doctor  replied,  "  I  do  not 
know  that  1  have." 

Mr.  Brown  was  sure  Dr.  Farr  had  never 
examined  a  rectum,  unless  in  some  case  or 
cases  where  he  had  been  required  to  do  so 
by  the  surgeon,  from  the  surgeon  having  had 
doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the  malady. 

Mr.  Salmon  considered  it  highly  impro- 
per for  any  gentleman,  from  such  very  li- 
mited personal  experience  upon  this  sub- 
ject, to  impugn  the  doctrine  of  another,  who 
had  made  the  diseases  and  examinations  of 
these  parts  the  great  portion  of  his  study  and 
occupation.  Post-mortem  examinations  of 
the  rectum  had  been  very  much  and  blame- 
ably  overlooked  by  the  profession. 

Mr.  Shearley  cordially  concurred  with 
Mr.  Salmon  in  his  last  observation.  For 
his  own  part,  he  had  hardly  ever  seen  a  rec- 
turn  examined,  and  he  believed  that  very 
few  medical  men  ever  thought  of  examin- 
ing it. 

Mr.  Proctor  entered  the  Society  at  a 
late  hour,  and  by  an  observation  he  made, 
showed  that  he  had  split  on  the  same  rock 
against  which  Mr.  Brown  foundered,  name- 
ly, the  assumption  that  Mr.  Salmon  had 
maintained,  that  disease  of  the  lungu  and  of 
the  rectum  were  necessarily  associated. 

A  further  dodging  sort  of  discussion  took 
place  on  the  subject,  in  which  the  anatomy 
Of  the  rectum,  the  physiology  of  its  action, 
the  power  the  mind  has  over  it,  and  the 


sympathy  existing  between  it  tnd  other, 
viscerse,  were  descanted  on,  but  in  the 
course  of  which  no  wonderful  light  struck 
the  Society.  Mr.  Dermot  took  so  active  a 
part  in  the  debate,  as  to  have  required  to  be 
informed,  both  by  the  fidgetty  state  of  the 
members'  feet,  and  from  the  lips  of  the 
Chairman,  that  gentlemen  were  out  Of  order 
who  spoke  more  than  twice  on  the  same 
subject  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  before 
all  present  had  had  an  opportunity  of  deli- 
vering their  sentiments. 

Dr.  Blicx  wished  to  correct  a  statement 
that  had  appeared  in  print,  respecting  what 
he  had  said  on  the  use  of  the  ergot  of  rye, 
upon  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Lord's  late  case. 
The  person  who  had  made  the  statement  had 
signed  himself  H.  C,  or  R.  S.  What  he 
(Mr.  Blick)  believed  he  had  really  said  on 
this  medicine  was,  that  he  had  given  it  in 
many  cases  where  labour  had  taken  place 
afterwards,  but  that  he  did  not  believe  the 
labour  was  the  result  of  the  ergot,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  not  invariably  the  consequence 
of  it. 


■ 


DR.  HASLAM'S  RRSIOWATIOS. 


To  th*  Editor  of  Tub  LaKcrt. 

Sir, — Feeling,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, I  have  no  security  that  the  follow* 
ing  letter  will  be  divulged  to  those  Gentle- 
men whom  I  wish  to  address  ;  and  as  I 
desire  my  sentiments  to  have  the  utmost 
publicity,  I  solicit  their  promulgation  through 
the  medium  of  your  impartial  and  widely- 
circulated  Journal. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Hablam. 

15th  Jan.  1829. 


to  mE  members  or  THE  medical  society 

OF  LONDON. 

Gentlemen,— When  the  wholesome  and 
protecting  laws  of  a  community  are  sub* 
verted,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  baneful  in- 
trusion of  human  passions,  there  is  a  natural 
inference,  that  its  existence  will  be  of  very 
limited  duration.  In  your  printed  book  of 
Statutes,  page  9.  chap.  4,  which  treats  of 
the  duties  of  the  President,  it  is  expressly 
laid  down, — u  He  shall  summon  all  extra- 
ordinary meetings  of  the  Society,  and  en- 
force the  execution  of  their  Statutes."  On 
this  suV>ject,as  your  President,  I  have  never 
been  consulted,  nor  has  my  sanction  been 
given  to  any  such  proceeding  as  is  contained 
iu  the  following  notice  :— 
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•«  Medical  Society  of  London,  Bolt  Court. 

"  Jan.  8tb.  1829. 
"  Sib, — I  am  instructed  to  inform  you, 
that  a  Special  General  Meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety will  be  held,  on  Mouday  the  19th  in- 
stant, at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  pre- 
cisely, '  To  take  into  consideration  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  James  Lambert,  and  to  take 
such  measures  as  shall  then  seem  fit.' 

44  I  am,  Sir, 
"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"  James  Field,  Registrar." 

The  time  appointed  is  therefore  as  illegal 
as  the  purpose  of  the  meeting ;  and  if,  on 
this  fictitious  summons,  I  were  to  take  the 
chair,  I  should  expect  to  be  saluted  with  a 
merited  volley  of  groans,  hisses,  and  the 
various  vocal  issues  that  convey  scorn  and 
detestation.  By  what  authority  the  Medi- 
cal Society  of  London  proceeds  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  its  members,  must  be 
unfolded :  the  book  containing  its  laws  is 
wholly  silent  on  this  point.  By  what  un- 
heard of  metamorphosis  a  medical  Society 
can  be  transformed  into  a  tribunal  of  crimi- 
nal judicature,  remains  to  be  explained; 
and  sufficient  reasons  must  be  adduced,  be- 
fore the  medical  assemblage  in  Bolt  Court 
can  be  considered  a  "  court  of  ease  to  the 
Old  Bailey."  Had  Mr.  Lambert  been  con- 
victed of  any  flagrant  crime,  the  laws  of  his 
country  would  have  awarded  the  degree  of 
punishment ;  and  the  record  of  such  dis- 
grace would  be  sufficient  to  exclude  him 
from  the  society  of  all  gentlemen,  profes- 
sional or  otherwise,  and  an  ample  justifica- 
tion for  erasing  his  name  from  the  list  of 
your  members.  At  the  meeting  on  the  5th 
inst.,  I  had  the  honour  to  preside,  and  when 
the  paper,  which  is  a  copy  of  the  summons 
for  the  19th,  was  indecently  insinuated  to 
the. interruption  of  the  legitimate  business 
of  the  Society,  I  asked,  «  What  has  Mr. 
Lambert  done?" 

"  Meruit  quo  crimine  . 
.  Suppliciuml  Quis  testis  adest?  Quisde- 
tulit  V 

To  thk  question  the  whole  phalanx  was 
3»ute  j  there  was  not  an  individual  that  had 
the  courage  to  accuse  him.  One  of  the 
Council,  who  appeared  to  speak  the  unani- 
mous sentiment  of  that  collected  wisdom 
and  impartiality,  in  addressing  me,  said, — 

Sir,  we  hold  him  innocent  at  present,  and 
lie  will  have  an  opportunity  of  i>  lien  ding 
Itimadf."  This  Christian  sentence,  I  pre- 
sume, requires  uo  comment,  and  I  now 
hasten  to  the  conclusion.  Be  assured  1 
shall  ever  retain  a  grateful  sense  of  the 
Lou  ours  you  have  conferred  on  me,  and  1 
have  unifoimly  felt,  that  the  manly  and  un- 
remitting discharge  of  my  duties  would  be 
the  purest  acknowledgment  and  most  satis* 


factory  return  for  distinguished  and  accu- 
mulated favours.  Gentlemen,  into  vour 
hands  I  resign  the  Chair  of  the  Medical 
i  Society  of  London.  I  take  my  leave  with 
reluctance  and  regret.  Of  moral  courage, 
I  possess  sufficient  for  all  the  honourable 
purposes  of  civilized  society,  but  1  freely 
confess  to  you,  that  I  am  a  stranger  to  that 
cold-blooded  diplomacy,  that  enables  a  hu- 
man being  to  become  the  presiding  minister 
of  injustice,  and  I  want  nerves  to  witness 
the  character  of  an  innocent  person,  man- 
gled and  lacerated  by  his  own  brethren,  as 
an  expiatory  sacrifice  for  a  disastrous  ope- 
ration. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 
With  profound  respect  and  grateful 
impressions, 
Your  very  obedient  servant, 

Johm  Haslam,  M.D 

15th  January  1829. 
Hart  Street,  Bloomsbury. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 

% 

VIOLENT    OOVORRHCEAL    OPHTHALMIA  OF 
BOTH  EYES,  SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED. 

Samuel  Seoar,  aetat.  20,  footman  in  a 
gentleman's  family,  was  admitted  into  Henry 
the  Eighth's  Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Lawrence,  on  Wednesday,  the  6th  Nov., 
1828,  with  gonorrheal  ophthalmia  of  both 
eyes,  a  partial  slough  of  the  right  cornea, 
opening  into  the  anterior  chamber  of  the 
eye  ;  the  left  cornea  unaffected,  and  cue- 
mosis  of  the  conjunctiva  of  both  eyes.  About 
a  month  ago  the  patient  had  gonorrhoea  j 
was  sure  that  none  of  the  virus  had  been 
conveyed  by  any  act  of  his  to  his  eyes ; 
though  he  can  remember  having  wipea  his 
face  with  a  towel  in  the  course  of  the  week, 
on  which  there  may  have  been  a  part  of  the 
discharge  from  the  urethra,  before  the  inflam- 
mation in  the  eyes  sppeared.  On  the  Thurs- 
day morning  preceding  his  admission,  felt 
an  uneasiness  in  his  left  eye  ;  in  the  even- 
ing it  began  to  discharge  pus,  and  on  the 
following  day  he  was  uuable  to  see  with  it. 
On  Sunday  morning  the  other  eye  became 
affected  in  a  similar  way,  and  in  the  course 
of  Monday,  or  the  following  day,  the  sight  of 
both  eyes  was  completely  gone.  When 
admitted,  the  disciiarge  of  pus  from  both 
eyes  was  very  considerable.  As  the  dis- 
charge from  the  eyes  increased,  so  that  from 
the  urethra  gradually  diminished,  though  it 
had  never  entirely  stopped.  It  was  with 
the  utmost  difficulty  Mr.  Lawrence  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  view  of  the  comea  of 
the  eyes.   The  discharge  so  exactly  re- 
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serubted  tbe  thick  yellowish  appearance 
of  that  from  the  urethra,  tint  the  two, 
when  separated  from  the  parts,  were  not 
distinguishable.  Though  there  was  exces- 
sire  distension  of* the  conjunctiva  ef  the 
right  eye,  yet,  as  is  generally  in  these  cases, 
the  disease  was  most  extensive  in  the  eye 
that  was  first  affected;  great  intolerance  of  i 
light  common  to  both  eyes.  Leeches  at 
di  tferent  times,  to  the  number  of  two  dozen, 
had  been  applied  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  eyes  ;  a  lotion,  and  a  blister ;  which  Mr. 
Lawrence  considered  by  no  means  adequate  I 
to  the  urgency  of  the  case.  A  practitioner, 
he  said,  could  not  be  aware  of  the  very  de- 
structive effects  of  this  disease  attacking 
the  eyes,  who  did  not  meet  it  by  the  most  ] 
prompt  and  active  measures.  The  prognosis 
here  was  very  unfavourable,  the  great  pro* 
bability  being,  that  sight  of  both  eyes  would 
be  irrecoverably  lost.  Pulse  108,  full  and 
hard.  Ordered  to  be  bled  from  the  arm  ad 
detiquium ;  24  leeches  to  be  applied  round  the 
eyes  in  the  evening ;  poppy  fomentations 
afterwards ;  5  grains  of  calomel  and  15  of 
jalap  [immediately,  and,  subsequently,  the 
saline  mixture,  with  a  drachm  of  the  solu- 
tion of  tartarised  antimony  every  six 
hours. 

6.  Thirty-six  ounces  of  blood  were  yes- 
terday taken  from  the  arm  ;  the  first  was 
buffed  and  cupped,  tbe  next  less  so.  Feels 
much  relieved.  Swelling  of  the  eyelids 
diminished;  inflammation  of  the  conjunc- 
tiva partly  subsided  ;  tongue  white  at  the 
base  ;  pulse  sharp,  and  76.  Repeat  the 
24  leeches,  and  calomel  and  jalap,  a  blister 
to  the  neck,  and  the  lotio  saturni  to  the 
eyes. 

7.  The  inflammation  of  both  eyes  dimi- 
nishing, but  the  profuse  discharge  continu- 
ing. Pulse  88.  Repeat  the  application  of 
the  leeches,  and  continue  the  lotion.  Mr. 
Lawrence  now  regards  the  right  eye  as 
safe. 

8.  The  chemosis  and  swelling  much  sub- 
aided,  so  that  a  more  perfect  view  of  the 
eyes  can  be  obtained,  than  could  be  since 
admission.  There  is  a  white  spot  and  par- 
tial slough  observable  at  the  inner  side  of 
the  left  cornea.  The  pain  in  the  eyes  and 
across  the  forehead  lessened.  Pulse  93  ; 
tongue  brownish.  Repent  the  leeches ; 
omit  the  Bsline  mixture,  with  antimony. 
Apply  a  poultice  to  the  eyes,  and  take  every 
»ix  hour*  an  ounce  and  a  half  of  the  mht. 
itxiuh.  tuljihurici.  c.  sulph.  mag.  a  drachm. 

9.  Apply  the  leeches  again. 

10.  The  pain  gone.  Can  distinguish  ob- 
ject* with  both  eyes.  The  chemosis  of  the 
conjunctiva  has  "almost  disappeared.  A 
small  ulcer  perceptible  on  the  cornea,  with 
adhesion  of  the  iris  at  the  inner  tide  of  the 


left  eye,  hut  which  is  not  likely  to  produce 
much  inconvenience.  Apply  the  extract  of 
belladonna  above  the  left  eye,  and  common 
cerate  along  the  margin  of  the  palpebra. 

11.  Keep  a  cloth  dipped  in  the  lotio 
saturni  coustantly  over  the  eyes,  and  the 
patient  in  as  dark  and  quiet  a  situation  as 
possible. 

12.  The  chemosis  and  discharge  of  the 
right  eye  entirely  disappeared.  A  small  ex- 
cavation seen  at  the  inner  side  of  the  cor- 
nea. The  conjunctiva  unnaturally  vascular. 
Some  chemosis  of  the  conjunctiva  of  the  left 
eye  still  visible.  A  clear  vesicle  in  the 
situation  of  the  ulcer,  occasioned  by  a  small 
portion  of  the  iris  slipping  through  the 
opening. 

13.  Vascularity  of  the  conjunctiva  of 
both  eyes  increased.  Pulse  sharp  and  full. 
Apply  sixteen  leeches. 

14.  Much  the  same.  Take  twenty  ounces 
of  blood  from  the  temples  by  cupping. 
Omit  the  belladonna. 

15.  The  renewed  inflammation,  in  part, 
subsided.  Take  twenty-four  ounces  of  blood 
from  the  arm. 

16.  Has  been  relieved  by  the  bleeding, 
but  still  there  is  inflammation  of  the  con- 
junctiva?. 

18.  The  vascularity  much  diminished, 
and  the  swelling  gone.  Can  see  objects 
clearly.  Let  twelve  leeches  be  applied 
about  the  left  eye. 

19.  The  tumour  in  the  cornea  of  the  left 
eye,  appears  to  be  about  the  size  of  a  split 
pea,  and  is  approaching  towards  staphyloma. 
Pulse  90,  and  soft.  A  small  discharge  from 
the  urethra  still  continues. 

29.  The  discharge  from  the  urethra  lias 
ceased.  A  slight  fresh  attack  of  inflamma- 
tion of  the  left  eye.  Apply  six  leeches,  and 
take  the  mixture  ordered  on  the  8th. 

Dec.  20.  The  patient  has  gone  on  im- 
proving, with  slight  interruptions.  The 
right  eye  is  now  quite  free  from  inflamma- 
tion, and  the  uloer  of  the  cornea  is  gradu- 
ally healing.  The  left  eye  is  of  the  natural 
colour  ;  there  is  yet  slight  staphyloma,  but 
which  is  diminishing,  and  does  not  mate- 
rially interrupt  vision. 

23.  Discharged  cured,  and  with  perfect 
sight  of  both  eyes. 

This  is  an  admirable  instance  of  the  bene- 
ficial effects  of  active  treatment  in  cases  of 
this  description.  Hud  a  few  hours  longer 
been  suffered  to  have  elapsed  before  the 
adoption  of  this  treatment,  in  nil  probability 
the  sight  of  both  eyes  would  have  been 
irrccoverab'y  lost. 
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WOUND  OF  THE  ABDOMEN.— AMPUTATION. 


WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL. 


WOUND 


OF    THE    ABDOMEN  PROTRUSION 

Or  THE  OMENTUM. 

TnoMA*  Fawkes,  aged  J?3,  a  muscular 
sanguineous  mon,  admitted  into  Luke's 
Ward,  under  Mr.  Gutbrie,  November  10, 
1828,  with  a  penetrating  wound  of  the  belly. 
H«  is  u  butcher,  residing  to  Pimlico,  and 
was  wont  to  carry  his  alaying  knife  in  his 
coat- pocket,  but  getting  drunk  this  evening, 
he  forgot  to  put  it  into  n  scabbard,  and  fall- 
ing, the  point  of  the  knife  pierced  the  abdo- 
men, just  below  the  left  inferior  rib.  A 
general  practitioner  of  the  neighbourhood 
was  forthwith  celled  in,  and  fouad  fire 
inches  of  omentum  protruding.  He  attempt* 
ed  to  return  it,  but  did  not  succeed.  The 
patient  was  brought  into  tlio  hospital  at 
midnight,  and  Mr.  Lent  Smith,  the  house- 
surgeon,  after  some  trouble,  restored  the  pro- 
truded part  to  its  proper  situation.  The 
external  wound  was  about  an  inch  long,  but 
that  in  the  peritoneum  did  not  exceed  half 
an  inch  ;  the  edge*  were  adjusted  to  each 
other,  and  secured  with  a  suture  and  strap- 
ping.  He  was  put  to  bed,  and  drank  some 
warm  tea.  At'six  o'clock  neat  morning, 
Ms  pulse  was  100,  full,  and  strong.  Con- 
aiderable  pain  of  abdomen,  aggravated  by 
each  inspiration,  tension,  and  tenderness 
on  pressure.  Forty-five  ouneea  of  blood 
were  abstracted  from  the  arm,  which  pro- 
duced a  swoon.  On  coming  to  himself,  he 
felt  better ;  pulse  110,  email,  and  feeble. 
A  bolus  of  calomel  and  opium  was  pre- 
scribed directly,  and  a  clyster  of  gruel  every 
two  hours. 

Two,  p.m.  The  pain  in  the  abdomen 
having  returned  with  considerable  violence, 
pulse  110,  full,  and  strong,  he  was  bled  to 
sixteen  ounces ;  an  ounce  of  castor  oil  in- 
stantly ;  fomentations.  The  pain  was  alle- 
viated by  these  means. 

Four,' p.m.  Mr.  Guthrie  saw  Mm  for  the 
iret  tame,  end  recommended  thirty  leeches 
to  be  applied  about  the  nave). 

12.  He  slept  during  the  night.  At  day- 
break, pain  ota  colicky  kind  occurred  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  wound;  pulee  112,  email, 
and  compressible*  Thirty  more  leeches  were 
applied.  Copious  evacuations  had  taken 
place  from  the  bowels. 

Atone  o'clock,  p.m.,  Mr.  Guthrie  visited 
him.  The  whole  face  was  pale  and  hag- 
gard ;  lips  exsanguous  ;  expression  intently 
i,  marking  excessive  nervous  irrita- 
respiration 


drachm  of  Epsom  salts  to  he  takes  every 

hslf  hour  in  peppermint  water.  Thirty 
leeches  repeated. 

Nov.  13.  Has  slept  a  little ;  pulse  116, 
small,  and  hard;  bowels  open;  pain  of 
hypogastrium  extending  along  the  dorsum 
penis ;  pressure  occasions  no  pain  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  abdomen  \  twenty 
leeches ;  a  bolus  of  calomel  and  antimony. 

Two,  p.m.  Temporary  relief  only  was 
afforded  by  the  leechea.  It  was  evident, 
from  the  patient'a  countenance,  that  he  was 
moribund.  The  irritation  increased,  as  the 
strength  diminished;  perpetual  retching; 
a  constant  desire  of  micturition,  and  general 
restlessness,  preceded  the  last  etruggles  of 
departing  life.  He  went  off  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  1-Kb. 

Examination  twenty-tight  hows  after  Death* 

A  careful  scrutiny  was  made  of  the  whote 
alimentary  tube,  in  the  expectation  of  meet- 
ing with  an  aperture  ;  the  transverse  arch 
of  the  colon  was  accidentally  punctured  by 
the  gentleman  who  conducted  (he  examina- 
tion, but  no  other  solution  of  continuity  was 
found.  The  peritoneum,  both  visceral  and 
parietal,  was  slightly  inflamed  in  patches, 
most  considerably  in  the  transverse  meso- 
colon, and  the  plica  splenis,  which' were 
minutely  injected.  Adhesions  of  the  omen- 
tum had  taken  place  round  the  margin  of 
the  wound.  The  other  viscera  of  the  abdo- 
men, and  those  of  the  thorax, 


DI6EA6E  OF  THX  A WCL S- JOINT— OFEXATION. 

Jamea  King,  aged  35,  a  fair  man,  of.  mid- 
dling size  and  good  symmetry,  admitted 
into  John's  Ward,  under  Mr.  White,  3d 
September,  1828,  with  disease  of  the  rigbt 
ankle.  This  joint  was  a  fleeted  with  in- 
flammation about  three  years  ago,  which 
recurred  occasionally,  but  not  to  auc|i  a 
degree  aa  to  prevent  his  working.  In  March 
the  joint  swelled*  and  became  very  painful, 
the  inflammation  was  not  checked,  suppu- 
ration followed,  and,  two  months  before  his 
coming  in,  the  matter  found  an  exit  for 
itself.  Thus  a  sinus  was  left,  leading  into 
the  joint.  On  admission  there  wits  a  con. 
siderable  discharge  of  laudable  pus  from 
the  wound ;  the  purulent  discharge  deterio- 
rated from  day  to  day,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  assiduous  and  judicioue  use  of  altera- 
tives, aperients,  and  tonics,  the  health  of 
the  patient  gradually  declined,  and  the 
countenance  began  to  assume  the  hectic 
lint.  A  number  of  sinuses  were  formed 
int.  an 


Hon  ;  respiration  hurried;  he  complains  of  round  the  joint,  an  extensive  caries  of  the 
severe  paina  over  the  entire  belly.  A  pound  |  tarsus  existed,  and  nearly  three  ounces  of 
of  blood  was  abstracted  in  the  presence  of  jsanions  unhealthy  pus  were  daily  excerned. 
Mr.  Guthrie.  An  hour  afterwards,  Mr.  1  Under  these  circumstances,  the  conclave 
Guthrie  found  the  symptoms  unabated,  and  of  surgeons  resolved  that  an  amputation  of 
directed  him  to  be  cupped  to  eight  ounces ;  ■  the  limb  should  take  place  the  29th  No- 
after  thie  the  poor  fellow  was  easier.  A  j  vember.  Mr.  Harding  accordingly  performed 
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the  double -flap  operation  j  six  arteries  were  j 
taken  up  *,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  venous 
haemorrhage.  Mr.  Guthrie  took  charge  of 
the  tourniquet.  The  man,  being  much  ex- 
hausted, a  gill  of  wine  was  given  to  him 
on  his  being  put  to  bed. 

On  exatniuing  the  limb,  the  cartilage 
covering  the  socket  of  the  tibia  and  fibula 
was  entirely  absorbed,  and  the  osseous  sur- 
face carious.  Small  dots  of  discoloured 
curtilage  remained  on  the  astragalus,  and 
the  suppurative  process  extended  through 
the  whole  tarsal  articulation. 

The  theatre  was  thronged  with  specta- 
tors, but  very  few  were  so  fortuuate  as  to 
eee  the  operation ;  because,  on  these  oc- 
casions, the  floor  of  the  theatre  is  crowded 
with  people,  whose   heads  constitute  aj 
barrier  impenetrable  to  the  visual  powers; 
of  the  students.  A  number  of  neighbour- 
ing practitioners,  dubbed  "  annual  gover- 
nors*" by  subscribing  three  guineas,  arro- 
gate to  themselves  superior  privileges  to) 
pupils  who  have  paid  twenty  guineas;) 
they  likewise  possess  a  voice  potential  in  j 
the  government  of  the  institution.  These 
gentlemen  ace  the  chief  intruders  to  thej 
area  of  the  operation  theatre.   The  pu- 1 
pils  have  sought  redress,  in  vain,  for  these 
abuses.    On  Mr.  White's  days  they  are  car- 
-ried  to  the  greatest  pitch. 

A  few  of  the  more  forward  pupils  like- 
wise thrust  themselves  into  the  scene  of 
action,  and  add  to  the  general  embarrass- 
ment. It  would  be  becoming  in  these  gen- 
tlemen to  retire ;  and  Messrs.  Edwards  and 
Tebbs  might  leave  the  floor,  without  detri- 
ment to  their  owu  modesty,  or  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  operations. 

November  30.  The  patient  passed  a  tole- 
rable night,  occasionally  troubled  with  sub- 
sultus ;  poise  100,  full,  and  strong ;  ten- 
derness of  the  hypogastrium  ;  he  was  bled 
to  ten  ounces;  the  crasaautentum  was 
burled,  and  cupped. 

December  1.  The  symptoms  continuing, 
he  was  bled  to  16  ounces.  The  crnssamentum 
this  day  was  only  slightly  buffed  ;  the  uu- 
pleasant  symptoms  disappeared,  lie  was 
ordered,  now  and  then,  an  ounce  of  castor 
oil,  mixed  with  the  yolk  of  an  egg. 

7.  Secondary  luuruouhage  occurred  ;  Mr. 
"White  separated  the  flaps,  aud  scooped  out 
with  his  fracer  a  large  coagulum,  which 
emitted  a  putrid  smell ;  the  sides  of  the 
w*ound  felt  as  cold  as  marble.  The  stump 
having  been  bathed  in  warm  water,  and  all 
the  irritating  coagula  removed,  the  hrernor- 
rhnge  ceased  ;  16  ounces  of  blood  were  lost. 
A  cordial  draught  was  administered,  and  he 
drank  a  gill  of  wine,  and  eat  a  muttou-chop. 

8.  Slept  well  in  the  night,  awoke,  re- 
freshed, this  morning.  About  two  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  just  as  Mr.  White  was  en- 
tering the  hospital,  lueinorrbage  took  place 


again.  The  stump  was  immediately  *n" 
dressed,  and  an  active  search  instituted  fox 
the  bleeding  point  j  but  the  blood  appeared 
to  flow  from  the  general  aurface  of  the 
stump.  Mr.  White  shaved  awoy  with  a 
scalpel  the  sloughy  superficies  from  which 
the  haemorrhage  proceeded,  and  succeeded 
in  stopping  it.  Not  more  than  eight  ounces 
of  blood  were  lost,  but  the  mon  gradually 
sunk,  and  died  at  four  o'clock.  Sixteen 
ounces  of  brandy  were  given  to  him  whilst 
under  the  haud  of  the  surgeon. 

Insptciten  ticenty-fow  hour*  a/let  DeAth. ' 

The  whole  body  presented  a  beautiful  ap« 
pearance;  the  skin  was  of  the  most  delicate 
texture,  and  the  symmetry  was  perfect.  On 
opening  the  thorax,  the  lungs  only  partially 
collapsed  ;  they  crepitated  at  their  bases  \ 
slight  adhesions  existed  between  the  proper 
and  reflected  pleuree.  An  incision  from  the 
apex  to  the  base  of  each  lung,  exposed  a 
mass  of  tubercles  of  different  agee>  but  none 
in  a  state  of  suppuration,  i  lio  mucous  mem* 
brans  of  the  bronchi  was  tinted  of  a  (tale 
red.  The  heart  was  small,  but  perfectly 
healthy.  In  the  abdomen,  the  capillary  sys* 
tern  appeared  quite  empty  ;  the  villous  coat 
of  the  stomach  and  small  inteatinea  were  in* 
flamed  in  irregular  spots,  the  vessels  having 
a  brown  arborescent  appearance.  The  head 
was  not  inspected. 


When  Sir  Anthony  Carlisle  came  to  tha 
Hospital  on  Saturday  laat,  Mr.  White  was 
examining  a  man's  eye  in  the  surgery  :<*•* 
"  What !  do  you  expect  to  cure  that  I"  said 
the  Knight.  "  Why !  it's  considerably 
better,"  replied  Mr.  White,  "  and  that 
which  can  be  made  better,  stay  be  made 
well."  After  examining  some  patients  ia 
Mark's  Ward,  (present  Mr.  Lynn,  Sir  An* 
thony,  Messrs.  White,  Guthrie,  and  Hard* 
ing,  and  about  50  pupils,)  Mr. Guthrie  pre* 
sented  Sir  Anthony  and  Air.  White  with  a 
pamphlet  each  *'  for  their  amusement  on 
Sunday."  Sir  Anthony  observed,  "  I  shall 
read  it  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  ;  bat  I 
decidedly  object  to  these  things  being  so 
much  brought  before  the  public;  I  object  to 
the  publication  of  the  evidence  before  the 
House  of  Commons ;  1  do  not  approve  of 
making  ti»e  public  mind,  if  1  may  so  term  it, 
familiar  with  such  things;  they  should  be 
strictly  prirate.  There  is  a  superstitious 
reverence  for  the  dead  among  the  public  ge- 
nerally, which  I  would  by  no  means  do  away 
with  ;  it  would  be  destroying  one  of  their 
finest  feelings  ;  without  it,  what  are  they  1  I 
would  by  uo  means  allow  the  poor  people 
who  die  in  Hospitals  to  be  given  up  for  dis- 
section, and  while  I  am  surgeon  to  this 
Hospital,  it  shall  never  havo  my  consent. 
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"  Had  we  not  better  speak  of  tbis  in  some  I  a  disease  of  the  last  joint,  which  had  appa- 

other  place,"  said  Mr.  White,  in  an  under  I  rently  destroyed  the  last  phalanx.  Two 
tone.  "  No !  Wliy  Y*  replied  Sir  Anthony,  ligatures  were  applied  to  the  bleeding  ves- 
I  wish  them  (the  patients)  to  know  it and  sels,  and  the  divided  parts  were  brought 


there  the  conversation  dropped. 


GUY'S  HOSPITAL* 


LITHOTOMY  BY  MR.  BRANSBY  COOPER. 

Early  on  the  forenoon  of  Tuesday  last, 
the  operating  theatre  was  crowded  by  a  large 
assemblage  of  students,  to  witness  the  ope- 
ration of  lithotomy  by  Mr.  Branaby  Cooper, 
which  was  announced  in  our  last. 


At  ten 

minutes  past  one,  the  patient,  a  child  be-  ]  ^000™^*  foreVfingerTnd  thumb 

6  ni/»  fk  n         f  1 1  •  11  n       A  w\  1 1         f  .til*        ■  1  a  *i  wet         r .  9        Air  .1  .  .  _  _  ^*  _   


into  contact  with  sutures  and  adhesive  straps, 
and  a  bandage  encircled  the  fingers,  to  keep 
them  in  apposition.  The  patient  then  quit- 
ted the  theatre. 

The  operator  then  proceeded  to  amputate 
a  second  finger.  The  patient,  (a  young 
healthy-looking  fellow)  had,  some  time  pre* 
viously,  lost  the  ring  and  little  fingers  of  the 
same  hand,  by  being  caught  in  some  machi- 
nery. The  accident  had  also  occasioned  se- 
vere compound  fractures  of  the  metacarpal 
bones  of  those  fingers  ;  and  subsequent  in- 
flammation had  produced  anchylosis  of  the 
metacarpal  bone  of  the  middle  finger.  On 


tween  three  and  four  years  of  age,  was 
brought  into  the  theatre,  and  sounded  in  the 
usual  manner,  when  all  of  the  surgical  staff 
declared  their  belief  of  the  existence  of  a 
very  large  stone  ;  and,  during  the  operation 
of  Bounding,  the  striking  of  the  instrument 

against  the  stone  could  be  distinctly  heard | putateT  parts"  with  two ordiree 
at  some  little  d.staece  irora  the  operating  |  kept  there  b y  adiieaiv6  ,trtps. 

Alter  these  nnuor  operations  were  com- 


rendered  comparatively  useless.  The  ope- 
ration was  performed  by  cutting  into  the 
joint  on  the  exposed  (inner)  side,  then  in- 
clining the  knife  upwards,  and  forming  a 
flap  from  the  radial  side  of  the  ringer.  This 
flap  waa  brought  into  contact  with  the  em- 


The  patient  was  then  bound,  and 
the  operation  commenced  by  cutting  through 
the  perineum,  in  the  usual  way,  into  the 
groove  of  the  staff.  Upwards  of  four 
minutes  elapsed,  however,  before  Mr, 
Brausby  Cooper  could  clearly  satisfy  him- 
self that  the  point  of  the  knife  was  fairly 
in  the  groove  of  the  staff.  The  knife  was 
then  carried,  onwards,  and  the  staff  at  the 
same  time  depressed.  A  small  gush  of 
urine  followed.  The  operator  then  passed 
bis  finger  through  the  wound  in  perinseo, 
and  ascertained  that  the  opening  into  the 
bladder  was  not  sufficiently  large  to  extract 
the  atone.  The  knife  was  therefore  carried 
a  second  time  along  the  groove  of  the  stuff, 
and  the  wound  in  the  bladder  dilated.  The 
finger  was  then  again  introduced,  and  upon 
it  the  forceps.  The  stone,  which  appeared 
to  be  situated  at  the  back  part  of  the  bladder, 
was  very  readily  laid  hold  of,  and  in  a  few 
seconds,  by  an  alternate  motion  of  the  for- 
ceps from  side  to  side,  extracted.  It  waa 
a  mulberry  calculus,  of  an  oval  shape,  and 
nearly  as  large  as  a  common  walnut.  The 
patient  was  immediately  put  to  bed. 

DISEASE  OF  THE  FINGER — AMPUTATION. 

An  elderly  woman  was  then  brought  into 
the  theatre,  and  the  middle  finger  amputated 
at  its  junction  with  the  metacarpal  lone,  for 


pie  ted,  Mr.  B.  Cooper  turned  round  and  ad- 
dressed the  students  as  follows  :— "  Gentle- 
men, as  there  have  been  public  misrepresen- 
tations of  operations  performed  in  tbis  thea- 
tre, I  think  it  my  duty  to  state  to  you  my 
reasons  for  introducing  the  knife  a  second  time 
into  the  bladder.  The  first  time  I  carried  it 
along  the  groove  of  the  staff,  I  not  only  di- 
vided the  prostate  gland,  but  also  opened 
the  bladder.  Upon,  however,  introducing 
my  finger  into  the  bladder,  I  found  that  the 
opening  was  not  sufficiently  large  to  admit 
of  the  extraction  of  the  atone  with  safety  to 
the  patient,  and  also  that  my  finger  was 
closely  embraced  by  the  divided  portions  of 
the  prostate  gland.  I  therefore  deemed  it 
more  prudent  to  dilate  the  wound  in  the 
bladder  by  a  second  introduction  of  the 
knife,  than  to  run  any  risk  of  tearing  the  soft 
parts, .  by  attempting  to  extract  the  stone, 
which  I  felt  confident  was  much  larger  than 
usual." 


H0P1TAL  ST.  ANTOINE. 

TREATMENT  OF  TI1K  COLIC  FROM  LEAD, 
BY  ALUM. 


1.  P.  Fournikr,  aetat.  45,  a  painter,  of  a 

 I  robust  constitution,  was,  on  the  22d  of  Sep- 

*  In  our  report  from  this  Hospital  Inst '  tember,  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  under  M. 
week,  it  should  have  been  stated,  that  the  .  Kapeler.  He  bad  been  eight  times  affected 
child  affected  with  najvusis  about  the  age  'with  the  colic,  and  wad  treated  in  the  Cha- 
of  ten  weeks,  and  that  the  boy  on  whom  '  rit6  and  Hotel  Dicu,  but  never  recovered 
Mr.  Morgan  performed  the  operation  of  his  health,  nnd  even  at  the  lime  of  intermis- 
 :~  1   Bion  was.  affected  with  costiveness,  pain  in 


amputation,  is  aged  fifteen  years. 


i 
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the  belly,  end  a  paralytic  affection  of  the 
left  wrist.  At  the  beginning  of  September, 
he  was  seized  with  violent  colic  pain,  diar- 
rhoea, sickness,  and  extreme  lassitude,  so 
that  he  was  unable  to  continue  bis  work. 
On  his  admission,  the  abdomen  was  violent- 
ly contracted  aud  painful ;  the  pain  inter- 
mitting, and  relieved  by  pressure ;  he  com- 
plained of  sickness,  sour  taste,  excessive 
thirst;  entire  loss  of  appetite,  heatlach, 
restlessness,  tenesmus,  and  costiveness,  of 
five  days'  standing.  The  tongue  was  white 
and  moist,  the  pulse  veiy  slow,  the  skin  dry 
and  cold.  The  extremities,  especially  of  the 
left  side,  were  in  a  constant  convulsive  mo- 
tion ;  the  left  arm  was  completely  paralysed 
and  insensible.  M.  Kapeler  ordered  muci- 
laginous potions,  an  emollient  injection,  and 
a  drachm  of  alum  daily.  On  the  following 
day,  the  patient  was  considerably  better ;  the 
pulse  was  120  ;  the  colic  pain  was  much 
diminished ;  he  was  free  from  sickness, 
the  convulsive  movements  of  the  extremi- 
ties were  less  violent,  and  not  so  frequent 
as  before ;  he  had  slept  for  some  hours. 
The  bowels  had  been  moved  several  times, 
and  the  tenesmus  was  much  decreased. 
Under  the  continued  use  of  alum  all  the 
symptoms  gradually  diappeared  ;  the  bowels 
became  regular,  the  abdomen  free  from  pain, 
the  trembling  of  the  limbs  ceased  ;  the  left 
side  only  was  for  a  considerable  time  be- 
numbed and  weak,  but  at  last  also  regained 
its  former  strength  and  sensibility. 

3.  C.  Baudin,  of  a  feeble  constitution,  31 
years  old,  a  potter,  was,  on  the  a6th  of 
February,  suddenly  seized  with  abdominal 
pains,  so  violent,  as  almost  to  render  him 
delirious.    Being  on  the  '27th  carried  into 
the  Hospital,  he  was  found  in  the  following  I 
state  :— the  limbs  were  in  a  constant  con- 
vulsive motion,  and  almost  insensible;  he 
complained  of  the  most  excruciating  colic 
pain,  which  could  ouly  be  somewhat  ap- 
peased by  forcible  compression  of  die  belly  ;  j 
the  eyes  were  bright  and  glassy,  the  f«ice  j 
indicative  of  great  pain  and  distress,  the  | 
tongue  dry  and  black,  the  bowels  costive,  i 
the  pulse  very  small  aud  slew  ;  a  few  hours  ' 
after  his  admission,  he  became  deiinoos,  so 
that  it  was  necessary  to  appiy  the  straight 
waistcoat.    He  was  ordered  an  emollient 
glyster,  mucilaginous  potious,  and  adruclim 
of  alum.    On  the  foliowiog  day  he  was  in 
the  same  state,  iu  constant  pain  and  deli- 
rium ;  two  drachms  of  alum  were  ordered, 
and  an  oleaginous  injection  every  half  hour. 
On  Uim  evening  of  the  28th,  he  recovered 
his  senses,  after  haviug  had  three  copious 
stools  ;  the  pain  was  much  diminished,  and 
the  abdomen  soft.    Under  the  continued 
use  of  alum  he  rapidly  recovered,  and  was  : 
discharged  perfectly  cured ,  alter  eighteen  j 
days. 


The  Archives  GMraUs  de  MeMcine,  con- 
tain ten  cases,  in  which  alnm  effected  a 
speedy  cure,  aud  the  reporter  states,  that 
M.  Kapeler,  after  having  for  thirteen  years 
adopted  this  method,  prefers  it  by  far  to  the 
use  of  narcotics  and  drastics,  which,  under 
the  name  of  "  Traittment  tie  la  Ckarili,"  are 
almost  invariably  employed  in  the  other 
Parisian  hospitals. 


HOTEL  DILU. 


ASCITES . 


T.  LErouTt  RiXR,  a; tat.  44,  habitually  in 
the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  had  been 
for  some  months  affected  with  indigestion, 
loss  of  appetite,  frequent  costiveness,  hec- 
tic fever,  great  emaciation,  and,  latterly, 
with  swelling  of  the  abdomen,  and  dysp- 
noea on  the  least  exertion.  When  admitted 
into  the  hospital,  under  the  care  ofM.  Borie, 
he  exhibited  the  following  symptoms  :— 
The  abdomen  was  enormously  swelled,  the 
skin  very  tense,  the  umbilicus  prominent, 
and  the  scrotum  infiltrated.  There  was 
distinct  fluctuation,  but  no  pain  on  pres- 
sure, nor  could  any  tumour  be  discovered. 
The  face  was  of  a  sallow  icteric  hue,  the 
tongue  red,  skin  hot,  urine  scanty  and 
high-coloured,  the  bowels  very  costive.  He 
complained  of  loss  of  appetite,  great  dysp- 
noea, dry  cough,  fever,  with  nocturnal  exa- 
cerbations, restlessness,  and  great  thirst. 
The  abdomen  being  punctured,  eleven  pints 
of  an  inodorous  limpid  serum  were  evacu- 
ated ;  saline  and  oleaginous  aperients  were 
given,  and  the  abdomen  compressed  by  a 
bandage.  The  pntieut  was  much  relieved 
by  the  operation,  and,  on  repeated  exami- 
nation, the  abdominal  viscera  were  found  in 
n  healthy  state.  Four  days  after,  the  swell- 
ing having-  regained  its*  former  size,  and 
all  the  other  symptoms,  dyspnoea,  rest- 
lessness, &c,  having  re-appeared,  the  tap- 
ping was  repeated,  and  no  less  than  four- 
teen  pints  of  fluid  were  evacuated.  In  a 
week  the  swelling  returned  a  third  time, 
without,  however,  arriving  at  its  former 
size  ;  and,  under  the  use  of  saline  aperients, 
mercurial  frictions,  and  astringent  fomenta- 
tions of  ihe  abdomen,  the  patient  was  per- 
fectly cured. 


AN'GINA  PECTOSI*. 

Josephine  Vnla,  setat.  31,  of  a  florid  com- 
plexion, was,  on  the  14th  of  November,  ad- 
mitted into  the  hospital,  having  been  about 
four  months  before,  without  any  known  pre- 
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vious  cause,  seised  with  pnlpitatiang,  vio- 
lent intermitting  pain  on  the  left  side  of  the 
thorax,  extending  over  the  left  arm,  and 
frequent  attacks  of  suffocation  anil  syncope. 
These  symptoms  being  tresied  by  blood- 
letting and  antiphlogistic*,  gradually  sub- 
aided,  but  had  returned  a  few  days  before 
her  admission,  at  which  time  she  was  found 
in  the  following  state.  The  intermitting  pain 
on  the  left  side  was  very  violent,  and  accom- 
panied by  suffocation  ;  the  pulsations  of  the 
heart  were  very  loud  ;  the  pulse  was  hard 
and  frequent ;  the  patient  seemed  very  low- 
spirited,  and  complained  of  restlessness, 
keadach,  and  the  most  oppressive  fainting 
sensation.  Having  been  several  times  bled, 
she  seemed  to  be  somewhat  relieved ;  but 
the  attacks  of  synebpe,  pain,  and  suffocation, 
became  more  frequent,  &c. ;  and  in  the 
night  of  the  20th,  she  suddenly  started  up, 
vomited  several  times,  and  died  in  a  few 
minutes.  On  examination  of  the  body,  the 
brain  was  found  somewhat  injected,  but 
healthy  ;  the  lungs  loaded  with  blood,  the 
left  ventricle  of  the  heart  hypertrophic,  and 
its  substance  of  a  paler  colour  than  usual ; 
the  other  parts  of  the  heart  were  healthy, 
but  the  aorta  was  considerably  diseased ; 
ita  internal  membrane  being  almost  entirely 
destroyed,  the  muscular  coat  of  a  villous  ap- 
pearance, and  presenting  numerous  yellow 
spots  surrounded  by  a  white  margin.  The 
principal  arterial  branches  were  healthy. 

M*.  Hecamier  observed,  that  although  the 
disease  of  the  heart,  and  the  morbid  con- 
dition of  the  aorta,  formed  the  principal 
anatomical  features  of  the  case,  its  most  re- 
markable symptom  was,  the  sudden  periodi- 
cal pain  in  the  region  of  the  heart  aod  of  the 
upper  arm,  which,  under  the  name  of  angina 
pectoris,  baa  been  so  differently  explained 
by  medical  writers,  and  sometimes  occurs 
without  any  visible  disease  of  the  heart, 
while  there  is  scarcely  any  affection  of  this 
organ,  in  which  it  has  not  occasionally  oc- 
curred ;  ossification  of  the  coronary  arteries, 
which  was,  by  Heberden  and  Parry,  con- 
sidered to  be  the  cause  of  this  affection,  is 
found  but  in  very  few  cases  ;  and  the  latest 
writers  on  the  subject,  Bertin  and  Uouillaud, 
assert  even  that  tlioy  have  met  with  ossified 
and  obliterated  corouary  vessels,  without 
any  previous  symptom  of  angina  pectoris. 
According  to  Laennec,  it  is  a  symptom  of 
most  oiganic  diseases  of  the  heart ;  M.  Ke- 
camier  considers  it  as  a  nervous  affection, 
which  occurs  at  least  as  often  without,  as 
with  alteration  of  the  structure  of  the 
heart.— La  Clinkjtu. 


ROYAL   QNIVSRUL  INFIRM  ART  POU  CHIL- 
DREN, WATERLOO  BRIDOK. 

Tif  the  Editor  tfTn*  Lancit. 

Sir, — As  yon  did  me  the  favour  to  insert 
my  letter  of  the  17  th  November,  in  your 
?7Mh  Number,  and  as  you  also,  in  the  fol- 
lowing Number,  inserted  the  letter  of  the 
house  surgeon,  and  in  the  278th  Number, 
the  letter  of  "  the  medical  officers,'*  per- 
haps you  will  still  further  oblige  me  by  giv- 
ing place  in  your  next  Number  to  the  fol- 
lowing brief  reply 

"1.  It  is  asserted  by-  M  the  medical  of- 
ficers,*' that  not  a  single  instance  of  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  medical  officers  of  the 
charity  has  eveT  been  before  the  Commute." 

I  will  leave  "  the  medical  officers"  to  re- 
concile the  above  assertion  with  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Monthly  Committee,  held  at  the 
Infirmary,  on  the  3Ut  March,  1828  : — 

'<  Read  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting 
of  the  phvsiciaiie  and  surgeons,  to  consider 
a  resolution  of  the  Committee  reqairing 
them  to  meet  and  consult  respecting  anch 
measures  as  shall  ensure  their  regular  attend- 
ance at  the  Infirmary." 

•«  Resolved,— That  a  book  be  provided,  in 
which  the  physicians  and  Burgeons  be  re- 
quested to  sign  their  names  on  every  day 
of  attendance,  and  that  they  do  likewise 
state  the  date,  and  the  number  of  new  pa- 
tients they  admit  on  eaoh  day." 

The  above  resolution  was  confirmed, 
unanimously  confirmed,  at  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  directors  and  governors  held  on 
the  2d  of  May,  1828.  The  «'  medioal  of- 
ficers "  have  told  yon,  Sir,  in  their  letter,  that 
the  motion  "  was  treated  by  them  with  the 
respect  it  deserved,"  viz.  not  one  lime  hat  ever 
been  written  in  the  bock  by  either  of  the  gentle- 
men. But  thev  have  "  proper  register  books 
of  patients  ;'ryes,  Sir,  they  have  a 41  proper'* 
book ;  but  the  house  surgeon  enters  all  the 
cases  in  this  "  proper"  book,  with  the 
name  of  the  medical  gentleman,  whose  day 
of  attendance  it  may  happen  to  be,  whether 
he  is  there  or  not.  Ia  thiB  evidence  of  the 
general  attendance  of  the  medical  officers, 
when  the  house  surgeon  refuses  to  answer 
any  questions  as  to  the  days  of  their  attend- 
ance, because  he  considers  himself  as  one 
of  the  "  medical  officers"  of  the  institution  1 
The  answer  1  leave  to  the  public. 

Now  for  the  case  of  Eliza  Cole,  (not 
Edward,  as  entered  in  the  "  proper"  hook.) 
Do  the  "medical  officers"  state  that  the 
mother  did  not  attend  from  eleven  o'clock 
till  nearly  four  on  the  21st  October  1  Was 
there  either  physician  or  surgeon  in  attend- 
ance on  that  day?   Did  she  find  on  the 
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Friday  either  physician  or  surgeon  in  at- 
tendance! And  on  the  Saturday  was  tfiere 
more  than  one  medical  gentleman  in  attend- 
ance? The  case  was  cited  by  me  ns  an  in- 
stance of  the  neglect  of  the  medical  gentle- 
men in  not  attending  to  their  duty  :  their 
answer  has  established  the  facts. 

2.  "  The  tearing  out  of  a  leaf  in  the  house 
visitors'  book,"  is  admitted,  and,  as  1  before 
stated,  it  an  once  pnt  at  end  to  the  imperti- 
nent remarks  of  the  house  visitors ;  for, 
although  the  house  visitors  are  still  ap- 
pointed, the  gentlemen  have  not  generally 
attended. 

3.  The  resolution  "  respecting  a  book," 
as  it  unanimously  passed  the  Committee, 
and  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  a  gene- 
ral meeting,  also  unanimously,  I  bnve  given 
above  ;  but  the  "  medical  officers  "  have 
thought  proper  to  add  to  this  resolution 
what  was  never  once  named  in  the  Committee, 
via.  "  the  time  of  their  arrival  at,  and  depar- 
ture from,  the  institution."  Why  this  mis- 
representation 1  Again :  "  This  (the  sign- 
ing of  the  book)  the  medical  officers,  with- 
out a  single  exception,  have  refused  to  com- 
ply with."  Why,  Sir,  one  of  these  very 
* '  medical  officers"  stated  again  and  again 
in  the  Committee,  that  he  had  no  objection 
to  sign  the  book,  as  an  individual ;  but,  as 
the  majority  had  determined  otherwise,  jt 
would  be  invidious  in  him  to  do  so ! 

4.  It  is  asserted  that,  "  where  one  dis- 
penser only  is  kept,  a  number  of  patients 
cannot  always  be  provided  with  their  medi- 
cines in  a  short  time."  True  ;  but  how 
much  longer  must  these  poor  applicants  be 
detained,  when  the  "  dispenser  "  has  to  per- 
form the  offices  of  physician  and  surgeon, 
previously  to  his  taking  upon  himself  his 
own  proper  office  of"  dispenser  1" 

It  is  true,  Sir,  that  my  letter  was  written 
without  the  knowledge  of  any  one  of  the 
Committee ;  but  it  is  also  true  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  unanimously  supported  the  reso- 
lution, and  that  one  of  these  very  "  medical 
officers"  had  given  it  his  sanction. 

As  it  was  determined,  at  a  special  general 
meeting  of  the  directors  and  governors,  on 
the  25lh  of  last  month,  that  an  additional 
physician,  and  an  additional  surgeon,  should 
he  elected,  I  do  hope  that  the  subscribers  to 
this  excellent  charity  will  attend  at  the 
general  meeting,  and  that  sttch  regulations 
may  then  be  agreed  to,  as  will  he  most  likely 
to  ensure  prompt  and  efficient  relief  to  the 
poor  diseased  children  of  this  great  metro- 
polis. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Yonr  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Wood. 

Poppin  s  Court,  Fleet  Street. 


RFJECIED  CANDIDATES. 

To  the  "Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Si  a, — Through  the  medium  of  yonr  in- 
valuable Publication,  The  Lancet,  I  have 
to  solicit  the  favour  of  the  insertion  of  a 
few  lines,  which,  in  themselves,  are  by 
many,  as  well  as  myself,  deemed  worthy  of 
the  most  serious  consideration  of  the  Com* 
pany  to  which  they  appertain.  I  allude,  Sir, 
to  the  disadvantages  and  privations  some 
young  men  feel,  who,  after  having  pre* 
seated  themselves  for  examination,  and 
having  the  misfortune  to  be  rejected, 
are,  by  their  regulations,  prevented  from 
atraiu  appearing  before  that  select  body 
of  apothecaries,  till  after  the  expiration 
of  sur  months ! !  Many  are  the  instances 
which  have  occurred,  where  a  young  man's 
prospects  have  been  blighted  by  this  arbi- 
trary rule ;  and  two  have  come  under  my 
own  observation,  emanating  from  a  want 
of  pecuniary  me  ana  to  pass  six  additional 
months  in  London.  These  things  ought  not 
to  be,  Sir  ;  if  even  half  that  period  were  suf- 
fered to  elapse  before  a  second  examination 
could  be  given,  great  indeed  would  be  the 
benefit  derived  to  many  parents,  who  can- 
not actually  afford  to  keep  their  sons  in 
London  for  six  months,  but  who,  from  the 
present  order  of  things,  are  compelled  to 
take  them  into  the  country,  where  the 
means  of  obtaining  their  medical  education 
are,  in  a  great  measure,  precluded. 

If,  Sir,  the  hint  1  have  given,  shall,  in 
any  way,  tend  to  remedy  the  evil  which  the 
Company  of  Apothecaries,  in  London,  have 
in  their  power  to  subdue,  incalculable 
would  be  the  benefit  arising  to  the  commu- 
nity at  large,  and  trusting  the  same  may  bo 
carried  into  effect, 

I  beg  to  subscribe  myself 
A  Well-Wisher  to  Parents  as  will 
as  Pupils. 

Monday  Morning,  Jan,  4,  1029. 


PARTIAL  DISLOCATION  OF  THE  JAW. 

To  the  Editor  o/Tiis  Lancet. 

Sir, — I  send  you  the  following  esse,  as  I 
consider  it  one  of  ttofrequent  occurrence  ; 
indeed  I  do  not  remember  to  have  met  with 
a  similar  one,  neither  have  I  ever  reud  of  a 
case  like  it. 

A  cabriolet-driver  came  to  me  a  few 
weeks  since,  with  what  he  called  "  a  locked 
jaw."  He  said  that,  as  he  was  gaping  in 
his  cabriolet  about  half  an  hour  before,  he 
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found  that  he  could  not  close  bit  month 
again,  and  it  gave  him  great  pain,  having; 
been  endeavouring,  in  vain,  to  rectify  it 
himself.  When  1  saw  him,  the  mouth  was 
about  half  closed,  and  a  little  thrown  to  the 
right  side,  and  the  saliva  was  flowing  pro- 
fusely from  his  mouth.  I  could  not,  at  first, 
discover  the  nature  of  the  accident,  for  rea- 
sons stated  above.  The  two  condyles  of  the 
jaw  were  hi  tiui,  but  tbey  would  not  permit 
of  motion  readily.  However,  on  putting  my 
fingers  into  the  mouth,  I  found  that  the  co- 
ronoid  process,  on  the  left  side,  was  brought 
forward,  and  that  it  was  laying  on  the  cheek 
bone.  Such  being  the  case,  I  immediately 
depressed  the  jaw,  and  at  the  same  time 
pressed  it  inwards,  and  the  parts  regained 
their  natural  situation,  and  he  had  the  free 
use  of  it  instantly,  insomuch  that,  although 
1  had  tied  the  jaw  up,  he  returned  to  me,  in 
the  course  of  ten  minutes,  with  the  same 
"  accident.  I  reduced  it  again  in  the  same 
manner,  and,  having  tied  his  jaw  more  se- 
curely,  with  a  charge  not  to  open  his  mouth 
so  wide,  I  dismissed  him. 

I  am  youra  obediently, 

P.  M.  Hosrino. 

Fleet  Street,  Dec.  9, 1828. 


The  silver  cup  offered  by  the  physicians 
conducting  the  American  Medical  Recorder, 
for  the  best  Essay  on  Typhus  Fever,  has 
been  awarded  by  the  umpires  to  Dr.  Stephen 
Brown,  one  of  the  physicians  of  the  New 
York  Hospital.  The  motto  to  Dr.  Brown's 
paper  im bodies  his  most  important  sentiment 
on  the  subject :  "  Nullum  ego  cogncsco  reme- 
dium,  troi  quod  tempettivo  usu fat  tule."  The 
name  of  Dr.  Armstrong  occurs  very  fre- 
quently in  the  course  of  the  Essay,  and 
gome  of  his  opinions  cn  typhus  are  opposed. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

««  X."  came  to  hand. 

We  are  aware  of  the  intrigues  which  have 
been  concocting  at  St.  George's  ;  they  will 
be  noticed  in  due  time. 

«'  Y.  R."  is  requested  to  send  the  pa- 
pers.  The  fellow  must  be  exposed. 

The  Thing  forwarded  by  «'  Veritas"  was 
received ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  state- 
ment it  contained,  we  thought  it  our  duty 
to  address  a  note  to  Dr.  Gregory.  The  fol- 
lowing  is  an  extract  from  his  reply  : 

*•  When  Dr.  Gregory's  attention  was  first 
drawn,  by  the  conversation  of  those  around 
him,  to  Mr.  Wakley,  he  was  leaning  on  the 
stairs ;  and  Dr.  Gregory  has  no  reason  t •> 
believe,  (hat  he  ever  enine  in  contact  with 
him."  It  is  unuocea-eary  to  say  more  ;  hut 
we  may  as  well  add,  that  Mr.  Thoupson, 
»nn  of  Dr.  At  T.  Thompson,  who  witnessed 
the  whole  transaction,  has  authored  ns  to 


state,  that  he  fully  confirms  the  account  pub- 
lished in  Tub  Lakcet,  of  what  occurred  on 
the  laudin^-place,  and  that  the  account  pub- 
lished in  the  Charity  Excrescence  is  an  in* 
famous  misrep  reseutation. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Dendy  sboll  be  inserted 
next  week  ;  it  was  accidentally  omitted  in 
our  present  Number. 

Thanks  to  J.  H.  S .,  of  Birmingham. 

To  "  A  Constant  Reader."— He  cats  re- 
cover, unless  in  a  case  of  mala  praxis. 

Many  cotnplaintt  having  reached  us  rela- 
tive to  the  irregular  deli'jery  of, this  work, 
we  can  only  say,  tbat-if  ord  ers  be*jMOsmit- 
ted  to  our  Office  they  shall  be  immediately 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Newsmen  for  whose 
dispatch  and  punctuality  we  pledge  -Our- 
selves. Turn  Lanckt  may  be  in  the  }$ps- 
session  of  every  Practitioner,  within  the 
Two-penny  Post  District,  by  eight  o'cujf  i 
on  Satchday  mohnino.  ..% 
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Lecture  XII. 


Resumxno  the  subject  of  the  preceding 
rooming,  Gentlemen,  you  may  proceed  to 
ask  what  is  to  be  doue  in  those  cases  of  re- 
troversion of  the  uterus,  now  and  then  to 
be  met  with,  in  which  a  reduction  of  the  re- 
troverted  position  is  attempted,  indeed,  but 
cannot  be  accomplished  ?  Why,  your  treat- 
ment  here  must  vary,  according  to  the 
effects  of  the  pressure.  If  the  urine  can  be 
drawn  off  by  tbe  catheter,  or  passed  by 
the  ordinary  efforts,  and  if  the  uterus 
does  not  compress  the  rectum  with  that 
degree  of  force  which  may  prevent  the 
discharge  of  its  contents,  it  is  unnecessary 
that  you  should  interfere,  (a  meddlesome 
midwifery  is  had,)  but  you  should  rather 
trust  to  the  natural  powers.  As  the  womb 
enlarges,  it  may  rise  out  of  the  pelvis  more 


be  done,  otherwise  rupture  of  the  bladder, 
and  death,  may  be  expected.  In  such  cases 
it  has  been  proposed  that  we  should  tap  the 
bladder  ;  and,  now  and  then,  this  practice 
would  seem  to  be  proper  enough,  and  may, 
perhaps,  be  the  only  effectual  mode  of 
proceeding  in  some  cases.  It  has  been 
proposed  further,  if  the  reduction  of  the 
womb  is  prevented  solely  by  a  deficiency  of 
room,  that  we  should  divide  and  open  the 
symphysis  pubis.  Cruick shank,  I  think, 
recommended  a  measure  of  this  kind.  I 
am  not  aware  that  it  was  ever  done  ia 
cases  of  this  kind ;  but  if  the  case  were 
well  chosen,  I  can  conceive  it  might  be 
of  use  to  the  patient ;  at  all  events,  it 
would  render  the  introduction  of  tbe  ca- 
theter more  easy,  and  the  room  in  the 
pelvis  somewhat  more  capacious.  Alarm- 
ing  as  the  operation  is,  it  is  far  from 
being  a  fatal  operation  ;  nevertheless,  as  I 
have  never  myself  aeen  this  operation  per- 
formed, and,  indeed,  know  of  no  case  of  re- 
troversion in  which  it  has  been  attempted,  I 
do  not  venture  to  recommend  it.  In  a  case 
of  retroversion,  where  the  catheter  could 
not  be  iutroduoed,  nor  the  rectum  emptied, 
I  should  myself  feel  inclined  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  tapping  of  the  uterus, 
which  might,  perhaps,  be  found,  on  the 
whole,  to  be  as  desirable  an  operation  as  the 
tapping  of  the  bladder,  or  the  dividing  of  the 
symphysis  pubis.    I  should  not  take  a  great 


or  less  completely,  and  thus,  day  after  day,  trocar  and  canula,  as  if  I  were  going  to  tap  in 
the  compression  may  become  lighter  and  a  case  of  ascites,  wounding  a  great  many  ves- 


lighter,  until,  at  last,  it  is  removed  alto 
gether.  It  does  not  follow,  therefore,  be- 
cause a  womb  remains  retroverted,  that  the 
woman  must  necessarily  die ;  and,  conse- 
quently, in  attempting  reduction,  you  ought 
to  be  careful  not  to  use  the  higher  degrees  of 
force,  as  the  case  is  cot  sufficiently  desperate 
to  justify  it.  But  it  may  now  and  then 
happen,  where  the  womb  remains  retro- 
verted, that  under  the  pressure  which  it 
mates  on  the  contiguous  parts,  neither  the 
rectum  can  be  cleared  of  their  contents,  nor 
the  bladder,  as  in  Dr.  Chestou's  case, 
noticed  in  a  former  lecture.  Now,  if  the 
obstruction  of  the  bladder  is  complete,  and 
the  accumulation  of  urine  large,  it  is  pe 


sels,  and  perhaps  occasioning  death  ;  but  I 
should  prefer  an  instrument  of  a  very  small 
sixe,  by  which  1  could  perform  a  sort  of 
acupuncturation,  which  I  am  told  has  been 
tried  upon  the  hearts  of  animals,  with- 
out necessarily  endangering  life.  Perhaps 
an  instrument,  contrived  on  the  principle 
suggested,  might  be  introduced  into  the 
uterus  without  much  danger ;  and  then,  if  a 
contrivauce  were  fixed  upon  the  other  end 
of  it,  so  as  to  bring  away  the  fluid  by  a  sort 
of  suction,  it  may  be  that  a  good  deal  of  the 
liquor  amiiii  might  be  drawn  off ;  and  if  the 
uterus  was  evacuated  of  the  liquor  amni  i, 
there  would  immediately  be  a  considerable 
reduction  of  its  bulk,  and  perhaps,  at  length. 


rexnptorily  necessary  that  something  should  an  expulsion  of  the  ovum  ;  the  womb  might 
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retroversion  of  the  uterus. 


he  tapped  cither  from  the  vagina,  or  the.  rec- 
tum ;  vaginal  tapping  would,  I  conceive, 
be  preferable.   But  1  want  experience  here. 

In  retroversion  of  the  uterus,  it  would 
not,  perhaps,  be  impossible  to  introduce 
some  small,  yet  strong  instrument,  into  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus,  along  the  mouth  und 
neck,  so  as  to  break  up  the  structure  of 
the  ovum,  and,  in  that  way,  to  give  rise  to 
its  expulsion.  It  is  very  easy  to  conceive, 
that  if  the  os  uteri  could  be  felt,  and  if  an 
instrument  could  be  carried  into  it,  with 


womb  is  about  as  large  as  the  head  of  a  full- 
grown  foetus,  and  where  the  bladder  has 
been  suffered  to  become  overloaded,  after 
laborious  labour,  for  example,  it  is  liable  to 
become  retroverted.  The  case  being  ascer- 
tained, introducing  the  catheter,  you  may 
dm*  off  the  urine,  and  at  the  womb  is  he- 
coming  less  and  less  every  day  utter  deli- 
very, and  making  a  continually  decreasing 
pressure,  of  course  it  is  not  necessary  that 
any  thing  should  be  done  as  long  as  ao 
s>mp:< 


,  oms  press.  If,  indeed,  after  emptying 
which  the  ovum  could  he  broken  to  pieces,'  the  bladder,  you  can  replace  the  womb 'with 
an  expulsion  of  the  ovum  mi -lit  entue.  All  j  little  effort,  this  ought  to  be  done;  hut  then, 
these  expedients  are,  more  or  less,  hazard-  <  if  your  attempts  to  reduce  the  uterus  fail, 
Ous ;  they  are  to  be  had  recourse  to  only  I  content  yourselves  with  emptying  the  blad- 
in  those  cases  where  there  is  Ho  other  hope ;  [  der  when  needful,  watching  the  symptoms 
tan's  bladder  being  in  danger  of  la-  witb>  vigilance. 

Replacement  might,  perhaps,  be  obtain- 
ed, as  in  the  ordinary  retroversion,  by  pfac« 
ing  the  patient  on  the  knees  and  elbows,.as 
formerly  recommended,  but  the  propriety 
of  this  practice  during  the  first  few  days 
after  delivery  may  admit  of  a  doul^t. 

Further.' \Vheu  the  womb  is  enlarged  from 
scirrhus,  polypus,  mole,  or  hydatids,  and  by 
the  two  former,  more  especially,  it  may  ac- 
quire the  size  of  the  foetal  head,  and  become 
retroverted  ;  and  thus  you  may  have  a  retro- 
version of  the  womb,  independently  of  preg- 
nancy occurring,  in  unmarried  women.  In 
this  case,  however,  owing  to  the  slow  growth 
of  the  uterus,  except  iu  Cases  of  hydatids, 
the  symptoms  of  pressure  may  supervene 
in  a  very  gradual  mauner,  there  being  much 
irritation  ftbout  the  bladder  and  rectum, 
joiued  with  obstruction  of  tho  urethra,  more 
or  less  complete,  and  this  perhaps  for  weeks 
or  months  together,  before  the  natore  of  the 
disease  is  ascertained.  In  these  cases  it 
will,  of  course,  be  your  main  object  to  re- 
place the  uterus  if  this  can  bo  effected  ;  and 
to  accomplish  this  you  must  proceed  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  you  were  attempting  to 
replace  the  retroverted  womb  when  preg- 
nant.   Of  course  the  replacement  of  the 


the  woman's  bladder  being 
eeration,  and  this  it  is  which  justifies  us,  in 
making  attempts  not  without  risk. 

But  besides  retroversion  of  the  uterus, 
which  T  have  here  been  considering  at  large, 
and  which  is  tho  result  of  pregnancy,  it 
now  and  then  occurs  either  independently 
of  gestation,  or  with  circumstances  very 
different  from  those  which  We  have  de- 
scribed. In  the  earlier  months  it  may 
happen,  thai  the  womb  becomes  retroverted, 
and  so  it  may  continue  throughout  preg- 
nancy ;  SO  that  in  the  end  of  gestation, 
when  delivery  commences,  the  retrover- 
sion may  continue  still.  Well  then,  what 
is  to  be  done  in  these  cases  1  Why,  a  re 
troversion  of  this  sort  is  recorded  by  Dr. 
Merriman,  a  very  solid  and  prudent  prac- 
titioner, and  the  result  of  it  is  to  prove, 
that  the  less  the  accoucheur  interferes,  the 
better.  When  first  we  examine  internally 
in  these  cases,  we  find  nO  os  uteri  what- 
ever, for  it  lies  above,  out  of  reach,  and  the 
first  impression  made  on  the  mind  is,  that 
the  Ca*sariah  operation  must  be  had  recourse 
to ;  but  if  the  practitioner  suffer  the  wo- 
man to  take  her  pains,  the  OS  uteri  becomes 
gradually  more  and  more  expanded,  and,  as 
it  enlarges,  the  inferior  limbus  approaches 
nearer  and  nearer  to  the  brim  of  the  pelvis 
in  front,  till  at  length  a  segment  of  it  can 
be  felt  in  the  region  of  the  symphysis  pubis ; 
this  segment  descending  and  enlarging  more 
and  more,  tiit  at  length  the  child's  heod, 
not  without  much  difficulty  and  pain  how 


womb  leaves  the  original  disease  of  the 
uterus  where  it  found  it. 

Again.  In  different  women  the  womb  va- 
ries much  in  its  virgin  bulk,  for  in  some  it  is 
three  times  as  large  as  in  others,  varying  in 
magnitude  much  in  the  same  manner  as  the 


eVer,  descends  till  it  comes  within  reach,  i  most  prominent  feature  of  the  face.  Now,  if 
and  the  child  is  born,  probably,  if  not  in  !  it  so  happen  that  the  womb  is  very  small,  and 
all  cases,  dead,  the  mother  escoping,  though  !  that  retroversion  has  taken  pluce  without 
not  without  diffichlty  J  from  ail  which  it  «p-  impregnation,  the  pressure  which  it  occa- 
pears,  that  in  a  retroversion  of  the  uterus,  sions  ntav  be  so  inconsiderable,  that  the  nn- 
either  in  the  earlier  or  latter  months,  it  ture  of  the  accident  remains  unsuspected  ; 
does  not  necessarily  follow,  that  you  ought '  hut  when  the  womb,  though  unimprc-gnated, 
to  distrust  the  natural  efforts.  j  chances  to  be  of  large  size,  and  when,  morr 

Again.  1  have  sometimes  found  a  retro-  especially,  the  pelvis  is  small  or  contracted, 
version  of  tho  uterus  occurring  after  de-  considerable  pressure  may  be  produced,  and 
livery,  and,  on  the  whole,  that  accident,  I  we  are  first  led  to  investigate  it3  nature  ia 
though  not  perhaps  very  frequent,  may,  [  consequence  of  the  irritation  and  obstruct 
however,  easily  occur,  for  after  delivery  the  I  tion  of  the  bowel  and  the  bladder,  when  it 
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is  aoon  recognised  by  the  characteristics  be- 
fore given.  The  treatment  of  this  case 
must  proceed  on  the  same  principles  as  that 
of  retroversion,  associated  with  gestation. 

Lastly,  the  uterus,  when  in  healthy  posi- 
tion, is  placed  obliquely,  us  stated  in  a  for- 
mer lecture,  with  its  fundus  forwards,  and  its 
ipooth  posteriorly,  the  fundus  lying  a  little, 
and  but  a  little,  above  the  level  of  the  brim, 
and  the  mouth  and  neck  a  little  below  it ; 
this  I  have  obierved  in  the  living  women  a 
hundred  times.  Nov/,  it  is  said  tbat  anu- 
verfiuu,  that  is,  s  supposed  change  of  posi- 
tion, in  which  the  fundus  comes  forward  and 
the  mouth  recedes,  may  take  place ;  but, 
the  truth  is,  that  the  womb  is  almost  always 
ante-verted, — frequently  the  fundus  is  push- 
ed down  below  the  symphysis  pubis.  How 
often,  in  making  examinations,  have  I  per* 
ceived  it  in  this  position,  between  my  fin- 
gers ;  so  that  these  ante 'versions  of  the  ute- 
rus can  scarcely  be  looked  upon  as  extraordi- 
nary and  morbid.  I  might  say,  with  troth, 
that  they  are  perfectly  healthy  ;  and  notwith- 
standing some  one  or  two  cases  which  have 
Wen  put  upon  record,  I  look  on  this  as  a 
variety  of  disease  on  which  it  is  onnecess&rv 
to  dwell. 

Prognosis — With  respect  to  the  progno- 
sis of  retroversion,  1  have  to  remark,  that 
where  the  womb  is  replaced,  the  patient  in 
the  general  does  well  enough,  provided  you 
proceed  on  the  principles  preicribed ;  yet 
it  is  not  impossible  that  miscarriage  may 
take  place  after  a  reduction ;  in  two  or  three 
instances  I  have  known  this.  Inflammation 
of  the  bladder  of  the  acuter  kind  may  occur, 
and  you  may  have  a  chronic  disease  of  this 
organ.  Where  there  is  a  good  deal  of  in- 
flammation, your  patient  may  die  of  exhaus- 
tion ;  and  you  may  find  that  some  officious 
band  has  thrust  a  catheter  through  the  back 
of  the  bladder  into  the  peritoneum,  and  that 
the  eseape  of  the  urine  into  the  peritoneal 
sac  has  destroyed  the  patient.  The  blad- 
der, in  some  rare  case*,  may  be  burst  open, 
as  in  the  preparation  before  you  ;  or,  as  in 
one  ease  which  1  saw  myself,  the  ovary  may 
be  dropsical  and  ruptured,  and  this  may 
am  at  in  destroying  the  patient.  So  that 
although  these  retroversions  are,  on  the 
whole,  by  no  menus  very  dangerous,  it  does 
not  si  ways  fallow  even  when  the  womb  is 
replaced  with  skill,  that  the  woman  will 
ultimately  do  well.  Those  cases  are  mure 
dangerous  and  unfavourable,  where  the  re- 
troversion of  the  uterus  is  connected  with 
some  other  disease,  whether  enlargement  by 
hydatids,  or  scirrhosity,  or  polypus,  for  when 
you  relieve  the  retroversions,  you  are  curing 
only  that  part  of  the  disease  which  depends 
upon  the  displacement,  but  the  original  af- 
fection still  continues  in  ail  its  force. 


Recto-Vag'nml  and  other  Pelvic  Tumours,  inde- 
pendently of  Pregnancy. 

In  the  pelvis,  we  sometimes  find  various 
tumours  of  different  sir<  s,  some  as  big  as  a 
pullet's  egg,  and  some  as  big  as  the  head  of 
a  full-grown  foetus;  those  tumours  I  divide 
into  two  kinds,  the  recto- vaginal,  and  those 
which  are  not  situated  between  the  vagina 
and  the  rectum. 

Respecting  those  tumours  which  are  not 
situated  between  the  rectum  aud  vagina, 
and  which  occur  independently  of  preg- 
nancy, 1  have  few  useful  practical  observa- 
tions to  make,  and  therefore  I  shall  pass 
over  them  lightly,  observing  merely,  that 
they  grow  sometimes  from  the  promontory 
of  the  sacrum,  sometimes  from  the  sacro 
sciatic  ligaments,  so  as  to  obstruct  parturition, 
occasionally  from  other  parts,  which  may 
cause  great  pain  and  incouvenience  during 
delivery,  the  difficulties  and  management  of 
which  1  took  occasion  to  consider  at  large, 
when  treating  of  the  anomalous  labours. 

But  more  generally,  where  torootira  form  in 
the  pelvis,  tbev  are  of  the  recto-vaginal  kind ; 

And  water,  intestines,  and,  above  all,  the  en- 
larged ovary  may  lodge  in  this  part.  There  are 
various  causes  from  which  tbe  ovary  may 
become  enlarged— from  dropsy,  for  example, 
from  scirrhus,  from  extra-uterine  gestation, 
or  the  like ;  and  when  the  ovarian  enlarge- 
ment takes  place  in  that  manner,  the  tumour 
falls  down  between  the  rectum  and  vagina, 
I  think  I  may  say  frequently,  aud  may  give 
rise  to  much  inconvenience.  If  it  make 
but  little  pressure  on  the  pelvis  and  bladder, 
it  may  not  require  much  attention,  and  even 
when  the  woman  is  very  uneasy,  and  greatly 
distressed  by  it,  if  it  become  larger,  so  as  to 
get  its  bearing  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
a  spontaneous  cure  of  all  the  symptoms  may 

I  be  obtained  ;  but  where  it  so  happens  that 
the  pelvis  is  small,  and  the  ovary  large,  and 
the  purls  irritable,  the  tumour  lying  in  the 

I  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  between  the  vagina 

i  and  the  gut,  very  violent  symptoms  may  be 

'  produced;  and  those  symptoms,  of  an  anoma- 
lous kind,  may  be  worth  a  little  study  from 

I  us.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  irritation  about  the  rectum,  and  your  pa- 
tient may  be  supposed  to  labour  under 

I  hemorrhoids ;  then,  too,  there  may  be  a  good 
deal  of  obstruction  in  the  bladder,  so  that 
the  urine  may  be  intercepted,  or  may  pass 
with  difficulty,  a  catheter  being  required. 
Nor  must  I  forget  to  mention,  that  there 
may  be  a  great  deal  of  central  pain  felt  in 
the  back,  and  about  the  symphysis  pubis, 
together  with  a  shooting  down  the  thigh; 
the  patient  saying  that  she  feels  a  ripping 
pain,  running,  perhaps,  in  the  course  of 
the  nerves,  the  anterior  crural,  and  the 
great  sciatic  especially.  With  recto-vagi- 
nal turnouts,  lastly,  the  patient  may  be  para* 
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lytic  in  the  lower  limbs,  and  one  limb  mny 
be  weaker  than  the  other.  I  will  not  say  all 
muscular  power  goes  from  the  leg,  but  the 
muscular  power  may  be  reduced  ;  in  diffe- 
rent cases,  the  degree  of  paralysis  varies  ;  it 
may  be  so  slight,  that  the  patient  scarcely 
perceives  it,  or  it  may  be  so  considerable 
that  she  is  obliged  to  lie  on  the  sofa,  and  to 
be  lifted  to  bed.  Now  where  you  have  these 
symptoms  occurring,  want  of  power  in  the 
lower  limb,  nervous  pains,  obstruction  of 
the  bladder,  and  obstruction  of  the  intestine, 
there  is  good  reason  for  suspecting  that  there 
is  some  tumour  or  other  in  the  pelvis  ;  and 
if  you  make  a  careful  examination,  of  course 
the  disease  is  ascertained  easily  enough. 

Treatment. — In  cases  of  recto-vaginal  tu- 
mour, it  should  be  your  first  object  to  press  the 
swelling  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  if  this 
can  be  accomplished  without  much  effort,  and 
you  must  proceed  precisely  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  in  the  case  of  a  retroverted  womb. 
If  you  cannot  place  the  recto-vaginal  tumour 
above  the  brim,  you  must  leave  it  in  its  si- 
tuation, palliating  the  symptoms,  by  keep- 
ing the  bladder  empty,  and  advising  the 
patient  to  use  that  sort  of  food  and  drink 
which  will  not  require  much  evacuation.  In 
these  cases,  I  know  of  no  effectual  mode  of 
relieving  the  paralytic  symptoms,  or  the 
pain  which  the  patient  has  in  the  lower 
limbs,  though  the  latter  may  be  palliated 
somewhat  by  means  of  bleeding  anodynes. 
When  those  recto-vaginal  tumours  become 
large,  they  not  un frequently  rise  sponta- 
neously above  the  brim,  so  that  the  disease 
cures  itself ;  and  so  it  sometimes  happens, 
that  as  recto-vaginal  disease  has  been  ad- 
vancing, though  neither  the  sufferer  nor  her 
adviser  have  known  what  was  the  matter,  the 
disease  has  given  way.  I  have  more  than' 
once  seen  patients  labouring  under  much  ab- 
dominal intumescence, and  an  ovarian  dropsy, 
whose  first  symptoms,  though  attributable 
to  this  cause,  have  been  clearly  misunder- 
stood. This,  therefore,  you  should  mention, 
because  it  is  a  great  encouragement  to  pa- 
tients; the  larger  the  tumour,  the  more 
likely  it  is  to  quit  the  pelvis,  or,  at  all  events, 
so  to  alter  its  bearings,  that  the  symptoms 
arising  from  compression  may  be  effectually 
relieved. 

Let  me  add  here,  that  it  is  in  the  highest 
degree  dangerous  for  a  woman  to  become 
pregnant  while  she  labours  under  a  large 
recto- vaginal  tumour;  if  she  does,  the  high 
probability  is,  that  both  herself  and  the  child 
will  perish.  If  she  be  single,  there  will,  of 
course,  be  little  danger ;  if  married,  she 
ought  to  be  upon  her  guard,  abstinence 
being  her  best  security.  There  are  other 
ways  in  which  she  might  guard  against 
pregnancy,  but  which  I  do  not  think  it  proper 
publicly  to  mention  ;  but  this  delicate  sub- 
ject I  have  touched  on  before. 


One  half  of  the  puerperal  uterus  T  here 
show  you ;  when  it  becomes  retrovert- 
ed, it  may  produce  all  the  signs  of  the 
disease,  but,  then,  the  symptoms  produced 
are  considerably  lesB. 

I  here  show  you  a  preparation  of  a  uterus 
enlarged  from  scirrhosity,  and  retroverted  ; 
it  produced  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease, 
with  this  difference,  that  tbey  came  on  more 
gradually,  because  the  growth  of  the  scir- 
rhus  was  not  so  rapid  as  that  of  the  uterus 
under  pregnancy. 

For  the  preparation  here  shown  you,  I 
am  indebted  to  a  very  excellent  young  gen- 
tleman, the  late  Dr.  Cox  ;  it  is  a  specimen 
of  tubercular  scirrhus  and  polypus  com- 
bined, and  such  a  womb  becoming  retro- 
verted, must  give  rise  to  the  symptoms  of 
the  disease. 

The  next  preparation  exhibits  the  case 
of  the  pelvis  removed,  so  that  you  see  all 
the  viscera,  in  their  different  situations, 
with  respect  to  each  other.  This  prepara- 
tion is  well  calculated  to  throw  light  on  the 
bearings  produced  by  retroversion. 

Here  is  another  preparation,  of  the  same 
parts,  on  the  large  scale. 

Here  is  a  very  beautiful  preparation, 
which  shows  the  retroversion  of  the  uterus, 
with  disruption  of  the  bladder.  The  uterus 
is  as  large  as  a  child's  head;  above  the 
retroverted  uterus  is  the  bladder,  which  has 
been  ruptured.  It  is  remarkable,  that  in 
this  rupture  of  the  bladder,  which  has  arisen 
from  its  over-distension,  it  is  not  the  front — 
that  surface  of  it  I  mean,  which  has  no  peri- 
toneal covering — but  it  is  the  posterior  sur- 
face, invested  by  the  peritoneum,  the  back 
part  of  the  body,  which  is  the  region  of  the 
rent.  Now  it  was  this, — and  I  may  mention 
it  here,  leBt  by  any  accident  I  should  be 
prevented  from  making  these  observations 
hereafter— it  was  this  which  first  led  me  to 
propose,  that  where  a  rupture  of  the  blad- 
der takes  place  in  any  case,  but  especially 
in  a  retroversion  of  the  uterus,  we  should 
not  give  the  patient  up  for  lost ;  for  if  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  the  bladder  is  burst 
into  the  peritoneal  sac,  we  might  make  an 
opening  into  the  peritoneum — say  above  the 
symphysis  pubis,  by  which  we  might  dis- 
charge the  urine,  and  then  injecting  dis- 
tilled water,  of  the  temperature  of  98°, 
we  might  wash  out  the  viscera,  so,  perhaps, 
as  to  prevent  a  general  peritonitis  ;  this 
done,  we  might  draw  the  bladder  up  to  the 
j  opening  in  the  abdomen,  and  close  the  rent 
by  ligature.  This  operation  I  have  perform- 
I  ed  on  several  rabbits ;  in  one  or  two  expe- 
I  riments  I  brought  the  bladder  out,  tied  it 
i  up,  and  took  away  about  one  quarter  of  it, 
viz.  the  whole  of  the  fundus,  aud  the  animal 
;  did  perfectly  well.  This  operation  1  have 
never  hud  occasion  to  try  on  the  human 
jsubject;  but  in  a  case  otherwise  desperate, 
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I  should  be  inclined  to  recommend  it.  I 
may  remark  here,  that  since  I  have  sug- 
gested this  method  of  closing  the  bladder 
by  ligature,  a  surgeon  of  eminence  (Mr. 
Travers)  has  performed  the  operation  on 
the  stomach.  There  was  a  slight  wound  in 
the  organ  ;  he  boldly  tied  up  the  aperture  ; 
the  thread  came  away,  and,  as  he  told  me, 
the  case  did  perfectly  well. 

I  request  you  all  to  read  the  excellent 
paper  of  Dr.  Merriman,  On  Recto-vaginal 
Tumours.  You  will  find  it  in  one  of  the 
earlier  volumes  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical 
Transactions. 

When  we  meet  again,  I  shall  proceed  to  a 
very  important  class  of  diseases,  those  which 
depend  upon  the  descent  of  the  pelvic 
viscera. 


LECTURES 

ON 

MUSCULAR  ACTION,  AND  ON  THE  CURE 
OF  DEFORMITIES. 

By  Mr.  SHELDRAKE. 

On  the  most  effectual  Method  of  Instructing 
Young  Persons  in  those  Ext r cites,  that  will 
improve  their  Personal  Appearance,  and  ren- 
der their  Forms  more  perfect. 

This  subject  may  be  arranged  under  two 
divisions.  First,  that  which  may  be  prac- 
tised in  every  gentleman's  family,  by  those 
who  are  usually  employed  to  take  care  of 
young  children  in  the  earliest  periods  of 
their  lives ;  and  who,  indeed,  would  be  more 
beneficially  employed  in  the  practices  that 
will  now  be  recommended,  than  they  are  in 
performing  the  duties  that  are  commonly  laid 
upon  them.  The  second  consists  of  young 
persons,  who  are  so  far  advanced  in  life  as 
to  be  the  subjects  of  professional  attention. 
I  shall,  at  present,  confine  myself  to  the 
first  class. 

Young  children,  in  the  fumilies  of  gentle- 
men, are  generally  well  managed  while  they 
■re  in  the  nurse's  arms,  because  the  anxiety 
of  parents,  and  the  attention  of  professional 
men,  who  are,  at  that  period,  much  em- 
ployed, prescribe  a  rational  c:>ur»e  of  treat- 
ment, and  compel  the  nurses  to  follow  the 
course  that  is  prescribed.  It  is  in  the  suc- 
ceeding stages  tfyit  the  mismanagement  be- 
gins ;  and  this  is  too  often  carried  to  excess 
that  is  productive  oflasting  injury. 

The  children  are  given  to  girls,  or  very 
young  women,  first  to  carry,  u:id  then  to 
lead  them  about,  as  they  acquire  the  power 
of  using  their  limbs,  to  give  them  exercise, 
which,  it  is  supposed,  may  be  increased  at 


pleasure.  It  is  believed  that  this  requires 
no  other  care  but  that  of  the  servants,  and,  of 
course,  the  children,  being  kept  in  motion. 
As  they  increase  in  age,  their  exertions  are 
increased,  and  the  scenes  in  which  those  ex- 
ertions are  made,  are  extended  to  walking,  to 
running  about,  and  engaging  in  such  other 
exercises  as  the  discretion  of  the  servants 
shall  direct ;  for  the  management  of  children, 
at  this  period  of  their  lives,  is  believed  to  be 
so  simple  and  so  easy,  that  it  may  be  safely 
entrusted  to  the  care  of  that  class  of  servants 
that  has  the  least  knowledge,  and  has  had 
the  least  experience.  Let  us  now  inquire 
into  this  fact. 

The  persons  who  become  nursery-maids 
are  usually  the  daughters  of  cottagers,  or  of 
persona  in  some  inferior  stations  in  life ; 
they  have  been  brought  up  among  their  na- 
tural relations,  and,  as  persons  of  every  class 
of  society  have  peculiarities  which  distin- 
guish them  from  all  others,  these  servants 
carry  the  peculiarities  of  their  own  class  into 
their  new  situations.  -As  man  is  an  imita- 
tive animal,  the  servants,  who  teach  the 
gentleman's  children  to  do  whatever  they 
are  employed  to  teach,  instruct  them,  by 
showing  by  their  own  actions,  what  is  to  be 
done.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  gentle- 
man's children  learn  to  imitate  the  habits 
and  manners  of  the  servants,  instead  of 
those  of  their  own  class.  This  will  happen 
when  the  utmost  caution  is  used ;  but  the 
want  of  care,  and,  sometimes,  worse  motives, 
induce  those,  who  have  the  care  of  children, 
to  do  them  very  serious  injuries,'  without 
having  any  fixed  intention  of  doing  so.  Of 
this  kind  of  mischief  I  have  known  many 
very  striking  examples,  but  shall  content 
myself  with  giving  one. 

A  man  of  business,  of  the  first  class,  who 
lived  in  Pall  Mall,  had  a  family  of  young 
children;  the  nursery-maid  was  regularly 
employed  to  take  them,  for  air  and  exercise, 
into  St.  James's  Park  ;  but  was  ordered,  on 
no  account,  to  extend  her  wnlk  beyond  tho 
length  of  the  Palace-garden  wall,  so  that  she 
might  certaiuly  be  found,  if  wanted.  One  of 
the  children  was  not  able  to  go  alone,  and  of 
course  must  be  carried  ;  the  otbr r  was  a  girl 
of  five  years  old,  and  very  well  able  to  walk. 
After  some  time  this  child  bee  time  unhealthy, 
and  weak,  her  knee  bent,  her  uncles  were  dis- 
torted, and  she  became  a  patient  of  mine,  to 
have  that  defect  remedied.  No  satisfactory 
account  could  be  given  of  the  cause  that  pro- 
duced this  unexpected  alteration  in  tho 
health  and  form  of  a  child  that  had  been  so 
healthy;  at  last  the  servant  was  dismissed 
for  some  other  fault,  and  then  the  whole 
truth  became  known.  This  girl  had  a  little 
affair  to  inauage  with  a  mau  who  lived  at 
Chelsea.  The  only  opportunities  the  lovers 
had  to  meet,  were  when  siie  was  sent  to 
walk  in  the  Park  with  the  children.  She 
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then,  wilb  one  child  in  lier  arm*,  and  the 
other  running  by  her  side,  made  the  best  of 
her  way  to  Chelsea,  and,  when  the  purposes 
for  which  her  assignation  was  made  were 
effected,  she  returned  without  beiug  missed, 
as  her  mistress,  taking  it  for  grauted  that 
her  orders  were  obeyed,  did  not  take  the 
trouble  to  see  if  she  remained  in  her  ap- 
pointed place.  The  child  could  not  go  on 
long  in  this  maimer  without  feeling  its  con- 
sequences; she  was  fatigued  by  this  ex- 
cessive exercise,  and  cried  as  she  walked, 
or  rather  ran,  along  the  road ;  she  was 
well  beaten  for  this,  as  well  as  to  prevent 
her  from  telling  what  she  went  through; 
being  thus  intimidated,  the  poor  child  went 
on  in  this  injurious  course  till  the  servant 
was  dismissed,  when  all  that  she  had  suf- 
fered was  made  known,  and  effectual  reme- 
dies were  provided. 

In  this  course  of  education,  if  it  deserves 
the  name,  children  are  continued  five  or  six 
years,  or  till  they  make  the  next  decided  step 
in  the  progress  of  education,  which  is  either 
the  preparatory  school,  or  some  private 
course,  in  which  piactices  that  resemble 
those  which  prevail  in  preparatory  schools, 
are  adopted.  In  the  first  course,  as  it  has 
been  described,  if  the  children  escape  all  the 
injuries  to  which  they  are  liable,  all  possible 
means  have  been  used  to  make  them  active, 
robust,  healthy,  and  high-spirited  ;  quali- 
ties of  which,  in  the  next  stage  of  their 
education,  much  trouble  is  taken  to  deprive 
tbem  ;  they  are  taught  to  remain  confined 
[p  their  seats  for  many  hours  in  the  day  ;  to 
"  behave  pretty,"  as  it  is  called,  with  arms 
folded,  demure  faces,  and  eyps  fixed  upon 
their  books,'  to  learn  their  appointed  les- 
sons. In  this  stage  of  education,  all  possi- 
ble >  :eane  are  used  to  deprive  them  of  those 
qualities,  which  it  was  the  business  of  the 
first  instructions  to  teach  them. 

After  the  preparatory  period  of  education 
is  past,  boys  diverge  into  a  course  into 
which  it  is  not  our  business  to  follow  them  ; 
but  we  shall  proceed  to  investigate  the  sub- 
sequent education  of  girls. 

The  parents  of  those  ranks  for  whose  use 
these  observations  are  intended,  think  it  is 
an  object  of  the  first  consequence  that  their 
daughters  should  obtain  every  perfection 
of  form  that  can  be  acquired,  and  as 
many  accomplishments  as  their  circum- 
stances will  enable  them  to  add  to  them  ; 
and,  to  acquire  these,  the  schools,  or  prac- 
tices in  private,  which  resemble  those  of 
the  schools,  are  resorted  to.  It  is  an  ob- 
ject in  all  schools,  that  the  scholars  should 
bo  kept  still  and  quiet  for  many  hours 
in  the  day,  that  the  teachers  may  instruct 
them,  each  in  their  turn,  and  without 
interruption.  The  high  spirits,  which  are 
natural  to  early  life,  are  now  completely 
checked,  and  when  girls,  under  these  cir- 


cumstances, are  compelled  to  remain  fixed 
to  one  place  for  hours  together,  with  looks 
demure,  and  book  upheld,  they  are  said  to 
be  in  good  order.  It  will  now  be  proper  to 
notice  some  of  their  employments. 

The  author,  who  has  already  been  men« 
tioned,  has  written  that  the  practice  of  mu- 
sic is  injurious  to  the  human  form;  this  is 
positively  untrue,  for  the  practice  at  the 
piano-fcrte,  which  is  the  most  general  fa- 
vourite with  the  Indies,  is  as  favourable  to 
the  figure,  as  any  exercise  that  can  be  de- 
vised ;  the  practice  upon  tlie  harp,  iadeed, 
if  not  managed  carefully,  may,  under  some 
circum»t*ncrs,  be  injurious ;  but  when  the 
form  has  been  injured  by  imprudent  proe» 
tice  at  the  harp,  those  injuries  may  be 
easily  cured,  and,  with  moderate  care,  may 
always  he  prevented.     Dancing  has  been 
universally,  and  is  still  very  generally,  re- 
sorted to  ;  but  as  I  have  treated  on  that 
subject  in  a  separate  discourse,  I  shall  not 
enter  upon  it  here,  nor  should  I  mention  tho 
gymnastic  exercises,  as  they  are  called,  for 
the  same  reason,  but  for  the  pertinacity  with 
which  they  havo  been  forced  upon  publio 
attention,  and  intruded  as  being  worthy  of 
general  adoption,  and  to  supersede  dancing, 
as  a  healthy  as  well  as  pleasureable  exer- 
cise ;  as  it  has  been  shown  that  they  are 
highly  injurious  in  every  respect,  they  cer- 
tainly ought  on  every  account  to  be  discon- 
tinued. 

After  having  given  this  rapid  sketch  of 
the  practices  which  have  beeu  adopted  to 
improve,  as  it  was  thought,  the  peisoas  of 
youug  people,  it  will  be  proper  to  point  out 
;  one  peculiarity  which  pervades  the  whole* 
!  The  practice  of  every  stage,  as  I  have  called 
|  it,  is  calculated  to  counteract  the  effect  of 
that  which  immediately  preceded  it :  thus, 
in  the  first  stage,  the  object  was  to  give  as 
much  activity,  strength,  and  elasticity  to 
!  the  forms  and  spirits  of  young  persons,  ns 
;  the  circumstances  of  the  cose  would  re- 
quire ;  the  object  of  that  stage  of  the  treat- 
ment which  immediately  followed,  was  cal- 
culated to  diminish  the  activity  of  body  and 
buoyancy  of  spirits  which  had  just  been 
created  ;  and  ti  e  same  alternation  of  effects 
pervades  the  w  hole  system. 

In  the  course  that  1  shall  recommend  to 
be  adopted,  instead  of  thut  which  has  been 
followed,  1  shall  propose  what  is  essentially 
!  good,  and  may  be  effectually  practised  at  all 
times,  by  ih  ■  usual  inmates  of  a  gentleman's 
(  family,  with  a  certainty  of  success  ;  so  that 
;  all  who  will  take  the  trouble  that  is  neces- 
:  sary,  will  certainly  give  to  their  children  all 
that  perfection  of  form  of  which  they  are 
susceptible. 

As  I  shall,  in  other  discourses,  enter 
more  largely  into  the  theory  of  muscular 
action,  and  endeavour  to  explain  sonic  of 
its  phenomena,  in  a  way  that  has  not  been 
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done  or  attempted,  I  sbajl  content  myself  land  the  inside  of  her  great  toe  upon  each 


here  with  pointing  out  certain  practice?, 
which,  if  adopted  early  in  life,  and  steadily 
followed,  by  persons  even  of  ordinary  in- 
telligence, will  enable  them  to  give  to 
young  children  the  power  of  using  their 
limbs  with  firmness  and  precision  ;  this  will 
become  natural  to  them,  if  they  are  well 
grounded  in  those  practices  in  the  early  pe- 
riod of  their  lives,  and  will  enable  ihVm  to 
acquire  any  other  exercises  they  may  have 


foot  close  to  the  outsido  of  the  line  ;  she  will 
then  be  able  to  place  her  feet  upon  the 
ground  firmly,  and  she  will  be  able  to 
step  or  stand  still  in  the  most  advat- 
tageous  manner.  When  Una  position  is 
become  familiar  to  her,  she  should  be  di- 
rected to  remain  in  it,  (without  moving  the 
hody,  or  any  member  that  is  attached  to  it,) 
standing  upon  one.  leg,  while  she  lifts  the 
other  by  bending  the  knee  ;  in  this  position 


occasion  to  learn,  at  any  future  time,  with  she  should  remain  for  a  few  seconds,  at 
more  facility  than  they  could  do  if  they  had  first,  then  set  it  down  in  the  place  from 


not  been  previously  so  instructed. 

These  exercises  should  be  begun  as  soon 
as  children  can  walk  firmly  alone,  and  un- 
derstand any  directions  that  are  given  to 
them  ;  they  should  bi-gin  with  the  simplest 
exercises,  one  at  a  time,  and  not  proceed 
to  a  second,  until  they  are  completely  mas- 
ters of  the  first.  After  having  mastered  the 
most  simple,  they  should  proceed  to  those 
that  are  more  difficult,  ai:d  so  on  progres- 
sively, till  they  are  masters  of  the  whole, 
which  they  should  theu  practise  carefully  and 
regularly  for  a  certain  portion  of  time  every 
day.  If  all  children  were  instructed,  and 
required  to  practise,  these  exercises,  they 


which  she  raised  it,  and  raise  the  other  in 
the  same  manner ;  after  standing  upon  the 
second  foot  for  the  same  time  as  she  stood 
upon  the  first,  she  is  to  return  that  to  the 
yrouud,  and  raise  the  first  in  the  same  manner 
again  :  thus  changing  her  feet,  and  standing 
upon  each  in  its  turn,  till  she  has  acquired 
the  power  of  standing  upon  either  foot,  and 
changing  from  one  to  the  other,  without 
changing  her  place.  She  should  repeat  and 
vary  this  exercise,  till  she  is  able  to  stand 
for  a  minute  or  more  upon  either  leg.  When 
she  is  quite  familiarised  to  this  exercise, 
she  is  to  stand  firm  on  one  foot ;  while 
she  raises  the  other  hy  bending,  at  once,  the 


would  grow  up  with  a  power  of  using  their  knee  and  the  hip  joint.  Having  stood  for  a 
limbs,  aud  a  freedom  from  personal  defects,  a  short  time  in  this  manner,  she  should 
to  which  so  many  children  are  subjected  at  straighten  the  knee  joint,  by  which  the  foot 


present,  and  which  are  so  often  injurious  to 
them  in  the  course  of  their  future  lives. 
The  longest  room  that  can  be  set  apart  for 
this  practice  should  be  preferred  ;  upon  the 
floor,  make  a  straight  line  the  whole  length 
of  the  room  ;  a  second  line  should  be  made 
parallel  to  it,  and  the  two  lines  should  be 
connected  together  by  a  return  at  each  end, 
so  as  to  make  the  whole  one  continued 
figure  ;  these  lines  should  be  one  inc  h  wide 
in  the  whole  of  their  length,  and  should  be 
painted  upon  the  boards,  or  described  and 


will  be  moved  forward ;  which  should  then  be 
placed  upon  the  ground,  and  the  other  foot 
moved  forward  in  the  same  manner.  She 
is  then  to  be  placed  upon  the  line,  and  dir 
reeled  to  move  gently  forwurd  till  she 
has  walked  round  the  line  as  many  times 
as  may  be  found  convenient  or  practi- 
cable. 

The  use  of  this  exercise  will  be  very 
great;  it  will,  without  any  improper  exer- 
tion, enable  her  to  direct  her  feet  to  any 
particular  point,  to  walk  evenly  and  firmly, 


laid  down  in  any  other  durable  manner.    If  J  habits  which,  when  once  acquired,  will 
the  room  is  carpeted,  a  white  tape,  or  web, 
may  be  fixed  on  the  carpet  to  answer  the 
sume  purpose. 

The  child  that  is  to  be  instructed  must  he 
made  to  stand  quite  erect,  still,  and  firm, 
upon  both  feet,  with  the  heels  close  toge- 
ther ;  the  spine  must  be  kept  firm  ami  erect 
upon  the  pelvis,  and  the  pelvis  equally  firm 
upon  both  le^s,  but  without  being  fi\<d  in  a 
stitV  position.    While  the  child  is  in  that 


never  afterwards  be  lost,  unless  by  the 
grossest  negligence.  As  the  children,  for 
whose  usu  this  practice  is  recommended, 
belong  to  that  rank  in  society  which  gives 
much  alteutiou  to  the  education  of  its  off* 
spring,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  when 
the  importance  of  this  practice,  simple  as  it 
appears  to  he,  is  understood,  it  will  bo 
omitted  or  neglected.  The  only  danger  i?, 
that  when  servants  are  entrusted  to  manage. 


position,  all  its  parts  on  one  side  of  the  ,  they  will  neglect  it,  for  it  is  the  practice  of 


body  will  be  equal  to  the  simiiar  parts  on 
the  other,  and  the  head  must  and  will  be 
erect  upon  the  spine,  for  it  is  quite  impos- 
sible that  it  should  be  otherwise,  while  the 
body  and  all  its  members  are  held  iu  the 
manner  that  has  beeu  described. 

When  the  child  is  familiarised  to  this 
position,  and  is  able  to  stand  iu  it  for  s'tne 
timp,  say  a  niiuule  or  more,  let  her  stand 
upon  the  lice  with  her  heels  close  together, 


ignorance  to  neglect  or  despise  what  ap> 
peaia  to  he  simple  :  the  authority  of  pa- 
rents to  compel  the  proper  use  of  tins  prac- 
tice, while  it  is  a  novelty,  ought  to  enforce 
it,  and  when  its  eiiVcts  have  once  been  seen, 
its  evident  utility  will  recommend  itself. 

The  child,  when  instructed  to  walk  in 
this  manner,  should  be  directed  to  look  at 
its  feet,  and  *va  that  it  places  the  in- 
side of  each  foot  exactly  even  with  the  out- 
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side  of  the  line;  when  the  habit  of  doing 
this  is  obtained,  she  will,  in  consequence, 
have  obtained  the  power  of  standing  firm 
upon  both  or  either  of  her  feet,  and  of  walk* 
ing  evenly  and  firmly.  Whoever  walks 
well,  will  likewise  be  able  to  run  or  per- 
form any  other  muscular  action  well ;  and 
thus  all  to  whom  this  practice  is  reudered 
familiarrerv  early  in  life,  will  have  laid  a 
solid  foundation  for  the  management  of  their 
persons  in  the  more  advanced  periods, 
when  their  time  and  attention  should  be 
directed  to  objects  of  a  different  nature 
Some  objections,  which  have  little  real  im- 
portance, may  be  made  to  beginning  this 
practice  so  early  in  life,  because  it  may  be 
said  that  it  will  fatigue  the  child's  attention, 
and  it  may  be  added,  that  it  might  be  learned 
equally  well  at  a  later  period ;  and  if  the 
old  prejudice  is  revered,  it  may  be  said, 
that  it  will  be  better  to  let  Nature,  as  it  is 
called,  take  its  course.  To  all  this,  the 
plain  answer  that  ought  to  be  given  is,  that 
it  requires  no  mental  exertion  in  the  pupil 
to  practise  this  exercise ;  it  occasions  no 
restraint  or  uneasiness.  As  children  must 
have  exercise  to  keep  them  in  health,  it 
will  be  better  for  them  to  use  this  exercise, 
which  mast  have  a  beneficial  effect,  and 
which  may  be  so  managed  as  to  have 
much  the  character  of  amusement,  and  will 
be  better  than  to  have  them  run  about 
in  what  has,  erroneously,  been  called  the 
natural  way.  Persons  who  talk  in  this  man- 
ner will  be  surprised  to  learn,  that  for  hu- 
man beings  there  is  no  natural  way  of  mov- 
ing about:  all  practise  locomotion,  but 
every  class  of  beings  move  in  a  way  that  is 
dictated  by  the  habits  they  have  acquired, 
and  differ  so  much  from  each  other,  that 
there  is  no  resemblance  between  them, 
more  than  the  simple  fact  that  they  all  move 
themselves,  by  some  inherent  power,  from  ] 
one  place  to  another.  The  country  labourer 
walks  in  one  manner  ;  the  labouring  artisan 
in  another,  and  the  gentlemau  in  a  way 
that  differs  from  either  of  the  preceding. 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 


TREATMENT  OF  PHTHISIS  BY  SMuXINC 
BELLADONNA. 

Professor  Carveiliitfr  has  lately  used 
the  belladonna  in  phthisis  with  great  suc- 
cess, in  the  following  manner  :  the  fresh 
leaves  were  infused  in  a  strong  solution  of 
opium,  and  then  dried  up  like  tobacco  ;  the 
patients  be^an  by  smoking  two  pipes  a  day, 
und  the  quantity  was  gradually  increased  to 
six  pipes.    In  severul  cases  of  confirmed 


phthisis  the  cough  became  leas  frequent  and 
violent,  the  pain  and  irritation  of  the  larynx 
subsided,  the  dyspnoea  disappeared,  the  ex- 
pectoration diminished,  and  became  less 
troublesome,  the  profuse  nocturnal  sweats, 
the  heat  and  febrile  excitement,  became  less, 
and  the  disease  seemed  to  be  completely 
arrested . — Nouv.  MM.  Medic. 


ON  THE  EXTRACTION  OP  A  MILK-TOOTH 
WITH  THE  CAPSULE  OP  A  PERMANENT 
TOOTH. 

M.  Oudet  lately  communicated  to  the 
Acadcmie  Royale  do  Medecine  the  case  of  a 
child  of  five  years  and  eight  months,  in 
which,  on  extracting  the  second  molar  tooth 
of  the  lower  jaw,  the  capsule  of  the  perma- 
nent tooth  was  extracted.  It  was  between 
the  roots  of  the  tooth,  but  not  attached  to 
them,  and  its  external  tubercle  was  almost 
complete.  It  seems  that  there  is  no  danger 
of  this  accident  in  extracting  the  incisor 
and  canine  milk-teeth,  the  capsule  of  which 
lies  behind  the  simple  roots,  while  that  of 
bicuspids  and  molar  teetb  is  situated  between 
the  roots  of  the  milk-teeth ;  even  in  the 
latter  case  the  capsule  of  the  secondary 
tooth  is  so  very  seldom  extracted,  that  the 
possibility  of  this  accident  has  been  altoge- 
ther denied.  It  is  at  all  events  not  sufficient 
to  deter  the  practitioner  from  extracting  a 
milk  tooth,  whenever  caries,  oblique  po- 
rition,  &c,  render  it  necessary. — Mullet,  des 
Sc.  Med. 


REMARKABLE  CASE  OF  STONE  IN  THE 
BLADDER. 

The  subject  of  this  observation  is  a  young 
Sicilian,  who  from  his  infancy  exhibited 
symptoms  of  stone  in  the  bladder  ;  in  his 
ninth  year  he  was  examined  by  Dr.  Assalini, 
who  found  a  stone  of  considerable  size,  and 
accordingly  proposed  lithotomy ;  but  when 
about  to  perform  it,  the  stone  could  not  be 
found,  and  the  operation  was  put  oft*.  From 
this  time  the  patient  suffered  much,  during 
eight  years,  from  chronic  cystitis,  strangury 
and  ischury  ;  he  became  much  emaciated, 
&c,  till  he  was  at  last  presented  to  M. 
Portal,  who  found  him  almost  in  a  dying 
state,  a  large  abscess  having  formed  in 
the  perinasuin  from  infiltrated  urine.  An 
incision  was  immediately  made  into  the 
tumour,  from  which  with  the  urine  a  stone 
of  the  size  of  a  bean  was  removed.  The 
wound  became  gangrenous  to  a  very  great 
extent ;  but  at  last  healed.  M.  Portal  now- 
examined  the  bladder  very  carefully,  aud 
having  convinced  himself  of  the  presence 
of  a  very  large  stone,  decided  upon  per- 
forming the  high  operation  without  any 
further  delay.  The  stone  was  fouud  at- 
tached to  the  upper  part  of  the  bladder,  and 
when  it  was  with  some  difficulty  extracted* 
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»  portion  of  bard  fibrous  membrane  was  ad- 

lierent  to  it.  The  stone  hsd  an  uneven  sur- 
face, was  yellow,  very  hard,Jit/*  inches  long, 
and  two  inches  and  a  half  thick,  it  weighed  Jive 
ounces  and  a  half,  and  consisted  of  cystic 
oxyde,  uric  and  oxalic  acid,  and  animal 
substance.  On  examining  the  bladder,  which 
was  very  large,  a  round  stone  of  the  size 
of  a  filbert  was  found,  and  easily  extracted. 
The  day  after  the  operation  the  patient  was 
greatly  exhausted,  but  the  fever  was  mo- 
derate; the  urine  passed  through  the  urethra, 
tec.  On  the  tlurd  day  the  wound  had  sud- 
denly taken  a  gangrenous  appearance,  and 
on  the  sixth  day  a  large  eschar  had  formed, 
which  being  easily  removed,  was  found  to 
communicate  with  the  cavity  in  the  bladder ; 
from  which  there  was  also  thrown  ofT  a  large 
portion  of  gangrenous  membrane,  containing 
a  small  stone.  From  this  time  the  wound 
roassumed  a  healthy  appearance,  and  within 
two  months  the  patient  had  perfectly  re- 
covered.— Esculapio. 


SINOULAU  ACTION  OF  ARSENIC  ACID  ON 
SEVERAL  SORTS  OF  SUGAR. 

A  solution  of  the  arsenic  acid  and  com- 
mon sugar  being  mixed,  the  fluid,  after  a  few 
hours,  assumes  a%  beautiful  purple  colour, 
resembling  that  of  raspberry  syrup ;  if  in- 
stead of  common  sugar  that  of  starch  is  used, 
the  same  colour,  but  somewhat  brighter,  is 
produced  ;  the  sugar  of  milk  assumes  a  red- 
dish brown  colour ;  manna  becomes  of  a  brick 
colour ;  diabetic  sugar  and  the  saccharine 
principle  of  oil,  as  well  us  gum  and  pure 
starch,  are  not  changed  at  all  by  the  arsenic 
acid.  Caustic  potash  and  ammonia,  have 
no  power  of  destroying  the  colour  of  the 
above-mentioned  liquids  ;  nitric  and  muriatic 
acids  render  it  brighter ;  sulphuric  acid 
changes  it  into  a  dark  brown  colour. — 
Schxoeigger's  Jahrbucher. 


DIVISION  OF  IRREGULARLY  UNITED  FRAC- 
TURE OF  THE  THIGH-BOW,,  AND  PER- 
FECT RECOVERY  OF  THE  LIMB. 

A  child,  about  five  years  of  age,  broke  his 
left  thigh,  three  inches  below  the  great 
trochanter;  in  consequence  either  of  neg- 
lect or  bod  treatment,  the  fragments  united 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  a  ri^lit  an^le, 
the  lower  portion  of  the  limb  being  turned 
inwards  and  upwards.  The  child  being 
thus  entirely  deprived  of  th:i  use  of  his  limb, 
was,  thirteen  weeks  after  the  fracture, 
brought  to  Dr.  Wasserfuhr,  of  Stettin,  who 
found  t!ie  callus  so  perfectly  consolidated, 
that  nothing  could  be  expected  from  exten- 
sion or  bandages.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  artificial  fracture  of  the  limb 
was  proposed,  as  the  only  means  of  re- 


moving the  deformity,  which  was  indeed  so 
great,  that  amputation  would  have  been 
better,  than  leaving  it  in  such  a  condition. 
The  chances  which  this  method  offered, 
were  very  doubtful ;  an  artificial  fracture  of 
the  calms  scarcely  appeariug  practicable, 
even  in  case  it  should  be  possible  to  apply 
mechanical  violence  sufficient  to  break  the 
bone,  without  materially  hurting  the  soft 
parts.  It  having  been  found,  on  repeated 
examination,  that  the  callus,  from  its  thick- 
ness, had  pushed  the  muscles  towards  the 
anterior  and  posterior  surface  of  the  limb, 
Dr.  Wasserfuhr  thought  it  would  be  possi- 
ble to  lay  it  bare,  by  a  transverse  division  of 
the  soft  parts  over  it,  and  then  to  saw  through 
the  bone  sufficiently  for  it  to  break  at 
the  place  where  it  was  necessary,  without 
any  great  violence,  lor  this  purpose,  he 
had  a  truncated  pyramid  made  of  wood, 
which,  being  fixed  with  its  base  on  a  board, 
might  support  the  concave  part  of  the 
callus,  so  that,  on  forcibly  depressing  the  two 
extremities  of  the  bone,  it  might  break  at 
the  place  where  it  had  been  broken  before. 
Having  communicated  this  plan  to  several 
of  his  colleagues,  it  was  carried  into  execu- 
tion on  the  9th  of  January,  1821.  A  trans- 
verse incision  having  been  made  through 
the  skin  and  muscles  over  the  callus,  the 
soft  parts  were  pushed  upwards  and  down- 
wards as  much  as  possible,  so  that  the 
callus  was  laid  bare,  sufficiently  for  the  ap- 
plication of  the  saw.  One-third  of  the 
callus  having  been  sawn  through,  the 
wooden  pyramid  was  placed  in  its  concave 
angle  ;  but  the  attempt  which  was  then  made 
to  break  the  bone  having  failed,  the  opera- 
tor was  obliged  to  apply  the  saw  a  second 
time,  after  which  the  hone  easily  broke  over 
the  pyramid.  The  operation  lasted  only 
about  five  minutes ;  very  little  blood  was 
lost,  and  fracturing  the  bone  appeared  to 
cause  much  less  pain  than  the  pressure  of 
the  pyramid  on  the  soft  parts.  The  re- 
covery, after  the  operation,  was  very  tedi- 
ous ;  *  the  limb  was  carefully  kept  in  a 
'  straight  position  ;  an  abundant  suppuration 
took  place  at  the  wound ;  excoriations  and 
ulcers  formed  from  the  pressure  of  the 
bandage  ;  and  large  abscesses  formed  arouud 
the  wound,  which  had  a  torpid  ccdematous 
appearance,  till,  at  last,  several  pieces  of 
bono  exfoliated,  after  which  the  cure  pro- 
ceeded very  rapidly. 

On  the  ninetieth  day  after  tho  operation, 
the  apparatus  was  removed  for  the  first 
time;  complete  re -union  had  taken  place; 
the  new  callus  hud  acquired  perfect  solidity, 
and  the  limb  was  in  a  straight  line.  Within 
a  short  time,  the  little  patient  endeavoured 
to  stand  and  to  walk,  and  has  now  acquired 
tha  nee  of  the  limb  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
leave  hardly  any  trace  of  the  previous  de- 
formity,— Rust's  JMagaiin, 


■ 
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HOPITAL  BEAVJON. 

The  stone  patient  whose  ense  wp  reported 
io  our  lost  Number,  died  on  the  third  day 
after  the  operation,  apparently  with  all  the 
symptoms  of  violent  peritonitis;  on  exa- 
mination of  the  body,  the  abdominal  cavity 
was  found  filled  with  purulent  serum,  the 
intestines  adherent  to  one  another  by  false 
membranes,  and  the  peritoneum  injected 
and  thickened  ;  the  superior  wound  of  the 
bladder  extended  from  the  fundus  almost  to 
the  prostate  gland  ;  its  pnrietes  were  very 
firm  nnd  considerably  thickened  ;  its  mus- 
cular membrane  was  of  n  fungous  appear- 
ance and  livid  colour.  The  perineal  incision 
comprehended  the  skin,  the  sphincter  ani, 
the  anterior  part  of  the  rectum  to  the  extent 
of  an  inch  above  the  sphincter,  the  lower 
part  of  the  bladder,  the  prostate  gland,  and 
that  portion  of  the  urethra  which  is  sur- 
rounded by  it.  The  neck  of  the  bladder 
was  thickened  and  very  firm  ;  the  prostatic 
portion  of  the  urethra  exhibited  a  large 
dilatation,  corresponding  with  the  size  and 
form  of  the  stone,  no  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt  of  its  having  been  firmly*  lodged  there. 
The  cellular  tissue  surrounding  the  bludder 
was  infiltrated  with  a  purulent  matter  of 
urinous  smell,  the  ureters  were  enlarged,  tho 
kidneys  softened  and  atrophic  ;  their  calices 
nnd  pelves  at  least  six  times  their  usual  size. 


HOTEL  DIEU. 

FALSE  ANEURISM  OP  THE  BRACHIAL 
A  HTEKY. 

T.  Augusts,  »tat.  32,  having  been  ad- 
mitted on  account  of  cerebral  congestion, 
W8S  several  times  bled  ;  in  one  of  these 
bleedings  the  brachial  artery  beino;  opened, 
a  great  quantity  of  blood  was  effused  under 
the  fascia  of  the  forearm  ;  the  haemorrhage 
was  arrested  by  compression,  the  extrava- 
Bated  blood  began  to  be  absorbed,  and  the 
wound  of  the  vein  completely  heated.  Six 
weeks  after  the  accident,  the  absorption 
appeared  to  make  no  further  progress  ;  the 
tumour  was  then  of  the  size  of  an  eg'',  and 
had  an  obscure  pulsation,  which  ceased 
altogether  when  the  arm  was  held  in  u  state 
of  extension,  or  when  the  brachial  artery 
was  compres.-ed.  The  movements  of  the 
arm  being  considerably  impeded  by  the 
aneurisms!  tumour,  M.  Dii:mvtrcn  decided 
upon  tying  the  brachial  artery  at  the  infe- 
rior third  of  the  upper  arm.  The  operation 
was  performed  in  tho  fallowing  manner.  The 
arm  bring  kept  extended,  a  longitudinal 
incision,  two  inches  in  length,  was  nude  over 


the  internal  margin  of  the  biceps,  through 

the  skin  and  aponeurosis  ;  on  raising  the. 
edge  of  the  biceps,  the  artery  and  n«ve  be- 
came visible,  and  M.Dopuytren  was  going  4o 
separate  the  median  nerve  from  the  veaael  by 
means  of  a  jirobe,  when  the  patient  fainted, 
and  the  arterial  pulsation  having  completely 
disappeared,  the  further  progress  of  the 
operation  was  arrested,  until  after  about  half 
au  hour,  when  he  recovered  his  senses,  aud 
the  puliation  of  the  artery  returned  ;  it  was 
now  readily  isolated  end  tied  in  the  usual 
manner.  The  pulsation  in  the  tumour  and 
of  the  radial  artery  immediately  disappeared, 
and  the  temperature  of  the  arm  became 
somewhat  lower,  but  increased  again  after 
a  few  hours.  On  the  next  day  slight  erysi- 
pelas appeared  round  the  wound,  and  the 
patient  was  somewhat  feverish,  but  the 
tumour  had  collapsed,  the  temperature  of 
the  arm  was  natural,  the  pulse  at  the  wrist 
could  be  distinctly  felt,  and  the  movements 
of  the  arm  were  perfectly  free.  In  about  a 
week  the  wound  had  healed,  and  the  patient 
was  discharged  cured. — La  Clinique. 


GLASGOW  ROYAL  INFIRMARY, 

Frtdat,  January  2,  1829.  On  entering 
the  Hospital  to-day,  we  found  n  notice  of 

an  operation,"  which,  from  the  rarenese 
of  its  occurrence  for  some  weeks  past, 
was  by  no  means  unwelcome.  On  arriv- 
ing in  the  operating  theatre,  the  benches 
were,  as  usual,  already  occupied,  but  the 
gentlemen  seemed  to  have  hastened  them- 
selves thither,  quicker  than  occasion  re- 
quired ;  for,  after  waiting  patiently  more 
than  half  an  hour,  and  depriving  ourselves  of 
the  opport unity  of  profiting  by  the  phy- 
sicians' visit  to  their  patients,  no  ope- 
rator made  his  appearance.  At  length, 
after  much  nrti  e  by  seme  of  the  less  judi- 
cious and  impatient  part  of  the  audience, 
Mr.  Cowan  entered,  and  told  us,  "  that  a 
minute's  time  was  really  not  his  own,  and  it 
certainly  was  only  an  occasion  of  an  urgent 
nature,  which  could  detain  J)r.  Couper  from 
the  hospital."  He  concluded  by  hoping, 
"  that  such  disturbance  would  not  be  re- 
peated, of  the  impropriety  of  which,  all  of 
us,  on  consideration,  could  not  but  be  con- 
vinced." 1  was  sorry  to  see  Mr.  Cowan  pass 
over  this  occurrence  so  lightly,  which  hap- 
pens but  too  repeatedly,  and  which  cannot 
but  be  both  annoving  and  hurtful  to  many  of 
the  patients  in  the  neighbouring  ward 4.  It 
ought  at  once  to  be  decidedly  cheeked.  Dr. 
Couper  shortly  afterwards  arrive  d,  and  per- 
formed the  opcrali'jn.  The  case  was  as  fol- 
lows:—" 


Digitized  by  Google 


STRANGULATED  HERNIA. 


ej.i 


A  woman,  aged  31,  was  admitted  Decern- !  recovered,  he  began  to  complain  of  pain  in 
ber  -27,  with  a  tumour  situated  over  the ,  his  groin  and  scrotum,  lie  was  bled  to  30 
right  eyebrow,  of  the  size  of  a  horse-bean,  ounces,  and  au  attempt  made  to  reduce  the 
toft  spongy  feel,  and  purple  colour.  Blood  hernia  by  the  taxis,  but  without  success.  A 
was  occasionally  discharged  from  its  sur-  consultation  wos  called,  which  met  et  two, 
face.  There  was  another  situated  imrae-  p.m.  Ordered  the  patient  to  be  pot  into 
diately  above  the  fonncr,  but  mote  flattened,  i  die  warm  bath,  to  be  hied  ad  deliquiian,  and 
and  firmer.  The  skin  covering  it  was  nearly  \  another  attempt  made  to  reduce  the  stran- 
of  a  natural  colour,  hut  superiorly,  to  the  ex- .  gulated  gut.  Thirty  ounces  of  blood  were 
tent  of  half  an  inch,  it  was  of  a  dark  brown  \  again  taken,  and  when  the  patient  became 


colour,  and  around  its  margin  there  were 
three  hard  small  tubercles,  and  over  the 
external  canthus.  one  still  smaller.    It  was 


faint,  ho  was  removed  fioui  the  bath,  and 
the  taxis  tried,  hut  without  success. 
Mr.  Cowan,  under  whose  care  the  patient 


tender  when  pressed,  end  moved  freely  was  placed,  now  entered  the  operation-room, 
under  the  skin.  The  disease  was  of  long  and  told  the  students,  who  were  waiting  in 
standing;  but  for  two  months  previous  to  [  the  expecta'.ion  of  an  operation,  "  that  it 
her  admission,  the  ri^ht  parotid  gland  had  was  the  opinion  of  the  consultation,  from  an 
become  affected,  and  was  occasionally  sub-  enema  having  produced  two  slimy  aud  scy- 


ject  to  severe  gnawing  pain.  The  patient's 
health  was  good.  The  diseased  substance 
wjis  removed  with  the  scalpel,  and  a  piece 
of  lint  inserted  in  the  wound.  No  attempt 
was  made  to  draw  its  ed_fes  together,  which, 


balous  stools,  that  the  operation  should  be 
postponed.  In  the  meantime,  SO  leech eR 
would  be  applied  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
abdomen,  and  six  ounces  of  the  infusion  of 
senna  given,  with  three  of  sulphate  of  mag- 


fro  tn  its  proximity  to  the  upper  eyelid,  |  uesia,  in  divided  doses."   He  also  informed 


would  very  probably  have  produced  la^oph- 
thalmos. 

After  the  patient  had  left  the  theatre, 
Dr.  Couper  handed  the  diseased  substauce 
to  the  students,  remarking,  "  that  he  found 
same  difficulty  in  giving  the  disease  a  name, 
that  he  was  afraid  it  was  of  a  malignant  na- 
ture, and  only  remembered  one  ease  which 


us,  •'  that  the  consultation  would  again 
meet  at  7,  p.m.,  when  he  would  have  an  op- 
portunity of  acquainting  us  with  their  reso. 
lution." 

Seven,  p.m.  By  this  time  a  considerable 
number  of  students  had  assembled*  The 
patient  was  found  restless,  still  complain- 
ing of  severe  pain,  and  although  the  tumour 


it  resembled.  In  that  case  the  turn  ur  was !  at  its  lower  part  was  softer,  its  firmness  sn- 
situated  immediately  under  the  skin  on  the  J  periorly  had  increased.     The  hiocop  was 


abdomen,  and  shortly  after  its  removal, 
although  the  wound  healed  kindly,  hardened 
strings  were  found  extending  towards  the 

ft  O 

glands  in  the  axilla.  The  case  ultimately 
terminated  fatally."  The  disease  in  the 
present  instance  presented  scarcely  any  ap- 
pearance of  scirrhus,  and  was  confined  to 
the  skin.    The  patient  has  been  doing  well. 


ST  It  A  NO  Ut.  AT  ED  IILRNIA. 

P.  M.,  a^ed  JO,  was  admitted  on  the 
same  day  that  the  operation  was  performed 
on  the  prt  ceding  patient,  with  an  inguinal 
hernia  of  the  ri^ht  side.  It  was  larger  than 
a  man's  fist,  extenuiug  along  the  course  of 
the  inguinal  cannl,  and  was  firm,  tense,  and 
painful.  The  abdomen  was  slightly  tympa- 
nitic. There  was  hiccup,  restlessness, 
nausea,  and  hot  skin,  hut  lie  did  not  com- 
plain of  thirst,  lie  had  vomited  twice,  and 
had  had  no  stool  for  21  hours.  His  pul.se 
was  84.  The  patient  said  he  had  been  sub- 
ject to  hernia  for  the  last  ten  years,  which, 
however,  had  never  been  larger  than  a 
stnull  walnut,  and  was  always  easily  re- 
duced, till  the  morning  of  his  aJmission, 

when,  after  drinking  freely,  he  was  attacked  j  is  the  first  instance,  of  the  operation  for 
by  three  men  on  his  way  home,  kicked,  and  strangulated  hernia  having  succeeded.  I  be- 
left  in  a  state  of  insensibility.    When  he  Here,  for  many  years,  in  this  Hospi'^'. 


also  more  severe.  The  operation  was  now 
resolved  on,  and  performed  in  the  common 
manner.  Ten  inches  of  intestine,  of  a  red 
colour,  were  found  strangulated.  The  stric- 
ture was  situated  at  the  external  ring,  and 
was  divided  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper's  knife  ; 
but  the  edge  of  the  transverse  muscle  pre- 
sented another  obstacle  to  the  return  of  the 
gut,  which  it  was  also  found  necessary  to 
divide. 

5.  The  patient  had  passed  a  good  night, 
and  had  six  drachms  of  castor  oil  given  him, 
without  producing  a  stool.  There  had  been 
discharge  of  flatus. 

4.  Had  twelve  grains  of  Dover's  powder 
last  night  at  bedtime,  and  had  slept  well. 
Twenty-four  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
abdomen,  which  was  painful,  with  relief. 
His  pulse  was  90.  Oue  ounce  of  castor  oil 
was  ordered  to  be  taken  immediately,  and 
in  the  evening  Dover's  powder  to  be  re- 
peated. 

.*").  Had  passed  a  good  niiilit,  with  less 
pain  than  yesterday.  Pulse  84,  and  wound 
adhering  throughout.  Ten  ounces  of  blood 
were  ordered  to  he  taken  from  the  arm,  and 
Dover's  powder  to  he.  given  at  bedtime. 
10.  This  patient  is  now  convalescent,  and 
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WOUND  OF  THE  ARM — AMPUTATION. 


LACERATED  WOUND  OF  THK  ABM,  AMPU- 
TATION* AND  DEATH. 

J  as.  M'Corraick,  aged  14,  was  admitted 
on  the  14th  Not.  with  a  lacerated  wound  of 
tbe  left  arm.  Above  the  elbow  there  was  n 
wound  dividing  tbe  integuments,  and  ex- 


the  sloughing  integuments  of  the  fore-arm, 
was  enlarged  to  relieve  the  tension.  Ano- 
ther was  also  made  through  the  integuments 
of  the  palm.  The  puUe  was  98,  of  tolerable 
strength.  Wounds  to  be  dressed  with  cam- 
phorated oil ;  a  poultice  to  be  applied  and 
renewed  every  fourth  hour ;  turpentine  to 


tending  completely  round  the  arm,  except-  j  the  hand,  and  common  enema  immediately, 
ing  one  small  space  on  the  posterior  part.  The  wine  was  also  continued. 


From  the  inside  of  the  elbow,  there  was 
another  wound  stretching  upwards,  and  join- 
ing the  former*  The  skin  was  also  detsched 
from  the  fascia  covering  the  lower  third  of 
the  humerus,  and  the  whole  extent  of  the 
anteiior  part  of  the  fore-arm,  to  within 
three  inches  of  the  wrist.  On  drawing 
aside  this  flap  of  skin,  the  flexor  muscles 
were  seen  bruised  and  separated  from  each 
other.  The  finger  could  be  passed  along  tbe 
bones  between  the  muscles  for  several 
inches,  and  one  of  the  muscles  was  hanging 
out  of  the  wound,  lacerated  and  detached, 
adhering  only  by  a  small  nervous  filament. 
Neither  of  the  principal  vessels  of  the  fore- 
arm appeared  to  be  injured,  but  there  was  a 
very  copious  discharge  of  blood  from  the 
cutaneous  vessels,  two  of  which  had  to  be 
tied.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought 
together  by  stitches  and  adhesive  plaster, 
and  a  bandage  applied  over  all.  He  was  or- 
dered an  anodyne  draught. 

16.  The  dressings  were  removed,  and  the 
lacerated  integuments  on  the  outer  side  of 
the  fore-arm  and  arm  looked  healthy,  re- 
taining their  natural  appearances,  and  were 
of  a  natural  heat;  but  those  on  the  inner, 
though  neither  cold  nor  destitute  of  sensa- 
tion, were  of  a  livid  appearance.  Hia 
bowels  were  open  from  some  castor  oil  that 
he  had  been  ordered  on  the  day  previous, 
and  his  pulse  120.  The  hand  of  the  affected 
arm  was  swollen. 

17.  Dressings  were  a  second  time  re- 
moved, and  the  appearances  of  the  wound 
nearly  the  same,  with  the  exception  of  one 
small  space,  about  the  size  of  half-a-crown, 
on  the  anterior  part  of  the  fore-arm,  which 
had  assumed  a  dark  and  gangrenous  appear- 
ance. The  hand  still  continued  swollen  ; 
the  little  finger  had  become  livid  and  cold  ; 
pulse  120,  and  bowels  open. 

18.  The  integuments  on  the  inner  side  of 
the  fore-arm  felt  cold,  livid,  and  destitute 
of  sensation,  or,  if  the  elegant  phraseology 
of  the  case  book  may  be  employed,  they  icere 
senseltss.  Wound  to  be  dressed  with  cam- 
phorated oil,  and  cloths  dipped  in  oil  of 
turpeutine  to  be  applied  to  the  baud.  Four 
ounces  of  wine  were  alio  ordered. 

19.  Sloughing  was  found  to  have  extended 
to  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  fore-arm,  and 
the  palm  of  the  hand  was  tense  and  crepi- 
tating when  pressed.  The  inflammation  had 
also  extended  upwards.   A  free  incision, 


which  had  been  made  the  day  before  through  were  healthy 


20.  The  hand  was  cold  and  livid,  although 
the  wound  was  discharging  better  pus.  There 
was  some  slight  separation  of  sloughy  mat- 
ter.   Slept  tolerably. 

21.  The  mortification  having  extended, 
all  further  attempts  to  save  the  arm  were 
abandoned.  It  was,  therefore,  amputated 
by  the  circular  method,  three  inches  be- 
neath the  head  of  the  humerus.  To  have  an 
anodyne  ;  wine  and  full  diet  to  be  omitted. 

24.  Dressings  removed  ;  the  parts  were 
not  united,  but  discharged  healthy  pus. 

26.  Again  removed.  The  face  of  the 
stump  was  covered  with  healthy  granula- 
tions. The  fever  was  moderate,  and  his 
bowels  open. 

Dec.  4.  The  stump  looking  well,  but  he 
had  several  rigours  duriug  the  two  preceding 
days,  with  cough,  but  there  were  no  symp- 
toms of  any  local  disease.  His  appetite  was 
also  bad. 

5.  He  had  had  several  rigours,  and  also 
complained  of  pain  in  the  left  hypochon- 
drium,  aggravated  by  cough  and  inspiration. 
His  pulse  was  120  and  feeble  ;  was  thirsty, 
and  felt  no  inclination  to  eat.  The  emplas- 
trom  lytta;  was  ordered  to  be  applied  to  the 
pained  part. 

6.  The  stuiip  looked  well ;  be  had  had  no 
return  of  the  rigours,  and  although  the  pain 
was  relieved  on  the  left,  he  complained  of 
much  uneasiness  in  his  right  side.  His 
pulse  was  120,  of  better  strength.  The 
emplastrum  lytUe  was  ordered  to  the  right 
side,  and,  to  relieve  the  cough,  the  niucilu- 
ginous  mixture. 

8.  Still  complained  of  pain  over  the  right 
side  of  his  thorax,  accompanied  with  cough. 
His  respiration  was  quick;  pulse  120, 
and  feeble.  He  was  ordered  a  grain  of  ca- 
lomel, aud  half  a  grain  of  opium  every  fourth 
hour.  The  emplastrum  lyttre  to  right  side, 
and  to  omit  the  draught. 

He  gradually  declined  in  strength,  and 
died  on  the  13th.  There  were  eight  ounces 
of  sero- purulent  fluid  found  in  each  side  of 
the  thorax,  and  the  pleura,  lining  the  poste- 
rior part  of  the  lungs,  was  covered  with 
lymph.  The  half  of  each  lung  was  consoli- 
dated, and  apparently  unfit  for  respiration. 
When  cut  into,  they  presented  numerous 
irregularities  of  a  yellowish  colour,  sur- 
rounded by  indurated  portions,  circum- 
scribed in  some  places,  in  others,  passing 
into  a  healthy  structure.  The  other  viscera 
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KOYAL  INFIRMARY  FOR  CHILDREN. 

To  thi  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Unwilling  as  I  am  to  prolong  the 
discussion  of  a  subject,  which  has  already 
occupied  so  much  Bpace  in  the  pages  of  your 
journal,  yet  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  attempt 
the  removal  of  every  erroneous  impression 
which  might  be  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  a  public  charity. 

In  alluding  to  the  letter  of  "  One  of  the 
Monthly  Committee,"  of  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary, I  wish  not  to  withhold  my  entire  belief 
in  his  anxiety  for  its  prosperity,  however  I 
may  regret  that  the  mode  he  has  adopted  is 
so  subversive  of  the  desired  end.  It  is  a 
manifest  injustice  to  come  forward  before 
the  public  with  one  sweeping  charge  of  neglect 
against  a  whole  medical  establishment.  If 
such  be  allowed,  it  must  lay  an  icy  finger  on 
that  professional  enthusiasm  and  labour, 
which,  for  their  reward,  look  equally  towards 
a  consciousness  of  the  performance  of  a 
philanthropic  duty,  and  the  guerdon  of  a 
merited  praise.  But  when  such  charge  is 
grounded  on  circumstances  erroneously  re- 
ported, on  a  case  from  which  false  inferences 
may  be  drawn  prejudicial  to  the  professional 
reputation  of  the  Infirmary,  he  is  a  tacit 
enemy  to  charity  who  shrinks  from  a  reply. 

It  happens,  Sir,  that  on  the  Friday,  when 
the  author  of  the  letter  writes,  "  No  phy- 
sician, no  surgeon,"  my  own  notes,  and  the 
evidence  of  our  House  Surgeon  testify  my 
having  been  at  my  post ;  but  the  child  not 
being  a  patient  of  ray  own,  was  not  brought 
to  me,  in  submission  to  that  sort  of  profes- 
sional etiquette,  which  custom  has  so 
strangely  established  ;  but  which,  in  a  prac- 
tical sense  was,  1  am  convinced,  productive 
of  no  evil  in  this  case. 

It  was  unfortuuate  that  an  unforeseen 
hemorrhagic  tendency  should  have  inter- 
vened after  the  incision  of  the  gums  ;  but 
we  have  many  instances  (when  such  a  state 
of  the  vascular  system  exists,)  of  a  fatal 
result  from  the  extraction  of  a  tooth,  or  even 
from  n  much  slighter  lesion.  That  the  im- 
putation of  mala  praxis  should  attach  by 
inference  to  the  treatment  of  the  gum,  is 
most  unwarrantable.  We  are  told  a  ligature 
was  applied  to  the  gum  for  the  suppression 
of  hemorrhage  ;  the  excessive  irritation  pro- 
duced by  such  a  mode,  may  be  at  least  as 
fairly  adduced  as  the  cause  of  death,  as  the 
slight  oosing  from  the  incised  gum. 

I  impeach  not  the  practice  of  the  surgeon, 
whose  name  does  not  appear,  nor  is  it  here 
I  would  discuss  its  propriety  ;  but  it  is,  at 
least,  an  illustration  of  the  line— 

"  lncidit  in  Scyllam  qui  vult  vitare  Cha- 
rybdim." 


Sir,  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  Children,  has 
had  to  contend  with  almost  overwhelming 
difficulties,  which  I  should  not  be  justified 
in  relating.  By  the  labours  of  philanthropy, 
and  mainly,  I  would  add,  by  the  exertions 
of  its  excellent  treasurer,  a  heavy  building 
debt  has  been  most  materially  reduced,  and 
a  plan  for  its  ultimate  liquidation  matured. 
It  is  now  shaking  off  the  trammels  which 
have  cramped  its  energies ;  it  will  provo 
that  the  bruised  reed  will  not  be  broken. 
As  the  intimate  colleague  of  the  lamented 
founder  of  that  Institution,  which  I  have 
made  for  more  than  eight  years  my  most 
interesting  field  of  comparative  study,  I 
confess  I  cannot  look  with  indifference  on 
any  statement  calculated  to  injure  its  inter- 
ests, or  to  cast  the  slightest  stigma  on  those 
who  deserve  it  not.  The  letter  states  that 
since  Dr.  Davis's  death,  the  attendance  of 
the  medical  officers  has  been  less  constant." 
Sir,  I  challenge  the  proof  of  this  assertion : 
I  fearlessly  challenge  the  proof  of  any  dere- 
liction of  my  duty,  during  the  years  of  my 
professional  attachment  to  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary. 

On  these  feelings,  Sir,  I  ground  my 
apology  for  thus  troubling  you,  and  I  must 
yet  beg  to  rectify  a  slight  error  in  our  letter 
of  the  29th  ultimo.  In  the  resolution  of 
the  Committee  regarding  the  signature  of 
the  names  of  the  medical  officers,  an  insertion 
of  the  time  of  arriving  at,  and  of  departing 
from,  the  Infirmary,  is  not  required. 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

Walter  C.  Dendy. 
Upper  Stamford-st.  Dec.  5,  1829. 

P.S.— The  insertion  of  a  second  letter 
from  Mr.  Wood  in  The  Lancet  of  the  17th 
inst.,  renders  it  essential  that  I  should  add 
a  very  brief  postscript  to  my  letter,  the 
omission  of  which  you  acknowledged  in  the 
above  Number. 

In  the  letter  of  the  medical  officers,  the 
defence  against  a  charge  of  neglect  on  their 
parts,  referred  to  their  practical,  and  not  to 
their  political  duties. 

My  first  h'tler  will  rectify  t!io  error  which 
Mr.  Wood  has  repeated  in  his  second  allusion 
to  the  case  of  Eliza  Cole.  It  will  also  evince 
my  desire  to  have  acknowledged  a  slight 
mis-statement  of  the  Committee's  resolu- 
tion, contained  in  the  former  explanatory 
letter.  Regarding  this  resolution,  1  may 
probably  still  labour  under  some  imputation 
of  inconsistency. 

I  did  not  wish  to  oppose  the  resolution  in 
I  the  Committee,  and  even  expressed  myself 
not  unwilling  to  accede  to  its  mandates: 
at  the  same  time  candidly  staling,  that  (with 
the  sincerest  respect  for  its  members,  among 
whom  I  was  proud  to  rank  so  many  peisonal 
friends),  a  professional  delicacy  towards  my 
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eolloejues  wonld  prompt  me  to  obtain  their  I 
sentiments,  and  indeed,  their  acquiescence 
in  the  measure,  without  which  eu  individual 
signature  would  be  invidious  and  not  tend 
to  any  practical  advantage  tu  the  Institu- 
tion. 

In  justi6cation  of  this  feeling,  I  hesitate 
not  to  add,  that  were  the  interests  of  the 
Institution,  to  which  I  am  so  much  attached, 
endangered,  I  would  never  allow  profes- 
sional, or  even  private  friendship,  to  draw  me 
from  the  conscientious  discharge  of  public 
duty. 

Jan.  JO.  H.  C.  Dendy. 


ROYAL  INFIRMARY    FOR  CHILDREN. 

■ 

To  the  Editor  of 'Tub  Lancet. 

Sir,*—  In  my  answer  in  your  276th  num- 
ber, to  a  correspondent  iu  your  2?.>tb,  who 
signed  himself  "One  of  the  Committee," 
I  concluded  with  hoping  that  to  "the  next 
communication  he  favoured  you  with,  he 
would  have  the  courage  to  affix  his  name, 
oic."  This  hope  he  has  fulfilled,  for  in  No. 
281 ,  is  a  letter  from  him  subscribed  Charles 
Wood,  Poppio'e  Court,  Fleet  Stroet.  This, 
Sir,  is  as  it  should  be ;  it  is  open  a;>d  manly, 
and  like  a  true  Euglishroau.  But  to  the 
question  speaking  of  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  Committee,  ou  the  31st  of  March, 
1H2B,  relative  to  the  physicians  and  surgeons 
signing  their  names,  6cc,  iu  a  book,  Mr. 
Wood  observes,  **  they  have  toid  you,  Sir, 
in  their  letter,  that  the  motion  was  treated 
by  them  with  the  respect  it  deserved,"  viz., 
not  one  line  hat  ever  Iteen  written  in  the  book  by 
either  of  the  gentlemen.  In  answer  to  which 
1  beg  leave  to  say,  that  they  have  not  done 
bo  becuuse  they  considered  it,  (at  least  the 
majority  did)  as  derogatory  for  gentlemen, 
and  members  of  a  learned  profession,  to  be 
placed  on  a  level  with  minor  clerks  in  offices, 
qr  porters  in  a  warehouse*  and  this  feeling 
was  openly  aud  manfully  expressed  by  the 
junior  physician,  and  I  believe  by  the  senior 
surgeon  also,  at  the  general  ineetiug,  in 
May  The  register-book  of  the  house 

surgeon  is  a"  proper  book,"  though  Edward 
was  written,  in  a  hurry,  for  F.liza,  aud  though 
the  physician  and  surgeon  under  whoso 
names  patients  arc  entered,  may,  on  those 
days,  happen  to  be  absent.  Mr.  Wood  asks 
*•  Do  tlio  medical  officers  Btate  that  the 
mother  (of  Kliza  Cole)  did  not  attend  from 
eleven  o'clock  till  nearly  four  V  One  me- 
dical officer,  aud  he  presumes  to  consider 
himself  such,  will  state  that  no  mother  ever 
remained  at  the  Infirmary  from  eleven  till 
four.  New  patients  who  come  before  a 
quarter  to  twelve  are  always  prescribed  for 


land  furnished  with  medicines  by  the  house 
surgeon,  without  [delay. 

When  I  ottered  myself  to  the  notice  of 
the  Governors  of  tins  Infirmary,  it  was  in 
consequence  of  an  advertisement  headed 
thus:  "To  SrncEoxs,  Afotuecariks,  and 
Half-fay  Medical  Officers;"  my  "own 
proper  ofhee,"  therefore,  is  not  only  to  fur* 
nish  tho  patients  with  medicines,  but  to 
prescribe  for  them  in  the  absence  of  the 
pbysicisu  or  surgeon,  and  in  the  discbarge 
of  that  duty,  my  valued  friends  the  physicians 
and  my  no  less  valued  ftiend  the  senior 
surgeon,  as  well  as  the  relatives  of  tho  pa- 
tients, will,  I  am  sure,  most  readily  and 
willingly  acknowledge,  that  I  have  given 
them  full  and  entire  satisfaction* 
1  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

James  Woods  am. 

House  Surgeon. 
Royal  Infirmary,  Jan.  80,  1828. 

■    ' 

CHARITY  RODERICK. 

To  the  Editor  of  TnE  Lancet. 

Well,  an  the  fire  of  grace  fco  not  quite  eat  of  thee, 
now  shaft  tbou  be  moved.— 1st  l**rt  Henry  IY. 

Sir, — On  perusing  an  article  last  week,  m 
the  Excrescence,  on  your  late  trial  at  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  .  I  found  myself  in 
such  a  quagmire  of  bad  grammar,  ignorance, 
and  absurdity,  that  I  really  cannot  resist  the 
inclination  l  feel  to  solicit  the  attention  of 
tho  worthy  Editor  of  that  concern  to  a  few 
points,  which  certainly  would  never  be 
allowed  to  pass  current  in  a  schoolboy's 
exercise. 

We  are,  with  gravity,  informed,  near 
the  beginning  of  this  erer-to-be-admired 
article,  (for  there  are  no  less  than  from  14  to 
16  notes  of  admiration  m  it,)  that  "  they 
have  heard  it  said,  and  they  believe  it  to  bo 
the  general  feeling,  that  the  amount  of  da- 
mages  ought  to  have  been  larger;  but  that 
this  would  depend  entirely  on  the  light  in 
which  the  subject  is  viewed."  Now,  this 
is  really  important  information  ;  •  informa- 
tion which  should  be  communicated  forth- 
with to  every  juryman  in  the  country.  Note 
also  this,  ye  editors  of  journals,  and  marvel 
at  the  modesty  of  the  Excrescence  ;  there 
uctunlly  is  not  a  note  of  admiration  after  this 
rectified  spirit  of  a  sentence. 

"  By  every  impartial  roan,  acquainted 


*  That  the  amount  of  damages  should  de- 
pend on  the  light  in  which  that  subject  is 
viewed  for  which  damages  are  sought,  is,  in- 
deed, a  very  important  piece  of  information. 
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with  tl»©  subject,  Mr.  Cooper  will  be  re- 
garded as  having  met  with  one  of  those  diffi- 
cult  and  perplexing  cases,  where  the  efforts 
of  the  most  expert  and  skilful  surgeons  are 
not  always  crooned  with  success  nil  after 
much  anxiety  aud  delay."  Why,  thou  in- 
fallible tincture  of  inconsistency  !  thou  re- 
doubted excrescence  !  dost  thou  not  tell  us, 
a  few  lines  on,  "  it  is  impossible  that  any- 
one hut  the  operator  can  adequately  judge 
of  the  difficulties  of  the  case." 

u  To  all  reflecting;  men  it  must  he  matter 
of  serious  apprehension,  to  think  what  the 
consequences  may  be,  if  the  difficulties  and 
fearful  responsibility  atlendiug  capital  ope- 
rations, are  to  be  yet  further  increased  by 
the  consciousness,  on  the  part  of  the  sur- 
geon, that  there  are  present  those  who,  in- 
stead of  participating  in  his  anxious  efforts, 
gloat  with  fiendish  delij;ht,"  &c.  Instead 
of  participating  in  his  anxious  efforts !  Why, 
thou  inveterate  blunderer,  if  the  l200  persons 
who  were  present  at  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's 
operation,  had  "  participated  in  his  anxious 
efforts,"  there  would  have  bepn  200  fingers 
in  the  patient's  perineum.  Shouidest  thou 
mean  participating  in  his  anxiety,  canBt 
thou  not  say  to  ?  Indeed,  indeed,  my  ta- 
lented Kditor  of  the  Excrescence,  thou  re- 
vilest  others  for  meaning  what  they  say, 
whilst  thou,  good  Loid  !  sayest  what  thou 
dost  not  mean, 

*'  The  character  of  Mr.  Cooper  ha*  been 
subjected  to  the  severest  scrutiny,  and  the 
result  has  proved,  bey  end  the  possibility  of 
doubt,  not  only  his  general  skill  as  a  sur- 
geon, but  his  dexterity  as  an  operator  ;  se- 
veral competent  judges  having  sworn  that 
they  had  frequently  seen  him  perform,  not 
only  lithotomy,  but  some  of  the  other  most 
ditiicult  operations,  in  an  admirable  man- 
ner."— His  dexterity,  as  an  operator,  proved 
by  this  trial !  ! 

Prince  Hal.  What's  the  matter? 

Ftihtnff.  What's  the  matter?  There  he 
four  of  us  here  have  ta'en  a  thousand  pound 
this  morning. 

Prince  Hal.  Where  is  it,  Jack  !  Where 
is  it? 

Falstaff.  Where  is  it?  Taken  from  us  it 
is  :  a  hundred  upon  four  of  us. 

Competent  judgt  a  have  seen  him  perform 
operations  in  an  admirable  manner.  Admi- 
rable ?  What !  in  the  sense  of  having  power 
to  excite  wonder  ? 

In  the  next  sentence,  while  speaking  of 
Tn a  Lakckt,  follows  this  : — "  What  an  ex- 
posure of  deep-laid  contrivance,  of  rankliug 
enmity,  of  implacable  revenue  !  By  what  a 
set  of  ignorant  and  unprincipled  men  has  the 
profession  boon  betrayed,  and  the  public 
deluded!" — Was  the  Kditor  of  the  Excres- 
cence drunk  when  he  perused  or  wrote  this 
sentence,  that  he  should  send  forth  such  a 


tissue  of  nonsesse  ?  Deep-laid  contrivance, 
schemed  by  ignorant  men,  is  something 
new.  Doctor,  Doctor,  you  must  have  had 
your  wig  awry. 

"  We  would  willingly  throw  a  veil  over 
the  odious  details,  but  that  it  concerns  the 
vital  interests  of  the  community  that  they 
should  know  something  of  the  character  of 
those  who  have  assumed  the  office  of  medi- 
cal dictators,  and  that  they  should  see  in 
what  manner  the  reputations  of  honourable 
men  have  been  sacrificed  for  the  revenge  of 
one  miscreant  and  the  lucre  of  another." — 
Now,  as  I  should  perfectly  agree  with  what 
is  inferred  by  this  sentence,  might  1  sub- 
stitute half  a  dozen  words  for  others  ?  Let 
us  see  how  this  sentence  will  read  with  my 
substitutions. — 

We  would  willingly  throw  a  veil  over  the 
odious  details,  hut  that  it  concerns  the 
vital  interests  of  the  community  that  they 
should  know  something  of  the  character  of 
those  who  have  assume  d  the  office  of  hospital 
surgeons,  and  that  they  should  see  in  what 
manner  the  diseases  of  the  pwr  have  been 
treatvd  by  the  attention  of  one  aud  the  inat- 
tention of  another. 

In  speaking  of  the  witnesses  brought  for- 
ward by  you,  Mr.  Editor,  on  the  late  trial, 
this  sentence  occurs  : — "  Such  are  the  men 
who  have  dared  to  pass  their  judgment  on 
an  operation  which  only  one  among  them 
ever  performed." — Why,  what  can  the  Edi- 
tor of  the  Excrescence  say,  then,  of  those 
hospital  surgeons  who  came  forward  to 
speak  to  the  skill  evinced  in  an  operation 
which  thpy  never  saw  ?* 

Then  again,  talking  of  "  pupils  forgetful 
of  the  modesty  which  becomes  their  age." 
— Becomes  their  age !  Heavens  above  ! 
Why,  where  it  becomes  their  age,  it  does  be- 
come it  ;  and,  becoming  it,  is  not  forgotten. 
Forgetful  of  the  modesty  that  would  become 
their  age,  you  bungler.  You  also  spcuk, 
my  learned  Doctor,  of  the  *'  absolute  con- 
tempt, but  perfect  good  humour,"  with 
which  Sir  A6tley  gave  his  evidence.  If  I 
remember  right,  you  will  find,  by  reference 
to  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  comraon  setise,  that 
these  two  articles  are  incompatible.  Really, 
Doctor,  this  is  not  at  all  professional. 

AJter  calling  the  defeudantiu  the  late  trial 
all  sorts  of  names,  the  learned  Editor  of  the 
Excrescence  says  : — "  Erom  this  we  turn  to 
a  more  grateful  subject and  immediately 
commits  another  egregious  blunder.  It  is 
said  that  people  are  gt  ueially  fond  of  that 
which  their  minds  can  compass  with  faci- 
lity. This,  I  suspect,  is  the  case  with  the 
Doctor,  and  the  reason  why  he  terms  biun- 


•  Mr.  Partridge  also  is  requested  not  to 
repine,  because  he  spoke  the  truth  while  he 
was  upon  his  outh. 
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dering  a  grateful  subject.  The  blunder  is 
this :—-'«  The  generous  sympathy  in  Mr. 
Cooper's  feelings,  which  has  been  evinced 
by  the  students  in  the  Borough."— What ! 
can  that  which  is  in  Mr.  Cooper  be  evinced 
by  others?  "  Heaven  forefeud  !"  You  blun- 
dering blockhead  !  do  you  mean  the  generous 
sympathy  with  Mr.  Cooper's  feelings,  which 
has  been  evinced,  &c.  ?  If  you  do,  why  can 
you  not  say  what  you  mean  1  But  I  am 
tired  of  correcting. 

Praising  the  pupils,  too,  for  evincing  their 
opinion  of  Mr.  Cooper's  skill  by  their  inten- 
tion of  presenting  him  with  a  piece  of  plate, 
and  speaking,  at  the  same  time,  of  their  in- 
competency  to  judge.    Faugh ! 

Regretting  that  I  have  occupied  so  much 
space  on  so  unworthy  a  subject, 

I  remain  your  obedient  and 
humble  servant, 
A  Pupil  or  St.  Babtholomsw's. 
24th  December,  1828. 


RICHMOND  SCHOOL  OF  ANATOMY. 

To  the  Editor  of  Thb  Lancet. 

Sin, — In  your  last  Number  you  have  pub- 
lished a  second  letter  by  Lennox,  the  worthy 
author  of  a  refuted  libel  on  Mr.  Carmicbael. 
Although  the  character  of  your  correspondent 
renders  him  unworthy  of  a  reply,  yet  I  re- 
quest you  will  do  me  the  favour  of  inserting 
the  following  observations  upon  his  recent 
production  ;  they  are  probably  the  lfl9t  with 
which  I  shall  ever  trouble  you  on  so  dis- 
gusting a  subject. 

The  letter  begins  with  a  flourish  of  penny 
trumpets,  and  the  voice  of  the  literary  warrior 
chitunting  his  own  mighty  deeds ;  telling 
abroad  among  the  nations,  how  he  has 
fought,  how  he  has  conquered  !  how  he  has 
pointed  his  pop -gun  with  unerring  precision 
against  the  great  toe  of  "  The  Hero  of  the 
Richmond,"  and  with  a  single  discharge  of 
that  deadly  weapon  scattered  his  dust  to 
the  wind,  not  to  mention  the  dispersion  of 
some  thousand  pounds  worth  per  annum  of 
practice  amongst  the  u^edy  "  Filii  /Kscu- 
lapii,"  "  the  hungry  sheep"  that  "  look  up 
and  are  not  fed."  Mercy  upon  us !  what 
furious  beings  in  our  wrath  are  we  scrib- 
blers! Oh,  how  we  pippins  swim!  The 
ludicrous  affectation  of  courage,  with  which 
the  anonymous  iibelier  plumes  himself  on  his 
hazardous  exploits,  reminds  me  forcibly  of 
the  similar  achievements  of  that  ancient 
worthy, 

league  the  Tory, 


Who,  to  his  great  aud  endless  glory, 
Out  of  a  hush  a  shot  let  ny, 
And  killed  a  man  that  passed  by, 
For  which  he  wua  exalted  high  !"» 


Quod  Dii  bene  vertant !    May  the 
be  propitious !     May  a  similar 
crowu  the  virtuous  labours  of  Lennox  and 
his  honourable  compeers ! 

I  know  not  but  I  am  offering  something 
like  an  iusult  to  Dr.  M' Dowel,  in  at  all 
defending  him  from  the  weak  aspersions  of 
Lennox,  a  man  whom  your  correspondent 
Richmond  has  convicted,  beyond  the  power 
of  reply,  of  having  published  in  your  Journal 
a  tissue  of  malicious  falsehoods  ;  one  ar- 
gument, however,  1  shall  venture,  in  order 
to  show  in  what  estimation  such  produc- 
tions as  those  of  Lennox  are  held  by  the 
medical  public.  Notwithstanding  the  at- 
tacks made  by  him,  and  that  other  kindred 
spirit  "  Filius  .£sculapii,"  on  the  conductors 
of  the  Richmond  Hospital  and  School,  the 
class  there  is  now  nearly  by  a  fourth  more  nu- 
merous than  that  of  loat  year.  If  this  be  not 
sufficient  to  convince  Lennox  that  he  and 
others  like  him  nre  despised,  as  they  should 
be,  I  have  an  expedient  to  propose  for  the 
purpose,  which  if  tried  will,  I  promise,  be 
successful.  Let  him  announce  his  real 
name,  let  him  own  his  productions,  let  him 
come  into  the  theatre  of  the  Richmond 
School,  and  declare  himself  the  author  of 
the  precious  letters  in  The  Lancet,  and  if 
he  does  not  read  in  the  countenances  of  the 
class  the  most  legible  expressions  of  those 
feelings,  which  falsehood,  malignity,  aud 
cowardice  like  his,  are  calculated  to  pro- 
duce in  every  honourable  breast, — if  every 
gentleman  present  do  not  shrink  with  dis- 
gust from  the  contact  of  a  thing  so  loath- 
some, if  they  do  not  leave  him,  like  Catiline 
in  the  Roman  Senate,  to  stand  alone  in  his 
vileness,  then  i  am  ready  to  submit  to 
almost  any  penalty,  oye  even  though  it 
should  amount  to  the  infamy  of  acknowledg- 
ing bis  acquaintance. 

As  if  Lennox  had  not  enough  to  do  on  his 
own  account,  in  digesting  the  severe  reproof 
of  your  able  correspondent  "  Richmond/' 
he  must  needs  step  aside  to  afford  his  high 
protection  to  his  injured  brother  "  Filius 
^sculapii."  J t  seems  the  reply  of  "  Filius 
Putlandici,"  to  this  person  was  an  "  ungen- 
tlemanly  tirade,"  and  himself  a  "  spalpeen," 
for  whom  the  blush  rises  upon  the  eloquent 
cheek  of  the  sensitive  Lennox.  Whoever 
the  author  of  that  reply  may  be,  I  cannot 
but  congratulate  him  on  having  acquired 
the  enmity  of  your  correspondent,  and  if  I 
I  know  the  former  at  all,  and  do  not  judge 
[  him  partially,  he  is  not  altogether  unworthy 
of  such  an  ho.iour ;  as  you  will  see,  Sir, 
from  the  sketch  I  shall  give  of  him,  in  nega- 
tive touches,  after  the  manner  of  Lennox. 
Imprimis,  then,  he  is  not  the  secret 
slanderer  of  men  he  dares  not  openly  con-' 
front,  lie  has  never  brought,  to  say  the 
best  of  it,  a  rash  charge  of  meanness  aud 
I  dishonesty  against  an  honourable  and  inde- 
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pendent  'man,  nor  visited  upon  him  as  a 
wilful  negloct  of  duty,  what  was  but  the 
necessary  re3ult  of  sickness :  he  has  not, 
with  unprovoked  malice,  sought  to  injure 
the  fortunes  of  a  young  man  of  respectable 
habits  and  acquirements,  by  a  sweeping 
charge  of  professional  incompetence,  the 
truth  of  which  he  was  from  circumstances 
as  incapable,  as  by  nature  he  was  careless, 
of  ascertaining ;  finally,  he  is  not  one,  on 
whose  character  the  brand  of  falsehood  lias 
been  indelibly  affixed. 

I  now  take  my  leave,  I  trust  for  ever,  of 
this  wretched  scribbler.  I  know  not  whence 
he  has  sucked  in  the  venom  that  alone  re- 
deems him  from  insignificance.  Certain  I 
am,  he  had  it  not  from  the  distinguished 
and  amiable  man,  under  whose  auspices  he 
began  his  professional  studies,  and  whose 
lamented  death  transferred  the  viper  to  the 
care  of  him,  whose  kindness  he  has  re- 
quited in  a  manner  so  congenial  to  his  na- 
ture. Let  him  continue  his  darling  work  of 
defamation,  the  public  will  judge  between 
him  and  the  honourable  men  whom  he 
slanders,  and  of  whom  it  is  no  more  than 
negative  praise  to  say,that  they  have  nothing 
in  common  with  the  coward  and  the  ruffian, 
nothing  that  can  move  the  regard  of  such  a 
being  as  Lennox. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Dublin,  Dec.  X%,  1328. 


REMARKABLE  CASE  OF  FnACTURBD  CRA- 
NIUM WITH  EXTENSIVE  INJURY  TO  THE 
BRAIN. 

Treated  bjf  Edward  Heron,  Esq.  of  the 
Irith  College  of  Surgeons. 

Pat.  Nuttey,  setat.  11,  of  slender  habit, 
on  Saturday,  the  30th  of  October,  1820,  hav- 
ing quarrelled  with  arother  boy,  received 
aa  injury,  the  particular  nature  of  which  he 
was  not  conscious  of.  His  antagonist  held 
in  his  hand  a  round  iron  instrument,  blunt 
at  the  extremity,  which  en  fluted  it.  Shortly 
after,  he  was  attacked  with  vomiting  aud 
nausea,  which  continued  for  that  and  the 
succeeding  day.  He  returned  from  his  work 
in  the  evening,  aud  did  not  complain  of  any 
thing  except  tbe  nausea,  and  that  his  eye 
was  hurt  in  boxing,  Uie  lids  being  black. 
On  the  succeeding  day  he  became  a  little 
delirious,  and  complained  of  pain  in  his 
li«ad,  and  the  day  following  he  became  in- 
sensible. Medical  advice  was  then  sought 
for;  bis  parents,  not  being  aware  of  any 
tiling  particular,  did  not  seek  for  it  sooner.  I 
saw  him,  and  his  symptoms  were  as  follow  : 
— He  lay  upon  his  hack,  very  restless, 
drawing  back  the  bed-clothes  when  drawn 
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off  him,  and  insensible,  not  answering 
when  spoken  to ;  his  breathing  was  in- 
creased and  difficult,  attended  with  heaving 
of  the  chest ;  his  skin  very  hot,  and  dry ; 
pulse  frequent,  and  hard  ;  the  pupils  were 
somewhat  dilated,  but  contracted  upon  the 
application  of  light ;  the  tongue  was  dry,  and 
he  had  slight  difficulty  of  deglutition  ;  his 
urine  and  faeces  were  passed  involuntarily  ; 
he  had  no  paralysis,  but  was  occasionally 
slightly  convulsed  ;  the  lids  of  his  left  eye 
were  ecchymo&ed,  and,  upon  the  most  mi* 
nute  inspection,  no  trace  of  wound  or  injury 
could  be  seen,  save  a  slight  scratch  on  the 
integuments  of  the  lower  lid.  He  was  bled 
from  both  arms,  and  got  purgative  medi- 
cines, and,  in  the  evening,  his  symptoms 
not  being  mitigated,  some  blood  was  taken 
from  the  external  jugular  vein;  but  his 
breathing,  which  was  the  most  prominent 
symptom,  became  severer,  and  he  died  at  10 
ck  the  third  day  after  the  receipt  of  the 
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injury. 

Post  mortem  Examination.— Ten  hours  after 
death  I  examined  the  head,  and,  even  then, 
could  not  discover  a  wound  between  the  eye 
and  lid ;  hut  upon  raising  the  brain  off  the 
orbitar  process  of  the  frontal  bone,  it  was 
discovered  that  the  instrument  had  passed 
between  the  eye  and  orbit,  and  entered  nearly 
at  its  apex,  making  an  opening  in  it  about 
half  die  size  of  a  sixpence.  The  instru- 
ment ran  into  the  brain,  and  up  through  the 
body  of  the  lateral  ventricle,  and  into  its 
substance,  for  at  least  three  inches.  Tbe 
brain,  in  the  track  of  the  wound,  appeared 
as  if  it  was  broken  up,  and  very  similar  to 
brain  that  had  sloughed,  and  the  ventricle 
was  filled  with  bloody  serum. 

This  case  is  remarkable  in  a  threefold 
point  of  view.  1st.  As  it  shows  that  an  ex- 
tensive injury  done  to  the  brain,  and  even 
at  its  base,  may  not  be  followed  by  any  par- 
ticular symptoms  for  some  time,  or  even 
known  to  the  putie.nl  himself,  and  that,  even 
under  such  circumstances,  life  may  be  pro- 
longed for  a  considerable  time.  2dly.  That 
on  instrument,  even  of  a  good  size,  may  pass 
between  the  orbit  and  the  eye,  without  the 
least  trace  of  a  wound  being  seen  ;  so  that, 
as  in  this  case,  the  brain  may  be  severely 
injured  by  a  wound  inflicted  from  without, 
aud  yet  no  trace,  during  life,  by  which  it 
made  its  entrance.  3dly.  That,  in  this  case, 
the  symptoms  were  doubtful  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  case,  the  appearance  ofihe  patient  be- 
ing rather  like  one  in  the  last  stage  of  ty- 
phus fever,  or  even,  as  it  was  said  in  this 
case,  like  a  person  in  the  last  stage  of  acute 
hydrocephalus.  The  patient  having  conti- 
nued at  his  work,  and  walked  home,  a  dis- 
tance e-f  better  than  a  mile,  in  the  evening, 
and  not  having  complained ;  and  being  previ- 
ously a  little  unwell  from  cold,  threw  much 
obscurity  upon  tbe  real  nature  of  the  < 
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London,  Saturday,  January  U,  1829. 

The  Dots  and  Corruptionists  are  en- 
deavouring, but  vainly  endeavouring,  to 
make  the  same  use  of  the  late  ttlal,  which 
they  attempted  to  make  of  the  case  of 
holfe  t.  Stanley,  that  memorable  case, 
wherein  a  hospital  surgeon  aud  teacher  of 
anatomy  was  amerced  in  damages  for  hav- 
ing mistaken  a  piece  of  flint,  of  aboet  an 
inch  In  diameter,  and  at  the  distance  of 
nearly  two  inches  from  bis  patient's  entire 
patella,  for  o  portion  of  that  patella.  If,  it 
was  argued  at  that  time,  hospital  surgeons 
are  to  be  exposed  to  loss  of  money  and 
reputation  for  accidents  of  this  description, 
how  much  worse  must  be  the  situation  of 
the  general  practitioner !  If  the  heads  of 
the  profession  are  not  exempt  from  legal  re- 
sponsibility for  their  occasional  mishaps, 
what  is  to  become  of  the  members  of  a 
subordinate  department  of  the  profession  1 
It  is  evident  that,  if  there  were  any  ground 
for  the  supposition  on  which  this  argument 
is  founded,  namely,  that  low  as  the  state  of 
knowledge  notoriously  is  among;  the  per- 
sons styling  themselves  the  heads  of  the 
profession,  there  is  a  still  lower  degree  of 
intelligence  and  professional  information 
among  the  great  body  of  medical  practition- 
ers-, snch  a  state  of  things  would  of  itself 
demonstrate  the  existence  of  a  vicious  sys- 
tem, and  the  necessity  for  medical  reform. 
But  the  truth  is,  that  the  whole  argument  is 
founded  upon  a  false  and  insolent  assumption. 
The  men  who  call  themselves  the  beads  of 
the  profession  are,  in  reality,  as  we  have 
uniformly  maintained,  and  repeatedly  proved 
in  this  Journal,  at  the  tail  of  that  profession. 
They  have,  for  the  most  part,  obtained  their 
situations  through  the  influence  of  a  corrupt 
system,  and  are  decidedly  worse  informed, 
less  conversant  with  pathology  and  thera- 
peutics, less  acquainted  with  the  progress 
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Which  medical  science  has  made  in  other 
countries,  and,  consequently,  less  worthy  of 
having  die  health  and  lives  of  the  public 
confided  to  their  care,  than  the  majority  of 
that  respectable  aud  enlightened  class  of 
practitioners,  which  they  have  insolently 
denominated  «'  a  subobuinatb  department 
of  the  profession."  One  of  the  most  bane- 
ful results  of  the  system  of  nepotism  which 
prevails  in  the  patronage  of  our  public  bos* 
pitals  is,  that  all  prospect  of  improvement, 
all  chance  ef  calling  forth  the  vigorous 
efforts  of  unpatronised  talent  by  the  en- 
couragement of  free  competition,  is  com- 
pletely cut  off;  if  the  root  be  rotten,  the 
shoots  must  be  feeble,  knowledge  will  be 
transmitted  in  a  decreasing  ratio,  but  igno- 
rance will  descend  from  aire  to  son,  or 
from  uncle  to  nephew,  like  an  heir-loom  in 
a  family. 

"  *Etas  parentom  pejor  avis  tulit 
Progeniem  vitiosiorem." 

What  can  more  strikingly  illustrate  the 
truth  of  this  position,  than  the  confession  of 
ignorance — though  the  possibility  of  such 
ignorance  is  scarcely  conceivable — which 
we  elicited,  at  the  late  trial,  from  the  mouth 
of  Sir  Astley  Cooper?  When  we  asked 
that  worthy  Baronet  whether  he  was  aware 
that  it  is  the  practice  of  surgeons  in  Paris 
and  Edinburgh,  after  they  have  tried  to  ex- 
tract the  stone  in  vain  for  a  certain  time,  to 
send  the  patient  to  bed,  what  was  his  answer? 
We  entreat  the  reader's  attention  to  this  an- 
swer :  "  I  DO  NOT  KNOW  Ol'  THAT  PRACTICE  J 

I  have  studied  at  Edinburgh,  and  been  at 
Paris  repeatedly,  and  seen  operations  there, 
and  never  saw  the  circumstance  occur,  nor 
nm  I  ever  dear  of  it  ! !"  Such  was  the 
worthy  Baronet's  answer  ;  and  we  are  bound 
to  believe  that  answer,  for  otherwise  we 
should  be  gurlty  of  a  libel  by  insinuating 
that  the  woi  thy  Baronet  had  committed  an 
indictable  offence,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining 
a  verdict  for  his  nephew.  Such,  then,  was 
the  worthy  Baronet's  confession  ;  and  what 
are  the  facts  ?   The  practice  of  which  Sir 
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Astlet  Cwmh  aware  that  be  had  never 
heard,  was  known  to  Franco  in  the  seven- 
teenth century— the  opef  ation  en  deux  temt, 
which  Sir  As+lsy  Cooler  awore  that  he 
Had  never  seen  nor  beard  of*  had  been  suc- 
cessfully adopted  by  the  French  mid 
Scotch  shrgeona  from  that  period  down  to 
the  present  time.  The  practice  of  not  per- 
tfstihg  to  extract  the  stone  after  *  certain 
time,  when  perseverance  in  the  attempt 
moat  lead  to  the  almost  heritable  destruction 
df  the  patient,  and  when,  by  prudence  and 
forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  operator,  the 
patient's  life  would,  in  all  probability,  be 
saved,  is  insisted  sport  as  well  by  ancient 
as  by  modern  authorities.  The  books  arc 
full  of  cases  illustrating  the  soundness  of 
tbia  practical  rule,  and  the  success  with 
which  it  has  been  acted  upon,  when  Surgeons 
have  been  more  solicitous  for  the  safety 
of  their  patients,  than  for  the  tciat  of  being 
considered  dexterous  operators.  The  prac- 
tice is  distinctly  detailed  and  recommended 
by  all  the  best  writers  on  lithotomy,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  by  Celsus,  by  Albucasis, 
by  Franco,  by  Calot,  by  Saviard,  by  Tolet, 


never  seen*  or  heard  of  an  operation  pet- 
formed  from  the  seventeenth  century  down 
to  the  present  time,  by  the  best  French 
surgeons  — if  Sir  AatLEr  CdOpfen  Stands 
self-convicted,  upon  his  oolh/of  this  degree 
of  ignorance,  what  seeurity,  we  aak,  has 
the  public  for  the  knowledge  of  the  juniors 
of  Sir  Astlky's  family,  holding  official 
situations  at  Guy's  and^St/ibomae's  Hos- 
pitals? What  security  has  the  public  that 
Sir  Astlby's  nephew,  Mn  Key,  of  Guy's 
Hospital,  will  be  better  informed?  What 
security  has  the  public  that  his  nephew, 
Mr.  Tyrrell,  of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital, 
will  be  better  informed  ?  What  security  has 
the  public  that  his  apprentice>  Mr.TiiAVXHs, 
of  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  will  be  better  in- 
formed ?  What  security  has  the  public  that 
his  godson,  Mr.  Green,  of  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital,  will  be  better  informed  ?  \Vhat 
security  has  the  public  that  bis  apprentice, 
Mr.  Morgan,  of  Guy's  Hospital,  will  bo 
better  informed?  Finally «  What  security 
had  the  public  on  the  melancholy  occasion 
which  produced  the  late  trial,  that  his  ne- 
phew, Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  would  be  bet- 


by  LoUis,  by  Heister;  by  Haller,  by  Camper*  ter  informed? 

by  Percy  <  by  Deschnmps,  and  by  Carpue.  The  system  of  nepotism  that  prevails  in 
Yet  Sir  Astley  Cooper  swore  that  its  had  the  distribution  of  patronage  at  our  charita- 
never  heard  or  it  !  Mr.  Lizars,  of;ble  institutions,  is  "  foul,  and  stinks  to 
Edinburgh,  has  given  publicity  to  many  sue-  j  heaven."  Human  life  is  sacrificed  to  it; 
cessful  cases  of  the  operation  en  deux  tenu,  medical  science  is  sacrificed  to  it ;  the  cha- 
as  performed  in  conformity  with  the  rule  laid  ractcr  and  respectability  of  the  profession  aro 


down  by  all  the  best  authorities.  Yet  Sir 
Astley  Cooper  swore,  that  ns  had  NEVEn 
nKARD  op  it  ! 

Now,  if  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  the  pater- 
familias of  the  surgical  family  at  Guy's  and 
St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  be,  upon  his  own 
confession  in  a  court  of  justice,  ignorant  to 
this  extent,  what  must  be  the  natural  in- 
ference, as  to  the  knowledge  of  the  junior 
branches  of  that  surgical  family  ?  If  Sir 
Astley  Cooper  has  never  heard  of  a  prac- 
tice laid  down  by  the  best  authorities,  both 
ancient  and  modem,  on  the  subject  of 
lithotomy  — if  Sir  Astley  Cooper  has 


sacrificed  io  it.  We  repeat,  that  the  in- 
fallible consequence  of  such  a  system  is, 
that  if  there  be  unsoundness  in  the  root, 
there  will  be  weakness  and  rottenness  in  ail 
the  branches  that  derive  their  nourishment 
from  that  root. 

We  were  not  permitted,  at  the  late  trial, 
to  go  into  the  details  of  the  corrupt  system 
prevailing  ot  Guy's  Hospital.  Although 
the  allegation  that  Mr.  Bransbyi  Cooper 
owed  his  situation  at  Guy's  Hospital  to 
corrupt  influence  was  declared  upon  as  a 
part  of  the  supposed  libel  in  the  plaintiff's 
declaration ;  and  although  we  evinced  our 
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readiness,  by  a  substantive  plea,  to  justify 
that  allegation,  and  could  not,  in  fact, 
have  answered  the  whole  of  the  plaintiff* 
declaration  without  justifying  it,  yet  the 
Court  held,  that  the  queatioa  of  corrupt  in- 
fluence formed  no  part  of  the  isaue.  When 
we  called  upon  Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison 
to  atate,  upon  his  oath,  whether  he  would 
have  elected  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  to  the 
office  of  surgeon,  in  preference  to  Mr.  Cal- 
laway, had  he  not  been  the  nephew  of  Sir 
Astley  Cooper,  he  evaded  the  question, 
and  the  Court  would  not  compel  a  direct 
answer.  Let  the  reader  look  at  this  part 
of  the  evidence,  as  stated  in  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper's  own  report. 

"  Mr.  WakUy.  Would  you  hare  elected 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  to  the  office  of  surgeon 
only  to  the  institution,  leaving  the  anatomi- 
cal achool  quite  out  of  the  question,  if  he 
had  not  been  the  nephew  of  Sir  Astley  t 

Lord  Tenterden.  He  says,  I  cannot  tell 
what  I  should  have  done  in  other  circura- 

Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison.  It  is  quite  suffi- 
cient for  me  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  my 
situation." 

Again,  when  we  called  upon  Mr.  Benja- 
min Harrison  to  say,  whether  he  believed 
Mr.  Bransby  Coopbr's  surgical  skill  to  be 
superior  to  Mr.  Callaway's,  he  evaded 
the  question,  and  the  Court  again  extended 
to  him  its  protection. 

"  Mr.  WaUey.  Do  you  believe  Mr. 
Bransby  Cooper's  skill  is  superior  to  Mr. 
Callaway's  t — No  answer. 

Mr.  Wakley.  Mr.  Harrison,  I  ask  you, 
on  your  oath,  whether  you  believe  Mr. 
Bransby  Cooper's  skill  is  superior  to  Mr. 
Callaway's? — Answer.  I  think  he  was  a 
person  peculiarly  calculated  for  the  office. 

Lurd  Tenterden.  You  are  not  bound  to 
draw  comparisons  ;  it  is  the  most  invidious 
thing;  suppose  they  are  both  of  equal  skill." 

An  invidious  thing !  Undoubtedly  it  was 
an  invidious  thing.  It  wss  an  invidious 
thing  to  question  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's 
capacity  to  fill  the  office  of  surgeon  to  Guy's 
Hospital,  or  Mr,,  Harrison's  fitness  to  fill 
the  office  of  Treasurer,  or  having  elevated 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  above  the  shoul- 
ers  of  his  senior,  because  he  was  the  ne- 
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phew  of  Sir  Astlet  ;  but  these  were  the 
very  allegations  which  were  charged  against 
ua  as  libels ;  these  were  the  very  issues 
which  we  were  bound  by  our  plea  of  jus- 
tification to  substantiate.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  law  threw  its  shield  over  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Harrison  and  over  the  system  that 
prevails  at  Guy's  Hospital.    The  charge 
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libel,  and  justified  by  us  in  our  plea,  was 
held  to  be  irrelevant  to  the  issue.  The  cor- 
rupt system  at  Guy's  was  a  bit  of  sacred 
territory,  from  which  we  were  warned  off, 
whenever  we  attempted  to  approach.  It 
was  a  sort  of  ptmutrium,  a  dark  place  be- 
hind the  vail,  within  whose  precincts  our  un- 
holy footsteps  were  not  permitted  to  intrude. 

But,  though  law  threw  its  shield  over 
Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison,  and  over  the 
system  that  prevails  at  Guy's  Hospital, 
was  justice,  was  humanity  satisfied  1  Or, 
rather,  did  not  enough  transpire,  notwith- 
standing the  technical  trammels  with  which 
we  were  surrounded,  to  satisfy  the  publio 
that  the  system  of  patronage  pursued  at 
Guy's  Hospital,  is  a  corrupt  system? 
Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison  stated  in  his 
evidence,  that  Sir  Astlet  Cooper  was  ap- 
pointed consulting  surgeon  to  Guy's  Hospi- 
tal; Sir  Asi  ley's  nephew,  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper,  surgeon,  and  Mr. Callaway  as- 
sistant surgeon,  on  the  4th  of  May — all  on  the 
same  day.  Now  let  the  reader  look  at  the 
following  evidence  :— 

Mr.  ffakley.  Is  Mr.  Key,  the  senior 
surgeon  of  Guy's,  the  nephew  of  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  ? 

Mr.  Harrison.  Yes,  I  believe  he  is ;  he 
married  his  niece,  Sir. 

Is  Mr.  Morgan  one  of  the  surgeons  of 
the  hospital  ? — Yes. 

Whose  apprentice  was  he  1 — The  appren- 
tice of  Sir  Astley  Cooper. 

Mr.  Key  was  the  apprentice  of  Sir  Aatley 
Cooper  1— He  was,  I  believe. 

Whose  apprentice  wss  Mr.  Callaway  1— 
The  apprentice  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  too. 

Is  Mr.  Callaway  the  senior  of  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper  ? 

Here  Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison  paused, 
and  we  shall  not  easily  forget  the  impression 
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which  thispmte  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Harri- 
son made  upon  our  minds.  He  could  not,  ap- 
parently, answer  the  question  from  recol- 
lection, for  he  referred  to  his  book,  and 
having  referred  to  his  book,  be  replied  : 

Yes,  Sir,  he  is. 

Mr.  Wakley.  He  is  ? 

Mr.  Benjamin  Harrixm.  Yes. 

Mr.  WakJey.  Had  you  a  consulting' sur- 
geon at  Guy's  before  the  4th  of  May,  1 825  ? 
—No,  Sir. 

You  had  not  ? — No,  Sir. 

Now  can  any  rational  man  who  reads  this 
evidence  doubt,  that  the  three  simultaneous 
appointments  on  the  4th  of  May  were  a 
job,  or  that  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  was  put 
over  the  bead  of  bis  senior,  Mr.  Callaway, 
not  on  account  of  bis  superior  talents,  but 
because  be  was  the  nephew  of  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  ?  The  transaction  would  speak  for 
itself,  even  if  Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison 
had  not  eraded  our  question  as  to  the  com- 
parative merits  of  Mr.  Bransby  Coopeb 
and  Mr.  Callaway,  which  question  we 
maintain, — notwithstanding  the  observation 
that  fell  from  the  Court,— and  whatever  the 
Uiw  might  be,  every  man  of  common  sense 
must  agree  with  us, — was  most  material  and 
essential  to  the  fair  trial  of  the  issue  on 
which  the  jury  were  called  upon  to  decide. 
If  Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison  believed  that 
Mr.  Callaway  was  a  man  of  greater  pro* 
fessional  ability  than  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper 
—and  it  is  evident  that  he  did  believe  so,  or 
he  would  not  have  evaded  the  question- 
why  was  the  public,  why  were  the  sick  poor, 
for  whose  benefit  Mr;  Guy  left  upwards  of 
a  wvarter  of  a  million  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne,  deprived  and  defrauded  by 
the  system,  of  lue  advantage  of  Mr.  Calla- 
way's superior  talents,  or  of  the  talents 
°f  many  who  are,  perhaps,  superior  to 
Mr.  Callaway  !  We  might  say  by  Mr. 
Harrison,  for  it  is  notorious  that  he 
alone  governs  the  hospital ;  he  alone  distri- 
butes its  patronage  ;  he  alone  possesses  all 
the  power,  and  ail  tiie  influence  belonging  to 
the  iuslitution  ;  and  that  though  the  forms  of 
co-operation  may  be  kept  up,  the  rest  o4 


the  governors,  under  the  present  system f 
are  mere  ciphers.-  We  were  not  allowed 
to  develop  the  workings  of  the  corrupt  sys- 
tem at  Guy's  Hospital  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, but  will  the  public  consent  be  hood- 
winked? Did  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee show  the  same  indulgence  to  Mr. 
Benjamin  Harbison,  which  was  extended 
to  him  in  the-Court  of  King's  Bench  !  Let 
any  impartial  man  read  the  evidence  given 
by  Mr.  Benjamin  Harbison  before  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  on  Anatomy,  and 
the  analysis  of  that  evidence  in  the  1 64th 
Number  of  this  Journal,  aud  then  say  whe- 
ther this  gentleman  does  not  come  under 
the  description  of  a  thy  vitnest.  That  Par- 
liamentary Committee,  with  a  gentleman 
at  their  head,  whose  active  mind  is  ever 
on  the  alert  to  promote  objects  of  public 
utility,  and  whose  multifarious,  yet  accu- 
rate and  profound  information  pre-emi- 
nently entitles  him,  if  we  may  be  excused 
the  pedantry  of  an  expression,  for  its  pecu- 
liar appropriateness,  to  be  distinguished 
among  public  men,  as  xo\vfui8fararos, — that 
Parliamentary  Committee  showed  no  indul- 
gence to  Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison.  He 
tried  in  vain  to  set  up  his  official  character  as 
a  claim  to  the  immunities  of  concealment, 
and  he  was  raked  sufficiently  to  place  his  evi- 
dence under  a  more  disadvantageous  aspect, 
than  that  of  any  other  gentleman  examined 
before  the  committee.  It  may  be  truly  said 
that  more  equivocal,  not  to  soy  equivocating 
testimony,  was  never  published  in  a  par- 
liamentary report.  Of  Mr.  Benjamin 
Harrison's  private  character,  we  have 
never  heard  anything  that  is  uot  in  a  high, 
and  even  in  an  extravagant  degree,  en- 
comiastic ;  he  is  one  of  those  persons  whom 


•  When  our  attorney  waited  on  Mr. 
Thornton,  the  presideut  of  Guy's  Hos- 
pital, with  a  subpoena,  "  Sir,"  said  Mr. 
Thornton,  "  it  is  useless  waiting  upon 
me  ;  I  know  nothing  of  the  affairs  of  the 
institution  :  the  books  and  all  are  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Harrison  ;  he  is  the  only 
person  who  can  give  information  ! " 
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we  never  be*?  spoken  of,  but  as  on©  of  the 
best  of  men ;  and  wt  wUl  not  imitate  the 
illiberality  of  those  who  contended,  on  a 
late  occasion,  that  the  pursuit  of  a  humble 
species  of  traffic,  at  one  period  of  a  man's 
life,  must  necessarily  incapacitate  him  from 
forming  a  correct  judgment  on  matters  of 
science  at  another  j  we  will  not,  we  say, 
imitate  this  illiberally,  by  inainuatiog  that, 
because  Mr.  Bbkjamim  Ha rrison,  before 
he  became  tieasurer  te  Guy 'a  Hospital, 
carried  on  a  trade  in  bottles  to  the  great 
satisfaction,  we  believe,  of  hie  numerous 
customers,  be  is  therefore  incompetent  te 
AUDerinteiid  the  surerical  deoartment.  and 
apply  the  immense  revenues,  of  that  institu- 
tion. We  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  pri- 
vate virtues;  bt»t  we  denounce  the  system 
Which  he  has  pursued  as  a  publip  officer  of 
Guy's  Hospital,  as  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  profession  ant}  the  public,  For  thirty 
yean,  he  has  reigned,  io  effect,  the  sole 
despot  of  the  hospital  j  pearly  every 
Governor  has,  by  this  time«  been  elected 
by  hta  Jiat  he  fess  had,  (he  power,  if  he 
bad  Ute  disposition,  to  appoint  men  high  in 
character  end  Itatipn,  but  little  inclined,  to 
fake  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
hospital  i  and  the  government  of  the  insti- 
tution under  the  mockery  of  corporate  fiornas, 
like  the  government  of  the  Roman  empe- 
rors with  the  shadow  of  republican  institu- 
tions, it*  in  substance,  an  absolute  unmiti- 
gated despotism.  Let  the  profession,  let 
the  public,  bear  in  mind,  that  the  picture 


OF  BATS. 

the  infamous  and  disgraceful  practice  against 
which  they  were  directed  was  corrected. 
Private  virtuea!  Bah!  Mr. Bekjamin Har- 
sison  may  be  a  saint,  for  aught  we  know, 
in  the  relations  of  private  life,  but  as  the 
sole,  and,  but  for  a  trie  medical  press,  the 
irresponsible  manager  of  the  affairs  of  Guy's 
Hospital,  he  stands  denounced  by  8ir  Ast- 
tsv  Cooper  as  a  sinner.  No  reputation  for 
private  virtues,  no  adventitious  dignity  aris- 
ing from  official  situation,  ought  to  acieen 
the  conduct  of  a  public  officer  from  public 
scrutiny  and  animadversion.  If  Mr.  Row- 
land Stephenson,  the  Treasurer  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's  Hospital,  had  stood  in  a  witness- 
bo*,  before  his  true  character  was  detected, 
the  same  ahield  would  have  been  thrown  over 
him  ogainst  a  searching  cross-examination, 
which  was  extended  over  Mr.  Benjamin 
Harrison.  Yet  who  shall  n%yt  that  if  cor-j 
rupt  influence  in  his  capacity  of  Hospital 
Treasurer,  had  been  charged  against  Mr. 
Rowland  Stephenson,  before  the  detec- 
tion of  his  appropriating  propensities,  it 
might  not  have  been  highly  expedient  to 
allow  the  utmost  latitude  of  inquiry,  not- 
withstanding his  unirapeacbed,  and  sup- 
posed unimpeachable  reputation  1 

The  fruits  of  the  corrupt  system  that  pre* 
vails  at  our  public  hospitals,  are  seen  in,  the 
numerous  cases  p(  igoorance  and  incompe- 
tency on  the  part  of  hospital  functionaries, 
which  have  been  recorded  in  public  jour- 
nals, though  these,  it  must  be  admitted,  are 
few  indeed,  compared  with  those  which 


which  we  have  here  sketched,  ia  not  more  have  actually  occurred.  The  destruction 
strong  or  highly- coloured  than  that  which  of  Wheeler  from  this  cause,  was  record- 
was  once  drawn  by  the  hand  of  Sir  Astley  I  ed  by  a  Coroner's  Jury.  The  destruction 
Cooper  himself.  Year  after  year  did  Sir  of  others  from  the  same  cause,  is  also 
Astley  Cooper  denounce  the  system  pur-  recorded  by  Coroners'  Juries.  At  one 
sued  at  Guy's  Hospital,  under  the  auspices  [of  our  public  hospitals  the  operator,  in 
and  control  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Harrison,  attempting  to  perform  the  operation  for 


with  regard  td  the  treatment  of  patients,  ss 
infamous  and  disgraceful— we  use  the 
worthy  Baronet's  own  words,  and  it  was 
not  till  publicity  was  given  in  this  Journal 


popliteal  aneurism,  tied  the  femoral  sheath, 
including,  of  course,  the  vein  and  artery, 
and  he  also  included  the  anterior  crural 
nervel    "  Enlarged  glands,"  says  a  surgeon 


to  the  worthy  Baronet's  denunciations,  that  of  §t.  George's,  "  are  often  mistaken  for 
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hernia*."  Thest  tfijftgs  s)isl}  no  longer  be 
crmcealed.  We  have  seen  a  hale  athletic 
man,  who  supposed  that  he  had  stone  in 
his  bladder,  enter  an  operating  theatre, 
where  he  was  sounded  with  such  violence, 
that  he  was  incapable  of  returning  to  his 
home.   He  was  put  to  bed ;  violent  inflam- 


application  <*f  forty  leeches  to  tbe  tumefied 
abdomen,  by  the  protrusion  of  the  head  of 
a  chopping  boy.  Another  Hospital  Sur- 
geon, to  whose  turn  it  recently  fe^  t.Q  re- 
move an  extensively  diseased  testicle,  made 
his  first  incision  over  the  sound  testicle,  and 
the  patient  would  probably  have  been  etnas- 


mation  came  on,  and  he  became  delirious,  culated,  if  a  dresser  had  not  himself  detected 


His  bladder,  as  it  was  afterwards  discovered* 
bad  been  pierced  by  the  sound  ;  the  scrotum' 

and  the  integuments  at  the  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen,  tnertijied ;  in  tea  days  after 
the  sounding,  his  sufferings  were  terminated ; 
and  the  unfortunate  man,  who  entered 
the  hospital  sound,  and  hale,  and  healthy, 
to  seek  advice  for  a  complaint  which 
existed  only  in  his  imagination,  was  dead, 
and  perhaps  dissected,  before  his  family 
knew  wh%t  had  become  of  him.  Such  are 
the  exploits  of  the  men,  who  style  them- 
selves the  heads  of  the  profession.  Another 
hospital  surgeon  mistook  a  pebble  for  a  part 
of  a  man's  knee- pan,  though  the  man's 
knee-paa  was  entire,  and  nearly  two 
inches  distant  from  the  pebble.  Yet  the 
same  Hospital  Bats,  who  swore  the  other 
day  that  an  operation  which  they  bad  not 
ires  scientifically  performed— the 
Hospital  Bats,  who  are  always  on  the 
alert  to  wing  their  way  to  a  court  of  justice, 
when  a  colleague's  skill  is  questioned— the 
same  Bats,  who,  like  Day  and  Martin  in 
the  advertisements,  are  "  ever  anxious"  to 
prevent  exposure— swore  also,  in  the  pebble 
case,  that  the  patient  bad  been  scientiG- 
cally  treated. 

Some  of  the  blunders  of  these  hospital 
functionaries  are  of  a  less  serious  descrip- 
tion than  most  of  those  to  which  we  have 
adverted,  and  partake  of  the  nature  of  tragi- 
comedy, or  farce.  Of  the  purely  farcical 
description,  was  that  memorable  specimen 
of  diagnostic  skill,  exhibited  by  Dr.  Hewett, 
the  Cambridge  Professor  of  Medicine,  who 
pronounced  a  case  of  pregnancy  to  be  one 
of  severe  peritonitis,  and  who,  after  diligent 
fomentation,  was  only  restrained  from  the 


the  error.  This  reminds  us  of  the  surgery 
of  a  gentleman  of  the  sister  kingdom*  who 
once  held  the  situation  of  assistant  surgeon 
on  board  one  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war. 
and  who  being  required  to  amputate  a  man's 
right  leg,  dismembered  his  patieut  with 
great  dexterity,  but  unfortunately  dis- 
covered, when  the  operation  was  completed, 
that  he  had  removed  the  left  leg.  This 
achievement  was  supposed  to  afford  evidence 
of  such  singular  acutenesa,  that  his  friends 

* 

recommended  him  to  quit  surgery,  and  be- 
take himself  to  the  bar ;  where  we  know  not 
whether  he  has  ever  found  bis  match  in 
law,  though  in  surgery,  and  the  exact 
sciences,  he  may  certaiaJy  and  his  equal  in 
Sir  Jambs  Scablktx.  Another  surgeon 
hss  had  the  misfortune  to  perform  the 
operation  of  lithotomy,  when  there  was  no 
stone  in  the  bladder,  not  once,  but  In  re- 
peated instances.  Whsn  a  French  Abigail 
has  had  an  affair  of  the  heart,  and  has  given 
an  infant  to  France,  she  is  said  to  have  hail 
her  malluur,  and  the  accident,  so  far  from  de- 
stroying hei  character,  is  considered  rather 
a  guarantee  for  her  future  prudence ;  but  a 
repetitioa  of  tliese  misfortunes  will  ruin 
even  the  reputation  of  a  French  Abigail. 

Nullum  Numea  abeat,  si  ait  Prodentia ; 

nos  te 

Nos  facimus,  Fortune,  Deam. 

Such  are  the  men  who  style  themselves 
the  heads  of  the  profession  !  such  is  the  race 
of  hospital  apprentices,  neveyt  and  noodles, 
who  insolently  domineer  over  the  great 
body  of  the  profession  !  What,  it  has  been 
asked,  must  the  priests  have  been  in  a 
country,  where  the  god  was  a  monkey  ?  If 
such  men  were  at  the  head  of  the  profession, 
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CTORJDES  OF  LIME. — MR.  ABEKNETHY. 


who  could  be  at  its  tail  1  The  truth  is,  we 
repeat,  that  the  highest  degree  of  profes- 
sional knowledge  and  skill,  as  well  as  the 
greatest  amount  of  intelligence  and  activity, 
is  to  he  found  craong  that  enlightened, 
though  hitherto  degraded  claas,  which  has 
heea  stigmatised  by  the  corrupt  few,  as  a 
subordinate  department  of  the  profession. 
In  conclusion,  we  earnestly  impress  it  as  a 
rule  of  conduct,  subject  to  a  few,  and  very 
few  exceptions,  on  all  who  value  the  health 
and  lives  of  those  who  are  near  and 
dear  to  them :  "  So  long  as  the  present  corrupt 
system  of  patronage  continues,  avoid  the  men 
who  style  themselves  the  heads  of  the  pro- 
fession ;  above  all,  avoid  the  metropolitan 
hospital  physicians  and  surgeons  !" 


A  Compendium  of  the  Medicinal  Properties  of 
the  Chlorides  of  Lime  and  Soda  ;  and  of 

r  ^ 

their  uses  in  destroying  noxious  effluvia,  and 
preserving  the  health  on  board  ships,  and  in 
warm  climates.— By  Frederic  Finch* m. 

« 

London,  Richardson. 

This  pamphlet  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
an  advertisement  of  the  Chlorides,  as 
"prepared  by  Frederic  Fincham,  manu- 
facturing chemist,  Manchester."  We  are 
induced  to  notice  it,  however,  as  a  compen- 
dium of  much  that  is  valuable  for  the  pro- 
fessional man  to  be  acquainted  with  on  the 
subject  of  the  Chlorides,  and  if  Mr.  Fincham 
really  prepares  them  better  than  any  other 
chemist,  we  see  no  reason  why  the  profes- 
sion should  not  kuow  it.  Several  "  testimo- 
nies" from  medical  men,  as  to  their  efficacy, 
are  included,  and  n  few  hints  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Chloride  of  Soda,  for  the 
prevention  of  hydrophobia,  are  thrown  out. 
In  concluding  his  compendium,  Mr. 
Fincham  adds  the  following  remarks,  which 
are  worth  the  attention  of  veterinary  sur- 


"  I  have  been  informed  by  a  friend  who 
lost  several  horses  from  the  glanders,  the 

remainder  being  evidently  affected,  that  the 
disease  was  stopped  by  using  the  Chloride 
of  Lime  plentifully  in  hia  stables,  and 
washing  the  nostrils  of  the  horses  with  it. 
Mr.  Lacy,  an  extensive  and  highly  respect- 
able coach  proprietor  of  this  town,  has  been 
using  the  Chloride  of  Lime  in  all  his  esta- 
blishments, with  marked  advantage  to  the 
health  of  his  horses  :  he  informs  me,  that  a 
few  years  since,  he  lost  above  one  hundred 
horses  from  the  glanders  ;  and  the  disorder 
was  only  prevented  spreading  still  further 
by  fumigating  his  stables,  and  washing  the 
recks  and  mangers,  with  the  Chlorine  gas  ; 
but  he  was,  of  course,  obliged  to  remove  all 
his  horses,  at  a  considerable  expense. 
Sprinkling  the  stables,  and  washing  the 
rocks  and  mangers,  with  the  Chloride  of 
Lime, is  equally  efficacious  when  the  disoi- 
der  rages,  without  removing  any  of  the 
horses ;  and  by  its  occasional  use  at  night, 
to  purify  the  air  of  close  and  confined  sta- 
bles, and  mixing  some  with  the  white-wash 
for  the  walls,  this  and  other  infectious  dis- 
eases may  be  prevented.  It  has  also  been 
beneficially  applied  to  the  grease  in  horses, 
the  foul  in  bullocks,  foot-rot  in  sheep,  and 
mange  in  dogs."   P.  51. 


Portrait  of  JdhnAbernethy,  Eso. ;  Engraved  by 
Turner,  from  a  Painting  by  Peglee.  Lon- 
don,  Turner. 

Mr.  Abernfthv,  or,  as  he  has  been  ap- 
propriately styled,  the  "  chair  negotiator/' 

4 

is  drawn  in  one  of  his  most  easy  and  agree- 
able  costs  of  expression  j  the  position  of 
the  body,  and  limbs  generally,  is  entirely 
free  from  restraint.  The  efforts  of  the 
artist,  as  indeed  they  always  should  be,  have 
been  chiefly  directed  to  the  face,  which  is 
odmirably  executed,  and  presents  a  most 
striking  likeness  of  the  eccentric  original. 
Apart  from  the  face,  some  parts  of  the 
I'icture  are  not  so  well  executed  as  we 
could  hare  wished  ;hut  upon  the  whole  it  ia 
decidedly  the  best  portrait  of  Mr.  Aber- 
nethy  that  has  appeared. 
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Upon  the  Employment  of  Gold  in  the  Treatment 
of  recent  and  inveterate  Syphilis,  and  of 
Syphilitic  Eruptions ;  upon  the  Ineffwacy  and 
fianger  of' the  Administration  of  Mercury  in 
the  Treatment  of  the  tame  Disease  ;  with  a 
Distertatim  upon  the  Antiphlogistic  Treat' 
tnent.  By  Alex.  Legrand,  of  Amiens, 
M.  D.,  %c.  b\c. 

[Communicated  by  Mr.  J.  Bennett.] 

Tub  object  of  the  author  of  this  work  is 
shown  in  the  title-page,  viz.  to  procure  the 
introdaction  of  the  preparations  of  gold  in- 
vented by  Dr.  Chrestians,  of  Montpelier,  in 
the  treatment  of  venereal  complaints,  in  place 
of  mercurial  preparations.  Gold,  says  Dr.  L., 
like  mercury,  has  an  especial  action  upon 
our  economy,  and  tends  to  remove  from  our 
frame  a  malignant  virus  which  infects  it. 
But,  in  the  present  day,  there  are  many 

practitioners,  partisans  of  M.  Broussais,  j  main  any  doubt  of  the  deleterious  action 
who  deny  the  existence  of  this  virus  ;  the  j  which  it  exercises  over  our  economy.  But 
inevitable  consequence  of  this  opinion  is, ;  Dr.  LegranJ  goes  further;  he  has  proved 
that  it  ia  not  necessary  to  counteract  syphi- '  that,  in  a  great  number  of  coses,  the  ad- 
lis  by  apeeific  medicines.  Dr.  Le grand,  j  ministration  of  mercury  has  not  been  follow- 
who  considers  this  opinion  aa  absolutely  j  ed  by  success  ;  that  sometimes  it  does  not, 
erroneous,  haa  thought  it  necessary  to  coun- 
teract it:  and,  in  the  second  chapter,  he 
brought  forward  facts  to  prove  that 


only  spoken  of  the  efficacy  of  gold  in  the 
treatment  of  syphilis,  and  inquired  into 
the  dangers  of  adopting  it.  lie  next  con- 
siders it  necessary  to  show  the  dangers 
which  accompany  the  administration  of 
mercury.  But,  in  most  of  the  cases  in 
which  mercury  is  injurious,  it  is  asked  whe- 
ther the  disease,  or  the  medicine,  has  pro- 
duced the  mischief.  A  very  simple  means 
exists,  to  remove  every  doubt  upon  the  sub- 
ject; it  is  only  to  study  the  effects  of  mer- 
cury upon  persons  not  affected  with  syphilis. 
The  author  of  the  work  before  us,  has  gone 
into  the  mines  whence  metal  is  dug  up  ;  he 
has  visited  the  workshops  in  which  it  is 
wrought ;  and  he  has  been  uble,  by  these 
means,  to  point  out  the  horrible  accidents 
which  mercury,  hy  its  presence,  may  have 
upon  the  most  important  organs  of  our 
frame.  When,  snys  he,  we  eee  the  same 
accidents  happen  to  persons  who  take  mer- 
cury as  a  medicine,  there  can  no  longer  re- 


syphilis,  although  latent,  exercises  a  dele 
terious  influence  over  individuals  and  their 
posterity.  He  has,  at  the  same  time,  en- 
deavoured to  prove,  lhat  this  disease,  there- 
fore, is  hereditary,  and  that  it  is  specific. 
This  point  being  established,  we  must  ne- 
cessarily have  recourse  to  a  specific  medi- 
cine to  counteract  syphilis;  and  Dr.  Le- 
grand  proposes  the  pharmaceutical  prepa- 
rations which  have  gold  for  their  basis. 
Before  minutely  pointing  out  their  efficacy 
in  this  case,  he  has  thought  it  necessary  to 
fill  up  a  vacuum  in  pharmacy ;  he  has  shown 

the  different  modes  adopted,  in  order  to  ;  having  stated  from  facts  the  dangers  of  this 
procure  the  preparation  from  gold,  at  pre- 1  new  method,  which  is  called  the  antiphlo- 
sent  employed  in  mediciue,  and  those  he  j  gistic  treatment,  he  has  given  150  exam- 
afterwards '  applied.    He   then   states  the  j  pies  of  cures  performed  by  gold,  in  cases 


in  any  degree,  mitigate  the  disease  ;  that 
very  often,  after  having  effected  a  partial 
cure,  the  disorder  breaks  out  again  with  in- 
creased severity,  under  a  form  much  more 
hideous,  after  an  interval  of  time,  in  dura- 
tion infinitely  variable.  To  prove  this  last 
assertion,  the  author  has  cited  facts,  and 
quoted  the  testimony  of  authors  the  most 
favourable  to  the  employment  of  mercury. 
Having  stated  thus  much,  Dr.  Legrand'a 
work  goes  to  prove  the  superiority  of  the 
preparations  from  gold  over  mercurial  pre- 
parations. After  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
therapeutic  method,  which  consists  in  op- 
posing1 all  venereal  symptoms,  by  the  ap- 
plication of  warm  water  and  leeches,  and 


effects  produced  by  these  same  prepara- 
tions, when  they  are  introduced  into  our 
economy.  lie  afterwards  proves  hy  i'SO 
cases,  many  of  which  were  under  his  own 
charge,  the  others  verified  by  practitioners 
of  almost  every  country,  that  gold  radi- 
cally cures  recent  and  inveterate  syphilis. 
After  having  stated  the  excellent  anti-syphi- 
litic properties  of  gold.  Dr.  Legrnnd  in- 
quires with  the  strictest  impartiality,  if  the 
preparations  from  gold  may  ever  he  ad- 
ministered in  vain,  and  if  the  adminis- 
tration of  it  i»  subject  to  aci  idei  ts.  He 
seems  to  have  shown,  incontrorertiblv, 
that  the  fonner  case  must  be  extremely 
rare,  and  that  very  serious  accidents 


where  mercury  has  only  effected  a  tempo- 
rary relief,  or  been  absolutely  inefficient. 
When  mercury  could  not  eradicate  from 
the  economy  the  syphilitic  virus,  and  espe- 
cially the  secondary  forms  of  syphilis,  many 
of  which  were  truly  hideous,  mercury, 
which  had  permitted  their  development, 
and  where  every  other  usually  adopted 
anti-sypliilitic  medicine  had  proved  inef- 
ficacious in  the  treatment  of  these  disgust, 
ing  affections,  gold  perfectly  dissipated 
them.  In  the  last  chapter,  which  is  an 
epitome  of  ti  e  whole  woik,  Dr.  Legrand 
enumerates  all  the  advantages  of  the  sys- 
tem he  udvocntes,  and  all  the  inconve- 
uud   dangers    of  the  mercurial 


can  '  nieuces 


never  happen.   Hitherto  Dr.  Legrand  has  I  inetkod.   The  most  remarkable  passages  of 
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ON  EXTRACTION  OF  THE  TEETH. 


this  chapter,  are,  undoubtedly,  those  in 
which  lie  specifies  the  great  superiority  of 
gold  over  mercury,  in  thoroughly  destroy- 
ing that  influence  which  the  syphilitic 
virus  exercises  over  man  and  his  posterity 
(noticed  in  the  first  chapter).  So  that  the 
man  or  the  woman  who  has  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  tainted  with  syphilis,  once 
cured  hy  gold,  may  marry  with  perfect  secu- 
rity ;  they  will  have  healthy  children,  which 
Uiey  could  not  hope  for,  had  they  been 
cured  by  mercury.  The  woman,  infected 
during  pregnancy,  would  derive  the  same 
advantage  by  the  treatment  with  gold ; 
whereas  mercury  would  not  exempt  her 
from  bringing  an  infant  into  the  world, 
having  all  the  symptoms  of  hereditary 
syphilis. 


OK  EXTRACTION  OF  TBS  TEETH. 

ByMn,  John  Palmer  De  La  Foxi. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

When  my  paper  relative  to  the  Extrac- 
tion of  Teeth  waa  offered  to  the  public, 
through  the  medium  of  a  work  so  exten- 
sively circulated  as  The  Lancet,*  be  as- 
sured, Sir,^  that  it  waa  not  subjected^  the 

ration,  without  my  being  satisfied  that  every 
point  was  established  on  too  firm  a  basis,  to 
be  shaken  bj  any  attack*  that  might  be  made 
upon  it. 

For  the  better  elucidation  of  those  argu- 
ment*, to  raise  them  beyond  the  reach  of 
inexperienced  cavillers,  they  were  accompa- 
nied by  explanatory  disgrams;  whereby, 
with  common  attention, they  might  have  been 
understood  by  persons  of  the  meaneat  capa- 
city, provided  it  suited  their  purpose  to  com- 
prehend them. 

If  ray  reasoning  evinces  so  much  weak- 
ness, let  my  opponents  try  to  do  that  which 
I  in  vain  attempted  before  it  went  forth  to 
the  world,  let  them  analyse  it,  and  expose 
the  errors,  proceediug  paragraph  by  para- 
graph, a  mode  calculated  10  have  more 
weight  with  those  persons  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  thinking  for  themselves,  than  all 
the  evasive  and  unanpported  assertions  they 
may  feel  disposed  to  indulge  iu. 

Your  observation,  Sir,  that  every  man 
who  attempts  the  extraction  of  teeth,  "  has 
a  fashion  of  his  own,"  is,  indeed,  but  too 
true,  and  a  very  had  fashion  it  frequently 
proves  to  the  unfortunate  sufferer,  as  thou- 
sands could  annually  testify  ;  but,  as  with 
all  tooth  extraction,  there  is  decidedly  a 
right  method  and  a  wrong  one,  since  the 
operandi  does  not  depend  upon 

*  Vol.1,  page  80. 


fancy,  no  operator  can  be  excused  for  i 

wilfully  or  iguorantly  torturitig  hip  victims ; 
for  supposing  him  occasionally  to  succeed  in 
tearing  away  a  tooth  by  the  clumsiest  of  all 
possible  meaus,  such  success  will  afford 
very  little  consolation  to  the  next  unfortu- 
nate patient,  who  is  probably  doomed  to  he 
miserably  mangled  by  the  use  of  a  huge 
pair  of  tongs ;  when  a  judicious  operator 
would  have  relieved  him  with  the  utmost 
facility. 

Although  nothing  has  been  advanced  by 
your  correspondents  in  the  slightest  degree 
affecting  the  facts  set  forth  in  my  first  com- 
munication, still  for  th.e  mi'ormaiion  of  those 
who  may  imagine  (hey  know  something  of 
the  subject,  it  may  be  thought  incumbent  ou 
me  to  advert  generally  to  your  correspon- 
dent's observations  ;  one  of  whom,  while  he 
concurs  with  me  in  giving  the  preference  10 
the  key  instrument,  evidently  misunder- 
stands me  when  he  contends,  (very  proper* 
1  v)  that  "  in  some  cases  the  forceps  ace  in* 
dispensable,  as  in  the  removal  of  the  inci- 
sors."  «tt*«y   tl.^J  jViilhTASQgi 

Sir,  it  has  net  been  asserted  by  me.  that 
forceps  are  to  be  for  ever  excluded,  and 
never  to  be  used  in  cases  of  minor  import- 
ance ;  this  will  he  seen  by  the  Sallowing 
extract,  *'  the  use  of  such  an  instrument 
(in  allusion  In  the  forceps)  is  highly  ob- 
jectionable in  all  those  cases  where  (he  key 
is  generally  used."  The  seme  gentleman 
speaks  of  the  breaking  down  of  the. alveolar 
process  as  a  matlerjof  course  ;  hut  on  refer- 
ence to  the  diagram,  he  may  be  convinced 
that  the  lateral  action  is  not  so  great  aa  be 
imagiaes;  indeed,  with  the  majority  of 
cases  the  socket  will  scarcely  he  enlarged  ; 
a  very  small  portion  of  the  thin  edge  may 
sometimes  adbeie  to  a  tooth,  having  its) 
fangs  considerably  extended,  or  curved; 
but  such  is  the  elasticity  of  the  bone,  that, 
even  under  these  circumstances,  such  an  ac- 
cident rarely  occurs  with  an  expert  and  care* 
ful  operator. 

Another  of  your  correspondents  contents 
himself  with  merely  affirming  that  which 
baa  never  been  disputed,  viz.  the  possibility 
of  extracting  "  hundreds,  nay,  thousands  of 
teeth  with  a  pair  of  forceps;"  most  judi- 
ciously availing  himself  of  a  saving  clause 
with  reference  to  the  molar  teeth,  which  he 
very  ingeniously  specifies  in  a  separate  pa- 
ragraph,  where,  without  venturing  to  notice 
the  proportionate  number  of  failures  expe- 
rienced in  making  the  attempt  with  such  an 
instrument,  he  merely  speaks  of  using  for 
that  purpose  a  M  larger  and  stronger  pair  of 
forceps  for  the  molar  teeth,"  hut,  owing  pro- 
bably to  an  error  in  the  manuscript,  or  in 
the  printer,  the  size  of  the  forceps  is  mag- 
nified to  a  most  ludicrous  extent. 

The  subject  under  discussion  is  not  mere- 
ly whether  we  can  occasionally  succeed  in 
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extracting  a  tooth  by  means  of  the  forceps, 
but  whether  tbey  be  superior  to  the  key 
instrument,  the  twsrd  being  in  favour  of 
that  which  has  been  attended  with  the 


capable  of  drawing  the  following  general 
conclusions  : — 

1.  That  epidemic  disorders,  iu eluding  a 
very  large  tloss  of  complaints  not  hitherto 


greatest  number  of  successful  operations,  j  reckoned  epidemics,  owe  their  origin  to 
always  supposing  the  experiment  to  have  peculiar  conditions  of  the  atmosphere,  which 
been  made  with  an  equal  number  of  cases }  happen  at  incalculable  periods,  from  time  to 
with  this  view  of  the  subject,  let  me  ask,  lime,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  having  a 
whether  any  of  the  advocates  for  perpendi- 1  particular  range  and  term  of  duration. 


cular  extraction  (as  they  are  pleased  to 
term  it)  will  venture  to  submit  to  such  a 
trial  as  I  bow  propose,  having  first  atten- 
tively read  my  statements,  and  being  al- 
lowed tbe  extensive  privilege  of  using  sny 
instrument  whatever  that  grasps  the  tooth 
between  two  edges,  or  claws,  will  they  con- 
sent to  divide  with  me,  equally  and  equi- 
tably, a  given  number  of  patients  requiring 
the  extraction  of  molar  teeth,  however  de- 
cayed tbty  may  be  (but  not  loose) ,  and  will 
tbey  agree  that  publicity  be  given  to  the 
defeat  that  must  inevitably  await  so  hope- 
less an  attempt  ? 

As  to  those  sciolists  who  are  not  yet 
awakened  from  the  delightful  dresm  of  their 
infallible  pincers,  if  they  expect  to  succeed, 
their  first  object  must  be  to  contrive,  that 
tbe  teeth  ofthe  rising  generation  shall  be  so 
improved,  both  in  their  form  and  texture, 
that  they  no  longer  cling  to  their  sockets 
with  such  persevering  tenacity,  nor  conti- 
nue so  provokingly  brittle,  as  to  present  the 
hitherto  insurmountable  barrier  to  their 
darling  enterprise. 

I  remain  yours,  &c. 

J.  P.  D.e  La  Fons. 

14,  George  Street,  Hanover  Square. 


2.  That  the  above  is  the  grand  ezeithtg 
of  pestilence  and  epidemy  of  every 
sort ;  while  the  circumstance,  that  it  is  only 
a  portipu  of  the  population  on  which  the 
epidemic  bane  (the  to  6uov  of  antiquity) 
,  leads  me  naturally  to  look  for  the  pre- 


ON  EPIDEMICS. 


By  Dr.  Forsteb,  of  Cnebntftrrd, 


To  the  Editor  of  Tub  Lancet 

Sir, — Observing,  in  a  late  Number,  some 
observations  on  the  pestilence  at  Alexan- 
dria, and  also  on  the  epidemic  raging  at 
Paris.  I  hasten  to  communicate  to  you  some 
remarks  I  have  made  on  epidemy  in  gene- 
ral, as  they  may  serve  as  a  hint  to  help  the 
inquiries  of  the  medical  committee  now ! 
engaged  in  an  investigation  of  the.  subject  at 
Paris,  who,  no  doubt,  see  your  widely-ex- 
tended miscellany.  After  a  laborious  in- 
vestigation of  the  progressive  symptoms 
and  topological  history  of  epidemic  and 
pestilential  diseases,  which  have  for  many 
sngaged  my  attention,  I  find  1  am 


fal 

disponent  causes  necessary  to  the  disease,  in 
peculiar  conditions  of  the  individual  consti- 
tutions of  the  patients.  Contagion  and 
inoculation,  as  adjunct  ?neans  of  propagation, 
only  apply  to  a  few  varieties  of  epidemics, 
ss  plague,  small-pox,  &c, ;  and  even  in 
these  disorders  are  to  be  considered  as  acci- 
dental, and  feeble  sources  of  the  spread  of 
the  disease,  compared  with  the  irradiating 
progressive  motion  ofthe  atmospherical  ex- 
citant over  extensive  districts. 

S.  That  this  atmospherical  poison,  vari- 
ous as  it  is  at  different  times,  is  closely  con- 
nected with  electric  c hinges  perpetually 
going  on  in  the  air,  but  which  are  aided  and 
modified  by  innumerable  forms  of  malaria,, 
which  constitutes  a  sort  of  interventional 
medium,  through  which  the  morbific  power 
of  the  electrical  excitant  is  exerted.  I 
have  by  me,  an  immense  and  authentic 
catalogue  of  epidemics. 

To  the  development  of  the  existing  rela- 
tion between  the  etching  and  tjie  prtdUr 
portent  cause*  of  disorders  ofthe  class  I  allude 
to,  1  have  devoted  much  time  ;  and  I  had, 
in  your  Lancet,  announoed  a  small  work  on 
this  subject,  wliich  owing  to  a  trifling  delay 
in  the  printing-office,  arising  from  my  bad 
caligraphy,  (or,  rather,  calegraphy,)  is  not 
yet  ready  for  publication,  but  which  will 
appear  in  a  week  or  two.  In  this  I  shall 
fully  develop  the  truth  of  my  opinion  re- 
specting the  otmoepherical  origin  officer,  the 
inflammatory  nature  of  ike  predisponent ;  and 
while  I  can  show  thst,  for  the  Utter,  the 
anliphlogutie  treatment  is  the  only  rational 
one,  it  will  appear  that  Hippocrates  and  the 
ancients  were  right,  in  relying  on  change  of 
air  as  the  permanent  remedy.  Meanwhile, 
as  there  is  an  inquiry  going  on  of  so  im- 
portant a  nature,  I  feel  disposed  to  antici- 
pate thus  much  for  the  use  of  those  who 
bsve  more  time,  means,  and  ability,  to  pur- 
sue it,  than  I  have  at  present. 

1  am,  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

T.  FoBSTIR. 

Chelmsford,  January,  18*0. 
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REMITTENT  FEVER—DOCTOR  AND  APOTHECARY. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Monday,  January  19,  1829. 

Therb  was  a  tolerably  full  attendance  of 
members  this  evening  ;  but  the  proceedings 
were  of  the  same  "  hole  and  corner  "  charac- 
ter as  those  of  the  Westminster  Medical 
Society  a  fortnight  since.  Our  reporter 
having  been  refused  admission,  we  can  give 
no  particulars  of  what  took  place  ;  but  we 
have  been  since  informed,  that  after  a  pro- 
tracted discussion,  a  ballot  was  taken,  and 
Mr.  Lambert  was  expelled,  although  he  had 
not  been  furnished  with  any  notice  of  the 
charges  brought  against  him. 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 


REMITTENT  FEVER,  WITH  DISEASED  LUNGS. 

— — — ,  admitted  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Elliotson,  about  three  weeks  ago,  com- 
plaining of  considerable  weakness  ;  it  was 
likewise  discovered,  after  his  admission  into 
the  hospital,  that  he  was  labouring  under  a 
xemittent  form  of  fever;  and,  on  being 
questioned,  stated  that  he  had  slept  at  Green* 
wich,  the  night  previous  to  his  admission,  in 
a  damp  bed  (but  it  was  with  the  greatest 
difficulty  he  was  made  to  understand  any 
question  put  to  him,  being  very  deaf). 
Sulphate  of  quinine  was  prescribed,  which 
removed  the  febrile  symptoms;  but  he  still 
complained  of  great  weakness,  and  to  this 
was  added  a  frequent  cough.  On  applying 
the  stethoscope  to  the  superior  part  of  the 
right  side  of  the  chest,  the  respiratory 
sound  appeared  distinct,  and  percussion 
elicited  a  sound  similar  to  that  produced  on 
striking  the  leg  or  arm  ;  from  these  symp- 
toms, Dr.  Elliotson  thought  there  was 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  lungs  ;  but,  in 
consequence  of  the  difficulty  of  either  mak- 
ing the  patient  speak,  or  understand,  no 
correct  diagnosis  could  be  formed ;  nothing 
particular  was  done,  and  he  continued  in 
this  state  till  Thursday,  the  9th  inst.,  when 
he  died  rather  suddenly. 

Examination  of' the  Body. 

On  opening  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  there 
was  a  small  quantity  of  lymph  effused  on 
the  convex  surfuce  of  the  superior  lobe  of 
the  right  lung,  which  was  likewise  hepa- 
tisted  ;  and,  on  making  an  incision  into  it, 
presented,  very  beautifully,  the  appearance 
described  by  Laennec,  "  the  infiltration  of 
tubercular  matter  into  the  bronchiae,"  or  the 


"  grey  hepatization  "of  another  author ;  it 
was  likewise  adherent  to  the  middle  lobe  of 
the  same  side,  which  was  tubercular ;  there 
was  likewise  a  dilatation  of  one  of  the  bron- 
chial tubes,  which  communicated  with  a 
small  cavity  filled  with  tubercular  matter ; 
the  left  lung  was  tubercular,  and  both  bags 
of  the  plura  contained  a  small  quantity  of 
fluid.  The  kidneys  were  rather  enlarged, 
and  presented  a  remarkable  lobolated  ap- 
pearance, but,  on  cutting  into  them,  ap- 
peared healthy.  The  liver  was  paler  than 
natural.  The  arachnoid  membrane  of  the 
brain  was  rather  opaque,  and  the  lateral  ven- 
tricles contained  a  small  quantity  of  fluid. 
The  man  was  very  much  addicted  to 
drinking. 


WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL. 


STRUGGLE  BETWEBN  DOCTOR,  APOTHECARY, 
AND  DEATH. 

Thomas  Grey,  setat.  17,  of  sound  consti- 
tution, a  groom,  admitted  1st  December, 
1828,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Roe,  labouring 
under  synochus,  accompanied  with  an  ery- 
sipelatous inflammation  of  the  right  leg.  He 
had  been  ill  eleven  days,  and  ascribes  his 
attack  to  having  drank  cold  water  when 
heated  after  exercise.  Pulse  90,  full; 
tongue  furred ;  bowels  constipated.  A  pill 
of  five  grains  of  calomel  and  tea.  of  cathartic 
extract,  to  be  swallowed  directly  ;  a  dose  of 
bouse  physic  two  hours  after,  sod  this 
draught  thrice  a  day  : — 

Sulphate  of  quinat  gr.  j. 
Inf  usion  of  rose$,  one  ounce.  Mix, 
Fomentations  to  the  leg.   Spoon  diet. 

2.  Passed  a  restless  night ;  bowels  well 
open  ;  fever  abated.  Venesectiou  to  12  ox. 
Discontinue  the  quina.  Three  grains  of 
calomel,  and  a  grain  of  opium,  every  night. 
A  purge  to  be  tuken  occasionally. 

3.  The  bowels  freely  acted  upon  by  the 
aperients.  Pulse  100,  small  and  feeble  ; 
has  an  oppressive  sense  of  debility.  The 
erysipelas  of  a  deeper  colour,  and  extend- 
ing up  the  thigh.  Mr.  Bond  ordered  sago 
and  wine. 

4.  Dr.  Roe  countermanded  the  sago  and 
wine.  Fifteen  leeches  to  the  inside  of  the 
thigh  ;  fomentations,  aud  this  mixture  : 

Epsom  salts,  three  drachms  ; 
Tartrate  of  antimony,  one  groin  ; 
Tart  rule  of  potass,  one  drachm  ; 
Water,  ei^ht  ounces.  Mix.  One  ounce 
thrice  a  day. 

8.  Sloughing  has  commenced  above  the 
ancle,  extending  ubout  four  inches  upwards. 
Bowels  open  ;  pulse  80,  small,  irregular. 
Fomentations.  Mr.  Bond  gave  sago,  and 
four  ounces  of  port  wine. 
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10.  Coon tp nance  flushed ;  skin  hot  and 
dry ;  tongue  covered  with  a  brown  fur ; 
pulse  quick  and  small.  Dr.  Roe  ordered) 
the  wine  to  be  discontinued.  Fifteen  leeches  I 
to  the  knee  ;  poultice  of  linseed  meal  and 
bread;  five  grains  of  the  inspissated  juice 
of  hemlock  every  night. 

12.  The  slough  haa  separated,  leaving  a 
clean  granulating  surface.  Copious  puru- 
lent discharge.  An  abscess  formed  on  the 
outer  side  of  the  biceps  of  the  right  arm. 

16.  The  erysipelas  has  affected  the  other 
leg  ;  several  small  abscesses  have  formed  in 
different  parts  of  the  body  ;  prostration  of 
strength. 

18.  Sloughy  spots  of  about  an  inch  in 
diameter  have  formed  on  both  legs.  Pulse 
90,  feeble ;  tongue  clean  ;  appetite  good  j 
bowels  free ;  pain  and  swelling  in  the  left 
knee-joint.   Low  diet. 

19.  Had  a  sleepless  night.  Pulse  rapid 
and  feeble  ;  countenance  pallid  and  anxious ; 
profuse  discharge  of  pus  from  both  legs,  and 
the  arm.    Low  diet : 

22.  Much  reduced  in  strength,  and  ema- 
ciated. Ordered  wine  and  sago,  by  Air. 
Bond,  the  Apothecary. 

23.  The  patient  has  all  along  continued 
taking  his  saline  and  antimonial  mixture. 
Dr.  Roe  countermands  the  stimulants  given 
yesterday. 

30.  Daily  reduced  in  strength  ;  appetite 
lost;  face  hectic;  tongue  brown,  dry; 
pulse  80,  tremulous  and  weak ;  sixteen 
leeches,  fomentations,  and  afterwards  poul- 
tice to  the  knee. 

31.  Twelve  leeches,  fomentations,  and 
the  following  medicine. 

Wine  of  meadow  saffron  seeds,  3  drachms  ; 
Epsom  salts,  3  drachms ; 
Spearmint  water,  6  ounces.    Mix.  One 
ounce  every  four  hours. 
Slough  extending ;  great  discharge  of  pus. 
Evening.    A  dozen  leeches  to  the  knee. 
Low  diet  still ! ! 

2  Jan.  1829.  Patient  exceedingly  feeble ; 
faeces  Hippocratica  ;  tremor  tendinum.  Dr. 
Roe  ordered  him  wine  and  porter,  and  nu- 
trient diet  ! 

5.  No  favourable  change  in  the  general 
health  ;  slough  appears  disposed  to  separate ; 
suppuration  lessened. 

7.  Died  this  morning.  Permission  was 
not  given  to  examine  the  body.  Thus  Death 
was  the  conqueror,  though  merely  a  looker- 


CRUSHED  LEO— AMPUTATION. 

Moses  Barnes,  aged  49,  broad-built,  mus- 
cular, of  sanguineous  temperament,  by  oc- 
cupation a  scavenger  aud  dustman  ;  was 
brought  into  Matthew  Ward,  1st  December 
ultimo,  at  11  a.m.,  with  his  leg  torn  off. 
Early  in  the  morning  he  lost  his  self-posses- 


sion from  drinking  ardent  spirits,  and  hav- 
ing accidentally  entangled  himself  in  the 
traces  of  a  dray-cart,  the  horses  took  fright, 
and  the  chain,  which  was  coiled  about  his 
leg,  completely  broke  it  at  the  first  motion 
of  the  horses. 

On  admission,  the  wound  was  found  to 
extend  from  the  middle  of  the  external  belly 
of  the  gastrocnemius,  as  far  down  as  within 
an  inch  of  the  external  malleolus.  No  bleed- 
ing took  place  from  the  lacerated  surface. 
The  inebriety  had  abated.  There  was  a 
peculiar  expression  of  acerbity  and  suspi- 
cion in  the  countenance,  a  preternatural 
quickness  of  perception  ;  and  he  stated, 
that  he  had  a  universal  sense  of  pain  through 
the  body.  Pulse  100,  moderately  full,  irre- 
gular, and  intermittent ;  respiration  hur- 
ried. 

Mr.  White  arrived  at  one  o'clock,  p.  m. 
The  man  had  become  calmer ;  the  features 
were  more  placid,  and  the  pulse  steadier. 
After  consulting  Mr.  Guthrie  and  Mr.  Hard- 
ing, Mr.  White  amputated  the  limb.  The 
first  incision  was  made  four  inches  below 
the  tuber  tibias ;  the  flap  was  formed  of  the 
muscle  of  the  calf;  five  arteries  were  taken 
up;  and  twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  lost. 
In  the  evening,  he  complained  of  much 
pain,  8ubsultus  of  the  muscles.  Pulse  126  ; 
toogue  furred.  He  took  the  following 
draught  at  bedtime  : — 

Wine  of  ipecacuanha,  20  minims  ; 
Spirit  of Minderenu,  3  drachms  ; 
Camphor  julep,  on  ounce.  Mix. 

Dec.  2.  Passed  a  sleepless  and  restless 
'  night ;  bad  a  copious  dejection.  A  drachm 
)  of  Epsom  salts  to  be  taken  every  three 
{hours in  peppermint  water. 

Four  p.  m.  He  is  perfectly  delirious ; 
countenance  wan,  and  anxious  ;  lips  quiver- 
ing ;  perception  morbidly  acute  ;  recognises 
individuals  ;  but  refuses  every  thing  in  the 
shape  of  food  or  beverage,  which  he  declares 
to  be  poison.  *'  A  delusive  image  is  thrust 
upon  the  subjugated  understanding,  which 
is  incapable  of  resisting,  because  uncon- 
scious of  attack."  Respiration  hurried  ; 
i  frequent  gaping ;  voice  strong  and  sonorous  ; 
pulse  130,  excessively  feeble  ;  tongue  fur- 
red  end  tremulous. 

Ordered  to  take  generous  diet  and  stimu- 
lants. 

Eight  p.  m.  Has  not  taken  any  refresh- 
ment. Still  continues  vigilant  and  suspi- 
cious ;  pulse  cannot  be  counted.  Mr.  White 
arrived  at  eight  p.  m.,  and  continued  with 
him  till  one  in  the  morning.  Brandy  was 
forcibly  conveyed  into  his  stomach  ;  a  large 
quantity  of  opium,  both  in  solution  and  pill, 
was  administered,  with  the  greatest  assi- 
duity and  perseverance,  by  Mr.  White,  but 
ineffectually  ;  the  symptoms  progressively 
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became  Worse,  and  the  man  di^d  at  a  quar- 
tet before  two. 

The  kindred  of  the  patient  did  not  alldw 
in  inspection  of  the  body. 


TUMOUR  OF  IliS  BREAST. 

Professor  (juthrie  excised  a  lumour  from 
tbe  breast  of  Mary  Bute,  10th  December ; 
it  was  of  a  lobulated,  fatty  kind,  and  ex- 
tended from  the  left  olavicle  down  to  the 
lower  edge  of  tbe  4lh  rib.  The  patient, 
w'bo  is  45  years  old,  states  that  the  tumour 
lias  been  twenty-two  years  in  growing  to  its 
present  magnitude,  but  that  it  has  not  given 
ber  any  pain  till  within  tbe  last  iuontb.  A 
straight  incision  was  made  directly  down- 
winds,  and  the  tumour  dissected  out.  No 
arteiies  were  tied. 


HYDROCELE. 

John  Murphy,  tetat.  29,  stout,  and  of  a 
bilious  temperament, admitted  December  10, 
with  hydrocele  of  the  right  testicle.  This 
had  gradually  accumulated  to  its  existing 
bulk,  during  the  five  preceding-  months.  A 
year  ago  he  w'as  affected  with  lues  venerea, 
and  treated  with  mercury,  both  in  pill  and 
unguent.  The  Professor  determined  him- 
self to  undertake  the  operation,  which  he 
partially  achieved  17  th  December. 

The  man  was  brought  forward  before  the 
great  chirurgical  diguitary,  who  thrust  out 
his  sinister  digits,  and  embraced  tbe  scro- 
tum. Having  made  the  usual  preparatory 
incision  j  and  shielded  the  stilette  with  his  | 
dext?r  index,  he  pierced  the  "  vasty  deep," 
of  the  intumescence,  and  liberated  four 
ounces  of  pellucid  serum.  During  these 
proceedings  the  illustrious  surgeon  deliver- 1 
ed  the  following  Clinical  Remarks  : — 

"  Ah,  my  man,  I  see  3*ou  have  been  a 
very  devil  amongst  the  girls.  The  nurse 
has  never  seen,  in  oil  her  practice,  so  mon- 
strous an  appendage  ;  but  never  fear,  lad, 
we'll  soon  bring  it  to  its  nat'ral  size. — 
Egad,  tlio',  this  is  not  a  sound  testicle.  No,  j 
no  ;  we  shall  play  the  devil  here  if  we  in- 
ject. We'll  tickle  htm  up  with  a  five-grain 
blue  pill,  night  and  morning,  and  scour  his 
guts  out  with  cherry  brandy,*  and  rest  on 
our  oars  a  hit*  You  say  you  have  been  on 
the  Continent,  eh  !  I  see  3rou  have  been 
d — r-d  incontinent." 

A  slight  inflammation  occurred  spontn* 
neously  in  tbe  testicle  ;  cold  lotions  were 
applied  ;  camphor  was  accidentally  included 
in  the  first  application,  which  led  Mr. 
White  to  relate  two  cases  in  which  camphor, 
applied  to  the  scrotum,  had  affected  the 
system  dileterionsl  v.  The  testicle  is  much 
larger  than  natural," but  there  is  no  fluid  in 
the  tunica  vaginalis. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 

INCISED  WOUND  OF  TUB  SCALP*  WITH 
PBACTURB  OF  THB  SBVIiL* 

Dennis  Connel,  ifetat;  35,  slightly  made, 
was  admitted  into  No.  17,  Rahere's  (back) 
Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mt,  Lawreuce,  at 
half  past  one,  October  ISt  While  engaged 
in  excavating,  a  stohe  fell  upon  his  bead 
from  a  height  of  25  feet.  There  la  a  wotjnd 
in  the  scalp  three  inches  in  length,  crossiag 
portions  of  the  parietal  add  frontal  bOnes, 
and  nearly  in  the  direction  of  the  anterior 
superior  angle  of  the  parietal  bone,  fto 
fracture  underneath  the  wound,  But  at 
about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  from  It  along* 
the  frontal,  dear  to  it*  union  with  the  left 
parietal,  a  fracture  can  be"  distinctly  aster* 
tained  with  the  finger :  no  depression.  The 
left  eye  is  much  injured.  The  accident 
occurred  three  quarters  of  an  hour  before 
admission.  The  patient  has  been  sick,  add 
vomited.  He  has  walked  from  a  coach  at 
the  door,  to  bed.  Some  questions  he  an- 
swers  rationally,  others  ineoherently.  Or* 
dered  the  head  to  be  shaved,  the  lips  of  the 
Wound  to  be  brought  together  by  adhesive! 
plaster,  and  a  cold  lotion  kept  over  it* 
Eighteen  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  front 
the  arm,  a  dose  of  calomel  and  jalap  imme- 
diately, and  hoase  physic  In  a  few  hoafB 
afterwards. 

14.  The  bowels  have  been  moved  three 
times.  The  left  eye  is  completely  closed; 
with  a  dark  intumescence  around  both  eyes. 
Has  felt  much  inclined  to  sleep,  and  slept 
a  good  deal  during  the  night.  Head  rather 
painful ;  pulse  t>4,  tongue  brown*  V.8.  to 
10  ounces. 

IT).  The  eye  is  somewhat  better;  com- 
plains of  more  pain  under  the  laceration. 
Has  passed  a  restless  night,  and  answers 
questions  with  difficulty  and  eonfusioB» 
Tongue  dry,  skin  hot;  pulse  quick,  and 
hard.  The  bowels  have  been  freely  opened; 
The  blood  that  has  been  taken  away,  much 
iuflamed.    Take  14  ounces  from  the  arm. 

16.  Rather  better ;  take  away  from  8  to 
10  ounces  of  blood. 

A7.  Foels  considerably  better,  and  does  not 
complain  now  of  pain  in  the  head.  A  little 
inflammation  about  the  edges  of  the  wound  j 
keep  the  bowels  open  with  house  physic 

Nov.  8.  Has  continued  to  recover  without 
any  interruption,  and  is  now  leaving  the 
Hospital  perfectly  cured. 


*  House  purge. 


FRACTURE  OK  THE  STERNUM. 

Joseph  Morris,  aetot.  43,  a  carman,  and 
healthy-looking  man,  admitted  into  Harley's 
Ward,  under  the  car©  of  Mr.  Earle,  attbree 
o'clock,  October  17,  waa  knocked  down  by 
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n  violent  blow  on  the  chest,  with  the  pole 
of  a  hackney  coach,  in  Bridge  Street,  Black- 
friars.  He  waS  taken  into  a  surgeon's,  who 
bled  him,  gave  him  aperient  medicine,  and 


the  care  of  Mr.  Lawrenoe,  with  a  turnout 
over  the  anterior  and  upper  part  of  the 
libula.  The  patient  states,  that  it  must  be 
ten  years  since  she  first  observed  a  small 


sent  him  to  the  hospital.  There  is  fracture  >  hard  tumour  proceeding,  as  she  was  in- 
of  the  sternum,  with  depression  of  the  up-  I  duced  to  suppose,  from  the  head  of  the 
per  portion,  and  slight  emphysema  across  tabula,  and  connected  to  it.  It  continued 
the  chest.  He  is  in  great  pain.  Twenty  in  pretty  much  the  some  condition  for  five 
ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  the  arm  in  years,  without  giving  any  pain  or  inconve- 
the  evening,  and  the  ril)  belt  to  be  applied.  |nience.  Five  years  ngd,  When  measured 
13.  Has  passed  a  restless  night,  and  has  round,  it  caused  this  leg  to  appear  half  an 


great  difiiculty  in  breothiug.  Pulse  feeble 
and  quick ;  bowels  much  relaxed.  Take 
10  grains  of  compound  powder  of  ipecacu 


inch  thicker  than  the  other.  Subsequently 
she  ft* It  occasional  pain  in  it,  and  chiefly  at 
the  changes  of  weather.  Until  last  Septem- 


anha  immediately,  and  repeat  it  every  six  ber,  it  occasioned  her  no  inconvenience  ; 
hours  if  necessary.  she  then  felt  it  a  little  more  stiff  and  pain- 

19.  Bowels  quiet.  Has  passed  a  better  ful  than  usual ;  the  chief  uneasiness  was  ex* 
night;  breathing  still  difficult;  expecto-  perienced  when  kneeling.  In  October  last, 
rates-  much  purulent  matter ;  perspires  she  walked  from  Loudon  to  Hampstead  and 
freely;  pulse  feeble.    Take  three  grains  of  back,  without  feeling  much  pain.    A  month 


antimooial  powder  iu  a  pill,  and  five  grains 
of  the  nitrate  of  potass,  in  a  mixture,  every 
four  hours. 

'26.  Complains  of  much  pain  about  the 
chest ;  breathing  frequent,  short,  and  dif- 
ficult ;  puis*  90,  -small,  and  hard  ;  tongue 


ago,  Mr.  Lawrence  saw  the  tumour  at  the 
patients  home  ;  it  was  then  much  less  than 
it  is  now,  and  so  hard,  as  to  cause  him  to 

doubt  whether  it  was  not  exostosis.  It  is 
now  rather  larger  thau  the  half  of  a  pretty 
large   lemon,  apparently  firmly  connected 


white,  but  moist;  bowels  open.  Take  '  to  the  head  and  upper  part  of  the\  libula. 
away  10  ounces  of  blood,  by  cupping,  from  i  There  is  a  degree  of  elasticity  in  some  parts 
between  the  siioulders.  Leave  off  the  for-  of  it ;  but,  iu  all  other  parts,  firm  and  hard, 
mrr  medicines,  and  take  eight  grains  of  the  \  presenting  to  Mr.  Lawrence's  mind,  almost 
nitrate  of  potass,  and  ten  minims  of  th 


tincture  of  digitalis  in  an  ounct 


d  a  half  of 


decided  symptoms  °f f  ungus  liaviatodes.  There 
is  one.  giatul  in  the  groin,  directly  over  the 
femoral  artery,  which  appears  to  be  slightly 
enlarged  on  each  side.  The  pulse  is  quick, 
tongue  clean,  and  the  patient  is  altogether 
favourable  for  the  operation,  which  Mr. 
Lawrence  looks  upon  as  her  only  chance. 
He,  however,  requested  that  Messrs.  Vin- 
cent aud  Larle  should  see  the  case.  These 
gentlemen  look  upon  the  nature  of  the  dis- 
ease as  doubtful,  and  recommend  that,  at 
least,  the  tumour  be  punctured,  that  its  in- 
ternal structure  may  be  ascertained,  before 
the  limb  is  removed.  Mr.  Vincent  suggest- 
ed, whether,  if  it  were  malignant,  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  tumour  being  very  well 
marked,  its  removal,  together  with  the 
upper  part  of  the  fibula,  might  not  be  suffi- 
cient. 

2i>.  The  patient  having  consented  to  the 
operation,  was  this  day  brought  into  the 
operating  theatre  ,  and  after  puueturing  the 
tumour,  and  finding  it  such  us  to  call  for  the 
operation,  Mr.  Lawrence,  assisted  by  Mr. 
Skey,  performed  the  amputation  at  the  lower 
third  of  the  thigh.  Three  minutes  were 
occupied  iu  the  removal,  and  ten  in  the 
taking  un  of  five  vessels.  The  operation 
was  neatly  performed  by  the  circular  in- 
cision, but  there  seemed  to  have  been  a 
greater  Hap  of  the  integuments  made  than 
was  necessary. 

On  examining  the  morbid  parts,  which 
Julia  Baker,  «t.  ;>r,  a  slender  healthy  :  Mr.  Lawience  did  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
woman,  admitted  into  Faith's  Wan),  under  i  Larle  and  those  around  him,  immediately 


almond  mixture  every  six  hours. 

Kxpectoratiou  still  considerable.  Has 
a  constant  cough  :  pain  not  so  violent  iu 
the  chest  ;  pulse  frequent  a  id  hard  ;  bowels 
relaxed.  'Fake  12  ounces  of  blood  from  be- 
tween the  shoulders  by  cupping. 

tM.  Has  been  relieved  by  the  cupping, 
but  continues  to  complain  of  pain  in  the 
chest.  Lvery  time  he  breathes,  supposes 
ho  feels  a  portion  of  the  sternum  projecting 
into  the  chest.  There  is  now  no  irregula- 
rity ascertainable  of  the  sternum.  The  belt 
is  still  applied. 

llt.  Lasier  and  better  on  the  whole.  The 
expectoration  still  purulent  ;  perspirations 
not  so  great;  tongue  white,  but  moist.  Mo 
appetite  ;  continue  the  last  medicine. 

.Nov.  1.  Breuthes  without  pain,  but  can- 
not take  a  deep  inspiration.  The  expecto- 
ration has  almost  ceased. 

"21.  lias  continued  to  improve  till  within 
n  day  or  two,  wh'-o  the  pain  in  the  chest  re- 
turned in  a  slight  degree;  six  ounces  of 
blood  were  agaiu  taken  away  by  cupping, 
and  he  is  relieved  by  it.  He  went  on  for 
-another  week  doing  well,  and  was  then  dis- 
charged. 


Ol*F.  ft  A  1  ION — -  A  M 1'  V  T  A T 1 0  N 
LEG. 
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after  the  operation,  the  tumour  was  found  to 
proceed  directly  from  the  anterior  end  upper 
part  of  the  fibula.  Just  below  the  external 
integuments,  the  parts  that  were  hard  to 
the  touch,  were  bound  down  by  the  fascia  ; 
the  soft  parts  had  forced  their  way  through 
the  fascia.  A  section  of  the  tumour  pre- 
sented a  medullary  appearance ;  but  from 
its  being  firm  and  solid  when  pressed  upon, 
and  a  apicuia  of  bone,  to  the  extent  of  an 
inch,  growing  from  the  head  of  the  fibula, 
and  penetrating  its  subatance,  Mr.  Law- 
rence was  induced  to  look  upon  it  as  an  in- 
stance of  oUeo- sarcoma,  and  therefore  the  more 
favourable  as  to  the  future  state  of  the  pa- 
tient. 

In  the  course  of  the  operation,  Mr.  Law* 
rence  had  to  request  one  of  the  dressers, 
who  had  rudely  taken  his  stand  close  to  the 
patient  with  his  hat  on,  to  take  it  off.  This 
reprimand  gave  general  satisfaction. 


TO  THE  READERS  OF  THE  LANCET. 

Many  complaittts  hsving  reached  us  rela- 
tive to  the  irregular  delivery  of  this  work, 
we  can  only  say,  that  if  orders  be  transmit- 
ted to  our  office  they  shall  be  immediately 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Newsmen  for  whofse 
dispatch  and  punctuality  we  pledge  our- 
Belves.  The  Lancet  may  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  every  Practitioner,  within  the 
Two-penny  Post  District,  by  bight  o'clock 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
The  papers  have  been  received  from  Man- 


The  writing,  of  the  reply  to  Mr.  Shute, 
is  not  legible. 

««  R."  must  wait  a  little  ;  the  whole  affair 
shall  be  exposed  indue  time. 

We  have  returned  the  papers  received 
from  Clapham  Rise,  to  "  Mr.  A." 

The  report  mentioned  by  "  Amicus,"  is 
a  groundless  calumny.  There  is  no  action 
peudiug  against  The  Lancet,  nor  against 
any  person  connected  with  it. 

The  paper  of  "  S.  V.  M."  cannot  he  in- 
serted. He  must  allow  us  to  gratify  our 
own  taste,  and  also  to  conduct  our  own  publi- 
cation in  our  own  way. 

Mr.  Churchill,  of  Park-afreet,  Grosvenor 
square,  has  been  elected  surgeon  to  the 
Royal  Iuurroary   for   the   Diseases  of 
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Lecture  XIII. 

Decent  o/"t/ie  P«toic  VtMfni. 

When  the  pelvis  is  Urge,  and  the  vagina 
lax,  and  indeed  from  other  causes  particu- 
larly noted  hereafter,  the  viscera  in  the 
pelvis  are  apt  to  descend,  and  the  vagina, 
the  bladder,  the  womb,  or  the  other  vis- 
cera, sometimes  come  forth.  In  different 
degrees,  the  descent  of  the  parts  within 
the  pelvis  may  occur,  and  sometimes  you 
find  them  lying  in  sight  between  the  limbs, 
(as  in  the  casts  before  you,)  forming  a  large 
swelling  there  as  big  us  the  closed  hand, 
or  as  large  as  the  head  of  a  full-grown 
foetus  ;  in  other  cases,  they  descend  merely 
to  the  perineum,  on  which  they  rest  witliiu, 
occasioning  this  part  to  swell,  and  form  a 
rounded  tumescence,  when  the  patient 
urges  ;  and  sometimes  the  descending  parts 
lie  considerably  above,  the  mouth  of  the 
uterus  sinking  merely  two  or  three  inches 
below  the  level  of  the  brim  ;  the  viscera  of 
the  pelvis,  generally,  or  the  uterus  in  par- 
ticular, pushing  towards  the  outlet  of  the 
pelvis,  without,  however,  getting  a  bearing 
on  the  external  parts. 

It  is  to  a  variety  of  causes,  operating 
more  or  less  in  combination,  that  these  de- 
scents may  be  attributed.  Where  a  pelvis 
is  of  small  Bize,  it  is  by  no  means  impossible 
that  the  viscera  may  come  down  ;  but  they 
are  much  more  liable  to  this  displacement, 
if  the  pelvis  be  of  extraordinary  capacity,  as 
in  some  of  those  very  bulky  specimens  which 
lie  upon  the  table  before  you.  When 
the  vagina  is  closed  in  the  natural  degree, 
there  is  little  risk  of  these  descents  ;  but 
if  there  be  much  of  vaginal  relaxation, 

No.  283. 


whether  this  arises  from  raucous  discharges, 
or  from  floodings,  or  from  frequent  child- 
birth, or  from  other  causes,  this  dilatation, 
contributes  greatly  to  the  descent  of  the 
viscera ;  for  the  small ness  of  the  vagina  is  a 
principal  security  against  these  troublesome 
displacements;  and,  indeed,  the  naturalist 
might,  I  think,  reasonably  enumerate  the 
small  size  of  the  human  vagina,  as  compared 
with  that  of  many  other  of  the  mammiferous 
females,  among  the  indications  that  our 
race  was  designed  for  the  erect  posture, 
and  has  not  nsurped  this  position  in  the  way 
that  some  speculators  have  contended.  Add 
to  these  causes,  an  elongation  of  the  broad 
ligaments,  which  may  become  stretched  so 
far  as  to  allow  of  a  more  extensive  movement 
of  the  womb,  which  they  ought  to  retain  in 
connexion  with  the  sides  of  the  pelvis. 
Add,  moreover,  a  certain  aptitude  of  the 
parts,  acquired  by  frequently  descending; 
for  if  the  woman  have  once  laboured  under 
procidentia  of  the  bladder,  womb,  orvugina, 
the  descent  of  the  parts,  often  repeated, 
seems  to  form  and  adapt  them  to  the  change 
of  position,  sothut  lor  a  length  of  time  after- 
wards, if  not  throughout  tbe  remainder  of 
life,  there  is  always  more  or  less  tendency 
to  yield  to  the  impulse.  So  that  among  die 
more  immediate  causes  of  this  descent  of 
the  pelvic  viscera,  you  may  enumerate  these 
three  as  of  principal  and  proximate  ope- 
intion  ;  the  conformability  of  the  parts,  de- 
rived from  a  frequent  descent,  tbe  elongation 
of  the  broad  ligaments,  and  the  relaxation  of 
the  vagina,  especially  when  they  are  acting 
in  co-operation  with  an  over-largeness  of 
the  pelvis. 

If  the  womb  becomes  heavier,  this,  no 
doubt,  tends  to  bring  on  a  prolapsus  ;  and 
we  find,  accordingly,  when  the  womb  is  en- 
larged from  the  puerperal  state,  (being  large 
and  heavy  as  the  head  of  a  full-grown  foetus,) 
or  when  it  is  enlarged  from  scirrhus,  poly- 
pus, or  other  causes,  descents  are  apt  to 
occur;  and  these  are  more  especially  incident 
to  women  immediately  after  delivery,  when 
the  largeness  of  the  vagina,  and  the  in- 
creased weight  of  the  uterus,  are  found  to 
concur  ;  and  you  will  find,  accordingly,  that 
most  women  who  have  had  a  numerous  and 
patriarchal  family,  if  they  rise  early,  within 
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the  fourth,  or  fifth,  or  sixth  day,  complain, 
more  or  leas,  of  symptoms  indicating  a  pro- 
lapsus of  the  uterus. 

When  the  pelvis  is  large,  and  the  softer 
parts  are  greatly  relaxed,  independently  of 
any  very  Btrong  action  of  the  abdominal  mus- 
cles, procidentia  uteri  muy  be  produced  ; 
but  a  principal  cause  of  these  descents,  act- 
ing in  co-operation  with  those  already  enu- 
merated, is  the  strong  action  of  these  mus- 
cular parietes,  to  which  many  women,  from 
various  causes,  are  subjected,  vomitings  re- 
peated, and  much  couching  after  delivery, 
with  urgings  produced  by  the  diseases  of 
the  rectum  or  of  the  bladder,  all  hare  a 
tendency  to  bring  on  the  descent  of  the 
womb;  so  where  women,  as  in  the  lower 
circles  of  life,  are  accustomed  to  carry  great 
weights  on  the  bead,  or  are  employed  in  , 
washing,  wriuging,  basket  or  tub-lifting, 1 
or  the  like,  prolapsus  is  a  disease  to  which 
they  become  very  obnoxious. 

Now,  on  the  principles  here  laid  down,, 
you  may  explain  the  operation  of  various  re- 
moter tuu-es  in  producing  this  affection. 
After  flooding aud  miscarriages  women  may 
be  very  liable  to  the  disease,  because  these 
miscarriages  and  floodings  have  a  tendency 
to  relax,  aud  lay  open  the  parts.  In  like 
manner,  early  vising  after  delivery,  coughs, 
vomitings,  and  urgings  during  the  puerperal 
state  more  especially — a  life  of  labour,  like 
that  of  the  black  population  in  the  West 
Indies — pregnancy  of  the  earlier  months, 
particularly  in  those  women  who  have  borne 
many  children,  the  relaxation  of  weak 
health,  may  all  operate,  more  or  less  re- 
motely, in  producing  this  disease — more 
common  after  the  age  of  twenty,  or  five-and- 
twenty,but  from  which  children  themselves 
are  not  altogether  exempt.  But  to  pro- 
ceed. 

In  a  view  to  our  further  observations 
upon  this  obstinate  and  distressing  affec- 
tion,the  descent  of  the  pelvic  viscera,  may 
be  divided  into  different  kinds, — those  in 
which  you  hare  a  descent  of  the  bladder, 
those  in  which  you  have  a  descent  of  the 
womb  and  viscera  generally,  and  those  cases 
in  which  the  vagina  descends;  not  to  men- 
tion here  some  other  varieties  of  prolapsus, 
of  smaller  interest. 

You  sometimes  m?et  with  a  great  deal 
of  relaxation  of  the  vagina,  and  elongation, 
f.o  that  this  part  may  come  forth,  laterally, 
in  front,  or  posteriorly  ;  the  rectum  or  blad- 
der tenpectively  issuing  with  it,  more  or 
less.  Small  at  first,  the  descent  at  length 
becomes  considerable,  and  then  there  pro- 
trudes a  sort  of  fleshy  mass,  and  which, 
till  examination  is  duly  mude,  you  may  sup- 
pose to  be  polypus,  or  the  result  of  a  de- 
scent of  the  womb  or  the  bladder.  It  is  only 
where  the  disease  has  been  of  some  conti- 
nuance, that  it  forms  tumours  of  larger  size, 


bulky  as  a  pullet's  egg,  for  example  ;  in 
the  earlier  stage,  the  tumour  is  very  small, 
perhaps  as  large  as  the  ball  of  the  apex  of 
the  fore  finger,  forming,  at  the  back  or  front 
of  the  vagina,  or  laterally,  or  in  all  the  three 
positions  at  once,  protrusions  by  no  means 
uncommon  ;  and  which,  unless  they  exceed 
in  size,  may  be  looked  upon  as  natural  to  the 
part.  But  these  tumours  may  show  a  dispo- 
sition to  increase,  and  then  they  begiu  to 
attract  attention,  and,  as  the  patient  con- 
ceives that  some  intumescence  is  forming, 
she  is  very  often  afraid  that  it  should  be  the 
commencement  of  some  other  more  formid- 
able disease,   of  cancer  particularly,  on 
which  account  ft  is  important  you  should  be 
able  to  know  it.    When,  from  the  descrip- 
tion given,  it  is  suspected  that  some  graver 
disease  is  forming,  you  ought  to  make  an 
examination  ;  and  where  this  rs  carefully  in- 
stituted, the  nature  of  the  affection  may  be 
sufficiently  ascertained;  yet  I  may  remark 
that,  when  the  vagina  comes  down.but  a 
little  way,  forming  a  tumour  not  larger  than 
the  first  joint  of  one  or  two  fingers,  you  are 
liable  to  overlook  it  in  making  your  investi- 
gation.   A  woman  says  there  is  a  swelling, 
which  she  conceives  to  be  polypus,  or  pro- 
lapsus, or  scirrbus  ;  at  all  events  she  is 
satisfied  that  there  is  tumour,  and  you 
examine,  and  say  she  has  none  ;  still  your 
patient  is  dissatisfied,  and  you  examine 
again,  but  find  none  ;  the  reason  of  which  is, 
that  if  the  examination  be  made  somewhat 
suddenly  and  carelessly,  and  particularly 
where  the  woman  has  had  a  large  family, 
the  protruding  part  may  be  pressed  back 
unperceived,  as  it  yields  readily  under  the 
entrance  of  the  index,  and  in  that  way  the 
deception  may  arise.    If  you  are,  there- 
fore, incompetent  to  the  nice  investigation 
of  these  points,  and  are  not  on  your  guard 
against  this  particular  fallacy,  the  existence 
of  tins  protrusion  is  liable  to  be  overlooked; 
but  if  the  investigation  be  conducted  with 
all  due  care  and  caution,  the  nature  of  the 
affection  may  be  easily  ascertained. 

If  the  vagina  come  down  in  a  greater  de- 
gree, so  as  to  give  rise  to  an  obvious  swell- 
ing as  large  ns  a  pullet's  egg,  T  believe  the 
only,  or  the  most  effectual  mode  of  giving 
relief,  is  by  means  of  an  egg  shaped  ;/«a»ry; 
this  form  being  by  Nature  destined  for  such 
canals — sequere  naluram.  In  the  lower  ranks 
of  life,  an  egg  itself,  hard  boiled,  and  pro- 
perly supported,  may  be  introduced,  or  you 
may  recomraeud  one  of  tin  Sd  balloon  pes- 
saries, invented,  I  believe,  by  a  very  inge- 
nious practitioner.  Mr.  Pointer  of  Canideu- 
town,  and  sold  by  Thompson  of  Little  Wind- 
mill Street;  instruments  which  seem  to  be 
very  well  adapted  for  the  purpose.  If  the 
parts  descend  in  a  slight  degree  only, 
you  may  then  endeavour  to  cure  the  dis- 
ease by  means  of  astringents:  solutions 
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of  alum,  sulphate  of  line,  preparations  of 
copper,  and  of  galls,  according  lo  the  ef- 
fect produced,  to  be  used  as  injections 
and  washes  of  various  strength,  hut  I  fear 
that  much  is  not  he  expected  from  them. 
If  there  is  much  inflnmmntion,  leeches, 
fomentations,  and  poultices,  will  afford 
relief,  and  I  would  fain  persuade  myself,  that 
in  some  cases  of  delivery,  if  the  woman 
is  confined  to  the  horizontal  posture  strict- 
ly, say  for  five  or  six  weeks  after  partu- 
rition, a  radical  cure  of  this  disease  might 
be  obtained,  for  under  this  condition  of  the 
genitals,  the  vagina  is  very  prone  to  con- 
tract itself.  In  making  this  observation,  how- 
ever, I  may  remark,  that  I  have  one  patient 
who  has  luboured  under  the  severer  form  of 
this  disease  for  a  considerable  time,  and  who 
lias  been  delivered  two  or  three  times, 
without  obtaining  effectual  relief -,  it  is  true 
that  she  has  never  submitted  completely  to 
the  discipline  of  the  long-continued  horizon- 
tal ;  but  I  could  not  perceive,  in  her  case, 
that  the  state  of  the  vagina  after  child-birth 
produced  any  obvious  tendency  t  >  constric- 
tion of  the  part.  In  diseases  of  the  vagina, 
bandages  and  compresses  may  be  of  service. 

The  next  disease  to  which  I  request  your 
attention,  is  the  descent  of  the  urinary  blad- 
der, which  may  occur  in  different  degiees. 
In  some  extremer  cases,  the  bladder  lies 
forth  between  the  limbs  of  the  patient,  form- 
ing a  tumour  there,  larger  when  the  bladder 
is  full,  smaller  when  it  is  empty,  and  gene- 
rally about  the  size  of  an  orange,  admitting 
the  introduction  of  the  catheter  into  its  ca- 
vity. Now  by  these  characters,  the  higher 
degree  of  this  disease  may  be  readily  dis- 
criminated ;  the  tumour  varying  in  hulk  ac- 
cording to  the  quantity  of  the  secretion,  and 
admitting  the  catheter  into  its  centre.  A 
cast  representing  this  tumour  under  its  usual 
aspect  is  here  on  the  table  before  ycu.  It 
sometimes  happens,  that  the  descent  of  the 
bladder  is  in  the  slighter  degree  only,  and 
then  no  tumour  lies  out  under  the  eye,  but 
there  is  merely  a  tumour  in  the  hack  part  of 
the  symphysis  pubis.  When  the  bladder  is 
full,  this  swelling  js  very  large,  blocking 
the  vagina  up  ;  and  when  it  has  been  emp- 
tied by  the  introduction  of  the  catheter,  it 
becomes  much  smaller ;  and  if  you  pass  up 
the  instrument,  you  may  distinguish  it  within 
the  cavity  of  the  swelling  (an  excellent  cha^ 
racter  of  the  disease,)  and  under  voluntary 
urging,  the  pwelling  is  found  to  increase 
considerably  in  its  size  ;  ami  by  these  marks 
the  disease  may  be  easily  known.  Some- 
times, too,  instead  of  a  mere  descent  of 
the  bladder,  inverted  by  the  vagina,  you 
have  a  descent  of  the  uterus  also ;  so 
that  if  you  examine  the  bladder  in  front, 
and  introduce  the  catheter,  and  if  you  then 
push  your  examination  further,  you  may  dis- 
tinguish palpably  a  very  Uara  substance, 


which,  by  its  feel,  its  form,  its  situation, 
and,  above  all,  by  its  mouth,  is  known  to  be 
the  uterus  ;  and  the  cautious  introduction  of 
a  small  sound  into  the  uterus,  renders  the 
diagnosis  still  more  complete.  If  the  dis- 
ease is  carefully  investigated,  and  you  ascer- 
tain the  various  characteristics  here  enume- 
rated, you  may  distinguish  it  with  facility 
from  all  other  affectious;  but  if  you  make 
your  inquiries  in  a  very  careless  manner,  you 
are  liable  to  confound  the  descent  of  the 
urinary  bladder  with  the  descent  of  the 
uterus,  with  inversion,  with  polypus,  or 
with  that  descent  of  the  vagina  which  I 
was  before  describing  to  you.  But  I  don't 
pretend  to  teach  diugnosis  to  those  who 
yawn  over  disease. 

When  the  bladder  descends  a  great  way, 
so  as  to  fer  n  a  tumour  between  the  thighs, 
the  only  effectual  mode  of  relieving  the  dis- 
ease is  by  introducing  something  into  the 
vagina;  an  egg-shaped  pessary,  or  even 
one  of  the  round  pessaries,  adapted  to 
the  capacity  of  the  dilated  parts,  ascertained 
l»y  a  trial  of  instruments  of  different  diame- 
ters. If  the  bladder  have  not  pushed  down, 
so  as  to  make  its  appearance  externally,  a 
pessary  may  not  be  necessary  j  and  in 
married  women  especially,  it  is  desirable 
that  this  instrument  should  not  he  used. 
When  the  descent  is  beginning  in  this  man- 
ner, it  should  be  our  principal  indication  to 
keep  the  bladder  empty,  and  to  tell  the  pa- 
tient to  abstain  from  all  urging,  a  rule  to  be 
observed  with  the  utmost  strictness,  as  the 
infraction  of  it  must  increase  the  descent. 
Lotions  of  alum,  of  sulphate  of  zinc, 
of  sulphate  of  copper,  of  galls,  and  so  on, 
are  recommended,  of  various  strength,  accord. 
in<i  to  the  effect  produced;  and  if  a  patient 
becomes  pregnant,  1  should  recommend,  as 
before,  that  she  should  be  confined  to  the 
horizontal  position  for  a  few  weeks  after 
delivery,  in  order  to  allow  of  the  vagina  con- 
tracting itself,  and  giving  the  bladder  a  more 
effectual  support. 

As  women  are  liable  to  the  descent  of  the 
vagina  and  of  the  badder,  so  also  they  are  still 
more  frequently  liable  to  a  disease  of  which 
you  have  often  heard,  no  doubt,  I  mean  the 
prolapsus  of  the  uterus,  and  sometimes  it  lies 
out  under  view,  as  in  the  easts,  and  some- 
times it  comes  down  nearly  t>  the  outlet  of 
the  pelvis,  and  occasionally  it  prolapses  one 
or  two  inc  hes  only,  lying  but  little  below  its 
ordinary  level,  yet  not  unfrequently  occa- 
sioning the  most  troublesome  inconvenience, 
and  hence  the  disease  has  been  divided  into 
three  varieties:  relaxation,  prolapsus,  and 
procidentia  —  when  the  womb  protrudes, 
the  disease  is  called  procidentia  ;  when  it 
remains  at  the  outlet,  prolapsus ;  when  it 
scarcely  subsides  below  the  level  of  the 
brim ,  it  then  constitutes  what  is  denominated 
a  relaxation.  I  have  seen  several  cases  in 
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which  the  vagina  has  been  forming  a  large 
cyst,  which  lay  forth  between  the  limbs ; 
this  cyst  containing  not  the  womb  merely, 
but  in  part  the  bladder,  the  small  intestines, 
the  ovaries,  and  perhaps  the  rectum,  for 
where  you  have  procidentia,  it  very  rarely 
happens  that  the  womb  only  descends, 
generally  the  other  viscera  come  with  it, 
in  larger  or  smaller  mass.  A  case  of 
this  kind,  if  you  are  incompetent,  you  may 
mistake  for  polypus  inversio  uteri ;  not  to 
mention  a  large  descent  of  the  bladder  only  ; 
but  when  you  examine  the  tumour  with 
care,  you  will  frequently  discover  on  its 
aurface  the  ruga?  of  the  vagina  more  or  less 
conspicuous  ;  you  will  find,  also,  that  you 
can  introduce  a  catheter  into  the  tumour, 
provided  the  bladder  be  come  down  ;  and 
perhaps,  on  passiug  a  finger  into  the  rec- 
tum, it  may  descend  into  the  back  of  the 
cyst,  and,  above  all,  at  the  lower  part  of  it 
the  os  uteri  may  be  found.  Sometimes  the 
os  uteri  is  so  conspicuous,  that  you  can  see 
it  at  first  glance  ;  but  you  ought  to  be  awate 
that  at  other  times  it  appears  under  the  form  I 
of  a  very  minute  aperture,  the  usual  tuber- 
cle  being  wanting.  If  you  are  doubtful  j 
whether  this  is  or  not  the  aperture  leading 
into  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  (suspecting  it 
may  be  nothing  more  than  a  mucous  follicle,) 
take  a  blunt-ended  probe,  and,  with  gentle- 
ness, slide  it  along  the  reputed  opening  so 
as  to  ascertain  the  fact.  Now  if  you  have 
all  these  characters,  or  a  great  part  of  them 
combined,  you  need  be  at  no  loss  to  ascer- 
tain the  nature  of  the  disease :  a  large  tumour 
formed  between  the  limbs,  consisting  of 
the  various  parts  mentioned,  more  or  less 
rugous  on  its  surface,  admitting  the  catheter 
if  the  bladder  have  descended,  admitting  the 
finger  somewhat  when  it  is  introduced  into 
the  rectum,  and  containing  the  uterus,  which 
may  be  felt  often  very  distinctly  at  the 
lowest  part  of  the  tumour,  theos  uteri  being 
more  or  less  conspicuously  observable  in  the 
most  dependent  part,  containing  an  orifice 
which  leads  into  the  cavity  of  the  womb. 

In  procidentia  of  the  uteri,  it  is  remark- 
able that  the  health  of  the  patient  often 
suffers  very  little  ;  indeed  it  has  been  ob- 
served, with  truth,  that  the  general  health 
is  often  much  worse  in  those  cases  in  which 
there  is  a  mere  relaxation,  than  in  those 
cases  of  procidentia  which  wo  hove  just 
been  considering,  in  which  the  vagina  and 
Uterus  lie  forth  under  view. 

When  procidentia  uteri  is  clearly  ascer- 
tained, it  ought  to  be  your  first  object  to 
replace  the  parts,  if  this  be  safe  and  possi- 
ble, but  this  cannot  always  be  accomplished. 
Now,  if  this  practice  be  inadmissible,  you 
had  better  have  some  defence,  or  shield,  in 
order  to  cover  the  tumour,  and  to  prevent  it 
from  suffering  injury  from  a  blow,  fall,  or 
other  violence.  Moreover,  the  woman  ought 


to  hove  a  well-adjusted  suspensory  bandoge, 

for  the  purpose  of  supporting  and  prevent- 
ing enlargement  of  the  swelling,  because 
if  it  is  left  for  years  without  a  suspensory 
support,  it  may  become  increasingly  larger, 
till  at  length  the  patient  can  hardly  sustain 
the  inconvenience.  There  is  a  good  deal  of 
excoriation  not  un frequently  observed,  and 
which,  I  apprehend,  arises  from  the  irrita- 
tion of  the  urine.  Much  aqueous  drink,  by 
diluting  the  urine, might  probably  materially 
palliate  this  inconvenience  ;  but  a  more  ef- 
fectual relief  is  derived  from  the  use  of  the 
catheter,  or  by  passing  the  fluid  while  seated 
in  a  warm  bath.  The  patient  may  learn  to 
pass  the  catheter  for  herself. 

The  principal  impediment  to  the  replace- 
ment of  the  uterus  in  these  cases  arises 
from  the  inflammation  which  may  be  occa- 
sioned by  reduction,  when  they  have  been 
lying  forth  for  months,  or  years,  and  where, 
as  in  cases  of  large  and  inveterate  hernia, 
the  parts  above  have  got  into  a  state  to 
resist  them.  Sometimes,  too,  as  Dr.  Clarke 
has,  I  think,  acutely  observed,  when  in- 
flammations have  been  going  on  in  the 
different  parts,  adhesions,  internally,  have 
taken  place,  so  as  to  form  bands,  and  entan- 
gle portions  of  intestines,  so  as  to  obstruct 
and  give  rise  to  the  symptoms  of  incarce- 
rated hernia.  In  general,  however,  when 
you  have  procidentia  of  the  uterus,  you  may 
replace  the  parts  easily  enough.  You  place 
the  woman  in  the  recumbent  position  \  you 
administer  the  catheter ;  and  you  get  a 
general  bearing  on  the  tumour,  and  press  it 
backward  and  upward,  as  if  you  were  urg- 
ing it  upon  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum, 
for  if  you  press  it  directly  upwards,  you 
will  bring  it  to  bear  on  the  symphysis  pubis, 
as  this  demonstration  shows.  Then,  after 
the  parts  have  been  replaced  in  this  man- 
ner, a  pessary  is  introduced,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  second  descent,  and,  perhaps,  the 
most  convenient  form  of  the  pessary,  in 
these  case?,  is  the  globular,  or  oviform  ;  it 
gives  to  the  descending  parts  a  very  con- 
siderable bearing,  by  means  of  its  broad 
surface.  But  you  find,  sometimes,  after 
you  have  replaced  the  uterus,  that  a  great 
deal  nf  pain  and  fever  are  produced,  so  that 
you  begin  to  be  alarmed  lest  abdominal  in- 
flammation should  ensue.  Now,  if  these 
symptoms  be  considerable,  you  bad  better 
take  nway  (he  pessary,  and  let  the  parts 
come  down  again.  Bleeding  from  the  arm, 
leeches  to  the  abdomen,  fomentations,  poul- 
tices, relaxation  of  the  bowels,  in  a  word, 
all  the  ordinary  remedies  of  the  milder  in- 
flammations, appear  to  be  indicated  here. 
If  symptoms  are  slighter,  and  the  pulse  do 
not  rise  above  100,  or  105,  in  the  minute, 
I  should  then  feel  inclined  to  suffer  the  pes- 
sary to  remain,  taking  care  to  empty  the 
bladder,  and  keep  it  empty,  so  that  more 
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room  might  be  left  for  the  uterus.  As  he-  [ 
fore,  you  foment  llie  abdomen,  apply  leechea,  I 
and,  perhaps,  take  away  a  little  blood  from 
the  arm.  If  the  symptoms  arising  from  the 
pessary  have  beeu  so  violent  that  it  should 
be  deemed  necessary  to  take  awuy  the  pes- 
sary, and  suffer  the  parts  to  come  down 
again,  I  should  not  therefore  totally  abau- 
don  my  attempts  jfbut  in  a  few  weeks  after- 
wards, perhaps,  I  should  resort  to  the 
pessary  again,  leave  it  in  for  two  or  three 
hours,  or  till  the  same  symptoms  began  to 
appear,  then  again  removing,  and  introduc- 
ing afresh,  after  they  had  subsided  ;  and 
thus  applying  the  pessary  longer  and  longer 
every  time,  1  should  hope  to  habituate  the 
parts  to  receive  the  viscera,  so  as  in  that 
manner  to  effect  a  permanent  replacement. 
In  most  cases  where  the  difficulty  arises  from 
want  of  room,  the  parts  have  beeu  descend- 
ed for  years,  and  where  the  parts  are  lying 
out  in  this  way,  under  sight,  they  are 
sometimes,  affected  with  a  great  deal  of  in* 
flammation  throughout,  with  fever,  and  with 
deep  seated  pain.  It  is  asserted,  that 
sloughs  have  taken  place,  and  that  women 
have  recovered  after  losing  the  uterus  ;  nor 
have  1  much  difficulty  in  believing  this, 
though  such  cases  are  in  a  manner  unique. 
"Were  I  to  meet  with  an  inflammation  of 
this  kind,  1  should  treat  it  the  same  as  an 
inflammation  of  any  other  viscera  :  bleeding 
largely  from  the  arm, giving  digitalis,  fometit- 
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OF  DEFORMITIES. 

By  Mn.  SHELDRAKE. 


On  the  most  effectual  Method  of  Instructing 
Young  Pertmts  in  th  t*  Exercises  that  will 
improve  their  Personal  Appearand,  and  ren- 
tier their  Form  more  perfect. 

All  the  different  modes  of  walking,  or 
moving  about,  have  been  produced  by  those 
habits  which  have  been  fixed  by  the  pur- 
suits in  which  the  parties  who  use  them 
have  been  engaged.  If  an  individual  is  en- 
gaged in  the  same  pursuits  during  the 
whole  of  bis  life,  the  uniform  continuance 
of  the  same  habits  will  impress  upon  bit 
person  an  indelible  form.  If,  at  some  pe- 
riod of  his  life,  be  changes  the  objects  of 
his  pursuit,  the  change  of  his  habits  will 
produce  a  corresponding  change  in  his  per- 
son, greater  or  less,  according  as  the  occu- 
pation that  he  adopts  differs  from  that 
which  he  has  quitted  ;  but  as  the  object  wo 
have  in  view  is  to  enable  persons,  in  the 
superior  ranks  of  society,  to  acquire  what- 
ever perfection  of  form  and  action  can  be 


ing  the  parts,  and, perhaps,  applying  leeches,  attained,  it  is  surely  better  to  begin  in  the 
which  you  might  very  conveniently  do,  the  rjs|,t  wuV  ftt  tne  vejy  earliest  period  of  life, 
womb  lying  beyond  the  external  organs  ;  to-  than  it  would  be  to  leave  every  thing  to 


pica!  cold  might  be  of  service.  By  all  these, 
and  the  ordinary  antiphlogistic  means,  in- 
flammation might  be  got  under  ;  and  then  if 
I  found  the  womb  could  be  replaced,  so  as 
not  to  give  a  great  deal  of  pain,  as  if  adhe- 
sions were  torn  through  by  the  operation, 
1  should  endeavour  to  replace  the  parts. 

You  will  ofien,  in  these  bases,  as  observ- 
ed before,  meet  with  excoriations  of  the 
tumour,  perhaps  in  three  or  four  places,  t  > 
be  attributed  to  the  urine  irritation.  By 
keeping  the  urine  from  the  surface,  as  be- 
fore recommended,  and  general  means,  and 
by  applying  some  stimulant  and  astringent 
remedies,  such  as  are  used  in  cutaneous 
diseases,  cures  may,  I  believe,  in  general, 
Ve  easily  obtained. 


chnnce  in  the  outset,  and  have,  afterwards, 
to  employ  much  valuable  time  in  correcting 
the  errors  to  which  carelessness  and  igno- 
rance had  given  both  origin  and  stability. 

The  real  object  of  this  instruction  is  to 
give,  at  the  earliest  period  that  they  can  be 
communicated,  strength  to  the  ligaments  of 
the  joints,  upon  which  their  power  greatly 
depends,  and  activity  to  the  muscles,  by 
which  they  are  rendered  more  obedient  to 
the  will.  The  whole  process  that  will  be 
necessary,  during  what  may  be  called  this 
first  stago  of  instruction,  will  he,  first,  to 
obtain  the  full  power  of  directing  the  feet 
alternately,  and  then  to  practise  walking 
carefully  and  steadily  upon  the  line,  for  as 
much  time  as  can  be  conveniently  devoted 
to  it  every  day  ;  in  doing  this,  it  should  be 
strictly  required  that  the  child  should  keop 
her  eyes  upon  her  feet,  to  see  that  she 
places  her  foot  exactly  against  the  line  at 
every  step  ;  this  will  give  a  firmness  to  her 
movements  which  will  atterwards  be  of  the 
greatest  consequence. 

This  course  should  be  carefully  followed 
till  the  child  is  five  or  six  years  old,  and 
may  be  continued  afterwards  as  opportuni- 
ties may  offer.  As  regularity  of  proceeding, 
and  certaiuty  of  effect,  are  always  to  be  de- 
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sired,  it  will  be  well,  in  tbe  first  instance, 
to  get  the  complete  management  of  the  feet, 
each  by  itself,  in  the  manner  that  bos  been 
described  ;  then  to  proceed  to  walking  care- 
fully and  slowly  upon  the  line,  in  the  man- 
ner that  has  been  described.  To  bring 
every  thing  to  a  certainty,  some  limited 
time  should  be  employed ;  suppose  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  at  each  practice,  in  the  be- 
ginning ;  this  should  be  inoreased  by  a  few 
minutes  at  a  time,  till  as  much  time  is 
given  to  it  as  may  be  convenient,  and  that 
time,  when  once  it  is  adopted,  should  be 
invariably  observed  and  allotted  to  daily 
practice. 

Children  who  are  treated  in  this  manner, 
for  the  first  six  or  seven  years  of  their  lives, 
will  not  become  distorted  in  their  persons 
while  that  treatment  is  going  on,  and  it  is 
not  probable  that  they  should  become  so 
afterwards,  because  the  course  of  exercises 
in  which  they  have  been  engaged  will  have 
given  them  habits  that  will  effectually  pre- 
serve them  from  such  defects  ;  if,  at  this 
early  age,  they  pass  into  the  hands  of  the 
danoing-master,  they  will  learn  more  from 
him  than  others  of  the  same  age,  who  have 
not  been  so  treated,  and  the  teacher  will 
have  less  trouble  in  giving  them  instructions 
in  his  art  than  be  would  have,  if  they  had 
not  passed  through  the  course  of  instruc- 
tions that  have  been  described. 

Female  children,  after  the  age  of  six  or 
seven  years,  pass  into  a  state  that  renders 
them  very  liable  to  become  distorted  in  their 
persons,  more  from  the  anxiety  of  their 
natural  connexions,  who  wish  to  give  them 
every  accomplishment,  and  even  add  to  them 
every  perfection  which  can  be  seen  in  the 
most  perfect  beauty.  They  are  unwilling 
to  believe,  that  what  they  wish  to  have 
cannot  be  obtained,  and  this  peculiarity  ren- 
ders them  especially  liable  to  be  imposed 
upon  by  the  dishonest  practices  of  ignorant 
people.  Perhaps  no  one  has  had  more  op- 
portunities than  1  have  had  of  knowing 
what  those  practices  are,  what  have  been, 
and  therefore  what  will  be,  the  effects  that, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  they  must  produce. 

For  these  reasons,  I  strongly  recommend 
to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  education 
of  young  ladies,  never  to  use  aay  of  those 
trumpery  articles  that  are  sold  under  the 
denomination  of  busks,  braces,  monitor  spi- 
nal stnys,  and  many  other  titles  which  1 
cannot  enumerate  ;  they  are  all  mischievous, 
nnd  many  of  them  are  known  to  be  so  by 
the  very  persons  who  sell  them.  No  matter ; 
they  get  money  from  the  sale  of  them,  and 
the  moment  they  receive  payment  for  the 
trash  which  they  sell,  they  lough,  in  secret, 
at  the  credulity  of  those  who  are  the  pur- 
chasers. 

1  likewise  advise,  that  all  articles,  of 
whatever  nature,  that  are  added  to  the 


female  dress  should  be  avoided ;  I  do  not 

mean  the  dresses  themselves,  for  all  female 
dresses  I  now  believe  to  be  harmless,  or  at 
least  that  they  do  no  lasting  injury  to  the 
persons  of  those  who  wear  them.  The  time 
has  been,  indeed,  that  an  article  of  female 
dress,  when  it  was  onco  introduced,  was 
worn  by  all  ;  grandmothers,  mothers,  and 
daughters,  all  wore  the  same  dress ;  there 
might  be  differences  in*  the  materials,  but 
the  fashion  was  the  same  in  all,  and  a  fa- 
shion, when  once  introduced,  lasted  in 
vogue  for  half  a  century  ;  so  that  when  any 
dress  was  introduced  that  had  mischievous 
properties,  the  injury  that  it  did  was  very 
great,  because  every  one  wore  it,  and  wore 
it  for  a  series  of  years.  This  state  of  things 
exists  no  longer,  for  the  successions  of  fa- 
shions in  female  dress  are  so  rapid,  that 
if  any  thing  is  produced  that  would  be  in- 
jurious if  it  was  used  for  a  long  time,  it 
passes  into  oblivion  so  quickly,  that  it  can 
liave  produced  no  effect  whatever  upon  the 
wearer. 

The  subject  that  I  remonstrate  against  is, 
the  use  of  such  contrivances  as  the  dress- 
makers sometimes  add  to  the  dresses  they 
make,  under  the  pretence  of  improving  the 
shapes  of  their  employers,  or,  perhaps,  the 
more  legitimate  endeavour  to  conceal  a 
striking  defect  in  the  figure  of  some  unfor- 
tunate customer. 

The  last  is,  perhaps,  tbe  case  in  which 
such  attempts  are  tbe  least  unjustifiable 
yet  every  attempt  of  this  kind,  although, 
perhaps,  at  first  it  appears  to  be  attended 
with  some  success,  in  general  terminates 
but  badly.  The  padding  that  is  put  iu  the 
hollow  of  such  a  person's  back,  to  make  the 
two  sides  equal,  depresses  that  hollow  more 
and  more  ;  additional  padding  is  put  on, 
the  hollow  still  increases,  till,  in  the  end, 
the  sufferer  sinks  under  her  complicated 
misfortune. 

The  best  course  that  can  be  pursued  to 
secure  to  young  ladies  of  the  superior  ranks 
of  society  all  the  advantages  that  can  be 
given  to  preserve  their  natural  forms,  and 
give  them  every  improvement  of  which 
they  are  susceptible,  is  to  devise  such  a 
system  of  exercises  as  shall  include  all  the 
movements  they  will  have  occasion  to  make 
in  those  scenes  in  which  they  will  be  en- 
gaged in  the  course  of  their  future  lives, 
and  enable  them  to  practise  those  exercises 
till  they  are  become  quite  familiar  to  them. 
Such  a  system  I  hare  brought  to  a  state 
that  nearly  approaches  to  perfection.  The 
practice  of  dancing,  as  it  is  taught  by  the 
best  masters,  will  contribute  to  the  same 
effect.  1  he  practice  of  what  have,  foolishly, 
been  called  gymnastic  exercises,  should,  oa 
every  account,  be  avoided,  for  reasons  that 
hove  already  been  mentioned. 

I  will  now  endeavour  to  describe  sm$  of 
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the  exercises  that  I  employ  to  teach  young 
persons  the  use  of  their  limbs  to  the  great- 
est advantage.  If  a  child  has  arrived  at  the 
age  of  seven  years  or  more,  and  has  not 
practised  those  exercises  which  have  been 
recommended  to  he  practised  in  early  life, 
the  time  is  now  come  when  she  must  learn 
to  practise  them ;  the  acquisition  will  re- 
quire great  exertion  on  her  own  part,  as 
well  as  on  that  of  the  professional  man  hy 
whom  she  must  now  be  instructed.  If  she 
has  been  left  to  the  ordinary  course  of  fe- 
male education,  she  h&s  been  allowed,  per- 
haps compelled,  to  stand  or  sit  still  in  one 
posture  for  hours  together,  with  her  head 
BtifhV  erect,  her  arms  straight  or  stiff  at  her 
sides,  or  her  book,  or  other  matter,  on  which 
she  may  be  employed,  held  stiffly  before 
her  face,  with  other  restraints,  which  are 
founded  upon  similar,  but  erroneous  prin- 
ciples. AH  these  improper  practices  now 
begin  to  produce  irregularities  in  her  figure  ; 
a  child,  at  the  age  of  seven  or  eight  years, 
is  no  longer  an  infant,  is  able  to  under- 
stand her  own  situation,  and  is  commonly 
willing  to  do  what  will  he  proper  to  im- 
prove it,  and  when  that  is  the  case  she  is  a 
favourable  patient  to  be  subjected  to  this 
treatmeut. 

After  she  has  been  taught  so  much  of 
these  exercises  as  has  been  already  de- 
scribed, she  is  to  keep  the  body  quite  erect 
upon  the  pelvis,  without  being  stiff  ;  the 
pelvis  quite  even,  but  the  leg*  so  little  con- 
strained, that  either  may  move  freely,  with- 
out creating  any  movement  of  the  pelris  or 
of  the  body  ;  she  should  move  one  leg,  at  the 
same  time,  by  pointing  the  toe,  and  with- 
out bending  the  knee,  lifting  the  leg  as  high 
as  she  has  occasion  to  do  wbeu  she  walks, 
by  bending  the  thigh  at  its  junction  with  the 
pelvis  ;  she  should  then  throw  the  leg  one 
step  forwards,  rest  firmly  upon  that  foot 
while  she  steps  forward  with  the  other  foot, 
and  thus  proceed  slowly  and  firmly,  till 
walking  in  that  manner  has  become  quite 
familiar  to  her.  She  is  then  to  make  a 
further  addition  to  her  practice,  by  stand- 
ing firm  upon  one  foot,  while  she  raises  the 
other  as  before,  but  higher  ;  and  before  she 
returns  it  to  the  ground,  she  is  to  describe 
a  semi-circle  with  her  foot,  at  the  same  time 
carrying  her  foot  backwards,  till  she  brings 
it  to  the  gTound  by  the  side  of  her  other 
foot.  When  she  ha>  acquired  the  power  of 
easily  making  this  motion  with  both  feet, 
either  separately  or  in  succession,  she  is 
again  to  walk  upon  the  lines  in  the  manner 
that  has  been  described,  but  making  the 
semi-circular  movement  with  each  foot  at 
every  step  she  takes,  and  this  she  should 
continue  to  do,  till  this  manner  of  walking 
has  become  quite  easy  to  her. 

The  reasons  for  using  this  exercise,  its 
use,  and  its  effect,  may  be  thus  described. 


Every  muscle  may  be  the  principal  in 
performing  some  action  in  which  the  mem- 
ber to  which  it  is  attached  is  engaged  ;  but 
no  muse'e  can  act  entirely  by  itself:  it  will 
always  be  accompanied  hy  the  actions  of 
other  muscles  which  form  parts  of  the  same 
limb,  in  proportion  to  their  relative  im- 
portance ;  of  this  many  examples  may  be 
produced,  but  I  shall  confine  myself  to 
one. 

If  a  man  stands  quite  upright,  with  his 
back  against  a  wall,  or  other  perpendicular, 
his  knees  quite  straight,  his  fret  close  to- 
gether, and  while  he  is  in  this  situation  he 
endeavours  to  move  his  great  toe  only,  with- 
out raising  his  foot  from  the  ground,  he  will 
find  it  is  impossible  to  do  so,  without  feel- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  some  motion  in  the 
calf  of  his  leg,  in  the  front  of  his  leg  to- 
wards the  outside,  and  in  the  muscles  of  his 
thigh  ;  because,  though  he  may  determiue 
to  move  his  toe  only,  that  cannot  be  done 
without  the  other  muscles  joining  in  the 
action,  according  to  the  proportion  they 
bear  to  each  other,  in  the  natural  action  of 
the  whole  limb.  When  the  thigh  is  moved, 
it  must  be  moved  by  all  its  muscles  acting 
together,  if  it  is  iutended  that  the  motion 
shall  be  advantageous;  if  any  one  muscle  in,  by 
accident,  prevented  from  moving  iu  harmony 
with  the  rest,  awkwardness  in  the  use,  or 
lameness  in  the  motion,  of  the  limb  is  pro- 
duced, and  this  cannot  be  removed,  unless 
the  natural  power  of  the  muscles  be  re- 
stored ;  if  that  is  done,  the  natural  use  of 
the  limb  is  restored;  if  it  is  not,  the 
sufferer  must  remain  permanently  lame. 

This  being  the  case,  it  is  of  consequence 
to  those  who  determine  to  give  their  chil- 
dren the  best  form  of  which  they  are  sus- 
ceptible, that  they  should  begin  to  use 
those  measures  that  are  calculated  to  pro* 
duce  the  desired  effect ;  to  acquire  the 
proper  U3e  of  their  legs  is  the  first  of  the 
important  measures  that  is  necessary  for 
this  purpose;  it  may  always  be  secured,  if 
the  plan  that  has  been  now  mentioned  is 
carefully  adopted,  and  it  cannot  be  adopted 
too  soon. 

This  practice  relates  equally  to  all  chil- 
dren of  both  sexes,  and  therefore  the  prac- 
tice should  be  universal  during  infancy ; 
but  after  that  state  is  past,  boys  are  re- 
moved into  situations,  and  subjected  to 
treatment  so  different  from  that  of  girls, 
that  they  are  no  longer  objects  of  attention 
in  these  particulars :  but  girls,  after  that  age, 
are  more  subject  to  become  distorted  in  their 
persons,  and  therefore  are  more  general 
objects  of  constant  attention  ;  and  the  treat- 
ment that  will  most  effectually  prevent 
them  from  becoming  distorted,  will  now  he 
described. 

This  treatment  consists  of  peculiar  exer- 
cises, which,  if  sedulously  followed,  will, 
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at  once,  add  to  their  health,  their  strength, 
and  preserve  the  natural  regularity  of  their 
form.  The  manner  of  using  their  legs, 
which  has  already  been  described,  will 
form  the  basis  of  it. 

The  scholar  or  patient,  whichever  it 
may  be  called,  should  stand  quite  upright 
upon  the  line,  as  has  been  already  directed. 
The  pelvis,  and  all  the  parts  that  are  below 
it,  are  to  be  kept  firmly,  but  not  stiffly  in 
their  original  position ;  she  is  to  look 
steadily  at  some  object  thatis  placed  directly 
hefore  her  ;  she  is  to  extend  both  her  arms 
in  a  straight  line,  and  without  altering  their 
position  afterwards,  with  respect  to  the 
body,  she  is  to  turn  the  body  itself  round 
upon  the  pelvis,  till  she  points  with  the 
fore-finger  of  one  hand  at  the.  object  ou 
which  her  eyes  have  been  fixed  ;  the  other 
hand  is,  by  this  action,  thrown  as  much 
backwards,  as  will  be  necessary  to  keep  the 
two  arms  on  a  straight  line  with  each  other. 

When  she  has  been  in  this  position  some 
time,  (a  few  seconds  at  first,  and  the  time 
to  be  gradually  increased  as  the  exercise 
becomes  familiar  to  her,)  she  is,  still  keep- 
ing her  eyes  fixed  upon  the  same  object,  to 
turn  her  body  round,  so  that  the  hand  which 
pointed  before,  is  made  to  poiut  backwards, 
and  the  other  to  point  forwards  at  the  same 
time.  She  is  to  repeat  this,  still  standing, 
till  the  practice  is  familiar  to  her  ;  she  may 
then  begin  to  walk  upon  the  line  as  has 
heen  already  directed,  and, at  the  same  time, 
exercise  the  body  and  the  arms  in  the  man- 
ner that  is  now  recommended. 

Another  desirable  exercise  will  be,  to 
procure  a  chair,  with  a  flat  seat,  and  made 
of  wood;  the  back  should  be  higher  than 
the  patient's  head,  when  she  is  seated  on  it: 
upon  this  chair  she  should  be  seated,  with 
both  her  feet  firmly  pressed  upon  the 
ground;  her  back,  shoulders,  aud  head, 
should  be  pressed  against  the  back  of  the 
chair:  while  she  is  in  this  situation,  her 
arms  should  be  extended  horizontally  in  a 
line  with  each  other.  When  she  has  taken 
this  position,  she  should,  without  moving 
her  feet,  or  her  seat,  or  taking  her  shoulders 
or  her  head  from  the  back  of  the  chair,  or 
altering  the  position  of  her  arms  with  re- 
spect to  her  body,  bend  her  body  sideways, 
till  she  carries  one  of  her  hands  as  near  to 
the  ground  as  possible  ;  the  other  arm  will 
then  be  proportionably  raised  in  the  air. 
When  she  has  been  in  this  state  for  some 
time,  she  should  raise  herself  into  the  erect 
position  upon  her  seat,  and  after  remaining 
so  for  a  short  time,  6he  should  reverse  the 
former  position,  by  pressing  downwards 
that  hand  which  was  first  raised,  and  vice 


the  actions  that  have  been  described,  every 
motion  that  can  be  required  in  any  of  the 
actions  of  ordinary  life,  when  it  is  not  a  life 
of  coarse  labour,  may  be  performed  with 
certainty  and  advantage,  provided  it  be 
not  carried  beyond  that  point  at  which 
the  greatest  strength  of  the  joints  termi- 
nates; if  carried  beyond  that  point,  de- 
bility, and  othf r  mischief,  will  ensue  ;  and 
distortion,  in  all  probability,  be  the  conse- 
quence. It  is  to  avoid  this,  that  I  recommend 
these  exercises  to  be  practised  by  the  pa- 
tients themselves,  under  the  direction,  in- 
deed, of  those  who  are  competent  to  direct 
every  thing  of  the  kind  to  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage. By  proceeding  in  this  manner,  all 
the  advantages  that  are  required  will  be  ob- 
tained, and  no  injury  be  inflicted  in  the  pur- 
suit. Patients  who  are  in  this  situation, 
may  be  induced,  under  the  direction  of 
skilful  advisers,  to  do  all  that  ia  necessary 
for  their  own  advantage,  but  not  to  exceed 
the  proper  point  to  which  each  action  is  to  be 
extended.  These  exercises  are  intended  to 
enable  those  who  are  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  young  persons,  to  bring  them  for- 
ward with  the  greatest  advantage,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  dis- 
torting or  disfiguring  their  persons,  so  many 
effectual  methods  of  doing  which  being  con- 
tinually offered  to  their  notice,  in  the  most 
inviting  manner.  What  has  now  been 
offered  for  consideration  and  adoption,  is  by 
way  of  prevention ;  when  distortion  has 
been  produced,  a  different  course  of  treat- 
ment must  he  pursued  to  get  rid  of  it,  and 
that  will  be  a  subject  for  our  next  investi- 
gation. 


Whoever  understands  the  structure  of  the 
human  body,  and  the  action  of  its  muscles, 
will  perceive  that  by  alternately  performing 
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EFFECTS  OF  SUDDEN  EMOTIONS  OF  THE 
MIND. 

Bap.tiifz  relates  the  case  of  a  female, 
who  having  let  her  infant  fail  from  her  arm, 
was  suddenly  struck  with  paralysis  of  one 
of  the  upper  extremities.  M.  Ilellis,  of  the 
Hotel  Dieu  at  Rouen,  has  lately  witnessed 
some  similar  cases*  A  girl,  about  1 2  years  of 
age,  being  present  at  an  execution,  was  so 
terrified  at  the  moment  when  the  criminal's 
head  fell,  that  one  of  her  arms  suddenly  be- 
came paralysed ;  she  was  broughtj  to  the 
Hotel  Dieu,  where  she  remained  during  three 
months,  but  without  receiving  any  benefit, 
though  her  general  health  was  undisturbed. 
In  another  case,  a  girl  of  nine  years  being 
attacked  by  a  dog,  was  so  frigh'tened,  that 
she  fell  down  in  a  senseless  state ;  when 
examined  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  the  pulse  waa 
found  quiet,  the  skin  perfectly  sensible,  the 
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countenance  indie* live  of  excitement,  and 
the  eyes  staring;  she  bad  fully  recovered 
her  senses,  but  had  uo  power  of  motion,  the 
muscles  being  in  a  state  of  rigidity,  and 
deglutition  was  very  difficult.  An  emetic, 
and  tbe  application  of  leeches  to  the  neck, 
were  without  any  effect,  and  she  died  sud- 
denly on  the  fourth  day.  On  examination 
of  the  body,  tbe  dura  mater  and  arachnoid, 
as  well  as  the  brain,  were  found  healthy ; 
tbe  lateral  ventricles  contained  a  small  quan- 
tity of  limpid  serum  ;  the  cerebellum,  spinal 
cord,  and  other  viscera,  exhibited  no  morbid 
alteration  whatever ;  the  pharynx  only  pre- 
sented some  traces  of  inflammation. — 
Jiiblioth.  Medic. 


RUMINATION*. 

M.  Riche,  physician  at  Maubeuge,  has 
communicated  to  M.  Uroussais,  the  follow- 
ing case  of  rumination.  A  young  man, 
about  seventeen  years  old,  of  middle  stature, 
and  a  strong  constitution,  has,  from  his 
ninth  year,  found  that  half  an  hour  after 
dinner,  the  food,  being  undigested,  ascends 
from  the  stomach  into  the  mouth ;  and  hav- 
ing been  again  masticated,  is  a  second  time 
swallowed  ;  this  process  is  accompanied  by 
neither  pleasant  nor  unpleasant  sensations  ; 
but  when  he  endeavours  to  suppress  the 
ascent  of  the  food,  a  very  painful  sensation 
is  produced  in  the  epigastric  region.  He 
has  an  extraordinary  appetite,  and  likes 
vegetable  as  well  as  animal  food,  although 
he  shows  some  predilection  for  the  latter; 
he  eats  very  fast ,  aud  a  long  time  after  din- 
ner, there  remains  a  bitter  taste  iu  his 
mouth ;  he  suffers  occasionally  from  colic 
pain,  and  has  a  slight  prolapsus  ani ;  his 
digestion  is  good,  aud  he  enjoys  excellent 
heulth.  Fluids  are  also,  a  short  time  after 
drinking,  brought  up  and  swallowed  a 
second  time.— Ann.  de  Med.  Phys. 

RUPTURE  OF  THE    LIGA11EMTU11  PA  TELL. "E. 

Cathar.  S.,  twenty  years  old,  of  a  weak 
constitution,  being  in  danger  of  falling  from 
a  staircase,  involuntarily  contracted  the  ex- 
tensor muscles  of  the  right  leg  with  such 
violence,  that  the  ligament  or  the  patella 
was  ruptured.    At  the  moment  when  this 
took  place,  she  beard  a  noise  like  the  crack- 
ing of  a  whip,  and  felt  violent  poin  on  the 
inner  side  of  the  knee  ;  she  instantly  fell 
down,  and  could  not  rise  again.    On  being 
examined,  the  rupture  was  easily  recognised 
by  the  protrusion  and  retraction  of  the  pa- 
tella, and   the   very  considerable  hollow 
below  it ;  tbe  leg  could  not  be  moved,  and 
overy  attempt  at  bending  it  cnused  excessive 
pain.    The    joint   being  much  swelled, 
eighteen  leeches  were  applied  to  it,  and  the 
leg  kept  extended  ;  after  two  days,  the  in- 
flammation having  subsided,  a  circular  bun- 


dnge  was  applied,  to'  bring  the  disunited 
parts  together,  tbe  leg  being  still  kept 
extended,  and  tbe  thigh  somewhat  bent 
upon  the  pelvis.  After  forty-two  days,  the 
apparatus  was  removed,  and  the  parts  were 
found  united,  but  still  very  tender  ;  the  pa- 
tient was,  however,  able  to  get  up,  and  to 
walk  with  the  aasistance  of  crutches ;  after 
a  few  days,  the  whole  limb  having  swelled 
greatly,  and  become  very  painful,  the  circu- 
lar bandage  was  re-applied, and  under  the  use 
of  this,  and  cold  uOusions,  the  patient  per- 
fectly recovered  after  three  mouths. — Jown. 
de  la  Hoc.  Roxf.de  M6d.  el  Chir.  de  Touloute. 

VfcLOCITV  OP  SOUND  IN  WATER. 

In  the  Annales  de  Chimie,  some  very  in- 
teresting experiments  are  communicated, 
which  M.  Colludon  has  lately  made,  relative 
to  the  above  subject  on  the  lake  of  Gene  vs. 
The  sound  being  produced  by  striking  on  a 
bell  which  was  suspended  in  the  water,  was 
heard  by  a  person  under  water,  and  placed 
at  the  distance  of  45,000  feet.  Tbe  water 
contuined  ufar,  0I*  saliue  particles,  was  at 
40°  Fahrenheit,  and  of  1,00015  specific 
gravity.  The  meau  velocity  of  the  sound 
was  4,703  in  a  second.  M.  Colludon  ob- 
served, that  when  the  sound  of  the  bell  was 
heard  at  some  distance  under  water,  it  sin- 
gularly differed  from  that  which  is  heard  in 
the  atmospheric  air,  and  was  very  short,  re- 
sembling that  obtained  by  striking  two 
knives  against  one  another.  Tbe  same  was 
observed  when  the  distunce  was  increased, 
aud  it  was  then  impossible  to  determine 
whether  the  stroke  on  the  bell  was  strong 
and  distant,  or  weak  aud  near.  The  bell 
being  repeatedly  struck  at  short  intervals, 
the  strokes  could  only  be  distinguished  at 
the  distance  of  600  feet ;  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance they  coalesced  into  one  continued 
sound.  Another  very  remarkable  circum- 
stance resulting  from  JU.  Colladon's  experi- 
ments is,  that  the  sound  is  not  propagated 
from  water  to  air,  when  the  direction  of  the 
vibrations  form  a  very  acute  angle  with  the 
surface.  The  bell  being  struck  at  the 
depth  of  six  feet  six  inches,  the.  sound  was 
distinctly  heard  over  the  surface  of  the 
water,  at  a  distance  of  656  feet ;  at  a 
greater  distance  it  rapidly  diminished  in  in- 
tensity, and  at  1300  or  1400  feet  was  not 
heard  ut  all.  The  movement  of  the  wuvt  a 
exerted  no  influence  on  the  velocity,  dura- 
tion, or  intensity  of  the  sound  ;  some  of  the 
experiments  were  made  during  violent 
storms,  but  gave  exactly  the  same  results  us 
those  made  in  calm  weather. 


ON  THE  WOUNDS  OF  THE  BRAIN,   AND  THE 
DIVI8I0N  OP  NERVES. 

M.  Flourens,  of  whose  researches  respect- 
ing the  nervous  system  we  have  spoken  in  a 
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former  Number,  having  recently  made  some 
further  experiments  of  the  same  nature,  was 
led  to  the  following  result : — 1.  The  brain 
and  spinal  cord,  when  wounded,  are  sus- 
ceptible  of  re-union  and  cicatrisation  ;  and 
after  the  healing  of  the  wound,  their  func- 
tions are  perfectly  restored ;  2.  After  the 
transverse  division  of  a  nerve,  complete  re- 
union ensues,  and  if  the  nerve  is  afterwards 
again  divided  below  the  cicatrix,  the  divided 
euds  will  perfectly  unite ;  3.  The  ends  of  dif- 
ferent nerves  can  also  be  made  to  unite  ;  a 
branch  of  the  eighth  pair,  for  instance,  with 
a  branch  of  a  cervicsl  nerve.  In  these  cases, 
the  nerve  thus  united,  sometimes,  though 
rarely,  regains  the  power  of  transmitting 
nervous  influence. 


An  Exposition  of  the  almost  total  Uselessnets 
of  tfie  Examinations  of  A^hecaries'  Shops  by 
the  Cemorsofthe  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
and  Warden*  of  the  Company  of  Apothecariet. 

By  a  Fellow  and  late  Censor  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians. 

Venv  few  of  the  medical  profession  know  in 
what  manner  the  examinations  of  the  shops 
of  apothecaries,  in  this  city,  are  conducted 
by  the  College  of  Physicians.  With  a  view, 
therefore,  of  giving  every  useful  information 
on  this  subject,  but  more  especially  with  an 
anxious  desire  to  have  it  conducted  effi- 
ciently, and  as  it  becomes  gentlemen,  I  sub- 
mit the  following  particulars  to  the  medical 
community. 

No  long  time  ago  I  was  elected  Censor  of 
the  College  of  Physicians,  and,  by  virtue  of 
that  office,  became  an  Examiner  of  Apothe- 
caries' Shops  ;  and  it  is  with  regret  that 
I  feel  myself  bound,  from  the  great  un- 
willingness on  the  part  of  that  respect- 
able body  to  which  I  belong  to  alter  their 
absurd  predilection  for  old  customs,  to  show 
how  entirely  useless  is,  and  has  been,  their 
inspection  of  drugs  in  the  shops  of  the  city 
of  London  for  more  than  a  century  past,  or, 
perhaps,  to  speak  more  correctly,  from  the 
first  foundation  of  the  college,  in  the  memo- 
rable reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth. 

There  are  only  three  inspections  of  apo- 
thecaries' shops  made  annually  by  the  Col- 
lege, and  these,  I  think,  generally  take 
place  in  the  month  of  August,  or  hottest 
season  of  the  year.  The  persons  chosen  for 
this  business  are  the  four  Censors,  accom- 
panied by  two  Wardens  of  the  Apothecaries' 
Company,  who  are,  I  believe,  by  some  old 
charter,  or  act  of  Parliament,  obliged  to 
give  their  assistance.  AH  these  worthy  per- 
sons meot,  at  a  late  hour  in  the  morning,  at 
the  mansion  of  the  College  of  Physicians, 
where,  after  partaking  of  refreshments,  such 


as  tea,  coffee,  and  cakes; 

beadle  has  presented  each  Censor  with  a 
few  cakes,  folded  up  in  white  paper,  in  ac- 
cordance with  immemorial  usage,  and  to 
save  them,  1  suppose,  from  the  temptations 
of  hunger,  the  whole  march  out,  attended 
by  the  beadle  and  porter  of  the  College,  to 
take  their  seats  in  two  hackney  coachea. 
It  ought  to  be  mentioned,  that  the  beadle, 
who  is  somewhat  of  a  decent  person,  with 
the  Censor's  book,  and  furnished  with  the 
names  of  some  dozen  shops,  to  be  examined, 
takes  his  seat  inside,  with  the  two  junior 
Censors  and  one  Warden,  whilst  the  porter 
mounts  beside  the  coachman  driving  the 
other  coach,  that  contains  the  two  senior 
Censors  and  the  other  Warden.  There  being 
no  legal  power  given  to  the  above  persons 
to  inspect  shops  either  in  Middlesex  or 
Westminster,  which  is  much  to  be  lamented, 
considering  that  the  greater  number  of  them 
are  situate  in  those  parts  of  London,  the 
inspection  can  ouly  take  place  within  the 
city  of  London.  The  first  place  examined 
the  first  day  was  Apothecaries'  Hall.  Here 
the  Master  of  the  Company  was  in  waiting 
to  tthow  the  shop  and  laboratory.  Neither 
myself  nor  colleagues,  after  looking  at  seve- 
ral of  their  articles  in  the  shop,  had  any 
reason  to  be  dissatified  with  what  we  had 
seen.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  I  could  not 
but  feel  a  degree  of  surprise,  and  I  dare 
say  the  same  feeling  pervaded  my  colleagues, 
when  they  entered  the  place  where  the 
preparation  of  articles  is  supposed  to  be 
carried  on,  to  find  it  quite  deserted,  save 
one  or  two  men,  who  appeared  to  have  little 
or  nothing  at  all  to  do.  The  only  signs  of 
pharmacy  observable,  were  the  formation 
of  mercurial  ointment  by  steam  ;  the  subli- 
mation of  benzoic  acid  ;  one  or  two  extracts 
making ;  and  some  sponges,  which  were 
said  to  be  on  the  eve  of  being  incinerated. 
These  last  seemed  very  good,  but  I  cannot 
help  confessing,  that  my  doubts  are  strong 
that  they  ever  underwent  the  above  opera- 
tion. Some  mercurial  ointment  was  shown 
us  by  the  master,  who  was  furnished  with 
a  magnifying  glass,  and  who,  I  believe, 
thought  the  sample  of  this  ointment  fit  for 
use  ;  however,  it  happened  to  be,  on  close 
inspection,  unusually  full  of  metallic  glo- 
bules. There  was  also  here,  I  think,  some 
mercurial  pill  inspected,  which  seemed  to 
contain  more  than  the  usual  proportion  of 
live  mercurial  matter.  The  worthy  Master 
of  the  Hall  very  candidly  owned,  that 
neither  the  ointment  nor  the  pil.  hydrargyri, 
was  to  his  satisfaction.  Where  such  im- 
portant services  as  the  navy,  East  India. 
Company,  and  where  public  charities,  such 
as  Greenwich  Hospital,  Sec,  depend  on  this 
medical  corporation,  it  is  of  vital  importance 
to  have  every  article  of  medicine  of  the  beat 
quality,  especially  those  of  a 
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ture,  otherwise  the  intentions 

ers  must  be  often  defeated.    I  now  object, 
strongly,  to  the  little  appearances  there 
were  of  many  articles  being  prepared  by 
tlie  Company  themselves.  The  medical  pro- 
fession have,  indeed,  a  right  to  expect,  that 
this  Worshipful  Company  will  not  ouly  ma- 
nufacture the  medicines  usually  manufac- 
tured by  respectable  chemists  and  druggists, 
but  that  they  will  give  the  College  of  Phy- 
sicians an  opportunity  of  judging,  at  the 
inspections,  that  they  prepare  what  is  ex- 
pected of  theru.  The  three  visitations  which 
were  made  when  I  was  Censor,  certainly  did 
not  impress  me  with  tlie  idea  of  much  work 
being  done  in  the  laboratory ;  it  seemed, 
indeed,  on  those  days,  as  if  it  were  quite 
holiday  time  with  these  good  folk.    1  do 
not  know  that  the  Company  of  Apothe- 
caries have  much  interest  iu  appointing  per- 
sons to  assist  our  College  quite  unfit  for  the 
office  ;  this  certainly  was  the  case  with  the 
two  Wardens  who  accompanied  us  ;  they 
were  men  worn  down  with  age  and  infir- 
mities, and  seemed  without  much  know- 
ledge of  the  genuineness  of  the  articles 
they  were  called  on  to  inspect.    One  was 
of  short  stature,  with  imperfect  visiou, 
through  natural  nearness  of  sight,  and  the 
zona  senilis  having  made  great  encroach- 
ments on  the  cornea.    If  my  memory  do  not 
deceive  me  greatly,  he  told  me  that  he  had 
lost,  or  had  a  congenital  defect  in,  two  of 
the  most  useful  organs  of  the  external  senses, 
namely,  those  of  smell  and  taste.    How,  in 
tho  name  of  decency,  is  a  person,  with  a  total 
obliteration  of  those  organs,  and  a  percep- 
tible decay  in  all  the  others,  fitted  for  the 
duties  of  inspector  of  drugs  ?    What  could 
possess  the  Apothecaries'  Company  to  elect 
for  such  an  office  a  man  unable  to  discover  the 
sensible,  and  perbaps  the  physical  proper- 
ties of  substances?  The  other  Warden,  his 
invaluable   coadjutor,  was  of  respectable 
height,  but  he  had  lost  the  symmetry  of  his 
legs  through  unsightly  swellings,  and  from 
the  peculiar  pallidness  of  his  face,  I  judged 
them  to  be  of  the  dropsical  kind  ;  there  was 
nil  that  torpidity  of  mind  and  body  belong- 
ing to  hydropic  disease.    These  two  indi- 
viduals, at  each  shop  we  stopped,  took  up 
a  great  portion  of  our  time,  through  the 
difficulties  they  experienced  in  descending 
from,  and  returning  again  to,   the  hack- 
ney coaches,  which  I  beg  to  say  were  of  the 
dirtiest  description. 

The  time  spent  each  day  in  visiting  shops 
may,  on  the  average,  be  reckoned  at  four 
hours  ;  hence  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  dura- 
tion of  the  whole  yenr's  inspection,  includ- 
ing the  loss  of  time  through  inactivity  of 
the  two  Wardens,  dots  not  exceed  twelve 
hours.  Is  this  in  the  least  degree  useful, 
considering  the  number  of  shops  requiring 
examination  in  such  a  metropolis  as  Lon- 


don, and  knowing,  M  I  do,  that  several  of 
the  shops  had  been  inspected  by  the  Cen- 
sors of  the  preceding  two  years:  I  calcu- 
late the  number  of  shops  altogether  visited 
in  a  year,  is  much  below  50  ;  and  in  each 
of  them,  perhaps,  a  dozen  of  articles  are 
examined. 

I  shall  here  describe  what  was  done  when 
we  entered  on  the  ground  of  visitation.  The 
beadle,  after  staring  about  for  some  time, 
without  previously  knowing  where  the 
shops  were  exactly  situated,  much  less  the 
number  of  the  houses,  at  last  pointed  to  one, 
and  we  followed,  and,  as  the  door  was 
opened,  he  quickly  introduced  us  as  the 
Censors  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and 
Wardens  of  the  Apothecaries'  Company; 
our  entrance  being  once  effected,  the  seuior 
Censor  began  by  inquiring  if  there  was  any 
Pharmacopoeia  kept,  if  it  was  the  latest 
edition  of  London  College.  Next  came  the 
inspection  of  weights  and  measures ;  and 
afterwards  the  Censors  individually  asked  to 
be  shown  several  articles,  such  as  aromatic 
confection,  tinctures,  particularly  of  the 
carminative  kind,  scammony,  rhubarb,  &c. 
In  more  than  one  shop,  1  observed  several 
pieces  of  the  last-named  drug,  which,  when 
looked  at  earnestly,  as  if  doubting  its  good- 
ness, I  wss  surprised  to  hear  it  staled  on 
two  or  three  occasions,  to  have  been  pur- 
chased at  the  Hall.  As  soon  as  this  answer 
was  given,  it  had  a  posing  effect,  as  we  had 
not  the  means  of  proving  the  truth  of  the 
assertiou  by  investigating  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  Hall  and  the  apothecary. 

The  profession  have  no  idea  of  the  bad  state 
of  some  shops ;  for  instunce,  we  met  with 
one  which,  in  addition  to  the  want  of  almost 
every  requisite  for  business,  there  was  no 
calomel,  and  the  proprietor  said  he  never 
used  any.  In  another  there  was  hardly  any 
thing  u.edicinal,  not  even  scammony.  The 
owner,  when  asked  to  account  lor  this, 
excused  himself  by  observing,  he  lived 
near  a  druggist's  shop,  and  he  could  at  any 
time  send  out  for  this,  or  any  other  thiug  he 
wanted. 

Though  the  College  nre  empowered  to 
throw  iuto  the  streets,  or  otherwise  destroy 
medicines  of  bad  quality,  still  they  rarely 
act  thus ;  and  though  they  might  effect 
much  good,  by  sending  a  written  caution  in 
name  of  the  College,  to  venders  of  infe- 
rior pharmaceuticals,  still  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  tiling  of  the  kind  has  ever  been 
done ;  the  consequence  is,  between  one 
visitation  and  another,  the  different  shops 
hardly  ever  undergo  any  change  for  the 
better. 

It  is  not  without  much  expense  that  this 
mockery  of  examination  is  carried  on  ;  for 
sumptuous  diuneTs  are  given  by  the  College 
to  the  Censors  and  tlie  two  Wardens  of  the 
worshipful  Company,  and  as  our  courtly 
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president,  with  the  treasurer  and  registrar,  r  success  will,  I  trust,  show  its  great  supe* 
make  part  of  (he  company,  they  could  not  of '  riority  over  every  other.  That  you  may  be 
course  be  well  treated  without  some  Cham- 1  fully  convinced  of  the  extent  of  the  deformity 
pagne,  and  other  good  things.  It  will  be  :  n  two  of  the  cases,  1  send  you  the  maxillary 
Been,  that  the  expence  of  tavern  proceed-  processes  which  were  removed, and  you  will 

observe  still  attached  to  each  the  tuber- 
cular  appendage,  or  lip-like  process. 


in^g,  along  with  sundry  items,  for  three 
days,  cannot  he  much  under  50/.  This 
money 


y  saved  by  the  College  for  three  or  four  J  You  perhaps  may  consider  it  strange,  that 
years,  would  enable  it  to  place  in  its  new  ]  I  shoul 


and  splendid  library  a  bust  of  the  great  Dr, 
Jenner,  who,  within  a  few  years  in  this 
country  alone,  by  introducing  vaccine  ino- 
culation, saved  more  lives  than  all  the  pre- 
sidents, fellows,  and  licentiates,  of  our 
lloyal  College  since  its  first  foundation. 
No  eomplimeut  (proh  pudor)  was  ever  paid 
by  the  London  College  of  Physicians  to  the 
worldly  saviour  of  millions. 

Before  I  finish  the  history  of  tbe  exami- 
nations of  apothecaries'  shops,  I  must  say 
that  the  conduct  of  the  entire  party  was  not 
of  the  genteelest  order ;  for  where  a  shop  door 
happened  not  to  be  speedily  opened,  the 
bell  occasionally  received  a  most  violent 
ring.  I  saw  more  than  one  apothecary  of- 
fended at  our  intrusion,  and,  instead  of  re- 
ceiving us  as  gentlemen,  went  out  of  the 
house,  leaving  us  to  find' in  the  best  way 
we  could  the  objects  of  our  examination. 

Concluding  this  subject,  1  freely  own  that 
I  was  most  heartily  disgusted  with  my 
office ;  and  unless  something  is  done  to- 
wards its  effectual  improvement,  1  should 
be  sorry,  on  a  future  occasion,  to  undertake 
the  duties  of  a  Censor.  To  have  an  active 
and  useful  inspection,  the  Censors  and  War- 
dens, of  more  youthful  days  than  those  de- 
scribed, ought  to  divide  themselves  into 
two  bodies.  Thus  two  Censors  and  a  War- 
den might  he  engaged  in  one  district, 
whilst  the  other  Censors,  with  their  Warden, 


d  have  delayed  four  years  in  making 
this  subject  known  ;  but  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
my  account  of  the  operation  was  read  at  the 
MedicoChirurgicalSociety  about  three  years 
ago,  when  either  owing  to  the  disunion  that 
existed  in  that  body,  or  not  exactly  under- 
standing my  meaning,  the  paper  and  plates 
remained  in  the  hands  of  their  council  more 
than  a  year,  about  which  time  I  thought 
proper  to  recal  them. 

As  the  first  part  of  the  operation  may 
not  be  rightly  understood,  I  have  added 
four  drawings,  delineating  the  whole  pro- 
cess.  I  hope  this  improvement  in  the  mode 
of  operating  will  be  favourably  received, 
and  1  shall  be  satisfied  in  having  been 
useful  to  the  profession.  Believe  me,  Sir, 
Yours,  most  respectfully, 

Charles  Fixott. 

Cask  1. — Jane  Le  Groa,  setat.  15.  Double- 
fissured  harelip,  protuberant  maxillary  pro- 
cess, with  three  teeth  and  tubercular  appen- 
dage, or  lip-like  process,  projecting  half  an 
inch  beyond  the  symphysis  of  the  inferior 
maxillary  bone.  Was  operated  on  the  7th 
day  of  April,  1824,  and  cured  in  fifteen 
days. 

Case  t. — Edward  Le  Feuvre,  atat.  25. 
Double- fissured  harelip,  tubercular  appen- 

dage,  maxillary  projection,  with  two  teeth 
extending  nearly  half  an  inch  beyond  the  in- 
ferior maxillary  symphysis.   Was  operated 


might,  on  the  same  day,  be  employed  in  an-  on  the  i'd  day  of  November,  1824,  aud 
other. 

The  Apothecaries'  Company,  I  ought  to 
mention,  have  their  own  examiners  for  Lon- 


don ;  how  does  it  occur,  therefore,  that 
there  are  apothecaries  practising  for  years 
Who  have  never  been  visited  by  them  1 


CASES  OF  DOUBLE-FISSURED   HARELIP  SUC- 
CESSFULLY TREATEO. 

By  Charles  Fixott,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.,/«vy. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Aware  of  your  readiness  to  give 
publicity  to  improvements  in  the  practice 
of  surgery,  allow  me  to  introduce  to  the 
notice  of  your  readers,  a  brief  account  of 
three  cases,  in  which  I  have  successfully 
operated  for  the  cure  of  double-fissured 
harelip.  My  mode  of  operating  differs  from 
that  usually  practised,  and  its  complete 


cured  in  three  weeks. 

Case  3.— Peter  Chevalier,  aetat.  17  ;  dou- 
ble-hssured  harelip,  tubercular  appendage, 
aud  maxillary  process,  with  three  teeth  pro- 
jecting three-quarters  of  an  inch  beyond  the 
lower  jaw.  Was  operated  on  the  2d  day  of 
November,1824  ;  palatine  fissure  very  large. 
Cured  in  three  weeks. 

The  palatine  fissure  in  the  above  three 
cases,  has  considerably  closed.  The  pa- 
tients retain  their  saliva,  articulate  much 
better,  aud  are  not  a  litdo  proud  of  their 
improved  appearance. 

Mode  of  Operating. 

Having  placed  the  patient  in  a  chair,  with- 
out previous  preparation,*  his  head  resting 
on  the  breast  of  an  assistant,  and  his  hand* 
secured  by  another.   I  take  the  external 


•  Application  of  sticking-plaster  a  fort- 
night before,  to  bring  the  cheeks  forward. 
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edge  of  the  tubercular  appendage  between 
the  index  finger  and  thumb  of  my  left  hand, 
(vide  Piute  1,)  and  divide  the  appendage 
laterally  upwards  into  two  portions,  to  the 
cartilage  of  the  nose,  (Plate  2,  letter*  b,  c  ;) 
then  turning  the  edge  of  the  scalpel  inwards, 
I  pass  it  round  the  maxillury  prominence  to 
denude  the  bone,  which,  with  a  metacarpal 
saw,  I  take  off  in  a  line  parallel  to,  or  cor- 
responding with,  the  fissures,  that  no  uper- 
ture  may  he  seen  below  the  nostril  after  the 
operation  ;  the  external  tubercular  half  of 
the  appendage,  or  lip-like  process,  beiug 
turned  in  the  latter  part  of  the  operation  on 
the  divided  cartilage  and  maxillary  bone. 

'idly.  1  take  a  piece  of  pasteboard,  two 
inches  wide,  and  about  six  inches  long,  in 
my  left  hand,  which  I  apply  under  the 
lip  on  each  side,  and,  with  my  thumb  ex- 
teoded,  and  pressing  the  lip  upon  it,  I  cut 
a  portion  of  it  from  above  downwards,  as 
represented  in  Plate  1,  letter  c,  using  a 
fresh  scalpel  to  each  side.  The  divided 
edges  are  then  brought  in  contact  by  my  as- 
sistant, when  I  apply  two  twisted  sutures. 
3dly.  if  the  external  tubercular  portion 


Sb? 

of  the  appendage  is  so  wide  as  nearly  to 
close  the  nostril,  I  take  part  of  it  off  on 
each  side,  then  turn  the  remaining  centre 
on  the  divided  septum  and  maxillary  bone, 
pressed  by  lint,  and  secured  from  below  up- 
wards with  adhesive  straps.  The  lip  is 
dressed  as  in  ordinary  cases,  and  Louis's 
bandage  applied  ;  the  dressings  are  removed 
five  days  after,  and  the  pins  withdrawn  ;  the 
same  dressing  is  continued  every  other  dav, 
until  the  case  obtains  a  perfect  cure.  This 
operation  could  be  quickly  performed,  were 
it  not  for  the  hemorrhage  filling  the  patieut's 
mouth.  The  advantages  of  this  mode  of 
operating  are,  1  conceive,  very  great ; 
1st.  They  do  not  present  that  deformity 
which  must  actually  result  after  that  prac- 
tised in  all  parts  of  Europe  to  this  period. 
The  lip  here  is  perpundicular,  more  even, 
and  is  operated  upon  at  once  ;  2dly.  Union 
is  perfect  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  ;  the 
patients  retain  their  saliva,  articulate  bet- 
ter, nod  masticate  well,  and  no  appearance 
remains,  unless  you  observe  closely,  that  an 
operation  has  been  performed. 


Pi-at?  I. 
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Deteriptum  of  the  Plates. 

Plate  1  represents  a  doable -fissured  hare- 
lip, with  tubercular  appendage  and  maxil- 
lary process,  with  the  manner  of  beginning 
the  first  part  of  the  operation. 

a,  The  left  index  finger  and  thumb  hold- 
ing the  end  of  the  tubercular  appendage  or 
lip-like  process. 

b,  The  manner  of  guiding  the  knife  in  the 
section  upwards  through  the  tubercular  ap- 
pendage, or  lip-like  process. 

e,  Shows  the  two  portions  of  the  lip  to  be 
excised,  in  order  to  briug  them  in  apposi- 
tion by  the  twisted  suture. 

Plate  2  represents  the  section  of  the  tu- 
bercular appendage  to  its  full  extent,  the 
external  and  internal  flaps  hanging  on  each 
side  of  the  scalpel. 

a,  The  blade  of  the  knife,  with  section  of 
the  tubercular  appendage. 

b,  External  portion  of  the  tubercular  ap- 
pendage. 

e.  Internal  portion  of  the  tubercular  ap- 
pendage. 


d,  Maxillary  process,  with  two,  some- 
times three  teeth,  round  which  the  edge  of 
the  knife  must  be  carried  previously  to  its 
being  amputated  with  the  saw,  the  internal 
flap  of  the  tubercular  appendage  being  still 
attached. 

Plate  3  represents  the  lip  healed. 

o,  The  external  portion  of  the  tubercular 
appendage  united  to  the  cartilage  of  the 
nose  and  divided  maxillary  process,  forming 
a  septum,  and)concealing  internal  deformity. 

6,  Shows  the  present  state  of  the  upper 
and  under  lip.  f 

e,  The  marks  of  the  two  twisted  sutures. 

Plate  4.  Appearance  of  the  nose  and 
mouth  after  the  cure. 

P.S. — Since  the  above  cures  were  per- 
formed, I  have  operated  on  another  patient 
similarly  affected,  and  with  complete  suc- 
cess. 


Jersey,  October  28,  1823. 


0$i  TUB  ADVANTAGES    Or    THE  EXPANSION 
SHOE. 

By  Mr.  Charles  Clark. 

Sir, — The  active  interest  you  have  taken 
in  promulgating  correct  opinions  on  the 
subject  of  the  horse's  foot,  aud  in  exposing 
false  ones,  induces  mo  to  request  u  place 
for  the  following  paper. 

The  readers  of  The  Lancet  may,  per- 
haps, remember  same  remarks  that  appear- 
ed a  few  months  since,  reviewing  and  re- 
futing the  objections  which  a  certain  popu- 
lar writer  in  The  Sporting  Magazine  who 
styles  himself  Nimrod,  had  ignorautly  made 
against  the  expansion  shoe.  In  the  course 
oi  that  article,  I  showed,  by  his  own  words, 
that  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  real 
structure  of  the  foot,  had  scarcely  seen  and 
never  ttied  these  shoes,  and  had  a  mere 
jockey's  kuowledge  of  the  matter  alto- 
gether; so  much  so,  indeed,  as  to  assert 
confidently,  thai  the  fore  and  hind  foot  were 
facsimiles  of  each  other !  Though  the  se,  und 
many  other  points,  were  satisfactorily 
proved,  and  my  remarks  passed  uudisputed 
in  Thk  Lancet.  1  little  expected  tlieir 
truth  would  soon  have  been  so  strikingly  ac- 
kmnottdged  iu  The  Sporting  Magazine.  Their 
effect  was  sudden  and  surprising,  changing 
at  once  the  tone  of  the  said  periodical,  to  u 
direction  the  most  unexpected. 

In  short,  the  following  number  (for  No- 
vember) contained  a  long  article  signed 
Tiubia,  apparently  by  the  same  hand,  ad- 
mitting, nay,  advocating  in  the  most  un- 
qualified manner,  the  truth  and  importance 
of  Mr.  Bracy  Clark's  doctrines  respecting 


the  foot,  its  expansive  nature,  and  the  de- 
structive influence  of  the  common  thoe 
(and  of  all  shoes  that  are  rigid)  in  contract- 
ing it;  also  the  necessity  of  a  yielding  de- 
fence to  preserve  it  in  health.    He  states, 
p.  40,  that  Mr.  Clark's  work  on  the  foot, 
"  imparts  a  truth  which  not  all  the  powers 
of  designing  ingenuity  can  controvert ;  viz., 
that  it  dilates  with  the  weight  of  the  animal, 
when  it  comes  iu  contact  with  the  ground 
and,  in  support  and  illustration  of  these 
facts,  his  remarks  extend  through  thirteen 
pages  thickly  interspersed  with  animadver- 
sions on  poor  Nimrod,  who  seems  to  he  quite 
laid  ou  the  shelf,  and  is  declared  "  on  the 
wrong  scent,"  and  "  at  fault."    It  amounts 
to  this  ;   that  the  principles  which  The 
Lancet  has  so  warmly  advocated,  are  now 
fairly  adopted  by  The  Sporting  Magazine, 
though  evidently  by  a  writer,  whose  atten. 
tion  has  been  but  recently  drawn  to  the 
subject,  and  who  takes  it  up  with  the  same 
unwillingness  as  a  politician,  compelled  by 
press  of  popular  feeling  to  espouse  a  mea- 
sure he  has  long  opposed,  and  who,  in  so 
doing,  would  rather  follow  any  other  course, 
than  admit  the  first  proposers  to  be  right  in 
the  means  they  pursued  to  accomplish  it. 

Thus  this  ^Nubian  Mini  rod,  alter  giving 
unequivocal  assent  to  the  opinions  that 
Mr.  H.  Clark  has  maintained,  in  the  face  of 
the  profession,  for  many  yeurs  ;  and  after 
fluently  recapitulating,  as  if  they  were  his 
own  original  observations,  the  chief  of  the 
arguiueuts  which  that  gentlemau  adduced 
to  support  his  theory  in  1809,  thinks  proper 
to  disapprove  of  the  expansion  shoe,  and 
pass  it  lightly  over  as  a  thing  of  no  value, 


Digitized  by  Google 


560 


MR.  D.  CLARK'S  EXPANSION  SHOE. 


and  of  which  he  is  doubtful,  whether  it  will 
expand  at  all. 

Throughout  the  whole  paper,  there  is  a 
laboured  endeavour  to  persuade  the  reader, 
that  Nubia's  acquaintance  with  these  prin- 
ciples is  of  long  standing,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  every  page  convinces  us  that  he 
never  advocated  them  before.  For  in- 
stance,  the  following  remarks,  with  which 
he  dismisses  the  expansion  shoe,  if  not 
attributable  to  ignorance,  which  charity 


yielding  elastic  frog,  opens  from  the  front 
as  from  a  hinge  ;  and  that  as  to  the  expan- 
sion of  the  foot  so  much  spoken  of,  it  can. 
never  take  place  unless  the  toe,  nay,  the 
whole  foot,  is  at  liberty.  Elasticity  is  there- 
fore, in  some  respects,  a  bad  word,  since  it 
is  not  wholly  soft  materials,  but  a  cleft- 
divided  foot,  which  must  expand  by  halves 
like  the  cow's  foot,  as  it  were,  or  not  all. 
Nubia, and  all  other  objectors,  who  for  want 
of  a  better  reason,  and  without  consulting 


leads  us  to  suppose,  must  be  ascribed  to  in-  anatomy  or  common  sense,  have  urged  this 
tentional  misrepresentation.  simple  argument,  might  just  as  well  and  as 

Page  49.    "  But  unfortunately  there  are  I  truly  maintain  that  the  hoof  of  a  cow,  or  any 


two  insurmountable  objections  to  the  use  of 
these  shoes.  First,  because  they  canuot 
be  applied  to  the  foot,  without  the  use  of 
nails  ;  and,  secoudly,  they  improperly  give 
expansion  exclusively  to  the  toe  or  fore-part 
of  the  foot,  which,  by  its  remote  situation 
from  the  heels,  where  the  dilation  should 
take  place,  causes  its  occurrence  at  the  very 
point  where  nature  has  not  intended  it  to 
be.  It  also  appears  to  me  very  doubtful, 
whether  the  joint-shoe  will  expand  at  all, 
when  rivetted  to  the  foot  with  eight  or  nine 
nails." 

Nubia  has  previously  assured  us  that,  like 
TJimrod.be  has  *•  studiously  sought  for  intel- 
ligence in  every  quarter  likely  to  obtain  it, 
the  closet,  the  knackers,  the  riding-school,  and 
the  road,"  has  "  ridden  many  miles,  and 


it  so,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  had  not 
also  resorted  to  the  very  best  school  of  in- 
struction, the  forge,  where  having  once  taken 
up  a  foot  having  on  an  expansion  shoe,  he 
would  have  seen  the  foot  expanding  with 
the  shoe,  and  no  longer  have  been  doubtful 
on  the  subject.  But  this  it  plainly  appears  he 
has  never  done  ;  yet  he  takes  upon  him  to  de- 
cide on  its  merits,  without  ever  having  seen 
it  in  operation.  If  Nubia  is,  as  he  states, 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  Mr.  Bracy  Clark's 
doctriues,  it  is  singular  that  during  even  one 
day  only  in  the  years  of  his  preteuded  experi- 
ence, he  had  not  examined,  when  it  is  applied 
to  the  foot,  the  shoe  which  that  gentleman 
recommended  after  years  of  trial.  The  scien- 
tific world  will  not  believe  so  readily,  that 
he  who  has  been  all  his  life  insisting  on  the 
necessity  of  expansion  to  the  foot,  should 
recommend  a  shoe  that  will  not  expand  atoll. 
Nubia's  second  objection,  that  this  shoo 
expands  at  the  toe  and  not  at  the  heels,  is  a 
further  proof  thai  he  has  never  seen  it  on 
the  foot ;  it  is  fully  as  erroneous  as  the  first, 
though  not  quite  so  absurd  ;  indeed  the 
objection  is  sophistical  enough,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  to  be  cherished  by  many  in  the  veteri- 
nary profession.  They  are  not  aware,  or 
they  do  not  know  it  appears,  that  the  foot 
being  fairly  cleft  beyond  its  centre  to  within 
an  inch  and  a  half  of  the  toe,  leaving  a 
triangular  space  which  is  occupied  by  the 


other  cloven-footed  animal,  does  not  open 
at  all  at  the  toe,  because  the  joint  is  situated 
behind,  at  the  heel ;  or  that  a  door  opens 
not  at  the  latch,  but  only  at  the  hinges. 

Unaware  of  this,  many  writers  on  shoe- 
iog,  and  also  many  practical  men,  have 
attached  great  importance  to  driving  the 
nails  as  far  forward  as  possible,  that  the  heels 
might  have  room  to  expand  ;  but  this  they 
cannot  do,  if  the  quarters  are  confined,. 
They  can  bend  inwards,  but  from  the  in- 
flected structure  of  the  part,  they  can- 
not dilate  outwanls  without  unnatural  force. 

in  proof. — Does  this  mode  of  nailing  pre- 
vent contraction  l   Certainly  not. 

In  the  next  place,  Nubia  objects  to  the 
use  of  nails,  calling  them  an  "insurmount- 
able objection,"  though  he  deigns  not  to  tell 


spent  many  pounds  in  search  thereof."  Yet  us  why  they  are  so.    Nails  are  employed  all 


over  the  world  for  this  purpose,  (except 
perhaps  in  Japan,)  and  in  the  present  age. 
we  cannot  do  without  them,  neither  is  it  at 
all  necessary  that  we  should,  for  they  are  no 
impediment  (as  I  have  just  shown)  to  the 
free  action  of  the  foot  in  an  expansion  shoe. 
The  fact  is  that  Nubia,  not  understanding  so 
much  as  he  ought  to  do  respecting  the  action 
of  the  foot,  though  well  aware  of  the  neces- 
sity of  liberty,  is  of  opinion  that  this  can 
only  be  maintained  by  shoes  attached  in 
some  way  less  rigid  than  by  nails.  This  is 
hinted  at  in  many  parts  of  his  long  article, 
and  in  conclusion  we  nre  plainly  informed, 
that  were  it  not  for  the  lamentable  state  of 
ignorance  and  prejudice  under  which  the 
world  at  present  labours  on  this  subject,  he 
would  «'  present  us  with  a  natural  defence  for 
horses' feet,  without  the  aid  of  the  white-' 
*mith  ;"  from  which  1  infer  is  meant  a  re- 
movable slice  or  slipper  of  some  kind  or  other, 
Turkish  or  Persian,  perhaps ;  but  of  what 
material  it  is  to  be  made,  we  are  to  remain 
in  ignorance.  Now  if  this  bash  fulness  in 
adveitising  his  slippers,  or  jointed  clogs,  or 
what  they  may  be,  does  not  originate  in 
fear,  why  not  bo  more  explicit,  and  give  to 
the  public  and  the  horses,  the  advantage  of 
this  discovery  ;  unless  he  waits,  peradven- 
ture,  expecting  prejudice  to  be  banished 
from  the  earth. 
This  idea  of  a  removable  shoe  is  by  no 
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TO  MR*  WAKLEY. 


means  new;  Mr.  Bracy  Clark  spent  four) 
years  in  making  and  fitting  them,  and  appear- 
ed to  bare  exhausted  the  principles  on  which 
it  might  be  done,  concluding,  at  lust,  that 
the  care,  difficulties,  and,  above  all,  the  ex- 
pense of  such  shces,  would  preclude  their 
generul  introduction  in  the  present  state  of 
mechanics.  Still,  if  this  slipper  which  Nubia 
has  in  pelto,  this  unfledged  thing  of  tender 
reputation  is  easy,  durable,  aud  cheap,  he  is 
unpardonable  in  withholding  it ;  but  we 
doubt  this,  or  the  possibility  of  any  practi- 
cable clog  or  slipper.  The  expansion  shoe 
being,  in  fact,  as  cheap,  as  lasting,  and  sim- 
ple, as  common  shoes,  aud,  withal,  prevent- 
ing that  scourge,  contraction;  practical  ob- 
jections against  it  are  now  never  heard, 
and  as  to  such  blundering  scribblers  as 
Nimrod  and  N  ubia,  who  shun  to  inspect  the 
thing  they  write  against,  their  real  or  pre- 
tended ignorance  shall  not  screen  them  from 
the  rebuke,  which  wilful  misrepresentation 
deserves.  It  is  singular  to  look  back  at  the 
opposition  that  has  been  raised,  step  by 
step,  to  Mr.  Clark's  doctrines ;  and  uow 
when  tha  veterinary  writers  in  The  Sporting 
Magazine  are  forced  to  admit  the  necessity 
of  an  expansive  defeuce  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  foot,  the}'  invidiously  attempt  to 
persuade  their  readers,  that  his  shoe  is  futile 
and  inefficient.  These  gentlemen  have  at 
length  consented  to  acknowledge,  that  they 
have  hitherto  been  "  on  the  wrong  scent," 
but  they  cannot  allow  that  Mr.  (Mark  has 
been  right.  The  objection  is  not,  as  I  said 
before,  to  the  measure,  but  to  the  means, 
and  its  proposer. 

Hatfield  Street,  Stamford  Street,  Jan.  15. 


SURGICAL    REFORM-DINNER  TO 
MR.  WAKLEY. 

Mr.  Puty  to  Mr.  TVaUey. 

33,  Bouverie-street,  Fleet-street, 
Jan.  -24th,  W2\K 
Dea  r  Sir, — The  gentlemen  who  undertook 
the  arrangements  connected  with  the  resolu- 
tions, adopted. at  a  public  meeting  in  the 
Freemasons'  Tavern,  on  Tuesday,  Dec. 
23rd,  1828,  (a  copy  of  those  resolutions 
having  already  been  transmitted  to  you,) 
have  requested  me,  as  Chairman  ol  that 
meeting,  to  inform  you,  that,  should  the 
day  suit  your  convenience,  they  consider 
the  18th  of  February  next,  the  most  proper 
time  to  beg  the  favour  of  your  company  in 
the  same  tavern,  at  a  public  dinner. 

I  ben  leave  to  state  also,  that  their  reason 
for  naming  that  day  in  preference  to  any 
Other,  was,  that  it  will  be  the  anniversary 
of  the  commencement  of  those  proceedings 
which,  if  zealously  pursued,  with  the  con- 
tinued assistance  of  a  Free  Medical  Press, 
will  tend  to  raise  your  professional  brethren 

Vol.  x"83. 


I  from  their  present  degraded  cpndition  ; 
which  has  been  attributed,  with  justice,  to 
the  constitution  and  government  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London. 

An  answer  to  this  letter,  at  your  earliest 
leisure,  will  oblige  the  gentlemen  at  whose 
request  I  write ;  and  also, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

James  Paty. 

Thomas  Wakley,  Esq. 

Mr.  Wakley  to  Mr.  Paty. 

Bedford-square,  Jan.  r?4,  1829. 
Dear  Sir, — I  need  scarcely  say,  that 
I  feel  most  sensibly  the  very  flattering 
testimony  of  approbation,  which  ray  public 
conduct  received  from  the  large  and  respect- 
able meeting,  ovir  which  you  presided  on 
the  23rd  of  December,  at  the  Freemasons' 
Tavern.  My  exertions  in  the  cause  of  a 
Free  Medical  Press,  aod  Free  Medical  In- 
stitutions, hnve,  at  least,  been  honest,  and 
honest  exertions  the  public  of  this  country 
never  fail  to  appreciate.  I  am  sensible  also, 
that  the  late  trial  has  contiihuted  greatly  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  public  writers,  by 
the  important  decision  given  at  the  outset 
of  the  cause,  in  favour  of  Journalists  who 
feel  that  they  are  in  a  situation*to  justify  an 
alleged  libel,  and  also  to  open  the  eyes  of 
the  public  to  the  corrupt  system  which  pre- 
vails at  our  hospitals  in  the  distribution  of 
patronage,  though  I  was  not  permitted  to 
enter  fully  into  this  part  of  the  case.  But, 
Sir,  greatly  as  1  deprecate  and  detest  the 
system  of  nepotism,  to  which,  I  believe, 
Mr.  B.  Cooper  is  indebted  for  his  situ- 
ation, I  entertain,  equally  with  yourself, 
and  the  gentlemen  whom  you  represent, 
no  kind  of  hostility  towards  that  gentle- 
man. On  the  contrary,  i  respect  his  pri- 
vate character,  and  I  would  rather  nor, 
therefore,  at  present  attend  a  festival,  which, 
though  instituted  entirely  upon  public 
grounds,  malevolence  might  perhaps  con- 
strue into  an  act  of  persecution  directed 
against  his  private  interests.  If  the 
object  of  the  festival  were  to  celebrate 
the  tiiumph  of  surgical  reform,  1  should 
be  proud  and  happy  to  attend.  But 
though  the  victory  is,  I  believe,  in  our 
hands,  the  battle  is  still  to  be  fought.  I 
trust,  however,  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  we  may  meet  to  celebrate,  not  the 
virtual  defeat  of  a  few  iudividuals,but  the  com- 
plete and  final  overthrow  of  a  corrupt  system. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  express  my 
deep  sense  of  gratitude  towards  yourself, 
and  the  gentlemen  with  whom  you  are 
acting,  for  your  very  flattering  and  distin- 
guished approval  of  my  efforts  in  the  noble 
aud  thriving  cause  of  Surgical  Reform. 
Your  obliged  and  obedient  Servant, 
Thomas  Wakley. 

James  Paty,  Esq. 

<>  0 
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THE  LANCET. 

London,  Saturday,  January  31,  1829. 

The  late  horrible  murders  in  Edinburgh 
still  engage  the  public  mind,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  almost  every  other  topic.  The 
state  of  the  law,  which,  without  qualification 
we  may  6ay,  led  to  those  atrocities,  has 
been  freely  canvassed,  by  all  the  thinking 
part  of  the  community.  It  seems  to  he 
now  unive  rsally  conceded,  that  the  legisla- 
ture mwit  interfere,  and,  by  some  judicious 
enactment,  provide  bodies  for  our  ana- 
tomical schools,  and  protect  individuals 
against  the  risk  of  being  murdered  for  the 
value  of  their  corpses.  We  have  witnessed 
with  much  indignation  and  disgust,  the 
chilling  apathy  with  which  the  greater 
number  of  our  teachers  of  anatomy,  have 
regarded  the  late  unparalleled  disclosures, 
and  the  reckless  indifference  with  which  they 
have  kept  open  their  dissecting-rooms,  for 
the  reception  of  stolen,  and  probably,  of 
murdered  bodies.  Public  opinion,  however, 
seems  at  length  to  have  awakened  a  few  of 
them  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  and  it  is  with 
much  satisfaction  we  are  enabled  to  state, 
that  human  dissections  are  discontinued  in 


realm,  humbly  presume  to  call  the  attention 
of  your  Honourable  House  to  the  annexed 
Petition  from  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
resident  in  Birmingham,  and  to  solicit  the 
adoption  of  some  legislative  enactments 
relating  thereto,  as  your  Honourable  House 
may  deem  expedieut.  And  your  petition- 
ers will  ever  pray." 

"  To  the  Hon.  the  Hmte  of  Commons,  tyc. 

"  We,  the  undersigned  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  resident  in  the  town  of  Birming- 
ham, respectfully  implore  the  attention  of 
your  Honourable  House  to  the  necessity  of 
speedily  adopting  some  measures  to  remove 
the  existing  impediments  to  the  cultivation 
of  anatomical  knowledge. 

The  want  of  legislative  authority,  to  cul- 
tivate a  science  pre-eminently  connected 
with  the  most  important  interests  of  suffer- 
ing humanity,  has  caused  public  feeling  to 
be  outraged,  and  enormities  to  be  com- 
mitted, disgraceful  to  a  civilized  country, 
and  repugnant  to  every  moral  and  religious 
feeling. 

In  various  parts  of  the  continent  of 
Europe  the  study  of  anatomy  is  protected 
by  the  respective  governments,  and  every 
facility  afforded  for  its  extended  and  liberal 
cultivation. 

Convinced  that  this  is  the  only  true  basis 
upon  which  the  Medical  Science  can  be 
founded,  a  science  which  must  be  considered 
one  of  the  roost  essential  of  all  human  ac- 
quirements, your  petitioners  presume  to 
solicit  a  similar  protection  from  the  legis- 
lature of  their  country. 

Your  petitioners  presume  not  to  dwell 
upon  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  the 


public  service  or  the  country,  by  the  sick 
two  of  the  schools  of  anatomy  at  the  west  and  injured  poor,  and  by  society  at  large, 

end  of  town,  in  those  of  Sheffield,  Bristol,  fr.om,  f ,,e  cuhjvali°n  pf  Medical  and  Chirur- 

gical  knowledge,  and  your  petitioners  most 
earnestly  implore  your  Honourable  House 
to  take  this  subject  into  its  serious  con 


and  Liverpool,  in  one  of  those  at  Manches- 
ter, and  in  that  at  Birmingham.  In  the 
latter  place,  the  Magistrates,  and  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  have  severally  held  meetings, 
to  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and 


sideration,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  to 
its  wisdom  and  justice  may  seem  fit.  Your 
petitioners  will  ever  pray." 

If  surgery  is  to  be  practised  with  success, 
the  result  has  been,  that  they  have  resolved  Lnd  a8  a  8cience>  the  gtu,,y  of  anatomy  mu8t 

to  petition  the  legislature  for  its  interference.  |  be  encouraged  and  promoted.    That  the 


The  following  are  copies  of  the  Petitions  : 

"  To  the  Hon.  the  House  of  Commons,  fyc. 

"  We,  the  undersigned  actiug  Magistrates 
of  the  town  of  Birmingham,  convinced  of 
the  urgent  necessity  of  some  measures 
being  adopted  for  the  protection  of  anato- 
mical put  suits,  and  to  relieve  the  feelings 
of  the  public  from  proceedings  not  untie- 
quently  brought  be  lore  us  iu  our  magisterial 
capacities,  which  are  outrages  to  all 


dead  must  be  dissected,  or  that  the  living 
must  be  mutilated,  is  quite  certain.  It  is 
for  the  public  to  choose  between  the  two. 
Nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession generally,  uphold  the  practice  of  hu- 
man dissections,  either  for  their  benefit,  or 
for  their  amusement.  On  the  contrary,  it 
cency,  and  opposed  to  the  laws  of  the  |  is  a  process  which  they  regard  as  most  re- 


cie* 
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Yoltingin  iU  nature,  tudone  which  they  know 
to  be  often  most  fatal  in  its  consequences. 
Nothing  but  a  laudable  desire  to  acquire 
that  knowledge,  which  shall  enable  them  to 
discharge  their  duty,  conscientiously  and 
beneficially  to  their  patients,  could  induce 
them  to  undertake  it.  Far  different,  how- 
ever, is  it  with  many  of  our  teachen  of  ana- 
tomy, the  nature  of  whose  commerce  fur- 
nishes an  explanation  of  that  cold  blooded 
and  monstrous  indifference,  with  which  (hey 
have  kept  their  thamblts  open  ns  tempta- 
tions to  Burkites,  during  the  late  feverish 
and  painful  state  of  public  excitement. 
From  these  men  we  hear  little  or  nothing 
relative  to  the  difficulties  of  procuring  sub- 
jects. No  !  They  enjoy  a  profitable  mono 
poly.  Hence  their  aversion  to  an  al- 
teration of  the  system.  They  may  be  de- 
nominated human  carcass  butchers,  and  regu- 
late their  scale  of  charges  to  the  plun- 
dered and  impoverished  student,  by  the 
demands  of  the  resurrectionist  and  murderer, 
as  does  the  cattle  butcher  by  the  de- 
mands of  the  furmer  and  grazier.  This  is 
their  plan.  They  are  supplied  with  bodies, 
or  portions  of  bodies,  from  friends  in  coun- 
try hospitals,  infirmaries,  and  work-house*, 
at  no  other  cost  than  that  of  package  and 
carriage.  The  body,  or  piece  of  a  body, 
thus  procured,  is  theu  sold  to  the  unfortu- 
nate student,  at  the  resurrectionist's  or  mur- 
derer's price  !  One  lecturer  told  us  that  he 
had  taken  a  burial  ground,  and  a  small  house 
adjoining.  From  this  place  he  said  he  ob- 
tained a  famous  snpply,  and  that  it  was  alto- 
gether a  •«  very  good  thing;"  for  as  it 
wus  a  mure  and  "  comfortable  resting 
place,"  as  the  saints  have  it,  he  could 
charge  pretty  handsomely  for  burying  a 
body  there,  and  afterwards  get  from  his 
pupils  from  eight  to  twelve  guineas  for 
taking  it  up  again  !  Such  is  the  profitable 
traffic  of  the  human  carcass  butcher  ;  a 
traffic  which  has  led,  in  some  schools,  to  the 
dissection  of  thrice  as  many  bodies  as  were 
required  for  the  purposes  of  science. 


We  have  great  pleasqre  in  stating,  that 

Mr.  Lawrence  is  appointed  to  the  Surgical 
Chair  in  the  Theatre  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.  He  will  deliver  his  Introductory 
Address  on  Monday  evening  next,  at  seven 
o'clock. 


Edinburgh  Medical  and  Stirgical  Journal.— 
January  1829. 

The  universality  of  the  sons  of  Erin 
is  truly  wonderful.  Had  Parry  discovered 
the  ^orth-West  Passage,  or  Sadler  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  the  moon,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  such  is  the  diffusibility  of  this 
singular  people,  but  colonies  of  them 
would  have  been  fouud  there.  They  are, 
to  the  rest  of  the  world,  what  the  Greeks 
were  to  the  Romans  in  the  days  of 
Juvenal,  administering  to  the  necessities, 
the  pleasures,  the  vices,  and  the  instruction 
of  mankind.  In  killing  or  curing,  lecturing 
or  lampooning,  mixing  mortar  or  manufac- 
turing maguzines,  they  are  without  compe- 
titors. Wellington  at  \Vaterl6o,  and  Buike 
at  Edinburgh  ;  Mr.  Abemethy  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's, and  Dr.  Shiel  at  the  Freema- 
son'* Tavern ;  the  contributors  of  wit  to 
the  press,  and  carriers  of  bricks  to  the 
buildings  of  London  ;  these  give  us  some 
idea  of  the  versatility  and  omnipresence  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Erin  ;  in  short,  wherever 
we  turn  we  are  sure  to  see  the  national 
genius  iu  some  shape  hovering  before  us, 
like  the  manes  of  an  unburied  corse,  through 
neglect  or  p<  rsecution  at  home.  We  thought, 
however,  we  were  sure  to  lose  sight  of  this 
ubiquitous  phantom  in  taking  up  the  present 
number  of  the  "  Blue  Journal,"  for  Scotch- 
men are  jealous  of  admixtures;  but  even 
heie  our  hopes  were  disappointed,  and  we 
found,  in  its  very  first  page,  an  Irish  essay- 
ist, disguised  in  foolscap  and  lamp  black,  in 
the  person  of  Dr.  Stokes,  of  the  Meath 
Hospital,  Dublin.  He  promises,  too,  to  be 
rather  a  formidable  customer  to  the  critics, 
having  all  the  manner  and  method  which 
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characterize  the  diffuse  sterility  of  the  class 
of  writers  to  which  he  belongs.  Once  that 
one  of  them  htfa  acquired  the  craft  of  com- 
position, there  is  no  limiting  his  lucubra- 
tions ;  the  facility  of  setting  them  in  mo- 
tion, and  of  providing  materials  for  their 
manufacture,  is  so  gTeat,  a  hint  on  any  sub. 
ject  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  Dr. 
Blood,  for  example,  an  original  in  his  line, 
asserts  in  print,  through  fear  or  phreiizy, 
that  there  is  nothing  like  bleeding  in  the 
cold  stage  of  ague,  and  instantly  all  the 
lancets  in  the  empire  are  unsheathed,  and 
all  the  intermittent  patients  phlebotomised 
to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the 
Doctor's  opinion.  The  experiment,  after 
making  a  tour  through  the  profession,  at 
length  appears,  to  the  dismay  of  the  Re- 
viewers, in  a  thousand  shapes  in  the  Jour- 
nals, bringing  the  remark  to  bear,  with 


most  severe  in  the  cold  stage.   Among  the 

first  were  severe  pain  in  the  loins,  great 
headach,  violent  cough,  sensation  of  op- 
pression ,  soreness  in  the  precordial  region , 
dyspuoea,  accelerated  and  small  pulse,  nau- 
sea, epigastric  tenderness,  and  bilious  vo- 
miting." 

In  the  following  recapitulation,  he  enu- 
merates the  effects  of  bleeding  in  the  cold 
stage,  on  the  patients  affected  with  the  pre- 
ceding symptoms : — 

"  The  effects,  then,  of  venesection  during 
the  cold  stage  were— checking  the  rigour 
altogether ;  momentary  suspension  of  the 
rigour  ;  checking  the  rigour  after  a  certain 
quantity  of  blood  was  drawn ;  its  return  in 
a  milder  degree  ;  diminution  of  its  inten- 
sity, but  not  of  its  length  ;  relief  of  local 
symptoms  alone ;  prolongation  of  rigour, 
without  diminution  of  its  iuteusity  ;  no  ap- 
parent effect ;  disappearance  of  the  rigour 
on  the  fourth  pyrexial  day  after  the  opera- 
tion, but  persistence  of  the  symptoms,  indi- 
cative of  internal  congestion." 

These  effects  are,  of  course,  to  be  under- 


double  force,  on  these  secondary  agents  iu  stood  as  occurring  in  different  cases,  so  that, 
the  advancement  of  medical  science,  which  by  this  summary  of  the  consequences  of  this 


Pope  applied  to  the  Commentators  on  the 
poets : — 

*'  One  fool  in  verse,  makes  many  more  in 
.  prose.*' 

Thus  Dr.  Stokes  informs  us,  that  he  was 
put  on  the  scent  of  bleeding  in  intermittents 
by  the  cases  published,  some  time  back,  by 
Dr.  Mackintosh,  of  Edinburgh,  and,  to  do 
him  justice,  he  certainly  Eet  to  work  very 
systematically.  To  ascertain,  with  preci- 
sion, the  efficacy  of  this  treatment,  he  tried 
bleeding  alone  in  the  cold  stage  of  the  dis- 
ease, exhibiting  even  purgatives  only  when 
necessarj".  The  quantity  of  blood  abstract- 
ed in  each  instance,  the  rigour  being  at  its 
height,  averaged  about  fourteen  ounces,  but 
the  operation  was  seldom  performed  more 
than  once  or  twice  in  each  case.  The  fol- 
lowing were  the  symptoms  with  which  his 
patients  were  affected  : — 

"  The  local  symptoms  which  occurred  in 
the  cases  under  my  observation,  may  be 
reduced  into  two  classes : — First,  Those 
which  occurred  during  the  paroxysm  ;  Se- 
cond, Those  which  continued  during  the 
intermission,  but  which  were  aggravated  in 
the  paroxysm,  and  which  were  generally 


practice  in  the  cold  stage,  it  will  be  seen, 
that  they  were  of  the  most  opposite  charac- 
ter. Having  observed  that  he  seldom  saw 
the  rigour  cut  short  by  the  operation,  he 
proceeds  to  state  the  effects  of  the  practice 
on  the  subsequent  stages  of  the  disease. 

"  Tke  effects  of  bleeding  in  the  cold  fit, 
on  the  subsequent  stages,  were  as  follow  : — 
The  hot  stage  being  rendered  milder  ;  hot 
stage  being  not  distinct;  sweating  rapidly 
succeeding ;  increased  severity  of  hot  fit ; 
increased  length  of  hot  fit ;  sweating  stage 
rendered  milder  ;  non-appearance  of  sweat- 
ing stage,  or  hot  stage;  no  apparent  effect 
on  either  stage." 

Thus,  in  this  stage  of  the  disease,  as  in 
the  former,  the  most  contradictory  conse- 
quences were  produced  by  the  use  of  the 
lancet  in  different  instances.  Hitherto, 
however,  the  effects  ascribed  to  this  prac- 
tice have  been,  at  least,  innoxious,  if  not 
salutary.  We  shall  now  see,  in  the  words 
of  the  writer,  that  these  effects  are  not 
always  of  so  harml  CSS  a  description. 

"  The  evils  of  bleeding  were  new  local 
inflammatory  symptoms,  and  low  irritative 
fever  ;  these  were  gastritis,  bronchitis,  pe- 
ricarditis, and  pneumonia.  The  lirst  of  these 
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affections,  gastritis,  appeared  most  frequent- 
ly and  most  severely.  Ju  uddition  to  these 
injurious  consequences,  the  writer  was  in- 
formed, by  a  friend,  that  in  a  few  cases 
which  came  under  his  treatment,  the  pa- 
tients never  recovered  from  the  collapse  con- 
sequent on  bleeding  during  the  cold  fit  of 
the  disease." 

Dr.  Stokes  concludes  his  minute,  and,  we 
are  sure,  accurate,  account  of  his  pathologi- 
cal experiments,  by  remarking,  that  the 
most  obvious  and  salutary  effect  of  the  prac- 
tice was  the  removal  of  the  local  symptoms 
of  the  disease,  such  as  pain  of  the  lumbar 
regiou,  bronchitis,  cough,  and  dyspnoea. 
In  all  the  cases  which  he  treated,  he  was 
compelled,  sooner  or  later,  to  give  quinine 
for  the  eradication  of  the  disease,  and  thinks 
that  the  practice  should  be  tontioed  to 
those  cases  where  there  are  obvious  indica- 
tions of  congestion  and  inflammation. 

The  next  article  contains  a  series  of  very 
elaborate  and  pretty  speculations,  on  the 
question,  "  Whether  the  blood  be  alive  or 
not,"  by  an  Army,  or  a  Navy,  Doctor.  A 
young  gentleman,  confined  on  board-ship, 
or  in  barracks,  mav  be  allowed  the  indul- 
gence  of  speculation  to  kill  his  leisure 
hours  ;  but  we  have  neither  taste  nor  time 
to  examine,  at  present,  the  results  of  his 
imaginative  industry. 

We,  therefore,  hasten  to  congratulate  Mr. 
Cusack,  of  Steven's  Hospital,  and  of  Max- 
illary notoriety,  011,  we  believe,  his  second 
or  third  appearance  in  print,  after  a  connex- 
ion of  several  years  with  one  of  the  largest 
hospitals  in  the  British  empire  !  Singular 
enough,  too,  that  with  eo  many  opportuni- 
ties for  the  improvement  of  surgery,  we 
should  now  be  helped  by  him  to  an  essay 
on  Puerperal  Fever ;  but  there  is  no  ac- 
counting for  the  eccentricity  of  genius,  and 
we  hare  no  ri^ht  to  subject  Mr.  Cusack's  to 
the  laws  which  govern  the  minds  of  hum- 
bler mortals.  The  contents  of  his  essay 
ore,  indeed,  as  remarkable  as  the  selection 
of  its  subject.  He  divides  puerperal  fever 
into  three  distinct  kinds  :  the  purely  inflam- 


matory ;  the  low  typhoid  ;  and  a  form  of  a 
mixed  kind,  attended  with  some  of  the  symp- 
toms common  to  the  other  two.  The  symp- 
toms, treatment,  and  pathological  anatomy 
of  each  of  these  assumed  forms  of  the  dis- 
ease, are  all  detailed  with  an  amplitude  of 
particulars,  and  an  insensibility  to  the  ob- 
vious fact  that  they  were  all  known,  for 
years,  to  the  profession,  which  are  truly 
surprising.  Mr.  Cusack,  however,  would 
I  have  fully  compensated  for  this  commerce 
111  common-  place  information,  had  the  pro- 
position with  which  his  paper  concludes 
been  original,  namely,  that  puerperal  fever 
was  no  other  than  "  diffuse  inflammation 
of  the  cellular  membrane  of  the  contents 
of  the  abdomen ;"  but  here,  too,  the  pas- 
sion for  simplifying  pathology,  by  explain- 
ing the  nature  and  cause  of  various  diseases 
by  a  single  agent,  has  anticipated  his  opi- 
nions, for  various  writers  have  hinted  what 
Mr.  Cusack  now  boldly  demands  us  to  be- 
lieve in  the  following  passage  : — 

"  To  view  the  low  form  of  puerperal 
abdominal  inflammation,  or,  as  it  has  been 
termed,  puerperal  fever,  in  its  true  light,  it 
seems  proper  to  consider  it  as  a  disease, 
whose  esseutial  character  consists  of  a  local 
inflammation  of  a  peculiar  nature,  accom- 
panied by  fever  of  the  lowest  typhoid  kind ; 
as  a  disease  by  no  means  confined  exclu- 
sively to  puerperal  patients,  yet  modified 
by  the  puerperal  state  ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  may  occur  (and  frequently  does)  in 
persons  of  either  sex,  produced  by  the  ef- 
fects of  bruises,  wounds,  and  surgical  ope- 
rations. Nay,  it  may  arise  idiopathically, 
or,  at  least,  from  causes  by  no  means  mani- 
fest. 1  must  fuither  observe,  that  this  dis- 
ease, if  not  the  same,  is  at  least  a  modifica- 
tion of  that  known  by  the  term,  "  diffuse 
cellular  inflammation;"  and  although,  in 
this  fatal  disorder,  the  cellular  membrane  is 
the  seat  of  the  disease,  yer.  this  circumstance 
is  not  always  the  case,  and  inflammation  of 
a  similar  character  to  that  which  has  its  seat 
in  the  cellular  membrane,  may  attack  the 
peritoneum,  the  uterus,  the  ovaries,  or  other 
parts.  It  may  be  further  argued,  that  the 
inflammation  we  are  considering  is  not  con- 
fined exclusively  to  the  abdominal  region, 
when  it  attacks  puerperal  women,  but  may, 
and  not  uufrequently  does,  affect  the  cellu- 
lar structure  of  the  extremities,  and  then 
produces  a  fatal  disease,  by  some  consider- 
ed phleginasiu  dolens.    Lastly,  the  predis- 
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posing  and  exciting  causes  of  this  low  form 
of  the  disease,  although  apparently  different, 
are  of  a  precisely  similar  nature  to  those 
which  produce  cellular  inflammation. 

Granted,  in  complaisance  to  Mr.  Cusack, 
that  this  pathological  "  hotch  potch"  was  as 
consistent  with  itself  as  it  is  obviously  in- 
congruous— how  far  would  it  extend  our 
knowledge  of  the  disease  in  question  ?  He 
Starts  in  his  career  of  speculation  at  the 
point,  say,  of  healthy  inflammation  ;  runs 
through  the  various  grades  of  that  condition 
of  the  system,  assumes  one  of  these  state- 
called  •*  cellular,"  as  a  settled  and  explained 
fact,  though  it  is  any  thing  but  settled  or 
explained  as, the  "  Constitutional  Irritation*' 
of  Mr.  Tracers,  the  "  Irritative  Fever"  of 
Dr.  Butter,  the  "  Diffuse  Inflammation"  of 
Dr.  Duncan,  and  the  '*  Pblegraonoid  Erysi 
pelas"of  Mr.  Lawrence,  sufficiently  attest; 
next  transfers  this  nosological  phantom  from 
the  outside  to  the  interior  of  the  human 
body  ;  then  supports  the  propriety  of  this 
translation  by  a  few  inconsequential  analo- 
gies; and  lastly  concludes  the  scene  by 
assuring  us  that  this  inflammation  hitherto 
called  Purperal  Fever,  is  an  inflammation 
•'of  a  peculiar  kind,"  for  which  piece  of 
intelligence  the  profession  should  be  for  ever 
his  grateful  debtor!    Inflammation  of  a 
"peculiar  kind!"  thank  yon  Mr.  Cusack  i 
*'  inflammation  is  inflammation,"  says  Mr. 
Cusack ;  »  rhubarb  is  rhubarb,"  says  Dr. 
Ollapod  in  the  comedy.  We  therefore  leave 
it  to  our  readers  to  determine  whether  the 
Doctor  or  the  Surgeon  has  added  moat  to 
our  knowledge  by  his  definition,  for  we 


MEDICO-BOTANICAL  SOCIETY, 
Sackville  Street;  Tuesday  Jan.  27. 


The  Right  Honourable  EAni.  Stanhope  in 
the  Chair. 

Several  visiters  were  introduced  and 
presented  to  the  Chairman,  amongst  whom 
was  the  Spanish  Ambassador.    The  Secre- 
tary commenced  the  proceedings  by  enume- 
rating gifts  of  books,  opium,  and  plants, 
mode  to  the  Society  since  the  last  meeting. 
Thanks  were  voted  to  the  donors.    A  letter 
was  then  read  from  Mr.  Feel,  stating  the 
interest  which  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
take  in  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and  that, 
as  a  mark  of  that  interest,  he  was  commanded 
to  present  the  Society  with  a  gold  chain  and 
medal,  to  be  woru  by  the  Chairman  at  the 
meetings  of  the  members.    lu  accordance 
with  his  Majesty's  commands,  the  noble 
Chairman  was  decorated  with  the  royal  gift. 
The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  voted  to 
Mr.  Peel  on  the  occasion.   Their  Majesties 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands  and  the  King  of 
Denmark,  were  elected  Honorary  Fellows  of 
the  Society.    Mr.  Hay,  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  were 
admitted  as  Fellows.    The  Earl  Powis  and 
Lord  Mahone,  wfre  proposed  as  Fellows, 
and  immediately  balloted  for,  and  elected. 
Several  gentlemen  were  proposed, and  others 
balloted  for,  all  of  whom  were  elected  but 
one,  who  was  black-balled  by  a  majority  of 
15  to  8. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  two 
papers,  one  on  the  st*)erior  properties  of 
the  equisetum  sylvaticum  as  a  diuretic,  and 
the  other  on  several  plants,  &c,  presented 
by  John  Hardy,  jun.,  Eoq.,  on  the  previous 
evening;  the  length  and  nature  of  which 
prevent  our  doing  justice  to  tbem,  by  at- 
tempting to  report  them.  During  the  read- 
ing of  the  latter  paper,  the  attention  of  -ome 
of  the  members  was  engaged  in  other  direc- 
tions, the  Secretary  noticing  which,  observed, 


that  if  it  was  not  agreeable  he  should  read 
have  not  space  just  now  to  point  out  at  lsV,e^ewould  leave  U  alone  :  he  8h°uld  Hke 
greater  length  the  contradictions  involved 
in  Mr.  Cusack's  proposition,  or  the  lament- 
able ignorance  of  obstetrical  science,  evinced 
in  the  concoction  of  this  cock-and-a-bull 
story, 

(To  be  concluded.) 


The  Chairman  (to  the  Secretary)— No, 
no ;  go  oo. 

One  of  the  communications  seriously  re- 
comme  ided  a  medicinal  preparation  of  which 
it  treated,  to  the  attention  of  the  Society, 
and  all  Europe,  on  account  of  its  name — the 
"  Holy  Alliance,"  considering  that  that 
would  be  n  guarantee  for  its  excellence  ia 
any  part  of  the  world.  Thanks  were  voted 
to  the  authors  of  the  papers. 

Up  to  this  period,  considerable  irregula- 
rity occurred  in  the  proceedings.  The  bah 
lotings,  proposals,  admissions,  andinUoduo- 
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tions,  repeatedly  stopped  the  reading  of  the  (  Here  previous  notices  of  motions  are  re- 
papers,  which  were  heard  with  apparently  j  quired  by  the  laws.  Here  th»y  had  peculiar 
little  interest.    At  their  conclusion,  the  mi- 


nutes of  the  meeting  of  Dec.  9th  were  read  , 
the  most  important  part  of  which  appeared 
to  be,  that  of  a  question  which  arose  ou  the 
expulsion  of  Thomas  Brown,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  Fellows.    The  minutes  stated,  that  a 
question  was  put  to  the  meeting  whether  it 
should  be  accepted  or  not,  which  being  de- 
terrained  in  the  negative,  it  was  proposed 
that  he  should  bn  ejected  in  lieu  thereof,  and 
his  noma  be  erased  from  the  list  of  Fellows  ; 
and  this  being  carried,  the  name  of  Mr. 
J3rown  was  erased  by  the  Chairman  accord- 
ingly. 

Earl  Stanuope  then  rose,  but  whether  as 
the  chairman,  or  a  fellow,  we  could  not  un- 
derstand. In  moving  that  the  minutes  he 
confirmed,  he  thought  it  right  to  make  a  few 
observations.  He  bogged  the  meeting  to 
consider,  that  he  was  not  calling  on  it  to 
approve  or  sanction  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  to  which  they  referred.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  word  confirmation  did  not 
involve  any  approval ;  it  meant  nothing 
more  than  titis,  that  the  minutes,  as  far  as 
they  reported  the  proceedings,  were  cor- 
rect ;  taking  it  in  this  sense,  he  begged  to 
move,  that  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  of 
December  9th  be  now  confirmed. 

Dr.  Sigmond,  with  due  deference  to  the 
noble  Chairman,  begged  to  submit,  that  this 
was  not  the  light  in  which  confirmation  would 
or  ought  to  be  taken  ;  for  his  own  part,  he  was 
desirous  of  moving  that  a  revision  of  those 
proceedings  should  be  made.  Dr.  Sigmond 
proceeded  to  argue,  that  the  confirmation 
could  be  no  other  than  a  sanctioning  of  what 
bed  been  done  at  that  meeting,  and  quoted 
the  practice  or  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  on 
similar  occasions,  in  support  of  his  opinion. 

Furl  Sianuope  considered  that  it  was 
very  irregular  to  revise  ou  one  evening  the 
proceedings  of  another.    It  would,  for  in- 


privileges,  and  could  do  without  it.  He  sub- 
mitted to  the  learned  Doctor,  whether  he 
had  not  better  take  some  other  course  ;  if 
he  could  show  him  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  late  meeting  had  been  of  a  hasty  nature, 
he  would  soon  evince  his  anxiety  to  retrace 
his  steps;  but  he  thought  it  due  to  the 
council  and  the  meeting  to  deny  that  such 
was  the  case. 

Mr.  Cui/ncBii.i-  could  not  refrain  from 
saying  a  few  words  ou  the  present  ques- 
tion, for  the  eyes  of  the  whole  scientific 
world  were  fixed  upon  the  proceedings 
which  had  lately  takeu  place  in  this  society, 
and,  as  a  first  step,  he  should  move,  that 
the  correspondence  which  had  lately  passed 
between  Mr.  Brown  and  the  society,  be 
rend.  This  motion  was  not  seconded,  that 
not  being  observed  throughout  the  evening, 
but  the  Chairman  put  the  question  to  the 
meeting,  and  it  was  negatived  by  a  show 
of  hands. 

Mr.  Churchill  regretted  the  decision, 
and  drew  the  attention  of  the  meeting  to 
the  law  on  the  subject  of  expulsion  of  mem- 
bers, aa  it  appeared  in  page  10,  of  the 
printed  rules.  He  considered  that  the  ex- 
pulsion of  Mr.  Brown  had  been  in  direct 
violation  of  all  law  and  decency,  and,  as  far 
as  he  was  concerned,  he  was  ashamed  to 
belong  to  a  society  which  had  been  guilty 
of  such  proceedings.  Mr.  Brown  was  one 
of  the  roost  distinguished  men  of  the  age* 
He  had  become  a  fellow  of  this  society, 
which  was  anxious  to  have  his  judgment  in 
naming  some  plants  belonging  to  the  mu- 
seum ;  they  were  sent  to  him,  and  because 
ue  was  not  able  to  attend  to  them,  and  return 
the  plants  in  a  moment,  a  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  director  •— "  Please  to 
send  hack  the  plants."  Mr.  Brown  felt 
himself,  as  he  well  might,  grossly  insulted, 
and  he  replied  by  sending  in  his  resignation. 


J  0-   ■   ,  «•«-  ■•■£>  •••  »«»»  i^oijjiiauuu, 

stance,  be  extraordinary  to  pass  a  vote  of)  as  a  feilow,  with  his  diploma.  He  (Air.  C.) 
thanks  at  one  meeting,  and  to  consider  at  j  should  have  felt  exactly  the  same.    He  did 

the     next     wliptli^r    if     slinulil    nnt    ha     m.    nnf    Lnnur    Afi-     Rrnwn     *lia.r         . .>   . 


the  next  whether  it  should  not  be  re- 
scinded ;  it  would  be  the  same  if  the  ex- 
pression of  a  meeting  were  of  a  contrary  na- 
ture.   If  the  proceedings  which  it  was  pro- 


uot  know  Mr.  Brown,  they  weie  perfect 
strangers,  but  he  would  not  have  his  (Mr. 
C.'s)  name  identified  with  these  proceedings 
on  any  consideration,  and  he  wished  this 


posed  to  confirm  had  been  hastily  carried  1  opportunity  of  staling  his  sentiments.  Air. 
into  effect,  he  would  have  been  the  first  mati  j  Frost  had  written  to  Air.  Brown,  requesting 
for  re-cousideriug  them,  lie  most  sincerely  i  him  to  re-consider  his  resignation,  and  when 
deplored  the  loss  they  had  sustained,  hut '  he  looked  to  the  names  and  the  rank  of  the 
the  only  course  now  was  to  submit  a  pro- 1  fellows  who  had  resigned,  in  consequence  of 
position  on  the  subject  to  one  meeting,  in  t  the  disgraceful  expulsion  of  Mr.  Brown, 
the  usual  form,  for  the  consideration  of  au-  I  he  (Mr.  C  )  thought  thut  it  would  have  been 
other.  Many  of  the  fellows  were  not  pre-  !  a  far  better  thing  for  the  interests  of  the 
pared  for  a  discussion  this  evening,  and  it;  society,  had  it  acceded  to  Mr.  Brown's  pro. 
was  taking  them  by  surprise  to  agitate  it.  position.  It  was  an  insult  to  the  scie  ntific 
He  said  these  things  with  great  respect  for  !  world  that  it  had  not  t^one  so,  and  those  gen- 
Dr.  Sigmond,  but  such  was  his  opinion.  He  I  tlemen  who  had  since  resigned,  by  their  re- 
considered, also,  that  the  reference  to  the !  situation,  clearly  declared  so.  The  society 
Houses  of  Parliament  was  not  in  poiut.  had  been  disgraced  in  the  opinion  of  every 
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scientific  man,  and  unless  it  called  back  its 
act,  he  considered  itmust  die  a  suicidal  death. 
IMo  eulogy  of  his  could  add  to  Mr.  Brown's 
reputation,  nod  he  felt  that  unless  something 
was  immediately  done  to  wipe  oft*  the  pre- 
sent stain,  it  would  be  no  credit  to  him 
(Mr.  C)  to  remain  in  it.  He  threw  out 
these  hints  for  their  consideration,  though 
sorry  to  observe  that  gentlemen  were  ready 
enough,  (alluding  to  the  rejection  of  the 
motion  that  the  correspondence  should  be 
read,)  to  hold  up  their  hands  against  the 
question,  which  was  but  driving  the  nail 
further  in  they  had  already  struck.  He 
considered  that  it  would  be  no  favour  to  Mr. 
Brown  to  rescind  the  expulsion,  for  when- 
ever science  had  planted  her  foot,  there  was 
the  name  of  Mr.  Brown  known,  and  no  act 
of  theirs  could  raise  or  depress  his  fame. 

Dr.  Sigmond  said,  be  hoped  that  the 
new  council  would  take  this  question  into 
consideration.  He  thought  it  might  retrace 
the  late  steps,  without  casting' any  stigma  on 
the  old  council.  He  was  convinced,  indeed 
be  knew,  that  many  of  those  gentlemen 
who  hod  resigned,  would  again  enter  the 
society,  if  this  were  done  *,  and  he  hoped  en- 
lightened feelings  would  allow  them  to 
retrace.  This  attention  to  the  interests  of 
science  would  add  doubly  to  their  laurels. 
He  had  heard  of  the  election  of  kings  and 
noblemen  into  the  society,  with  pleasure  ; 
but  he  did  think  that  one  man  of  real 
science  outweighed  a  whole  world  of  kings, 
much  as  be  respected  them.  The  society 
could  not  repay  the  gratitude  they  owed  to 
Mr.  Brown.  When  those  plants  had  been 
sent  to  him,  he  was  employed  upon  re- 
searches, calculated  to  obtain  for  him' the 
thanks  of  the  whole  -world.  (Hear,  hear.) 
His  miseroscopic  inquiries  (ft  that  time  were 
of  the  most  laborious  and  valuable  nature, 
and  -employed  every  moment  of  his  time. 
It  was  the  duty  of  Mr.  Frost  to  have  named 
those  plants  himself,  or  to  have  gone  to  some 
associate  to  have  done  it,  or  to  have  waited 
the  convenience  of  Mr.  Brown ;  it  was  a 
perfect  indignity  to  the  society  and  to  Mr. 
B.  that  he  had  not  done  so,  and  he  hoped 
be  might  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  new 
council  to  rescue  the  former  from  its  pre- 
sent disgraceM  situation. 

Earl  Stanhope  trusted  he  had  already 
shown  the  impossibility  of  doing  what  was 
proposed;  be  felt  the  greatest  respect  for 
the  learned  Doctor,  and  where  it  was  right, 
was  ready  to  receive  any  suggestion  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Society.  In  reply  to 
the  statement  that  the  late  President  had 
resigned  in  consequence  of  these  proceed- 
ings, be  had  it  from  authority  to  slate,  that 
tins  was  not  the  case,  but  that  it  arose  from 
causes  totally  different ;  and  he  should  say, 
that  he  (the  late  President)  could  not  be 
•aid  to  have  abandoned  the  Society  on  these 


grounds,  without  charging  him  with  gross 

falsehood,  with  insincerity,  with  a  suppressio 
veri  in  his  declarations  on  the  subject.  Much 
as  lie  (Earl  Stanhope)  respected  the  scien- 
tific acquirements  of  Mr.  Brown,  he  must 
(ay,  that  he  thought  it  ought  always  to  be 
remembered,  that  this  Society  was  a  Aledico~ 
Botanical  Society,  and  that  it  should  be 
considered  that  it  was  not  the  interests  of 
botany  it  sought  to  promote,  but  those  of  the 
medical  profession.  We  are  not  a  botani- 
cal Society  ;  we  ought  not  so  far  to  infringe 
on  the  charter  of  the  Liuncean  Society,  as  to 
say  that  we  are.  The  promotion  of  botany 
is  not  the  end  of  our  researches,  but  merely 
the  instrument  for  acquiring  a  medical 
knowledge  of  vegetable  productions,  and 
1  shall  shortly  express  the  impoit  of  the 
Society,  by  saying,  that  its  business  is  the 
extension  and  improvement  of  the  vegetable 
materia  medica.  Application  had  not  been 
made  to  Mr.  Brown  for  the  return  of  the 
plants  for  two  years ;  and  what  was  the  So- 
ciety to  do?'  He  might  have  had  no  relish 
for  the  arrangement.  They  could  not  tell 
what  was  the  cause  of  this  delay,  and  it  was 
right,  therefore,  that  the  plants  should  be 
applied  for.  It  was  not  to  be  thought  of, 
that  after  two  years  had  expired,  and  the 
Society  asked  for  them,  Mr.  Brown  should 
take  fire  at  the  application,  and  return  his 
diploma;  and  he  thought  it  was  hard  upon 
those  at  whose  instigation  that  had  been 
done,  of  which  complaint  was  made,  (and 
he  avowed  that  he  was  one.)  that  they 
should  now  be  required  to  lay  blame  of  any- 
kind  upon  themselves.  Mr.  Brown  had,  of 
his  own  accord,  ceased  to  belong  to  the  So- 
ciety ;  and  he  (Earl  Stanhope)  thought  the 
Society  was  fully  competent  to  decide  on 
receiving  his  diploma,  or  ejecting  him.  He 
thought  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  due 
to  the  Director  for  what  he  had  done  ;  and 
when  the  letters  were  read  which  had  pass- 
ed, it  would  be  seen  that  he  had  requested 
Mr.  Brown  to  reconsider  his  resignation, 
and  recal  it.  The  Director  was  not  acces- 
sory to  the  result  of  Mr.  Brown's  determi- 
nation. He  wished  to  speak  his  mind  on 
this  subject  with  delicacy  ;  but  he  must  say, 
that  he  thought  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Brown 
was  never  equal  to  his  acquirements,  and  he 
thought  that  was  the  case  now.  He  cer- 
tainly felt  it  a  misfortune  that  Mr.  Brown 
had  resigned,  but  if  he  mi; lit  wei;;h  one 
thing  against  another,  he  could  not  but  con- 
sider, that  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Maton 
outweighed  in  its  importance  that  of  Mr. 
Brown  a  thousand  fold.  In  conclusion  he 
should  say,  that  if  any  specific  proposition 
on  the  subject  were  submitted  to  them,  it 
would  be  very  well,  but  all  else  was  air,  and 
a  waste  of  time. 

Mr. CuuncuiLL  said  he  would  act  upon 
this  suggestion,  and  accordingly  moved, 
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that  the  minutes  be  not  confirmed,  and  that 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Brown  be  accepted  ; 
ho  begged  to  throw  it  out  as  a  bint  to  the 
Council,  that  they  ought  not  to  rote  on  the 
occasion. 

The  Noble  Chairmnn  rose  to  put  this  mo- 
tion, when  Mr.  Churchill  proposed  that  it 
should  be  ballotted,  and  not  put  to  a  show 
of  hands. 

Dr.  Sigmond  moved  instead,  that  the 
question  be  referred  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Council,  with  a  request  that  they  would 
re-consider  the  proceedings  of  December  •). 

Mr.  Churchill  withdrew  bis  motion,  and 
seconded  that  of  Dr.  Sigmond,  leaving  it«'  to 
the  good  feeling  of  the  Council  to  redeem 
the  character  of  the  Society." 

A  gentleman  thought  it  would  be  singular 
if  the  meeting  separated  without  confirming 
the  minutes  of  the  late  meeting. 

Some  further  conversation  ensued,  which 
ended  by  the  Karl  Stanhope  proposing  that 
the  miuutes  should  be  confirmed  "  as  a  cor- 
lect  report  of  the  proceedings,  and  with  a 
distinct  underatapding  that  the  present 
meetiug  did  not  pledge  itself  to  an  approval 
of  the  late  proceedings,  and  uo  opinion  be 
expressed  as  to  Mr.  Brown." 

A  gentleman  thought  that  thnt  kind  of 
form  or  order  ought  to  be  observed  which 
was  usual  in  recording  minutes. 

Earl  Si  an hope  considered  that  nothing 
better  could  be  doue  than  what  he  bad  pro- 
posed, and  again  explained  bis  opinion  of  the 
word  confirmation.  The  motion  was  accord- 
ingly put,  and  no  hands  being  held  up  against 
it,  the  Chairman  said,  ««  it  seems  to  me 
unanimously  adopted." 

Mr.  Frost,  the  Director,  rose  and  called 
the  attention  of  the  meeting  to  the  speci- 
mens of  the  plants,  &c  ,  which  laid  on  the 
table,  and  with  a  large  leaf  in  one  hand,  and 
a  flower  in  the  other,  dwelt  at  some  length 
on  the  promotion  of  medical  botany,  and  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks  threw  out,  as  he 
said,  some  hints  to  the  representative  of  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies,  und  stated  that  the  Society 
was  promised  a  valuable  donation  of  plants 
from  the  garden  of  Madrid. 

A  form,  on  the  appointment  of  Vice-Pre- 
sidents to  the  Institution,  was  read,  and  the 
meeting  was  adjourned  to  February  the  10th. 


Leeches. — In  a  foreign  journal,  another 
case,  is  recorded,  in  which  some  leeches,  J 
which  were  employed  first  on  a  syphilitic 
patient,  and  afterwards  on  an  infant,  com- 
municated the  disease  to  the  latter. 


MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL  SOCIETY. 
January  27,  1829. 

Mr.  Travbrs,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

I  The  minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  were  read. 

ANEURISM  BY  ANASTOMOSIS  TV  TIIR  FORE- 
HEAD, SUCCESSHLLY  TREATED  BY  THE 
APPLICATION  OF  LIGATURES. 

The  Secretary  read  a  paper  communicated  to 
the  Society  by  Mr.  Brodie,  on  the  successful 
treatment  of  aneuritm  by  anustomonis,  by  the 
application  of  ligatures.  There  were  only 
three  cases  of  this  description  on  record, 
nnd  Mr.  Brodie  was  anxious  that  the  pre- 
sent might  be  the  fourth.  Treatment  of  this 
kind  had  been  first  noticed  by  Mr.  John 
Bell. 

A  young  lady  received  a  severe  blow  on 
the  forehead,  in  consequence  of  having  run 
against  a  bed- post.  Shortly  afterwards  a 
tumour,  of  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  was  re- 
marked on  the  forehead,  which  remained 
stationary  as  to  size  for  many  years.  In  the 
year  1821  it  had  considerably  increased,  and 
asurgeou  of  eminence  in  London  was  called 
in,  who  attempted  to  cure  the  disease  by 
pressure.  Compresses  were  applied  to  the 
parts  secured  by  tight  bandages  round  the 
head.  So  far  from  this  treatment  being  of 
any  service,  as  soon  as  the  bandages  were 
removed,  the  tumour  was  observed  to  grow 
much  quicker  than  before.  Nothing  further 
was  done  till  1824,  when  another  attempt 
was  made  to  eradicate  the  disease  by  pres- 
sure, but  with  the  same  effect.  In  18*6 
the  vessels  were  tied  leading  to  the  tumour ; 
some  relief  from  pain  was  afforded,  which 
was  of  short  duration.  In  1827  the  tumour 
was  very  large  ;  the  painful  sensations  were 
attended  with  excessive  weight  over  the 
eyes,  and  great  depression.  The  patient 
remained  in  this  state,  tht  tumour  goiug  on 
swelling  rapidly,  till  September,  1828.  The 
tumour  was  now  bigger  than  a  large  walnut, 
it  was  situated  on  the  right  side  of  the  fore- 
head. When  the  fingers  were  applied  to  it, 
it  appeared  like  a  mass  of  flesh,  the  skin  co- 
vering it  being  thin.  When  the  scalp  was 
shaved,  large  and  tortuous  arteries  were 
seen  at  considerable  distances,  passing  into 
the  temple.  On  pressure  beiug  made  on 
the  temporal  arteries,  the  pulsatiou  of  the 
tumour  was  a  little  diminished.  The  suf- 
ferings of  the  patient  were  at  this  period 
such,  that  she  was  willing  to  submit  to  any 
plan  that  might  be  adopted  to  effect  relief. 
It  appeared  to  Dr.  Robertson  and  Mr. 
Brodie,  that  no  attempt  to  obliterate  the 
arteries  by  means  of  caustic,  would  be  at- 
tended with  advantage.   To  accomplish  the 
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removal  by  means  of  the  knife,  might  be  ac- 
companied with  haemorrhage,  and  the  cau- 
tery could  not  be  attended  with  success. 
Mr.  Brodie  then  suggested,  and  in  that  sug- 
gestion Dr.  Robertson  agreed,  that  an  at- 
tempt should  be  made  to  extirpate  the  dis- 
ease by  ligature.    There  seemed  to  be  no 
more  effectuu)  or  safer  method  of  proceed- 
ing left.    A  further  consultation  having 
been  held  with  other  medical  gentlemen, 
and  all  of  them  agreeing  in  the  propriety  of 
the  atep,  Mr.  Brodie  performed  the  opera- 
tion on  Monday  the  15th  of  September.  A 
strong  double  silk  ligature  having  been  pass- 
ed through  the  base  of  the  tumour,  it  was 
firmly  tied  at  right  angles.   The  swelling 
at  first  assumed  a  purple  colour :  great 
pain  was  occasioned.    In  the  evening,  the 
pulse  being  exceedingly  strong,  and  the  pain 
very  severe,  aome  blood  was  taken  from 
the  arm.    On  the  17th,  venesection  was 
again  had  recourse  to.    On  the  18th,  all 
the  arteries  entering  the  tumour  not  hav- 
ing ceased  to  pulsate,  it  was  concluded 
that  the  strangulation  was  not  complete. 
Mr.  Brodie  then  armed  one  of  the  needles 
with  a  strong  double  ligature,  which  was 
applied  in  the  same  direction  that  the  other 
ligatures  had  passed.    On  the   aid,  the 
slough  had  begun  to  separate  at  its  edges. 
On  the  26th  tha  slough  came  away.    In  the 
course  of  a  few  days  the  ulcer  had  begun  to 
have  a  good  appearance.    Mfric  acid  was 
applied;  the  aore  continued  to  heal,  the 
pulsation  in  the  arteries  to  diminish,  and  at 
present  there  was  no  more  pulsation  tban 
usual. 

Mr.  Lloyd  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  a  case  of  anastomosis  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Hodgson,  which  was  situated  in  the 
ring-finger.  He  believed,  in  one  of  the 
cases  published  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  dis- 
ease had  returned  in  such  a  degree,  that  the 
cicatrix  was  elevated  nearly  half  an  inch. 
Mr.  Lawrence  had  endeavoured  to  destroy 
the  disease  by  caustic,  but  without  effect. 
The  ligature  was  then  applied,  and  he  be- 
lieved the  return  of  the  disease  was  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  ligature  not  having  been 
properly  applied. 

The  Presioent  thought  the  present  a 
most  interesting  and  valuable  communica- 
tion, and  trusted  it  would  call  forth  a  lively 
discussion. 

Mr.  Hutchiso*  thought  it  was  desira- 
ble that  something  specific  should  be  known 
as  to  its  diagnosis.  Whether  she  strong  pul- 
sation of  the  arteries  was  to  be  considered 
in  that  view.  He  had  seen  many  of  these 
cases,  and  did  not  remember  to  have  ob- 
served the  arteries  more  tortuous  than  ordi- 

k  Mr.  Arnott  had  seen  two  cases,  in 
which  the  arteries  had  been  tied,  and  failed. 


One  came  into  the  Middlesex  Hospital, 
where  the  carotid  artery  had  been  tied  ;  in 
the  other,  the  temporal  artery ;  and  then, 
the  carotid  had  been  tied,  but .  without 
effect.  In  its  character,  it  bore-  great  re- 
semblance to  the  disease  now  under  dis- 
cussion, and  he  had  no  doubt  if  the  ligature 
had  been  applied  properly,  it  would  have 
been  successful.  The  case  alluded  to  by 
Mr.  Lloyd,  he  believed,  was  that  of  a 
child. 

Mr.  Lloyd  observed  it  was. 
Mr.  Arnott  said,  he  believed  in  that 
case  he  saw  the  operation,  and  certainly 
there  was  a  small  part  not  included,  but 
afterwards  she  tumour  was  completely  re- 
moved. 

The  President  recollected,  in  a  conver- 
sation before  the  Society  some  time  ago,  a 
gentleman  stating  that  only  half  the  tumour 
was  included  in  the  ligature,  the  other  half 
died,  and  the  effect  was  as  complete  us 
could  be.  He  believed  the  case  Mr.  Arnott 
referred  to,  terminated  fatally. 

Mr.  Arnott  observed  it  had,  but  death 
occurred  in  consequence  of  the  jugular  vein 
having  been  inflamed.  There  was  another 
very  excellent  case,  which  had  been  related 
in  the  Glasgow  Journal,  where  the  artery 
was  tied,  but  without  effect. 

Mr.  Hutchison  doubted  whether  Mr. 
John  Bell  was  the  first  to  notice  the  disease. 
He  believed  a  Mr.  Allison,  of  Liverpool, 
was  eu titled  to  that  credit.  There  was 
great  analogy  between  this  disease,  and 
that  of  ruevut  maternus ;  there  was  one  cir- 
cumstance, however,  with  respect  to  tutvus, 
which  he  might  mention :  children  were 
often  born  with  these  marks  upon  their 
necks,  and  other  parts,  and  as  they  grew  up 
they  disappeared. 

The  President  remembered  a  case  in 
which  Mr.  John  Cunningham  Saunders 
operated,  at  Guy's  Hospital.  The  mode 
adopted  was  excision,  and  the  man  lost  a 
great  deal  of  blood.  If  the  use  of  the 
needle  had  been  then  known,  this  might 
have  beeu  avoided.  He  had  seen  many 
cases  approaching  to  nasvi,  but  compared 
witli  this,  they  were  comparatively  unim- 
portant. 

Mr.  Lloyd  observed  that  the  most  sin- 
gular case  of  this  description  of  disease 
had  taken  place  in  the  practice  of  Mr. 
Langstaff.  It  occurred  in  the  leg  of  a 
child.  The  preparation  was  in  Ids  museum, 
and  might  be  seen  by  any  of  the  members 
who  thought  it  worth  their  while  to  view 
it.  The  tumour  was  supplied  by  the  prin- 
cipal arteries  of  the  leg,  and  the  diseased 
structure  was  so  situated,  as  to  render  the 
use  of  the  ligature  impossible. 

The  President  inquired  if  it  was  con- 
genital ? 
Mr.  Lloyd  observed,  it  was. 
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The  President  said,  the  principle  of!  in  bringing  on  the  action  of  the  uterus.  He 
treatment  in  thia  case  appeared  to  him  to  I  was  now  constantly  employing  it  in  powder, 
be,  the  dissolution  of  the  seat  of  the  disease. .  first,  because  it  was  more  handy  ;  it  might 
The  tying  of  the  front  of  the  tumour  was  a  j  be  used  upon  the  spur  of  the  moment;  se- 
very  ineffectual  mode  of  treatment.    There  :  condly,  that  as  the  ergot  was  a  dear  re- 


was  something  in  the  arterial  circulation, 
which  was  so  completely  ana$tomotic,  as  to 
avoid  any  direct  pressure  on  the  principal 
channels.  The  case  in  which  (he  radial, 
ulnar,  and  brachial  arteries  were  tied,  occurred 
some  time  since,  the  bleeding  still  continued, 


medy,  it  was  of  consequence  to  make  use 
of  it  in  that  form,  the  smaller  quantity 
of  which  produced  the  most  effect.  The 
powder,  in  doses  of  half  a  druchm,  repeated, 
if  necessary,  at  the  expiration  of  a  quarter 
an  hour,  was,  in  general,  sufficient  to  pro- 


and  it  was  only  got  the  better  of  by  cutting  duce  the  full  effect  of  the  remedy.  Mr. 


down  upon  the  part,  and  destroying  it  with 
caustic. 

A  Member  wished  to  know  if  the  actual 
cautery  was  employed  ? 

The  F ii esi dem  observed,  it  was. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Monday,  January  ¥6,  IStO. 


Ok  our  entering  the  room,  we  found  the 
members  very  bu6ily  employed  in  discuss- 
ing the  proceedings  of  last  week,  and  the 
general  impression  appeared  to  be,  that  Mr. 
Lambert  had  been  very  unfairly  dealt  with. 


Dr.  Williams  in  the  Chair. 

of  the  last  Meeting  were 


The 
read. 

Mr.  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Peabge  made  a  few 
observations  on  their  inaccuracy. 


Waller  also  wished  to  ask  the  members  of 
the  Society  whether  they  had  ever  met  with 
a  particular  tumour,  situated  in  the  neck  of 
newly-born  infants,  which  wus  of  a  stony 
hardness,  not  very  large  in  size,  and  which 
usually  disappeaied  at  thn  expiration  of  a 
few  months,  from  six  to  ten.  lie  was  not 
aware  that  it  had  ever  been  noticed  by 
authors  ;  but  it  was  described  by  Sir  Astley 
Cooper  in  the  out-patient  room  of  Guy's 
Hospital,  as  being  produced  by  a  rupture  of 
the  fibres  of  the  sterno  cleido-maitoideus  mus- 
cle. During  the  passage  of  the  head  of  the 
child  in  the  two  cases  he  had  witnessed,  the 
presentations  were  unnatural,  one  being  the 
breech,  the  other  die  foot,  and,  consequent- 
ly, during  the  passage  of  the  hvad  of  the 
child,  a  little  more  than  the  usual  stretch 
was  mat!e  upon  the  neck. 

The  Cu.ukman  inquired,  whether  the 
case  referred  to  by  Mr.  Waller,  had  occurred 
in  his  own  practice.  He  also  wished  to 
know  whether  any  thing  like  force  had  been 
used,  the  case  Doing  preternatural. 

Mr.  Waller  did  not  mean  to  say,  that 
no  force  had  been  used,  but  not  so  much  aa 
was  usually  required  in  those  cases,  because 


Dr.  Buck,  in  reference  to  the  minutes  of 
tbe  last  Meeting,  recollected  perfectly  what  t  the  first  was  an  exceedingly  small  child,  and 
be  had  stated  with  respect  to  the  ergot  of  j  the  other  was  a  case  of  twins. 

A  Mimbkr  inquiied,  at  what  period  the 
absorption  of  the  two  tumours  took  place. 

Mr.  Waller  observed,  the  first  was  in 
about  six  mouths ;  the  latter  was,  if  he 
might  use  the  expression,  now  going  on. 

Mr.  Callaway  said,  he  had  seen  three 
cases  like  the  one  now  under  discussion. 
Not  practising  midwifery,  of  course  it  could 
not  be  expected  he  could  speak  with  accu- 
racy of  the  mode  in  which  the  tumours  were 
produced.  Ia  one  of  tho  cases,  the  child 
was  about  five  months  old  ;  in  the  other  two 
they  were  about  ten  weeks-  In  the  latter 
cases,  the  tumours  were  much  less  than  the 
first ;  but  it  appeared,  as  described  by  Mr. 
Waller,  as  if  the  fibres  had  been  torn 
through.  In  those  instances  the  absorption 
was  very  gradual.  The  ouly  iuconveuience 
that  appeared  to  be  produced,  was  au  inca* 
pabilily  of  having  (he  head  moved  to  the  op- 
posite side  without  pain.  He  had  never 
seen  the  disease  described  by  any  author. 
Upon  inquiring  of  Dr.  Blundell.be  had  been 
informed  by  him,  that  he  had  seen  such 


rye,  and  it  was  his  wish  that  it  should  L 
generally  understood.  The  groat  argument 
be  had  against  the  efficacy  of  the  ergot,  was 
simply  this  : — Every  individual  practitioner 
who  had  spoken  of  the  propriety  of  using 
it,  claimed  to  himself  the  efficacy  of  its  ac- 
tion, in  reference  to  the  form  in  which  he 
bad  administered  it ;  some  in  the  form  of 
tincture,  others  in  that  of  powder ;  if  the 
virtue  rested  in  the  powder,  then  it  was  clear 
those  who  had  given  the  tincture  had  been 
deceived.  He  ouly  mentioned  this,  because 
he  observed  the  Kegistra  had  taken  no  no- 
tice of  it. 

Mr.  Waller,  in  answer  to  what  Dr. 
Blick  had  stated,  observed,  that  he  had 
used  the  ergot  in  all  the  three  forms,  pow- 
der, infusion,  aud  decoction,  and  he  was  well 
satisfied  he  had  witnessed  beneficial  effects 
resulting  from  all.  With  regard  to  the  in- 
fusion and  the  powder,  he  could  speak  posi- 
tively ;  but  with  respect  to  the  decoction, 
having  used  it  ODly  once,  he  could  not.  Still, 
however,  he  thought  it  might  he  relied  upon 
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cases,  and  believed  they  arose  from  some]  woman  eighteen  years  of  age.  There  was 
injury  which  the  child  had  sustained  in  pass- ;  polypus,  of  considerable  sixe,  in  the  right 
ing.  j  auricle,  and  the  left  ventricle  was  materially 


Mr.  Waller  said,  in  the  two  cases  that 
occurred  to  him,  the  swellings  were  each 
about  the  size  of  a  walnut,  and  as  hard  as  a 
flint.  In  the  first  instance,  the  child  was 
eo  small,  you  might  almost  put  it,  to  use  an 
old  woman's  phrase,  into  a  pint  pot ;  the 
outlet  of  the  pelvis  was  very  large.  In  the 
other  case  there  were  twins ;  the  pelvis  was 
well  formed,  and,  therefore,  little  extract- 
ing power  was  used. 

Dr.  Ramadge,  thinking  that  Mr. Salmon 
would  have  been  at  the  Society  this  evening, 
had  bronght  several  specimens  of  diseased 
rectum,  which  he  begged  the  Society  to  in- 
■pect.  One  was  the  rectum  of  a  patient  who 
had  died  of  apoplexy,  another  of  dilated  rec- 
tum, and  one  where  stricture  had  been  sup- 
posed to  exist,  but  which  was  found  not  to 
be  the  case. 

A  conversation  here  ensued  between  Dr. 
Ra madge  and  Mr.  Lloyd,  as  to  the  coinci- 
dence of  phthisis  pulmonalis  and  disease  of 
the  rectum  ;  the  latter  gentleman  contend- 
ing, that  coincidence  was  frequent,  and  the 
former  taking  a  contrary  position. 

Mr.  Shuarly  believed,  that  fistula  in  ano 
more  frequently  derived  its  origin  from  dis- 
eased liver  than  diseased  lungs. 

Mr.  Callaway  could  not  consider  the 
diseases  were  necessarily  concomitant.  Fis- 
tula in  ano  was  not  local,  but,  he  thought, 
always  combined  with  some  organic  dis- 
ease. The  use  of  the  ligature  had  been  too 
much  neglected.  It  was  true  that,  in  some 
cases,  the  use  of  the  knife  might  be  desira- 
ble, particularly  where  you  could  pass  your 
bistoury  to  the  seat  of  the  disease.  Several 
empirics  of  the  day  had  cured  the  disease 
by  the  use  of  the  silver- wire  ligature. 

Mr.  Shearly  recollected  a  friend  of  his, 
a  timid  lady,  affected  with  fistula  in  ano,  who 
did  not  like  to  submit  to  the  operation  :  she 
placed  herself  under  an  empiric  of  the  name 
of  Van  J3utchell,  and  he  (Mr,  Shearly)  cer- 
tainly considered  the  means  he  adopted  in 
using  the  ligature,  as  extremely  horrifying ; 
it  was  the  cause  of  the  most  excruciating 
pain.  How  far  this  treatment  would  be  use* 
ful,  where  fistula  in  ano  was  seated  high  up, 
would  be  matter  of  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Lloyd  remarked,  that  he  had  not 
witnessed  the  pain  described  by  Mr. 
Shearly,  where  the  opening  of  the  fistula 
was  situated  near  the  anus;  but  thnt  if  it 
wus  applied  where  the  opening  was  situ- 
ated at  a  distance  from  the  anus,  that  then 
the  pain  might  be  very  great. 

After  a  few  further  observations  from 
Mr.  Lloyd  and  Dr.  Ramadge,  the  subject 
dropped. 

Dr.  Ryan  begged  to  exhibit  to  the  So- 
ciety a  diseased  heart,  taken  from  a  young 


enlarged.  The  patient  had  dyspnoea  from 
infancy  ;  when  Dr.  Ryan  saw  her,  she  was 
labouring  under  inflammation  of  the  bowels, 
which  caused  her  death  in  eight  hours. 
The  patient  was  pale,  and  there  was  no  dis- 
colouration of  the  skin.  Leeches  were 
ordered  to  be  applied  to  the  chest.  The 
respiration  was  diflicult ;  the  pulse  was 
much  stronger  than  general  in  the  last  stage 
of  enteritis.  The  lungs  on  the  left  side 
being  cut  into,  a  small  quantity  of  pus 
escaped. 

Mr.  Callaway  wished  to  know  if  there 
was  any  syncope. 

Dr.  Ryan  observed  there  was  not.  The 
only  information  that  could  be  got  from  the 
parents  was,  that  the  patient  had  had  dif- 
ficulty of  breathing  from  birth. 

Dr.  Ram  a  dg  e  had  aeon  several  cases  of 
this  nature,  and  considered  polypus  of  the 
heart  a  disease  of  frequent  occurrence.  He 
did  not  consider  the  present  a  good  speci- 
men of  polypus. 

Dr.  Ryan  had  not  introduced  it  to  the 
notice  of  the  Society  as  a  good  specimen  of 
polypus,  but  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
cause  of  the  dyspnoea. 

Mr.  Lloyd  was  rather  doubtful  as  to  the 
alleged  polypus  being  organised.' 

Mr.  Callaway  felt  surprised  that  his 
friend  Dr.  Ramadge  should  have  stated  that 
polypus  of  the  heart  was  frequent.  He  had 
always  thought  it  of  very  rare  occurrence, 
and  believed  he  was  borne  oat  in  that 1  by 
what  hod  been  stated  by  Dr.  Baillie.  lie 
had  never  seen  more  than  two  or  three  well- 
marked  organised  polypi* 

Dr.  Ramadge  did  not  say  he  had  often 
seen  well-marked  organised  polypi,  but 
that  he  had  seen  a  great  many  cases  of  po- 
lypi. 

Dr.  Ryan  did  not  know  what  the  disease 
could  be,  unless  it  was  polypus.  Many  gen  - 
tleraen  had  seen  it,  and  were  well  satisfied 
of  its  being  so. 

Dr.  Ramadgb  produced  two  excrescences 
taken  from  the  hands  and  great  toe  of  a 
gouty  subject. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Saturday,  January  24,  1829. 


Mr.  Arkott  in  the  Chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were 
read. 

PNEUMO  THORAX. 

The  PnEsiDENT  said  it  was  the  intention 
of  a  member  to  hove  related  to  the  Society 
this  evening,  an  interesting  case  of 
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thorax  he  bad  met  with,  but,  in  consequence 
of  not  being  able  to  attend  at  tbe  commence- 
ment of  the  meeting,  he  had  committed  the 
facta  to  writing,  which  would  be  read  to  the 
Society.  The  case  was  one  of  a  most  in- 
teresting nature,  and  had  been  seen  both 
before  and  after  death,  by  perhaps  more 
medical. gentlemen  than  had  ever  attended 
such  a  case.  It  had  been  rendered  more  in- 
teresting, in  consequence  of  the  object  of 
it  having  been  a  medical  gentleman. 

Mr.  Cornish,  a  surgeon,  residing  at  Mil- 
ner  Place,  was  affected  with  pneumo  thorax 
in  November  and  December  last.  The 
cause  of  the  disease  was  ascribed  to  over 
exertion  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Cornish,  one 
evening  when  called  up  to  attend  a  patient. 
The  night  was  extremely  cold  and  foggy, 
and  Mr.  Cornish,  in  his  anxiety  to  see  his 
patient  as  soon  as  possible,  had  run  for  a 
considerable  distance.  The  next  day  diffi- 
culty of  breathing  came  on,  which  he  neg- 
lected to  notice  for  many  days,  but  followed 
his  usual  avocations.  On  the  1.5th  or  16th  of 
November,  he  was  seen  by  Mr.  Coo!;e,  an 
eminent  practitioner  residing  in  liridge 
Street,  who  considered  sanguineous  deple- 
tion necessary.  On  the  20th  of  December, 
Mr.  Cooke  thought  it  necessary  to  call  in 
the  author  of  the  communication,  who  found 
the  patient  lying  on  a  s  ofa,  and  breathing 
with  great  difficulty.  The  pulse  was  hard, 
the  cheek  much  flushed,  great  pain  was  felt 
in  the  centre  of  the  chest,  and  the  patient 
could  only  lie  on  the  right  side.  The  muscles 
of  respiration  were  in  violent  action,  there 
was  no  visible  difference  in  the  sides  of  the 
chest.  On  applying  the  stethoscope  to  the 
left  side,  little  or  no  respiration  could  be 
heard,  but  on  the  right  it  was  extremely 
loud.  The  heart  was  felt  beating  rather  to 
the  right  and  middle  of  the  sternum.  The 
author  considered  the  symptoms  altogether 
as  extremely  unfavourable,  and  advised  Mr. 
Cooke  to  take  more  blood  from  the  patient, 
ordering  digitalis  to  he  given  in  powerful 
doses.  On  examining  the  chest  the  next 
day,  the  souud  was  more  sonorous  than 
before  ;  the  pulsation  of  the  heart  was 
more  to  the  right,  and  the  metallic  tink- 
ling was  now  distinctly  audible.  He  had 
then  no  doubt  of  the  existence  of  pneu- 
mo thorax.  Lvery  means  were  used  to 
bring  on  expectoration,  but  without  avail  ; 
the  difficulty  of  breathing  increased.  On 
the  21'th  of  December,  the  patient  almost 
expired  from  suffocation.  Dr.  Walshman, 
and  several  other  medical  gentlemen  of 
eminence,  were  then  called  in,  the  nature 
of  the  disease  was  explained  to  the  patient, 
and  he  was  informed  there  was  no  chauco  of 
relief,  except  from  an  operation.  The  pa- 
tient, however,  at  this  time,  it  was  thought, 
was  not  rife  for  such  a  step.  The  physi- 
cian recommended  the  patient  to  name  some 


medical  friend  to  act  with  him  ;  Mr.  Law- 
rence  was  chosen.  He  attended  ;  found  the 
patient  breathing  with  the  utmost  labour  ; 
pulse  140  ;  skin  cool ;  had  had  no  sleep  for 
many  nights.  On  laying  bare  the  chest, 
the  action  was  observed  to  be  very  strong, 
the  tinkling  was  very  much  like  the  sound 
of  a  musical  snuff-box.  The  respiration 
was  loud  in  the  right  lung.  On  consulta- 
tion, it  was  the  opinion  not  only  of  Mr. 
Lawrence,  but  of  Mr.  Guthrie,  and  several 
others,  that  the  patient  was  so  near  death, 
as  to  render  the  operation  totally  unne- 
cessary. The  attending  physician  avowed 
that  he  felt  satisfied  of  the  existence  of 
pneumo  thorax.  Under  more  favourable 
circumstances,  an  operation  might  have 
been  warrantable,  as  the  only  means  of  saving* 
the  patient.  An  anodyne  was  given,  and 
the  medical  gentlemen  separated.  The  pa- 
tient expressed  great  disappointment  that 
an  operation  had  not  been  performed.  The 
author  afterwards  accidentally  met  several 
other  of  his  medical  brethren,  whom  he  re- 
quested to  see  the  patient ;  and  it  was  ulti- 
mately agreed,  that  the  operation  of  para- 
cent  nit  should  be  performed.  An  incision 
was  made  into  the  thorax,  along  the  upper 
edge  of  the  fourth  rib.  Immediately  a  gush 
of  air  came  out,  almost  sufficient  to  ex- 
tinguish several  candles.  The  patient  ex- 
pressed the  greatest  satisfaction.  No 
water  then  came  from  the  wound.  The 
relief  continued  for  some  hours,  but  ulti- 
mately the  difficulty  of  breathing  returned. 
On  the  SI st  of  December,  Mr.  Guthrie, 
Mr.  Cooke,  and  seveial  other  medical  gen- 
tlemen, visited  the  patient,  and  found  him 
labouring  under  considerable  dyspnoea  ;  the 
pulse  had  fallen  to  l'JO.  On  the  next  day, 
the  medical  geutlemcn  were  agreeably  sur- 
prised to  fiud  the  patient  had  had  seveial 
hours  of  comfortable  sleep,  and  that  his 
breathing  was  easier.  He  had  got  out  of 
bed  without  assistance.  Mr.  Lawrence  also 
saw  him,  and  found  him  considerably  re- 
lieved. A  cuuula  was  passed  in  at  the 
wound,  atid  when  the  finger  was  removed, 
air,  in  a  strong  stream,  escaped  through  the 
aperture,  it  was  concluded  that  this  phe- 
nomenon clearly  indicated  that  there  was. 
considerable  excavation  between  the  bronchi,, 
and  the  cavity  of  the  pleura,  less  hope  was. 
therefore  eutertained  for  the  recovery  of 
the  patient.  On  the  2d  of  January  he 
expired. 

Mr.  Cornish  being  of  the  Hebrew  per- 
suasion, there,  wus  some  difficulty  as  to  the 
allowance  of  an  examination  after  death  ; 
this,  however,  was  ultimately  acceded  to. 
Dr.  Walsham,  Dr.  Ilodgkm,  Mr.  Guthrie, 
and  many  others,  were  present.  On  raising 
the  sternum,  the  heart  was  found  rather  to 
the  right  of  the  median  line  ;  the  left  lung- 
was  collapsed  ;  about  eighteen  ounce*  of 
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serum  were  found  in  each  pleural  cavity.  The 

aperture  ia  the  pUura  was  fistulous,  and  of 
many  wee ks  standing  ;  the  left  lung  presented 
adhesions,  but  was  not  materially  diseased  ; 
the  right  was  very  much  so.    The  adhesions 
of  the  left  lung,  however,  were  considered 
of  many  years'  standing.    It  was  a  very  in- 
teresting question,  to   consider  at  what 
period    the  pneumo  thorax  commenced. 
Mr.  Cornish  himself  had  dated  its  com- 
mencement from  the  period  at  which  he  had 
been  called  up  in  the  night,  and  had  run 
hard.    There  could  be  no  doubt  eutertained 
of  the  rupture  of  the  pleura  taking  place  on 
'  that  evening.    There  were  uo  means  of 
ascertaining  the  existence  of  pneumo  thorax, 
except  by  Oacultation  and  percussion  ;  and 
when  those  meaus  were  resorted  to,  no 
doubt  could  be  entertained  of  the  existence 
of  pneumo  thorax.   The  author  thought  if 
the  operation  had  been  performed  early,  the 
life  of  the  patient  might  have  been  spared. 

Dr.  Granville  regretted  that  the  author 
should  have  sanctioned  the  perpetuation  of 
n  mistaken  nomenclature  applied  to  this 
importaut  disease.    It  was  attempted  to 
be  described  under  an  erroneous  name ; 
he  thought  the  more  proper  epithet  would 
be  pneumatosis  thoracis,    lie,  however,  con  ■ 
aidered,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  due  in   an  eminent  degree  to  the 
author  for  the  pains  he  had  taken  in 
bringing  the  case  to  the  notice  of  the  So- 
ciety in  the  elaborate  manner  he  had  done, 
lew  oases  had  been  watched  and  recorded 
with  more  accuracy.    He  entirely  coucurred 
in  the  manner  in  which  the  stethoscope  had 
been  applied  ;  but  did  not  quite  concede  to 
the  observation,  that  the  cure  might  have 
been  effected,  if  the  operation  bad  been  per- 
formed earlier.    He  lamented  that  eases  of 
this  description  were  suffered  to  pass  with- 
out endeavouring  to  ascertaiu  the  nature  of 
the  air  thut  escaped.    There  was  no  doubt, 
in  the  present  instance,  atmospheric  air  was 
what  w  ould  have  been  found. 

Mr.  Thompson  wished  to  know  the  exact 
size  of  the  fistulous  orifice  which  had  been 
described;  he  understood  it  was  a  very 
email  one.  It  would  be  also  right  to  know 
whether  it  passed  through  the  cellular  tissue 
that  united  the  lungs  together,  or  through 
the  lungs  themselves. 

The  Author  of  the  paper  having  arrived, 
felt  obliged  to  Dr.  Granville  for  the  compli- 
ments he  had  paid  him,  with  respect  to  his 
having  adopted  a  wrong  name  us  applicable 
to  the  diseuse.  He  confessed  he  had  not 
taken  much  trouble  to  ascertain  its  pro- 
priety. It  was  the  name  generally  adopted, 
uud  he  considered  himseif  not  answerable 
in  having  used  it.  If  he  had  instituted  a 
new  name,  he  had  no  doubt  he  should  have 
been  considered  as  carrying  the  subject  fur- 
ther than  necessary.  The  size  of  the  orifice 


was  so  exceedingly  small,  that  It  eeuld 
scarcely  be  detected  *,  it  was  not  larger  than 
would  allow  of  the  admission  of  a  barley- 
corn.   Dr.  Hodgkin  had  expressed  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  there  had  been  the  contents  of 
a  small  quantity  of  tubercles  evacuated  from 
this  spot,  through  a  small  bronchial  tube, 
und  that  this  might  have  been  effected  by 
the  patient,  by  common  coughing.  There 
was  nothing  between  the  end  of  the  bron- 
chial tube  and  the  cavity  of  the  pleura.  He 
(the  author)  supposed  the  membrane  had 
given  way  in  the  action  of  running,  which 
had  been  described  ;  that  air  had  become 
extravasated  into  the  pleura,  and  that  in- 
flammation of  it  took  place.    There  was  no- 
thing but  oscultation  and  percussion  to  guide 
them. 


Mr.  Thompson  observed,  that  he  thought 
it  was  necessary  to  have  still  further  expla- 
nation. It  had  been  stated,  that  the  posi- 
tion of  the  heart  had  been  altered.  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  the  cause  of  death  in 
either  way  of  looking  at  it,  was  different 
from  that  which  was  stated,  lie  had  no 
doubt,  that  when  the  operation  was  per- 
formed, the  heart  returning  to  its  original 
position  was  the  cause  of  the  relief  being 
given.  It  would  remain  with  him  n  matter 
of  doubt,  whether  au  operation  under  such 
circumstances  would  be  proper,  because  it 
would  afford  only  temporary  relief.  It  ap- 
peared highly  probable,  that  in  this  case 
there  was  a  secretion  of  air,  and  no  escape 
from  the  bronchial  tubes. 

The  Author  was  surprised  that  Mr. Thomp- 
son should  have  overlooked  that  which  had 
been  stated  in  the  paper. 

A  sort  of  catechising  discussion  here  took 
place,  with  respect  to  the  origin  of  the  air, 
between  Mr.  Thompson  and  several  other 
members. 

Dr.  Gregort  was  sorry  that  the  valuable 
time  of  the  Society  should  be  occupied  in 
discussing  the  origin  of  the  air;  there  could 
be  no  doubt,  as  he  conceived,  upon  the  sub- 
ject.   He  thought  matters  of  much  greater 
importance  might  be  discussed.    The  first 
point  on  which  he  wished  information  was, 
as  to  the  frequency  of  the  disease  ;  second- 
ly, as  to  its  diagnosis  ;  and,  lastly,  its 
treatment.    He  confessed,  that  until  the 
explanation  given  in  the  paper,  he  knew 
verv  little  of  the  disease,  but  thought  too 
much  stress  was  placed  upon  the  use  of  the 
stethoscope.  For  his  own  part,  after  what* hod 
been  said,  he  believed  he  should  be  able  to 
discover  the  existence  of  the  disease  as  well, 
if  not  better,  without  the  use  of  it.  The 
alteration  of  the  position  of  the  heart  was 
the  main  feature  of  the  case.    He  was  at  a 
loss  to  know  why,  instead  of  using  the  knife, 
a  small  puncture  with  a  trocar  might  not 
have  been  made  in  the  thorax,  and  why. 
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under  any  circumstances,  there  was  danger 
ia  puncturing. 

The  Author  was  ashamed  to  say  so  much, 
but  considered  himself  called  upon,  in  con- 
sequence of  Dr.  Gregory  having  doubted 
the  necessity  of  using  the  stethoscope  in  the 
diagnosis  of  this  complaint.  His  friend,  he 
was  sure,  bad  not  heard  the  whole  paper 
read,  or  he  would  never  have  thrown  out 
such  a  doubt.    If  oscultation  weie  not  prac- 


nine  neve*  could  have  been  given,  but  only 
a  mixture  of  1 


Mr.  North  must  again  interrupt  Dr. 
Granville,  and  trusted  the  Chairman  would 
not  suffer  any  thing  farther  to  pass  upon 
this  subject.    And  thus  the  matter  ended. 


The  Chairman  read  a  petition  to  the 
House  of  Lords  and  Commons  from  the  So- 
ciety, praying  the  legislature  would  take 
tised,  there  was  but  one  other  resource  l«ft, !  into  its  consideration  some  mode  of  facilitat- 
ion ely,  percusaiou.  iu  this  case  there  wasjing  the  procuring  of  bodies  for  dissection  ; 
not  any  difference  of  sound  in  striking  the  |  and  suggesting  the  paasing  of  a  law  to  ena- 
two  sides  of  the  chest,  and  it  was  only  by  ble  the  governors  of  workhouses,  and  other 
the  use  of  the  stethoscope  that  any  oifference  institutions,  to  dispose  of  the  bodies  of  per- 
had  been  ascertained.  I  sons  dying  there,  who  should  not  be  claimed 


After  a  little  further  discussion,  which 
pntirely  uuiuteresting,  the  subject  was 
dropped. 

Dr.  Granville  said,  as  there  was  now  a 
few  minutes  to  spare,  before  the  usual  lime 
of  breaking  up  the  Society,  he  wished  to 
occupy  it  by  reading  a  letter  which  he  had 
received  from  a  lady  iu  the  country,  which 
related  to  that  part  of  the  profession  which 
a  certain  Journal,  that  had  been  rather  noisy 
of  late, 'had  taken  under  its  protection.  The 
gentleman  to  whom  the  letter  related,  and 
lie  should  avoid  using  names,  was  proved  to 
be  S  contributor  to  that  work.  It  would  show, 
that  a  person  living  not  a  hundred  miles 
from  Loudon,  whose  name  had  appeared 
once  or  twice  in  the  columns  of  the  Journal 
as  the  writer  of 


The  President  (interrupting*)  doubted 
whether  he  should  be  acting  rightly  in  al- 
lowing the  letter  to  be  read  ;  he  was  afraid 
it  might  be  converted  into  a  sort  of  private 
feeling  which  it  would  be  desirable  to  avoid. 

Dr.  Granvillk  could  assure  the  Chair- 
man, that  it  was  not  intended  to  reflect  upon 
either  the  Journal  or  the  individual,  but  it 
was  merely  to  show — 

The  PftcsiDVNT  observed,  he  should  trust 
entirely  to  the  good  seuse  of  Dr.  Granville. 

Dr.  Granvillr  observed,  the  Chairman 
might  depend  upon  him.  The  subject  re- 
lated to  the  making  up  of  a  certain  prescrip- 
tion, explaining  to  the  patient  why  certain 
prescriptions  could  not  be  made  up.  The 
letter  ran  thus : — '*  I  go  ou  taking  your 
quinine  medicine  as  ordered;  I  have  only 
had  it  right  since  Christinas,  when,"  &c. 

Mr.  S  outh  felt  himself  bound  to  cull  Dr. 
Granville  to  order  ;  he  did  not  think  the 
purposes  of  this  Society  were  to  show  the 
blunders  of  any  general  practitioner.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Dr.  Granville  was  glad  to  say  the  let- 
ter did  not  apply  to  any  limit  of  the  practi- 
tioner, but  as  to  a  mistake  which  it  was 
wished  to  throw  upon  the  physician.  The 
truth  was,  that  the  medicine  was  not  pro- 
perly mode  up  \  it  was  considered  that  qui- 


within  a  reasonable  period.  The  petition 
would  remain  for  several  succeeding  nights, 
for  the  signatures  of  such  of  the 
felt  disposed  to  support  it. 


WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL. 


FRACTURE  OF  1HB  ILIUM. 

Michaf.l  Grafmr,  aged  31,  ■  stout  well- 
formed  man,  came  in  on  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, having  fallen  from  a  scaffold  lifty  feet 
hi-h.  He  does  not  recollect  the  posture  in 
which  he  fell.  When  brought  in,  he  was 
found  in  the  following  state  :  lying  on  his 
back  with  the  anterior  superior  spines  of 
the  ilia  in  a  tine  ;  the  right  leg  half  an  inch 
shorter  than  the  left,  and  slightly  everted  ; 
a  flattening  in  the  situation  of  the  trochanter 
major,  which  was  less  prominent  by  an  it:ch 
thati  that  of  the  opposite  side;  the  distance 
between  the  anterior  spine  of  the  ilium,  and 
the  trochanter,  half  an  inch  leas  thau  on  the 
sound  side  ;  the  glutei  rather  tumefied.  The 
adductors  and  pectiualis  swollen  and  tense  ; 
the  knees  could  not  be  completely  approxi- 
mated. The  thigh  could  be  bent  on  ti  e 
pelvis  to  a  right  angle,  with  very  little  pain, 
and  no  crepitus  ;  hut  the  patient  had  scarcely 
any  power  over  the  limb.  It  could  be  ex- 
tended to  an  equal  length  with  the  opposite 
leg,  hut  wus  immediately  retracted ;  rota- 
tion inwards  caused  considerable  pain. 
When  the  linger  pressed  on  the  tuber  lschii, 
it  yielded  to  the  touch  ;  and  a  crepitus,  with 
considerable  pain  iu  the  part,  and  on  the  in- 
side of  the  knee,  was  produced.  Pressure 
on  the  anterior  superior  spine  of  the  ilium 
evinced  a  crepitus,  and  occasioned  acute 
pain  in  the  joint.  The  pelvic  viscera  were 
unaffected.  The  patient  was  an  Irishman, 
obstreperous  in  his  complaints,  and  very 
much  impeded  by  his  cries  and  struggles, 
the  diagnostic  examination.  Mr.  White,  who 
conducted  the  inspection,  pronounced  it  to 
be  a  fracture  of  the  body,  and  ascending 
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ramus  of  the  ischium,  extending  through  the 
lower  part  of  the  acetabulum,  allowing  a 
partial  dislocation  ;  a  scale  of  the  ilium  was 
detached,  as  far  downward  as  the  aceta- 
bulum ;  the  fracture  penetrating  the  sock- 
ets considerable  tumefaction  of  the  hip 
and  thigh  occurred,  which  was  removed  by 
the  constant  use  of  fomentations  ;  during  the 
period  the  limb  was  kept  in  a  proper  posi- 
tion, with  the  assistance  of  bran  pillows, 
the  total  absence  of  febrile  action  was  re- 
markable. 

Dec.  10.  The  swelling  having  subsided, 
Mr.  White  applied  two  splints  to-day,  an 
external  long  otie  reaching  from  above  the 
crista  ilia  to  the  malleolus,  snd  another  to 
correspond  on  the  inner  side  of  the  limb, 
which  was  kept  in  its  due  position  by 
oblong  bran  bolsters. 

Jan.  10.  Th»j  splints  are  removed,  and  the 
limb  is  un  con  fined,  care  by  the  bran  pillows; 
it  is  three-fourths  of  au  inch  shorter  than 
its  fellow  ;  the  distance  between  the  ante- 
rior superior  spiue  of  the  ilium,  am 
upper  edge  of  the  patella  is  about  an  inch 
less;  and  between  the  first  named  point, 
and  the  trochanter  major,  perhaps  half  an 
inch  less  than  in  the  corresponding  limb. 
The  portions  of  ischium  have  united  un- 
evenly, and  a  spiculum  of  bone  seems  to  pro- 
ject from  the  dorsum  iiii,  under  the  anterior 
part  of  the  gluteus  medius.  The  foot  is 
everted  about  twenty  degrees.  The  man 
has  very  little  voluntary  motion  ;  the  thigh 
may  be  passively  flexed  on  the  pelvis  to 
nearly  a  right  angle,  hut  cannot  be  rotated 
either  inwards  or  outwards. 
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A  more  frequent  disease  than  procidentia 
uteri,  and  therefore  still  more  important  to 
be  known,  is,  that  in  which  you  nave  pro- 
lapsus of  the  uterus,  the  womb  coming 
down  to  the  external  parts,  but  not  beyond 
them.  Now,  the  woman  tells  you,  she  feels 
as  if  her  interior  were  descending  ;  with  a 
great  deal  of  pain  in  the  back,  above  the 
sacrum,  in  the  hips  and  the  thighs,  and  some- 
times she  complains  of  irritation  of  the  blad- 
der, so  that  the  water  has  to  be  passed  ten 
or  twenty  times  in  tbo  course  of  the  day, 
and  sometimes  there  is  irritation  of  the 
rectum.  At  night  the  symptoms  are  worse, 
because  the  womb  comes  down  in  the  even- 
ing, the  patient  having  been  about  during 
the  day  ;  and,  more  especially  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  patient  passes  the  water  more  easily  j 
than  in  the  evening.  There  are  few  dis- 
eases which  are  better  characterised  than  j 
this  prolapsus  of  the  uterus,  and  by  these  . 
characteristics  the  great  majority  of  the  j 
cases  may  be  readily  ascertained  :  aching  of 
the  back,  irritation  of  the  bladder,  bearing, 
relief  of  the  symptoms  by  the  horizon  lul 
posture,  the  aggravation  of  the  symptoms 
by  being  long  in  the  erect  posture,  are  the 
principal  symptoms  marking  the  disease. 

Although,  however,  the  prolapsus  of  the 
uterus  may  generally  be  made  out  by  the 
verbal  description  of  it,  this  will  not  always 
be  the  case,  and  should  the  affection  be 
doubtful,  it  is  to  be  ascertained  by  examin- 
ation; and  if  you  are  in  the  habit  of  ex- 
amining those  parts,  the  moment  you  touch 
them  the  disease  becomes  known.  These 
examinations  are  better  made  in  the  even- 
No.  23  h 


ing  than  in  the  morning,  for  if  you  were  to 
examine  the  patient  in  the  morning,  you 
would  find  the  womb  almost  in  place,  whereas* 
in  the  evening,  it  is  considerably  descended, 
so  that  the  displacement  is  easily  recognised. 
Add  to  this  character  the  laxity  of  the  va- 
gina, which,  in  its  upper  half,  is  much  more 
capacious,  so  that,  perhaps,  you  might  put 
a  pullet's  egg  into  it  there,  though  the  lower 
part  of  it  may  be  tenser  ;  add  to  which,  too, 
a  bearing  on  the  rectum,  which  produces 
irritatiou  ;  and  if  you  introduce  a  catheter 
into  the  bladder,  you  will  find  the  passage 
more  or  less  distorted,  your  catheter  moving 
about,  and  perhaps  turning  round  completely, 
being  thrown  out  of  the  ordinary  line. 

The  best  method  of  treating  this  disease, 
and  the  most  effectual,  is  by  means  of  a 
pessary,  and  this  is*  a  form  of  it  which  a 
well-adjusted  pessary  will  effectually  re- 
lieve, and  there  are  persons  who,  for  ten, 
fifteen,  or  twenty  years  together  have  worn 
a  pessary.  A  ring  pessary,  or  a  globe,  may 
be  employed  ;  for  married  women,  the  ring 
pessary  is,  on  the  whole,  the  best,  and  the 
ball  pessary  for  the  unmarried ;  but  you 
will  find  it  necessary  to  make  your  obser- 
vations upon  the  feelings  of  the  woman,  for 
some  will  find  themselves  easier  with  the 
ball,  and  others  with  the  ring.  Before,  how- 
ever, you  resort  to  this  mode  of  treatment, 
you  may  try  what  can  he  done  by  confining 
your  patient  in  the  horizontal  posture,  either 
on  a  sofa  or  on  a  bed,  and  by  directing  her 
to  abstain  from  all  urging,  when  there  is  au 
notion  of  the  bladder  or  rectum,  particularly 
the  bladder,  the  irritation  of  which  may  bo 
considerable,  occasioning  the  patient  to  pass 
her  water  ten  or  twelve  times  a  day.  As- 
tringents should  be  used,  by  means  of  a  long- 
necked  syringe,  or  an  elastic  bottle  ;  sulphate 
of  zinc,  or  alum,  may  be  thrown  into  the 
vagina,  the  strength  of  the  solution  being  in- 
creased daily  ;  you  may  begin  with  a  drachm 
to  a  pint  of  water,  and  then  two  to  a  pint, 
then  three,  four,  five,  and  so  on,  till  you  get 
a  saturated  solution,  if  necessary. 

There  is  yet  a  third  variety  of  this  dis- 
ease, to  which  1  beg  your  particular  atten- 
tion, for  it  is  the  most  common  of  all,  per- 
haps the  most  obscure  and  the  most  trouble- 
some,  and  that  is,  the  variety  of  the 
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in  which  the  uterus  is  coming  down  hut  o 1 
little  way,  say  an  inch  or  two  into  the  pelvis,  i 
Now  in  theso  cases  you  often  find  your  pa* 
tient  very  irritable  and  nervous  ;  they  have 
»  great  deal  of  dyspepsia,  acidity  of  the 
stomach,  inflation,  nausea,  vomitings,  and] 
very  frequently,  too,  the  bowels  are  more  j 
or  leas  disturbed,  and  more  especially  infla- 1 
tions  of  the  bowels  are  apt  to  occur ;  so ; 
that  if  the  women  are  married,  they  think 
they  are  with  child,  and  ascribe  it  to  preg- 
nancy.  Then  with  these  symptoms  of  ge» 
neraf  relaxation  of  the  system,  disorder  of 
the  chylopoietic  viscera,  continual  uneasi- 
ness and  pain  in  the  back,  ascribed  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  sacrum,  a  sensation  of 
bearing  down,  as  if  the  interior  part  of  the 
body  would  pass  away,  a  principal  symptom, 
irritation  of  the  rectum,  irritation  of  the  blad- 
der, urine  ten  or  twelve  times  a  day,  and  often 
more  or  less  of  a  discharge  of  mucus  from 
the  vagina,  as  if  the  patient  were  labouring 
under  the  disease  which  I  ahall  hereafter 
describe  to  you  under  the  name  of  leuctr- 
rhcea,  you  can  hardly  fail  to  recogniae  the 
disease.   But  if  there  is  a  doubt,  that  doubt 
is  to  be  set  at  rest  by  making  careful  exa- 
mination ;  and  where  you  find  the  disease 
to  exist,  you  will  observe  the  upper  part  of 
the  vagina  to  be  very  much  relaxed,  and  the 
womb  to  protrude  ;  and  where  you  introduce 
the  catheter,  you  will  find  there  is  a  ten- 
dency to  an  obstruction,  and  a  distortion  of 
the  urethra.    As  before,  the  best  time  for 
making  this  examination  js  in  the  evening, 
rather  than  in  the  morning,  because  if  you 
are  inexperienced  in  making  those  investi- 
gations, you  might  be  deceived,  were  you 
to  institute  a  morning  examination. 

Where  there  is  a  relaxation  in  a  slight  de- 
gree, one  of  the  first  steps  to  be  taken,  is  to 
improve  the  general  health  of  the  patient , 
for  this  purpose  you  may  use  blue  pill  in 
small  quantities,  laxatives,  tonic  remedies, 
more  especially  the  lighter  bitters,  and 
nourishing  diet;  but  the  most  effectual 
mode  of  relieving  her  will  be,  if  ahe  is  an 
inhabitant  of  a  large  city,  by  sending  her 
into  the  country,  or  to  the  sea  side  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  after  she  gets  there,  her 
health  will  soon  improve,  and  she  will  get 
rid  of  the  disease  for  a  time,  at  least.  In 
those  cases,  it  is  a  great  advantage  to  lay 
in  the  horizontal  posture  as  much  as  may  be, 
without  injuring  the  health,  for  all  confine- 
ment, instead  of  improving  the  health,  makes 
it  worse.  Further,  as  relaxations,  where 
they  are  encouraged,  are  apt  to  terminate 
in  procidentia,  or  prolapsus,  you  should  di- 
rect your  patient  to  abstain  from  all  forcing, 
for  the  more  the  forcing,  the  more  the 
parts  descend,  and  the  more  likely  she  is 
to  have,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  or  a 
few  years,  a  prolapsus.  Astringent  reme- 
dies deserve  a  full  trial,  for  there  is  no  doubt 


of  their  being  likely  to  be  of  service.  Of 
the  astringent  fluids,  those  before  enumerated 
are  some  of  the  best,  alum  and  the  sulphate 
of  zinc  being  the  principal;  always  increas- 
ing the  strength  and  frequency,  according 
to  tlie  effect  produced,  otherwise  you  would 
do  no  service.  It  might  be  worth  consider- 
ation, whether  powdered  astringents  might 
not  be  of  use,  if  they  were  introduced  with 
a  little  care,  which,  perhaps,  might  be  done 
by  the  patient  herself;  and  1  think  the 
powdered  galls,  for  example,  would  furnish 
a  very  powerful  application.  They  would 
have  the  advantage  of  lying  in  the  vagina 
more  permanently  than  a  /rash,  which  runs 
off  as  soon  as  it  lb  infused*  -In  a  case  that 
occurred  at  this  Hospital,  J  made  trial  of 
the  resin — the  common  resin,  in  a  vpry  fine 
powder ;  this  was  not  a  case  of  prolapsus, 
but  of  procidentia,  and  it  was  replaced  after 
the  application  of  the  powder.  Novr >  it  is 
certain,  that  the  womb  did  not  come^  down 
again  aq  easily,  after  the  application  of  the 
resin,  as  it  had  done  before  ;  but  whether 
this  arose  from  any  effect  that  had  been 
produced  by  the  astringent  on  the  part,  or 
whether  it  arose  frsjrn  the  mere  roughening 
of  the  surface,  was  not  cleft.  It  was  applied 
in  this  way  for  a  few  days ;  it  occasioned 
no  inconvenience  whatever,  and  the  girl  leav- 
ing the  hospital,  no  further  opportunity  was 
had  of  observing  its  effects. 

When  women  labour  under  a  alight  de- 
scent, the  bladder  is  frequently  obstructed, 
so  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  introduce  a 
catheter;  but  sometimes  the  use  of  this 
catheter  may  be  superseded,  and  especially 
when  you  are  at  a  distance,  it  is  very  de- 
sirable that  it  should  be  superseded,  if  possi- 
ble, by  the  patient  lying  in  the  horizontal 
position,  with  her  hips  a  little  raised  above 
the  level  of  the  shoulders,  half  an  hour,  or 
more,  and  then  trying  to  pass  the  water ; 
or  sometimes  by  getting  a  beariug  with  the 
finger  upon  the  mouth  of  the  uterus,  the 
patient  herself,  if  she  is  intelligent,  may 
replace  the  uterus,  and  in  this  manner  ob- 
tain  a  passage. 

If  the  relaxation,  then,  is  of  the  slighter 
degree  of  the  uterus,  it  should  be  your  prin- 
cipal object  to  mend  the  general  health,  to 
keep  the  patient  in  a  horizontal  posture,  to 
restraiu  all  unnecessary  efforts  una  forcings, 
and  to  use  astringents  actively.  And  as  to 
the  obstruction  of  the  bladder,  it  may  be 
relieved  either  by  the  use  of  the  catheter, 
or  by  taking  means  to  bring  the  uterus  into 
its  proper  place.  A  pessary  should  be  your 
last  resort. 

It  sometimes  happens  after  delivery,  that 
the  womb  is  coming  down,  and  this  forms  a 
variety  of  the  disease  that  deserves  remark. 
When  a  prolapsus  takes  place,  and  the 
womb  lies  out  between  the  limbs,  it  forma 
a  large  tumour  as  big  as  the  fetal  head ; 
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and  it  Ls  very  easily  known,  by  your  finding 
the  os  uteri  so  large,  that  you  could  pass 
your  finger  inio  it,  die  cbiuTB  head  having 
just  passed  through  it;  yet  I  have  been 
told  of  two  cases,  in  which  the  practitioners 
were  so  ignorant,  that  they  did  not  recog- 
nise the  disease  ;  in  one  case  the  womb  was 
cutaway  with  a  penknife, and  the  woman  died 
from  collapse  ;  in  the  other  case,  there  was 
a  great  deul  of  handling  of  the  uterus,  and 
this  seemed  to  occasion  death.  The  manner 
of  managing  these  cases  of  prolapsus  of  the 
womb,  after  delivery,  is  very  simple  ;  the 
bladder  should  be  emptied,  the  womb  should 
be  returned  to  its  place,  and  the  woman  may 
be  kept  in  the  horizontal  jwsition,  with  the 
hip  a  little  elevated,  for  six  or  eight  weeks 
together ;  and  if  she  submits  to  this,  there  is 
a  (air  hope  of  becoming  permanently  cured 
of  the  disease,  at  least  in  some  cases. 

When  women  are  in  the  latter  months  of 
gestation,  the  womb  does  not  usually  come 
down,  for  it  is  so  large,  that  it  gets  a  bear- 
ing on  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  there  is 
not  room  for  it  to  descend  s  yet  it  does  &o 
happen  sometimes  where  there  is  a  very 
large  pelvis,  and  the  womb  not  very  bulky, 
that  it  comes  down  so  far  that  the  os  uteri 
may  be  seen  externally.  1 1  is  more  common , 
however,  and  by  .no  means  infrequent,  for 
the  womb  to  descend  in  the  first  three  or 
four  months ;  and  a  case  of  this  kind  is  very 
readily  made  out  by  the  ordinary  symptoms  j 
there  is  the  aching  in  the  back,  there  is 
bearing  upon  the  rectum,  a  bearing  on  the 
bladder,  with  an  obstruction  of  the  urine, 
and  when  you  examine  it,  the  case  is  ob  • 
servable  at  once. 

If  the  woman  is  iq  the  end  of  pregnancy, 
or  if  the  womb  was  to  descend  during  de- 
livery, provided  the  os  uteri  came  inLo 
sight  through  the  external  parts,  I  suppose 
it  would  be  your  duty  to  dilate  the  os  uteri 
with  your  fiugers,  and  in  this  way  accelerate 
the  birth  of  the  child  as  much  as  possible  ; 
bu(  if  it  descend  a  little  way  merely,  I  should 
not  meddle  with  it — meddlesome  midwifery 
being  bad — but  would  leave  the  woman  to 
her  own  resources. 

If,  in  the  latter  months,  the  womb  were 
lying  externally  and  between  the  limbs — a 
case  of  this  kind  occurred  to  the  ilhjstrious 
Harvey — if  it  could  not  be  put  back,  1 
should  recommend  the  bringing  on  of  de- 
livery, by  puncturing  the  membranes  ;  and 
then,  when  parturition  came  on,  I  should, 
as  before,  assist  in  diluting  the  os  uteri.  In 
Harvey's  case,  it  was  proposed  to  extirpate 
the  uterus,  but  I  certainly  prefer  the  induc- 
tion of  parturition  before  extirpation. 

If  the  womb  is  coming  down  in  the  earlier 
months,  then  the  practice  is  very  simple; 
when  the  patient  is  most  troubled  witli  the 
symptoms,  she  may  lie  in   the  horizontal  I 
posture  for  a  little,  site  may  lose  blood  from  I 


the  arm  if  she  is  in  much  pain,  and,  in  tha 

course  of  a  few  weeks,  the  womb  becomes 
so  large  as  to  get  its  bearing  upon  the  bones 
of  the  pelvis,  and  the  disease  is  cured.  A 
woman  was  sent  up  from  Gravesend  to  this 
hospital ;  I  examined  her,  and  found  the. 
case  to  bp  prolapsus  uteri  ;  she  was  obliged 
to  lie  in  the  horizontal  posture  ;  she  was  in 
the  thitd  moqtb  of  pregnancy ;  and  as  she 
lay  on  the  bed  in  the  hospital,  the  uterus 
arose,  got  its  bearing  op  the  bones,  and,  at 
the  end  of  ft  week,  the  disease  was  effectually 
cured. 

It  rarely  happens— I  never  myself  saw 
such  a  case — that,  in  the  descent  of  the 
earlier  months,  the  womb  remains  in  the 
pelvis,  blocking  up  the  cavity,  making  pres- 
sure on  all  the  parts,  and  giving  rise  to 
symptoms  of  severe  obstruction.  You  relieve 
it  by  introducing  the  catheter ;  and  when 
you  have  emptied  the  bladder,  and  not  till 
then,  you  venture  to  urge  the  womb  above 
the  brim.  This,  I  say,  you  should  not  do, 
till  the  bladder  has  been  previously  evacn? 
ated  ;  for  if  it  was  overloaded,  say  with  six 
or  seven  pints,  and  you  were  to  urge  the 
uterus  upwards  in  the  first  place,  you  might 
have  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  pressing  it 
backwards,  and  if  you  succeeded,  you  might 
burst  the  bladder. 

It  has  been  asked  whether  a  radical  cure 
cannot  be  accomplished  1  aud  if  it  could,  it 
is  certainly  very  desirable  ;  but,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  our  knowledge,  we  axe  not  pos- 
sessed of  sufficient  information  to  enable  us 
to  effect  that  cure,  It  has  been  proposed  to 
cut  into  the  vagina,  and  take  the  womb  away 
altogether,  neither  do  I  believe  extirpation  of 
the  womb  would  always  be  either  impossible, 
or  fatal,  yet  it  is  too  dangerous  an  operation 
to  be  thought  of  for  the  purpose  of  ridding 
the  patient  of  this  disease  ;  besides  which 
if  the  prolapsed  womb  wero  troublesome, 
and  were  extirpated  in  consequence,  the 
probability  is,  that  other  parts  would  de- 
scend— that  the  bladder  or  intestines  would 
conie  down— therefore  that  operation  pro- 
posed by  the  French,  I  can  by  no  means 
recommend.  In  this  disease,  it  has  been 
proposed  again,  to  bring  on  an  inflammation 
of  the  vagina,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  rise 
to  constriction  and  cohesion.  Now,  every 
man  of  obstetric  practice  must  be  aware, 
that  the  vagina  is  sometimes  shut  up  in  the 
middle  by  constriction,  to  that  extent  which 
renders  it  impossible  to  introduce  even  a 
catheter.  Now  and  then,  even,  it  does  hap- 
pen that  this  disease  not  only  attacks  married 
women,  but  the  unmarried,  and  about  the 
time  the  catamenia  cense  to  flow ;  and  in  such 
a  case,  the  patient  might  sometimes  obtain 
a  radical  cure  commodiously  enough,  if  this 
state  of  the  vagina  were  induced ;  but  wo 
have  it  not  in  our  power  to  occasion  it  at 
pleasure.   It  has  been  proposed  to  bring  on 
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inflammation  by  injections,  and  to  have  the 
parts  replaced  before  adhesion  or  constric- 
tiou  take  place ;  Dr.  Hamilton  bad  under 
care  some  two  or  three  cases  in  which  he 
made  this  trial,  but  without  success.  In  the 
other  hospital,  in  a  case  of  procidentia,  I 
once  introduced  a  pessary  with  large  aper- 
tures, one  that  might  be  called  the  lantern 
pessary,  similar  to  that  here  exhibited,  but 
not  to  be  recommended  to  your  use.  This 
pessary  being  passed  up,  and  there  being  a 
good  deal  of  forcing,  parts  of  the  vagina  were 
driven  through  the  large  holes ;  a  great 
deal  of  irritation  was  in  consequence  pro- 
duced and  these  parts  sloughed  away  ;  of 
course  I  removed  the  pessary  the  moment  I 
observed  this,  and  the  woman  completely 
recovered ;  but  mark,  notwithstanding  there 
had  been  so  much  inflammation  of  the  va- 
gina, and  though  the  patient  had  been  con- 
fined to  the  horizontal  posture  afterwards, 
to  give  her  a  chance  of  a  radical  cure,  no 
such  cure  was  in  that  way  produced ;  yet 
there  ia  a  case  I  think  recorded  in  Bums, 
in  which  a  silver  pessary  being  used,  a 
great  deal  of  inflammation  was  occasioned, 
which  brought  about  a  radical  cure.  There- 
fore, to  bring  our  observations  to  a  point, 
in  women  past  the  age  of  the  catamenia,  it 
is  very  desirable  that  we  should  try  to  cure 
the  disease  radically  ;  and  I  think,  though 
in  our  present  state  of  knowledge  we  do  not 
seem  to  be  in  the  possession  of  the  means 
of  accomplishing  it,  yet  that  this  cure  is 
well  worth  the  consideration  of  a  man  of  ta- 
lent and  industry,  for  I  am  not  without 
hope  that  it  might  be  obtained.  There  is 
another  mode  in  which  a  radical  cure  may 
be  attempted,  and  that  is,  by  confining  the 
patient  after  delivery  to  the  horizontal  pos- 
ture strictly,  for  six  or  eight  weeks  ;  I  sup- 
pose in  the  majority  of  cases  this  will  fail, 
but  in  some  few  cases  it  seems  to  succeed 
splendidly.  Mr.  Itedfern,  formerly  asso- 
ciated with  this  class,  had  the  care  of  a  lady, 
who,  for  four  years  together,  had  laboured 
under  a  descent  of  the  uterus  beyond  the 
external  parts,  she  became  pregnant,  she 
was  confined  to  the  horizontal  posture,  after 
her  delivery,  and  for  some  time  afterwards, 
a  year  or  more,  the  time  ho  afterwards 
knew  her,  she  had  no  further  appearance  of 
the  disease. 

I  shall  now  conclude  the  lecture  by  send- 
ing you  round  some  preparations.  The  pre- 
paration I  here  show  you,  is  u  prolapsus  of 
the  vagina,  the  front  and  sides  of  it  being 
disposed  to  come  down,  this  is  the  disease 
in  the  slighter  degree. 

The  next  preparation  is  of  the  laceration 
of  the  perineum,  which  disposes  to  the 
descent  of  the  womb,  by  layibg  the  vagina 
open,  and  which  may  be  set  down  among  the 
causes  productive  of  prolapsus. 

The  next  preparation  ia  of  prolapsus  uteri. 


The  preparation  which  followa  is  of  the 
uterus  in  the  puerperal  state,  which  will 
satisfy  you  that  the  uterus  being  heavy,  acd 
the  vagina  relaxed,  it  is  very  apt  to  come 
down.  This  descent,  of  course,  produces  a 
large  tumour  between  the  thighs. 

The  casts  on  the  table  also  show  you  the 
descents  of  the  different  parts  in  their  dif- 
fent  degrees  j  they  are  well  worth  inspec- 
tion. 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 


SINGULAR  EFFECT  OF  THE  BITE  OF  A  VIPEB. 

Josbphina  Pocgi,  twenty  years  old,  of  a 
strong  constitution,  in  the  spring  of  last 
year,  was  bitten  by  a  viper,  at  the  external 
ancle  of  the  right  foot.  The  wound  having 
been  immediately  cleaned  with  saliva,  by 
which  the  small  quantity  of  blood  covering 
it  was  wiped  off,  she  began  to  walk  towards 
her  village,  when  she  was  suddenly  seized 
with  a  sensation  of  extreme  debility,  violent 
pain  in  the  epigastrium,  and  vomiting,  and 
the  tongue  began  to  swell  in  an  extraordi- 
nary manner.  ,Dr.  Marianini,  who  saw  the 
patient  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  accident, 
found  her  in  the  following  state  : — The  fea- 
tures were  considerably  altered  ;  the  cheeks 
puffed  ;  the  lips  and  tongue,  enormously 
swelled,  but  not  painful,  covered  with  saliva, 
and  very  pale.  The  swelling  of  the  tongue 
rapidly  increased,  so  that  it  at  last  almost 
filled  the  carity  of  the  mouth,  and  caused 
great  difficulty  of  breathing  ;  the  voice  v.-os 
inaudible,  but  the  patient  expressed,  by 
signs,  that  she  suffered  much  from  pain  in 
the  epigastrium  and  stomach  ;  she  had  fre- 
quent attacks  of  syncope  ;  the  pulse  was  in- 
termittent, and  very  weak  ;  the  limbs  were 
in  a  state  of  relaxation  ;  the  whole  body  was 
very  pale,  and  from  time  to  time  agitated 
by  fits  of  shivering.  The  wounded  part  was 
neither  swelled  nor  tender  on  pressure.  M. 
Marianini  endeavoured  to  administer  a  dose 
of  liquor  ammonia  in  peppermint  water,  but 
the  swelling  of  the  tongue,  and  ihe  con- 
tinual flow  of  saliva,  prevented  him  from 
attaining  his  object,  and  he  was  at  last 
forced  to  inject  it  through  the  nose.  After 
an  hour,  the  swelling  of  the  tongue  and  face 
having  a  little  subsided,  the  vital  powers 
being  somewhat  restored,  and  the  pulse 
having  acquired  more  force,  and  in  the  same 
proportion  the  wound  having  begun  to  swell 
and  become  painful,  M.  Marianini,  accord- 
ing to  the  advice  given  by  Morgagni,  (Epist. 
b9,  Art.  30,)  applied  a  cupping-glass  to  tlio 
wound,  and,  after  having  taken  about  two 
ounces  of  blood,  covered  it  with  the  em  pi. 
opii.   The  internal  use  of  the  ammonis, 
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with  the  addition  of  some  opium,  Loving 
been  continued  for  about  six  hours,  the  face 
and  tongue  regained  their  natural  size  and 
appearance,  and  the  patient  felt  an  exces- 
sive inclination  to  sleep  ;  she  had  not,  how- 
»  ever,  slept  more  than  an  ltour  when  the 
swelling  of  the  tongue,  and  the  general 
symptoms  of  debility,  returned  with  such 
violence  as  to  place  her  life  again  in  danger ; 
it  was  therefore  necessary  to  rouse  her  from 
her  sleep,  and  to  keep  her  awake ;  the 
above  medicine  being,  at  the  same  time, 
administered  in  full  dose.  The  swelling  of 
the  tongue,  as  well  as  the  general  symp- 
toms, then  gradually  disappeared,  and,  after 
perseverance  in  the  use  of  the  ammonia 
for  about  twenty-four  hours,  did  not  return 
again.  The  swelling  of  the  wounded  foot, 
from  this  time,  increased  to  such  a  degree, 
that  very  active  antiphlogistic  means  were 
resorted  to,  and  after  some  weeks  the  pa- 
tient was  perfectly  cured. 

Swelling  of  the  tongue  has  but  rarely 
been  observed  after  viper- bites,  and  in  the 
few  cases  on  record,  it  was!  always  caused 
by  the  patient's  having  sucked  the  wound, 
which,  as  may  be  infened  from  its  situation, 
was  impracticable  in  the  case  before  us, 
although  the  patient,  probably,  in  moisten- 
ing it  with  saliva,  conveyed  a  portion  of  the 
virus  to  her  mouth. — Repertorio 
Torino,  18558. 


ON  THE  CAUSE  Or  DEATH  AFTER  THE  LIOA- 
TUKE,  OR  DIVISION,  OF  TUB  FNEUMO-GAS- 
TRIC  NEHVES. 

Professor  Mayer,  of  Bonn,  concludes,  from 
numerous  experiments  on  this  subject,  that 
in  almost  all  the  cases  where  the  pneumo- 
gastric  nerves  had  been  tied,  death  ensues 
from  the  blood  of  the  lungs  losing  the  pro- 
perty of  remaining  in  a  fluid  state.  "  If, 
(he  says,)  the  animal  dies  soon  after  the 
ligature  has  been  applied,  the  heart,  as  well 
as  the  arteries  and  veins  of  the  lungs,  are 
found  filled  with  a  dark-coloured  coaguluni, 
of  little  consistence  ;  while,  in  those  cases 
where  death  ensues  twenty-four  hours,  or 
more,  after  the  operation,  the  coagulum  is 
firm,  fibrous,  of  a  white  colour,  and  pene- 
trates into  the  smallest  vascular  ramifications 
of  the  lungs."  These  concretions,  Dr. 
Mayer  believes  to  form  during  life,  and  to  he 
the  proximate  cause  of  death  ;  they  are  pro- 
duced by  the  tendency  of  the  blood,  when 
deprived  of  nervous  influence,  to  separate 
into  its  constituent  part-*.  After  the  divi- 
sion of  the  pneumo-gastrie  nerves,  the  tem- 
perature of  the  animul  m  either  not  dimi- 
nished, or,  if  it  he,  the  diminution  does  not 
correspond  with  the  state  of  refutation. 
The  most  remarkable  phenomenon  constantly 
observed  by  the  author,  -after  th?  operation, 
is  the  singular  disproportion  between  its 


effect  on  respiration  and  on  the  action  of  the 
heart ;  for  while  the  number  of  respirations 
is  diminished  by  half,  two-thirds,  or  even 
five-sixths,  that  of  the  pulsations  of  the 
heart  is  increased  to  double,  or  even  quadru- 
ple. This  extraordinary  difference,  the  au- 
thor infers,  is  owing  to  the  presence  of  the 
sanguinous  concretions  in  the  pulmonary 
vessels,  which  require  an  increase  of  force 
and  frequency  in  the  pulsations  of  the  heart 
for  their  propulsion.— Zeitschr.fur  Physiol. 


EFFECTS  OF  ABSTINENCE  ON  THE  STOMACH. 

The  Medicinisch'Chirurg.  Zeitung  con- 
tains the  result  of  some  interesting  experi- 
ments relative  to  the  action  of  the  gastric 
juice  on  the  parietes  of  the  stomach  after 
death,  and  to  the  effects  of  abstinence  on 
animals  of  different  kinds.  The  gastric  and 
intestinal  juices  never  soften  or  dissolve  the 
membranes  of  the  stomsch  or  intestines ; 
their  action  is  rather  diminished  than  ^aug- 
mented during  abstinence  ;  and  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of  death  by  hunger  is  not  in- 
flammation of  the  stomach,  as  has  been 
lately  maintained,  but  general  exhaustion. 
Carnivorous  animals  bear  abstinence  much 
longer  than  herbivorous  ones,  and  dogs  die 
much  earlier  than  cats;  if,  during  absti- 
nence, carnivorous  animals  are  supplied 
witli  water,  they  live  considerably  longer 
than  those  who  are  deprived  of  it ;  in  her- 
bivorous animals  this  is  not  the  case,  and 
they  hardly  ever  touch  the  liquid  even  in 
extreme  hunger  ;  Tahbits  often  die  from  ex- 
haustion, although  there  are  afterwards 
some  remains  of  food  found  in  the  stomach, 
and  if,  driven  by  hunger,  they  devour  animal 
food,  they  generally  die  very  soon  after- 
wards, although  they  have  the  power  of 
digesting  it,  as  appears  from  the  contents  of 
the  stomach.  In  those  animals  who  die 
from  hunger,  the  veins  of  the  abdominal  vis- 
cera are  generally  found  gorged  with  blood, 

CARTILAGINOUS  DEGENERATION  OF  THE 
STOMACH. 

A  middle-aged  female,  who,  for  twelve 
years,  hod  had  a  moveable,  round,  firm  tu- 
mour in  the  abdomeu,  which,  by  several 
physicians,  had  been  declared  to  be  a  de- 
generated ovary,  applied  to  Dr.  Diefien- 
bach  of  Berlin  ;  who,  altera  careful  examin- 
ation, was  of  the  sume  opinion  ;  and  as  the 
ptitient  had  never  experienced  any  pain  in 
the  stomach,  nausea,  vomiting,  or  any  of  the 
symptoms  by  which  a  scirrhus  of  the 
stomach  is  generally  accompanied,  was  very 
Car  from  suspecting  disease  of  this  organ. 
The  patient,  however,  soon  died  ;  and,  at 
the  post-mortem  examination,  it  was  found 
that  tha  tumour  was  formed  by  the  stomach, 
which  was  in  a  &tate  of  cartilaginous  de- 
generation ;  its  anterior  paries  was  an  inch 
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thick ;  and,  exopt  •  portion  of  the 
posterior  paries,  the  Whole  stomach  was 
changed  into  a  firm,  incompressible  sac. 
Digestion,  wbieb,  during  the  patient's  life, 
had  been  but  very  slightly  disturbed,  must, 
in  this  case*  necessarily  have  been  carried 
on  independent  of  the  mechanical  action  of 
the  stomach.— Rust'$  Magatin. 


SURGICAL  CLINIC  of  PAVIA. 


LIGATURE  OF  THB  RIOHT  CAROTID* 

ROsaTaccoxt,  «tat.  ?9,  of  small  statute, 
and  lymphatic  temperament,  was,  at  the 
beginning  of  last  year,  admitted  on  account 
of  inveterate  syphilis,  the  principal  symptoms 
Of  which  were  violent  noCtutbal  pains, 
exostoses  on  the  tight  tibia,  and  indurated 
tumours  of  the  certical  gkrids.  After  a 
mercurial  treatment  of  some  weeks,  the  pa* 
tieut  finding  her  general  health  much  im* 
proved,  left  the  hospital  •  but  the  glandular 
tumours  having  shottly  afterwards  increased 
agairi,  and  at  last  formed  large  abscesses, 
she  returned  to  submit  again  to  the  treat- 
ment, Which  she  had  so  imprudently  inter •» 
rupted.  The  ulcers  eventually  healed,  and 
the  swelling  of  the  glands  subsided,  but 
thetd  remained  a  turnout  below  the  angle  of 
the  lower  jaw,  which,  by  its  strong  pulsa- 
tioO,  was  soon  recognised  as  ah  aneurism  of 
the  tight  carotid.  No  information;  could  be 
obtained  from  the  patient,  as  to  the  came 
by  which  it  had  been  produced  ;  she  only 
related,  that  since  its  formation  she  had 
felt  a  continual  tingling  in  the  eat,  and 
Slight  vertigo ;  her  sight  had  been  impaired, 
and  she  had  suffered  much  from  palpitation 
Of  the  heart.  The  tumour  was  of  the  size  of 
an  egg,  about  an  inch  below  the  angle  of 
the  lower  jaw  ;  it  was  examined  by  Pio- 
feasor  Scarpa,  who  recommended  the  opera- 
tion ;  and  it  was  accordingly  performed,  on 
the  23d  of  May,  in  the  following  manner  : 
an  incision,  of  about  two  inches  and  a  half, 
terminating  at  the  sternum,  having  been 
made  along  the  internal  margin  of  the  sterno- 
mastoid  muscle  ;  the  sterno-hyoideus,  and 
sterno-thyroideus,  were  pushed  towards 
the  trachea ;  and  the  carotid  artery  having 
been  laid  bare,  was  isolated  from  the  jugu- 
lar vein  and  pneumo-gastric  uerve,  and  tied 
by  a  simple  knot,  between  which  and  the 
vessel,  a  small  cylinder  of  linen,  covered 
with  cerate,  was  placed  according  to  the 
method  recommended  by  Scarpa.  Imme- 
diately after  the  application  of  the  ligature, 
the  aoeurismal  tumour  ceased  to  pulsate, 
and  was  reduced  to  a  third  of  its  former 
sise;  the  temporal  and  external  maxillary 
al>o  ceased  to  pulsate  ;  the  patieut  fainted; 


and,  after  the  reeoveTV  of  her  senses,  com* 
plained  of  palpitation  of  the  heart,  dimness 
of  sight,  and  of  a  sensation  of  cold  over  the 
right  side  of  the  face,  which  became  pale, 
while  the  left  hslf  retained  its  natural 
colour;  all  these  symptoms  gradually  dis- 
appeared within  a  few  hoars  after  the  opera* 
tiom  The  pulse  of  the  right  radial  artery  was 
much  stronger  than  that  of  the  left  side*  The 
wound,  except  in  its  middle  part,  which  con* 
tained  the  ligature,  was  he  tiled  by  the  first 
intention.  For  some  days  after  the  opera- 
tion, the  patient  complained  of  slight  head* 
ach,  some  difficulty  of  swallowing,  and  an 
unpleasant  sensation  of  heaviness  in  the 
right  arm,  the  veins  of  which  swelled  con- 
siderably, but  these  symptoms  soon  dis- 
appeared, and,  on  the  twehty*first  day*  the 
li^ntuie  came  off  with  the  linen  cylinder* 
The  cicatrisation  of  the  wound  remaining, 
however,  for  a  long  time  incomplete,  and  its 
margins  assuming  an  aedematous  fungoid  ap- 
pearance, it  was  suspeeted  that  the  syphilitic 
affection,  of  which  there  were  still  some  slight 
traces,  produced  this  effect ;  and  the  method 
of  Cirillo  (consisting  of  frictions  of  the  oxy* 
muriate  ointmeut  on  the  soles  of  the  feet) 
having  been  accordingly  employed,  the  wound 
was  perfectly  healed  at  the  end  of  the  second 
month.  Uu  the  1st  of  August  the  anenris* 
tnal  tumour  wbb  hard*  free  from  pain,  and  the 
size  of  a  filbert ;  the  general  health  of  the 
patient  was  considerably  improved ;  her  in- 
tellectual faculties,  as  well  as  hearing  and 
sight,  Were  not  in  the  least  affected,  and 
the  pulse  was  equally  strong  at  both  Wrists ; 
the  right  temporal  and  facial  arteries  only 
had  a  weaker  pulsation  than  those  of  the 
left  side,  and  the  right  side  of  the  face  ap* 
geared  not  so  well  nourished  as  the  left.— 
Annul.  Univen.di  Medicin.  Sept.  1828. 


REPLY  TO  MR.  DERMOTT  S  COMMUNICATION 
ON  THE  MATERIALITY  OF  MIND. 

To  the  Editor  «f  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Though  a  divine,  I  happen,  never- 
theless, to  be  a  reader  of  Tub  Lancet, 
which  has  found  its  way  even  into  this 
hyperborean  region;  and,  foreign  as  its 
contents  may  seem  to  my  professional 
studies,  I  read  it  with  great  interest  and 
pleasure,  and  rejoice  in  the  good  that  it  has 
done,  is  doing,  and  is  likely  still  to  do.  I 
certainly  never  dreamed  of  becoming  a  cor- 
respondent to  it ;  but  an  article  in  your 
Number  for  October  11.  which  1  have  just 
read,  impels  'me  to  request  further  informa- 
tion upon  the  important  subjects  to  which  it 
relates,  and  which  I  hope  the  author  of  that 
article  will  feel  it  his  duty  to 
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In  the  article  to  which  I  refet,  the  author, 
G.  D.  Dermott,  Esq.,  has,  by  a  very  pro- 
found physiological  investigation,  "  clearly'' 
established  the  following  positions  : — 

1.  That  perception,  thought,  memory, 
judgment,  and  all  other  mental  operations, 
are  functions  of  mere  matter. 

2.  That  we  have  no  conception  whatever 
as  to  the  nature  of  spirits,  nor  can  any 
human  language  convey  to  the  mind  any 
just  idea  as  to  their  nature,  or  as  to  the  pro- 
perties with  which  they  are  endowed  ;  that, 
in  short,  we  have  neither  language  nor 
ideas  to  enable  us  to  express  the  nature  of 
spiritual  things. 

3.  That  material  and  spiritual  things  are 
so  different  and  incompatible,  that  the  one 
cannot  be  the  direct  effect  of  the  other — 
that  they  cannot  be  existing  in  a  state  of 
intimate  association,  because  they  must  be 
as  different  in  nature  as  two  extremes  can 
possibly  be. 

4.  That  the  lower  animals  have  minds, 
but  that  they  have  no  souls. 

5.  That  man,  besides  a  mittd,  has  also  an 
immaterial  and  immortabou/;  hut  that  so  long 
as  organic  life  continues,  so  long  the  soul 
must  remain  dormant;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  as  soon  as  the  life  of  the  body  ceases, 
so  soen  the  soul  enters  into  a  state  of 
development,  or  into  a  state  of  actual — it 
may  be  said  sensible— existence. 

6.  That  there  must  be  a  great  and  al- 
mighty First  Cause,  or,  in  other  words,  an 
omnipotent  Creator — a  God. 

7.  Hut  without  education,  there  would 
be  neither  knowledge  nor  conscience,  which 
are  just  convertible  terms — that  it  is  educa- 
tion that  forms  the  mind,  or,  what  is  nearly 
the  same  thing,  calls  it  into  action. 


how  this  conclusion  is  to  be  avoided,  I 
really  cannot  see :  for  "  Bibles,  revelations, 
ministers,  religions,"  have  nothing  what* 
ever  to  do  with  the  mental  powers,  since 
Mr.  Dermott  shows  that  the  lower  animals 
possess  these  powers,  yet  need  neither 
Bibles  nor  ministers,  because  they  have  no 
souls.  And,  as  far  as  1  can  see,  Bibjeg  and 
ministers  can  be  of  ns  little  use  to  tbe  aool, 


which  does  not  b 


to  live  till  the  body 


I  mean  not,  at  present,  to  incur  the  guilt 
of  calling  in  question  the  accuracy  of  any  ot 
these  positions,  a*,  besides  being  drawn  from 
the  depths  of  physiology — a  science  of 
which  I  am,  as  in  duty  bound,  most  pro- 
foundly ignorant — most  of  them  bear  the 
stamp  of  a  very  venerable  antiquity,  for 
which  I  have  n  great  reverence.  But  as  all 
the  doctrines  which  we  divines  are  accus- 
tomed to  teach,  vanish  before  these  posi- 
tions, "  like  the  baseless  fabric  of  n  vision," 
I  should  like,  before  entirely  new-modelling 
every  article  of  my  creed,  to  apply  to  .Mr. 
Dermott  for  some  explanations,  which  1 
hope  he  will  consider  it  a  duty  to  give. 

I  am  naturally  very  anxious  to  know 
what  is  to  berome  of  us  poor  parsons,  in 
consequence  of  the  new  light  which  has 
thus  been  poured  over  this  happy  age.  If 
men  should  conclude  that  "  Bibles,  revela- 
tions, ministers,  and  religions,"  are  totally 
useless  in  this  present  world,  and  owe  their 
existence  to  a  mere  delusion,  why  then  you 
know  "  Othello's  occupation's  gone."  And 


be  dead.    Why  then  should  these  articles 
be  retained,  on  the  pretence  of  preparing 
for  futurity  a  soul,  which  lias  no  actual  or 
sensible  existence,  till  it  is  far  beyond  their 
reach  1    Truly  I  tremble  for  my  craft,  and 
so  may  you  too,  Mr.  Editor,  for  yours.  For 
when  theology  is  banished  from  tbe  world, 
I  again  ask  what  are  we  poor  parsons  to  do  1 
We  can  neither  dig  nor  beg,  aud  I  doubt 
not  that  many  of  us  will  just  turn  physiolo- 
gists, and  crowd  the  already  over-crowded 
ranks  of  your  profession.    One  of  the  non- 
conformists, who  was  ejected  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II.,  said  that  many  would  have 
reason  to  mourn  his  ejectment ;  and  being 
called  to  account  for  his  words,  said,  all 
that  he  meant  was,  that  he  intended  to  com- 
mence  the   practice  of  medicine.  Now,' 
when  Mr.  Dermott  has  got  us  all  ejected 
from  our  pulpits,  I  fear  many  will  have 
cause  to  rue  it,  and  your  profession  hardly 
less  than  ours. 

Ministers  often  complain  of  the  inatten- 
tion with  which  they  are  heard,  and  of  the 
little  good  that  they  are  able  to  do ;  and  no 
wonder,  truly,  now  the  secret  is  out* 
The  soul,  to  which  they  are  addressing 
themselves,  is  all  the  while  enjoying  n 
sound  repose.  This  fact  also  accounts  for 
a  mode  of  preaching  which  has  become  very 
fashionable,  and  with  which,  1  confess,  I 
have  hitherto  been  so  iguorant,  as  to  be  not 
a  little  disgusted.    I  have  seen  men — and 

o 

should  you  have  happened  to  stray  into  a 
church,  so  probably  have  you — labouring  in 
the  pulpit  like  u  quarry  man  at  piece  work, 
with  their  arms  going  like  the  sails  of  a 
windmill.  And  because  old  people  like 
noise  nearly  as  well  as  children,  I  have 
heard  preachers  highly  praised  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  they  out-heroded  Herod, 
and  "  amazed,  indeed,  the  very  faculties  of 
eyes  and  ears."  This  I  used  to  think  to- 
tally inconsistent  with  the  solemnity  of  the 
gospel,  and  approaching  even  to  profanity. 
I  now  acknowlege  my  mistake.  These 
men,  1  suspect,  are  aware  of  the  sleep  of 
the  houI,  and  laudably  endeavour,  by  the 
union  of  vehement  vociferation,  and  violent 
gesticulation,  to  arouse  it  from  its  torpidity. 
I  now  admit  the  propriety  of  speaking  so 
much  louder  than  is  at  all  necessary  to  be 
distinctly  heard,  and  that  they  who  address 
the  soul,  have  as  much  reason  as  the  priests 
of  Baal  to  leap,  and  to  shout  aloud.  I 
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admit  the  propriety  of  the  praise  bestowed 
upoa  strength  of  longs  well  applied. 

"  Some  of  the  sermon  talk,  a  sober  crowd. 
And  loudly  praise,  if  it  were  preached 
aloud." 

Yet  of  what  use,  after  all,  can  this  tre- 
mendous bawling  be,  when  it  is  quite  clear 
tli at  the  soul  cannot  be  accountable  for  any 
of  the  deeds  done  in  the  body— deeds  of 
which  it  has  no  knowledge,  and  over  which 
it  can  exercise  no  control  ? 

Again :  Mr.  Dennott  says  that  I  have  an 
immaterial  and  immortal  soul.   As  he  says 
so,  I  cordially  believe  it.    I  used  to  think 
that  I  could  prove  this  too,  but  in  this  I  find 
I  was  wrong.   This  soul  has  no  operations 
or  effects  from  which  its  existence  can  be 
inferred.    Now,  as  the  fact  of  its  existence 
is  undeniable,  and  as  Mr.  Dermott  has 
swept  away  every  argument  by  which  phi- 
losophers and  divines,  from  Plato  down- 
wards, have  attempted  to  prove  that  exist- 
ence, I  should  like  very  much  indeed  to 
know,  upon  what  grounds  he  believes  in  its 
existence.    I  confess  I  feel  it  very  awk- 
ward to  carry  about  with  me,  and  to  boast, 
too,  of  possessing,  a  soul,  when  I  am  totally 
unable  to  produce  the  slightest  evidence 
that  such  a  thing  exists.   It  is  unpleasant 
to  believe,  one  knows  not  why,  excepting 
just  that  Mr.  Dermott  lias  said  so.  Now 
there  may  be  folks  foolish  enough  not  to 
consider  this  a  satisfactory  reason.  Will 
this  physiologist,  then,  have  the  gooduess 
to  tell  us  in  what  part  of  the  organic  struc- 
ture he  has  found  it.    Were  it  an  active 
vital  principle  spread  over  the  whole,  and 
animating  every  part,  this  inquiry  would  be 
useless ;  but  as  it  is  dormant,  it  must  have 
a  local  habitation  ;  videlicet,  a  dormitory. 
Now  scientific  men,  as  well  as  divines,  will 
surely  be  curious  to  hear  if  Mr.  Dermott 
has,  in  the  course  of  his  physiological  re- 
searches, found  out  this  dormitory — has 
detected  the  sleeper  napping  in  its  cell, 
like  a  toad  in  a  block  of  marble,  and  caught 
it  while  just  beginning  to  exercise  its  new 
found  powers,  and  to  shake  off  the  slumbers 
of  some  threescore  yeurs  ;  or  if  it  make  its 
escape  from  the  body,  ere  his  knila  can 
reuch  its  abode,  has  he  found,  at  least,  the 
place  where  it  has  recently  been,  just  as  nt 
Chillingham  Castle,  in  my  neighbourhood, 
they  show,  in  oue  of  their  marble  chimney- 
pieces,  not  the  toad,  but  the  cavity  where 
the  toad  lay.   As  be  has  loft  us  no  other- 
proof  of  the  foul's  existence,  I  hope  he  ha* 
got  a  few  specimens  preserved  iu  bottles, 
hermetically  sealed,  and  which,  on  being 
opened,  will  prove  the  correctness  of  his 
views,  by  more  than  realising  all  the  freaks 
of  the  bottle-imp, — le  diaLte  Ihuieux.    I  repeat, 
that  us  Mr.  Dermott  says  that  I  have  u  soul, 
I  believe  it  j  yet  it  would  be  more  satii- 


fsctory,  both  to  your  profession  and  outs,  if 
we  knew  ou  what  grounds  we  are  entitled  to 
believe  that  we  have  within  us  a  dormitoTy, 
occupied  by  an  insensible,  immaterial,  im- 
mortal dormitant. 

Some  people,  also,  may  be  sufficiently 
inquisitive  to  ask,  for  what  conceivable 
purpose  the  soul  is  sent  to  sleep  in  a  mate- 
rial body  for  some  threescore  years  and  ten, 
before  it  comes  into  actual  or  sensible  exist- 
ence? If  it  be  alleged,  as  on  the  Pythago- 
rean system  it  may  be,  that  the  soul  is 
lodged  in  a  material  body,  on  account  of 
guilt  contracted  in  a  previous  state  of  being, 
it  may  be  replied,  that  according  to  Mr. 
Dermott,  the  soul,  as  we  shall  presently 
see,  possesses  no  moral  powers,  and,  there- 
fore, can  contract  no  guilt,  And  supposing 
this  difficulty  removed,  which  I  have  no 
doubt  Mr.  Dermott  can  easily  do,  it  may  be 
further  asked,  why  souls  should  be  sent  to 
sleep  in  human  bodies  only?  Would  not 
the  organism  of  an  ox  or  an  ass  afford  as 
convenient  a  dormitory  as  thut  of  Mr.  Der- 
mott himself?  In  the  present  state  of  my 
information,  I  can  by  no  means  prove  that 
no  animal  has  a  soul,  nor  that  every  human 
body  has  one,  which,  you  will  allow,  it  would 
be  very  desirable  to  do. 

I  would  not,  on  any  account,  be  guilty  of 
doubting  the  unerring  accuracy  of  any  con- 
clusion which  Mr.  Dermott  has  drawn  from 
physiology  ;  but  when  he  enters  on  meta- 
physics, one  may,  I  hope,  without  the  guilt 
of  heresy,  venture  to  suggest  the  possibility 
of  some  improvement  in  his  speculations. 
Now  it  appears  to  me,  that  in  order  to  sup- 
port the  dignity  of  man,  as  the  only  pos- 
sessor of  a  soul,  he  has  dealt  somewhat 
hard  measure  to  the  lower  animals.  Hap- 
pily, however,  his  argument  in  this  case  is 
not  physiological,  but  metaphysical,  and, 
therefore,  not  altogether  beyond  the  range 
of  a  parson's  powers.  He  argues  from  the  * 
justice  of  God  against  the  immortality  of 
brutes.  But  he  is  doubtless  aware,  that  a 
conclusion  directly  the  reverse  has  been 
drawn  from  the  same  source".  It  has  been 
said,  that  as  the  lower  animals  suffer  from 
the  fall  of  man,  without  any  guilt  of  their 
own,  (this  Mr.  Dermott  expressly  admits,) 
the  justice  of  God  will  provide  some  com- 
pensation for  their  guiltless  sufferings,  and 
that  when  they  have  escaped  the  woes 
which  man's  guilt  has  brought  upon  them, 
they  may  expect 

Some  sheltered  spot  in  depth  of  woods 
embrne'd, 

Some  happier  island  in  the  watery 
waste," 

where  such  enjoyments  as  their  nature  is 
capable  of  will  be  allotted  them.  On  this, 
however,  1  do  not  insist,  being  too  anxious, 
at  present,  to  obtain  some  definite  informs- 
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tion  with  regard  to  my  own  goul,  to  feel  very 
deeply  interested  about  the  souls  of  the  in- 
ferior creation. 

I  feel  very  anxious  to  know  what  sort  of 
entity  this  soul  is — what  is  its  peculiar  na- 
ture, or  what  are  its  characteristic  proper- 
ties !  While  it  is  in  the  body  it  is  immate- 
rial, insensible,  inactive,  without  actual  or 
sensible  existence,  whiah  some  logiciaus 
would  consider  uo  bad  definition  of — ttoihing. 
But  when  this  non-existent  entity  leaves 
the  body,  and  acquires  an  actual  existence, 
what  kiud  of  being  is  it  then  1  Intellectual 
and  moral  powers  it  cannot  possess,  for  these 
are  attributes  of  matter,  and  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  the  attributes  of  spirit  also  ;  for  if 
matter  and  spirit  possessed  these  attributes 
in  common,  there  could  be  no  such  incom- 
patibility between  them,  as  to  render  them 
incapable  of  even  existing  in  intimate  asso- 
ciation. That  Mr.  Dermott  considers  the 
soul  as  having  no  intellectual  or  moral  pow- 
ers, appears  also  from  the  language  which  he 
uses  when  speaking  of  spirit ;  for  he  talks 
of  the  properties  with  which  it  is  not  endued, 
be  it  observed,  but  endowed.  Kaw  and  ig- 
norant writers  are  apt,  we  know,  to  cou- 
found  these  two  words  ;  but  it  would  be 
profanity  to  suspect,  that  the  philosophic 
Mr.  .Dermott  uses  the  latter  term  from  igno- 
rance, or  lor  any  other  reason  than  that  it 
just  correctly  expresses  his  meaning.  Now 
if  the  soul,  while  in  the  body,  be  to  all  in- 
tents and  purposes  anoneutity,  and,  when  it 
leaves  the  body,  be  neither  material,  intel- 
lectual, nor  moral,  I  would  humbly  beg  Mr. 
Dermott  to  give  us  some  idea  of  what  it  is ; 
or,  if  this  be  impossible,  at  least  clearly  to 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  we  can  possi- 
bly believe  in  its  existence.  1  hope  he  will 
have  the  humanity  to  drag  us  poor  unphy- 
siological  wights  out  of  the  manifold  per- 
plexities into  which  his  splendid  discoveries 
nave  plunged  us. 

Mr.  Dermott  has  also  turned  adrift  all  my 
previous  notions  as  to  the  Supreme  Being, 
and  I  am  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  beggiug 
to  be  informed  upou  what  grounds  he  Re- 
lieves in  the  existence  of  such  a  Being. 
If  I  understand  him  rightly,  he  means  to 
say,  that  we  learn  this  from  the  works  of 
Nature,  and  that,  let  divines  and  philoso- 
phers soy  what  they  will,  we  shall  m-ver 
learu  move  (torn  their  works.  Now  1  have 
always  been  accustomed  to  think,  that  from 
the  works  of  Nature,  neither  philosophers 
nor  divines  had  ever  discovered  even  so  much) 
for  I  know  not  of  any  individual,  of  any 
inscription,  who  from  lite  works  of  Nature 
discovered  the  existence  of  a  God.  To  prove 
tliis  fact,  after  its  discovery,  is  no  very  ditfi- 
cult  matter. 

But  what  1  am  most  anxious  to  learn  at 
present  is,  what  kind  of  a  being  God  is  1 
A  pure  spirit  he  cannot  he  ;  because,  though 


we  know  nothing  of  spirits,  and  have  neither 

language  nor  ideas  to  express  their  nature, 
yet  we  do  know,  that  they  are  not  only 
different  from,  but  so  incompatible  with, 
matter,  that  they  cannot  even  exist  in 
intimate  association  with  it.  They,  conse- 
quently, cannot  possess  any  attributes  in 
common  with  that  which  stands  in  the  ex- 
tremity of  opposition  to  them  ;  and  there- 
fore cau  have  no  intellectual  or  moral 
powers,  which  aro  attributes  of  matter. 
Besides,  if  he  were  a  pure  unmixed  spirit, 
he  could  not,  according  to  the  physiology 
which  Mr.  Dermott  has,  on  this  occasion, 
not  only  deigned  to  borrow,  but  to  borrow 
even  from  a  divine — be  the  creator  of  mat- 
ter. But  if  God  would  not  be  the  creator 
of  matter,  were  he  a  simple  uncorapounded 
spirit,  neither  could  he  he  the  creator  of 
matter,  if  matter  formed  an  essential  part 
of  his  being.  Then  matter  must  be  eter- 
nal;  and  |  the  question  wilPbe,  what  did 
this  omnipotent  creator  create?  Sleeping 
souls,  perhaps.  Then  the  soul  must  be  a 
indeed,  a  third  [genius  of  the  order  Sub- 
stance, for  the  knowledge  of  which  the 
world  is  indebted  to  the  discoveries  of  Mr. 
Dermott,  discoveries  which,  in  this  instance, 
throw  those  of  all  former  philosophers  into 
the  shade.  I  may  just  remark  that  the  good 
old  doctrine,  which  makes  God  the  soul  of 
the  world,  is  quite  inconsistent  with  his 
view  of  the  soul ;  but,  perhaps,  he  means  to 
adopt  the  modern  modification  of  that  doc- 
trine, which  is  exhibited  in  the  soophecism 
of  Persia. 

In  short,  will  Mr.  Dermott  have  the  good- 
ness  to  tell  us  hapless,  unscientific  mortals, 
how  we  may  prove  that  such  beings  as  God 
and  the  human  soul  exist ;  and,  as  far  as  bis 
discoveries  have  yet  reached,  what  sort  of 
beings  they  are  1 

Mr.  Dermott's  positions  suggest  many 
other  remarks ;  but  I  am  wearied  with 
hunting  this  profouud  nonsense,  the  very 
rarity  of  which  would  redeem  it,  and  em- 
balm it,  as  a  theme  of  laughter  to  the  world's 
end,  were  it  not  that  it  is  as  trite  as  the 
king's  highway.  When  a  man  is  suffici- 
ently idle  and  ignorant  to  busy  himself  in 
collecting  the  scattered  absurdities  of  every 
age  and  clime,  the  exploded  abortions 
of  every  for^ott»'n  system  of  human  folly, 
the  very  sooteikins  of  sciolism,  and,  packing 
them  in  a  bag  of  precious  fustian,  comes 
again  to  pour  them  over  the  pages  of  The 
L.vnck.i  ,  do,  1  beg  yon,  let  him  know  that 
he.  has  altogether  mistaken  his  publisher  ; 
that  you  cannot  waste  your  pages,  and  choke 
your  readers  with  the  "  crambe  ieiccnties  ri~ 
coct(l,  of  such  philosophers  as  tho  French  Mi- 
rabeau,  the  American  Palmer,  and  the.  English 
Carlisle,  all  cf  whom  have  treated  the  po- 
sitions maintained  by  Mr.  Dermott  in  a 
far  more  masterly  manner  than  he  has  done. 
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Indeed,  had  not  bis  speculations  found  a 
place  in  The  Lancet,  nobody  would  have 
dreamed  of  wasting  half  an  hour  in  noticing 
absurdities  with  which  the  world  has  been 
drugged,  usque  ad  nauseam,  by  the  worthies 
just  mentioned.  For  what  one  physiologi- 
cal fact  has  he  brought  forward,  or  what  one 
folly  has  he  inferred  from  his  facts,  that 
was  not  omnibus  tt  Hppis  notum  tonsoribus,  at 
least  seven  good  years  before  his  body  be^nn 
to  exercise  its  mental  functions,  or  nftorded 
t  cradle  to  a  sleeping  soul  1  In  him,  indeed, 
there  is  assuredly  something  that  is  sleep- 
ing, snoring  loudly,  and  dreaming  wildly. 
But  when  these  dreams  find  their  way  into 
so  ably  conducted  and  so  widely  circulated  a 
publication  as  yours,  they  may  prove  hurtful 
to  some  of  the  many  young  men  who,  in 
the  course  of  an  unfinished  education,  listen 
to  the  instruction  conveyed  through  the 
medium  of  Tns  Lancet,  with  a  respect  to 
which,  it  is  cheerfully  admitted,  their  ability 
has  hitherto  richly  entitled  them.  You,  as 
Editor,  occupy  a  highly  responsible  situ- 
ation. It  is  your  duty  to  guard  against  the 
admission  of  papers  which,  while  they  in- 
form the  mind,  may  pervert  the  principles, 
of  these  young  men,  and,  still  more,  toexclude 
papers  which  might  do  the  latter,  without 
the  possibility  of  doing  the  former. 

1  am  Well  aware  that  your  task  is  no  easy 
one,  though  many  people  will  think  it  is ; 
I  would  not,  therefore,  censure  Homer  very 
sternly,  though  he  would  sometimes  nod. 
You,  I  fancy,  like  other  Editors,  sometimes 
take  a  trip  to  the  seacoast;  and,  like  other 
Editors  too,  find  such  excursions  rather 
hazardous.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  j'ou 
were  purifying  yourself  from  the  "sin,  and 
leacoal  smoke  of  London,  and  getting 
braced,  for  the  winter  campaign,  by  the 
breezes  of  Hustings,  when  the  luckless  paper 
Which  has  called  forth  these  remarks,  was 
inserted. 

Physiology  is  a  science  equally  delightful 
ami  useful.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  such 
men  as  Bichat  and  Lawrence  should  have 
drawn  from  that  science  conclusions  which 
bave  no  connexion  with  physiology,  and 
Which  it  cannot  be  difficult  to  show  that 
physiology  does  not  sanction.  As,  how- 
ever, their  writings  are  in  the  hands,  and 
fitted  only  for  the  perusal,  of  scientific  men, 
the  evil  is  less.  But  when  similar  conclu- 
sions, in  grosser  forms,  ore  adopted  by  men 
who  have  nothing  of  science  but  its  parade, 
end  propagated  among  young  medical  stu- 
dents, the  mischief  becomes  serious,  and 
the  parents  and  friends  of  these  students 
will  naturallv  take  the  alarm. 

In  fine,  Mr.  Editor,  go  on  as  you  have 
begun.  Maintain  the  respectability  and 
independence  of  your  profession.  Slimu- 
late  the  energies  of  the  young.  Leave  no 
refuge  to  fools  or  knaves  among  you.  Pour 


the  light  of  day  into  the  abode*  of  Bats  a  Kb 
Owls.  Take  care  of  every  thing  relating  to 
the  sciences  which  tend  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  our  bodies,  and  leave  us  in  quiet 
possession  of  our  souls,  and  of  our  God.  If 
you  admit  papers  which  tend  to  shake  our 
belief*  in  the  existence  of  these,  I  doubt  not 
that,  from  a  sense  of  justice,  you  will  admit 
papers  in  defence  of  these  important  arti- 
cles of  faith.  But  the  discussion  of  these 
subjects  would  by  no  means  suit  your  work. 
Of  theological  controversy  we  have,  at  home, 
enough  and  to  spare.  Therefore,  after  in- 
serting  this,  as  1  take  It  for  granted  you  will 
do,  let  your  readers  hear  no  more  either  of 
the  sublime  inanities  of  G.  D.  Dermott, 
Esq.,  or  the  humbler  criticisms  of 

Your  most  obedient, 

M.  D-s. 

Belford,  12th  Dec.  1828. 
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NECESSITY  OF  THE  EMPLOYMENT  OP  THE 
STETHOSCOPE. 

By  D.  J>  Cohrioan,  M.U.,  Lecturer  on  the 
Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine  ;  one  of 
the  Physicians  of  the  Suk-Peor  lnstUntum, 
Dublin. 


u  Such,  however,  was  the  power  of  prejudice, 
that  it  is  observed,  by  Harvey,  that  no  physician, 
past  the  age  of  forty,  believed  in  hit  doctrine; 
and  that  his  practice  declined  from  the  moment  he 
puhl  isbed  this  «ver-"«Msit»r*hl«.  aiioitverv 
col  Facts.    Vol  I. 


Many  of  the  profession  still  view  with 
scepticism  the  utility  of  the  stethoscope,  in 
ascertaining  the  exact  nature  of  thoracic 
disease. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  any  general  discus- 
sion on  the  merits  of  the  instrument.  This 
is  obvious,  that  those  who  use  it  have  nut 
only  all  the  information  to  be  derived  from 
symptoms,  history  of  the  disease,  ice,  which 
its  opponents  enjoy  ;  but  that,  in  the  in- 
strument, they  have  a  medium  superadded 
through  which  to  obtain  additional  knowledge, 
and  they  are  thus  enabled  to  come  to  the 
examination  of  thoracic  disease,  as  it  were, 
with  increased  powers  of  mind.  A  single 
well-applied  fact  may  carry  conviction  where 
rensoiiing  will  not.  Among  the  cases  of 
thoracic  disease  which  have  been  under  my 
care,  one  was  so  mnch  in  point,  so  well  cal- 

•  We  insert  our  correspondent's  agreeable 
communication  with  much  pleasure ;  but  we 
cannot  discover  any  thing  in  Mr.  Dermott's 
paper  to  justify  this  inference.— Kik  L. 
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culated  to  remove  the  scepticism  above  |  sternum,  tossed  him  into  the  sir;  be  fainted, 
alluded  to,  st  the  same  time  diet  it  enforced  but  soon  recovered,  was  bled,  and  felt  no 
so  strongly  the  necessity  of  employing;  the  I  further  ill  effects. 


instrument,  that  1  should  be  culpable  were 
I  to  allow  it  to  rest  in  silence. 

Mr.  J.  D  -e,  a  builder,  (Cole's  Lane,) 

called  on  me,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  early 
part  of  June.  His  complaint  commenced 
about  four  months  before  that  period,  with 

sense  of  oppression  and  straiiness  in  his ,  ious  to  be  positive  of  the  accuracy  of  my 
chest,  succeeded  by  cough,  occasionally  con- ,  diagnosis. 


I  requested  to  see  him  again  at  the  end  of 
ten  or  twelve  days.  I  had  scarcely  a  doubt  a* 
to  the  uature  of  the  disease  *,  but  before  giv* 
ing  an  opinion  which,  in  his  apparent  state  of 
good  health,  would  have  been  so  great  a 
shock  to  his  friends  and  family,  I 


▼ulsive ;  the  cough  and  oppression  of  chest 
always  relieved  by  mucous  expectoration. 
He  might,  at  that  time,  hare  been  aelected 
as  a  man  presenting  the  very  vigour  of 
health,  finely  made,  full  in  flesh,  of  a  florid 
complexion,  and  sotire  in  his  limbs.  He  was 
daily  engaged  at  his  ordinary  business,  which 
required  much  exertion  ;  but  for  his  teas* 
ing  cough,  and  straitnessof  chest,  he  should 
not,  he  said,  hare  known  what  an  ailment 
was.  After  having  tried,  without  avail,  all 
the  usual  domestic  remedies,  he  had  re- 
course for  advice  to  several  eminent  prac- 
titioners in  the  city,  who  did  not  use  the 
stethoscope.  When  he  csme  to  me,  his 
breast  wss  covered  with  the  marks  of  re* 
cent  cupping,  and,  between  his  shoulders, 
the  back  was  bare  from  a  blister  ;  he  had 
been  repeatedly  bled.  The  obstitiacy  in 
resisting  the  exhibition  of  active  remedies 
of  what  seemed,  at  first  sight,  an  attack  of 
simple  bronchitis,  attracted  my  attention* 
Questioning  him  closely,  I  found  that  he 
occasionally  felt  pain  in  the  left  side  of  his 
neck  snd  left  arm. 

On  stripping  him,  the  first  remarkable 
appearance  that  caught  the  eye,  was  a  sin- 
gular pulsation  of  all  the  arterial  trunks 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  body.  As  his  arms 
hung  by  his  side,  the  whole  tract  of  the 
braohial  and  carotid  arteries  was  thrown  out 
in  strong  relief,  at  esch  impulse  of  the 
heart,  as  if  the  vessels,  from  having  been 
previously  comparatively  empty,  had  be- 
come suddenly  filled.  Mr.  D.  was  above 
the  middle  size,  well-formed,  and  his  cheat 
made  fully,  in  proportion.  On  percussion, 
the  thorax,  with  the  exception  of  the  part 
midway  between  the  left  mamma  and  sterno- 
clavicular articulation  of  the  same  aide, 
sounded  clear  ;  in  this  situation,  there  was 
great  dulness  of  sound.    Respiration  was 


On  the  second  visit,  his  symptoms  were 
as  before,  but  somewhat  aggravated.  On 
placing  him  sitting  opposite  a  window,  and 
looking  from  behind,  aslant  down  his  chest,* 
there  was  a  prominence,  although  very 
slight,  perceptible  above  the  left  mamma, 
where  the  sound  was  dull,  and  the  "  bruit  d$ 
soiijflet"  intense.  I  had  now  no  doubt  as 
to  the  nature  of  the  disesse,  thst  there  was 
sneurism  of  the  ascending  sorts,  snd  that 
the  termination  must  almost  inevitably  be 
fatal. 

Aa  I  am  relating  this  case  partly  to  prove 
the  absolute  necessity  of  having  recourse 
to  the  methods  of  examination  of  Aven- 
brugger  and  Laennec,  in  exploring  diseases 
of  the  chest,  I  may  pause  here  to  meet  the 
objections  of  those  whose  prejudices  may 
mske  them  disbelieve  in,  or  scoff  at,  the 
stethoscope. 

Such  persons,  in  speaking  of  this  case, 
would  bring  forward  two  objections  to  the 
instrument ;  first,  that  the  disease  could 
have  been  discovered  without  it,  therefore 
that  its  application  was  unnecessary  ;  ae* 
condly,  that  supposing  the  disease  to  hare 
been  discovered  by  the  use  of  the  instru* 
ment,  nothing  was  gained,  inasmuch  as  the 
disease  was  fatal.  To  the  first  objection, 
instead  of  going  into  lengthened  reasoning 
to  prove  that  symptoms  could  not  have 
guided  to  an  infallible  diagnosis,  I  shall 
merely  reply,  that  until  my  examination  of 
Mr.  D.,  there  was  not  the  slightest  auspi. 
cion  entertained  by  bis  medical  attendants 
of  the  nature  of  the  disease.  To  this,  per- 
haps, it  will  be  snswered,  "  The  persons 
under  whose  care  be  had  been  were  i&no- 
rant.  '  Of  those  who  were  in  attendance 
on  him  previous  to  me,  two  are  men  whose 
names,  could  I  with  propriety  mention 
them,  would  he  to  this  a  sufficient  answer  j 
pure,  save  in  the  same  place,  where,  in  its  [  they  stand  at  the  very  head  of  their  profes- 
stead,  existed  a  most  intense  "  bruit  de  touf-  ■  sion.  They  brought  to  the  investigation  of 
fUt"  accompanied  by  indistinct  pulsation,  the  case,  talent  and  experience,  and  they 
The  action  of  the  heart  was  regular.  Pulse  !  erred  ;  I  impute  not  the  least  blame  to  them ; 
about  80,  full,  equal,  the  same  in  both  arms. '  they  did  all  that  could  be  done  with  the 
He  knew  of  no  immediate  cause  to  which  to  ]  means  which  they  possessed.  One  of  them 
attribute  his  illness.  About  six  months  be- 
fore  its  commencement,  when  assisting  his 
men  in  removing  some  timber,  one  end  of 
a  long  plank,  from  the  opposite  end  of  which 


*  This  is  a  posture  snd  mode  of  observ- 
ing in  which  dilatation  of  the  forepart  of 
the  support  had  been  suddenly  pulled  away,  I  the  chest  is  most  easily  ascertained  by  the 


tue  support  nau  oeeu  suucieiuy  puueu  away,  me  < 
canted  upwards,  and,  hitching  under  his  eye. 
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I  met  more  than  once  in  consultation  on  this 
very  case.  With  a  candour  that  does  him 
honour,  he  acknowledged  to  me  that  he  had 
considered  the  cose  as  bronchitis.  To  chaige 
these  gentlemen  with  ignorance,  or  for  any 
one  to  soy  that,  with  only  the  same  means 
of  acquiring  information,  he  would  not  have 
made  the  some  mistake,  would  be,  arrogant 
presumption. 

A  trite  objection  frequently  made  to  the 
stethoscope,  and  which  those  who  put  it 
would  consider  peculiarly  applicable  to  this 
case,  is  the  second. 

Granting  that  the  particular  organic  le- 
sion were  discovered  by  the  stethoscope, 
the  disease  is  inevitably  fatal ;  what, then, is 
the  use  of  the  discovery  1  This  is  an  ob- 
jection that  should  never  come  from  the  lips 
of  a  man  of  science.  In  the  pursuit  of 
science  every  truth,  every  fact  discovered,  is 
of  value.  We  may  not,  in  every  case,  see  its 
immediate  application,  or  instant  practical 
good  result,  but  it  is  a  step  gained.  We 
know  not  how  soon  it  may  become  import- 
ant, or  whether,  although  yet  unknown  to 
us,  it  may  but  be  the  way  to  a  hitherto  un- 
explored field  of  knowledge.  It  is  only  for 
those  of  narrow  minds  to  say,  that  facts,  or 
means  of  attaining  facts,  should  he  disre- 
garded, because  there  is  not  some  imme- 
diate obvious  practical  result.  In  taking  up 
the  question  thus,  I  am,  however,  allowing 
the  opponents  of  the  stethoscope  more  than 
I  ought;  but  I  am  willing  to  give  them 
every  advantage  in  the  argument.  I  have 
supposed  the  disease  in  question  to  be  fatal 
in  every  instance.  It  is  not  so.  Some  few, 
although  few,  cases  are  known  of  recovery  ; 
and  while  there  exists  a  hope,  no  means 
should  be  left  untried.  It  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  say,  that  the  chance  for  recovery 
depends  altogether  upon  a  plan  of  treatment 
quite  opposite  to  that  for  almost  every  other 
thoracic  disease.  There  is,  then,  gained,  a 
just  and  steady  practice,  and  an  exclusion  of 
plans  of  treatment  which  would  almost  cer- 
tainly hasten  death.  Suppose,  however, 
this  particular  disease  to  be  in  every  instance 
fatal,  is  it  nothing  to  abstain  from  torturing 
a  patient  with  not  alone  inefficient,  but  po- 
sitively injurious  means'}  Is  it  nothing  to 
foretell,  and  thus  in  some  measure  take  from, 
the  approaching  calamity '?  Is  it  nothiug, 
instead  of  giving  delusive  hope,  to  prepare 
the  individual  himself  for  his  lost  great 
change,  and  that,  in  all  probability,  to  be 
sudden  ?  Are  all  these  raatteis  of  little  con- 
sideration  1  I J  ad  this  patient,  whose  case  I 
am  recordiug,  died  (in  making  some  exer- 
tion) from  a  rupture  of  the  sac,  which  was 
most  likely  to  happen,  say  but  twelve  hours 
previous  to  the  examination  with  the  ste- 
thoscope, should  we  uothuve  had  this  added 
to  the  number  on  record  of  cases  of  in  tenia) 
aneurism  ending  in  sudden  death,  without 


its  having,  during  life,  it  would  be  asserted  > 
presented  any  symptom  by  which  to  dis- 
cover it  ? 

I  have  made  these  observations  merely 
as  they  arose  out  of  a  single  case  ;  1  might 
go  much  further,  but  this  is  not  the  place.  I 
shall  now  resume  the  details. 

Pain,  which  had  at  first  been  trifling,  in- 
creased in  degree,  occupying  the  left  Bide  of  t 
the  chest,  shooting  out  through  the  left  sca- 
pula, extending  down  the  arm  and  up  the 
side  of  the  neck,  sometimes  encircling  the 
throat.  The  nights  were  restless,  disturbed 
by  harassing  cough,  followed  by  raucous 
expectoration.  The  prominence  above  the 
left  mamma  increased,  although  very  slowly, 
in  projection,  and  the  finger  pressed  on  it 
detected  the  '*  bruissement"  described  by 
Corvisart  as  a  symptom  of  aneurism  of  the 
ascending  aorta.  There  was  net,  however, 
st  any  period,  the  "  sttflement"  in  the 
breathing,  mentioned  by  the  same  author,  as 
accompanying  the  disesse.  Vasalva's  treat- 
ment was  the  only  one  that  held  out  any 
prospect  of  relief.  It  was  pot  in  practice. 
Rest,  abstineuce,  frequent  bleedings,  with 
the  exhibition  of  digitalis,  were  employed. 
Digitalis  was  pushed  to  the  extent  of  forty 
drops  three  times  a  day,  with  very  little  be- 
nefit. On  many  occasions  the  sufferings 
were  often  more  distressing  on  a  night  suc- 
ceeding the  bleeding,  than  on  any  other.  The 
digitalis  atone  time  brought  the  pulse  down 
to  48,  but  otherwise  gave  no  relief.  The 
pulse  very  soon  rose  again.  The  blood 
drawn  was  buffed  and  cupped,  in  every  in- 
stance, with  a  firm  coagulum.  From  the 
middle  of  June,  to  the  26th  of  August,  when 
death  took  place,  three  symptoms  were 
invariably  present ;  remarkable  pulsation  of 
all  the  arteries  of  the  superior  extremities; 
loud  "  bruit  de  soufflet"  in  the  ascending  aorta 
and  trunks  branching  from  it  ;  "  j'remisu- 
ment "  accompanying.  It  would  not  be  in- 
structive to  follow  up  minutely  this  melan- 
choly case.  The  pains  shooting  about  the 
neck,  chest,  and  scapula;,  were  sometimes 
most  agonisiug.  Leeches  occasionally  gave 
relief.  Belladonna  liniment,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  half  an  ounce  of  the  extract  to  two 
ounces  of  water,  sometimes  afforded  ease. 
This  failed  :  then  a  plaster  of  extract,  bel- 
ladonna?, entp.  ammoniaci,  and  powdered 
opium,  applied,  after  leeches,  to  the  pained 
parts,  alleviated  the  sufferings,  but  at  last 
all  failed.  Towards  the  termination,  the 
pains  became  so  torturing  as  sometimes  to 
deprive  the  patient  of  reason,  and  sense  of 
lioriible  suffocation  frequently  came  on  at 
night,  niuking  him  bound  suddenly  from 
bed,  and  fly  to  the  open  window  for  breath. 
Two  days  before  death,  the  l'eet  were  o?de- 
mntous  ;  pulse  weak  ;  skin  of  the  entire 
body  of  varying  shades  of  purple.  Mucous 
aud  bloody  stools  were  passed,  and  at 
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length,  without  any  expectoration  of  blood, 
death  by  suffocation  closed  the  scene. 

1  examined  tbe  body  24  hours  after  death, 
in  the  presence  of  Doctors  Harkan,  Fergu- 
son, Higgins,  surgeons  Adrien  and  Peebles. 
The  abdominal  rise  era  were  sound ;  liver 
gorged  with  blood.   The  lungs  were  also 
gorged,  but  pervious  through  their  whole 
extent,  and  perfectly  sound  in  texture. 
Slight  effusion   in    the   pleura? ;  three 
or  four  ounces  of  blood-coloured  sernm  in 
tbe  pericardium.   The  heart  was  somewhat 
enlarged.   The  aorta,  from  its  origin  to  its 
arch,  was  dilated  to  die  size,  at  least,  of  a 
pint  measure ;  from  the  arch  the  vessel  was 
of  natural  size.   There  were  two  or  three 
trifling  cartilaginous  deposits  upon  the  de- 
scending aorta.   The  arteria  innominata, 
carotid,  and  subclavian  arteries,  were  of 
natural  size,  and  sprang  from  the  termina- 
tion of  the  sac.   The  aneurism  was  in  front, 
attached  to  the  sternum,  (on  which  tliere 
were  marks  of  commencing  absorption,)  and 
to  the  cartilages  of  the  three  superior  ribs. 
Behind  it  compressed,  between  it  and  the 
trachea,  the  pulmonary  artery,  which  was, 
in  consequence,  dilated  at  its  origin.  The 
cavity  of  the  sac  was  tilled  with  blood,  coagu- 
lated after  death.    No  appearance  whatever 
of  an  attempt  at  coagulation  during  life. 
From  the  formation  of  the  aneurism,  this, 
indeed,  could  scarcely  have  been  expected. 
The  dilatation  of  the  vessel  was  nearly  equal 
all  round,  a  little  greater  in  front.    It  was 
not  at  all,  however,  in  the  form  of  a  pouch 
on  the  side  of  the  vessel.    It  presented,  in 
the  most  satisfactory  manner,  all  the  cha- 
racters of  true  aneurism.   It  was  equally  di- 
lated, thin,  smooth  on  its  internal 
surface,  and  the  fibrous  tunic  could  be  dis- 
tinctly traced  over  the  entire  sac.  It  showed 
distinctly  the  error  of  Scarpa's  assertion  of 
the  non-existence  of  true  aneurism.  The 
walls  of  the  dilated  vessel  were  so  slender, 
that  it  was  a  wonder  rupture  had  not  taken 
place.  The  tumour,  by  its  bulk,  had  caused 
death,  by  pressing  on  the  pulmonary  artery, 
and  thus  impeding  the  circulation  through 
the  lungs.    The  exit  of  the  blood  from  the 
right  ventricle  was  obstructed  ;  the  return 
of  blood  in  due  quantity,  from  the  general 
circulation  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart, 
prevented.    Venous  congestion  over  the  en- 
tire system,  even  in  the  lungs,  was  the 
effect.    The  subcutaneous  effusion,  effu- 
sion into  the  cavities,  mucous  and  bloody 
stools,  were  the  efforts  of  the  system  to  re- 
lieve itself  from  this  congestion.  From  the  ob- 
structed pulmonary  circulation,  imperfectly 
arterialized  blood  was  distributed  through 
the  body.    The  brain  suffered  in  its  func- 
tions ;  hence  constant  dreaming,  and  very 
frequently  delirium,  occurred,  particularly 
after  sleep,  when  volition  could  not  he  ex- 
erted  to  assist  by  change  of  posture  the  re- 


spiration and  circulation.  At  length  suffo- 
cation put  an  end  to  a  miserable  existence. 

Laennec  reckons  aneurism  of  the  aorta 
one  of  three  thoracic  affections,  which  still 
remain  in  obscurity,  notwithstanding  the 
application  of  the  stethoscope. 

It  is  singular,  that  among  the  symptoms 
given  by  Corvisart  and  L&ennec,  there  is  no 
mention  of  the  visible  pulsation  of  the  arte- 
ries of  the  upper  extremities,  so  remarkable 
in  this  case.  Three  cases  of  aneurism  of 
the  ascending  aorta,  or  its  arch,  are  in  my 
recollection;  in  each  of  them  this  was  a 
prominent  symptom.  Aneurism  of  the 
aorta  is  not  a  common  disease.  I  can 
scarcely,  therefore,  suppose  that  this  symp- 
tom should  have  existed  in  all  the  cases 
that  occurred  to  me,  yet  not  in  any  of  those 
that  came  before  Corvisart  or  Laennec,  and 
I  am  forced  to  think  that  it  must  have 
escaped  their  notice.  It  will  be  found,  I 
believe,  a  valuable  pathognomonic  sign  of 
the  disease.  This  peculiar  appearance  of 
the  arteries  is  noticed,  for  the  first  time  that 
I  am  aware  of,  by  the  relater  of  a  case  of 
aneurism  of  the  aorta,  in  Dr.  Macleod's 
Journal,  vol.  ii.  He  cites  it  triumphantly, 
as  a  proof  of  the  muscularity  of  arteries. 
To  this  we  shall  return. 

Without  having  recourse  to  the  assump- 
tion of  a  power  of  very  problematical  exist- 
ence in  the  arterial  tunic,  to  aay  the  least, 
a  simple  law  in  hydrostatics  will  afford  us  a 
solution  of  the  phenomenon. 

Suppose  an  aneurism  of  the  arch  of  the 
aorta;  the  pressure  of  the  fluid  on  its  inter- 
nal surface  will  be  as  the  area  of  the  sur- 
face. The  walls  of  the  sac  are  not  at  all 
strong,  in  proportion  to  their  extent.  The 
same  degree  of  strength  that  enables  an 
artery,  through  its  small  diameter,  to  resist 
a  distending  force,  is  far  from  being  suffi- 
cient for  the  sides  of  a  cavity  capable  of 
containing  a  piut.  The  organic  contrac- 
tility of  the  arterial  trunks,  arising  from  the 
sac  (or  immediately  by  it)  pressing  the  mass 
of  fluid  through  the  sides  of  the  sac,  and  the 
mere  hydrostatic  pressure  of  the  column  of 
blood  in  the  carotid,  making,  on  the  sides  of 
the  sac,  a  pressure,  increasing,  as  their  area, 
will  cause  a  yielding  in  its  sides,  which 
does  not  take  place  iu  any  other  part  of  the 
arterial  apparatus.  Hence  the  arterial 
branches,  the  subclavian,  brachial,  &c,  will, 
from  this  disproportion  iu  the  resistance, 
become,  in  some  degree,  emptied  of  their 
contained  blood,  by  pouring  it  back  on  the 
cavity  of  the  aneurism,  after  each  systole  of 
the  heart.  If  the  carotid  have  the  area  of 
on  eighth  of  an  inch,  and  contain  half  an 
ounce  of  blood,  it  produces  a  pressure  of 
half  an  ounce  upon  every  eighth  of  nu  inch 
over  the  interior  of  the  sac.  If  the  inter- 
nal surfaco  of  the  sac  present  an  area  one 
hundred  or  two  hundred  times  greater  than 


Digitized  by  Google 


590 


ANEURISM  OF  THE  AORTA. 


that  of  the  base  -of  the  carotid,  the  pressure 

on  the  sides  of  the  sac  will  increase  in  the 
same  proportion. 

The  distending  power  exerted  by  the 
column  of  blood  in  the  carotid,  on  the  sides 
of  the  sac,  is  permanent;  and  it  may  be 
said  the  sac  will,  therefore,  be  kept  oon- 
stsntly  at  its  full  stretch,  and  cannot  dilate 
and  contract,  which  would  be  necessary,  in 
order  to  cause  the  phenomenon  described. 
Such  would  be  the  case ;  but  there  is 
another  distending  power,  which  is  only 
momentary  in  its  operation,  namely,  that 
arising  from  the  organic  contractility  of  the 
arterial  trunks,  which  converts  the  sac  into 
a  bag,  alternately  dilating  am)  contracting, 
in  the  following  manner. 

The  blow  of  the  left  ventricle  is  quick, 
sending  forward  a  certain  quantity  of  blood. 
The  sac  cannot  follow,  pari  ptutu,  in  its 
dilatation  the  quickness  of  the  impulse. 
Hence  the  overplus  of  blood  received  so 
suddenly  is  sent  forward,  or,  what  is  the 
same,  sends  forward  a  corresponding  quan- 
tity into  the  arterial  trunks.  They  are  dis- 
tended to  their  full  calibre,  as  in  the  healthy 
arterial  apparatus.  This,  however,  is  only 
momentary.  Immediately  the  overplus  has 
been  sent  into  them,  they,  by  their  organic 
contractility  or  elasticity,  re-act  on  it,  and 
throw  it  on  the  sides  of  the  sac,  producing 
a  dilatation  of  the  sac  equal  to  what  would 
be  produced  by  the  pressure  of  a  column  of 
blood  of  a  certain  height ;  sad  pouring  back, 
of  course,  at  the  same  moment,  on  the 
cavity  of  the  aneurism,  a  proportion  of  the 
blood  received  j  thus  producing  in  them- 
selves a  comparative  emptiness,  which 
could  not  occur  in  an  arterial  apparatus,  to 
which  such  a  reservoir  was  not  appended. 
This  pressure  csn  only  be  exerted  on  the 
sides  of  the  sac,  as  long  as  the  overplus  of 
hlood  remains ;  but  the  capillaries  are  open 
to  receive  it.  It  passes  silently  along  into 
them.  The  sac  resumes  its  original  dimen- 
sions partly  by  its  own  elasticity,  and  partly 
by  the  elasticity  of  surrounding  parts,  ss 
the  lungs,  6cc,  compressed  with'it.  The  arte* 
ries,  which  have  thus  become  comparatively 
emptied,  and  the  sac  which  bad  resumed  its 
original  dimensions,  are  then  as  before  the 
action  of  the  ventricle ;  the  next  blow  of 
the  heart  rilling  again,  for  the  moment,  the 
semi-distended  vessels,  produces  the  phe- 
nomenon described. 

What  takes  place  in  injecting  a  subject 
for  the  dissecting  table,  supports  the  expla- 
nation offered.  The  arteries  are  empty,  and, 
of  course,  not  at  their  full  calibre,  as  in  the 
living  body.  If  the  eye  be  kept  on  the  situ- 
ation of  even  comparatively  minute  branches 
at  the  moment  when  the  injection  is  sent  in, 
these  vessels  are  seen  thrown  out  in  strong 
relief,  presenting  precisely  the  same  ap- 
pearance which  the  larger  trunks  preaent 


in  a  case  of  aneurism.    The  arteries  in 

the  dead  tody* present  it  in  a  mere  marked 
degree,  because  they  had  been  more  emptied. 
None  wiU  say  that  muscularity  is  the  cause 
of  this  sudden  jerking  out  of  the  vessels,  at 
the  moment  of  injection,  in  the  dead  body  ; 
as  little  reason  is  there  to  assert  that  to 
such  s  cause  is  it  attributable  in  the  living, 

it  may  be  asked  why  (if  the  explanation 
offered  here  be  correct)  was  there  not  pul- 
sation of  the  arteries  of  the  lower  extremi- 
ties i  The  pressure  of  a  column  of  blood, 
such  as  that  in  the  descending  aorta,  even 
io  a  lying  posture,  is  always  sufficient  to 
keep  its  branches  tally  distended  i  not  SO  in 
the  upper  half  of  the  body,  where,  through 
the  entire  of  some  of  the  trunks,  and  a  por^ 
tion  of  others,  the  force  of  gravity  and  of 
pressure  is  in  constant  opposition  to  the 
current  of  the  blood. 

Whether  this  singular  pulsation  of  the 
arteries  be  a  constant  accompaniment  of 
aneurism  of  the  ascending  aorta,  it  wiU  re- 
main for  further  observation  to  ascertain.; 
but  from  what  I  have  seen,  were  a  patient 
to  be  presented  to  me  with  this  symptom, 
with  constant  "  bruit  de  souffist,"  and 
"frtmiisement  catair*"  in  the  larger  trunks,  I 
would  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  on  the  ease. 

Were  the  aueurism  false,  with  very  thick 
parietee,  half  filled  with  coegelum,  or  in  a 
situation  where  the  surrounding  parts  might 
afford  firm  support,  the  symptom  would  be 
leas  marked ;  but  false  aueurism  of  the 
aorta  within  the  chest  is  of  very  rare  occur- 
rence ;  and  from  the  proximity  to  the  heart, 
coagulation  to  any  extent,  unless  under  very 
active  treatment,  is  not  likely  to  take  place. 
From  the  relative  anatomy  of  the  aorta, 
firm  support  cannot  be  afforded.  The  value 
of  die  symptom  is.  therefore,  considerably 
increased  by  the  absence  of  causes  which 
might  obscure  it. 

Two  phenomena,  well  known  to  the  dis- 
ciples of  I^aennec,  "  bruit  de  muffiet"  and 
"  fremtisetnent  cal*k*,"  constantly  accompany 
tlie  peculiar  pulsation  of  the  arteries.  They 
have  baffled  inquiry  as  to  their  cause.  It  hap- 
pened that  I  had  bad  many  opportunities  of 
observing  them  under  varied  circumstances. 
The  present  article  has  spun  oat  so  far,  that 
I  shall  not  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
them  here,  hut  reserve  the  result  of  my  ob- 
servations for  another  number. 

Whether  my  observations  and  opinions 
be  disproved  or  supported,  I  shall  be  equally 
satisfied.  Truth  is  the  prize  aimed  for; 
and,  in  the  contest,  there  is  at  least  this  con- 
solation, that  all  the  competitors  may  share 
equally  the  good  attained. 

11,  Upper  Ormond  Quay, 
Jan.  185*9. 

P.S.-V-I  may  observe  here,  that  the  dis- 
eased parts,  described  above,  are  in  my 
possession. 
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On  THE  BLOOD,  AND  ACTION  OF  THE  BLOOD 
VESSELS. 

By  Mr.  R.  Vines,  Demonstrator  at  tfie  Vete- 
rinary College. 

At  the  conclusion  of  my  last  communica- 
tion, "  On  the  ApueiH-ance  of  the  Blood  of 
Animals  under  Different  States  of  Excite- 
ment," •  I  stated,  that  the  lacteal  and  lym- 
phatic fluid  of  the  horse  pet  on  different  ap- 
pearances, varying  under  the  circumstances 
in  which  the  animal  was  placed,  and  that  in 
strong  and  healthy  subjects,  if  destroyed 
when  in  perfect  health,  and  moderately  ex- 
cited,  it  appeared  of  a  white  or  straw  eoloor 
in  those  parte  of  the  lymphatic  system 
which  are  situated  near  the  circumference 
and  centre  of  the  circulation ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  in  many  of  those  which  are 
destroyed,  both  when  under  great,  as  well 
as  diminished,  excitement,  it  commonly  ap- 
peared of  the  same  character  as  dark  venone 
blood  in  those  parts  of  the  lymphatic  system 
which  are  situated  nearest  the  centre  of  the 
circulation,  as  the  thoracic  duct,  and  second 
order  of  laeteals  and  lymphatics,  and  that 
this  became  evident  from  the  function  of 
digestion  being  suspended,  in  consequence  of 
severe  pain  produced  from  punctures  in  the 
feet,  open  joints,  c<c. ;  and  also  from  expo- 
sure to  n  low  degree  of  temperature  without 
food.   I  likewise  stated,  in  a  former  commu- 
nication ,-f"  that  from  these  causes  the  lym 
phatic  glands  contained  red  blood,  and  that 
on  injecting  the  arterial  system  of  the  lym- 
phatic glands,  the  injection  entered  the 
venous  system,  and  also  the  second  order 
of  lacteala  which  arose  from  the  glands, 
thereby  clearly  proving,  that  the  arterial 
system  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  like  the  ar- 
terial system  in  other  parts  of  the  body, 
terminate  in  two  orders  of  vessels,  the  first 
of  which  are  veins  conveying  red  blood ; 
and,  secondly,  in  veins  which  only  convey 
white  blood,  and  which  are  usually  termed 
the  laeteals  and  lymphatic  vessels.  .The 
lymphatic  glands  may,  therefore,  be  consi- 
dered as  forming  a  centre  point  between 
those  parts  of  the  lymphatic  system,  situated 
near  the  circumference  and  centre  of  the 
circulation,  and  their  uses  are  to  give  origin 
and  termination  to  two  orders  of  lacteal  and 
lymphatic  vessels,  thoso  situated  nearest 
the  circumference  of  the  circulation  being 
the  first  order,  aod  those  nearest  the  centre 
the  second. 

On  further  investigaiing  this  subject,  I 
have  been  enabled  to  prove,  that  the  lacteal 
and  lymphatic  vessels  (as  they  are  usually 
termed)  are  the  minute  or  finer  parts  of  the 


venous  system,  corresponding  to  the  minute 
and  extreme  part  of  the  arterial  system,  and 
in  whieh  only  white  blood  generally  circu- 
lates ;  and  that  when  the  function*  of  di* 
gestion  and  respiration  are  dujy  performed, 
these  vessels  absorb  the  chyle,  or  new  white 
blood,  from  the  surface  of  the  intestines, 
and  also  return  the  white  or  colourless  blood, 
from  the  minute  and  extreme  parts  of  the 
arterial  system,  and  that  they  likewise  ab- 
sorb the  fluid  deposited  in  serous  and  syno- 
vial cavities  ;  but  when  the  functions  of  di- 
gestion become  suspended,  these  vessels 
then  cease  to  absorb  chyle,  and  proceed  to 
remove  the  fat,  ficc,  in  the  various  parts  of  the 
body,  and  then,  under  these  circumstances, 
tlie  second  order  of  laeteals,  by  receiving  an 
increased  power  from  the  arterial  system  of 
the  lymphatic  glands  and  surrounding  parts, 
assume  the  same  character  as  the  veins  in 
general. 

The  arterial  system,  therefore,  in  all  cases, 
controls  the  action  of  the  venous,  or  lym- 
phatic, and  not  the  lymphatic  the  action  of 
the  arterial,  as  it  has  been  generally  sup- 

T  k  / \C  t  k  *  1  4V»  «■  I  .  _ 
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•  The  Lancet,  No.  27s?,  p,  401, 
t  The  Lancet,  No.  157,  p.  7*4. 


posed,  for  when  the  action  of  the  whoL 
arterial  system  becomes  increased  on  any 
separate  part,  the  action  of  the  venous,  or 
lymphatic  system,  becomes  increased  also. 
And,  again,  when  the  action  of  the  arte- 
rial system  becomes  diminished,  in  any 
separate  part,  the  action  of  the  lymphatic 
system  becomes  diminished  likewise.  \ 
therefore  consider  the  vessels  by  which  the 
body  is  supported  to  be  only  of  two  orders, 
viz.,  arteries  and  veins,  the  arteries  per- 
forming the  function  of  numerous  deposi- 
tions,  and  the  veins  that  of  numerous  ab- 
sorptions ;  thus  the  laeteals  absorb  chyle, 
or  new  white  blood,  from  the  intestines, 
which,  in  circulating  through  the  lungs, 
and  by  combining  with  atmospheric  air, 
through  the  medium  of  tlie  pulmonary  veins, 
becomes  converted  into  red  blood  ;  and  the 
veins  which  convey  red  blood,  as  well  as 
those  conveying  the  white,  (which  are  also 
termed  the  laeteals  and  1  ympbatic  vessels  ) 
when  the  function  of  digestion  is  suspend- 
ed, absorb  different  parts  of  the  body  ;  tin's 
U  evideutly  the  case,  as  the  laeteals  and 
lymphatics,  under  these  causes  of  increased 
absorption,  are  found  to  assume  the  same 
character  as  the  veins. 

As  regards  the  blood,  I  am  now  induced 
to  consider  it  to  be  a  peculiar  vital  fluid,  and 
varying  its  colour  in  animals,  likewise  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body  of  the  same  animal ; 
that  the  red  celour  is  not  produced  from 
colouring  matter  infused  in  the  form  of 
globules,  as  is  commonly  supposed,  but  that 
»t  is  a  certain  effect  produced  on  the  whole 
mass  of  blood,  while  circulating  through  the 
luugs,  in  consequence  of  its  combining 
largely  with  atmospheric  air,  and  which,  in 
combination  with  the  chyle,  is  the  true 
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source  of  (he  arterial  blood,  and  this,  when 
circulating  through  the  body,  assumes  dif- 
ferent colours,  varying  according  to  its  de- 
grees of  vitality  ;  m  the  strong  ports  it  ap- 
pears red,  from  possessing  a  high  degree  of 
vital  power,  but  in  the  weak,  or  finer  parts, 
it  is  white,  from  possessing  less  vitality. 
When  the  red  blood  enters  the  minute  ves- 
sels, which  commonly  only  convey  white, 
or  colourless  blood,  as  is  found  to  be  the  case 
under  various  circumstances  of  increased 
excitement,  cither  in  the  whole  or  any  se- 
parate part  of  the  body  ;  that  then  it  is  not 
in  consequence  of  the  coats  of  the  vessels 
becoming  dilated  from  debility,  so  as  to 
allow  the  red  globules  to  pass,  but  from  the 
red  blood  being  of  a  higher  stimulating  qua- 
lity tlmn  the  white,  and,  consequently,  pro- 
ducing a  more  powerful  effect  on  the  ves- 
sels, and  this  is  to  be  seen  in  those  cases 
where  the  lacteals  and  lymphatics  (as  they 
are  usually  termed)  become  considerably  in- 
creased in  size,  and  assume  the  same  cha- 
racter as  the  veins.    The  blood,  its  vessels, 
and  the  body,  therefore,  act  and  re-act  on 
each  other  hy  means  of  the  excitants  which 
support  life,  and  when  these  are  duly  ap- 
plied, the  vital  power  of  the  blood,  ils  ves- 
sels, and  the  body,  become  increased  ;  but 
if  gradually  withdrawn,  or  carried  to  too 
great  an  excess,  then  the  Vital  power  of  the 
blood,  its  vessels,  and  the  body,  will  gra- 
dually become  diminished  ;  organic  disease, 
or  debility,  may  therefore  tuke  place,  either 
from  the  causes  which  support  the  functions 
being  gradually  withdrawn,  or  carried  to 
too  great  an  excess ;  the  former  may  be 
termed  debility  from  diminished  excite- 
ment, commonly  met  with  in  the  autumn 
and  winter,  in  animals  exposed  to  wet  and 
cold,  and  allowed  only  a  small  quantity  of 
food  ;  and  the  latter  debility  from  too  great 
excitement,  frequent  in  spring  and  summer, 
in  auimals,  when  exposed  to  a  higher  degree 
of  temperature,  and  made  to  undergo  vio- 
lent, or  long-continued,  exertion.  Then, 
under  these  circumstances,  as  I  have  pre- 
viously stated,  (see  The  Lancet,  No.  272, 
p.  401,)  the  colour  and  coagulating  pro- 
perty of  both  the  veuous  and  arterial  blood 
will  gradually  diminish,  and  this  will  be 
found  to  be  the  case  by  examiuing  the  state 
of  it  both  at  the  circumference  and  near  the 
centre  of  the  circulation,  and  it  also  gra- 
dually diminishes  in  quantity  as  well  as  in 
quality. 

The  blood,  its  vessels,  and  the  body  also, 
possess  different  degrees  of  excitement, 
varying  according  to  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  animal  is  placed,  as  the 
state  of  moderate,  great,  and  diminished  excite- 
ment, the  power  which  the  living  body 
possesses  of  receiving  impressions  from  the 
objects  by  which  it  is  surrounded,  is  com- 
monly termed  its  life. 


Life,  then,  or  this  power  of  the  body,  has 
been  termed,  by  Dr.  John  Brown,  excita- 
bility, and  by  others,  irritability,  or  vital 
principle  ;  this  vital  principle  of  the  body 
may  be  considered  to  be  imparted  to  it  by 
the  blood,  which  derives  its  excitability,  or 
vital  principle,  by  combining  largely  with 
atmospheric  air,  water,  and  either  animal  or 
vegetable  matter,  the  former  through  the 
function  of  respiration,  and  the  latter  those 
of  digestion;  from  this  it  appears,  that  the 
living  body  is  continually  deriving  its  exci- 
tability, or  vital  principle,  from  objects 
which  surround  it,  and  these,  by  entering 
into  combination  with  the  fluids  of  living 
animal  or  vegetable  bodies,  thereby  become 
living  matter  in  a  fluid  form,  termed  sap,  or 
blood ;  animal  life  consequently  becomes 
vegetable  life,  and  this,  again,  in  return, 
becomes  animal;  first  in  the  state  of  a  fluid, 
but  which  afterwards  assumes  solid  forms. 
The  excitability,  or  power,  which  the  living 
body  possesses  of  receiving  impressions, 
varies  in  different  animals,  as  well  as  sepa- 
rate parts  of  the  body  of  the  same  animal ; 
it  likewise  varies  according  to  the  season  of 
the  year,  for  in  the  spring  and  summer  the 
excitement  is  quicker  and  stronger,  while 
in  the  autumn  and  winter  it  is  slower  and 
weaker,  and  this  is  constantly  seen  in  the 
inflammatory  diseases  of  the  horse,  which 
vary  in  degree  according  to  the  season. 

The  excitement  also  varies  at  different 
periods  of  life ;  in  the  early  stages  it  is  quick 
and  weak,  and  the  blood  will  be  found  to 
coagulate  feebly,  in  consequeuce  of  contain- 
ing only  a  small  portion  of  animal  matter  ; 
but  in  more  advanced,  and  in  the  middle, 
stages,  and  as  the  animal  increaaes  iu 
strength,  the  excitement  becomes  more 
powerful,  and  the  blood  will  then  coagulate 
quicker  and  firmer,  from  containing  a  much 
larger  portion  ;  but  in  the  furtber  advanced 
periods,  aud  in  old  age,  the  excitement  will 
be  slower  and  weaker,  and  the  coagulation 
of  the  blood  will  be  in  a  corresponding 
state. 

Royal  Veterinary  College, 
Dec.  17,  1328. 


— — 


ROYAL  UNIVERSAL  INFIRM  AnY  FOR 


C  IlILDKl  X. 


On  Friday  the  50th  ult.  the  election  of  a 
Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Universal  Infirmary 
for  Children,  Waterloo- Koad,  took  place  at 
the  Institution,  when  Edward  Doubleday, 
Esq.,  Ulackfrinrs'-Road,  was  elected  into 
the  office,  bv  a  majority  of  184. 

State  of  the  poll  at  the  conclusion  of  the 

day, 

For  Mr.  Doubleday   362 

Mr.  Kent   178 
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opposed  Mr.  Abbrnsthy,  hare  been  gain- 
ed, whatever  may  be  the  feelings  of  that 
gentleman  towards  this  Journal,  all  hostility 

on  our  part  is  at  an  end.    We  maintained 

London  t  Salurdaii.  February  7,  1829.  •    .  i  •    •  e      •*  •  i » 

«        ,  «         ^jH-m-rj,   ,  against  him,  in  a  court  of  equity,  our  right  to 

We  shall  next  week  present  our  readers  with  publish  the  Lectures  which  he  delivered  in 
a  report  of  the  Introductory  Lecture  delivered  the  capacity  of  a  public  teacher,  and  we 
at  Su  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Law-  maintained  that  right  successfully.  We 
rencb,  who  has  been  appointed,  on  the  re-  denounced  his  attempt  to  sacrifice  the  in- 
crement of  Mr.  Abernetiiy,  Lecturer  onjterests  of  a  public  charitable  Institution  to 
Surgery  at  that  Institution.  The  lecture  is  j  his  private  emolument,  and  to  render  an 
characterised  by  the  ability  which  distin-  j  office,  which  should  be  conferred  only  on 


guishf  s  all  the  productions  of  the  eminent 
individual  who  delivered  it ;  and  there  are 


superior  surgical  talent,  transmissible  in  his 
family,  even  as  Sir  Astlev  Cooi'ER  has 


parts  of  it  which,  bearing,  as  they  do,  on  j  contrived,  by  the  aid  of  a  corrupt  system, 


the  general  interests  of  the  profession,  and 
on  the  all-important  question  of  surgical 
reform,  merit  the  especial  attention  of  our 
readers.  Mr.  Lawrence  has  now  attained 
the  station  which  his  great  talents  preemi- 
nently entitle  him  to  occupy ;  and  the  duty 
of  communicating  surgical  instruction  to 
the  first  medical  school  in  this  country  has 
been  appropriately  confided  to  the  ablest  and 
most  enlightened  surgeon  of  the  day.  Of 
his  predecessor  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr. 
Lawrence  spoke  in  terms  certainly  not  less 
honourable  to  the  pupil  than  to  the  object 
of  commendation,  and  such  as,  whatever 
grounds  for  dissatisfaction  at  the  conduct  of 
the  late  Lecturer  Mr.  Lawrence  may  for- 
merly have  felt  to  have  existed,  or  whatever 
may  have  been  Mr.  Auernetijy's  errors  in 


to  get  the  whole  surgical  patronage  of  the 
Borough  hospitals  distributed  among  his 
nephews  and  connexions.  Here,  again,  the 
efforts  of  this  Journal  have  been  successful ; 
for  had  we  not  denounced  this  attempt,  the 
Professor's  Chair  at  St.  Bortholomew's 
Hospital,  instead  of  being  filled  by  Mr. 
Lawrence,  would,  probably,  have  been 
occupied  by  some  obsequious,  perhaps  in- 
competent, creature  of  the  late  Lecturer, 
content  to  hold  the  office  as  a  locum  tenens 
for  Mr.  Abernetuy's  infant  son. 

Such  were  the  public  grounds  on  which 
we  opposed  Mr.  Adernkthy,  and  such 
have  been  the  fruits  of  our  opposition.  If, 
in  the  course  of  the  conflict,  we  have  some- 
times resorted  to  arguments  or  expressions 
which  the  friends  of  the  late  Lecturer  may 


his  official  capacity,  cau  hardly  be  said  to  j  have  deemed  too  strong,  or  too  unsparing, 
be  inconsistently  or  extravagantly  applied  considering  the  talents,  the  reputation,  and 


to  a  man  of  considerable  celebrity,  and  of 
unquestionable  talent.  As  Mr.  Aberxe- 
thy's  professional  life,  or,  at  any  rate,  the 
official  part  of  it,  may  now  be  considered  as 
terminated,  we,  too,  may  perhaps  be  per- 
mitted to  speak  of  him  sine  studio  vel  ird, 
without  the  partiality  of  panegyrists  on  the 
one  hand,  or  the  resentment  with  which 
the  conflicts  in  which  we  have  been  en- 
gaged with  him  may  be  supposed  to  have 
inspired  us  on  the  other.  Now  that  the 
public  objects,  for  the  sake  of  which  we 
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the  age  of  our  opponent,  it  is  to  be  recol- 
lected that  we  had  to  contend  with  a  dis- 
ease in  which  mild  remedies  would  have 
been  wholly  inefficacious.  The  bond  trans- 
action— the  family  job,  which  was  to  con- 
sign  the  instruction  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  future  surgeons  of  England  to  the  infant 
son  of  the  late  lecturer,  to  one  who  would 
inherit  the  name  of  Abernethy,  but  no 
portion  of  his  experience,  and  perhaps  not  a 
particle  of  his  talent — these  were  symptoms 
indicating  a  corrupt  state  of  the  system, 
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which  called  for  the  exhibition  of  the  most 
energetic  remedies.  The  event  has  justi- 
fied the  employment  of  such  remedies  ;  the 
disease  has  been  eradicated,  and  we  are  as 
ready  to  bear  testimony  to  the  merits,  as 
we  hare  been,  on  former  occasions,  to  ani- 
madvert on  the  errors,  of  the  late  Lecturer. 

It  is  unnecessary  foT  ns  to  express  our 
concurrence  in  the  admirable  observations 
of  Mr.  Lawrence,  on  the  intimate  con- 
nexion between  the  two  departments  of  the 
healing  art,  which  have  been  absurdly  sepa- 
rated in  practice,  and  on  the  identity  of  the 
principles  by  which  the  treatment  of  exter- 
nal and  internal  diseases  must  be  regulated, 
because  this  is  a  doctrine  which  must  be 
sufficiently  familiar  to  the  readers  of  this 
Journal.  Mr.  Abstrwbthy  has,  undoubt- 
edly, done  much  towards  elevating  the 
character  of  surgical  practice  in  this  coun 
fry,  by  directing  the  attention  of  surgeons 
to  the  constitutional  causes  of  diseases,  for 
which,  as  the  symptoms  were  external, 
topical  remedies  were  all,  or  nearly  all,  that 
were  supposed  to  be  required  in  their  treat- 
ment. He  has,  indeed,  pushed  his  theory 
too  for,  by  malting  the  digestive  organs  re- 
sponsible for  almost  all  the  external  dis- 
eases that  affect  the  human  body.  De- 
rangement of  the  digestive  organs  is,  no 
doubt,  frequently  the  fans  mali ;  but  Mr. 
Abkrnethy  has  dealt  with  nosology  as  the 
Roman  tyrant  wished  to  deal  with  his  sub- 
jects—he  has  referred  all  disease  to  one 


quently  the  primary  cause  of  local  disease, 
is  also  not  unfrequently  the  effect  of  such 
disease,  and  is  often  a  symptom  by  no 
means  calling  for  the  exclusive  attention  of 
the  practitioner.   Mr.  Abbrnethy's  doc- 
trines, however,  have  certainly  led  surgeons, 
generally,  to  pay  an  increased  degree  of  at- 
tention to  the  medical  treatment  of  the  cases 
which  fall  exclusively  under  their  care,  and 
which  have  co-operated  with  other  causes  to 
create  a  decided  preference  in  the  public 
mind  for  the  advice  of  surgeons,  in  cases  of 
which  the  treatment  was  formerly  supposed 
to  belong  exclusively  to  physicians.  With 
regard  to  the  remarks  which  we  have  made 
from  time  to  time  in  this  Journal,  on  the 
Lectures  of  Mr.  Abbrnbthy,  there  is  no- 
thing Which  requires  to  be  qualified  or  re- 
tracted.  When  those  Lectures  were  the 
subject  of  litigation  between  ourselves  and 
Mr.  Abernbthy,  we  thought  them  unwor- 
thy of  his  professional  reputation,  and  we 
think  so  still.   The  truth  is,  Mr.  Aberne- 
thy,  with  all  his  talents,  was  too  indolent 
to  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  surgical 
science ;  and  his  Lectures,  as  they  were 
published  four  years  ago  in  this  Journal, 
might,  for  any  tiling  that  is  to  be  found  in 
them  as  to  the  modern  improvements,  or 
attempts  at  improvement  that  have  been 
made  in  surgery,  have  been  delivered,  as  we 
believe  they  were,  in  point  of  fact,  delivered , 
twenty  years  ago.    Mr.  Abernethv  was 
himself  conscious  of  the  defects  of  his  course 


head,  that  he  might  have  the  pleasure  of  of  Lectures,  which  he  had  never  taken  the 


cutting  it  off  with  compound  calomel,  or 
blue  pill.  Mr.  Abernethv  has  used  the 
digestive  organs  for  the  purposes  of  diag- 
nosis, as  Incontinently  as  Mr.  Purr's  morn. 


trouble  to  improve,  or  even  td  illustrate,  by 
contemporaneous  cases  occurring  at  his 
own  Hospital;  and  in  the  consciousness  of 
these  defects,  we  believe,  is  to  be  found  the 


ing  gun  in  The  Critic  was  fired  off  by  the  true  explanation  of  his  reluctance  to 


players,  who,  when  they  once  get  hold  of  a 
good  thing,  never  know  when  to  have  done 
with  it.  Some  practical  evil  may  have  re- 
sulted from  Mr.  Abbrnethy's  example  of 
referring  disease  too  indiscriminately  to 
derangement  of  the  stomach  and  other  diges- 
tive organs,  which  derangement,  if  it  be  fre- 


them  published,  with  that  minuU  fidelity 
which  he  attested  by  his  oath ;  and  the 
true  origin  of  those  proceedings  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  which,  with  the  aid  of  pecu- 
niary contributions  from  Messrs.  Brodif, 
Travers,  &c,  he  instituted  against  Tira 
Lancet. 
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The  allusions  of  Mr.  Lawrence  to  the 
absurdity  of  the  certificate  system,  as  a  test 
of  qualification  for  the  medical  profession, 
are  well  deserving  of  attention.  Mr.  Law- 
it  kmc*  is  now  a  member  of  that  body,  which 
has  long  sacrificed  the  character  and  re- 
spectability of  the  profession  to  its  private 
interests ;  and  if  his  views  of  what  was  due 
to  the  honour  and  independence  of  the  pro- 
fession were  not  unaltered,  and  unalterable, 
his  acceptance  of  a  sest  in  the  council  might 
be  regarded  as  an  inauspicious  omen  by  tbe 
friends  of  surgical  reform.  We  felt  assured, 
that  the  step  taken  by  Mr.  Lawrence  was 
dictated  by  tbe  soundest  policy,  with  a  view 
to  the  final  triumph  of  the  cause  of  surgical 
reform  j  and  that,  pledged  as  he  was  to  the 
support  of  that  cause,  as  well  by  inclination, 
and  all  the  tendencies  of  his  liberal  and  en- 
lightened understanding,  as  by  unequivocal 
voluntary  declarations  of  his  sentiments,  as 
binding  as  the  most  solemn  asseverations 
upon  an  honourable  mind, — pledged  as  he 
was,  we  soy,  by  all  these  considerations,  to 
the  support  of  the  cause  of  surgical  reform, 
the  bare  insinuation,  that  in  accepting  a  scut 
in  tho  council,  to  which  his  talents  and  ac- 
quirements pre-eminently  entitled  him,  he 
bad  deserted  that  cause,  was  an  imputation 
upon  his  honour,  to  which  we  disdained  to 
reply.  The  best  answer  to  such  an  impu- 
tation Avill  be  found  in  the  sentiments 
which  he  avowed  in  his  Introductory  Leo- 
ture  on  Monday  last,  and  in  the  fact,  that 
since  he  has  become  a  member  of  the 
council,  such  is  the  shock  which  the  system 
alluded  to  in  the  Introductory  Lecture  has 
received,  and  such  the  desire  to  avert,  by 
attempts  at  conciliation,  the  fate  which  im- 
pends over  the  surgical  oligarchy,  that  one 
Surgeon  has  actually  received  the  diploma 
of  the  College  without  llu  production  of  a  single 
certificate. 

If  further  proof  were  wanting  of  Mr. 
Lawrence's  firm  adhesion  to  the  cause  of 
surgical  reform,  and  of  his  unaltered  opi- 
nions as  to  the  general  character  of  the  body 


of  which  he  has  consented,  for  sound  rea- 
sons and  salutary  purpose,  to  become  a 
member,  it  may  be  found  in  a  letter,  written 
by  the  sapient  perpetrator  of  the  Oysterian 
oration,  and  published  iu  The  Time*  of  last 
Tuesday.  The  letter  introduces  to  public 
notice  a  proposition,  worthy  of  the  intellect 
from  which  it  emanates,  for  the  publication 
of  hospital  reports  by  hospital  surgeons 
themselves;  and  it  adverts  in  the  following 
terms  to  the  decided  opposition  which  this 
proposition  baa  received,  in  the  council, from 
Mr*  Lawrence.  The  passage  is  well  cal- 
culated to  remove  all  apprehension  from 
the  minds  of  those  friends  to  surgical  re* 
form,  who  may  have  been  so  far  misled  by 
the  insinuations  and  misrepresentations  of 
Mr.  Lawrence's  enemies,  as  to  believe  that 
any  thing  like  cordiality,  or  unity  of  feeliDg, 
on  the  question  of  medical  politics,  could 
subsist  between  him  and  the  members  of 
the  surgical  oligarchy. 

"I  subjoin  an  address  to  the  hospital 
surgeons  of  England,  and  which  I  have  not 
been  able  to  carry  into  effect,  although  1 
have  laboured  aerninst  its  sluggish  oppo- 
nents for  eight  years.  I  am,  therefore,  at 
last  compelled  to  submit  the  measure  to 
public  opinion,  under  a  hope  thst  some 
powerful  influence  may  command  its  adop- 
tion. Many  of  your  readers  will  be  startled 
to  learn  that  the  most  violent  objector  to 
those  hospital  reports,  is  the  child  and 
champion  of  surgical  demagogues.  He  ar- 
gues '  that  such  reports  would  be  of  no 
use  ; '  that  '  the  hospital  surgeons  of  Eng- 
land hate  their  own  college  too  ardently  to 
expect  any  co-operation  from  them ;'  that 
'  the  style  of  the  address  would  be  disgrace- 
ful to  tbe  College ;'  and,  lastly,  '  that  aoch 
reports  would  only  display  tbe  comparative 
mortality  in  the  different  hospitals,' — a  fact 
which  I  consider  to  be  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  public,  the  best  security 
against  unjustifiable  surgical  operations, 
and  tbe  highest  incentive  to  honourable 
competition.  I  am,  Sir,  your  obliged  ser- 
vant, "Anthony  Carlisle." 

From  the  foregoing  extract  those  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  who  have  entertained 
any  doubts  as  to  the  firmness  and  consis- 
tency of  Mr.  Lawrence,  may  judge  of  the 
state  of  feeling  which  exists  between  "  the 
child  and  champion  of  surgical  reform/'  as 
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is  styled  by  Sir  Anthony, 
and  the  oligarchy  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 
The  Oysterian  Orator  has,  unwittingly  per- 
haps, let  the  profession  into  the  secret  of  the 
distracted  condition  of  the  Council,  and 
afforded  them  the  means  of  judging  between 
the  accuracy  of  those  calumnious  reports, 
which  ascribed  to  Mr.  Lawrencb  a  basp 
dereliction  of  the  principles  he  was  pledged 
to  support,  and  of  the  information  which 
enabled  us  to  announce,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  medical  session,  that 
Mr.  Lawrence  remained  staunch  to  the 
cause,  and  that  when  the  members  of  the 
College  should  again  assemble  for  the  pur- 
pose of  petitioning  Parliament  for  a  reform 
of  abuses,  he  would  again  be  found  at  his 
post,  ready,  as  he  has  ever  been,  to  prove 
himself  the  firm  and  enlightened  advocate 
of  the  rights  and  interests  of  his  professional 


»» 


10W 


One  of  our  Correspondents  inquire 
it  hath  come  to  pass,  that  during  the  lust 
four  months,  not  the  slightest  notice  has 
been  taken  in  the  leading  articles  of  The 
Lancet,  of  the  quondam -editor  of  a  Quar- 
terly Medical  Journal,  and  subsequently  of 
certain  bundles  of  rubbish,  which  he  called 
Fasciculi ;  to  wit,  one  James  Johnstone, 
alias  Doctor  James  Joiinsox,  as  he  styles 
himself,  by  virtue  of  the  fifteen  pounds 
which  he  paid  for  an  Aberdeen  diploma, 
and  of  an  ingenious  alteration  of  the  name, 
euphunia  gratid  we  presume,  under  which 
he  may  have  formeily  practised  upon  the 
men  and  cattle  of  Carrickfergus.  The  reason 
is  precisely  that  which  mi^ht  have  been  anti- 
cipated by  those  who  were  awure  of  the  Doc- 
tor's visits  to  the  sitting  Aldermen  at  Guild- 
hall, befors  whoia  ho  presruted  himself  once 
a  fortnight,  among  vendors  of  bkckint?  and 
brewers  of  wnall  beer,  to  make  c<at'»  that  his 
Fasciculi  still  found  purchasers.  This  fact 
furnished  pregnant  evidence  of  the  mori- 
bund state  tf  the  fortnight'*  Fatciculi,  and, 


as  might  be  expected,  the  fortnight's 
culi  have,  in  point  offset,  been  dead  these 
three  months.  Since  the  death  of  the  Fas- 
ciculi, this  .miserable  scribbler  made  a  des- 
perate attempt  to  catch  a  few  stray  shillings 
from  unwary  purchasers,  by  republishing 
the  report  of  the  Trial  of  Cooper  v.  Wakley 
from  The  Times  newspaper,  occupying  thirty 
pages,  appending  to  it  eight  pages  of  his 
own  balderdash,  and  giving  to  the  mass  of 
letter-press  thus  ingeniously,  we  had  almost 
said  fraudulently,  concocted,  the  title  of  "  A 
full  Report,  &c."  The  Doctor  makes  the 
following  attempt  at  a  Latin  quotation,  by 
way  of  motto  to  this  despicable  publica- 
tion:— 


Falsus  honor  juvat,  et 
terret." 


He  makes  another  attempt,  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  his  pamphlet,  to  palm  himself  upon 
the  puhlic  as  a  person  acquainted  with  the 
Latin  language. 

"  Pudet  h«c  opprobria  nobis 
Et  potui8se  dici,  et  non  potuisse  refelli." 

We  have,  on  a  former  occasion,  admonish- 
ed  this  wretched  sciolist,  that  a  blockhead 
who  attempts  to  palm  himself  upon  the  pub- 
lic for  a  man  of  learning  plays  with  pen- 
knives, and  cannot  choose  but  lay  himself 
open  to  derision.  He  has,  in  this  last  at- 
tempt at  quotation,  -got  hold  of  the  right 
number  of  words,  but,  with  the  fatality 
which  always  attends  him,  has  so  dislo- 
cated them  as  to  convict  himself  of  igno- 
rance. The  sense,  however,  of  the  first  part 
of  the  passage  which  he  attempts  to  quote, 
might  convoy  to  the  Doctor  a  salutary 
moral  lessen.  It  would  be  well  if  he  were 
himself  awakened  by  some  feeling  of  shame 
to  a  sense  of  the  disgrace  which  his  venom- 
ous malignity ,  and  his  lamentable  igno- 
rance and  imbecility,  as  a  writer,  are  calcu- 
lated to  reflect  on  the  profession,  which  he 
has  the  effrontery  to  pretend  to  be  capable 
of  instructing. 
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If  rarity   of  occurrence   conferred  a 

proportional  degree  of  value  upon  a  caw,  ll^T".1*;  aknd  SP0D^  ljnts  subsequently 

U8ed»  "««  to  be  removed  from  the  pain  ex- 
the  next  m  order  would  indeed  be  mva-  cited  by  them ;  and  gruel  injections  substi 


Perth,  Mr.  Miller  made  an  incision  one  inch 
in  length  and  depth,  in  the  usual  site  of  the 
anus.  On  the  third  attempt  to  push  a  com- 
mon trocar  in  the  direction  of  the  rectum, 
the  meconium  flowed  through  the  canula, 
and  gave  immediate  relief  to  the  infant. 


luahle,  in  which  Dr.  ThrelfalI,of  Liverpool, 
informs  us  that  delivery  was  obstructed  by 
a  calculus  in  the  bladder,  weighing  nearly 
seven  ounces.  This  stone,  or  rock  rather, 
could  be  distinctly  perceived  obstructing 
the  progress  of  the  foetus  during  labour; 
but  in  consequence  of  no  catheter  having 
been  employed,  the  patient  having  made 
water  freely,  the  stone  was  mistaken  for 
schirrus  of  the  ovaries.  In  a  consultation, 
the  apprehenaion  of  haemorrhage  and  of 
hernia,  decided  against  the  performance  of 
an  operation  for  the  removal  of  the  ob- 
structing body.  Embryotomy,  however, 
had  ultimately  to  be  performed  ;  some  time 
after  the  woman  unexpectedly  died,  when 
the  stone  was  detected  lying  in  the  vagina. 
It  would  not,  perhaps,  be  fair  to  censure  the 
practice  pursued  in  this  case,  without  its 
details)  being  laid  more  fully  before  the 
reader ;  but  we  may  remark  that  the  writer's 
defence  for  postponing  the  use  of  instru- 
ments, and  not  having  made  a  more  accurate 
examination,  is  by  no  means  satisfactory. 
Had  the  case  been  one  of  an  ordinary  kind, 
where  delivery  was  protracted  by  natural 
causes,  procrastination  would  have  been 
justifiable ;  but  where  a  large  unyielding 
body  was  perceived  to  frustrate  the  efforts  of 
nature,  we  doubt  whether  an  earlier  instru- 
mental interference  was  not  demanded. 

To  this  case  succeeds  another  very  re- 
markable one,  of  imperforate  anus,  commu- 
nicated by  Mr.  Miller,  of  Methven,  of  which 
we  shall  present  an  abridgment. 

"  The  patient  was  a  child  of  about  a  day 
and  a  half  old,  when  Mr.  Miller  was  called 
to  its  relief.  There  was  no  vestige  of  an 
anus  whatever ;  the  meconium  passed 
through  the  urethra,  so  that  a  communi- 
cation between  the  rectum  and  the  bladder 
wus  obvious.   Assisted  by  a  friend  from 


tuted  ;  by  the  occasional  employment  of 
which,  the  wound  or  artificial  opening  per- 
formed the  functions  of  the  anus  tolerably 
well.  Contractions  now  commenced,  which 
foiling  every  means  used  to  prevent  them, 
the  wound,  we  are  told,  had  to  be  enlarged 
no  less  than  ten  times  in  eight  months.  On 
one  of  those  occasions  a  slight  haemorrhage 
occurred,  which  was  stopped  by  the  appli- 
cation of  styptics.  The  child  was  now  re- 
moved by  Mr.  Miller's  advice,  to  the  Edin- 
burgh Royal  Infirmary;  but  the  practice 
employed  here,  (sponge  tents  to  keep  the 
passage  open,)  being  abandoned  from  the 
pain  it  produced,  the  child  returned  home, 
and  took  to  eating  coal  cinders,  which 
sticking  in  the  passage,  had  to  be  frequently 
removed  by  operation.  In  one  of  these 
operations,  the  bladder  was  unavoidably 
wounded  and  a  communication  established 
between  the  bladder  and  the  rectum.  Not- 
withstanding all  this  cutting  and  hacking, 
the  urchin  throve  well  on  the  cinders,  and 
possessed  the  complete  power  of  a  sphincter, 
until  a  calculus  of  an  extraordinary  mag- 
nitude, nearly  filling  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis, 
impeded  for  awhile  his  thriving  condition. 
Mr.  Miller,  however,  by  a  successful  ap- 
plication of  mechanical  means,  such  as 
drills,  forceps,  &c.  relieved  the  little  fellow, 
(who  bore  the  operation,  we  are  told,  with 
the  fortitude  of  a  young  Spartan,)  by  re- 
moving the  calculus  in  three  pieces,  after 
an  exertion  of  three  hours.  The  entire 
Stone  was  as  large  as  a  turkey's  egg  ;  the 
analysis  of  which,  by  Dr.  Chris tison,  of 
Edinburgh,  presents  some  curious  results, 
which  are  well  worth  consulting  by  amateurs 
in  the  mineralogy  of  the  human  body." 

Our  readers,  of  course,  will  not  be  sur- 
prised to  hear,  that  this  indestructible  little 
being,  whose  vitality  resisted  all  the  efforts 
of  nature  and  art  to  extinguish  it,  is  still 
living,  and  doing  well !  To  a  young  surgeon 
wishing  to  "  flesh  his  maideu  blade"  in  living 
dissection,  such  a  patient  would  be  inva- 
luable ;  as  he  might  perform  all  the  ope- 
rations in  surgery  on  him,  without  the  least 
fear  of  The  Lancet  or  the  Coroner. 

We  next  come  to  a  case  of  an  "  aneuris- 
mal  coudition  of  the  posterior,  auricular, 
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aud  temporal  arteries,"  by  Mr.  Syme,  of 

Edinburgh.   Three  cases  only  of  this  kind 

were  known  to  the  writer :  the  first  occurred 

in  the  practice  of  Pelletan  ;  the  second,  is 

reported  in  this  Journal,  by  Mr.  YVardrop; 

and  the  third,  by  Mr.  Miclachlan,  in  the 

Glasgow  Medical  Journal.   Two  of  these 

cases  being  already  known  to  our  readers, 

it  will  be  unnecessary  to  notice  them  here  ; 

but  of  Mr.  Syme'a  we  will  proceed  to  give 

them  a  summary. 

"  In  July  last,  he  was  consulted  by  a 
Mrs.  J.,  aged  54,  for  a  tumour  over  the 
mastoid  process,  about  the  size  of  a  goose- 
berry. He  first  thought  this  tumour  en- 
cysted, but  finding  that  it  might  be  emptied 
by  pressure,  and  that  it  filled  again  when 
the  pressure  was  removed,  the  error  of  this 
opinion  became  apparent.  On  examining 
more  closely  lie  also  found  the  posterior 
auricular  artery  enlarged,  and*  pulsating 
violently;  and  that  when  pressed,  the  tu- 
mour became  flaccid.  The  patient  first 
noticed  the  disease  about  ten  years  ago, 
after  lying-in ;  its  progress,  until  of  late, 
was  gradual.  Pressure  had  been  recom- 
mended to  her,  and  was  tried,  but  without 
any  benefit.  Considering  the  disease  an 
aneurism  of  the  posterior  auris,  Mr.  Syme 
proposed  an  operation,  to  which  she  readily 
assented.  On  shaving  the  head  for  this 
purpose,  the  tumour  was  found  to  extend 
along  the  course  of  this  artery  ;  and  also  to 
have  engaged  the  posterior  and  middle 
branches  of  the  temporal  artery.  Mr.  Syme 
was  now  inclined  to  tie  the  carotid;  but  de- 
clined this  step,  on  finding  that  pressure 
on  the  auria  emptied  the  sac,  and  stopped 
the  pulsation.  He  accordingly  took  up  that 
vessel,  (which  he  found  as  large  as  the 
radial,  but  thinner  in  its  coats,)  and  applied 
a  single  silk  ligature.  During  the  subse- 
quent twenty-fcur  hours  there  was  a  slight 
haemorrhage,  and  in  a  week  a  slight  attack 
of  erysipelas.  On  examining  the  wound  on 
the  twelfth  day,  ha  found  a  small  false  aneu- 
rism at  the  bottom,  and  the  source  of  the 
bleeding;  the  whole  of  which,  along  with 
the  ligature,  was  now  removed,  when  they 
suppurated  kindly.  The  operation,  however, 
not  having  afforded  the  expected  relief,  Mr. 
Syme,  assisted  by  Mr.  Ballingal,  on  the 
29th  Oc£.  dissected  out  the  whole  tumour  ; 
and,  he  informs  us,  with  perfect  success, 
the  wound  being  now  perfectly  cicatrized, 
and  the  patient  comparatively  relieved.'' 

When  the  arterial  degeneration  can  be 


Syme,  which,  though  not  novel,  reflects  much 
credit  on  him,  is  perhaps  the  best  practice 
in  this  troublesome  disease. 


completely  inoluded  within  the  limits  of  a 
safe  operation,  the  plan  pursued  by  Mr. 


The  Hunterfan  Oration,  is  to  be  delivered 
by  Mr.  Vincent,  in  the  Theatre  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons,  ou  Saturday,  the  14th 
inst.,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Sir 
William  Blizzard  once  more  requests  that 
the  members  will  come  without  their  bata. 


- 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

lf,„,l,„    f.i, , l»   1  oao 
jtivnuay ,  xevriusry  low, 

-  1  ■ 

Dr.  Sheahmaw  in  the  Chair. 

Arrsn  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting 
had  beeu  read, 

Dr.  Cluttkbhick  rose  and  said,  he  was 
desirous  of  bringing  a  subject  of  consider- 
able importance  before  the  Society,— the 
publication  of  its  minutes  in  the  weekly 
Medical  Journals.  He  did  not  allude  to  the 
reports  which  appeared  in  any  periodical  in 
particular,  nor  to  any  rece%t  occasion,  but  to 
their  publication  iu  Thb  Lancet,  and  all 
other  works,  and  to  the  regular  habit  which 
it  had  become.    He  now  rose  to  state  his 
opinion,  that  the  practice  was  open  to  many, 
and  very  weighty,  objections*  The  Society 
was  considerably  injured  by  it,  and  it  ought 
not  to  be  allowed.    These  were  private  and 
confidential  meetings,  different,  altogether, 
from  those  of  a  public  body  ;  and  he  con- 
sidered it  was  extremely  unjustifiable  that 
the   conversations  of  private  gentlemen 
should  be  taken  down  by  Reporters,  and 
published  to  the  world  at  large.  He  thought 
that  the  late  President  had  given  a  license 
to  the  practice,  which  was  hardly  warranted 
by  the  laws  or  objects  of  the  Society.  It 
was  customary  for  many  gentlemen  to  attend 
there,  and  state  the  cases  which  their  pa- 
tients afforded  them,  which  they  did  not 
wish  the  world  at  large  to  know.    If  they 
stated  many  things  which  were  creditable  to 
them,  they  were  bo  candid,  also,  as  to  con- 
fess their  errors,  aud  he  (Dr.  Clutterbuck) 
did  not  think  it  was  right  that  this  confiden- 
tial intercourse  should  be  made  public ;  he 
considered  this  to  be  a  widely  different  case 
from  that  of  hospital  reports.    Before,  how- 
ever, entering  more  fully  upon  his  ob- 
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jections,  he  begged  to  My  that  these  did 
not,  and  could  not,  arise  from  any  hostility, 
on  his  part,  to  Thb  Lancet,  Or  any  other 
work,  and  especially  from  the  former.  He 
(Dr.  Clutter  buck)  had  receired  from  The 
Lancet  the  most  flattering  approbation  and 
support,  and— 

The  Reporter  here  ceased  to  take  notes,  in 
consequence  of  a  private  request  from  the 
Registrar,  by  whose  ticket  he  had  been  in- 
troduced, and  who  personally  objected  to 
his  doing  so.  Dr.  Clutterbuck  continued  to 
speak  at  some  length,  and,  on  concluding, 
our  Reporter,  addressing  the  Chairman, 
stated  that  he  had  been  taking  notes,  but 
had  discontinued,  in  consequence  of  the 
above  application  from  the  Registrar,  and 
as  he  should  continue  them  if  he  re- 
roained,  he  thought  it  right  to  ask  if  he  were 
tt  liberty  to  do  so  ;  if  not,  he  should  retire. 

The  Registrar  slated  that  he  was  igno- 
rant his  friend  was  about  to  take  notes ;  he 
had  a  very  strong  objection  to  the  minutes 
being  reported ;  be  thought  it  extremely 
wrong,  sod  what  the  Society  should  not 
allow. 

The  Reporter  explained  that  he  was  not 
taking  notes  surreptitiously  ;  he  had  dis- 
tinctly stated,  on  receiving'  his  ticket,  that 
he  was  about  to  do  this  ia  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  the  gentleman  who  usually 
attended  ;  he  considered  both  the  Registrar 
and  himself  exonerated  from  any  imputa- 
tion, and  again  requested  to  know  if  he  were 
at  liberty  to  take  notes,  or  whether  he  was 
to  consider  the  meeting  as  private. 

Mr.  Ashwili.  made  several  remarks  on 
the  suhject  of  reporting,  strongly  advocating 
it ;  and  replied,  in  full,  to  the  objections  of 
Dr.  Clutterbuok.  We  regret  that,  owing 
to  the  Registrar  not  having  withdrawn  his 
objection,  we  cannot  giva  publicity  to  senti- 
ments on  the  suhject,  in  which  far  the 
greater  portion  of  the  member*  appeared  to 
concur. 

Our  Reporter,  after  Mr.  Ash  well  had  con- 
cluded, stated,  that  as  he  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  Chairman,  he 
should  withdraw  himself  from  the  admission 
of  the  Registrar,  and  request  the  favour  of 
an  introduction  from  some  other  member. 

Mr.  Peirse  was  quite  sure  that  the  meet- 
ing would  not  wish  that.  The  Chairman, 
he  had  no  doubt,  would  at  once  grunt  hi* 
own  introduction,  without  any  objection  to 
notes  being  taken.  This  the  Chairman 
immediately  did. 

Mr.  Paocioa  thought  this  an  important 
crisis  to  the  Society,  and  was  opposed  to  re- 
'  porting  gene) ally.  He  was  not  interested 
in  the  question;  he  felt  himself  too  humble 
an  individual -to  be  affected  by  it ;  he  would 
ask  Mr.  Asbwell  what  possible  good  could 
arise  from  it  1  the  reports  had  been  most 
accurate,  but  they  ought  not  to  be  seut 


forth  with  the  comments  of  Editors,  or  with 
such  itaocs  as  he  had  noticed  ;  if  they  must 
be  published,  it  should  be  fsirly,  and  with- 
out remarks;  yet,  accurate  or  not,  they  did 
no  good,  and  ought  to  be  discontinued* 
He  should  submit  a  motion  to  that  effect. 

Dr.  Williams  objected  strongly  to  the 
reports,  and  commented  on  some  of  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  Ash  well.  It  was  not  the 
question  whether  the  public  were  materially 
benefited,  as  Mr.  Ashwell  had  stated  ;  they 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  How  could 
the  public,  for  instance,  be  benefited  by  the 
publication  of  this  report.  He  concurred  in 
all  Dr.  Clutterbuck  s  views ;  contended  that 
it  was  a  private  Society,  and  that  many 
members,  within  his  own  knowledge,  had 
been  deterred  from  expressing  their  opi- 
nions with  reciprocal  confidence  on  the  sub- 
jects of  discussion ;  he  was  sure  that,  on  the 
whole,  the  reports  had  been  extremely  pre- 
judicial, and  that  they  were  a  barrier  upon 
the  very  principles  of  the  Society  }  there 
was  a  very  wide  difference  between  the 
right  to  publish  the  reports  of  societies,  and 
those  of  hospitals ;  it  was,  too,  a  very  diffi- 
cult tiling  for  re)>orters  to  be  accurate  ;  he 
thought  it  one  thing  for  them  to  tell  the 
truth,  and  another  for  them  to  tell  the  whole 
truth  ;  he  had  seen  most  inaccurate  reports 
given  ;  the  speeches  dealt  out  in  dribblets, 
and  with  gross  partiality,  (cries  of  choir, 
chair,)  and  he  thought  the  Society  would  go 
on  much  better  if  a  stop  was  put  to  them,  or 
else  that  they  should  be  published  by  a  re- 
sponsible officer  of  the  Society. 

A  Member,  whose  name  escaped  us, 
thought  tli st  this  was  a  very  irregular  con- 
versation ;  but  on  its  being  observed  that 
there  was  a  motion  before  the  meeting,  mode 
by  Mr.  Proctor, 

Mr.  Llot  o  rose  and  said,  be  for  one,  should 
object  to  its  being  put  that  night,  or  on  any 
future  night.  He  had  always  been  an  advocute 
for  the  publication  of  the  Society's  minutes, 
and  he  believed  that  much  good  had  been 
done  by  it.  He  considered  that  the  reports 
had  been  extremely  accurate,  and  as  for  the 
good  they  did,  it  was  fair  to  believe  that 
that  which  was  advantageous  to  hear 
spoken,  must  be  beneficial  to  read ;  he 
.should  be  against  any  proposition  tending 
to  prevent  reporting. 

Mr.  Sh early  wished  to  know  what  dif- 
ference there  could  possibly  be  between  the 
publication  of  the  Society  s  "  transactions" 
and  these  reports  ;  nothing  could  be  fairer 
than  the  latter,  for  they  narrated  unsuccess- 
ful, as  well  as  successful,  cases.  He  had  had 
conversations  with  members  who  objected 
ver?  much  to  the  publication  of  cases,  es- 
pecially those  of  midwifery  ;  but  if  members 
-chose  to  bring  forward  things  which  ought 
not  to  be  made  public,  it  was  their  own 
look  out.    He  could  not  avoid  alluding  to 
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the  advantage  which  country  practitioners 
derived  from  tbese  report*.  He  had  a  very 
extensive  connexion  with  them,  and  they 
had  invariably  told  him  that  they  derived 
very  great  advantage  from  reading  them. 
Owing  to  the  extent  of  these  gentlemen's 
practice,  time  would  not  let  them  refer  to 
the  numerous  and  varied  sources  of  know- 
ledge which  it  afforded  many  others,  and 
they  consequently  depended  on  the  periodi- 
cals for  all  the  current  information  that 
could  be  given.  These  reports  became, 
therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
profession,  and  he  would  give  his  vote  in 
favour  of  them. 

Mr.  Kino  don  had  little  doubt,  that  if 
fairly  given,  reports  would  bo  productive  of 
good,  and  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Society  to  let  the  world  know  what  they 
were  doing.  He  considered,  however,  thut 
nothing  more  than  the  conversations  them- 
selves, and  not  the  names  of  the  speakers, 
ought  to  be  given  ;  greater  difficulties  to 
such  abuses  of  reporting  as  had  been  men- 
tioned, would  then  be  prevented,  partia- 
lity avoided,  and  equal  utility  obtained. 
He  considered  it  was  almost  impossible,  in 
giving  the  reports,  to  do  so  without  some 
colouring  ;  and  this  colouring  rendered  them 
to  many  members  very  painful,  and  *if  pain- 
ful, they  ought  to  be  prevented.  Many 
members  were  deterred  from  delivering  their 
opinions.  By  his  plan,  all  ends  would  be 
answered,  and  no  man  could  object.  He 
should  certainly  say,  that  the  Society  ought 
to  feel  obliged  to  any  Editor  who  would 
report  their  proceedings,  if  it  were  fairly 
done.  As  to  the  objections  of  patients,  the 
removal  of  the  speakers'  names  would  pre- 
vent them  from  tracing  their  cases,  as  it  was 
said  they  sometimes  did.  His  own  patients 
had  often  known  their  cases  from  the  at- 
taching of  his  (Mr.  Kingdou's)  name,  and 
it  had  been  found  fault  with  in  consequence. 
He  therefore  refrained  from  mentioning 
some  cases,  from  the  pain  he  thought  it 
might  create.  He  should  urge,  very  strongly, 
the  suppression  of  the  speakers'  names. 

Mr.  Peirsf.  agreed  that  this  was  a  sub- 
ject of  great  moment  to  the  Society,  and  he 
considered  that  it  ought  only  to  be  enter- 
tained in  a  full  meeting  of  the  Society,  that 
it  might  not  be  said,  a  tew  members  had 
met  together,  without  previous  notice,  to 
injure  the  publications  alluded  to.  He  wss 
satisfied  that  no  harm  could  occur,  but  very 
great  advantage,  if  fair  and  accurate  reports 
were  given.  They  came  together  as  scien  • 
tific  men,  to  lay  certain  facta  before  the 
Society ;  discussion  was  elicited  which 
tended  to  benefit  the  whole  public.  L)r. 
Williams  had  said,  that  many  were  deterred 
from  speaking;  now  he  (Mr.  Peirse.) 
thought  it  an  excellent   thing  that  this 


•  were  disposed  to  talk  too  much,  the  report* 
ing  induced  them  to  abstain  from  it,  and 
much  valuable  time  was  thus  saved.  He 
thought  no  pain  could  be  given  to  patients 
if  t/wir  names  were  not  published.  To  the 
narrators'  names,  their  could  be  no  possible 
objection.  Cases  and  opinions  had  no  autho- 
rity without  them.  (Hear.)  Ho  begged  to 
express  his  opinion,  that  if  the  reporting 
was  done  honourably,  fairly,  accurately,  and 
literally,  no  possible  objection  could  be 
urged  sgainst  it.  No  comments  should  be 
made,  and  he  thought  that  the  Society  ought 
to  have  some  accredited  agent  from  the 
publications  reporting,  who  should  he  tan- 
gible to  the  Society  ;  it  could  then  take  its 
own  measures,  if  incorrectness  or  unfairness 
occurred.  No  Editor  could  for  one  moment 
object  to  give  in  the  name  of  his  Reporter 
to  the  Registrar.  In  conclusion,  he  thought 
the  time  of  the  Society  could  now  be  better 
employed,  than  in  discussing  this  subject ; 
a  special  general  meeting  should  be  called, 
if  more  need  be  said  on  it,  and  all  the  mem- 
bers ought  to  have  the  opportunity  of  hear- 
ing the  pros  and  eons,  and  of  voting. 

Mr.  Salmon  could  not  understand  the  po- 
sition which  had  been  taken  by  those  who 
objected  to  reports,  nor  could  he  see  objections 
of  any  kind  to  it ;  he  would  give  the  reports 
his  most  decided  support.  He  did  not  under- 
stand  the  A.  13.  plan  of  Mr.  Kingdon.  It 
was  the  most  useless  that  could  be  devised. 
For  himself,  he  was  usually  plain  and  open 
in  his  sentiments;  and  on  this,  and  all  occa- 
sions, however  interested  he  might  seem, 
he  claimed  the  privilege  of  being  honest  in 
his  intentions.  He  decidedly  objected  to  the 
suppression  of  speakers'  names.  Looking  to 
his  own  situation,  for  instance,  he  did  not 
choose  that  other  gentlemen  should  hear 
his  opinions  in  the  Society,  and  out  of  it 
repeat  them  as  their  own,  without  the 
means  of  detection.  He  did  not  under- 
stand such  a  plan,  and  he  would  never 
agree  to  it.  He  was  not  taking  a  sup- 
posititious case.  It  had  repeatedly  oc- 
curred in  private  life,  that  the  opinions  he 
had  given  in  one  place,  had  actually  been 
related  again  to  him  in  another,  aa  the 
opinions  of  others ;  and  he  would  confess, 
without  hesitation,  that  in  this  matter  it 
was  his  desire,  as  it  was  his  duty,  to  prevent 
injury  to  himself,  and  to  obtain  all  the  be- 
nefit he  could  from  the  publication  of  re- 
ports. 

Mr.  (  ai.lawav  was  much  pleased  with 
the  sentiments  which  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
Salmon,  and  he  agreed  with  them  all ;  but 
it  was  evident  that  Mr.  S.  was  thinking  of 
himself  while  he  spoke.  lie  (Mr.  C.)  was 
gratified  at  the  liberal  feeling  which  per- 
vaded the  meeting,  bat  thought  this  was  not 
the  right  timo  to  entertain  the  subject.  A 


happened,  for  when  gentlemen  J  large  meeting  should  decide  upon  it*  He 
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had  listened  attentively  to  the  discussion, 
and  he  had  not  heard  one  objection  to  the 
reports ;  not  one  that  was  satisfactory  to 
Lis  own  mind.  He  should  like  to  hear 
members  state  more  definitely  what  were 
their  very  serious  objections.  He  did  uot 
mean  to  allude  to  any  publication  in  parti- 
cular, but  he  thought  with  Mr.  Peirse  that 
the  Society  should  have  accredited  report- 
ers. He  had  himself  seen  comment*  and 
italics  which  he  thought  wrong  towards  in- 
dividuals ;  but  he  was  quite  of  opinion  that 
the  reporting  should  be  fully,  openly, 
and  freely  allowed  (hear).  This  opinion 
might  possibly  have  more  weight  in  falling 
from  him  than  from  some  others,  because  he 
had  made  no  secret  at  one  time,  that  his 
sentiments  were  widely  different ;  but  he 
had  since  changed  his  views  of  the  subject, 
and  thought  that  when  regarded,  as  it  de- 
served, as  a  great  public  measure,  these 
reports  were  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  profession  and  the  public.  If  the 
question  were  to  be  decided  to-night,  he 
should  certainly  vote  for  the  admission  of 
reporters,  but  he  thought  that  timely  notice 
ought  to  be  given  to  all  the  members,  of 
any  discussion. 

Dr.  Leonard  Stewart,  asked  if  tbere 
were  any  specific  motion  before  the  Society, 
as,  if  not,  he  should  move  one  1 

The  Chairman  said,  that  there  was  none  ; 
but  that  this  was  merely  a  conversation 
originating,  (as  we  understood  it,)  in  the 
Council,  to  ascertain  how  far  the  feeling  of 
the  Society  would  go  towards  the  prevention 
of  reports.  He  thought  that  great  mischief 
had  been  done  by  them,  but  considered  that 
there  was  no  enactment  they  could  make, 
which  would  prevent  any  member,  or  any 
visiter,  from  taking  notes  and  printing 
them  afterwards ;  lie  thought,  therefore, 
that  the  Society  should  have  some  accre- 
dited agent  from  the  publications.  The 
Editors  could  arrange  with  the  Society  tliat 
the  reports  should  be  accurate  ;  but  the 
Society  could  do  nothing  of  themselves. 

Mr.  Ash  well  again  expressed  his  de- 
cided opinion,  that  there  was  no  real  objec- 
tion to  reporting.  On  the  contrary,  the  So- 
ciety had  very  considerably  increased  in 
interest  through  it.  lie  never  in  his  life 
saw  a  Society  which  had  so  benefited, 
both  in  attendance  and  attraction.  Let  the 
reporting  be  placed  on  a  good  basis,  and 
the  professional  man  must  derive  benefit 
from  it  ;  as  for  the  sacrificing  of  some 
gentlemen's  feelings,  why,  if  necessary 
for  the  public  good,  it  must  he  done,  lie 
knew  that  it  had  been  done,  and  great  pain 
excited  ;  but  this,  he  thought,  was  a  se- 
condary consideration,  and  ought  to  bend 
to  the  public  benefit.  There  could  be  no 
objectiou  ti>  Mr.  Kingdon's  proposition,  if  it 
weie  practicable,  hut  he  hardly  thought  it 
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was ;  he  had  no  desire  to  Me  his  own  name 
figuring  away  in  the  reports.  Mr.  Peirse 's 
proposition  was  an  admirable  one. 

The  Chairman,  on  a  panse  occurring, 
referred  to  Dr.  Clutterbuck  for  his  inten- 
tion. 

Dr.  Clutterbuck  said,  that  he  had 
brought  the  subject  forward  as  a  duty,  and 
if  he  had  found  that  the  feeling  of  the  So- 
ciety was  with  him,  he  should  have  laid 
something  specific  before  it;  but  that  he 
found  was  certainly  not  the  case.  He  should 
not  urge  it  any  further  now,  as  the  meeting 
ing  was  not  large  enough,  and  the  subject 
needed  more  deliberation.  He  should  be 
happy  if,  by  and  by,  there  were  a  change  of 
feeling  to  bring  it  forward  again. 

The  Chairman  thought,  that  the  reports 
ought  to  be  given  in  a  more  accurate  shape. 
No  person  could  avoid  seeing,  that  in  The 
Lancet  they  had  sometimes  contained  a 
great  deal  of  spite,  and  endeavoured  to 
throw  discredit  on  some  of  the  members. 
He  had  often  noticed  one  speech  well  given, 
and  directly  after,  because  the  reporter  did 
not  think  the  next  of  importance,  it  would 
be  said  for  instance,  "  Mr.  Lloyd  uttered 
some  nonsense  not  worth  repeating."  Then 
there  was  some  left  out,  if  it  did  not  bear  on 
the  case,  while  he  (the  Chairman)  thought 
it  ought  to  be  given.  He  would  propose 
that  the  Council  should  take  the  subject  into 
its  consideration. 

Mr.  Callaway  rose  and  moved,  that  the 
subject  of  reporting  be  referred  to  the 
Council,  for  them  to  consider  whether  an 
accredited  agent  should  be  admitted  at  the 
meetings  to  report  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  Siiearly  complained  of  the  report  of 
the  proceedings  on  the  night  of  Mr.  Lam- 
bert's expulsion,  which  appeared  in  one 
publication.  In  that  report  some  speeches 
were  faithfully  given,  but  his  own  was 
most  shamefully  garbled.  He  now  begged 
to  know  who  had  sent  that  report.  The 
reporter  for  The  Lancet  was  not  pre- 
sent, nor  any  other  that  he  saw;  and  he 
again,  therefore,  demanded,  after  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Society  on  the  night  in  question 
that  no  reporter  should  be  admitted,  who 
bad  sent  that  report  ?  He  believed  that  it 
had  been  done  by  the  Registrar. 

The  Chairman  here  interfered,  to  pre- 
vent the  discussion  from  going  further. 

.Mr.  Llovo  took  occasion,  in  concluding 
the  debate,  to  cxpiess,  in  effect,  his  opi- 
nion that  the  less  the  Society  interfered  with 
the  reporting,  the  better.  He  had  some- 
times had  cau^e  of  complaint ;  as  when,  a 
considerable  time  since,  a  reporter  used 
occasionally  to  reply  to  his  (Mr.  Lloyd's) 
remarks,  while  he  (the  reporter)  had  the 
reporting  the  speeches  under  his  own  con- 
trol, which  he  considered  hardly  fair  ;  but 
if  he  were  not  fairly  dealt  with,  he  always 
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trusted  to  his  own  character  to  set  bim 
right,  and  he  considered  it  generally  the 
best  way. 

The  Chairman  here  pat  Mr.  Callaway's 
motion,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Peirss,  referring  to  the  report  of 
last  week,  stated  that  Mr.  Lloyd  and  him- 
self hsd  not  impeaohed  the  accuracy  of  the 
Society's  minutes  on  that  occasion,  but  that 
they  had  explained  some  remarks  made  by 
tlietn,  in  reference  to  Mr.  Salmon's  case  ot 
phthisis  puunonalia.  His  object  now  was, 
to  exonerate  the  Registrar. 

A  specimen  of  tumour  of  the  breast, 
and  of  the  oesophagus  and  kidneys,  with 
hydatids,  were  exhibited  at  a  late  hour 
to  the  Society,  by  Mr.  Hooper,  Dr.  Ryan, 
and  Dr.  Ramudge,  respecting  which  further 
particulars  were  promised  at  another  even- 
ing. A  short  discussion  arose  between 
Dr.  Ramauge,  Mr.  Lloyd,  Mr.  Calla- 
way, and  Mr.  Peirse,  as  to  the  invariable 
connexion  of  hydatids  with  the  outer  sur- 
face of  the  kiduey  ;  but  as  the  subject  will, 
probably,  assume  a  more  regular  shape  on 
another  occasion,  we  do  not  give  the  casual 
Temarks  which  arose. 

The  Registrar  stated  that  he  had  a  most 
interesting  case  to  communicate  from  some 
person  who  wss  not  present,  and  which, 
from  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  was  post- 
poned.   The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

The  Chairman,  in  conjunction  with  other 
members  of  the  Society,  afterwards  inti- 
mated to  the  gentleman  who  took  notes  of 
the  proceedings,  their  wish,  that  the  ensu- 
ing report  in  Tub  Lancet  should  convey  to 
the  Editors  of  such  Journals  as  were  desi- 
rous of  inserting  reports,  the  opinion  of  the 
Society  on  the  subject  of  "  accredited 
agents.'*  ^  The  above  debate  will  convey 
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Christopher  St  ant — (Continued  from  No. 
279  of  tail  Journal,  p.  444) 

His  health  rapidly  declined  ;  the  granu- 
lations became  pale  and  flabby,  and  the 
muscles  Tetracted,  leaving  the  bone  protrud- 
ing ;  pus  thin,  scanty,  and  approaching,  in 
character,  to  ichor. 

Dec.  28.  General  appearance  tabid  ;  eyes 
sunk  ;  countenance  ghastly  ;  deep  ulcer  si- 
tuated on  the  centre  of  the  left  cornea;  a 
consideiable  quantity  of  pus  effused  into  the 
anterior  chamber,  but  the  action  of  the  iris 
unaffected ;  conjunctiva  vascular  ;  cornea 
opaque.  He  expectorates  thin  mucus,  mixed 


with  a  large  proportion  of  pus  ;  has  had  one 

discharge  of  florid  blood  from  the  lungs, 
after  a  fit  of  coughing,  which  greatly  ex* 
hausted  him  ;  pectoriloquy  distinctly  audi- 
ble ;  respiration  hurried  ;  pulse  ISO,  small, 
and  jerking ;  tongue  dusky  red  ;  mouth  and 
fauces  covered  with  aphtha  ;  diarrhoea.  The 
poor  fellow  grew  gradually  worse  until  the 
night  of  the  3d  January,  when  he  was  sud- 
denly attacked  with  a  violent  spasmodic 
cough,  which  induced  an  expectoration  of 
about  two  pints  of  scarlet  blood  ;  this  flux 
put  an  end  to  his  existence.  Opium,  fox* 
glove,  and  cordials,  were  used  successively. 

Examination  of  the  Corpse,  sixteen  hours  after 
death,  conducted  by  Mr.  White. 

All  the  abdominal  viscera  were  blanched. 
The  liver  presented  a  mottled  appearance, 
and  had  secreted  a  thin,  light-coloured  bile. 
The  spleen  was  large,  but  of  natural  colour 
and  consistence.  The  intestinal  canal,  from 
the  cardia  to  the  anus,  was  perfectly  healthy. 
In  the  stomach  was  a  quantity  of  coagulated 
blood,  which  had  been  swallowed.  When 
the  sternum  was  raised,  the  basis  of  each 
lung  was  found  collapsed,  of  the  natural 
colour,  and  crepitating  between  the  fingers  ; 
the  middle  and  superior  lobes  were  com- 
pletely tuberculated,  and  adherent  to  the 
sides  of  the  chest ;  on  the  right  side  a  vo- 
mica existed,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  con- 
tain an  ordinary- siaed  apple,  having  a  thin 
cyst,  and  communicating  with  the  right 
bronchia  by  a  large  aperture.  It  contained 
a  small  coagulum,  but  no  pus.  The  inner 
tunic  of  the  larynx,  trachea,  and  bronchi, 
was  redder  than  natural,  and  the  ramifica- 
tions  of  the  latter  on  the  right  side  were 
filled  with  black  clots  of  blood.  The  pleura 
contained  about  sixteeen  ounces  of  serum, 
and  the  pericardium  nearly  six  ounces.  The 
heart  was  fat,  apparently  healthy,  and  of 
mean  sixe.   The  head  was  not  opened. 


ANEURISM  OF    THE  ARTERIA  INNOMINAT A. 

Samuel  Stack,  an  average-sised  man,  of 
dark  complexion,  about  40  years  old,  ad- 
mitted 6th  February,  1828,  under  Sir  Geo. 
Tuthill,  M.D.  Alter  being  exposed  to  cold 
and  damp,  about  a  week  before  his  entrance, 
he  was  seized  with  pain  in  the  throat,  and 
difficulty  of  swallowing.  The  pain  extended 
backwards  between  the  scapula;,  and  towards 
the  right  side  ;  he  was  relieved  by  a  blister. 

He  now  complains  of  great  pain  about  an 
inch  below  the  sUtrnalend  of  the  right  clavi- 
cle, where  a  pulsatory  tumour  of  an  oblong 
shape,  aud  about  an  inch  in  width,  i*  evi- 
dent ;  the  pain  is  augmented  at  each  inha- 
lation. Much  dyspnoea,  cough,  and  expec- 
toration of  a  thick  white  mucus  ;  pulse  96, 
strong,  and  vibratory  j  tongue  whitish » 
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bowel*  confined  ;  skin  cool ;  lips  livid  ;  vi- 
sage anxious.  Cupping  to  eight  ounces  ;  a 
blister  to  the  chest,  and  a  mucilaginous  and 
anodyne  mixture. 

7.  Cupping  immediately  relieved  him, 
but  towards  evening  there  was  an  increment 
of  pain  in  the  chest,  breathing  difficult ; 
cough  tiresome  ;  pulse  full  and  Btrocg ;  ten 
ounces  of  blood  taken  from  the  arm. 

8.  Crassamentum  buffed ;  serum  turbid  ; 
symptoms  alleviated  by  the  venesection ; 
pulse  96,  full,  but  thrilling. 

18.  The  symptoms  contiuued  without  any 
material  variation  since  tiie  last  note  ;  iu 
the  interim  he  was  once  bled  with  tempo- 


rent  film.  Lungs,  heart,  and  gullet  perfectly 
healthy ;  no  effusion  into  the  chest. 


Il.tUOPTOB. 

John  Graves,  astat.  66,  admitted  16th 
April,  1828,  under  Sir  George  L.  Tuthill, 
M.L>.  He  states,  that  having  about  six 
weeks  before  been  exposed  to  cold  and 
damp,  he  was  seized  with  a  violent  cough, 
and  expectorated  a  thick  yellow  mucus, 
often  streaked  with  blood.  At  times  blood 
was  expectorated  more  copiously,  and  the 
sputa  ejected  in  the  course  of  one  night, 
had 


once  or  twice  amounted  to  nearly  a 
rary  advantage,  and  has  taken  small  doses  pint  of  blood  and  mucus.  He  had  been 
of  tartarixed  antimony.  He  now  sleeps  under  medical  treatment,  and  partially  be- 
badly,  complains  of  an  acute  pain  under  the  ueficed.  He  at  present  complains  of  pain 
right  bladebone,  darting  into  the  vertebral  over  the  whole  body,  which  is  most  severe 
column,  and  towards  the  sternum,  augment-  at  the  upper  part  of  the  thorax,  and  aggra- 
ed  by  coughing  and  deglutition  ;  cough  less  vated  by  cough.  Expectoration— mucus, 
irksome;  respiration  easy;  lips  livid; 
tongue  dean  ;  bowels  open  ;  pulse  92,  vi- 
brates. Tartar-emetic  oiutmeut  to  the  part 
pained. 

22.  Cupped  on  the  back  to  12  ounces ; 
pain  relieved  ;  takes  an  expectorating  mix- 
ture of  mucilage,  paregoric  elixir,  and  oxymel 
of  squills* 

28,  Respiration  laborious;  cannot  swal- 
low without  bending  the  body  forwards. 
The  aueurismal  tumour  has  grown  larger, 
and  iu  pulsations  are  more  powerful ;  the 
patient  cannot  lie  supine  ;  percussion  educes 
a  graver  sound  on  the  right  thau  on  the  left 
side  of  the  thorax ;  a  constant  aching  at  the 
top  of  the  sternum ;  slight  cough  and  mu- 
cous expectoration ;  lips  purple  ;  face  livid, 
aod  intently  anxious  ;  pulse  100,  full.  He 
is  incapable  of  any  exertion. 

March  3.  All  the  unfavourable  symptoms 
enhanced ;  the  pulsations  of  the  tumour 
have  increased  in  intensity.  Cupping  to 
eight  ounces. 

10.  He  was  relieved  by  the  cupping,  but 
lie  gradually  gave  way,  and  yielded  to  his 
sufferings  this  morning  at  four  o'clock. 


Pott-mortem  scrutiny. 

The  arteria  innominata  much  distended, 
forming  an  aneurismal  sac,  capable  of  hold 


ul,  ana 


ing  half  a  pint  of  flu 
several  distinct  coaguln.    This  was  contigu- 
ous to  the  posterior  surface  of  the  first  bone 
of  the  sternum,  which  constituted  its  Toof. 
The  periosteum  was  absorbed,  so  that  the 
cancelli  were  washed  by  the  aneurismal 
blood.    Arch  of  the  aorta  natural.    On  the 
right  side  of  the  trachea,  the  pressure  of  the 
tumour  had  occasioned  portions  of  three 
cartilaginous  rings  to  be  absorbed,  and  the 
septum,  intervening  between  the  cavity  of 
the  aneurism  and  the  tube  of  the  trachea, 
was,  at  one  or  two  points,  a  mere  transpa- 


mixed  with  stria;  of  blood.  Cannot  lie  on 
the  left  side.  Percussion  elicits  the  natural 
sound.  Pulse  90,  pretty  full ;  respiration 
easy ;  cheeks  tinged  of  a  pink  colour ; 
skin  cool ;  tongue  clean  ;  he  has  a  taste  of 
salt  in  the  mouth  ;  bowels  regular. 

Take  of  ipeeaeuan.  4  grains. 

Digitalis,  half  a  grain ;  in  form  of 

pill,  three  times  a-day* 
r ill  of  soap  and  opium,  5  grains  every 
night.  A  warm  bath  prescribed 
daily. 

3.  Pain  of  chest  has  a  little  abated; 
cough  tiresome  ;  expeotoratea  round  mucous 
sputa ;  respiration  unconstrained ;  pulse 
84  ;  tongue  clean  ;  bowels  open. 

12.  Considerable  pain  under  the  right 
clavicle,  produced  by  every  act  of  coughing, 
which  is  frequent ;  inability  to  recline  on 
the  left  side  continues.  Pulse  nearly  na- 
tural. 

Tinct.of  digitalis,  15  minims  thrice  a-day, 

in  an  ounce  of  infusion  of  roses. 
Castor  oil  occasionally. 

17.  Complains  of  pain  in  the  left  side 
of  the  thorax  ;  sleep  much  disturbed  by 
the  cough  ;  expectoration  mucous ;  pulse 
nearly  natural  ;  skin  cool ;  tongue  dry  and 
yellowish;  considerable  thirst;  continue 
which  contained  '  the  digitalis  mixture.    A  solution  of  cream 


of  tartar  to  be  used  as  a  common  beverage. 

19.  Thirst  slaked  by  the  acid  drink  ; 
tongue  clean,  but  the  cough  is  worrying. 
Continues  the  remedies. 

29.  Cough  and  expectoration  have  nearly 
disappeared  ,  no  pain  of  chest ;  complains 
of  headach ;  pupils  rather  expanded  ; 
bowels  regular  ;  stools  natural. 

May  3.  Makes  a  full  inhalation  without 
restraint.  No  cough  or  expectoration ; 
secretion  and  circulation  natural. 

5.  Convalescent. 
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HJF.MOPTOE— DYSPWEA. 

Richard  Hobert,  aged  39,  admitted  26th 
April,  1828,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Rowe, 
having  a  cough  and  a  senaation  of  tightness 
across  the  chest,  which  had  existed  two 
months.  On  the  day  before  hia  entrance, 
whilst  walking  in  the  park,  he,  on  a  sudden, 
brought  up  about  a  pint  of  florid  blood. 
Now  complains  of  difficult  respiration ; 
coughs  up  a  considerable  quantity  of  mu- 
cus, striated  with  blood  ;  cheeks  flushed ; 
lips  livid ;  saltish  taste  in  the  mouth ; 
skin  hot  and  dry ;  pulse  100 ;  tongue 
clean  ;  bowels  open.  Warm  bath ;  vene- 
section to  ten  ounces. 

Take  of  powder  of  meadow  saffron-root,  5 
grains  every  six  hours. 

23.  Feels  better ;  no  hcemoptoe  to-day  ; 
breath  easy;  slight  cough;  pulse  80, 
small  ;  skin  moist ;  countenance  natural. 

29.  The  cough  was  troublesome  during 
the  night ;  slight  dyspnoea,  but  no  pain  ; 
pulse  92,  soft. 

May  3.  Cough  rather  irksome ;  a  little 
mucus  expectorated;  pulse  1 16,  very  small ; 
passes  his  urine  with  difficulty;  tongue 
clean ;  bowels  open. 

Take  of  ipecac  nan.  5  grains,  three  times 
a-day. 

6.  Feels  easier,  but  the  cough  is  still 
troublesome,  and  the  respiration  difficult. 
Pulse  132,  very  thin  ;  tongue  dusky  red  ; 
bowels  relaxed.  Continues  the  ipecacuanha. 
A  warm  bath  every  night. 

8.  Doll  pain  under  the  sternum ;  res- 
piration laborious;  gargouillement ;  urgent 
cough  ;  muco- purulent  expectoration  ;  pulse 
120,  exceedingly  small ;  hands  livid  and 
cold  ;  some  tendency  to  coma.  A  cordial 
mixture. 

9.  Passed  a  restless  night ;  dyspnoea 
augmented.   Died  at  eight,  a.  m. 

Seetio  cadaver i$y  thirty  hours  after  death. 

On  opening  the  chest,  the  lungs  were 
found  adherent  to  the  thoracic  parietes,  and 
mdematose,  retaining  the  impression  of  the 
finger ;  on  cutting  into  them,  a  considerable 
engorgement  of  bloody  serum,  which  freely 
flowed  out,  was  exhibited.  The  middle  and 
inferior  lobes  contained  a  few  tubercles,  one 
of  them  as  large  as  a  walnut,  and  filled  with 
soft  caseous  matter.  Some  points  of  hepa- 
tization were  seen,  and  a  small  tuberculous 
cavity,  communicating  with  the  bronchial 
tubes.  The  pericardium  contained  about 
two  ounces  of  serum;  heatt  fat;  superior 
surface  of  diaphragm  injected  ;  abdominal 
organs  comparatively  healthy. 


Joseph  George,  36  years  old,  a  drayman, 
admitted  into  Matthew's  ward,  13th  De- 
cember ult.,  under  Mr.  President  Carlisle, 


I with  ha-raatocele.  Early  in  the  morning,, 
whilst  moving  some  bags  of  hops,  he  lost 
his  balance,  and  fell  astride  a  beam.  The 
perinamm  is  much  discoloured  and  tumefied ; 
the  scrotum  apparently  distended  with  blood 
forming  a  dark  purple  tumour,  us  large  as  a 
melon;  the  testicles  are  tangible  at  the  su- 
perior and  back  part.  About  ten  minutes 
after  his  fall  he  passed  his  urine  through  th« 
urethra,  but  with  considerable  pain,  liowels 
open.  In  the  course  of  the  day  (Saturday), he 
was  seen  by  all  the  surgeons.  Mr.  Harding 
had  failed  in  passing  the  catheter,  and  a 
diversity  of  opinion  existed  amongst  his 
colleagues  as  to  the  mode  of  treatment.  Mr. 
Lynn  recommended  cold  lotions  and  purga- 
tives, which  did  not  meet  with  general  ap- 
probation. Mr.  Harding  made  three  inci- 
sions of  an  inch  in  length  into  the  scrotum, 
and  a  quantity  of  dark-coloured  blood  slowly 
escaped.  House-physic,  fomentations,  and 
the  part  to  be  supported  on  a  small  cushion. 

14th.  Has  passed  no  urine  since  admis- 
sion. Scrotum  less  tense  ;  the  fluid  dis- 
charged from  the  gashes  made  by  Mr. 
Harding,  has  the  odour  of  urine  :  feels  an 
urgent  desire  to  make  water  ;  a  sharp  pulse 
and  dry  tongue  ;  the  bowels  act  freely.  Mr. 
Harding  made  a  second  attempt  at  intro- 
ducing the  catheter,  but  not  wishing  to  use 
force,  soon  desisted.  Fomentations  to  be 
constantly  applied. 

15.  Has  passed  no  urine.  The  bladder 
much  distended,  reaching  nearly  to  the 
navel.  Another  vain  attempt  with  the 
cathether  by  Mr.  Harding.  About  noon 
Professor  Guthrie  arrived,  and  with  great 
adroitness,  and  little  force,  succeeded  in 
passing  the  instrument.  *'  La  voila/*  ex- 
claimed the  operator  exultingly,  raising 
himself  to  his  full  height.  Three  pints  of 
urine  were  immediately  drawn  off ;  a  flexible 
catheter  was  secured  in  the  bladder ;  and 
an  ounce  of  the  following  medicine  was 
prescribed  every  six  hours : 

Aromatic  confection,  2  drachms. 
Solution  of  acetate  of  ammonia,  3  ox. 
Camphor  julep,  5  oz.  Mix. 

16th.  Passed  a  good  night;  pulse  soft 
and  voluminous ;  bowels  open.  The  urine 
infiltrates  into  the  cellular  tissue  of  the 
scrotum :  tumefaction  undiminished. 

17th.  The  urine  passes  guttatim  through 
the  catheter,  and  dribbles  through  the 
fistula.  Mr.  Harding  cut  into  the  perinseum, 
and  exposed  the  lacerated  part  of  the 
urethra,  into  which  a  probe  was  pushed  ; 
the  catheter  continued. 

20th.  Scrotum  much  reduced  in  size. 
Urine  flows  partly  through  the  urethra,  and 
partly  through  the  fistula.  The  febrile 
symptoms  have  vanished.    Middle  diet. 

22d.  Scrotum  nearly  of  natural  size ; 
uriue  cornea  awoy  involuntarily,  both  through 
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the  natural  and  morbid  canals ;  aperient 
medicine  to  be  taken  occasionally. 

10th  January,  1829.  The  urine  flows  in  a 
moderate  stream  through  the  urethra  ;  an 
occasional  drop  filters  from  the  scrotum, 
which  promises  to  heal  shortly. 

12th.  The  peptic  functions  well  per- 
formed. Convalescent. 


HOP1TAL  DE  LA  PITIE. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHLORURET  OF  SODA  IN 
BURNS. 

M.  Lisfranc  has  lately  obtained  such 
success  from  the  use  of  the  chloruret  of  soda 
for  the  sores  remaining  after  burns,  that  he 
prefers  it  to  any  other  application.  The 
following  case  will  serve  to  illustrate  his 
plan  of  treatment : — 

A.  Prevost,  stat.  36,  was  on  the  13th  of 
August  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  having 
on  the  preceding  day  scalded  his  lefc  arm 
with  boiling  water.  "  During  the  first  three 
days,  emollient  poultices  were  applied,  but 
on  the  16th  the  chloruret  of  soda  was  em- 
ployed in  the  following  manner  : — the  de- 
tached epidermis  having  beeu  removed,  the 
affected  part  was  covered  by  a  fenestrated 
compress,  over  which  some  lint,  dipped  into 
the  solution,  was  retained,  by  means  of  a 
circulsr  bandage.  The  whole  wns  kept 
moist  by  repeated  sponging  with  the  fluid. 
M.Lisfranc  observed,  that  in  order  to  obtain 
good  effects  from  this  method,  the  solu- 
tion must  be  sufficiently  strong  to  cause  a 
sensation  of  heat  and  slight  pricking,  and 
that  it  is  better  to  make  it  a  little  too 
strong  than  too  weak,  for  the  painful  sensa- 
tion which  in  the  form«r  case  is  produced, 
subsides  within  a  short  time.  In  the  above 
case  the  solution  was  somewhat  too  strong, 
hut  afier  46  hours,  the  burnt  part  had  per- 
fectly healed,  and  nothing  but  a  slight  red- 
ness remained. 


HOSPICE  DE  LA  SALPETRIERE. 


tient  felt  an  itching  sensation  along  the  af- 
fected leg,  and  complained  of  excessive  debili- 
ty and  oppressive  headach.  These  symptoms 
were  soon  followed  by  entire  loss  of  con- 
sciousness, and  great  rigidity  of  the  mus- 
cles of  the  jaw  and  neck.  The  mouth  could 
not  be  opened,  and  its  angles  were  drawn 
backwards  ;  the  eyes  were  staring  ;  the  ab- 
domen very  hard ;  the  feet  spasmodically 
contracted  ;  the  pulse  frequent  and  hard. 
Twenty  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from 
the  arm,  and  30  leeches  applied  to  the  anus, 
but  without  any  effect.  The  warm  bath  for 
an  hour ;  mercurial  frictions ;  a  blister  on 
the  neck,  and  the  use  of  sudorifics  having 
also  produced  no  alteration,  the  acetate  of 
morphium  was  employed  in  the  following 
manner;  the  fourth  part  of  a  grain  was 
mixed  with  a  very  small  quantity  of  wax- 
plaster,  and  applied  over  the  blistered  part. 
From  this  time  the  trismus  gradually  sub- 
sided, and  after  repeated  applications  of  the 
morphium,  the  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  con- 
traction of  the  leg,  &c,  also  disappeared, 
and  the  patient  ultimately  recovered. 

Case  9. — Marguer.  ttroin,  of  a  nervous 
temperament,  and  very  weak  constitution, 
having  during  five  years  been  in  the  Salle 
des  Incurables,  on  account  of  a  herpetic  af- 
fection of  the  extremities,  was,  on  the  23d 
of  July,  frightened  at  the  sight of  a  patient 
in  an  epileptic  fit.  She  fainted,  and  when, 
after  having  recovered  her  senses,  she  wns 
going  to  relate  what  had  happened,  she  was 
seized  with  convulsions,  which  terminated 
in  complete  tetanus.  The  angles  of  the 
mouth  were  drawn  towards  the  sides ;  the 
jaws  were  firmly  closed  and  immoveable, 
the  head  was  drawn  back,  the  neck  stiff,  and 
the  muscles  of  the  trunk  very  rigid.  A  small 
blister  was  put  on  the  neck,  and  removed 
after  four  hours,  when  the  acetate  of  mor- 
phium was  applied  in  the  manner  above  de- 
scribed. After  three  hours,  the  trismus  had 
considerably  subsided,  but  the  other  symp- 
toms continuing  unabated,  the  application  of 
the  morphium  was  repeated,  and  proved  so 
efficacious,  that  after  three  day*  the  patient, 
with  the  exception  of  ijreat  debility,  had 
perfectly  recovered. — Ltmbert,  sur  la  Methode 
Etuermique. 


TRISMUS  CURED  BY  THE  EXTERNAL  APPLI-! 
CATION  OK  THE  ACETATE  OF  MORPHIUM. 

Case  1.— Marie  Ursin,  atat.  2B,  of  a  scro 
fulous  diathesis,  was  admitted  on  account  of 
a  large  ulcer  at  the  external  ancle  of  the  left 
leg,  by  which  the  tendon  of  the  peroneus 
longus  was  denuded.  On  the  10th  of  June 
it  was  dressed  by  one  of  the  pupils  in  such 
an  awkward  manner,  that  a  violent  irrita- 
tion of  the  denuded  tendon,  with  excessive 
pnin,  accompanied  by  nausea  and  vomiting, 
was  produced*  An  hour  aftei  words,  the  pa- 


OPHTHALMIC  AND  SURGICAL 
CLIXIC  AT  BERLIN. 


CALCULOUS  CONCRETION   IN  THE  CAVITY  OF 
THE  NOSE. 

C.  B.,  a  middle-aged  woman  of  a  robust 
constitution,  had,  for  two  years  before  her 
admission,  been  subject  to  a  constant  pain 
in  the  left  side  of  the  nose,  accompanied 
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by  disposition  to  sneezing,  eoryxa,  mucous 
discharge,  and  subsequent  ulcerations  round 
tbe  nostrils  ;  these  symptoms  having  conti- 
nued for  some  time,  the  left  nasal  meatus 
became  completely  obstructed,  and  its  pa- 
rietes  began  to  swell  in  such  a  manner,  as 
to  compress  the  lachrymal  duct,  in  conse- 
quence of  winch,  the  tears  flowed  over  the 
cheeks,  and  the  skin  was  very  extensively 
excoriated.  The  continual  irritation  in  the 
nose  induced  the  patient  to  use  many  efforts 
to  remove  the  obstruction,  by  blowing 
through  the  affected  side  of  the  nose  ;  she 
soon  felt  something  moveable  in  it,  and  at 
last  succeeded  in  expelling  a  calculous  con- 
cretion  of  a  considerable  size.  This  was 
just  before  her  admission.  The  pain  and 
irritation  hod  considerably  diminished  since 
the  discharge  of  the  stone ;  the  swelling  had 
somewhat  subsided,  and  the  obstruction  ap- 
peared leas  complete.  On  examining  the 
affected  side  of  the  nose,  no  stone  could  be 
found,  but  tbe  mucous  membrane  was  ulcer- 
ous, and  considerably  thickened,  and  there 
was  a  constant  discharge  of  purulent  matter. 
To  prevent  a  second  formation  of  calculus, 
a  solution  of  the  carbonate  of  potassa  was 
injected  into  the  nose,  and,  after  a  few 
months,  tbe  patient  was  perfectly  cured.  The 
calculous  concretion  which  had  been  dis- 
charged from  the  nose,  was  of  an  oval  form, 
eight  lines  in  length,  and  twelve  in  thick- 
noss ;  very  hard,  of  n  greyish  brown  colour, 
and  had  an  uneven  surface.  On  being  sawn 
asunder,  its  nucleus  was  found  to  consist  of 
a  small  cherry-stone,  the  kernel  of  which 
was  reduced  to  a  thin  membrane  ;  round  the 
nucleus  the  calculous  matter  was  deposited 
in  thin  concentric  layers  of  different  colours. 
Tbe  patient  could  give  no  information  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  foreign  body  had 
entered  the  nose.  On  this  occasion  Dr. 
Gracfe  related  a  case  which  he  had  observed 
in  his  private  practice: — A  man  affected 
with  gout  had  a  long  time  ago  experienced 
tbe  same  local  affection  as  the  above  patient ; 
on  introducing  a  probe  into  the  diseased 
side  of  the  nose,  a  deep-seated  foreign  body 
was  felt,  which,  on  attempting  to  extract  it, 
broke  into  small  pieces,  and  these  having 
been  eventuully  discharged,  all  the  symp- 
toms caused  by  the  mechanical  obstruction 
of  the  nasal  cavity,  and  by  the  irritation  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  gradually  subsided. 
— Craefit  Journal. 


ON    THE    PREDISPOSITION    TO,  AND 
VENTION  OF,  INSANITY. 


"  Felix  qui  potuit  rernm  cog 


ME- 


...» 


The  Midland  Reporter. — The  country 
press  has  lately  given  birth  to  a  new  Medi- 
cal Journal,  published  at  Worcester.  We 
have  not  yet  had  time  to  look  through  the 
contents  of  the  three  numbers  that  have  been 
published,  but  we  aro  glad  to  see  the  effort, 
and  wish  it  all  the  success  it  may  prove  to 
deserve. 


To  the  Editor  of' 'In*  Lancet. 

Sir, — The  subsequent  is  mirfh  at  your 
service,  if  approved,  for  insertion  in  your 
respectable  eolurans. 

Believe  me  very  much  yours, 

W.  HonsLEY. 
North  Shields,  Dec.  1828,  ♦ 

A  practical  exposition  of  the  predispo- 
sition to,  and  prevention  of,  insanity,  being, 
it  is  presumed,  a  dmderatum  in  medical 
literature,  is,  at  this  era  especially,  most 
deserving  of  professional,  as  well  as  pub- 
lic atteittion,  seeing  that  prevention  and 
not  cure,  which  lamentable  experience  has 
taught  us  to  be  impracticable,  (I  speak,  of 
course,  of  confirmed,  rather  than  periodical 
or  recurrent  insanity,)  becomes  the  fit  and 
proper  province  of  the  physician. 

That  deranged  circulation,  not  organic 
affection  of  brain,  iB  the  parent  of  our  mani- 
fold mental  aberrations,  both  reason  and 
experience,  no  less  than  dissections  after 
death,  amply  testify. 

The  predisposition  to  insanity  usually  de- 
velops itself  on  approaches  to  adult  life, 
(I  except  idiotism,  from  natural  defect  of 
intellect,  manifested  during  infancy,)  when 
the  circulation  of  blood,  and  that  of  the 
brain  in  particular,  evinces  an  important 
change  in  the  economy — a  change,  at  times, 
fatal  to  the  well-being  of  some  vital  organ, 
hitherto,  perhaps,  in  a  state  of  comparative 
quiescence. — To  illustrate.  The  lungs,  from 
predisposition,  doubtless,  of  organisation  of 
vessels,  take  on  a  state  of  excessive  and 
consequent  irregular  action,  and  a  foundation 
thereby  is  laid  for  perplexing  asthma,  or 
mortal  phthisis  pulmonalis,  the  appalling 
and  m'ost  devastating  endemics  of  our 
country. 

Phrenologists,  who  contend  for  a  "  plu- 
rality of  faculties  and  organs,"  must  not 
lead  us  from  the  important  business  of  cir- 
culation ;  the  excessive  excitement  or  irre- 
gularity of  which,  local  or  general,  of  the 
brain,  constitutes,  in  my  mind,  insanity. 

We  are  not  permitted  (doubtless  for  wise 
and  benevolent  purposes)  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  mind  ;  and  materialists  may  set  at 
nought,  if  they  will,  its  phenomena,  con* 
founding,  as  they  have  hitherto  done, 
propensity  with  intellect. 

Physically  speaking,  at  least,  it  matters 
not  from  whence  the  intellect  is  derived — 
we  have  to  do  only  with  its  operations,  and 
these  are  under  the  immediate  influence 
(as  physiology  and  •xperiance  teach  us)  of  the 
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brain.  To  secure,  then,  perfection  in  the 
operations  of  mind,  the  brain  must  maintain, 
throughout,  a  freedom  of  circulation  com- 
patible with  its  varied  function,  and,  more* 
over,  unceaaingly.  Hence  iu  morbid  vascu- 
larity, and  excessive,  not  to  say  specific, 
excitement;  for  example,  by  narcotic  sub- 
stances and  spirituous  potation,  prove  most 
obnoxious  to  its  function,  and  endanger,  as 
might  be  expected,  its  organisation. 

Such  the  "  rock  we  split  upon  "  in  our 
dealings  with  mind  ;  cordials,  and  nourish- 
ment, are  out  *•  watch  word  when,  in 
fact,  under  its  aberrations  particularly,  these 
are  most  fatal  to  it. 

Paralysis  establishes  the  brain's  prece- 
dency in  the  economy,  and  enough  already 
has  been  said  to  demonstrate  the  amount 
and  degree  of  its  affection,  somewhat  under 
insanity.  The  practitioner,  therefore,  would 
do  well  to  bear  in  mind  the  predisposition 
of  brain  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  by  no 
means  to  content  himself  with  the  mere 
medicinal  treatment  6f  his  patient,  or  assur- 
edly he  will  fail  in  the  relief,  not  to  say  cure, 
of  his  malady. 

Our  object,  if  my  premises  be  at  all  cor- 
rect, is  fourfold  :  first,  to  make  less  blood, 
rather  than  busy  ourselves  about  the  local 
or  general  abstraction  of  it  from  the  patient. 
Secondly,  to  lower  the  temperature,  no  less 
than  the  vascularity,  of  the  brain.  Thirdly, 
to  correct  the  secretions  and  facilitate  the 
excretions  of  tho  alimentary  passages.  And, 
fourthly,  to  have  a  due  regard  to  the  qua- 
lity of  the  blood,  so  as  to  fit  it  for  tho  valued 
purposes  of  arterial  circulation,  for  which 
the  venous  is  by  no  means  adapted,  with- 
out previous  oxygenation.  Regarding  our 
first  position,  it  may  suffice  to  advert, 
briefly,  to  the  abuse  of  animal  food  and 
flour  meats,  from  whence  much  of  our  sus- 
tenance is  derived,  and  a  superabundance 
of  nutriment  obtained,  provided  especial  re- 
gard be  not  had  to  the  quantity  of  them. 
Animal  food  (the  red  meats  especially)  is 
well  known  to  afford  considerable  nourish- 
ment to  the  system,  and  hemorrhages  from 
the  nose  and  lungs,  in  early  life  particu- 
larly, are  consequent  upon  the  abuse  of 
it.  The  finer  preparations  of  wheat  nou- 
rish full  as  much,  but  stimulate  less,  con- 
sequently are  not  quite  so  prone  to  create 
that  extreme  excitement  of  the  blood-ves- 
sels, so  peculiarly  unfavourable  to  the  brain's 
function  and  organisation.  The  predisposed 
to  insanity,  therefore,  eught  to  indulge  spar- 
ingly in  animal  food,  and  have  regard  to  a 
freedom  of  bowels,  under  the  farinaceous. 
The  quantity,  indeed,  of  foods  and  drinks 
generally  demands  their  best  attention,  for 
it  is  better  to  obviate  plethora,  that  the 
brain,  under  predisposition,  might  not  suffer, 
either  by  the  accumulation  or  abstraction  of 
blood. 


Under  the  second  bead,  I  have  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  predisposed  to  the  habi- 
tual use,  or  abuse,  of  narcotics  and  strong 
drinks  ;  without  doubt  most  fertile  sources 
of  insanity :  a  volume  would  not  suffice  to 
portray  their  baneful  influence  upon  the 
brain,  nor,  another,  their  calamitous  e fleets 
over  the  heart  and  lungs,  to  say  nothing 
about  the  stomach,  liver,  or  intestinal  pus- 
sages.  I  affirm,  that  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
cases  of  periodical  or  recurrent  inaanity,  are 
brought  about  chiefly  by  the  abuse  of  nar- 
cotics and  strong  drink.  Inebriety  itself,  I 
would  characterise  as  specific  insanity,  re- 
quiring but  the  predisposition  of  braiu,  to 
which  1  have  alluded,  to  afford  pennaneucy 
to  it.  Without  strong  predisposition,  (call 
it  hereditary,  if  you  will,)  something  spe- 
cific is  required  to  act  upon  the  brain,  to 
produce  even  temporary  insanity  ;  the  con- 
firmed states  of  it  being  kept  up  by  a  per- 
manently deranged  circulation  of  brain. 
Hence  insanity  becomes  incurable,  without 
total  abstinence  from  narcotics  and  strong 
drinks.  Some  years  ago  an  industrious  arti- 
san gave  himself  up  to  inebriety,  and  became 
insane,  for  the  first  time  of  a  long  life  ;  I 
had  him  put  into  an  asylum,  restricted  from 
strong  drinks,  and  he  convalesced  speedily. 
Resuming  his  occupation,  and  abstaining 
from  liquors,  he  continued  well  for  a  series 
of  years  ;  but  of  late,  having  had  recourse  to 
them,  he  is,  at  this  momeut,  in  a  fair  way 
of  establishing  his  insanity.  His  brother, 
it  is  worthy  of  remark,  died  of  apoplexy, 
brought  on,  manifestly,  by  the  abuse  of 
strong  drink.  Had  leisure  and  space  per- 
mitted, I  could  have  illustrated,  to  an  almost 
indefinite  extent,  how  spirits,  habitually  in- 
dulged in,  foster  a  disposition  to  cerebral 
affection.  Not  a  word  more  about  tho 
soothing  influences  of  opium.  Know  we 
not,  that  the  repetition  of  narcotics  has  a 
powerful  disposition  to  derange  (yea,  and 
permanently,)  the  circulation  of  the  brain  ? 
consequently  those  important  functions  of 
the  system,  termed  involuntary,  on  which 
we  depend,  mainly  for  our  well-b*jing  and 
happiness?  The  cares  of  life  may  effect 
much  in  tbe  production  of  insanity ;  but  I 
affirm,  generally  speaking,  that  predisposi- 
tion of  braiu,  even  without  the  aid  of  nar- 
cotics and  strong  drinks,  will  fuil  to  give 
rise  to  insanity.  As  respects  our  third  po- 
sition, 1  would  inculcate  much  attention  on 
the  part  of  the  predisposed,  to  digestion  and 
excretion.  Since  physic  has  become  a  do- 
mestic pursuit,  control  over  our  patients 
is  really  out  of  the  question.  In  spite  of 
all  we  can  say  or  do,  they  bleed,  cup,  or 
leech  themselves  im providently  and  unmer- 
cifully, or,  as  a  substitute,  purge  unceasing- 
ly with  calomel,  jalap,  salts,  colocynth,  and 
aloes,  or,  perchance,  some  filthy  saline 
mineral  water  j  without  being  aware,  it 
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is  plain,  that  digestion  and  excretion  ore  i 
involuntary  powers;  and  that  functions  of 
such  vast  importance  in  the  economy,  were 
not  to  be  encroached  upon,  ever  and  anon, 
with  impunity.  Under  predisposition  to 
cerebral  affection,  mental  or  spasmodic, 
improvident  bleedings  and  purgings  prove 
alike  detrimental  to  the  system  ;  for,  by 
deranging  the  circulation  of  the  brain,  they 
foster  disposition  to  organic  affection — fatal, 
not  unoften,  to  life  itself.  We  ought  not  to 
bleed  at  all  without  the  most  urgent  neces- 
sity for  it,  bearing  in  mind  its  interference 
with  the  great  business  of  circulation.  Re- 
garding physic,  our  object  roust  be  to  esta- 
blish a  regularity  and  sufficiency  of  fecu- 
lent evacuation  daily,  by  alterative,  rather 
than  forced  and  drastic  measures,  correcting, 
at  the  same  time,  the  secretions  of  the  sto- 
mach and  liver,  with  a  view  to  the  perfec- 
tion of  digestion.  Hence  I  would  sug- 
gest the  value  of  bran  bread,  (if  pre- 
pared from  wheaten  meal,  with  the  whole 
of  its  bran  in  it,)  to  the  predisposed  to 
cerebral  affection,  highly  prone,  an  they 
generally  are,  to  constipation.  I  speak 
with  confidence  of  its  disposition  to  keep 
up  feculent  evacuation,  as  correcting  of  the 
secretions ;  the  pilul.  hydrarg.,  in  com- 
bination with  antimon.  fort.,  will  be  found  to 
prove  eminently  efficacious ;  regard  being 
had,  at  the  same  time,  to  keep  the  bowels 
soluble,  by  some  approved  saline  aperient, 
to  prevent  the  mercury  saturating  the  sys- 
tem. 1  advert,  finally,  to  the  disposition 
of  the  blood  to  be  venous,  rather  than  of 
arterial  character,  (opposed,  doubtless,  to 
the  well-being  of  the  brain,)  fostered  not  a 


which  derive  their  immediate  influence  from 

the  brain. 

The  predisposed,  then,  to  cerebral  affec- 
tion, whether  in  the  shape  of  insanity, 
epilepsy,  palsy,  or  apoplexy,  ought,  by 
night  and  by  day,  to  breathe  the  very  purest 
atmosphere,  as  well  as  in  a  temperature 
greatly  under  that  we  are  in  the  habit  of  in- 
dulging, in  more  refined  life.  1  speak  from  my 
own  personal  experience,  having  overcome 
a  predisposition  to  apoplexy  in  myself, 
which  the  late  Dr.  Gregory,  of  Edinburgh, 
of  acknowledged  eminence  in  his  profession, 
declared  to  be  irremediable.  The  predis- 
posed, also,  should  guard  against  vehement 
or  distressing  pasyons^or  ^hese  commit 
serious  ravages  upon  tti«  brain,  first,  by 
deranging  its  circulation,  and  eventually,  its 
organisation,  »I  take" leave,  seriously,  in 
conclusion,  to  awaken  the  attention  of  my 
professional  brethren,  to  the  momentous 
importance  of  a  due  regard  to  functional 
derangement,  seeing  that  the  organic  affec- 
tions of  vital  parts  but  "mock  our  toil,"  and 
set  both  regimen  and  medicine  at  defiance. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


We  regret  exceedingly  the  disappoint- 
ments complained  of  in  the  letters  from 
Edinburgh,  Liverpool,  Leeds,  Exeter,  aud 
other  places,  and  as  it  appears  that  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  weekly  periodicals  are  de- 
spatched from  London  by  the  coaches  on 
little  by  our  stimulant  living  and  refined  j  Fhiday'  we  wiU  endeavour  to  make  such 
domestic  habits,  which  consign  us  by  day,  ■"™B«m«»t»  as  shall  enable  us  to  resume 
as  well  as  by  night,  to  a  most  obnoxious  ]  {»e  publication  of  1  he  Lancet  on  that  day. 

j  It  tins  can  be  accomplished,  we  shall  cheer- 
fully incur  the  additional  labour  and  expe  nse 
which  must  necessarily  result.  At  alleveuta. 


atmosphere.  .In  an  essay,  recently,  on 
phthisis  pulmonalis,  I  have  demonstrated, 
it  is  presumed,  how  essential  is  the  purity  of 
the  surrounding  medium  to  the  circulation, 
and  consequently,  well-being  of  the  lungs. 
That  the  brain,  no  less  than  lungs,  suffers 
under  a  deteriorated  surrounding  atmos- 
phere, syncope  amply  testifies.  But  to  ren- 
der the  blood  to  circulate  throughout  the 
minuter  ramifications  of  the  brain,  it  must  be 
divested  of  its  venous  property,  i.e.  be  purely 
avtetial ;  and  this  can  only  be  effected  by 
means  of  the  oxygen  of  the  surrounding 
medium.  A  fertile  source  of  headach,  it 
would  seem,  little  imagined,  is  to  be  sought 
for  in  the  surrounding  atmosphere.  Such 
the  state  of  our  habitations,  of  association, 
and  repose,  which  to  ventilate,  by  night 
especially,  would  be  looked  upon  as  a  species 
of  temerity,  bordering,  I  had  almost  said, 
upon  insanity ! 

As  the  surrounding  medium  becomes 
deprived  of  its  oxygen,  we  experience,  in 
proportion,  a  diminution  of  those  faculties 


our  best  endeavours  shall  not  be  wanting,  to 
prepare  a  suflicient  number  of  the  Journal 
for  the  coach  pa  rcels  on  Friday  evening. 

J.  M.  will  perceive  that  we  have  omitted 
the  Table  of  Conteuts  in  the  present  Num- 
ber. 

We  believe  that  certificates  of  attend- 
ance on  the  surgical  practice  of  the  W  estern 
Hospital,  are  not  received  as  testimonials 
for  the  diploma  at  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons. 

We  have  been  favoured  by  Mr.  Braflsby 
Cooper  with  a  species  of  application,  which 
furnishes  a  comment  at  once  pathetic  and 
ludicrous,  on  the  morbid  state  of  his  feel- 
ings. We  almost  disdain  to  allude  to  this 
proceeding  ;  but  it  may  possihly  be  neces- 
sary to  make  some  observations  on  it  here- 
after. 

Orders  for  The  Lancet  may  be  sent  to 
our  Office.  J^s 
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Bv  ;i«ian«,  Gentlemen,  you  are  to  under- 
stand certain  instruments  which  are  intro- 
duced into  the  vagina,  with  a  view  of  sup- 
porting the  uterus,  the  bladder,  the  vagina 
itself,  and  the  parts  adjacent ;  and  of  these 
instruments  there  are  various  forms  and 
contrivances.  Of  the  different  kinds  of  pes- 
saries which  have  been  commended  to  use, 
the  principal  consist  of  the  ring  pessary,  the 
ball,  the  sponge,  and  the  pessary  which  is 
mounted  upon  a  stem. 

Ring  Peuary. — The  ring  pessary,  on  which 
I  shall  first  make  a  few  remarks,  consists  of 
a  circular  plane  of  various  material — silver, 
ivory,  caoutchouc,  or  box-wood,  for  exam- 
ple ;  thick  at  the  edges,  thinner  toward  the 
centre,  and  containing  a  central  aperture, 
being  large  enough  to  admit  the  point  of  the 
fore-finger ;  not  larger,  lest  the  uterus  should 
force  itself  through  the  opening,  and,  in 
that  way,  become  strangulated.  Of  these 
pessaries  the  accoucheur  is  to  be  provided 
With  a  succession,  consisting  of  different 
sizes,  rising  above  each  other  in  diameter ; 
and  when  he  is  about  to  introduce  the  in- 
strument, he  first  makes  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  vagina,  to  which  there  can  be  no 
objection,  as  it  is  necessary  for  him  to  in- 
terfere manually  with  the  part,  in  order  to 
introduce  the  instrument.  Having  effected 
this,  he  places  by  the  bed-side  some  three 
or  four  of  the  pessaries,  which  appear,  ou 
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comparison,  to  be  best  fitted  to  the  vagina; 
and  of  these  he  selects  one,  lubricates  it 
abundantly,  places  the  woman  either  in  the 
recumbent  posture,  or  else,  which  is  per- 
haps, on  the  whole,  fully  as  convenient,  (and 
more  agreeable  it  may  be  to  female  deli- 
cacy,) he  advises  her  to  take  position  upon 
the  left  side,  in  the  usual  obstetric  pos- 
ture. These  preliminaries  arranged,  he  lavs 
hold  of  the  pessary,  and  planting  it  in  the 
pudendal  entrance,  with  a  sort  of  rota- 
tory motion,  he  rolls  it  upwards  and  back- 
wards along  the  surface  of  the  sacrum  to- 
wards the  promontory  of  this  bone,  with 
as  little  force  and  compression  as  may  be; 
the  plane  of  the  instrument,  at  this  time, 
lying  parallel  with  the  sides  of  the  pelvis ; 
and  then,  when  he  has  reached  the  upper 
part  of  the  vagina,  he  places  the  plane  in 
apposition  with  the  mouth  of  the  uterus* 
which  then  rests  upon  it  as  on  a  shelf,  and 
thus  obtains  an  effectual  support.  These 
instruments,  however,  are  very  apt  to  turn 
edge-ways.  If  the  pessary  be  too  large, 
it  can  easily  be  removed  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  patient,  and  a  small  pessary  is  easily 
replaced,  when  necessary,  by  one  of  larger 
diameter.  When  you  pass  up  the  pessary, 
you  ought  to  tell  your  patient  that  the  first 
size  will  not,  perhaps,  prove  of  fit  measure 
for  the  vagina,  and  therefore  she  must  not 
be  disappointed,  should  a  change  become 
necessary.  To  remove  the  pessary  is  ex- 
ceedingly easy  ;  you  pass  the  finger  into  the 
vagina,  lay  it  in  the  central  aperture  of  the 
pessary,  and  then  roll  it  downward,  careful 
that  you  do  not  injure  the  vaginal  orifice. 
The  great  nicety  of  introduction  consists  in 
carrying  it  upwards  and  backwards,  and  not 
against  the  point  of  the  pubic  arch.  1  have 
said  you  are  to  carry  it  upwards  and  back- 
wards towards  the  promontory  of  the  sa- 
crum ;  because,  if  you  carry  it  directly  up- 
wards, you  will  occasion  a  great  deal  of  pain, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  the  instrument  can- 
not be  introduced,  as  it  must  fall  into 
collision  with  the  symphysis  pubis.  In  all 
women,  the  ring  pessary  may  be  employed  j 
it  is  an  excellent  form  of  pessary  for  general 
use,  but  for  married  women  it  is  more  espe- 
cially accommodated,  as  it  does  not  mato* 
rially  obstruct  the  vagina. 
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Ball  Pessary. — The  next  variety  of  pes- 
sary on  which  I  propose  to  comment  is  the 
ball— of  silver,  of  ivory,  of  box-wood,  of 
various  other  materials — but  box-wood  is,  in 
general,  preferred,.  By  th,e  turner  it  is  hol- 
lowed, in  order  to  make  it  lighter,  and,  at 
the  two  poles,  there  are  apertures  of  small 
size,  perhaps  the  more  numerous  the  better, 
to  allow  of  the  discharge  of  ihe  catamenia, 
provided  the  period  of  menstruation  be  not 
yet  passed.  With  this  instrument  should 
bp  connected  four  ties  of  strong  red  tape, 
for  example,  which,  by  giving  a  bearing, 
may  facilitate  its  abstraction  from  the  vagina. 
When  using  the  ball,  you  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided with  a  succession  of  three  or  four  difr 
fere nt  sizes  ;  then  placing  the  woman  as 
before,  either  recumbent  or  laterally,  the 
left  side  being  the  more  decorous  posture, 
and  the  instrument,  as  before,  being  placed 
in  the  vaginal  opening,  rail  it  upwards  and 
backwards  towards  the  promontory  of  the 
sacrum.  Some  little  pain  may  be  expected 
on  passing  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  but  the 
admission  of  the  instrument  becomes  more 
easy  as  itsdvances  along  the  canal,  for,  as  I 
formerly  observed  to  you,  the  vagina,  io  the 
upper  part,  is  often  far  more  capacious  than 
below.  If  you  wish  to  remove  this  instru- 
ment, this  may  be  done  by  laying  hold  of  the 
tape  and  drawing  down  ;  but  should  the  tape 

give  way  under  your  efforts,  what  axe  you 
ien  to  do  I  Why,  in  this  conjuncture,  you 
may  have  recourse  to  the  instrument  which 
I  here  show  you,  and  which  I  have  used  in 
the  Hospital,  to  be  managed  precisely  in 
the  same  manner  as  you  would  manage  the 
obstetric  forceps — the  blades  are  separable, 
like  those  of  the  obstetric  forceps ;  and  they 
are  to  be  applied  to  the  ball,  and  they  are 
afterwards  to  be  brought  into  operation,  in  the 
way  here  demonstrated,  by  which  method 
the  ball  may  be  more  easily  abstracted  than 
by  the  action  of  the  tape.  These  pessaries 
are  admirably  adapted  to  prevent  the  de- 
scent of  the  parts,  because  the  parts  get  a 
broad  bearing  upon  the  instrumeut,  which 
is  of  easy  introduction.  By  the  surgeon 
among  the  black  population  of  some  of  our 
plantations,  these  instruments  are  much 
employed.  Thompson,  of  Little  Windmill 
Street,  sells  a  pessary,  in  principle  like  the 
ball,  the  contrivance,  I  believe,  of  Mr. 
Pointer,  and  which  may  be  called  a  balloon 
pessary.  It  is  longer  in  one  diameter  than 
in  the  other.  It  consists  in  a  firm  tex- 
ture, of  a  sort  of  canvass,  covered  over 
with  common  Indian  robber.  This  instru- 
ment is  easily  introduced  aud  easily  re- 
moved. If  the  removal  be  obstructed,  all 
that  is  necessary  is  to  make  a  small  aper- 
ture in  the  instrument,  when  it  will  col- 
lapse, and  come  away  with  ease.  Thompson 
Tecommends  that  we  should  employ  the  glare 
of  eggs  for  its  lubrication,  in  preference  to 


oil,  which  1j  as  a  tendency  to  dissolve  the 

caoutchouc. 

Sponge  Pessary. — A  piece  of  sponge,  intro- 
duced into  the  vagina,  may  be  used  as  a 
pessary  ;  but  unless  judiciously  managed,  it 
operates  hut  badly,  because,  if  it  is  not 
well  fitted  in  size,  it  tends  to  dilate  like  a 
sponge  tent,  so  as  to  increase  the  original 
cause  of  the  disease  ;  but  if  the  capacity 
of  the  vagina  is  well  examined ,  and  the 
sponge  is  cut  down,  and  formed  into  the 
oviform  shape,  it  may  be  accommodated  to 
the  cavity,  and  may  be  used  in  those  cases 
more  especially,  where,  from  the  irritability 
of  the  parts,  the  pessaries  before  com- 
mended cannot  be  employed.  Dr.  Haighton 
was  partial  to  this  variety  of  pessary  (con- 
demned by  some,)  and  thought  that  he 
found  advantage  from  it.   He  recommended 
tapes  to  facilitate  its  removal,  and  was  of 
opinion  that  some  advantage  might  be  de- 
rived from  imbuing  the  instrument  daily, 
with  some  astriagent  lotion,  alum,  for  in- 
stance, the  strength  of  which  should  be 
gradually  increased.   With  three  or  four 
of  these  spongious  pessaries  the  patient 
ought  to  be  provided,  and  every  day  the  one 
that  has  been  in  use  should  be  removed,  to 
undergo  a  thorough  ablution ,  to  be  intro- 
duced on  some  future  day.    If  the  vagina 
be  prone  to  contraction,  the  pessary  may  be 
cut  smaller  and  smaller,  with  scissors.  Dr. 
Haighton  thought,  by  using  the  pessary  in 
this  way,  we  might  not  merely  support  the 
parts,  as  by  the  ordinary  instrument,  but 
that  we  might  reasonably  hope,  now  and 
then,  to  produoe  some  constriction  of  the 
vagina,  so  as  to  obtain,  perhaps,  a  radical 
cure  of  the  disease.  £afo 
Stem  Pessary.— There  is  yet  one  other 
variety  of  pessary,  which  is  sometimes 
used,  and  that  is  the  pessary  mounted  on  a 
stem,  of  which  there  are  different  kinds, 
for  a  ball,  a  ring,  or  any  foim  you  please, 
may  be  mounted  in  this  manner.    Of  the 
use  of  this  pessary,  I  have  seen  very  little, 
having  advised  it  only  in  one  or  two  in- 
stances, and  those  did  not  remain  under  my 
own  eye,  so  that  I  could  not  fully  observe 
the  result.  In  the  general,  1  know  that  stem 
pessaries  are  not  needed,  and  unless  needed 
they  should  not  be.  employed.    The  casea 
best  adapted  for  their  use,  are  those  ia 
which  the  perineum  is  torn  open,  or  in  which 
the  vagina  is  relaxed  extraordinarily,  inso- 
much that  no  ordinary  pessary  will  remain. 
Commonly,  by  the  sciatic  ligaments  alone,  a 
sufficient  support  is  given  to  the  pessary,  to 
the  ball  more  especially,  so  as  to  render  it 
unnecessary  to  employ  the  instrument  with  a 
stem  ;  cases,  however,  may  occur,  with  lace- 
ration of  the  perineum  especially,  in  which  a 
stem  pessary  may  be  usefully  employed,  and 
of  those  pessaries  there  are  different  forms. 
Of  the  different  kinds  of  stem  pessaries, 
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perhaps  one  of  the  best  is  tliat  recommended 
by  Dr.  Clarke,  and  which  I  would  Rdvise 
30u  to  essay.  In  using  this  pessary,  the 
patient  wears  a  bandage  round  the  hips,  and 
there  is  a  ball  for  the  vagina ;  dow  n  from 
the  bandage  in  front  there  is  a  stem,  or 
wand,  of  metal,  which  passes  between  the 
limbs  and  to  the  bandage  behind,  so  that 
this  stem  becomes  incurvated,  and  when 
properly  adjusted,  passes  between  the  limbs, 
has  a  bearing  in  the  line  of  the  pudendal 
opening,  and  lies  on  the  half,  describing 
a  line  along  its  inferior  hemi 


sphere, 


from 

pubes  to  coccyx,  so  aa  to  yield  it  an 
effectual   support ;  but  lest  the   pessary  j 
should  slide  out  on  the  one  side  or  the  J 
other,  displacing  the  wire  laterally,  there  j 
is  a  sort  of  staple  fired  in  the  instrument, : 
and  through  this  staple  it  is  that  the  wire  I 
passes.    Now  a  stem  pessary  of  this  kind  I  j 
hare  tried,  and  it  answered  very  well,  one 
inconvenience  excepted,  which  was,  that  in 
the  case  referred  to,  much  distress  was  oc- 
casioned inconsequence  of  the  softer  parts 
being  apt  to  get  between  the  iron  stem,  or 
wand,  and  the  staple,  causing  a  painful  com- 
pression, and  the  rather,  because  those  parts 
are  very  sensible. 

1  here  show  you  another  stem  pessary, 
imperfectly  formed,  but  which,  tried  on  a  • 
patient  of  this  Hospital,  lubouriug  under 
procidentia,  was  found  to  answer  very  well. ' 
It  consists  of  a  ball  elevated  upon  a  stem  of 
pewter,  and  the  ball  may  be  passed  up  to 
the  os  uteri,  the  stem  being  incurvated,  and  J 
brought  up  to  the  bandage  before  men- 
tioned,  and  fixed  there  at  a  proper  eleva-l 
tion  by  means  of  screw  and  socket.  Thisj 
stem  may  be  adjusted  in  two  ways,  being ! 
accommodated  to  the  bandage,  either  in  ( 
front,  ever  the  symphysis,  or  between  the  \ 
nates  behind.    The  great  advantage  of  this 
sort  of  pessaiy  is,  that  it  may  be  adjusted  to 
a  great  nicety,  to  the  liking  of  the  patient ; 
if  she  wishes  to  throw  it  higher  she  cau  do 
so  ;  if  she  wishes  to  lower  it,  this  may  be 
done  ;  and  if  she  is  uneasy  in  any  way,  she 
can  move  it  from  one  aide  to  the  other,  or 
bring  it  from  her  person  altogether  ;  all  this 
obsequiousness  depends,  mainly,  on  the  flexi-  i 
bility  of  the  stem,  which,  however,  is  so  j 
stiff,  that  while  it  obeys  your  pressure,  ill 
nevertheless  retains  the  curve  you  give  it,  j 
From  the  trial  given  to  this  instrument,  1  j 
have  reason  to  believe,  that,  on  the  whole, 
it  is  by  no  means  a  bad  one. 

General  Remarks  on  the  Use  of  Pessaries. — 
Whatever  pessary  you  use,  there  are  different 
modes  in  which  they  may  be  employed ;  and 
the  patient  may  wear  them  for  years  together, 
without  removal  during  the  whole  term ; 
for,  finding  the  part  well  supported  by  it, 
she  becomes  habituated  to  the  instrument, 
and  learns  at  length  to  bear  it  with  con- 
tentment ;  or,  again,  when  this  is  pre- 


ferred, the  pessary  may  be  employed  in  the 
daytime  ;  and  if  a  woman  is  tolerably  well, 
and  more  particularly  if  she  is  a  married 
woman,  it  may  be  better  to  wear  it  in  the 
daytime  only  ;  and  it  may  be  regularly  in- 
troduced in  the  morning,  and  regularly  re- 
moved in  the  evening,  like  a  part  of  the 
dress.  If  your  patients  are  wanting  in  in- 
telligence, having  more  heart  than  head, 
the  less  you  rely  upon  their  skill  the  better  ; 
and  I  should,  therefore,  certainly  prefer  the 
use  of  a  pessary,  to  be  left  for  months  to- 
gether. Where  pessaries  are  left  in  this 
manner,  however,  they  ought  to  be  watched  ; 
and  if  there  are  pains  and  discharges,  and 
other  alarming  symptoms,  which  may  ex- 
cite a  suspicion  that  some  other  disease  is 
forming,  the  instrument  must  be  abstracted, 
and  the  atate  of  the  parts  ought  to  be  in-' 
restigated  with  care.  In  auch  cases,  some- 
times the  vagina  is  become  inlamed  and 
irritated,  and  it  seems  not  injudicious  to 
confine  the  patient  afterwards  with  strict- 
ness for  a  few  weeks,  to  the  horizontal  pos- 
ture, as  there  is  a  reasonable  hope  that, 
under  all  this  action,  the  vagina  may  become 
constricted,  so  that  a  radical  curs  may  be 
obtained. 

The  sizes  of  the  pessaries  vary  with  the 
different  capacity  of  the  vagina,  and  soma 
may  require  a  larger  and  some  a  smaller 
pessary  ;  when  a  ball  pessary  is  to  be  used, 
the  siae  required  may  be  ascertained  by 
means  of  hard  eggs,  or  lemons,  an  instru- 
ment being  afterwards  chosen  accordingly. 
The  egg  itself,  designed  by  Nature  for 
tbe.«e  pans,  is  not  a  bad  pessary.  The  tale 
of  Leda  gives  us  classical  authority  for 
their  employment.  The  larger  pessaries  are 
proper  when  intended  to  be  of  permanent 
use  ;  the  smaller,  when  they  are  to  be  re- 
moved, like  apart  of  the  dress.  The  small- 
est pessary  which  will  support  the  parts 
is  the  best. 

In  the  general,  pessaries,  if  well  sdapted, 
may  remain  for  years  without  producing 
any  ill  effects;  bad  cousequences,  however, 
I  have  sometimes  seen,  and  the  following 
are  some  of  the  more  important— obstruc- 
tion of  the  bladder,  obstruction  of  the  rec- 
tum, bruises,  inflammations,  ulceration, 
thickenings ;  insomuch,  that  the  very  walk- 
ing of  the  patient  becomes  painful  to  her  ; 
by  ulceration,  the  rectum  has  been  laid  open 
into  the  vagina.  I  osee  saw  a  esse,  in 
which  a  very  large  pessary  had  been  in- 
troduced, the  rectum  opening  in  conse- 
quence ;  the  woman  died,  (I  had  almost  said 
happily,)  and  thus  became  relieved  from 
her  misery.  The  ball  pessary,  when  too 
large,  may  occasion  much  tumescence  and 
pruritus  of  the  parts  below,  just  within  the 
passage,  the  cause  of  which  may  uot  be  un- 
derstood ;  the  removal  of  the  instrument 
relieves  the  symptoms  at  once. 
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Ball  pessaries  are,  perhaps,  best  adapted 
to  the  unmarried ;  ring  pessaries  to  tbe  mar- 
ried ;  the  sponge  to  those  who  are  very  irri- 
table j  the  stem  to  those  cases  in  which  no 
other  form  of  pessary  will  remain  ;  larger 
pessaries  are  fit  for  permanent  use  :  pessa- 
ries used  in  the  day  only  should  be  smaller, 
the  smaller  the  pessary  the  better,  provided 
the  parts  are  duly  supported ;  a  compress 
and  bandage  will,  in  many  slighter  cases, 
supersede  Use  pessary  ;  the  same  contrivance 
may  be  a  useful  help  in  supporting  a  pes- 
sary. Pessaries  of  a  size  well  adjusted  to 
the  vagina  may  occasion  pain  during  the  first 
few  hours,  and  ought  not,  on  that  account, 
to  be  too  hastily  removed. 

Pessaries  are  very  excellent  remedies 
where  they  are  well  adjusted  to  the  parts ; 
but  Denman  has  remarked,  with  good  rea- 
son, that  many  women  lose  the  advantage  of 
the  instrument  because  of  their  impatience, 
or  because,  to  use  a  female  expression,  they 
become  fidgetty.  If  you  introduce  an  in- 
strument that  does  not  exactly  fit,  they  will 
not  allow  it  to  remain — they  will  not  allow 
another  to  be  tried— they  are  displeased,  and 
petulant,  and  child-like— for  there  ia  a  good 
deal  of  resemblance  between  the  temper  of 
women  and  children,  they  fall  into  a  pet, 
an*  as  we  can  hardly  forbear  petting  them, 
what  with  the  folly  of  the  patient  and  com- 
pliance of  the  surgeon,  my  lady-pouts,  and 
loses  her  advantage.  Now,  at  the  time  when 
you  propose  the  instrument,  you  had  better 
tell  your  patient,  at  once,  "  This  instrument 
is  really  an  excellent  contrivance,  but  I 
know  it  will  be  of  no  use  to  you."  «'  Of  no 
vte  to  me  1 — Of  no  use  to  me? — Why?" 
"  Why  1  why  because  you  will  not  allow  me 
to  try  it  sufficiently;  there  will  be  a  little 
trouble  attending  it,  and  I  know  you  will 
become  fidgetty,  fall  into  a  pet,  and  prevent 
a  fair  essay."  This  brightens  the  lady's  eye 
a  little,  gives  a  glow  to  the  complexion, 
raises  a  small  emotion  of  indignation,  and 
puts  her  on  her  mettle,  to  use  a  phrase  of 
the  manage;  her  heart  is  excellent  at  bot- 
tom, but  she  does  love  a  little  perversencss, 
and  is  determined  that  you  shall  prove  a 
pseudo-prophet;  and  thus,  thanks  to  your 
management,  and  a  taste  of  John  Abernethy, 
the  instrument  gels  fairly  tried.  A  squeeze 
of  the  lemon  hns  sometimes  a  very  agreeable 
flavour.  Recollect,  however,  that  even  the 
accomplished  Lady  Townly  occasionally  gave 
a  little  too  much. 


VERY  IMPORTANT. 

wDr.  Scudamorf.  has  been  appointed  Pri- 
vate Physician  to  the  Dukk  of  No hth um- 
ber land."  —  Mornbig  Herald.  Piivate! 
what  does  this  mean  1 
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Gentlemen, — The  serious  indisposition 
wliich  Mr.  Abernethy  has  lately  expe- 
rienced, has  left  him  entirely  incapable 
of  doing  that  which  he  was  extremely 
anxious  to  do,  namely,  fulfilling  his  pledge 
towards  you,  of  delivering  this  course  of 
lectures.  Hence  the  duty  has  devolved  on 
me,  at  a  very  short  notice,  of  endeavouring 
to  supply  his  place,  and  it  is  on  that  ac- 
count that  I  have  the  honour  of  appearing 
before  you  on  this  occasion. 

I  cannot  but  be  aware,  Gentlemen,  that 
I  am  subjecting  myself  to  a  very  disadvan- 
tageous comparison  with  one  whose  original 
views  and  great  power  of  observation  gave 
him  the  highest  professional  character,  even 
at  his  outset  in  life,  (great  applause,)  and 
led  him  to  those  philosophic  investigations 
of  disease  which  introduced  important  im- 
provements in  the  practice  of  surgery ;  with 
one  whose  unrivalled  excellence  as  a  teacher 
has  long  been  universally  acknowledged  ; 
and  who  has  thus  far  outstripped  his  contem- 
poraries, not  only  in  original  genius  and  the 
power  of  acquiring  knowledge,  but  in  the 
rare  talent  ot  communicating  the  knowledge 
thus  acquired  to  others  in  the  clearest  and 
most  agreeable  manner.  You  will,  I  am 
sure,  join  me  in  the  expression  of  an  earnest 
wish  for  his  recovery ;  and  in  the  hope 
that,  though  he  may  no  longer  be  able  to 
continue  his  useful  public  labours,  he  may 
still  enjoy  his  well-earned  fame  for  many 
years  of  tranquillity  and  retirement  in  the 
bosom  of  his  family. 

With  respect  to  the  present  course  of 
lectures,  I  must  appeal  to  your  indulgence, 
on  account  of  the  circumstance  I  have 
alluded  to — the  short  notice  at  which  I  have 
undertaken  them.  It  was  only  on  Saturday 
week,  Mr.  Abernethy  had  finally  made  up 
his  mind  to  relinquish  the  chair  he  had  so 
ably  filled.  I  cannot  say,  however,  that 
lecturing  is  altogether  new  to  me  ;  you  are 
probably  aware  that  I  have  before  delivered 
lectures  on  surgery,  but  it  was  under  cir- 
cumstances so  different  in  respect  to  their 
number  and  arrangement,  that  the  prepara- 
tions then  made  are  little  applicable  to  the 
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present  occasion.  I  shall  not,  however,  en- 1 
ter  into  any  further  apology,  hut  assure  yout 
that  as  far  as  time  and  circumstances  will 
permit,  every  endeavour  on  my  part  shall  be 
exercised,  to  render  the  present  lectures 
useful  to  you. 

Surgery,  Gentlemen,  considered  accord- 
ing to  the  derivation  of  the  word,  means 
manual  operations.  Galen,  speaking  of  the 
treatment  of  diseases,  divides  it  into  three 
parts,  according  as  it  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  diet,  by  remedies,  or  by  manual  opera* 
tion,  and  he  calls  these  respectively — die- 
tetics, pharmaceutica,  and  chirurgica. 

Thus  he  uses  the  word  surgery,  not  to 
denote  a  separate  science,  nor  a  distinct 
branch  of  practice,  but  merely  to  designate 
one  mode  of  treating  disease.  Custom  has 
allotted  to  the  care  of  the  surgeon  all  in- 
juries; most  external  diseases,  and  such  in- 
ternal ones  as  produce  changes  recognisable 
externally ;  operations,  and  all  cases  requir- 
ing their  performance.  Thus  surgery  is  a 
large  division  of  the  art  and  science  which 
relate  to  disease ;  if  that  science,  which  may 
be  called  in  one  word  medicine,  be  divided 
into  surgery  and  physic,  the  former  will  at 
least  equal  the  latter  in  extent  and  im- 
portance. 

My  conception,  Gentlemen,  of  a  course  of 
lectures  on  surgery  is,  that  it  should  em- 
brace what  I  have  stated  ;  but  1  must  in 
the  outset  of  this  course  apprise  you,  it  will 
not  correspond  to  the  sketch  which  I  have 
given.  I  stand  here,  Gentlemen,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Abernethy,  and  mean  to  follow 
that  course  which  he  has  adopted  ;  it  is  not 
my  object  to  form  a  plan  of  my  own.  Mr. 
Abernethy  has  delivered  in  this  theatre  the 
lectures  on  anatomy  and  surgery,  and  he  has 
been  accustomed  to  distribute  in  those 
courses,  various  subjects  in  the  way  he 
thought  it  would  he  convenient  for  you  to 
understand  them;  thus  he  has  placed  in 
the  anatomical  course  a  great  number  of 
subjects  which  would  have  been  properly  in- 
troduced in  the  surgical  course,  namely,  the 
diseases  of  bones,  the  accidents  incident  to 
them,  the  diseases  and  accidents  of  joints, 
surgical  operations,  and  all  the  cases  requir- 
ing them.  It  will  fall  to  the  lot  of  my  col- 
league, Mr.  Stanley,  who  has  the  charge  of 
the  anatomical  conrse,  to  trent  of  those  ob- 
jects I  hare  named  ;  I  shall  deliver  to  you 
in  the  surgical  course  what  I  have  to  say  on 
the'specific  part  allotted  to  it.  (Great  noise 
and  confusion,  in  consequence  of  the  crowded 
state  of  the  theatre.)  If,  Gentlemen,  1 
should  find  that  those  subjects  cannot  he 
treated  of  in  twolectuies  a  week,  according 
to  the  arrangement  of  Mr.  Abernethy,  1 
shall  fix  on  some  other  lime  that  may  be 
convenient  to  the  class,  for  delivering  a 
third  lecture  weekty,  taking  care  that  the 
whole  course  shall  bo  finished  at  the  period 


I  at  which  Mr.  Abernethy  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  conclude  it.  (Great  applause.) 
When  you  hear,  Gentlemen,  physic  and 
surgery  spoken  of  as  branches  of  medi- 
cine,— when  you  find  they  are  exercised  in 
many  instances  by  two  distinct  classes  of  per- 
sons, and  that  they  form  in  this  country  the 
provinces  of  two  distinct  incorporated  bodies, 
you  will  expect  to  find  that  there  are  some 
essential  distinctions  between  them  ;  this, 
however,  is  not  the  case,  the  distinction  is 
completely  arbitrary ;  it  originated  at  a  pe- 
riod of  barbarism  and  ignorance,  it  has  been 
upheld  by  deference  to  authority,  but  of  late 
years  it  has  been  fading  away  before  the 
light  of  reason,  and  appears  likely  altogether 
to  disappear  under  the  rapid  progress  of 
knowledge.  The  humau  body,  Gentlemen, 
as  you  must  all  be  aware,  physiologically 
speaking,  is  composed  of  a  great  number  of 
parts,  all  the  movements  and  designs  of 
which  are  subordinate  to  one  common  end, 
the  life  of  the  individual ;  there  is  one  source 
of  nutrition,  the  alimentary  canal ;  one  cen- 
tre of  circulation  and  nervous  energy ;  more- 
over, the  various  organs  are  brought  together, 
and  connected,  in  many  instances,  by  that 
which  appears  mysterious  to  us,  and  which 
is  denominated  sympathy.  None  of  the  parts 
composing  our  frame  act  separately,  each  is 
connected,  immediately  or  remotely,  with 
all  the  rest ;  you  could  form  no  idea  of  the 
utility  of  one  organ,  if  you  insulated  it  from 
the  rest,  any  more  than  you  could  estimate 
the  use  and  action  of  a  single  wheel,  or  lever, 
detached  from  a  watch,  or  a  steam-engine. 
Each  part  exercises,  it  is  true,  its  own  par- 
ticular office,-  but  that  office  is  subordinate, 
and  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  all  are  neces- 
sary for  the  natural  functions  of  the  body. 
The  causes  which  constitute  disease,  are 
seldom  to  be  found  in  the  affected  part  itself ; 
often  it  is  situated  in  a  part  of  the  system 
very  remote ;  for  instance,  in  a  person  labour* 
ing  under  gouty  inflammation  of  the  toe,  no 
cause  of  disease  could  be  ascribed  to  the 
part  itself,  but  on  examination  into  the  state 
of  the  individual,  it  has  been  found  to  ori- 
ginate in  a  disturbance  of  the  stomach,  and 
the  cure  of  the  disease  has  been  accomplish- 
ed by  directing  the  remedies  to  the  alimen- 
tary organs,  probably  without  any  applica- 
tion whatever  to  the  local  part.  An  indivi- 
dual may  have  a  toe,  or  finger,  paralysed, 
but  you  will  not  find  in  the  part  itself  the 
reason  why  it  is  in  such  a  state  ;  you  must 
examine  the  state  of  the  brain,  and  you  will 
lind,  perhaps,  changes  there  to  account  for 
the  disease.  The  cure,  then,  is  to  he  ac- 
complished by  means  directed  to  that  quar- 
ter. 

It  must,  Gentlemen,  be  the  first  business 
of  the  nWieal  student  to  make  himself 
acquainted  with  the  structure  of  the  human 
body,  and  with  the  actions  of  its  different 
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functions.  These  are  the  objects  of  the  two 
sciences  which  are  denominated  Anatomy 
and  Physiology.  He  proceeds  then  to  no- 
tice the  circumstances  under  which  diseases 
arise  ;  he  examines  the  organic  changes 
produced  after  death,  and  learns  to  conuect 
with  them  the  appropriate  external  signs  by 
which  the  disease  is  accompanied,  deriving, 
from  these  comparisons,  the  means  of  deter- 
mining the  exact  seat  of  disease,  and  of 
foretelling  its  course  and  termination.  This 
part  of  your  study.  Gentlemen,  is  what  is 
called  Morbid  Anatomy  and  Pathology. 
Morbid  Anatomv  is  opposed  to  Anatomy, 
Pathology  is  opposed  to  Physiology.  Pro- 
perly speaking,  Anatomy  regards  the  healthy 
structure,  Morbid  Anatomy  the  diseased 
one.  Physiology  regards  the  healthy  func- 
tions, Pathology  those  which  are  diseased. 
The  observer  is  now  prepared  to  apply  the 
external  agencies,  such  as  diet,  climate, 
exercise,  &c.  ;  the  outward  or  iuwatd  reme- 
dies, or  the  surgical  operations,  which  may 
be  necessary  to  remove  distase  and  restoie 
health.  These  last  circumstances  form  the 
subject  of  treatment,  or,  as  it  is  frequently 
called,  the  science  of  therapeutics,  and  it 
is  divided  mto  three  parts:  that  which  re- 
lates to  the  management  of  the  various 
external  influence  ;  that  which  has  re- 
ference to  internal  remedies  ;  and  the  other 
regards  operations  of  surgery.  To  My, 
Gentlemen,  that  there  is  an  essential  distinc- 
tion between  physic  and  surgery,  would  be 
to  assert  that  there  Were  two  kinds  of  pa- 
thology, and  that  the  internal  ami  external 
parts  of  the  body  are  to  be  treated  on  dis- 
tinct and  different  principles..  When  you 
reflect  that  the  primary  tissues  that  com- 
pose the  various  organs  of  the  body,  are  the 
same  throughout,  and  that  the  only  differ- 
ence arises  in  the  number  and  proportions 
of  those  tissues,  you  will  perceive  that  the 
position  of  the  organs  in  the  body  will  make 
no  essential  alteration  in  the  treatment.  It 
may,  perhaps,  vary  the  mode  in  which 
it  is  to  be  carried  into  force,  because  various 
local  applications  may  be  made  to  the  exter- 
nal, which  cannot  to  the  internal,  parts.  The 
principles  of  pathology,  therefore,  are  ge- 
neral, they  are  common  to  all  parts  of  the 
healing  art,  and  therefore  they  must  be 
common  to  the  physician  and  the  surgeon. 
We  ma}-,  therefore,  entirely  agree  in  what 
Mr.  Abernethy  has  said,  tliat  surgery  and 
medicine  are  one  and  indivisible.  Mo 
single  branch  of  medicine  can  be  well  prac- 
tised, except  by  individuals  who  huve  care- 
fully studied  the  whole.  As  to  external  and 
internal  treatment,  by  those  who  have  been 
anxious  to  uphold  the  distinction  of  physic 
and  surgery,  various  views  have  been  taken 
of  the  ground  on  which  it  ought  to  rest,  but 
that  which  has  obtained  the  most  general 
currency,  gives  to  the  surgeon  the  treatment 


of  external  diseases,  and  internal  to  the 
physician.    Unfortunately  for  this  propo- 
sition,  nature  has  so  connected  the  ex- 
terior and   interior  of  our  frame,  as  to 
render  it  extremely  difficult  to  sav  where 
one  terminates  and  the  other  begins,  be- 
cause she  has  directed  that  they  shall  both 
obey  the  same  physiological  laws.  Who 
shall  s  iy  how  deep  the  exterior  of  the  frame 
extends  ;  how  far  the  province  of  the  surgeon 
is  to  ro  ;  what  is  the  boundary  of  the  in- 
ternal cavities  of  the  external  outlets  ;  those 
lined  with  mucous  membrane,  for  instance, 
and  so  on  s    In  what  manner  is  it  to  be  de- 
termined in  such  cases,  whether  the  disease 
belongs  to  the  physician  or  the  surgeon? 
Polypus  of  the  nose  is  considered  a  disease 
of  a  surgical  character,  while  a  catarrh  of 
the  same  part   falls  to  the   care  of  the 
physician.     Inflammation  of  the  throat, 
arising  from  syphilis,  is  the  surgeon's  dis- 
ease ;  catarrhal  inflammation    the  physi- 
cian's. It  is,  therefore,  mere  matter  of  choice 
whether  s  particular  disease  belongs  to  the 
surgeon  or  physician.    In  fact,  to  me  it  ap- 
pears n  kind  of  neutral-ground,  on  which 
each  (tarty  seizes  on   what  he  can  get. 
(Laughter.)  The  affections  of  the  bones  and 
joints  have  been  given  to  the  surgeon,  yet 
these  parts  can  hardly  be  called  external. 
The  esse  of  hernia,  for  instance,  is  under  the 
surgeon's  care  ;  here  there  is  an  external 
swelling,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  produced  by 
internal  causes,  and  it  cannot  but  be  clearly 
seen,  that  external  diseases  are  produced 
by  various  internal  causes,  as  erysipelas, 
gout,  and  so  on.    Again,  many  internal  dis- 
eases are  produced  from  external  causes,  as 
rheumatic  and  catarrhal  affections,  brought 
on  by  exposure  to  cold.    The  eye  has  been 
regarded  as  an  external  part,  and  as  such  has 
been  placed  under  the  care  of  the  surgeon ,  yet 
there  is  no  organ  of  the  body  that  is  subject  to 
so  great  a  number  of  diseases,  and  no  organ 
in  which  those  diseases  require  a  greater 
knowledge  of  all  the  principles  to  be  de- 
rived from  general  pathology  and  thera- 
peutics.   It  contains  mucous,  serous,  and 
fibrous  membranes  ;  it  is  subject  to  be  affect- 
ed by  almost  every  disease  to  which  the  hu- 
man frame  is  liable;  it  suffers  in  small-pox, 
measles,  scarlet  fever,  and  mauy  other*.  It 
is  liable  to  he  attacked  by  scrofulous  and 
syphilitic  inflammation.    If,  therefore,  an 
organ  so  various  and  complex  in  its  struc- 
ture, can  be  safely  committed  to  the  care  of 
the  surgeon,  1  am  at  a  loss  to  know  why 
there  should  be  any  distinction  whatever 
between  the  surgeon  aad  the  physician.  If 
there  be  no  distinction,  it  would  be.  vain  to 
establish  separate  professorships  of  patho- 
logy and  physiology.    Writers  and  lec- 
turers cannot  make  a  distinction,  and  so  we 
find  the  same  diseases  are  considered  and 
comprehended  in  the  writings  of  both,  and 
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treated  by  them  on  the  same  general  prin- 
ciples. Some  authors,  it  is  true,  hare  made 
a  distinction  between  local  and  general  dis- 
ease, and  have  been  inclined  to  assign  the 
former  to  the  surgeon,  the  latter  to  the  phy- 
sician. We  shall  find  that  there  are  few 
diseases  strictly  local,  that  is,  where  the 
cause  has  been  applied  to  the  part  itself, 
and  the  influence  of  the  disease,  sswell  as 
the  treatment,  do  not  go  beyond  it :  a  wart 
or  a  com  may  be  an  instance  of  the  kind. 
(Loud  laughter.)  Although  we  talk  of  ge- 
neral diseases,  there  are  none  which  are 
strictly  so.  Several  parts  may  be  affected  in 
an  eqnal  degree  ;  but  even  in  those  cases 
called  fevers,  we  6nd  that  some  particular 
organ  is  the  origin  of  the  disease,  and  the 
various  derangement*  that  make  up  the 
a  flection,  have  reference  to  its  source. — 
Some  persons  regard  surgery  as  the  art  of 
operating,  and  regard  operations  and  manual 
proceedings  as  the  piovincc  of  the  surgeon. 
According  to  this  notion,  the  important  dis- 
tinction between  physic  and  surgery  would 
rest,  not  on  any  essential  difference  in  the 
causes,  nature,  or  seat  of  disease,  nor  in  the 
principles  of  treatment,  but  on  the  acciden- 
tal, and  often  varying,  circumstance  of  the 
mode  in  which  those  principles  are  to  be 
carried  into  effect.  What  shall  we  do  with 
the  cases,  in  which  both  internal  remedies 
and  manual  proceedings  are  necessary,  as  in 
a  large  proportion  of  inflammations  t  It  is 
often  a  mere  question  of  degree,  whether 
the  former  alone  will  accomplish  the  pur* 
pose,  or  whether  both  may  be  necessary. 
If  it  be  meant  to  confine  surgery  merely  to 
a  mechanical  department  of  the  healing  art, 
I,  for  one,  must  enter  my  strongest  protest 
against  such  an  arrangement.  1  should  really 
feel  myself  degraded,  by  exercising  such  bar- 
ber surgery.  If  this  kind  of  arrangement  were 
carried  into  effect— if  our  profession  were 
reduced  to  such  a  stste— there  would  be 
little  inducement,  indeed,  for  us  to  investi- 
gate its  scientific  principles,  and  we  migltt 
put  aside  the  study  of  anatomy  and  phy- 
siology altogether.  I  believe  if  such  were 
the  case,  our  profession  would  soon  dege- 
nerate again  into  the  hands  of  its  original 
founders,  the  barbers. 

Considering  the  matter  historically,  1 
cannot  deny  that  surgery  originally  consist- 
ed of  this  limited,  mechanical,  and  subordi- 
nate department,  which  was  exercised  by 
the  permission,  and  under  the  direction  of 
physicians.  But  surgeons  have  long  eman- 
cipated themselves  from  this  degrading 
bondage,  and  I  trust  tliat  tliey  will  never  be 
mean  enough  to  submit  again  to  such  igno- 
minious trammels.  ( Loud  cheers.)  They 
have  cultivated,  with  ardour  and  success, 
the  scientific  principles  of*  their  art ;  they 
mar  appeal  to  the  recent  rapid  progress  of 
surgery,  to  the  station  which  it  has  attained, 


and  the  rate  at  which  it  still  advances,  1b 

proof  that  its  claim  on  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  anr  other 
department  of  the  healing  art.  Lector* 
ing,  Gentlemen,  in  this  place,  I  would  not 
omit  to  mention  the  name  of  the  illus- 
trious Pott.  Although  he  was  equally  cele- 
brated as  a  practitioner  and  medical  writer, 
his  merits  have  been  thrown  into  the  shade 
by  his  contemporary  and  rival,  John  Hun- 
|  ter.  When  we  contemplate  this  extraordi- 
nary man,  we  are  at  a  loss  which  most  to 
admire,  his  great  and  original  genius,  or  his 
industry.  For  although  the  novelty  of  his 
views,  his  searching  glance  into  the  Struc- 
ture and  actions  of  all  animated  beings,  and 
the  splendour  of  his  discoveries  strike  ot 
with  astonishment ;  we  are  lost  in  admira* 
tion  on  entering  his  musenm,  and  can 
scarcely  believe  that  this  splendid  menu- 
ment  of  science  and  industry,  eonld  have 
owed  its  existence  to  the  mind  and  labours 
of  one  man.  May  we  not  add  to  these 
names  that  of  a  kindred  spirit,  who  entered 
with  ardour  in  the  path  traced  out  by  his 
great  predecessors,  and  followed  it  up  into 
new  regions  of  speculative  and  practical 
improvement — I  mean  the  founder  of  thia 
school— Mr.  Abernethy.  (Loud  applause.) 
In  France  we  may  allude  to  the  many  emi- 
nent men  who  have  reflected  honour  on  their 
country  in  the  course  of  the  last  century,  to 
the  members  of  the  Academy  of  Surgery ;  to 
I)e8sault,  and  his  pupil  Bichat ;  to  Beyer, 
and  Dupuytren.  In  Germany,  the  name  of 
Richter  will  always  be  looked  up  to  with 
respect.  We  ought  not,  Gentlemen,  to  omit 
noticing  Beer,  of  Vienna,  so  great  in  the 
annals  of  ophthalmic  medicine.  The  name 
of  Scarpa,  in  Italy,  is  also  calculated  to  pro- 
duce great  interest  in  every  medical  breast. 

The  attempt,  however,  Gentlemen*  to  re- 
duce surgery  to  its  ancient  limits,  to  brins; 
it  back  to  the  art  of  plasters,  bandages, 
bleeding,  tooth-drawiug,  and  the  like,  which 
composed  nearly  its  whole  encyclopmdia 
in  the  venerable  limes  of  barber  surgery,  if  it 
could  be  carried  into  effect,  would  be  highly 
detrimental  to  the  public,  and  injurious  to 
our  profession  ;  the  proposal  cornea  a  cen- 
tury or  two  too  late.  In  those  serious 
cases,  Gentlemen,  iu  which  local  injury  or 
disease  is  attended  with  general  symptoms, 
as  in  compound  fracture  attended  with  fever, 
in  erysipelas  or  strangulated  hernia,  it  is  - 
necessary  for  the  individual  to  be  attended 
by  a  person  who  understands  the  case  in  all 
its  bearings.  It  matters  not  whether  he  be- 
longs  to  this  college  or  to  that,  or  whether  he 
belongs  to  any  college  at  all,  this  deserves 
much  less  consideration  than  that  important 
one  which  requires  the  individual  to  have 
a  competent  knowledge  of  the  case.  The 
confidence  which  persons  are  inclined  to 
repose  under  such  circumstances,  in  what 
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they  call  a  combination  of  talent  is  falla- 
cious, if  the  combination  consist  of  a  sur- 
geon ignorant  of  the  general,  and  a  phy- 
sician who  knows  nothing  of  the  local, 
management. 

,  While  I  am  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, Gentlemen,  I  may  observe  that  the 
mere  performance  of  operations  is  the  Uati 
important  part  of  the  surgeon's  duty.  To 
judge  whether  or  not  the  disease  is  cura- 
ble by  other  means  ;  to  determine  whe- 
ther an  operation  is  advisable,  or  not ;  to 
ascertsin  the  time  when  the  operation  be- 
comes necessary  ;  to  prepare  the  patient  for 
it,  and  to  manage  the  case  judiciously  after, 
wards, — are  points,  if  not  of  greater,  at  least 
of  equal  importance.  I  do  not,  Gentlemen, 
mean  to  speak  lightly  of  this  branch  of  our 
profession ;  on  the  contrary,  you  must 
cultivate  with  great  care  this  important 
part  of  surgery.  I  would  never  advise 
you  to  operate  on  the  living  subject  till 
you  have  done  so  on  the  dead.  It  is,  in- 
deed, a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  perform- 
ance of  surgical  operations  constitutes  the 
principal  part  of  the  duty  of  any  surgeon. 
It  is  the  great  boast  of  modern  surgery  to 
have  diminished,  in  a  very  remarkable  de- 
gree, the  number  of  operations  ;  and  I  am 
within  truth  when  I  assert  to  you,  that  the 
number  operated  upon  at  this  hospital,  is 
less,  at  least  by  half,  than  it  was  five-and- 
twenty  years  ago  ;  the  important  difference 
to  which  I  allude,  is  owing  to  the  improved 
knowledge  and  treatment  of  the  diseases, 
acquired  from  the  pathological  and  practical 
researches  of  surgeons.  Whatever  course 
we  take,  we  arrive  at  the  same  conclusion, 
that  there  is  no  natural  distinction  between 
physic  and  surgery,  they  are  closely  con- 
nected together,  they  are  parts  of  one  and 
the  same  science  aud  art,  the  principles  are 
the  same  in  both,  and  the  same  method  must 
be  followed,  because  both  have  the  same 
end  to  accomplish.  Thus,  the  separation 
of  physic  and  surgery  is  purely  artificial ; 
they  are  distinguishable  upon  no  fixed  prin- 
ciple, they  are  intended  to  apply  to  the 
study,  not  to  the  practice,  of  our  profession. 
The  several  parts  of  the  medicsl  art  eluci- 
date each  other ;  and  he  who  confines  his 
attention  to  one  branch,  cannot  thoroughly 
understand  it  without  hnving  a  knowledge 
of  the  others.  Proceeding  in  the  natural 
order,  the  pupil  will  first  turn  his  attention 
to  the  study  of  the  external  affections  of 
the  human  frame,  then  to  the  internal.  In 
the  former,  the  origin,  progress,  termina- 
tion, and  effects  of  the  disease  are  obvious 
to  the  senses  ;  the  clear  evidence  derived 
from  such  a  source  must  be  applied  by  ana- 
logy to  the  more  obscure  affections  of  in- 
ternal organs.  The  physician,  therefore, 
must  commence  his  study  of  the  profession 
by  attention  to  surgery ;  when  he  has 


done  so,  he  makes  himself  master  of  his 

art,  and  is  enabled  to  prescribe  a  remedy  for 
disease.    If,  then,  this  be  the  case,  is  it 
not  most  surprising  that  the  great  body  at 
the  head  of  this  department  of  our  science, 
should  make  it  one  of  its  rules,  that  it  will 
not  admit  a  party  to  become  one  of  its  mem- 
bers, if  he  belong  to  any  surgical  body  1  I 
should  advise  the  College  of  Surgeons  to 
adopt  a  rule  exactly  the  reverse  of  this, 
and  to  make  it  imperative  on  all  who  pre- 
sent themselves  before  them,  to  make  them- 
selves well  acquainted  with  medicine,  The 
views  I  bsve  stated  to  you  have  been  recog- 
nised and  introduced  in  France,  Germany, 
and  the  United  States  of  America.    In  all 
these  countries,  the  division  between  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  has  been,  in  great  mea- 
sure, abolished;  they  have  all  to  go  through  the 
same  study  and  the  same  examinations,  and 
they  receive  the  same  kind  of  diploma  ;  and 
with  that  diploma  (which,  by  the  way,  gives 
one  as  well  as  the  other  the  title  of  doctor) 
they  may  apply  themselves  to  any  part  of 
the  healing  art  they  think  proper. — I  have 
but  few  words  to  address  to  you,  Gentle- 
men, respecting  the  mode  of  study.  Need 
I  tell  you,  that  anatomy  and  physiology  are 
the  great  groundworks  of  medical  science  ? 
N'o  one  would  think  of  repairing  a  clock  or 
a  watch  who  was  not  well  versed  with  all  its 
parts,  its  movements,  and  its  connexions ; 
the  same  with  respect  to  the  human  body;  no 
person  is  able  to  cure  its  different  diseases, 
without  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  struc- 
ture of  the  whole.    Yet,  Gentlemen,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  that  we  see  persons  constantly 
attempting  to  palliate  disorders  incident  to 
the  human  frame,  who  have  but  a  slight 
knowledge,  or,  perhaps,  are  totally  ignorant 
of  its  anatomy.    Not  only  are  anatomy 
and  physiology  the  groundwork  of  medi- 
cal science,  but  a  correct  knowledge  of  ana- 
tomy is  absolutely  necessary  and  essential 
to  the  surgeon,  in  the  ordinary  exercise  of 
his  daily  duties,  to  enable  him  to  discover 
the  exact  seat  of  disease,  the  extent  and 
nature  of  injury  in  fracture  and  disloca- 
tion, wounds  of  blood-vessels,  and  other 
internal  parts,  and  also  in  the  case  of  all 
surgical  operations.    Your  study  of  ana- 
tomy should  comprehend  the  whole  human 
fnnne  ;  no  part  can  be  excepted,  unless,  in- 
deed, there  be  some  parts  on  which  you 
never  can  be  called  to  operate  ;  some  parts 
which  can  never  lie  liable  to  accident ;  some 
parts  which  never  can  be  affected  by  disease. 
You  will  never  think,  I  trust,  of  calculating 
with  how  small  a  pottiou  of  anatomical 
knowledge  you  may  be  enabled  to  carry  on  the 
trade  of  your  profession  ;  you  will  be  aware, 
that  a  thorough  knowledge  of  anatomy  is  the 
groundwork  of  a  good  surgeon.  With  respect 
to  operations,  they  may,  perhaps,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  be  reduced  to  mechauical  rules; 
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consider,  however,  if  any  unforeseen  cireum- 
Btunce  should  occur,  that  will  cause  any  rule 
to  be  abortive — and  such  things  will  some- 
times li a ppen— consider  what  must  be  the 
confusion,  the  fear,  and  disgrace  attendant 
on  an  ignorant  operator.    In  any  operation 
vou  have  to  perform,  unless  the  knife  is 
guided  by  anatomical  knowledge,  consider 
the  risk  of  the  patient,  and  that  of  yourself, 
as  the  operator.  I  hope,  at  the  same  time,  you 
will  never  plunge  the  knife  into  the  body  of  a 
fellow-creature,  without  being  aware  of  the 
object  you  have  in  view,  without  knowing 
where  you  may  go  with  safety,  and  where 
danger  begins.   The  knowledge  of  anatomy, 
however,  does  not  teach  you  that  of  disease ; 
you  may  be  perfectly  aware  of  the  whole 
human  structure,  and  yet  ignorant  of  dis- 
ease.  The  question  then  is,  how  are  you 
to  be  taught  this?  Not  by  lectures  or  writ- 
ings; no,  you  must  study  them  in  the  great 
book  of  Mature,  that  wide  and  ample  field. 
Lectures  and  books  are,  in  many  instances, 
useful,  but  of  secondary  importance,  in  com- 
parison with  the  observation  of  disease.  Do 
you  imagine  that  a  carpenter,  or  watch- 
maker, would  think  of  learning  his  trade 
from  lectures?    No;  he  provides  himself 
with  materials  and  tools,  then  he  examines 
the  production  of  which  he  is  required  to 
furnish  a  copy,  and  sets  to  work  accordingly. 
Do  you  suppose,  if  several  eminent  watch- 
makers were  to  examine  a  young  watch- 
maker, who  applied  for   a  watch-making 
diploma,  do  you  imagine  that  they  would  re- 
quire a  certificate  from  him  of  having  attend- 
ed so  many  lectures  on  watch-making  ?  (Loud 
laughter.)  To  know  disease,  then,  you  must 
see,  watch,  and  closely  examine  patients. 
You  must  observe  the  altered  functions 
during  life,  and  explore,  after  death,  the 
changes  produced  in  the  organisation  by 
disease.   Here  your  knowledge  of  anatomy 
and  physiology  will  be  of  the  greatest 
service  to  you.    How  are  you  to  judge 
of  the  distinctions  of  disease  and  health, 
unless  you  arc  acquainted  with  the  healthy 
functions  of  the  body?     A  large  hospi- 
tal,  Gentlemen,  is  undoubtedly  the  best 
place  for  studying  disease ;  the  congre- 
gation of  human  in6rmities,  brought  toge- 
ther in  such  an  establishment,  affords  you 
opportunities  of  observation  which  will  en- 
able you  to  make  yourselves  masters  of  dis- 
ease.   Clinical  instruction,  under  a  well- 
informed  teacher,  is,  peihnps,  the  best  me- 
thod that  can  be  adopted  of  acquiring  this 
inestimable  art ;  facts  are,  by  tin's  means, 
brought  home  to  the  senses ;  ami  what  makes 
the  stronger  impression  is,  that  tlie  know- 
ledge which  you  thus  obtain  is  all  derived 
from  Nature.  It  prevents  the  student  specu- 
lating, and  keeps  him  to  plain  matter  of  fact. 
1  may  say,  indeed,  the  impoitance  of  lec- 
tures has  been  overrated,  and  the  regulation  j 


of  our  public  bodiei,  which  requires  the 
exhibition  of  certificates  of  having  attended 
certain  courses  of  lectures,  as  a  criterion  of 
ability,  has  tended  to  keep  up  the  delusion. 
Lecturers  and  writers  have  too  often  copied 
each  other,  instead  of  referring  to  the  foun- 
tain of  knowledge ;  we  cannot,  therefore, 
be  surprised,  that  they  often  mislead  and 
deceive.    A  course  of  lectures  contains  a 
general,  but  not  a  minute  exposition  of  the 
subject ;  they  would  become  quite  weari- 
some, if  it  was  attempted  to  go  into  all 
the  various  descriptions  of  every  minute 
part  of  the  human  frame.    1  beg  to  exhort 
you  to  conduct  your  study  of  medicine, 
whether  in  nature,  books,  lectures,  or  in 
any  other  way,  so  as  to  embrace  the  whole 
of  the  science.   To  those  of  you,  who  are  to 
be  general  practitioners,  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  say  that  this  will  be  of  the  ut- 
most consequence  ;  for  the  greater  number 
of  cases  you  will  have  to  deal  with,  will 
bear  little  or  no  resemblance  to  each  other, 
and  therefore  will  require  a  diversity  of 
knowledge  to  treat  them.   Those,  also,  who 
mean  to  practise  surgery  only,  such  I  sup- 
pose as  would  wish  to  be  denominated  pure 
surgeons,  as  a  mark  of  superior  dignity, 
would  not,  I  think,  be  willing  that,  in  their 
higher  situation  and  rank  in  the  profession # 
their  portion  of  knowledge  should  be  more 
limited  than  that  of  the  general  practitioner. 
An  eminent  surgeon  will  be  continually  con- 
sulted in  cases  of  obscurity,  difficulty,  and 
emergency.    What  will  be  thought  of  him, 
if  he  should  be  obliged  to  say  that  he  has 
not  studied  this  part,  that  he  is  ignorant  of 
that ;  that,  for  a  third,  a  physician  or  an 
apothecary  ought  to  be  consulted?  Will 
he  allow  it  to  be  said,  that  he  is  not  compe- 
tent to  the  management  of  a  surgical  case  in 
all  its  parts,  and  that  he  requires  some  one 
else  to  help  him  through,  even  in  matters 
belonging  to  hisown  branch  of  the  profession? 
With  respect  to  books,  I  should  recommend 
those  commencing  the  study  of  surgery,  not 
to  trouble  themselves  with  many  of  them, 
your  attention  should  be  rather  given  to  the 
observance  of  things  than  to  much  inter- 
course with  medical  authors.   Much  good  is 
certainly  not  derived  from  studying  various 
books;  the  elementary  works  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Cooper  are  all,  perhaps  that  would  be 
necessary  ;  his  dictionary,  I  may  say,  is 
almost  a  medical  library  in  itself ;  it  con- 
tains knowledge  extracted  from  the  works 
of  various  authors,  compiled  and  arranged  in 
a  very  scientific  manner.    You  may,  if  you 
please,  extend  your  study  to  the  writings 
of  Mr.  Pott;  to  those  of  Mr.  Abernethy  ; 
more  particularly  his  work  on  the  Consti- 
tutional Origin  and  Treatment  of  Local 
Diseases  ;  and  also  to  those  of  John  Huu- 
ter.    With  respect,  however,  to  the  lat- 
ter, I  cannot' well  recommend  him  to  be- 
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ginners;  his  great  work  was  not  prepared 

for  the  pre  as  by  himself,  it  was  posthumous, 
'  and,  taken  altogether,  he  was  by  no  means 
a  happy  writer.  With  reference  to  the 
works  of  foreign  authors,  I  cannot  omit  to 
notice  that  of  the  venerable  Boyer.  His 
Trait6  des  Maladies  Chirurgicales,  not  only 
embodies  the  experience  of  a  long  life,  but 
represents  the  present  state  of  surgical 
knowledge  and  practice  in  France  ;  indeed, 
you  will  find  a  great  number  of  very  valuable 
productions  issuing  from  the  French  press. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  allow  me  to 
impress  upon  your  minds,  the  serious  nature 
of  the  studies  you  are  now  occupied  upon, 
and  to  exhort  you  to  employ  most  diligently 
the  short,  I  may,  perhaps,  call  it  too  short, 
period  of  time,  that  you  have  to  devote  to 
the  purpose  of  rendering  you  able  to  take 
upon  yourselves  the  active  duties  of  your 
profession.  The  study  of  medicine,  Gen- 
tlemen, is  a  most  arduous  undertaking,  and 
it  would  occupy  persons  of  great  mind  and 
shining  talents  many  years  to  master  it,  and 
to  bring  up  their  knowledge  to  the  present 
state  of  science.  It  is,  however,  a  salutary 
and  pleasing  exercise  of  the  mind,  while  the 
practice  of  the  profession  calls  forth  all  the 
better  feelings  of  our  nature.  In  some  re* 
spects,  we  enjoy  peculiar  advantages  ;  we 
are  employed  in  the  study  and  contempla- 
tion of  nature,  and  the  investigation  of  truth. 
We  are  not  called  upon  to  defend  doctrines 
or  systems,  nor  to  uphold  any  particular  set 
of  opinions.  We  have  no  interests  at  vari- 
ance with  those  of  the  community.  In  pro- 
fessional intercourse  with  our  fellow-cren- 
turea,  we  are  known  only  as  instruments  of 
good  ;  as  the  means  of  restoring  or  securing 
health,  the  greatest  of  blessings — of  alle- 
viating or  reinoviug  pain  and  sickness,  the 
greatest  of  evils,  and  in  soothing  the  acute 
anguish  which  relations  and  friends  feel  for 
each  other.  Not  only  the  happiness  or 
misery  of  life,  but  the  very  question  of  life 
and  death,  often  hangs  on  our  judgment  and 
exertions.  Think  of  the  responsibility  be- 
longing to  those  decisions,  on  which  it  will 
depend,  whether  a  beloved  husband  or  wife 
shall  be  saved ;  whether  children  shall  be 
restored  to  their  anxious  parents,  or  parents 
be  preserved  for  the  benefit  of  their  off- 
spring. I  trust  that,  bearing  in  mind  the 
serious  nature  of  these  duties,  you  will 
eagerly  embrace  every  opportunity  of  gain- 
iug  that  knowledge  which  will  quality  you 
for  discharging  them  effectively.  You  will 
thus  become  respected  members  of  an 
honourable  profession,  and  you  will  prej  are 
for  yourselves,  in  the  decline  of  life,  the 
sweetest  of  all  rewards,  the  retrospect  of  la- 
bours devoted  to  the  good  of  others. 

[Mr.  Lawrence  then  retired  from  the  the- 
atre amidst  the  loudest  shouts  of  applause.] 
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TREATED  BY  TYINO  THE  CAROTID. 

By  M.  Arbndt,      St.  PeterAurg k. 

I  wan  Kavalonoff,  r  middle-aged  man, 
of  a  very  robust  constitution,  had  a  njevus 
over  the  right  eye-lid,  which  gradually  in- 
creased to  the  size  of  a  large  apple,  and, 
from  its  weight,  hung  over  the  whole  eye  ; 
in  consequence  of  a  blow  on  this  tumour, 
it  suddenly  swelled  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
cover  the  whole  of  the  right  side  of  the 
face,  extending  from  the  middle  of  the  fore- 
head to  below  the  angle  of  the  lower  jaw, 
over  the  right  ear,  and  a  great  portion  of  the 
occiput  ;  it  pulsated  strongly,  was  of  a 


DIUl 


red 


colour, 


and  so  ver\T  tense  as  to 


threaten  immediate  bursting.  The  patient 
was  instantly  carried  to  the  Artillery  Hos- 
pital, and  an  hour  after  the  accident  M. 
Arendt,  in  conformity  with  the  opinion  of 
his  colleagues,  proceeded  to  the  operation 
of  tying  the  carotid,  as  the  only  ehance  of 
saving  the  patient  from  the  danger  of  fatal 
hemorrhage.  The  artery  having  been  laid 
bare,  in  the  usual  manner,  the  operator  was 
going  to  pass  the  needle  under  it,  when  the 
tumour  suddenly  burst,  to  the  extent  of  an 
inch ;  and  although  the  assistants  used  every 
means  to  arrest  the  haemorrhage,  the  blood 
rushed  forth  with  such  a  violence,  that 
within  a  few  seconds  the  patient  had  lost 
about  three  pints,  and  was  seized  with  syn- 
cope and  hiccough.  This  dreadful  event, 
and  the  imminent  danger,  made  M.  Arendt 
hasten  the  application  of  the  ligature,  which 
was  no  sooner  performed  than  the  haemor- 
rhage ceased.  The  wound  was  dressed  by 
a  uniting  bandage,  the  tumour  covered  with 
cold  fomentations,  and  acidulated  potions, 
with  opium,  given  internally. 

On  the  day  after  the  operation,  the  pa- 
tient having  passed  a  very  good  night,  a 
crucial  incision  was  made  into  the  tumour, 
and  a  great  quantity  of  grumoua  blood  re- 
moved; the  haemorrhage  from  the  divided 
vessels  was  very  considerable,  and  at  least 
five  pints  of  blood  were  lost ;  twelve  arteries 
were  tied,  and  the  wound  was  covered  with 
powdered  alum,  gum  arabic.and  kino.  The 
patient  was  so  exhausted  as  to  render  the 
administration  of  wine, and  other  stimulants, 
indispensable.    On  the  following  day,  the 
right  side  of  the  face  was  considerably 
swelled ;  there  was  much-  fever,  headach, 
Ace,  but  these  symptoms  gradually  subsided  ; 
the  nights  became  tranquil,  the  strength  of 
the  patient  returned,  the  tumour  diminished 
in  size,  and  went  into  full  suppuration  j  the 
only  unfavourable  event  was  a  alight  attack 
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of  angina  and  cough,  which  was,  however, 

soon  subdued  by  the  use  of  leeches,  and 
mercury. 

On  the  seventeenth  day  after  the  opera- 
tion the  ligatures  came  away  ;  the  wound 
of  the  face  began  to  heal,  and  all  seemed 
to  indicate  a  favourable  termination,  when, 
on  the  twenty-third  day,  at  noon,  without 
any  previous  cause,  except,  perhaps,  a  slight 
attack  of  cough,  a  violent  arterial  hemor- 
rhage ensued  from  the  wound  in  the  neck ; 
the  patient  lost  about  a  pint  of  blood,  after 
which  the  haemorrhage  stopped  of  itself. 
On  examining  the  small  aperture  which  had 
not  yet  healed,  the  origin  of  the  bleeding 
could  not  be  discovered,  but  from  this 
time  it  returned  daily  for  four  days,  and, 
strange  to  say,  always  at  the  same  time 
of  day  ;  the  quantity  of  blood  lost  never 
exceeded  five  or  six  ounoea,  and  the  haemor- 
rhage always  ceased  spontaneously.  On 
the  27  th  and  28th,  there  was  no  hemor- 
rhage; on  the  Sr'Jth  and  30th,  it  occurred 
again  ;  but  afier  this  time  it  fortunately 
ceased  entirely.  The  patient,  under  the 
use  of  quinine,  soon  regained  his  strength,  I 
and,  (bur  months  after  the  operation,  was 
discharged  perfectly  well.— Jo urn.  Uitiven. 


TEST  OF  ARSENIC. 

The  solution  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  is 
generally  used  to  precipitate  small  quanti- 
ties of  arsenic  dissolved  in  animal  fluid.  In 
orber  to  detect  the  metal  in  the  sulphuret, 
Berseliua  formerly  proposed,  either  to  vola- 
tilize it  over  red-hot  iron,  or  to  sublime  it 
in  a  glass  tube ;  he  has  lately  found  out  the 
following  method,  which  he  considers  supe- 
rior to  those  hitherto  employed  : — 

The  sulphuret  of  arsenic,  being  mixed 
with  an  excess  of  carhonate  of  sorts,  and  a 
few  drops, of  water,  is  introduced  into  an 
open  glass  tube,  which,  at  one  end,  is  drawn 
to  a  very  small  diameter  ;  the  mixture  hav- 
ing been  placed  about  an  inch  from  the 
smaller  opening,  is  heated  till  it  fuses,  after 
which  a  current  of  hydrogen  gas,  carefully 
dried,  is  passed  through  the  tube  for  a  few 
minutes.  The  gas  is  then  hlowo  off,  and 
the  tube  being,  by  raeaus  of  the  blow-pipe, 
brought  to  a  red  heat,  the  arsenic  is  depo- 
sited, in  its  metallic  form,  on  the  sides  of 
the  tube  ;  the  remainder  is  hydro-sulphate 
and  sulphuret  of  sodium.  In  this  manner, 
Berzelius  says,  the  presence  of  the  least 
particle  of  arsenic  will  he  ascertained,  pro- 
vided the  hydrogen  gas  is  quite  pure,  for 
which  purpose  he  recommends  it  to  be  pre- 
pared from  distilled  sulphuric  acid  and  iron. 
— Ann.  de  Physik,  1828. 


O*  CHRONIC  INFLAMMATION  OP  THE  UVEA. 

Ry  Dr.  Simeons,  of  Heppenheim. 

Although  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
this  affection,  in  its  acute  form,  ever  oc- 
curs independent  of  iritis,  or  inflammation 
of  the  other  neighbouring  organs,  it  appears 
that  chronic  uveitis  not  only  may  exist, 
without  any  concomitant  affection  of  the 
iris,  but  that  it  is  very  often  the  cause  of 
synieesis,  in  which  it  invariably  terminates, 
if  left  to  itself,  as  is  generally  the  case,  its 
signs  being  very  obscure,  and,  as  far  as  we 
know,  altogether  overlooked,  by  the  writers 
on  lite  subject.  ' 

The  beginning  of  the  disease  is  charac- 
terized by  the  margin  of  the  pupil  being 
drawn  backwards,  and  by  its  mobility  being 
somewhat  lessened,  and  tlte  sight  becoming 
impaired  ;  after  some  time  a  small  ring  of  a 
greyish,  or  sometimes  even  brown,  colour, 
becomes  visible,  first  behind,  then  at  the 
margin  of  the  pupil,  which  still  remains 
circular ;  the  colour  of  the  iris  is  un- 
changed, and  it  can  he  very  distinctly  seen 
that  the  ring  is  not  attached  to,  but  ad- 
vances from  behind,  the  iris.  Sometimes, 
instead  of  the  continuous  ring,  some  small 
fringes  are  formed,  and  gradually  coalesce 
into  one  uninterrupted  chord;  meanwhile' 
the  sensibility  of  the  iris  diminishes  con- 
siderably ;  its  contractions  are  irregular,  and 
the  ring  round  the  pupil  enlarges,  so  as  to 
leave  only  a  small  retracted  opening.  Sight  is 
now  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  iris  begins 
to  be  changed  in  colour  ;  in  brown  eyes  it 
becomes  of  a  greenish  yellow,  with  spots 
of  a  dark-brown  colour  ;  in  blue  eyes  it 
changes  into  greyish  yellow,  with  darker 
coloured  spots.  If  the  disease  proceeds  • 
further,  the  pupil  is  completely  closed,  and 
the  iris  is,  in  consequence  of  the  pressure 
from  the  thickened  uvea,  partially  absorbed. 
The  uvea  is  now  seen  protruding  through 
the  ruptured  fibres  of  the  iris,  in  the  form 
of  small  prominent  tumours,  which  gra- 
dually advance  towards  the  cornea.  The 
disease  is  hardly  accompanied  by  any  pain 
in  the  eye-bail,  and  the  patieut  complains 
only  of  slight  pressure  in  the  frontal  region, 
and,  at  first,  of  sparks  and  muscae  volitantes 
before  the  eye. 

If  the  capsule  of  the  lens  participates  in 
the  affection,  its  symptoms  are  somewhat 
modified  ;  a  cloud  begins  to  be  formed  in 
the  midst  of  the  pupil,  and  is  gradually 
changed  into  a  defined  centre,  from  which 
isolated  filaments  of  a  greyish-yellow  colour, 
are  seen  running  towards  the  margin  of 
the  iris.  This  centre  becoming  larger,  and 
the  ring  proceeding  from  the  uvea  like- 
wise  increasing,  the  pupil  is  at  last  closed. 
The  first  symptoms  of  the  disease,  as  well 
as  the  alterations  in  the  texture  and  colour 
of  the  iris,  are  the  same  as  dsscribed  above. 
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Rheumatism  and  pout  seem  to  be  gene- 
rally the  cause  of  chronic  uveitis;  some- 
times, but  less  frequently,  it  is  of  syphilitic 
origin. 

As  to  the  operation  of  artificial  pupil,  in 
those  coses  where  the  disease,  having  at- 
tained its  last  stage,  is  of  course  beyond  the 
reach  of  medical  art,  the  author  is  decidedly 
against  it ;  the  fibrous  tissue  of  the  iris  being 
so  thoroughly  destroyed,  that  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected the  operation  would  be  attended  with 
any  favourable  result ;  and  in  all  the  cases 
in  which  he  performed  it,  or  aaw  it  per- 
formed, the  artificial  opening  waa  very  soon 
closed  by  new  exudations.— Jmmt./ur  CAir. 
%tm  Augenheilh* 


PHRENOLOGY. 

«'  MATERIALITY  OF  MIND." 

To  the  Editor  of  Thb  Lancet. 

Sik,— Knowing  the  liberal  principles 
with  which  your  Journal  is  conducted, 
and  that  your  pages  sre  always  dedicated  to 
*'  free  discussion,"  I  have  been  induced  to 
send  the  ibllowing  remarks  upon  a  paper, 
*«  On  the  Organic  Materiality  of  the  Mind," 
'  by  G.  D.  Dermott,  Esq.,  which  appeared  in 
Thb  Lancet  of  the  11  th  of  October  last. 
I  am  yours,  &c, 

A  Phbenolooist. 

Dec.  SO,  1828. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  this  extraordinary 
essay,  that  the  author  oomes  boldly  forth  as  a 
voluntary  defender  of  materialism,  yet,  fear- 
ing the  obloquy  that  awaits  those  who  deny 
an  immaterial  agency  in  man,  he  subse- 
quently admits — nay,  maintains,  that  the 
existence  of  the  soul  is  "  undeniably  ac- 
knowledged," though  dormant  in  this  life. 
I  shall  endeavour  to  examine  the  proposi- 
tions in  this  gentleman's  paper  uriatim. 

He  first  asserts  (and  it  will  be  seen 
throughout,  that  assertion  supplies  the  place 
of  proof)  "  that  the  cortical  part  of  the  sub- 
stance of  the  brain  is  only  subservient  to 
the  medullary  part,  inasmuch  as  the  former 
is  the  seat  of  birth,  to  certain  qualities 
which  afterwards  become  diffused  or  circu- 
lated through  the  medullary  part  of  the 
brain,  and  even  nervous  system." 

As  this  conclusion  is  so  highly  interest- 
ing, we  would  gladly  be  informed  how  Mr. 
Dermott  made  the  discovery  of  the  birth- 

J lace  of  certain  qualities  which  become 
iflused,  &c,  where  he  found  the  propel- 
ling or  circulating  power,  and  how  "  the 
medullary  part  of  the  brain"  is  proved  to  1 
possess  "  all  the  distinguishing  living  pro- 1 


parties  peculiar  to  the  brain,  as  living 

brain." 

Now  Mr.  Dermott  44  know  that  there 
are  certain  masses,  or  portions  of  the  brain, 
individually  possessing  their  peculiar  pro- 
perties, "  which  is  the  peculiar  doctrine,  I 
believe,  of  phrenology;  consequently,  aa 
these  "  peculiar  properties,"  according  to 
the  first  assertion,  originate  in  the  cortical 
part  of  the  brain,  they  must  be  propelled  or 
circulated  through  the  medullary  part  of 
the  brain  and  nervous  system,  of  which  we 
should  like  to  examine  some  few  of  the 
author's  proofs. 

Mr.  Dermott  then  asserts  that  "  one  par- 
ticular portion  of  the  brain  is  the  region  of 
perception,  another  of  thought,  another  of 
memory,  and  a  fourth  for  judgment  *,"  and 
we  cannot  but  regret  that  none  of  these  at- 
tributes of  the  fundamental  faculties  of  the 
mind  have  been  assigned  a  place  except 
judgment,  which  we  are  told  resides  in  the 
cerebellum !  What,  then,  are  the  officea  of 
the  cerebrum  1  These  are  fully  establish- 
ed by  Messrs.  Flourens  and  Rolando,  says 
our  author ;  for  these  gentlemen,  he  would 
make  it  appear,  have  taken  away  the  cere- 
brum, and  with  it  perception,  thought,  and 
memory,  but  have  left  the  judgment  sitting 
undisturbed  "  amid  the  wreck  of  matter 
in  the  cerebellum  !  Now,  that  taking  away 
an  individual's  brains  should  deprive  him  of 
memory,  &c,  we  can  easily  conceive,  but 
to  allow  his  cerebellum  to  remain,  and  with 
it  his  judgment,  ia  very  curious  :  reverting 
the  order  of  things,  however,  we  are  led  to 
suppose  that  the  aforesaid  gentlemen  hare 
removed  the  cerebellum  and  its  illustrious 
inhabitant) and  have  left  perception,  thought, 
and  memory,  to  revel,  uncontrolled  by  judg- 
ment, in  the  apartments  of  the  cerebrum  ! 
Let  experimentalists  look  to  this;  who* 
knows  but,  in  a  short  time,  we  may  see 
some  44  march  of  intellect"  man  obtain  a 
patent  for  purifying  people's  judgments,  or, 
in  other  words,  for  an  instrument  to  relieve 
them  of  all  unnecessary  incumbrance  of 
thought,  perception,  memory,  &c,  by  re. 
moving  "  the  seat  of  birth"  of  these  trouble- 
some faculties.  But  to  be  serious:  Mr. 
Dermott  says,  44  It  is  in  vain  to  state  that 
what  I  have  now  ventured  to  affirm  is  un- 
true, upon  the  strength  of  an  assumption 
founded  upon  ignorance  and  prejudice,  and. 
frequently  made, — that  the  mental  properties 
are  totally  different  from  the  known  proper- 
ties, and  all  established  ideas  of  matter  ; 
for  our  ideas  are  founded  upon  our  know- 
ledge of  dtad  or  inorganic  matter,  to  which, 
and  theology,  the  divines,  and  every  sensible 
man  not  in  the  profession,  should  confine 
their  speculations."  If  divines  and  sensi- 
ble men  were  to  confine  their  speculations 
on  mind  to  dead  or  inorgauic  matter,  it  is 
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pretty  obvious  their  speculations  would  soon 
be  a  dead  letter. 

To  return  more  particularly  to  our  point — 
we  have  hitherto  learnt  from  Mr.  Dermott's 
paper,  tbat  all  the  varied  operations  of  the 
mind  are  comprised  in  four  functions,  viz. 
perception,  thought,  memory,  and  judg- 
ment, yet  not  a  single  fact  is  proposed  as  a 
proof  of  this,  unless  the  assertion  could  be 
taken  for  one,  that  Messrs.  Flourens  aud 
Kolando  have  separated  the  cerebrum  and 
cerebellum,  and  with  these  their  several 
assigned  functions. 

Let  us  now  go  to  where  Mr.  Dermott 
takes  up  the  "  argument  on  fresh  grounds," 
which  are  these,  that  nerves  feel  by  their 
peculiar  properties,  and  that  sensations  and 
impressions  are  conveyed  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  body  to  the  brain,  and  this  (the 
brain)  "  produces  perception  of  sensation." 
An  assertion  follows,  viz.  tbat  perception 
and  sensation  are  material,  being  the  actions 
of  living  matter;  and  further,  that  they 
must  be  material,  because  material  and 
spiritual  things  are  incompatible  !  Thought 
is  stated  to  be  the  immediate  sequence  of 
perception,  and  therefore  not  immaterial ! 
"  The  same  may  be  said  of  memory  and 
judgment,  and  all  other  mental  operations, 
the  sequences  of  the  last  mentioned."  From 
these  assertions,  it  would  appear  that  all 
actions  of  matter  must  be  material,  and  that 
actions  of  matter,  and  matter  itself,  are  iu- 
compatibles ! 

To  support  Mr.  Dermott's  doctrine,  we 
are  directed  to  look  to  comparative  anatomy 
for  "  incontrovertible  facts."  This,  we  are 
told,  teaches  that  the  intellectual  or  higher 
part  of  the  brain  corresponds  in  size,  so  as 
to  be  commensurate  in  its  development 
with  the  understanding,  which  we  are  given 
to  suppose,  from  the  former  assertions,  is 
composed  of  memory,  thought,  and  per- 
ception ;  the  judgmeut,  let  us  bear  in  mind, 
resides  in  the  cerebellum,  and,  consequently, 
far  removed  from  the  "  higher  part  of  the 
brain,"  so  that  the  understanding  is  not 
necessary  to  judgment.  Now,  were  it  cor- 
rect that  the  intellectual  or  higher  part 
of  the  brain  corresponds  in  size  to  the  un- 
derstanding, a  very  useful  table  might  easily 
be  constructed,  that  would  afford  us,  at  one 
glance,  the  exact  proportion  of  intellectual 
acumen  possessed  by  any  given  individual. 

We  are  further  informed,  that  the  reason 
of  the  intellectual,  or  mental  part  of  the 
brain  being  less  in  size  in  the  lower  class  of 
animals  than  in  man  is,  "  because  in  these 
there  aro  fewer  agents  and  fewer  senses  to 
excite  the  sensitive  mass  into  action :" 
another  assertion,  unproved  by  comparative 
anatomy.  We  would  ask,  has  the  cat,  or 
dog,  or  sheep,  so  fewer  of  the  senses  to  ex- 
cite it,  or  do  these  animals  actually  pos- 
sess the  senses  more  acutely  than  maul 


We  are  afterwards  assured,  that  all  animals 
have  more  or  less  a  mind  ;  but  as  this  in- 
volves a  definition  of  the  term,  we  leave  it 
for  the  present.  Mr.  Dermott  further  as- 
serts, that  Nature  is  imperfect,  which  is  the 
most  preposterous  and  noxious  of  all, — and 
that  animals  "  partook  of  the  fall  of  Adam" 
along  with  man ;  and  then  a  joke  about  pro- 
viding animals  with  bibles  follows.  We 
come  now  to  a  strange  inconsistency* :  we 
were  told  in  the  early  part  of  the  paper,  that 
material  and  spiritual  things  were  different 
and  incompatible,  and  yet  it  now  appears, 
that  4<  such  a  principle  as  a  soul  is  unde- 
niably acknowledged;''  and,  as  if  to  recon- 
cile these  contradictory  creeds,  our  author 
makes  the  soul  to  be  dormant  as  long  as  or- 
ganic life  continues,  and  that  on  that  ceas- 
ing, the  soul  enters  into  a  state  of  develop- 
ment, or,  we  suppose,  "it wantons  in  end" 
less  being." 

From  the  boldness  with  which  Mr.  Der- 
mott makes  these  assertions,  one  would 
really  suppose  that  he  had  already  an  in- 
sight into  the  "  secrets  of  the  prison-house," 
if,  in  the  next  place,  he  had  not  said,  that  we. 
know  nothing  of  the  spiritual  world,  what- 
ever divines  and  philosophers  may  say. 
Mr.  Dermott  now  grows  serious,  and  after 
talking  of  providing  the  lower  animals  with 
bibles,  considers  it  "  impious  as  well  as. 
ignorant  in  the  extreme,  to  treat  such  a 
thing  with  ridicule."  We  wonder,  after  as- 
signing different  functions  to  different  parts 
of  the  brain,  Mr.  Dermott  did  not  point  out 
the  dormitory  of  the  soul,  as  well  as  of  the 
judgment. 

We  are  glad  to  come,  at  length,  to  two 
causes  for  all  our  actions,  and  these  are 
breeding  and  education,  which  give  birth  to 
conscience  and  judgment ;  and  these  terms 
a  little  further  are  made  synonymous,  and 
then  each  is  used  but  as  a  relative  term : 
finally,  this  paper  closes  with  a  chapter  of 
the  author's  belief.  How  much  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  that  we  cannot  take  the  advice  of 
Horace  in  writing  for  the  public  :— 

"  Sumite  materiam  vestris  qui  scribitis 
aequam  veribus." 

It  occurs  to  us,  that  perhaps  many  of  your 
readers  may  not  trouble  themselves  to  ascer- 
tain the  justness  of  our  remarks  on  Mr.  Der- 
mott's paper,  since  its  diction,  its  want  of 
arrangement,  and  the  absence  of  its  logical 
deductions,  render  it  totally  uninviting,  we 
shall,  therefore,  append  a  summary  view  of 
what  we  consider  sufficient  to  substantiate 
our  charge  of  presumption,  of  dogmatism, 
of  inconsistency,  and  of  Mr.  Dermott's  ig- 
norance of  some  of  the  most  striking  facts  in 
nature.  We  insert  twenty- three  of  his  as* 
sertions,  unsupported  by  proofs : — 

1st  That  the  cortical  part  of  the  brain  is 
only  subservient  to  the  medullary  part, 
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that  the  medullary  part  of  the  brain  and 
nervous  system  have  certain  qualities  dif- 
fused and  circulated  through  them,  which 
had  birth  in  the  cortical  part. 

2d.  That  there  are  certain  portions  of  the 
braia  which  individually  ;wsiew  peculiar  func- 
tions. 

Sd.  That  there  iaone  particular  portion  of 
the  brain  for  perception,  another  for  thought) 
a  third  for  memory,  and  a  fourth  for  judg- 
ment, which  is  attempted  to  be  proved  by  a 

4th  assertion  :  that  we  may  taki  airay  the 
cerebrum,  and  with  it  perception,  thought, 
and  memory,  the  cerebellum  remaining  ; 
and  then  that  we  may  remove  the  cerebel- 
lum («'  witltout  the  cerebrum,*')  and  we 
thereby  take  away  the  judgment. 
'  5th.  Have  all  men  and  animal*  judgment 
fn  proportion  to  the  cerebellum  !  That 
Messrs.  Flourens  and  Rolando  have  esta- 
blished this  fact,  which,  in  reality,  they 
never  attempted  to  establish  ;  their  opinioo, 
or  rather  the  opinion  of  M.  Flourens,  being 
merely  that  the  cerebellum  presides  over 
the  forward  motion  of  the  animal. 

6th.  That  mental  action*  are  nothing  else 
than  organic  functions. 

fth.  That  the  opinions  here  advanced  it 
in  m  vain  to  controvert. 
'  8th.  That  our  ideas  are  founded  on  dead 
•f  inorganic  matter. 

-  9th.  That  sensation  and  perception  are 
both  material,  becaase 

10th.  That  spiritual  thiDgs,  and  things 
material,  are  incompatible,  and  that  neither 
•f  these  could  be  the  effect  of  the  other. 

11th.  That  thought  is  the  immediate  se- 
quence of  perception,  and  that  memory, 
judgment,  and  all  other  mental  Operations 
proceed  from  perception  :  inconsistent  with 
No.  4. 

12th.  That  these  assertions  are  supported 
by  comparative  anatomy. 

13th.  That  we  have,  in  the  most  perfect 
animals,  the  size  of  the  intellectual,  or 
higher  part  of  the  brain,  corresponding  to, 
and  commensurate  with,  the  development  of 
the  understanding. 

14th-  That  this  is  the  state  of  man. 

15th.  That  all  nature  is  imperfect ;  and 
that  animals  partook  of  the  fell  of  Adam 
along  with  man. 

I6tb.  That  animals  should  all  have  minis- 
ters, religions,  bibles,  and  revelations,  and 
should  enjoy  a  future  state. 

17th.  That  organic  matter  could  not  have 
its  operations  fully  developed,  contemporolly  ! 
with  those  of  the  immaterial  principle — the  j 
apul. 

18th.  That  as  long  as  organio  life  conti- 
nues, the  soul  must  remain  dormant ;  and 
that,  as  soon  as  the  life  of  the  body  ceases, 1 
the  soul  en\ers  into  a  state  of  actual  exist*  I 
ence. 

19th.  That  material  and  spiritual  things  [ 


cannot  be  existing  in  a  state  of  intimate 

connexion  :  inconsistent  with  18. 

20th,  We  do  every  thing  from  breeding 
and  education. 

fist.  That  conscience  or  judgment  re- 
sults from  education.  Do  the  educated  alone 
possess  conscience  then?  or  is  their  con- 
science proportionate  to  their  eduoation  r 
Do  animals  possess  conscience  in  propor- 
tion to  their  breeding  and  education  ? 

2^d.  That  conscience  is  only  the  produc- 
tion of  an  accumulation  of  knowledge. 

23d.  That  conscience  is  entirely  the  effect 
of  education. 

We  repeat  our  former  opinion,  and  main- 
tain, that  this  paper  is  presumptuous,  inas- 
much as  it  professes  an  acquaintance  with 
subjects  not  cognisable  to  man's  senses. 

'1  hat  it  is  dogmatic,  as  assertions  Nos,  11 , 
15,  16,  &c,  will  sliow.  That  it  is  in- 
consistent, may  be  seen  by  Nos.  4  and  21 , 
See.  That  it  is  ignorant  of  nature,  will  be 
seen  bv  assertion  No.  4,  5,  and  18. 

We  cannot  biit  regret,  that  Mr.  Dermott, 
while  deeply  engaged  in  a  positive  science, 
should  put  forth  such  theoretical  notions ; 
that  he  should  write  papers  absolutely  use- 
less, nay,  worse  than  useless,  injurious ; — 
injurious  not  only  to  himself,  but  to  the 
reader,  who  misapplies  his  time— the  very 
material  (J)  of  which  his  life  is  made. 


ABSCESS  OF  TUB  STOMACH. 

  '  * 

To  the  Editor  of  Tub  Lancet. 

Sm, — The  following  is  a  case  of  abscess 
of  the  stomach,  and  from  its  being  one  of 
rather  unusual  occurrence,  I  have  sent  it 
for  insertion,  if  you  esteem  it  of  sufficient 
importance. 

Thomas  Stoddard  (a  prisoner,)  »etat.  36, 
a  tall  robust  man,  very  muscular,  with  large 
bones,  and  an  unusual  broad  chest,  was  ad* 
mitted  into  the  Hospital,  May  23d,  1826, 
with  symptoms  of  catarrh ;  what  was  done 
for  him  then,  I  am  not  acquainted  with  ;  he 
did  not  come  under  my  care  until  June  4th, 
1826,  when  he  complained  of  pain  about  the 
serohiculis  cordis,  and  when  pressed  with 
the  hand,  he  described  the  pain  as  more  at 
the  back  part  rhan  the  front ;  he  had  also  a 
sense  of  weight  and  heaviness  about  the  re- 
gion of  the  stomach.  The  pulse  never  ex- 
ceeded 100,  and  small ;  tongue  dry,  com- 
plainiug  of  great  thirst,  and  bowels  con- 
fined. These  symptoms  continued  to  the 
JCth  of  June,  with  little  variation.  He  had 
fomentations  to  the  stomach,  cupped  twice, 
with  a  blister  to  the  scrobtculis  cordis  ;  kept 
open  for  ten  days ;  also  febrifuge  mixtures, 
and  pills  of  the  eat.  colocy.  et  pil.  hydrarg. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SPONTANEOUS  FRACTURE. 


On  the  17th,  at  12  at  eight,  I  was  called 
to  him  ;  found  he  had  gone  to  the  closet, 
and  in  the  act  of  rising  from  the  seat,  was 
seized  with  violent  retching*,  continuing 
fox  six  minutes,  and  then  fell  to  the  ground 
insensibly.  ()u  examining  what  had  been 
vomited,  there  appeared  an  amazing  quan- 
tity of  black  blood  in  coagula,  with  a  quan- 
tity of  grumous  liquor  and  pus  ,  mixed 
with  these  were  some  particles  of  curdled 
milk,  amounting  altogether  to  three  or  four 
pints.  The  sickness  coutinued  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  he  at  different  times  bringiug 
up  blood,  and  a  dark  and  thick  fluid,  com- 
plaining much  of  a  sharp  paiu  in  the  sto- 
mach. The  bowels  became  all  at  once  much 
confined,  refusing  to  act  with  ol.  ricini,  hyd. 
subm.  and  ext.  colocy. ;  some  strong  doses 
of  croton  oil  took  no  effect.  Some  powerful 
enemas  brought  them  into  action,  bringing 
away  exceedingly  dark- coloured  fasces,  quite 
saturated  with  blood.  Hy  the  20th  he  had 
rallied,  and  could  take  nourishment  of  a  light 
nature.  His  pulse  70,  very  weak  and  fee- 
ble, countenance  pale,  and  his  body  much 
emaciated,  lie  had  prescribed  for  him  ano- 
dynes, light  aromatics,  and  tonics ;  also 
half  a  pint  of  port  wine  a-day. 

From  tiu-  20th  to  30th  of  June,  be  occa- 
sionally vomited  small  pieces  of  coagula  and 
pus,  mixed  with  a  brown  fluid,  and  his 
stools  were  mixed  iu  some  rtapects  with  it. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  he  had  pids  of  the  su- 
pernc.  plumbi,  of  a  quarter  of  a  graiu  each, 
and  increased  to  gr.  jss.,  and  on  the  18th 
increased  to  three  grains  iu  a  day.  From  this 
time  to  the  20th  of  October,  he  became  worse 
gradually,  though  at  times  he  would  rally  ; 
emaciation  going  on,  and  oedema  of  the  legs 
following.  Within  three  days  of  his  death, 
his  abdomen  became  swelled  ;  on  examina- 
tion, it  had  all  the  appearances  of  ascites  ; 
the  urine  flowed  freely,  and  even  in  larger 
quantities  than  he  wus  accustomed  to. 

On  the  23d  of  October,  he  drank  for  his 
breakfast  a  pint  of  hot  tea,  he  immediately 
complained  of  "  its  burning  his  bowels  ;"  he 
became  insensible  soon  afterwards,  and  died 
in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

Post-mortem  Examination. 

On  making  an  incision  from  the  top  of  the 
breast  downwards  to  the  puhes,  the  scalpel 
suddenly  eutered  the  abdomen,  when  a  vast 
quantity  of  tluid  escaped  ;  some  was  caught 
iu  a  huckel,  and,  with  what  remained  on 
the  floor,  we  imagined  it  to  amount  to  three 
gallons. 

The  lungs  were  remarkably  healthy  ;  the 
heart  flaccid,  but  healthy  ;  the  stomach,  on 
the  lateral  and  outward  coats  felt  callous. 
From  the  particular  uppearauce  of  this  or- 
gau,  we  supposed  it  to  be  the  seat  of  the 
disease  ;  after  tying  a  ligature  above  the 
cardiac  orifice,  and  another,  taking  in  six 


inches  of  the  duodenum,  the  stomach  was 
cut  away.  In  the  centre  of  the  lateral  and 
posterior  part  appeared  a  hole,  of  such  di- 
mensions that  a  pigeon's  egg  might  be  easily 
passed  through  it,  the  edges  thickened  and 
uneven.  In  the  internal  part  was  seen  a 
dark  red  areola,  taking  in  a  space  of  two 
inches'  diameter.  All  the  vessels  near  it 
were  gorged,  and  perfectly  distinct.  The 
pyloric  orifice  was  thickened,  and  callosity 
extended  to  tour  inches  of  the  dundeuuoa. 
Liver  enlarged,  and  hard  ;  gall-bladder  full  ; 
spleen  healthy  ;  kidneys  enlarged,  particu- 
larly the  right  one.  The  intestines,  at  seve- 
ral parts,  had  a  alight  blush  of  inflammation 
on  their  external  coat.  JJladder  collapsed 
but  healthy.      Your  constaut  reader, 

(}.  K.  M. 

Portsmouth,  January  4th,  1823. 
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SPONTANEOUS  FHACXURB  OK  THE  THIGH 
BONE. 

L.  D.,  ait.  68,  with  a  constitution  broken 
by  syphilis  and  mercury,  was,  on  the  begin- 
ning of  December,  admitu-d  into  the  Hos- 
pital, having,  three  months  before  this  pe- 
riod, become  subject  to  rheumatic  affections, 
and  to  a  deep-seated  violent  puin,  which 
extended  from  the  right  leg  to  the  knee, 
and  had  lately  become  so  severe  as  to  pre- 
vent him  from  following  his  occupation.  In 
the  Hospital  the  affection  of  the  hip  and 
thigh  was  treated,  for  a  fortnight,  as  ischias, 
by  blisters  aloug  the  external  surface  of  his 
thigh  ;  but,  on  the  13th,  the  limb  was  found 
considerably  shorter  than  that  of  the  other 
side,  and  though  this  shortening  was,  atflrat, 
considered  as  the  effect  of  diseased  hip- 
joint,  it  was  soon  discovered  to  be  caused 
by  a  fracture  of  the  thigh  hone  ;  the  lower 
portion  of  the  fractured  bone  was  drawn 
upwards  and  outwards,  and  appeared  to  be 
somewhat  enlarged  ;  the  knee  and  foot  were 
turned  outwards;  the  puin  had  so  much 
increased,  that  it  was  impossible  to  examine 
the  affected  parts  accurately,  and  to  set  the 
fracture.  As  to  the  origin  and  time  of  this 
accident,  no  information  could  be  obtained, 
so  that  tin;  patient  probably  broke  the 
bone  by  muscular  couttactiou,  when  chang- 
ing his  position  iu  bed.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark,  that  after  the  occurrence  of 
the  fracture,  the  left  hip  began  also  to 
be  very  painful.  The  patient's  general 
health  was  very  bnd  ;  he  was  weak  and 
emaciated,  and  suffered  much  from  exces- 
sive diarrhoea,  but  no  symptom  of  any  orga- 
nic diseaso  could  be  discovered.  The  treat- 
ment was,  of  course,  entirely  palliative  ;  no 
local  means  were  employed,  and  only  opium 
and  mucilaginous  medicines  given  inter- 


DISEASED  GLAND — AND  LUNG. 


nally.  On  the  17th  of  December,  the  pa- 
tient  began  to  sink,  became  restless  and 
delirious,  his  countenance  was  very  much 
altered,  the  tongue  black  and  dry,  the  stools 
extremely  foetid,  the  pulse  very  small,  &c, 
and  he  died  on  the  30th. 

On  examination,  the  brain,  heart,  and 
lungs,  except  some  gangrenous  excavations 
in  the  latter,  exhibited  no  morbid  altera- 
tion ;  the  liver  was  rather  enlarged,  but  of 
healthy  structure;  the  splenic  artery  was 
much  dilated,  its  surface  uneven,  and  its 
internal  membrane  covered  witli  yellow  car- 
tilaginous spots.  The  abdominal  aorta,  being 
considerably  lessened  in  its  diameter,  was 
surrounded  by  a  great  mass  of  indurated 
glands,  of  carcinomatous  appearance ;  its 
serous  lining  exhibited  the  same  alteration 
as  that  of  the  splenic  artery  ;  the  vena  cava 
was  also  comprised  in  this  congeries  of 
glands,  which  had,  for  the  most  part,  gone 
into  ulceration,  and  were  firmly  adherent 
to  the  vertebral  column.  Another  mass  of 
carcinomatous  glands,  attached  to  the  perios- 
teum of  the  os  sacrum,  surrounded  the  right 
iliac  vessels.  The  intestinal  canal  and  me- 
sentery were  healthy.  The  right  kidney  was 
enlarged  ;  its  notch  was  filled  with  can- 
cerous glands,  and  its  tissue  was  almost  en- 
tirely degenerated  into  tuberculous  matter ; 
the  left  kidney  contained  only  a  few  tuber* 
cles.  The  emulgent  veins  were  filled  with 
a  spongy  red  substance,  which,  at  first  sight, 
appeared  to  be  grumous  blood,  but,  on  closer 
inspection,  proved  to  be  encephaloid  matter. 
The  fat  surrounding  the  kidneys  and  the 
capsular  supra  renales,  were  also  filled  with 
softened  tubercles.  The  round  ligament  of 
the  right  cotyloid  cavity  was  somewhat  in- 
jected, thickened,  and  of  scirrhous  hard- 
ness. The  fracture  of  the  thigh  bone  was 
two  inches  below  the  great  trochanter,  and 
the  two  fragments  were  in  a  very  oblique 
position  ;  their  medullary  canal  contained  a 
fatty,  vascular  substance,  which  was  filled 
with  cancerous  tubercles;  the  cancellous 
structure  of  the  bone,  being  considerably 
thickened,  was  infiltrated  with  a  similar 
matter,  and  the  compact  substance  of  the 
bone  reduced  to  a  very  thin  lamina,  the 
external  surface  of  which  was  rough,  with- 
out periosteum,  and  very  vascular.  The 
same  morbid  alteration,  but  not  in  such  an 
advanced  stage,  was  found  in  the  left  thigh 
bone. — Journ.  Hebdomad. 


EXTIRPATION  OF  A  SCIRRHOUS  TUMOUR 
OVER  THE  PAROTID  O L AND. 

On  the  sitting  of  the  Acad6mie  Royale 
de  M6decine,  on  the  2Srd  November,  M. 
Larrey,  made  a  report  of  this  operation. 
Which  was  performed  in  the  beginning  of  i 
last  August,  by  M.  Fouilloy,  at  Brest.  A 
female,  52  years  old,  had  been  affected  fori 


along;  time  with  a  tamour  over  the  left 
parotid  gland,  extending  from  the  temporal 
region  and  the  ear  over  the  cheek,  lower 
jaw,  and  lateral  portion  of  the  neck  ;  it  had 
an  uneven  surface,  was  very  hard,  and  ex- 
tremely painful,  and  as  it  caused  consider- 
able difficulty  of  respiration,  mastication, 
and  deglutition,  and  appeared  to  be  increas- 
ing, its  extirpation  was  decided  upon.  In 
order  to  prevent  profuse  haemorrhage,  M. 
Fouilloy  considered  it  advisable  to  tie  the 
carotid  artery,  previous  to  the  removal  of 
the  tumour ;  a  longitudinal  incision  was 
accordingly  made  through  a  transverse  fold 
of  the  skin,  along  the  internal  margin  of  the 
sterno- mastoid  muscle,  and  the  artery  tied, 
having  been  carefully  separated  from  the 
vein  and  nerve,  by  means  of  Dechamp's 
needle  ;  a  momentary  pain  and  paleness  of 
the  face  ensued,  but  there  was  no  attack 
of  syncope,  or  any  other  nervous  affection, 
and,  after  a  few  minutes'  rest,  the  operation 
was  enabled  to  proceed.  A  similar  inu - 
sion  having  been  made  at  the  external  mar- 
gin of  the  tumour,  M.  Fouilloy  succeeded 
in  arriving  at  its  roots,  which  being  situ- 
ated in  the  cellular  tissue,  between  the  ear 
and  the  ramus  of  the  lower  jaw,  and  firmly 
attached  to  the  transverse  processes  of 
the  cervical  vertebrae,  were  divided,  snd 
the  tumour  being  forcibly  pushed  upwards, 
was  now  easily  detached  from  the  parotid 
gland,  the  masseter,  and  the  skin,  and  thus 
ultimately  removed.  No  vessel,  except  the 
maxillary  artery,  was  tied  during  the  ope- 
ration ;  the  wound  was  united  by  three 
sutures  ;  on  the  fifteenth  day  the  ligature  of 
the  carotid  came  away,  and  eleven  weeks 
after  the  operation,  the  patient  was  per- 
fectly cured, — Arch,  Gcntr.  de  M6d. 


PECULIAR  FORMATION  OF  THE  RIGHT  LUNO. 

A  young  girl,  nineteen  years  of  age,  was, 
on  the  28th  of  November,  admitted  on  ac- 
count of  phthisis,  which  was  already  so 
far  advanced,  as  to  leave  no  chance  of  reco- 
very, and  she  died  on  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber. On  examination  of  the  body,  the  right 
lung  was  found  studded  with  tubercles  and 
small  excavations ;  its  three  lobes  were 
divided  by  very  deep  incisions  ;  from  the 
posterior  surface  of  the  superior  lobe  there 
originated, moreover,  a  fourth  lobe,  which 
adhered,  by  its  anterior  margin,  to  the  lung, 
and  through  it  received  a  branch  of  the  pul- 
I  monary  vein  and  artery,  and  of  the  bronchia; 
it  was  on  a  level  with  the  upper  lobe  of 
the  right  lung,  but  only  half  an  inch  in 
thickness ;  it  consisted  entirely  of  pulmo- 
nary substance,  and  partook  of  the  general 
I  disease  of  the  lung,  being  filled  with  ab* 
iscesses  and  tuberculous  matter.  The  left 
lung  was  regularly  divided  into  two  lobes.— 
Journ.  Hebdomad. 
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THE  LANCET. 


London,  Saturday,  February  14,  1829. 


In  one  or  two  recent  numbers  of  The  Po- 
lilical  Register,  Mr.  Cobbett  has  taken  oc- 
casion to  apeak  of  The  Lancet  in  such 
terms  of  approbation  aa  he  is  not  much  in 
the  habit  of  applying  to  contemporary 
journalists,  and  such  as  it  is  gratifying  to 
us  to  reflect  that  we  are  believed  to 
deserve,  by  a  writer  whose  powerful  talen  ts, 
if  not  universally  acknowledged,  are  uni- 
versally/e/r,  and,  perhaps  most  felt  where 
they  are  least  acknowledged.  It  has  been 
said,  that  one  of  the  best  tests  of  merit  is 
the  praise  of  those  who  are  themselves  the 
objects  of  general  approbation.  For  our 
own  parts,  we  had  much  rather  receive  the 
praise  of  a  man  who  has  been  as  much 
vituperated  as  Mr.  Cobbett  has  been  by 
Borne  of  his  contemporaries — who  is  as  able 
as  Mr.  Cobbett  has  ever  shown  himself  to 
give  his  enemies  ten  blows  for  one,  a  species 
of  tactics  wherein  toe  may  also  take  to  our* 
selves  the  credit  of  possessing  some  small 
skill,  and  who,  by  reason  of  constant  exer- 
cise in  the  task  of  inflicting  chastisement 
on  his  opponents,  has  become  slow  and 
cautious  in  dispensing  his  approbation.  In 
the  last  week's  Register,  Mr.  Cobbett  ad- 
verts, in  the  following  manner,  to  the  very 
important  point  of  law  which  was  decided 
at  the  outset  of  the  late  trial. 

"  There  was  in  this  case  a  question  of 
great  interest  decided  ;  namely,  that  a  de- 
fendant thus  pursued, who  pleadsjMj/icatum, 
has  a  right  to  begin  and  prove  his  publication  to 
bo  true.  Lawyer  Scarlett  contended  for 
the  contrary,  but  the  Chief  Justice  de- 
cided for  Mr.  Waki.by,  who  is  a  man  of 
very  great  talent,  and  who  beat  Scarlett  as 
a  Lawyer,  and  the  other  Knight  or  Boroner, 
Srn  Astlkv  Cooper,  as  a  Surgeon,  as  far 
at  least  as,  iu  my  judgment,  appears  from 
the  report  of  this  trial." 

Now,  waring  the  personal  compliment 
No.  283. 


which  Mr.  Cobbett  is  here  pleased  to  pay 
us,  and  assuming  credit  only  for  so  much 
of  approbation  as,  upon  public  grounds,  we 
are  fairly  intitled  to,  we  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  a  more  important  point  of 
law,  as  regards  the  interests  of  public 
writers  generally,  and  of  public  journalists 
in  particular,  than  that  which  we  maintained 
on  the  late  occasion,  and  maintained  suc- 
cessfully, not  only  against  Sir  James  Scar- 
lett, but  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  and 
advice  of  our  own  counsel,  Mr.  Brouoham, 
has  not  for  many  years  been  decided  in  a 
court  of  justice. 

We  have  been  informed  by  several  gentle- 
men at  the  bar  that  this  decision,  which 
gives  to  defendants  who  are  in  a  situation 
to  justify  an  alleged  libel,  the  right  of  open- 
ing their  case,  and  of  having  the  general 
reply,  is  likely  to  produce  a  total  change  in 
the  practice  of  special  pleaders,  and  that 
whereas  pleas  of  justification  have  hitherto 
been  always  discouraged  in  such  actions,  they 
will  henceforth  be  recommended  as  decided- 
ly beneficial  to  defendants,  or,  rather,  as  de- 
priving plaintiffs  of  an  advantage,  which 
enabled  their  counsel  to  produce  unfavour- 
able impressions  on  the  minds  of  a  jury,  by 
dint  of  unfounded  observations  to  which  a 
defendant  had  no  opportunity  of  replying. 
The  right  of  opening  in  actions  for  alleged 
libel,  where  the  defendant  puts  a  plea  of  jus- 
tificBtion  on  the  record,  first  established  in 
the  case  of  Cooper  v.  Wakley—a  case  memo- 
rable, therefore,  in  a  legal,  as  well  as  in  a 
surgical  point  of  view,  aud  which  will  bo 
as  often  referred  to  by  lawyers  as  by  1  itho to- 
rn is  ts,  coupled  with  another  proceeding, 
which,  in  many  cases,  may  be  found  highly 
useful,  namely,  that  of  filing  a  bill  of  dig. 
covery  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,— will 
afford,  for  the  most  part,  a  complete  pro- 
tection to  public  writers  against  vexatious 
appeals  to  the  law  for  alleged  abuses  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press.   The  editors  of  news- 
papers ore  more  especially  interested  in  the 
late  decision,  because  there  is  no  class  of 
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public  writers  so  liable  to  become  the  ob- 
ject! of  actions  for  libel,  in  cases  where 
foci*,  tending  to  injure  individual  reputa- 
tion, bave  been  published;  and  where  in- 
formation having  such  a  tendency  baa  been 
supplied  by  parties,  of  whose  motives  the 
editors  cannot  be  cogniaant,  and  who  may, 
by  possibility,  supply  it  from  a  malicious 
motive.    In  such  a  case,  a  plea  of  justifica- 
tion, according  to  the  lata  decision,  would 
Completely  exonerate  the  innocent  pub- 
lisher, even  though  Tbe  motive  of  his  agent, 
br  reporter,' or  of  die  person  supplying  the 
information,  were  malicious ;  for  Lord  Txw- 
terdbx  distinctly  laid  it  down,  that  if,  in 
auch  a  case,  tbe  jury  believed  the  facts  re- 
ported to  be  true,  the  animus  with  which  the 
lacta  were  communicated,  howevermaliciaus, 
nnght  to  have  no  influence  on  their  verdict. 
Tt  ia  Impossible  that  the  importance  of  this 
decision  should  have  been  overlooked  by  the 
public  journals ;  yet  St  so  happena  that,  ex- 
cept in  the  passage  above  cited  from  Mr.  Coa- 
" Sett's  Register,  not  tbe  slightest  allusion  has 
ever  been  made  to  it.   The  point  has  been 
gained,  and  it  matters  little  by  whom  it  Las 
been  gained,  or  whether  the  Editors  of 
newspapers  were  or  were  not  disposed  to 
give  us  credit  for  having  gained  it ;  but  we 
mention  this  circumstance  because  it  may 
furnish  a  comment  on  that  part  of  Sir 
James  Scarlett's  speech  at  the  late  trial, 
wherein  he  expatiated  on  the  connexion 
which  he  supposed  to  subsist  between  The 
Lancet  and  the  daily  journals,  and  even 
ventured  to  intimate  tint  one  of  tbe  leading 
articles  in  The  Times,  calling  public  attention 
to  the  Report  of  Mr.  Braivsby  Cooper's 
case  of  lithotomy,  was  contributed  by  our- 
selves to  that  journal.   In  this  part  of  his 
speech  Sir  James  had  the  merit,  to  use  a 
figure  of  bis  own,  of  killfng  two  birds  with 
one  stone  ;  for,  in  attempting  to  ssperse  the 
character  of  The  Lawcet,  he  was  at  the 
same  time  guilty  of  offering  a  gross  insult 
to  tbe  character  of  The  Times.   Th<>  precise 
nature  of  this  msuk,  the  learned  gentleman 


will  perhaps  never  understand,  unless  per 
adventure  he  should  himself  offer  to  The 
Times  a  leading  article  of  his  own  compo- 
sition j  for  if  The  Timet,  or  any  other  re- 
spectable journal,  would  disdain,  as  it  most 
assuredly  would,  to  address  the  public  in 
the  exquisite  language  of  Sir  James  Scar- 
lett, the  learned  gentleman  will  see  the 
absurdity  of  imputing  to  the  editor  of  a 
paper,  tbe  admission  of  a  contribution  in 
the  shape  of  a  leading  article,  under  any  other 
circumstances.    We  hare  supposed  a  max- 
imum of  temptation  in  supposing  the  tender 
of  a  leading  article  to  a  public  journalist 
on  the  part  of  Sir  James  Scarlett  ;  and 
thst  learned  gentleman's  mathematical  mind 
will  readily  perceive,  that  if  an  editor's 
virtue  could  be  proof  against  the  opportu- 
tanity  of  arraying  itself  in  the  exquisite 
plumage  of  the  propounder  of  the  Poor 
Bill,  any  inferior  degree  of  temptation 
would  be  easily  resisted. 

The  following  is  Mr.  Cobbrtt's  opinion 
of  the  merits  of  Mr.  Bransby  Coopeh's 
case,  after  a  perusal  of  the  full  report  of 
the  trial  :— 

"I  have  now  read  a  full  and  detailed  re- 
port of  this  trial,  the  publication  consisting 
of  a  hundred  and  sixty-six  pages;  and,  I 
can  only  say,  thst  if  this  report  be  correct, 
and  I  had  been  one  of  the  jury,  and  no  other 
evidence  than  that  which  1  have  read  bad 
been  given,  Mr.  Cooper  would  not  have 
got  one  single  farthing." 

We  believe  that  the  jury  would  have  ar- 
rived at  the  same  conclusion  as  Mr.  Cob- 
bet,  had  they  implicitly  followed  that  part 
of  Lord  TuNiERDEfj's  charge,  in  which 
he  directed  them  to  dismiss  from  their  miuds 
all  consideration  of  the  animus  with  which 
the  report  might  have  been  written,  and  also 
of  tbe  dramatic  form  which  was  given  to  it. 
Constituted  as  human  nature  is,  it  is  scarcely 
possible,  and,  we  will  frankly  admit,  it  is 
scarcely  desirable,  that  this  direction  should 

¥  * 

have  been  implicitly  followed,  supposing 
the  jury  to  have  believed,  that  our  reporter 
entertained  so  much  of  malice  towards  Mr. 
Bransby  Cooter,  as  to  be  glad  of  an  op- 
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portunity  of  publishing  a  case  calculated  to!  ing  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  with  damages 

expose  that  gentleman's  deficiencies,  and,  sufficient  to  save  his  professional  character 
consequently,  to  injure  his  reputation.  We  from  utter  ruin,  though  wholly  unsuited  to 
believe  that  no  quarrel  or  misunderstanding  the  justice  of  the  case,  if  thev  had  believed 
between  Mr.  Lambert  and  Mr.  Bransrv  him  to  have  a  substantial  foundation  for  the 


Cooper,  would  ever  have  induced  the  for- 
tner  gentleman  to  pervert  or  misrepresent 
the  facts  of  a  case  transmitted  for  insertion 
in    this   Journal  ;  and   if  Mr.  Bransry 
Cooper  had  had  the  fairness  and  the  man- 
liness to  publish  his  own  report  of  the  ope- 
ration  before  the  trial,  Uie  jury  would  then 
have  been  furnished   wiih  demonstrative 
evidence,  that  no  facts  had  been  perverted 
or  misrepresented.    In  many  respects,  as 
far  ua  facts  are  concerned,  Mr.  Bransbv 
Cooper's  own  report  of  his  case  is  even 
more  unfavourable  to  his  surgical  reputa- 
tion, than  the  report  transmitted  to  us  by 
Mr.  Lambert.    But  though  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  Mr.  Hhansuy  Coopir 
to  obtain  a  verdict,  had  lie  ventured  to  pub- 
lish his  own  report  before  the  trial— and  let 
it  bo    remembered,  that   Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper  kept  back  this  report   for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  increasing  his  chance  of 
obtaining  n  verdict— though  Mr.  Bransby 
Coopkb  afforded  tin?  jury  no  meam>  of  ascer- 
taining what  he  considered  a  true  statement 
of  the  facts  of  the  case,  except  by  putting  a 
single  witness  of  the  operation  in  the  box, 
his  assistant,  Mr.  Callaway,  which  assist- 
ant swore,  that  he  was  not  better  able  to 
form  an  opinion  of  the  difficulties  of  the 
case,  than  any  other  man  who  saw  the  ope- 
ration—and  though  not  a  single  material 
fact  stated  in  our  report  was  contradicted  by 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's  only  witness — 
notwithstanding  all  these  circumstances,  we 
are  ready  to  admit  that,  if  the  jury  believed 
our  reporter  to  have  entertained  malice  to- 
wards   the  operator,  they  were  morally 
though,  according  to  Lord  T>.nterdks's 
direction,  not  legully,  justified  in  presum- 
ing, that  some  material  fact,  though  uncon- 
tradicted by  any  evidence,  might  have  been 
uutruly  atuted,  and,  consequently,  in  return- 


injury  of  which  he  complained.  But  to 
whatcircumstauce  is  Mr.  Bransry  Cooper 
indebted  for  having  gained  his  "  jiot  per 
cent.*'  upon  the  alleged  amount  of  injury, 
which  Mr.  Cobbett  calls  "  a  pitiful  result 
for  so  grand  a  speculation  ?  " — solely  to  the 
suppression  of  his  own  report  of  the  ope- 
ration, until  after  he  had  obtained  a  ver* 
diet;  for  that  report,  had  it  appeared  be. 
fore  the  trial,  would  have  removed  all  doubt 
from  the  minds  of  the  jury,  and  established, 
beyond  the  possibility  of  contradiction,  the 
truth  of  the  facts  stated  in  Mr.  Lambert's 
report. 

The  following  observation*  of  Mr.  Cos- 
bett  are  well  deserving  of  the  public 
attention  :•— 

"  It  was  curious  to  observe,  that  at  this 
trial  the  BKNCH  was  covered  with  Sur- 
geons !    \Y  liat,  are  they  got  there  too  ?  Is 
it  come  to  this,  that  the  rich,  or  supposed 
rich,  that   the   powerful   prosecutors,  in 
short,  are  to  be  prrketl  up  on  the  Bench 
alongside  of  the  Jud»e,  are  just  to  step  down 
from  the  Bench  to  the  witness-box  to  give 
their  evidence,  and  then  step  back 
resume  their  seat  upon  the  Bench  ;  and  all 
this  while  t!;o>e  whom  thev  prosecute,  and 
against  whom  they  bring  actions,  though 
perhaps  a  thousand  times  their  worth,  to 
be  compelled  to  stand  upon   the  floor, 
amongst  the  attorneys'  clerks  and  court 
beadles?   There  was,  upon  this  occasion, 
old  Coopk.r  himself  (without  his  famous  ia» 
strumenls,  I  believe)  seated  on  one  side  of 
the  Judge ;  and  there  was  Mr.  Grrbk,  and 
a  whole  tribe  of  Surgeons,  ail  stepping 
down  from  the  Bench  alternately  to  the 
witness-box,  to  give  evidence  against  Mr. 
Wakley  ;  while  there  was  Mr.  Waklkt 
sitting  or  standing  amongst  the  attorneys' 
clerks  and  tipstaffs.    I  leave  for  the  Judge 
to  consider  how  far  this  was  decorous  in  ap- 
pearance ;  how  far  his  dignity  was  likely  to 
bo  enhanced  by  having  these  companions 
on  the.  Bench ;   and,  above  all  things,  I 
wish  him  to  consider  the  probable  effect 
that  these  marked  thiugs  might  hare  upon 
the  minds  of  (he  jury  ;  and  the  effect  which 
this  strange  proceeding  might  have  "had 
upon  the  tnind  of  the  defendant.    It  hap* 
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pened,  indeed,  that  these  tribe  of  Bencher- 
Surgeons  bod  before  them  a  man  not  to  be 
intimidated  by  any  thing  ;  and  a  man  to 
feel  increased  energy  in  consequence  of  the 
insult  offered  him  in  the  perching  of  his 
enemies  upon  the  Bench.  This  was  a  man 
not  to  be  put  down ;  but  it  is  not  always 
that  there  will  be  such  a  man  to  be  a  de- 
fendant; and,  therefore,  let  us  hope  that 
even  before  we  get  a  reform  of  the  «*  collec- 
tive," this  practice  of  perching  prosecutors, 
or  the  witnesses  of  prosecutors,  upon  the 
Bench,  will  be  discontinued.  I  wonder 
that  Mr.  Waeley  did  not  complain  of  this 
upon  the  spot.  However,  he  did  the  thing 
so  well,  obtained  so  complete  a  triumph  for 
the  press  and  for  the  public,  as  well  as  for 
himself,  that  we  may  leave  to  the  Coopers 
the  privilege  of  boasting,  that  they  have 
for  once  sat  upon  the  Bench  alongside  of 
the  Judge." 

Who,  in  the  name  of  common  decency, 
are  such  persons  as  Joe  Green,  Chart.es 
Key,  Ben  Brodie,  Ben  Travebs,  and 
Ben  Harrison,  ci-devant  vendor  of  bot- 
tles, that  they  should  presume  to  perch 
themselves  on  the  same  bench  with  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice   of   England  1  Had 
Rowland  Stephenson,  the  depredator,  who 
fled,  or  rather  who  travelled  by  easy  stages 
in  one  of  the  carriages  which  he  called  his 
own,  loaded  with  the  spoils  of  his  confiding 
customers — had  this  man  been  subpoenaed  to 
give  an  account  of  the  way  in  which  he 
managed  the  funds  and  dispensed  the  patro- 
nage of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  in  the 
capacity  of  treasurer  to  that  Institution,  he 
too  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  seen  perched 
upon  the  same  bench  with  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  England.   This  practice  is  not 
only  indecent— not  only  derogatory  to  the 
dignity  of  the  Bench,  and  calculated,  as 
Mr.  Cobbett  suggests,  to  have  an  evil  influ- 
ence on  the  minds  of  jurymen,  but  it  some- 
times leads  to  practical  violations  of  the 
decorum  which  ought  to  be  observed  in  a 
court  of  justice.    In  the  time  of  Lord 
Ellenborough,  a  peer,  who  was  to  be  called 
as  a  witness  in  a  cause,  and  who  had  pro- 
bably some  interest  in  the  event  of  the 
■uit,  was  perched,  on  the  score^of  his  peer- 
age, by  the  side  of  the  learned  judge,  and 
f  himself  of  his  proximity,  had  the 
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presumption,  in  the  progress  of  the  trial,  to 
address  some  observation  to  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice, in  a  whisper.  The  reply  of  Lord 
Ellenborough  to  the  peer,  tittered  in  a 
voice  which  resounded  to  the  extremities  of 
the  court,  was  brief  and  characteristic— 
"  If  you  again  thus  presume  to  address  me, 
I  shall  commit  you  to  the  custody  of  the 
tipstaff." 


We  intended,  this  week,  to  take  a  review 
of  the  rise  and  fall  of  a  number  of  Medical 
Journals,  which  have  appeared  and  disap- 
peared since  the  first  publication  of  The 
Lancet,  and  also  of  the  death  of  all  the 
old  rubbish  which  existed  before  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  Journal ,  but  our  space 
will  not  permit  us  to  enter  upon  this  sub- 
ject in  the  present  Number. 


Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.— 
(Concluded.) 

The  article  which  succeeds  Mr.  Syme's 
paper,  demands  little  comment ;  its  object 
being  a  description  of  the  well-known 
climate  and  diseases  of  Lisbon.  According 
to  the  young  traveller  who  gives  it,  Lisbon 
seems  to  be  a  pleasant  place  enough  to  reside 
in  ;  there  is  an  abundant  supply  of  sunshine 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  year; 
and  at  all  times  a  fortunate  dearth  of  disease. 
People  contrive,  however,  to  die  in  Lisbon, 
just  as  they  do  elsewhere,  and  of  pretty  much 
the  same  description  of  maladies  as  in  less 
favoured  climes.  This  is  the  sum  total  of  Mr. 
Wallace's  statistical  observations,  who,  we 
have  no  doubt,  Bpent  his  time  very  agreesbly 
between  the  city  and  the  sea  ;  but  we  are 
not  quite  so  certain  of  the  propriety  of 
taxing  us  with  the  perusal  of  a  common- 
place  record  of  his  pleasurable  sensations, 
even  in  the  delightful  climate  of  Lisbon. 
Mr.  Wallace  is  followed  by  Mr.  Crichton, 
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of  Dundee;  but  we  are  sorry  to  say,  that 
be  is  not  quite  so  interesting  on  the  subject 
of  hydrophobia,  as  he  was  when  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  him  last,  in  an  article 
on  lithotomy.  So  fortunate  an  exemption 
from  this  frightful  affection  blessed  the 
country  around  "  Bonie  Dundee,"  for  seve- 
ral years,  that  Mr.  Crichton  began  to  think 
that  there  was  no  such  disease  as  hydro* 
phobia  at  all.  The  only  parallel  to  this 
strange  conceit  with  which  we  happen  to 
be  acquainted  is,  the  attempt  which  was 
made  by  a  Frenchman,  some  time  ago,  to 
prove  that  syphilis  was  merely  a  metaphy- 
sical abstraction,  existing  in  the  mind  of 
some  foolish  speculative  writers,  such  as 
John  Hunter.  A  bull-dog  terrier,  however, 
brought  Mr.  Crichton  to  his  senses  on  this 
subject,  about  twelve  years  ago.  This  fero- 
cious little  animal,  he  tells  us,  bit  several 
persons,  one  of  whom,  a  young  lady,  died  of 
genuine  canine  madness,  while  the  rest 
escaped  at  the  expense  of  a  severe  fright, 
on  learning  her  melancholy  fate.  We  should 
feel  happy  to  record  any  novelty  in  the 
pathology  or  treatment  of  this  affection, 
discovered  by  Mr.  Crichton,  but,  as  yet,  he 
has  made  as  little  progress  on  these  point* 
as  any  of  his  predecessors. 

Mr.  Crichton  was  not  more  embarrassed 
about  hydrophobia,  than  Mr.  Duvar,  of 
Dumferline,  seems  to  be,  about  the  manner 
in  which  the  bladder  of  a  patient,  whom  he 
examined  after  death ,  was  lacerated.  The 
subject  of  his  speculations  on  this  problem 
received  some  severe  blows  on  the  abdomen, 
in  a  drunken  brawl ;  he  was  subsequently 
seen,  however,  attending  to  his  business; 
and,  at  a  still  later  period,  fell  on  the  ground, 
while  in  a  state  of  inebriety  the  symptoms  of 
the  injury  of  which  he  died,  then  first  set  in 
with  severity.  All  this  Mr.  Duvar  kuows  by 
report  only,  not  being  himself  in  attendance 
on  the  case.  At  the  post-mortem  exami- 
nation, he  discovered  a  considerable  effusion 
into  the  abdomen,  and  a  rupture  of  the 
bladder,  about  three  inches  and  a  hall-'  in 


length,  and  a  great  thickening,  ot contraction 
of  the  coats  of  that  viscus.  From  the  fact 
of  the  patient  having  worked  after  the  in- 
fliction of  the  first  injury,  Mr.  Duvar  infers 
that  the  rupture  could  not  then  have  taken 
place  :  the  nature  of  the  laceration  disposes 
him  to  think,  that  it  could  not  be  the  effect 
of  the  retention  of  urine  ;  the  openings,  in 
such  cases,  being  small,  and  formed  by  gan- 
grene and  ulceration ;  he  therefore  concludes 
that  the  rupture  must  have  occurred  at  the 
time  of  the  fall,  when  the  bladder  was  pro- 
bably in  a  slate  of  distention.  For  one  who 
knew  nothing  of  the  case  but  what  he 
learned  from  others,  and  through  an  autopsy, 
Mr.  Duvar's  conjecture  of  the  real  cause  of 
the  accident  is  as  rational  as  any  that  could 
be  formed,  under  such  vague  circumstances. 

W  e  are  next  favoured  with  an  account  of 
another  "rupture,"  by  assistant-surgeon 
Gun,  of  the  Spartiate  frigate,  in  the  Tagus; 
but  this  "  rupture"  happened  to  take  place 
in  the  pulmonary  artery.  The  patient,  we 
are  told,  was  an  unhealthy  looking  "  tar," 
and,  as  if  in  the  habit  of  making  too  free 
with  "grog,"  about  which  there  can  be 
very  little  doubt,  he  had  been  unwell  for  a 
few  days,  with  some  rather  obscure  symp- 
toms, for  which  he  was,  of  course,  appro- 
priately treated;  but,  on  making  some 
exertions  afterwards  in  his  occupations 
about  the  bowsprit,  "  Jack"  fell  to  rise  no 
more,  and  would  have  been  drowned,  by 
diopping  into  the  water,  but  for  the  humane 
assistance  of  some  of  his  companions.  The 
chest  was  found  filled  with  blood,  in  the 
usual  states  of  serum  and  crassamentum ; 
the  lungs  compressed,  of  course,  by  the 
effused  fluid ;  which  is  not  at  all  surprising, 
considering  that  a  large  rupture  was  found 
in  the  pulmonary  artery,  about  one  inch  and 
a  half  from  its  origin,  in  the  right  ventricle'. 
Around  this  apetture  the  vessel  was  dis- 
eased, to  the  extent  of  a  shilling ;  the 
coats  of  the  vessel  being  thin,  of  a  brown 
colour,  and  generally  degenerated.  This  cir- 
cumstance naturally  introduces  the  subject 
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of  die  formation  of  aneurism  ;  but,  to  do 
Mr.  Guajiutice,  he  haa  not  abused  an  op- 
portunity, to  favourable,  for  inflicting  on  us 
a  eritieiem  on  Scarpa  ;  and  though  hia  re- 
mark* are  plain  enough,  we  are  really  grate- 
ful to  him  that  they  are  so.  few,  their  brevity 
being  by  far  the  beat  part  of  them. 

"  U%"  ™&  which  word  Dr.  Thomas 
Masterman  Winterbottom  begins  the  next 
article,  is  really  so  ominous  a  particle  to  com- 
mence an  essay  with,  particularly  on  bo  spe- 
culative a  question,  as  the  nature  and  con- 
tagion of  typus  fever,  that,  we  had  some 
notion  of  leaving  the  Doctor  to  accumulate 
his  fanciful  oreationa  around  this  monosyl- 
labic nucleus  of  hypothesis  without  inter- 
ruption, until  we  accidentally  saw  at  the 
bottom  of  each  page,  the  erudite  sources  oi 
hia  materials,  which  comprehend  quotations 
from,  and  references  to,  the  writers  of  all 
ages,  nations,  and  languages.  Wo  therefore 
gave  him  the  benefit  of  a  perusal,  aiul  found, 
as  thie  ostentatious  display  of  reading  led 
uft  to  expect,  that  were  the  various  authors, 
whose  ideas  he  has  had  the  ingenuity  to 
combine  into  this  essay,  merely  to  take  back 
but  one  syllable  each  from  the  compound, 
they  would  leave  him  in  the  melancholy 
predicament  of  the  jackduw  in  the  fable, 
stripped  of  its  borrowed  plumage  by  the 
rest  of  the  feathered  tribes.  *The  upshot  of 
this  ingenious  medley,  we  perceive,  is  a  re- 
commendation of  that  now  fashionable  prac- 
tice in  mflammatory  complaints,  the  exhi- 
bition of  calomel  in  large  doses,  say  of  some 
hundsed  grains,  within  s  few  days.  Among 
tho  diseases  for  which  this  treatment  is 
proposed*  there  is  one  so  seldom  left  to  the 
mercy  of  mercury,  or  any  other  article  of 
of  the  materia medica,  except  steel,  that  we 
are  induced  to  allow  the  Doctor  with  the 
awful  name,  to  express  himself  on  the  sub- 
ject :— 

"  Xu-enteritis  and  strangulated  hernia,  two 
cognate  diseases,  I  have  found  calomel,  in 
large  doses,  to  possess  a  power  equal  to 
Peruvian  bark  in  intermittent  fever.  In 
strangulated  hernia,  ten  grains  of  calomel 


repeated  every  hour,  or  hour  and  a  half,  so 
that  one  hundred  and  twenty  grains  may  be 
administered,  in  from  fourteen  to  eighteen 
hours,  will  frequently  cauae  the  protruded  gut 
to  recede  spontaneously,  or,  at  least,  with  the 
slightest  touch.  When  vomiting  and  pain 
are  considerable,  a  grain,  or  half  a  grain,  of  > 
opium  will  be  found  useful.  In  upwards 
of  twelve  cases  this  method  succeeded  with 
me  ;  in  one  instance  only  it  appeared  to ' 
fail,  from  adhesion  of  the  sac;." 

Strangulated  hernia,  strictures,  adhesions'  . 
and  all,  to  yield  before  calomel  and  the 
slightest  touch !  Perhaps  so,  indeed,  though 
to  us  it  sounds  rather  strange,  even  with 
the  adjuvant  of  a  little  opium  ;  but  we  shall 
certainly  be  on  the  look  out,  in  tho  future 
numbers  . of  the  "  Indigo  Journal,"  for  fur* 
ther  novelties  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Thomas 
Maaterman  Winterbottom  I  ... 

We  must  stand  excused  fot  a  very  bad 
pun,  but  Dr.  Wilson,  on  the  mechanism  of 
the  biliary  system,  has  really  made  us  so 
bilious  that  we  cannot  attempt  a  better; 
and  Dr.  Bostook,  in  a  letter  explanatory  of 
an  error  into  which  he  had  fallen,  in  writing  . 
on  the  coagulation  of  the  blood,  has  nor  a 
little  stirred  up  that  vehicle  of  indignant 
feeling  within  us,  that  he  should  have  writ- 
ten  a  trifle  so  ill,  who  has,  on  other  occa- 
sions, said  so  much  well.  We  must,  there, 
fore,  pass  them  over  in  silence,  lest  we  might 
become  personal,  and  restore  our  equani- 
mity by  an  examination  of  a  peculiar  epide* 
mic,  which  has  been  lately  visiting  the 
West  lndiau  Islands.  Mr.  Nicholson,  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  a  monograph  of 
ibis  disease,  has  baptised  it  an  "  Arthritic 
Exanthem,"  in  honour,  we  presume,  of  the 
memory  of  that  greatest  of  all  nosological 
onomatoligists,  John  Mason  Good.  The 
natives,  however,  not  quite  so  classical  in 
their  notions  respecting  nomenclature,  have 
called  it  the  "  Dandy,"  for  what  reason  Mr. 
Nicholson  could  not  learn,  nor  is  it,  perhaps 
worth  inquiry,  considering  the  queer  things 
which  are  said  and  done  in  a  place  where 
the  ssme  trade  is  carried  on  in  living  os 
Burke  did  in  dead  flesh,  at  Edinburgh.  The 
following  are  the  symptoms  and  treatment. 
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of  this  singular  affection,  as  described  by 

Mr.  Nicholson,  of  Antigua 

'*  Intense  headach  ;  flushed  countenance  ; 
pains  in  the  back,  in  the  wrists,  in  the  an- 
cles ;  weariness  of  limbs ;  and  great  pros- 
tration of  strength.  Along  with  these  there 
was  a  difficulty  of  flexion  in  the  joints  of  the 
fingers  ;  heat  of  skin,  with  moistnre  ;  acute 
sensibility  to  impressions  of  cold  ;  and  to- 
raiting,  which  aggravated  the  pain  of  the 
head.  In  the  course  of  thirty-eight,  or 
forty  hours,  these  symptoms  all  abated,  and 
the  patient,  in  general,  left  his  bed  on  the 
third  day,  perfectly  well.  From  the  fourth 
to  the  eighth  day,  subsequent  to  conva- 
lescence, a  pricking  sensation  was  felt  in  the 
soles  of  the  feet  and  the  palms  of  the  hands  ; 
an  eruption,  commencing  in  red  points,  dif- 
fused itself  over  the  body  in  wheals,  or  pa- 
pulre,  accompanied  by  pains  of  a  rheumatic 
character.  In  about  twenty-four  hours,  the 
eruption  also  disappeared,  leaving  the  cuti- 
cle iu  a  state  of  desquamation,  and  the  ancles 
edematous.  In  those  cases  in  which  there 
was  no  eruption,  the  pains  continued  for 
several  weeks  ;  but  in  no  instance  was  this 
disease,  which  very  much  resembled  in- 
fluensa  and  measles,  followed  by  fatal  re- 
sults. Cathartics,  saline  diaphoretics,  warm 
clothing,  and  frictions  with  flannel,  consti- 
tuted the  principal  means  of  cure." 

A  sagacious  little  note,  by  the  Editor, 
Dr.  Crnigie,  appended  to  this  pnper,  informs 
us,  that  this  epidemic  proceeded  from  East 
to  West,  through  the  West  Indian  Islands, 
and,  unfortunately,  deprives  us  of  the  hope 
that  this  harmless  affection  would,  some 
summer  or  other,  make  an  incursiou  among 
our  own  "  Dandies,"  to  the  ^reut  delight 
of  the  public,  and  the  profit  of  the  doctors. 
Here,  however,  end  the  "  original"  commu- 
cations  of  the  "  Blue"  for  the  last  three 
months,  and  with  them  we  must  take  leave 
of  our  readers  for  the  present.  The  re- 
views, which  now  bring  up  the  Tear  of  this 
Journal,  are  no  longer  objects  for  praise  or 
censure,  nor  have  they  been  since  the  re- 
tirement of  Dr.  Duncan,  and  the  decease 
of  Dr.  Uateinan,  the  Coryphoci  of  this  once 
celebrated,  but  now  crest  fallen,  publica- 
tion. 
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Dr.  Shearman  in  the  Chair. 

REPORTING  COMPLICATED  CASES  OF  PURE- 

WTIS— •  AND  Dfcl.  IIUl'M  TREMENS. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  were 
read. 

The  President  did  not  consider  that 
it  appeared  very  distinctly  from  them  what 
had  transpired  respecting  reporting,  and 
therefore  he  thought  it  right  to  state,  that 
the  conversation  upon  reporting  arose  from 
Dr.  Clutterbuck's  objection  to  tho  publica- 
tion of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Society.  The  Doctor  intended  to  make 
a  motion,  calculated  to  suppress  such  pub- 
lication ;  he,  however,  found  the  majority 
of  the  meeting  very  much  against  such  a 
motion,  aud  therefore  he  postponed  the  re- 
solution  till  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attend- 
ing at  a  more  full  meeting.  The  question 
had,  therefore,  not  finally  been  disposed  of, 
but  till  it  should,  the  reporting  was  to  be 
permitted  to  go  on  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  Council,  the  Reporter  to  be 
responsible  to  them  ;  Dr.  Clutterbuck  being 
at  liberty  to  bring  forward  the  subject  again 
when  he  pleused.  When  it  should  be  brought 
forward  again,  in  all  probability  the  sense 
of  the  Society  would  be  taken  by  ballot, 
and  the  further  reporting  decided  upon  by 
the  result  of  that  ballot. 

Dr.  Buck  could  not  understand  a  part  of 
what  had  been  represented  to  have  passed 
at  the  last  meeting  on  reporting,  but  be  was 
desirous  of  bringing  forward  a  question  now 
upon  the  subject.  As  far  as  he  could  collect 
from  the  Registrar's  minutes,  an  irregular 
conversation  upon  the  point  had  arisen, — 

The  Presidknt  observed,  that  the  con- 
versation had  not  been  irregular,  but  any 
conversation  then  upou  it  by  Dr.  Illicit 
would  be  out  of  order,  and  a  waste  of  the 
Society's  time. 

Dr.  Buck  said,  that  if  it  was  suffered  to 
be  brought  forward  last  Monday,  he  knew 
of  no  law  preventing  the  conversation  being 
renewed  this  week. 

The  President.  Dr.  Blick,  we  must  not 
tutor  into  it  at  present. 

Dr.  Blick.  Then  I  submit  to  the  Chair 
one  other  observation.  (Cries  of  Chair, 
Chair.) 

The  President.    No;  I  cannot  hear  it. 

Dr.  Blick.  Well,  then,  I  am  to  under- 
stand theie  is  one  law  here  for  the  Medes 
and  another  for  the  Persians.  (Laughter.) 

The  President.   No  ;  certainly  not. 


The  Ebcisi  r  a  r  read  a  paper,  forwarded 
to  the  Society  by  a  Member,  on  what  he 
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considered  cases  of  phranitis,  and  delirium 
tremens.  The  subject  of  the  first  wss  a 
solicitor  in  the  City,  tetat.  about  thirty  yearB, 
who  bad  lately  married.  He  had  been 
a  temperate  man,  but  for  about  a  month, 
at  Christmas  last,  had  indulged  much 
more  than  ordinary  in  the  pleasures  of 
the  table.  Five  days  before  his  attack  of 
illness,  his  wife  was  seized  with  puerperal 
mania,  and  the  grief  occasioned  by  this, 
together  with  the  late  intemperance,  was 
supposed  to  hare  caused  the  attack.  Very 
soon  after  this  attack,  he  was  obliged 
to  have  the  strait  waistcoat  put  on,  and, 
during  the  time  it  continued,  he  had  two 
violent  paroxysms ;  between  them  an  inter- 
val of  nine  hours  elapsing  of  comparative 
quietude.  Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  from  the  arm  ;  thirty-six  leeches,  iu 
the  whole,  applied  to  the  head,  'and  he  was 
cupped.  On  dissection,  there  were  marks 
of  meningeal  inflammation,  aud  the  plexus- 
choroides  ver?  turbid.  The  vessels  of  the 
pia  mater  were  much  injected  ;  a  slight  se- 
rous effusion  upon  the  brain  ;  but,  other- 
wise, nothing  particular  to  be  remarked. 

Mr.  Sh early  did  not  think,  from  the 
description,  that  this  case  had  any  thing  to 
do  with  phrenitis,  but  that  it  was  a  pure 
case  of  delirium  tremens.  He  wished  to 
know,  whether  the  gentleman  had  abstained 
from  the  use  of  stimuli  for  some  days  pre- 
vious to  the  attack.  If  this  were  so,  and 
regarding  the  dejected  state  into  which  be 
had  been  thrown  by  the  sudden  illness  of 
his  wife,  he  should  think  no  doubt  could 
remain  as  to  the  character  of  the  disease, 
and  that,  in  such  a  case,  depletion  was  to 
be  condemned. 

Mr.  Kingdon  inquired,  what  colour  the 
brain  was,  when  cut  into,  and  whether  any 
of  the  viscera  were  examined? 

Mr.  Callaway  considered  that  it  might 
be  useful  for  the  author  to  state,  orally, 
the  condition  of  the  pulse  with  more  pre- 
cision than  had  been  taken  notice  of  in  the 
paper. 

The  Author  observed,  that  the  patient 
had  not  left  off  the  use  of  stimuli  before  the 
accession  of  the  complaint,  though,  for  a 
short  time  previously,  the  use  of  it  had  been 
lessened  in  quantity.  The  brain  presented 
rather  a  more  yellow  appearance  than  was 
observable  in  the  healthy  state.  The  vis- 
cera were  not  examined.  The  pulse  was 
sharp  ond  wiry,  varying  exceedingly  in 
quickness,  but  never  under  130. 

The  circumstances  of  another  case  were 
related  by  the  Registrar,  communicated  by 
the  same  Author.  The  patient  was  a  medical 
student,  who  resided  with  a  surgeon  at  the 
West  end  of  town.  He  was  taken  suddenly 
with  abberrations  of  mind,  aud  confined  to 
bed  for  about  seven  duys.  During  the  whole 


of  his  illness  he  did  not  present  one  single 
symptom  of  fever,  and  the  pulse  was  sel- 
dom, if  ever,  above  eighty  or  ninety.  He 
was  bled  to  16  ounces ;  his  head  was  shaved 
and  blistered;  neither  the  brain  nor  its 
membranes  presented  any  degree  of  vascu- 
larity;  about  two  ounces  of  serous  fluid  were 
found  iu  the  lateral  ventricles  ;  and  the  only 
appearance  of  inflammatory  action  through- 
out the  brain,  was  at  the  decussation  of  the 
optic  nerves,  where  a  small  quantity  of 
coagulable  lymph  had  been  thrown  out.  He 
had  complained  of  paiu  in  the  head  for  two 
weeks.  The  question  with  the  Author 
here  was,  whether  hydrocephalus  waa  ca- 
pable of  existing,  without  the  cause  to  which 
it  was  generally  referred,  viz.  inflammation? 
This  caae  showed,  to  his  mind  at  least,  that 
effusion  might  go  on  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, without  any  adequate  inflammation 
preceding  it ;  nor  had  he  any  doubt  that  the 
effusion  into  the  ventricles  produced  death. 

Dr.  Blick  looked  upon  any  quantity  of 
coagulable  lymph  thrown  out,  as  a  proof  of 
adequate  inflammation  having  existed.  He 
did  not  put  any  great  stress  on  the  appear- 
ances presented  by  dissection  ;  but  he  held 
bleeding,  followed  by  a  large  dose  of  opium, 
to  be  the  best  treatment  in  delirium  tre- 
mens, i 

Dr.  Ryan  objected  to  general  bleeding 
in  delirium  tremens,  as  he  had  often  done 
before. 

Mr.  Lloyd  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
whenever  acute  mania,  or  any  serious  dis- 
ease wss  going  on  in  the  brain,  bleeding 
ought  to  he  had  recourse  to.  In  hydroce- 
phalus, Dr.  John  Clarke,  and  subsequently 
his  brother,  Dr.  Charles,  had  used  depletion, 
with  the  greatest  possible  success.  He 
(Mr.  Lloyd)  had  adopted  the  same  plan ;  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  taking  away  blood,  gene- 
rally, and  almost  always,  with  success. 

Mr.  Kingdon  related  a  case  that  had 
come  under  his  own  care  very  similar  to  tbe 
last,  the  particulars  of  which  had  been  read. 
It  was  that  of  a  medical  student  too,  of  a 
very  anxious  and  honourable  mind,  who 
had  been  so  solicitous  respecting  his  exami- 
nation at  the  College,  that  he  was  after- 
wards seized,  though  he  passed  his  exami- 
nation with  the  utmost  credit  to  himself, 
with  the  most  violent  brain  affection.  This 
gentleman  was  bled,  opium,  and  hyoscyaraus 
administered,  his  bowels  kept  open,  and  he 
recovered. 

Dr.  Rama  dg  i  related  several  cases  of 
acute  mania,  and  other  diseases  of  the  head, 
that  had  fallen  under  his  care,  and  he  exhi- 
bited specimens  of  inflamed  membranes  of 
the  brain. 

Mr.  Edwabds  recommended  the  most 
prompt  ond  free  use  of  the  lancet  in  acute 
inflammation  of  the  brain,  even  in  children 
of  but  a  few  months  old. 
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WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Saturday,  February  7,  1829. 


Thk  Minutes  having  been  read, 

Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson  made  some  obser- 
vations on  tbe  subject  of  a  report  of  last 
week's  proceedings,  which  appeared  in  "  a 
hebdomadal,  critical  sort  of  a  publication," 
in  which  he  had  been  so  falsified,  that  it 
became,  he  said,  a  great  and  cruel  misfortune 
to  the  Society,  that  reporting  should  be  al- 
lowed at  all.  He  charged  the  work  with 
hating  violated  every  possible  feeling,  that 
it  bad  made  public,  private  business,  and 
said,  whoever  was  the  reporter,  he  felt  as* 
tonislied  that  the  Society  did  not  expel  him 
from  its  bosom  ;  at  the  least,  he  thought,  he 
ought  to  be  severely  reprimanded.  Dr. 
Thomson  then  publicly  charged  the  author 
of  the  mischief  with  falsehood. 

Dr.  Roderick  Macleod  sat  at  Dr. Thom- 
son's elbow,  but  mad*^  no  remark  in  reply ! ! 
For  ourselves,  we  are  unable  to  set  Dr. 
Thomson  right  with  the  public,  no  report 
having  appeared  in  Thk  Lancet  of  the  pro- 
ceedings on  the  night  in  question.  Although 
a  very  long  explanation  followed  ou  the 
subject,  we  did  jot  glean  from  it  the  parti- 
culars of  the  case. 

The  Minutes  were  at  length  confirmed, 
when  another  member  (Mr.  Thomson,)  rose 
with  alike  complaint  against  the  same  work, 
The  Exeretctnee,  which  he  charged  with  "  the 
most  unhandsome,  ungentlemanly,  unfair, 
and  slovenly  reporting." 

On  this  charge,  also,  Dr.  Roderick  Mac- 
Leod made  no  remark !  In  answer  to  a 
question  from  Mr.  Thomson,  whether  a 
reporter  could  be  kept  out,  or  punished, 
for  erroneous  reports, 

The  Chairman  stated,  that  the  subject 
had  been  brought  before  the  Committee  by 
different  members,  from  time  to  time,  but 
after  mature  deliberation,  it  had  been  de- 
cided, that  the  Society  had  no  law  by  which 
it  could  prevent  reporting,  either  by  mem- 
bers or  visiters,  nor  did  they  know  how  to 
prevent  it.  No  measures  had  therefore  been 
token,  and  the  only  reply  he  could  make  to 
gentlemen  who  thought  it  right  to  complain, 
was.  that  there  was  no  redress.  (Loud  ap- 
plause followed  this  announcement.) 

Mr.  Bennett  called  the  attention  of  the 
members  to  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
through  the  venous  system.  The  veins 
were  usually  supposed  to  gather  the  blood 
from  the  arteries,  and  to  bring  it  back  to  the 
heart ;  but  some  late  observations  had  in- 
duced him  to  think,  that  the  venous  system 
was  endowed  with  some  other  function. 
There  was  reason  to  suspect  this,  from  the 
preponderance  of  the  veins  over  the  arte- 


ries. Indeed,  so  apparent  was  this,  that 
unless  some  other  function  was  connected 
with  them,  he  might  almost  speak  of  them 
as  unnecessarily  numerous  and  capacious* 
Various  systems  of  veins,  particularly  those 
of  the  liver  in  all  creatures,  and  the  kid- 
neys in  certain  oviparous  animals,  afforded 
grounds,  he  thought,  for  believing  that  their 
business  was  not  merely  the  mechanical 
conveyance  of  the  blood.  Mr.  Bennett  here 
exhibited  M.  Breschet's  plates  of  the  ve- 
nous system,  showing  the  veins  connected 
with  the  vertebral  column,  running  along 
which  was  to  be  found,  a  collection  of  veins 
separated  into  two  series,  oue  external,  and 
another  internal,  the  two  communicating 
with  each  other  by  large  venous  branches, 
some  of  which  passed  through  the  bodies  of 
the  vertebra.  The  most  extraordinary  fact 
connected  with  these  veins  was,  that  there 
were  no  arteries  corresponding  in  size  or 
number  accompanying  them,  a  circumstance 
which  rendered  their  use  a  matter  of  much 
speculation.  At  present,  we  might  be  al- 
lowed to  explain  the  lassitude  and  painful  sen- 
sations in  the  loins  in  fever,  &c,  by  referring 
them  to  some  derangement  in  the  functions 
of  theae  vessels,  or  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  in  them.  There  was  a  system  of 
veins  in  the  bony  parietes  of  the  skull  ;  by 
carefully  removing  tbe  external  table,  large 
channels,  branching  off  in  to  numerous  canals, 
were  displayed,  and  small  openiugs  dis- 
cernible, through  which  the  great  sinuses 
within,  communicated  with  the  veins  exter- 
nal to  the  skull.  For  these,  of  course,  there 
was  some  function,  a  knowledge  of  which 
would  explain  a  variety  of  obscure  pheno- 
mena connected  with  disease,  and  particu- 
larly those  varions  affections  called  bead- 
achs.  He  would  submit  it  to  the  Society,  as 
an  interesting  and  important  subject,  to 
discuss  the  nature  of  that  function.  Mr. 
Bennett  subsequently  stated,  that  his  chief 
inducement  to  bring  the  question  forward, 
had  been  a  hope,  that  it  would  lead  to  some 
discussion  on  the  subject  of  apoplexy.  The 
quantity  of  blood  sent  by  the  heart  to  the 
brain  was  constantly  varying,  while  the 
quantity  returned  from  the  brain  xemained 
the  same,  in  consequence  of  the  nou-dila- 
tibility  of  the  sinuses  by  which  it  flowed 
back. "  This  circumstance  would  almost  lead 
him  to  explain  the  occurrence  of  apoplexy 
upon  mechanical  principles,  and,  in  illus- 
tration of  his  views,  Air.  Bennett  dwelt 
upon  the  constant  connexion  between  hyper- 
trophy of  the  heart  and  apoplectic  affections. 
In  the  healthy  condition  of  the  heart,  when 
iis  action  was  increased  by  stimulants,  ex- 
ercise, or  emotions  of  the  mind,  and  an  un- 
usual quantity  of  blood  was  transmitted  to 
the  brain,  the  system  of  veins  alluded  to, 
must  be  of  use  in  relieving  the  sinuses. 
It  was  argued  generally,  in  a  discussion 
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in  which  Mr.  Thomson,  Mr.  Burnett,  R. 
M'Leod,  Dr.  L.  Stewart,  Mr.  Biugbam,  and 
other  members,  took  part,  that  the  disparity 
between  the  veins  and  arteries  wight  be,  in 
great  measure,  equalised  by  the  increased 
velocity  of  the  blood  through  the  venous 
system,  and  that  the  want  of  power  in  the 
osseous  veins  to  collapse  or  dilate,  if  it  ex- 
istec1,  might  also  be  compensated  by  a  pro- 
portionate velocity  in  the  circulation  through 
them.  Mr.  Beuuett's  opinions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  apoplexy  were  also  opposed,  and  the 
members  did  not  generally  appear  to  coin* 
cide  in  the  viewa  which  that  geutlemau  laid 
before  them. 

Dr.  Granville  explained  a  new  method 
of  extirpating  tumours,  invented  by  himself, 
to  avoid  the  danger  which  arose  out  of  ex- 
cising or  extirpatiug  some  tumours,  whether 
by  ligature,  or  in  any  other  way.  The  pre- 
sout  case  was  that  of  a  vascular  tumour, 
connected  with  the  right  nympha  of  a  young 
female,  who  was  for  a  considerable  time  a 
patient  at  the  General  Dispensary.  All 
treatment  had  failed  in  diminishing  or  ar- 
resting its  progress,  and  it  was  feared,  that 
considerable  disease  of  the  vagina  would 
occur,  if  the  tumour  were  not  removed ;  but 
tbe  danger  of  haemorrhage  from  its  excision 
appeared  to  be  great.  Ligatures,  however, 
would  have  beeu  very  painful,  tedious,  and 
difficult,  as  the  tumour  extended  the  whole 
length  of  the  vagina.  Dr.  Granville,  there- 
fore, proceeded  to  apply  pressure  to  cut  off 
all  communication  with  the  surrounding 
parts,  and  then  employed  an  instrument 
which  he  termed  a  iuguin,  for  excision  of 
the  tumour  itself.  The  instrument  (which 
was  not  exhibited)  consisted  of  two  bars 
of  metal,  with  two  screws.  Its  action 
was  such  as,  by  turning  the  screws, 
wholly  to  cut  off  the  tumour.  The  tumour 
was  removed  on  the  fifth  day.  It  proved  to 
be  scirrhous  in  the  centre,  but  highly- 
vascular  around.  The  surface  was  now 
very  healthy,  the  pain  gone,  and  the  pa- 
tient doing  well.  The  opinion,  however, 
which  he  (Dr.  Granville)  had  formed  on  the 
subject,  after  greater  experience,  was,  that 
the  jugum  would  give  the  practitioner  the 
power  of  excising  the  tumour  at  once,  and 
without  gradually  regulating  the  pressure 
by  the  screws,  as  he  hud  done  in  the  pre- 
sent case.  He  was  convinced  that  there 
would  be  no  danger  fiom  hemorrhage,  and 
by  no  means  such  pain  as  arose  from  liga- 
tures. The  pain  at  the  moment  he  would  ( 
drawn  by  opium.  The  opposite  side  in  this! 
young  woman  was  uWo  uffccied,  and  he 
meant  to  treat  it  iu  the  same  way.  Dr.  Gran- 
ville stated,  that  he  removed  one  tumour 
only  the  previous  morning,  which  came 
sway  instantly,  and  was  not  followed  by  a 
drop  of  blood. 
.A  Member  considered  the  rapidity  of  the 


excision  very  advantageous*  He  thought  it 
might  be  applied  with  grest  advantage  to 
tumours  near  tbe  rectum* 

Dr.  Granville  stated,  that  Dr.  Ley  and 
Mr.  Arnott  were  present  at  one  operation, 
and  referred  to  the  latter  gentleman  for  his 
opinion  of  the  instrument. 

Mr.  Arnott  expressed  himself  well  satis- 
fied with  it.  He  had  not,  however,  had  suf- 
ficient opportunity  to  enable  him  to  make  up 
his  mind  as  to  its  advantages  in  all  cases. 
He  thought,  that  for  tumours  on  the  face, 
where  much  skin  could  not  be  afforded,  and 
a  great  scar  must  be  left,  its  use  was  not  so 
advisable. 

Dr.  Granville  meant  to  limit  tbe  appli- 
cation of  the  jugum,  but,  in  the  cases  he 
had  mentioned,  was  confident  it  bad  great 
advantages.  In  answer  to  a  question  from 
Mr.  North,  Dr.  Granville  repeated  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  rapid  was  better  than  the  gra- 
dual excision  of  tumours. 


— 


MEDICO- BOT A N I C A L  SOCIETY, 
February  10, 1829. 


Hie  Lord  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  in 
the  Chair. 

After  the  Minutes  had  been  read, 
Mr.  Pereira  wished  to  make  some  ob- , 
servations  on  the  subject  of  their  confirma- 
tion. 

A  debate  arose,  in  which  Mr.  Morss 
Churchill  aud  Mr.  Frost  took  parts ; 
the  latter  gentleman  opposing  tbe  right  of 
discussion  on  the  minutes.  The  question 
was  ultimately  referred  to  tbe  Her.  Prelate 
in  the  chair,  who  decided  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Frost. 

On  a  proposition  being  made  tbat  Dr. 
Steggall,  of  Junithfield  Bars,  should  become 
a  fellow  of  the  Society, 

Mr.MoRss  Churchill  observed,  that  be 
considered  the  proceeding,  connected  with 
this  proposition,  a  most  shameful  one ; 
he  would  not  suffer  it  to  pass,  without  ex- 
pressing his  opinion  that  the  Society  was 
disgraced  by  it.  Dr.  Steggall  had  been  pro- 
posed on  a  former  eveuing  by  some  gentle- 
men, amongst  whom  were  two  or  three  of 
those  fellows  who  had  opposed  the  ejec- 
tion of  Mr.  Brown,  aud  the  consequence 
was,  that,  at  the  ballot  on  the  last  even- 
ing. Dr.  Steggall  had  been  blackballed, 
as  an  act  of  revenge  upon  bis  propo- 
sers ;  this  had  been  done  through  the  in- 
fluence of  Mr.  Frost,  who  had  formed  a 
party  for  the  purpose.  Dr.  Steggall  imme- 
diately inquired  tne  cause  of  bis  rejection  ; 
lie  was  told  tbe  circumstances,  and  informed 
that  he  had  not  been  blackballed  from  any 
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personal  objections,  and  that  he  might  he 
proposed  again  j  this  he  hud  now  beeu  by 
some  of  the  very  men  who  had  before  re- 
jected him,  and  he  (Mr.  Churchill)  thought 
the  ciroumstances  very  disgraceful. 

Mr.  Frost  called  Mr.  Churchill  to  order, 
and  thought  thut  ho  ought  to  be  turned  out 
of  the  room,  for  making  the  statements  in 
the  presence  of  the  Rev.  Prelate  in  the 
Chair. 

The  debate,  which  had  become  extremely 
warm,  was  ultimately  checked  by  the  Chair- 
loan,  when 

Mr.  Frost  stated,  he  had  been  command- 
ed by  the  Council  to  inform  the  Society,  that 
they  would  not,  for  the  future,  allow  any 
discussion  whatever,  unconnected  with  its 
objects,  to  be  carried  on  during  the  meet- 
ing. The  Council  considered  it  was  con- 
sulting the  interests  of  the  Society  by  com- 
ing to  this  determination. 

The  Rev.  Prelate  hoped,  that  the  Fel- 
lows would  acquiesce  in  this  decision,  and 
nil  that  bad  now  passed  would  be  buried 
in  oblivion. 

A  Paper  was  read,  entitled  "  Observa- 
tions on  the  Chempodium  Oluinm,"  by 
Joseph  Houlton,  Esq.,  F.L.S.,  Associate  of 
the  Society ;  which  plant  the  author,  after 
making  some  observations  on  the  neglect 
into  which  many  of  our  indigenous  plants, 
once  highly  valued  by  medical  practitioners, 
have  fallen,  says  he  has  found,  in  two 
particular  cases,  to  possess  the  most  decided 
emmeaagogue  powers,  which  seem  to  have 
been  known  to  many  former  writers  on  ma- 
teria medica,  but  which  have  been  lately 
much  neglected.  The  author  exhibited  to 
the  meeting  a  specimen  of  extract  which  he 
had  prepared,  and  in  which  form  he  had 
always  administered  this  remedy. 

Another  paper  was  read,  entitled  "  Re- 
marks on  the  Prunus  Cacumiglia,"  by  Pro- 
fessor Michael  Tenore,  of  Naples."  Tlie 
whole  of  the  Continent  was  at  one  time  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  employing  indige- 
nous substitutes  tor  foreign  drugs  ;  this 
plant  was  then  used  as  a  substitute  for  Peru- 
vian bark,  and  successfully  administered  in 
numerous  cases  of  intermiitents.  A  bota- 
nical description  of  the  tree,  and  a  chemical 
analysis  of  its  ultimate  constituents,  were 
appended.  Thanks  were  voted  in  the  usual 
form. 

The  following  members  were  elected  : — 
The  Vice  Chancellor  of  England  ;  Dr.  L. 
Adolphus,  of  Jamaica  ;  Dr.  John  J.  Bigsby, 
of  Newark -on -Trent  ;  aud  Dr.  William 
Lempriere,  of  Newport. 

Members  admitted:  —  Benjamin  Bond 
Cabbell,  Esq.,  and  Charles  VVelstead,  Esq.  j 


ROYAL  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 

On  Monday  evening  last,  the  first  meet-  ■ 

ing  or  cottvermzhne  of  the  Royal  College  of 


Physicians,  of  the  present  Session,  was 
held  at  the  College,  Pall-mall,  East,  and  was 
very  numerously  attended. 

Dr.  Mat  on  presided,  and  Dr.  Macmiobsel 
read  a  paper,  drawn  up  .by  the  late  Dr. 
Baillie,  "  On  Paraplegia  j"  also  s  paper,  by 
Dr.  Gregory,  "  On  Smallpox,"'  showing  the 
prevalence  of  the  disorder  daring  the  last 
year,  and  thenumberofcasesinthe  Smallpox 
Hospital.  The  eases  were  principally  sup- 
plied from  the  neighbouring  counties,  where 
smallpox  has  been  very  prevalent.  Suffolk 
afforded  by  far  the  greatest  uumber  of  cases ; 
and  as  no  circumstances  occurred  to  invali- 
date the  prophylactic  powers  of  vaccination, 
it  would  seem  that  the  medical  men  of  that 
county  have  shown  some  degree  of  remiss- 
ness in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 


FRACTURE  OP   THE   SEVENTH  AND  EIGHTH 
DOBSAL  VERTEBRA. 

With  Paralysis  of  the  lower  half  of  the  Body, 
Ditbcation  of  the  Hedd  of  the  Femur,  and 
Jirst  Bene  of  the  Sternum. 

► 

William  Fray,  setat.  38,  a  bricklayer, 
was  admitted  into  Rahere's  Ward,  Jan. 6th, 
nt2  o'clock,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Lawrence, 
iu  a  state  of  insensibility,  having  fallen  from 
the  roof  of  a  house  three  stories  high,  in 
Fetter  Lane.  He  was  takeu  to  a  surgeon 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  brought  from 
thence  to  the  Hospital.  Mr.  Burnett,  the 
house  surgeon,  saw  hitn  when  admitted,  and 
discovered  an  irregularity  about  the  7th  dor- 
sal vertebra.  There  was  also  a  lacerated 
wound  of  the  integuments  covering  the 
metatarsal  bone  and  first  phalanges  of  the 
great  and  next  toe.  The  wound  was  dress- 
ed, and  a  dose  of  house  physic  ordered.  The 
pulse  feeble. 

7.  Complains  of  pain  and  difficulty  in 
breathing.  There  is  total  loss  of  sensation 
and  motion  of  all  parts  below  the  umbili- 
cus. The  body  is  cold,  particularly  the 
lower  extremities.  Pulse  still  feeble,  but 
seems  to  have  rallied  a  little  since  yester- 
day. The  uriue  has  been  drawn  oft* night 
and  morning,  and  the  house  physic  repeated 
this  moruing,  but  no  motion  obtained.  Mr. 
Lawrence  saw  him  to  day,  and  ordered  ca- 
lomel and  jalap,  should  the  house  physic 
not  act  shortly. 
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8.  Slept  a  little  in  the  night.  Felt  much 
pain  about  the  middle  of  the  back  this  morn* 
log,  particularly  when  the  nurse  moved  him 
on  his  side.  1  he  bowels  acted  lost  night 
after  the  calomel  and  jalap,  and  again  this 
morning,  involuntarily.  The  lower  extre- 
mities are  still  cold,  and  the  pulse  feeble. 

9*  Was  very  restless  last  night.  There 
is  more  power  in  the  pulse,  aud  the  lower 
extremities  feel  warmer.  The  circulation  is 
altogether  more  vigorous ;  hreathing  very 
painful  and  difficult. 

13.  Remains  in  a  similar  state.  The 
urine  drawn  off,  and  the  feces  pass  invo- 
luntarily. The  urine  latterly  has  acquired 
the  ammoniacal  smell.  Pulse  weaker ; 
countenance  sinking  ;  complains  of  much 
pain  in  the  right  side. 

15.  The  pain  and  tightness  of  the  chest  are 
now  very  distressing ;  breathing  quick  and 
difficult,  with  frequent  coughing;  bowels 
still  act. 

17.  Can  scarcely  breathe  without  cough- 
ing ;  pulse  very  quick  and  feeble  :  coun- 
tenance much  sunk. 

19.  Died  last  night  at  half-past  ten 
o'clock. 

Post-mortem  Examination  at  Two  d  Clock. 

Blood  extravasated  into  the  substance  of 
the  museles  of  the  back,  around  the  seat  of 
injury.  The  rim,  articular  processes,  and 
body  of  the  7th,  with  the  superior  articular 
process  of  the  8th  dorsal  vertebra,  frac- 
tured. Slight  effusion  of  blood  upon  the 
theca  vertebralis.  A  considerable  quantity 
of  bloody  serum  escaped,  on  separating  the 
arachnoid  membrane  irom  the  chord,  which 
was  found  in  this  situation,  completely 
broken  down  und  disorganised,  having  been 
pressed  upon  by  the  fractured  rim  of  the 
7th  vertebra,  being  quite  pultaceous  at  the 
seat  of  injury,  and  softened  both  above  and 
below,  especially  for  some  little  distance 
below,  and  presenting  here  and  there,  when 
cut  into,  |»atches  of  coagulated  blood,  which 
had  beeu  effused  into  its  structure.  On 
removing  the  sternum,  with  the  carti- 
lages of  the  ribs,  for  the  purpose  of  exam- 
ining the  chest,  the  upper  portion  of  that 
bone  was  found  dislocated  from  the  second, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  blood  discovered  in 
the  right  cavity  of  the  chest.  B\ood  was 
also  effused  into  the  cellular  texture  of  the 
pericardium.  A  curious  appeaiance  pre- 
sented itself  in  the  left  lung,  a  sort  of  ap- 
pendix, about  two  inches  ami  a  half  in 
length,  and  one  in  breadth,  at  its  base, 
gradually  narrowing  towards  a  point,  was 
attached  to  its  lower  portion,  au  attempt, 
apparently,  to  form  a  third  lobe.  The 
unusual  appeaiance  in  the  position  of  the 
right  lower  extremity  haviug  excited  the 
attention  of  one  or  two  present,  the  limb 
beiug  shortened  and  everted,  a  dissection 


of  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  was  com* 
menced,  and  the  head  of  the  femur  was  then 
found  to  be  resting  on  the  body  of  the 
pubes.  On  further  examination,  the  liga- 
raentum  teres  was  seen  to  be  ruptured,  and 
the  upper  and  internal  position  of  the  rim 
of  the  acetabulum  broken  away,  the  head  of 
the  bone  having  been  thrust  upwards  and 
forwards.  There  was  the  usual  effusion  of 
blood  into  the  muscular  and  ligamentous 
structures  around.  The  external  surface  of 
the  brain  presented  the  strongest  marks  of 
nervous  turgeecence,  with  much  effusion  of 
lymph  beneath  the  arachnoid.  The  internal 
parts  of  it  were  not  examined.  By  some 
neglect,  also,  the  bladder  was  not  examined. 
Neither  the  dislocation  of  the  sternum  nor 
femur  was  discovered  before  death. 

REMOVAL  OF    A    CARCINOMATOUS  ULCERA- 

RATION  OF  THE  LOWER  PALPEBRA. 

George  Smith,  set.  54,  was  admitted  into 
Henry  the  Eighth's  Ward,  Jan.  9,  with  an 
irregular  indurated  ulceration  of  the  lower 
palpebra,  evidently  carcinomatous,  extend- 
ing on  each  side  to  the  angles  of  the  eye- 
lids. About  seven  years  ago,  it  began  in 
the  shape  of  a  small  pimple,  and  had  gradu- 
ally attained  its  present  state.  Occasion* 
j  ally  it  had  been  painful,  but  generally  easy. 
Various  remedies  had  been  used.  Ordered 
eatap.  panis,  and  house-physic. 

14.  At  half-past  one  o'clock,  Mr.  Law- 
|  rence  removed  the  lower  palpebra,  extend- 
ing the  incision  around  the  angles,  and  up- 
wards, over  the  external  and  internal  fourth 
of  the  upper  eyelid,  leaving  the  two  middle 
fourths.    The  operation  was  a  delicate  and 

[  tedious  one.  A  piece  of  lint,  spread  with 
cerate,  was  directed  to  be  placed  between 
the  middle  pendulous  portion  of  the  upper 
eyelid, and  the  cut  surface  of  the  lower  one, 
and  a  wet  cloth  to  be  laid  over  the  whole. 

15.  Passed  a  tolerably  good  night ;  there 
is  some  little  tumefaction  and  redness  of  the 
integuments  around,  but  complains  of  little 
pain.    Bowels  not  open.    House  physic. 

*4.  The  same  dressings  have  been  con- 
tinued up  to  the  present  time.  Inflamma- 
tion of  the  conjuuetiva  came  on  within  these 
last  few  days,  and  the  pain  has  prevented 
sleep  at  nights.  There  is  now  some  degree 
of  chemosis  present,  but  the  patient  does 
not  at  present  complain  of  pain,  unless  when 
the  eye  is  eX]K>sed  to  the  light.  The  cornea 
is  quite  clear,  and  the  wouud  looks  healthy. 

Feb.  2.  By  the  cicatrisation  of  the.  wound- 
ed surfaces,  at  the  angles  of  the  palpebra;, 

|  their  aperture  is  much  contracted,  a  very 
small  opening  being  left ;  sufficient,  however, 
for  a  tolerable  use  of  the  eye. 

The  parts  are  very  nearly  healed,  and  the 

[inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva  much  di- 
minished. 


i 
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FEVER.— EPILEPSY. 


WESTMINSTER  HOSPITAL. 

Amy  Day,  aetatis  17,  a  plethoric,  san- 
guineous girl,  admitted  into  Ann's  Ward, 
under  Dr.  John  Bright,  10th  May,  1848. 
About  fourteen  days  previous  to  admission, 
the  usual  symptoms  of  fever  appeared  ;  the 
patient  applied  for  advice  to  a  quack,  who 
continued  to  treat,  or  rather  maltreat  her, 
until  this  date 


has  ceased  ;  breathing  laboured  and  slow, 
effectuating  a  very  distinct u  rale  muqueux ;" 
pulse  not  perceptible  ;  she  expired  at  noon. 

Inspection  of  Ute  Bochj  twenty-nine  Hours  after 

On  removing  the  calrarium,  the  menin- 
geal arteries,  and  their  satellite  veins,  Were 
found  turgid.  The  tunica  arachnoidea,  be- 
tween the  hemispheres,  injeeted  with  red 
blood.  The  pia  mater  appeared  a  fine  web 
of  scarlet  vessels.    A  large  secretion  of  pus 


On  her  first  appearance,  the  following  had  taken  place  between  the  arachnoid  tunic 


symptoms  were  extant;  face  flushed,  and 
puogently  hot  to  the  touch  ;  expression  of 
features  sombre  ;  irides  sensitive.  She  an- 
swers all  questions  rationally,  but  cannot  fix 
her  attention  on  any  subject  for  a  moment ; 
pain  of  head  ;  lassitude  ;  occasional  slight  ri- 
gours; respiration  variable, calm  and  equal  one 
moment,  hurried,  irregular,  and  unequal  the 
next;  pulse  130,  small,  weak,  and  inter- 
mitting ;  tongue  tremulous,  brown,  and 
glazy ;  lips  and  gums  covered  with  black 
sordes  ;  the  bowels  stated  to  be  open,  and 
secretion  of  urine  scanty  ;  the  skin  dry,  of 
unequal  temperature,  burning  hot  in  patches, 
and  elsewhere  cold.  The  following  reme- 
dies were  immediately  ordered  by  Mr.  Ed- 
wards :  a  clyster  of  salt,  olive  oil,  and  gruel 
immediately  ;  a  pill  of  four  grains  of  calomel 
and  a  grain  of  opium  afterwards ;  and  this 
draught  every  four  hours, 

Epsom  salts,  a  drachm. 

Dilute  vitriolic  acid,  10  minims. 

Infusion  of  roses,  1  oz.   Mix.    A  hot  bath. 

May  11.  Complains  of  a  sensation  of 
straitness  across  the  chest ;  pain  of  head 
diminished  ;  slight  incoherency  of  action  ; 
pulse  100,  stronger ;  skin  uniformly  hot. 
Bled  from  the  cephalic  median  vein  to  14oz.; 
the  clyster  to  be  repeated  occasionally  ;  ten 
grains  of  calomel  to  be  taken  directly,  and 
strong  purging  mixture  every  now  and  then. 
Barley  water,  qualified  with  sugar  and  mu- 
riatic acid,  to  be  used  as  common  drink. 

IS.  The  patient  passed  a  restless  night, 
occasionally  delirious  ;  towards  morning, 
comatose  mutteriugs  ;  hands  in  perpetual 
motion ;  bowels  open,  stools  fetid  and 
dark-coloured  ;  skin  hot. 

A  blister  to  the  back  of  the  neck, 
sinapisms  to  the  legs,  and  a  diaphoretic  mix 


and  pia  mater,  at  the  base  of , the  brain,  in- 
vesting the  pituitary  gland,  and  the  parts 
contained  within  the  circle  of  Willis ;  this 
secretion  was  traceable  along  the  course  of 
the  middle  cerebral  arteries  into  the  deep 
convolutions,  at  the  sides  of  the  cerebrum ; 
and,  in  the  trajet  of  the  posterior  cerebral 
arteries,  into  the  plexus  choioides  upwards, 
through  the  inferior  horns  of  the  lateral  ven- 
tricles. A  general  turgescence  was  dis- 
coverable throughout  the  vascular  system  of 
the  brain  ;  the  medullary  substance  pecu- 
liarly soft  in  the  thorax  ;  the  lungs  wore 
found  distended  with  blood  of  a  dark  colour, 
but  their  structure  was  unaffected  ;  the  mu- 
cous membrane  of  the  trachea  and  bronchi 
much  injected,  and  the  heart  apparently 
healthy. 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 

EPILEPSY. — ANNE'S  WARD,  NO.  1. 

Emma  Wayman,  ret.  18,  admitted  on 
Thursday,  February  5,  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Hoots.  The  patient  stated  that  she  first 
became  subject  to  fits  during  the  period  of 
dentition,  but  felt  nothing  of  them  after- 
wards, except  an  occasional  rising  in  the 
throat,  until  about  fourteen  years  since, 
when  she  had  an  attack  of  typhus  fever,  and 
the  fits  returned,  They  again  left  her, how- 
ever, and  she  experienced  nothing  but  an 
occasional  sensation  in  the  throat,  which 
has  always  continued.  About  five  or  six 
years  since,  the  fits  returned,  without  any 
apparent  cause,  and  have  continued  from 
that  time.    She  sava  she  now  has  them  from 


once  or  twice,  to  six  or  seven  times  a  day, 
and  seldom  goes  more  than  one  day  without 
ture  every  six  hours.    A  grain  of  opium  an  attack ;  is  generally  aware  when  a  fit 


and  five  grains  of  calomel  to  be  taken  directly 

13.  Constant  delirium  ;  muttering  ;  pupils 
dilated  ;  pulse  140,  small ;  other  symptoms 
unaltered. 

7,  p.m.  The  delirium  less  active ;  pupils 
more  sensible;  pulse  1*20,  fuller.  Twenty 
drops  of  laudanum,  and  twenty  of  antiinonial 
wine,  to  be  taken  at  bed-time. 

14.  The  passive  delirium  had  degenerated 
into  coma ;  irides  insensible ;  sensation 


is  coming  on,  from  additional  pain  in  the 
bead,  and  the  rising  in  the  throat,  and  can 
then  prevent  herself  from  falling,  by  leaning 
on  the  table  ;  but  occasionally  falls  down 
suddenly.  The  fits  continue  from  half  an 
hour  to  an  hour,  and  always  come  on  if  she 
does  not  evacuate  her  urine  as  soon  as  sire 
feels  an  inclination.  Menstruates  regularly, 
but  in  small  quantities;  has  constant  pain 
over  the  forehead ;  pupils  not  dilated  ;  ap- 
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COLIC-AMPtTTATIONS. 


petite  good  ;  bowels  moved  every  alternate 
day  ;  pulse  120,  soft,  and  not  full ;  says  she 
often  cries  on  recovering  from  a  fit.  Ordered 
to  apply  twenty  leeches  to  the  temples. 

Castor  oil,  balf  an  ounce, 
.  QU  of  turpentine,  four  drachms,  to-morrow 
morning. — Milk  diet. 

6.  Had  no  return  of  fit««ince  admission  ; 
but  anys  she  felt  a  alight  giddiness  tbis 
morning  :  pain  in  the  head  somewhat  re- 
lieved since  the  application  of  the  leeches. 
Bowels  have  not  been  acted  on. 

7.  Had  three  tits  last  evening-,  took  a 
dose  of  house  medicine,  which 
several  times  during  the  night. 

Ammcnlated  copper,  half  a  grain,  three  limes 
a  day. 

Extract  of  colocynlh,  with  bhie  pill,  three 

grains  every  Other  night. 
Pulse  80,  soft  and  compressible. 

9.  Ha8had  no  return  of  fits  since  Friday 
evening.  Ammoniated  copper  increased  to 
one  grain  three  times  a  day. 

10.  Had  no  return  of  fits;  headach  gone, 
and  quite  free  from  paxn.  Bowels  ,  open, 
pulse  soft, 

COLIC  fllOM  LEAD. 

Robert  Home,  «t.  2o,  a  glusa-cuUer,  in 
the  habit  of  using  white  lead,  was  admitted 
into  Edward's  Ward,  undeT  the  care  of  Dr. 
Roots,  on  Thursday  the  5th  of  Februory. 
Had  bad  pain  in  the  abdomen  for  three 
weeks  past ;  it  became  more  violent  ou 
Sunday  last*  and  was  attended  by  vomiting, 
which  continued  up  to  the  time  of  admission. 
Abdominal  muscles  stiongly  contracted,  and 
the  psin  bo  nevese,  as  to  cause  him  to 
writhe  in  great  agony.   Pain  somewhat  xe- 


GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 


Accident i  admitted  during  the  week,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Morgan. 

Accident  Ward— Injury  to  the  knee. 

Contused  wound  of  the  leg. 

Fractured  humerus. 

Injury  to  the  ancle. 

Injury  to  the  spine. 
Chapel  Ward— Fractured  patella. 

Burn. 

Luke's  Ward— Injury  to  the  testes. 


AMPUTATION. 

Tuesdsy,  February  10th,  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper  performed  the  flap  operation  below 
the  knee  on  a  middle-aged  roan  of  healthy 
appearance.  The  limb  was  removed  in  a 
short  nine,  hut  some  difficulty  was  expe- 
rienced in  seeuring  the  arteries,  which 
occupied  a  considerable  time,  and 
twelve  ounces  of  blood  were  lost. 


GLASGOW  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 


IMPROVEMENT  IN  THB  OPERATING  THE* 
AT  RE— t-SEGLICT  OP  THE  LAWS  Of  THE 
IIOSP1TA  L.  AMPUTATION. 

Si'nday,  January  18,  1829.  It  was  gene- 
rally understood  that  to  day  there  would  be 
nn  amputation  of  a  man's  thigh,  by  Dr. 
Couper ;  accordingly  a  great  number  of  stu- 


lteved  by  pressure  ;  has  had  no  stool  since  !  <leu  *,  ttssembled  *ome  tfme  b<?rore  tLe  . 
Juesday,  and  then  hut  one.  Pulse  80,  full,  j  ratj  ,  t0  witue8g  k  Ag  fof  »lf 
hut  soft  ;  tongue  white,  and  loaded.   Or-  x  wa8  tarried  t0  t,R.  operiltin.,  theatre,  more 

by  the  wishes  of  a  friend  than  my  own  ;  for 
frequent  disappointments  in  my  endeavour 


soft 
a 


'  Calomel,  10  grains,  with 
Opium,  4  grains,  afterwards. 
Castor  oil,  1  ounce,  with 
Oil  of  turpentine,  1  drachm,  eveTy  four 
hours,  until  the  bowels  are  opened. 
Milk  diet. 

6.  Has  experienced  but  trifling  relief, 
though  the  bowels  have  been  freely  acted  on. 
Waim  bath  repeated. 

Ertnact  of  henbane,  IS  grains. 
Feels  rather  better. 

7.  A  blister  to  the  abdomen,  and  to  take 
Diluted  sulphuric  acid,  13  minims,  with  half 

a  drachm  of  tincture  of  henbane,  every  six 
hours. 

9.  Bowels  open,  free  from  pain,  and,  in 
erery  respect,  much  better;  complains  only 
of  weakness. 

10.  Considerably  better;  nearly  conva- 
escent ;  complains  only  of  weakness. 


ing  to  see  the  operations  performed.,  had 
almost  sickened  me  at  the  idea  of  another 
attempt.  Although  there  were  many  before 
me,  I  was  still  early  enough  to  get  a  sest 
sufficiently  near  to  enable  roe  to  see  what 
was  going  on,  unless  some  unlucky  wight 
should,  in  the  mean  time,  step  in  between 
me  and  the  patient,  and  afford  a  gratui- 
tous and  unwished-for  opportunity  of  view- 
ing the  beauties  of  a  well-made  coat,  and  a 
deliberate  scrutiny  of  the  posterior  part  of 
an  equally  well-formed  person,  in  exchange 
for  the  Tegular  steps'  of  an  important  opera- 
tion. My  expectations  being  any  thing  but 
sanguine,  my  surprise  will  easily  he  ima- 
gined, when,  instead  of  the  usual  crowd 
round  the  table,  of  surgeons,  dressers,  clerks, 
and  visitors,  of  every  degree  and  description  ; 
these  gentlemen  modesttg  kept  at  a  distance, 
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so  that  every  one  saw  what  was  going  on. 
Perhaps  it  will  scarcely  be  conceivable  how 
twenty  individuals  could  be  accommodated 
in  a  circle,  the  radius  of  which  cauuot,  cer- 
tainly, be  more  than  eight  feet ;  but  such  an 
occurrence  did  undoubtedly  take  place.  Dr. 
Couper  and  Mr.  Cowan  deserve  the  thanks 
of  every  student  attending  the  Hospital  for 
the  change,  for,  to  their  good  sense  and 
good  feeling,  we  ate  no  doubt  indebted  for 
the  amendment.  This  was  the  first  opera- 
tion which  had  taken  place  since  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  letter  in  Thk  Lancet  on  the 
subject,  which,  though  shoit  enough,  was, 
it  seems,  sufficiently  long  to  effect  its  pur- 
pose. There  needs  not  oue  word  of  com- 
ment to  be  added  on  the  Bubject.  The  stu- 
dents have  for  years  murmured  respecting 
this  abuse  ;  they  hissed  and  hooted  loud 
enough,  to  be  sure,  but  as  one  generation 
went  away,  aed  another  succeeded  that 
which  was  gone,  they  still  found  the  abuse 
continue,  and  if  it  had  not  been  publicly 
noticed,  it  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
continued  to  exist.  I  hope  the  efforts  of 
The  Lanc  e i  in  this  instance,  will  always 
be  attended  with  a  result  as  bappv,  unex- 
pected, and  beneficial. 

Before  saying  any  thing  of  the  patient  or 
the  operation,  it  should  be  mentioned,  that 
the  day  previous  to  the  removal  of  his  limb, 
being  at  his  bed-side,  1  happened  to  cast 
my  eyes  to  the  ticket  attached  to  his 
bed,  and — will  it  be  believed?  although 
he  had  been  admitted  on  the  Wednesday 
before,  I  found  the  following  description, 
"  Robert  Leggate,  admitted  December 
27lh,  I8¥tf  :  ulcers,  secondary  syphilis." 
This  ticket  hud  belonged  to  the  man  who 
had  occupied  the  same  bed  before  the  ad- 
mission of  Ute  present  patient ;  but  al- 
though this  is  a  glaring,  it  is  not  the 
only,  instance  of  carelessness  aud  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  whose  duty  it 
is  to  attend  to  such  things.  .Some  few  days 
before,  I  counted,  on  one  side  aloue,  of  Ward 
No.  6\  no  less  than  six  beds  wanting 
tickets.  It  is  one  of  the  regulations  of  the 
Hospital,  that  the  name,  date  of  admission, 
and  disease  of  each  patient,  should  be  mark- 
ed on  a  ticket,  aud  attached  to  his  bed.  On 
ihe  fulfilmeut  of  the  first  two  of  these  in- 
junctions, the  pupils  have  u  right  to  insist, 
to  enable  them,  without  troubling  the  pa- 
tient, to  refer  to  his  esse  in  the  journals  ; 
but  as  to  the  last  of  the  three,  of  course,  it  is 
better  to  be  content  with  the  least  of  two 
evils,  and  rather  want  the  name  of  a  disease, 
than  be  presented  with  on  incorrect  one. 
The  Directors,  before  they  made  such  a  re- 
gulation, should  have  considered  the  neces- 
sity of  always  appointing  clerks  capable  of 
obeying  their  orders. 

 Cowan  was  admitted  by  Dr.  Couper, 

with  diseased  knee-joint.    He  had  beeu  re- 


peatedly a  patient  in  the  Hospital  before, 
and  now  came  to  have  the  limb  "removed. 

Compression  wns  made  on  the  femoral 
artery  by  Dr.  Auchinloss,  with  his  thumb. 
The  operation  was  performed  nt  the  supe- 
rior third  of  the  thigh,  by  the  double  flap, 
with  Lisfrnne's  knife,  the  usual  instrument 
in  almost  every  ca«e  of  the  kind  which  occurs 
in  the  Hospital.  The  outer  flap  was  formed 
first,  and  the  inner  immediately  afterwards. 
A  gush  of  blood  took  place  from  the  divided 
femoral  artery,  which,  however,  was  in- 
stantly taken  hold  of  by  Mr.  Cowan,  and 
compressed  till  Dr.  Couper  applied  ».  ligu- 
ture  on  its  extremity.  A  scalpel  was  now 
carried  round  trie  bone,  so  as  to  divide  the 
muscles  that  still  remained  attached  to  its 
surface,  and  the  retractor  put  on  to  remove 
the  integuments  out  of  the  way  of  the  saw. 
The  bone  at  this  part  was  thickened,  and 
appeared,  from  the  ease  with  which  it  was 
divided,  to  be  much  softer  than  is  natural. 
Kight  vessels  were  secured,  and  the  flaps 
brought  together.  In  the  description  of  an 
operation,  there  is  seldom  any  notice  taken 
of  the  dressing,  the  neatness  of  which,  in 
the  present  instance,  I  could  not  but  ad- 
mire. 

The  man  haviug  been  put  to  bed,  an  in- 
cision wss  made  through  the  muscles  on 
the  anterior  part  of  the  thigh,  and  the  joint 
laid  open.  There  was  an  abscets  extending 
for  a  considerable  distance  between  the 
muscles  situated  internally,  which  Dr. 
Couper,  however,  supposed  did  not  commu- 
nicntewith  the  joint,  the  cnrtilatres  of  which 
were  ragged  and  ulcerated.  The  bone,  on 
its  posterior  aspect,  was  denuded  of  its  pe- 
riosteum. It  was,  throughout,  soft  and 
thickened.  Dr.  Couper  intimated  his  in- 
tention of  making  a  section  of  the  bones, 
and  showing  them  to  the  students  at  a  fu- 
ture  opportunity. 


ROYAL   WESTERN  HOSPITAL. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — You  have  thought  proper  in  your 
last  Number  to  observe,  that  u  you  believe 
the  certificates  of  attendance  on  the  surgical 
practice  of  the  Western  Hospital,  are  not 
received  by  the  College  of  Surgeons."  To 
this  statement  I  beg  to  observe,  that  tioetve 
numlhx  not  having  elapsed  Bince  the  Hospital 
was  opened  for  the  reception  of  a  hundred 
patients,  with  a  hundred  and  five  beds,  pu- 
pils cannot, flit/ei,  have  presented  certificates 
from  it ;  so  far  your  statement  that  they  "are 
not"  received,  is  perfectly  correct ;  but 
lest  any  might  mistake  your  sentence,  are 
not,  for  tcill  not,  and  as  the  subject  has 
been  introduced,  I  shall  trespass  on  your 
professed  independence,  with  a  brief  accouut 


THE  WEBB  STREET  SCHOOL. 


of  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  Councilor 
the  College  for  not  having  publicly  recog- 
nised this  Hospital.  As  a  body,  they  hare  not 
thought  proper  to  give  any  reason ;  but  many 
of  them  have  stated  to  myself,  and  by  far 
the  majority  of  them  to  others,  that  when  it 
came  within  their  by-law,  it  was  virtually 
recognised.  The  excuses  (individually) 
they  have  given  are,  1st,  That  they  never 
publicly  recognised  (any  hospital;  2dly,That 
they  doubted  the  stability  of  this  hospital ; 
3dly,  That  although  it  contained  upwards  of 
a  hundred  beds,  (according  to  their  by-law,) 
yet  that  they  were  not  all  occupied;  4th, 
That  the  beds  were  too  close.  The  first 
excuse  is  not  worth  a  comment.  When 
they  advanced  the  second,  "  That  they 
doubted,  its  stability,  &c."  his  Majesty  was 
not  its  patron,  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was 
not  its  President,  the  Right  Hon.  Robert 
Peel,  and  thirty,  at  least,  of  the  principal 
nobility,  were  not  its  Vice-Presidents ;  at 
that  time  it  was  a  private  establishment, 
now  it  is  as  public  a  one  as  any  in  this 
metropolis :  will  they  now  dare  doubt  its 
stability  1  The  third  excuse,  "  That  the 
beds  were  not  alt  occupied,"  1  am  inclined 
to  think,  will  be  considered  by  every  man 
of  an  independent  spirit,  as  futile  a  plea  as 
was  ever  made;  when  it  ia  recollected, 
1st,  That  we  have  had  seventy-five  patients 
at  a  time  in  the  hospital ;  2dly,  That  all  the 
beds  are  ready  for  patients;  3dly,  That 
none  have  ever  been  refused  admission; 
4thly,  That  one  of  their  own  recognised 
hospitals*  contains  only  forty*  surgical  beds'. 
As  to  the  "  beds  being  too  close,"  they 
shall  very  soon  have  no  reason  even  for  this 
complaint,  as  the  building  is  immediately 
to  be  enlarged,  no  as  to  contain  from  150  to 
200  beds.  Finally,  before  next  January,  I 
shall,  in  all  probability,  send  to  the  College 
fifty  pupils ;  and  I  can  tell  you,  they  will 
not  dare  to  refuse  my  certificates ;  for,  al- 
though it  is  probable  "  they  neither  can 
sue,  nor  be  sued  in  the  name  of  their  secre- 
tary," *  i  shall  maintain  my  rights,  and 
teach  them  individually  not  to  break  those 
laws  (vide  by-laws  of  the  Royal  College  of 
•Surgeons  in  London,  Sect.  18,)  which  they 
themselves  have  made.  I  cannot  conclude 
without  stating,  that  for  some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council,  I  entertain  the  highest 
respect,  and  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  Sleigh. 
25,  Upper  Seymour  Street,  Portman 
Square,  Feb.  9,  1829. 

*  Four  of  the  surgeons  of  this  Hospital 
are  members  of  the  Council ! 

t  *•  Their  Charter  of  Geo.  III.  not  ever 
having  been  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment."— Vide  Paris'*  Medical  J  nrisptvdence, 
p.  58. 
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To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — You  are,  perhaps,  aware  that  of 
late  a  museum  has  been  added  to  the  Webb- 
street  School  of  Anatomy,  which,  it  was 
stated  at  the  commencement  of  the  season, 
would  be  open  to  the  students  constantly, 
and  I  believe  many  entered  under  this  idea, 
and  on  that  account.  I  can,  however,  say, 
Sir,  that  instead  of  the  above  being  the 
case,  it  is  always  closed,  except  whin  the 
high  and  mighty  enter  it  themselves,  and 
students  axe,  and  I  have  been,  actually  re* 
fused  admission  by  Mr.  Appleton ;  when, 
upon  questioning  his  authority,  he  declared 
that  it  was  the  express  order  of  Messrs. 
Grainger  and  Pilcher.  Thia  looks  like  a 
"  hole  and  corner  "  proceedings  Let  these 
gentlemen  recollect  upon  what  principle 
their  school  was  established  by  the  late  and 
regretted  Edward  Grainger :  was  it  not  to 
burst  the  barriers  of  a  system  of  monopoly 
and  humbug  practised  upon  the  poor  borough 
student  1  And  will  they  profane  thia  indi- 
vidual's memory  by  perverting^  his  good 
and  laudable  object  1  Ia  this  the  Webb- 
street  School? 

A  Pofil. 

■i  t 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


We  really  wish  that  some  of  our  cor- 
respondents had  a  little  more  patience.  It 
often  happens  that  we  receive  more  commu- 
nications in  one  week,  than  we  can  find 
time  to  peruse  in  three.  Yet  we  are  fre- 
quently required  to  decide  on  the  merits  of 
an  article,  occupying  several  sheetsof  paper,* 
and  to  "  send  an  answer,  or  the  communi- 
cation, by  return  of  post."  We  have  not 
yet  read  the  Essay  signed  "B.  E.X." 

We  were  wrong,  we  find,  in  styling  Mr. 
Vines "demonstiiator," in  our  last  dumber. 
Mr.  Sewell  is  the  nominal  Demonstrator, 
but  in  truth,  the  pupils  have  no  demonstrator 
at  all.  It  is  much  to.be  regretted  that  Mr. 
Vines  is  not  appointed  to  the  office. 

"X."  The  operation  was  inde 
formed  in  a  bungling  manner    But  "  give 
him  time  ;  do  not  crush  him  in  the  outset 
of  his  career." 

Statements  of  facta  cannot  be 
unless  authenticated. 

The  Pupils  at  St.  Bartholomew's  do  not 
receive  a  proper  notice  of  the  post-mortem 
inspections. 

Orders  for  The  Lancet  may  be  sent  to 
our  Office,  in  the  Strand, 
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Lect'  re  xvr. 

Cfthe  BlmJdv,  una  tome  Diteuses  to  which  it  it 
liable ;  Of  the  Catiietertand  its  introduction ; 
on  Rupture  of' the  Bladder. 

Of  the  bladder,  in  women,  it  may  be 
proper  to  remark,  that  it  is  a  rauscalo-mem- 
branous  receptacle,  which,  when  contracted, 
lies  concealed  behind  the  symphysis  pubis ; 
nud  when  dilated,  advances  forward  and  be* 
comes  large,  containing,  occasionally,  nearly 
two  gallons  of  water ;  of  course  this  is  the 
effect  of  over-distention.  It  is  of  three 
tunics  that  *''e  bladder  is  composed,  at 
least  according  to  the  British  accoucheur; 
and  the  distinction  is  sufficiently  minute  for 
all  practical  purposes  ;  internally,  it  is  in- 
Tested  by  its  raucous  membrane ;  exter- 
nally, it  is  partially  covered  with  perito- 
neum, and  intermediately  you  have  nume- 
rous muscular  fibres  ranging  in  oil  direc- 
tions ;  and,  of  course,  when  they  contract, 
the  dimeuaious  of  the  bladder  are,  in  every 
direction,  considerably  decreased.  The  pe- 
ritoneum furnishes  a  very  partial  coat  for 
the  bladder;  covering  merely  the  bock  part 
of  the  body  and  fundus,  while  the  neek  all 
around,  and  the  whole  of  the  front,  lie  bare. 
Where  the  bladder  is  covered  by  perito- 
neum, it  is  smooth ;  where  by  the  cellular 
web,  it  is  rough.  At  the  lower  part  of  the 
bladder  in  frout,  the  urethra  enters,  being 
an  inch,  or  an  inch  and  a  half  long.  Through- 
out its  course,  it  lies  at  the  back  part  of  the 
symphysis  pubis ;  and,  at  any  time,  when 
it  is  to  be  wished  that  you  should  feel  the 
urethra,  you  may  distinguish  it  by  putting 
your  finger  upon  the  back  of  the  symphysis 
pubis,  in  the  way  here  demonstrated.  Of 
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ureters,  there  are  generally  two,  opening 
into  the  back  pait  of  the  bladder,  at  the 
sides  jnferiorly,  so  that  there  uro  three 
apertures  ;  the  two  orifices  of  the  ureters, 
and  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  internally, 
forming  the  points  of  a  small  triangle. 
When  the  bladder  is  dilated,  it  fills  up  the 
abdomen  much  in  the  same  way  that  the 
womb  would  do,  perhaps  occupying  one- 
third,  or  one-half,  of  the  front  aud  middle 
part  of  the  cavity  ;  but  when  contracted,  it 
lies  Inland  th«i  symphysis  pubis,  and,  at 
all  timis,  the  back  part  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  is  lying  ou  th«  front  and  superior 
part  of  the  vagiua.  And  hence,  if  an  exa- 
mination of  the  bladder  is  to  be  made,  you 
may  pass  the  finger  up  to  the  anterior  and 
upper  portion  of  the  vagina,  and  thus  ascer- 
tain its  condition  almost  as  well  as  if  the 
finger  were  within  it ;  this  Ls  a  mot  of  which 
all  are  not  aware,  and  a  fact  of  considerable 
importance  in  obstetric  practice. 

1  send  you  round  a  painting  of  the  sym- 
physis pubis,  and  the  internal  parts  of  the 
pelvis.  (Dr.  Blundell  explained  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  painting.) 

Here  is  a  preparation  of  the  bladder  over* 
distended,  and  burst  on  its  peritoueal  sur- 
face, which  is  lemarkable,  for  that  is  the 
strongest  side.  The  back,  which  is  covered 
with  peritoneum,  is  smooth,  and  the  front, 
covered  with  cellular  web,  ia  rough.  The  next 
two  preparations  exhibit  the  same  ports. 

Retention  of  Urine. — As  men  ore  liable  to 
retentions  of  urine,  so  also  are  women,  but 
from  causes  much  less  gtave.  In  women, 
the  retention  of  urine  ia  of  two  kinds,  par- 
tial and  complete,  aud  very  important  the 
distinctions  are.  Patients  we  sometimes 
meet  with  labouring  under  a  complete  reten- 
tion of  the  urine,  so  that  not  a  drop  comes 
away,  the  abdomeu,  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  days,  looking  like  a  case  of  ascites, 
particularly  if  a  woman  have  borne  any 
children.  With  this  condition  of  the  blad- 
der, there  may  be  slight  delirium,  shivers, 
heat,  and  a  pulse  1W  in  the  minute ;  the 
patient,  perhaps,  ou  account  of  her  de- 
lirium, giving  but  an  obscure  history  of  her 
case  ;  and  forcings  occur,  and  much  pain  of 
the  abdomen  and  of  the  bladder.  An  ac- 
coucheur of  experience  meeting  with  a  case 
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of  this  sort,  will  soon  learn  its  nature  ;  and 
even  the  inexperienced,  finding  that  no  water 
has  passed  for  two  or  three  days  together, 
cau  scarcely  mistake  the  case  for  diopsy  of 
the  peritoneum.  n 
But  more  frequently  we  are  meeting  with 
cases  of  partial  retention,  and  of  a  very  de- 
ceptive kind  ;  the  patient  may  tell  you  that 
ahe  cannot  retain  the  water,  because  it  is  fre- 
quently guahing  from  her,  or  dripping  awhy 
continually,  so  that  your  first  impression  is, 
that  ahe  labours  under  incontinence,  for  wa- 
ter never  passes  in  a  plenary  stream,  and  in 
large  measure,  at  once.   If  at  this  time  you 
lay  the  hand  en  the  abdomen,  you  find  it  ia 
large,  as  if  it  were  ascitic  ;  and  it  fluctuates 
very  distinctly  ;  and  there  may  be  tender- 
ne9s  and  pain,  and  forcings,  and  rigours,  and 
fever,  which  are  characteristic  of  the  dis. 
ease,  and  help  to  distinguish  it  from  ordi- 
nary peritoneal  dropsy.    Now  and  then 
there  ii  a  swelling  of  the  legs,  particularly 
if  the  woman  he  pregnant,  so  that  if  you 
are  at  all  in  the  dark,  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  you  still  retain  a  wrong  notion  of  it. 
You  be»an  with  the  suspicion  that  the  wo- 
man was  incapable  of  retaining  the  urine, 
and  you  now  fall  into  the  opinion  that  ahe 
labours  under  an  ascites.    There  ia  a  case 
related  by  Sir  Richard  Croft,  ia  which, 
under  partial  retention,  the  urine  had  been 
gradually  accumulating  for  four  or  five  weeks 
together,  the  abdomen  at  length  becoming 
exceedingly  distended  ;  for  in  these  cases, 
the  water  issuing  more  slowly  by  the  urethra 
thau  it  enters  by  the  ureters,  there  is  a  con- 
tinual, hut  gradusl  and  alow  increaae  of  the 
quantity.   Thus  is  the  ease  referred  te,  the 
urine  accumulated  to  the  measure  of  nearly 
two  gallons.    Nor  is  it  alone  with  inconti- 
nence, or  peritoneal  ascites,  that  this  disease 
may  be  confounded,  for  the  abdomen  being 
tender  and  painful  in  high  degree,  with 
rigour  and  fever,  and  the  patient  continually 
writhing  and  complaining,  we  may  get  a 
notion  that  ahe  labours  under  abdominal 
inflammation,  joined  with  suppuration  or 
spasms.  Well,  then,  here,  perhaps,  you  will 
ssk  me  bow  it  is  that  we  are  to  know  at  the 
bed  side  the  nature  of  an  affection  so  falla- 
cious, simulating  ot  once,  the  aymptoms  of 
inflammation,  dropsy,  and  urinary  inconti- 
nence. Why,  by  the  following  diagnostica : 
that  there  is  a  retention  of  the  urine,  we 
ought  always  te  suspect,  provided  we  dis- 
cover a  large  intumescence  of  the  abdomen, 
fluctuant  and  accompanied  with  much  pain, 
tenderneas,  and  forcings,  and  we  may  al- 
ways reasonably  suspect,  that  there  is  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  accumulated  urine, 
provided  the  water  do  not  issue  at  ail,  or 
provided  it  is  issuing  in  a  very  small  stream, 
or  by  drops  involuntarily,  or  in  occasional 
pushes,  and  all  this  in  conjunction  with  a 
targe,  tender,  painful,  and  fluctuating  abdo- 


men.  If,  in  these  cases,  you  are  told  that 
the  patient  can  pass  the  water,  let  it  be  sub- 
mitted to  inspection,  and  take  care  that  it  ia 
the  secretion  of  the  patient  that  is  produced 
to  you,  as  the  nurses  arc  not  always  to  be 
rslied  upon,  in  this  point.    Now,  if  you  find 
that  the  urine  issues  in  copious  stream, 
there  is  no  danger,  but  if  there  is  no  dis- 
charge at  all,  or  only  a  very  small  dis- 
charge,   then  there  may  be  a  retention, 
which  may  rupture  the  bladder,  unless  the 
patient  is  relieved.   Again,  when  you  -sus- 
pect thot  there  is  s  retention  of  the  urine, 
introduce  the  catheter,  and  this  instrument, 
properly  managed,  will  prove  an  excellent 
diagnostic.     In    passing  the  instrument, 
however,  do  not  slide  it  into  the  womb,  and 
draw  off  the  liquor  amnii  in  mistake  for  the 
urine;  be  Careful,  too,  not  to  urge  it  up- 
ward too  forcibly,  so  as  to  force  it  through 
the  back  part  of  the  urethra  ipto  the  vagina, 
in  place  of  the  bladder  ;  in  passing  it  gently, 
be  careful,  however,  that  it  is  passed  suf- 
ficiently high,  in  dubious  cases  especially, 
for  sometimes  you  may  juet  reach  to  the 
entrance  of  the  bladder,  and  there  stop  shoit ; 
remember  that  the  catheter  should  be  clean, 
its  apertures,  eight  or  ten  in  number,  all 
open,  its  calibre  clear,  and  the  stylett  with- 
drawn ;  recollect  also,  that  from  over-dis- 
tentiou,  the  bladder  is  sometimes  paralytic, 
and,  therefore,  even  though  the  catheter  be 
fairly  introduced  into  its  cavity,  the  urine- 
may  not  readily  flow  away;  all  this  bear  in 
mind,  and  then  if  the  catheter  he  introduced 
with  all  these  cautions,  you  will  find  it  an  ex- 
cellent diagnostic.    One  other  caution  1 
ought  to  mention,  which  is,  that  sometimes 
there  is  a  dee»  mucous  follicle  by  the  side 
of  the  urethra,  perhaps  an  inch  or  more  iu 
its  profundity,  and  into  this  the  catheter 
may  pass,  you  mistaking  it  for  the  urethra  ; 
and,  os  no  urine  flows,  you  may  then  per- 
suade yourself  that  there  is  no  accumula- 
tion of  it;  inflammation  of  the  bladder,  if 
not  rupture,  being  the  cousequence  of  the 
error.   Here,  then,  is  the  answer  which  I 
would  give  to  the  questiou  before  proposed. 
— How  is  it  that  we  are  to  know  at  the  bed- 
side the  nature  of  the  affection  1 — The  re- 
tention is  known  by  the  intumeacence  and 
fluctuation  of  the  abdomeu  ;  by  a  total  re- 
tention of  urine,  or  an  involuntary  discharge 
by  dribbling  or  by  gushes  ;  by  there  being 
in  the  chamber  no  large  measure  of  uriue, 
paased  at  one  time  by  the  patient  in  a 
plenary  stream  ;  and  by  the  failure  of  a  flow 
of  urine,  although  the  catheter  have,  with 
all  due  cautious,  been  introduced  into  the 
bladder.    Remember  ail  these  diagnostic 
symptoms.    Fatal  consequences  may  result 
from  a  want  of  sagacity  he-re. 

Retention  of  the  urine  may  arise  from  a 
variety  of  causes,  requiring  a  correspond- 
ing treatment,  of  which  causes  I  shall  men 
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then  directing  the  patient  to  take  posture  on 
bar  knees  and  elbows;  or  this  failing,  by 
again  emptying  the  bladder  and  making  with 
the  hand  mora  active  attempts  than  before 
to  replace  by  the  hand,  io  a  manner  already 
explained  at  large* 

Retention  of  the  urine  in  women,  more  ot 
less  complete,  antes  occasionally  from  pro* 
lapsus  of  the  uterus,  where  it  tones  down  be- 
yond the  asternal  parts,  producing  prvcidmtiai 
(considered  fully  in  a  former  lecture,) 
the  bladder  descending  together  with  the 
womb  ;  but  where  the  uterus  comes  down 
hat  a  little  way,  So  aa  to  constitute  the  re- 
laxation considered  at  a  former  meeting, 
some  retention  of  t lie  urin«  may  still  be 
produced.    In  cases  of  this  kiad,  the 


tion  the  more  important  in  women.  Reten- 
tions occur  sometimes  in  consequence  of  a 
general  constriction  of  the  urethra;  two 
cases  of  this  kind  I  hare  seen,  in  which  the 
urethra  was  constricted  from  end  to  end ;  in 
one  of  these  cases  the  bladder  lay  open  by 
an  aperture  into  the  vagina,  so  that  the 
sction  of  the  urethra  was  superseded  ;  and 
hi  the  other,  the  bladder  was  healthy 
enough,  yet  the  urethra  was  so  contracted, 
that  I  found  it  requisite  to  sound  it  with  a 
probe,  and  every  morning  the  patient  used 
to  be  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  in  passing 
the  water,  if  the  ordinary  quantity  were 
accumulated.  Dilatation  is  the  remedy  for 
this  defect ;  nor  will  it  be  difficult  if  there 
be  vo  extensive  organic  disease. 

Women  are  sometimes  alfeoted,  or  fancy  ( effectual  means  of  relieviag  the  patient,  is 
themselves  affected,  with  spasmodic  stric-  j  bv  replacing  the  uterus.  A  woman  may  be 
ture  ;  for  I  do  not  believe  ail  that  is  said  by  !  taught  to  replace  the  womb  for  herself, 
women  reputed  to  labour  under  this  dis-  by  making  pressure  upwards  snd  backwards, 
ease,  which  sometimes  may  be  attributed  to  j  so  that  the  urethra  assy  thus  be  replaced 
a  mixture  of  caprice  and  hysterics  ;  yet  there  |  and  rendered  pervious,  and  the  water  may  be 
ia  no  doubt  that  spasmodic  stricture  does;  found  to  flow.  Of  course,  in  oases  of  this 
sometimes  take  place,  and  it  is  more  likely  kind,  it  is  occasionally  necessary  to  introduce 
to  occur  in  very  irritable  girls,  than  any  j  the  catheter,  and  this,  too,  if  the  patient 

hnve  a  tolerably  intelligent  mind,  she  may 
do  for  herself.  Ptolaptut  of  the  bladder  some- 
times occurs  ;  and  in  consequence  of  this 
descent  of  the  bisddea*  ap  obstruction  may 
be  produced  as  before.  The  most  effectual 
'  mode  of  relief  in  this  variety  of  the  disease, 
is  by  replacing  of  the. parts,  and  supporting 
them  by  means  of  a  pessary.  If  the  water, 
cannot  he  liberated  in  this  maimer,  then  the 
catheter  must  be  introduced. 

Ia  women  yon  may,  occasionally. 


other  persons.  A  well  marked  case  of  this 
kind  1  examined  in  the  hospital,  for  Dr. 
Williams.  In  those  cases  of  spasmodic 
stricture,  for  days  together  no  urine  passes 
without  the  catheter,  and  then  it  may  flow 
readily  enough ;  being  afterwards  again  re- 
tained and  again  emitted,  sroroirris.  In  the 
general,  and  perhaps  always  in  real  spas- 
modic stricture,  the  catheter  may  be  passed, 
the  constriction  giving  way  before  the  instru- 
ment, so  that  palliation  is  easy  ;  hut  with  a 

view  to  the  radical  cure  of  tlie  disease,  you  (  with  retentions  of  urine,  sriaing  from  inert 
may  try  what  caa  be  done  with  the  tmnura 
ferri  muriatis,  the  warm  hip-bath,  the  cold 
hip-bath,  large  blisters  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  apine,  and  above  the  symphysis  pubis, 
and  perhaps  1  may  say  the  extract  bella- 
donna. 

After  hard  labour  it  sometime  happens  that 
the  urine  is  retained,  and  the  retention  ia 
produced  by  inflammations  in  the  back  part 
of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  snd  swelling, 
more  or  less,  and  spasm.  Time,  a  period  of 
two  or  three  days,  for  example,  generally 
cures  this  affection.  The  cure  may  be  ac- 
celerated by  the  application  of  leeches  above 
the  symphysis  puhis,  from  ten  to  twenty — 
by  a  large  blister — by  fomentations,  purg- 
ing*, and  bleedings  from  the  arm. 

1  have  already  observed  to  you,  that  re- 
tentions of  the  uriue  are  sometimes  to  be 
attributed  to  retroversions  of  the  uterus, 
which  may  close  the  urethra  completely  or 
partially,  giving  rise  to  both  the  varieties 
of  the  disease  before  described.  Of  course 
the  principle  cure  consists  in  the  replace- 
ment of  the  uterus,  by  emptying  the  blad- 
der, and  afterwards  operating  upon  the  womb 
hy  the  hand— by  emptying  the  bladder,  and 


ness  of  the  bladder ;  in  some  cases,  perhaps, 
the  result  of  sn  injury  done  to  the  apine. 
A  case,  which  wore  this  aspect,  I  once  ex- . 

□  mined  in  the  Hospital,  where   a  severe 
blow  had  been  received  in  the  lumbar  re- 
gion, in  consequence  of  a  fall  on  the  stairs. 
Three  or  four  pints  of  urine  had  been  ale  • 
cumulated  in  the  bladder,  and  when  the 
catheter  was  introduced,  so  as  to  remove, 
all  resistance,  a  flew,  indeed,  occurred,  but 
it  was  feeble.    I  remember  once  seeing  Sir 
Astley  Cooper  introduce  the  catheter,  in,  a 
male,  iu  whom  there  was  Kreat  abdominal 
distention,  and  when  the  catheter  was  in-. . 
troduced,  the  urine  scarcely  flowed  at  all,  > 
to  the  surprise  of  the  by-standers,  till,  at. 
length,  the  hand  wan  laid  on  the  abdomen,, 
and  when  a  gentle  pressure  whs  made  there, 
the  water  issued  readily  enough.    In  the  so 
cases  of  paralysis  of  the  bladder,  the  reme- 
dies to  bo  most  relied  on  principally  are, 
I  believe,  in  the  first  place,  the  iutrodue* 
tiou  of  the  catheter  ;  secondly,  the  employ- 
ment of  very  wsrui  hip-baths;  and,  lastly, 
blisters,  and  which  may  be  applied  either 
to  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen  in  front, 
or  lo  the  bock  of  the  spine.       »  . 
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Yoa  will  now  and  then  be  called  to  cues 
where  urine  is  said  to  be  retained,  and 
where  there  is,  in  troth,  no  retention,  but 
really  a  suppressed  secretion.  My  friend, 
Dr.  Chapman,  late  of  Demerara,  tells  me, 
that  in  the  very  last  stage  of  the  yellow 
fever,  when  it  is  all  over  with  the  patient, 
there  is  sometimes  no  secretion  of  the  urine 
for  hours.  In  this  very  Hospital  I  was  once 
called  to  see  a  poor  creature,  dying  under  a 
sloughing  chancre,  and  who  had  not  passed 
any  water  for  some  time.  I  was  requested 
to  introduce  the  catheter,  and  did  so,  too 
inconsiderately,  before  I  had  duly  exa- 
mined  the  abdomen  ;  but  I  was  unwilling 
to.disturb  the  poor  girl.  When  I  made  my 
attempt,  I  found  I  could  not  introduce  the 
catheter  to  half  the  depth  I  had  expected, 
and,  frustrated  in  my  endeavours,  I  made 
m}|  examination  above  the  symphysis  pubis, 
when  the  abdominal  parietes  being  exceed- 
ingly attenuated,  I  could  readily  distinguish 
the  point  of  the  catheter  lodging  in  the 
bladder,  just  behind  the  symphysis  pubis. 
Violence  has  no  place  in  scientific  mid- 
wifery ;  operating  as  I  was,  upon  a  poor 
young  girl,  only  not  moribund,  you  may  well 
suppose  I  proceeded  with  the  utmost  gen- 
tleness ;  indeed,  in  this  case,  had  force  been 
used,  much  injury  of  the  bladder  might 
have  ensued. 

These,  then,  together  with  the  modes  of 
treatment,  are  some  of  the  principal  causes 
by  which  the  retention  of  the  urine  may 
be  produced : — A  permanent  constriction,  or 
spasmodic  stricture,  an  injury  done  to  the 
bladder  by  severe  labour,  retroversion  of  the 
uterus,  prolapsus  of  the  uterus,  prolapsus 
of  the  bladder  and  vagina,  a  want  of  muscu- 
lar power  in  the  vesical  tunics,  and  a  total 
failure  of  the  secretion  of  the  urine. 


Of  the  Catluler,  and  its  introduction. 

Under  retentions  of  urine  in  women,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  the  catheter, 
and,  for  this  purpose,  different  instruments 
have  been  contrived,  of  various  form,  size, 
and  material :  of  silver,  pewter,  flexible  me- 
tal, and  caoutchouc,  but  most  frequently  of 
silver.  There  is  a  fiat  catheter,  the  con- 
trivance and  recommendation  of  a  very  ex- 
cellent practical  accoucheur,  Dr.  Ramsbot- 
tom  ;  and  there  is  a  double  catheter,  which 
Dr.  Clark  has  contrived,  not  without  ele- 
gance, one  lying  within  the  other ;  in  this 
instrument  vou  have  the  advantage  of  hav- 
ing a  small  catheter  within  a  larger,  so  that 
if  the  urethra  is  so  sum;  I  that  you  cannot 
introduce  the  larger,  in  some  cases,  at  least, 
the  smaller  may  be  substituted  with  success. 
The  length  of  the  catheter  which  I  use  is 
about  six  inches.  Shorter  catheters  may 
generally  draw  the  urine,  but  not  readily  in 
ail  cases.   The  instrument  ought  not  to  be 


straight,  for  then  you  are  more  likely  t» 
pass  it  through  the  back  part  of  the  urethra ; 
a  certain  degree  of  curvature,  somewhat 
bold,  should  be  given  to  it,  so  that,  during 
the  introduction,  the  point  may  be  easily 
passed  upwards  and  forwards.  At  the  under 
end  of  the  catheter  a  stop  ought  to  be  placed ; 
it  enables  you  to  hold  it  more  steadily,  and 
prevents  the  risk  of  its  slipping  into  the 
bladder.  All  catheters  are  properly  mada 
with  the  upper  extremity  closed,  being 
opened  at  the  side  by  apertures.  Some  of 
the  older  catheters  have  only  two  or  three 
punctures  in  their  extremity ;  but  these  are 
not  sufficiently  numerous;  there  ought,  at 
least,  to  be  four  or  five  on  each  aide,  for 
some  of  them  may  become  obstructed,  and 
thereby  the  flow  of  the  urine  may  be  pre- 
vented. When  going  to  introduce  this  in- 
strument, you  will  find  it  convenient  to  be 
provided  with  a  large  vessel,  to  collect  the 
water  ;  but  you  ought  to  hare  a  small  one 
also,  to  receive  it  immediately  from  the  in- 
strument, and  a  decanter,  or  any  bottle,  of 
proper  size,  is,  I  think,  one  of  the  most 
convenient  vessels  for  the  purpose. 

In  introducing  the  catheter,  the  first  and 
most  difficult  point  turns,  on  finding  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra.  Sometimes  it  may 
be  necessary  to  expose  the  person  a  little 
for  this  purpose,  if  the  operator  be  un- 
skilful ;  but  when  tact  is  not  wanting,  the 
orifice  of  the  urethra  may  be  reached  with- 
out. There  are  different  modes  in  which 
this  part  may  be  discovered  ;  first,  by  put- 
ting the  patient  in  the  recumbent  posture, 
and  planting  the  tip  of  the  left  index  on  the 
glans,  you  may  afterwards  carry  the  finger 
downward  about  an  inch,  at  an  equal  dis- 
tance between  the  nymph  a? ,  when  you  will 
find  its  extremity  lying  immediately  before 
the  orifice  which  you  seek,  and  the  instru- 
ment may  then  be  easily  introduced ;  and 
this  is  a  very  good  method  of  introduction, 
but  wanting  iu  decorum,  and  I  prefer,  there- 
fore, another  mode.  Now  operating  in  this 
manner,  you  place  the  woman  on  her  left 
side,  in  the  usual  obstetric  position,  after- 
wards planting  the  finger  upon  the  urethra, 
to  be  felt  like  a  piece  of  laycord  close  upon 
the  symphysis  pubis ;  and  you  then  carry 
the  finger  down  to  the  arch  of  the  pubis, 
where  you  may  discover  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  especially  on  moving  about  a  little  ; 
and  this  once  discovered,  the  catheter  may 
be  easily  introduced  with  the  other  hand. 

This  method  succeeds  very  well ;  it  does 
not  expose  the  person  of  the  patient,  and  it 
is  more  convenient  for  the  abstraction  of 
the  urine.  There  is  yet  a  third  mode,  that 
which  I  prefer  in  my  own  practice,  but  it 
requires  a  good  deal  of  experience  to  be 
able  to  use  it  with  dexterity,  and  this  con- 
sists in  placing  the  finger  immediately  on 
tho  point  of  the  arch  of  the  symphysis  pubis, 
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close  to  winch  lie*  the  orifice  of  the  urethra, 

and  there  feeling  for  tho  opening ;  and  there 
is  no  reason  why  you  should  not  find  on 
these  parts  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  just  as 
readily  as  you  would  find  any  other  orifice,  j 
of  equal  size,  formed  in  a  piece  of  mois- 
tened leather,  for  example,  and  submitted  | 
to  the  touch.  Now,  in  some  of  these  esses, 
the  orifice  is  so  flaccid,  that  you  may  hare 
a  difficulty  in  distinguishing  it;  and,  in 
these  cases,  you  may  venture  to  apply  the 
catheter  at  a  risk  upon  the  part,  when  you 
will  generally  find  that  it  enters  without  dif- 
ficulty, on  moving  it  about  a  little,  as  heie 
demonstrated ;  in  most  cases,  however,  ns 
the  orifice  is  generally  a  little  dilated,  and 
sometimes  also  elevated  at  its  margin,  you 
may  feel  the  aperture  readily  enough.  Well, 
having  found  the  orifice  in  one  or  other  of 
these  modes,  yon  lubricate  the  catheter, 
taking  care  that  you  do  not  close  up  the 
punctures  of  the  instrument,  and  then  pass- 
ing it  into  the  opening,  you  slide  it  onwards, 
carrying  the  point  upwards  and  forwards 
above  the  symphysis,  but  not  with  vio- 
lence ;  for  if  the  instrument  will  not  pass 
without  violence,  lay  it  aside  altogether. 
The  back  of  the  urethra  has  been  bored 
through,  over  and  over  again,  to  the  dis- 
honour of  the  profession,  so  that  there  is 
no  need  to  perform  that  operation  again.  1 
know  of  one  case  in  which  a  male  catheter 
being  employed,  the  point  was  pushed 
through  the  back  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
the  patient  dying  in  consequence.  Do  think 
of  your  own  urethra,  when  you  are  passing 
the  catheter  into  the  urethra  of  any  other 
person  ;  and  really  this  reflection  may  have 
a  good  effect  in  mollifying  your  operation. 
In  passing  the  catheter,  not  only  proceed 
with  gentleness,  but  beware  of  holding  the 
instrument  sturdily  in  a  certain  position,  as 
if  you  were  determined  to  carry  it  up,  ac- 
cording to  strict  anatomical  rules,  hearing 
down  all  resistance  in  a  scientific  manner, 
for  sometimes  the  urethra  lies  very  much 
out  of  its  ordinary  course.  My  own  method 
is  to  pass  up  the  catheter  with  the  utmost 
gentleness,  holding  the  instrument  lightly, 
that  it  may  take  its  own  turns  in  ascending, 
when  you  may  sometimes  observe  it  to 
make  nearly  a  complete  circumgyration 
before  it  enters  the  bladder.  'Hie  catheter 
being  in  the  bladder,  you  may  generally  ab- 
stract the  water  easily,  but  (sometimes,  on 
removing  the  stylet,  not  a  drop  will  be 
found  to  pass ;  and  being  surprised  and 
rebuked,  you  collect  yourself  a  little,  and 
begin  to  consider  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
impediment.  Now  there  are  different  causes 
to  which  this  failure  of  the  How  may  be 
ascribed,  the  following  being  the  principal  ; 
sometimes  the  calibre  of  the  catheter  is  ob- 
structed by  some  foreign  substance,  and 
Bome times  the  apertures  of  the  instrument 


are  shut  up  ;  in  other  cases,  you  may  have 

introduced  the  catheter  into  the  vagina  or 
the  uterus,  mistaking  it  for  the  urethra ;  or 
if  the  introduction  have  been  forcible,  you 
may  have  made  a  false  passage,  and  the 
instrument  entering  the  urethra  below,  may 
have  been  forced  through  the  back  of  it 
into  the  vagina  ;  in  other  cases,  the  catheter 
may  lie  within  the  cavity  of  the  bladder,  but 
a  failure  of  the  flow  may  result  from  a  para- 
lytic weakness  of  the  viacus ;  in  other  cases 
the  failure  may  arise,  not  from  the  non- 
entrance  of  the  bladder,  but  from  a  want  of 
the  secretion  of  urine  ;  now  and  then,  though 
rarely, it  happens  that  the  failure  result*  from 
your  not  having  passed  your  catheter  suffici- 
ently far,  particularly  in  cases  of  retrover- 
sion ;  and  now  and  then  the  difficulty  arises 
from  your  having  got  the  instrument  into  one 
of  those  deep  mucous  follicles  to  which  I  be- 
fore advened:  (for  I  will  relate  to  you  a  very 
useful  case,  with  a  view  of  illustrating  this 
point:)  a  lady  in  the  country  laboured  under 
a  retention  of  the  urine ;  the  practitioner, 
a  man  of  candour  and  talent,  introduced 
the  catheter,  and  withdrew  the  water,  and 
apain  he  tried  to  introduce  the  instrument, 
but  failed ;  gave  some  pain  to  the  patient, 
and  declined  proceeding  further.  There 
was  a  talkative  nurse  there,  generous  in 
the  gift  of  her  opinion  ;  and  in  consequence 
of  her  weighty  decision,  another  practitioner, 
a  rival,  was  called ;  who  took,  as  it  ap- 
pears, some  advantages,  not  very  magna- 
nimous, of  this  paltry  incident,  and  passed 
the  catheter  a  first  time  successfully  enoagh, 
but,  on  a  second  trial,  failing,  yet  being 
unwilling  to  lose  his  laurels,  he  pushed 
the  instrument  onward  with  some  little 
violence,  occasioning  pain  and  bleeding, 
but  no  discharge  of  the  urine.  In  this 
posture  of  circumstances,  Dr.  Haighton 
was  sent  for,  and  he  introduced  the  cathe- 
ter, without  difficulty,  the  first  time  ;  but, 
on  making  another  attempt,  be  also  failed  ; 
recollecting,  however,  this  deep  mucous 
follicle,  and  suspecting  that  it  was  lying 
near  the  orifice  of  the  urethra,  he  examined 
more  carefully,  and  found  that  the  whole 
difficulty  arose  in  consequence  of  the  instru- 
ment sometimes  entering  the  one  canal,  and 
sometimes  the  other,  and  then  took  his 
measures  accordingly. 

It  may  be  as  well  !  should  add  here,  that 
the  urethra  may  lie  in  three  principal  di- 
rections: fust,  on  the  back  part  of  the 
symphysis  pubis,  being  drawn  upward  more 
than  ordinary,  as  in  retroversion  of  the 
womb,  for  example.  Secondly,  in  a  course 
stretching  downward  and  backward,  towards 
tho  point  of  the  os  coccygis  ;  this  happens 
in  the  case  of  the  procidentia,  where  the 
uterus  is  pushed  forth  between  the  limbs ; 
and,  thirdly,  it  may  lodge  behind  the  sym- 
physis pubis,  but  in  a  direction  somewhat 
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distorted*  for  ne  urethra  occasionally  takes  I 
•  tortuous  course,  and  this  you  will  find  i 
•specially  in  cases  of  relaxation,  where  the 
urethra  comes  down  a  little  way,  and  that 
»uoh  distortion  exists,  you  know  by  the 
movements  of  the  catheter,  for  it  is  in  those 
cases  that,  during  introduction,  it  turns  va- 
riously, as  before  stated. 

\\el\,  when  you  have  entered  the  bladder 
with  tie  instrument,  and  find  the  urine  is 
flowing,  1  should  recommend  you  not  to 
withdraw  the  whole  quantity  at  onoe ; 
suppose  there  are  several  pints,  or  two 
gallons,  accumulated,  then  abstract  about 
^he  half  of  this,  and  let  the  bladder  contract 
upon  what  remaius,  introducing  the  catheter 
again,and  abstracting  the  remainder  some  few 
hours  afterwards ;  under  this  practice,  there 
i»i  1  thtpk,  less  risk  of  inflammation.  After 
the.  urine  has-been  drawn  off,  you  ought  to 
be  on  your  guard  against  inflammation  of 
the  bladder,  or  any  other  chronic  disease. 
•But  should  inflammation  supervene,  I  would 
treat  it  on  the  same  plan  as  inflammation  of 
Bay  other  important  viscua. 

Remarks  en  Rupture  of  the  Bladder. 

'   '  '  * 

■  The  rupture  of  the  bladder  in  women  is 
happily  rare,  yet  it,  occasionally  occurs,  and 
ill  is  cyst  may  give  way  posteriorly  into  the 
peritoneal  sac,  the  urine  becoming  inter* 
fused  among  the  viscera;  or,  the  laceration 
jnay  be  seated  in  front,  the  water  making 
fts  escape  iuto  the  cellular  web,  which  lies 
about  these  parts,  and  covers  the  contiguous 
surfaces.  If  the  urine  is  extravasated  in 
front,  I  fear  that  there  is  little  to  be  done  ; 
inflammation,  sloughing, , death — these  are 
successively  the  fate  of  your  unhappy  pa- 
tient. If,  however,  instead  of  the  anterior 
rupture,  thero  is  a  laceration  of  the  bladder 
behind,  so  that  all  the  urine  escapes  into 
the  peritoneal  sac,  I  conceive  there  is  yet 
something  which  might,  perhaps,  be  att 
tempted  ;  and,  were  a  relative  of  mine  in 
this  condition,  I  should  recommend  the 
making  of  an  opening  above  the  symphysis 
pubis,  to  withdraw  the  urine,  and  the  tho- 
rough ablution  of  the  abdominal  cavity  and 
its  contents,  by  means  of  the  free  injection 
of  distilled  water,  98°,  or  more,  of  Faren- 
heit's  thermometer;  trie  operation  being  con* 
tiuued  prudently,  no  Bymptoms  forbidding, 
till  the  water  flow  aF»y  without  manifest- 
ing the  urinary  characteristics ;  for  if  the 
urine  were  left  in  the  peritoneal  sac,  ex- 
tensive and  fatal  inflammation  must  ensue  ; 
and  it  is  quite  evident,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  knowledge,  that  the  escape  of  the 
.patient  is  without  hope.  The  peritoneum 
thoroughly  washed,  I  would  then  recom- 
mend that  the  ruptured  part  should  be 
drawn,  up  to  the  abdominal  opening,  and 
the  bladder  being,  at  this  time,  lax  and 


dilatable,  tab*  might  eiaSy  toe  done ;  (Ms 

accomplished,  the  laceration  might  be 
closed  with  ligature,  the  parts  of  the  blad- 
der, lying  forth  beyond  the  ligature,  being 
carefully  cut  away,  and  the  bladder  being 
then  drawn  up  by  means  of  the  ligature  to 
the  abdominal  opening  internally,  and  of  the 
ends  of  the  ligature,  one  might  be  cut  away, 
and  the  other  might  be  brought  to  lie  out  at 
the  wound,  to  separate,  and  be  withdrawn 
afterwards,  as  in  tying  up  an  artery.  Dis- 
ruption of  the  bladder  ought,  I  think,  by  no 
means  to  be  given  up  as  wholly  desperate  ; 
facts  ought  to  be  collected— experiments 
ought  to  be  msde — proper  cases  ought  to  be 
chosen — and  skilful  operators  ought  to  give 
their  help  ;  and,  by  proceeding  in  this  mari- 
ner, I  am  not  without  hope  that,  ia  some 
few  cases,  life  might  be  preserved. 

To  assist  in  clearing  the  ground  a  little, 
I  have  already  made  pome  experiments  upon 
the  rabbit,  and  it  may  be  proper  to  give  you 
the  results.  lot©  the  abdominal  cavity  of  four 
rabbits,  I  threw  about  two  ounces  of  human 
urine,  and  left  it  there  for  an  hour;  after 
winch  I  withdrew  the  urine,  and  washed 
the  viscera  thoroughly  with  tepid  water  from 
Ore  cisteru  ;  of  these  four  rabbits  three  died 
with  general  inflammation  of  the  perito- 
neum, but  the  fourth  lived.  It  follows, 
therefore,  that  this  animal,  though  prone  to 
disease  within  the  peritoneum,  and  con* 
taining  many  and  large  viscera,  may,  never- 
theless, escape  with  life,  though  these  vis- 
cera have  been  bathed  in  urine  for  fifty  or 
sixty  minutes,  provided  the  cavity  be  then 
washed  out.  Such  escapes,  however,  are, 
1  suspect,  both  narrow  and  rare. 

Again  :  in  another  set  of  experiments,  I 
tied  up  the  fundus  of  the  bladder  in  the 
rabbit,  afterwards  tutting  the  fundus  away, 
and  I  Jiavu  round  that,  in  a  few  days,  the 
ligature  separates,  leaving  the  bladder 
closed,  though  some  of  the  rabbits  have 
perished  some  months  afterwards  in  con- 
sequence of  chronic  disease,  not  apparently 
the  necessary,  but  the  accidental,  e fleet  of 
the  experiment. 

Since  these  experiments  were  published, 
Mr.  Travers,  so  well  known  by  his  excellent 
writings,  has  tied  up,  with  success,  a 
small  aperture  in  the  stomach  ;  so  that, 
although  I  would  not  have  you  rashly  en- 
gage in  an  undertaking  so  hasardous.  yet  it 
vaay,  I  think,  be  asserted,  that  what  I  am 
here  proposing  is  not  thrown  out  at  random, 
without  any  basts  on  winch  it  may  rest,  but 
confirmed,  in  some  measure,  by  surgical  ob- 
servation and  experiment.  Let  us  then  re- 
flect on  these  tilings.  If,  instead  of  silting 
carping,  with  their  hands  in  their  pockets, 
certain  of  our  brethren,  of  unhappy  temper, 
would  but  bridle  their  garrulity,  and  apply 
themselves  to  the  discovery  of  some  useful 
I  practice,  as  some  of  my  own  valued  friends 
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have  been  doing,  I  do  think  that,  on  ex- 
periment, they  would  fiud  this  calm  exer- 
cise of  the  mind  more  agreeable  to  them* 
selves  than  the  fretful  ebullitions  of  small 

passions,  and  certainly  it  might  prove  I  but  transitory,  and  the  patient  died  on  the 
more  beneficial  to  the  public.  Such  men  fifth  of  May,  apparently  with  all  the  aymp- 
often  have  talents  for  better  things  i f  they  toms  of  suffocation.  On  examining  the 
would  hut  souse  them, Duel,  when  coming  in  body,  a  transverse  fracture  of  the  sternum 


sternum  over  the  fracture,  which  h  aving 
been  opened,  a  considerable  quantity  of 
thick  white  pus  was  evacuated  :  the  relief 
which  followed  this  operation  was ,  however. 


contact  with  them,  I  cannot  forbear  think 
ing  of  the  reproach  addressed  to  Philip  of 
Macedon,  by  Dainades,  the  Athenian : — 
'*  Why  do  you,  O  Kiug,  descend  to  the 
part  of  Thersites — you,  who  might  so  nobly 
personate  the  character  of  Agamemnon?  " 

1  here  show  you  several  bladders,  from 
which  I  took  away  a  part  with  the  scissors, 
in  some  of  them  you  will  see  where  the 
ligatures  were  applied,  and  you  may  observe 
that  the  closure  is  complete. 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 


travsversb  fracture  of  the  sternum, 

caused  by  muscular  effort  during 

BIRTH. 

Marie  P.,  astat.  25,  of  a  robust  constitution, 
being  for  the  first  time  pregnant,  fell,  on 
the  14th  of  April,  the  first  symptoms  of  ap- 
proaching parturition  ;  the  puins  were  very 
strong  and  continued  ;  but  the  head,  which 
presented,  being  rather  large,  a  consider- 
able time  elapsed  before  it  passed  into,  and 
through  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  In  order 
to  accelerate  the  expulsion  of  the  child,  the 
patient  used  the  most  violent  muscular  ex- 
ertion, and,  at  last,  a  healthy  male  child,  of 
eight  pounds  and  a  half  weight,  was  boru. 
During  the  last  stage  of  labour,  the  sudden- 
ly felt  a  cracking  in  the  chest,  and  subse- 
quently, excessive  pain  over  the  middle 
part  of  the  sternum,  and  difficulty  of  respi- 
ration. On  the  following  day  the  pain  and 
dyspncea  continued,  and  frequent  cough, 
with  copious  expectoration  of  puruleut  mat- 
ter, succeded ;  except  these  symptoms,  her 
general  health  appeared  so  Utile  affected, 
that  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  day  she  was  able 
to  leave  her  bed,  but,  on  the  sixth  day,  she 
was  seized  with  shivering,  respiration  be- 
came very  laborious  and  painful,  and  the  ex- 
pectoration began  to  he  mixed  with  blood. 
On  accurate  examination  of  the  sternum,  M. 
Chaussier  found  an  unnatural  mobility  be- 
tween its  two  upper  portions,  which,  glid- 
ing over  one  another  on  every  deep  inspi- 
ration, produced  distiuct  crepitation.  The 
patient  was  kept  very  quiet,  and  leeches 
were  repeatedly  applied,  but  no  alleviation 
in  the  symptoms  took  place  ;  the  pain  in- 
creased, respiration  became  stertorous,  and 
a  tumour  formed  at  the  anterior  part  of  the 


was  found,  one  line  and  a  half  above  the  car- 
tilage, between  its  two  upper  portions ;  on 
the  anteiior  surface  of  the  sternum,  the  pe- 
riosteum was  thickened,  and  infiltrated  with 
pus  ;  on  the  posterior  surface  it  was  exten- 
sively lacerated,  the  bone  was  broken  into  9 
great  many  fragments,  and  the  whole  of  the 
anterior  mediastinum,  as  well  as  the  adja? 
cent  parts  of  the  lungs,  were  infiltrated  with 
puruleut  matter.— llfvue  Medical*. 


PROLAPSUS  AND  RUPTURE  OP  TUB  UTERUS 
DURING  DELIVERY. 

By  Dr.  Hbnschee,  of  Brtslau. 

A  female,  aetet.  SO,  of  a  very  weak  consti- 
tution, who  had,  since  ber  last  confinement, 
been  affected  with  i  ncomplete  prolapsus  uteri, 
became  again  pregnant;  during  the  latter 
period  of  gestation,  the  uterus  gradually  re- 
ascended  into  the  pelvis,  and  at  last  regained 
its  natural  position.  The  incipient  stage  of 
labour  seemed  perfectly  natural ;  the  eon- 
tractions  of  the  uterus  were  very  powerful ; 
the  os  uteri  had  diluted  to  about  half  au 
inch,  and  the  bead  had  entered  into  the 
small  pelvis,  when,  on  a  sgdden,  during  a 
pain,  the  lower  portion  of  the  uterus  pro- 
lapsed. On  examination,  Dr,  llenschel 
found  a  large  fleshy  mass  protruding  from 
the  vagina;  it  was  of  cylindric  form,  six; 
inches  in  length,  and  two  and  a  half  in  dia- 
meter, very  tense,  and  of  a  blueish  red  co- 
lour ;  the  upper  portion  appeared  somewhat 
thinner  than  the  lower,  in  which  the  os 
uteri,  the  edges  of  which  were  much  tume- 
fied, was  easily  distinguished.  The  patient 
was  very  much  exhausted,  and  complained 
of  excruciating  pain  in  the  prolapsed  mass. 
The  head  of  the  child  having  descended 
through  the  lower  aperture  of  the  pelvis, 
lay  between  the  labia  pudendi,  and  was 
forcibly  pressed,  by  the  contractions  of  the 
uterus,  towards  the  cylinder  ;  the  upper  por- 
tion of  which  being  violently  distended  on 
each  uterine  contraction,  threatened  imme- 
diate rupture.  The  os  uteri  having  mean- 
while dilated  to  mure  than  an  inch,  Dr. 
llenschel  resolved  upon  terminating  labour 
by  the  immediate  application  of  the  forceps  ; 
which  having  been  readily  introduced,  the 
head  was  without  much  difficulty  brought 
towards  the  aperture,  when  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  cylinder  all  at  once  began  to 
burst ;  the  forceps  were  accordingly  with~ 
drawn,  and  the  head  made  lo  descend  as 
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slowly  as  possible,  to  prevent  further  lace- 
ration, but  without  success;  for  when  the 
head  descended  through  the  os  uteri,  the 
external  surface  of  the  cylinder,  a  little  be- 
low the  symphysis,  presented  a  transverse 
rupture  of  about  two  inches  in  length,  and 
of  considerable  depth,  without,  however,  as 
it  appeared,  penetrating  through  the  paries 
of  the  uterus.  The  child  was  born  alive, 
hut  died  within  a  few  hours.  After  the  re- 
moval of  the  placenta,  the  prolapsed  portion 
of  the  uterus  powerfully  contracted ;  it  be- 
came considerably  shortened,  but  increased 
in  thickness,  so  that  when  Dr.  Henschel 
attempted  to  return  it  into  the  pelvis,  its 
aize  occasioned  great  difficulty.  This  was, 
however,  at  last  accomplished.  On  examin- 
ing the  internal  surface  of  the  vagina  and 
lower  portion  of  the  uterus  in  situ,  no  trace 
of  any  wound  could  be  discovered.  During 
and  after  the  laceration,  the  haemorrhage 
was  slight,  but  the  sufferings  and  exhaus- 
tion of  the  patient  were  very  great.  Emol- 
lient injections  were  thrown  into  the  uterus, 
and  small  doses  of  opium  given  internally. 
The  ensuing  night  wss  very  restless  ;  the 
patient  lost  much  blood,  and  complained  of 
violent  pain  over  the  whole  abdomen,  which 
was  tense  and  very  tender  on  pressure  ;  the 
upper  portion  of  the  uterus  had  completely 
contracted,  hut  the  lower  was  still  very  tu- 
mid and  painful.  The  opium  and  emollient 
injections  were  continued,  and  a  poultice 
laid  over  the  abdomen.  Ou  the  second 
sight,  the  tension  and  pain  of  the  belly 
considerably  increased;  the  patient  wa9 
very  feverish,  and  in  a  desponding  state. 
After  the  application  of  an  emollient  glys- 
ter,  and  some  leeches  to  the  hypogastric  re- 
gion,  the  inflammatory  symptoms  gradually 
subsided  ;  the  breasts  filled  with  milk,  and 
the  lower  portion  of  the  uterus  began  to 
contract ;  so  that  on  the  seventh  day  it  had 
nearly  regained  its  natural  size.  The  lo- 
chial  flux  was  very  profuse,  and  contained 
much  puruleut  matter.  Four  weeks  after 
delivery,  the  patient  was  perfectly  cured. 
On  examination  of  the  vagina  and  uterus, 
no  trace  of  any  previous  laceration  could  be 
discovered  ;  the  uterus  was  of  the  natural 
size,  and  in  the  lower  portion  only,  there 
was  a  slight  degree  of  tenderness. — Siebold. 
Jaurn.Jur  Geburtilu 

VNUSUAT.  LENGTH  OF  TIIR  UMMLICAt 
CHORD. 

In  the  obstetrical  observations  of  Dr. 
Schneider,  of  Fulda,  a  case  is  related,  in 
which,  during  a  very  tedious  labour,  the 
contractions  of  the  uterus  having  been  al- 
most instantaneously  excited  by  a  large 
dose  of  secalo  cornutum,  a  male  child  was 
horn,  apparently  nsphyxiatcd  by  the  pres- 
sure of  the  umbilical  chord,  which  was 


twisted  six  timet  round  its  neck ;  hot  hav- 
ing been  immediately  extricated,  the  child 
was  restored  to  life  ;  the  umbilical  chord 
was  five  feet  five  inches  in  length. 

In  another  case  related  by  the  same  au« 
thor,  the  umbilical  chord  went  twice  round 
the  neck,  and  once  round  the  trunk,  from 
whence  it  passed  between  the  thighs  to  the 
placenta.  Besides  this  unusual  length,  it 
exhibited  a  real  knot,  which,  as  appeared 
from  the  gelatinous  substance  of  the  chord, 
had  existed  a  long  time  before  birth. — Ibid. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  ROYAL  LYINO-IN 
INSTITUTION,  AT  DRESDEN* 

By  Professor  Carus. 

The  number  of  births  which  occurred 
during  1827,  was  220,  of  which  thirty-three 
required  obstetrical  aid,  viz.,  one  perforation, 
one  cresarian  section,  one  induction  of  pre- 
mature labour,  and  seven  extractions ;  in 
four  cases  the  child  was  turned,  in  nineteen 
the  forceps  were  applied,  and  in  six  the 
placeuta  was  detached.  There  was  oue  case 
of  three  children  at  a  birth,  and  four  of 
twins;  the  number  of  males  was  115,  that 
of  females  110 ;  twenty-one  girls  and  eight 
boys  were  born  prematurely;  the  largest 
child  was  twenty,  the  sraalleBtsixteen  inches 
and  a  half  in  length;  the  weight  varied  from 
four  pounds  and  a  half  to  ten  and  a  quarter. 
Of  223  women  who  were  delivered,  not 
more  than  seven  died ;  the  others  left  the 
hospital  a  shorter  or  longer  period  after  de- 
livery, perfectly  well. 

In  one  of  the  cases  where  the  child  was 
extracted,  the  operation  was  rendered  ne- 
cessary by  the  umbilical  chord  having  pro- 
lapsed ;  the  abdominal  surface  of  the  child 
being  directed  towards  the  symphysis,  it 
was  turned  round  its  longitudinal  axis,  but 
was  born  dead:  immediately  after  its  birth, 
a  violent  haemorrhage  ensued,  to  arrest 
which  the  placenta  was  extracted ;  the  uterus 
showed,  however,  no  tendency  to  contract, 
the  haemorrhage  frequently  recurred,  and 
the  patient  died  on  the  seventh  day  after 
delivery,  from  loss  of  blood. 

Perforation  was  performed  in  a  case, 
where,  from  previous  rachitis,  almost  all  the 
diameters  of  the  pelvis  were  found  too 
small.  The  uterine  contractions  were  not 
sufficient  to  expel  the  child,  after  the  remo- 
val of  the  brain,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
extract  it.  After  ten  days  the  mother  was 
discharged  cured. 

The  esc  sari  on  operation  was  performed 
on  an  individual,  in  whom  nearly  the  whole 
osseous  system  was  deformed  by  rachitis. 
The  length  of  the  whole  body  was  thirty- 
six  inches  ;  the  distance  between  the  crista? 
ileii  was  eight  and  a  half  inches  ;  between 
the  great  trochanters  nine  inches  and  a  half. 
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The  Spinal  column  was  extensively  distorted ; 
the  distance  of  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum 
to  the  symphysis  was  two  and  a  half  inches, 
and  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  was  so  small, 
that  it  was  hardly  possible  to  reach  the 
head  of  the  child.  The  incision  through 
the  abdominal  skin  anitlinea  alba  was  seven 
inches  long ;  the  child  was  extracted  alive, 
and  did  well,  but  the  mother  died  on  the 
third  day.   The  wound  of  the 


found  very  widely  gaping. 

Labour  was  brought  on  prematurely  in  a 
person,  in  whom,  on  account  of  deformed 
pelvis,  the  head  of  the  child  had  been  per- 
forated in  a  previous  labour.  The  child  being 
eight  months  old,  sixteen  inches  in  length, 
and  five  pounds  in  weight,  appeared  per- 
fectly capable  of  having  lived,  but  it  un- 
fortunately presented  with  the  feet,  and 
owing  most  likely  to  this  circumstance,  was 
born  dead.  The  mother  left  the  hospital  on 
the  ninth  day. 

In  the  case  where  three  children  were 
born  at  a  birth,  labour  was  very  quick, 
lasting  not  more  than  ten  minutes.  All  the 
children  exhibited  signs  of  retarded  and 
incomplete  development,  and  died  within  a 
short  time  after  birth.  The  quantity  of  liquor 
amnit  amounted  to  thirty-four  pints;  the 
common  placenta,  two  pounds  in  weight, 
was  eleven  inches  in  diameter.  The  secre- 
tion of  milk  and  the  lochial  flux  were  regular, 
and  the  mother  was  able  to  leave  the  hospital 
on  the  SOth  dzy.—Gemiins.  FeHiehr,  f. 


REPORT    OP    THE    LYINO-IN    HOSPITAL  AT 
HBIDELBERO,  UNDER  PROF.  NAEOELE. 

During  the  years  1825  and  1826,  415  chil- 
dren were  born,  of  which  199  were  boys, 
and  216  girls.  In  394  the  head,  in  4  the 
face,  in  15  the  breech  or  feet,  in  one  the  arm, 
and  in  another  the  shoulder  presented ; 
not  more  than  two  women  died  ;  16  chil- 
dren were  born  dead,  and  19  prematurely  ; 
out  of  which  there  were  three  abortions. 
In  six  cases  twins  were  born.  The  forceps 
were  applied  in  fifteen  cases ;  in  ten  of 
which  the  contractions  of  the  uterus  were 
insufficient  to  expel  the  child  ;  in  three 
cases  the  operation  was  rendered  necessary 
by  the  smnlloess  of  the  pelvis  ;  and,  in  two, 
by  the  prolapsus  of  the  funis,  the  head  pre- 
senting. 

The  operation  of  turning  was  performed 
three  times  ;  in  one  case  where  the  shoul- 
der, in  another  whi  re  the  arm,  and,  in  a 
third, where  the  funis  presented;  the  last 
child  only  was  saved. 

Perforation  was  performed  in  a  rachitic 
female,  who,  when  brought  into  ihe  insti- 
tution, had  been  several  days  in  labour. 
The  head  was  forcibly  pressed  into  the 
brim;  after  a  very  powerful  contraction, 


the  waters  escaped,  the  head  remaining 
immoveable ;  the  pains  suddenly  ceased, 
and  the  patient  complained  of  a  violent 
burning  pain  in  the  belly,  and  a  sensation 
of  faintness;  the  countenance  was  pale, 
the  pulse  very  small,  and  the  extremities 
cold ;  perforation  was  immediately  per- 
formed, and  the  child  extracted ;  but  the 
uterus  did  not  contract,  the  belly  swelled, 
and  was  very  tender;  the  patient  became 
very  restless,  vomited,  &c,  and  died  on  the 
same  evening.  On  examination,  the  lower 
portion  of  the  uterus  was  found  ruptured  to 
the  extent  of  four  inches;  the  abdominal 
cavity  was  filled  with  extravasated  blood, 
and  exhibited  distinct  signs  of  inflammation. 
The  distance  from  the  promontory  of  the 
sacrum,  to  the  symphysis,  was  three  inches. 

In  a  case  of  very  small  pelvis,  labour  was 
artificially  brought  on  in  the  eighth  month 
of  gestation,  with  complete  success. 

In  a  young  female,  with  very  large  pelvis, 
labour  was  unusually  quick  ;  when  the  bead 
descended  through  the  external  genitals, 
violent  hemorrhage  ensued ;  the  funis  was 
twisted  round  the  neck,  and  the  body  waa 
born  before  it  could  be  loosened.  The  um- 
bilical vessels  were  found  extensively  lace- 
rated ;  one  of  the  arteries  being  completely 
torn  asunder,  and  the  vein  partially  rup- 
tured. The  child  was  very  pale,  and  as- 
phyxiated, but  soon  after  the  ligature  of  the 
funis,  restored  to  life. — KHnUche  AnttaU 


OH  SPINAL  DEFORMITIES. 

By  Dr.  Harrison. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Ever  since  my  attention  has  been 
particularly  drawn  to  the  consideration  of 
spinal  deformity,  and  the  complaints  de- 
pendent upon  it,  I  have  been  more  and 
more  convinced  of  the  frequency  of  both, 
and  of  their  injurious  effects  upon  the  health. 

So  great  is  their  prevalence,  in  this  coun- 
try at  least,  that  I  really  believe  not  one 
female  in  twenty,  above  the  condition  of 
laborious  servitude,  remains  wholly  free 
from  them.  In  proof  of  their  tendency  to 
undermine  the  constitution,  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  add — 1st.  That  where  much  de- 
formity exists,  the  sufferer  is  disqualified 
from  properly  following  any  active  employ- 
ment; he  is  soon  tired  with  labour,  and 
obliged  to  desist  from  further  exertion. 
2dly.  The  great  vessels,  fastened  internally 
to  the  spine,  are  unable  freely  to  carry  on 
the  circulation  through  their  contorted 
tubes  ;  hence  the  vital  fluid,  pre  tern  a  tur  ally 
accumulated,  encourages  the  formation  of 
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in  the  arteries,  and  varices  ki  the  \  on,  whatever  may  be  their  authority  or 
veins.  3dly.  The  internal  organs  always  merit  in  other  respects,  who  declare  that 
suffer  more  or  less  in  their  functions,  when  recumbency,  as  now  conducted  in  spinal 
the  spine  is  distorted.  The  viscera,  obliged  complaints,  tends  to  encourage  bad  health, 
to  follow  the  irregular  movements  of  the  These  assertions  are  in  direct  opposition  to 
spine,  are  forced  out  of  their  natural  situa-  multiplied  experience.  So  great  is  our 
lions,  and,  within  the  chest  especially,  are  predilection  for  received  tenets,  and  our 
unduly  squeezed  and  compressed  against \  obstinate  attachment  to  current  admissions, 
the  bony  covering.  These  several  causes  however  erroneous,  that  several  of  the 
lay  the  foundation  of  numerous  disorders,  moat  violent  declaimers  against  my  prac- 
wbioh  operating  at  all  times,  generally  j  tice  have  actually  attended  patients  to  no 
destroy  their  victims  prematurely.  good  purpose,  and,  who  remained  for  six 

Various  and  distressing  ss  these  maladies  or  eight  years,  constantly  lying,  and  yet  con- 
really  are,  they  constitute  only  part  of  the  tinued  in  good  health  during  the  whole  time 
which  the  miserable  suffer-  The  first  and  eighth  cases  in  my  treatise, 

besides  that  of  Miss  Goulding',  published  in 
The  Gazette  of  Health,  may  be  referred  to, 
as  confirmatory  of  this  statement  So  far 
then  is  recumbfucy  from  hurting  the  health, 
as  mere  theorists  affect  to  believe*  that,  in 
these  particular  cases,  it  really  conduces 
to  its  improvement,  and  frequently  enables 
pstients  to  subdue  a  phthisical  habit,  and 
other  constitutional  ailments. 

According  to  the  order  laid  down  for  pub- 
lishing my  "  Observations  on  Spinal  Com- 
ulaiuts,"  several  cases,  which  1  am  anxious 
to  make  known  early,  would  probably  be  de« 
ferred  for  several  years.  With  a  view  to  ob* 
as  the  fountain,  whereas,  in  fact,  it  more  j  viate  this  delay,  I  am  desirous  to  print  a  ae 


ers  are  doomed  to  endure.  From  irregula- 
rities in  the  vertebral  pillar,  the  cord  and 
nerves  issuing  out  of  it,  becoming  unduly 
stretched,  and  pressed  against  the  bony 
tubes,  are  rendered  unfit,  properly,  to  con- 
vey the  nervous  power,  to  its  ultimate  desti- 
nation. Many  obstinate  disorders  owe  their 
>n  to  the  partial,  or  entire  ioter- 
of  the  accustomed  nervous  supply. 
Their  origin  from  this  cause,  and  the  reme- 
dies indicated,  have,  I  conceive,  been  too 
generally  mistaken,  both  by  pathologists 
and  practising  physicians.  They  have  been 
"  to  trace  its  source  to  the  brain 


lect  portion  of  them  without  further  loss  of 
time,  that  they  may  come  under  the  imme- 
diate notice  of  my  professional  brethren. 
The  accompanying  case  will  be  succeeded, 
at  short  intervals,  by  others,  if  it  be  deemed 
proper  for  insertion  in  your  valuable  pe- 
riodical. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  &o., 

Edward  Hariusov. 
Holies  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 
Jan.  20,  1829. 


CASE 

WITH     EPILEPSY,  CURED 


OP  PARAPLEGIA, 


COMPLtCATED 
BY  APPLICA- 


eommonly  proceeds  from  the  spine  alone. 
So  long  as  no  efforts  were  msde  to  relieve 
the  defective  arrangement  of  the  vertebras, 
the  offices  of  the  spinal  nerves  could  not  be 
at  all  understood,  and  were,  therefore, 
usually  overlooked.  Now  that  we  have  ac- 
quired the  power  of  restoring  the  misshapen 
column  to  its  primitive  figure,  these  mala- 
dies are  not  only  brought  under  review,  but 
are  subjected  to  a  strict  surveillance.  No 
longer  concealed  from  observation,  they 
have,  as  already  observed,  been  found  in 
many  instances  to  commence  in  the  verte- 
bral structure,  and  to  abate  as  its  derange 
meat  receded. 

The  power  which  I  have  successfully 
exercised  over  the  spinal  column  for  more 
than  ten  years,  and  which  I  challenge  the 

most  incredulous  and  prejudiced  to  contra-  iu  good  bodily  health,  had  the" misfortune  to 
diet,  has  established  a  new  era  in  merii-  lose  the  feeling  and  motion  of  her  lower  ex* 

tremities,  upwards  of  three  years  and  a 
half  since.  Sensibility  of  the  limbs  returned 
partially  in  six  weeks,  but  they  recovered 
none  of  their  activity,  and  the  feeling  was 
again  lost  after  a  short  time.  She  says  that 
her  baek  and  left  side,  a  little  below  the 
false  ribs,  have  been  very  tender,  and  in- 
anee  of  all  opposition— magna  t$t  Veritas,  tt  j  capable  of  motion  for  nearly  the  same 
prevaiabit.  Nay,  1  venture  further  to  assert,  I  period.  Pulse,  bowels,  and  appetite,  nre 
that  this  power  over  the  spinal  joints  has  tolerably  regular.  The  menses  observe, 
already  ennbled  me  to  cure  several  dis-  their  natural  periods,  aud  How  in  moderate 
orders  deemed  irremediable,  and  to  cast  a  quantities,  but  are  very  dark-coloured,  and 


TIONS  TO  THE  SPINAL  COLUMN. 

•  #  •  ,  |  p 

Sarah  Tribet,  in  the  twenty-second  year  of 
her  age,  of  the  sanguine  temperament,  and 


cine— an  em  which  will  soon  lead  to  the 
most  unexpected  and  useful  results  in 
practice.  The  authority  of  great  names, 
and  the  influence  of  high  medical  stations, 
may  for  a  time  retard,  but  cannot  wholly 
arrest,  its  progress  ;  it  will,  ultimately,  sur- 
mount every  obstacle,  aad  triumph  in  deli 


ray  of  light  upon  the  most  abstruse  and 
difficult  pathological  questions.  Equally 
misinformed  are  those  medical  practttiou- 


highly  offensive. 

She  traces  her  sufferings  to  having  exert- 
ed all  her  force  to  raise  from  the  ground  a 
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large  bucket  filled  with  water ;  ahe  in-  | 

stantly  felt  as  if  something  Lad  given  way  in  ' 
the  small  of  her  back,  and  tainted  a  few 
minutes  afterwards.  From  that  time  her 
etrength,  the  activity  of  her  legs  and  feet, 
began  sensibly  to  fail,  in  six  weeks  she 
had  a  second  fainting  tit,  which  left  her  in 
her  present  helpless  coodition,  both  as  to 
the  sensibility  and  power  of  moving  her  in* 
ferior  extremities.  She  was  admitted  into 
a  large  provincial  hospital  three  months 
after  her  accident,  and  remained  there  alto- 
gether two  years.  While  in  the  hospital, 
ahe  was  frequently  bled  with  leeches  and 
scarificators.  She  had  also  several  blisters 
applied,  and  large  caustic  issues  inserted  in 
different  parts  of  the  back.  The  tartarised 
antimonial  ointment  was  rubbed  upon  her 
loins,  and  electricity  used  to  the  paraplegic 
limbs. 

Finding  no  relief  from  the  means  pursued, 
she  returned  home,  in  a  more  deplorable 
state  than  she  left  it.  The  assistance  of 
medical  men  in  her  own  neighbourhood 
being  equally  unavailing,  she  was  at  length 
brought  to  London*  and  placed  under  my 
care.  Site  was  seized  with  epileptic  fits,  for 
the  first  time  in  her  life,  duriug  her  resi* 
dence  in  the  hospital,  and  they  coatinued 
.to  afflict  her  soma  time  after  her  return 
home.  These  fits  generally  left  hpr  insen- 
si  hie  for  a  day  or  two.  After  one  attack, 
she  remained  in  this  deplorable  condition 
upwards  of  a  whole  week.  On  recovering 
her  faculties,  she  found  herself  in  a  copious 
salivation.  In  answer  to  her  inquiries  on 
this  point,  the  medical  gentleman  replied, 
that  she  was  wholly  indebted  to  the  saliva- 
tion for  her  recovery.  As  the  fits  always 
produced  a  temporary  loss  of  understanding 
and  memory,  she  cannot  venture  to  say  how 
many  of  them  she  has  had  in  all,  but  she  is 
certain  they  exceed  ten. 

On  examining  the  course  of  the  spinal  co- 
lumn carefully,  I  found  it  every  where  ex- 
tremely tender,  and  painful  to  the  touch.  It 
was  more  particularly  sensitive  in  the  small 
of  the  back,  where  she  first  received  the 
strain.  On  looking  at  the  back,  1  could  per- 
ceive no  deformity.  The  only  imperfection 
that  I  sow  iu  it  was,  that  the  lumbar  hollow 
had  almost  disappeared.  On  drawing  my  fin- 
ger* along  the  spina,  in  thai  pnrt,  I  found  the 
vertebra  placed  in  regard  to  each  other  a 
little  zigzag,  or  chequer-wise,  and  at  equal 
distances.  The  pains  were  almost  wholly 
confined  to  the  lower  part  of  the  spinal 
region.  She  has  no  power  to  move  any  part 
of  her  back,  and  the  inferior  extremities  are 
entirely  helpless.  She  can  stir  i. either  of 
them,  nor  uuy  of  their  joints.  Though  she 
felt  nothing  in  the  part  touched,  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  that,  on  pressing  the  soles  of 
her  feet  with  my  hand,  she  was  immediately 
seized  with  the  most  tormenting  anguish 


in  her  loins,  which  obliged  her  to  cry  out, 
and  desire  me  to  desist.  She  was  this  afterr 
noon  placed  flat  upon  a  firm  crib,  and  after 
being  well  rubbed  with  an  emollient  ointment, 
the  usual  shield'  was  fixed  to  her  back,  so 
constructed  as  to  make  firm  pressure  upon 
the  dorsal  and  lumbar  vertebra.  It  was  kept 
in  its  proper  situation  by  means  of  a  tight 
baudage  applied  all  over  her  baok  and  ohest. 

Nov.  b,  18&3.  The  means  recommended 
have  been  carefully  pursued.  The  back  is 
considerably  easier,  and  less  seusible  to  the 
touch.  She  can  already  move  the  toes  of 
both  feet. 

lo.  The  only  pain  of  which  the  patient 
now  complains,  is  confined  to  the  small  of 
her  back.  Moderate  pressure  on  the  soles 
of  her  feet  is  no  longer  perceived  in  the 
loins,  but  she  can  feel  it  in  the  part  touched. 
She  is  able,  with  considerable  difficulty,  to 
draw,  in  a  slight  degree,  her  legs  upwards, 
and  also  to  bend  her  knees.  The  lumbar 
hollow  is  entirely  regained,  and  the  vertebrae 
have  recovered  their  proper  places. 

30.  She  has  suffered  no  inconvenience  or 
uneasiness  in  her  back  since  the  last  report. 
She  can  raise  herself  from  the  crib,  and 
move  every  part  of  the  spine  with  great 
ease.  She  can  also  cross  her  legs  backwards 
and  forwards,  several  times  in  quick  succes- 
sion, without  much  effort.  She  thinks  her 
hack  and  limbs  have  acquired  strength 
enough  to  bear  her  weight  upon  then.  The 
natural  feeling  of  her  baok  and  limbs,  is 
wholly  restored.  The  menses  retprn  at 
their  usual  periods,  they  are  of  a  brighter 
colour,  and  no  longer  emit  a  disagreeable 
smell.  Continue. 

Dec.  15.  She  moves  her  legs  and  back  with 
the  greatest  freedom.  The  recumbent  pos- 
ture has  been  strictly  observed  from  the 
first.  She  thinks  herself  strong  enough  to 
walk  alone,  if  she  might  be  permitted  to 
make  the  experiment. 

31.  The  patient  was  suffered  this  after- 
noon to  get  up,  at  her  own  urgent  re- 
quest, and  try  how  far  she  had  the  use  of 
her  limbs.  The  moment  she  left  the  couch, 
she  was  able  to  stand  erect,  and  alone.  Soon 
afterwards  she  walked  about  in  the  room 
supported  between  two  persons,  for  about 
five  minutes.  Finding  herself  fatigued  by 
the  exertion,  she  desired  to  be  replaced 
upon  the  crib.  The  moment  she  was  put 
upon  it,  she  declared  that  she  had  not  felt 
the  smallest  pain  or  inconvenience,  either  in 
her  bock  or  limbs.  The  menses  continue 
regular,  and  preserve  their  natural  appear- 
once.    She  is  perfectly  well  in  health. 

Feb.  i;9,  10i!l.  She  lias  been  suffered  to 
walk  about  in  her  room,  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  every  other  day,  since  the  last  report. 

*  See  case  4th,  in  Dr.  llerrieon's  Essay 
on  Spinal  Diseases. 


Digitized  by  Google 


652 


SPINAL  DEFORMITIES. 


The  exercise  she  finds  very  pleasant,  and  it  j  displaced,  or  subltttated,  vertebras,  by  oj> 
occasions  no  fatigue.   She  often  petitions  to  caaioning  pressure  upon  the  spinal  chord  ~ 


have  the  period  enlarged 

March  17.  The  improvement  in  her  limbs 
has  been  regular  and  progressive ;  she  has 
lately  been  suffered  to  walk  two  miles  every 
second  day.  Finding  neither  pain  nor 
weakness  from  the  exertion,  she  solicits 
permission  to  increase  the  distance. 

I  have  been  induced  to  comply  with  her 
application  to  leave  London  for  Sidmouth, 
under  particular  restrictions. 

May  10.  In  a  letter  received  from  Sarah 
Tribet,  dated  Sidmouth,  Dec.  SO,  1834,  she 
says,  "  I  continue  your  advice,  as  far  as  in 
my  power,  and  I  still  feel  myself  mending. 
Sir,  when  I  returned  to  Sidmouth,  the  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  and  even  the  clergyman 
stared  at  seeing  me  walk,  and  well  they 
might,  after  witnessing  the  helpless  state  in 
which  I  left  them." 

In  a  second  letter,  dated  Sidmouth,  Oct. 
9th,  1 825,  she  observes, '« I  am  sorry  to  say  I 
have  been  very  ill.  I  kept  my  bed  three 
weeks,  and  I  was  very  much  afraid  I  should 
be  crippled ;  but,  with  the  blessing  of  God, 
I  am  able  to  walk  again,  without  any  sup- 
port." 

I  received  a  third  letter  from  Sarah,  in 
October,  1826.  She  enjoyed  good  health, 
and  had  undertaken  the  management  of  a 
school  for  yonng  children. 


the  thecn,  and  irritating  the  nervous  trunks, 
in  their  passage  through  the  foramina  ver- 
tebrarum,  effected  both  the  loss  of  feeling 
and  of  motion  in  the  limbs. 

The  suffering  spot,  whenever  the  back 
becomes  afflicted  with  pain,  has  not,  accord- 
ing to  my  own  observations,  in  a  single  in- 
stance, been  traceable  to  the  theca.  Great 
external  tenderness  is  felt  on  pressure  near 
the  spine,  and  especially  among  the  con- 
tiguous muscles ;  the  uneasiness  is,  there- 
fore, superficial,  and  confined  to  the  soft 
parts ;  the  symptoms  and  sufferings  may,  in 
such  cases,  be  easily  discovered,  and  their 
true  nature  ascertained,  as  far  as  they  be- 
come objects  of  the  touch.  When  the  ma- 
lady is  stationed  within  the  bony  tube, 
things  are  widely  different ;  it  must  then  be 
very  difficult  to  detect  the  deep-seated  mis- 
chief. The  symptoms  denoting  it  are  ne- 
cessarily obscure,  and  indistinct,  on  account 
of  their  remote  situation,  and  the  interpo- 
sition of  a  bony  case. 

In  confirmation  of  the  preceding  remarks, 
we  may  observe,  that  the  spinal  nerves,  in 
their  way  out  of  the  back  bone,  to  their 
ultimate  determination,  have  to  traverse  the 
vertebral  holes.  These  are  formed  of  notches, 
in  the  upper  and  lower  edges  of  the  lateral 
bridges;  they  are  constructed  to  make  a 


In  her  last  letter,  dated  April  23,  1827,  round  hole,  between  the  adjacent  vertebra?. 


she  observes,  "  You  cannot  imagine  how 
well  I  am  able  to  walk,  and  even  to  run, 
without  feeling  the  least  effect  in  my  back. 
I  never  felt  better  in  my  life." 

REMARKS. 

The  paraplegia,  with  this'patient,  followed 
so  closely  upon  her  accident,  that  I  think, 
whatever  difficulties  we  may  find  in  ex- 
plaining  the  loss  of  sensibility  and  motion, 
in  the  lower  limbs,  we  shall  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  referring  it  immediately  to  an  af- 
fection of  the  back.  We  are  more  favourable 
to  this  conclusion,  because  she  never  ex- 
perienced any  disorder  of  the  head,  through 
the  whole  course  of  her  indisposition,  except 
when  under  the  influence  of  her  epileptic 
fits.  Moreover,  the  curative  means,  which 
proved  efficacious,  were  wholly  diiected  to 


The  nerves  proceeding  from  the  spinal  mar- 
row, and  the  blood-vessels,  pass  through 
these  holes ;  when  the  arrangement  is  per- 
fect, the  two  portions  of  the  notch  fit  ex- 
actly. In  this  happy  state  of  things,  the 
nervous  bundles  connected  with  them,  in 
gliding  along  the  holes,  encounter  no  im- 
pediment ;  the  muscles  and  organs,  to  which 
they  run,  receiving  their  full  supply  of  ner- 
vous influence,  perform  their  offices  easily 
and  well ;  but  whenever  the  spinal  column 
becomes  distorted  and  misshapen,  the  cor- 
responding notches,  losing  their  proper  ad- 
justment, cease  to  fit  correctly.  This  Change 
in  the  conformation  of  the  vertebral  pillar, 
lends  to  numberless  evils  in  the  animal 
economy.  The  nerves,  in  their  progress 
through  these  irregular  apertures,  become 
impeded,  interrupted,  and  squeezed  against 
the  bony  sides  of  the  canal ;  hence  the  ner- 
the  spine.   Although  this  organ,  when  first  vous  power  has  to  surmouut  many  difficul- 


examined,  manifested  very  little  irregularity 
to  the  sight,  the  lumbar  cavity  was  nearly 
obliterated.  The  vertebra?,  too,  were  found, 
on  close  examination,  to  have  lost  their  rela- 
tive distances,  as  well  as  their  proper 
stations  in  the  column.  I  am  of  opinion, 
that  this  defective  arrangement  in  the  im- 
plicated vertebra?  was  produced  by  the 
rupture,  or  undue  stretching,  of  some  of  the 
articular  ligaments,  at  the  time  when  she 
exerted  herself  to  raise  the  bucket.  The 


ties  in  its  journey.  From  the  contorted 
figure  of  the  column,  the  spinal  cord  is 
forced  into  an  unfavourable  posture  in  the 
theca.  The  anterior  and  posterior  nervous 
fasciculi  are  driven  from  their  usual  course, 
and  cannot,  therefore,  emerge  in  a  proper 
direction.  As  they  proceed,  and  incline  to- 
wards each  other,  to  be  enveloped  in  the 
same  sheath,  they  enter  the  vertebral  holes 
at  an  unfavourable  angle.  In  consequence 
of  this  defective  arrangement,  the  nervous 
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influence  is  either  Wholly  or  partially  ar- 
rested in  its  course,  by  the  impediments  it 
has  to  surmount.  The  organs,  dependent 
upon  its  regular  supply,  being  imperfectly 
provided,  exhibit  the  different  phenomena 
which  have  been  described  in  this  and  my 
other  cases.  In  accordance  with  these  ob- 
servations we  may  remark,  that  when  a 
nerve  is  wounded,  or  bruised,  the  muscle 
in  which  it  terminates  is  thrown  into  spas- 
modic contractions  ;  after  its  entire  section, 
the  muscle  becomes  insensible  to  the  strong- 
est stimuli.  It  is,  moreover,  experimentally 
true,  that  whether  we  irritate  the  muscle 
itself,  or  the  nerve  leading  to  it,  the  muscle 
will  equally  contract ;  *  it  follows,  there- 
fore, that  the  excitation  of  either  end  of  a 
nerve  will  influence  the  muscle  which  it 
animates. 

By  applying  this  doctrine  to  the  nervous 
bundles,  in  their  passage  along  the  displaced 
vertebral  notches,  we  shall  be  able  to  un- 
derstand how  slight  pressure  upon  them  in- 
duces pains  and  cramps,  while  a  greater 
degree  of  it  produces  insensibility  and  entire 
loss  of  motion. 

I  am  the  more  inclined  to  favour  these 
opinions,  because  we  scarcely  ever  meet 
with  a  patient  suffering  from  a  distorted 
spine,  who  has  not  some  paraplegic  symp- 
toms. It  follows  from  these  premises,  that 
both  feeling  and  motion,  in  the  inferior  ex- 
tremities, are  functions  dependent  upon  the 
spinal  nerves. 

The  patient  endured  several  severe  pa- 
roxysms of  epilepsy,  while  she  was  atfhcted 
with  paraplegia.  The  sources  of  this  dis- 
tressing and  obstinate  complaint  are  often 
so  much  concealed,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
discover  them.  We  know  enough  to  say, 
tli ut  the  exciting  cause  is  sometimes  placed 
within  the  skull,  and,  at  other  times,  re- 
mote from  the  brain  ;  for  example,  the  pre- 
sence of  intestinal  worms,  and  of  sordes  in 
the  bowels,  are  common  causes  of  epilepsy. 
These  act  primarily  upon  the  nervous  fila- 
ments of.  the  intestines,  and  the  irritation 
being  conveyed,  by  some  unknown  commu- 
nication, to  the  spinal  cord,  the  voluntary 
muscles  are  forced  into  violent  and  irregu- 
lar contractions.  For  the  same  reason  I 
venture  to  assert,  that  irritations  applied, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  the  spinal  cord,  or 
nervous  trunks  near  it,  will  occasionally 
lead  to  the  same  train  of  symptoms  as  if 
they  had  been  directed  to  the  minute  ner- 
vous fibrils.  1  have  already  recorded  an 
example  of  hysteria  t  originating  in  the  spi- 
nal column,  and  1  shall  hereafter  introduce 
an  instance  of  chorea  sancti  viti,  commenc- 


*  Dr.  Monro's  Observations  on  the  Ner- 
vous System. 

t  See  the  case  of  Mary  Rafter,  in  my 
Essay  on  Spinal  Diseases. 


ing  in  the  same  organ.  These,  as  well  as 
epilepsy,  being  accompanied  with  spasmo- 
dic contractions  of  the  voluntary  muscles, 
make  it  highly  probable,  that,  in  all  similar 
cases,  an  impression  upon  the  spinal  cord 
may  be  the  originating  cause. 

The  patient  had  complained  of  pain,  and 
tenderness  in  the  spinal  column,  from  the 
commencement  of  her  malady,  but  its  great- 
est severity  was  about  the  loins.  Many 
practitioners  do  not  hesitate  to  refer  symp- 
toms of  this  kind,  in  every  instance,  to  in- 
flammation of  the  spinal  cord,  or  its  invest- 
ing membranes.   That  they  sometimes  in- 
dicate an  inflammatory  diathesis,  or,  as  it 
has  been  called,  a  sub-acute  inflammation, 
I  am  ready  to  admit,  though  I  am  enabled 
to  say,  from  multiplied  experience,  that  it 
is  a  rare  occurrence.    We  ought,  however, 
to  recollect,  that  whenever  the  disorder  is 
inflammatory,  or  accompanied  with  increas- 
ed vascular  action,  the  complaint  will  either 
be  speedily  subdued,  or  it  will  terminate  in 
effusion,  suppuration,  or  gangrene.  Inflam- 
matory complaints  are  never  stationary ; 
they  are  always  progressive,  and  run  their 
course  in  a  few  days  or  weeks.   The  aches 
and  pains,  which,  as  in  this  case,  continue 
unabated  for  months  and  years,  without 
leading  to  structural  changes,  are  neither  of 
an  inflammatory  character,  nor  are  they 
seated  in  the  vascular  system  ;  they  proceed 
from  some  malady  in  the  nervous  composi- 
tion, belonging  to  the  suffering  part,  aud 
are  chiefly  to  be  relieved  by  applications 
directed  to  it.    In  order  to  act  with  effect, 
we  must  endeavour  to  find  out  the  nature 
and  exact  seat  of  the  complaint  before  we 
proceed  to  the  treatment.   This  discrimin- 
ation is  especially  necessary,  because  the 
remedies  best  adapted  to  moderate  inflam- 
matory action,  exert  little  power  over  a  dis- 
tracted state  of  the  nerves.    So  many  ex- 
amples of  chronic  pains,  arising  from  neural- 
gia, have  lately  come  under  my  own  cog- 
nizance, and  been  cured  by  the  trcatmeut 
so  often  explained,  as  to  lead  to  a  convic- 
tion, that  they  are  much  more  common  than 
is  generally  admitted. 

In  cases  originating  from  nervous  irrita- 
j  tion,  undeviatiug  rest,  and  perfect  quiet,  so 
long  as  they  are  submitted  to,  will  mitigate 
the  symptoms ;  but  the  miserable  sufferers 
no  sooner  return  to  their  usual  occupations, 
than  the  old  pains  reappear,  with  their  for- 
mer severity.  In  this  way  invalids  drag  on 
a  miserable  existence  for  the  rest  of  life, 
because,  until  the  offending  cause  is  dis- 
covered aud  subdued,  the  disorder  will  re- 
main unabated. 

As  I  employed  no  remedies  with  this 
patient,  to  overcome  increased  vascular  ac- 
tion, it  is  clear,  from  the  result,  that  she  did 
not  suff  er  from  that  cause.  She  became  free 
from  pain,  after  assuming  dorsal  recumbency, 
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Which  it  a*  Convincing  proof  that  her  afflic- 
tions were  not  in  the  circulating  system; 
that  they  were  of  a  different  complexion,  and 
required  Other  measures  for  their  removal. 

She  hod  been  ineffectually  subjected  to 
long  and  repeated  courses  of  the  usual  treat- 
ment, both  in  hospital  and  private  practice ; 
that  they  afforded  her  no  relief  is  evident 
From  her  own  statement,  and  the  helpless 
condition  in  which  she  applied  to  me.  The 
means  on  which  I  relied  were  entirely  con- 
fined to  the  spinal  region.  As  the  verte- 
bne  approached  their  native  beds,  the  spinal 
cord,  and  nerves  issuing  out  of  them,  gra- 
dually recovered  their  healthy  tone  and  abi- 
lity. The  nervous  influence  being  at  length 
freed  from  all  irritations,  and  being  more- 
over regularly  distributed  to  the  muscles, 
they  entirely  recovered  their  lost  strength 
and  former  activity.  The  patient,  thus  in- 
vigorated, was  happily  restored  to  the  full 
use  of  her  limbs,  and  the  enjoyment  of  a 
Bound  constitution. 

It  follows,  as  a  consequence  of  the  indi- 
cations and  practice,  successfully  employed 
for  the  cure  of  Sarah  Tribet,  that  her  dis- 
order was  wholly  confined  to  the  spinal 
cord,  and  its  nervous  trunks,  at  their  origin. 
It  was  in  accordance  with  this  pathology, 
that  I  determined  to  restore  the  natural 
figure  of  the  back,  in  order  to  relieve  the 
Spinal  nerves  from  injurious  pressure.  In 
this  I  completely  succeeded,  and,  as  a  con- 
sequence of  it,  I  had  the  gratification  to 
witness  a  full  confirmation  of  my  doctrines, 
in  the  recovery  of  my  patient,  to  the  bless- 
ing of  vigorous  health. 

The  conclusions  deducible  from  the  pre- 
ceding and  former  cases  are, — 

1st.  That  paraplegia  is  a  disorder  of  the 
spinal  cord.  Many  examples  of  this  dis- 
tressing complaint  have  come  under  my  care, 
at  different  times.  Several  of  them  have 
been  permanently  cured,  by  removing  verte- 
bral deformity.  This  success  enables  me  to 
assert,  that  paraplegia  was,  in  every  in- 
stance which  has  occurred  to  me,  an  affec- 
tion of  the  back-bone. 

Sndly.  The  epilepsy,  likewise,  originated 
from  the  back.  We  are  warranted  m  this 
opinion,  because  it  appeared,  for  the  first 
time,  after  the  injury,  aud  went  away  on 
her  adopting  quietness  and  rest. 

3dly.  The  extreme  tenderness,  in  this 
case,  was  not  of  an  inflammatory  charocter  ; 
Had  it  either  originated  in  a  phlogistic  state 
of  the  parts,  or  been  accompanied  with  in- 
flammatory action  in  them,  the  disorder 
would  not  have  Temnined  stationary  for  so 
long  a  time.  By  referring  it  to  neurelgia, 
or  irritation  of  the  spinal  cord  and  its  ner- 
vous trunks,  we  can  both  understand  its 
long  continuance,  without  producing  struc- 
tural change,  and  its  final  disappearance  on 
rectifying  the  vertebra?. 


OHO01  OF.  *»AXQ*T.  , 

To  tlu  mor  eft  hz Wcet.  ;  ; 

Sin, — I  am  most  anxious  to  complete 
my  notices  of  the  Richmond  School  of  Ana- 
tomy, and  I  will  not  occupy  many  more  of 
your  pages  with  my  critiques  on  its  pro-- 
feasors. 

My  former  letters  hsve  been  noticed  ht 
some  late  numbers,  and,  (since  my  reply  to 
a  writer  styling  himself  »  Richmond,")  "by  a 
correspondent  who  affixes  the  signature  of 
**  Philalethes  "  to  his  production,  and  by  a 
nameless  author,  who  concludes  his  per- 
formance, by  professing  himself  your  obe- 
dient servant,  Mr.  Editor. 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  letters, 
to  so  solemn  an  appeal  to  our  Irish  hearts, 
I  may  observe,  that  my  awfully  indignant 
friend,  in  his  admiration  of  anonymous  pro- 
ductions, proceeding  from  the  pens  of  *  Ju- 
nius," «  J.  K.  L.,"  or  Erinensis and,  in 
his  condemnation  of  the  remarks  of  a  minor 
scribe,  who  has  sought  the  same  protection 
as  these  distinguished  writers  have  found* 
shelter  under,  seems  to  have  forgotten  that 
the  principal,  perhaps  the  only,  use  in  ano^ 
nymous  correspondence,  is  to  enable  the 
workman  who  labours  in  the  lowest  story, 
to  reach  the  artificer  employed  at  the  sum- 
mit, with  his  voice,  since  he  cannot  touch1 
him  with  his  band; — in  plainer  language,  to 
permit  the  approach  of  truth  to  the  mantle* 
of  authority. 

"  Junius,"  «  J.  K.  L.."  tod  "  Erineneie," 
have  sung  noble  strains,  and  '*  Philalethes" 
is  musical  enough  to  admire  them ;  my  ley,' 
ballad  like,  has  had  nothing  but  truth  and 
simplicity  to  recommend  it;  and  hence  it 
disgusts  the  ear  accustomed  to  a  higher1 
melody.  Hen !  me  mi  serum  !  like  "  Ju- 
nius's"  correspondent,  Sir  William  Draper, 
my  opponent  possesses  the  weapon  of  lan- 
guage, and  assails  me,  right  and  left,  with 
the  vituperations  of  fiction.  I  honour  him 
for  the  solemnity  of  the  details  of  my  scan- 
dal, my  inconsistency,  and  my  falsehood, 
but  I  will  dismiss  him  with  my  forgiveness, 
in  his  supply  of  a  quotation  that  enables  me 
to  return  his  arrows,  pointless  and  weakly, 
propelled  as  they  are.  "  Anonymous  writ- 
ing has  afforded  a  shelter  to  impartial  state- 
ments ;  it  has  enabled  the  satirist  to  direct' 
his  shaft  against  a  manifest  abuse."  If 
this,  Sir,  be  the  case,  little  does  it  signify 
what  talent  is  displayed  in  the  satire ;  so' 
that  the  desired  object  is  gained,  it  matters1 
little  whether  the  nobler  quill  of  Junius," 
or  the  humbler  pen  of  14  Lennox  '  be  em- 
ployed. Whatever  Mr.  Carmichael'e  or" 
Dr.  M'Dowel's  conduct  may  have  been% 
they  are  undefended  by  such  writers  • 
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"  Philalethes,"  who  cannot  contradict  the 
plain  statement,  that  the  former  did  neglect, 
aud  that  tho  latter  did  not  understand,  his 
duty ;  the  signature  book  proTes  the  one, 
and  the  eases  to  which  your  correspondent 
alludes,  establish  the  other.  •  With  re- 
spect to  your  latest  correspondent,  that 
nameless  scribe,  wbo  has  ventured  to  op- 
pose vulgarity  to  plain  statement,  false- 
hood to  tiuth,  and  a  tissue  of  rodomontade, 
too  fuLome  even  lor  the  palate  of  his  em- 
ployer, and  insufficient  in  wit  or  spright- 
liness  eveu  for  amusement,  to  an  assem- 
blage of  unvarnished  facts,  1  will  only  ob- 
serve, that  his  manner  betrays  what  his 
modesty  would  couceut ;  the  sycophantic 
rwthut  to  whom  1  have  before  referred, 
stands  confessed ;  the  ex-clinical  of  Dr. 
M' Dowel,  and  the  nameless  scribe,  are  one. 
I  must  apologize  fur  thus  occupying  your 
pages  on  such  an  unworthy  subject,  but 
my  last  reply  is  given. 

To  resume  the  subject  of  my  letter. 
Mr.  Adams,  the  principal  anatomical  lec- 
turer of  the  Richmond  School ,  is  a  gentleman 
of  rare  acquirements ;  be  has  been  intro- 
duced to  the  medical  world  in  your  Jour- 
nal, by  your  admirable  critic  •*  Krincnsie," 
and,  in  truth,  in  somewhat  an  unkind  man- 
ner. His  introductory  lecture  forming  the 
BUbject  of  his  remarks,  was  composed  in  a 
hurried,  and  delivered  in  a  slovenly,  man- 
ner, and  was,  indeed,  little  calculated  to 
advance  the  reputation  of  the  author;  but 
if  "  Erinensis"  would  visit  the  school,  ami 
listen  to  an  ordinary  lecture  delivered  by 
this  professor,  he  would  confess,  that  to  a 
highly  cultivated  mind,  to  an  admirable 
knowledge  of  his  subject,  was  added  an 
originality  of  thought  and  expression,  cal- 
culated not  only  to  improve,  but  also  to  de- 
light his  hearers.  Delivered  in  the  most 
familiar  manner,  his  lectures  comprise  not 
only  the  information  gleaned  from  others, 
but  the  experience  gained  in  a  life  of  prac- 
tice and  observation,  whilst  the  good  hu- 
mour of  the  man,  added  to  the  real  of  the 
teacher,  warms  the  hearts  of  his  pupils  to- 
wards him,  and  ever  disposes  them  to  re- 
ceive him  with  respect  and  attention.  With- 
out this  professor,  I  do  not  believe  the 
Richmond  class  would  equal  a  tithe  of  their 

*  The  poor  boy  who  had  his  tibia  man-  ' 
gled,  is  now  an  inhabitant  of  the  House  of, 
Industry,  "  an  asylum  for  aged  people  and 
incurable  patients."    If  this  unfortunate  is  ' 
"  perfectly  cured  of  a  most  tedious  disease,"  j 
wliy  is  he  allowed  to  remain  in  this  esta- ! 
blishiuent  i    The  uotice  obtained  by  other  1 
writers  on  excision  of  veins  for  varicose  | 
ulcers,  will,  I  thiuk,  justify  my  remarks  on  I 
the  impropriety  of  this  operation ,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  ridiculous  approval  of  it  by 
"  FhiMethes." 


present  number  ;  the  excellence  of  the  de- 
monstrations oi  his  colleague  alone,  would 
hardly  assemble  sufficient  to  pay  the  porters. 
If  any  fanlt  can  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Adams,  it  is  a  certaiu  want  of  arrangement, 
a  species  of  inconsistency  in  choice  of  mat* 
ter ;  but  this  is  the  error  of  genius,  and  we 
heartily  forgive  it. 

Mr.  Read,  a  surgical  lecturer,  is  no 
stranger  to  your  pages,  in  which  be  baa 
been  exhibited  as  the  admirable  clinical  lec- 
turer of  Mercer's  Hospital.  This  gentle- 
man, with  every  advantage  afforded  by  sound 
knowledge,  great  experience,  and  gentle* 
manly  manners,  does  himself  a  preat  injna* 
tioe,  by  the  style  in  which  he  reads  his  lec- 
tures. To  hear  him  relate  a  case  out  of 
hook,  is  really  a  treat ;  the  ease  of  his  man- 
ner, and  his  general  expression  is  most  for* 
cibly  contrasted  to  the  style  he  adopts,  when 
be  recurs  to  his  black  portfolio,  and  which 
always  reminds  me,  in  its  unvaried  and  mo- 
notonous toue,  of  the  secretary  of  the  Ca- 
tholic Association,  whilst  reading  a  commu- 
nication from  some  rent-paying  contributor. 
His  communications,  however,  are  highly 
interesting,  and  display  great  talent  aud 
observation  ;  and  his  general  character  for 
skill  iu  this  city,  render  him  a  fit  assist- 
ant iu  the  Richmond  School,  as  the  instruc- 
tor of  youth. 

Dr.  M'Dounell,  theex-demonstralor,  and- 
a  present  anatomical  professor,  is  a  perfect 
original.  Possessed  of  abilities  of  no  com- 
mon order,  be  appears  to  the  by-stander  as 
a  dull  aud  heartless  being,  to  which  the 
actual  warmth  of  his  feelings  give  the  lie 
direct  ;  but  this  gentleman  is  misplaced  ; 
he  is  calculated  for  the  retirement  of  study, 
or  for  the  edification  of  a  few,  who  could 
not  alarm  him  into  bashfulness.  He  is  a 
young  anatomist,  and  we  would  hope  that 
he  may  never  become  nu  old  teacher.  Timid 
and  tedious,  be  stands  before  his  class  the 
very  personification  of  doubt ;  and  what 
would  be  reluted  by  a  man  on  better  terms 
with  himself  in  five  minutes,  he  occupies 
the  hour  in  delivering.  1  mean  him  most 
kindly  when  I  assure  him,  that  he  cannot 
even  float  in  the  stream  through  which  he 
undertakes  to  guide  others.  As  a  scientific 
man,  or  as  a  physician,  be  would  gain  more 
admirers  in  a  day,  than  he  will  obtain  in 
the  education  of  anatomical  students  during 
his  whole  life.  If,  however,  he  will  conti- 
nue his  course,  let  me  advise  him  to  hasten 
his  steps  ;  his  present  march  over  his  sub- 
ject will  take  ten  years  to  perform. 

Dr.  Flood,  the  present  demonstrator,  is  a 
little  host  to  the  school  ;  unwearied  in  the 
discbarge  of  his  duty,  constaut  in  the  in- 
struction of  the  students,  affable  and  oblig- 
ing to  all.  To  look  at  this  gentlemau,  the 
questiou  irresistibly  arises,  what  made  you 
an  anatomist  1    Nervous  to  a  distressing 
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degree,  even  when  engaged  in  the  most 
common-place  demonstration,  our  wonder  is 
excited  at  the  production  of  each  sentence. 
I  may  good  humour edly  remark,  that  the 
observation  applied  to  a  clergyman  (as  ner- 
vous sb  himself)  in  the  last  century,  "  that 
his  mother,  in  bearing  him,  was  brought  to 
bed  of  a  palsy/'  would  suit  our  demonstra- 
tor, but  who,  in  spite  of  nervousness  and 
timidity,  performs  his  duty  admirably.  If 
this  gentleman  were  afforded  more  frequent 
opportunities  of  public  demonstration,  these 
infirmities  might  be  remedied  ;  and,  as  he 
has  the  gTeat  advantage  of  giving  much  in- 
formation in  a  short  period,  the  very  reverse 
of  Dr.  M'Donnel's  qualification,  a  permis- 
sion to  take  that  professor's  place,  now  and 
then,  would  meet  with  the  general  appro- 
bation of  the  class. 

I  have  now  concluded  my  communications 
respecting  the  professors  of  the  Richmond 
School,  and  surgeons  of  the  Richmond  Hos- 
pital, communications  in  which  "nothing 
has  been  extenuated,  nor  aught  set  down  in 
malice,"  but  afforded  in  the  desire  of  mea- 
suring out  an  act  of  justice  to  teacher  and 
student.   The  establishment,  taken  as  a 
whole,  is  unrivalled  in  point  of  usefulness 
to  the  student  in  the  whole  empire  ;  aud  it  is 
grievous  to  reflect  how  mismanagement  and 
ignorance  may  convert  so  fertile  s  source  of 
good  into  a  channel  that  can  nouiish  any 
noxious  weeds  on  its  surface  ;  yet,  Sir,  such 
is  the  general  excellence  of  the  fountain- 
head,  and  so  admirable  are  the  qualifications 
of  some  of  the  individuals  employed  in  the 
direction  of  the  stream  of  knowledge  pro- 
ceeding from  it,  that  it  is  capable,  under  its 
present  direction,  of  affording  ample  nou- 
rishment to  the  mind  of  the  pupil,  tnalgrt 
the  impediments  he  meets  with  in  the  shape 
of  conceit  and  self-consequence.    As  to  my 
identity,  Mr.  Editor,  that  is  a  subject  of 
little  consequence,  although  it  has  hitherto 
been  as  much  speculated  upon,  as  mis- 
taken :  that  I  have  done  good,  may  be  in- 
ferred from  some  alterations  that  have  suc- 
ceeded to  my  remarks,  and  that  a  guilty 
conscience  was  awakened,  is  apparent,  from 
the  angry  notice  they  occasioned,  and  by 
the  spirit  that  prompted  the  use  of  the  pen 
in  reply  from  some  wretched  sycophants, 
whose  praise  is  the  worst  spology  that  could 
be  offered  to  the  object  of  their  eulogy ,  and 
whose  condemnation  is  my  highest  pride. 

Let  the  professors  of  the  institution  be 
encouraged,  and  yet  beware.  A  friend  is 
behind  their  curtain,  anxious  to  proclaim 
alike  their  steady  walk  in  ability  and  recti, 
tude,  or  to  detect  their  wanderings.  Ire- 
land, alas  !  must  seek  the  press  of  England 
as  a  means  either  of  praise  or  censure  ;  and 
the  medical  journal  that  has  accomplished 
so  much  for  one  country,  will  not  refuse  its 
assistance  to  its  sister  and  unfortunate  land. 


I  will  watch  over  the  Richmond,  and 
your  pages  shall  enable  me  to  call  the  hour. 
I  am,  Sir, 


Lennox. 


Dublin,  Feb.  4,  1829. 


YELLOW  FEVER  AT  GIBRALTAR. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir.— I  send  you  the  following  account 
of  a  successful  method  of  treating  the  yellow 
fever,  which  has  lately  committed  such 
dreadful  ravages  at  Gibraltar :  it  is  extracted 
from  a  letter  received  from  a  gentleman  of 
great  respectability,  and  a  particular  friend 
of  mine,  resident  at  the  rock  ;  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  communication  I  can,  therefore, 
perfectly  rely  on  ;  I  shall  give  the  statement 
in  his  own  words ;  if  you  think  it  worthy  of 
insertion  in  your  spirited  Publication,  I 
shall  be  obliged  by  its  appearance  in  an 
early  number. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  admirer  and  reader, 

HENny  Rudce. 

Leominster,  Jan.  29, 1829. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Oxberry,  first  observes 
"  that  persons  having  once  recovered  from 
this  fever  are  not  liable  to  a  second  attack, 
which  marks  the  distinction  between  the 
Yellow  Fewer  of  Gibraltar,  and  that  of  the  West 
Indies.  He  states,  the  only  remedy  which  has 
proved  successful  in  this  dreadful  disease,  is 
the  administration  of  a  large  cupful  of  olive  oil 
every  half  hour  till  copious  vomiting  ensues, 
which  is  to  be  promoted  by  drinking  freely 
of  warm  water ;  the  treatment  is  to  be  con- 
tinued till  the  stomach  discharges  nothing 
but  water ;  at  the  same  time,  frequent  injec- 
tions of  olive  oil  and  sal t-and- water  should 
be  administered  ;  afterwards,  an  ounce  and  a 
half  of  castor  oil,  with  the  injections  to  be 
continued  till  the  fever  subsides.  The  pa- 
tient may  drink  freely  of  lemonade  and  acids 
to  excite  perspiration ;  and  for  die*,  good 
soup,  without  a  particle  of  grease,  is  given. 
Out  of  85  patients  treated  in  this  manner  by 
a  Spanish  doctort(whose  name  is  not  stated,) 
only  one  died.  The  English  practitioners 
commenced  with  calomel  and  bleeding,  and 
under  this  treatment  lost  every  patient ; 
seeing  the  eflicacy  of  the  oil,  they  adopted 
it,  and  proved  its  value  by  their  subsequent 
success ;  were  this  treatment  adopted  in 
the  West  Indies,  it  might  save  the  lives  of 
many." 
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Z^wrfon,  Saturday,  February  21,  1829. 

We  insert,  this  week,  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper's  own  Report  of  his  celebrated 
operation  of  lithotomy ;  abstaining,  for  the 
present,  from  comment  on  the  details  of 
this  document,  but,  at  the  same  time,  ear- 
nestly  inviting  our  readers,  especially  oar  sur- 
gical readers,  and,  above  all,  such  of  them  as 
have  themselves  performed  the  operation,  to 
compare  the/atf*  detailed  in  Mr.  Cooper's 
Report,  with  the  facts  detailed  in  the  report 
pnblished  in  this  Journal.  The  result  of 
such  a  comparison  must  be  to  convince 
every  man,  capable  of  forming  an  opiuion  on 
the  aubjeet,  however  previously  inclined  to 
think  favourably  or  unfavourably  of  Mr. 
Bransby  Cooper's  professional  abilities, 
that  not  a  single  material  fact  in  our  report 
was  misrepresented,  and  that  had  the  ope- 
rator ventured  to  publish  his  own  report  of 
the  case  before  the  trial,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  for  him  to  obtain  a  verdict.  The 
jury  presumed  misstatement  in  the  ab- 
sence of  testimony;  and  we  have  already 
frankly  admitted,  that  if  they  believed  in 
the  alleged  malice  of  our  Reporter,  they 
were  morally  justified  in  presuming  mis- 


tion,  which  proves  that  he  was  not,  in 
point  of  fact,  entitled  to  a  verdict ;  a 
Report  which,  as  far  as  the/art*  of  the  case 
are  concerned,  differs, in  no  material  respect, 
from  the  Report  transmitted  to  this  Jour- 
nal ;  and  which  is,  in  some  respects,  calcu- 
lated to  do  far  greater  injury  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  operator.  Why,  it  is  asked,  was 
Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  not  content  with  a 
verdict  in  his  favour,  and  "Jive  per  cent."  on 
the  damages  at  which  he  rated  the  injury 
to  his  reputation,  without  publishing  a 
Report  which  must  satisfy  every  profes- 
sional man  who  reads  it,  that  he  obtained  a 
verdict,  not  in  consequence  of  any  facts 
which  he  disclosed  to  the  jury,  but  be- 
cause  he  dexterously  concealed  the  facts  of 
the  case,  until  he  had  reaped  the  benefit  of 
a  doubt  which  the  supposed  malice  of  our 
Reporter  raised  in  the  minds  of  the  jury  i 
This  is  a  problem  which  we  will  take  leave 
to  solve.  The  publication  of  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper's  own  account  of  his  operation 
was  not,  we  believe,  a  matter  of  choice,  but 
of  necessity.  He  bad  obtained  a  verdict,  it 
is  true,  but  how  had  he  redeemed  his 
pledge  to  put  the  profession  and  the  public 
in  possession  of  the  "full  particulars  of 
the  case  ?"  Why,  by  producing  a  single 
witness  at  the  trial,  which  witness  swore 
that  he  was  not  better  able  to  give  the  jury 


statement;  but  the  subsequent  publication  any  information  than  a  common  spectator, 
of  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's  Report  has  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  instructed  his  counsel 
demonstrated,  beyond  the  possibility  of  to  tell  the  jury,  first,  that  no  one  can  form 
doubt  or  contradiction,  that  our  Report  was  an  opinion  of  the  difficulties  of  an  operation, 
substantially  true,  and  that  the  presumption,  but  the  operator  himself;  and,  secondly, 
on  which  alone  the  verdict  of  the  jury  could  with  a  pleasing  consistency,  that  next  to  the 


have  been  fouuded,  was  not  warranted 
the  facts  of  the  case.  To  many  professional 
4men,  and  especially  to  those  at  a  distance 
from  the  metropolis,  who  are  not  acquainted 
with  all  the  workings  of  the  machinery  by 
which  the  Bats  endeavour  to  uphold  a  cor- 
rupt and  tottering  system,  it  has  afforded 
matter  of  surprise  that  Mr.  Bransby 
Coopkr  should  have  apparently  committed 
himself,  by  publishing  a  report  of  his  opera- 
No.  286. 


operator,  his  assistant  possessed  the  best 
means  of  explaining  the  difficulties  that 
occurred.  Now  Mr.  Callaway,  the  single 
witness  of  the  operation  called  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  had  not  been  in 
the  witness-box  five  minutes  before  he  dis- 
tinctly admitted  that  he  possessed  no  better 
means  of  explaining  the  difficulties  than  a 
common  spectator.  What  follows  1  why, 
that  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's  pledge  to  put 
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the  jury  in  possession  of  the  "  rvvi  par- 
Ticolars  of  bis  case,"  ended  ia  moonshine. 
He.  calls  but  one  witness  who  saw  the  opera- 
tion, and  that  witness  honestly  confesses 
that  he  can  no  more  explain  the  difficuliiea, 
or  account  for  the  extraordinary  delay,  than 
a  common  spectator.  So  much  for  the 
second  |egiUia>ate  aource  of  information; 
and,  an  for  the  first  and  best  aource  of  in- 
formation, according  to  the  doctrine  broach- 
ed at  the  late  trial,— a  moat  convenient  doc- 
trine, it  most  be  confessed,  for  bungling 
and  inefficient  operators,— Mr,  Bransby 
Coopir  took  especial  care  that,  before  the 
trial,  the  jury  abould  not  be  furnished  with 
tit  emanation  of  the  difficulties  of  the  cose. 
From  the  moment  that  Mr.  Callaway  ad- 
mitted that  he  was  in  no  better  condition  to 
afford  information  to  the  jury  than  a  com- 
mon spectator— for,  however  extraordinary 
the  fact  may  appear,  not  one  syllable,  it 
aeema,  had  Mr.  Bransby  Coopkr  ever 
uttered  on  the  sohject  of  the  operation  to 
any  of  his  colleagues ;  at  any  rate,  not  one 
syllable  could  we  elicit  in  evidence,  either 
from  Mr.  Callaway  or  from  Mr.  Key,— it 
ia  plain  that  there  was  an  end  to  the  plain- 
tiff's case.  If  Mr.  Callaway  could  throw  no 
more  light  upon  the  subject  than  Mr.  Par- 
tridge or  any  other  competent  spectator, 
still  less  could  the  testimony  of  the  other 
witnesses  called  for  the  plaintiff,  not  one  of 
whom  had  ace*  the  operation,  contribute  to 
enlighten  Hva  mind*  of  the  jury.  Mr. 
Br  anny  Coopsr  and,  for  the  avowed  pui* 
pone  of  increasing  his  chance  of  obtaining 
a  verdict,  kept  the  jury  completely  in  the 
dark  as  to  what  he  considered  a  true  state- 
ment of  the  facts  of  the  ease,  and  he  had 
literally  no  ether  akance  el  obtaining  a  ver- 
dict, than  the  merciful  presumption  on  the 
part  of  the  jury  that,  as  a  quarrel  or  mie- 
underataading  had  existed  between  him  and 
our  Reporter,  some  of  the  facta  might  not 
have  been  truly  represented. 

These  circumstances  could  not  escape  ob- 
servation and  we  know  that,  after  the  verdicf , 


had  been  obtained,}  t  was  pretty  broadly  hinted 
to  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  by  some  of  bis 
friends,  that,  in  the  absence  of  all  testimony, 
the  profession  and  the  public  would  not  be 
satisfied  with  the  defence  which  had  been 
made  for  him  by  Sir  Jambs  Scarlett,  how- 
ever able  or  disinterested,  and  that  even 
the  explanation  of  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances attending  the  operation.,  which  had 
been  volunteered  by  his  uncle,  who  was  not 
present  at  it,  however  ingenious  and  intre- 
pid, might  not  be  implicitly  reoeived  by 
practitioners  of  a  sceptical  turn  of  mind, 
especially  as  the  jury  had  been  successfully 
mystified  by  the  doetrine,  that  no  one  could 
be  a  judge  of  the  difficulties  but  the  opera- 
tor himself.  Jo  short,  whatever  inconve- 
niences might  attend  such  a  step,  it  was 
almost  the  unanimous  opinion  of  Mr. 
Bransby  Cqqpkx's  friends,  that  be  was 
bound  to  publish  hia  own  account  of  the 
operation.  It  ia  to  this  circumstance  alone, 
we  believe,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the 
appearance  of  a  report  which  would  unques- 
tionably have  furnished  us  with  sufficient 
grounds  for  a  new  trial.  If  we  have  not 
made  a  second  appeal  to  a  jury,  Mr. 
Bransby  Cooper  is  the  last  parson  in  the 
world  who  has  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  with 
our  forbearance.  Had  we  moved  for  a  new 
trial,  we  should  have  done  so  upon  public 
ground*,  and  it  is  upon  public  grounds  that 
we  have  finally  decided  against  bringing 
the  case  before  a  second  jury.  Aa  to  perso- 
nal hoatiUty  towards  Mr.  Bransxy  Cqopsb, 
if  we  had  aver  eatertained  what  it  ia  absurd 
to  impute,  and  nugatory  to  disavow,  resent- 
ment must  loag  since  have  given  place,  to  a 
very  different  feeling;  for  the  warmest 
friend  of  that  gentleman  can  scarcely  deny, 
that,  next  to  a  verdict  againat  him,  the  ob- 
taining ««  fiu  per  cat,"  on  the  supposed 
amount  of  injury  to  his  surgical  reputation, 
was  the  aevereat  humiliation  which  could 
have  befallen  a  professional  man.  We  have 
no  wish  to  bear  hardly  upon  Mr.  Bb  ansby 
Cooper  ;  j*r<*r«  mentis  is  a  principle  of 
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which  we  have  never  lost  sight  in  the  con-  j  the  infancy  of  this  Journal,  Dr.  Jam 
duct  of  this  publication,  andjfrom  which  even 
the  injudicious  attacks  of  persons  who  call 
themselves  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's  friends, 
ahull  not  provoke  us  to  swerve. 

With  respect  to  some  of  those  persons, 
however,  who  have  vainly  imagined  that  by 
representing  the  report  of  Mr.  Bransby 


Johnson  made  s  most  unprovoked  attack 
upon  us ;  in  our  infancy  we  exposed  his 
ignorance,  his  imbecility,  and  his  literary 
dishoneaty .  At  length  The  Quarterly  Jour* 
nal  gave  place  to  the  publication  of 
fortnightly  Fasciculi,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  year.   These  Fasciculi 


Cooper's  failure  as  a  fictitious  narrative,  expired  a  few  weeks  after  the  period  at 
they  could  shake  the  confidence  of  tbe  pro*  which  the  Doctor  began  to  make  a  voluntary 
fession  in  the  information  communicated  by  affidavit*  before  the  sitting  alderman,  to  con* 
this  Journal,  aad  rescue  themselves  from  vines  the  public  that  his  Journal  was  in  a 

insignificance,  we  have  not  the  same  mo-  J  thriving  condition  ;  aud  he  has  since  betaken 
Uvea  for  forbearance.  Of  these  by  far  the  himself  to  the  manufacture  of  a  monthly 
most  malignant,  and,  in  a  literarv  and  intel-  publication.  By  way  of  enabling  tbe  ene» 
lectual  point  of  view,  the  most  contemptible,  mies  of  a  Free  Medical  Press,  to  estimate 
base,  and  grovelling,  is  the  Scotch  Dub  I  the  probable  issue  of  their  impotent  attempts 
who  passes  under  the  name  of  Jamf.s  John-  I  to  dimiuish  the  circulation  and  tbe  influence 
son.  We  admit  that  in  noticing  any  of  the  of  this  Journal,  we  shall  here  present  them 
productions  of  this  despicable  writer,  we  with  the  obituary  of  our  contemporaries 
are  chargeable  with  a  watte  of  force,  some-  since  the  first  establishment  of  Ths  Law* 
what  aualagous  to  the  process  of  extermi- »  cst.  On  the  5th  of  October,  1823,  the 
natinga  caterpillar  with  a  sledge-hammer ;  |  date  of  the  commencement  of  this  pub* 
but  we  shall  not  suffer  the  ineffable  baseness, 
and  worthlessness  of  this  scribbler  to  be 
pleaded  in  bar  of  tbe  chastisement  which  even 
the  coarsest  hide  should,  from  time  to  time, 
be  made  to  feel.  The  venom  which  rankles 
in  the  breast  of  this  miserable  Aberdeen 
Dob  against  The  Lancet,  and  all  whom 
he  supposes  to  be  connected  with  Tut 
Lancet,  takes  its  origin  iu  a  species  of  in- 
j  ury  to  that  part  of  the  outward  man,  wherein 
a  hungry  Scotchman  is  nio<t  sensitive  ;  to 
wit,  his  pocket.  This  is  the  true  seat  of 
honour  iu  a  genuine  Scotch  Den,  and  if  Mi* 
be  respected,  there  is,  perhapa,  no  other  part 
of  his  person,  which  he  will  not  permit  you 
to  wound  at  discretion.  The  pocket  of  Dr. 1  years,  and  The  Medico-Chirurgical  Review 
Jamis  Johnson,  like  the  heel  of  Achilles,;  in  four  years  from  the  same  period.  The 
was  the  only  part  wh  rein  the  Dun  could  feel  j  Loudon  Medical  and  Physical  Journal 
the  stroke  of  an  enemy,  but  here  the  resem- j  exists,  and,  einco  Roderick  Macleoo  has 
blance  ceased  ;  for,  whereas  the  vulnerable  j  been  dismissed  from  the  management  of  it, 
part  of  the  hero  was  never  turned  towards  |  >«.  we  believe,  respectably  conducted.  The 
the  enemy,  the  weak  point  of  the  Scotch  j  Gazette  of  Health  has,  for  many  years,  been 
Dub  was  also  the  roost  assailable,  and  the  ■  popular  publication;  it  possesses  a  very 


lication,  the  following  Medical 
were  published  in  London  : — Ths  Medical 
Intelligencer,  The  Quarterly  Journal  of 
Foreign  Medicine,  The  Medico-Chirurgical 
Philosophical  Review,  The  Medical  Repo- 
sitory, The  London  Medical  and  Phy- 
sical Journal,  The  Medico-Chirurgical  Re- 
view,  and  The  Gazette  of  Heakh.  Of  these 
Journals,  The  Medical  Intelligencer  died 
within  three  months  after  tbe  appearance  of 
The  Lancet;  The  Medico-Chirurgical 
Philosophical  Weekly  Review  died  within 
six  months;  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  Foreign 
Medicine  died  within  two  years  from  the 
period  ;  The  Medical  Repository  in  three 


least  capable  of  resisting  opposition.    In  extensive  circulation,  and  is  the  only  medi- 
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advocated   in  The  Lancet.   Siace  the 
establishment  of  The  Lancet,  the  follow- 
ing medical  journals  hare  been  started, 
many  of  them  being  despicable  imitations 
of  this  Work,  which  we  disdained  to  no- 
tice during  their  ephemeral  existence :  The 
Scalpel,  The  Medical  Examiner,  The  Medi- 
cal Adviser,  The  Probe,  The  Dissector, 
Dr.  James  Johnstone's  Fortnightly  Fasci- 
culus, The  Oracle  of  Health,  The  Edinburgh 
Journal  of  Medical  Science,— all  of  which 
are  dead ;  The  London  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  Dr.  James  Johnstone's  Monthly 
Pamphlet,  and  Roderick  Macleod's  Weekly 
Excrescence.    The  London  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  is  a  new  enterprise,  of  the 
merits  of  which  we  can  speak  in  favourable 
terms;  Dr.  James  Johnstone's  Monthly 
Pamphlet  is  a  concern  whereof  the  sale  is 
attested  by  the  voluntary  affidavits  of  the 
manufacturer ;  and  Macleod's  Excrescence 
is  a  concern  supported  by  the  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions of  a  few  hospital  surgeons.  So 
much,  then,  for  the  rubbish  which  has  ap- 
peared and  disappeared  during  the  last  five 
years,  and  for  that  which  is  fast  disappearing. 
The  rapid  annihilation  of  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  medical  press  is  a  phenomenon,  which 
the  Bats  and  Corroptionists  explain,  by  as- 
cribing it  to  the  depraved  and  vitiated 
taste  of  the  great  body  of  the  profession ; 
another,  and,  at  least,  as  probable  a  solution, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  activity  with  which 
professional  information  has  been  commu- 
nicated in  the  pages  of  this  Journal,  and  in 
the  independence  and  impartiality  which 
have  uniformly  characterised  the  conduct  of 
The  Lancet. 


»  GUY'S  HOSPITAL .• 

"  Cote  of  Lithotomy,  which  was  the  subject  of  the 
"  Libel  in  The  Lancet. 


anatomy. 
Mr.  Warbcrton  has  given  notice  of  his 
intention  "  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  having  for  its 
object  the  better  supplying  of  our  auatomi- 
cal  schools  with  subjects  for  dissection." 
We  fear  the  time  is  not  well  chosen ;  and 
the  repeal  of  the  clause  which  consigns 
the  murderer  to  dissection,  should  certainly 
be  the  first  step. 


[Communicated  by  Bransby  B.  Cooper, 
Esq.]" 

Stephen  Pollard,  set  53*  of  a  plethoric 
habit,  but  pourtraying  want  of  constitutional 
power,  admitted  into  Job's  Ward,  Guy's 
Hospital,  March  7,.  1828.  He  states  that 
he  has  been  subject  to  a  gravelly  deposit  in 
bis  urine  for  seven  years,  and  a  twelvemonth 
after  its  first  appearance  he  was  attacked 
with  excruciating  pain  in  the  region  of  the 
right  kidney,  which  waa  constant  and  se- 
vere, and  confined  him  to  bis  bed  for  three 
months  ;  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  void- 
ed a  stone  with  his  urine,  about  the  size  of  a 
barley-corn.  Subsequent  to  this  his  health 
became  re-established,  suffering  but  a  slight 
inconvenience  from  the  sediment  in  his 
urine,  which  remained  unaltered.  In  three 
years  a  second  attack,  similar  to  the  first, 
took  place  on  the  opposite,  or  left  side ;  the 
same  symptoms  supervened,  and,  at  the  end 
of  a  fortnight,  he  voided  another  calculus, 
of  nearly  an  equal  size  with  the  first.  He 
soon  recovered  his  health,  and  the  gravelly 
sediment,  though  continuing,  has  latterly 
been  much  diminished  in  quantity.  About 
a  twelvemonth  ago,  unusual  irritation  in 
his  bladder  attracted  his  notice,  which 
rapidly  increased,  causing  a  difficulty  in 
micturition,  the  urine  suddenly  stopping, 
and  the  complete  evacuation  of  the  bladder 
inducing  intense  suffering.  At  length  he 
was  obliged  to  apply  to  a  surgeon.t  who  ad- 
vised his  coming  to  Guy's  Hospital.  Upon 
his  admission,  he  stated  that  his  journey  to 
town  from  Sussex,  in  a  cart  not  hung  on 
springs,  gave  him  great  uneasiness,  pro- 
ducing repeated  inclinations  to  void  his 
urine.  W'alking  also  increases  the  symp- 
toms. The  pain  is  most  considerable  when 
the  bladder  is  empty.  The  extremity  of 
the  prepuce  is  not  much  swollen,  neither 
has  he  ever  passed  bloody  urine.  The 
souud  being  introduced,  indicated  the  pre- 
sence of  a  hard  calculus.  His  general 
health  not  much  impaired,  but  suffering 
from  a  slight  catarrh,  from  exposure  during 
his  coming  to  London. 

The  operation  was  performed  on  Tues- 
day, the  18th  of  March.   The  sound  being 

*  This  report  is  taken  verbatim  from  the 
thing  belonging  to  the  Yellow  Goth. 
The  variations  in  the  type,  are,  however, 
our  own.— Kd.  L. 

t  Mr.  Hodgson,  of  Lewes,  has  authorised 
us  to  say,  that  he  did  not  recommend  the 
man  to  go  to  Guy's  Hospital.— En.  L. 
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introduced,  the  calculus  waa  felt  with  diffi- 
culty; and  then  only  while  withdrawing 
the  instrument.  The  narrowness  of  the 
perineum  (!)  excited  attention.  The  straight 
staff  being  introduced,  the  external  incision 
was  purposely  extended  beyond  the  usual 
length,  to  compensate  for  the  natural  de- 
formity (!  !J  The  groove  of  the  staff  was  cut 
into,  and  the  knife  readily  passed  into  the 
bladder,  as  indicated  by  the  flow  of  a  small 
quantity  of  urine.  On  passing  my  finger 
into  the  wound,  the  extent  of  the  section  of 
the  prostate  could  not  be  ascertained,  in 
consequence  of  the  depth  of  the  perineum  •  and 
upon  introducing  the  forceps,  the  stone  could 
not  be  felt:  1  was,  therefore,  induced  to 
enlarge  the  opening  by  means  of  Sir 
Astley  Cooper's  beaked  knife.  I  then 
withdrew  the  straight  staff,  passed  a  curved 
one  into  the  bladder,  and  detected  the  stone  in 
the  concavity  of  the  curve,  and  to  secure  the 
passage  into  the  bladder,  passed  the  cvttino 
gorget,  (which  was  necessarily  furnished 
with  a  beak,)  and  used  this  as  a  guide  to  the 
introduction  of  the  forceps ;  but  still, 
though  the  forceps  passed  readily  into  the  J 
bladder,  as  was  experienced  by  Mr.  Callaway 
as  well  as  myself,  the  stone  eluded  detection. 
A  female  staff  was  then  passed  into  the 
wound,  but  could  not  be  brought  in  contact 
with  the  stone.  A  male  sound  was  next  in- 
troduced through  the  incision  into  the  blad- 
der, and  with  some  difficulty  indicated  the 
stone  above  the  prostate,  and  consequently 
behind  the  pubes  ;  and  at  length  the  blades 
of  the  forceps  (the  handles  being  directed 
downicards  and  backwards)  were  brought  in 
contact  with  the  calculus,  which  immediately 
on  bein;  felt,  was  extracted  without  any 
force ;  although,  from  the  circumstances 
above  detailed,  the  operation  had  unavoid- 
ably been  tedious.  When  he  was  replaced 
in  bed,  he  felt  depressed  and  exhausted  ; 
forty  drops  of  laudanum  were  given,  which 
produced  slight  composure,  but  no  sleep. 

5  o'clock. — Complains  of  very  acute  pain 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  especially 
in  the  left  iliac  region  ;  this  increases 
on  pressure.  No  tension  of  the  abdomen 
is  discernible.  Apply  thirty  leeches  and 
hot  fomentations. 

10  o'clock.— The  pulse  has  increased  in 
number  to  116,  and  is  tremulous.  The  pain 
of  the  abdomen  unrelieved  by  the  leeches. 
The  breathing  is  hurried,  and  the  skin  be- 
dewed with  a  clammy  perspiration.  The 
countenance  is  natural.  Answers  questions 
with  great  composure. 

Ordered  Ilyd.  Sub.  gr.  iij. ;  Est.  Opii  gr.  ij. 
M.  To  be  taken  directly.  A  large 
emollient  poultice  t  i  cover  the  whole  of 
the  abdomen. 

March  19,  1  o'clock,  a.m. — Has  not  had 
any  sleep.    The  tenderness  of  the  abdomen 


undiminished ;  pulso  120,  small,  with  a  degree 
of  hardness.  For  the  last  half  hour  has  had 
nausea,  and  inefficient  efforts  to  vomit,  which 
greatly  distress  him,  by  increasing  the  pain. 
Repeat  the  Cal.  and  Op. 

5  o'clock. — The  pain  in  the  abdomen  it 
increased;  the  pulse  130,  small  and  hard; 
respiration  difficult ;  nausea  unabated* 
V.  S.  ad  Jx. 

This  relieved  the  urgency  of  his  symp* 
toms,  but  wss  followed  with  depression. 

Ordered  Hyd.  Sub.  gr. iij. ;  Opii  Ext.  gr.  j. 
stat.   Continue  the  cataplasms. 

10  o'clock. — The  pain  in  the  abdomen  con- 
tinues ;  pulse  as  quick  as  in  last  report ; 
tongue  covered  with  a  white  fur,  but  moist ; 
nnusea  still  present,  even  rather  more  ur- 
gent. A  sinapism  ordered  to  be  applied  to 
the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  thirty  leeches  to 
the  abdomen.  These  gave  immediate  relief, 
to  such  sn  extent  as  to  enable  him  to  sleep. 

1  o'clock,  p.m.— Pulse  156,  and  irregular 
as  to  power,  but  constant  in  number.  The 
anxiety  of  countenance  indicates  a  fatal 
depression,  and  baa  a  peculiar  yellow  hue, 
the  lips  being  pale.  The  nausea  has  re- 
turned, and  the  pain  of  the  abdomen  is  only 
complained  of  during  the  spasm.  The  re- 
spiration is  short,  hurried,  and  attended  with 
pain. 

Amman.  Carb.  gr.  iv. 
Tr.  Opii.  gtt.  xxiv. 

Infus,  Serpent.  Jiss.   F.  Haust.  to  be 
taken  directly. 

After  having  taken  this  draught  he  slept 
two  hours,  when  the  respiration  was  26  in  a 
minute.  He  awoke  in  an  alarming  state 
of  depression,  the  countenance  anxious  and 
pallid  ;  he  reluctantly  answered  questions, 
but8aid  he  was  entirely  free  from  pain.  He 
took  a  small  quantity  of  brandy  and  water 
with  the  julep  of  ammonia,  but  continued 
gradually  sinking  until  half-past  seven,  when 
he  died. 

It  msv  be  worthy  remark,  that  this  pa- 
tient feit  amvinced  in  his  own  mind  that  the 
operation  would  prove  fatal;9  and  so  strong 
was  this  impression,  that  he  persuaded  two 
patients  in  the  some  ward  to  show  him  the 
burial  ground  of  the  hos>pital.+  He  visited 
this,  and  expressed  his  conviction  that  it 
would  be  his  resting-place. 

Examination  of  Body  60  four*  after  Death. 

(From  the  Notes  cf  Dr.  Hodgkin.) — The  pe- 
ritoneum, at  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen, 
as  well  as  that  portion  which  lines  the 
parietes,  and  that  covering  the  intestines, 

•  The  poor  fellow  was  evidently  a  man  of 
discernment,  and  merited  a  better  fate. — 
Kd.  L. 

f  A  very  rational  step,  all  things  con- 
sidered.—En.  L. 
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peritoneal  inflammation  and  in  the  exten- 
sively lacerable  atato  of  the  cellular  mem- 
brane behind  the  peritoneum :  similar  re' 
suits  have,  I  believe,  invariably  been  found 
by  Mr.  C.  A.  Key  in  this  country,  and  by 
my  friend,  Harvey  de  Chegoin,  in  Paris. 

The  peculiar  derangement  of  the  kidney 
observed  in  this  case,  was  likewise  met  with 
in  a  patient  of  Mr.  C.  A.  Key's,  who  died 
after  an  operation  for  the  stone,  and  has 
[  likewise  been  found  in  others  who  have  sunk 
after  the  operation  O IV— accident.' ' 
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was  minutely  injected.  lu  the  setuu  there 
was  aome  awv-SANGViNBODs  effusion*  very 
slightly  puriform,  and  unmixed  with  lymph, 
or  flocculi.  Behind  the  peritoneum,  in  the 
postbrior  part  of  the  irvt  iliac  kboion, 
there  was  some  bcchymosis.  The  cellular 
membrane  behind  the  peritoneum  hi  the  pelvis, 
was  extremely  lacerable,  readily  breaking 
down  under  the  linger,  and  scarcely  requir- 
ir/g  the  uae  of  the  knife  for  the  removal, 
except  under  the  ptibes.  There  was  a /rw 
division  of  the  prostate,  and  a  clean  cut  into 
the  bladder,  the  mucous  membrane  of 
which  was  generally  healthy.  Immediately 
behind  the  meatus  urinarius  there  was  a 
small  tongue-shaped  body,  which,  on  the 
opening  of  the  bladder,  and  when  obscured 
by  coagula,  was  considered  to  be  the  third 
lobe  of  the  prostate  ;  but  a  more  careful 
examination  proved  it  to  be  a  small  flap, 
composed  of  a  portion  of  bladder  and  pios- 
tate,  and  which  had  been  formed  by  ano- 
ther incision  communicating  with  the  first, 
about  an  inch  in  length,  and  a  third  of  an 
inch  behind  the  opening  of  the  meatus. 
There  were  a  few  spots  of  the  ecchymosis,  and 
abrasion  comprehended  in  a  space  of  about 
the  size  of  a  shilling  around  the  orifice 
oT  the  meatus.  The  edges  of  the  incuion, 
front  the  external  opening  to  the  bladder,  were 
ragged,  and  intermixed  with  adherent 
coagula  of  blood,  a  state  which  was  unavoid- 
ably produced  by  the  repeated  introduction 
of  the  forceps  and  other  instruments  which 
were  bad  recourse  to  in  the  attempt  to  re- 
movie  the  atone. 

In  the  vreptratim  a  passage  exists  at 
the  side  of  the  bladder:  this  was  not 
noticed  by  Dr.  Hodgkintill  after*  it  bad  been 
in  die  hands  of  the  reporter  of  The  Lan- 
cet ;  and  from  the  extremely  lacerable  state 
of  the  part,  it  might  easily  have  been 
formed  after  its  removal  from  tlte  body. 
That  it  waa  either  formed  then,  or  in  the 
act  of  removing  them, .is  an  idea  which  the 
absence  of  coagula  tends  strongly  to  con- 
firm. 

Besides  the  injection  of  the  peritoneal 
coat  of  the  small  intestines,  the  internal 
membrane  was  of  a  diffused  red.  The  rectum 
was  perfectly  sound  and  healthy,  with  the 
exception  of  a  very  slight  appearance  of  piles. 
The  kidneys  were  of  moderate  sise,  soft  and 
flabby,  and  in  an  advanced  stage  of  the  light 
mottling  deposit  described  by  Dr.  Wright. 

This  case  resembles  all  those  of  unsuc- 
cessful lithotomy  which  I  have  myself  had 
an  opportunity  of  examining,  both  in  the 


*  Q.  Are  you  certain  that  opening  did  not 
exist  before  you  showed  the  parts  to  Mr. 
Lambert  ? 

A.  I  have  stated  I  DID  NOT  SEE  IT 
untilhe  showed  it  to  me.—H«dgkin'sEmden<e. 


THE  MEDLEY  ORATION 

February  Uth,  1829.  *'r'r. 

"  Did  you  hear  the  Hunterian  Oration  a« 
the  College  yesterday  ?"  "  No,  it  escaped 
my  recollection."  "  1  am  very  glad  of  it." 
"  Why  glad?  what  sort  of  an  oration  was 
it?"  •*  Oh,  a  precious  jumble."  «'  Well, 
but  what  was  it  about?  "  *■*  I  can  hardly 
tell  you,  it  waa  a  philosophical  medley;  there 
was  a  little  of  all  the  sciences  ;  a  mixture  of 
mathematics,  natural  philosophy,  astrono- 
my, and  all  that  sort  of  thing ;  in  truth,  a 
little  of  every  thing  but  the  right.  I  was 
very  sorry  for  the  Orator.  1  like  Vincent 
very  well,  but  he  shows  to  great  disad van* 
teue  in  an  oration."  «  Ha  r  ha  !  and  how 
did  he  deliver  it."  "  Worse  still ;  it  was  . 
shockingly  done.  He  looked  like  a  man  \ 
going  to  be  executed.  He  never  lifted  hia  ^ 
eyea  from  the  paper :  they  brought  him  a  ~ 
glass  of  water,  but  he  couldn't  see  it.  I 
declare  his  fright  astonished  me ;  I  don't 
think  they'll  get  him  there  again  in  a  hurry. 
1  went  expecting  that  the  oration  would  be 
no  great  shakes,  but  even  with  this  prepara- 
tion I  was  disappointed." 

If  we  were  to  insert  every  syllable  of  the 
Oration,  our  readers  would  not  be  better 
informed  of  its  contents  than  they  will  be 
after  reading  the  above  conversation,  which 
passed  amongst  a  knot  of  medical  gentle* 
men  the  day  after  its  delivery.  We  spare 
them,  therefore,  the  infliction  of  perus- 
ing a  paper  which  contained  not  a  new 
thought  either  on  the  subject  of  John  Hun- 
ter, his  stupendous  museum,  or  bis  invaluable 
discoveries.  Air.  Vincent  considered  John 
Hunter  to  stand  very  high  in  the  scale  of 
scientific  men,  and  there  he  left  him,  to  dis- 
course- about  Newton  and  Bacon,  mind  and 
intellect,  senses  and  faculties,  in  a  strain 
which  would  as  well  have  commemorated 
Benjamin  West,  or  Mynheer  Van  Dunck, 
as  John  Hunter. 

From  the  very  imperfect  manner  in  which 
Mr.  Vincent  read  his  paper,  we  have  only 
to  express  our  regret,  that  be  did  not  bire 
the  writer  of  it  to  perform  that  duty, 
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DISEASE  OF  THE  HEAD. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Saturday,  Rbruary  14,  1820? 

Mr.  C.vsar  Hawkins  in  the  Chair. 

DECI  l'TIVE  DISEASE  OF  THE  HEAD.— TRBA* 
surer's  ACCOUNTS. 

The  Minutes  baring  been  read,  the  Chair- 
mon  stated,  that  the  promised  communica- 
tion of  Dr.  Gregory  on  buffy  blood.was  still 
delayed  in  consequence  of  Dr.  Gregory's 
absence  in  the  country.  After  a  consider- 
able silence, 

Mr.  Arnott  called  on  Mr.  North  to  fa- 
Your  the  Society  with  the  particulars  of  a 
case  which  hod  lately  been  attended  by  Mr. 
North  and  himself,  which 

Mr.  Non-rii  stated  was  a  peculiar  example 
of  the  insidious  manner  iu  which  disease 


of  the  noise  occasioned  by  the  entrant*  of 
chairs  for  late  member*  ;  this  created  at  least 
twioe  the  disturbance  it  need  htn 
By  th«  time  it  had  ceased, 

Mr.  A  a  wot*  had  taken  up  the  case, 
whose  statements,  and  the  discussion,  we 
believe  all  the  additional  particulars  will  be 
elicited.  The  patient,  Mr.  Arnott  said,  waa 
aged  nineteen.  The  body  was  very  little 
emaciated  by  the  disease,  but  the  yellow 
tinge,  which  he  considered  a  peculiar  fea- 
ture  of  the  case,  was  distinctly  marked 
throughout  the  whole  frame.  On  examin- 
ing the  head,  no  disease  was  discoverable, 
no  inflammation  of  the  integuments }  there 
wns  nothing  but  a  lancet  wound,  the  effect 
of  the  incision.  However,  on  taking  down 
the  scalp  over  the  root  of  the  note,  after 
death,  the  pericrnnium  exhibited  more  de* 
cided  marks  ;  and,  on  sawing  through  the 
skull,  a  quantity  of  matter  issued  from  the 
dura  mater,  and,  on  the  opposite  side,  was 


sometimes  made  its  attacks.    He  was,  some  a  large  portion  of  the  dura  mater  in  an  ol 


time  since,  called  to  see  a  lady  who  labour- 
ed under  symptoms  of  catarrh  ;  frequent 
sneexing.  discharge  from  the  nose,  cough, 
and  headach.  There  were  no  dangerous 
symptoms  in  the  case,  and  being,  therefore, 
under  no  apprehension,  he  treated  it  as  the 
disease  which  it  appeared  to  be,  giving 
purgatives,  and  other  usual  medicines.  The 
pain  in  the  head,  however,  gradually  in- 
creased, and  on  the  third  or  fourth  da}'  from 
his  first  visit,  the  patient  referred  her  chief 
suffering  to  the  situation  of  the  root  of  the 
nose.  The  forehead  and  right  eye  were 
tumefied,  and,  on  placing  his  linger  over 
the  seat  of  pain,  he  suspected  there  was 
matter  forming.  This  afterwards  turned  out 
to  be  the  fact.  Mr.  Guthrie  was  colled  in, 
and  an  incision  made  in  the  forehead  ;  four 
ounces  of  matter  were  discharged,  and  the 
patient  was  relieved.  No  danger  of  any 
kind  was  now,  or  had  been  before,  appre- 
hended ;  there  had  not  appeared  the  slight- 
est cause  for  it ;  he  was  in  doubt,  however, 
What  was  the  nature  of  the  disease,  and  so 
he  continued.  In  two  or  three  days  after, 
the  symptoms  considerably  increased  ;  the 
pulse  became  rapid,  the  countenance  anx- 
ious, the  peneral  disturbance  considerable, 
nml,  in  eight  or  nine  days  more,  the  appear- 
ances became  altogether  extremely  obscure. 
Dr.  Macleod  now  saw  the  patient,  but  he 
could  not  determine  the  disease.  Dr.  Le- 
vison  was  then  called  in  ;  tlto  pain  in  the 
head  increased  alarmingly,  but  was  not  con- 
stant. In  ten  days  the  right  side  became 
paralyzed,  and  the  patient  lost  the  power 
of  mentioning  particular  words  ;  the  whole 
body  assumed  a  yellow  cast ;  this  was  not 
jaundice,  and  there  were  no  symptoms  of 
coma.  In  fourteen  days  the  lady  died — 
here  we  lost  the  whole  ot  several  ten  fences 


oersted  state.  (A  preparation  and  a  drawing 
of  the  parts  were  here  exhibited.)  On  pro* 
seen  ting  the  examination,  the  arachnoid 
was  found  much  thickened,  and  there  was" 
a  copiouSjdeposition  of  matter  pressing  upon 
the  brain.  On  examining  the  longitudinal 
sinus,  that  part  opposite  to  the  uloer  bad  its 
coats  also  much  thickened,  and  the  internal 
surface  was  lined  with  an  effusion  of  lymph. 
The  brain  throughout  was  healthy.  The 
case  had  impressed  him  (Mr.  Arnott) 
strongly,  as  one  of  those  in  which  the  real 
disease  was  totally  undiscovernble  by  ex- 
ternal appearances ;  the  mo&t  obscure  point 
was,  be  thought,  the  cause  of  the  yellow 
colour,  which  pervaded  the  whole  body ;  it 
arose,  perhaps,  from  a  diseased  state  of  the 
blood,  or  the  biliary  system,  but  he  had  ex* 
amined  the  liver,  and  there  .was  no  apparent 
derangemeut,  nor  any  unusual  quantity  of 
bile  present.  On  a  question  01  to  the  ex- 
act situation  of  the  matter, 

Mr.  North  stated,  that  the  dura  mater  was 
separated  from  the  bone,  and  the  matter 
was  effused  over  the  whole  anterior  surface 
between  them.  He  had  thought,  at  first, 
that  this  case  was  one  of  rare  occurrence  j 
but  on  referring  to  the  elaborate  work  of 
Dr.  Abercrombie,  he  bail  discovered  one  or 
two  others  very  similar  to  it.  The  absence 
of  coma  was  singular,  where  so  much  mat- 
ter, (aud  there  was  a  considerable  quantity,) 
had  been  pressing  on  the  brain.  It  satisfied 
him,  that  pressure  on  the  brain  might  exist 
without  producing  coma.  If  the  present 
patient  had  been  found  comatose,  it  would 
have  been  immediately  ascribed  to  the  pres- 
sure which  arose  from  the  effusion;  it 
proved  that  we  had  yet  to  learn  what  wna 
that  peculiar  condition  of  the  brain  which 
gave  lise  to  the  existence  of  coma. 


which  fell  from  the  speaker,  in  consequence     Dr.  Lby  said,  that  much  matter  might 
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press  upon  the  brain,  without  injuring  the 
intellectual  faculties,  and  mentioned  some 


cases,  one  of  puerperal  fever,  in  support  of 
his  statement.  In  Mr.  North's  case,  tlie 
pressure  had  been  on  the  anterior  of  the 
brain ;  but  if  the  same  pressure  had  existed 
on  the  base  of  the  brain,  very  different  ef- 
fects upon  the  intellects  would  have  occurred. 
He  was  one  of  the  late  members,  and  had 
not  heard  the  whole  of  the  case,  but  he 
wished  to  know  more  particularly  the  part 
upon  which  the  matter  hod  pressed. 

Mr.  North  said,  it  was  distributed  over 
the  whole  surface ;  (here  was  another  great 
noise  from  the  chairs ;)  there  was  hardly  a 
single  part  of  the  anterior  portion  of  the 
brain  not  covered  with  a  layer  of  pus. 

A  Mbmbbk  inquired,  in  what  way  the 
series  of  symptoms  was  produced,  and  where 
was  the  origin  of  the  inflammation.  He  un- 
derstood, that  it  had  appeared  first  in  the 
integuments  of  the  forehead,  then  went  to 
the  pericranium,  thence  to  the  dura  mater, 
and  that  ulceration  was  an  ulterior  effect. 
Great  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  layer  of 
matter  which  had  been  found  on  the  longi- 
tudinal sinuses.  Was  that  the  primary  or 
the  last  link  in  the  chain  4>f  events.  He 
(the  Member)  thought  it  was  the  last,  and 
that  there  was  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
inflammation  began  within,  but  that  it  pro- 
ceeded from  the  external  to  the  internal 
parts.  There  need  have  been  no  wonder, 
then,  at  the  absence  of  stronger  symptoms  ; 
none  were  to  be  expected.  The  disease, 
too,  was  not  of  a  nature  to  produce  com  . 
Whenever  the  effusion  of  matter  on  the 
brain  was  gradual,  very  prominent  or  marked 
symptoms  were  never  produced. 

Mr.  Hunt  thought  the  effect  of  a  sudden 
effusion  on  the  brain  would  produce  local 
pressure. 

Dr.  Ley  considered,  that  a  secretion  of 
fluid  upon  the  brain  acted  on  all  parts  of  it 
alike,  as  pressure  would  act  upon  a  bulb  of 
water ;  not  on  one  part,  but  throughout  the 
whole  mass. 

Roderick  Macleod  thought,  that  some 
of  the  observations  of  the  member,  who  spoke 
before  Mr.  Hunt,  were  very  unfortunate,  and 
that  Mr.  Arnott  and  Mr.  North  had  over- 
looked some  of  the  points  necessary  to  a  full 
elucidation  of  the  case.  He  considered  the 
disease  originated  in  the  frontal  sinuses,  and 
for  that  reason  the  sneezing  had  not  been 
eured.  Those  which  were  taken  to  be  ca- 
tarrhal symptoms,  had  preceded  the  external 
tumefaction.  There  was  an  absence,  too,  of 
all  constitutional  disturbance.  The  father 
of  the  lady  had  stated,  that  she  had  been 
affected  with  sneezing  a  long  time  previous, 
unaccompanied  with  any  other  catarrhal 
symptom*.  The  effusion  was  not  sufficient 
to  produce  coma ;  it  was  merely  distributed 
over  the  left  hemisphere.   He  considered 


there  was  not  pressure,  but  a  mere  change 
of  contents  in  the  cranium,  which  change 
was  not  of  a  nature  to  produce  pressure. 
Coma  and  paralysis  were  not  necessarily 
connected. 

Dr.  Copland  thought  the  disease  had 
arisen  from  an  absorption  of  purulent  mat- 
ter from  the  ulcerated  surface.  He  had  often 
noticed  the  yellow  tinge  after  ulcerations. 
Had  not  the  patient  been  carried  off  by  ir- 
ritative fever  1 

Mr.  Nortu  said  the  patient  often  laboured 
under  irritation,  but  there  was  no  continued 
fever. 

Dr.  Lev.  Was  the  discharge  from  the 
nostrils  offensive  ?  If  so,  he  could  easily 
understand  how  the  disease  had  extended 
inwardly.  Discharge  from  the  ear  often 
preceded  comatose  symptoms.  The  sneez- 
ing did  not  prove  that  the  disease  was  in  the 
frontal  sinuses. 

Mr.  North  said,  the  discharge  from  the 
nose  was  not  offensive. 

A  Member,  whose  name  we  could  not 
learn,  thought  that  throughout  the  whole 
detail,  the  treatment  had  been  too  much 
lost  sight  of ;  the  pathological  condition  of 
the  brain  alone,  seemed  to  have  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  speakers. 

Mr.  North  replied,  that  as  the  nature  of 
the  disease  had  not  been  discovered  until 
after  death,  he  had  not  thought  it  of  conse- 
quence to  say  much  on  the  subject  of  the 
treatment,  which  was  not  of  a  very  active 
kind ;  he  stated  this  very  candidly,  and 
thought  it  was  no  disgrace  to  the  gentlemen 
attending  the  case.  If  they  could  have 
looked  into  the  lady's  head  before  death, 
more  active  treatment  might  have  been  re- 
sorted  to. 

About  half  past  nine,  the  treasurer  varied 
the  debate,  by  handing  in  a  statement  of  his 
yearly  account,  which  was  received  as  very 
satisfactory.  He  stated,  that  there  was  a 
balance  in  hand  of  125/.  of  funded  property, 
in  the  4  per  cents.  The  discussion  then 
went  on  again.  The  chief  points  of  the 
case  were  ably  summed  up  by  Dr.  Granville, 
who  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  dis- 
ease originated  internally.  Not  the  slight- 
est hlniue  could  be  attached  to  the  medical 
attendants. 

Mr.  Arnott,  in  conclusion,  with  refe- 
rence to  the  yellow  colour  of  the  skin,  said, 
that  in  all  cases  he  had  ever  seen  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  veins,  a  yellow  tinge  had  ap- 
peared, and  that  the  result  was  invariably 
iatni. 

The  Secretary  referred  to  several  cases 
which  bad  occurred  in  St.  George's  Hospi- 
I  tal,  in  proof,  that  whenever  a  yellow  or 
|  lurid  state  of  the  skin  had  occurred,  the 
veins  and  arteries  themselves  were  always 
healthy. 
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LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Monday,  February  16*, 1829. 

Dr.  Suearman  in  the  Chair. 

KFFICACV  OF  THE  ERGOT  OF  RYE.  AL- 
LEGED 1'A  RTI A  I. ITT  OV  THE  RFGISTRAR. 
 CASE  OF  MONSTROSITY. —  MORBID  SPE- 
CIMENS. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Brown  related  the  particulars  of 
n  case  showing,  to  bis  mind,  the  efficient 
quality  of  the  ergot  of  rye.  The  lady  had 
been  delivered  a  few  days  previously  of  her 
tenth  child.  In  the  course  of  the  nine  for- 
mer births,  she  had  been  subject  to  the  most 
alarming  ha  raorrbage,  and  after  her  ninth 
delivery,  was  under  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing the  operation  of  transfusion  performed 
by  Air.  Waller,  and,  in  consequence  of 
which  alone,  it  was  supposed,  her  life  had 
been  preserved.  As  she  proceeded  in  her 
last  pregnancy,  she  had  an  impression  that 
she  should  not  survive  the  birth  of  the  child. 
Recollecting  the  danger  that  had  attended 
all  her  former  labours,  Mr.  Brown  bad  con- 
sulted Dr.  Blundell,  and  it  was  agreed,  that 
a  preparation  of  the  ergot  of  rye  should  be 
in  readiness  to  exhibit,  should  the  circum- 
stances require  it.  Mr.  Brown  was  called 
to  her  at  nine  in  the  morning ;  he  then 
found  that  labour  bad  begun,  that  the  soft 

fmrts  were  dilatable,  and  that  labour  was 
ikely  to  be  terminated  very  speedily,  should 
there  be  a  sufficiency  of  uterine  action,  but 
which  turned  out  to  be  wholly  ineffective, 
without  the  assistance  of  the  ergot  of  rye. 
The  patient  having  remained  pretty  much 
in  the  same  condition  till  about  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  with  the  exception  of  her 
pains  having  rather  flagged  in  energy,  n 
table  spoonful  of  the  decoction,  and  twenty 
drops  of  the  tincture  were  administered. 
Twelve  minutes  afterwards  a  pain  came  on, 
gradual  at  lirst,  increasing  in  force,  and  of  a 
duration  and  degree  which  surpassed  any 
thiti'_c  lie  had  ever  seen,  ami  hv  which  a  very 
large  child  was  immediately  expelled,  ln- 
staully  the  desirable  contracted  state  of  the 
uterus  was  perceptible  ;  and  there  was  a 
state  of  pulse  and  capillary  condition, 
which  had  not  been  experienced  during  any 
former  labour.  In  twenty  minutes  after- 
wards the  dose  was  repeated,  by  which  the 
placenta  was  expelled,  and  the  uterus  re- 
mained contracted.  A  third  portion  wa* 
repeated  in  another  twenty  minutes, 
which  secured  the  patient  free  from  hae- 
morrhage, and   the  utcrusj  in  a  perma- 


nently contracted  state.  The  fore©  with 
which  the  child  was  expelled  in  this  in- 
stance, after  the  ergot  had  been  exhibited, 
impressed  his  mind,  that  no  mechanical  ob- 
struction ought  to  exist  in  cases  where  the 
ergot  was  exhibited,  and  that  the  greatest 
caution  ought  to  be  exercised,  to  ascertain 
that  the  soft  parts  were  in  a  proper  condi- 
tion for  the  delivery. 

A  Member  wished  to  know,  why  Mr. 
Brown  hod  continued  to  exhibit  the  ergot 
after  the  first  dose  bad  been  so  effectual, 
and  whether  there  was  any  subsequent  in- 
flammation of  the  abdomen  or  uterus  ? 

Mr.  Brown  observed,  that  no  inflamma- 
tory consequences  had  resulted,  and  that  he 
had  continued  the  use  of  the  ergot  for  the 
purpose,  if  possible,  of  perfectly  securing 
the  patient  against  flooding. 

Mr.  Waller  remembered  the  patient, 
from  his  having  performed  upon  her  the  ope- 
ration of  transfusion  ;  and,  had  he  been  pre- 
sent  on  this  latter  occasion,  he  should  have 
agreed  in  the  propriety  of  exhibiting  all  the 
ergot  that  Mr.  Brown  had  stated  he  had 
given,  because  he  should  have  been  appre- 
hensive of  relaxation,  the  patient  being  of 
a  flabby  habit,  and  a  constitution  to  warrant 
the  apprehension. 

Dr.  Walshm an  remembered  having  had 
one  or  two  cases  of  a  very  similar  descrip- 
tion. In  those  cases,  the  hemorrhage  was 
of  an  alarming  nature,  and  the  pulse  had  at 
times  entirely  disappeared,  in  both  the 
cases,  the  pulso  was  raised  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  opium,  and  recovery  followed. 


Mr.  Peirse,  as  a  member  of  the  Society, 
considered  that  he  had  a  right  to  complain 
of  the  Registrar,  as  to  the  mode  in  which 
he  bad  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  minutes 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society.  On  the 
night  on  which  the  Society  had  last  met, 
the  Registrar  read  two  papers  communi- 
cated by  a  member.  Mr.  Shearly  had  made 
some  observations  on  those  papers,  and 
upon  what  Mr.  Shearly  had  said,  he  (Mr. 
Peirse)  had  delivered  his  opinion  ;  but, 
notwithstanding  the  Registrar  had  seemed 
to  make  a  very  full  report  of  what  had 
transpired  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  not 
a  syllable  of  notice  had  been  taken  of  what 
had  fallen  from  him.  It  might  be,  in  the 
infinite  wisdom  of  the  Registrar,  thought 
ri;;ht,  that  the  remark  that  he  (Mr.  I'eirse) 
made  in  the  Society,  ought  not  to  be  re- 
garded us  well  as  the  observations  of  other 
members  ;  but  he  knew  of  no  principle  war- 
ranting such  a  course  of  proceeding. 

The  President  begged  to  inform  Mr. 
Peirse,  that  if  the  re  was  any  suspicion  of 
partiality  on  the  part  of  the  Registrar,  the 
complaint  ought  to  be  made  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Peirse  bowed  to  the  Chair,  observ- 
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ing,  that  he  did  charge  the  Registrar  with 
partiality,  aud  tliat  he  could  relate  a  series 
of  oases  which  would  hear  him  out  in  hit 
declarations. 
The  Registrar  denied  anj  partiality* 
The  President  again  iutimated,  that  the 
complaint  could  only  be  made,  and  the  sub* 
ject  discussed,  before  the  Council. 


Mr.  Sn early  exhibited  on  instance  of 
monstrosity  which  he  obtained  from  St 
Saviour's  Workhouse.  The  case  was  that  of 
twins ;  both  children  were  born  alive ;  the 
one  he  exhibited  had  lived  from  half  past 
ten  in  the  morning  to  seven  in  the  evening, 
and,  in  the  course  of  that  time,  had  per- 
formed the  act  of  deglutition  several  times. 
It  exhibited  a  double  harelip,  no  nostrils, 
hernia  Cerebri,  a  deficiency  of  the  frontal 
bone,  and  the  stumps  of  some  of  the  lingers 
of  the  right  hand,  as  if  amputation  of  parts 
of  them  had  been  performed,  and  the  wound 
neatly  healed  up.  The  other  child  was  not 
well,  and  was  likely  to  die  soon. 


Dr.  Ha  ma  doe  produced  to  the  Society  spe- 
cimens of  a  morbid  larynx  and  an  oesophagus. 
He  took  also  the  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  surprise  at  having  heard  it  stated,  that 
in  one  of  the  cases  related  on  the  former 
evening,  and  which  had  already-  been  al- 
luded to,  there  was  no  fever  present.  Since 
then  he  had  been  assured,  and  the  assur- 
ance came  from  a  relation  of  the  patient's, 
that  the  patient  had  had  a  violent  affection 
of  the  brain,  accompanied  with  fever,  for  at 
least  four  days  after  his  attack  of  illness. 
This  fever  pTobably  had  subsided  before  the 
author  of  the  case  was  called  in,  otherwise 
such  a  misstatement  would  probably  not 
have  been  made. 

The  President  suggested,  that  this  state- 
ment ought  to  have  been  made  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  author. 

Dr.  Ramadge  merely  wished  to  remove 
the  impression,  that  no  fever  had  existed. 

In  some  remarks  on  Mr.  Brown's  case, 
Dr.  Ryan  said,  that  the  practitioner  should 
always  procure  the  ergot  of  rye  in  its  natu- 
ral state,  as  no  dependence  could  be  placed 
ou  the  different  tortus  kept  in  the  shops, 
as  they  were  invariably  adulterated.  The 
ergot  of  rye  should  he  kept  in  its  natural 
granular  state,  in  closely  stopped  bottles, 
and  would  retain  its  extraordinary  powers 
for  many  years.  If  exposed  to  the  air,  it 
would,  after  some  time,  become  a  brown 
powder,  and  be  perfectly  useless. 


GLASGOW  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 

Cathkriwe  Adair,  aged  32,  a  woman  of 

a  weak  and  delicate  constitution,  was  ad- 
mitted by  Dr.  Brown,  on  the  25th  of  Octo- 
ber, with  rupia.  The  disease,  in  some 
places,  was  simple  ;  but,  in  others,  assumed 
a  prominent  character,  and  was  spread 
over  the  arms,  fore-arms,  face,  thighs,  and 
legs.  Some  of  the  scabs  were  elevated 
above  the  surrounding  skin  two  or  three 
lines ;  still  rather  flat,  and  of  a  greenish 
colour.  When  these  fall  off,  they  leave 
behind  a  deep  excavated  sore,  which  the 
patient  described  as  exceedingly  painful. 
She  described  the  disease  as  beginning  in 
the  form  of  small  vesicles,  followed  by  the 
formation  of  scabs.  There  was,  likewise,  an 
eruption  of  scabies  scattered  over  the  hands 
and  fore-arm  ;  her  health  and  appetite  were 
tolerably  good,  her  tongue  was  also  dean, 
bowels  open,  and  pulse  100,  but  small. 

The  eruption  appeared  about  five  months 
previous  to  her  admission,  and  waa  preceded 
by  a  smart  attack  of  fever  of  three  days' 
duration.  She  had  taken  bark,  and  also  a 
solution  of  the  muriate  of  mercury,  in 
whiskey,  which  had  not,  however,  affected 
her  mouth.  She  complained  of  sometimes 
feeling  feverish  during  the  night.  She  waa 
ordered  half  an  ounce  of  castor  oil. 

26.  Has  bad  several  stools,  but  still  com- 
plained of  occasional  chills  and  flushes  j  and 
us  ber  pulse  was  106,  and  throbbing,  eight 
ounces  of  blood  were  ordered  to  be  taken 
from  the  arm.  She  was  directed  to  take  six 
ounces  of  the  compound  decoction  of  sarsa- 
parilla  three  times  daily,  adding  to  each  dose 
twenty  minims  of  the  solution  of  the  muri- 
ate of  mercury. 

30.  Complained  of  sleeping  ill  during  the 
night,  and  her  bowels  were  regular.  She 
was  ordered  to  continue  her  medicine,  in- 
creasing the  dose  of  the  solution  of  mercury 
to  twenty- five  minims,  and  to  take  an 
niioilvne  draught  at  bed-time. 

Nov.  2.  The  patient  now  came  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  Millar,  who  was  appointed 
the  senior  physician  in  the  place  of  Dr. 
Brown,  who  had  resigned.  The  treatment 
adopted  by  his  predecessor  was  continued. 

18.  There  was  no  change  iu  the  patient 
for  the  better,  but  still  there  had  been  uo 
further  eruption.    Several  of  the  ulcers 
looked  cleao  aud  healthy.   The  decoction 
of  sarsaparilla  ordered  to  be  omitted.  To 
have  the  following:  two  pounds  of  the  de- 
coction of  elm,  and  a  drachm  of  the  arseni- 
cal solution,  mixed  ;  and  of  this  she  was 
to  take  two  ounces  three  times,  daily ;  aud 
to  the  ulcers  on  the  legs  she  was  to  apply, 
morning  and  evening,  the  ointment  of  the 
oxide  of  ainc. 
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Dec.  8.  The  ulcers  on  the  legs  were 

looking  worse.  She  waa  ordered  an  embro- 
cation of  water  and  vinegar. 

11.  The  appearance  of  the  ulcers  was 
■till  more  unhealthy  than  at  the  last  report, 
and  more  painful.  A  common  poultice  was 
directed  to  be  applied  to  them. 

13.  Little  change  for  the  better  in  the 
ulcers  situated  on  the  leg.  Solid  pitch, 
one  ounce ;  wheat  flour,  sulfide nt  to  make 
into  grain  pills  ;  take  three  pills  three  times 
a-day  ;  cataplasm  to  be  continued,  and  the 
solution  of  arsenic  to  be  omitted. 

$4.  The  sores  on  the  leg  were  looking 
better,  but  there  was  a  new  scab  on  the 
neck.    To  take  twelve  pills  daily. 

JrT.  There  was  a  new  eruption  to-day, 
spread  almost  over  the  whole  body.  Her 
appetite  was  diminished,  and  she  was  every 
way  much  worse.  The  pills  were  omitted, 
and  fifteen  drops  of  muriatic  acid  to  be 
taken  three  times  daily,  in  water. 

31.  She  had  evidently,  for  some  time 
past,  diminished  in  strength.  Her  appe 
tite  was  also  bad,  and  she  complained  of 
sleeping  ill  during  the  night.  To  have  an 
ounoe  of  wine,  to  be  repealed  four  times 
daily. 

Jan.  8,  1829.  There  was  still  no  im 
provemeut. 

Soft  opium,  12  grains ; 
Calomel,  8  grains  ; 
Emetic  tartar,  4  grains  ; 
Syrup  of'  ginger,  sufficient  to  divide  into 
24  pills;   to  tske  one  three  times 
a-day. 

She  was  ordered  the  decoction  of  sarsa- 
parilla,  to  be  taken  with  each  pill,  and  to 
omit  the  muriatic  acid. 

This  patient  still  remains  in  the  hospital, 
little  or  no  improvement  having  taken 
place,  notwithstanding  the  great  variety  of 
treatment  employed. 


IIOYAL  INSTITUTION. 


There  was  a  very  crowded  attendance  at 
the  Royal  Institution  on  Friday  last,  when 
Mr.  Faradny  delivered  a  Lecture  on  the  Ac- 
tive Molecules  existing  in  Solid  Bodies,  Or- 
ganic and  Inorganic,  tis  discovered  recently 
by  .Mr.  Brown.  Mr.  Faradny,  by  drawings 
and  specimens,  showed  that  living  and  dead 
substances,  such  as  muscle,  stone,  &c,  pro- 
duced minute  particles  cupable  of  motion, 
some  of  which  were  of  the  l-l£,OOOth  of  an 
inch,  and  descending  so  low  as  1- SO  ,0O0th 
part  of  on  inch.  The  Lecture  was  very 
loudly  applauded. 

There  were  several  curious  presents  on 
the  Library  table,  among  which  was  a  ton<|ue 
usually  worn  by  the  chiefs  of  Britain  in  past 
ages,  found  in  Merionethshire ;  some  rare 
Chinese  paintings,  by  native  artists,  &c. 


CONESSION  OF  BURKE  IN  THE 
GAOL. 


Edinburgh,  3d  Jan.,  18*9. 

An  old  pensioner,  named  Donald,  lived 
in  the  house  about  Christmas,  1U2?  ;  he  was 
in  bad  health,  and  died  a  short  time  before 
his  quarter's  pension  was  due ;  that  he 
owed  Hare  41. ;  and  a  day  or  two  after  the 
pensioner's  death,  Hare  proposed  that  his 
body  should  be  sold  to  the  doctors,  and  that 
the  declarant  should  get  a  share  of  the  priee. 
Declarant  said  it  was  impossible  to  do  it, 
because  the  man  would  be  coming  in  with 
the  coffin  immediately  ;  but  after  the  body 
was  put  into  the  coffin,  and  the  lid  was 
nailed  down,  Hare  started  the  lid  with  a 
chisel,  and  he  and  declarant  took  out  the 
corpse  and  concealed  it  in  the  bed,  and  put 
tan oer's  bark,  from  behind  the  house,  into 
the  coffin,  and  covered  it  with  a  sheet,  and 
nailed  down  the  lid  of  the  coffin,  and  the 
coffin  was  then  carried  away  for  interment. 
That  Hare  did  not  appear  to  have  been  con- 
cemed  in  any  thing  of  the  kind  before*  and 
seemed  to  be  at  a  loss  how  to  get  the  body 
disposed  of,  and  he  and  Hare  went  in  the 
evening  to  the  yard  of  the  college,  and  saw 
a  person  like  a  student  there,  and  the  de- 
clarant asked  him  if  there  were  any  of  Dr. 
Monro's  men  about,  because  he  did  not 
know  there  was  any  way  of  disposing  of  a 
dead  body,  nor  did  Hare.    The  young  man 
asked  what  they  wanted  with  Dr.  Monro, 
and  the  declarant  told  him  that  he  had  a 
subject  to  dispose  of,  and  the  young  man 
referred  him  to  Dr.  Knox,  No.  10,  Surgeon's 
Square,  and  they  went  there,  and  saw  young 
gentlemen,  whom  he  knows  to  be  Jones, 
Miller,  and  Ferguson,  and  told  them  that 
they  had  a  subject  to  dispose  of,  but  they 
did  not  ask  how  they  obtained  it ;  and  they 
told  the  declarant  nnd  Hare  to  come  back 
when  it  was  dark,  and  that  they  themselves 
would  find  a  porter  to  carry  it.  Declarant 
and  Hare  went  home,  and  put  the  body  into 
a  sack,  and  carried  it  to  Surgeon's  Square, 
and  not  knowing  how  to  dispose  of  it,  laid 
it  down  fit  the  door  of  the  cellar,  and  went 
up  to  the  room,  where  the  three  young 
men  saw  them,  and  told  them  to  bring  up 
the  body  to  the  room,  which  they  did,  and 
they  took  the  body  out  of  the  sack,  and  laid 
it  on  the  dissecting  table  ;  that  the  shirt 
was  on  the  body,  but  the  young  men  asked 
no  questions  as  to  that,  and  the  declarant 
and  Hare,  at  their  desire,  took  off  the  shirt, 
and  got  71.  1()«.   Dr.  Knox  came  in  after 
the  shirt  was  taken  off,  and  looked  at  the 
body,  and  proposed  that  they  should  get 
71. 10s.,  and  authorised  Jones  to  settle  with 
them  j  and  he  asked  no  questions  as  to  how 


Digitized  by  Google 


■ 


CONFESSION  OF  BURKE. 


the  body  bad  been  obtained.  Hare  got 
4/.  As.,  and  the  declarant  got  31.  Us.  Jones, 
&c,  said,  they  would  be  glad  to  see  them 
again  when  they  had  any  other  body  to  dis- 
pose of. 

Early  last  spring,  1828,  a  woman  from 
Gilmer  ton  came  to  Hare's  house  as  a  nightly 
lodger,  Hare  keeping  seven  beds  for  lodgers : 
that  she  was  a  stranger,  and  she  and  Hare 
became  merry,  and  drank  together,  and  next 
morning  she  was  very  ill  in  consequence  of 
what  she  had  eat,  and  she  sent  for  more 
drink,  and  she  and  Hare  drank  together; 
and  she  became  very  sick  and  vomited, 
and  that  time  she  had  not  risen  from  bed, 
and  Hare  then  said  that  they  would  try 
and  smother  her,  in  order  to  dispose  of 
ber  body  to  the  doctors.  That  she  was 
lying  on  her  back  in  the  bed,  and  quite 
insensible  from  drink,  and  Hare  clapped 
his  hand  on  ber  mouth  and  nose,  and 
the  declarant  laid  himself  across  her  body,  in 
order  to  prevent  her  making  any  disturbance, 
and  she  never  stirred,  and  they  took  her  out 
of  bed  and  undressed  her,  and  put  her  into 
a  chest. 

The  next  was  a  man  named  Joseph,  a 
miller,  and  lying  badly  in  the  bouse.  That 
he  got  some  drink  from  declarant  and  Hare, 
but  was  not  tipsy  ;  he  was  very  ill,  lying  in 
bed,  and  could  not  speak  sometimes,  and 
there  was  a  report  on  that  account  that  there 
was  fever  in  the  house,  which  made  Hare 
and  his  wife  uneasy  in  case  it  should  keep 
away  lodgers,  and  they  (declarant  and  Hare) 
agreed  that  they  should  suffocate  him  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  the  declarant  got  a  small 
pillow  and  laid  it  across  Joseph's  mouth, 
and  Hare  lay  across  the  body  to  keep  down 
the  arms  and  legs,  and  he  was  disposed  of 
in  the  same  manner. 

In  May,  1828,  as  he  thinks,  an  old  woman 


and  be  and  Hare  suffocated  her,  and  disposed 
of  her  in  the  same  manner. 

About  Midsummer,  1838,  a  woman,  with 
her  son  or  grandson,  about  twelve  years  of 
age,  and  who  seemed  to  be  weak  in  bis 
mind,  came  to  the  houBO  as  lodgers  ;  the 
woman  got  a  dram,  and  when  in  bed  asleep, 
he  and  Hare  suffocated  her  ;  and  the  boy 
was  sitting  at  the  fire  in  the  kitchen,  and  he 
and  Hare  took  hold  of  him,  and  carried  him 
into  the  room,  and  suffocated  him. 

That  soon  afterwards  the  declarant  brought 
a  woman  to  the  house  as  a  lodger,  and  after 
some  dayB  she  got  drunk,  and  was  disposed 
of  in  the  same  manner.  That  declarant  and 
Hare  generally  tried  if  lodgers  would  drink, 
and  if  they  would  drink  they  were  disposed 
of  in  that  manner. 

The  declarant  then  went  for  a  few  days  to 
the  house  of  Helen  M'Dougal's  father,  and 
when  he  returned,  he  learned  from  Hare 
that  he  had  disposed  of  a  woman  in  the 
declarant's  absence,  in  the  Bame  manner,  in 
his  own  house ;  but  the  declarant  does  not 
know  the  woman's  name,  or  any  further 
particulars  of  the  case,  or  whether  any 
other  person  was  present,  or  knew  of  it. 

That  about  this  time  he  went  to  live  in  Bro- 
gan'B  house,  and  a  woman  named  Margaret 
Haldane,  daughter  of  the  woman  Haldane  be- 
fore mentioned,  and  whose  sister  is  married 
to  Clark,  a  tinsmith  in  the  High  Street, 
came  into  the  house,  but  the  declarant  doe* 
not  remember  for  what,  purpose ;  and  she 
got  drink,  and  was  disposed  of  in  the  same 
manner.  That  Hare  was  not  present,  and 
neither  Broggan  nor  his  son  knew  the  least 
thing  about  that,  or  any  other  case  of  the 
same  kind. 

That  in  April,  1828,  be  fell  in  with  the 
girl  Peterson,  and  her  companion,  in  Con- 
stantino Burke's  house,  and  they  had  break - 


came  to  the  house  as  a  lodger,  and  she  was  fast  together,  and  he  sent  for  Hare,  and  ho 
the  worse  for  drink,  and  she  got  more  drink  and  Hare  disposed  of  her  in  the  same  man- 


ner y  and  Mr.  Ferguson,  and  a  tall  lad,  who 
seemed  to  have  known  the  woman  by  sight, 
asked  where  tbev  had  got  the  body  ;  and 
the  declarant  said*  he  had  purchased  it  from 
an  old  woman  at  the  back  of  the  Canongate. 
The  body  was  disposed  of  five  or  six  hours 
after  the  girl  was  killed. 

One  day  in  September  or  October,  1328, 
a  washer-woman  had  been  washing  in  the 
house  for  some  time,  and  he  and  Hare  suffo- 
cated her,  and  disposed  of  her  in  the  same 
manner. 

Soon  afterwards  a  woman,  named  M'Dou- 
gal,  who  was  a  distant  relation  of  Helen 
M'Dou  gal's  first-husband,  came  to  Broggan 'a 
house  to  see  M'Dougal;  and  after  she  had 
hoen  coming  and  going  to  the  house  for  a 
few  days,  she  got  druuk,  and  was  served  iu 


of  her  own  accord,  and  she  became  very 
drunk,  and  declarant  suffocated  her;  and 
Hare  was  not  in  the  house  at  the  time  ;  and 
she  was  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner. 

Soon  after  an  Englishman  lodged  there 
for  some  nights,  and  he  was  ill  of  the  jaun- 
dice ;  that  he  was  in  bed  very  unwell,  and 
Hare  and  declarant  got  above  and  held  him 
down,  nnrl,  by  holding  him  down,  suffocated 
him,  and  disposed  of  him  in  the  same 
manner. 

Shortly  afterward*,  an  old  woman  named 
Haldane  (but  he  knows  nothing  farther  of 
her)  lodged  in  the  house,  and  she  had  got 
some  drink  at  the  time,  and  got  more  to  in- 
toxicate her,  and  he  and  Hare  suffocated 
her,  and  disposed  of  her  in  the  same  manner. 

Soon  afterwards,  a  cinder- woman  came  to 
the  house  as  a  lodger,  as  he  believes,  and  I  the  same  way  by  the  declarant  and  Hare, 
she  got  drink  from  Hare  and  the  declarant,      That  "  Daft  Jamie"  was  then  disposed 
and  became  tipsy,  and  she  was  half  asleep,  |  of  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  in  diet- 


Digitized  by  Google 


CASE  OF  ENTROPEON. 


66D 


■ment,  except  that  Hare  was  concerned  in  it. 
That  Hare  was  lying  alongside  of  Jamie  in 
the  bed,  and  Hare  suddenly  turned  on  him, 
and  put  his  hand  on  his  mouth  and  nose  ; 
and  Jamie,  who  had  got  drink,  but  was  not 
drunk,  made  a  terrible  resistance,  and  he 
and  Hare  fell  from  the  bed  together,  Hare 
still  keeping  hold  of  Jamie's  mouth  aud 
nose  ;  and  as  they  lay  on  the  floor  together 
declarant  lay  across  Jamie,  to  prevent  him 
from  resisting,  and  they  held  him  in  that 
state  till  he  was  dead,  and  he  was  disposed  of 
in  the  same  manner ;  and  Hare  took  a  brass 
snuff-box  and  a  spoon  from  Jamie's  pocket, 
and  kept  the  box  to  himself,  and  never  gave 
it  to  the  declarant,  but  he  gave  him  the 
spoon. 

And  the  last  was  the  old  woman  Docherty, 
for  whose  murder  he  has  been  convicted. 
That  she  was  not  put  to  death  in  the  man- 
ner deponed  to  by  Hare  on  the  trial.  That 
during  the  scuffle  between  him  and  Hare, 
in  the  course  of  which  he  was  nearly 
strangled  by  Hare,  Docherty  had  crept 
among  the  straw,  and  after  the  scuffle  was 
over,  they  had  some  drink,  and  after 
that  they  both  went  forward  to  where 
the  woman  was  lying  sleeping,  and  Hare 
went  forward  first,  and  seized  her  by 
the  mouth  and  nose,  as  on  former  occasions  ; 
and  at  the  same  time  the  declarant  lay 
across  her,  and  she  had  no  opportunity  of 
making  any  noise  ;  and  before  she  was  dead, 
one  or  other  of  them,  he  does  not  recollect 
which,  took  hold  of  her  by  the  throat.  That 
while  he  and  Hare  were  struggling,  which 
was  a  real  scuffle,  M'Dougal  opened  the 
door  of  the  apartment,  and  went  into  the 
inner  passage  and  knocked  at  the  door,  and 
called  out  police  and  murder,  but  soon  came 
back  ;  and  at  the  same  time  Hare's  wife 
called  out,  never  to  mind,  because  the  de- 
clarant and  Hare  would  not  hurt  one  ano- 
ther. That  whenever  he  and  Hare  rose  and 
went  towards  the  straw  where  Docherty 
was  lying,  M'Dougal  and  Hare's  wife,  who 
bethinks,  were  lying  in  bed  at  the  time, or, 
perhaps,  were  at  the  fire,  immediately  rose 
and  left  the  house,  but  did  not  make  any 
noise,  so  far  as  he  heard,  and  he  was  sur- 
prised at  their  going  out  at  that  time,  be- 
cause he  did  not  see  how  they  could  have 
any  suspicions  of  what  they  (the  declarant 
and  Hare)  intended  doing.  That  he  cannot 
say  whether  he  and  Hare  would  have  killed 
Docherty  or  not,  if  the  women  had  remained, 
because  they  were  so  determined  to  kill  the 
woman,  the  drink  being  in  their  head. 


WESTMINSTER  HOSPITA  L. 

ENTHOPBAN. 

Mary  Ann  Hvntly,  ajtat.  23,  admitted 
Nov.  20,  1848,  under  Professor  Guthrie, 
with  entropeon. 

About  ten  years  ago,  while  recovering 
from  the  measles,  she  became  affected  with 
ophthalmia  of  both  eyes,  which  has  oc- 
casionally recurred  since,  and  sometimes  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  render  her  totally  blind. 
Blisters,  issues,  and  the  various  antiphlo- 
gistic items,  had  all  been  employed  without 
much  benefit. 

The  superior  palpebral  are  now  com- 
pletely inverted,  and  the  eye-lashes  in  con- 
tact with  the  ball ;  considerable  contraction 
of  the  angles  of  the  lids,  and  increased 
secretion  of  the  meibomian  glands  ;  conjunc- 
tiva deeply  inflamed ;  cornea  opaque.  For 
the  last  two  or  three  years  her  health  has 
not  been  very  good.  She  now  presents  a  de- 
cidedly chlorotic  appearance ;  tongue  flabby 
and  pale  ;  bowels  sluggish. 

Dec.  2.  The 44  author"  enacted  the  opera- 
tion in  the  presence  of  all  his  colleagues,  and 
a  great  number  of  pupils  and  visitors.  The 
struggles  of  the  patient  protracted  the  ope- 
ration. The  blade  of  a  b)unt-pointt«d  pair 
of  scissors  was  carefully  introduced  close 
to  the  external  angle  of  the  right  eye,  and 
a  perpendicular  incision  made  the  third  of 
an  inch  in  length,  dividing  the  tarsal  car- 
tilage. Another  incision  was  made  in  like 
manner,  at  the  inner  angle,  exterual  to  the 
punctum  lachrymale,  it  being  a  poiut  not  to 
divide  the  lachrymal  canal.  The  lid  was  now 
perfectly  free,  and  a  fold  of  skin  was  excised 
transversely  from  the  superior  palpebra ; 
three  ligatures  were  introduced,  and  the 
divided  parts  brought  in  contact ;  each  liga- 
gature  was  twisted,  and  fastened  to  the  fore- 
head by  a  slip  of  adhesive  plaster.  A 
baudage  was  put  over  the  whole.  The  ope- 
ration  was  next  performed  on  the  left  eve. 

8.  The  formation  of  granulations  was 
prevented  by  occasionally  touching  the 
wound  with  caustic  ;  the  ligatures  have 
come  away,  and  the  eye-lashes  arc  com- 
pletely everted. 

13.  Made  an  out  patient. 

Jan.  1,  18^9.  The  lid  remains  in  its  na- 
tural position  ;  the  vitiated  curvature  of  the 
tarsal  cartilage  is  removed ;  the  cornea 
clearing,  and  vessels  of  the  conjunctiva  have 
nearly  returned  to  their  natural  calibre. 
General  health  much  improved. 

This  is  a  case  which  Mr.  Guthrie  had  for 
some  time  treated  at  his  "  Eye-sore  Infir- 
mary," in  Warwick-street ;  but  not  having 
accommodation  for  her  in  that  splendid 
institution,  he  vouchsafed  to  admit  her 
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within  the  walls  of  this  hospital.  This  is 
remarkable,  being  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice  of  the  liberal  "  author,"  who,  in 
his  search  after  patients,  smuggles  every 
ophthalmic  case  that  appears  here,  and  by 
sending  the  patient  to  Warwick-street,  con- 
tributes to  swell  the  list  of  cures  elaboiated 
in  that  wonderful  crucible  of  surgery. 


COMPOUND  FRACTURE. 

Thomas  Cullenham,  &'t.  50,  a  large  sinewy 
man,  of  temperate  habits,  admitted  <3d  of 
January,  18*9,  with  compound  fracture  of 
the  leg.    The  tibia  was  much  comminuted, 
and  a  spiculum  of  hone  projected  about  an 
inch,  through  a  wound  three  inches  ubove 
the  ancle  ;  this  was  removed  by  tlie  bone- 
nippers.    The  man  was  placed  on  his  side, 
and  a  piece  of  dressing  placed  over  the 
wound. 

24.  He   has  been   restless  during  the 
night;   the  broken  bones  displaced.  Mr. 
White  saw  him,  and  swathed  the  limb  in  an 
eighteen- tailed  bandage,  and  fixed  a  splint  ■ 
on  the  outer  side. 

Evening.    Leg  painful ;  abdomen  some- 
what distended  with  flatus.   A   dose  ofj 
house  physic  to  be  drunk  in  the  morning. 

85.  Leg  extremely  painful;  abdomen  . 
tympanitic  ;  pulse  100,  small.  The  splint 
and  bandage  removed  from  the  leg,  which  ! 
emitted  a  gangrenous  odour;  the  patient  is 
laid  upon  his  back,  with  the  limb  in  the 
semiflexed  position,  and  supported  with 
bran  bolsters. 

Submuriate  of  mercury,  grs.  iv. ; 
Cathartic  extract,  grs.  vj.  form  two  pills,  to 
be  swallowed  immediately. 

In  the  evening  he  became  restless,  ami 
incoherent  in  manner  ;  attempted  to  get  out 
of  bed,  and  displaced  his  Lg  from  the 
proper  posture.  Tongue  dry,  brown  ;  pulse 
110,  thin.  A  grain  aud  a  half  of  opium  were 
given  immediately,  and  a  dose  of  aperient 
medicine  ordered  to  be  taken  every  three 
hours,  until  the  bowels  should  he  acted 
upon. 

26.  The  upper  part  of  tl  e  leg.  and  the 
thigh,  emphysemiitose ;  wound  guugrenous  ; 
discharge  discoloured,  and  fetid. 

A  beer-grounds  poultice.  Wine  and  cor- 
dials, and  an  occasional  dose  of  spiric  of 
mendererus  and  water. 

27.  Symptoms  exasperated ;  gangrene 
extending.  Tympanitis  intestinalia  swell- 
ing  out  the  abdomen  to  a  great  size  ;  reapi- 
ration  hurried ;  pulse  100,  exceedingly 
weak  and  small.  A  cordial  mixture  to  b"e 
taken  frequently. 

i.'8.    Expired.    The  next  of  kin  would 
not  permit  the  body  lobe  examined. 


[Although  the  following  was  not  commu* 
nicated  by  either  of  our  reporters,  wo  can 
vouch  for  its  accuracy.    We  shall  lay  open 
this  most  stupid  of  all  Oysters  next  week.] 
Saturday,  Feb.  14th,  1829.  Sir  Anthonv 
Oysieh  collected  the  pupils  in  the  theatre, 
having  notified  that  he  had  some  interest* 
ing  communications   to  make  to  them. 
Kxaminer  Lynn,  Professor  Guthrie,  and 
Councillor  White,    being  pteseut,  John 
Murphy,  whose  case  is  noticed  in  No.  $82 
of  this  Journal,  page  542,  was  brought  for- 
ward.   The  man  having  unfolded  his  un- 
mentionables, Sir  Anthony  introduced  him 
to  the  notice  of  the  company,  and  observed, 
that  the  physicians  and  surgeons  had  deter- 
mined, in  future,  to  hold  a  public  consulta- 
tion in  die  theatre  every  Saturday,  on  such 
cases  as  were  considered  sufficiently  inte- 
resting ;  and  had  agreed  to  observe  the 
rule  promulged  in  Dr.  Percival's  Medical 
Ethics,  to  wit,  that  after  the  medical  at- 
tendant had  stated  the  history  of  the  case, 
his  colleagues  should  pronounce  their  opi- 
nions in  rotation,  beginning  with  the  junior. 
The  Knight  then  laid  hold  of  the  scrotum, 
and  said,  that  having  treated  ("  tickled 
up  V')  the  man  for  ten  days,  with  a  five- 
grain  blue  pill  night  and  morning,  he  opined 
the  malady  was  not  venereal,  but  scrofu- 
lous.   -Mr.  Guthrie  considered  it  was  slow 
inflammation,  aud  might  be  cured  by  the 
ordiuary  means.    Mr.  White  thought,  with 
Sir  Anthony,  that  the  disease  was  scrofu- 
lous, and  wus  not  to  be  cured  in  the  atmo- 
sphere of  an  hospital ;  change  of  air,  exer- 
cise, and  regular  living,  would,  in  his  opi- 
nion, do  more  than  all  the  physic  in  the 
kingdom.    Mr.  Lynn  said  he  had  not  paid 
particular  attentiou  to  the  case,  but  from  the 
patient's  appearance,  he  should  conceive 
the  complaint  to  arise  from  disorder  of  the 
digestive  function.    The  man  (John  Mur- 
phy) having  pulled  up  his  breeches,  and 
walked  away,  Sir  A.  Carlisle  observed  to 
the  students,  that  he  had  a  very  painful  duty 
to  perform  in  referring  to  some  scandalous 
reports  of  cases  treated  in  this  Hospital, 
that  had  lately  appeared  in  a  notorious  pub- 
lication, which  he  considered  a  disgrace  to 
the  medical  republic.    He  was  extremely 
sorry  to  find,  that  any  pupil  of  this  Hospi- 
tal could  be  found  base  enough  to  supply 
reports  to  so  levelling  a  publication.  With 
respect  to  the  particular  reports,  he  should 
not  hesitate  to  say,  that  they  were,  in  many- 
instances,  false,  aud,  in  every  case,  coloured, 
with  a  view  to  injure  the  surgeon's  private 
feelings,  and  to  pander  to  tho  sordid  inte- 
rests of  a  certain  obnoxious  person.    Of  the 
reporter  he  should  say,  that  he  was  unwor- 
thy to  associate  with  'gentlemen  ;  was  a 
traitor,  a  spy  in  the  camp  ;  and  would  doubt- 
less, go  on  from  one  vile  deed  to  another, 
till  he  had  sunk  to  the  lowest  abyss  of  in  - 
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famy.  He  trusted  the  pupils  would  not  bar. 
hour  such  a  degraded  character  amongst 

them ;  that  they  would  consult  their  own 
honour,  by  bringing  him  forward  from  his 
hiding  place,  in  order  that  his  Gorgon 
lineaments  might  be  recognised  in  the  face 
of  day,  and  that  he  might  be  for  ever  ex- 
cluded from  the  society  of  honourable  men  ! ! 
Jn  conclusion,  he  declared,  if  the  pupils  con* 
tinued  to  screen  auch  a  wretch,  and  if  simi- 
lar reports  should  continue  to  appear  in 
that  vile  periodical,  he  would  never  open  his 
oututh  (query,  C4Psl)  again. 

Mr.  Guthrie  said,  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  publicaiiou  of  his  cases,  provided  tbey 
were  fairly  represented.  His  feelings  had 
been  much  hurt  by  the  manner  in  which  he 
Had  been  handled  in  the  reports  alluded  to. 
In  one  instance,  especially,  (a  case  of 
hernia)  he  bad  been  made  to  say,  that  he 
had  used  too  much  force,  and  had  ruptured 
the  gangrenous  intestine ;  now  he  had 
merely  said,  that  he  was  afraid  the  texture 
of  the  gut  could  not  withstand  the  force 
necessary  to  restore  it  into  the  abdomen. 

Mr.  White  considered  that  Tub  Lancet 
had  done  some  good  in  the  profession,  and,  if 
conducted  in  a  spirit  of  moderation,  would 
have  done  much  more  ;  but  of  late  it  had 
adopted  such  an  obnormous  and  injurious  line 
of  conduct,  as  to  disguat  the  heads  of  the 
prfifetsion,*ndt  consequently,  to  paralyse  its 
utility. , 

Mr.  Lynn  gave  no  opinion  j  but  during 
Sir  Anthony's  oration  he  said  aloud,  "  let  the 
ual led  jade  wince:'    Bravo,  Dowager ! 


GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 

OPERATION  OF  LITHOTOMY  BY  MR.  EEY. 

On  Tuesday  last,  about  a  quarter  past  one 
o'clock,  Noble  Freeman  (the  patient),  was 
placed  on  the  operating  table.  The  straight 
atari"  having  been  introduced,  the  second 
incision  laid  bare  a  small  portion  of  the 
urethra,  and  the  point  of  the  knife  was  in- 
serted into  the  groove  of  the  staff,  and  car- 
ried onwards  into  the  bladder.  It  was 
evident,  however,  that  the  knife  in  its  in- 
troduction into  the  badder  had  to  contend 
against  some  considerable  resistance,  so  as 
to  turn  it  somewhat  out  of  its  course.  This 
was  occasioned  by  the  bladder  contracting, 
and  forcing  the  stone,  which  was  of  large 
aize,  down  to  its  neck.  The  knife  and 
staff  were  then  withdrawn,  and  the  forceps 
introduced  upon  the  finger.  The  stone  was 
apparently  readily  laid  hold  of,  and  the  ope- 
rator attempted  to  extract  it,  but  was  foiled; 
and  although  it  was  repeatedly  grasped  by 
the  forceps,  yet,  on  account  of  its  large  size, 
it  was  found  impossible  to  extract  it  without 
dilating  the  wound.  The  knife,  therefore. 


was  a  second  time  introduced,  and  the  sec- 
tion of  the  neck  of  the  bladder  enlarged  ; 
Mr.  Callaway  at  the  same  time  holding  the 
forceps  in  the  bladder,  with  the  stone  in 
their  grasp.  In  the  effort  of  extraction,  the 
stone  broke,  and  a  large  fragment  was  re- 
moved. The  operator  again  introduced  the 
forceps,  and  endeavoured  to  extract  the 
remaining  portion,  but  the  stone  again  broke, 
and  another  fragment  only  was  removed. 
The  forceps  were  afterwards  necessarily 
introduced  a  great  number  of  times,  but  the 
irritability  of  the  bladder  was  so  great,  and 
the  contraction  so  violent,  that  it  was  with 
considerable  difficulty  that  the  remaining 
portion  could  be  grasped  at  all.  Each  effort, 
however,  succeeded  in  removing  larger  or 
smaller  fragments,  till  it  was  so  crumbled 
that  tbe  operator  called  for  a  scoop,  which 
was  introduced,  but  it  was  found  impossible 
to  use  it  with  advantage  and  facility.  From 
tbe  excessive  suffering  produced  by  the 
operation,  and  the  necessary  and  repeated 
introduction  of  the  forceps,  the  patient 
began  to  feel  exhausted,  aud  the  operator 
thought  it  best  to  desist  for  a  few  minutes, 
during  which  time  some  wine,  and  a  few 
drops  of  laudanum,  were  administered.  He 
then  determined  to  inject  the  bladder  with 
warm  water,  convinced,  as  he  was,  that  many 
fragments  still  remained.  The  operation 
of  injection  was  repeated  several  times, 
washed  away  many  pieces  of  stone,  and 
some  coagulated  blood,  and  facilitated  the 
grasping  of  the  stone  very  considerably; 
five  large  pieces  were  removed  alter  the 
second  injection,  and,  after  the  aixtb,  not  the 
smallest  particle  of  tbe  stone  was  left  be- 
hind. He  was  immediately  unbound,  much 
exhausted,  and  put  to  bed,  and  a  dose  of 
the  syrup  of  poppies  administered. 

18.  We  visited  him  with  the  surgeon  this 
morning.  lie  had  passed  a  good  night,  was 
tolerably  free  from  pain,  aud  there  was  but 
little  tenderness  of  the  abdomen.  The 
urine  had  flowed  freely  through  the  wound. 

The  operation  waaoue  of  considerable  diffi- 
culty, owing  to  the  large  size  of  the  stone, 
and  the  extreme  irritability  of  the  blad- 
der. It  was  such  an  one  as  the  operator,  to 
use  his  own  words,  "  had  never  before  ex- 
perienced." Mr.  Key  did  not,  for  one  mo- 
ment, lose  his  presence  of  mind,  but  con- 
ducted himself  "  in  a  manner  that  tbe  pub- 
lic have  a  right  to  expect  from  a  surgeou  of 
Guy's  Hospital."  The  operation  lasted 
about  twenty  minutes. 

Accidents  admitted  during  the  Week,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Jiransby  Cooper. 

Chapel  Ward — Burn  on  neck  and  arm. 
Dorcas  Ward—  Injury  to  the  eye. 
Cornelius  Ward — Retention  of  Urine. 
Accident  Ward — Injury  to  arm. 
Lacerated  scalp. 
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BLEEDING  FROM  LEECH  BITES. 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 


OPERATIONS. 


On  Friday,  Feb.  13,  Mr.  Green  per- 
formed two  amputations  below  the  knee ; 
the  lira t  on  an  elderly  man,  of  emaciated  ap- 
pearance ;  in  this  case  the  circular  incision 
was  adopted.  The  limb  was  removed  in 
three  minutes ;  the  arteries  were  easily- 
secured,  and  the  stump  dressed  in  the  usual 
manner.  The  second  case  was  that  of  a 
young  healthy-looking  man,  on  whom  the 
double  flap  operation  was  performed  ;  con- 
siderable difficulty  was  experienced  in  se- 
curing the  vessels,  and  secondary  haemor- 
rhage  occurred  during  the  night,  but  it  was 
readily  suppressed  by  Mr.  South. 


BLEEDING  FBOM   LEECU-  BITES. 

Mr.  H.  Storer  in  a  note  to  the  Editors 
of  the  London  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal 
states,  that  be  has  found  luuax  caustic  scraped 
to  a  point,  aDd  applied  to  the  mouth  of  the 
vessel  after  the  blood  has  been  dried  for 
the  moment,  an  effectual  method  of  stopping 
the  bleeding  from  leech-bites,  when  all 
other  remedies  have  failed.  He  recommends 
that  care  should  be  taken  to  apply  imme- 
diate pressure,  to  prevent  the  skin  from 
being  discoloured  by  its  spreading.  For 
ourselves,  we  have  found  small  pieces  of 
dry  sponge,  rolled  hard  between  the  fingers, 
and  inserted  in  the  orifices,  by  fur  the  most 
effectual  and  desirable  remedy  in  these  some- 
times obstinate  cases  of  haemorrhage. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications  have  been  received 
from  Mr.  Marryatt — Mr.  Linton — C.  W. — 
A  Constant  Reader — Mr.  Wansbrough — 
Mr.  Wildsmith— Mr.  W.  C.  Worthington— 
Mr.  J.  Snell  — Hibernus— Mr.  John  Wil- 
liams—  Dr.  Mayer — Mr.  H.  Pointer — 
Mr.  H.  Day  (2)— Narrator  Verus— Mr.  J. 
Russell— Veritas— Mr.  C.  Miller— Rich- 
mond— A  Junior  Student  —  Philalethes — 
Member  of  the  Westminster  Medical  So- 
ciety— Mr.  J.  C.  Buckf.tone— M.D.,  Ply- 
mouth— Dr.  Nugent — An  Old  Pupil  of 
Guy's — A  Medical  Man — A  Member  of  the 
College  of  Physicians — Mr.  J.  Kimbell — 
Mr.  Waller— A  Member — J.  R.— 0.  R.  O. 
—Mr.  W.  Allen -One  of  the  Draff— A. 


Lawyer— Mr.  W.  Dofonr— Mr.  Works- 
worth— Medicua— Mr.  T.  H.  Montague- 
Mr.  E.  Taylor. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Directors  of 
the  St.  James's  Infirmary  acted  with  great 
propriety,  in  not  electing  either  Mr.  Bacot, 
Mr.  Brodie,  Mr.  Copland  Hutchison,  or 
Mr.  Pettigrew;  but  we  are  not  so  certain, 
that  they  were  correct  in  preferring  Mr. 
Brain  to  the  other  candidates. 

It  is  impossible  to  insert  a  tenth-part  of 
the  letters  on  the  Richmond  School  of 
Anatomy.  "  Rioluo«lln7'  however,  may  see 
a  part  of  his  rejoinder  in  our  nex$£( umber. 

A  Licenti4te  of  the  Dublin  AjAthecaries'' 
Hall  cannot  practise,  strictly  as  antjkpothe- 
cary,  in  X<ondon,  or  in  any  part  orCngland 
and  Walls.  'Die.  second  question  of*  ftjt-" 
is  not  sufficiently  explicit.     ,       •  >JR- 

Adveftipements  which  are  transmitted  by 
post  must  be  accompanied  with  a  reference, 
and  should,  be  directed  to  the  Office  jn  the 
Strand.  .  1 

The  work  X>£  M.  Legrand  has  not  been 
translated  into  «»gjish.  »'•• 

We  have  not  the  honour  of  "  Pimp  Petti- 
grew's"  acquaintance.  Z.  O.  X.  is  in 
error. 

Argus.  It  is  not  the  first  time  that  we 
have  heard  of  the  infamous  conduct  of  a 
certain  medical  bookseller.  Should  he  pro- 
voke us,  he  will  repent  it. 

All  communications  are  destroyed,  unless 
accompanied  with  an  especial  request  to  the 
contrary. 

"  One  of  the  Draff"  is  justified  in  statiBg 
that  the  footman  used  to  officiate  as  Nl'N« 
xry's  assistant.  The  footman  has  retired, 
and  his  place  is  filled  by  au  able  successor. 

The  propositions  and  arguments  of  "  Chi- 
rurgicus,"  "  Mr.  W.  C.  Worthington,"  "  A 
Friend  to  Science,"  and  "  Expositor,"  do 
not  contain  any  new  views  on  the  question 
to  which  they  relate. 

"  An  Old  Pupil  of  the  Middlesex,"  com- 
plains that  Mr.  Cockney  Mayo,  has  not 
liad  the  candour  to  acknowledge,  that  lie 
adopted  the  method  of  treating  varicose 
veins  with  caustic,  in  consequence  of  infor- 
mation derived  from  the  practice  of  his 
predecessor,  Mr.  Cartwright. 

Such  a  paper  as  that  on  the  operation  by 
Dr.  Ewing,  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Aber- 
deen, and  those  signed  X.  X.  X. —  Con- 
stant Reader,  Blackburn — Mercator — A 
Horned  Bat— A.  B.  C. — A  Druggist — and 
O.  Junius— cannot  be  inserted,  unless  they 
are  satisfactorily  authenticated. 

Mr.  Sheldrake  was  educated  as  a  surgeon, 
but  he  limits  his  practice  to  cases  of  de- 
formity. 

The  question  of  Mr.  R.  Fearnly  id  an 
important  one,  and  we  would  rather  answer 
it  orally  than  in  this  place. 

[Books  in  our  next.] 
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Lecture  XVII. 

Incapability  of  Retaining  the  Urine. 

Women  are  sometimes  affected  with  what 
is  called  an  incontinence  of  urine,  an  incapa- 
bility of  retaining  the  water,  which,  like 
the  urinary  retentions,  may  arise  from  very 
different  causes,  requiring  a  little  attention 
from  us,  and  to  the  consideration  of  these 
we  will  now  proceed. 

The  uterus  is  too  frequently  the  subject 
of  a  sort  of  scirrhous  change,  followed  by 
malignant  ulceration ;  and  this  malignant 
ulceration,  beginning  about  the  neck  and 
mouth,  gradually  spreads  itself  into  the 
vagina,  the  rectum,  and  the  bladder ;  and 
when  the  bladder  is  laid  open  into  the 
vagina,  of  course  an  incapability  of  reten- 
tion is  produced,  this  being  the  Inst  stage 
of  the  malignant  ulceration  and  admitting 
of  no  effectual  cure.  Dilution  of  the  urine, 
by  drinking  freely  of  aqueous  fluids,  and 
the  thorough  ablution  of  the  vagina,  by  the 
injection  of  tepid  water,  are  principal  pal- 
liatives in  cases  of  this  kind,  and  the  more 
attention  is  paid  to  cleanliness  the  better. 

It  further  happens,  occasionally,  and  this 
constitutes  an  important  variety  of  the  dis- 
ease, that  retention  of  urine  commonly  arises 
from  an  over-distention  of  the  bladder,  in 
those  cases  where  the  obstruction  of  the 
urethra  is  partial,  and  not  complete,  a  va- 
riety of  the  disease  of  which  I  formerly  took 
occasion  to  treat.  In  these  coses,  when 
the  bladder  becomes  loaded,  there  maybe 
continual  stillicidium,  the  patient  being  at- 
tacked, at  length,  with  much  abdominal  pain 
and  tenderness,  and  continual  urging,  with 
repeated  gushes  of  the  urine  in  small  quan- 
go. 287. 


tities,  and  a  great  deal  of  constitutional  irri- 
tation, the  urging,  perhaps,  being  scarcely 
less  vehement  and  painful  than  that  of  par- 
turition itself.  Now,  the  impression  made 
on' the  mind,  particularly  before  this  urging 
manifests  itself,  is,  that  there  is  no  retention 
of  the  uriue,  but  simply  an  incontinence,  a 
mistake  obviously  of  grave  consequence,  as 
rupture  of  the  bladder  may  arise  from  the  mis- 
apprehension. The  effectual  means  of  re- 
lieving  an  incontinence  of  this  kind  is,  the 
introduction  of  the  catheter,  to  empty  the 
bladder  thoroughly,  after  which  the  cause 
of  the  retention  should,  if  possible,  be  ascer- 
tained and  removed,  on  principles  already 
explained. 

There  is  yet  a  third  variety  of  inconti- 
nence, and  that  is,  the  incontinence  of 
urine,  which  results  from  a  mere  weakness 
of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  common  in 
those  who  have  had  very  large  families, 
ten  or  twelve  children,  for  example.  In 
these  cases,  more  especially  if  the  child 
is  large,  or  the  pelvis  small,  when  the  la- 
bour lias  been  laborious,  the  bladder  is*  apt 
to  get  so  infirm  about  the  neck,  that  it 
loses  much  of  its  retentive  power,  and,  per- 
haps, from  the  moment  of  delivery,  the 
woman  is  incapable  of  retaining  the  water  ; 
or  if,  at  any  time,  she  chance  to  cough,  laugh, 
rise  suddenly,  or  in  auy  other  manner  con- 
tract smartly  the  abdominal  muscles,  the 
water  comes  gushing  away.  For  years  ibis 
disease  may  continue,  in  greater  or  less 
severity,  but  it  frequently  cures  itself,  in 
good  measure  ;  and  the  first  few  weeks  after 
delivery,  say  at  the  end  of  the  fortnight,  the 
patient  is  better ;  at  the  end  of  the  month  the 
retentive  powers  are  still  more  increased  ; 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  more  weeks  she 
becomes  able  to  hold  the  water  very  well, 
though  still  liable  to  the  gushes,  when  sud- 
den efforts  are  made.  Hence,  where  incon- 
tinence is  the  result  of  an  enfeebled  cervix 
vesicas,  time  must  be  looked  upon  as  one  of 
the  principul  remedial  means ;  in  some  cases, 
perhaps,  advantage  may  be  obtained  from 
plunging  the  hips  into  cold  water  two  or 
three  times  daily.  The  improvement  of  the 
general  health  is  by  no  means  to  be  neglected , 
for  the  more  you  improve  the  general  health 
the  more  you  will  increase  those  healing 
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powers  of  the  parts  on  which  all  cures  are 
more  immediately  dependent.  Commen- 
dation is  bestowed  by  some  upon  the  use  of 
blisters,  and  they  may,  at  least,  deserve  a 
trial,  a  large  plaster  being  applied  alternately 
to  the  abdomen  and  the  loins  ;  the  vesica- 
tions  being  repeated  for  five  or  six  times,  as 
the  parts  may  be  found   to  bear  them. 
Whether  any  advantage  would  be  derived 
in  these  cases  from  blistering  the  back  part 
of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  (a  proposition 
which  may  surprise  you,)  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  say,  but  I  presume  this  would  not 
be  found  impracticable,  for  the  upper  part 
of  the  vagina  lying  in  contact  with  the 
neck  of  the  bladder  behind,  something  sti- 
mulating might  be  applied  there  for  four  or 
five  hours  together,  according  to  the  effect 
produced  ;  and  iu  cases  where  there  was  a 
mere  weakness,  without  grave  organic  lesion , 
if  stimulus  is  likely  to  be  of  use  at  all,  I 
should  expect  more  advantage  from  this  local 
excitement,  than  from  extensive  but  remote 
vesication  of  the  abdomeu  or  the  loins. 
Understand,  however,  clearly,  that  I  do  not 
recommend  you  rashly  to  resort  to  this  prac- 
tice, which  may  be  attended  with  its  evils  ; 
but  I  think  it  proper  to  mention  it,  and  the 
proposal  may  not  be  undeserving  of  further 
consideration. 

Of  incontinence  of  urine,  one  of  the 
most  obstinate  varieties  is  that  which  results 
from  an  aperture  formed  by  slough,  and 
leading  through  the  neck  of  the  bladder  into 
the  vagina ;  this  aperture  may  be  very 
small  in  its  size,  so  much  so,  that  you  cannot 
clearly  distinguish  it  by  enreful  examination, 
or,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  of  very  con- 
siderable dimensions,  inasmuch  as  two  or 
three  of  the  fingers  may  be  passed  through  it 
into  the  urinary  cavity.  This  disease  may,  1 
think,  generally  be  traced  to  parturition  as 
its  origin.  The  labour  has  been  laborious, 
perhaps  instruments  have  been  used  ;  for 
the  first  few  days  after  delivery  the  urine 
has  been  passed  with  difficulty,  or  the 
catheter  has  been  required,  and  then,  per- 
haps,  for  a  few  days  more  the  water  has 
flowed  without  help,  and  then  an  inconti- 
nence of  urine  has  followed,  and  this  has  been 
succeeded  by  the  escape  of  a  membranous 
substance  from  the  vagina,  which,  on  im- 
mersion in  water,  hns  been  found  to  consist 
of  a  portion  of  bladder  and  vagina,  altered 
in  consequence  of  mortification.  Under 
these  circumstances,  when  there  is  a  doubt 
on  the  mind,  the  nature  of  the  accident  may 
be  ascertained  by  a  careful  manual  exami- 
nation, when  you  will  find  that  a  commu- 
nication has  been  maiie,  by  slough,  between 
the  bladder  and  the  vngina  ;  if  the  aperture 
is  large,  it  may  be  detected  easily  by  pass- 
ing the  finger  through  the  opening,  where, 
too,  the  catheter  may  be  felt  bare,  provided 
it  have  been  passed  into  the  bladder,  along 


the  urethra,  in  the  ordinary  manner  ;  or,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  the  aperture  be  small,  it 
may  be  very  often  felt  by  a  delicate  touch, 
in  the  same  manner  as  we  may,  by  exami- 
nation, detect  the  os  uteri.  If  the  aperture 
is  so  small  that  you  cannot  discover  it  by 
manual  examination,  there  remains  one 
other  mode  by  which  the  point  may  be  as- 
certained, and  that  is  by  inspecting  the 
orifice  of  the  vagina,  and  ascertaining  whe- 
ther under  forcing  the  urine  passes  from  the 
vaginal  orifice,  or  that  of  the  urethra,  or 
from  both.  In  some  cases,  perhaps,  a  piece 
of  sponge  passed  into  the  vagina  might 
enable  us  to  determine  whether  the  urine 
really  found  its  way  into  this  canal  or  not. 
In  cases  where  much  nicety  of  discrimi- 
nation is  required,  the  practitioner  may 
employ  the  vaginal  dilator  hereafter  de- 
.  scribed  ;  and  this,  with  or  without  a  specu- 
lum, will  enable  him  to  ascertain,  with  pre- 
cision, whence  it  is  that  the  urine  is  flowing, 
and  what  is  the  size  of  the  aperture,  and 
what  is  the  situation  in  which  it  is  placed. 

Incontinence  of  urine  from  an  opening  in 
the  neck,  may  be  treated  in  two  ways  ;  by 
palliatives,  I  mean,  or  with  a  view  to  a 
fundamental  cure.  In  the  general,  women 
will  submit  to  the  trial  of  the  palliative 
means  only,  of  which  the  following  are  the 
principal :  in  the  first  p!ace  the  patient 
should!  drink  somewhat  copiously  in  the 
course  of  the  day  ;  not  at  her  meals,  how- 
ever, for  fear  she  should  disturb  the  diges- 
tive organs.  Pure  water,  toast  and  water, 
or  any  similar  beverage,  she  may  drink  freely 
so  as  to  dilute  the  urine,  and  diminish 
its  acrimony;  and  by  drinking  one  or 
two  pints  more  than  ordinary,  in  the  course 
of  the  four-and-twenty  hours — from  the  ex- 
coriation, inflammation  and  swelling,  pro- 
duced by  the  distillation  of  the  urine  over 
the  surface  of  the  vagina,  much  relief  may 
be  obtained.  A  secoud  point  of  treatment, 
of  no  small  importance,  is  that  of  great  per- 
sonal cleanliness,  and,  if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  expression,  vaginal  cleanliness ;  in  the 
same  way  that  the  hands  and  feet  are  daily, 
and  repeatedly  purified  by  ablution,  so,  too, 
this  part  of  the  body  may  be  kept  clean.  I 
would  recommend  the  patient  to  wash  the 
vagina  six  or  eight  times  iu  the  course  of 
tin-  day — three  or  four  times  certainly. 
Now  there  are  two  ways  in  which  the 
vagina  may  be  washed  with  great  nrf- 
vantage  ;  the  one  by  using  the  hip  bath, 
the  other  by  the  employment  of  the  syringe 
simply.  Proceeding  in  the  former  mode, 
the  patient  takes  her  seat  in  the  tepid  water 
of  the  hath — and  filling  with  tepid  water  a 
half-pint  syringe,  armed  with  a  tube  long 
enough  to  reach  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
vagina,  and  placed  at  a  convenient  angle 
with  the  barrel  of  the  instrument,  she 
passes  this  into  the  passage,  so  as  to  reach 
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its  superior  part  ;  and  then,  by  expelling 
the  water  briskly,  she  washes  this  part  of 
her  person  from  one  extremity  to  the 
other.  This  should  be  repeated  three  or 
four  times  in  succession,  and  the  whole 
operation  ought  to  be  performed  four  or 
five  times  in  tbe  course  of  the  day.  There 
is,  however,  yet  a  simpler  mode  in  which 
vaginal  ablution  may  be  accomplished,  and  J 
that  is,  by  the  use  of  the  syriuge  without 
the  balh,  which  will  often  be  found  to  an- | 
ewer  the  purpose  very  well.  The  patient 
may  sit  if  she  please,  but  the  recumbent 
posture  is  preferable  ;  and  by  repeated  in- 
jection with  the  syringe,  she  may  purify 
the  vagina  as  before.  In  managing  the 
practice,  it  ought  to  be  a  main  object  to 
perform  the  operation  sufficiently  often,  and 
thoroughly  well,  and  when  executed  in  this 
manner  will  be  found  to  remove  all  that  iB 
offensive  and  acrimouious  from  the  vagina, 
aud  will,  most  probably,  heal  the  surface,  if 
broken  by  superficial  ulcerations.  There  is 
yet  another  palliative  practice  which  maybe 
thought  of  in  this  very  distressing  disease, 
and  this  con  si  stsiu  the  use  of  some  instrument 
which  may  close  up,  in  the  way  of  a  plug, 
the  opening  into  the  bladder.  The  practice  is 
more  especially  recommended  by  Mr.  Barnes, 
whohaswrittenapaperon  thissubject,  which 
has  been  published  in  one  of  the  earlior  vo- 
lumes of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Transac- 
tions. We  are  advised, by  Mr.  Barnes,  to  take 
a  ball  pessary,  and  cover  one  hemisphere  of  it 
with  a  piece  of  fine,  soft  sponge,  afterwards 
sliding  the  instrument  into  the  superior  part 
of  the  vagina.  If  the  aperture  is  very  small, 
this  instrument  is  not  likely  to  be  of  much 
service  :  but  if  it  is  large  enough  to  admit  a 
finger,  ifor  instance,  then  the  sponge  will 
make  its  way  into  the  opening,  and  may  be 
expected  to  close  it.  When  the  urine  is  to 
be  passed,  the  patient  may  withdraw  the 
plug,  and  suffer  the  urine  to  flow,  afterwards 
replacing  the  instrument ;  or,  perhaps,  she 
may  be  taught  to  introduce  a  catheter ;  and 
if  she  can  perform  the  operation  well,  it 
may  render  the  removal  of  the  pessary  un- 
necessary. Here,  then,  are  the  three  pallia- 
tive measures  well  worth  your  considera- 
tion, for  the  disease  is  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tressing kind  ;  the  thorough  dilution  of  the 
water,  the  thorough  ablution  of  the  vagina, 
and  in  those  cases  where  the  aperture  is 
large,  and  which  would  seem  to  admit  of 
the  least  remedy,  the  introduction  of  a 
pessary  coated  with  sponge,  which  may 
close  the  aperture  in  the  way  of  a  plug. 
I  may  remark  here,  that  when  no  plug  is 
applied,  the  urine  may  be  retained  in  the 
bladder,  when  the  patient  is  quiet,  in  cer- 
tain positious  especially,  to  the  amount  of  a 
few  ounces.  In  these  cases,  a  part  of  the 
retentive  power  may  depend  on  the  situa- 
tion of  the  aperture,  but  more,  I  suspect,  is 


to  be  attributed  to  the  action  of  the  vagina  ; 

for  the  neck  of  the  bladder  lying  in  contact 
with  the  vagina  behind,  the  vagina,  swelling 
out  a  little,  may  press  into  the  aperture, 
and  thus  act  much  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  sponge  itself  is  designed  to  do. 

But  you  will  sometimes  be  asked,  whether 
there  are  no  means  of  radically  curing  the 
disease  ;  aud  different  propositions  have 
been  made  to  this  purpose.  If  the  disease 
be  of  very  recent  occurrence,  if,  for  ex- 
ample, you  have  attended  the  labour,  and 
have  had  the  woman  under  your  care,  when 
the  slough  comes  away,  why,  then,  by  im- 
proving the  general  health  as  much  as  may 
be,  by  keeping  a  catheter  introduced  in 
the  bladder,  lying  there,  so  as  continually 
to  draw  off  the  water  by  the  natural  pas- 
sage, (the  urethra,)  a  bottle,  or  bladder,  be- 
ing connected  with  the  other  extremity  of 
the  catheter,  you  may,  perhaps,  sometimes 
find  in  these  cases  of  slough,  that  the  part 
will  heal  and  close  up  of  itself  ;  but  certainly 
such  closures  are  of  very  rare  occurrence. 
W  here,  however,  a  slough  once  separates,  so 
as  not  merely  to  break  the  continuity,  as  in- 
cision or  rupture  mightdo,butto  remove  a  part 
of  its  substance,  1  presume  it  rarely  happens 
that  the  disease  cures  itself  in  this  way.  Of 
a  cure  of  this  kind,  I  never,  myself,  saw  a 
well-marked  case  ;  yet  this  cure  should  be 
attempted,  for  if  the  opening  be  small,  and 
a  good  deal  of  adhesive  matter  be  secreted 
now  and  then,  perhaps,  the  aperture  may 
become  closed.  Of  course,  the  less  the  blad- 
der is  disturbed  while  this  operation  is  pro- 
ceeding, the  better,  for  motion  disarranges, 
more  or  less,  the  process  of  healing.  But 
to  proceed. — In  those  cases  in  which  there 
is  an  incontinence  of  urine  produced  by  an 
aperture,  fistulous  perhaps,  and  of  small 
size,  scarcely  large  enough  to  admit  a  small 
catheter,  for  example,  it  has  been  proposed 
that  we  should  attempt  a  cure  by  means  of 
the  actual  cautery ;  and  this  method  of  treat- 
ment, I  understand,  is  adopted  in  France, 
with  success.  Mr.  Travers,  from  whom  I 
first  received  my  information,  assured  me 
that  he  had  seen  it  performed.  With  a 
good  speculum,  and  a  vaginal  dilator,  in  wo- 
men who  have  had  a  large  family,  it  is  per- 
fectly easy  to  obtain  access  to  the  superior 
part  of  the  vagina  in  front,  where  tbe  open- 
ing lies.  Nor  would  it,  I  conceive,  be  by 
any  means  difficult  to  apply  the  cauterisiug 
iron  to  the  part :  to  give  the  necessary  light, 
a  lamp  may  be  employed;  but  I  should 
presume,  that  the  iron  itself  being  luminous, 
would  emit  light  enough  for  the  necessary 
illumination  of  the  parts.  The  whole  prac- 
tice, however,  is  rough  ;  and,  as  the  disease 
admits  of  relief  by  means  of  those  mild  pal- 
liatives before  recommended,  the  cases  in 
which  it  might  be  proper  to  recommend  its 
adoption,  must  be  rare.  For  myself,  I  have 
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hitherto  had  no  experience  of  it,  and,  there* 
fore,  I  forbear  entering  into  details.  It  is 
proper  I  should  add,  that  in  one  case  in 
which  it  was  tried  by  nn  eminent  surgeon 
in  this  country,  it  failed  of  success,  but  the 
patient  suffered  no  further  injury  in  conse- 
quence ;  and  I  need  not  tell  you  that  it 
would  be  unwise  to  condemn  the  practice 
on  account  of  the  unsuccessful  termination 
of  one  solitary  case. 

Where  there  is  an  aperture  of  this  kind, 
it  has  been  proposed  that  we  should  close 
it  by  ligature  ;  and  this  extension  of  a  prin- 
ciple before  laid  down,  was  first  suggested 
by  an  esteemed  pupil,  Mr.  Preston.  Of 
this  operation  it  is,  I  think,  proper,  that 
we  should  not  lose  sight  altogether,  though 
it  would  be  found,  I  fear,  of  no  easy  per- 
formance ;  for  the  whole  space  of  surface  on 
which  we  should  have  occasion  to  operate, 
is  so  circumscribed,  that  the  application  of 
a  ligature  in  any  way  must  be  difficult ;  and 
it  would  be  still  more,  to  apply  it  without 
distressing  tlie  urethra.  These  difficulties 
ought  not  to  be  concealed  ;  but,  after  all, 
I  cannot  forbear  indulging  a  sanguine  expec- 
tation, that  if  the  ligature  could  once  be 
properly  applied,  a  speedy  closure  of  the 
aperture  would  ensue.  Remember  the  ex- 
periments already  laid  before  you,  in  which 
ligatures  were  applied  to  large  apertures 
in  the  bladder  of  the  rabbit,  with  the  effect 
of  closing  it  completely.  There  is  one  other 
practice  which  has  been  suggested,  a  rough 
one,  it  is  true,  but  which,  however,  de- 
serves a  passing  notice  from  us.  In  this 
practice  it  is  proposed,  that  in  those  cases 
in  which  there  is  a  fistulous  opening  through 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  we  should  take  an 
instrument  and  divide  the  urethra  from  one 
end  to  the  other,  care  being  taken  that  the 
fistulous  opening  shall  enter  into  the  inci- 
sion, and  form  a  part  of  it ;  smart  inflamma-  i 
tion  would  result  from  this,  but  not,  per- 
haps, more  active  than  that  produced  by  an 
operation  of  lithotomy ;  and  from  this  in- 
flammation a  closure  of  the  aperture  might 
be  expected ;  but  to  an  operation  of  this 
kind,  I  think,  that  already  suggested,  the 
actual  cautery,  I  mean,  might  be  preferable. 

So,  then,  to  bring  our  observations  here 
to  a  summary,  when  the  patient  is  anxious 
to  be  cured  radically  of  the  disease,  we  have 
these  different  means  before  us — the  divi- 
sion of  the  urethra — the  closing  of  the  aper- 
ture by  ligatures— the  use  of  the  actual 
cautery — all  of  them  uncertain — the  actual 
cautery  in  small  fistulous  opening  being, 
perhaps,  the  most  promising  remedy  of  the 
three. 

Before  I  quit  the  subject  of  inconti- 
nence, there  is  yet  one  other  variety  which 
I  ought  to  mention,  and  that  is,  the  incon- 
tinence arising  from  rupture  of  the  back 
part  of  tho  neck  of  the  bladder,  laying  it 


open  into  the  vagina;  the  opening  arising 
not  from  slough,  but  laceration.  The  way 
in  which  this  rupture  is  produced,  I  ex- 
plained to  you  in  a  former  Lecture.  During 
delivery,  the  bladder  becomes  over-charged 
with  urine,  and  the  head  of  the  child  coming1 
down  into  the  pelvis,  presses  the  bladder, 
thus  loaded,  against  the  symphysis  pubis, 
so  as  to  divide  it  into  two  chambers,  one  of 
which  lies  below  the  head  at  the  arch  of  tho 
pubis,  and  the  other  above  and  in  front.  If 
the  bladder  be  emptied  carefully  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  catheter,  no  ill  effects  en- 
sue ;  bnt  if  the  accoucheur  accomplish  the 
delivery  without  emptying  the  bladder,  tho 
head  still  pressing  down  upon  the  lower 
chamber,  it  bursts  the  bladder,  and  the 
urine  comes  away  in  a  large  gush,  giving 
the  first  indication  of  the  occurrence  of  the 
accident,  (observe  the  demonstration,)  and 
on  making  your  examination  as  soon  as  this 
gush  issues,  you  find  there  is  a  large  aper- 
ture, into  which  you  may  pass  two  or  three 
fingers.  Now,  at  the  first  sight,  this  would 
appear  to  be  an  accident,  which  scarcely 
admitted  of  a  remedy ;  and  certainly  it  is 
much  to  be  deprecated,  and  the  rather,  as  it 
may  too  often  be  attributed  to  the  bad  ma- 
nagement of  the  accoucheur.  Neverthe- 
less I  am  satisfied,  that  the  closure  of  the 
bladder  by  healing  is  by  no  means  imprac  • 
ticable  in  all  the«e  cases.  Improve  the 
general  health  as  much  as  may  be,  intro- 
duce a  catheter  into  the  bladder,  and  let  it 
be  continued  there,  so  as  to  withdraw  the 
water  continually,  and  perhaps  you  have  the 
satisfaction,  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks,  or  a  month  afterwards,  of  find* 
ing  the  parts  internally  healed.  Dilution 
of  the  urine  may  be  of  importance  here.  A 
bladder  or  a  bottle  should  be  annexed  to 
the  lower  end  of  the  catheter,  to  collect  the 
water  as  it  flows. 

And  here  I  think  it  right  to  observe,  as 
probably  you  know  already,  that  there  is  a 
wide  difference  between  this  case  and  that 
in  which  an  opening  is  produced  by  slough; 
in  slough  there  is  not  merely  tlie  aperture, 
but  the  removal  of  a  part  both  of  the  womb 
and  the  vagina ;  in  rupture,  no  substance  is 
wanting,  the  injury  being  effected  by  a 
simple  disruption  of  the  texture.  In  slough, 
too,  there  is  always  a  great  deal  of  injury  in- 
dieted  on  the  parts  contiguous,  but  in  these 
cases  of  rupture  the  injury  may  scarcely 
exceed  that  which  might  be  produced  by- 
clean  incision  with  a  knife.  Do  not,  how- 
ever, hastily  catch  up  the  notion,  that  in 
these  ruptures,  the  bladder  is  always,  or 
even  generally  healed,  for  this  I  very  much 
doubt ;  such  closures,  however,  most  un- 
doubtedly occur  sometimes,  and  *I  have 
seen  one  very  conspicuous  instance  of  it. 
A  woman,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
metropolis,  for  it  is  well  to  relate  an  illus> 
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trative  case  of  this  kind,  under  smart  labour, 
was  delivered  by  the  lever,  with  no  small 
violence,  according  to  her  own  report ;  and 
when  the  child's  head  was  libeiated  from  the 
pelvis,  the  perineum  was  torn,  and  a  copious 
gush  of  the  water  issued,  and  from  this 
she  laboured  under  incontinence  ;  the  wa- 
ter issuing  continually,  and  the  parts  be- 
coming excoriated,  inflamed,  and  swelled. 
A  friend  of  mine,  a  verv  excellent  accou- 
cheur, being  called  at  length  to  see  this 
case,  he  found  her  with  the  urine  still  flowing, 
and  .labouring  under  a  great  deal  of  exco- 
riation and  irritation  in  the  vagina  and  parts 
adjacent,  and,  led  by  these  circumstances, 
he  instituted  an  examination,  when  he  per- 
ceived an  aperture  in  the  bladder,  which  he 
requested  me  also  to  investigate,  when  I 
plainly  found  a  rupture  of  length  suffi- 
cient to  have  admitted  two  or  three  fingers 
at  once.  This  woman  I  subsequently  ex- 
amined with  more  care,  for  I  was  subpoenaed 
to  give  evidence  respecting  the  case,  as  it 
became  the  subject  of  legal  investigation ; 
and  some  time  aft«r  I  had  made  the  first  ex- 
amination I  saw  her  again,  and,  on  mak- 
ing further  examination,  I  found  the  neck 
of  the  bladder  was  completely  closed,  and 
the  woman  could  then  retaiu  her  urine  suffi- 
ciently well,  though  not  with  the  same 
power  as  before  the  accident  occurred.  Now 
here  is  a  case  which,  after  considerable  ex- 
perience, I  examined  with  more  than  ordi- 


making  an  incision  into  any  part  of  the 
lungs  was  observed,  on  the  least  pressure, 
to  ooze  out  from  their  tissue.  The  stomach 
did  not  contain  the  least  particle  of  the  fluid. 
In  two  bodies,  which  two  days  after  death 
were  placed  iu  the  mixture  for  about  forty 
minutes,  it  had  entered  the  trachea  as  far 
as  its  division,  and  no  trace  of  it  could  bo 
found  in  the  stomach.  Two  important  con- 
clusions appear  to  result  from  these  experi- 
ments : 

1.  The  presence  of  water  in  the  bronchia 
and  tissue  of  the  lungs,  is  no  sufficient  proof 
of  the  body's  having,  during  life,  been  im- 
mersed in  water,  as  is  asserted  by  several 
writers  on  forensic  medicine. 

t.  The  fluid  does  not  penetrate  after 
death  into  the  stomach,  and  its  presence  in 
this  organ  affords  considerable  ground  of 
suspicion  of  the  body's  having  been  during 
life  immersed  under  water,  provided  there 
be  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  swallowed 
before,  or  injected  after  the  immersion.— 
Journ.  de  Chim.  Midic. 


ON  THE     DISEASES    TO  WHICH    THE  WORK- 
MEN   IN    TOBACCO  MANUFACTORIES  ARK 
SUBJECT. 

By  M.  Pointe  of  Lyons. 


This  little  treatise  may  be  considered  as 
.  a  valuable  supplement  to  Rsramaztni's  ce- 
nary  attention,  and  where,  though  at  first  j  lebrated  work  on  the  casual  relation  which 
twoor  three  fingera  were  introduced  through!  exists  between  different  trades  and  occu- 
pations and  several  diseases.    We  presume 
that  a  brief  account  of  it  will  be  of  interest 
to  our  readers. 

The  number  of  workmen  who  were  the 
subject  of  M .  Poin  te's  observations,  amounted 
to  five  hundred ;  they  were  employed  at  one 
manufactory,  and,  although  occupied  in 
different  ways,  were  all  of  them  in  conti- 
nual contact  with  tobacco.  The  affections 
to  which  they  seemed  subject,  were  prin- 
cipally pulmonary  consumption,  inflamma- 
tion of  the  eyes,  anthrax,  and  furuncles, 
the  two  latter  of  which  generally  appeared 
orf  the  trunk,  were  extremely  tedious,  aud 
unless  the  occupation  of  the  patient  was 
changed,  hardly  ever  admitted  of  a  perma- 
nent cure ;  but  the  affection  which  seemed 
to  prevail  roost  was  purpura  hemorrhagica, 
and  a  disposition  to  scurvy.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  tobacco 
The  latest  experiments  of  M.  Orfila  on  '  manufacturers,  in  some  degree,  appear  to  be 
tliis  subject,  st  em  to  prove  that  after  death  !  exempt  from  certain  affections,  viz.  inter- 
tlie  liquid  penetrates  into  thy  smallest  rami- ;  initteuts  and  scrofula,  which  are  very  com- 
fictitious  of  the  bronchia.  In  a  body,  which  ,  mon  nmoni;  the  inhabitants  of  Lyons,  the 
thirty-six  hours  after  death  hail  for  six  hours  ^  latter  being  remarkably  prevalent  in  other 
and  a  halt'  U.v»  plncod  in  a  bnthing-tub,  manufactories,  especially  in  thosn  of  silk, 
fiilcd  with  \va:.>r,  with  which  eijit  pounds  Itch,  against  which  tobacco  has  often  been 
of  powdered  iiuimal  charcoal  had  been  asset  ted  to  possess  prophylactic  powers,  was 
mixed,  the  coloured  fluid  was  found  in  the  very  frequent ;  but  trembling  and  nervous 
extreme  bronchial  ramifications,  aud  on  affections,  to  which  persons  who  are  much 


the  opening  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder, 
a  complete  closure  was  at  last  accomplished. 
The  cure  was  obtained  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended, by  introducing  a  catheter  and  keep- 
ing it  there,  a  bottle  being  affixed  to  its  in- 
ferior extremity,  and  the  urine  being  in 
this  manner  withdrawn  continually  by  the 
natural  canal.  Of  course  the  general  health 
was  made  the  subject  of  attention. 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 

ON  ASPHYXIA  FROM  SUBMERSION. 

By  M.  Orfila. 
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in  contact  with  narcotics  are  said  to  be 
very  liable,  waa  in  no  instance  observed  as 
the  effect  of  continued  employment  in  the 
manufactory  in  question. 

METHOD  OF  OBTAINIVO  PORE  CRYSTALS 
Or  CARBON. 

In  the  sitting  of  the  Academiedes  Sciences, 
on  the  3d  of  November,  M.  Gannal  gave  an 
account  of  his  researches  on  a  method  of 
obtaining  crystals  of  carbon,  by  means  of 
the  action  of  phosphorus  on  the  carburet  of 
sulphur.  The  latter  substance  being  placed 
in  a  retort  and  covered  with  a  small  quan- 
tity of  water,  a  few  pieces  of  phosphorus 
were  introduced,  and  brought  into  contact 
with  the  carburet ;  the  phosphorus  immedi- 
ately melted,  and  was  precipitated  in  a 
liquid  state,  so  that  the  contents  of  the 
retort  were  separated  into  three  strata  ;  the 
fluid  being  now  shaken  became  of  a  milk 
colour,  but  when  left  quiet,  soon  separated 
into  two  strata,  the  uppermost  of  which 
was  water,  the  lower  phosphuretof  sulphur  ; 
and  these  on  a  closer  examination  were 
found  to  be  divided  by  a  thin  layer  of  white 
powdery  substance,  which,  when  exposed 
to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  produced  the  colours 
of  the  prism.  Encouraged  by  the  success 
of  this  experiment,  M.  Gannal  repeated  it 
on  a  larger  scale  ;  the  quantity  of  water, 
phosphorus,  and  carburet  of  sulphur,  used 
in  the  second  experiment,  was  eight  ounces 
of  each  ;  the  three  substances  having  sepa- 
rated were  left  at  rest,  and  after  twenty- 
four  hours  a  very  thin  pellicle,  consisting  of 
a  white  powder,  formed  between  the  water 
and  the  carburet  of  sulphur,  and  presented 
several  centres  of  cryatalization.  After 
some  days  this  pellicle  had  considerably 
enlarged,  at  the  same  time  the  separation 
of  the  two  lower  strata  became  less  marked, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  three  months  they 
appeared  to  form  one  mass.  The  crystalized 
substance  was  removed  from  the  phoaphuret 
of  sulphur  with  some  difficulty  on  account 
of  the  great  inflammability  of  the  two  sub- 
stances. The  crystals  were  found  to  pro- 
duce the  colours  of  the  prism,  and  the  largest 
of  them,  which  were  the  size  of  a  millet 
seed,  when  shown  to  M.  Champigny,  a 
jeweller  of  great  experience,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  real  diamonds. 

<  In  the  sitting  of  the  Academie  Royale  on 
the  24th  of  November,  M.  Thenard  gave 
the  results  of  his  chemical  examinations  of 
these  supposed  diamonds,  which  he  found  to 
consist  entirely  of  silica,  and  when  brought 
into  contact  with  oxygen  and  submitted  to 
the  action  of  a  voltaic  pile,  to  afford  no  car* 
bonic  acid.  M.  Arago  stated  also,  that 
light  waa  polarised  under  a  very  different 
angle  from  that  observed  in  the  diamond. 


BRONCHOCELE. 

LIGATURE  OV  THE  VPTtfL  THYROID  AR- 
TERY, AND  THE  COMMON  CAROTID  1W 
BRONCHOCELE. 

Fred.  Gerecht,  ajtat.  f  9,  of  a  strong  consti- 
tution,  had  been  from  his  fourteenth  year 
affected  with  bronchocele  ;  and  this  having 
latterly  attained  such  a  size,  as  to  render 
any  exertion  impossible,  he  applied  to 
M.  Laugenbeck,  of  Gottingen,  with  the 
hope  of  being  freed  from  his  deformity  by  a 
surgical  operation.  The  whole  gland  waa 
considerably  enlarged,  and  had'  a  strong 
pulsation,  particularly  over  the  right  upper 
thyroid  artery,  which  was  very  superficial, 
and  was  as  large  as  the  common  carotid  ; 
the  left  thyroid  artery  was  less  enlarged, 
and  more  deep  seated;  from  both  vessels 
numerous  branches  ran  over,  and  entered 
the  enlarged  gland.  The  tumour  was  very 
tense,  and  its  temperature  considerably 
augmented ;  the  voice  of  the  patient  was 
hoarse,  and  respiration  was  rendered  ex* 
tremely  difficult  by  the  least  exertion.  In 
order  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  the 
tumour,  M.  Laugenbeck  determined  upon 
tying,  first,  the  upper  thyroid  artery  of  the 
right  side  ;  and  in  case  this  should  not  have 
the  expected  effect,  upon  subsequently  per- 
forming the  same  operation  on  the  left  side. 
A  few  days  after  the  operation,  which,  from 
the  superficial  situation  of  the  vessel,  pre- 
sented no  difficulty,  the  patient  was  able  to 
leave  his  bed  ;  the  pulsation  and  tension  of 
the  tumour  had  somewhat  subsided,  but  its 
size  was  unchanged.  On  the  eleventh  day  a 
considerable  haemorrhage  took  place  from 
the  wound,  which,  though  soon  arrested  by 
means  of  eold  water  and  compression,  re- 
turned within  two  days  with  such  violence, 
as  to  throw  the  patient  into  a  state  of  the 
greatest  exhaustion  ;  so  that  on  its  recur- 
rence a  third  time,  M.  Laugenbeck  resolved 
upon  immediately  tying  the  common  carotid 
above  the  omohyoid  muscle ;  the  humor* 
rhage  was  instautlv  stopped,  and  the  pa- 
tient, who  had  borne  the  operation  with 
great  firmness,  was,  (apparently  in  a  favour- 
able state,  removed  to  his  bed.)  where  he, 
however,  within  a  short  time,  fell  into  a  state 
of  stupor ;  his  countenance  was  pale,  the  eyes 
were  closed,  and  the  pupils  immoveable ;  he 
seemed  deaf,  and  it  was  only  by  frequently 
repeating  the  question,  that  any  answer 
could  be  elicited ;  all  motory  powers,  ex- 
cept those  of  the  involuntary  muscles,  ap- 
peared extinct ;  respiration  was  natural ; 
the  pulse  very  small ;  the  stools  and  urine 
were  passed  involuntarily.  The  comatose 
state  of  the  patient  gradually  increased,  and 
he  died  thirty-four  hours  after  the  opera- 
tion. 

On  examination,  the  right  cerebral  hemi- 
sphere was  covered  with  lymph  ;  its  vessels 
were  of  natural  size  ;  those  of  the  left  side. 
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where  no  trace  of  exudation  could  b«  found, 
were  distended  with  blood  ;  the  right  late- 
ral ventricle  contained  a  email  quantity  of 
serum  ;  the  right  carotid  was  firmly  attach* 
ed  to  the  surrounding  cellular  tissue,  and  to 
the  pneumo-gastric  nerve,  the  substance  of 
which  was  somewhat  more  dense  than 
usual ;  the  internal  coat  of  the  artery,  which 
was  circularly  divided  by  the  ligature,  was 
of  a  bright  red  colour,  and  its  cavity,  from 
the  ligature  to  the  origin  of  the  upper 
thyroid  artery,  was  filled  with  coagulum ; 
below  the  ligature  the  coagulum  extended 
into  the  innominata ;  the  thyroid  artery 
had  also  only  its  internal  coat  divided  be- 
tween the  ligature  and  the  thyroid  gland  ;  a 
coagulum  was  found,  which  adhered  loosely 
to  the  parietes  of  the  vessel  ;  the  process 
of  adhesive  inflammation  had  apparently 
been  very  incomplete,  which,  probably, 
arose  from  the  following  anomalous  distribu- 
tion of  the  vessels  ;  the  common  carotid,  in- 
stead of  dividing  into  the  external  and  inter- 
nal, divided  into  the  latter  and  the  upper  thy- 
roid artery,  which  furnished  all  the  branches 
generally  arising  from  the  external  carotid  ; 
the  ligature  had  been  applied  near  the  ori- 
gin of  one  of  tht-se  branches,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  continual  afflux  of  blood  pre- 
vented the  occlusion  of  the  artery.  The 
bronchoceie  was  partly  of  a  spongy  texture, 
similar  to  the  corpus  cavernosum  penis, 
and  partly  cellular  and  compact,  cartilagi- 
nous, in  some  places  even  osseous ;  the 
branches  of  the  thyroid  arteries  were  con- 
siderably enlarged ;  most  of  those  proceed- 
ing from  the  upper  right  thyroid  were  ob- 
literated.— Neue  Jiibliotk.furChirurg. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL- 

Caleuhu  in  the  Ureter. 

Mb.  Garbett  Dillon  gives  an  account 
of  a  post-mortem  examination,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  a  stone  of  about  the  size  of  | 
a  chestnut,  "  with  a  small  segment  of  it 
looking,  as  it  were,  into  the  cavity  of  the 
bladder,"  was  found  in  the  extremity  of  the 
ureter.  The  patient  was  known  to  have 
calculus  while  living,  ss  the  stone  was 
readily  felt  with  the  sound  ;  and  the  opera- 
tion had  been  frequently  proposed  by  many  j 
eminent  surgeons,  but  the  patient  had  not 
sufficient  courage  to  submit  to  it.  From  the 
curious  position  of  the  calculus,  Mr.  Dillon 
is  led  to  remark,  that  *'  had  this  patient 
submitted,  to  the  operation,  the  surgeon 
would  have  been  placed  in  a  most  awkward 
situation."  To  this,  we  assent ;  but  pro- 
bably, in  the  hands  of  tome  surgeons,  the 
situation  of  the  patient  would  have  been 
still  more  awkward. 


ON  the  contemplated  projects  por  sup- 
plying SUBJECTS  FOR  DISSECTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Dear  Sir, — The  importance  of  such  a 
question,  as  the  proposed  Bcheine  for  pro- 
viding the  schools  with  anatomical  mate- 
rials,  which  has  set  so  many  pens  in  motion, 
would  have  made  me  pause  before  delivering 
an  opinion,  if  my  dissent  from  the  views  of 
the  majority  of  those  writers  who  have 
treated  this  topic,  did  not  at  once  determine 
my  silence,  through  the  fear  of  appearing 
singular.  The  receipt,  however,  of  the  evi- 
dence elicited  on  this  subject  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Confmons,  and  the 
Report  drawn  up  by  that  body,  accompanied 
by  a  request  to  state  how  the  project 
recommended  in  that  Report  would  affect 
the  interests  of  the  anatomical  schools  of 
Dublin,  leaves  me  no  other  alternative  than 
obedience  to  your  wishes,  and  the  misfor- 
tune, of  course,  of  being  considered  an  "  ec- 
centric." You  will  not,  I  presume,  imagine 
that  I  disrespect  your  flattering  commission, 
or  that  I  merely  shun  the  toils  of  such  a 
task,  when  I  decline  a  formal  digest,  or 
examination,  of  the  contents  of  this  inte- 
resting volume.  Besides  your  own  masterly 
condensation  of  these  documents,  I  have 
not  seen  an  English  or  Scotch  newspaper,  or 
periodical,  weekly,  monthly,  or  quarterly, 
in  which  a  summary  of  them  was  not  given. 
To  add,  therefore,  to  the  number  of  these 
analyses,  would,  I  conceive,  justly  subject 
me  to  the  proverbial  sarcasm  of  "  import- 
ing coals  to  Newcastle."  The  Irish  press 
alone  has  been  dumb  on  the  question,  and 
I  do  not  regret  this  additional  instance  of 
its  taciturnity  on  matters  of  utility  to  the 
country ;  for,  as  I  shall  confine  myself  prin- 
cipally to  an  examination  of  the  contem- 
plated projects  in  relation  to  the  school  of 
Dublin,  I  shall  have  the  consolation  of  not 
being  confronted  by  the  contradictory  tes- 
timony of  persons,  who  might  be  supposed 
as  well  informed  on  Irish  affairs  as  myself, 
and  more  competent  to  express  their  in- 
formation with  rhetorical  effect.  As  usual, 
therefore,  I  shall  make  "  Home,  sweet 
home  f "  the  focus  of  my  speculations ;  if  any 
of  them  Bhould,  by  chance,  apply  to  other 
places,  let  those  places  profit  by  them  ; 
but  such  of  them  as  may  not,  I  trust  will 
not  be  deemed  erroneous,  merely  because 
they  do  not  fit  circumstances  for  which  they 
were  never  intended.  The  shoe,  you  know, 
which  sits  easy  on  the  foot  of  a  dwarf,  may 
pinch  the  toes  of  a  giant ;  so  the  observa- 
tions which  may  be  true  of  one  country, 
become  false  by  translation  to  another, 
without  an  error  in  logic,  or  a  breach  of 
veracity  in  the  writer.  1  am  thus  particular 
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in  pointing  out  tlie  objects  of  this  paper,  to 
avoid,  if  possible,  the  imputation  of  schism 
from  the  fashionable  doctrines  of  the  day ; 
and  because  1  understand  you  have,  in 
London,  a  certain  set  of  men  called  "  Jour* 
nalists,"  who  would  be  happy  to  mesh  me 
in  their  nets,  not  for  sake  of  the  fish,  as  I 
have  learned  from  an  experience  .of  their 
friendly  intentions  towards  me,  but  purely 
from  the  pleasure  of  pointing  out  its  bad 
qualities. 

The  multifarious  opinions  set  afloat  on 
this  question  by  Parliament  and  the  press, 
all  converge,  1  perceive,  in  the  single  project 
of  procuring  subjects,  by  a  repeal  of  that 
statute  which  subjects,  as  an  additional 
mark  of  infamy,  the  bodies  of  executed 
murderers  to  dissection.;  and  by  the  enact- 
ment of  auother  statute,  for  the  appropria- 
tion of  all  bodies  unclaimed  after  a  certain 
time,  for  the  uses  of  the  anatomist.  The 
first  of  these  propositions  assumes,  that  if 
this  statute  were  repealed,  the  prejudices 
against  anatomical  pursuits  would  be  so  far 
diminished,  that  persons  would  leave,  and 
that  their  surviving  friends  would  permit, 
their  bodies  to  be  dissected  after  death.  If 
the  repeal  of  this  statute  did  not  produce 
these  effects,  I  confess  I  neither  understand 
the  grounds  on  which  so  much  importance 
has  been  attached  to  the  obliteration  of  this 
ordinance,  nor  see  how  it  would  multiply 
the  resources  of  the  anatomist.  The  advo- 
cates of  the  measure  are  all  positive  on  this 
point,  and  assert  that  it  will :  here  my  dis- 
sent from  the  crowd  commences,  and  from 
none  of  them  with  so  much  diffidence  as 
from  you,  who  expect  such  salutary  con- 
sequences to  flow  from  the  extinction  of 
this  statute.  The  utility  of  the  proposed 
repeal  of  the  statute  depends,  I  think,  en- 
tirely on  the  fact,  whether  the  same  pre  • 
judices  which  exist  at  present  against  dis- 
section, were  felt  before  the  enactment  of 
the  inculpated  law? — for,  if  they  existed 
previously  to  the  passing  of  this  statute, 
how  then  can  its  repeal  remove  what  it  did 
not  create  ?  The  reasons  for  believing  that 
these  feelings  were  entertained  anterior  to 
the  operation  of  this  law,  are  so  strong  and 
numerous,  that  one  [or  two  of  them  will 
suffice.  The  further,  for  instance,  we  trace 
back  the  history  of  the  human  mind,  the 
more  powerful  will  its  disgust  against  dis- 
section be  found  ;  so  that,  if  we  compart- 
any  given  period  in  the  history  of  man  with 
the  state  of  his  feelings  on  dissection  since 
the  enactment  of  this  law,  it  will  be  found, 
that,  contrary  to  the  assumption  of  the 
advocates  of  its  repeal,  these  feelings  have 
really  diminished  instead  of  being  increas- 
ed. The  principle,  too,  on  which  the  law 
itself  was  enacted,  is  a  proof  of  the  correct- 
ness of  this  opinion  ;  the  Legislature  passed 
it  for  the  purpose  of  operating  on  an  esta- 


blished feeling,  and  not  for  creating  a  new 
one.  That  this  was  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  is  pretty  certain,  even  allowing 
for  the  occasional  oversights  of  that  illus- 
trious body  ;  for,  otherwise,  we  must  sup* 
pose  them  guilty  of  the  extreme  absurdity 
of  imagining,  that  the  wretch  who  could 
deliberate  on  the  destruction  of  his  fellow 
man,  would  be  deterred  from  his  purpose, 
by  the  fear  of  a  disgrace,  to  which  he  or 
others  were  insensible,  while  in  a  state  of 
innocence.  This  would  be  rather  too  much, 
even  from  the  "  Collective  Wisdom"  of 
the  empire  ;  but  to  do  them  justice,  they 
certainly  were  not  guilty  of  this  blunder  ; 
they  made  this  law  on  the  false  hypothesis, 
that  as  honest  men  have  a  horror  of  dis- 
section, the  murderer  might  be  actuated  by 
a  similar  motive,  ond  be  prevented  from  the 
commission  of  crime,  by  the  certainty  of 
this  posthumous  punishment  being  inflicted. 
In  their  general  opinion  of  the  feelings  of 
mankind,  they  were  right ;  in  its  applica- 
tion to  particular  individuals  they  were 
wrong ;  for  it  does  not  follow  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  because  one,  who,  by 
way  of  illustration,  may  be  called  Virtue, 
fears  dissection,  that  another,  called  Vice, 
will  be  actuated  by  any  such  apprehensions 
at  all.  To  suppose  that  a  man  who  coolly 
entertains  the  design  of  murder,  will  fling 
from  his  hands  the  dagger  or  the  bowl,  on 
reflecting  on  the  prospect  of  being  dissected, 
is  as  absurd,  as  to  imagine,  that  the  same  in- 
dividual would  swallow  a  camel,  and  be 
choked  by  a  gnat.  In  all  probability,  no 
murderer's  hand  was  ever  stayed  by  such  a 
consideration ;  but  as  we  have  no  authen- 
tic confessions  from  speculative  assassins, 
the  analysis  of  their  feelings  must  be  mere  ■ 
matter  of  conjecture.  We  only  know  the 
naked  fact,  that  a  much  more  powerful  mo- 
tive in  such  deliberations,  the  fear  of  death 
itself,  is  so  far  neutralized  by  the  hope  of 
escaping  it,  that  the  number  of  murders 
now,  are  pretty  much  the  same  they  ever 
were  in  similar  conditions  of  society.  It  is 
true,  perhaps,  that  this  foolish  statute  may 
have  made  the  prejudice  against  dissection 
darker,  by  a  shade  or  two  of  sentimental 
colouring ;  but  admitting  this  increase  of 
hostility  to  anatomical  pursuits  to  have 
taken  place  in  consequence  of  tins  law,  it  is 
surely  too  much  to  expect  that  its  repeal 
will  reduce  public  prejudice  below  that 
level  from  which  it  cnused  it  to  ascend. 
The  truth  is,  that  this  antipathy  to  anatomy 
lies  deeper  than  the  leaves  of  the  statute 
book:  its  source  is  to  be  found  in  tho  dis- 
positions of  human  nature  itself.  It  re- 
quires n  nicer  perception  of  metaphysical 
distinctions,  than  usually  falls  to  tho  lot  of 
the  multitude,  to  dissociate  the  present  from 
the  future,  to  confine  the  operation  of  feel- 
ing within  those  liiniU  in  which  it  can  be 
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exerted  with  effect;  and  tboc  to  restrain 
the  influence  of  that  strongest  of  all  humsu 
passions,  self-preservation .  which,  tran- 
scending the  boundaries  of  life,  instinctively 
stands  sentinel  over  that  system,  of  which  it 
was  the  protector  even  in  its  ruins.  Such 
feelings  are  not  exclusively  possessed  by 
man  ;  they  are  common  even  to  the  inferior 
nnimals.  A  horse  will  avoid,  against  the 
Be r ere  remonstrance  of  the  whip  and  spur, 
the  presence  of  the  corse  of  one  of  his  own 
species  ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt,  if 
he  possessed  the  power  of  generalising  his 
ideas,  the  deficiency  of  which,  according  to 
Locke,  places  him  at  such  an  immeasurable 
distance  beneath  his  rider,  that  he  would 
never  stand  tamely  by,  at  the  dissection  of  a 
dead  brother  of  the  stud.  I  have  repeat- 
edly asked  men,  by  way  of  experiment, 
whom  1  considered  the  least  susceptible  of 
such  impressions  from  their  temperament 
and  avocations,  whether  they  would  suf- 
fer the  body  of  a  deceased  friend,  or 
relative,  to  be  lacerated  by  a  parcel  of 
boys  in  a  public  dissecting-room  ?  and 
they  invariably  answered  me  that  they 
would  not.  I  am  aware  that  in  the  city 
in  which  1  am  writing,  there  is  a  do- 
cument containing  the  names  of  several 
self-devoted  subjects  to  dissection,  which 
might  be  opposed  to  the  existence  of  those 
feelings  for  which  1  contend — I  allude,  of 
course,  to  Mr.  Macartney,  of  our  university, 
and  his  stoical  disciples.  The  doctor,  how- 
ever, and  his  candidates  for  the  honour  of  an 
anatomical  sepulture,  are  not  the  woild  of 
which  we  are  now  speaking  ;  but  a  very 
insignificant  fraction  of  it,  which  scarcely 
need  be  tukeu  into  the  account.  Had  the 
learned  Professor,  instead  of  opening  a 
registry  for  the  enrolment  of  the  names 
of  persons  volunteering  their  bodies  for  the 
advancement  of  science,  proposed  a  trip  to 
the  moon,  there  can  be  very  little  doubt  but, 
like  all  enthusiasts,  he  would  have  his  fol- 
lowers, and  that  every  seat  in  the  first 
balloon  that  he  launched  for  that  planet, 
would  be  taken  by  companions  as  eccentric 
as  himself.  The  only  thing  which  this  do- 
cument proves  is,  that  there  are  some 
sixty  or  seventy  persons  who  differ  from  the 
rest  of  maukind  ;  for  any  other  use  that  can 
be  made  of  it,  against  the  arguments  which 
have  been  here  advanced,  it  may,  I  think, \ 
be  fairly  lodged  in  Mr. Macartney's  museum,  j 
amoug  the  "  morbid  preparations  of  the  ■ 
brain,"  from  which  it  would  seem  to  have) 
emanated.  The  example  of  France  has  been  ' 
adduced  as  a  poworful  reason  r.tr  the  re-  • 
peal  of  this  law.  It  is  true,  that  this  law  ' 
does  not  exist  in  France,  and  that  subjects 
are  plentiful  there  ;  but  these  circumstances, 
1  conceive,  are  not  connected  by  the  relation 
of  cause  ami  effect.  There  are  various  con- 
curring causes  to  which  such  aa  abundant 


supply  of  subjects,  may  more  justly  be 
attributed,  than  to  the  absence  of  any  such 
law.  The  French  nation,  generally, feel  as 
strong  a  disgust  against  dissection  as  the 
English,  or  any  other  people,  if  I  am  in- 
formed rightly  :  but  tbey  submit  to  it,  as 
they  do  to  other  inconveniencies  imposed 
by  the  law,  not  from  choice,  but  through 
coercion.  And  with  respect  to  the  boasted 
supply  of  subjects  iu  Paris,  I  have  this 
season  received  several  letters  from  stu- 
dents residing  there,  stating  that  subjects 
were  much  more  readily  procured  at  home, 
where  the  obnoxious  statute  is  in  full  ope- 
ration, and  no  unclaimed  bodies  aro  appro- 
priated for  the  schools.  Prsy  observe,  that 
in  analysing  this  proposition,  I  am  not  con- 
tending for  the  permanence  of  this  law,  but 
opposing  the  exaggerated  effects  expected 
from  its  abolition.  As  a  preventive  against 
crime,  totally  inoperative,  and  a  possible 
generator  of  additional  prejudice  against 
dissection,  it  ought  to  be  expunged  from  the 
statute  book.  My  views  extend  no  farther 
than  a  belief,  that  its  repeal  will  not  increase 
the  present  supply,  by  a  single  subject  in  the 
year ;  and  that  neither  by  the  abolition  of 
this,'  nor  by  the  enactment  of  any  other, 
law,  will  the  inhabitants  of  these  countries 
be  so  far  familiaiized  with  dissection,  as  to 
leave  their  own  bodies,  or  their  surviving 
friends  to  suffer  them,  to  be  dissected  after 
death.  The  little  which  I  have  read,  has 
certainly  made  my  faith  strong  in  the  doci- 
lity of  mankind,  and  their  susceptibility  to 
be  influenced  by  the  most  opposite  circum- 
stances. The  invention  alone  of  the 
Decalogue  by  Lycurgus,  and  a  five  hundred 
years  obedience  to  his  unnatural  code,  in 
which  all  the  cardinal  virtues  of  our  system, 
were  the  vices  forbidden  by  his,  are  almost 
sufficient  to  prove  that  men,  instead  of  think- 
ing it  inoffensive  to  dissect  each  other  after 
death,  might,  by  education,  be  taught  to 
consider  it  a  very  laudable  act  to  devour 
each  other  alive.  Yet,  admitting  this  won- 
derful plasticity  of  the  human  intellect, 
the  religion,  education,  and  habits,  of  the 
people  of  these  islands,  will  prevent  them, 
I  imagine,  from  being  ever  reconciled  to 
dissection,  without  a  total  devolution  in  the 
present  xnorr.1  system.  «b 

The  second  proposition,  or  that  by  which 
it  is  intended  to  supply  the  schools  by  the 
appropriation  of  uncluimed  bodies,  is  also 
encumbered  by  some  doubtful  contingencies, 
which  seem  to  have  escaped  the  observa- 
tion of  those  who  have  so  dogmatically  de- 
cided on  its  efficiency.  The  conviction  of 
all  the  professional  men  examined  on  this 
point,  and  the  returns  of  unclaimed  bodies 
laid  before  the  Committee,  are  fearful  odds 
against  the  suspicions  of  one  individual.  I 
feel  the  force  of  the  opposition,  and  yield  so 
far  as  this  question  has  been  settled,  with 
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respect  to  the  demand  and  supply  in  London 
and  Edinburgh,  reserving  to  myself  the 
right  of  expecting  some  defects,  in  the 
working  of  the  proposed  system.  With 
respect  to  the  school  of  Dublin,  the  esti- 
mate is,  by  general  consent,  deemed  per- 
fectly erroneous.  One  fact,  it  is  said,  is 
worth  a  thousand  assertions.  There  is  in 
this  city  a  very  large  pauper  asylum, 
containing,  generally,  between  two  and 
three  thousand  inmates,  called  the  House 
of  Industry.  In  this  vast  repository  of 
misery,  every  grade  of  human  wretchedness 
finds  its  last  home.  In  a  city  second  to 
London  in  point  of  population,  and  in  a 
country  the  worst  politically  circumstanced 
in  Europe,  the  majority  of  whose  inhabi- 
tants have  been  denominated,  in  a  parlia- 
mentary return,  as  u  vagrauts,"  or  beggars ; 
it  may  well  be  supposed  tbat,  in  a  refuge  of 
this  kind,  there  must  many  die  who  come 
under  the  operation  of  the  contemplated 
law.  There  ia,  partly  in  connexion  with 
tins  establishment,  a  private  anatomical 
school,  and  not  the  largest  either  of  its 
kind  in  Dublin,  which  receives  all  the  un- 
claimed bodies  of  this  charity  ;  and  what  is 
the  fact? — an  ample  supply,  of  course,  will 
be  the  answer  of  the  advocates  for  appro- 
priation. Now  the  very  reverse  is  the 
fact ;  this  large  pauper  asylum  does  not  half 
supply  this  small  private  school,  its  pro- 
prietors being  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
the  ordinary  means,  of  procuring  dead  bodies 
by  exhumation.  Besides  this  principal  source 
for  obtaining  unclaimed  bodies,  there  are 
but  two  or  three  others  which  would  fur- 
nish subjects  to  any  amount  worth  notice. 
These  are  the  Old  Alan's  Hospital,  and  the 
Hospital  lor  Foundlings;  but  as  the  gover- 
nors of  these  institutions  possess  the  right 
of  disposing  of  those  who  die  in  them,  and 
exercise  this  right  at  the  expense  of  the 
funds  of  these  institutions,  I  doubt  much 
whether  any  law  could  compel  them  to  give 
such  bodies,  in  the  establishments  over  which 
they  preside.  1  suspect  the  governors 
would  not,  at  least,  do  so  voluntarily. 
With  respect  to  the  supply  that  might  be 
expected  from  the  medical  and  surgical 
hospitals,  an  attendance  for  years  iu  each 
of  them  ei.'Mes  me  to  say — first,  the  num- 
ber is  very  Inconsiderably  supplied  by  the 
largest  of  them;  and,  secondly,  that  such 
bodies,  in  despite  of  all  law,  would  be,  as  they 
now  are,  monopolised  and  dissected  by  the 
apprentices  of  the  surgeons  to  these  several 
institutions."  Take  a  subject,  indeed,  out  of 
an  hospital  in  Dublin,  to  add  to  a  common 
stock  !  No,  no,  we  manage  affairs  in  Ire- 
land  in  another  way.  The  moment  such 
a  God-send  would  appear  in  an  hospital 
here,  under  the  new  law,  the  most  fashion- 
able coxcomb  among  Mr.  Cusack's  appren- 
tices would  instantly  put  on  crape,  and 


claim  the  dead  beggar-man  as  one  of  "  bis 

thirteen  poor  relations,"  where,  you  know, 
the  roots  of  the  loftiest  genealogical  tree 
ultimately  terminate.  The  number  of  un- 
claimed bodies  to  be  derived  from  these 
combined  sources  in  our  city  would,  I 
grant,  be  something  considerable  j  but  when 
compared  with  the  demand,  or  with  the 
actual  consumption,  to  any  one  acquainted 
with  the  myological  statistics  of  Dublin,  it 
would  appear  but  as  a  drop  to  the  ocean. 
There  are,  for  example,  at  present,  in  Dub* 
lin,  upwards  of  five  hundred  dissecting 
pupils ;  allowing  each  of  them  the  lowest 
quantity  stated  by  those  examined  on  the 
question,  that  is  three  subjects  each,  they 
would,  of  course,  require  tkteen  hundred,  u 
number  of  unclaimed  bodies  which  would, 
I  think,  not  he  supplied  by  all  Dublin,  not 
in  one  year,  but  even  in  ten.  The  number 
of  dead  bodies  consumed  alone  in  Dublin 
each  season,  not  to  include  those  exported, 
cannot  be  less  than  from  fifteen  hundred  to 
two  thousand  ;  not  one-tenth  of  this  quan- 
tity could  be  procured  by  any  other  rueana 
than  those  at  present  in  use,  the  evils  of 
which  have,  like  the  other  circumstances  of 
the  proposed  laws,  been  grossly  exag- 
gerated. If  you  compare  this  vast  supply 
of  subjects,  with  the  rarity  of  the  instances 
in  which  public  feeling  is  outraged  by  ex- 
humation, as  conducted  in  Ireland,  1  think 
you  will  agree  with  me,  that  the  good 
greatly  preponderates  over  the  evil  of  the 
system.  Exhumation,  in  fact,  if  performed 
with  the  necessary  secrecy,  is,  perhaps,  the 
best  of  all  ways  to  avoid  offending  the  feel- 
ings of  the  public.  It  has  been  suid  that 
this  system  has  a  tendency  to  make  its 
agents  villains  ;  I  do  not  think  it  makes 
villains,  it  merely  gives  them  employment  ; 
and  if  they  are  not  at  this  work,  they  will 
find  employment,  perhaps,  of  a  worse  kind. 
There  is  another  point,  of  much  importance, 
involved  in  this  proposition  ;  but  one  which 
I  have  not  seen  noticed  by  any  writer  on 
the  subject.  Admitting,  for  the  purpose  of 
illustration,  that  the  law  of  appropriation 
was  passed,  and  produced  the  expected 
"  golden  age"  of  anatomy,  how  is  this 
rich  harvest  of  corses  to  be  distributed  ! — 
by  what  authorities  ! — and  to  whom  1 — by 
our  civic  police  1— or  by  our  chartered  pro- 
fessions!— to  our  corporate  schools  exclu- 
sively 1 — or  to  the  private  ones  indiscrimi- 
nately ?— for  payment  in  cash,  or  in  compli- 
ments! Here  opens  a  field  for  abuse,  de- 
ception, and  litigation,  through  which  the 
genius  of  a  Tribouian  could  scarcely  see  its 
way.  The  police  are  accessible  to  bribes, 
the  medical  corporations  to  the  influence  of 
monopoly  ;  so  that  between  the  power  of 
money  on  one  side,  and  the  impulso  of  self- 
aggrandizement  on  the  other,  a  perpetual 


1, 


scene  of  corruption,  in  all  probability,  would 
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take  place.  I  confess  myself  totally  unable 
to  compose,  out  of  our  present  political  or 
professional  authorities,  a  tribunal  from 
which  justice  to  all  parlies  might  be  ex- 
pected in  the  division  of  the  spoil.  I  have 
not  now,  however,  time  to  run  over  the 
contingencies  by  which  such  a  law  might 
be  entirely  defeated  ;  but,  from  the  interro- 
gatories which  I  have  started,  you  may 
readily  conjecture  the  course  my  inquiry 
would  take.  Do  not,  however,  in  this,  any 
more  than  in  the  consideration  of  the  former 
proposition,  conceive  that  I  am  opposed  to 
the  enactment  of  a  statute  for  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  unclaimed  bodies  to  the  uses  of 
the  anatomist.  It  may  ass;st,  hut  will  never 
do  all ;  and  if  coupled  with  a  clause  for  the 
effectual  prevention  of  exhumation,  the 
cure,  1  conceive,  would,  at  least  for  Dublin, 
be  far  worse  than  the  diseas-:-. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Erinensis. 

Dublin,  Feb.  7, 1829. 

P.  S. — My  compliments  to  my  friends 
Doctors  Johnstone  aud  Mocleod  :  1  have 
got  through  the  second  volume  of  the 
weekly  edition  of  the  Medical  and  Physical 
Journal,  and  shall  transmit  them  my  view 
of  its  contents  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 


QUACKERY. 

To  the  Editor  o/Tnz  Lancet. 

Sir, — As  you  profess  to  expose  quackery 
in  all  its  forms,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  address 
you  on  a  subject  which  has  lately  been  much 
talked  of,  and  which  has  not  altogether 
escaped  your  notice  ;  I  allude  to  the  pre- 
tended cures  of  consumption  by  a  person 
named  Long.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
the  motives  which  could  have  actuated  the 
Editor  of  the  Literary  Gazette  to  yield  such 
implicit  faith  to  the  declarations  of  such  a 
pretender ;  the  liberal  endowments  and 
general  information  which  a  public  writer 
ought  to  possess,  should  have  induced  him  to 
place  a  little  more  reliance  on  self-judgment, 
than  to  have  committed  himself  by  declara- 
tions which  bear  the  stump  of  infatuation 
or  ignorance.  Of  all  the  cases  which  have 
been  mentioned  as  successful  in  that  work, 
not  one  of  them  bears  the  character  of  true 
consumption  ;  aud  it  is  rather  singular,  that 
while  the  pretended  cures  are  blazoned 
forth,  we  should  hear  nothing  of  the  un- 
successful cases,  for  I  suppose  the  man  does 
not  profess  to  cure  all  that  are  sent  to  him. 
However,  I  cau  give  you  the  result  of  one 
of  his  pretended  cures.— A  young  geullc- 


,  son  of  Major  K  n  of  thU  place, 

wns  affected  with  haemoptysis,  followed  by 
cough,  emaciation,  and  all  the  symptoms  of 
threatened  phthisis  ;  he  was  declared  con- 
sumptive  by  the  medical  officers  at  Chatham; 
being  sent  on  leave  to  his  friends,  he  was 
seen  by  Dr.  Dickson,  of  the  Naval  Hospital 
here,  and  many  other  medical  men,  who 
agreed  in  that  opinion.  In  this  state  his 
friends  were  strongly  recommended  to  send 
him  to  the  consumption -curer ;  he  was  now 
able  to  ride  out  on  horseback,  and  was  only 
debilitated  from  the  effects  of  the  disease, 
and  the  necessary  abstemiousness  which  it 
was  thought  best  to  adopt,  so  that  there 
could  not  be  a  more  favourable  case  for  the 
attempt ;  he  went  to  town  by  ilea,  and  bore 
the  voyage  very  well ;  on  being  seen  by  the 
charlatan,  he  declared  him  to  be  in  a  con- 
firmed consumption,  but  that  be  would  send 
him  back  well  to  his  regiment,  in  three 
months  ;  he  was  to  visit  the  doctor  once 
u-day  for  an  hour,  during  which  timo  he 
was  locked  up  in  a  room,  with  the  doctor 
and  others,  who  were  pledged  to  secrecy 
regarding  the  proceedings  there  adopted  ; 
during  the  rest  of  the  day,  ho  waa  ordered 
to  eat  and  driuk  what  ho  chose  ;  not  to 
abstain  from  company,  walk*  about  town, 
and  consider  himself  curablo.  At  length, 
in  about  three  months,  the  patient  was  pro- 
nounced cured,  and  invited  to  remain  at  the 
doctor's  house  as  a  guest,  where,  no  doubt, 
every  use  was  made  of  him,  as  a  specimen  ; 
but  at  length  the  cough,  which  had  not  sub* 
sided,  was  accompanied  by  symptoms  which 
convinced  him  that  he  was  fast  verging  to 
eternity  ;  the  usual  alternations  of  sweating 
and  diarrhoea  came  on,  and  he  insisted  on 
coming  home  to  die  among  his  friends; 
which  after  a  tedious  journey,  was  just 
effected  in  time  to  breath  his  last  in  the 
midst  of  his  sorrowing  relatives.  Although 
this  statement  may  never  reach  those  before 
whom  this  young  man  has  been  exhibited 
as  a  proof  of  the  doctor's  success,  yet  it 
may  enable  many  practitioners  to  deny  the 
validity  of  the  cures  which  have  been  pro- 
mulgated, backed  by  the  authority  of  Lord 
this,  and  Sir  George  that.  In  this  neigh- 
bourhood the  above  result  has  damned  the 
doctor's  credit,  and  I  hope,  through  your 
means,  it  will  have  the  same  effect  in  many 
other  places  ;  but  unfortunately  on  those  oc- 
casions, the  antidote  comes  too  late,  and  ere 
the  sufferers  are  convinced  of  their  error, 

the    has  satiated  himself  with  his 

ill-earned  spoils. 

I  remain, 

Your  constant  reader, 
M.  D. 

Plymouth,  Feb.  4,  1829. 
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THE  RHUBARB  HALL  HAGS. 


T!IB  OLD  HAGS  OF  RHUBARB  HALL. 

To  the  Editor  ©/The  Lancet. 

Sir,— It  is  now  more  than  twelve  years 
since  the  Apothecaries'  Company  announced 
their  success  in  obtaining  a  legislative  enact* 
inent,  empowering  them  to  meddle  with 
those  departments  of  the  medical  profession 
of  which  they  were  then,  as  they  are  now, 
(individually  and  collectively)  notoriously 
ignorant.  The  tameness  of  the  College  of 
Surgeons,  and  of  the  great  body  of  general 
practitioners,  on  that  occasion,  was  dis- 
gusting; the  retail  chemists  and  drug- 
gists, the  actual  apothecaries,  throughout  all 
England,  presented  a  striking  contrast ;  they 
met,  subscribed,  and  formed  a  committee 
among  themselves,  to  watch  the  progress 
of  the  Bill.  What  were  the  consequences  ? 
Why,  that  their  interests  were  specially 
protected  in  all  the  clauses ;  and  thus  a  mea- 
sure, introduced  into  Parliament  with  the 
specious  and  avowed  intention  of  correcting 
the  abuses  in  the  state  and  condition  of 
that  body,  by  whom  medicines  are  chiefly 
compounded,  prescribed  viva  voce,  and  dis- 
pensed instanter,  in  every  village,  town,  and 
city  throughout  England,  was  perverted, 
most  scaudnlously,  from  its  object,  and,  to 
serve  the  cupidity  of  its  originators,  meta- 
morphosed into  an  engine  of  interference 
with,  and  oppression  of,  the  medical  and 
surgical  profession  at  large.  This,  Sir,  is 
the  brief  history  of  the  power  of  •*  the 
Hags  of  Rhubarb  Hall."  Shortly  after,  in 
1816,  the  reduction  of  our  military  and  naval 
forces  was  immense,  and  hundreds  of  medi- 
cal officers  were  thrown  upon  half-pay,  and, 
among  the  rest,  the  writer  of  this  article. 
What  did  the  Hags?  Why,  they  promul- 
gated a  uotice,  intimating,  that  no  persons, 
and  of  course  neither  array  nor  navy  sur- 
geons, could  practise  as  apothecaries,  until 
examined  by  them  ! ! !  Had  it  been  ordain- 
ed by  law  that  such  examinations  were  to 
be  conducted  by  Fellows  of  the  College  of 
Physicians,  all  would  have  submitted  with 
cheerfulness,  aud  many  with  pride ;  but  1 
will  not  attempt  to  describe  my  sensations 
upon  that  occasion.  I  was  one  of  a  number 
who  had  been  intrusted,  many  years,  with 
the  medical  charge  of  600  or  800  men,  &c, 
who  had  seen  much  disease  in  various  parts 
of  the  world  ;  had  been  painfully  conver- 
sant with  gun-shot  wounds ;  and  had  per- 
formed of  the  capital  and  minor  operations 
of  surgery,  not  a  lew  ; — I,  to  submit  to  ex- 
amination by  the.  drug-poutiders  of  Black- 
friii rs! ! '  JVly  disgust  and  indignation  were 
not  singular ;  the  sensation  was  universal  in 
both  services  ;  aud  memorials  were  instantly 
forwarded  to  the  heads  of  the  respective  de- 
partments ;  of  which  these  shopkeepers 
were  fio  soouer  aware  than  they  met,  con- 


cocted, and  advertised  a  by-law,  exempting 
from  the  operations  of  their  act,  all  medical 
officers  who  had  served  his  Majesty!!! 
The  concession  was  scorned,  as  it  deserved 
to  be.  A  legislative  measure  was  arranged 
between  Lord  Palmer* too,  the  Secretary  at 
War,  and  the  Admiralty  Secretary,  which 
rendered  their  by-law  superfluous,  and 
placed  them  and  their  act  beneath  the  coo- 
tempt  of  the  medical  corps  of  both  services. 
If  it  be  asked,  what  steps  the  great  mass  of 
surgeons  and  general  practitioners  took  on 
this  occasion,  I  grieve  to  say,  the  answer 
must  be,  "  none."  The  consequences  of 
their  treasonable  and  suicidal  apathy  may 
be  found  in  The  Lancet,  No.  270  ;  but  it 
is  not  too  late  ;  the  old  proverb,  *'  Give  a 
rogue  rope  enough  and  he  will  hang  him- 
self,"  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  Black- 
friars'  shopmen.  The  impudent  and  pre- 
sumptuous pretensions  of  these  people  must 
open  the  eyes  of  the  respectable  and  edu- 
cated part  of  the  community,  and  ultimately 
lead  to  the  destruction  of  them  and  their  act 
together. 

In  18t6,  when  the  notice  from  Rhubarb 
Hall  first  appeared,  the  question  which  arose 
in  my  mind,  and  which  was  eagerly  asked, 
waS) — ««  Who  are  to  be  the  Examiners! 
Who  is  there  among  the  Apothecaries' 
Company  competent  to  conduct  an  exami- 
nation in  every  branch  of  the  medical  pro-  . 
feaaion,  and  in  all  its  auxiliary  sciences, 
which  their  regulations  require  1  Where  is 
that  man  to  be  found  1  Name  him ! "  The 
reply  from  all  quarters,  couched  in  the  lan- 
guage of  well-deserved  contempt  and  deri- 
sion, amounted  to  this, — They  tvill  divide  the 
various  departments  amongst  several,  and  they 
will  copy  their  questions,  and  the  appropriate  an- 
swers, from  books  !  A  pretty  set  of  Examin- 
ers, truly  !  Let  me,  Air.  Editor,  now  re- 
peat the  question,  let  me  ask,  "  Who  is 
the  man,  belonging  to  the  impudent  junto 
composing  the  Rhubarb  Hall  Gang,  that 
is  capable  of  instituting  an  efficient  me- 
dical examination?  Who  is  he,  possess- 
ed  of  this  proficiency  ?  Name  him  !  I 
say,  name  him  ! ! !  "  Let  the  public  know 
which  of  the  Old  Hags  possesses  such  know- 
ledge of  chemistry,  of  materia  medico,  of 
botany,  of  anatomy  and  physiology,  of  prac- 
tical anatomy  (dissection  and  demonstra- 
tion,) of  the  theory  and  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and,  lastly,  of  clinical  medicine,  mid- 
wifery, and  the  diseases  of  women  and 
children, — as  shall  enable  her  to  conduct 
the  examination  of  a  pupil  in  those  branches 
of  science  ?  If  on  individual,  so  gifted, 
were  to  be  discovered  in  the  purlieus  of 
Blackfriars.  how  ash&med  he  would  feel  to 
be  detected  in  such  com  puny! 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

A  Half-pay  Naval  OFficiR. 
Devonport,  Dec.  21,  18*8. 
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APOTHECARIES'  DIPLOMAS.-HORSES'  FEET. 


Irish  apothecaries'  diplomas. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Stn, — I  avail  myself  of  the  readiness  with 
whicli  you  give  insertion, in  your  very  useful 
Journal,  to  every  communication  relating, 
either  to  the  advancement  of  medical  know- 
ledge,  or  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
community,  to  solicit,  through  its  columns, 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  diplomas 
are  granted  from  the  Lying-in  Hospital  of 
this  city.  With  the  manner  of  conducting 
the  internal  arrangements  of  the  institu- 
tion, or  the  description  or  kind  of  instruc- 
tion given  within  its  walls,  I  have  nothing 
to  do.  If  defects  exist  in  these  particulars, 
(and  it  has  been  whispered  that  some  do 
exist,)  the  pupils,  who  are  the  persons  most 
interested,  if  they  possess  no  other  means 
of  remedying  them,  have,  at  least,  the  me- 
dium of  your  Journal,  (which  has  produced 
so  much  reformation  in  other  places,)  to 
make  them  known ;  and  no  one,  who  has 
witnessed  the  effects  of  your  exertions,  will 
deny,  that  defects  may  be  removed  and 
abuses  corrected,  by  making  the  public  ac- 
quainted with  their  existence.  What  J 
complain  of  is,  that  diplomas  are  granted  to 
persons,  who  are  by  no  means  qualified  to 
practise  even  midwifery.  The  persons  to 
whom  I  allude  are  Irish  apothecaries. 
Amongst  this  body  I  will  admit  there  are 
many  individuals  who  are  well  informed, 
but  they  are  exceptions  ;  and  I  will  assert 
that  the  moat  prominent  characteristics  of 
the  majority  are  great  ignorance  nnd  con- 
summate effrontery.  In  England,  the  apo- 
thecary is  a  well-instructed  man,  compared 
to  a  person  of  the  same  denomination  in  litis 
country  ;  because,  by  the  laws  of  the  Apo- 
thecaries' Hall  there,  he  is  obliged  to  be  in- 
formed upon  many  branches  of  medicine,  be- 
sides pharmacy  ;  while,  here,  his  education 
consists  in  using  the  pestle  and  mortar,  and 
compounding  physicians'  and  surgeons'  pre- ! 
scriptions — "  secundum  arfm,"  together  with 
the  reading  of  the  London  or  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia,  without  any  attention  what 
ever  to  the  primary  and  material  branches 
of  medical  knowledge,  viz.,  anatomy,  phy- 
siology, surgery,  and  the  practice  of  physic  ; 
without  an  acquaintance  with  which,  he  is 
as  unfit  to  be  an  accoucheur,  as  he  is  to  be 
what  he  professes  and  attempts  to  be, 
namely,  a  general  practitioner.  Is  it  not 
shameful  to  have  the  care  of  human  life  in- 
trusted to  men,  who,  after  seven  years 
penance  amidst  tinctures,  syrups,  balsams, 
boluses,  ointments,  and  pills,  and  probably 
without  ever  having  seen  more  of  disease 
than  a  cut  head,  a  black  eye,  or  a  full-grown 
crop  of  the  itch  ;  and  after  thirty  minutes 
examination  at  the  Hall  upon  the  making 


of  calomel,  the  doses  of  rhubarb  and  mag- 
nesia, the  making  of  ointments,  with  a  few- 
set  questions  upon  acids,  alkalies,  and 
opium,  receive  a  diploma  to  practise  the 
art  and  mystery  of  an  apothecary  1  With 
such  qualification  as  this,  or  without  any 
whatever,  a  person  can  pay  20/.  at  the 
Lying-in  Hospital,  and,  after  six  months, 
receive  a  license  to  practise  midwifery ! 
That  such  an  individual,  from  practice  in 
that  way,  may  attain  a  mechanical  expert* 
ness,  like  an  artificer,  in  devising  and  em- 
ploying the  most  ingenious  methods  in 
forcing  children,  dead  or  alive,  through  the 
natural  apertures,  I  will  not  deny ;  but  I 
strongly  suspect  that  he  will  not  be  possess- 
ed  of  that  degree  of  medical  information, 
that  skill  and  judgment,  which  difference  of 
constitution,  concomitant  and  incidental  cir- 
cumstances, and  diseases  in  the  parturient 
person,  demand  in  a  practitioner  of  mid- 
wifery. If  such  a  person  should,  by  chsnce, 
be  a  handy  finger-smith,  and  be  competent 
to  the  duties  of  the  vocation,  yet  a  great 
injury  to  the  community  results  from  the 
practice  of  conferring  a  diploma,  where  no 
real  qualification  accompanies  it ;  for,  with 
this  document,  men  palm  themselves  upon 
the  people  in  country  towns  and  villages, 
and  commence  the  pious  employment  of 
killing  and  curing  his  majesty's  liege  sub- 
jects with  ss  much  professional  pomposity 
and  sanctimonious  gravity,  as  the  most 
learned,  or  seemingly  learned,  big-wig  in 
London,  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  or  elsewhere. 
1  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HlBtENUS. 

Dublin,  Dec.  2S,  1828. 


NON-EXPANSION  OF  IIOnSES*  PKIT. 

To  the  Etlitor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — The  following  experiments,  &c, 
were  originally  intended  as  an  answer  to 
some  letters  which  have  recently  appeared 
in  The  Sporting  Magazine  ;  but  as  it  appears 
the  party  who  have  the  management  of  that 
publication,  are  desirous  of  hearing  only  one 
side*  of  the  question,  they  have  refused  them 
admittance.  Aware  that  most  of  your  read- 
ers are  interested  in  the  6a fe  going  of  their 
horses,  and  that  any  thing  which  can  tend 
to  elucidate  the  much-agitnted  question  of 
foot  lameness,  or  be  productive  of  pructical  re- 
suits  in  the  shoeing  or  treatment  of  their 
horses'  feet,  caunot  be  uninteresting  to  any 
class  of  the  community,  1  enclose  the  paper 
for  The  Lancet. 

The  expansive  quality  assigned  to  the 
foot,  having  l«-d  to  many  errors  in  these  mat- 
ters, I  propose,  first,  to  endeavour  to  clear 
away  the  mist  which  has  enveloped  it,  and, 
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RECOVERY  FftOM  ASPHYXIA. 


■at  a  future  opportunity,  to  pursue  the  sub*  back,  or  nothing ! 
ject  matter  in  iu  practical  bearings,  and  to 
point  out  what  I  hare  found 'to  be  the  ca 
and  best  preventives,  of  foot  lameness. 

On  reading  the  November  number  of  The 
Sporting  Magazine,  I  wag  much  surprised 
that  a  correspondent,  who  styles  himself 
"  Nubia,"  should  have  asserted,  the  foot  of 
the  horse  expands  the  eighth  of  an  inch,  or 
more,  every  time  it  comes  in  contact  with 
the  ground.  If  your  readers  will  excuse  the 
pun,  I  really  thought  he  must  have  beeu 
in  nubibtis,  when  he  hazarded  such  an  asser- 
tion. I  draw  my  inference  from  rather  an 
extensive  experience,  and  having  been  in 
4he  habit  of  oontinuallv  dissecting  feet  for 
.some  years  past,  and  most  devotedly  in 
search  of  facts  and  information  on  these 
matters,  it  is  singularly  unfortunate  I  never 
could  discover  this  much-talked-of  expan- 
sion, or  opening  and  collapsing,  or  shutting, 
4>f  the  foot  of  the  horse. 

It  has  been  too  much  the  fashion  to  take 
this  expansive  quality,  wrongly  assigned  to 
the  foot,  upon  trust,  without  submitting  it 
to  the  test  of  actual  experiment,  and  **  Nubia" 
has  certainly  not  amoothed  the  way  much 
for  trying  it,  when  he  informs  us,  that  it 
can  be  tried  fairly  only  on  the  feet  of  horses 
that  have  never  undergone  the  much  dreaded 
operation  and  baneful  effects  of  shoeing ! 
and,  ss  1  understand  him,  they  must  be  well 


And  that  all  this  tirade 
about  expansion,  is  entirely  fanciful  and 
theoretical.  Three  days  afterwards,  1  repeat* 
ed  the  same  experiments  on  the  same  feet, 
with  precisely  the  same  results.  A  horse 
came  to  be  shod  with  a  remarkably  good 
foot,  I  placed  a  man,  between  eleven  and 
twelve  stone,  on  hiaback,  held  up  one  foot, 
and  then  tried  the  experiment — same  result 
as  the  others.  I  have  often  occasion  to  rasp 


the  quarters  to  the  blood,  previously  to  turn* 
ing  out ;  and  when  the  frog  has  been  the 
chief  support  to  the  lateral  parts  of  the  foot, 
have  tried  the  experiment  on  many  of  these, 
whilst  made  to  stand  upon  one  foot,  and,  in 
several  instances,  with  a  couple  of  men  on 
their  backa,  yet  no  expansion  whatever  took 
place.  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Mono  an,  Vet  Surg. 
Feb.  10,  18-29.  Blackfriara  Koad. 


RECOVERY  OP  AH  INFANT,  AFTER  ASPHYXIA 
OF  TWENTY-FOUR  HOURS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — On  perusing  Dr.  Blundell's  Lec- 
ture, in  Number  263  of  your  interesting 
Journal,  (for  Sept.  13,)  he  therein  states, — 
,  „  ,u,      ,   ;     .  ,  „(   -  "  New-born  infants  may,  now  and  then,  be 

ones.    That  the  latum*  elongate,  or  resuscitated,  after  they  have  lain  in  a  state 
descend,  1  am  piepared  to  admit,  thereby  of  »»Puyx»a  f°r  *  ?°°d  P*«  °*  »0UJr« 
ein,  as  the  smiths  call  it,  to  1  have  "ent  the  following  account  of  a  case, 


causing  the  ve 

descend  also ;  and  that  if  the  frog  and  heels 
meet  the  ground,  as  they  ought  to  do,  the 
side  cartilages  have  motion  to  a  certain  de- 
gree. Having  occasion  to  be  at  Mr.  Theo- 
bald s,  of  Stockwell,  and  aware  that  every 
facility  would  be  offered  me  td  tiy  the  ex- 
periment, I  determiued  to  measure  the  feet 
of  some  of  the  colts  with  the  calipers,  as 
"  Nubia"  describes  he  measured  hia  mare's 
feet.  There  being  plenty  of  scope  foi  trying 
it,  fully  and  fairly,  on  some  of  the  best  bred 
stock  in  Kngland,  that  never  had  been  under 
the  influence  of  the  "  iron  prison  and  wedges," 
as  "  Nubia"  terms  the  shoe  and  nails;  that 
it  might  be  tried  fairly,  I  got  a  friend  to 
stand  by  and  see  me  perform,  who  is  not 
only  a  good  mathematician,  but  who  is  fre- 
quently and  practically  in  the  habit  of  using 
ealipeis  and  compasses.  We  caught  four 
of  the  young  horses  out  of  the  paddocks, 
and  applied  the  instruments  to  each  of  the 
fore  feet  repeatedly.  The  result  was  clearly 
to  my  friend,  myself,  and  the  head  groom, 
(who  merits  our  thanks  for  the  civility  and 
'anxiety  he  evinced,  that  the  experiment 
might  be  fully  and  fairly  made,)  that  there 
is  not  an  atom  of  difference  in  the  width  of 
the  horse's  foot,  whether  on  or  off  the 


which  occurred  in  the  practice  of  my  father ; 
if  you  think  it  worthy  of  your  notice,  you 
will  please  to  inaert  it  when  convenient. 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Pointer. 

Eton,  Jan.  9, 1829. 

Mr.  Pointbr  was  sent  for  to  a  Mm. 
G roves,  of  Staines,  Middlesex,  arrived  at 
the  full  period  of  utero- gestation,  whom  he 
delivered  of  twins,  a  boy  and  a  girl.  The 
boy,  which  was  the  second  child,  appa- 
rently dead.  Having  used  the  means  to  re- 
store the  child,  without  success,  Mr.  Pointer 
wrapped  it  up  in  a  flannel,  and  laid  it  on 
the  hearth  before  the  fire.  This  occurred 
about  eleven  o'clock,  a.m.  The  following 
morning,  about  the  same  time,  Mr.  Pointer 
colled  to  see  the  patient ;  the  child  was  still 
lyiug  in  the  situation  he  left  it  in,  but  retain- 
ed a  little  warmth.  Conceiving,  as  the  child 
retained  some  warmth,  there  must  be  life, 
Mr.  Pointer  desired  the  nurse  to  give  it 
some  gin  ;  two  teaspoon sful  were  given,  in 
its  pure  state.  In  a  short  time  after,  the 
child  began  to  show  some  symptoms  of  life, 
and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  began  to  cry,  to 
the  astonishment  of  mother  and  nurse.  This 


ground!  Whether  standing  on  one  or  both  boy  became  afterwards  by  far  the  finest 
fore  feet,  or  whether  with  20  atone  on  his  I  child. 
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CASE    OF   CHOREA    SANCTI    V1TT,    FROM  AN 
EXTRAORDINARY  CAUSE. 

/fy  Edward  Harrison,  M.D., 
F.R.  A.S.  Ed.,  dec. 

Miss  Isabella  Porch,  of  Lime  Street, 
aged  ten  years,  has  a  fair  complexion,  with 
light  eyes,  and  brownish  hair  ;  she  was  na- 
turally well  formed,  is  of  a  lively  disposition, 
and  rather  tall  of  her  age.  To  counteract 
her  increasing  deformity,  the  horizontal 
position  has  been  strictly  enforced  by  her 
mother,  for  the  last  seventeen  months.  She 
has  remained  in  excellent  health  during  the 
whole  period,  nor  has  the  swelling  increased 
since  recumbency  was  adopted.  Upon  ex- 
amination, I  found  the  three  last  dorsal,  and 
five  lumbar  vertebral  raised  into  a  large, 
highly- elevated,  posterior  arch  ;  it  was  free 
from  pain,  had  nO  discoloration,  and  bore 
pressure  without  inconvenience.  Pulse  na- 
tural, bowels  regular,  appetite  good,  and 
she  sleeps  well. 

The  following  narrative,  drawn  up  by  her 
anxious  mother,  details  the  history  of  the 
complaint  from  its  commencement  to  the 
present  time  :— 

"  My  daughter  left  London  in  the  month 
of  June,  lUiy,  on  a  visit  to  some  relations 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Frome,  Somerset- 
shire ;  she  was  nearly  four  years  of  age,  and, 
at  the  time,  in  an  excellent  state  of  health. 
She  was  first  seized,  in  February,  18510, 
with  fits,  which  the  faculty  called,  St. 
Vitus's  dance.  After  she  had  been  afflicted 
with  them  three  weeks  she  came  home,  and 
an  emiuent  accoucheur  was  immediately  con- 
sulted. Uuder  the  influence  of  the  fits, 
each  of  which  was  of  about  half  an  hour's 
duration,  her  right  &rru  and  leg  were  in  con* 
atant  motion  ;  they  kept  turniug  round  per- 
petually backwards  and  forwards,  the  for- 
mer at  the  shoulder-joint,  the  latter  at  the 
hip;  she  had  no  power  over  the  affected 
limbs,  their  motions  being  quite  involun- 
tary; her  face,  on  the  same  side,  was  con- 
tracted, and  the  corner  of  her  mouth  drawn 
outwards  ;  she  could  not  speak  so  long  as 
the  fits  continued,  her  tongue  appearing  too 
Inrge  for  her  mouth  ;  they  returned  three 
or  tour  times  in  the  day,  but  never  attacked 
her  in  the  night ;  whin  they  were  over,  she 
appeared  tired  and  fatigued,  but  was  never 
sleepy  ;  she  was  quite  sensible  in  the  fits, 
nor  were  her  laculti*  s  in  the  least  impaired 
by  them  ;  they  continued  to  return  for  two 
months,  and  gradually  left  her.  From  the 
excessive  weakness  brought  oa  by  the  dis- 
order, it  was  deemed  proper,  in  the  follow- 
ing May,  to  send  her  to  Brighton  for  the 
advantage  of  sea  air  and  bathing.  The 


bathing  appearing  to  disagree  and  relax  the 

system,  she  returned  to  London  in  July. 
AH  her  joints,  and  in  particular  those  of 
her  wrists  and  fingers,  had  become  exceed- 
ingly debilitated  while  she  was  at  the  sea, 
and  admitted  of  being  much  bent  in  all  di- 
rections. She  had  the  misfortune  to  be 
thrown  out  of  a  gig  toon  alter  her  arrival  at 
home,  but  did  not  appear  to  be  much  hurt 
by  the  accident. 

On  her  second  return,  she  was  constantly 
complaining  of  great  weakness,  and  pain  in 
the  small  of  her  back.  This  showed  itself 
by  her  frequently  putting  her  hand  to  the 
part,  by  her  often  stumbling,  and  being 
easily  thrown  down,  on  every  slight  occa- 
sion. Her  limbs  were  so  feeble  and  numb, 
that  she  could  not  walk  even  short  dis- 
tances without  support.  Alarmed  at  these 
circumstances,  her  back  was  frequently  ex* 
amined  by  myself  and  others.  Nothing  re- 
markable could  be  perceived  till  some  time 
in  October,  when  one  of  the  lumbar  verte- 
bras was  observed  slightly  to  project.  He? 
eye  now  became  inflamed,  and  an  expe- 
rienced oculist  was  consulted  for  it.  This 
complaint  was  soon  removed,  and  she  con* 
tinued  in  delicate  health  for  some  time 
longer. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  ensuing  Decem- 
ber, she  was  again  seized  with  St.  Vitus's 
dance.  I  took  her  immediately  to  the  samo 
accoucheur,  who  prescribed  aperient  medi-* 
cines,  and  directed  fourteen  ounces  of  blood 
to  be  taken  .from  the  back  of  the  head,  by 
means  of  cupping.  At  this  visit  I  showed 
him  the  protuberance  in  her  back  ;  it  con* 
sisted  of  a  single  joint,  which  was  consider- 
ably risen  ;  he  treated  the  swelling  with 
great  levity,  "  declaring  it  would  never  be 
of  any  moment  to  the-  child."  During  the 
cold  weather,  she  had  frequent  attacks  of 
spasms  in  both  arms  aud  both  legs,  attended 
with  excruciating  pain.  These  continued 
about  ten  minutes  at  a  time,  and  returned 
every  two  or  three  days,  for  several  suc- 
cessive weeks.  She  had  about  twelve  in  all. 
They  left  her  imperceptibly  ;  and  after  they 
were  gone,  she  always  fell  asleep.  These 
fits  were  attributed  to  debility,  induced  by 
the  cupping,  and  loss  of  blood  from  it.  The 
pain  and  weakness  in  the  back  continued, 
tor  some  length  of  time.  In  July,  lttSfli 
the  eye  again  became  affected,  which  occa- 
sioned another  consultation  with  the  oculist. 
He  examined  bcr  back,  and  was  told  what 
had  been  said.  His  answer  was,  "  Let  ute 
tell  you,  it  will  be  of  very  great  moment  to 
your  daughter,"  and  ordered  her  to  the  sea- 
side immediately,  fche  was  taken  a  second 
1  time  in  the  following  August  to  Brighton, 
where  she  remained  fifteen  months  uuder 
the  care  of  a  physician,  who  ordered  her  the 
warm  bath,  and  to  lay  constantly  on  a  plain 
flat  board.  This  was  done,  together  with 
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sea-bathing,  wbich  was  afterwards  retorted  { chorea,  we  may  premise  that  the  first  attack 

was  in  February,  1820. 

Sbe  was  sent  to  the  aea-coaat  in  May,  for 
the  improvement  of  her  general  health, 
and  left  it  in  July.  "On  her  arrival  at 
home,"  aays  the  mother, "  1  was  alarmed  to 
hear  her  complaining  of  great  weakness, 
aud  pain  in  the  small  of  her  back.  She 
frequently  stumbled  on  level  ground,  and 
was  easily  thrown  down.  Her  limbs  were 
ao  feeble  and  numb,  that  she  could  not  walk 
even  abort  distances  without  support." 
These  infirmities  alFord  unanswerable  tes- 
timony that  something  was  seriously  amiss 
at  this  time.  A  slight  projection  was  first 
discovered  by  her  mother,  iu  the  following 
October.  Let  us  not  hastily  conclude,  be- 
cause the  prominence  was  not  aooner  per- 
ceived, that  none  had  actually  taken  place. 
The  symptoms  had  already  attained  a  degree 
of  intensity,  which  could  not  be  the  result 
of  a  few  daya  or  weeks  ;  more  time  was 
required,  if  I  am  permitted  to  reason  from 
the  analogy  of  similar  oases. 

The  mother,  however  watchful  and  soli* 
citous,  was  not  likely  to  find  out  a  small 
enlargement  in  that  division  of  the  column, 
nor  the  slight  deviation  of  a  single  joint. 
Even  experienced  practitioners  have  been 
frequently  deceived  in  these  respects;  I 
have  already  adduced  several  examples 
where  the  disorder  has  been  overlooked  for 
several  years,  and  shall  enumerate  others  in 
the  course  of  the  work.  We  may,  I  think, 
infer  under  the  circumstances,  that  the 
swelling  had  subsisted  some  time  before  it 
was  noticed,  and  probably  even  before  the 
first  appearance  of  chorea.  We  are  led  to 
this  conclusion,  because,  after  the  gibbosity 
had  attained  to  its  utmost  height,  the  child 
was  always  well  in  the  horizontal  posture.  On 
its  interruption  for  a  few  days,  the  fits  con- 
stantly returned,  so  long  as  the  swelling 
remained.  No  sooner  wss  it  removed,  than 
the  fits  entirely  left  her,  from  which  we 
infer  that  the  deformity  and  the  fits  bore  a 
relation  to  one  another.  This  I  think  must 
be  admitted,  whatever  difficulties  we  may 
find  in  explaining  the  connexion. 


to.  She  was  constantly  taking  calomel 
with  aperients.  In  short,  he  said,  she 
could  not  live  without  medicines  of  this 
description.  This  gentleman  recommended 
a  caustic  issue  to  bo  inserted  on  each  side 
of  the  loins ;  his  application  was  never 
tried.  While  there  her  eye  was  frequently 
inflamed,  and  she  became  more  and  more 
debilitated.  She  was,  at  length,  brought 
home  in  a  very  weak,  feeble  state.  Her 
back  much  worse  ;  I,  and  her  father,  be- 
came so  thoroughly  disheartened  by  her 
general  appearance,  that  we  laid  aside  all 
medicine  in  September,  1822,  and  deter- 
mined to  confide  her  case  wholly  to  the 
operations  of  nature.  In  the  same  month, 
we  took  her  again  into  Somersetshire  for 
the  benefit  of  fr/esh  air,  lying  flat  in  the 
carriage,  and  by  easy  stages.  While  there, 
ahe  was  permitted  to  run  about  as  she 
liked,  and  was  placed  under  no  control.  In 
consequence  of  this  unrestrained  liberty, 
the  swelling  of  her  back  increased  consider- 
ably, and  the  inflammation  m  her  eye  re- 
turned with  greater  violence  than  before. 
The  latter  continued  several  months  un- 
abated, notwithstanding  the  application  of  a 
aeton  to  her  neck,  and  the  employment  of 
various  internal  remedies.  She  remained 
in  the  country  till  April,  1834.  She  re- 
turned home  in  very  weakly  health ;  though, 
during  the  time  of  her  being  in  Somerset- 
shire, she  greatly  recovered,  but  was  sub- 
ject to  the  same  fits  of  chorea,  which  always 
came  on  ajUr  exercue.  Since  her  return, 
the  reclining  posture  has  been  strictly  en- 
forced, and  the  fita  have  entirely  left  her. 
This  practice  was  carefully  persisted  in 
from  April,  1824,  till  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, 1825,  when  site  was  placed  under  Dr. 
Harrison's  care.  She  had  remained  in  ex- 
cellent health  during  the  whole  period  of 
reclining.  1  am  quite  sure,  however,  from 
various  circumstances,  that  the  fits  could, 
at  any  time,  have  been  reproduced,  by 
leaving  her  conch;  and  resuming  her  former 
active  amusements  for  only  a  few  days." 

September  5,  1825. 

I  entered  upon  the  treatment  of  this  in- 
teresting case  in  September,  1825.  The 
lumbar  swelling  was  dispersed,  by  the  pro- 
cess so  often  detailed,  in  March,  1826. 
During  this  interval  the  patient  enjoyed 
good  health  and  excellent  spirits.  She 
experienced  no  feeling  of  chorea,  nor  has 
it  subsequently  returned.  We  have,  I 
think,  a  convincing  proof  in  the  instance 
before  us,  of  a  close  union  subsisting  be- 
tween choTea  and  the  vertebral  column.  The 
striking  feature,  indeed  the  only  sign  of 
bodily  infirmity,  appeared  in  the  lumbar 
projection.  In  order  to  connect  it  with 


18th  July,  1826. 

Miss  I  .Porch  has  enjoyed  uninterrupted 
good  health,  since  the  last  report.  She  ia 
grown  considerably  taller  and  stouter. 
There  has  been  no  appearance  of  chorea, 
though  she  takes  a  good  deal  of  exercise,  on 
foot  and  in  a  carriage. 

October,  1828. 
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THE  LANCET. 

London,  Saturday,  February  28,  1829. 


It  was  emphatically  remarked,  the  other 
day,  by  one  of  those  profound  persons,  who 
are  justly  classed  among  the  ornaments  of 
the  medical  profession,  we  allude  to  Mr. 
Joe  Burks,  that  appeals  to  the  undt wind- 
ing of  men  are  seldom  so  persuasive  as 
arguments  which  address  themselves  to 
their  pecuniary  interests.  The  observation 
was  made  in  the  course  of  a  conversation  at 
Callow's,  on  the  surprising  conversions 
which  have  recently  taken  place  in  the 
political  world  ;  and  our  friend  Joe  had  no 
'sooner  delivered  himself  of  it,  than  he 
looked  round  upon  the  company  with  an  air 
of  mixed  satisfaction  and  fierceness — of 
satisfaction  arising  from  the  consciousness 
of  having  just  given  utterance  to  a  brilliant 
and  original  sentiment ;  and  of  fierceness, 
inspired  by  the  conviction  that  be  was  en- 
titled to  the  general  applause.  In  the  ex- 
pectation implied  by  the  confident  ex- 
pression of  his  vivid  and  shining  counte- 
nance, Joe  was  not  disappointed  ;  indeed 
he  was  secure,  upon  this  occasion,  of  main- 
taining his  intellectual  ascendancy,  for 
none  but  heads  of  the  profession  were  pre- 
sent ;  and  though  there  be  not  wanting  per- 
sons malicious  enough  to  insinuate  that  Joe 
is  a  fool  among  wits,  even  the  enemies  of 
that  gifted  individual  will  scarcely  deny 
that  he  is  a  wit  among  fools.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  we  concur  entirely  in  the  sentiment 
expressed  by  Mr.  Burns,  without  stopping 
to  inquire  whether  it  was  reserved  for  our 
facetious  friend  to  make  the  discovery.  The 
argumentum  ad  crumenam  is,  no  doubt,  a 
species  of  reasoning  which  finds  its  way  to 
every  man's  understanding,  and  effects  more 
rapid  conversions  than  ever  followed  the 
exhortations  of  saints — more  solid  transmu- 


tations than  ever  blessed  the  waking  dreams 
Ko.  207. 


of  alchemists.  But  we  hare  no  design  to 
intrude  upon  territory  which  is  too  sacred 
for  the  footsteps  of  medical  journalists — it  is 
above  our  province  referre  termone*  Deorwn 
— to  advert  to  the  speeches  of  Reverend 
Fathers  in  God,  or  investigate  the  proxi- 
mate cauass  of  the  sudden  flood  of  light  and 
Hi  erality  which  has  been  shed  upon  the 
bench  of  bishops.  We  shall  content  our- 
selves with  a  more  humble  illustration  of 
the  principle  with  which  our  facetious  friend 
has  supplied  us,  by  reminding  our  readers 
of  a  few  circumstances  connected  with  the 
publication  of  hospital  reports. 

Five  years  ago,  when  reports  of  cases 
occurring,  and  operations  performed  in  pub- 
lie  hospitals,  were  first  published  in  this 
Journal,  there  was  no  term  of  obloquy  and 
reproach  with  which  we  were  not  assailed, 
for  communicating  this  species  of  informa- 
tion to  the  profession  and  the  public.  At 
the  present  day,  the  very  persona  who  once 
denounced  the  publication  of  hospital  re- 
ports have  become  humble  imitators  of  our 
plan,  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  question 
the  right  or  expediency  of  publishing  such 
reports,  except  by  a  few  individuals  who 
have  an  interest  in  concealing  their  own  in- 
efficiency, and  who,  therefore,  yield  re- 
luctantly to  the  general  stream  of  pro- 
fessional and  public  opinion.  Ia  it  to  the 
influence  of  reason,  to  the  love  of  truth,  and 
to  a  desire  of  promoting  the  public  good,  that 
we  are  to  ascribe  the  conversion  of  some  of 
our  contemporaries,  who  formerly  assailed  ns 
with  all  the  tropes  which  malignity  and 
vulgar  scurrility  could  supply,  for  having 
opeued  a  new  path  to  professional  informa- 
tion? Clearly  not;  for  the  reasons  which 
now  render  it  expedient  to  give  publicity  to 
the  cases  occurring  in  our  public  hospitals, 
existed  to  the  same  extent,  and  with  pre- 
cisely the  same  force,  five  years  ago.  It 
was  the  pecuniary  interests  of  these  gentle- 
men which  enabled  them  to  discover  the 
expediency  of  endeavouring  to  follow  in  the 
path  which  we  had  traced  for  them,  and 
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which  they  originally  described  at  the  high 
road  to  all  that  was  base  and  dishonourable. 
They  found  that  the  supply  of  solid  informa- 
tion had  produced  a  corresponding  demand 
on  the  part  of  the  profession,  and  when  in- 
terest pointed  out  the  necessity  of  a  change 
of  opinion,  they  became  eager,  if  not  cheer- 
ful  converts  to  the  principles  and  practice 
which  they  had  condemned.  Now  it  may  not 
be  politic,  upon  all  occasions,  to  scrutinize 
too  rigorously  the  grounds  and  reasons  of 
sudden  changes  of  opinion,  because,  if  we 
discourage  repentance,  we  perpetuate  sin  ; 
if  we  do  not  allow  a  graceful  locus  penitmti* , 
we  canuot  hope  to  reclaim  a  heretic,  whether 
in  religion,  politics,  morality,  or  medicine. 
But  a  convert  may  have  so  far  committed 
himself  by  his  zeal  or  intemperance  in  be- 
half of  one  creed,  as  to  cut  himself  off  from 
all  chance  of  making  a  decent  justification 
of  his  adoption  of  another.  No 
hope  to  gain  credit  for  sincerity  in 
ing  a  new  set  of  opinions,  if  he  has  been  to- 
tally regardless  of  all  decency  or  modera- 
tion in  defending  the  opinions  which  he 
deems  it  expedient  to  abandon.  "  So  deal 
with  your  friends,"  says  an  ancient  precept, 
if  they  were  one  day  to  be, 

;  so  deal  with  your  enemies,  as  if 
they  were  one  day  to  become  your  friends." 
The  first  part  of  this  rule  of  conduct,  how- 
ever salutary  on  the  score  of  prudence 
would,  if  strictly  followed,  encroach,  per 
hops,  a  little  too  much  on  the  amenities  of  much  was  said  at  the  late  trial,  we  suppose 
social  life  ;  the  second  part  of  the  precept  is 
worthy  of  all  approbation,  and  he  who  has 
wholly  disregarded  it,  is  in  no  condition  to 
become  a  convert  to  a  new  set  of  opinions, 
without  incurring  the  contempt  or  derision 
of  his  contemporaries.  Let  us  try  by  this 
part  of  the  rule,  the  conduct  of  that  respect- 
able individual  who,  by  dint  of  fifteen  pounds 
sterling  paid  for  an  Aberdeen  diploma,  passes 
under  the  name  of  Docto r  James  Johnson. 
At  the  period  when  hospital  reports  were 
first  published  in  The  Lancet,  that  indivi- 
dual held  up  the  gentlemen  who  furnished 


them,  to  the  execration  of  the  profession  as 
spies  and  vampires,"  and  atrongly  recom- 
mended the  hospital  functionaries  to  expel 
any  student  who  should  be  detected  in  com- 
municating cases  for  publication  to  this 
Journal.  Subsequently ,  when  the  Quarterly 
Journal  waa  in  a  declining  condition,  the 
Aberdeen  Dus  seems  to  ba»e  become  sen* 
sible  of  the  expediency  of  offering  to  his 
e thing  more  substantial  than 
«•  the  chaff  and  bran  "  upon  which  he  had 
hitherto  regaled  them  ;  but,  as  he  had  always 
relied,  like  a  spider,  upon  manufacturing 
his  Journal  out  of  flimsy  materials,  which 
cost  him  nothing,  he  was  unwilling  to 
incur  expense,  and,  therefore,  bit  upon  the 
expedient  of  inviting  students  to  furnish 
him  with  hospital  reports,  promising,  by 
way  of  remuneration,  seta  of  his  own  journal , 
which  were  worth  their  weight  in  paper, 
and  for  which  he  had  long  been  unable 
find  purchasers !  He  who  had  denounced 
students  as  "  spies  and  vampires,"  for  hav- 
ing transmitted  reports  to  this  Journal,  had 
the  unparalleled  effrontery  to  invite  these 
gentlemen  to  supply  him  with  reports  in 
his  hour  of  need,  and  the  unparalleled  mean- 
ness and  impudence  to  offer  as  a  reward  for 
such  contributions,  the  very  journal  in  which 
he  had  vilified  and  traduced  them  ! 

With  regard  to  the  remuneration  received 
by  gentlemen  who  have  contributed  hos- 
pital reports  to  this  Journal,  of  which  so 


it  is  hardly  necessary  to  offer  any  apology 
to  our  readers,  for  adopting  tlio  only  course 
by  which  a  regular  supply  of  valuable  pro- 
fessional information  can  be  obtained.  The 
profession  has  had  abundant  experience  of 
what  can  be  effected  in  a  journal  supported 
by  voluntary  contributions,  or  in  a  journal 
manufactured  by  the  hand  of  a  single  labo- 
rious  blockhead,  too  penurious  to  expend  a 
bawbee  for  literary  assistance,  but  prodigal 

of  the  niateriet  by  which  he  disgusted,  and 

.  .  .     t       * . 

at  length  exhausted  the  patience  of  bis 

It  has  been  said,  thtt  "eTtry 

.  .  .      i  .v 
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unpaid  contributor  to  a  periodical  publica- 
tion is  an  ass  ;"  now,  although  this  propo- 
sition requires  considerable  qualification, 
especially  as  applied  to  journals  devoted 
to  professional  topics,  in  the  handling  of 
which  the  fame  acquired  by  a  contributor 
may  often  be  more  than  equivalent  to  a 
direct  compensation  in  money,  yet  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  any  reliance  upon  casual  or 
voluntary  contributions  for  the  regular  sup- 
ply of  a  periodical  work,  would  soon  prove 
fatal  to  its  reputation,  The  contempt 
which  Sir  James  Scarlett  was  indiscreet 
enough  to  express  for  gentlemen  who  had 
furnished  medical  reports  to  this  Journal, 
on  the  score  of  their  being  hirelings,  was  too 
absurd  to  deserve  serious  notice*  It  is 
rather  a  rare  occurrence  to  hear  sentiments 
of  this  kind  from  well-educated  and  intel- 
ligent gentlemen;  for  the  depreciation  of 
literary  labour  is  now,  for  the  most  part, 
confined  to  purse-proud  artizans,  or  under- 
bred upstarts,  who  seek  to  indemnify  them- 
selves for  the  slights  to  which  their  vulgarity 
and  ignorance  expose  them  in  cultivated 
society,  by  rejoicing  in  the  penury  which 
must  needs,  in  their  estimation,  oppress 
men  of  education,  who  derive  pecuniary 
profit  from  their  intellectual  attainments. 
The  term  hireling  is  applicable  to  any  man 
who  receives  money  in  exchange  for  his 
labour,  and  can  only  be  consistently  used  as 
a  term  of  reproach  by  one  who  lives  abso- 
lutely on  the  labour  of  others,  and  who  con- 
siders the  abstinence  from  all  labour,  bodily 
or  mental,  that  deserves  compensation,  an 
honourable  distinction.  Sir  James  Scar- 
lstt,  indeed,  took  on  ingenious  distinction 
at  the  late  trial,  between  the  delicate  sense 
of  honour  which  distinguishes  the  inter- 
course between  professional  men  and  their 
employers,  and  the  vulgar,  commonplace 
notions  of  honesty,  which  regulate  com- 
mercial transactions ;  and  we  are,  moreover, 
aware  that  there  exists  a  legal  fiction,  by 
virtue  of  which  a  barrister's  or  physician's 
fee  is  held  to  be  honorarium  quiddam—iiQl  an 


honest  guinea,  but  an  honorary  metaphy- 
sical entity— not  a  substantial  remuneration 
for  which  an  action  may  be  maintained,  but 
a  mere  creature  of  the  imagination,  which, 
as  it  goes  for  nothing  at  law,  so  it  main- 
tains its  visionary  character  in  all  the  phases 
of  its  moonshine  existence  ;  for  as  nothing 
is  given,  it  follows  that  nothing  can  be  re- 
turned, and  if  nothing  be  done  by  the  coun- 
sel or  the  physician,  nothing  is  at  least  as 
much  as  the  client  or  the  patient  has  a 
right  to  expect,  and  often  much  more*  than 
he  has  the  wisdom  to  be  thankful  for. 
Notwithstanding  the  fine-spun  subtleties, 
however,  by  which  lawyers  have  en- 
deavoured to  prove  that  they  labour  for 
nothing,  litigants  know  to  their  cost,  that  a 
barrister's  honour  is  supported  by  means  in 
no  respect  differing  from  those  which  uphold 
a  tradesman's  honesty,  and  that  the  term 
hireling  is  fully  as  applicable  to  Sir  James 
Scarlett,  as  to  the  humblest  mechanic, 
who  exchanges  the  produce  of  his  manual 
labour  for  the  necessaries  of  life.  If  there 
were  any  thing  really  dishonourable  or 
degrading  in  the  act  of  labouring  for  hire — 
which  we  deny,  for  in  our  view  of  the 
matter  a  hireling  is  honourably  distin- 
guished from  a  drone— if  labouring  for 
hire  really  involved  a  sacrifice  of  dignity 
or  independence,  instead  of  affording, 
as  we  are  prepared  to  contend,  the  best  and 
surest  means  of  maintaining  dignity  and  in- 
dependence, the  profession  to  which  Sir 
James  Scarlett  belongs  is  of  all  others, 
perhaps,  that  which  would  give  hjm  the 
least  title  to  stand  on  a  loftier  eminence 
than  his  neighbours ;  for  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that,  by  a  timely  application,  we 
might  have  hired  all  the  eloquence  and 
ingenuity  which  Sir  James  Scarlett  was 
able  to  bring  into  play  against  us.  We 
demonstrated,  in  a  former  Number,  the 


•  No  action  lies  against  a  barrister  for 
unskilfulness  ornegligence,  though  it  amount 
to  cruua  negligent.— Vide  Feake's  Nisi 
Prius  Cases,  p.  95. 

■ 

3  Y* 
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falsehdod  of  some  of  the  assertions  which 
Sir  James  Scarlett  made,  in  the  course  of 
his  address  to  the  jury.  We  did  this  in 
justice  to  ourselves ;  and  we  shall  now  add, 
in  justice  to  the  learned  gentleman,  what 
may  be  deemed,  in  some  sort,  an  apology 
for  his  conduct,  in  the  words  of  Archdeacon 
Paley.  "  There  are  falsehoods  which  are 
not  lies  ;  that  is,  which  are  not  criminal ; 
as  where  no  one  is  deceived,  as  in  a  ser- 
vant's denying  his  master,  an  advocate 
asserting  the  justice,  or  his  belief  of  the  jus- 
tice of  his  client's  cause.  In  such  instances 
no  confidence  is  destroyed,  because  none 
was  reposed ;  no  promise  to  speak  the  truth 
is  violated,  because  none  was  given  or  un- 
derstood to  be  given."  Such  is  the  doc- 
trine laid  down  by  the  author  of  "  The  Prin- 
ciples of  Moral  Philosophy,"  in  his  chapter 
on  lies;  and  this  doctrine  may  serve  to  ac- 
count for  the  absurd,  or,  as  Mr.  Cobbett 

■ 

would  call  it,  the  beastly  attempt  of  Sir 
James  Scarlett  to  make  the  fact  of  re- 
ceiving reward  for  literary  labour,  a  ground 
for  contumely  and  reproach.  Of  the  surgeons 
who  have,  from  time  to  time,  supplied  this 
Journal  with  hospital  reports  for  a  pecu- 
niary consideration,  we  are  bound  in  justice 
to  say,  that  we  believe  most  of  them  to  be 
men  of  as  high  honour,  and  as  unblemished 
*  reputation  as  Sir  James  Scarlett,  and 
that  some  of  them  are  nowrapidly  advancing 
to  the  highest  eminence  in  their  pro- 
fession. 

We  had  intended  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  the  "  publication  of  hospital  reports  by 
hospital  surgeons  themselves,"  and  on  the 
twaddle  of  Sir  Anthony  Carlisle,  but 
the  lawyer  has  engaged  so  much  of  our  at- 
tention, that  the  Oyster  has  escaped  from 
us,  and  we  must  postpone  the  opening  of 
the  crustaceous  Knight  to  another  opportu- 
nity. We  may  observe,  however,  in  pass- 
ing, that  as  Sir  Anthony  visits  the  West- 
minster  Hospital  only  twice  a  week,  he  can 
be  but  very  imperfectly  informed  as  to  what 
takes  place  there,  and  that  the  arrangements 


which  we  have  made  for  our  reporting  de- 
partment at  the  Westminster  and  at  the  other 
metropolitan  hospitals,  are  such  as  to  render 
any  material  inaccuracy  in  the  highest  de- 
gree improbable.  No  error  has  been  speci- 
fied, and  we  challenge  Sir  Anthony  to  point 
out  one.  We  may  also  here  notice  another 
judicious  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Bransby  Cooper's  friends,  to  keep  alive 
the  memory  of  his  celebrated  case  of  litho- 
tomy. It  has  been  said,  that  if  in  a  late 
case,  where  considerable  time  was  neces- 
sarily occupied,  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Key 
being  compelled  to  extract  the  stone  piece- 
meal,  if  it  had  been  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's 
turn  to  operate,  the  difficulty  would  of 
course  have  been  imputed  to  his  want  of 
skill.  What  must  be  the  real  opinion  as  to 
the  merits  of  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper's  case, 
entertained  by  those  who  resort  to  such 
miserable  subterfuges  in  order  to  bolster  it 
up  ?  The  ground  upon  which  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper's  skill  was  impugned  was,  that  there 
was  no  assignable  difficulty  in  Stephen  Pol- 
lard's case,  to  account  for  the  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  attending  the  operation  ; 
and  now  that  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper  has 
published  his  own  report,  he  is  evidently  as 
incapable  of  assigning  a  cause  of  difficulty, 
as  he  was  at  the  time  of  the  operation.  The 
explanation  which  Sir  Astley  Cooper  vo- 
lunteered at  the  trial,  with  as  much  confi- 
dence as  if  he  had  seen  the  case,  was  a 
mere  tub  to  the  whale,  and  having  served 
the  purpose  of  mystifying  the  jury,  has 
not  been  repeated  by  the  Nephew  in  his 
report.  Well  might  poor  Mr.  Bransby 
Cooper  exclaim  in  the  words  of  the  Spanish 
proverb, "  God  defend  me  from  my  friends !" 


EPI  OR  A  M, 

By  a  Pupil  of  the  Westminster  Hospital, 

- 

Said  the  crusty,  crafty,  foul-tonga'd  Knight, 
**  If  Tkb  Lancbt  *  report,'  no  more  will  I  gape  !  " 
Huzza,  then  !  we'll  try  with  all  oar  mi?lit 
To  close  firmly  the  month  of  this  whining  ape. 

Tide  Sir  A.  Carlisle's  Speech,  ante,  p.  670. 
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Poor  Charity  Roderick,  when  be 
brought  his  celebrated  action  against  us,  in 
which  he  obtained  "five  pounds  and  a 
general  lauoh,"  stated,  in  his  "  declara- 
tion," that  by  our  criticisms  we  had  held 
him  up  to  ridicule,  and  rendered  his  "  dis- 
charge'* from  the  editorship  of  the  above 
Journal,  more  than  probable.  The  following 
is  a  portion  of  his  whine  ;  and  seeiog  that  he 
was  a  hungry  Scotchman,  having  an  eye  to 
the  tiller,  and  a  Dud  withal,  who  can  won- 
der that  the  miserable  wight  dreaded  the 
frown  of  his  master,  Mr.  Souter,  of  St. 
Paul's  Churchyard  : — 

"  Declaration. — Roderick  Macleod,  the 
plnintiff  in  this  suit,  complains  of  Thomas 
\V  a  k  r.ty ,  that  he  wrongfully  and  maliciously 
intended  to  injure  and  aggrieve  hira,  by 
causiog  him  to  be  dismissed  and  dis- 
charged from  the  editorship  of  the  London 
Medical  and  Physical  Journal,  •  •  •  and 
thereby  has  sustained  damages  to  the  amount 

Of  TWO  THOUSAND  POUNDS." 

The  jury,  however,  being  men  of  sound 
judgment  and  much  liberality,  awarded  the 
Dub  Jive  pounds  \  just  five  shillings  per  cent, 
on  the  sum  so  modestly  laid  in  the  declara- 
tion. So  here  is  a  physician,  complaining 
that  he  is  likely  to  be  discharged  from  the 
servitude  of  a"  bookseller ;  and  afterwards 
has  the  impudence  to  pretend,  that  he  is  not 

a  HACK. 

Roderick,  it  seems,  had  sound  reasons 

for  dreading  that  he  should  be  discharged,  as 
Mr.  Souter  has  had  the  discretion  to  ex- 
punge his  name  from  the  cover  of  the  Yel- 
low Jov  rna  l.  This  glandered,  foundered, 
spavined  old  hack,  is  now,  we  hear,  in  the 
stables  of  Mr.  Orme,  who  deeply  laments 
his  purchase,  as  it  has  been  attended  with  a 
very  heavy  loss,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  he 
will  obtain  even  a  sixpence  for  the  animal's 
punctured  hide.  It  is  expected  that  the 
wretched  creature  will  not  survive  long,  as 
he  is  in  an  exceedingly  weak  and  tottering 
condition ;  and  from  castigations  received 
in  consequence  of  his  former  bad  habits, 
there  remain  several  old  sores,  from  which 
issues  a  horridly  felid  peiiodical  dis- 
charge, of  a  dirty  green  colour.  Although 
scanty,  this  discharge  is  so  offensive,  that 
the  house  of  Longman  and  Co.  has  become 
notorious  for  its  ill  odour,  and  the  only  ani- 
mals which  now  cheer  the  old  hack  by  their 
presence,  are  a  few  of  the  most  ghnstly  and 
filthy  of  the  hospital  Bats.  "  Where  the 
carrion  is,  there  will  the  crows  be  also." 

Mr.  Souter's  journal  is  now  edited  by 
Mr.  North  and  Dr.  Whatlby. 


The  Number  for  the  present  month  does 
not  contain  many  original  communications, 
and  the  majority  of  those  are  by  no  means 
remarkable  for  their  excellence.  The  first 
is  entitled,  "  On  Diseases  of  the  Nails  and 
the  surrounding  soft  parts."  Mr.  Burnett, 
the  author,  thus  speaks  of  the  first  of  the 
cases : — 

"  The  right  side  of  the  toe  was  chiefly 
affected,  and  from  the  sulcus  between  the 
nail  and  fillet,  which  bounds  the  on y thala- 
mus, there  was  a  semi-purulent  discharge  : 
unhealthy  granulations  had  sprung  up  in  the 
ulcerated  cleft ;  and  these,  with  the  ichorous 
discharge,  &c,  gave  the  disease,  at  first 
sight,  the  aspect  of  onychia  maligna." 

Liut  having  for  some  time  been  intro- 
duced in  the  cleft  between  the  nail  and  the 
flesh,  and  the  side  of  the  nail  having  been 
afterwards  pared  away  without  affording  any 
relief,  Mr.  Burnett  "  placed  the  point  of  a 
catlin  in  the  cleft,  and  removed  at  once  the 
side  of  the  nail  bed,  into  which  the  nail  en- 
tered.  The  sore  soon  healed,  no  cause  of 
irritation  being  left ;  and  the  like  operation 
was  subsequently  performed  on  the  other 
side  of  the  toe  with  the  like  result."  Mr. 
Burnett,  however,  wishes  it  to  be  under- 
stood, that  he  is  far  from  thinking  this 
treatment  would  be  beneficial  in  cases  of  true 
onychia  maligna. 

The  second  paper  is  a  communication  by 
M.  Montanceix,  on  the  "  Treatment  of 
Colica  Pictonum  by  Alum,  under  the  di- 
rection of  M.Capelar,  of  the  Hopital  St. 
Antoinc."  Alum  has  for  a  long  time  been 
used  successfully  in  this  disease,  and  there 
is  nothing  remarkable  in  any  of  the  eases 
related  by  M.  Montanceix.  The  remedy  was 
given  in  doses  of  from  one  to  four  drachms. 
It  is  alleged,  that  neither  inflammation  of 
the  stomach  nor  bowels,  has  followed  its 
use  ;  and  that,  in  most  cases,  three  or  four 
drachms  of  tho  alum  were  sufficient  to  ren- 
der the  patient  convalescent,  and  that  in  no 
instance  did  a  relapse  occur.  The  medicine 
was  administered  in  some  mucilaginous 
mixture,  at  intervals  of  from  four  to  six 
hours,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  symp- 
toms, and,  in  several  instances,  the  opera- 
tion of  the  medicine  appeared  to  be  bene- 
ficially promoted  by  the  use,  at  the  same 
time,  of  oily  injections. 

The  above  uninteresting  paper  is  suc- 
ceeded by  an  article  on  diseases  in  Hin- 
dostan,  by  Mr.  Walsh,  who  gives  an  ap- 
palling account  of  the  terrible  ravages  of 
cholera,  and  of  the  inefficacy  and  uncertainty 
of  every  mode  of  treatment  that  is  usually 
adopted.  The  following  extracts  are  worthy 
of  notice  : — 

"  The  unfortunate  soldier  would  make  bis 
will,  as  he  called  it,  and  then  lay  himself 
down,  sometimes  with  an  appearance  of  reiig- 
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nation,  indeed,  ont  without  a  ray  of  hope  ; 
at  other  times,  with  the  fixed  eye  and  con- 
vulsive shudder  of  despair.  Of  cholera,  as 
it  appeared  in  Bunnah,  little  else  might  be 
said  beyond  the  sad  record  of  its  attack  and 
fatal  result,  if  the  symptoms  of  this  period 
did  not  offer  a  powerful  contrast  to  those 
occurring  when  the  regiment  lay  at  Madras 
for  ten  or  twelve  days  preViont  to  its 
embarkation  for  Rangoon.  In  those  day! 
of  health  and  plethoric  fulness,  cholera  per- 
yaded  the  corps  with  epidemic  violence 
and  great  mortality.  The  matt  in  his  bar- 
rack-room  was  aa  often  seised  with  cholera, 
as  his  comrade  exposed  to  fatigue  and  in- 
solation. *  •  *  Throughout  the  middle  and 
latter  periods  of  attack,  or  growing  state  of 
excessive  collapse,  strong  and  warm  punch, 
With  warm  aromatic  draughts,  to  as  great  an 
extent  as  the  stomach  would  admit,  were 
given  alternately  with  calomel  and  opium. 
These  two  powerful  articles  of  the  Materia 
Medica  were,  in  this  disease,  seldom,  I 
might  also  say  never,  as  far  as  my  observa- 
tion went,  attended  with  their  usual  speci- 
fic results.  Neither  Btimulus,  excitement, 
nor  ptyalism  followed,  although  given  to  a 
startling  extent,  not  in  grains  or  drops,  hut 
by  scruples,  drachms,  and  spoonfuls  !" 

Mr.  Waller  has  communicated  the  half- 
yearly  report  of  cases  from  the  London  and 
Southwark  Midwifery  Institution,  of  which 
he  is  Consulting  Accoucheur.  It  appears, 
that  out  of  160  women  delivered,  there  were 
five  .breech  presentations,  one  footling,  and 
one  face,  the  remainder  being  natural.  There 
were  three  or  four  cases  of  severe  haemor- 
rhage, and  it  would  appear  that  the  patients 
were  saved  by  the  prompt  removal  of  the 
placenta.  One  patient  died  from  inflamma- 
tion, following  severe  labour.  On  the  post- 
m or  tem  examination  of  this  patient,  it  ap- 
peared that  "  the  peritoneal  surfaces  were 
highly  inflamed,  and  extensively,  nay,  almost 
generally,  adherent  to  each  other.  A  con- 
siderable clot  of  blood  was  resting  on  the 
omentum,  which  was  tightly  adherent  to  the 
intestines,  among  which  was  a  large  quan- 
tity of  bloody  serum."  "  In  several  cases, 
(say*  Mr.  Waller,)  I  have  administered  the 
aecale  cornutum,  and  ita  effects  continue  to 
justify  the  favourable  opinion  I  have  before 
given  of  its  powers.  1  6nd  that  the  powder, 
in  doses  of  half  a  drachm,  repeated  (if  ne- 
cessary) in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  is  usually 
sufficient  to  answer  the,  purpose.  The  au- 
thor concludes  his  paper  with  the  following 
paragraph,  but  we  are  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand how  the  blood  could  have  escaped 
from  the  extremity  of  the  funis,  if  the  liga- 
tures had  been  properly  applied  :— 

*•  In  one  instance  there  was  repeated 
haemorrhage  from  the  umbilical  chord,  which 


few  days.  This,  I  apprehended,  must  have 
arisen  from  disease  of  the  arteries,  as  there 
were  no  less  than  six  ligatures  applied,  and 
by  three  different  persons,  myself  among 
the  rest:  notwithstanding  which,  however, 
the  bleediog  recurred  at  intervals,  and  the 
blood  was  observed  to  issue,  not  from  the 

{tart  at  which  the  ligature  was  applied,  but 
roui  the  extremity  of  the  funis." 

Th6  tear  of  the  Original  communications 
is  brought  up  by  one  from  PaRfait  Lak- 
drau,  entitled,  M  Remarkable  case  of  Cor- 
puscles, freely  moving,  both  in  the  vitreous 
humour  and  in  the  posterior  chamber  of  the 
eye,"  which  title  is  quite  sufficient  to  en- 
able our  readers  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
nature  and  contents  of  this  document. 

Among  the 14  selections"  which  make  up  the 
remainder  of  the  present  Number,  we  per- 
ceive a  report  of  a  difficult  case  of  lithotomy, 
from  the  pen  of  a  Country  Bat,  that  wrig- 
gles in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Winches- 
ter  Hospital,  where,  in  the  vernacular,  he 
is  styled  Mr.  J.  W.  Wiceham.  He  is  nofc 
only  a  Bat,  it  seems,  but  a  critic  also  ;  and 
when  we  can  find  space  to  insert  the  whole 
of  his  report  (us  the  thing  is  so  good,  that 
no  part  of  it  should  be  omitted,)  we  shall 
probably  teach  this  jackal  to  Orme's"  olA 
hack,"  that  he  has  entered  upon  a  most  dan- 
gerous occupation,  and  one,  the  duties  of 
which  he  is  probably,  of  all  Bats,  whether 
metropolitan  or  provincial,  the  least  capable 
of  executing. 

*s  .t  i  j  a 

MIDLAND  MEDICAL  AHB  SURGICAL 
REPORTER. 

The  third  number  of  this  Journal  appeared 
on  the  first  of  the  present  month  ;  but  (he 
next  number  is  not  to  appear  until  the  1st 
of  May,  as  our  country  contemporary  ap- 
pears to  think  that  a  quarterly  publication 
will  be  better  suited  to  the  extent  of  his  re- 
sources than  a  monthly  one.  The  journal 
before  us  contains  several  interesting  pa- 
pers ;  the  first  of  which  U  written  by  Or. 
Walker  of  Huddersfield,  and  is  entitled  "Ob- 
serrations  on  English  Hospitals."  We  shall 
extract  only  that  part  of  the  paper  which 
relates  to  Country  Institutions,  as  we  have 
already,  on  many  occasions,  presented  our 
readers  with,  probably,  more  accurate  ac- 
counts of  the  metropolitan  hospitals,  than 
that  of  Dr.  Walker. 

"  Among  the  earlier  Provincial  Hospitals 
established  in  tins  country,  the  Bristol, 
Winchester,  York,  Exeter,  and  Cambridge, 


stand  conspicuous  ;  and  the   other  large 
ao  weakened  the  infant  that  it  died  in  a  J  towns  soon  after  followed  the  example.  Il| 
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most  of  the  earlier  structures',  various  alter* 
Btioos  hare  been  made  at  different  times, 
in  the  number  or  sise  of  the  wsrds  ;  in  the 
warming  and  ventilation,  or  other  improve- 
ments, which  it  is  not  possible  to  enume- 
rate within  the  limits  of  the  present  paper. 
In  stating,  too,  the  number  of  patients  and 
expenditure,  it  should  be  remembered  that 
no  two  years  are  alike  in  this  respeet,  and 
that  the  facta  here  detailed  apply  only  to 
one  year,  and  that,  not  always  the  last. 
With  respect  to  the  number  and  sise  of  the 


900.  Two  fever  wards  hare  been  erected 
in  the  garden  of  the  Hospital,  by  a  separate 
fund  raised  for  the  purpose.  There  are  also 
more  than  t'OOO  patients  annually  relieved 
at  the  York  Dispensary. 

"  The  Exeter  Infirmary  was  erected  in 
1741,  at  an  expense  of  about  6000/.,  and  is 
supported  by  annual  subscriptions.  The 
snnusl  number  of  in  and  out-patients* 
amounts  to  nearly  1700.  The  anonal  ex- 
pense, per  bed,  about  23/. 

The  Salop  Infirmary  was  formed  in 


wards,  it  haa  been  the  practice  of  most  of  1745.  It  is  situated  on  the  verge  of  an 
the  more  modern  Infirmaries  to  prefer  small  eminence,  and  commands  every  advantage 
wards  to  large  ones,  which  were  less  adapt-  of  salubrious  air  and  delightful  prospect.* 
ed  to  the  classification  of  the  cases.    Kx-  j  There  are  nearly  90  beds,  and  the  annual 


Bmples  of  each  will  occur  in  the  course  of 
the  following  details. 

"  The  Bristol  Infirmary,*  one  of  the  ear- 
liest Provincial  institutions,  wss  establish- 
ed in  ITS  '),  and  is  a  noble  monument  of  the 
munificence  of  the  inhabitants,  by  the  vo- 
luntary subscriptions  of  whom  it  is  chiefly 
supported.  There  are  fifteen  wards,  seven 
for  medical  and  eight  for  surgical  cases,  and 
each  of  the  former  receives  13  patients,  so 
that,  although  occupied  by  more  than  90 
individuals,  no  inconvenience  can  arise  from 
nnv  crowding,  or  improper  accumulation  of 
any  kind.  The  total  number  of  beds,  in 
both  medical  and  surgical  wards,  exceeds 
200.  The  number  of  in-patients,  in  on* 
year,  »  nearly  1800;  and  out-patients, 
nearly  4000  ;  and  the  annual  expense,  per 
bed,  about  *6/. 

"  A  County  Hospital  was  established  in 
Hampshire,  st  Winchester,  as  early  as  1736. 
The  building  consists  of  s  centre,  and  two 
wings ;  and,  in  1824,  contained  nearly  80 
beds.  The  number  of  in  and  out-patients, 
in  one  year,  exceeded  1300.  The  annual 
expense,  per  bed,  about  *8/. 

"  The  Hospital  for  the  relief  of  the  dis- 
eased poor  in  the.  county  of  York,  was  in- 
stituted in  the  year  1740  ;  and  the  present 
public  edifice  was  eTected  for  that  purpose, 
as  soon  as  the  charitable  fund  would  allow 
of  that  expense.  It  was,  for  many  years, 
the  only  Institution  of  that  nature  north  of 
the  Trent.  The  great  utility  of  this  Hos 
pital  procured  it  such  liberal  benefactions, 
that  though  at  fit  st  the  lower  words  only 
could  be  opened,  in  a  few  years  the  upper 
wards  also  were  fitted  up  for  use  ;  so  that,  in 
the  whole,  the  number  of  beds  foT  men  was 
increased  to  49,  and  the  same  number  for 
women.  Every  person  who  is  a  benefactor 
of  201.,  or  a  subscriber  of  two  guineas  an  ■ 
nually,  is  a  Governor,  and  is  entitled  to  re- 
commend one  out-patient,  or  one  in-patient, 
at  a  time.  The  total  number  of  in  and  out- 
patients, in  one  year,  amounts  to  nearly 

•  Vide  Dr.  Cbishoim'a  Statistical  Account 
of  Bristol.— Edin.  Med.  Jour.  vol.  xiii. 


number  of  in  and  out-patients  exceeds 
2600. 

"  The  Hospital,  at  Cambridge,  was 
founded  by  Johu  Addenbrooke,  (from  whom 
it  derives  its  name,)  in  the  year  1740,  and 
who  left  about  4000/.  to  erect  and  maintain 
a  small  Physical  Hospital ;  but  the  money 
being  insufficient  for  the  support  of  it,  an 
act  of  Parliament  was  obtained  to  make  it 
a  General  Hospital.  It  was  opened  at 
Michaelmas,  1766,  and  the  number  of  pa- 
tients annually  cured  and  relieved,  is,  upon 
an  average*  1000.  The  expenses,  of  late 
years,  hsve  been  about  17001  per  annum, 
of  which  sum  about  600/.  arises  from  the 
permanent  funds,  and  the  remainder  from 
the  voluntary  contributioua  of  the  public. 
Two  wings  hsve  lately  been  erected  and 
furnished,  at  an  expense  of  nearly  40001., 
which  are  now  open  for  the  reception  of 
patients.  Benefactors  of  twenty  guineas, 
or  upwards,  are  Governors  for  life  j  annual 
subscribers  of  two  guineas,  or  upwards,  are 
Governors  durift-  * 


pay 


THE  COMMON   B1CI-BEA*,    OR  MARSH  TRE- 
FOIL, AS  A  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  HOI'S. 

Mr.  Yosy  communicated  to  the  Medico* 
Botanical  Society,  that  the  above-named 
plant  is  used  in  Germany  as  a  substitute  for 
bops,  snd  contains  the  bitter  principle  in 
greater  abundance  than  the  cosnmonbop.  The 
1^  ares  should  be  gathered  in  the  spring,  and 
dried  in  the  shade.  It  is  also  employed  in 
brewing  porter  in  Sweden,  and  it  is  said  to 
have  been  introduced  there  by  an  English 
sailor,  in  1789.  For  tbia  communication, 
the  Society  presented  to  Mr.  Yosv  their 
silver  medal.— 7Von«oc/io/u  of  the  Medico-Bo- 
tanical Society,  No.  1. 

*  «  This  Infirmary  has,  of  late,  been  found 
so  incommodious,  that  a  new  Building  is 
being  erected  on  the  original  aite ;  to  ac- 
complish which,  a  munificent  Subscription 
tias  been  entered  into  by  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  County  and  City."— Editors. 
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DR.  M'DO WELL.— MR.  CARMICHAEL. 


RICHMOND  SCHOOL  OF  ANATOMY. 

In  our  last  Number,  we  stated  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  insert  a  tenth  part 
of  the  letters  which  we  have  received  on 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  this 
Institution,  and  on  the  professional  conduct 
of  its  medical  officers.  We  are  at  all  times 
anxious  that  all  parties  should  be  heard 
fully,  both  in  accusation  and  defence  ;  but 
the  controversy  under  the  above  title,  has 
grown  to  such  a  length,  that  we  scarcely 
know  what  to  select  from  the  mass  of  com- 
munications now  lying  before  us.  We  are  of 
opinion,  however,  that  the  following  extracts 
from  two  of  the  communications  will  be 
deemed  by  the  friends  of  Dr.  M'Dowell  and 
Mr.  Carmichael,  a  satisfactory  reply  to  the 
alleged  misrepresentations  of  our  corre- 
spondent Lennox,  relative  to  those  gentle- 
men. Should  any  further  communications 
be  transmitted  to  us  on  the  affairs  of  this 
Institution,  we  entreat  that  they  may  be 
made  as  brief  as  possible. 

OR.  M'DOWELL. 

As  your  readers  have  been  treated  with 
a  caricature  of  this  gentleman,  and  as  his 
character  has  gone  before  the  English  public 
in  an  unfavourable  point  of  view,  it  may 
not  be  unacceptable,  before  I  conclude,  to 
give  something  in  the  shape  of  a  likeness. 
Dr.  M'Dowell  is  somewhat  above  the  middle 
gixe,  with  a  pale,  thoughtful  cast  of  coun- 
tenance, plain  in  his  dress,  mild  and  un- 
affected in  his  manners.  As  an  hospital 
surgeon,  be  possesses  in  a  high  degree  the 
faculty  of  combining  despatch  of  business 
with  an  accurate  attention  to  the  examina- 
tion of  every  case  of  interest.  He  does  not 
Lurry  from  bed  to  bed,  with  a  look  of  solemn 
importance,  leaving  his  pupils  staring  in 
blank  ignorance,  nor  does  he  occupy  their 
time  in  minute  and  trifling  disquisition.  He 
makes  it  a  general  rule  to  have  the  symp- 
toms and  treatment  of  every  case  deserving 
attention,  accurately  noted  by  the  clinical 
clerk  on  the  ticket  appended  to  each  bed. 
By  this  means  he  gives  to  the  pupil  the 
opportunity  of  studying  at  a  glance,  at  any 
time,  and  in  the  most  favourable  situation, 
the  origin,  history,  and  treatment  of  dis- 
ease. There  is  one  point  in  which  this 
gentleman  has  obtained  a  distinguished  pre- 
eminence, a  point  which,  more  than  any 
other,  marks  the  patient  and  acute  observer. 
I  mean  diagnosis.  In  this  important  branch 
of  medical  study  Dr.  M'Dowell  ranks  with 
the  first  surgeons  in  this  metropolis.  As  an 
operator,  he  has  many  advantages  ;  steadi- 
ness, coolness,  and  an  extensive  knowledge 
of  relative  anatomy.  The  success  of  the  dif- 
ferent operations  performed  by  him  at  the 


Richmond  Hospital,  is  the  best  proof  of  his 
capability.  In  his  deportment  towards  the 
students  he  is  frank,  communicative,  and 
gentlemanlike.  During  my  attendance  at 
the  Richmond  1  have  studied  him  closely, 
and  my  conviction  is,  that  no  man  is  so 
anxious,  and  very  few  so  capable,  of  fur- 
nishing the  student  with  sound  and  practical 
information.  Mr.  M'Dowell  is  still  a  young 
man  ;  let  him  boldly  and  steadily  pursue  his 
present  course ;  every  day  will  make  new 
additions  to  his  valuable  acquirements,  and 
with  the  abilities  and  industry  he  possesses,  - 
he  has  before  him  the  prospect  of  a  long 
and  splendid  career  of  utility. 
Dublin.  A  Studemt. 

MR.  CARMICHAEL. 

My  answer  to  Lennox's  charge  of  irregu- 
lar attendance,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Car- 
michael, will  be  found  in  the  following  cer- 
tificate. 

Richmond  Surgical  Hospital, 
Jan.  2,  1829. 
Having  carefully  examined  the  surgeon  s 
signature  book  of  this  hospital,  from  the 
1st  day  of  November,  1827,  to  the  1st  day 
of  November,  1828,  I  certify  that  I  have 
ascertained  from  it,  that  Mr.  Carmichael 
personally  visited  the  hospital,  on  Mondays 
and  Fridays,  seventy-six  times  at  eight 
o'clock,  and  fifteen  times  at  twelve  o'clock, 
the  hours  appointed  to  meet  the  pupils.  I 
have  further  to  state,  that  during  a  part  of 
the  summer,  the  hour  of  attendance  was 
changed  from  eight  to  twelve  o'clock,  at 
the  request  of  a  majority  of  the  class,  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
course  of  lectures  on  botany,  given  at  the 
former  boor,  by  Dr.  Liston.  The  accuracy 
of  this  statement,  for  which  1  hold  myself 
answerable,  may  be  relied  on,  and  may 
easily  be  ascertained  by  reference  to  the 
signature  book. 

Pakenham  Beatty, 
Apothecary  to  the  House  of  Industry t 
and  Hospitals  attached. 

I  have  frequently  seen  Mr.  Belton  em- 
ployed in  prescribing  for  the  externs,  in  the 
Richmond  Hospital,  since  the  publication  of 
Lennox's  first  letter,  just  as  before  it.  Mr. 
Carmichael  has,  unhappily,  been  prevented 
attending  tho  hospital  at  eight  o'clock  for 
some  weeks  past,  by  illness ;  and  it  is  true 
Dr.  M'Dowell  has  visited,  his  wards  in  his 
absence ;  but,  on  the  only  similar  occasion 
within  my  memory,  when  Mr.  Carmichael 
went  to  England  for  the  recovery  of  hia 
health,  two  years  ago,  Mr.  Hutton,  not  Mr. 
Belton,  was  appointed  to  do  the  same  duty  ; 
though  Mr.  Belton  was  then,  as  now,  in 
the  habit  of  prescribing  for  the  extern  pa- 
tients. . 
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"  What,"  exclaims  Lennox,  in  amaze' 
ment,  "  doea  Richmond  mean,  by  the  ad- 
vantages afforded  the  pupils  by  the  House 
of  Industry,  and  which  induce  several  of  them 
to  flock  to  the  Richmond  snare  V  My  reply 
is,  the  House  of  Industry  is  not  simply  au 
immense  poor  house,   'i  bis  great  establish- 
ment, supported  by  government,  includes,  j 
besides  the  Lunatic  Asylum  and  Poor  I 
House,  which,  in  a  great  measure,  supplies ! 
the  hospitals  with  patients,  four  large  hos*  ; 
pitals  :  the  Richmoud  Surgical,  the  Hard-  i 
wicke  Fever,  the  Whitworth  Chronic  Medi- 
cal, and  the  Wellesley,  (the  most  distant, 
not  a  five  minutes'  walk  from  the  school) 
and,  lastly,  the  Talbot  Dispensary,  where  a 
very  great  number  of  out-patients  are  daily 
prescribed  for. 

I  now  take  a  fioal  leave  of  this  discussion  ; 
and  appeal,  with  confidence,  to  the  judg- 
ment of  our  fellow-students,  to  whom  1 
have  addressed  myself  through  you,  re- 
specting the  matters  in  dispute  between 
Lennox  and  myself. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Richmond. 

Dublin,  Jan.  1829. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Saturday,  February  SI,  1829. 

Mr.  Arnott  in  the  Chair. 

THE  SACEVILLE-STttEET  CIVIL  STAFF.  USE 

OF  COLCHICUM  IN  ACUTE  RUECMATI3U. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  were  read, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  items  of  the 
Treasurer's  accounts  were  detailed ;  one 
of  theae  created  considerable  merriment 
throughout  the  Society,  namely,—"  Police 
officers,  1/.  10s." ! !  I 

Dr.  Webster,  in  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Gregory,  brought  forward  the  treatment  of 
Acute  Rheumatism,  by  colchicum,  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining,  whether  the  Society 
had  found  this  medicine  as  efficient  recently 
as  it  was  estimated  to  have  been  three  or 
four  years  ago.  In  inflammatory,  or  acute 
rheumatism,  he  had  found  it  peculiarly  use- 
ful. Where  the  patient  felt  relieved  by 
perspiration,  and  where  the  pain  was  in- 
creased when  the  patient  felt  warm  without 
perspiring,  he  considered  colchicum  an  in- 
valuable remedy.  Where  the  symptoms 
were  aggravated  by  perspiration,  aud  re- 
lieved by  warmth  without  perspiration,  in 
his  opinion  it  ought  not  to  be  administered  ; 
wine,  bark,  &c,  being  more  useful  in  that 
case.   In  cases  of  rheumatism,  not  attended 


with  inflammatory  diathesis,  such  as  wss 
usually  met  with  in  old  people,  colchicum 
wss  hurtful.  In  cases,  such  as  he  had  de- 
scribed, and  which  he  considered  favour* 
able  for  its  exhibition,  he  had  given  it  with 
the  best  effects :  he  objected  to  large  doses. 
His  mode  of  administering  it  was  from  25 
to  30  drops  of  the  wine,  combined  with  sul- 
phate of  magnesia  and  peppermint- water, 
preceded  by  aperient  medicine.  Bleeding 
was  au  excellent  remedy  in  some  species  of 
rheumatism;  colchicum  acted  on  the  sys- 
tem very  similaily  to  bleeding,  and  fre- 
quently superseded  its  necessity. 

Dr.  Millican  had  used  this  medicine  in 
acute  rheumatism,  and  from  his  experience 
of  it,  he  would  not  trust  a  case,  well  marked, 
to  colchicum  solely  ;  bleeding  was  called 
for.  Dr.  Fordyce  had  stated,  that  since  he 
had  left  off  bleedings,  he  had  met  with  fewer 
cases  of  metastasis  thsn  he  had  done  before ; 
his  (Dr.  Milligan's)  experience  was  just  the 
contrary.  He  waa  not  an  advocate  for  large 
or  repeated  bleeding,  but  colchicum  ought 
to  be  preceded  by  depletion.  It  ought  also 
to  be  given  in  combination  with  Diaphore- 
tics, probably  with  the  infusion  of  senna 
and  the  liquor  ammon.  acet.  Would  Dr. 
Webster  prohibit  bleeding  altogether,  or 
would  he  recommend  it  in  some  cases  ;  and 
were  the  colour  aud  condition  of  the  blood 
-to  be  any  guide  as  to  the  continuance  or 
non- repetition  of  depleting  ?  A  butcher,  a. 
patient  of  his,  who  had  been  afflicted  with 
rheumatic  g<mt,  had  objected  to  bleeding ; 
he  had  been  treated  with  colchicum,  aud 
other  remedies,  when  labouring  under  a 
second  attack,  and  under  this  treatment  got 
worse  and  sunk.  On  examination,  it  turned 
out  that  be  laboured  uuder  pericarditis, 
rheumatism  of  the  heart,  and  ascites.  Tbia 
waa  a  case  allowing  that  it  was  not  safe  to 
rely  on  the  use  of  colchicum. 

Dr.  Wkbstbb  did  not  object  to  bleeding 
in  some  cases  of  acute  rheumatism,  but 
administering  the  colchicum,  agreeably  to 
his  formula,  would  very  frequently  cure  the 
disease  without  the  abstraction  of  blood  at 
all ;  large  dosea  of  colchicum  he  condemned. 
In  two' cases,  where  drachm  doses  had  been 
given  every  three  or  four  hours,  dysenteiy 
succeeded,  and  carried  off  the  patients 
within  three  days.  Colchicum  he  consider- 
ed to  act  ou  the  system  as  a  contra-sti- 
mulant ;  it  depressed,  exceedingly,  the  vital 
powers  ;  its  adrainistiation,  iu  combination 
with  camphor  and  ammonia,  was  objection- 
able, inasmuch  as  the  latter  were  direct 
stimulants. 

Dr.  Macleod  differed  from  Dr.  Webster. 
Tho  utility  of  tin;  colchicum  depended  upon 
the  pait  affected.  In  the  most  acute  form 
of  rheumatism,  it  was  found  diffused  over 
the  limbs,  generally  affeotiug  the  substance 
of  the  muscles,  and  between  them  aud  the 
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joints.  TIi ere  were  cases,  of  equally  acute 
rheumatism,  where  the  joints  only  WefW 
affected,  or  the  sheaths  of  the  tendons  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  joints,  and  which 
tare  rise  to  a  swelling  limited  to  the  joints 
and  tendons.  This  was  met  with  hoth  in 
the  small  and  large  joints,  and  bora  the 
it  resemblance  to  gout ;  the  closer  the 
kblanee  the  rheumstism  bore  to  gout  the 
fcacious  would  colchieum  be  found. 
The  result  of  his  experience  led  him  to  ssy, 
that  Whenever  the  synovial  membrane,  and 
sheaths  of  tendons,  were  stfected,  colchieum 
was  very  beneficial  ;  in  other  cases,  unless 
it  was  combined  with  other  powerful  reme- 
dies, it  would  do  no  good  ;  and  if  accom- 
panied with  other  remedies,  snd  good  re- 
sulted, the  benefit  could  hsrdly  be  attri- 
buted to  the  colchieum.  He  regarded  its  best 
effects  to  arise  from  its  action  on  the  bowels  | 
as  a  direct  diuretic  it  wss  not  certain. 

Dr.  Johnstone  had  found  people  to  die 
without  the  use  of  colchieum  at  all,  (laugh- 
ter,) and,  therefore,  he  did  not  think  that 
Dr.  Webster's  opinion  was  well  founded,  in 
attributing  the  death  of  the  two  patients  to 
Whom  he  alluded ,  solely  to  the  use  of  the  col- 
chieum. It  was  true  that  drachm  doses  were 
large ;  even  twenty-five  drops,  when  repeat- 
ed three  or  four  ttmesin  the  course  of  twenty, 
four  hours,  were  to  be  looked  upon  as  large 
doses.  He  seldom  gave  more  than  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  drops.  Dr.  Webster  had 
shown  nothing  to  prevent  its  being  fairly 
•excluded,  that  the  rheumatism  had  been 
removed  by  metastasis  to  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  bowels,  and  that  this  had 
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warm  or  tepid  bath  in  cases  of  acute  rheuma- 
tism. Fomentations  or  evaporating  lotions 
might  be  used. 

Mr.  Thomson  wished  to  know  whether 
Dr.  Macleod  hsd  found,  in  the  case  lie  had 
alluded  to,  the  effusion  absorbed  under  the 
use  of  the  colchieum ;  or  whether,  if  ab- 
sorption had  taken  place,  he  ascribed  it  to 
the  use  of  other  medicines  ? 

Dr.  Macleoo  hod  never  employed  the 
colchieum  alone.  He  wns  a  great  advocate 
fbf  the  application  of  leeches.  The  absorp- 
tion of  the  effusion  had  taken  place,  but 
where  it  had,  it  was  very  likely  te  return. 

Dr.  Cofelano  thought  that  rheumatism 
affected  the  fibro-seroua  structure,  snd 
thst  it  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  middle  of 
the  limb,  aud  in  tire  mnscular  substance  ; 
therefore,  he  did  not  put  much  stress  on 
Dr.  Macleod's  distinction.  Great  attention 
was  necessary  to  be  paid  to  all  the  secre- 
tions. After  purging,  moderate  depletion, 
snd  the  use  of  diaphoretics,  he  might  give 
colchieum  with  the  best  effects.  He  had  not 
administered  more  than  half  a  drachm  at  a 
time.  He  believed  camphor,  the  liquor  am- 
nion, acet.,  spiritfs  Rrthens  nit.,  and  medicines 


of  this  description,  to  form  the  most  usefut 

combination  with  the  colchieum*  In  the 
mere  chronic  form  of  the  disesse,  decided 
purgation  ought  to  be  resorted  to,  followed 
by  diaphoretics,  and  then  the  colchieum 
combined  with  ammonia  or  camphor,  or  it 
might  be  tonic  infusions.  Ia  all  cues 
where  the  vascular  or  nervous  systems  were 
inordinately  excited,  and  in  all  diseases 
of  the  chest,  of  the  broachial  linings,  and 
so  on,  colchieum  wsa  to  be  regarded  as 
a  sedative  or  counter  irritant.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  the  exhibition  of  colchi- 
eum actually  iaereased  or  diminished  ths 
liability  to  metastasis.  Camphor  waa  not 
to  be  regarded  as  a  direct  stimulant ;  and 
as  Dr.  Webster  hsd  not  used  colchieum  in 
combination  with  it,  his  opinion  upon  it  was 
to  be  bat  little  relied  upoa. 

Mr.  Bennett  looked  upon  rheumatism 
more  as  a  disease  of  the  blood  than  of  ths 
solids.  The  ground  of  this  opinion  Was, 
that  where  no  inflammatory  symptoms  ex- 
isted rheumatism  was  found,  and  the  blood 
decidedly  altered,  presenting  a  huffy  coat. 
The  frequency  of  metastasis  was  likewise 
to  be  regarded  as  a  circumstance  authorizing 
that  opinion,  as  well  as  the  great  number 
of  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  which 
were  daily  to  be  met  with  from  rheumatism.  - 

Dr.  Granville  was  happy  to  find  that 
doctors  differed  in  opinion.  Thongh  the 
colchieum  had  not  been  productive  of  bene* 
ficial  effects  in  his  own  person,  yet  he 
had  prescribed  it  with  great  success.  It 
might,  therefore,  be  useful  in  some  in- 
stances, and  be  of  no  benefit  in  others.  He 
had  found  small  doses  of  calomel  combined 
with  antimony  extremely  useful.  A  gen- 
tleman who  had  been  regularly  educated  to 
the  profession  in  France,  and  who  bad  brought 
with  him  to  this  country  every  proof  of  good 
edncation,  had  a  fluid ,  consisting  of  a  sort 
of  oily  substance,  by  the  external  use  of 
which  he  pledged  himself  to  remove  all  rheu- 
matic affections  that  came  under  his  notice. 
He  invited  gentlemen  in  the  profession  t© 
give  this  remedy  a  trial  ;  he  asked  for  no 
reward— be  merely  wished  to  have  its  bene* 
ficial  effects  attested  by  the  best  authorities-, 
and  he  (Dr.  Granville)  hoped  the  gentlemen 
wouiu  not  nesiiaif  vo  gi*w  mis  n  e  vrj  y  *  in- 
vented medicine  n  fair  trial.  The  gentleman: 
had  left  bis  address  with  Dr.  Gran  villa,  and 
it  should  be  communicated  to  any  who 
wished  to  give  the  thing  a  trial. 

Dr.  Johnstone  could  not  suppose  this 
gentleman  to  possess  an  atom  of  good  feel* 
ing  to  the  public,  or  to  have  any  thing  like 
the  principle  of  medical  fiberairty,  of  the 
dignity  of  the  profession  at  heart,  otherwise, 
he  would  come  forward  openly  at  once  and 
disclose  the  composition  of  the  medtchn%- 
that  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  country 
might  nave  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  n$ 
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4«alities,tnd  trying  its  efficacy.  He  regarded 
it  as  downright  quackery. 

M  r.  Thomson  had  witnessed  tho  use  of 
colchicum  combined  with  the  carbonate  of 
magnesia,  in  arthritic  rheumatism,  produc- 
tive of  the  most  beneficial  effects. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEWS  HOSPITAL. 


CASE  OF  SEVERE  LACEBATIOK  OF  THE  UP- 
PER AND  LOWER  LEFT  EYE-LIDS,  VOL- 
LOWED  UV  TOTAL  LOSS  OF  SIGHT. 

Esther  Leach,  «tat.  14,  was  admitted  at 
halt-past  sis  o'clock  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Dec.  16,  undeT  the  care  of  Mr.  Lawrence. 
On  running  hastily  out  of  a  butcher's  shop,  a 
hook  on  which  meat  had  hung,  caught  the 
lower  eyelid,  passed  over  the  globe-,  entered 
underneath  the  upper  eyelid,  and  csme  out 
at  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  above  the 
palpebia,  making  a  complete  section  of  the 
parts,  and  tearing  the  upper  eyelid  from  its 
attachments  at  each  angle  of  the  orbit. 
The  globe  was  not  in  the  least  affected,  nor 
any  part  of  the  substance  of  the  eye  pens 
t rated.  There  was  considerable  swelling  of 
the  part*  around  the  eye.  He  removed  two  i 
▼ery  am  all  specula  from  the  frontal  bone, 
pear  to  the  external  angle,  and  thought  he 
felt  an  additional  fracture.  The  poor  girl  suf- 
fered much  from  the  effect  of  the  light  upon 
the  eye,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  paJpebra, 
and  iu teguments  covering,  and  around,  the 
e}*e,  were  hauling  down  upon  her  cheek  ; 
she  was  in  great  agony.  Mr.  Burnett  pre- 
scribed no  medicine,  simply  requesting  the 
nurse  to  keep  a  wet  cloth  over  the  parts.  In 
this  couditiou  the  girl  remained  till  nearly 
two  o'clock  on  the  following  day,  when  Mr. 
Lawrence  reached  her  bed  in  his  rounds 
through  the  ward.  Mr.  Burnett  did  not 
think  it  necessary,  from  the  condition  of 
the  edges  of  the  wound,  to  bring  them  to- 
gether, on  admission.  The  inflammatory 
process  that  was  subsequently  to  be  expected, 
he  conceived,  would  have  been  aggravated 
by  such  an  attempt.  Mr.  Lawrence  con- 
sidered that  iujuries  of  this  nature  ought 
to  have  the  most  prompt  attention  paid 
M  them;  The  edgea  of  the  wound,  after 
properly  cleaning  the  parts,  ought  to  have 
been  instantly  brought  together  by  su- 
tures, because  in  his  view  the  inflamma- 
tion, contraction  of  the  parts,  and  disposition 
to  slough  at  the  edges,  after  even  a  few  hours 
delay,  were  greatly  calculated  to  le  ssen  the 
chance  of  a  good  cure,  or  of  saving  the 
eye.  At  this  period  a  sloughing  process 
had  affected,  if  not  the  whole,  the  greater 
part  of  the  edges  of  the  lacerated  integu- 
stiH  Mr.  Lawrence  conceived  it 


to  important  that  union,  if  practicable, 
should  be  effected,  that  he  deemed  it  right 
to  give  the  parts  a  chance.  Accordingly 
he  brought  them  together  with  eight  or 
nine  sutures,  after  much  difliculty,  and 
ordered  three  grains  of  calomel  and  twelve 
of  jalap  to  be  taken  immediately,  the 
house  medicine  in  two  hours  afterwards, 
and  a  wet  cloth  tobe  kept  constantly  applied. 

18.  The  left  side  of  the  face  is  much 
swollen.  The  eyelids  are  veryblaok,  and 
the  inflammation  rapidly  extending.  Great 
paiu  in  the  parts  End  head,  and  exquisite 
intolerance  of  light.  Tongue  white  ;  pulse 
frequent.  The  bowels  have,  been  freely 
opened.  Mr.  Lawrence  felt  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  dividing  the  sutures,  and  conse- 
quently allowing  the  parts  to  fail  back  into 
nearly  the  situation  in  which  they  were 
when  he  first  saw  them.  Ordered  an 
ounce  and  a  half  of  the  saline  mixture, 
three  tint  ex  a- day. 

19.  Suppuration  has  taken  plaoe,  and  the 
sloughs  of  the  upper  eyelid  are  separating. 
The  whole  face  is  much  swollen  and  in* 
flamed,  particularly  the  left  aide.  Slept 
during  the  night  Twtlve  leeches  to  be 
applied  round  the  eye,  and  continue  the 
mixture. 

SI.  Suppuration  going  on  to  a  coasidersble 
extent.  A  small  abscess  is  formed  in  the 
left  temple,  and  the  patient  hi  very  feverish*. 
Apply  twelve  more  leechee,  and  continue 
the  medicine. 

v-i.  Mr.  l^awrence  opened  the  abscess, 
and  bloody  pus  escaped.  The  cornea  has 
become  opaque  and  shrivelled,  the  eyelids) 
much  the  same.  Ordered  a  bread  and  water 
poultice. 

*3.  Granulations  appear  on  the  edges  of 
the  wound.  The  cornea  has  sloughed,  and 
a  portion  of  the  contents  of  the  globe  es- 
caped, leased  a  good  night,  and  feel*  better. 

SO.  Still  considerable  discharge  {  the  gra- 
nulations are  increasing,  and  the  wound 
looks  healthy,  lite  conjunctive  has  suppu- 
rated. The  an r face  of  the  cornea  is  removed 
by  ulceration,  presenting  a  yellow  foni  exca- 
vation, from  which  there  ift  a  alight  dis- 
charge. 

31.  Mr.  Lawrence  enlarged  the  opening 
iuto  the  abscess.  A.  very  considerable  por- 
tion of  healthy  pus,  mixed  with  blood, 
escaped.  Considerable  inflammation  about 
the  parts. 

Jan.  2.  The  palpebras,  which  hung  down 
over  the  cheek,  to  be  supported  by  dress* 
ings,  and  a  bandage  across  the  socket,  in 
the  hope  tnat  the  granulating  surfaces  may 
unite  in  such  a  way,  as  that  the  defect  may 
be  the  less  apparent. 

h.  The  wound  is  rapidly  healing.  No 
pain  in  it  The  entire  substance  of  the 
cornea  seems  gone.  There  is  a  block  ring 
formed  by  the  iris,  in  the  middle  of  which 
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appears  a  little  pupillary  opening,  and  a 
part  of  the  membrane  of  the  aqueous  hu- 
mour. 

From  this  period  the  healing  process 
went  on,  occasionally,  however,  interrupted 
by  one  or  two  alight  Accumulations  of  pus, 
until  about  the  end  of  the  month,  when  the 
patient  left  the  hospital.  There  was,  then, 
a  large  granulating  surface  over  the  situa- 
tion of  the  eye,  upon  the  lacerated  integu- 
ments, the  edges  of  which  have  been 
brought  together,  ao  as  nearly  to  conceal 
the  remaining  parts  of  the  orbit. 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 


STRANGULATED  FEMORAL  HERNIA. 

M.  B.,  astat.  65,  was  brought  into  Anne's 
Ward,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  Wednesday,  February  11th,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  Tyrrell,  with  a  strangulated  fe- 
morsl  hernia  in  the  right  groin,  which  had 
descended,  during  a  fit  of  vomiting,  the  pre- 
ceding night.  The  tumour  was  of  consider- 
able tize.  The  patient,  who  had  incessant 
vomiting,  and  complained  of  great  tender- 
ness of  the  abdomen,  slated,  that  ahe  had 
been  subject  to  hernia  for  a  long  time,  but 
always  before  had  been  enabled  to  return  it 
herself.  On  the  arrival  of  Mr*  Tyrrell,  with 
whom  was  Mr.  Green,  the  taxis  and  freezing 
mixture  having  been  unsuccessfully  applied* 
an  operation  was  proposed,  to  which  the 
patient  readily  assented.  The  sac  was 
found  to  contain  a  considerable  quantity  of 
omentum,  and  a  portion  of  small  intestine. 
The  omentum,  one  or  two  ounces  of  which 
were  removed,  was  adherent,  but  not  dis- 
coloured  ;  the  intestine  dark  and  thickened. 
A  great  many  pupils  were  present,  who  had 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  attending  Mr. 
Green's  Surgical  Lecture.  The  operation, 
which  waa  well  performed,  occupied  23 
minutes.  The  patient  was  put  to  bed,  and 
ordered  warm  fomentations  to  the  abdomen, 

15  tninimt  of 
afterwards, 
Calomel,  2  grains ; 

Opium,  one-third  of  a  grain  every  four 
hours ; 

Jfautt  enema,  with  4  drachms  of  castor 
oil. 

1 2.  Has  been  restless  during  the  night, 
but  slept  a  little  towards  the  morning  ;  vo- 
mited occasionally,  which  was  slightly  ster- 
coraceous.  Pulse  small  and  feeble.  Con- 
tinue the  calomel  and  opium  ;  no  evacuation 
from  the  bowels;  enema  repeated;  a  little 
brandy  in  the  evening. 

13.  Passed  a  tolerable  night ;  poise  feeble  j 


vomiting  ceased  ;  calomel  and  opium  ever 
six  hours  ;  enema  of  compound  mixture  of 
senna,  which  again  returned ;  red  wine, 
four  ounces  ;  a  pint  of  porter  daily. 

14.  Brandy,  3  ounces  daily  pulse  100, 
soft  and  feeble  ;  bowels  opened  three  times 
since  yesterday  morning  ;  sago  and  syrup; 
no  vomiting.  The  wound  presents  an  un- 
healthy appearance  ;  complains  of  great  de- 
bility, which  continued  to  increase  till  half- 
past  eleven  o'clock  this  morning,  (Sunday,) 
when  she  expired. 

The  body  was  removed  by  the  friends 
before  sny  post-mortem  examination  had 
taken  place  ' 


ACUTE  TETANUS. 

David  Goodhall,  rntat.  15,  was  admitted 
into  this  Hospital  about  12  o'clock  on  Tues- 
day, the  17th  of  February,  1829,  labouring 
under  acute  tetanus ;  the  symptoms  then 
present  were  trismus  and  opisthotonos,  with 
great  ligidiiy  of  the  abdominal  muscles.  It 
appeared,  from  his  own  account,  that  the 
symptoms  bad  made  their  appearance  four 
days  previous  to  admission,  and  the  only 
cause  that  could  be  assigned  was,  a  chil- 
blain which  had  ulcerated  immediately  over 
the  right  teudo  achillis,  in  sire  rather 
larger  than  a  shilling.  He  was  ordered  by 
Dr.  Elliotson  to  take  half  an  ounce  of  the 
subcarbonate  of  iron  every  two  hours ;  enema, 
with  three  ounces  of  oil  of  turpentine,  and 
a  pint  of  decoction  of  barley,  which  pro- 
duced three  or  four  evacuations.  Pulse 
strong,  and  rather  full,  varying  from  100  to 
140. 

18.  Common  enema ;  continue  the  sub- 
carbonate  of  iron.  Experiences  no  relief 
from  any  thing  that  has  been  done ;  evi- 
dently much  worse.  Expired  about  half- 
past  eight,  pan. 

An  examination  of  the  body  took  place 
18  hours  after  death,  when  the  brain,  spinal 
chord,  thoracic,  aud  abdominal  viscera,  were 
carefully  inspected  by  Mr.  M'Murdo,  in  the 
presence  of  Dr.  Williams;  nothing,  how- 
ever, was  discovered  in  any  of  these  parts, 
different  to  what  is  usually  observed  in 
health. 


OPERATIONS,  20TH  FEBRUARY. 

John  Kate,  astat.  66,  came  into  the  Hos- 
pital,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Green,  about 
five  weeks  since,  with  symptoms  of  stone, 
which  he  stated  had  existed  for  three  years. 
When  placed  on  the  table  and  sounded,  it 
could  be  distinctly  heard  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  patient.    After  the  skin 


•  Mr.  Tyrrell,  however,  examiued  the 
body  after  it  had  been  taken  from  "the  hos- 
pital, and  was  unable  to  discover  any  thing 
to  account  for  the  woman's  death. 
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and  cellular  substance  had  been  divided,  1  was  bled,  and  began  to  take  saline  mixture. 


the  gorget  was  applied,  but  apparently  an 
opening  hod  not  been  made  into  tbe  urethra  ; 
the  kuife  was  therefore  again  used,  and  on 
a  second  application  of  the  gorget,  it  was 
passed  with  facility  into  the  groove  of  the 
staff,  and  carried  onwards  into  the  bladder  ; 
the  forceps  were  then  introduced,  and  a 
stone  of  large  size  extracted  ;  but  it  was 
ascertained  that  a  second  remained  in  the 
bladder,  this  broke  into  numerous  fragments 
which  were  removed  with  difficulty,  the 
■coop  having  been  employed  for  extracting 
the  smaller  portions,  and  the  bladder  several 
times  injected  with  warm  water.  Mr.  Green 
was  perfectly  cool  and  collected  throughout 
the  operation,  which  was  necessarily  a  very 
tedious  one,  occupying  39  minutes  in  its 
performance.  The  patient  bore  it  with 
fortitude,  but  at  the  conclusion,  was  re- 
moved from  the  table  evideutly  much  ex- 
hausted. 

Mr.  Tyrrell  afterwards  operated  upon  a 
boy  fourteen  years  of  age,  from  whom  a 
stone  of  considerable  size  was  extracted. 
The  operation  lasted  about  six  minutes. 


HOPITAL  DE  LA  CHARITE. 

PERFORATION  "of  THH  ILEUM. 

In  two  post-mortem  examinations  which 
were  lately  made  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  M.Chomel,  the  intestinal  canal  was 
found  perforated  uuder  very  different  pre- 
vious circumstances. 

The  first  case  was  that  of  an  elderly  man, 
who  had  been  admitted  on  account  of  pul- 
monary disease,  with  profuse  chronic  diar- 
rhoea, to  which,  all  on  a  sudden,  violent  in- 
flammatory symptoms  acceded,  and,  within 
a  very  short  time,  proved  fatal.  On  exami- 
nation, the  upper  portion  of  the  lungs  was 
found  filled  with  tuberculous  matter;  the 
mesenteric  glands  were  diseased  in  a  simi- 
lar manner  ;  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
small  intestines  was  extensively  ulcerated, 
and,  in  some  places,  covered  with  gangre- 
nous eschars,  two  of  which  being  detached, 
the  fecal  matter  had  escaped  into  the  peri- 
toneal cavity  through  tbe  apertures. 

The  second  case  was  of  a  young  man, 
sctat.  20,  of  a  very  robust  constitution,  who 
was  admitted  on  the  11th  of  November. 
He  complained  of  wandering  pains  in  the 
limbs,  violent  headach,  loss  of  appetite, 
thirst,  and  great  debility ;  the  fever  was 
very  high,  the  skin  dry,  and  hot ;  tongue 
foul ;  breath  very  fetid  ;  tbe  abdomen  free 
from  pain.  Emollient  injections,  sodawater, 
and  spare  diet,  were  ordered.  On  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  oatient  having  passed  a 
restless  night,  with  occasional  delirium, 


Two  fluid  stools  ensued,  but  without  any 
alleviation ;  the  tongue  became  dry,  the 
prostration  of  strength  increased,  although 
the  pulse  was  full  and  the  abdomen  free  from 
pain,  even  on  pressure  ;  venesection  was  re- 
peated, and  the  internal  remedies  continued, 
without  any  change.  On  the  ninth  day  of 
the  disease,  the  patient,  who,  for  some  days 
previously,  had  profuse  mucous  diarrhoea, 
became  very  agitated  ;  tbe  pulse  was  very 
weak  and  frequent ;  the  countenance  ex- 
pressive of  violent  pain  ;  the  abdomen  was 
tense,  tympanitic,  very  tender,  especially  in 
the  right  iliac  region.  EmolUent  fomenta- 
tions were  applied  to  the  abdomen,  and  mu- 
cilaginous potions  given  internally,  but  the 
patient  died  on  the  eleventh  day. 

On  opening  the  peritoneum,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  fetid  gas  escaped,  the  intestinal  con- 
volutions were  adherent  to  one  another,  and 
a  considerable  quantity  of  serum  mixed  with 
purulent  matter,  was  effused  over  the  lower 
part  of  the  intestinal  canal.  The  ileum, 
about  ten  inches  from  the  ilio-sacral  valve, 
presented  an  ulceration  of  an  inch  in  diame- 
ter, in  the  centre  of  which  its  coats  were  per- 
forated. The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
small  intestines  was  covered  with  minute 
ulcerations,  which  were  most  numerous  to* 
wards  the  sacrum,  and,  in  many  places,  evi- 
dently passing  into  gangrene.  The  ilio- 
sacral  valve  was  injected,  and  coated  with 
purulent  matter  ;  the  sacrum  exhibited  a 
few  isolated  ulcerations ;  the  colon  and  rec- 
tum were  violently  injected.-— La  Clinique. 


GLASGOW  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 


SCIRRHUS— F.XTIRPATION  OF  TftB  EYE* 

James  Bennib,  aged  50,  entered  the 
Hospital,  February  9th,  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  Couper.  At  the  outer  can  thus  of  tbe 
right  eye  a  small  tumour  was  situated, 
which,  on  pressure,  felt  as  hard  us  carti- 
lage. The  patient  said  it  was  tbe  seat  of 
severe  lancinating  pain,  which  sometimes 
also  extended  over  the  forehead.  In  its 
centre  there  was  an  ulcerated  opening,  from 
which  curdy  pus  was  discharged,  The  sur- 
rounding integuments  were  of  a  dull  red  co- 
lour, and  the  palpebne  could  be  separated 
with  difficulty,  only  to  a  very  small  extent, 
exposing  within,  a  white,  opaque,  and  irre- 
gularly rough  Mirface. 

The  disease  had  commenced  five  years 
before,  in  the  form  of  a  pustule,  which  after- 
wards broke,  and  left  behind  an  irritable 
sore.  This  extended  by  degrees,  so  as  to 
encroach  upon  the  ball  of  the  eye,  which 
gradually  decayed.   Vision  had  M't  the  eye 
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twelve  month  a  before,  and,  at  the  commence' 
ment  of  this  period,  lie  first  observed  the 
tumour,  which  had  become  much  larger  aud 
more  painful  since  an  attack  of  fever  three 
months  before  his  admission  into  the  hos- 
pital. His  health  was  pretty  good,  and 
none  of  the  glands  of  the  face  or  neck 
seemed  affected.  For  some  slight  acidity 
in  his  stomach,  he  was  ordered  a  scruple  of 
rhubarb  aud  magnesia,  with  three  grains  of 
ginger. 

10.  Dr.  Couper  examined  the  patient  to- 
day, and  having  done  so,  he  turned  to  the 
students  and  said,  "  that  the  removal  of  a 
disease  of  such  long  standing,  and  obvious 
character,  by  internal  treatment,  was  alto- 
gether hopeless.  Nothing  but  the  entire 
removal  of  the  diseased  mass  could  afford 
any  chance  of  recovery."  A  consultation 
was  therefore  called. 

13.  The  patient  was  informed,  that  the 
medical  officers  were  of  opinion,  his  only 
hope  of  recovery  rested  on  his  allowing  the 
diseased  substance  to  be  removed  with  the 
knife,  and  that  it  would  uot  only  be  neces- 
sary to  take  away  the  tumour,  but  also  the 
remains  of  the  eye.  To  this,  after  some 
slight  objections,  be  consented. 

13.  Dr.  Couper  began  the  operation  by 
removing  the  tumour,  along  with  the  por- 
tion of  the  palpebra,  by  which  it  was  co- 
vered, and  to  which  it  was  firmly  adherent. 
A  small  vessel  sprung  at  the  outer  canthus, 
which,  however,  did  not  require  a  ligature. 
The  remaining  portion  of  the  upper  eyelid 
was  now  detached  from  its  connexions  with 
the  eyeball,  as  well  as  the  lower.  The  eye 
was  then  taken  hold  of  by  the  forceps,  aud 
the  muscles  cut  through  by  the  curved  scis- 
sors usually  employed  on  such  occasions. 
The  eye  was  in  this  way  extirpated  without 
much  difficulty.  Immediately  afterwards, 
whatever  diseased  substance  could  be  felt, 
was  removed.  The  portion  of  the  frontal 
bone  situated  at  the  outer  canthus,  seemed 
a  little  softened.  The  outer  portion  of  the 
wound  was  secured  by  a  suture,  and  a 
pledget  of  lint  inserted  into  the  now  vacant 
space  caused  by  the  removal  of  the  eye. 
The  tumour,  when  examined,  was  evidently 
of  a  scirrhous  structure.  The  eye  was  also 
affected  with  the  same  disease.  As  the  pa- 
tient complained  of  severe  pain  after  the 
operation,  he  was  ordered  60  drops  of  lau- 
dunum. 

Oil  the  same  day  Dr.  Couper  removed  a 
large  warty  tumour  fiom  a  man's  back*  Mr. 
Cowan  likewise  operated  for  harelip,  on  a 

child. 


CONOHHUO.AL   ui'H  I  H  A1..M1A. 

John  Watt,  a  stout  young  man,  aged  ¥6, 
was  admitted  on  the  10th  December,  by 
Dr.  Couper,  with  gonorrhoea!  ophthalmia. 
The  palpebral  were  much  swollen,  and  of  a 


purple  colour.  The  conjunctive  were  darker 
than  natural,  considerably  distended,  and 
poured  out  a  large  quantity  of  tenacious  yel- 
low matter.  The  cornea?  appeared  to  be 
lucid,  hut  this,  from  the  uneasiness  which 
examination  gave  the  patient,  and  the  parts 
being  obscured  with  the  discharge,  could  not 
be  ascertained  with  any  certainty.  He  com- 
plained of  severe  burning  pain  in  the  balls 
of  both  eyes,  occasionally  extending  round 
the  orbit.  Its  severity  was  much  increased 
during  the  night,  or  when  exposed  to  the 
light.    His  pulse  was  103. 

A  month  before  bis  admission,  he  con- 
tracted a  gonorrhoea,  for  which  he  used  va- 
rious remedies,  with  relief.  In  a  fortnight 
the  discharge  from  the  urethra  was  lessened, 
hut  twelve  days  since  he  felt  a  slight  itching 
in  his  eyes,  which  gradually  became  more 
severe,  accompanied  with  heat,  and  an  acrid 
discharge.  Two  days  after  this  occurrence, 
his  eyelids  became  swollen,  and  the  dis- 
charge more  of  a  purulent  character.  He 
had  used  washes  without  any  benefit.  There 
was  still  some  slight  discharge  from  the 
urethra,  which,  however,  was  unattended 
either  with  heat  or  pain.  The  eyes  were 
ordered  to  be  frequently  washed  with  tepid 
water,  the  conjunctiva  scarified,  and  eight 
leeches  to  each  temple.  He  waa  also  de- 
sired co  take  two  ounces  of  the  sulphate  of 
magnesia  immediately,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing to  drop  into  the  eyes  a  solution  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver. 

11.  The  state  of  the  eyes  was  nearly-  the 
same,  and  similar  treatment  continued.  The 
leeches  and  scarifications  were  to  be  re- 
peated. 

12.  The  pain  was  somewhat  diminished, 
but  the  purulent  discharge  still  remained 
profuse.  His  pulse  was  110.  A  blister  was 
ordered  to  the  neck,  and  the  solution  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver  continued. 

13.  The  blister  caused  him  considerable 
uneasiness,  to  which  he  attributed  his  want 
of  sleep.  He  complained  most  severely  of 
the  left  eye  j  neither  cornea;  were  visible. 
Pulse  90  ;  ten  leeches  were  ordered  to  the 
left  temple,  and  every  night  an  anodyne 
draught. 

15.  The  pain  and  tumefaction  were  con- 
siderably diminished ;  the  discharge  was 
also  less.  There  was  much  ecchymosis  of 
the  conjunctiva;,  but  no  ulceration  of  the 
corneae  could  be  detected.  The  discharge 
from  the  urethra,  though  slight,  still  con- 
tinued. He  was  desired  to  discontinue  the 
solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver,  and  to  use 
a  collyrium  of  one  grain  of  the  muriate  of 
mercury,  dissolved  in  six  ounces  of  rose 
water,  three  times  daily.  He  was  also  or- 
dered the  vinum  opii,  and  his  other  medi- 
cines to  be  continued. 

Jan.  1,  1829.  The  pain  and  inflamma- 
tion, since  the  last  report,  had  been  gra- 
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dually  diaiaiahifig,  but  the  sight  of  the  left 
eve  waa  completely  gone,  and  with  the 
right  he  could  only  distinguish  between  light 
and  darkness.  The  blister  that  had  been 
applied  to  the  neck  was  kept  open,  and  the 
muriate  of  mercury  was  increased  from  one 
to  two  grains,  dissolved  in  the  same  quan- 
tity of  water.  A  blister  had  also  been  ap- 
plied to  the  right  temple,  which  waa  Kept 
discharging  by  means  of  the  savine  oint- 
ment. To-day,  the  sensibility  being  consi- 
derably diminished,  the  eyes  were  exa- 
mined ;  the  left  cornea  appeared  shrunk, 
and  altogether  unfit  for  the  purposes  of 
vision.  The  right,  excepting  one  small 
Bpace  in  its  centre,  was  covered  with  pale 
granulations.  He  waa  ordered  to  omit 
the  lotion,  as  well  as  the  vinum  opii,  and 
to  drop  a  little  of  the  following,  three  times 
daily,  into  his  eyes:— - 

K>   La?'  W«ns.  gT.  xxx. ; 


AHumt  Jvi.; 
Kw.  opu,  % 


in,e»u.  gas.  Solve. 

He  was  also  desired  to  smear  bis  eyelids  at 
bed -time  with  the  unguentum  bydrargyri 
nitratis. 

17.  The  discharge  had  ceaaed.  With 
the  right  eya  he  could  distinguish  large  ob- 
jects, placed  between  him  and  the  light, 
and  with  the  left,  light  from  darknesa.  He 
complained  of  weakuess.  The  vinum  opii 
waa  again  ordered  to  the  eyes,  and  a  pill, 
containing  one  grain  of  sulphate  of  quinine, 
with  three  of  the  extract  of  cinchona,  twice 
daily.  He  was  also  allowed  half  a  bottle  of 
porter. 

Feb.  14.  Vision  remained  nearly  the  same, 
and  as  he  was  making  little  or  no  progress 
towards  recovery,  he  intimated  his  intention 
to-day  of  leaving  the  hospital.  Dr.  Couper 
desired  him  to  be  particularly  careful  of  his 
health,  and  to  continue  the  use  of  the  vinum 
opii.  He  gave  him  some  hopes,  that  when 
the  inflammation  had  entirely  subsided,  the 
right  eye  might  afterwards,  by  stimulating 
applications,  be  somewhat  improved. 


POPULAR  *EBLINO  FftOM  THE  LATB  DIS- 
CLOSURES AT  EDINBVaOH. 

A  short  time  since,  a  woman  called  on 
Dr.  Ramaooe  of  Ely  Place,  to  consult  him 
on  some  complaint,  for  which  the  doctor 
ordered  her  to  he  cupped,  and  desired  her 
to  apply  to  Mr.  Knox,  in  the  Adelphi.  Two 
days  after  the  woman  called  again  on  Dr. 
Kamadge,  but  had  not  been  cupped ;  she 
was  again  desired  to  go  to  Mr.  Knox,  who, 
she  was  told,  would  operate  gratuitously, 
as  he  was  cupper  to  the  Infirmary  of  which 
Dr.  Kamadge  ia  physician.  The  woman 
ihortly  after  made  ft  third  appearance,  still 


without  having  been  cupped.  She 
closely  questioned  aa  to  her  reason  for  not 
following  the  physician's  advice.  "  Sir," 
said  she  falteringly,  "1  an  afraid  to  call  on 
Mr.  Knox."--4 'But  why,  my  good  woman  ; 
Mr.  Knox  will  cup  you  extremely  well."— 
"  Yee,  Sir,  I  have  no  doubt  of  that;  but  I 
am  afraid  he  is  some  relation  of  Doctor 
Knox,  the  Scotch  gentleman,  and  that  he 
will  make  a  subject  of  me;  and,  if  you 
please,  I'd  Tather  not  go." 

POPULAR  FKBLINO  FROM  TUB  LATB  TRIAL. 

A  scan  went  to  Bartholomew's  a  few 
days  ago,  complaining  Of  hydrocele,  and 
was  placed  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Earlx. 
He  was  told  he  would  soon  be  cured  ; 
and  on  Saturday  last,  was  desired  to  so 
into  th«  operating  theatre,  where  it  was  in- 
tended to  Up  bin.  When  he  arrived,  the 
theatre  wastrowded  to  excess,  and  the  first 
object  that  attracted  his  attention  waa  Mr. 
Earla  standing  by  the  table,  with  a  trocar 
in  his  hand  ready  to  operate.  "  Oh  !"  said 
the  patient,  "  ia  this  it  1  No,  my  lads  ;  I 
have  heard  of  that  Baroaby  Cooper's  ope- 
ration for  the  atone,  in  the  Borough,  and 
you  don't  take  any  atone  from  me,  depend 
on't ;  besides,  my  friends  dm't  knew  where  / 
am."  And  having  thus  expressed  his  deter- 
mination, be  bolted,  amidst  the  loud  laughter 
of  the  pupils.  A  chimney-sweeper  was 
waiting  just  by,  to  have  a  cancer  of  the 
scrotum  removed;  but  on  seeing  the  other 
manmake  so  hasty  an  exit,  he  took  to  his  heels 
in  the  same  manner,  and  was  no  more  seen 
or  beard  of.  The  retreat  of  the  sweep 
excited  renewed  laughter,  and  Mr.  Earle 
exclaimed,  That  trial  has  played  the  devil 
with  our  operations !" 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  letter  of  "  Veritas"  arrived  too  late 
for  insertion  in  this  Number,  but  shall  ap- 
pear next  week. — Mr.  Grainger  and  Mr. 
Pilcher  are  unremitting  in  their  endeavours 
to  promote  tho  welfare  of  their  pupils. 
Every  Borough  Student  who  is  desirous  of 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  anatomy,  should 
attend  the  Webb-Street  School. — Other 
correspondents  as  soon  as  possible. 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  LANCET* 


Vot.  I.J 


LONDON,  SATURDAY,  MARCH  7. 


[1828-9. 


ON  THE 

DISEAjPti  OF  WOMEN  AND  ClflM)IlF.N. 


$011.  BLUNDELLj'^ 
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Iv  tbe  same  manner  as  there  is  much 
variety  in  the  features  of  the  face,  so  also 
there  is  much  variety  in  the  make  of  the 
os  uteri  in  different  individuals.  In  some 
women  the  os  uteri  is  very  small,  firm,  and 
flat  j  in  others,  again,  very  large  in  its  size, 
and  soft  and  projecting :  sometimes,  in 
those  who  have  borne  children  especially, 
the  aperture  which  leads  into  the  uterus  is  so 
capacious,  that  ODe  or  two  fingers  may  pass 
it  ;  and  sometimes  it  is  so  small,  that  you 
can  scarcely  ascertain  its  existence,  except 
by  canying  up  some  instrument,  such  as  a 
blunted  probe,  for  example,  and  which  may 
generally  he  slipped  into  the  uterine  cavity  : 
in  the  general,  the  surface  of  the  os  uteri  is 
tolerubly  smooth,  but  not  always,  for  a  sort 
of  inequality  may  be  felt,  sometimes  arising 
from  rugosity  of  the  inner  membrane  in- 
vesting these  parts,  and  sometimes,  p»r- 
Imps,  from  lacerations  of  the  uterine  sub- 
stance, which  have  occurred  during  partu* 
rition. 

Of  the  os  uteri,  there  are  three  forms 
which  are  most  frequently  observed  in  prac- 
tice, the  one  the  flat  os  uteri,  the  other  the 
os  uteri  formed  into  a  rounded  tubercle, 
and  penetrated  by  a  circular  aperture  ;  the 
third  the  os  uteri  projecting  like  a  tuber- 
cle into  the  vagina,  and  divided  by  a  trans- 
verse fissure,  (tor  the  fissure  never  stretches 
from  before  backward,)  so  as  to  become 
srparnt^d  into  an  anterior  and  posterior  lip. 

To  illustrate  these  points,  I  may  now  cir- 
culate the  preparations  before  roe  ;  and  you 
have  here  a  specimen  of  the  tubercular  os 
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uteri,  in  form  opposed  to  that  flattened  os 
uteri  to  which  I  before  referred. 

In  the  preparation  which  follows,  the  flat 
os  uteri  is  well  demonstrated,  the  mouth,  in 
both  cases,  being  perforated  by  circular 
apertures. 

Here  is  a  third  preparation,  exhibiting 
the  transverse  fissure  with  the  labella,  the 
one  anteriorly,  the  other  behind. 

Next  follows  a  specimen  of  the  os  uteri 
in  a  stale  of  rugosity,  free,  however,  from 
the  changes  of  serious  disease. 

In  the  preparations  which  follow,  may  be 
seen  specimens  of  the  large  os  uteri  and  the 
small,  with  the  capacious  and  with  the  con- 
tracted aperture,  the  last  being  more  espe- 
cially deserving  of  attention,  because,  the 
aperture  being  overlooked  altogether,  the 
oversight  may  give  rise  to  strange  mistakes 
respecting  the  nature  of  disease. 

Scirrhus. 

Among  the  various  diseases  to  which  the 
womb  is  obnoxious,  not  the  least  important 
is  the  indolent  scirrhus  ;  and  of  those  cases 
of  scirrhosity  there  are  three  varieties,  the 
knowledge  of  which  is  of  practical  import- 
ance to  the  accoucheur.  In  scirrhosity  of 
the  womb,  we  sometimes  find  that  the  whole, 
substance  of  the  uterus,  together  with  the 
parts  of  the  vagina  which  lie  contiguous, 
are  involved  in  a  scirrhous  disorganisation, 
of  the  diffused  kind,  spreading  itself  equally  in 
all  directions  through  the  uterine  substance, 
and  under  this  diffused  scirrhous  disorgani- 
sation the  uterus  may  enlarge  gradually  aud 
greatly  in  its  size.  At  first,  perhaps,  it 
becomes  as  large  as  the  pullet's  egg  ;  then 
big  as  the  closed  hand  ;  afterwards  bulky  as 
the  child's  head  ;  and,  ultimately,  as  large 
as  the  womb,  at  the  end  of  a  nine  months' 
pregnancy,  or  even  larger  than  this,  as  you 
may  see  in  the  preparation  before  you'.  In 
other  cases,  again,  in  place  of  this  dif- 
fused scirrhosity,  the  parts  are  atsailed  with 
a  scirrhosity  of  the  tufrrcular  kind  ;  and 
here,  perhaps,  in  the  first  formation  of  the 
disease,  the  general  structure  of  the  uterus 
is  perfectly  healthy  to  all  appearance,  but 
embedded  in  its  substance  arc  the  tuber- 
cles, sometimes  fewer,  sometimes  more  nu- 
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merous,  ten  or  twenty  in  number,  or  per- 
haps not  more  than  one  or  two.  At  first 
theae  tubercular  scirrbi  arc  not  larger  than 
pens,  but  within  limits  they  may  enlarge 
▼ery  considerably,  so  that  when  the  tuber- 
cles are  numerous,  the  womb,  in  this  variety 
of  the  disease,  may  become  as  large  a3  in 
cases  of  diffused  scirrhosity,  as  indeed  the 
preparations  before  you  demonstrate.  There 
is  yet  a  third  variety  of  this  affection,  and 
which,  in  practice,  it  is  necessary  to  distin- 
guish from  the  two  former,  and  it  is  that 
in  which  you  have  a  single  tubtrclt  only,  or 
only  one  or  two  tubercles  of  large  size,  the 
rest,  if  any,  being  of  diminutive  bulk,  so  as 
to  have  but  little  influence  over  the  symp- 
toms of  the  disease.  When  the  large  tu- 
bercles are  few,  or  single,  they  may  be 
variously  seated  in  different  cases,  on  the 
fundus,  the  mouth,  the  front,  the  back,  the 
sides,  the  womb  sometimes  enlarging  ex- 
ceedingly under  this  form  of  the  disorder, 
indeed  no  less  so  than  in  the  two  preceding 
varieties. 

In  these  cases  of  single  tubercle,  very 
much  depends  upon  the  seat  of  the  disease. 
If  the  indurated  mass  be  growing  from  the 
fundus  of  the  uterus,  or  laterally,  it  may 
occasion  but  little  inconvenience,  but  it 
may  distress  the  patient  much  when  seated 
in  front  or  posteriorly,  as  in  these  situa- 
tions, more  especially  if  it  lie  low  in  the 
pelvis,  it  must  urge  and  distress  either 
the  bladder  or  intestine,  so  that  the  patient 
and  the  practitioner  are  led  to  suspect  a 
variety  of  diseases,  as,  for  example,  haemor- 
rhoids, cancer  of  the  rectum,  ascaridea,  cal- 
culus, strictures  of  the  urethra,  irritable 
bladder,  and  many  other  affections,  of  which 
the  enumeration  would  be  tedious. 

Here,  then,  are  three  varieties  of  the  j 
disease,  all,  perhaps,  essentially  the  same, 
but, in  a  view  to  practice ,  all  properly  distin- 
guished from  each  other — the  diffued  scir- 
rhus,  the  scirrhus  with  many  tubercles,  and 
the  scirrhus  in  which  the  tubercles  are  few. 
And  to  this  let  me  add,  that  in  all  the  three 
varieties  of  the  disease,  but  in  the  diffused 
scirrhus  more  especially,  it  is  not  to  the 
womb  only,  or  to  the  womb  and  the  vagina, 
that  the  disease  is  confined,  for  it  not  un- 
frequently  happens,  that,  together  with  these 
parts,  the  ovaries,  the  tubes,  the  bladder, 
the  rectum,  nay,  in  rarer  coses,  the  liver 
and  lungs  themselves,  are  involved  in  the 
disorganisation ;  understand  further,  that 
the  disease  is  more  likely  to  prove  topical 
when  it  takes  the  form  of  tubercle,  and 
more  frequently  spreads  over  the  parts  con- 
tiguous, when  it  appears  in  the  diffused 
variety.  Let  us  now  observe  the  illustra- 
tive preparations. 

Here  is  a  specimen  of  the  os  uteri  begin- 
ning to  enlarge,  under  the  diffused  scir- 
rhus. 


Here  is  another  specimen  of  the  disease, 
in  which  the  scirrhous  change  is  of  the 
diffused  kind  ;  the  surface  of  the  uterus,  you 
may  observe,  is  rounded,  and  very  smooth 
and  equable,  very  different  from  what  we 
observe  in  oases  of  tubercular  scirrhus  in 
the  advanced  stage,  for. in  them  the  ute- 
rine surface  becomes  irregular  and  tuberose, 
bumpy,  if  I  may  be  allowed  a  coarse  but  in- 
telligible and  significant  expression — a  state 
of  tumour  which  is  the  rather  deserving  of 
your  notice,  because  it  is  very  strikingly 
characteristic  of  the  disease. 

The  specimen  which  I  next  exhibit,  is  of 
single  tubercle  growing  from  the  posterior 
surface  of  the  uterus,  and  which  would  have 
ultimately  troubled  the  patient  much,  by 
bearing  on  the  rectum  and  the  parts  adja- 
cent. 

The  preparation  which  follows,  is  a 
specimen  of  many  tubercles ;  the  disease 
is  here  in  the  incipient  stage,  but  the  womb 
must,  at  length,  have  enlarged  to  a  great 
bulk,  if  the  patient  had  lived  sufficiently 
long. 

Here  is  a  specimen  of  a  solitary  tubercle 
of  great  bulk,  formed  on  the  womb  ante- 
riorly, and  close  by  it  stands  a  beautiful 
specimen  of  the  diffused  scirrhous  disorgani- 
sation of  a  rounded  and  equable  form,  the 
whole  mass  being  about  as  large  as  the 
womb  at  the  end  of  a  pregnancy  of  four 
months. 

Here  is  a  specimen  of  the  diffused  scir- 
rhous action,  presented  by  my  friend  Mr. 
Workman,  of  Reading  ;  it  has  acquired  the 
size  of  a  nine  month  ovum.    In  this  case 
there  was  a  sort  of  fungous  growth  push- 
ing forth  into  the  vagina,  and  giving  rise 
to  very  frequent  and  copious  bleedings, 
under  which  the  patient  eventually  sunk. 
The  next  specimen  is  au  interesting  ex- 
ample of  polypus  concurring  with  the  scir- 
rhous disorganisation  ;  and  this  leads  me 
to  make  another  remark  respecting  the 
morbid  anatomy  of  the  parts,  which  is.  that 
in  scirrhosity  the  disease  may  consist  of 
scirrhus  merely,  or  of  scirrhus  in  conjunc- 
tion, with  polypus,  fungus,  or  other  affec- 
tions, in  themselves  more  or  less  formidable, 
though  these  combinations  are  by  no  means 
very  frequent.    In  the  preparation  circu- 
lated, you  may  also  observe  that  the  state  of 
the  os  uteri  varies  much  in  this  disease ;  it 
may  be  large  or  small,  or  with  conti acted, 
or  with  capacious  opening,  or  with  indura- 
tion, or  with  softening ;  so  that,  although  a 
scirrhosity  of  the  os  uteri,  aud  of  the  va- 
gina, is  a  strong  corroboration  of  the  real 
existence  of  reputed  scirrhus  in  the  parts 
above  ;  the  contrary  is  not  certain  ;  and  we 
must  not  hastily  infer,  because  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  is  heulthy,  that,  therefore, 
there  is  the  same  soundness  in  the  parts 
of  the  womb  which  lie  above.  - 
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Of  tht  Charatim  of  Indolent  Scirrhut  of  the 
Uterus.— The  characters  of  scirrhous  uterus 
ore  conveniently  enough  divided  into  those 
which  manifest  themselves  when  the  dis- 
ease has  been  of  long  stauding,  and  the 
womb  has  acquired  a  large  size,  and  those 
characters  which  are  observed  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  the  scirrhous  disorganisation. 
Now  you  will  sometimes  find  patients  com- 
ing to  you  with  abdomens  as  large  as  if  they 
were  iu  the  end  of  pregnancy  ;  but,  on  a 
little  investigation,  they  tell  you  that  they 
have  been  labouring  under  the  disease  for 
years— a  clear  proof  that  the  enlargement 
is  not  from  gestation,  for  with  extra-uterine 
pregnancy  it  is  scarcely  worth  while  to 
embarrass  ourselves  here.  On  further  in- 
quiry, you  discover  that  it  is  not  in  the 
upper  but  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen 
that  the  disease  was  origiually  seated  ;  and, 
therefore,  that  the  intumescence  does  not 
arise  from  on  enlargement  of  the  spleen, 
liver,  or  omentum,  but  of  some  part  below  ; 
probably,  therefore,  the  womb  or  ovaries,  for 
an  overgrowth  of  the  kidney  is  exceeding 
rare.  You  will  find,  too,  if  you  examine  with 
great  care,  that  the  tumour  is  lying  in  the 
plnce  of  the  gravid  uterus  in  the  general,  not 
obviously  inclining  more  to  the  one  side  than 
the  other  side.  If  the  disease  be  of  the  tuber- 
cular kind,  aud  of  many  masses,  the  uterus 
will  have  the  tuberose  form  and  feel;  and  if 
it  be  a  diffused  scirrhous  disorganisation,  as 
in  Mr.  Workman's  preparation,  then  the 
feel  of  the  uterus  will  be  precisely  the  same 
as  it  is  at  the  end  of  pregnancy,  except  that 
it  is  harder.  Well,  then,  if  you  find  in  the 
abdomen  a  tumour  hard,  circumscribed,  of 
years'  standing,  and  which,  therefore,  cannot 
be  referred  to  pregnancy,  you  may  be  pretty 
well  satisfied  that  it  13  from  gestation  ;  and 
this  opinion  will  acquire  additional  strength, 
provided  you  learn  that  the  tumour  formed 
originally  in  the  region  of  the  pelvis,  and 
that  it  still  lies  centrally  in  the  region  of  the 
gravid  womb.  Tuberosity  of  the  swelling 
is  a  useful  corroborative  diagnostic,  but  a 
smooth  and  equable  surface  is  no  disproof  of 
the  disease.  An  indurated  os  utori  i3  a 
valuable  sign  of  scirrhosity,  but  the  womb 
may  be  scirrhous,  although  its  mouth  be 
sound. 

Patients  labouring  under  scirrhus  of  the 
uterus,  will  sometimes  cull  upon  you  mush 
earlier;  when  the  tumour  is  not  bigger 
titan  the  foetal  head,  for  example,  in  which 
condition  it  may  produce  many  distressing 
symptoms,  although  the  turuuuv  may  not  he 
very  obvious  to  the  touch.  Now,  in  those 
cases,  perhaps  the  patient  tells  you  that 
there  is  a  gn  at  thai  of  bearing,  as  if  the 
interior  would  push  forth  ;  a:>d  she  adds, 
perhaps,  that  she  has  no  small  irritation 
in  the  bladder,  and  pains  of  the  baeraor- 
thoidal  kind;    and   there  may  be  rip- 


ping or  lancing  pains  along  the  limbs, 
though  these  are  not  common ;  and  there 
may  be  a  want  of  muscular  power  in  the  leg*, 
with  numbness,  and  other  marks  of  pressure 
upon  the  nerves.  As  the  inquiry  proceeds, 
perhaps  you  are  told  that  there  is  some 
swelling  seated  above  and  behind  the  sym- 
physis pubis,  perceived  as  the  patient  lies  in 
bed,  compared,  perhaps,  to  the  foetal  head, 
or  to  a  melon.  Now  when  you  meet  with 
one  of  these  rounded  tumours  in  the  region 
of  the  bladder,  combined  with  irritation  of 
the  rectum,  aud  bearing,  and  the  other 
symptoms  enumerated,  you  may  always 
entertain  a  strong  suspicion,  that  the  patient 
labours  under  the  disease  we  ars  now 
considering  ;  but  it  is  by  examination,  and 
by  examination  only,  that  the  affection  may 
be  made  out  with  certainty ;  and  where  the 
importance  of  the  inquiry  is  deemed  suffi- 
cient to  counterbalance  the  inconvenience, 
you  ought  to  proceed  exactly  in  the  same 
manner  as  in  investigating  a  reputed  preg- 
nancy of  four  months,  but  directions  on  this 
point  1  shall  presently  communicate.  If  you 
feel  the  uterus  hard  and  round,  and  large  as 
the  fetal  head,  there  can  be  little  doubt  re- 
spec  ting  the  nature  of  the  affection  ;  if  this 
mass  be  tuberose,  the  proof  is  still  mora 
decisive  ;  aud  if  the  os  uteri  is  hardened,  or 
if  the  vagina  be  thickened  and  indurated,  as 
you  may  observe  in  the  preparations  sent 
round,  there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  the 
real  nature  of  the  disease.  Remember, 
however,  that  you  must  not  decide  too 
bastihr,and  you  must  not  infer  that  you  have  a 
scirrhosity  of  the  uterus,  merely  because  the 
uterus  is  enlarged,  for  this  enlargement  may 
arise  from  a  pregnancy  of  four  months,  not 
always  disclosed  to  the  practitioner;  it  may 
arise,  again,  from  a  pregnancy  of  seven  or 
eiyht  months;  and  then  the  abdominal 
muscles,  and  the  uterus,  beiug  very  thin, 
you  may  feel  the  head  with  considerable 
distinctness,  and  may  mistake  this  for  a 
scirrhous  womb. 

Let  me  add,  too,  that  in  some  of  these  cases 
the  womb  prolapses  a  little,  and  no  os  uteri 
can  be  felt  as  such,  the  aperture  being 
more  contracted  than  ordinary ;  and,  in  such 
circumstances,  if  the  uterine  enlargement  be 
inconsiderable,  the  case  may  be  mistaken 
for  a  chronic  inversiou,  an  error  of  which  I 
have  seen  two  instances.  Errors  like  these, 
however,  imply  a  want  of  due  skill,  or  due 
attention  in  the  practitioner.  A  blunted 
probe  may,  in  these  cases,  be  passed  into  the 
uterine  cavity.  If,  however,  you  bear  these 
errors  in  mind,  and  if  you  examine  with 
due  care,  repeating  the  investigation,  if 
uecessury,  at  the  end  of  one  or  two  months, 
provided  you  possess  the  requisite  dexterity, 
your  diagnosis  may,  1  tliink,  generally  be 
established,  aud  with  certainty  enough. 

In  all  varieties  of  the  disease,  whether  of 
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single  tubercle,  of  nmneroua  tubercles,  or 
of  scirrhus  of  the  diffused  kind,  there  may 
be  mucous  discharges  or  flooding,  or  occa- 
sionally a  regular  flow  of  the  catamenia. 
Frequently  there  arc  inflammations  of  the 
scirrhous  mass  ;  sometimes  there  are  ulce- 
rations, but  I  add  with  satisfaction,  that 
those  ulcerations,  always  formidable,  are  by 
no  meant  frequent.  Occasionally,  the  urine  is 
retried,  and  this,  in  cases  of  the  tubercu- 
lar scirrhosity,  especially  where  the  growth 
is  in  front ;  occasionally  violent  spasmodic 
pains  are  felt  in  the  uterine  region. 

Treatment.— The  treatment  of  this  disease, 
so  far  as  it  admits  of  that  which  is  useful, 
may  be  dismissed  in  very  few  words,  for, 
in  truth,  there  is  little  to  be  done ;  yet 
some  remarks  may  be  made  with  advan- 
tage. And,  first,  I  should  dissuade  you  from 
having  recourse  to  any  very  active  remedies, 
in  order  to  occasion  an  absorption  of  the 
scirrhous  deposit.  Iodine  may  be  thought 
of,  but  much  purging,  copious  doses  of 
mercury,  conium,  and  other  remedies  of 
the  active  kind,  should  not  be  employed 
in  this  view ;  for  there  is  no  reasonable 
hope  whatever  of  removing  the  tumour 
in  this  manner,  and  if  you  injure  the  con- 
stitution by  this  rough  practice,  you  leave 
the  patient  worse  than  you  found  her. 
Although,  however,  you  may  lay  it  down  as 
a  rule,  that  you  have  it  not  in  your  power 
medically  to  produce  an  absorption  of  the 
scirrhous  matter;  yet  there  seems  to  be 
little  doubt,  that  such  absorptions  may  occur 
spontaneously.  By  a  very  excelleut  writer 
and  practitioner,  Dr.  Clarke  I  mean,  a  case 
of  double  tubercles  is  recorded,  in  which  the 
masses  wasted  away,  and  the  patient  died 
under  another  disease,  when,  upon  examin- 
ing the  uterus,  there  were  the  traces  of  the 
tubercles  still  to  be  seen,  so  as  toprove  clear- 
ly their  previous  existence  in  larger  bulk. 
This  shows,  that  now  and  then  the  natural 
power  is  capable  of  accomplishing  an  ab- 
sorption of  the  deposited  matter  ;  an  en- 
couraging fact,  though  certainly  of  very  rare 
occurrence.  Let  me  add  further,  that  with 
scirrhosity  of  the  uterus  in  its  less  extensive 
forms,  impregnation  is  not  impossible ;  and  as 
the  whole  absorbent  system  is  developed  in 
the  uterus  by  gestation,  and  afterwards  ex- 
cited powerfully  on  delivery,  perhaps,  now 
and  then,  a  removal  of  the  scirrhous  mate- 
rial may  be  effected  in  this  manner ;  aud  I 
once  met  with  a  case  which,  to  me,  appeared 
to  be  of  this  kind,  but  as  it  occuried  in  my 
earlier  practice,  and  was  not  investigated 
with  sufficient  nicety,  1  would  have  you 
receive  it  as  apocryphal  ;  for  I  should  be 
sorry  to  add  to  the  huge  and  cumbersome 
mass  of  pseudo-phenomena  witb  which  the 
whole  Ivealing  art  is  overwhelmed.  What 
you  are  to  do,  therefore,  in  cases  of  this 
sort,  will  turn  principally  on  palliution,  and 


j  leeches,  fomentations,  and  the  antiphlogis- 
tic plan  of  the  milder  kind,  may  be  proper 
when  inflammatory  symptoms  occur;  but 
where  there  is  this  extensive  disease  in  the 
abdomen,  I  would  not  advise  you  to  bleed 
largely  from  the  arm.  If  there  is,  as  some- 
times will  be,  much  spasmodic  pain  in  the 
uterus,  leeches  and  fomentations,  and  abdo- 
minal poultices,  may  be  looked  upon  as  useful 
palliatives  ;  and  after  these  have  been  pre- 
mised, you  may  have  recourse  to  anodynes, 
either  taken  into  the  stomach,  or  used  in  the 
form  of  a  suppository.  Above  all,  when  there 
is  much  irritation  of  the  bladder  and  rectum, 
I  would  recommend  you  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  enlarged  uterus  is  retroverted  or 
prolapsed,  for  this  is  sometimes  the  case. 
The  uterus  prolapsing,  may  descend  a  great 
way  towards  the  orifice  of  the  vagina,  and 
may  in  that  manner  obstruct  the  bladder. 
Where  this  occurs,  perhaps  a  pessary  should 
be  introduced,  at  all  events  the  uterus  should 
I  be  passed  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and 
j  after  this  operation  has  been  performed, 
the  urinary  passages  may  become  pervious, 
so  as  to  render  the  use  of  the  catheter  easy, 
or  perhaps  unnecessary.  When  the  womb  is 
retroverted,  you  may  empty  the  bladder 
and  replace  the  uterus  in  the  same  manner 
as  in  the  retroversion  of  pregnancy,  an  ope- 
ration which  has  already  been  explained  at 
large.  In  the  general,  remember  that  the 
less  we  interfere  with  indolent  scirrhosity 
of  the  uterus,  the  better  it  is  for  the  patient, 
and,  above  all,  beware  of  salivations. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  of  this  disease 
you  may  look  upon  as  favourable  upon  the 
whole;  for  though  it  rarely  happens  that 
women  are  cured  of  this  disease,  yet  it  is 
not,  I  think,  often,  that  it  speedily  destroys 
life ;  so  far,  therefore,  the  prognosis  may 
be  deemed  very  favourable,  compared  with 
that  of  many  other  diseases  of  disorganisa- 
tion. But  although  this  disease  does  not 
commonly  destroy  life,  at  least  in  a  short 
space  of  time,  it  greatly  inconveniences  pa- 
tients by  its  bulk,  its  weight,  and  the  dis- 
placement of  the  womb  by  prolapsus,  retro- 
version, and  pressure  of  the  enlarged  uterus 
upon  the  nerves  and  other  parts.  In  some 
cases,  too,  the  patient  becomes  obnoxious 
to  flood ings,  particularly  if  there  is  a  fun- 
gous growth,  and  these "floodings  may  shor- 
ten her  life.  Occasionally  too,  inflamma- 
tions occur,' indeed  they  are  by  no  means 
uncommon.  Sometimes,  tfvjugh  rarely,  I  be- 
lieve, malignant  ulcerations  manifest  them- 
selves, fend  by  them  she  may  be  destroyed. 
Add  to  this,  that  the  disease  may  spread 
into  the  bladder,  rectum,  or  parts  adja- 
cent ;  and  I  have  known  it  lay  open  the 
rectum  into  the  peritoneal  sac,  the  freces 
entering  there,  and  suddenly  destroying  the 
patient  with  collapse,  as  from  internal  hw- 
morrhogy.    the  body  was  inspected  after 
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death.  Remember,  too,  that  the  disease  may 

he  accompanied  with  other  affections,  as 
polypus,  or  spongy  or  fungous  growths,  well 
supplied  with  blood,  not  10  mention  the  con- 
currence of  hepatic  tubercles  ;  so  that,  on 
the  whole,  though  the  prognosis  is  favour- 
able, and  though  the  patient  is  not  generally 
destroyed,  or,  at  least,  not  speedily  by  this 
disease,  which  may  be  long  proti  acted ;  yet 
it  is  not  without  great  evils,  and  now  and 
then  the  patient  perishes  unexpectedly  by 
flooding*,  by  ulcerations,  by  openings  into 
the  rectum,  aud  occasionally,  perhaps,  by 
the  extenuation  of  inflammations. 

In  scirrhus  of  the  uterus,  so  long  as  the 
symptoms  are  not  urgent,  so  long  it  is 
scarcely  fitting  to  expose  the  patient  to  the 
inconvenience  of  examination  ;  but  should 
it  be  deemed  necessary  in  doubtful  cases  to 
investigate  thoroughly  the  state  of  the  dis- 
ease, a  manual  inquiry  must  then  be  made. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that  such  surgical  opera- 
tions may  be  by  no  means  agreeable  to  the 
feelings,  but  circumstances  may  be  urgent, 
and  it  may  be  necessary  to  submit.  And 
we  will,  therefore,  in  closing  the  Lecture, 
give  a  little  further  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, commencing  w  ith  the  consideration  of 
those  cases  in  which  the  disease  has  made 
considerable  progress. 

When  a  patient  is  labouring  under  a  re- 
puted uterine  scirrhosity  of  long  standing 
and  large  bulk,  one  of  the  first  points  to  be 
determined  is,  whether  the  abdominal  bulk 
arise  from  air,  water,  adeps,  or  a  diseased 
growth  of  the  viscera,  or  from  two  or  more 
of  these  causes  combined.  Gaseous  en- 
largements are  elastic,  and  yield  exceedingly 
under  well-directed  pressure,  and  may  be 
readily  urged  from  one  part  of  the  abdomi- 
nal cavity  to  another.  The  enlargements  of 
dropsy  may,  in  general,  be  recoguised  by 
fluctuation,  more  obvious  when  the  fluid  is 
in  the  peritoneum,  more  obscure  when  it  is 
encysted,  whether  in  the  bladder,  ovary,  or 
the  womb,  distinguishable,  however,  inmost 
cases,  unless  the  sac  be  unusually  thick. 
Adipose  enlargements  are  not  confined  to 
the  abdomen  generally,  but  affect  equally 
all  parts  of  the  body,  aud  may,  therefore, 
be  easily  recognised  ;  so  that  if  on  examina- 
tion we  find  a  large  abdomen,  firm,  hard, 
aud  unyielding,  and  not  to  be  attributed  to 
accumulations  of  water,  air,  or  adeps,  there 
is  good  reason  for  believing  that  the  intu- 
mescence is  arising  from  some  solid  growth  ; 
the  abdominal  mass  consisting  of  solid  ina- 
terialonly,  or  of  some  large  solid  substance, 
in  which  a  fluid  may  lurk. 

Again.  When  satisfied  from  examina- 
tion th.it  the  abdominal  intumescence 
arises  from  solid  growth,  we  ought  next  to 
ascertain  whether  this  ^r>)wth  be  seated  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen  or  inferiority. 
In  women,  solid  enlargements  of  the  liver, 


spleen,  or  omentum  (unless  adipose)  are 

not  common ;  yet,  when  they  exist,  lying 
in  the  superior  and  middle  regions  of  the 
peritoneal  cavity,  they  are  very  readily  dis- 
tinguished by  their  firm,  hard,  and  unyield- 
ing character,  aud  by  our  being  unable  to 
make  a  deep  depression  when  the  hand, 
applied  in  the  region  of  the  hypochondria, 
below  the  margin  of  the  ribs,  is  pressed 
perseveringly  towards  the  spine.  Should 
the  swelling  be  uterine  and  scirrhous,  of 
course  it  will  occupy  the  lower  and  middle 
parts  of  the  abdominal  cavity,  not  reaching 
the  pit  of  the  stomach  till  the  disease  js 
advanced  to  its  last  stages ;  and  hence,  on 
pressing  the  parts  which  lie  in  the  scrobi- 
culus  cordis,  we  shall  find  that  they  yield 
readily  under  the  action  of  the  hand,  dex- 
terously applied,  while  the  central  parts, 
aud  those  below,  possess  an  unyielding  soli- 
dity, even  firmer  than  that  which  is  pro- 
duced by  gestation.  It  being  ascertained, 
then,  that  there  is  a  solid  enlargement  in 
the  lower  and  central  regions  of  the  abdo- 
men, it  still  remains  to  be  known  whether 
this  growth  be  uterine  or  ovarian,  or  a  com- 
bination of  the  two  affections,  a  point 
which,  in  some  cases,  it  is  not  very  easy 
to  decide.  In  general,  however,  when  the 
enlargement  is  uterine,  the  maBS  will  bo 
found  to  lie  equidistant  between  the  wings 
of  the  ossa  innominata  ;  but  should  the  in- 
tumescence chance  to  be  ovarian  in  its  na- 
ture, then,  on  careful  and  dexterous  investi- 
gation, it  will,  I  believe,  in  most  instances, 
be  found  lodging  more  upon  the  right  side 
than  the  left.  Thus,  then,  by  examining 
manually,  we  may,  in  most  instances  of 
scirrhous  uterus,  ascertain  that  there  is  a 
large  solid  growth  in  the  uterine  region, 
of  many  years'  standing,  as  we  learn  from 
the  patient;  and  where  this  is  the  case, 
there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  this  en- 
largement is  of  the  nature  of  an  indolent 
scirrhus.  It  must  be  admitted,  however, 
that  the  proof  is  not  decisive,  as,  not  to 
mention  pregnancy,  the  womb  may,  per- 
haps, enlarge  from  other  causes  ;  but  these 
are  of  rare  occurrence,  and  I  think  I  may 
add,  that,  in  the  preseut  state  of  know- 
ledge, these  would  not  prove  of  much 
practical  importance.  If  large  tubercles  can 
be  felt  through  the  abdominal' covering,  this 
will  greatly  help  the  diagnosis ;  if  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  and  the  vagina  feel  scir- 
rhous, there  can  be  little  further  doubt. 
Scirrhosity  of  the  womb  and  of  the  ovary 
may  be  combined.  By  emptying  the  blad- 
der and  lubricating  the  abdomen,  nnd  plac- 
ing the  patient  recumbent,  and  relaxing  tho 
abdominal  muscles,  the  investigation  may 
be  much  facilitated.  The  whole  inquiry, 
however,  requires  tact. 

But  what  is  to  be  done  in  those  cases  in 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  decide  respect- 
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iog  the  existence  of  uterine  scirrhus,  in 
the  first  stages  of  its  supposed  formation, 
when,  for  example,  the  mass  is  no  larger 
than  the  head  of  the  foetus  1  Why,  in  cases 
of  this  kind,  the  bladder  previously  suffered 
tp  become  distended,  may  immediately, 
before  the  examination,  be  emptied  of  its 
contents,  in  order  that  the  abdominal  mus- 
cles may  become  more  completely  relaxed  ; 
and  then  the  patient  may  be  placed  on 
the  left  side,  in  the  ordinary  obstetric  po- 
sition here  demonstrated,  and  one  or  two 
fingers  of  the  left  hand  may  be  laid  upon 
the  mouth  of  the  womb,  while  those  of  the 
right  are  applied  immediately  above  the 
symphysis  pubis,  in  the  region  of  the 
bladder,  where  the  upper  hemisphere  of 
the  enlarged  uterus  may  be  felt ;  so  that 
the  womb  being  interposed  between  the 
two  hands,  its  bulk  and  firmness  may  be 
ascertained  with  nioety.  In  rarer  and 
anomalous  cases,  the  index  of  the  left  hand 
may  be  placed  in  the  rectum  against  the 
back  of  the  scirrhous  uterus,  while  the 
thumb  is  resting  on  the  uterine  mouth  ;  and 
tl\e  right  hand  being  applied,  as  before, 
above  the  symphysis,  the  state  of  the  womb 
may  be  investigated  even  with  greater 
exactness  than  before.  By  these  means,  a 
competent  and  dexterous  examiner  may 
almost  always  ascertain  whether  the  womb 
is.  enlarged  or  not,  and  the  more  easily  if 
the  patient  have  borne  children  ;  8nd  if,  as 
often  happens,  in  cases  of  scirrhosily,  there 
has  been  more  or  less  wasting  of  the  flesh. 
In'  making  these  examinations,  if  tubercles 
are  felt  through  the  abdominal  coverings — 
or  if  the  os  uteri  be  large  and  hard — or  if 
the  vagina  be  scirrhous,  of  course  in  this, 
as  in  the  former  case*  these  diagnostics  are 
of  no  small  importance  in  marking  the 
character  of  the  disease.  Ia  doubtful  in. 
stances,  the  bulk  of  the  uterus  may  be 
registered  after  a  first  examination  ;  and  a 
second  inquiry  may  be  instituted  some  two 
or  three  months  after  the  first,  so  as  to 
ascertain  what  is  of  no  small  importance  in 
the  diagnosis — 1  mean,  whether  the  en« 
Inrgement  be  tardy  or  rapid  in  its  growth. 
In  cases  of  this  kind,  it  is  not  to  be  for- 
gotten that  the  uterus  may  enlarge,  not 
from  scirrhus  merely,  but  from  a  pregnancy 
of  four  months— from  hydatids — from  mole— 
frpra  polypus — and  further,  that  an  incom- 
petent investigator  may  feel  the  bead  of  a 
foetus,  mistaking  this,  perhaps,  for  a  large 
and  scirrhous  uterus,  for  of  this  error,  as 
observed  before,  I  have  seeu  two  exam- 
pies.  Remember,  however,  that  if  the  en- 
largement is  from  a  pregnancy  of  four 
months,  or  from  hydatids,  it  will  increase 
rapidly — if  from  the  head  of  a  six  or  seven 
month  foetus,  the  case  will  be  speedily  de- 
veloped by  delivery  ;  or  if,  lastly,  it  de- 
pend  upon  mole  or  polypus,  sooner  or  later 


these  substances  will  most  probably  be  ex- 
pelled ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  if  we  follow 
the  treatment  before  advised,  our  error  will 
lead  to  little  practical  inconvenience.  Re- 
collect that  affections  may  be  combined, 
and  uterine  scirrhus  may  be  associated  with 
polypus,  pregnancy,  and  various  affections 
of  the  ovary,  to  be  considered  hereafter ; 
and  let  your  opinions  be  given,  not  indeed 
with  the  mean  and  paltry  reserve  of  igno- 
rance, aping  knowledge,  but  with  that  phi- 
losophic cautiou  which  the  essential  obscu- 
rity of  the  case  may  require.   Gross  errors 
are  sometimes  committed  in  these  matters, 
but  these  are  frequently  rather  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  artist  than  the  art.  We  ought  not, 
however,  to  undervalue  our  brethren,  merely 
because  they  fail  in  this  part  of  obstetric 
knowledge  ;  a  man  may  be  a  well-informed, 
judicious,  and,  of  course,  a  very  valuable 
practitioner,  and  yet  he  may  not  Lave  been 
in  the  way  of  acquiring  that  nicety  of  tact, 
which  alone  can  give  worth  to  his  opinions 
in  inquiries  of  this  kind.  (Dr. 
here  gave  the  demonstrations.) 


LECTURES 

OK 

MUSCULAR  ACTION,  AND  ON  THE  CURE 
OF  DEFORM1TIE8. 

Bv  Mn.  SHELDRAKE. 

On  Artificial  Mufcular  Action  t  and  itt  Vies, 

H  aviso  endeavoured  to  show  what  mus- 
cular action,  involuntary  and  voluntary,  is, 
I  shall  now  proceed  to  treat  of  artificial 
muscular  action  ;  by  that  term  I  under- 
stand muscular  action  that  is  effected  by 
some  external  agent,  without  any  partici- 
pation, or  effort,  being  made  to  assist  it  by 
the  person  whose  muscles  are  acted  upon  ; 
but,  to  render  it  really  useful,  it  is  indis- 
pensably necessary,  that  the  person  whose 
muscles  are  acred  upon  should  make  no  re- 
sistance, or  effort  of  any  kind,  nor  in  any 
way  counteract  those  exertions  which  are 
made  by  the  operator  who  undertakes  to 
direct  the  use  of  this  exercise. 

The  discovery,  if  it  deserves  that  name, 
of  this  practice,  and  the  beneficial  effects 
that  I  have  been,  for  many  years,  able  to 
produee  by  it,  I  made  by  reflecting  on  one 
of  the  observations  of  John  Hunter,*  and, 
acting  upon  that  observation,  till  I  acquired 
the  power  of  curing  distortions  of  the  feet ; 
of  these,  several  remarkable  cases  have  been 

•  See  The  Lancet,  No.26B. 
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inserted  in  (he  last  volume  of  The  Lapcbt. 
As  I  hare  practised  this  treatment  with 
very  great  success,  and  veTj  extensively, 
for  more  than  forty  years,  and  many  of  my 
early  patients  are  still  living,  in  good  health 


fit 

The  great  benefit  which  is  produced  by 
exercise  is,  that  it  increases  the  vigour  with 
which  the  blood  circulates  through  the 
whole  frame  ;  that  increased  circulation  pro- 
motes all  the  natural  secretions,  promotes 


• ,  *    .     ~  •■•■•"si"'  jvwuumiui  ~»«  pcvreuuai,  promotes 

and  in  the  full  possession  of  their  natural  d»e  absorption  and  deposition  of  the  mate- 


forms,  no  doubt  can  now  be  entertame_ 
the  efficacy  and  the  value  of  that  discovery. 
In  this  practice  I  have  made  important  im- 
provements during  the  last  twelve  years,  and 
shall  communicate  them  through  this  chnn- 
nel,  at  some  future  opportunity 


rial  that  is  obtained  from  food,  which  is 
thus  converted  into  animal  matter;  this 
process  increases  the  size  and  strength  of 
the  person  by  whom  such  exercises  are 
practised. 

One  of  the  plans  that  I  have  adopted,  is 


I  have  applied  the  same  principles  of  to  increase  the  quantity  of  beneficial  exer- 
musculnr  action,  botli  voluntary  and  arti-  cise,  which  any  person  may  take,  without 
ficial,  to  the  cure  of  spinal  curvature,  and  \anS  utrtion  of  their  own,  and  of  course  with- 
the  numerous  peculiarities  in  tbe  human  out  faUgue,  and  is  effected  in  this  manner 
form  that  are  connected  with  it,  and  with  }  bave  invented  a  chair,  iu  which  my  patient 


success  quite  equal  to  that  with  which  I 
hare  been  so  long  enabled  to  cure  distor- 
tions of  the  feet ;  indeed,  the  cure  of  both 
these  classes  of  defects  depends  upon  similar 
applications  of  the  same  principles  ;  but 


is  seated  ;  if  it  is  intended  to  act  upon  (the 
arms  of  tbe  patient,  two  cranks  are  connect- 
ed with  the  chair,  in  such  a  manner,  that 
when  the  patient  places  one  hand  upon 
each  crank;  so  as  to  keep  the  handle  in  her 

Jv.m/t     Vint   »i»l>A,.»  «...        -  .  _  :   .i  . 


as  spinal  curvature  is  connected  with  some  n»nd,  but  witliout  tiny  exertion,  the  ma 
peculiarities  which  require  separate  iovesti-  jcbinery  that  is  connected  with  these  crank* 


gation,  I  shall  postpone  the  consideration 
of  that  subject,  and  those  that  are  connected 
with  it,  till  I  can  bring  the  whole  together 
under  one  point  of  view.  I  phall,  at  present, 
confine  myself  to  showing,  that  the  artifioial 


 j     -  ~-    —  ^  9  «i  «»nv«ai  J    — -»w*-i*»»  tuai 

muscular  action,  which  I  have  employed  in  tfte  c«ae  may  require 


is  so  arranged,  that,  when  put  in  raotiou  by 
an  assistant,  tbe  arms,  together  or  sepa- 
rately, as  it  may  be  desired,  are  made  to 
describe  circles  of  any  diameter,  or  to  move 
in  any  direction  that  the  circumstances  of 


curing  distortions,  may  be  employed  with 
much  advantage  to  assist  the  efforts  of  me- 
dicine and  surgery  in  the  cure  of  some  dis- 
eases, for  which  additional  powers  are  want- 
ed to  effect  all  the  benefits  that  such  cases 
Tequire. 

Every  professional  man  has,  at  some  time, 
occasion  to  tell  his  patient,  who  is  either 
invalid  or  convalescent,  to  take  some  gentle 
exercise,  but  to  be  careful  that  he  does  not 
over  fatigue  himself,  as  that  will  produce 
debility,  and,  therefore,  will  be  injurious. 
No  one  can  doubt  tbe  propriety  of  this 
advice,  yet  it  is  often  unsnccessful,  because 
a  patient  is,  sometimes,  in  such  a  condition 
that  he  cannot  take  even  the  smallest  ex- 
ercise, without  feeling  effects  that,  instead 
of  being  beneficial,  diminish  the  small  por- 
tion of  strength  he  has,  and  which  exercise 
is,  therefore,  highly  injurious. 

If  an  invalid  has  a  very  small  portion  of 
health,  a  great  quantity  of  prudence,  and 
acts  with  great  perseverance,  he  recovers 
his  health,  though  but  very  slowly,  because 
the  exercise  itself  produces  fatigue  ;  this  is 
well  known  to  all  who,  being  ill,  are  unable 
to  move  about,  except  they  are  forced  to 
do  so.  If  the  first  principles  of  muscular 
action,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  de- 
velop, are  referred  to,  it  will  be  seen  that 
every  time  a  leg,  or  other  limb,  is  moved, 
all  the  muscles  that  are  employed  to  raise 
and  carry  it  forward  are  made  to  exert 
themselves,  which,  in  those  who  are  weak, 
soon  produces  fatigue. 


One  advantage  of  this  invention  is,  that 
the  assistant,  who  turns  the  handle,  does 
all  the  work,  and  the  patient,  who  sits  still 
in  the  seat,  receives  all  the  benefit,  because, 
by  keeping  her  hand,  or  hands,  upon  tbe 
handles,  the  whole  of  the  arms,  shoulders, 
scapula,  and  pectoral  niusclea,  may  be  kept 
in  action  for  any  time,  or  to  any  extent,  that 
can  be  required,  without  any  exertion  of  the 
patient,  or  any  fatigue  whatever. 

Another  advantage  of  this  invention  is, 
that  the  movement  may  be  either  extremely 
slow,  so  as  to  adapt  it  to  persons  whose 
very  delicate  health  will  allow  only  of  the 
most  gentle  exercise,  or  it  may  be  increased 
gradually,  as  circumstances  require  ;  or  it 
may  be  given  at  once  to  any  extent  that 
may  be  desired,  and,  in  all  cases  to  which 
it  is  applied,  the  full  effect  of  any  quantity 
of  exercise  may  be  given  without  producing 
any  fatigue  whatever.  It  must,  necessarily, 
be  deduced  fiom  this  fact,  that  in  any  case 
in  which  muscular  exercise  can  be  bene- 
ficial, the  full  physical  effect  of  such  exer- 
cise may  be  produced  upon  any  person,  and 
not  be  attended  with  any  inconvenience 
whatever. 

As  this  is  the  first  time  that  this  applica- 
tion of  my  discovery  has  been  publicly 
offered  to  general  notice,  1  trust  that  1  shall 
be  excused  for  retracing  its  progress  from 
its  oriyin  down  to  the  present  time,  before 
I  show,  more  particularly,  its  application 
to  the  subject  that  is  now  under  consider- 
ation,  as  well  as  some  others  to  which  1  am 
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aware  that  it  may  be  applied  with  much 
advantage. 

More  than  forty  years  have  elapsed  since 
I  began  my  experiments  upon  this  subject, 
those  experiments  that  were  founded  upon 
a  fact  that  hod  been  discovered  by  Mr. 
Hunter.  That  greatest  of  surgeons  saw  and 
approved  of  those  experiments,  and  like* 
wise  recommended  many  of  his  own  pa- 
tients, to  whom  my  treatment  was  useful. 
Mr.  Hunter  watched  the  progress  of  li is 
own  patients,  and  was  satisfied  with  what 
he  saw.  Many  other  surgeons,  of  equal 
rank  in  society,  honoured  me  with  their 
notice  and  approbation,  and  this  practice 
was  adopted  to  a  great  extent,  privately, 
under  their  observation,  and  my  practice 
went  on  with  success.  After  the  inter- 
course that  I  had  with  Lord  Byron,  the 
particulars  of  ^vhich  are  detailed  in  The 
Lancet,*  I  made  very  great  improvements 
in  ray  treatment. 

At  last,  I  determined  to  make  the  general 
principles  of  my  discovery  public  for  the 
general  use  of  society  at  large,  as  well  as  of 
those  members  of  the  medical  profession 
who  might  choose  to  adopt  the  practice  ;  in 
consequence  of  that  determination,  I  wrote 
to  the  editor  of  The  Lancet,  with  whom  I 
had  no  acquaintance  whatever,  that  letter 
which  was  first  published  in  his  Journal, 
and  those  which  followed  it  in  the  last 
volume.  Much  interest  was  excited  in  the 
minds  of  professional  men,  as  well  as  others, 
on  the  perusal  of  the  cases ;  but  some 
doubted  their  correctness,  and  even  denied 
the  possibility  of  performing  those  cures, 
and  many  expressed  a  wish  to  see  them 
when  they  occurred.  In  consequence  of 
this,  when  the  case  of  Robinson  came  into 
my  handa,  I  inserted  a  brief  statement  of  it 
in  The  Lancet  for  November  29,  with  a  re- 
quest that  all,  or  any  gentlemen  who  might 
be  desirous  to  see  this  case,  might  do  so  at 
any  time  they  would  themselves  fix,  during 
the  whole  progress  of  the  cure.  As  T  have 
the  satisfaction  to  know  that  this  offer  was 
very  favourably  thought  of,  and  the  case  has 
given  much  pleasure  to  many  gentlemen 
who  have  examined  it,  I  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  repeat  that  the  offer  remains  per- 
manently open  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
cure,  whatever  that  time  'may  be.  Having 
done  this,  I  shall  not  again  allude  to  the 
cases  that  were  published  in  The  Lancet, 
before  that  offer  was  made;  but,  in  any 
thing  that  I  may  have  occasion  to  illustrate, 
I  shall  refer  to  the  case  of  Robinson,  and 
some  others ;  because,  whatever  I  may 
have  occasion  to  say  upon  the  subject  on 
which  I  am  now  writing,  1  can  demonstrate 
to  be  true,  by  reference  to  the  cases  which 

•  See  Thb  Lancet  for  1828,  vol.  ii..  p. 
779. 


are  daily  in  my  hands.  In  the  ease  of 

Robinson,  three  distinct  processes  are  now 
going  on,  but  are  all  being  produced  by  the 
effect  of  one  operation.  First,  the  positions 
of  the  bones  of  the  leg  and  foot  which  are 
deranged  and  placed  in  unnatural  positions, 
are  being  restored  to  their  natural  situa- 
tions ;  secondly,  the  ligaments  are  arranged 
in  their  natural  proportions  relative  to  each 
other,  and  are  regularly  and  gradually  re- 
suming their  natural  powers  and  functions; 
and,  thirdly,  the  muscles  which  were  rigidly 
fixed,  without  having  power  to  act  in  any 
manner,  are  now  resuming  their  natural 
proportions  relative  to  each  other,  and  to  the 
bones  and  ligaments  with  which  they  are 
connected,  as  well  as  resuming  their  natural 
functions. 

When  the  cure  of  this  case  is  completed, 
I  shall  give  full  details  of  the  treatment  by 
which  it  will  have  been  effected  ;  but,  at 
present,  1  shall  confine  myself  to  showing  so 
much  of  the  alterations  that  have  taken,  or 
are  taking  place  in  the  muscles,  as  will 
enable  me  to  illustrate  that  particular  kind 
of  muscular  action  which  it  is  now  intended 
to  explain. 

It  is  known  to  all,  that  exercise  is  one  of 
the  best  means  that  can  be  used  to  restore 
the  health  of  invalids  or  convalescents ; 
but  it  has  l)een  very  imperfectly  known,  or 
at  least  noticed,  that  exercise,  in  other 
words,  muscular  action,  which  is  produced 
by  the  will  of  a  living  being  acting  upon  its 
own  body,  is  necessarily  accompanied  by 
exertions  that  produce  fatigue,  and,  as  a 
necessary  consequence,  when  it  is  carried 
to  excess,  injures  the  health  of  that  body 
it  was  intended  to  serve,  and  to  im- 
prove. But,  I  believe  it  has  not  been 
known  to  any  but  John  Hunter,  and  those 
who  may  have  derived  their  knowledge  of 
this  fact  directly  from  him,  which  I  cheer- 
fully confess  that  I  did,  that  when  some 
parts  of  a  living  body  have  lost  their  power 
of  acting  in  obedience  to  the  will,  if  those 
parts  are  forced  to  repeat  their  natural 
actions  by  extraneous  means,  over  which 
the  person  who  is  operated  upon  has  no 
control,  the  natural  power  of  acting,  in 
obedience  to  the  will,  will  be  resumed  by 
those  parts. 

This  very  extraordinary  fact  has,  I  repeat 
it,  been  unknown  to  all,  except  those  that 
have  been  mentioned ;  yet  it  has  been 
proved  to  bo  true  by  the  whole  of  my  prac- 
tice in  all  these  cases,  and  may  be  seen 
going  on,  at  the  present  moment,  in  that 
case  which  I  have  offered  for  examination. 
As  this  effect  is  produced  by  means  which 
require  no  exertion  to  be  used  by  the  pa- 
tient, and  which  are  in  no  way  under  his 
control,  they  do  not  produce  anv  fatigue  in 
his  person,  for  whatever  time  this  exercise 
is  continued,  and  to  whatever  degree  it  is 
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given ;  by  this  moans  health,  strength,  and 
increased  size,  are  produced  in  those  mus- 
cles which  are  subjected  to  this  exercise,  as 
may  be  seen  in  lite  case  of  Robinson.  When 
my  treatment  of  his  case  first  began,  his 


to  increase,  so  that  now  her  leg  has  the 

same  genial  warmth  as  her  other  leg,  be- 
sides being  greatly  improved  in  form. 

This  child's  loot  was  as  much  distorted  as 
that  of  Robinson,  yet  I  have  produced  as 


foot  and  leg  were  quite  rigid,  and  wasted  so  much  alteration  in  its  form  in  one  week,  as 
as  to  he  of  the  great;  st  paleness :  in  n  few  '  was  produced  in  Robinson's  by  a  constant 
days  some  colour  hejran  to  appear  about  the  !  attrition  of  two  montbs  ;  this  fact  will  show 
toes  and  heel,  extended  gradually  upon  the  1  the  great  advantage  of  attending  to  these  de- 
foot  aud  leg,  so  that  now,  at  the  end  of  two  fects  at  the  earliest  periods  of  life,  while 
months,  the  foot  is  not  only  improved  in  ;  that  of  Robinson,  and  others  that  have  been 
form,  but  is  increased  in  size,  substance, 
aud  in  colour  ;  i(  has  all  the  appearance  of 
high  health  ;  this  healthy  appearance  ex- 


detailed,  must  afford  consolation  to  those 
who  are  farther  advanced  in  life,  as  that  cir- 
cumstance alone  does  not  render  them  in- 


tends upwards  about  a  third  part  of  the  leg,  j  curable, 
above  which  the  original  paleness  remains  ;  |    The  inference  to  he  drawn  from  these 
but  the  healthy  colour  is  gradually  encroach-  facts,  as  applicable  to  the  subject  now 

1  _  I  1  .  •    1  .•  ♦_  *  I  1  


ing  upon  it 

These  facts  can  only  be  accounted  for 


under  consideration,  is,  that  muscular  mo- 
tion, when  artificially  produced  by  the  ap- 


thus.  The  action  into  which  my  operation  J  plication  of  means  over  which  the  patient 
forces  the  foot,  increases  the  circulation  of ;  has  no  control,  and  which  do  not  require 
the  blood,  aud  gradually  enlarges  those  any  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  patient  to 
vessels  which  had  been  so  contracted,  (hat  produce,  does,  according  to  the  declaration  of 
the  red  particles  of  blood  could  not  pass,  Mr.  Hunter,  restore  the  natural  connexion 
till  a  free  passage  is  obtained  for  them,  between  that  mysterious  power,  volition, 
and  by  this  means  the  bulk,  as  well  as  and  the  muscles  upon  which  it  is  natural 
strength,  of  the  leg  is  in  the  course  of  being  for  it  to  act;  it  likewise  increases  the 
restored  :  this  is  certainly  the  case,  for  the  size,  health,  and  strength  of  muscles,  to 
circumference  of  his  leg  has  been  measured  which  it  is  carefully  applied,  after  they  had 
within  a  few  days,  and  found  to  be,  at  the  been  reduced  by  illness,  as  well  as  other 
largest  part,  one  inch  larger  than  the  cast '  causes,  to  a  state  of  great  debility.  This 
that  was  taken  from  the  same  leg  two  fact  has  been  proved  by  the  success  of  my 
months  ago.  j  practice  upon  this  subject,  particularly  in 

This  patient  has  told  me,  without  being  that  case  which  is  now  in  progress,  and  is 
asked  for  the  information,  that,  before  he  laid  open  to  general  observation, 
came  to  me,  his  leg  and  foot  were  always      Rut,  it  may  be  asked,  in  what  does  this 
very  cold,  but  now  they  are  constantly  in  a  I  treatment  differ,  either  in  principle  or  in 


pleasing  glow,  similar,  and  quite  equal  to 
that  of  his  other  foot ;  of  this  peculiar  effect, 
I  will  give  another  striking  example. 

After  I  had  published  in  The  Lancet  for 
November  2'Jth,  my  invitation  to  gentleraeu 
of  the  medical  profession  to  examine  the 


practice,  from  those  modes  that  have  been 
previously  used  to  produce  similar  effects'? 
The  short  answer  is,  that  it  is  superior  in 
efficacy  to  those  practices,  when  they  have 
been  in  any  way  serviceable,  and  has  been 
completely  successful  in  other  cases,  when 


case  of  Robinson,  a  gentleman,  who  has  a  the  former  practices  were  quite  useless.  It 
daughter  with  a  foot  distorted  in  a  form  that  j  will,  however,  require  some  time  to  demon- 
is  very  like  that  of  Robinson,  senthis  medi-  j  strate  these  facts;  yet,  as  the  subject  is 
cal  adviser  to  examine  that  patient,  although  ;  important,  I  will  do  what  my  experience 
he  lived  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred  enables  me,  to  establish  the  superior  efficacy 
miles  from  London.     This  gentleman,  ac-  of  this  practice. 

companied  by  two  medical  friends,  came  to  j  The  means  that  have  been  employed,  in- 
my  bouse,  examined  Robinson's  case  with  dependent  of  medicine  administered  by  the 
great  cure,  and  conclude,!  thut  I  should  cer-  stomach,  to  restore  such  limbs  as  1  have  de- 
ntinly  cure  him  ,  by  their  recommendation  scribed,  to  their  natural  powers,  are  elec- 
the  young  h:dy,  upon  whose  i»:c:miit  they  !  tricity,  frictions,  embrocations,  with  oils  and 
came  to  London,  has  been  placed  uuder  my  I  other  mixtures,  champooing,  and,  finally, 
care.  She  is  six  years  old  ;  her  foot  is  very  blisters ;  all  these  remedies  may  be  useful  in 
like  Robinson's;  manv  in-successful  at-  cases  to  the  nature  of  which  they  are  duly 
tempts  had  been  made  to  cure  it ;  in  conse-  proportioned;  but,  in  such  as  are  now  under 
quei ice  of  what  she  had  Mift'ered  from  these  consideration,  they  are  perfectly  useless.  I 
attempts,  she  was  very  timorous  when  my  |  have  invariably  found  that  they  are  so ;  but, 
treatment  began;  but,  on  the  third  day,  j  as  a  strong  prejudice  exists  in  favour  of  their 
without  being  asked  questions,  she  said  she  |  efficacy,  in  such  cases,  both  in  the  minds  of 
saw  colour  coming  into  her  toes,  and  felt  some  professional  men,  and  of  other  persons 
that  her  leg  was  warm  instead  of  being  cold  of  a  different  description,  it  will  be,  in  some 
as  it  had  been,  and  this  effect  has  continued  respects,  beneficial  to  produce  authentic 
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facts,  which  will  show  that  these  practices 
are  entirely  useless. 

Before  Robinson  became  my  patient,  he 
was  for  many  months  an  out-patient  at  the 
Middlesex  Hospital  ;  he  was  generally,  if 
not  entirely,  under  the  care  of  the  late  Mr. 
Shaw.  In  consequence  of  that  gentleman's 
directions,  the  patient  kept  his  leg  and  foot 
for^a  long  time  together  over  the  steam  that 
exhaled  from  a  vessel  of  boiling'  water,  and 
was  directed  to  keep  it  so  as  to  make  the 
foot  and  leg  as  hot  as  he  could  hear  them  to 
be  ;  this,  it  was  said,  was  intended  to  soften 
the  skin,  the  muscular  fibres,  the  tendons, 
and  capsular  ligaments,  and  qualify  them  to 
receive  the  oils  which  were  afterwards  to  be 
applied  in  order  to  render  them  still  softer. 

He  was  furnished  with  a  quantity  of  oils ; 
he  was  not  told  what  they  were,  but  he  was 
directed  to  have  them  rubbed  all  over  his 
leg  and  foot  with  great  force  for  several 
hours  together,  that  they  might  very  effec- 
tually aoften  his  leg;  the  smell  of  these 
oils,  he  said,  was  very  offensive,  and  their 
effecta  were  irritating ;  that  his  mother, 
who  operated  as  rubber,  had  her  hands  so 
completely  excoriated,  that  she  was  often 
obliged  to  desist ;  and,  as  no  advantage  was 
gained  by  the  application,  after  a  painful 
perseverance  of  more  than  six  months,  she 
threw  them  aside. 

It  is  well  known  to  the  profession  and  to 
others,  that  ointments  and  embrocations  of 
various  kinds  may  be  advantageously  em- 
ployed, when  they  are  properly  proportioned 
to  the  complaints  for  which  they  are  used ;  as 
mercurial  ointment  in  syphilis,  and  many 
others  upon  different  occasions,  which  it  is 
not  necessary  to  mention  here.  Mr.  Shaw, 
likewise  adopted  a  practice  with  this  pa- 
tient, which,  I  believe,  is  quite  original, 
and  ao  extraordinary,  that  I  should  hesi* 
tate  in  ascribing  it  to  him,  if  the  youth 
was  not  at  hand  to  establish  the  fact.  As 
this  was  a  secret  worth  keeping,  as  well 
as  worth  knowing,  and  too  valuable  to  be 
exposed  to  the  profane  eyea  of  the  pupils 
who  had  paid  their  money  to  learn  the  prac- 
tice at  the  hospital,  to  which  the  youth 
had  applied  as  a  patient,  Mr.  Shaw  direct* 
ed  him,  instead  of  going  to  the  hospital,  to 
go  to  his  private  residenco  in  the  Albany, ' 
while  he  lived  there,  and  afterwards  in 
Berner's  Street,  to  which  he  removed.  In 
these  two  hallowed  temples  of  Esculapius, 
from  which  the  profane  uninitiated,  either 
in  or  out  of  the  profession,  were  care- 
fully excluded,  Mr.  Shaw  and  his  confiden- 
tial assistant  laid  the  patient  at  full  length 
flat  on  his  face;  and  while  he  was  in 
that  situation,  Mr.  Shaw  rubbed  the 
hack  of  his  leg,  in  its  whole  length, 
with  a  brass  roller,  that  was  fixed  in  a  long 
handle,  which  enabled  the  operator  to  hold 
it  with  both  hands,  and  bear  on  it  with 


I  much  force,  while  he  rubbed  it  backwards 
I  and  forwards  with  great  velocity  ;  this  was 
repeated  many  times,  for  a  long  time  at  each 
operation,  which  always  gave  him  great 
pain.  These  frictions  with  the  brass  roller 
always  were  very  painful,  never  produced 
any  advantage,  although  they  were  very  se- 
dulously repeated  during  a  month,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  he  ceased  to  go  to  the 
hospital. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  during  the  six 
months  thst  this  patient  waa  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Shaw,  he  was  successively  subjected 
to  the  action  of  steam,  to  dry  frictions,  to 
embrocations,  which,  I  presume,  are  but 
frictions  with  another  name,  and  intended 
to  promote  the  absorption  of  stimulating 
oils,  which  the  operator  supposed  would 
produce  some  beneficial  effect  upon  the  pa- 
tient's leg  and  foot,  though  it  is  not  easy  to 
discover  by  what  connexion  between  cause 
and  effect  any  benefit  could  be  produced  by 
such  frictions  upon  the  leg  and  foot  of  this 
patient ;  at  all  events  they  showed  that  no 
benefit  was  to  be  expected  from  these  fric- 
tions ;  this  being  the  case,  it  cannot  be  un- 
derstood why  brass  was  adopted  as  the 
material  to  make  this  roller  of,  unless  it  was 
thought  that  metal  had  some  specific  virtue 
for  curing  a  distorted  leg,  which  the  other 
modes  of,  and  materials  for  friction,  did  not 
possess.    Of  the  nature  of  that  specific  vir* 
tue  we  are  quite  ignorant,  and  cannot  now 
be  informed,  because  the  operator  is  no 
longer  in  a  condition  to  give  the  informa- 
tion. 

I  always  believed,  that  Mr.  Shaw  was  the 
sole  inventor  or  discoverer  of  this  specific 
virtue  of  curing  distortions,  but  have  lately 
discovered  a  competitor  whose  claim  must 
not  be  lightly  passed  over. 

At  page  2546  of  a  work  published  by  Dr. 
Harrison,  1  have  found  the  following  pass- 
age : — "  The  prominent  vertebras  and  ribs 
were  then  pressed,  and  driven  in  the  direc- 
tion of  their  natural  situations  with  an  in- 
strument held  in  the  right  hand.  It  has  a 
wooden  handle,  into  which  is  fixed  at  right 
angles,  a  brass  rod,  four  inches  in  length,  and 
of  strength  enough  to  bear  every  degree  of  strength 
that  the  operator  may  deem  it  proper  to  apply. 
To  the  lower  end,  another  round  piece  of  brats 
metal,  about  two  inches  long,  is  rivetted  at 
right  angles.  This,  well  covered  with  soft 
leather  to  prevent  its  bruising  the  akin, 
constitutes,  with  the  other- parts,  the  instru- 
ments that  I  employ  in  all  my  manipula- 
tions." 

Thus  we  see  that  Mr.  Shaw  and  Dr. 
Harrison,  who  disagreed  upon  so  many  sub- 
jects, are  agreed  upon  this,  which  seems  to 
have  no  foundation  in  truth,  vis.,  that  brass 
metal  has  some  specific  virtue  in  curing 
distortions,  as  the  fiist  used  it  in  the  shape 
of  a  roller  upon  his  patient,  without  produo- 
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ing  any  benefit ;  and  ike  latter  uses  it  in  all 
his  manipulations,  to  rub,  pummel,  or  thump 
the  ribs  or  vertebrae  of  young  females,  who 
are  entrusted  to  his  care  ;  but  what  success 
he  may  have  in  that  whimsical  practice,  is 
not  generally  known  ;  at  least  no  authentic 
and  visible  proofs  of  his  success  have  yet 
come  to  my  knowledge. 

For  authentic  proofs  of  other  unsuccess- 
ful practices  that  have  been  used  to  cure 
these  distortions  I  must  refer  to  another 
patient,  who  is  at  present  under  my  care. 
About  six  years  ago,  a  lady  of  mature  age 
had  an  illness,  of  which  I  did  not  get  a 
very  satisfactory  accouut.    After  her  reco- 
very she  felt  a  little  lameness  in  one  of  her 
feet ;  this  went  on  increasing,  till  her  foot 
turned  inwards,  so  that  she  stood  upon  the 
outer  edge  of  her  little  toe,  the  ancle-joint 
became  quite  rigid,  as  well  as  all  the  joints  | 
of  her  foot.    When  I  first  saw  this  lady,  j 
her  foot  bore  a  great  resemblance  to  that  of  j 
Robinson,  but  was  not  so  much  deformed. 

During  the  progress  of  this  distortion 
from  bad  to  worse,  the  usual  ineffectual 
remedies  were  resorted  to;  pumping  upou 
the  foot  with  cold  water,  steeping  it  in  hot 
water,  strengthening  plasters,  embroca- 
tions, dry  frictions  with  the  hand  aud  the 
flesh -brush,  &c. ;  as  all  these  remedies 
failed,  a  severe  course  of  blisters  was  adopt- 
ed as  a  dernier  reaort ;  after  bearing  these 
for  a  month,  without  feeling  any  advantage, 
she  discontinued  them,  with  a  determina- 
tion to  continue  lame,  rather  than  bear  so 
much  pain.  The  last  summer  she  passed  in 
Brighton,  and  used  the  champooing  bath 
during  her  stay  at  that  place,  with  no  more 
advantage  than  she  had  derived  from  the 
other  remedies,  and,  in  October,  placed  her- 
self under  my  care.  At  that  time,  her  foot 
so  exactly  resembled  the  foot  of  Robinson, 
which  is  represented  in  No.  274,  that  1  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  take  a  cast  of  it. 
but  reference  to  that  of  Robinson  will  ex- 
plain all  the  appearances  of  the  lady's  foot ; 
the  distortion  was  equal  in  degree  aud  in 
rigidity  in  both  cases  ;  the  principal  differ- 
ence between  them  is  in  the  age  of  the 
patients,  Robinson  being  not  yet  fifteen, 
and,  as  the  lady  has  a  son  who  is  more  than 
twenty,  we  may,  wiihwt  formally  asking 
the  question,  veuture  to  put  her  down  as 
being  forty  years  of  age. 

1  have,  on  the  present  occasion,  endea- 
voured to  explain  the  general  principles  upon 
which  the  muscular  action  that  I  have  used 
to  perforin  these  cures,  operates  to  produce 
these  effects ;  and,  in  my  next,  shall  en- 
deavour to  show,  that  the  same  principles 
of  muscular  action  may  be  advantageously 
employed  to  improve  the  health  of  invalids 
aud  convalescents,  in  the  forms  of  whose  per- 
sons there  does  not  exist  any  defect,  as  well 
as  in  some  other  complaints,  in  which  it 
may  be  used  with  advantage. 
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SUBSERVIENCY  OF  THB  SOCIETY  TO  THE 
COUNCIL. — POINT  OF  ORDER.  THE  AL- 
LEGED FEVER  BRAIN  CASE.  —  UNUSUAL 
FATALITY  OF  SCARLATINA. 

The  Council  not  having  made  their  appear- 
ance at  twenty  minutes  past  eight  o'clock, 
although  several  members  and  visitors  were 
waiting  in  the  Society's  room,-— 

Mr.  Shearly  rose  and  stated,  that  by  the 
laws  of  the  Society,  the  Council  were  di- 
rected to  meet  between  the  hours  of  seven 
and  eight  o'clock,  and  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  Society  were  regularly  to  begin  at 
eight  o'clock.  A  considerable  portion  of 
time  had  this  evening  been  frittered  away, 
and  he  conceived  the  Council  were  not  jus* 
tifiable  in  thus  acting  ;  and,  as  the  law 
Htated  that  when  seven  members  were  pre- 
sent they  were  competent  to  commence  the 
business  of  the  Society,  he  should  move, 
that  some  member,  then  present,  should  take 
the  chair,  there  heinjj  neither  President  nor 
Vice-President  in  the  room.  He  moved, 
that  Dr.  Johnstone  should  take  the  chair. 

Dr.  Johnstone  would  not  take  the  chair  ; 
he  could  not  think  of  such  a  thing  j  it  would 
be  indecorous  in  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Sh  early.  I  do  not  know  how  it 
could  be  considered  indecorous  for  you  to 
do  so  ;  it  certainly  is  indecorous  in  the 
Council  to  keep  us  waiting  here,  wasting 
our  time. 

Dr.  Johnstone.  We  do  not  know  how 
they  are  engaged ;  let  every  man  be  judged 
of  by  his  acts. 

Mr.  Shearly.  But  the  Society  is  to  meet 
and  proceed  to  business  at  eight  o'clock. 

Dr.  Johnstone.  Well,  but  every  one  who 
is  acquainted  with  these  Institutions  knows 
that  such  a  circumstance  as  this  will  occa- 
sionally take  place  ;  it  is  as  great  a  disap- 
pointment to  me  as  to  any  body,  that  the 
business  has  not  begun  precisely  at  eight 
o'clock ;  but  I  think  it  is  right  we  should 
first  know  what  the  cause  is. 

Mr.  Shearly.  There  is  a  rule  stating, 
that  when  seven  members  are  present,  we 
shall  go  to  business,  and  I  do  not  know  why 
we  should  not  proceed. 

Dr.  Ryan.  No  doubt  the  law  is  such ; 
it  is  undoubtedly  so. 

Mr.  Shearly.  I  do  not  think  the  Coun- 
cil have  the  power  to  keep  us  waiting ;  it 
would  be  perfectly  inconsistent  if  they  had. 

Dr.  Johnstone.  I  do  hope  and  trust,  and 
believe,  it  is  not  upon  private  concerns  they 
are  detaining  us,  but  upon  the  concerns  of 
the  Society. 
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Mr.  Shearly.  But  the  Council  have 
from  seven  to  eight'o'clock  to  deliberate,  and 
surely  the  Society  is  not  to  be  kept  waiting 
for  them.  After  they  arrive,  the  Minutes 
of  the  last  Meeting  will  have  to  be  read, 
which  will  occupy  from  this  time  till  nearly 
a  quarter  to  nine,  and  then  the  Society  will 
break  up  at  half- past  nine  ;  now,  what  use 
is  there  in  gentlemen  leaving  their  business 
and  coming  a  great  distance  to  attend  a 
Society  of  this  kind  ? 

In  a  few  minutes  afterwards  the  Council 
entered  the  room. 

Dr.  Williams  took  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Shearly  then  said,  Sir,  I  beg  to  rise 
to  a  point  of  order.  The  Society  has  now 
been  kept  waiting  for  twenty-Jive  minutes. 
The  business  of  the  Society  is  to  commence 
at  eight  o'clock.  It  has  not  been  this  even- 
ing only  that  the  proceedings  have  been 
thus  delayed,  the  practice  has  now  become, 
generally  speaking,  the  same  every  night ; 
and  1,  for  one,  think  it  excessively  indeco- 
rous that  our  time,  so  exceedingly  short  as 
it  is,  an  hour  and  an  half,  should  be  thus 
frittered  away  before  the  business  can 
begin. 

Dr.  Williams.  Really,  I  must  confess, 
this  evening,  the  Society  has  been  kept 
waiting  beyond  its  usual  hour,  but  a  ques- 
tion of  very  material  interest  to  the  Society 
was  referred  to  the  Council,  about  a  fort- 
night ago,  and  it  has  been  under  discussion 
this  evening.  That  is  the  reason  why  the 
Society  has  been  kept  waiting. 

Mr.  Shearly.  The  Council  are  to  meet 
from  seven  to  eight,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
competent  for  them  to  keep  the  other  mem- 
bers waiting  here  for  twenty  minutes,  or  half 
an  hour,  under  any  pretext. 

Mr.  Proctor.    Perhaps  Mr.  Shearly  will  I 
be  satisfied  when  he  is  informed,  that  this) 
question,  of  very  great  importance  to  the 
Society,  is  to  be  referred  to  him  and  the 
general  body  of  the  Members. 

Mr.  Shearly.  No,  I  am  not  at  all  sa- 
tisfied with  that. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  Meeting  were 
read. 

Mr^  Shearly  stated,  that  Dr.  Blundell 
had  considered  that  the  specimen  of  mon- 
strosity he  (Mr.  Shearly)  exhibited  to  the 
Society  on  the  last  night,  would  be  more 
useful  to  the  public  preserved  as  a  speci- 
men, than  if  it  were  dissected,  and  he  had, 
therefore,  presented  it  to  that  gentleman. 
This  rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  de- 
tail any  morbid  appearances.  The  twin  wsb 
alive  and  likely  to  do  well. 

Dr.  Johnstone.  I  believe  this  is  the 
proper  time  to  take  notice  of  the  Minutes, 
and  though  it  does  not  appear  by  them  that 
any  notice  was  taken  of  a  subject  that  was 
mentioned  on  the  last  evening,  yet  to  that 


I  subject  such  publicity  has  been  given,  by 
a  report,  that  I  think  it  right  to  call  on 
Dr.  Ramadge  to  state,  what  is  the  "  mis- 
statement "  I  made  respecting  the  case  I 
|  then  communicated  to  the  Society ;  and 
who  is  the  relative  of  the  deceased  on  whose 
authority  he  has  occused  me  of  a  mis- 
statement. 

Dr.  Ramadoe.  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  say, 
that  I  have  seen  The  Lancet,  and  that  the 
statement  I  made  in  the  Society  has  been 
correctly  reported  in  that  work.  I  never 
said  that  I  had  bad  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  relative  of  the  deceased.  I  merely  men- 
tioned that  I  had  seen  several  persona  at 
the  West  End  of  the  Town,  and  that  it  was 
reported  there  that  the  patient  had  fever; 
There  is  a  gentleman  in  the  room  who  heard 
Mr.  Jewell  state,  that  the  patient  had  fever 
for  at  least  five  days  before  his  death  ;  that 
he  had  been  in  the  country ;  had  taken 
cold,  and  was  seized  with  delirium.  The 
gentleman  who  told  me  that  he  had  fever 
was  Mr.  Howell,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  bear 
me  out  in  the  statement.  I  did  not  state 
any  thing  intentionally  offensive  to  Dr. 
Johnstone.  My  object  was  further  inquiry 
into  the  case.  I  should  be  glad  to  know, 
whether  this  person  had  any  discharge  from 
the  nostrils  or  not  2 

The  Registrar.  I  did  not  insert  Dr. 
Ramadge's  observation  in  the  Minutes,  be* 
cause,  after  the  meeting  separated,  I  thought 
Dr.  Ramadge  would  have  another  opportu- 
nity of  disposing  of  it,  which  I  considered 
to  be  the  better  way.  If  any  thing  particu- 
lar turns  on  what  passed  I  can  now  make  a 
note  of  it. 

Dr.  Ramadoe.  I  took  the  only  oppor- 
tunity I  had  of  making  my  observations.  If 
I  had  suffered  the  Minutes  to  pass  over  then 
as  they  stood,  I  do  not  think  I  should  have 
done  right. 

Dr.  Johnstone.  There  are  two  things 
to  be  considered — the  statement  and  the 
deduction.  I  have  no  objection  to  any  gen- 
tleman diffeiing  from  me  in  deductions ;  but 
I  think,  if  a  man  differs  from  me  in  facto,  he 
is  bound  to  produce  the  evidence  that  war- 
rants that  opinion.  I  stated  the  symptoms, 
and  I  said  there  was  no  fever  ;  I  stated  the 
condition  of  the  skin,  of  the  secretions,  of 
the  respiration,  and  so  on,  and  1  said,  those 
did  not  exhibit  symptoms  of  fever.  Now 
Dr.  Ramadge  told  the  Society,  for  I  came  in 
late  that  night,  and  did  not  hear  it,  that  he 
had  it  from  a  relative  of  the  deceased's. 

Dr.  Ramadge.  The  statement  never  was 
made  by  me. 

Dr.  Johnstone.  Then  the  only  relative 
of  tho  deceased  was  Mr.  Jewell  himself,  who 
called  on  me  on  Saturday  morning,  saying, 
that  lie  had  read  the  statement  in  The 
Lancet,  and  he  expressed  his  utmost  sur- 
prise that  it  should  have  been  made,  lie 
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not  only  authorised  me  to  repeat,  tliat  what 
I  had  stated  was  true,  but  offered  to  come 
forward  to  prove  every  thing  I  have  said. 
This  gentleman  had  an  opportunity  of  see- 
ing the  patient  every  day,  indeed  I  may 
Say  every  hour,  and  every  week  during  the 
period  he  lived.  The  young  gentleman  was 
ailing  for  three  or  four  weeks ;  for  seven 
days  before  his  death,  he  was  out  in  the 
carriage,  and  from  that  time  he  was  con- 
fined to  bed,  and  theu,  I  6ay,  he  had  no 
symptoms  of  fever.  1  think  it  was  really 
very  unhandsome,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  that 
Dr.  Ramadge  should  have  brought  forward 
this  subject  behind  my  back  ;  it  was  not 
only  irregular,  as  I  was  not  here,  but  I 
think,  really,  that  knowing  well  that  every- 
thing against  me  is  so  exaggerated  in  The 
Lancet,  (cries  of  hear,  hear,  order,  and 
chair,)  he  ought  not,  theu,  to  have  ad- 
dressed the  Society  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Gosset  was  surprised  at  the  time, 
that  Dr.  Kamadge  should  make  the  state- 
ment, and  was  more  surprised  at  his  not 
being  called  to  order  by  the  Chair.  He  re- 
commended that  the  subject  should  be 
dropped,  as  he  did  not  believe  Dr.  Ramadge 
made  this  statement  with  any  intention  to 
annoy,  or  to  offend  Dr.  Johnstone,  but  from 
his  not  exactly  understanding  the  regula- 
tions of  the  Society,  he  proceeded  with  it. 

Dr.  Joiixstonk.  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied, and  content  that  it  should  now  drop. 

Dr.  Rama  doe  rose,  hut 

Dr.  Williams  observed,  I  think  it  would  j 
be  better  that  this  matter  should  drop  ; 
however,  1  beg  to  bear  testimony  to  the  re- 
peated expressions  of  respect  on  the  part 
of  Dr.  Ramadge  towards  Dr.  Johnstone, 
nnd  though  it  may  appear,  that  at  that  pe- 
riod ho  may  have  been  irregular,  1  am  sure 
that  Dr.  Ramadge  did  not  intend  any  per- 
sonal offence. 

Dr.  Ramadge.  1  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
men who  are  here,  and  who  were  here  at 
the  time,  whether  I  said  that  I  myself  had 
had  it  from  a -relative  of  the  deceased]  1 
mentioned  that  I  had  heard  from  a  gentle- 
man who  heard  from  a  relative  of  the  de- 
ceased, tli at  fever  was  not  present ;  and 
what  is  stated  in  Tm:  Lancet  is  perfectly 
correct. 


Mr.  Wray  brought  forward  the  subject 
of  scarlatina,  to  ascertain,  if*  possible,  the 
opinion  of  the  Society  on  what  produced  ( 
death  in  some  of  the  recent  cases  of  scarla- 
tina, where  patients  had  sunk  so  speedily. 
He    enumerated   pui  ticulurly    two  cases, 
where  both  the  patients,  two  of  the  finest 
children  he  had  ever  seen  in  one  family,  ; 
died  within  about  five  days.    In  the  post-  j 
mortem  examination  that  he  made,  he  had  j 
been  able  to  detect  nothing  whatever  in 


any  of  the  viscera,  to  account  for  death ; 
he  therefore  concluded,  the  nervous  struc- 
ture only  was  affected  ;  and  that  death  must 
have  ariseu  from  that.  He  lamented  to  find, 
that  scarlatina  was  very  prevalent  at  pre- 
sent, and  extremely  fatal,  in  spite  of  the 
most  judicious  treatment. 

Dr.  Ramadgk  had  found  scarlatina  also 
extremely  destructive  of  life.  He  was  in- 
clined to  apply  leeches  to  the  throat  in  the 
first  instance,  followed  by  large  poultices, 
to  keep  the  bowels  open,  to  spouge  the 
body  with  vinegar  and  water,  to  make  use 
of  mercurial  medicine  and  stimulants.  He 
did  not  think  gargles,  in  the  inflamed  state 
of  the  throat,  of  use ;  warm  water  was  the 
simplest  and  best  gargle.  He  likewise  re- 
commended a  tea-spoonful  of  the  infusion 
of  roses,  with  a  little  syrup,  frequently. 

Mr.  Proctor  had  generally  carried  his 
patients  through  ;  and  he  thought  scarlatina 
ought  to  be  treated  according  to  the  strength 
of  the  patient,  and  very  much  upon  the 
principle  that  would  be  adopted  by  a  judi- 
cious practitiouer  in  any  other  case  of  fever, 
where  the  nervous  system  was  considerably 
affected.  In  some  cases  blood  might,  and 
in  some  it  might  not,  be  abstracted.  The 
last  season  produced  more  fatality  than  usual 
in  the  neighbourhood  where  he  resided. 
One  very  strong  man,  who  had  a  sudden 
attack  of  jaundice,  was  bled,  and  soon  after- 
wards became  partly  delirious ;  in  less  tban 
36  hours  from  the  appearance  of  the  dis- 
ease, he  expired.  Dr.  Chomelly  had  in- 
formed him,  that  five  coses  of  the  same  kind 
had  fallen  to  his  lot,  three  of  which  he  had 
carried  through  with  stimuli. 

Dr.  Ryan  had  had  considerable  opportu- 
nity of  witnessing  scarlatina.  In  one  house, 
two  children  died  suddenly,  the  one  five, 
and  the  other  seven  years  old.  Leeches  to 
the  throat,  and  treatment  very  similar  to 
that  recommended  by  Dr.  Ramadge  had 
been  had  recourse  to.  A  third  child  in  the 
same  house  became  affected,  which  the  pa- 
rents refused  to  be  allowed  to  be  treated  in 
the  same  manner,  but  gave  wine,  and  ap- 
plied sinapisms  to  the  feet :  he  got  well. 
There  were  cases  in  which  it  was  impossi. 
hie  to  save  the  patients.  Stimulating  treat- 
ment seemed  to  have  been  the  favourite  in 
ancient  times  ;  and  he  was  inclined  to  resort 
to  the  decoction  of  bark,  wine,  and  sina- 
pisms to  the  feet. 

i\lr.  Gosskt  had  found  great  benefit  from 
using  the  subenrbonate  of  ammonia. 

Mr.  Salmon  regarded  the  chloride  of 
lime  in  the  shape  of  a  gargle  as  a  very  ex- 
cellent remedv  ;  hulf  a  drachm  of  the  chlo- 
ride  of  lime  to  n  pint  of  water,  injected 
into  the  stomach.  In  some  of  the  severe 
cases,  the  ulceration  went  down  throughout 
the  mucous  membrane,  not  only  of  the  sto- 
mach, but  of  the  intestines;  and  he  had 
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found  injection*  of  the  chloride  into  the 
rectum  exceedingly  serviceable. 

Mr.  Asiiwei.l  had  witnessed  surprising 
benefit  from  using  the  subcarbonate  of  am- 
monia. He  first  attended  to  the  state  of  the 
bowels,  put  the  child  into  the  warm  bath, 
with  some  mustard,  and  immediately  gave 
the  subenrbonate,  not  confining  himself  to 
any  particular  form  of  it.  He  had  frequently 
given  10  or  15  minims  of  the  spiritus  ammo- 
nia aromatic* ,  in  a  little  peppermint  or  sirup. 
He  recommended  light  poultices,  consisting 
of  three  parts  of  linseed  rrteal  and  one  of 
mustard,  to  be  applied  to  the  neck,  by  which 
he  had  seen  children  relieved  from  a  state 
of  almost  certain  suffocation.  In  more  se- 
vere attacks,  more  active  remedies  were 
necessary  ;  but  he  had  not,  for  the  last  three 
or  four  years,  employed  leeches. 

Mr.  Brown  had  never  employed  the  lau- 
cet  to  infants  ;  be  might  have  availed  him- 
self of  the  use  of  leeches.  He  objected  to 
blisters  remaining  on  infants,  so  long  as  to 
occasion  much  stimulating  irritation,  by 
which  sloughing  might  be  induced.  He 
considered  an  ounce  of  the  sirup  of  rboedos, 
with  12  drops  of  muriatic  acid,  au  excel- 
lent linctus  for  children.  He  had  never  given 
ammonia.  He  preferred  the  tepid  to  the 
warm  bath.  If  he  wished  to  give  at i mu- 
tants, he  should  prefer  wine  to  ammonia. 

Mr.  Wray  regretted  that  the  object  for 
which  he  had  introduced  the  discussion, 
had  not  been  attended  to.  He  wished  to 
have  had  the  morbid  symptoms,  if  any  had 
been  explained,  by  which  death  had  been 
caused,  and  these  had  entirely  been  passed 
over.  For  his  own  part,  he  esteemed  bleed- 
ing a  very  valuable  remedy. 

A  Member,  whose  name  we  did  not 
ascertain,  expressed  his  opinion,  that  there 
must  be  something  peculiar  in  the  season, 
which  alone  could  account  for  the  great 
mortality  that  had  prevailed  of  late  in  cases 
of  scarlatina  and  other  fevers.  He  had  lost 
cases  without  beiug  able  to  account  for  death 
in  any  other  way.  On  dissection,  he  had 
discovered  nothing. 


CASK  OF  ST.  VITUS    DANCE  FROM  AN 
EXTRAORDINARY  CAUSE. 

By  Edward  Harrison,  M.D. 

Mns.  Brabins,  aetat.  about  90,  of  a  thin 
spare  habit,  was  the  mother  of  several  chil- 
dren. She  had  through  life  enjoyed  ex- 
cellent health,  the  consequence  of  her  tem- 
perate and  methodical  habits.  April  20, 
1812,  she  was  seized  with  irregular  motions 
of  the  superior  extremities  ;  they  kept  in- 
creasing for  several  days,  when  the  inferior 
became  similarly  affected.   Her  attempt  to 


|  perform  any  kind  of  work,  and  especially  to 
I  convey  meat  or  drink  to  the  mouth,  was 
attended  with  constant  mistakes,  which  sel- 
dom failed  to  excite  the  laaghter  of  by- 
standers, and  in  which  she  generally  tdok 
her  part.  She  could  not  direct  her  steps  in 
going  from  one  place  to  another,  so  as  to 
proceed  directly  to  the  spot.  One  of  the 
feet  dragged,  and  made  a  sort  of  semicir- 
cular turn  in  walking.  She  continued  in 
this  state,  with  scarcely  any  alteration,  till 
the  following  June,  when  she  expired  rather 
suddenly. 

The  next  morning,  my  friend  Dr.  Veitcb, 
of  Horncastle,  and  I,   were  suffered  to 
examine  the  head.    On  removing  the  skull, 
we  found  the  dura  mater  looking  flabby  nnd 
very  pale,  as  did  the  tunica  arachnoidea  and 
pia  mater.    There  was  an  unusual  quantity 
of  moisture  lying  between  these  several 
membranes.   The  brain,  when  cut  into, 
appeared  extremely  pale,  but  was  of  the 
usual  consistence.  On  laying  open  the  ven- 
tricles,  we  found  them  distended  with  a 
fluid,  which  wos  nearly  pellucid.  A  large 
quantity  of  the  same  kind  of  liquid  flowed 
freely,  and,  in  great  abundance,  out  of 
the  theca-spinalia.  The  chord  and  its  mem* 
branes,  as  far  as  we  could  trace  tliera 
through  the  foramen  magnum,  presented  a 
similar  hue  to  that  of  the  cerebrum,  and  its 
involucra.    No  other  morbid  appea.ances 
were  discovered,  though  we  carefully  ex- 
amined the  different  parts  of  the  brain  and 
its  memhranes.    As  we  were  not  prepared 
to  meet  with  any  preternatural  quantity  of 
fluid  in  the  skull,  or  spinal  tube,  we  incau- 
tiour.lv  suffered  some  of  it  to  escape  upon 
the  floor.    We  could  not,  therefore,  mea- 
sure the  quantity  lodged  in  the  brain  and 
theen,  but  we  were  of  opinion  that  it  did 
not  amount  to  less  than  six  ounces,  and  pro- 
bably considerably  more.   She  retained  her 
faculties  almost  to  the  very  last ;  indeed, 
the  dav  previous  to  her  death,  she  was 
thought  better ;    and  it  was,  upon  some 
sudden  motion,  either  in  rising  from  her 
bed,  or  from  the  night-chair,  that  she  ex- 
pired.   She  had  always  been  considered 
(what  is  called)  a  nervous  person  ;  but  from 
regular  habits,  of  every  description,  she  was 
unusually  healthy,  and  remained  free  from 
complaint  at  her  advanced  years,  till  the 
period  above  alluded  to  ;  and  she  had  not 
been  in  the  habit  of  taking  any  medicine, 
excepting,  occasionally,  a  little  aperient 
electuaiy. 

REMARKS. 

The  accession  of  idiopathic  chorea  after 
puberty  is,  as  far  as  I  know,  of  very  rare 
occurrence.  It  is  a  disease  of  early  youth, 
aud  generally  vanishes  on  the  full  develop- 
ment of  the  constitution.  Mosologists  class 
it  among  the  neuroses,  supposing  it  to 
emanate  from  the  nervous  system.  I  hive 
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not  met  with  another  insunce,  wliere  chore  a 
be^an  in  old  age  ;  at  that  period  the  nerves 
are  too  much  blunted  to  Buffer  from  chorea, 
under  ordinary  circumstances.  We  there- 
fore presume  to  assert,  that  in  the  present 
instance  the  complaint  did  not  originate  in 
the  usual  war.  but  in  the  serous  deposite, 
within  the  brain  and  spine.  That  extraneous 
matters  lodged  in  the  theca  spinalis  iuduce 
very  distressing  nervous  symptoms,  we 
know  from  the  former  and  the  following 
cases,  as  also  from  onotber  published  by  Mr. 
Chevalier.*  Iu  the  last,  a  girl,  fourteen 
years  old,  complained  of  great  anguish  in 
her  back,  which  was  aggravated  on  sitting 
up.  The  pain  kept  increasing  for  several 
days.  After  an  unusually  severe  attack, 
the  moi'.ier  thought  she  discovered  a  slight 
projection  of  the  spinous  processes,  iu  the 
lumbar  vertebras.  "  I  was  aent  for,"  says 
Mr.  Chevalier,  "  but  could  discover  nothing 
in  the  back  that  was  not  natural,  nor  was 
any  particular  pain  excited  by  pressure. 
The  effort  to  sit  up  distressed  her  much. 
On  the  following  morning,  to  my  great  sur- 
prise, I  was  informed  that,  early  in  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  she  complained  of  a  sudden 
and  violent  increase  of  pain,  and  immedi- 
ately became  convulsed  ;  when  the  convul- 
sions had  continued  five  hours,  she  expired. 
I  examined  her  body  in  the  presence  of 
Air.  Johnson,  of  Mortimer- street.  There 
were  no  traces  of  disease  in  the  brain,  or  in 
any  of  the  thoracic  or  ubdominul  viscera.  I 
found  the  cavity  of  the  spinal  canal,  close 
to  the  seat  of  the  pain,  filled  with  extreva- 
aated  blood,  which,  from  its  florid  colour, 
must  have  been  arterial,  and  which  covered 
the  whole  of  the  cauda  equina."  The  seat 
of  the  pain  naturally  leads  to  a  supposition, 
that  the  effusion  took  place  from  a  blood- 
vessel  situated  within  the  lumbar  tube, 
where,  by  irritating  the  spinal  cord,  it  ex- 
cited the  fatal  convulsions. 

(To  be  continued.) 


GLASGOW  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 


coagulum,  so  aa  to  keep  its  edges  widely 
separate.  There  was  also  an  oozing  of  ar- 
terial blood.  The  wound  had  been  inflicted 
three  weeks  before  his  admission,  and  was 
followed  by  violent  arterial  haemorrhage.  It 
was  at  length  checked  by  pressure,  but  not 
completely  ;  for,  during  the  succeeding  14 
days,  it  had  recurred  twice.  On  the  17  th 
January  a  ligature  was  applied,  but  scarce- 
ly with  more  success,  for,  aa  has  been  said, 
blood  still  continued  to  ooze  from  the  wound 
on  his  admission.  A  pad  waa  applied,  so  as 
completely  to  restrain  the  bleeding,  and 
six  drachms  of  the  sulphate  of  magnesia 
given  internally.  The  following  day  haemor- 
rhage to  a  considerable  extent  took  place, 
from  a  vessel  in  the  situation  of  the  poste- 
rior tibial,  which  waa  secured.  On  the 
28th,  bleeding  again  took  place,  and  on 
removing  the  dressings,  the  ligature  was 
found  detached.  Since  this  occurrence,  the 
case  has  gone  on  favourably. 


WOUND  OP  THE  1'OSTERIOR  TIBIAL  ARTXRY. 

John  Buchanan,  aged  12,  was  admitted 
under  the  tare  of  Mr.  Cowan  (Juu.  21),  with 
a  wound  situated  over,  and  a  little  to  the 
outer  side  of  the  right  leg.  equulling  the 
size  of  a  crown.  An  incision  had  been  made 
directly  afterwards,  an  inch  and  a  half  in 
length,  and  at  its  junction  with  the  original 
wound,  there  was  a  ligature  placed  on  some 
divided  vessel.   The  wound  was  filled  with 

•  Med.  Chirurg.  Trans,  vol.  iii. 


REMOVAL  OF  AN  ADIPO-SARCOMATOUS 
TUMOUR. 

Mrs.  Kyle,  aged  61,  was  admitted  into 
the  Hospital  by  Dr.  Couper  on  the  2oth  of 
January,  with  a  large  pendulous  tumour  on 
the  outer  aspect  of  the  superior  third  of  the 
thigh.  It  measured  eleven  inches  in  length, 
and  nineteen  in  circumference.  The  tumour 
iutlf  was  firm  and  lobulated,  and  waa  but 
loosely  attached  to  the  subjacent  parts.  At 
its  moat  inferior  part,  there  was  an  ulce- 
rated opening  of  inconsiderable  size,  the  cen- 
tre of  which  was  occupied  by  a  brownish 
slouch,  and  from  this  a  thiu  sanies  was  dis- 
charged. The  patient  said  the  tumour  was 
the  seat  of  occasional  pain,  which  was  most 
severe  and  frequent  during  the  night.  The 
veins  of  the  thigh  and  leg  were  varicose. 
Her  htaHh  had  also  been  declining  for 
some  time;  her  appetite  had  become  im- 
paired, her  tongue  white,  and  pulse  100. 
Her  bowels  were  regular. 

The  tumour  iirst  made  its  appearance 
about  sixteen  years  ago.  At  that  time  it 
was  loose,  aud  gave  her  no  uneasiness ; 
but  four  years  after,  when  it  had  attained 
the  size  of  an  orange,  it  became  affected 
with  shooting  pains,  since  which  it  had  gra- 
dually, but  constantly  increased.  A  year 
before  she  came  into  the  hospital,  the  skin 
broke  at  its  most  depending  part,  and,  for 
three  months,  a  thin  ichorous  fluid  was  dis- 
charged. It  ultimately  ceased,  but  after- 
wards ulcerated,  and  some  time  after  three 
pouuds  of  blood  were  lost,  before  bleeding 
could  be  checked.  Since  this  occurrence, 
the  shooting  pains  were  more  frequent  aud 
severe. 

28.  The  tumour  was  removed  to-day,  by 
making  a  longitudinal  incision  on  each  side 
of  its  base,  close  to,  and  parallel  with,  the 
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thigh.  Immediately  afterwards,  its  cello- 
lar  connexions  were  divided.  Three  or  four 
tolerably -sized  arteries  continuing  to  throw 
out  blood,  were  secured,  and  an  attempt 
made  to  bring  the  edges  of  the  wound  toge- 
ther ;  but  this,  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  skin,  was  found  quite  impossible.  A 
suture  was  then  had  recourse  to,  which, 
being  passed  through  the  lips  of  the  wound, 
was  hauled  to  in  a  first-rate  nautical  style. 
The  wound  was  afterwards  dressed  with 
adhesive  plaster  and  a  bandage.  The  tu- 
mour weighed  five  pounds  nine  ounces. 

Feb.  7.  The  wound  has  been  repeatedly 
dressed,  and  looks  favourably.  To-day  there 
was  a  copious  discharge  of  healthy  pus. 
Two  ligatures,  which  were  attempted  the 
day  before,  were  removed  without  difficulty. 
The  wound,  which  covers  a  space  equal  to 
the  extended  band,  was  dressed  with  straps 
and  a  bandage.  She  was  ordered  nourish- 
ing diet. 


NECROSIS  OF  THE  TIBIA— AMPUTATION. 

Archibald  Macintyre,  aged  46,  was  ad- 
mitted by  Dr.  Couper,  Feb.  11th.  At  the 
upper  and  anterior  part  of  the  right  knee 
joint,  there  was  a  large,  foul,  ulcerated  sur- 
face, which  extended  downwards  to  seven 
inches  along  the  tibia.  In  the  centre  of  this 
ulcerated  surface,  there  was  a  wide  orifice 
covered  with  thick  tenacious  matter,  in 
which  the  tibia  was  seen  black  and  necroaed. 
It  was  quite  soft  and  friable,  the  probe 
passing  easily  into  its  substance.  From 
this  opening  there  was  discharged  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  thin  ichorous  fluid.  The 
leg  was  of  natural  warmth,  but  the  foot  was 
cold  and  oedematous. 

He  states,  that  fourteen  years  before,  he 
was  struck  on  the  upper  part  of  the  knee 
joint,  which  afterwards  swelled.  The  in- 
flammation was  subdued,  but  confirmed  an- 
chylosis took  place.  It  is  at  present  bent, 
but  gave  him  little  uneasiness,  till  Decem- 
ber last,  when  the  joint  and  the  upper  part 
of  the  leg  became  affected  with  severe  in- 
flammation. The  skin  over  the  tibia  shortly 
afterwards  broke,  which  was  followed  by  a 
copious  discharge  of  thin  fluid,  and  rapid 
extension  of  the  ulceration.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  January,  seveial  pounds  of  blood 
issued  from  its  surface.  The  patient  was 
sallow  and  much  emaciated,  but  his  appe- 
tite continued  good.  He  also  slept  well, 
but  was  troubled  with  profuse  perspiration. 
His  pulse  was  140,  and  small,  lie  hud 
eight  ounces  of  wine,  and  an  anodyne 
draught. 

13.  Dr.  Couper  removed  the  limb  to-day 
by  the  circulur  operation.  Air.  Cowan  ap- 
plied the  tourniquet  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
superior  third  of  (he  thigh.  The  amputat- 
ing knife  was  carried  round  the  limb,  divid- 


ing, as  usual,  the  skin  and  integuments. 

These  were  dissected  up  for  a  considerable 
extent,  with  the  same  knife  that  had  been 
used  in  making  the  circular  incision.  After 
this  was  accomplished,  the  muscles  -were 
divided  to  the  bone.  A  scalpel  was  now 
handed  the  operator,  with  which  .he  de- 
tached the  muscles  from  the  bone  for  an 
inch,  or  perhaps  a  little  more.  The  retrac- 
tor was  now  put  on,  and  the  bone  sawn 
through.  The  femoral  artery  was  imme- 
diately tied,  but  some  time  was  occupied  in 
aPplym£  ligatures  on  other  three  vessels, 
whicfi,  from  the  weak  and  emaciated  state 
of  the  patient,  had  ceased  to  bleed,  and 
were  more  difficult  to  secure.  The  integu- 
ments were  now  brought  over  the  face  of 
the  stump,  and  the  usual  dressings  applied. 
While  doing  this,  some  care  was  necessary 
to  keep  the  surfaces  of  the  wound  accurate- 
ly together,  from  retraction  of  the  skin. 

When  the  man  was  removed,  the  limb 
was  dissected.  It  seemed  a  complete  mass 
of  disease.  The  tibia  immediately  beneath 
the  joint  was  necrosed  to  a  considerable 
extent.  The  joint  was  completely  anchy- 
losed,  requiring  considerable  force  to  effect 
the  slightest  movement.  The  cartilages 
were  almost  entirely  absorbed. 


FISTULA  IN  ANOJ  STETHOSCOPIC  IGNORANCE. 

David  M' Lardy,  aetat.21,  dyer,  was  admit- 
ted on  the  29th  Dec,  labouring  under  fistula 
in  auo ;  four  years  sines  had  an  abscess  in  site 
of  present  opening,  which  was  punctured  and 
shortly  after  healed  ;  about  five  months  ago 
observed  a  discharge  from  anus,  which  has 
since  continued;  general  health  good  :  or- 
dered half  an  ounce  of  castor  oil  immediately, 
which  produced  one  stool.  Fistula  was  laid 
open  on  the  4th  Feb.,  after  which  he  had 
griping  aud  uneasiness  in  bowels;  on  7th, 
had  a  rigour,  since  which  has  been  feverish 
and  uneasy,  with  severe  pain  in  back  and 
testicles  ;  pulse  90  ;  tongue  whitish  ;  thirst; 
urine  high  coloured  ;  ordered  to  be  bled  to 
*xij,  which  presented  a  buffy  coat.  -  The 
pain  in  testicles  and  other  feverish  symptoms 
continuing,  the  hip- bath,  with  a  pill  of  calo- 
mel and  opium,  was  ordered  to  be  given  in 
the  evening,  which  had  the  effect  of  allaying 
pain  and  producing  profuse  perspiration. 

15.  Had  a  rigour ;  pain  in  back  and  testi- 
cles ;  lower  part  of  abdomen  slightly  tym- 
panitic, but  not  painful  on  piessure;  pulse  94; 
ton  'rue  cleaner  ;  thirst ;  twelve  leeches  to 
abdomen,  after  which  had  an  enema,  followed 
by  one  stool. 

14.  Twelve  leeches  to  left  hip,  which  was 
painful  on  pressure. 

16.  Passed  a  good  night,  but  since  morn- 
ing severe  pain  ot  back  ;  pulse  100  ;  bowels 
moved  by  enema  ;  ordered  to  repeat  the  pill 
immediately,  with  the  hip-bath  and  Dover's 
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powder  in  the  erring.  With  the  exception  of 
some  delirium  ami  a  dig  lit  abscess  over  left 
hip,  which  was  punctured,  no  other  symp- 
toms occurred  until  the  25th,  when  he  was 
attacked  with  frequent  cough,  accompanied 
by  bloody  expectation,  fur  which  ho  was 
ordered  a  blister  to  brea3t,  and  cough  mix- 
ture. Debility  gradually  increasing:  died 
on  the  29th. 

Sectio  catlaveris. 

The  abscesses  over  hip  had  contracted  to 
a  small  size  ;  the  colon  was  found  distended 
with  air,  and  the  abdominal  viscera  perfectly 
free  from  disease  ;  the  right  lung  adhered 
extensively  to  the  walls  of  the  thorax,  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  portion  of  its  anterior 
part,  was  either  totally  hepatised  or  entering 
into  a  state  of  purulent  infiltration.  Air. 
Cowan  mentioned  at  the  post-mortem  exami- 
nation, that  his  attention  had  been  completely 
confiued  to  the  state  of  the  abdominal  vis- 
cera, never  having  suspected  disease  in  the 
lungs,  though  declaring  at  the  same  time, 
that  patients  labouring  under  fistula  in  ano 
were  very  obnoxious  to  pulmonary  com- 
plaints. Jf  he  were  aware  of  the  liability  of 
such  complaints,  why  was  not  the  attention 
directed,  at  an  earlier  period,  to  the  state  of 
the  lungs  ?  Why  not  avail  himself  of  the 
stethoscope,  of  the  use  of  which,  he  declared 
himself  perfectly  ignorant  ?  What  apology  has 
a  surgeon,  filling  a  public  situation,  for  such 
ignorance,  and  that  too,  when  it  could  be  so 
easily  remedied,  in  this  instance,  by  trans- 
ferring a  portion  of  the  servile  obeisance  paid 
to  the  practice  of  Lisfrunc  and  Dupuytren, 
to  that  of  Laennec  1 


26.  Diarrhoea  and  griping  accompanied 
with  tenderness  of  abdomen,  on  pressure, 
but,  which  was  partially  relieved  by  opium. 
Leg  dressed,  after  which,  it  not  beiug  very 
accurately  fixed,  he  was  desired  rather 
roughly  to  "  turn  his  foot."  (Who  ever  heard 
of  a  man  with  a  fractured  leg  being  desired 
to  turn  his  foot  ?  Oh  !  spirit  of  Mr.  Pott, 
what  would  you  exclaim  on  seeing  such 
treatment  ?)  Calomel  and  opium  were  or- 
dered in  large  doses,  with  a  blister  to  abdo- 
men, which  had  no  effect  in  relieving 
diarrhoea. 

28.  Leg  dressed;  discharge  healthy;  no 
bony  union  ;  which  appeared  to  be  prevented 
in  a  great  degree  by  the  leg  being  always 
raised  from  its  pillow,  during  the  dressing, 

Feb.  2.  Diarrhoea  continues ;  complains 
of  debility;  countenance  sharp  and  anxious  ; 
pulse  100  ;  tongue  dry  ;  wound  dressed  ; 
discharge  healthy  ;  upper  shaft  of  bone  pro- 
truding ;  medicine  continued,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  sulph.  quinine,  during  the  day. 

6.  Slight  cough  ;  no  pain  in  chest ;  expec- 
toration sinks  in  water  ;  wound  as  before. 

7.  Patient  left  the  house,  having  the  fool- 
hardiuess  to  believe  that  "  sound  chirurgi- 
cal"  might  be  had  elsewhere  than  within 
the  walls  of  a  hospital. 


COMPOUND  FRACTURE ;  IMPROVED  PLAN  OF 
TREATMENT. 

James  Birney,  *.etnt.  .10,  labourer,  a  man 
of  intemperate 'habits,  was  admitted  Jan.  7, 
with  compound  fracture  of  right  leg,  in 
which  both  bones  are  fractured  ;  the  tibia 
laid  bare  to  extent  of  two  inches  ;  two  de- 
tached portions  were  extracted,  and  about 
n  quarter  of  an  inch  of  its  upper  shaft  sawed 
off,  after  which,  the  edges  of  wound  were 
brought  together  and  splints  applied.  The 
patient  was  in  a  higher  degree  of  excitement 
than  could    have  been    produced   by  the 
quantity  of  wine  he  received  previous  to 
admission  ;  general  health  good  ;  ordered  a 
pill  of  calomel  and  opium  immediately,  and 
a  cathartic  bolus  in  the  morning  ;  after  which 
the  patient  continued  in  as  good  a  condition 
as  could  be  expected,  until  the  23th,  when 
he  ha  l  a  rigour,  in  consequence  of  which,  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  drens  the  leg,  for 
first  time.    Tibia  is  "still  exposed,  though 
grater  part  of  wound  is  closed  with  healthy 
granulations;  discharge  moderate.  After 
dressing,  pulse  had  sunk  from  100  to  86 ; 
ordered  Dover's  powder. 

No.  203 


BURN. 

Mary  M'Cosh,  oetat.  40,  a  woman  of  in- 
temperate  habits,  was  admitted  on  the  2d 
Feb.,  with  severe  burn,  extending  over  the 
integuments  of  face,  right  side  of  neck, 
greater  part  of  thorax,  and  considerable  part 
of  right  arm  and  shoulder.  The  left  hand 
and  forearm,  and  anterior  parts  of  left  knee 
are  also  scorched  and  slightly  vesicated. 

•1.  Violent  delirium  during  the  night,  with 
tremor  ;  pupils  contracted  ;  tongue  furred  ; 
thirst ;  bowels  open  ;  pulse  116  ;  four  ounces 
of  alcohol  during  the  day. 

5.  Constant  delirium  continued  until  tho 
6th,  when  she  fell  asleep. 

9.  Involuntnry  motions;  sores  dressed; 
slough  undetached ;  slight  purulent  dis- 
charge ;  medicines  continued.  The  symp- 
toms remaining  unabated  and  the  debility 
increasing  sheexpirod  on  the  16th. 

Ssctio  catiaveiis. 
Serous  exhalation  over  the  hemispheres 
of  brain,  with  a  collection  of  bloody  serum 
in  basis  cranii  ;  partial  hepatisation  of 
right  lung,  of  long  standing  ;  two  or  three 
small  abscesses  under  integuments  of  abdo- 
men ;  liver  in  some  parts  cartilaginous. 

It  was  mentioned,  at  the  post-mortem  ex- 
amination, that  tho  patient  had  been  bled 
after  her  admission  ;  the  delirium  tremens 
with  which  she  was  affected  being  deemed 
the  effects  of  cerebral  congestion.  Query  ! 
Is  it  usual  to  bleed  patients  affected  with 
severe  and  extensive  burn  1  Why  was  not 
the  flour  applied  ] 

3  A 


Digitized  by  Google 


722 


HOSPITAL  REPORTS  BY  BATS. 

a  partial  representation  of  tlio  facts  of  the 


THE  LANCET. 

London,  Saturday,  March  7,  1829. 


A  Medical  Journal  has  recently  beon 
established  at  Paris,  under  the  title  of  La 
Lancet  te  Franchise;  the  Editors  of  which  state, 
that  in  the  conduct  of  their  publication  they 
will  be  governed  by  the  same  principles  of 
impartiality  and  independence  which  charac- 
terise the  English  Journal  whose  designa- 
tion they  have  adopted ;  and  that  one  of  their 
main  objects  is  to  present  the  Medical  Pro* 
Session  in  France  with  faithful  reports  of 
cases  occurring1  in  the  publio  hospitals. 
Hitherto,  reports  of  hospital  cases  have,  for 
the  most  part,  been  transmitted  to  the 
Editors  of  French  Medical  Journals  by  the 
hospital   physicians  and   surgeons  them- 
selves, and  the  consequence  has  been  that 
no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  fidelity  of 
the  reporters.    It  is  not  necessary  to  resort 
to  the  invidious  supposition  that  the  Frenoh 
hospital  functionaries  stand  lower  in  point  of 
honour  and  morality,  than  persons  holding 
similar  situations  in  other  countries,  in  order 
to  account  for  the  system  of  garbling  and 
misrepresentation,  which,  it  seems,  has  long 
notoriously  prevailed  in  the  reports  of  hospi- 
tal cases,  as  published  in  the  French  jour- 
nals.   It  is  a  law  of  human  nature,  which 
most' men  discover  and  act  upon  without 
the  help  of  Puffendorf,  or  Grotius,  that 
wherever  they  have  the  uncontrolled  power 
of  praisiDg  or  censuring  themselves,  they 
will  generally  give  themselves  the  full  bene 
fit  of  their  own  approbation,  and  avoid  giving 
unnecessary   prominenco  to  unfsvourable 
particulars,  or,  in  other  words,  suppress 
whatever  may  tend  to  injure  their  own  in- 
terests and  reputation.    Hence  the  publica 
tion  of  hospitsl  reports  by  hospital  physicians 
and  surgeons  themselves,  leads,  of  necessity, 
to  unfairness  in  the  selection  of  cases  laid 
before  the  public,  and,  for  the  most  part,  to 


cases  selected.    Even  in  the  best  conducted 
hospitals  errors  must  be  occasionally  com- 
mitted, but  no  man  will  voluntarily  become 
the  historian  of  his  own  blunders  ;  and  the 
sraount  of  fraud  practised  on  the  profession 
and  the  public,  by  the  suppression  or 
misrepresentation,  of  cases,  which  must 
exist  to  some  extent,  even  on  the  most 
favourable  supposition,  will  be  less  or  great- 
er in  propottion  as  the  hospital  function- 
aries are  more  or  less  competent  to  discharge 
their  official  duties.   In  this  country,  where 
the  system  under  which  hospital  patronage 
is  distributed  affords  no  security  for  the 
competency  of  the  persons  appointed  to 
dischsrge  the  duties  of  hospital  surgeons 
and  physicians,  and  where  we  find  a  single 
individual  able,  by  dint  of  corrupt  ioflu. 
ence,  to  quarter  his  whole  family  upon 
two  charitable  institutions,  to  the  exclusion 
of  men  of  vigorous  intellect  and  unpatrO- 
nised  talent,  what  would  be  the  result  if 
the  profession  and  the  public  had  no  other 
records  of  hospital  proceedings  to  look  to, 
except  such  as  were  supplied  by  the  parties 
who  are  interested  in  concealing  their  own 
inefficiency  1   We  are  not  left  to  conjecture 
the  consequence,  for  the  experiment  which 
has  actually  been  made  by  some  of  the  hos- 
pital surgeons,  has  enabled  such  members  of 
the  profession,  as  their  lucubrations  have 
reached,  to  estimate  the  degree  of  honesty 
and  impartiality  with  which   they  have 
recorded  their  own  professional  exploits. 
It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  the  late  trial, 
we  elicited  from  the  mouth  of  Mr.  Brodik, 
in  the  witness-box,  an  admission  that  he, 
and  some  other  hospital  surgeons,  had  sub- 
scribed to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  publica- 
tion, which  gave  them  an  opportunity  of 
becoming  their  own  panegyrists,  and  of 
paying  weekly  homage  to  their  own  per- 
fections.   We  can  make  no  better  comment 
upon  this  admission  of  Mr.  Brooir,  than 
one  which  is  supplied  to  our  hands,  in  a 
passage  of  Sir  James  So  a  a  Lett's  sj 


Digitized  by  Google 


SMUGGLING  OF  BATS. 


723 


a  pas?nge  which,  like  many  others  in  the 
learned  gentleman's  address  to  the  jury, 
affords  an  instance  of  the  curious  iufelicity 
with  which  his  arguments  tended  to 
strengthen  the  case  which  he  was  in- 
structed, and,  peradventure,  paid,  to  oppose. 


Bransby  Cooper.  In  the  profession  of 
the  law,  the  race  can  only  he  won  by  the 
strongest;  in  that  of  medicine,  the  weakest 
are  smuggled  up  to  the  goal  at  the  moment 
when  those  who  rely  upon  their  own  exer- 
tions receive  the  signal  for  starting.  We 


"  What,  if  in  the  law  in  every  assize  helieve  there  is  hardly  an  instance  on  re- 


town,  persons  were  employed  to  publish 
the  fame  of  their  own  particular  efforts,  and 
not  to  ullow  that  fair  competition  in  a  court 
of  justice,  to  determine  who  is  the  advocate 
the  public  should  employ,  but  to  give  it  out 
befoiehand,  by  suppression  and  false  repre- 
sentation, would  nut  that  destroy  the  honour 
of  the  bar,  and  would  it  noc  teud  still  more 
to  degrade  that  honourable  profession,  if 
among  themselves  persona  were  found  capa- 
ble of  inakiug  reports  of  their  own  exhi- 
bitions ?  Such  a  thing  cannot  happen  in  the 
profession  to  which  1  belong,  but  it  has  an 
example  in  the  medical  profession." 


We  may  observe  here,  that  before  any 
conclusions  can  he  fairly  drawn  as  to  the 
degree  of  animadversion  to  which  the  per- 
sons styling  themselves  the  heads  of  the 
medical  profession  ought  to  be  subjected, 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  public  are 


enabled  to  judge  of  tl 


cord,  in  which  a  lawyer,  who  has  distin- 
guished himself  in  his  profession,  has  seen 
a  son  or  relative  acquire  honours  in  the 
same  career  ;  a  proof  of  the  condition  upon 
which  alone  honours  in  that  profession  are 
to  be  obtained.  But  what  is  the  case  in  the 
medical  profession  ?  In  two  of  our  principal 
charitable  institutions  for  the  relief  of  the 
sick,  we  find  a  single  individual  openly 
avowing,  that  the  official  situations  are  all 
held  by  himself  and  his  immediate  con- 
nexions. We  find  Sir  Astlby  Cooper,  and 
his  nephew  Tyrrell,  and  his  nephew  Key, 
and  his  nephew  Bransby,  and  his  godson 
Green,  and  his  apprentice  Morgan,  and 
his  apprentice  Tra vers,  all  flourishing  upon 
the  same  stalk  at  Guy's  and  St.  Thomas's 


ie  HDiu lies  o 


entle-  Hospitals !    Under  such  a  system  as  this, 


men  practising  at  the  bar,  it  must  first  be 
seen  whether  there  is  any  thing  parallel  in 
the  state  of  the  two  professions.  What,  if 
Sir  James  Scarlett  were  able  to  procure 
silk  gowns  for  half  a  score  of  his  nephews 
and  immediate  connexions,  wonld  not  such 
a  fact  of  itself  raise  a  strong  presumption, 
that  there  was  something  radically  corrupt 
in  the  system  under  which  the  honours  of  the 
legal  profession  were  distributed?  Whoever 
heard  of  a  family  circle  of  King's  counsel, 
or  what  power  has  even  the  highest  law 
oflScer  of  the  Crown  to  confer  pre-eminent 
legal  station  upon  his  relatives  and  con- 
nexions ?  Sir  James  Scarlett  could  hard- 
ly have  fallen  upon  a  more  forcible  illustra- 
tion of  the  difference  between  a  ptofession 
in  which  the  sole  claim  to  distinction  is  su- 
perior ability,  and  a  profession  where  of- 
ficial station  is  procured  by  family  influence 
and  corruption,  than  that  which  he  unwit- 
tingly employed  in  behalf  of  his  client,  Mr. 


is  it  surprising  that  medical  science  should 
bo  at  a  lower  ebb  in  this  country,  than  in 
any  other  country  in  Europe?  Under  such 
a  system  as  this,  is  it  surprising  that  the 
degradation  to  which  the  medical  profession 
has  so  long  submitted  in  this  country,  should 
have  influenced  the  estimate  which  men  of 
science  on  the  Continent  are  disposed  to 
make  of  the  character  and  pretensions  of  En- 
glish medical  practitioners  ?  Of  what  mate- 
rials, it  is  natural  for  the  uninitiated  to  ask, 
must  that  profession  be  composed,  of  which 
nephew  Tyrrell,  and  nephew  Key,  and 
nephew  Bransby,  are  the  heads  ?  The 
system  speaks  for  itself;  and  Sir  James 
Scarlett,  one  would  think,  must  have 
chuckled  internally  at  the  grossness  of  the 
sophistry  by  which  a  jury  of  merchants 
could  be  persuaded,  that  there  was  the 
srn idlest  analogy  between  the  means  by 
which  honours  are  obtained  in  the  profes- 
sion of  the  law,  and  those  by  which  ntmyt 
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and  noodles  are  smuggled  into  office  in 
the  medical  profession.  There  are  other 
reasons,  perhaps,  which  may  account  for  tbe 
good  understanding  which  subsists  among 
lawyers,  besides  that  which  is  founded  upon 
the  result  of  free  and  open  competition. 
Next  to  the  odium  theologieum,  the  wrangling 
among  members  of  the  medical  profession 
has  been  immemorially  noted  for  its  acri- 
mony ;  but  lawyers  hare  been  likened  to 
Swiss  mercenaries,  who  get  too  much  by  the 
quarrels  of  other  parties,  to  lose  time  and 
money  by  engaging  in  quarrels  among 
themselves. 

The  Galenist  and  Paracelsian 
Condemn  the  way  each  other  deals  in ; 
Anatomists  dissect  and  mangle, 
To  cut  themselves  out  work  to  wrangle ; 
But  lawyers  are  too  wise  a  nation 
T'expose  their  trade  to  disputation. 
They  have  no  interest  in  the  cause, 
For  "which  t'  engage, and  urge  the  laws, 
Nor  further  prospect  than  their  pay, 
Whether  they  lose  or  win  the  day. 

This,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  rather  a 
vulgar,  common-place  view  of  a  profession, 
the  members  of  which,  as  Sir  James  Scar- 
lett has  assured  us,  are  honourably  dis- 
tinguished from  commercial  "hirelings," 
who  are  sordid  enough  to  receive  money  in 
exchange  for  their  labour ;  it  is,  however, 
the  view  of  a  poet,  and  of  a  poet  whose 
wit,  and  fancy,  and  unrivalled  power  of 
making  human  learning  subservient  to  the 
illustration  of  human  folly,  will  excite  ad- 
miration, when  even  Sir  James  Scarlett, 
and  his  Poor  Bill,  shall  be  utterly  for- 
gotten. 

Among  the  hospital  surgeons  there  is  one 
singularly-gifted  individual,  who,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  display  of  intellectual  power 
which  he  made  when  he  delivered  the  cele- 
brated Oyxterian  Oration,  would  derive  but 
little  benefit  from  the  privilege  of  reporting 
his  own  cases.  This  eminent  person  has 
threatened,  it  seems,  to  withdraw  his  coun- 
tenance from  the  profession,  if  its  members 
should  continue  to  manifest  that  horrid  pre- 
dilection for  Thb  Lancet,  which  the  en- 


lightened orator  indignantly  denounce*  as 
one  of  the  most  awful  signs  of  the  times. 
Sir  Anthony  Carlisle  complains  thatjie 
has  not  received  that  treatment  at  our  hands 
to  which  his  age,  his  knighthood,  and  his 
oratorical  acquirements,  fairly  entitle  him  ; 
and  we  are  free  to  confess,  that,  quoad  orator, 
we  humbly  conceive  Sir  Anthony  to  be 
the  most  unmitigated  ass  that  ever  disgraced 
the  character,  and  exhausted  the  patience  of 
the  profession.    Estimating  his  intellectual 
size  by  the  Oysterian  Oration,  we  know  Of 
nothing  low  enough  in  the  animal  or  vege- 
table kingdoms  which  we  should  not  dis- 
parage by  likening  to  tbe  capabilities  of  Sir 
Anthony  :  judging  of  him  by  the  Oysterian 
Oration,  we  should  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  he  stands  confessed  the  Theli- 
tes, the  jack-pudding,  the  wooden  spoon, 
the  boots,  of  the  medical  profession.  This  is 
our  honest  opinion  of  the  sayings  of  Sir 
Anthony;  but  as  to  his  doings,  we  will 
pledge  ourselves  that  on  the  few  occasions 
on  which  it  has  been  necessary  to  notice  them, 
(for  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  he  visits  but 
twice  a  week  the  hospital  of  which  he  is 
one  of  the  appointed  surgeons,)  these  have 
been  faithfully  recorded  in  the  pages  of  this 
Journal.    He  has  not  ventured  to  point  out 
any  inaccuracy  in  our  reports  from  the 
Westminster  Hospital,  and  until  he  does 
so,  we  shall  not  notice  the  impotent  twaddle 
which  fell  from  him,  on  a  late  occasion, 
further  than  by  observing,  that  he  is  the  last 
person  in  the  world  who  has  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  the  licentiousness  of  the  press, 
seeing  that  he  has  had  the  indecency  to 
propose  that  obstetric  practice  throughout 
the  kingdom  should  be  transferred  to  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  medical  men  ;  and 
the  baseness,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  to  sow 
the  seeds  of  domestic  misery,  and  to  ruin 
the  peace  of  families,  by  insinuating  that 
accoucheurs  were  in  the  constant  habit  of 
committing  the  foulest  and  most  atrocious 
violations  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  them. 
With  respect  to  an  observation  which  is 
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reported  to  hare  been  made  by  Mr.GuTuniF., 
at  the  Westminster  Hospital,  wo  bare  but 
one  word  to  add.    That  gentleman,  in  al- 


was  the  first  person  who  had  given  it  any 
serious  attention,  and  he,  iu  speaking  of 
pleurisy,  had  laid  it  down  as  a  rule,  that  bufly 
blood  was  materially  couoected  with  disease. 


luding  to  a  case  of  strangulated  hernia,  iu  He  first^oticed  the  fact  of  one  cup  of  blood 

which  he  had  the  misfortune  to  burst,  or  I  sbowil,K  bufiiuess  and  another  not.    Then  a 
....  i  new  school  arose,  in  which  every  thing  was 

cut,  the  patients  intestine,  la  endeavour- j  huffy  blood  ;  and  the  disciples  of  this,  bo 
ing    to  return   the   gut   into   tlic   abdo-  overloaded  the  doctrine  with  its  importance, 

•  ,  ,        ,  .    that  at  length  it  eot  into  disrepute.  More 

men,  seems  t>  think   it  essential  to  his  ,„  ,      .   c    i    f  V     i  .i     '  7-  . 

modern  times  hud  reduced  the  subject  with- 

reputatiou  to  state,  that  he  expressed  his  j  in  more  resonabie  limits,  and  called  uttention 

fears,  at  the  time  of  the  operation,  li.at  ' more  to  tl,e  pathology  of  huffy  blood  ;  still 
,  ,  ,  , ,  .  ,  the  doc  trines  were  so  various,  that  they  per- 

"    ■  ■  '        '..'-;t  ■■  ■  ■■■■      '  Simpson, 


petually  contradicted  each  other, 
in  his  De  re  medica,  asserted  that  huffy  blood 
was  owing  to  the  blood  being  stagnated  in 
its  motion.    He  noticed  that  when  a  ligature 


the  force  necessary  to  restore  it  into  the 
abdomen."    The  substantial   question  is, 

whether  so  much  violence  ought  to  have  j  was  put  on  a  veiu,  and  the  patient  was  bled 
been  used,  and  not  whether  Mr.  GuTimiE 
correctly  foretold  the  consequences  of  that 
violence.  There  are  no  prophets  more 
dangerous  than  those  who  have  the  power 
of  fulfilling  their  own  vaticinations. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
February  28,  185.".>. 

Dr.  A.  T.  Thomson,  in  the  Chair. 

itf ffikkss  or  blood — new  tiieoiiy. 

Dr.  CiiiEcoity  introduced  to  the  Society 
the  subject  which  had  been  so  often  postpon- 
ed. It  was  one  which  he  considered  worthy 
their  attention, and  related  to  the  well-known 
appearance  of  buffiuess  in  blood.  Of  all  the 
important  topics  connected  with  medicine, 
there  was  not  one,  perhaps,  on  which  the 
minds  of  medical  men  wete  less  clear  ;  it 
came  daily  under  their  notice,  and  yet  no 
ideas  could  be  more  indistinct  than  those  they 
entertained  on  the  subject  ;  their  reasoning 
was  loose,  and  their  speculations  were  vague, 
and  it  certaiuly  deserved  a  better  considera- 
tion than  had  yet  been  given  it.  llebberdine, 
in  had  gone  so  far  as  to  ask  whether 

burly  blood  wa.<  a  phenomenon  of  sufficient 
importance  to  excite  the  attention  at  all  ?  in 
other  words,  he  had  naked, whether  stzy  blood 
outfit  to  be  considered  the  index  of  the  state 
of  the  body  ?  and  to  t!iis  day  there  were  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  on  the.  question,  some 
answering  it  in  the  affirmative,  and  sjme  in 
the  negative,  lie  would  take  a  short  review 
of  the  opinions  which  had  from  time  to  time 
existed  on  the  subject,  and  which  perpetually 
vontiadicted  each  other.  The  ancients  ln.il 
devoted  but  little  attention  to  it :  Sydenham 


from  that  vein,  the  blood  became  buft'y  ;  from 
this  fact  he  deduced  that  all  buffy  blood  was 
the  effect  of  stagnation.  But  there  were 
other  philosophers  who  denied  this  alto- 
gether, and  said  that  buffiuess  was  the  result 
of  a  great  ropidity  in  the  circulation.  Next 
there  spread  a  notion  that  buffiness  was  ow- 
ing to  the  blood  having  become  too  glutin- 
ous ;  and  theu  Hewson  rose  up  and  said  that  it 
was  because  tho  blood  was  too  limpid.  This 
was  now  the  more  general  opinion ;  but  there 
were  some  who  said,  that  buffiness  was  ow- 
ing to  too  much  fibrin,  which  a  third  party 
wholly  contradicted  ;  and  thus  tho  medical 
world  had  gone  on  from  period  to  period, 
contradicting  and  opposing  each  other,  and 
involving  the  question  in  obscurity.  Here 
were  six  theories  on  the  subject,  but  not  one 
of  them  near  the  truth.  Iu  fact,  the  pheno- 
menon was  to  be  contemplated  in  a  very 
different  view  to  what  had  yet  been  taken 
of  it,  and  it  was  his  (Dr.  Gregory's)  opinion 
that  we  must  examine  it  as  connected  with 
its  circulation.  People  look  at  bufly  blood 
when  it  has  been  drawn,  and  form  their  con- 
jectures and  theories  upon  it  accordingly, 
considering  that  the  buffiness  results  from 
the  abstraction  of  the  blood  ;  but  be  contend- 
ed that  the  only  proper  light  in  which  to  ex- 
amine it  was,  what  were  its  state  and  effects 
while  circulating  in  the  system.  It  was  a 
remark  of  old  authors,  that  the  blood  in  the 
spring  had  a  greater  tendency  to  buffiness, 
thau  at  any  other  period  of  the  year.  Mow 
he  did  not  believe  this.  His  opinion  was, 
that  huffy  blood  could  not  circulate  in  the 
body  without  inevitably  producing  disease  ; 
but  disease  did  not  always  exist  at  that 
period  iu  which  it  was  alleged  that  buffiness 
was  most  prevalent.  He  should  now  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Society  to  his  views  of 
tin!  subject  ;  the  basis  of  these  was,  that 
huffy  blood  was  the  cause  of  disease.  Bully 
blood  differed  iu  its  kind  ;  it  varied  in  in- 
tensity ;  sometimes  it  had  very  little  inten- 
sity j  at  i-thcra  it  was  highly  iutense.  Jio 
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bad  seen  it  in  all  its  degrees,  and  it  was  from 

personal  experience  that  he  had  drawn  his 
conclusions.  His  observations  had  been 
chiefly  made  at  the   Small-Pox  Hospital 


taken,  was  deeply  buffy.  Here  the  blood 
had  gone  to  the  arteries,  and  produced  its 
effects,  but  not  to  the  brain.  We  ofter 
talked  of  diminished  action,  and  increased 


Now  it  was  commonly  said,  that  huffy  blood  action,  and  spasm,  in  the  system.    For  his 


w  as  the  result  of  inflammation.  But  if  buffi- 
ness depended  on  an  increased  action  of  the 
system,  how  was  it  that  the  blood  was  not 
always  buffy  in  small-pox.  During  the 
height  of  pustulation.and  when  the  inflamma- 
tory action  was  greatest  in  that  disorder,  there 
was  no  business;  but  there  came  a  period 
afterwards,  when  it  was  most  promiueut, 
and  that  too  when  the  inflammatory  action 
had  really  subsided  ;  and  it  was  curious  to 
see  how  decided  a  change  in  the  blood  oc- 
curred from  that  very  moment.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  say  in  what  that  change  actually 
consisted.  He  could  tell  well  enough  when 
it  was  buffy,  but  he  could  not  tell  why  it  was 
so.  One  of  the  first  things,  however,  which 
might  be  noticed  as  the  result  of  this  change, 
was  the  occurrence  of  purulent  ophthalmia, 
of  inflammation  of  a  purulent  character  about 
the  eyes;  the  moment  the  blood  became 
buffy,  that  moment  the  eyes  became  affected ; 
the  total  disorganisation  of  the  eye  first  com- 
menced, and  then  the  brain  became  disturb- 
ed, the  buffy  blood  began  to  circulate  through 
the  brain,  and  when  it  was  most  buffy,  life 
broke  down  ;  the  brain  would  not  bear  it. 
When  the  brain,  after  these  attacks,  was 
examined,  there  were  no  appearances  to 
account  for  death,  but  those  of  the  existence 
of  buffy  blood  in  it.  Now  the  theory  which 
he  held  on  this  subject  had  been  forced 
upon  his  mind ;  so  prominent  were  the 
facts  connected  with  it,  that  he  could  only 
draw  one  general  conclusion  from  them — 
that  buffiuess  waa  the  cause  of  disease 
and  of  death.  Other  facts  he  had  no 
ticed  especially,  were  those  of  the  stste 
of  the  blood  in  rheumatism,  and  they  all 
tended  to  er.  .blish  the  same  principle.  He 
was  convinced  that,  in  chronic  rheumatism, 
the  blood  was  as  buffy  as  in  acute  rheuma- 
tism ;  and  if  the  opinions  he  held  were 
correct,  this  ought  to  be  the  case  ;  and  so 
it  was.  He  had  heard  people  talk  of  me- 
tastasis  in  acute  rheumatism.  Now  he 
asserted  that  this  never  took  place  until  the 
blood  became  buffy  ;  bat  the  moment  it  did 
so,  metastasis  occurred.  The  buffy  blood 
penetrated  the  heart,  and  it  immediately 
brought  on  pericarditis  and  rheumatism  of 
the  heart,  then  it  was  that  inflammatory 
action  commenced.    He  had  been  lately 


(Dr.  Gregory's)  part,  he  could  not  admit 
any  of  them  to  account  for  disease.  He 
knew  of  nothing  which  could  account  for 
the  symptoms  which  appeared  but  the  buffi* 
ness  of  the  blood,  and  it  was  upon  this  that 
his  views  of  disease  rested.  He  should  next 
say  a  few  words  on  the  subject  of  its  cure , 
he  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  wanted  a 
medicine  which  would  alter  the  buffiness  of 
the  blood,  and  if  this  could  be  obtained,  a 
most  important  point  would  be  gained. 
There  was  nothing  for  the  cure  of  buffy 
blood— that  is,  for  the  cure  of  disease — but 
the  means  of  totally  eradicating  the  buffy 
blood  from  the  system,  or  the  buffiness  from 
the  blood.  When  the  lost  drop  of  this 
could  be  drawn  away,  then  the  patieut 
would  be  well,  and  only  then.  He  believed 
that  colchicum,  nitre,  and  such  other  medi- 
cines, were  the  most  complete  for  this  pur- 
pose, in  cases  of  rheumatism,  that  had  yet 
been  obtained,  but  they  were  not  fully  effec- 
tual. There  was  wanted  some  other  medi- 
cine, and  he  should  now  be  glad  to  hear  the 
opinions  of  such  members  as  were  willing  to 
discuss  the  subject. 

A  Member,  whose  name  we  could  not 
learn,  observed  that  Dr.  Gregory  had 
omitted  to  take  into  account  one  cause  of 
buffiness  in  blood  in  drawing  his  conclu- 
sions, and  that  was,  that  buffiness  was  gene- 
rally produced  by  increased  heat  of  the 
body',  whether  disease  was  present  or  not ; 
a  man,  who  had  run  with  sufficient  violence 
to  heat  himself,  would  always  exhibit  buffy 
blood.  He  should  like  to  have  Dr.  Gregory's 
remarks  on  this  fact. 

Mr.  Bennett  would  not  follow  Dr.  Gre- 
gory through  all  bis  arguments,  but  content 
himself  with  objecting  to  the  new  theory, 
that  if  we  allowed  ourselves  to  use  our 
senses,  instead  of  our  imagination,  we 
should  find,  that  the  attempt  to  discover  any 
really  important  difference  between  butiy 
and  healthy  blood,  was  almost  unavailable* 
There  was,  in  fact,  no  physical  difference 
between  them.  The  only  real  distinctiou 
was  a  difference  in  the  ied  colour  of  their 
globules.  He  thought  there  were  far  too 
many  terms  used  in  speaking  of  the  blood. 
Coagulable  blood  had  only  lost  the  red  coats 
from  its  globules ;  in  other  respects,  I  lie  blrod 


attending  a  case  of  acute  rheumatism,  in  was  just  the  same  thing.    How  could  buffy 

which  the  buffiness  had  been  carried  to_ the  blood  be  the  cause  of  disease,  if  it  often 

highest  grade  of  intensity  he  had  ever  seen,  existed  in  rude  health,  as  it  did  in  pregnant 

Now  buffy  blood  hod  been  asserted  to  exist  women.  In  cases  of  ligatures,  the  blood  was 

almost  always  in  the  venous  system,  and  buffy,  and. yet  there  was  no  disease.   If  Dr. 

very  seldom  in  the  arteries  ;  but  this  case  Gregory  was  accustomed  to  resd  The  Lan- 

(it  occurred  in  Wardour  Street)  was  an  ex-  cet,  and  he  (Mr.  Bennett)  could  not  say 

ception,  and  every  cup  which  had  been  Dr.  Gregory  was  not,  he  would  have  found 
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some  time  since  to  account  of  some  expe- 
riments by  Mr.  Vines  upon  animals,  exhi- 
biting buffy  blond,  very  strongly  opposed  to 
his  t|ier>ry.  He  agreed  with  him,  that  if 
the  globules  of  blood  had  not  got  their  rod 
coats,  that  the  blood  would  not  support  life, 
and  that  if  it  was  sent  to  the  brain  it  would 
affect  it,  as  in  the  case  of  black  blood.  This 
time  twelve  months,  be  had  brought  forward 
a  paper  on  the  subject  of  inflammation,  in 
which  ho  had  stated,  that  in  the  first  stages 
of  inflammation,  mere  serum  was  effused, 
and,  finally,  that  the  whole  blood  was  ef- 
fused ;  and  these  facts  were  decidedly  op- 
posed to  the  pieseut  views  of  Dr.  Gregory. 

Mr.  Tuomson  inquired  of  Mr.  Bennett, 
whether  he  considered  that  blood  lost  its 
redness  (the  salt  of  iron)  before  bleeding  or 
afterward*;  he  thought  himself  it  lost  it 
afterwards,  and  that  this  difference  had  no 
effect  on  the  circulation. 

Dr.  Ghanville  expressed  himself  deeply 
disappointed  at  the  result  of  Dr.  Gregory's 
communication.  This  was  the  thud  eveu- 
ing  he  (Dr.  Granville)  had  come,  urged  by 
his  great  desire  to  hear  what  it  was  Dr. 
Gregory  had  to  lay  beiore  them  ;  night  after 
night  he  had  attended  with  the  greatest  im- 
patience, but  now  he  thought  the  Society 
might  have  been  thankful  to  Dr  Gregory, 
if  lie  had  told  them  once  more,  that  he  was 
married,  and  could  not  come.  The  question, 
however,  was  now  fairly  before  them.  Dr. 
Gregory  was  a  man  of  great  tale ut  and  pre- 
eminent ability,  but  he  had  expected  much 
more  from  him  than  Dr.  Gregory  had  give  n 
them  that  night.  He  particularly  consi- 
dered that  he  was  deficient  in  his  remarks 
on  the  physical  stale  of  the  blood.  He  had 
passed  this  over  in  the  most  superficial  man- 
ner. He  ought  to  have  given  the  Society 
his  opinions  of  what  buffy  blood  consisted, 
and  its  effects  in  the  circulation — the  mode 
in  which  it  produced  disease.  He  should 
have  shown  what  was  the  texture  and  con- 
dition of  the  blood,  whether  the  blood  was 
or  not  a  living  fluid.  These  were  the  really 
important  questions  to  found  a  theory  upon  ; 
and  he  considered,  that  Dr.  Gregory's  views 
being  thus  deficient,  were  not  eutitled  to 
any  attention.  Dr.  Granville  having  then 
disposed  of  one  or  two  "episodes"  in  his 
speech,  impeaching  the  opinions  of  Mr. 
Benuett,  returned  to  Dr.  Gregory,  and  dis- 
puted the  "  practical  "  portion  of  Dr.  Gre- 
gory's opinions.  It  was  true,  that  where 
buffy  blood  was  present,  there  was,  gene- 
rally, disease  ;  but  he  should  hesitate  before 
he  yielded  his  credence  to  the  theory,  that 
it  arose  from  the  burliness  ;  and  the  more  so, 
because  bis  experience  went  to  prove,  that 
no  such  thing  as  buffy  blood  did  circulate  in 
the  vessels  of  the  body.  The  business  did 
not  exist  until  otter  it  was  extracted.  Had 
Dr.  Gregory  forgotten,  that  in  bleeding,  the 


bumness  was  often  got  rid  of  in  the  third 
cup,  and  yet  that  it  often  reappeared.  It 
often  happened,  also,  that  a  first  cup  would 
be  buffy,  a  second  not,  a  third  buffy,  and  a 
fourth  not.  How  could  he  explain  this  1 
Yet  that  this  was  the  fact,  he  would  appeal 
to  the  merest  tyro  that  ever  wielded  a  lau- 
cet.  Dr.  Davy  had  witnessed,  over  and 
over  again,  on  bleeding  soldiers,  that  in  seven 
or  eight  vessels  some  would  be  buffy,  and 
others  not  at  all  so,  although  the  diet,  tern, 
perature,  quietness,  and  every  thing  else, 
were  alike.  The  opinions  of  Dr.  Gregory 
as  to  its  penetration  of  the  heart  and  brain, 
and  producing  such  knocking- down  effects 
on  the  patient,  were  equally  groundless. 
But,  finally,  if  any  proof  were  wantiug  that 
Dr.  Gregory  had  not  fully  considered  the 
subject,  although  he  had  taken  all  ibis  la- 
titude of  time  for  it,  it  was  to  be  found 
in  the  opinions  lie  had  advanced  as  to 
the  cure.  If  *'  eradication"  was  the  cure, 
and  a  third  cup  was  free  from  it,  the 
disease  ought  to  cease ;  then  why  did  the 
buffiness  sometimes  appear  again?  (Hear.) 
In  short  he  (Dr.  Granville)  considered  the 
communication  of  Dr.  Gregory  full  of  over- 
sights and  errors,  and  he  trusted  he  would 
reconsider  his  views  on  the  subject. 

Dr.  Copland  made  some  remarks  on 
the  nature  and  size  of  the  globules  of  blood, 
which  he  considered  as  very  various.  He 
thought  the  blood  partook  of  the  vitality  of 
the  whole  system  ;  that  the  appearance  of 
the  blood  was  an  index  to  the  state  of  the 
system.  There  was  no  circulation  of  buffy 
blood  in  the  vessels.  Inflammation  often 
existed  without  buffy  blood,  and  often  with 
it.  In  cases  of  febrile  action,  we  seldom 
fouud  buffiuess  in  the  blood  prominent,  but 
as  soon  as  inflammation  attacked  the  serous 
and  fibrous  structures,  then  it  became  buffy. 
As  to  the  cure,  he  thought  that  instead  of 
attempting  to  abstract  the  buffy  blood,  mo- 
derate bleeding,  with  large  doses  of  de- 
pressing medicine,  by  diminishing  the  ex- 
citement of  the  vascular  system,  would  gain 
the  proposed  end  more  rapidly.  Upon  the 
whole  be  thought  that  Dr.  Gregory  had 
brought  forward  his  theory,  more  to  show 
his  ingenuity  than  any  thing  else. 

Dr.  Johnstone  hoped  that  though  six 
systems  had  fallen  to  the  ground,  the  seventh 
would  be  erected  more  firmly.  Dr.  Gre- 
gory had  said  he  could  distinguish  by  the 
symptoms  of  a  patient  when  the  blood  was 
buffy.  If  he  could  really  do  this,  he  bad 
made  a  roost  important  discovery.  The  blood 
was  generally  buffy  in  pregnant  women  ; 
now  he  thought  it  fair  to  expect  that  when- 
ever a  lady  was  pregnant,  Dr.  Gregory 
could  discover  it  by  the  blood,  and  this  was 
a  highly  important  thing.  The  real  ques- 
tion, however,  must  be,  is  buffy  blood  the 
effect  or  cause  of  disease  1    Dr.  Gregory 
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said  it  was  the  cause  ;  Dr.  Copland,  that  it 
was  the  effect.  Mow,  Dr.  Gregory  had  in- 
stanced small-pox  in  proof  of  his  views, 
and  had  said  that  it  was  a  pure  and 
beautiful  instance  of  inflammatory  dis- 
ease. But  he  (Dr.  Johnstone)  asserted 
that  it  was  not.  In  fevers,  there  was  great 
excitement  of  the  head,  lungs,  6ic.  and 
yet  the  blood  hud  no  appearance  of  in- 
flammation. The  arguments,  therefore, 
drawn  from  small-pox  cafes  were  not  good 
ones.  He  altogether  disputed  his  conclu- 
sions drawn  from  the  inflammation  of  the 
eye,  and  lie  considered  also  that  the  buf- 
finess of  alternate  cups  of  blood  in  chro- 
nic and  acute  rheumatism,  was  not  ac- 
counted for  by  this  seventh  theory.  Facts, 
too,  were  opposed  to  the  total  abstraction 
of  huffy  blood  curing  disease.  Rheu- 
matism was  to  be  cured  better  without 
blood-letting  than  with.  Where  then  went 
Dr.  Gregory's  theory.  And  as  to  the  sud- 
den penetration  of  the  heart  and  brain  by 
buffy  blood,  producing  death  or  near  it,  he 
was  astonished  at  the  argument.  The  truth 
was,  thr.t  the  blood  must  circulate  through 
these  equally  alike  at  all  periods  of  disease, 
and  there  were  not  the  least  grounds  for  the 
new  opinions  on  the  subject. 

Dr.  Gregohy  stated,  that  he  had  intro- 
duced the  subject  mere  ly  to  hare  the  opi- 
nions of  the  Society  ;  but  he  saw  now  that 
this  was  out  of  the  question,  for,  according 
to  the  four  gentlemen  who  had  spoken,  buffy 
blood  actually  did  not  circulate  in  the  system 
at  all.  Now,  if  he  knew  any  thing  whatever 
of  physic — if  he  knew  one  fact  better  than 
another — it  was  this,  that  the  blood  was  dif- 
ferent at  different  periods  in  the  body,  and 
that  buffiness  was  one.  of  its  states.  There 
were  inflammatory  conditions,  in  which  no 
earthly  power  could  obtain  buffy  blood ;  and 
there  were  other  states,  in  which  come  it 
would,  trickling -down  the  arm,  and  nothing 
could  p raven t  it.  Dr.  Gregory  then  reca- 
pitulated his  opinions,  and  would  not  admit 
that  they  had  been  refuted. 

A  discussion  arose  as  to  the  buffiness  of 
blood  in  pregnant  women,  the  facts  connect- 
ed with  which  were,  in  a  long  argument, 
brought,  by  the  speakers,  to  bear  against  the 
theory  of  Dr.  Gregory.  It  was  considered 
that  the  buffiness  never  arose  out  of  mere 
pregnancy,  but  from  some  specific  derange- 
ment connected  with  it. 

Dr.  Stewart  iuquired  if  Dr.  Gregory 
considered  that  buffy  blood  was,  under  any 
circumstances,  a  pathognomonic  sign  ofin- 
flammation  ;  another  member  asked  if  its 
appearance  ought  to  rpgulate  the  treatment 
of  disease,  and  whether  the  pulse  was  not 
a  better  guide. 

A  Member  again  referred  to  the  fact  of 
violent  exercise  producing  buffiness  without 
disease  j  and  stated,  that  when  a  man  sud- 


denly fell  and  injured  himself,  the  blood,  on 
being  drawn,  was  not  buffy. 

Mr.  Sam  well  said,  that  horses,  on  being 
bled  after  exercise,  always  gave  buffy 
blood  j  that  when  they  had  been  some  time 
quiet,  it  disappeared. 

After  a  second  discussion  as  to  the  size 
of  the  red  and  white  globules  of  blood, 

Mr.  North  expressed  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  Dr.  Gregory's  theory  could  not  sur- 
mount the  fact,  that  pregnant  women,  who 
were  in  perfect  health,  often  yielded  buffy 
blood. 

Dr.  Granville  having  taken  an  oppor- 
tunity to  state,  that  he  had  delivered,  or 
superintended  the  delivery,  of  more  than 
26,000,  women.  (A  general  laugh.)  Dr. 
Johnstone  having  stated,  that  if  his  memory 
did  not  fail  him,  he  hud  seen  an  artery 
yield  buffy  blood — and  the  Chairman  hav- 
ing asked  Dr.  Gregory  if,  in  all  inflamma- 
tory disease,  there  was  not  a  disposition  to 
form  new  parts ;  and  having  hinted  that 
buffy  blood  was  more  or  less,  according  to 
its  intensity,  connected  with  the  formative 
process,  which  hint  Dr.  Gregory  considered 
an  ingenious  one — these  things  having  pass- 
ed, the  meeting  separated,  with  a  hope  from 
the  Chair,  that  the  subject  would  not  be 
allowed  to  sink  iuto  oblivion,  without  fur- 
ther discussion  on  another  evening. 

A  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords,  on  the 
subject  of  anatomy,  laid  on  the  table. 
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Dr.  Shearman  in  the  Chair. 

STATE  OF  THE  SOCIETY. — TREATMENT  OP 
SCARLATINA  BY  MERCURY.  EXTIRPA- 
TION OK  MALIGNANT  TUUOIRS  OF  TUB 
EYE.  THE    SOCIETY'S  ANNUAL  DINNER. 

At  this  Meeting  it  is  usual  to  make  a  dis- 
closure of  the  state  of  the  Society,  which  is 
generally  done  by  the  President.    On  the 
present  occasion,  the  ltegistrar  officiated. 
The  only  statement  worthy  of  notice,  respect- 
ed the  funds.    A  year  since,  the  balance  in 
hand  was  100/.  14s.  id. ;  since  that  period 
266/.  12j.  6c/.  have  been  received,  making 
in  the  whole  367/.  6s.  7d.  The  expenses  for 
the  past  year  have  been  399/.  and  a  fraction, 
leaving,  therefore,  the  Society  in  debt  to  the 
amount  of  3i.'/.    A  considerable  sura  had 
been  paid  to  the  ltegistrar  for  making  a 
catalogue  of  the  library,  which  was  com- 
plete, cad  ready  for  delivery.    120/.  had 
been  laid  out  in  the  repairs  of  the  house, 
which  were  the  principal  means  of  absorb- 
ing the  cash.   The  ltegistrar  had  no  doubt 
that  tho  Society  would  soon  wipe  off  its 
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amount  of  debt,  if  it  continued  as  prosperous 
as  it  had  hitherto  been. 

The  Registrar  read  the  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting. 

Mr.  Ash  well  and  Mr.  Sn  early  objected 
to  the  correctness  of  the  minutes  in  some 
points,  which  were  afterwards  corrected 
accordingly. 

Mr.  King  cox  wished  to  know  from  Dr. 
Raniadge,  if  he  recommended  the  use  cf  mer- 
cury, invariably,  in  scarlatina.  It  appeared 
to  him  that  enlargement  of  the  salivary 
glands  frequently  accompanied  scarlet  fever, 
and  tins  had  raised  n  doubt  in  his  mind,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  use  of  mercury. 

Dr.  Ramadoe  considered  the  affection  of 
the  salivary  glands  as  simply  sympathetic. 
.Enlargmeut  of  those  g fan ds  frequently  took 
place  also  in  dentition.  It  wa3  iu  the  early 
stages  of  scarlatina  tliat  he  recommended 
mercury. 

Mr.  King  don  was  happy  to  hear  this  ex- 
planation,because  he  had  known  cases  where 
the  salivary  glands  had  been  enlarged, 
where  they  had  gone  into  suppuration  under 
the  use  of  mercury,  had  be-u  benefited  by 
the  black  wash,  and  when  the  mercurial  ap- 
plication had  been  laid  aside,  had  got  better. 

Mr.  Gosset  read  (rather  unusual  among 
the  members  of  ibis  Society)  from  a  manu- 
script the  particulars  of  two  cases  of  what 
he  considered  malignant  tumours  of  tho  eye, 
which  he  had  extirpated.  The  first  patient 
was  forty-six  years  of  age.  After  the  eye 
had  been  extirpated,  he  had  used  a  piece  of 
sponge  wrapped  in  linen,  as  a  plug  in  the 
globe,  by  which  he  had  suppressed  the 
haemorrhage,  and  which  he  considered  much 
better  than  dossils  of  lint.  As  the  parts 
healed,  diseased  surfaces  presented  them- 
selves again,  which  were  subsequently 
removed.  A  third  lime  diseased  parts 
showed  themselves,  to  which  concentrated 
nitric  acid  was  applied,  but  the  disease  still 
went  on  until  the  patient  sunk.  On  exami- 
nation, it  was  found  that  the.  disease  ex- 
tended through  the  ethmoid  bone,  and  was 
only  separated  from  the  brain  by  the  dura 
mater.  There  was  a  calculus  found  in  the 
gall-bladder,  as  large  as  a  pullet's  egg, 
which,  with  thepurts  that  had  been  re- 
moved during  life,  were  exhibited  to  the 
Society.  The  liver  had  the  melar.cid  appear- 
ance. 

The  next  case  was  that  of  a  young  lady 
who  had  accidentally  received  a  blow  on 
the  check  and  cy»  ;  inflammation  followed; 
it  .subsided  ;  lufhimmntLm  came  on  again, 
and  afterwards  presented  everv  appearance 
of  what  Mr.  Wardvop  had  called  fungus 
melanoidcs.  In  extirpation,  it  wai  found  that 
the  retina  was  ossifie .1,  u  circumstance,  by 
no  means  common.  1  he  girl  had  recover- 
ed, and  became  perfectly  well. 

Mr.  TvnnELL  had  "seen  a  great  many 


cases  of  this  description,  and  was  much  in- 
clined to  doubt  the  malignity  of  the  tumour 
in  the  case  last  related.  He  was  also  ex- 
tremely averse  to  operations  of  this  kind* 
Taking  the  average  of  operations  for  malig- 
nant turn  >urs  of  the  eye,  it  would  be  found 
that  by  far  the  majority  of  cases  proved 
unsuccessful,  lie  strongly  recommended 
the  exhibition  of  mercury,  having  witnessed 
the  best  effects  to  result  from  it.  Scarcely 
in  any  case,  except  where  the  disfigurement 
was  very  great,  or  where  the  patient's  life 
was  subject  to  much  riik  by  htemorihage, 
would  he  recommend  the  removal  of  the 
morbid  parts.  Where  the  operation  was 
performed,  there  was  no  necessity  for  a 
compress,  either  of  sponge  and  linen,  or  any 
other  thing.  He  recollected  four  cases, 
two  in  which  Mr.  Green,  one  Mr.  Law- 
rence, and  one  he  himself,  bad  operated, 
where  simple  pressure  with  the  fiuger  for 
rive  or  ten  minutes  suppressed  the  bleeding, 
nor  did  it  ever  return  ;  besides,  a  plug  was 
greatly  calculated  to  produce  irritation,  and 
thereby  increase  the  chance  of  failure  in  tba 
operation. 

Mr.  Callaway  inquired  to  what  extent 
Mr.  Tyrrell  would  recommend  the  use  of 
mercury,  supposing  it  did  not  seem  to  re- 
press the  disease,  and  supposing  it  affected 
the  salivary  glands  ! 

Mr.  Ty  nit  km.  answered,  as  long  as  the 
constitution  of  the  patient  would  bear  it ; 
it  might  be  for  weeks,  months,  or  even  a 
year.  He  hsd  known  an  instance  where  a 
patient  had  been  kept  spitting  a  pint  and  a 
half  every  day  for  sixteen  weeks,  without 
the  constitution  afterwards  having  proved 
to  be  at  all  injured  by  the  mercury.  If 
the  disease  was  not  suppressed  at  all,  but 
seemed  to  proceed  under  the  exhibition  of 
mercury,  then,  alter  a  reasonable  lime,  he 
would  lay  it  aside  ;  but  he  should  regard  an 
operation  in  such  a  case  as  only  specula, 
live. 

Mr.  Callaway  agreed  with  Mr.  Gosset 
on  the  propriety  of  having  removed  the  tu- 
mour in  the  case  he  had  lust  related. 

Mr.  Asiiwell  bad  seen  three  cases  of 
this  kind  ;  in  one,  the  patient  had  been  kept 
under  the  influence  of  mercury  for  six 
weeks,  in  another  for  two  months,  and  in 
another  for  three  months.  The  disease  in 
all  proceeded.  After  a  short  period,  when 
the  mercury  was  supposed  to  bavo  been  got 
out  of  tba  constitutions,  operations  were 
performed,  and,  in  two  of  the  cases,  with 
complete  success. 

Dr.  Hamadgk  was  quite  astonished  to 
hoar  of  its  having  been  uetessory  to  keep  a 
patient  spitting  a  pint  and  a  half  a-day  for 
any  length  of  lime,  or  even  for  one  day.  He 
regarded  carrying  the  use  of  mercury  to  such 
an  extent  as  wholly  uncalled  for.  > 

The  rnEsiDj.sT  informed  tbo  Society, 
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that  as  their  Dinner  would  take  place  on 

Monday  next,  the  Society  would,  of  course, 
not  meet  that  evening,  except  in  the  Free- 
masons' Tavern,  wbeie  he  hoped  to  see  a 
very  powerful  muster. 


CIRCULATION  OF  THE  BLOOD  IN  THE  VEINS. 

To  the  Editor  0/  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — In  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Westminster  Medical  Society,  for  the 
7th  of  February,  No.  285,  Mr.  Bennett 
offered  some  opinions  relative  to  the  circu- 
lation of  the  blood  in  the  reins,  and  ap- 
peared to  think  them,  either  unnecessarily 
numerous  and  capacious,  or  that  they  per- 
formed some  other  function  distinct  from 
the  mere  passage  of  the  blood.  It  appeared 
also  that  the  generality  of  the  members  did 
not  agree  with  Mr.  Bennett's  ideas  on  the 
subject ;  at  the  same  time  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  satisfactory  reasons  were  advanced 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Bennett's  opinions  ; 
indeed  there  appeared  a  deal  of  obscurity 
concerning  the  increased  velocity  of  the 
blood  through  the  veins,  Ace.    If  the  fol- 


lowing observations  on  this  subject  may  be 
thought  not  unworthy  of  a  corner  in  Tin- 

Lancet,  I  shall  feel  highly  flattered  by!^  immediate' danger  be  remembered  chat 


a  vein,  and  introducing  a  tube,  the  blood 
will  flow  in  whatever  direction  you  choose  to 
direct  the  tube  ;  hence  the  use  of  valves  to 
prevent  the  blood  from  regurgitating.  It 
must,  therefore,  be  seen  that  there  exists  a 
great  difference  in  the  force  and  rapidity  of 
the  flow  of  blood  between  the  artery  and 
the  vein.  If  there  were  generally  but  one- 
vein  to  an  artery,  the  vein  would  be  unequal 
to  the  task  of  conveying  back  the  blood  as 
fast  as  the  artery  expelled  it ;  the  balance 
could  not  be  kept  up,  the  heart  would  have 
sent  forth  more  blood  thau  it  could  procure 
again  from  its  veins  ;  the  equilibrium  would 
be  destroyed.  But  we  see  that  from  the 
facility  afforded  to  the  return  of  the  blood, 
and  the  mechanical  contrivance  of  its  con* 
duits,  the  heart  is,  in  a  manner,  enabled  to 
regulate  its  admission.  Of  what  great  im- 
portance this  is  in  the  animal  economy,  fully 
appears  from  the  arrangement  of  the  vessels 
of  the  head  and  spine  ;  the  blood  is  sent  to 
the  head  by  means  of  the  vertebral  and  in- 
ternal carotid  arteries,  which  last  are  not 
permitted  to  enter  the  cranium  in  a  direct 
line,  but  are  obliged  to  take  an  exceedingly 
tortuous  course,  opposing  some  degree  of 
resistance  to  the  flow  of  blood  to  the  brain. 
But  what  is  provided  for  its  exit T  Large 
sinuses,  which,  communicating  with  the  in* 
ternal  jugular  veins,  afford  an  easy  and  im- 
mediate passage  to  the  blood.    In  flue,  let 


their  insertion.    It  may  be  said  that  I  have  woui<i  arise  from  an  obstruction  to  the  reflux 


not  offered  any  thing  new  in  these  obser 
vations ;  that  is  not  my  intention,  but 
merely  from  what  we  already  know  of  the 
circulation  of  the  blood,  and  its  mecha- 
nical contrivances,  with  the  effects  known 
to  arise  from  a  deraugement  of  any  of 
its  modes  of  action,  to  deduce  a  sufficient 
reason  against  Mr.  Bennett's  opinion,  and 
to  show  good  grounds  for  believing  that 
there  does  not  exist  a  greater  quantity  of 
veins  than  is  necessary  to  return  the  blood 
to  the  heart,  and  that  they  do  not  perform 
any  function  distinct  and  independent  of  it. 

1  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
Feb.  26,  1829.  A. 

It  must  be  recollected  that  the  artery  is  a 
highly  active  vessel,  provided  with  muscular 


of  the  blood  from  the  brain  and  spinal  cord, 
and  there  can  no  longer  appear  a  superfluity 
of  veins  for  the  mere  passage  of  the  blood. 


EftCOT  OP  RVB  IN  LINOEUING  LABOUR. 

To  (he  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Being  a  reader  of  your  invaluable 
Journal,  and  perusiug  your  reports  of  the 
late  discussion  at  the  London  Medical 
Society,on  the  effects  of  the  secale  cornutum, 
or  ergot  of  rye,  1  beg  leave  to  trouble  you 
with  a  case  in  which  I  made  use  of  the 
ergot.  I  was  culled  to  Mrs.  Hitton.  Chap* 
pel-street,  of  this  place,  who  had  been  in 
fibres,  and  consequently  possessing  great  |  labour  for  twenty-three  hours.   When  I 

arrived  I  found  a  debilitated  woman,  with 
lingering  or  ineffectual  pains;  upon  ex- 
amining per  vugiuatn,  I  found  the  liquor 
atnnii  disc  harged,  the  os  tinea?  dilated,  and 
well  lubricated,  the  presentation  natural. 
I  wailed  two  hours,  and  the  pains  stijl  being 
ineffectual,  1  determined  to  trv  the 


force  in  itself ;  the  fluid  in  the  artery  bus 
been  forcibly  expelled  from  the  heart,  on- 
ward to  its  destination,  and  this  expulsion  is 
kept  up  bv  the  contractile  power  of  the  mus- 
cular fibres  surrounding  the  artery.  Thevein, 
on  the  contrary,  is  an  entirely  passive  reser- 
voir, totally  unprovided  with  muscular  fibres, 

consequently  the  blood  flows  to  the  heart,  i  I  put  only  oue  scruple  into  four  ounces 


ergoi. 


partly  from  the  impulsive  power  given  to  it 
by  the  artery,  and  partly  from  its  equality 
•of  pressure  ;  for  by  making  an  opening  into 


of  water,  boiliHg  it  down  to  two;  of  this 
I  gave  her  one  half ;  ten  minutes  having 
elapaed,  and  the,  pains  still  weak, I  gave  her 
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the  remaining  portion;  strong  pains  came  on, 
and  in  twenty-five  minutes  both  child  and 
placenta  were  expelled.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  ergot,  she  would,  judging  from  cir- 
cumstances, have  been  hours  longer.  My 
opinion  is,  that  the  ergot  ou^ht  not  to  be 
Bed  if  the  os  uteri  be  not  dilated,  at  least 
to  the  size  of  balf-a-crown,  or  if  the  liquor 
amnii  be  not  discharged,  or  if  there  be  any 
preternatural  presentation,  or  if  the  pains 
be  totally  wanting. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Edmund  Tavl  r,  Surgeon, 

Middleton,  near  Manchester. 
Middleton,  Feb.  18,  1829. 


EXTRACTION  OF  TEETH. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — The  only  excuse  f  can  find  for  the 
positive,  and  illiberal  remaiks  of  your  cor- 
respondent, Mr.  J.  l)e  La  Fons,  respecting 
myself,  is,  that  he  only  read  a  short  para- 
graph or  two  of  my  paper  on  the  Extrac- 
tion of  Teeth.  The  large  forceps,  as  1  par- 
ticularly stated,  are  for  the  rerv  large  molar 
teeth  only,  the  small  one  being  generally 
used  for  teeth  of  all  kinds.  The  large  in- 
strument is  lengthened  in  the  jaws,  that  is, 
in  those  parts  extending  from  the  joint  to 
the  short  extremity,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  making  them  more  convenient  to  use, 
the  loss  of  power  being  compensated  by  the 
additional  thickness  of  it  in  the  fore  parts, 
which,  however,  adds  but  little  to  its  bulk 
or  length,  this  latter  being  precisely  the 
same  as  the  key  ;  so  that  the  "  ludicrous  ex- 
tent "  of  it  exists  only  in  the  imagination 
of  the  writer  himself,  who  seems  to  have 
mistaken  the  word  jaws  for  claws.  It  will 
be  evident,  upon  a  single  perusal  of  his  first 
paper,  and  a  glance  at  the  diagrams,  that 
my  opponent  did  not  confine  his  remarks  on 
the  use  of  the  key  to  the  molar  teeth ;  but 
now  his  arguments  are  disputed,  and  hi* 
conclusions  (not  facts)  doubted,  he  has  taken 
fresh  ground,  and  wishes  to  make  trial  on 
them  alone.  There  is  no  occasion,  but  1 
should  have  no  objection  to  meet  him  there, 
not,  certainly ,  r.s  ho  somewhere  sneeringly 
observes,  in  order  to  give  publicity  to  deroat 
oh  either  side,  but  for  the  laudable  purpose 
of  eliciting  truth. 

The  /olio wing  conclusions  I  believe  to  be 
found rd  on  fuels  :  — 

1.  That  in  19'cases  out  of  50.  in  which 
"  the  key  is  generally  used."  teeth  of  all 
kinds  can  be  safely  and  expeditiously  ex- 
tracted with  the  forcepa. 

2.  That  whether  teeth  are  first  loosened 
by  the  wrench  of  the  key,  or  by  the  lateral 


or  circular  motion  of  the  forceps,  tbey  most, 
in  the  after  part  of  the  operation,  to  be  ex- 
tracted without  injury  to  the  jaw  or  fangs, 
be  lifted  out  in  a  direction  perpendicular  to 
their  sockets. 

3.  That  the  forceps  is  the  safer  instru- 
ment of  the  two. 

4.  That  fewer  teeth  are  broken  with  it. 

b.  And,  above  all,  that  the  application  and 
use  of  it  are  much  leu  painful  than  those  of 
the  key. 

Iu  pi  oof  of  the  last  assertion,  I  have  the 
concurrent  and  valuable  testimony  of  many 
of  my  patients,  who,  having  submitted  to 
the  application  of  both  instruments,  would 
not  allow  the  key  to  be  used  afterwards, 
dreading,  as  they  truly  observed,  «♦  that 
horrible  wrench." 

Let  any  person  carefully  examine  the 
boasted  diagram,  and  place  in  a  similar  one, 
not  a  conical,  but  such  a  tooth  as  I  have  now 
before  me,  whose  fangs  are  half  an  inch  in 
length,  and  |  of  an  inch  in  breadth  from 
fang  to  fang,  the  diameter,  at  the  neck, 
being  no  more  than  J  of  an  inch,  when  lie  will 
have  ocular  demonstration,  that  to  be  ex- 
tracted skilfully,  it  must  be  raised  perpen- 
dicularly out  of  the  socket. 

Talk  of  "  sciolists,"  "  torturing,"  and 
i  "  caviller*,"  indeed  !    Let  Mr.  De  La  Fons, 
i  before  he  attempts  agaiu  to  teach  old  prac- 
titioners, pay  rome  deference  to  the  opi- 
nions of  those  who  are  not  so  ignorant  as 
he  supposes  them. 

Helving,  Sir,  on  your  usual  impartiality 
for  the  insertion  of  this,  I  beg  to  say,  that 
I  am  an  admirer  of  jour  public  spirit,  and 
Your  humble  servant, 

J.  Prowse. 

Bri&tol,  February  18,  1829. 


WEBB- STREET  SCHOOL  OP  ANATOMY. 

To  the  Editor  of  Tut  Lancet. 

Sir, — As  you  have  inserted  in  The  Lan- 
cet, of  the  11th  i:ist.,a  communication  from 
a  pupil  of  the  Webb-street  School,  falsely 
accusing  Mr.  Grainger  and  Mr.  Pilcher  of 
having  refused  gentlemen  admittance  to  the 
museum  which  they  have  lately  opened,  pro- 
fessedly for  the  benefit  and  accommodation 
of  their  pupils,  I  hope  you  will,  in  accordance 
with  your  usual  liberality  and  strict  impar- 
tiality, allow  an  early  insertion  to  a  few  obser- 
vations, in  refutation  of  a  charge  so  totally 
unfounded.  Immediately  I  perceived  the 
accusation  in  question,  1  called  upon  Mr. 
Grainger,  who  assured  me  that  it  was  alto- 
gether false,  and  that  he  had  offered  unlimit- 
ed permission  to  all  those  gentlemen  who 
would  apply  to  him  or  to  Mr.  Pilcher.  I  can 
most  positively  subscribe  to  the  accuracy  of 
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this  assertion,  as  I  bote  not  only  been  per- 
mitted to  visit  tlie  museum  myself,  but  hare 
generally  found  several  other  students  tliere 
'whenever  1  have  been  there.  It  may  at  first 
light  appear  strange,  that  any  individual 
should  presume  to  write  so  untrue  a  state- 
ment ;  but  I  think  the  general  expression  of 
your  correspondent's  letter,  and  u  brief  ex- 
posure of  some  few  individuals  who,  for  the 
cake  of  annoyauce,  have  wished  to  go  into 
the  museum  whilst  Mr.  Grainger  is  prepar- 
ing his  lectures,  will  convince  you,  and  your 
numerous  readers,  of  the  badness  of  the  feel- 
ing uuder  which  the  letter  was  penned.  To 
whom  your  correspondent  intended  to  apply 
the  epithets  "  high  and  mighty,"  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  conjecture  ;  if  he  wished  to  assert  a 
plain  fact,  why  not  write  in  a  plain  and  in- 
telligible language.  This  species  of  scrib- 
bling is  highly  characteristic  of  the  pusillan- 
imity of  its  author,  and  strikingly  expressive 
of  the  baseness  of  the  motive  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  cloak.  The  persons  alluded  to 
have,  of  late,  been  frequently  in  the  habit  of 
abusing  Mr.  A))  pie  ton,  in  the  most  ungentle- 
manly  manner,  and  even  conducting  them- 
selves, whilst  in  the  museum,  in  a  way  more 
becoming  children  than  gentlemen.  Should 
those  pupils  still  continue  to  disgrace  them- 
selves by  insulting  Mr.  Appleton,  and  injur- 
ing the  preparations  in  the  museum,  I  hope 
they  will  forbear  calumuiating  the  character 
of  Mr.  Grainger,  whose  conduct,  both  as  a 
man  and  a  teacher,  is  unimpeachable,  and  al- 
together undeserving  the  slander  of  so  con- 
temptible an  assailant  as  your  correspondent, 
A  Pupil."  Veritas. 


Sl'EnMATIC  ANIMALCULA. 


The  invention  of  the  microscope  is  a  sub- 
ject of  very  great  interest,  and  the  immense 
advantages  derived  from  its  use,  iuthe  dis- 
covery and  knowledge  of  minute  structures, 
are  so  important,  that  we  need  not  be  asto- 
nished to  find  several  countries  wishing  to 
attribute  the  glory  of  the  discovery  to  them- 
selves. 

Fontana,  a  native  of  Naples,  is  said  to  have 
been  the  iuventor,  about  16115 ;  but  Borelli.in 
his  Microscopical  Observations,  bestows  the 
honour  on  Zachary  Janseu,  of  Middleburg, 
in  Zealand,  who,  he  says,  first  made  it 
known  in  1590.  But  this  statement  of 
Boiellt's  is  suspicious,  as  he  was  anxious  to 
bestow  the  merit  on  that  city,  to  the  au- 
thorities of  which  he  had  dedicated  his, 
work  ;  besides  which,  he  gives  to  the  same 
.Tansen  the  honour  of  the  invention  of  tin 
telescope,  which,  however,  Jtan  Baptiste  a 
Porta  gave  an  account  of  in  the  year  1  j«9, 
in  a  work  entitled  '«  De  la  Magio  Nalu- 


relle."  Comiens  mentions  this  circum- 
stance, in  his  work  on  the  nature  and  pre- 
sage of  comets.  Hook,  of  the  Royal  Society, 
enjoyed  gteat  celebrity  for  the  manufacture 
of  microscopes,  during  the  17th  century. 
Of  course,  since  that  period,  great  improve- 
ments have  been  made  in  their  power  and 
construction. 

Both  Ilartsoeker  and  Leuwenhoek,  claim 
the  merit  of  having  first  noticed  ani- 
malcula  in  the  seminal  fluid,  but  the  latter 
was  the  first  who  published  any  account 
of  them,  which  will  be  found  in  the  142nd 
Number  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions, 
in  a  letter  to  Brouncker,  the  then  presi- 
dent; it  is  dated  Nov.  1677,  and  headed, 
"  Observationes  de  Natis  e  Semine  geui- 
tali  Animalculis."  I  subjoin  an  extract 
from  that  letter  : — 

"  Kandem  materiam  (semen  virile)  non 
segroti  alicujus,  non  diuturna  conservationo 
corruptam  vel  post  aliquot  momenta  flui- 
diorein  sartam  sed  sani  viri  statim  post  ejec- 
tionem  ne  inter  labentibus  quidem  sex 
arterise  pulsibua,  saspiuscule  observavi  tan- 
tamqueinea  viventium  animalculorum  multi- 
tudineui  vidi,  ut  interdum  plura  quani  1000, 
in  magnitudine  arenre  sese  moverent.  Non 
in  toto  semine  sed  in  materia  fluida  crassiori 
adherente,  ingentem  illam  animalculorum 
multitudinem  observavi ;  in  crassiori  vero 
semine  materis  quasi  sine  molu  jacebant." 

Hartsoeker's  account  did  not  appear  till 
the  following  year,  when  it  was  published 
in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  "  Journal  des 
Savans."  lie  there  says,  that  in  urine, 
which  he  kept  some  days,  there  were  en- 
gendered little  animals,  much  smaller  than 
those  life  noticed  in  gonorrhoea!  discharge, 
aud  which  have  the  figure  of  small  eels.  He 
examined  the  semen  of  a  cock,  and  describes 
the  animalcula  found  therein  as  resembling, 
in  their  form,  young  tadpoles  (grenouilles 
noissantes.)  Needham  bestows  the  merit  of 
the  discovery  on  Haruoeker.  "  I  shall  take," 
writes  Needham,  "  as  little  notice  as  may 
be,  in  this  short  summary,  of  the  almost 
iuevitable  mistakes  others  have  made,  in 
this  matter,  before  me,  and  the  hasty  con- 
sequences they  have  drawn  from  appear- 
ances that  naturally  surprise,  by  their  no- 
velty ;  such  surprise  is  but  too  apt  to  cap- 
tivate persons,  even  of  the  most  serene 
thought,  much  more  the  young  and  inex- 
perienced, such  as  Mr.  Ilartsoeker  was, 
when  he  first  discovered  the  spermatic  ani- 
malcula. " 

I  low  Needham  could  have  made  this 
statement  is  to  me  astonishing,  for  I  see  not 
i  shadow  to  believe  that  Ilartsoeker  was  the 
iiseoverer.  Even  before  any  account  was 
published  by  him,  lluguens  gave  a  sketch 
if  the  animalcula  he  saw  in  grain,  aud  in 
other  mutters,  in  the  Sttth  Number  of  the 
Journal  des  Savaus,  while  no  mention  is 
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made  of  Any  animaicula  by  Hartsoeker  till  llated  milk  ;  when  examined  with  the  mag- 


the  .'50  th  Number  of  the  same  journal  was 
published,  whore  will  be  found  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  him  to  the  editor. 

That  I  lumens  knew  of  spermatic  ani- 
malcula,  when  his  letter  was  written,  may 
be  judged  of  by  the  following  observation  : 
"  1  am  able,  (says  the  editor  of  the  jour- 
nal,) to  say,  that  theio  an iiu  ilcula  are  en- 
gendered byconuption  and  fermentation; 
but  there  is  another  kind  which  must  hare 
another  principle,  I  mean  those  discovered 
by  the  microscope  in  the  semen  of  animals, 
which  appear  to  be  born  witli  it,  and  which 
are  in  such  great  numbers,  that  it  seems  to 
be  entirely  composed  of  them."  *  in  many 
parts  of  Hartsoeker's  works,  mention  is  made 
of  Leuwenhoek,  with  whom  he  appears  to 


nilu-r,  the  cause  of  the  opacity  is  not  dis- 
covered, but  when  it  begins  to  dissolve,  and 
assume  the  colour  of  soapy  water,  if  looked 
at  with  a  microscope  of  small  power,  the  ir- 
regular parts  seem  to  be  in  an  indistinct 
slow  motion.  This  is  from  the  action  of 
the  animaicula,  infinitely  more'  minute,  of 
a  globular  figure,  with  a  sort  of  filament,  or 
short  appendage. 

Tho  little  animals  possess  a  double  mo- 
tion, the  one  oscillatory,  from  right  to  left, 
and  from  left  to  right,  the  other  progres- 
sive. Thi3  latter  motion  is  doubtless  owing 
to  the  oscillation  of  the  appendage.  Ac- 
cording to  Spallanzaui,  in  twenty-three 
minutes,  the  motions  of  oscillation  and  pro- 
gression diminish  ;  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half, 


be  extremely  vexed  and  annoyed,  and  speaks  but  few  of  t||fl  animaicula  possessed>  in  the 
of  his  letters  to  the  Royal  bociety  as  bas  ]  8X  iment  ,lt.  made  an  ?jsible  movoment, 
et  rampant,    and  containing,  says  he,  use-  (  an<,  |hoM  lhat  gtU|  retuined  the  w„e 


less  and  chimerical  observations.  In  Hart 
aoekei's  "  Suite   des  Conjectures  Physi 


power, 

confined  to  the  oscillatory,  the  progressive 
having  altogether  ceased,   from  want  of 


ques,    hi  states,  that  Leuwenhoek  a  hrst  f  u  t,)0  U(1    T        oge>  t0  prop,i  the 

communication  to  the  Royal  Society  was ;  bo(]  0llwarJi>  W|,en  all  are  at  rest,  by 
publ.shed  on  the  *ht\i  April  lo7i>  J !"« ■  dilsiting  the-  semen  with  water,  you  may 
is  not  true  for  the  letter  of  which  L  made  mQre  readj|  e„mine  t,,eir  fi  Each 
mention  before  was  printed,  as  I  huve  said  |SCu|o  ig  not    r9per,v  „|ol)Uh,  but 


.  .  corpuscule  is  not  praperly  g 

in  the  IWd  Number  of  the  1  hilosophical  elli    j       d  (he  .    e  is  notoulvlonB 

Transactions,  which  Number  is   for  the' 

months  of  December  1677,  January  and 

.February  1678. 

Animaicula  are  found  in  the  semen  of  nil 


animals,  and  almost  at  all  times  ;  they  differ 
materially  from  the  infuaory  animaicula, 
and,  in  fact,  are  confined  to  this  animal  secre 


er  than  it  api»ear3,  but  the  breadth  is  not 
equal  throughout. 


The  motions  of  the  animaicula  are  in- 
stantly stopped,  if  rain  or  even  distilled  wa- 
ter be  added  to  fresh  semen.  Saliva,  how- 
ever, does  not  seem  to  affect  them.  Tae> 


tion  alone.  Their  dimensions  are  different .  temperature  of  the  surrounding  atmosphere 
in  different  animals ;  neither  do  they  corre- 1  has  great  influence  on  their  existence,,  foe 
spond  with  the  size  of  the  animal,  as  might  Spallanzani  noticed,  that  when  the  thermo- 
be  expected.  For,  in  the  space  of  a  grain  of  meter  stood  at  3o°,  the  motions  of  the  ani- 
sand,  50,000  may  be  counted  in  the  semen  malcula  ceased  in  45  minutes  ;  when  at  47°, 
of  a  cock;  in  the  roe  of  a  codfish,  10,000;  [an  hour  and  a  half;  in  two  hours  at  4^°; 
whilst  the  roe  of  the  ruff  (a  fish  a  thou-  |  two  hours  and  a  half  at  51°  ;  three  hours  at 
sand  times  smaller  than  the  cod,)  the  ani- 
maicula are  as  large  as  the  ethers.  In 
oysters,  muscles,  and  other  shell- fish,  ani- 
malcula  have  also  been  noticed,  resembling 
those  found  in  the  semen  of  higher  animals. 


In  man,  their  form  is  not  always  the  same 
at  different  periods  of  life  ;  for  if  we  exa- 
mine the  fluid  contained  in  the  vesicula;  ae- 
minales  of  an  infant,  which  is  not  yet  proper 
to  generation,  we  shall  find  animaicula,  but 
not  of  the  same  figure  as  those  in  the  adult. 
There  are,  however, little  bodies,  in  which, 
Hartsoeker  presumes,  are  placed  and  enve- 
loped the  spermatic  animaicula,  as  insects 
are  inclosed  in  their  nympha.  Attain,  in  old 
men,  the  semen  will  he  found  to  have  lost 
these  animals,  and  in  some  they  are  either 
all  dead,  or  so  dull,  as  to  survive  but  for  a 
very  short  period. 

Seminal  fluid  resembles,  at  first,  coagu- 
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54° ;  and  when  at  55°,  after  the  lapse  of 
three  hours  and  a  half.  He  constantly  ob- 
served, that  as  the  heat  was  greater,  the* 
duration  of  motion  increased  ;  so  that  in  tn« 
middle  of  summer  the  corpusculu  continued 
to  move  for  seven  and  three-quarters,  and 
even  eight  hours.  If  the  humidity  be  lost, 
they  immediately  become  motionless,  nor 
can  they  be  revived  if  sa'iva  be  added. 
Now  Needhara,  and  with  him  the  illus- 
trious Buffon,  state  that  they,  on  examin- 
ing fresh  semen,  observed  long  filaments, 
ramifying  on  every  side ;  these  opened 
and  divided  into  moving  globules,  trailing 
after  them  something  resembling  tails,  but 
so  far  from  being  such,  that  they  caused 
an  oscillatory  motion,  and  were  nothiug» 
more  than  the  viscid  seminal  substance-. 
Buff  on,  therefore,  classes  them  with  the 
infusory  animaicula,  and  says  they  are  either 
produced  by  an  evolution  of  organical  parts, 
or  by  real  vegetation.   That  this  is  not 
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GANGRENE  OF  THE  LEFT  CHEEK. 


the  case,  Spallancani,  and  more  recently  I  posing  tlie  left  nasal  evrity,  left  side  of  the 
Provost  and  Dumas,  have,  I  tln'nk,  proved,  tongue,  and  the  interior  of  the  left  maxillary 
They  found  that  animalcula  existed  in  the 
semen  previous  to  any  alteration  or  decom- 
position by  the  influence  of  the  air,  and  that 
they  are  active  in  this  fluid,  even  while  in- 
cluded in  the  OTgans  of  generation.  Spallan- 
zani  took  the  semen  from  a  rum,  fiesh  and 


vigorous,  so  that  a  friend  cut  away  the  epi- 
duiymes,  which  are  commonly  full  of  semen, 
and  immediately  it  was  presented  to  the 
microscope,  when  numbers  of  animalcula 
were  observed,  and  all  were  vivacious.  But 
a  more  conclusive  experiment  was  made  by 
Provost  and  Dumas.*  After  bleeding  to 
deaih  a  rabbit,  by  opening  the  carotid  artery, 
they  examined  first  the  testicle,  where  they 
found  them  in  motion  and  considerable  num- 
bers, having  the  general  character  of  the 
eel,  witli  the  bead  rounded,  stretched  out 
and  flat.  The  motion  of  the  animalcula 
which  they  remarked,  was  not  caused  by 
aimple  attraction  and  repulsion,  but  by  the 
rapid  flexions  and  alternations  of  the  tail, 
which  gave  them  the  progressive  move- 
ment. The  same  was  remarked  in  the  fluid 
contents  of  the  epididymes  and  vasa  defe- 
rentia.  In  the  vesieulse  seminales,  too,  they 
were  found,  though  mixed  with  other  bodies, 
spheroidal  and  larger,  often  agglomerating, 
and  of  various  diameters,  in  the  prostate 
gland,  they  noticed  globules  analogous  to 
those  of  milk,  but  no  animalcula.  It  would 
be  tedious  to  give  you  the  peculiarities  of 
the  animalcula  in  different  animals  examined 
by  these  gentlemen  ;  1  shall,  therefore,  con- 
clude this,  and  return  to  it  at  a  future  oppor- 
tunity. 

John  P— e. 


IIOPITAL  DE  LA  CHARITE. 


EXTENSIVE  LOSS  OF  SUBSTANCE,  IN  CONSE- 
QUENCE OF  GANGRENE  OF  THE  LEFT 
CHEEK,  AND  OPERATION  FOR  RESTOR- 
ING IT. 

Stephanie  Jolv,  »tat.2y,  was,  on  the  11th 
of  April,  1826,  admitted  under  the  care  of 
M.  Koux,  on  account  of  the  loss  of  the  left 
cheek,  so  that  there  was  a  large  opening 
into  the  cavity  of  the  mouth,  bounded  ante- 
riorly by  the  median  line  of  the  face,  poste- 
riorly by  a  line  druwn  perpendicularly  from 
the  external  angle  of  the  orbit  to  the  lower 
jaw,  below  by  the  under  lip,  and  above  by 
a  transverse  line  about  half  an  inch  below  i 


sinus,  'l'he  alveolar  process  of  the  upper 
jaw  and  the  upper  lip  were  completely  de- 
stroyed, and  only  one  incisor  was  left  at  the 
internal,  and  a  molar  tooth  at  the  external 
extremity  of  the  opening.  The  patient  had 
two  years  previously  been  affected  with 
typhus  fever,  which,  having  terminated  in 
sphacelus  of  the  left  cheek,  had  left  this 
frightful  deformity,  for  relief  of  which,  the 
patient  applied  ut  the  hospital.  On  the 
side  of  the  orbit  and  nose,  the  aoft  parts 
were  rigid  and  hardly  susceptible  of  any 
extension ;  but  the  under  lip  and  the  exter- 
nal portion  of  the  cheek  being  very  move- 
able and  well  nourished,  seemed  to  afford  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  substance  to  fill  up  the 
opening,  from  the  extent  of  which  it  was, 
however,  anticipated,  that  this  object  would 
not  be  obtained  but  by  several  successive 
operations.  The  first  operation  was  per- 
formed on  the  25th  of  April  in  the  following 
manner : — The  internal  margin  of  the  upper 
lip,  in  the  median  line  of  the  face,  having 
been  pared  off,  a  perpendicular  incision, 
about  half  an  inch  in  length,  was  made  into 
the  under  lip,  and  its  external  margin  brought 
into  contact  with  the  rest  of  the  upper  lip, 
where  it  was  kept  by  means  of  three  su- 
tures ;  .the  left  portiou  of  the  upper  lip  was 
thus  replaced  by  the  external  part  of  the 
under  lip,  and  the  lower  angle  of  the  wound 
of  the  latter,  formed  the  left  angle  of  the 
mouth.  On  the  fourth  day  after  th«  opera- 
tion, the  needles  having  been  removed,  per- 
fect re-union  of  the  parts  was  found  to  have 
taken  place,  and  the  preternatural  opening 
was  thus  closed  inferiorly  by  the  artificial 
upper  lip. 

In  the  second  operation,  in  order  to  bring 
the  artificial  upper  lip  in  contact  with  the 
superior  margin  of  the  apeiture,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  dissect  off  the  integuments  from 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  maxillary  bone ; 
this  having  been  done,  and  the  margins  of 
the  parts  in  question  being  pared  off,  they 
were  brought  into  contact,  and  kept  united 
by  means  of  needles.  On  the  following  day, 
violent  fever  and  headach,  with  erysipela- 
tous swelling  of  the  wounds,  ensued,  so  that 
it  was  necessary  to  withdraw  the  needles ; 
the  united  parts  immediately  separated, 
nnd,  after  the  cicatrisation,  weTe  in  the 
same  condition  as  before  the  operation 
A  third  operation,  similar  to  the  last,  was 
accordingly  performed,  but  with  no  bet- 
ter success,  so  that  M.  Roux  resolved  to 
follow  another  plan  ;  he  divided  the  arti- 
ficial upper  lip  from  its  union  with  the  right 


the  inferior  margin  of  the  orbit,  and  having  !  upper  lip,  and  the  superior  margins  of  the 
an  irregularly  quadrilateral  form,  aud  ex-  j  preternatural  opening  having  been  pared 

off,  he  brought  them  into  close  contact,  so 


*  M6raoiies  dela  Soci6t6  de  Physiqne  et 
d'liist.  Natur.  de  Geneve. 


that  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  cavity  of 
the  mouth/  formed  part  of  the  external  aur- 
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face  of  the  cbeek.  Needles  were  employed 
to  keep  the  parts  in  contact,  but  when  they 
were  withdrawn,  it  was  found  that  the  ope- 
ration had  completely  foiled,  and  that  no 
adhesion  had  taken  place.  The  unsuccess- 
ful issue  of  the  three  last  operations  in- 
duced M.  Roux  to  adopt  a  different  method  j 
he  formed  a  flap  from  the  ball  of  the  left 
thumb,  and  applied  it  to  the  preternatural 
aperture,  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the 
rhinoplastic  operation,  when  the  flap  is  taken 
from  the  arm  ;  union  seemed  to  proceed  very 
favourably,  when,  on  the  fourth  day,  the 
patient  having  during  the  preceding  night 
been  agitated  by  violent  dreams,  the  parts 
were  found  separated,  and  all  hopes  of  their 
union  were  destroyed.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, M.  Koux  considered  it  advisable 
to  make  no  further  attempt  at  remedying 
the  deformity,  and  to  discharge  the  patient. 
In  the  spring  of  \Btt,  she  applied,  however, 
again,  and  as  her  health  had  evidently  im- 
proved, and  the  soft  parts  of  the  cheek, 
especially  the  artificial  upper  lip,  appeared 
to  huve  increased  in  flexibility  and  size ; 
the  third  operation,  viz.,  that  of  dividing 
the  new  lip  from  its  adhesion  with  that  of 
the  other  side,  and  of  applying  it  to  the  up- 
per and  internal  margin  of  the  preternatural 
opening,  Was  repeated.  The  parts  were  kept 
in  contact  by  five  sutures  ;  and  when  these 
were  removed  on  the  fourth  day,  perfect 
union  had  taken  place. 

Considerable  inconvenience  was  produced 
for  some  days  after  th«  operation,  from  the 
lower  eyelid  being  forcibly  drawn  down- 
war.ls ;  the  parts  however  soon  extending, 
it  regained  its  natural  position ;  and  when 
the  newly  united  parts  had  completely  cica- 
trised, all  that  remained  uncovered  was  a 
triangular  space  between  the  perpendicular 
margin  of  the  right  upper  lip,  the  septum 
nasi,  and  the  portion  of  the  artificial  upper 
lip,  which,  in  the  latter  operation,  had  been 
turned  upwards. 

A  month  after  the  last  operation,  this 
triangular  space  was  also  covered,  by  bring- 
ing the  right  portion  of  the  upper  lip  in 
contact  with  the  perpendicular  margin  of 
the  left,  the  edges  having  previously  been 
pared  off.  The  sutures  being  removed, 
within  a  few  days  the  parts  were  found 
united ;  and  when  complete  cicatrisation 
had  ensued,  the  left  cheek  was  perfectly- 
covered  with  skin  ;  the  deformity  was,  of 
course,  still  very  great ;  the  opening  of  the 
mouth  being  small,  the  left  upper  lip  much 
depressed,  and  the  under  lip  forcibly  drawn 
upwards  and  to  the  left  side,  and  protruding 
in  its  middle  portion  ;  all  these  parts,  how- 
ever, gradually  increased  in  size,  and  the 
patient,  whose  courage  deserves,  indeed,  no 
less  admiration  than  the  skill  of  the  opera- 
tor, left  the  hospital  apparently  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction,  on  the  improvement  in 
her  condition. — Gatelto  dt  Santt. 


HOTEL  DIEU. 

SINGULAR  ArrFCTION  OF  TUB  SPEKCH 
FROM  APOPLEXY. 

Jul.  Mbvnier,  25  years  of  age,  having, 
from  his  fifteenth  year,  been  subject  to 
periodical  attacks  of  headach,  which  regit* 
larly  returned  every  month,  was,  on  the 
Mb  of  March,  18*8,  in  consequence  of  a 
strong  emotion  of  the  mind,  seized  with  an 
apoplectic  fit,  followed  by  incomplete  para- 
lysis of  the  right  side.  Being  carried  to  the 
Hdtel  Dieu,  he  was  immediately  bled,  and 
the  next  day  was  in  the  following  state  ;  the 
power  of  motion  in  the  right  arm  and  leg 
was  almost  completely  restored,  their  sensi- 
bility, and  that  of  the  right  side  of  the 
trunk,  was  excited  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
produce,  on  the  least  touch,  the  roost  vio- 
lent convulsive  movements,  and  almost  in- 
tolerable pain.  The  patient  complained  of 
a  violent  pain  across  the  forehead  ;  sight, 
smell,  and  taste,  were  unimpaired.  The 
right  angle  of  tbe  mouth  was  somewhat  de- 
pressed ;  the  motions  of  the  tongue  were 
perfectly  free,  and  he  spoke  very  fluently, 
but  his  pronunciation  exhibited  a  very  curi- 
ous deficiency  ;  for  although  he  was  per- 
fectly sensible  of  what  he  intended  to  say,  he 
could  not  easily  express  his  ideas,  end  con* 
stantly  confounded,  or  altered  them,  in  a  pe- 
culiar manner.  Thus,  instead  of  clef,  he  said 
ctiqut ;  of  douloureux,  difficile  ;  of  re>e,  vers ; 
of  eau,  rati  ;  of  soupe,  xtulium  ;  of  bouillon, 
boujm,  Sac.  It  clearly  appears  from  thete 
specimens,  that  he  was  not  at  a  loss  at  find- 
ing the  words,  but  was  only  incapable  of 
forming  some  peculiar  combinations  of  let* 
tera.  lie  was,  at  the  same  time,  perfectly 
conscious  of  the  mistakes  he  made  ;  and 
when  speaking  very  slowly,  often  succeeded 
in  avoiding  them.  The  patient  was  repeat- 
edly bled,  and  gradually  recovered,  so  that 
within  three  weeks  he  was  nble  to  leave  the 
hospital. — Joum.  Hebdomad. 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL* 


STHANCULATFD  FEMORAL  HERNIA. 

M.  H.,  about  50  years  of  age,  was  admit- 
ted into  Queen's  Ward,  under  the  care  of 
Mr.  Tyrrell,  in  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday, 
February  10th,  with  a  strangulated  femoral 
hernia  of  the  left  side.  The  patient  stated 
that  she  had  been  the  subject  of  hernia  for 
about  fourteen  months  previously,  but  had 
uot  before  experienced  any  great  incon- 
venience from  it ;  the  tumour  had  descended 
36  hours  before  admission  and  was  about  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


IIERNIA.«-GU  VS.— BOOKS. 


73(5 

size  of  a  small  egg,  accompanied  with  great 
tenderness  of  the  abdomen,  &c.  Twelve 
ounces  of  blood  were  extracted  from  the  arm, 
the  warm  bath  resorted  to,  and  the  taxis 
applied  repeatedly  without  effect :  the  symp- 
toms being  urgent  nn  operation  was  deemed 
expedient  and  accordingly  performed  by  Mr. 
Tyrrell, between  11  and  12  at  night.  On  open- 
ing the  sac  it  was  discovered  to  contain  a  fold 
of  dark-colouredsmall  intestine, and  the  stric- 
ture found  to  be  very  firm.  After  the  patient 
had  been  put  to  bed,  the  parts  were  foment- 
ed, and  the  extremities  being  cold,  warm 
water  was  applied  to  the  feet.  Pulse  100, 
intermitting  at  every  tenth  beat ;  she  slept 
soundly  for  two  or  three  hours  during  the  fol- 
lowing morning. 
.  J 1.  Ordered  to  take  of 
Calomel,  2  grains  ; 

Opium,  one-third  of  a  grain,  every  three 
houis ; 

Common  enema,  with  six  drachms  of  Castor 
Oil,  and  to  be  repeated  in  the  evening,  if 
required  ;  the  first  returned  immediately,  and 
the  second  soon  after  its  injection,  without 
any  faeces  ;  continue  the  fomentation. 
12.  Infusion  of  Senna,  half  a  pint; 

Sulphate  of  '  Magnesia,  half  an  ounce  to 
be  administered  as  an  enema  ; 
Had  four  stools  during  the  night. 
IS.  Profuse  diarrhoea ;  stools  bloody  and 
offensive,  but  abated  towards  the  evening. 
Calomel,  2  grains ; 

Opium,  half  a  grain,  night  and  morning ; 
Tincture  of  Opium,  30  minima  immedi- 
ately. 
Brandy,  2  ounces ; 
Sago,  and  Sirup. 

14.  Diarrhoea  returned.  Pulse  104,  sharp; 
complains  of  pain  in  the  abdomen ; 

Infusion  of  Mint,  with  Tincture  of  Opium ; 
6  minims  every  4  hours. 
Wound  adherent  at  the  lower  part  but  not 
above. 

15.  Vomited  this  morning,  but  less  purg- 
ed ;  some  pain  on  pressure  over  the  abdo- 
men ; 

A  cataplasm  to  be  applied  to  the  wound ; 
6  ounces  of  red  wine  daily. 

16.  Abdomen  more  tender;  pulse  96, 
small  and  quick  ;  tongue  brown,  dry,  and 
furred ;  bowels  have  beeu  moved  once. 
Apparently  not  so  well ;  very  drowsy,  and 
does  not  complain  of  pain  unless  questioned, 
but  is  perfectly  sensible  when  roused.  Take 
the  mixture  every  eight  hours. 

17.  Much  the  same ;  substitute  gin  for 
the  wine. 

18.  Bowels  open  ;  no  vomiting-. 

19.  Tho  wound  was  dressed  to-day,  and 
presented  rather  a  sloughy  appearance  ; 
pulse  120,  weak  ;  complains  of  no  pain  or 
sickness;  occasional  hiccough. 

20.  Evidently  sinking ;  pulse  112,  weak 
and  iuterraitting ;  complains  of  pain  after 


I  taking  nowislrment  at  the  superior  region 
of  the  abdomen  ;  tongue  less  furred. 

21.  Pulse  intermittent,  but  less  feeble  ; 
wound  sloughy;  worn  in  the  afternoon 
with  vomiting. 

22.  Diarihaja;  spirits  low;  eyes  dull, 
and  suffused  with  tears ;  countenance  pale 
and  anxious. 

23.  Passed  her  stools  involuntarily  ;  ex- 
tremities cold. 

24.  Pulse  at  the  wrist  almost  impercepti- 
ble. Gradually  sunk  till  six  o'clock  the 
following  morning,  wherj,  she -expired. 

On  examination  of 'the  body  thirty-one 
hours  after  death,  .'the  wound  was  sloughy 
and  widely  open ;  the  fold  of  intestine  which 
had  been  returned  was  of  a  very  dark  c'o* 
lour ;  there  was  not  evidence  of  much  in- 
flammation of  the  peritoneum  having  existed, 
but  it  was  soft,  and  easily  lacerable,  as  was 
the  whole  of  the  intestinal  canal,  especially 
the  small  intestines,  the  mucous  membrane  ■ 
of  which  was  found  to  be  ulcerated. 


GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 

Occidents  admitted  at  Gnu's  Hospital  during 
the  week,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Morgan. 

jiccident  Ward — Fractured  femur. 
Injury  to  ancle. 
Injury  to  hip. 

Dislocation  of  the  humerus. 
Ditto  ditto. 
Asphyxia. 
Fractured  clavicle. 
Chapel  Ward — Contused  knee. 
Fractured  femur. 
Injury  to  hip. 

Fractured  neck  of  the  thigh  hone. 
Contused  wound  of  the  head. 
Charily  Ward — Hernia. 


BOOKS  RECEIVED  FOR  REVIEW. 

Elements  of  Pathology  and  Piactice  of 
Physic.  By  John  Mackintosh,  M.  D.  vol.i. 
octavo,  pp.  484.  Edinburgh,  Carfrae  and 
Son.  1828. 

A  Treatise  on  Obstructed  and  Inflamed 
Hernia,  and  on  Mechanical  Obstructions  of 
the  Bowels  internally;  and  also  an  Appendix, 
containing  a  brief  statement  of  the  cause 
of  Difference  in  Size  in  the  Male  and  Female 
Bladder.  By  Henry  Stephens.  In  boards, 
octavo,  pp.  191.    London,  Cox.  1829. 

TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  letter  of  "  A  Bartholomew's  Pupil" 
next  week. 

Erratum     Page  638,  line  18,  1st  col., 
for  three  raad  fifteen. 
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LfCTUHK  XIX. 

Of  Scirrhtti  of  the  0 caries. 

Tn  the  same  manner  as  women  are  liable 
to  be  affected  with  scirrhus  of  the  uterus, 
d  .'fused  or  tuberose,  so  ali»o  the}'  are  ob- 
noxious to  scirrhus  of  the,  ovaries,  a  dis- 
ease more  frequent,  1  think,  in  those  viscera, 
than  in  the  uterus  itself.  Of  the  two  forms 
of  disorganisation  mentioned,  it  is,  1  appre- 
heud,  the  lubernse  which  most  frequently 
attacks  the  ovary,  and,  therefore,  when  this 
viscus  is  enlarged,  frequently  it  is  the  bum- 
py or  tuberose  surface  which  characterises 
tlie  disease  ;  sometimes,  however,  the  scir- 
rhous change  which  occurs  is  of  the  dif- 
fined  kind,  the  whole  mass  of  the  ovary 
enlarging,  and  the  surface  remaining  equa- 
ble and  smooth.  Under  either  form,  the 
ovary  may  enlarge  very  much,  becoming 
successively  Urge  ns  au  egg,  Urge  as  the 
head  of  a  foetus  at  the  full  term  of  gesta- 
tion, large  as  the  fatus  itself  at  the  close 
of  nine  months,  and,  ultimately,  eveu  lar- 
ger than  tins.  The  rapidity,  also,  with 
which  this  enlargement  tukts  place,  is  lia-  i 
ble  lo  much  variety,  though,  if  the  enlarge-  { 
luent  of  the  ovary  he  composed  of  solid  ma- 
terial only,  without  dropsy,  the  growth  wii), 
1  believe,  he  generally  slow ;  mouths  it 
will  certainly  occupy,  tmd  more  frequently 
years.  When  the  ovary  becomes  scwrlisus, 
one  >»ide  only  uiuy  be  affected  with  the  dis- 
ease, or  the  ovary  on  the  opposite  side  may 
also  be  involved  in  the  disorganisation,  the 
two  being  affected  in  very  unequal  degree, 
nor  is  this  by  any  means  uncommon  ;  and 
scirrhus  of  the  ovary  may  bo  associated  with 
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a  similar  disorganisation  of  the  tubes,  the 
womb,  and  the  remoter  parts.  These  exten- 
sions of  the  disease  arc  of  no  small  import- 
ance. In  pure  $ciirhus,  of  course,  as  tho  very 
epithet  implies,  no  other  disease  supervenes, 
but  now  and  then  we  meet  with  cases  in 
which  other  disease  combines  with  scirrhus— 
inflammation  more  frequently — abscess  more 
rarely — ovarian  dropsy  not  uncommonly ;  and 
when  the  inflammation  is  superficial,  the  ova- 
ries are  very  apt  to  contract  adhesions  with, 
the  surrounding  parts.  When  the  ovary  is 
large  as  the  closed  hand,  being  of  a  size  to  fall 
into  the  recto-vaginal  cavity,  so  as  to  ob- 
struct the  vagina,  it  may  become  completely 
fixed  there,  so  thai  you  may  not  be  able  to 
press  it  above  the  "brim  ;  or  where  the 
ovary  is  lying  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
superficial  adhesions  may  take  place,  so  as 
to  connect  the  viscus  with  the  intestines, 
omentum,  and  parts  contiguous.  In  differ- 
ent case3  of  scirrhosity,  too,  there  may  bo 
much  variety  in  the  condition  of  the  basis  of 
the  ovary  ;  that  part,  I  mean,  by  which  it  ii 
attached  to  the  sides  of  the  pelvis  in  the 
healthy  condition  of  the  parts  :  for  some- 
times the  connexion  is  slender,  (in  this  pre- 
paration not  thicker  than  the  finger,)  and 
sometimes  it  is  as  broad  jas  the  palm  of 
the  hand,  and  the  uterus  and  the  ovary  may 
be  so  far  consolidated  with  each  other,  that 
to  det;:ch  them  is  a  woik  of  some  nicety. 
The  whole  of  this  subject,  the  morbid  ana- 
tomy of  the  scirrhous  ovary,  1  mean,  and 
more  especially  that  part  of  it  which  relates 
to  the  extension  of  the  disease  into  the  con- 
tiguous viscera,  and  to  the  nature,  extent, 
and  vascularity  of  the  attachments,  is  well 
deserving  of  further  investigation.  So  long 
as  it  is  believed  that  the  removal  of  these 
diseased  parts,  under  any  circumstances,  i& 
unjustifiable  and  hopeb-ss,  so  long  these  in- 
quiries may  be  looked  upon  ;is  of  specula- 
tive interest,  rather  than  of  practical  im- 
portance ;  but  if  an  expectation  may  be  rea- 
sonably cherished,  of  improving  cur  abdo- 
minal surgery,  so  as  to  render  the  extirpa- 
tion ofthe.se  parts  upon  t'ue  whole  success- 
ful, in  well-s.  letted  roses,  and  to  enable 
us  at  the  bed-side  to  discriminate  the  indi- 
vidual scirrhosities  in  which  success  is  to 
be  expected,  then  it  must  be  evident  that 
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llie  breadth,  the  vascularity,  the  nature  of '  the  abdomen,  you  may  distinguish,  the  in- 
the  attachments,  the  degree  in  which  the  j  testines  in  the  "upper  part  of  its  cavity,  by 
disease  may  spread  into  the  other  parts  of  their  yielding  elasticity ,  and  perhaps  by  a 
the  body,  together  with  the  average  fre- j  gurgling  under  the  touch.  When,  further, 
quency  of  tlitse'  circumstances,  may  all  of ; you  proceed  to  examine  the  parts  below  the 
them  be  lcoked  upon  aa  of  no  small  in-  ,  epigastrium,  you  find  that,  at  this  part,  the 
terest,  even  in  the  mere  practice  of  our  abdomen  is  much  more  solid  and  unyielding, 
art,  and  I  would,  therefore,  invite  your '  and  sometimes  this  hard  substance  may  ap- 
attt  iuion  to  the  inquiry.  As  the  disease  is  pear  perfectly  equable,  or  nearly  so  ;  but  in 
not  cf  uncommon  occurrence,  all  the  neces-  other  cases,  and  perhaps  not  infrequently, 
aary  information  might,  I  conceive,  be  obtain-  |you  may  distinctly  perceive  the  tuberose,  or 
ed  in  a  short  compass  of  time,  provided  the  j  lumpy  feel,  which  is  so  frequently  the  effect 
men  of  leisure  or  activity  in  the  profession  «  of  tubercle,  and  where  this  tuberose  form 
would  favour  us  with  their  communications  j  clearly  exists,  it  is  a  great  help  to  you  in 


through  the  intervention  of  our  periodical 
works.  An  account  of  dissections,  drawn  up 
in  a  view  to  these  points,  if  brief  and  dis- 
criminating, would  not  occupy  much  space, 
and  it  might  have  the  advantage  of  occupy- 
ing a  blank  which  might  otherwise  be  fdled 
up  with  the  workiugs  of  frivolous  or  fretful 
feelings.  By  confining  the  communications 
to  some  two  or  three  leading  publications, 
they  would  be  brought  together  under 
the  mind  of  the  same  readers,  and  their 
juxtaposition  would  probably  give  no  small 
addition  to  their  value. 

Characters. — The  characters  of  scirrhous 
ovaries  are  diversified,  according  to  the  age 
of  the  scirrhosity  and  its  consequent  bulk, 
so  that,  in  practice,  the  two  varieties  of  the 
disease  must  be  distinguished  from  each 
other.  Patients  may  sometimes  come  to 
you  labouring  under  ovarian  scirrhus,  as 
large  as  a  nine  months'  uterus  ;  and  where 
that  is  alone  the  cause  of  this  enlargement, 
they  will  generally  tell  vou  they  have  been 
labouring  under  the  disease  for  several 
years — a  very  characteristic  circumstance, 
the  patient  adding,  (when  you  come  to  in- 
quire more  closely,)  that  this  tumour,  in  the 
early  period  of  its  appearance, 
to  lie,  as  we  should  have  expected,  rather  in 
the  inferior  than  in  the  upper  part  of  the  ab- 
domen; and  moreover,  that  in  the  earlier 
stages,  when  she  has  examined  herself,  by 
laying  her  band  upon  the  abdomen,  as  when 
lying  in  bed  for  example,  she  has  felt  the  en- 
largement more  on  the  one  side  than  on  the 
other,  though  you,  perhaps,  when  you  come 
to  examine  the  intumescence,  may  not  so 
clearly  perceive  this  lateral  inclination.  To 
ascertain  this  disease  with  certainty,  an 
examination  becomes  necessary,  in  conduct- 
ing which,  you  must  proceed  on  the  prin- 
ciples prescribed  in  a  former  lecture ;  but 
the  following  particular  hints  may  not  be 
without  their  use  : — Should  you  examine 
internally,  and  find  a  scirrhosity  of  the  os 
uteri,  or  the  vagina,  you  must  not  hastily 
infer  that  the  ovaries  are  free  from  disease, 
for  they  too  may  be  involved  in  the  disease, 
together  with  the  womb.  When  you  ex- 
amine externally,  on  placing  the  woman  in 


marking  the  nature  of  the  case.  Now,  where 
all  these  characters  concur,  and  I  think,  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  you  will  find  them  con- 
current, if  your  patient  have  a  tumour  in  the 
abdomen  of  long  standing,  lying  in  the  in- 
ferior rather  than  in  the  superior  half  of  the 
abdomen,  and  inclining,  in  its  earlier  form- 
ation especially,  to  one  or  the  other  side. 
If,  again,  on  examination,  you  find  the  upper 
part  of  the  abdominal  tumour  contains  the 
intestines,  to  be  distinguished  by  a  little 
tact,  while  the  lower  part  of  the  swelling  is 
large,  eolid,  and  unyielding,  and  if  this  sur- 
face, sometimes  equable  and  smooth,  should 
be,  as  often  happens,  distinctly  tuberose, 
with  such  characters  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  a  scirrhous  disease  of  the  ovaries  exists, 
either  a  scirrhus  of  one  ovary  only,  or  to- 
gether with  the  scirrhus  of  this  ovary  a 
scirrhus  also  of  the  tubes,  the  uterus,  and 
the  ovary  on  the  other  side. 

But  sometimes  patients  will  come  under 
your  care  labouring  under  the  disease  in  it* 
earlier  stages,  and  they  apply,  perhaps, 
when  the  tumour  is  no  bigger  than  the 
closed  hand  ;  and,  in  those  cases,  the  en- 
larging scirrhous  ovaries  may  fall  down  be- 
has  seemed  tween  the  vagina  and  the  rectum,  and  give 
rise  to  symptoms  which,  if  misunderstood, 
may  occasion  strange  misapprehensions  re- 
specting the  nature  of  the  disease.  In 
these  cases  there  may  be  a  great  deal  of 
forcing,  aching,  and  dragging,  and  a  feeling 
as  if  the  interior  parts  of  the  tody  would 
come  forth  ;  and  if  we  inquire  whether  the 
urine  nmy  pass  or  not,  we  learn  that  an  ob- 
struction exists  j  and  of  the  rectum  it  mar 
be  observed,  that  the  compression  there  is 
so  great,  that  solid  evacuations  will  scarcely 
come  away.  Your  patient  may  also  com- 
plain of  a  good  deal  of  numbness  in  the 
lower  limbs,  with  weakness,  inducing  her  to 
lie  much  on  the  sofa  ;  and  she  may  have 
severe  pains  along  the  loins  and  thighs,  with  a 
ripping  sensation  in  the  course  of  the  nerves, 
sciatic  or  crural.  If  you  bave  once  met 
with  this  variety  of  the  disease,  you  will 
immediately  suspect  its  existence,  upon 
hearing  the  enumeration  of  these  rymptoms  ; 
und  suspecting  what  its  nature  is,  you  may 


the  recumbent  posture,  having  lubricated  easily  make  an  examination,  when  yon  find 
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ft  tumour  filling  the  pelvis,  with  the  vagina 
passing  before  it  and  the  tectum  behind  it, 
when  there  can  be  little  further  doubt  that 
there  is  an  enlargement  of  the  ovary,  pro- 
bably of  scirrhous  nature,  the  ovary  being 
interposed  between  the  vagina  »r.d  the 
bowel.  Hut,  again,  it  m.<re  frequently 
hnppei:3,  ami  there  is  a  third  variety  of  the 
disease,  that  where  the  tumour  is  not  of  a 
very  lir^e  size,  it  is,  however,  so  lar  ;e  as 
to  take  place  above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis, 
lor! -in  g  either  to  the  one  or  other  side,  in 
the  hi.liow  of  the  ilium  ;  ami  win  re  this  is 
the  case,  the  patient  frequently  suffers  so 
little  inconvenience,  that  .-he  does  not  apply 
for  help  at  all,  until,  at  length,  pain  and 
inflammation  are  excited,  when  she  is  led, 
by  her  uneasiness,  to  consult  the  accoucheur, 
telling  him,  perhaps,  th  it  she  feels  us  if  the 
head  of  a  child  were  lodging  in  one  side  of 
the  pelvis.  On  hearing  this,  you  lay  the  i 
hand  upon  the  abdomen,  the  woman  being 
in  the  recumbent  posture,  nnd  the,  bladder  ; 
being  evacuated,  and  the  abdominal  cover-  j 
ings  being  thoroughly  relaxed  ;  and  then,  ' 
perhaps,  the  tumour  may  be  distinctly  felt, 
and  where  this  is  elfected,  it  gives  at  once 
ft  pretty  decisive  character  to  the  diser.se, 
for  in  most,  though  not  in  all  cases,  where 
you  have  a  round  tirm  tumour  in  the  side  of 
the  false  pelvis,  and  moro  especially  if  tu- 
berose, a  scirrhosity  of  the  ovary  will  be 
found  fo  exist. 

In  scirrhous  ovary,  sometimes,  indeed 
generally,  the  health  is  nut  very  much  im- 
pair* d,  aud  the  woman  sutlers  but  little, 
and,  therefore,  the  less  it  is  iutetfercd  with 
the  better.  Now  and  then  vou  will  tind  a 
good  deal  of  paiu  in  the  centre  of  the  body, 
about  the  pelvis  1  mean  ;  and  sometimes 
there  is  oedema  of  the  legs,  perhaps  of  one 
leg  more  than  the  other,  and  this  oedema 
1  should  rather  wish  you  to  notice,  because, 
if  you  are  either  incautious  or  incurious,  it 
might  lead  you  to  coufouud  the  disease  with 
dropsy  of  the  peritoneum.  As  little  that  is 
effective  can  bo  done  in  those  cases  of  ova- 
rian scirrhus,  1  will  not  detain  you  long  on 
that  subject.  What  1  stated  of  the  scirrhous 
uterus,  1  would  repeat  respecting  the  ovarian 
siirrhus — 1  mean,  that  if  the  tumour  have 
once,  acquired  the  hulk  of  the  iivtul  head, 
there  is  no  reasonable  hope  of  a  dis-o!uiijn 
of  the  scirrhosity,  by  any  medical  treatment 
which  you  can  tmpiey  ;  and,  therefore,  to 
muke  the  vain  attempt  by  means  of  the 
in  ore  violent  medicines,  is,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  exceedingly  unwise.  To  purge  ex- 
ceedingly, to  administer  calomel  largely,  to 
give  conium  in  injurious  doses,  to  impair  the 
health  by  a  headlong  use  of  the  iodine,  1 
should  consider  to  be  a  very  unjustifiable 
practice  ;  1  would  not  allow  it  in  my  own 
tauiily,  and  I  would  not,  therefore,  have 
teoowrte  to  it  in  the  family  of  others.   1 1 


T  believe  it  never  happens  that  a  well  deve- 
loped scirrhus  of  the  ovary  becomes  absorb » 
ed,  in  consequence  of  the  use  of  any  medi- 
cine at  present  known,  though  1  acknow- 
ledge myself  unable  to  judge  decisively  by 
the  iodine.  Those  who  have  seen  most  of 
flu's  disease,  will,  I  conceive,  in  this  state 
of  our  ktr»\vli  tl  .e,  confine  their  medical 
treatment  merely  to  the  palliation  of  the 
symptoms  to  be  treat*  don  general  principles. 
It  has  been  observed  ii!iv;idy,  that  the  dis- 
ease of  the  ovaries  s<  m(  times  occasions  but 
little  distress,  except  that  which  arises  from 
its  hulk  and  pressure  ;  sometimes,  however, 
an  inflammation  of  the  ovary  is  excited,  and 
then  you  must  treat  it,  I  think,  in  the  same 
manner  as  )0'i  wuild  treat  the  inflamed  scir- 
rhus of  the  uterus,  by  leeches,  fomentations, 
laxatives,  diaphoretics,  ;:nd  digitalis,  perhaps 
in  operative  quantities,  but  cautiously — 
putting  the  patient  mi  the  antiphlogistic  re- 
gimen ;  sometimes  bleeding  from  the  arm 
may  be  proper,  though,  in  general,  with 
these  diseased  abdominal  <.;r°«tli8,  much 
bleeding  is  uncongenial.  AY  hen  the  tumour 
is  lodging  between  the  vagina  and  the  rec- 
tum, it  may  then  give  rise  to  a  great  deal  of 
distress  by  compressing  the  bladder,  the  gut, 
and  the  origin  of  the  nerves,  the  sciatica  more 
especially.  The  most  effectual  mode  of  re- 
lieving all  these  sympMn?,is  by  replacing  the 
tumour  ;  and  the  bladder  may  be  evacuated, 
(by  catheter  if  necessary,)  and  by  a  method 
of  procedure  very  similar  to  that  recom- 
mended in  cases  of  reinserted  uterus,  the 
ovary  may  be  push  d  above  the  brim.  By 
evacuating  the  bladder,  the  operator  obtains 
a  full  extent  of  room,  particu  arly  if  the 
urine  have  been  allowed  to  accumulate,  and 
if  he  can  once  urge  the  swelling  above  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  much  of  the  distress  may 
be  permanently  relieved,  because  the  abdo- 
men above  being  designed  to  receive  tu- 
mours as  the  enlargements  from  pregnancy, 
for  example,  it  is  of  course  adapted  to  the 
process  of  dilatation. 

Prognosis. — The  prognosis  of  this  disease 
may  be  dismissed  in  few  words.  The  scir- 
rhus of  the  ovnry  you  are  to  look  upon  as, 
probably,  incurable  by  known  medicines  ; 
and  1  hold  it  as  a  sort  of  axiom,  that  of 
womeu  labouring  under  this  disea  o,  those 
who  do  least,  will  do  best ;  but  though  it  is 
a  disease  not,  on  the  whole,  of  malignant 
nature,  the  bulk,  weight,  and  pressure,  being 
the  principal  inconveniences  to  which  it 
gives  rise,  yet,  however,  it  does  sometimes 
become  a  fatal  affection  ;  as  in  those  cases 
especially,  where  inflammations  and  suppu- 
rations occur — happily  not  frequently  ;  and 
those  more  frequent  cases,  in  which  you 
have  scirrhosity  and  dropsy  combined,  where 
dropsy,  not  the  scirrhous,  is  destroying  the 
patient.  It  may  bs  addtd,  too,  that  if  a 
woman  is  married,  the  recto-vaginal  position 
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of  the  ovary  becomes  a  cause  of  considerable 

danger  during  the  cliild-b' aring,  because 
fulling  down  between  the  rectum  and  the 
vagina,  and  obstructing  the  passage  of  the 
pelvis,  it  gives  rise  to  one  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous obstacles  in  delivery,  often  proving 
fatal  botli  to  the  mother  an-f  child.  Indeed, 
if  a  patient  is  known  to  have  one  cf  those 
tumours,  she  had  better  far  remain  in  the 
unimpregnated  state;  for  pregnancy  would, 
perhaps,  cost  the  woman  her  life,  unless 
miscarriage  could  be  ensured. 

I  sometimes  hear  my  friends  talking  about 
removing  the  scirrhous  ovary  by  a  scalpel,  a 
practice  to  which,  in  the  present  state  of  in- 
formation, I  should  not  myself  assent,  at 
leas  in  cases  of  true  scirrhus.  If  the  scir- 
rhus  is  doing  no  urgent  mischief  to  the 
patient,  then  you  had  better  wait ;  but  if 
there  are  fever  and  inflammation,  the  high 
probability  is,  that  the  parts  will  contract 
adhesions  with  the  surrounding  viscera, 
which  may  make  it  difficult  to  remove  the 
ovary.  Add  to  which,  where  you  have  a 
scirrhus  of  the  ovary,  it  may  be  so  firmly 
imbedded  in  the  pelvis  on  the  one  side  or 
the  other,  as  to  make  the  removal  of  it  im- 
practicable, or,  at  all  events,  a  work  of  con- 
siderable difficulty  and  danger,  not  to  add 
that  the  disease  may  not  be  confined  to  one 
ovary  only,  but  may  extend  itself  into  the 
other. 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 


EFFECT  OP  POISONS  ON  PLANTS. 

M.  Macaip.e  Prierep  has  lately  made 
some  interesting  experiments  on  the  ab- 
sorption of  poisonous  substances  by  plants, 
and  the  changes  which  they  subsequently 
undergo.  The  flowers  of  violet  and  colum- 
bine, {Viola  odorata  and  Aquilegia  vulgaris,) 
the  stalks  of  which  were  plunged  into  a  so- 
lution of  the  acetate  of  lead,  became  of  a 
green  colour,  a  considerable  time  before  their 
complete  death,  which  did  not  take  place 
for  two  or  three  days.  In  a  solution  of  the 
oxymuriate  of  mercury,  these  plants  died 
■within  nearly  the  same  time  ;  but  absorp- 
tion appeared  to  be  much  less  active,  and 
did  not  exceed  a  certain  degiee ;  those 
flowers  only,  which  were  very  near  the  sur- 
face of  the  liquid,  being  changed  in  colour. 
The  solutions  of  mineral  iiiids  were  ab- 
sorbed so  rapidly,  that  the  flowers  of  violet 
became  red  even  before  they  had  lost  their 
odour,  nnd  the  course  of  absorption  was  dis- 
tinctly visible  by  the  progressive  discoloura- 
tion of  the  stalk.  In  all  these  experiments, 
■ome  flowers  of  the  some  specie*  were 


placed  in  pure  water,  to  serve  for  compari- 
son. The  flowers  of  Berberis  vulgaris,  if 
placed  in  common  water,  retain  for  several 
days  the  habit  of  contracting  their  stamina 
at  night,  and  the  same  periodical  move- 
ment, as  well  as  the  power  of  contracting 
after  any  mechanical  impulse,  is  also  re- 
tained by  the  leaves  of  the  Mimosa,  under 
the  same  circumstances.  If,  instead  of 
water,  a  solution  of  prussic  acid,  or  of  opium, 
be  used,  the  irritability  is  by  the  first  de- 
stroyed within  four  hours,  and  by  the  se- 
cond in  about  double  that  time,  the  flexi- 
bility of  the  leaves  and  flowers  remaining 
unchanged.  Iu  a  solution  of  arsenical  acid 
of  the  arseniate  of  soda,  or  oxymuriate  of 
mercury,  irritability  and  flexibility  were  de- 
stroyed within  three  hours.  If  firammonium, 
hyoscittmus,  or  momordica  elaterium,  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  action  of  their  own  poison- 
ous substances,  which  was  done  by  placing 
the  detached  leaves  of  these  plants  in  a  so- 
lution of  the  extracts,  or  expressed  juices, 
in  distilled  water,  (five  grains  to  an  ounce,) 
they  very  soon  shrunk,  and  died  within  an 
hour  or  two,  while  other  leaves,  placed  in 
a  solution  of  gum,  underwent  no  alteration 
whatever.  If  the  roots  of  the  plants  in 
question  wore  moistened  with  a  solution  of 
their  extracts,  they  gradually  lost  their  vi- 
gour, and  died  within  a  short  time.  It  seems, 
then,  that  the  juices  of  the  plants  in  question, 
which  are  deleterious  to  other  vegetables, 
are  poisons  to  the  very  planes  from  which 
they  are  extracted.  This  presents  a  strik- 
ing analog}'  between  the  animal  and  vege- 
table kingdom ;  for  it  is  well  known  that 
venomous  serpents  are  poisoned  by  their 
own  bile. 

According  to  M.Macaire,  the  resultsof  the 
latter  experiments  are  to  be  explained  either, 
1st,  By  the  chemical  alteration  which  the 
vegetable  juices  undergo  when  exposed  to 
the  atmospheric  air,  and  which  consists  in 
the  absorption  of  carbonic  acid,  and  the 
emission  of  oxygen  ;  or,  2dly,  By  supposing 
that  the  deleterious  principle  is,  in  the 
plant,  contained  in  peculiar  cnuals,  and  se- 
parated from  the  sap  by  a  sort  of  secretion. 
— dnnaU  de  Chim.  et  d  'e  Phyt. 


DFSCR1PTI0N  OP  THE  RUDIMENTS  OF  A  FOE- 
TUS, EXTRACTED  FROM  THE  TESTICLE  OP 
A  CHILD  SEVEN  MONTHS  OLD. 

Ily  Dr.  Wkndt,  of  Breslau. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Glcgau,  in 
Silesia,  the  wife  of  a  labourer  was  in  De- 
cember, delivered  of  a  healthy  male 
child,  which  during  six  months  enjoyed 
good  health  ;  but  having  after  this  period 
been  aflected  with  dysuria,  was  found  to 
have  a  hard  swelling  of  the  left  testicle, 
and  congenital  phimosis.  The  latter  having 
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been  removed  by  the  operation,  the  testicle 
rapidly  increased  in  size, so  that  the  scrotum 
at  last  huug  down  to  the  knees  ;  the  tumour 
had  an  uneven  surface,  was  very  hard,  and 
tender  on  pressure,  and  as  it  continued  to 
grow,  was  on  the  9th  of  July  removed.  The 
ligature  came  awuy  on  the  12th,  und  the 
wound  was  completely  heulcd  by  the  begin- 
ning of  .August. 

The  extirpated  testicle  was  four  inches 
and  a  quarter  iu  length,  and  two  and  a  quar- 
ter in  diameter;  it  weighed  seven  ounces, 
and  its  parenchyma  was  infiltrated  with  a 
greasy,  ichorous  matter,  of  a  yellow  colour. 
.No  trace  of  the  epididymis  could  be  found. 
'Ihe  tunica  vaginalis  being  opened,  a  solid 
oblong  body  was  exposed,  and  on  a  closer 
inspection,  found  to  be  a  thigh  bone,  without 
its  periosteum,  one  inch  and  a  half  in  length  ; 
iu  the  circumjacent  tissue,  the  rudiments  of 
several  other  bones  were  found,  which  on  a 
more  accurate  examination  proved  to  be  the 
pelvis  of  a  fa-tus  at  the  fourth  month  ;  the  os 
coccygis  was  very  much  curved;  the  sa- 
crum terminated  in  a  ligamentous  mass, 
which  appeared  to  represent  the  rudiments 
of  the  lumbar  vertebra,*.  1  ho  head  of  the 
right  thigh-bone  was  much  compressed, 
without  any  trace  of  the  neck,  although 
two  prominences,  resembling  the  trochan- 
ters, were  visible  ;  its  lower  end  terminated 
in  two  tuberosities,  representing  the  inter- 
nal and  external  condyles.  The  left  os 
pubis  and  the  ischium  were  totally  wanting  ; 
the  ilium,  which  was  well  formed,  had  at- 
tached to  its  semicircular  line  the  left  thigh 
hone,  which  was  only  three-fourths  of  an 
inch  in  length,  and  its  lower  extremity  bent 
backwards;  the  tibia  were  almost  entirely 
cartilaginous,  aud  were  separated  by  a  very 
thick  iuter-osseous  li  gament;  the  foot  was 
represented  by  a  coufused  cartilaginous 
mass,  without  auv  distinct  traces  of  toes.  No 
other  rudiments  of  any  fu-tal  organs  could 
be  found  in  the  testicle,  the  substance  of 
which  was  not  in  a  morbid  state,  except 
from  mechanical  pressure.  The  child  from 
which  it  had  been  removed  was,  five  years 
after  the  operation,  in  the  enjoyment  of  ex- 
cellent health — JJutlttin  des  Sc.JUed. 
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From  the  official  report  which  the  .S.»ciV<<? 
ttoyale  Je  Medicine  of  Marseilles  has  lately 
published,  on  the  mortality  from  small-pox 
during  the  last  epidemy,  aud  on  the  compa- 
rative frequency  of  the  disease  after  vacci-  ' 
nation,  it  appears,  that  of  .'30,000  vaccinated  i 
individual",  about  2000  were  affected  with! 
the  variolous  eruption,  which  in  20  cases  ter-  j 
initiated  fatally.    Of  8000  persons  who  had  [ 
neither  been   vaccinated   nor  inoculated, 
40(H)  were  infected  with  small-pox, of  whom 
iiO  less  than  jooo  died.   Of  20-X)  who  had 


been  affected  with  small-pox,  either  from 
inoculation  or  spontaneously,  20  had  a  se- 
cond attack  of  the  disease,  and  four  died. 

exostosis  or  rue  maxillary  sinus. 

Maria  Faella,  a  peasant  girl  at  a  village 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pavia,  had  from  her 
infancy  been  in  the  habitual  enjoyment  of 
good  health  up  to  her  eighteenth  year,  at 
which  period  a  tumour,  of  the  size  of  a  filbert, 
appeared  ou  the  left  upper  jaw,  and  gradu- 
ally, though  slowly,  increased  in  size.  Her 
menses  had  always  been  regular,  and  as  her 
general  health  was  undisturbed,  she  married 
in  her  20th  year,  and  toon  became  preg- 
nant. The  tumour  had,  at  this  time,  at- 
tained a  considerable  size,  was  free  from 
pain,  very  hard,  and  evidently  seated  in  the 
bone.  Several  external  remedies  having 
been  applied  without  any  effect,  Dr.  Atti, 
of  Pisa,  was  consulted,  who  perforated  the 
tumour,  and  by  introducing  a  needle,  endea- 
voured to  produce  caries,  and  a  subsequent 
exfoliation  of  the  exostosis.  This  was  also 
attended  with  no  success,  and  the  disease 
was  left  to  itself  for  four  years,  during 
which  lime  the  tumour  increased  in  breadth 
and  height,  so  as  to  project  about  two 
ioches,  and  forcibly  to  compress  the  nose, 
orbit,  and  mouth.  The  repeated  attacks  of 
iuflammatiou  of  the  eye,  resulting  from  this 
pressure,  had  produced  opacity  of  the  cor- 
nea. The  smell  on  the  leftside  of  the  naso 
was  destroyed,  the  mouth  distorted,  the  pa- 
lute  depressed,  the  movements  of  the  tongue 
and  deglutition  impeded,  and  hearing  con- 
siderably impaired  on  the  a  flee  ted  side. 
The  patient  was  examined  by  MM.  Yucca, 
Ucelli,  and  Puletta,  who  declared  the  dis- 
ease to  be  a  fungous  growth  of  the  maxil- 
lary sinus,  and  proposed  iU  removal  from 
the  cavity  of  the  mouth.  An  incision  was 
made  into  the  depression  of  the  palate,  and 
an  aval  piece  of  the  Osseous  paries  haviug 
been  removed  by  means  of  a  scalpel,  the 
operator  was  going  to  detach  the  tumour 
from  its  adhesion  with  the  bone,  when  a 
violent  haemorrhage  from  the  substance  of 
the  morbid  grow  th  occurred,  and  produced 
repeated  attacks  of  syncope,  which  sus- 
pcuded  the  further  progress  of  the  opera- 
tion. The  bleeding  was  arrested  by  the 
introduction  of  lint,  dipped  iu  ice- water  and 
vinegar.  Prom  the  small  piece  of  bone 
which  had  been  removed,  it  appear od  that 
the  tumour  consisted  of  an  oateo-fungoid 
mass,  and  w  as  covered  at  its  lower  part  by 
a  very  thin  osseous  lamina.  Three  days  after 
the  operation,  the  surgeon  endeavoured  to 
introduce  his  linger  into  the  opening,  aud 
to  detach  a  larger  portion  of  the  fungous 
growth,  when  the  lurmoribnge  recurred 
with  thtf  sume  violence  as  before.  All 
further  attempts  were  accordingly  desisted 
fi.om,  im4  the  haemorrhage  having  beeu  ar- 
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rested,  the  wound  was  dressed  with  balsam, 

and,  in  order  to  check  the  ulterior  growth 
of  the  tumour,  it  wa9  thought  advisable  to 
keep  up  suppuration  of  the  parts  ;  but  on  the 
eighth  day  after  the  first  operation  the  wound, 
aud,  within  a  short  time  afterwards,  the 
neighbouring  organs  became  gangrenous  ;  si 
line  of  demai cation  soon  formed,  but  all  the 
teeth  of  the  upper  jaw,  the  alveolar  process, 
two  thirds  of  the  bony  palate,  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  vomer,  the  left  nasal  and  inferior 
turbinated  bone,  marly  half  of  the  molar 
bone,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  upper 
jaw,  either  came  away,  or  were  extracted  by 
the  forceps.    The  lacrimal  bone  was  dis 
charged  from  an  abscess  which  formed  on 
the  cheek,  the  other  bones  by  the  mouth 
and  noee.     The  operation  had  been  per- 
formed on  the  2^1  of  June,  and  the  parts 
were  perft  ctly  healed  on  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember    Annali  di  Medicina. 


TO 


JAMES  JOHNSTONE, 

Post-Offic«-M.D., 
Of  the  Unvomity  of 


«  men"  and  "measures 


Dfar  "Dub,"— Having  wandered  through 
that  fairy-land  of  romantic  vituperation— 
the  second  volume  of  your  fellow-graduate's 
miscellanv— ullow  us  to  present  you  with 
another  offering  of  flowers,  selected  from 
that  ««  Araby"  of  the  heart,  on  which  you 
and  your  brother  Roderick  may  regale  your- 
selves, like  the  two  kings  of  Brenta,  smell- 
ing to  oue  rose.  Should  this  bouquet  of  the 
affections  torture  the  senses  by  the  union 
of  its  odours,  pray  do  not  give  us  credit  for 
your  "  aromatic  pain,"  for,  as  Mr.  Moore 
sings  of  his  harp, — 

<«   —  'tis  your  glory  alone  ; 

We  are  but  as  the  wind  passing  heedlessly 
over, 

And  all  the  wild  sweetness  we  wake  is 
your  own." 

In  the  former  volume,  which  we  examined 
on  a  late  occasion,  your  friend  Macleod, 
the  mail  coach  doctor,  seems  to  have  labour- 
ed under  some  restraint — to  bave  dreaded 
the  indulgence  of  his  natuial  feelings ;  but,  ia 
the  present,  his  innate  propensities  ope- 
rate unchecked,  and  he  riots  in  all  the  end- 
less exuberance  of  his  dulness  and  malig- 
nity. Low  as  had  been  his  estimate  of  his 
disciples'  taste  and  disposition,  the  extent 
of  the  vitiation  of  both  appears  to  have  been , 
even  to  himself,  a  discovery  of  which,  how- 
hind  it  are  perfectly  transparent.  The  young  j  ever,  he  certainly  makes  the  most  in  his 


DOUBLE  PUPIL  IN  ONE  EVE. 

A  remarkable  case  of  double  pupil  was 
observed  by  Professor  Pacini,  of  Lucca,  in 
a  young  man  who,  in  his  childhood,  had, 
from  an  unknown  external  cause,  been  af- 
fected with  chronic  inflammation  of  the  left 
eye,  which  had  left  it  in  the  following 
state : — The  external  parts  of  the  eye  are 
healthy,  the  cornea  is  perfectly  tiauspa- 
rent,  except  at  its  external  part,  where  there 
is  a  small  pterygium  ;  the  pupil  is  elliptic, 
the  fourth  part  of  a  line  in  height,  and  one 
line  in  breadth,  and  immoveable  even  in  the 
strongest  light.  The  upper  eye-lid  being 
raised,  another  pupil,  three  lines  and  a 
half  in  its  largest,  and  one  line  in  its  small- 
est diameter,  is  discovered  at  the  upper 
portion  of  the  iris  ;  it  is  somewhat  directed 
towards  the  internal  angle  of  the  eye,  and 
likewise  insensible  to  light.    The  parts  be 


man  is  long  sighted,  and  squints,  the  left 
eye  being  constantly  turned  towards  the 
nose  ;  whenever  he  looks  at  an  object  with 
both  eyes,  he  sees  it  simple  and  distinct ; 
if  the  healthy  eye  be  closed,  and  the  acces- 
sory pupil  covered,  the  object  appears  con- 
fused, but  if  seen  with  the  superior  pupil 
only,  it  appears  simple  and  distinct.  When- 
ever lie  looks  with  the  morbid  eye  at  an  ob- 
ject placed  before  him,  he  sees  us  right  half 
only,  and  that  double;  in  order  to  see  it 
simple,  he  is  forced  to  direct  the  eye  to- 
wards the  external  angle,  and  even  then  the 
right  hulf  is  seen  more  distinctly  and  some- 
what higher  than  the  other.  Objects  ap- 
pear of  the  same  size,  w  hether  seen  with  the 
morbid  or  healthy  eye  ;  and  continue  d  exer- 
tion of  the  foimer  produces  a  disagreeable 
sensation  in  the  intenor  of  the  globe,  so  that 
he  is  obliged  repeatedly  to  close  the  eye- 
lids.— Juurn.  des  Progr, 


subsequent  use  oi  the  secret.    Adapting,  in 
the  commencement  of  his  career,  the  viru- 
lence of  his  comments  to  the  conjectured 
capacity  of  his  constituents  for  slander,  ho 
oradually  increases  the  strength  of  the  dose 
as  he  proceeds,  until,  in  the  potion  before 
us,  he  revives,  intellectually,  the  physical 
phenomenon  of  Jklithridates,  by  demonstrat- 
ing that  the  faction,  to  which  he  has  become 
poison- vender,  can  subsist  on  venom  alone, 
without  a  revulsion  of  the  mental  system. 
In  this  second  monument  of  his  abusive 
industry,  no  qualms  of  moderation  mitigate 
his  malevolence;  the  affected  mildness  of 
timidity  and  reserve,  with  which  the  first 
produc  ts  of  his  labour  were  blended,  has 
passed  away  in  the  progressive  ehullition  of 
his  malice,  aud  we  have  here  collected,  in 
this  foul  reservoir  of  envious  scurrility,  the 
pure,  unadulterated  essence  of  hatred  and 
revenge.    In  the  administration  of  his  ca- 
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lumniotu  philter  to  his  deluded  admirers,  he  even  if  he  thought  so,  he  would  hesitate  to 
does  not  altogether  forget  the  rules  of  his  inake  the  statement,  through  a  natural  ap- 
art:  *«  good  feeling"  was  once  the  adju-  prehension  of  not  beintr  believed  :  tlie  doc- 
vant  wiih  which  ho  sweetened  the  potion  ;  tor,  h-jwever,  neither  doubts  nor  dreads  dis- 
44  measures,  not  men,"  is  now  the  corrigent .  belief,  but,  depending,  we  presume,  on  the 
employed  to  make  it  sit  easy  on  the  sto-  resources  of  rhetoric  to  save  his  consistency, 
roach  of  his  victims.  Let  us  sec  how  he  states  a  conjecture  with  all  the  force  of  a 
keeps  this  promise  to  the  ear,  and  breaks  '  known  fact.  Any  other  individual,  not 
it  to  the  understanding.  .  even  a  professor  of  Roderick's  principle  of 


In  his  preface  to  the  volume  before  us, ,  attacking 


"  measures"  not  44  men,"  might 


we  find  him  sparing  "men"  and  assailing  he  inclined  to  save  appearances,  whatever 

44  measures,"  with  a  propriety  of  feeling  his  real  motives  might  be,  by  assigning  the 

and  precision   of  etiquette  at  which  the  error  of  a  proposition,  and  not  its  impu- 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  might  deuce,  as  a  reason  for  its  rcfutatiou  ;  but  no 

not  take  umbrage: — "  We  have  A-arh-.ss'y  such  specious  artifice  influences  the  conduct 

denounced  the  system  of  literary  plunder,  of  the  doctor,  who  relies  on  the  metonyini- 

and  personal  Shuse,  which  had  degraded  i  cnl  powers  of  his  pen  to  transmute  the  im- 


medical  literature  ;  and  opposed  our  earnest 
and  sincere  efforts  against  the  tide  of  de- 
traction which  was  so  rapidly  undermining 
the  reputHtion  of  the  profession.    With  a 


pudeuce  of  an  opinion,  not  only  into  a  good 
argument  for  its  correction,  but  also  with- 
out giviug  the  slightest  ollVncc.  In  the 
following  passage  lie  extends  his  arbitrary 


view  to  effect  this,  we  have  not  hesitated  :  use  of  language  still  farther,  and  indulges  in 


to  tear  the  musk  from  the  face  of  the  im- 
postor, and  show  him  in  his  native  hideous- 
ness."  This,  indeed,  is  not  bad  for  a  begin- 
ning, considering  that  44  measures,"  not 
"  men,"  were  the  objects  of  attack  !  The 
mail  coach  graduat,  in  medicine,  however, 
appears  to  be  more  of  the  rhetorician  than 
the  reasoner ;  he  addresses  himself  more  to 
the  imagination  and  the  passions  than  to 
the  understanding.  By  some  such  hypo- 
thesis alone  can  he  be  rescued  from  the 
dilemma  of  self-contradiction  :  thus,  in  the 
present  instance,  by  a  skilful  use  of  that 
lively  figure  of  rhet  oric,  called  metonymy, 
which  enables  a  writer  to  dispense  with  the 
literal  interprepation  of  words,  he  insensi- 
bly substitutes  the  agent  for  the  act,  and 


more  daring  figures  of  speech,  thus : — • 
'• 14  The  Editor  of  The  Lancet  is  delighted  ; 
he  sees,  in  prospect,  fresh  characters  to  be 
sacrificed,  and  gloats  on  the  victims  of  a 
new  calumniator."  The  art  of  persuasion, 
as  rhetoric  has  been  defined,  sanctions  no 
bolder  meais  of  attaining  its  objects  than 
that  by  which  a  writer,  or  speaker,  ex- 
changes identity  with  an  opponent,  and 
presumes  to  describe  what  is  passing  in  the 
"  enemy's  camp."  This  grand  manoeuvre 
of  oratory  is  not  only  exemplified,  but  even 
exceeded,  in  the  sentence  quoted  by  Rode- 
rick, who,  having  insinuated  himself  into 
Lie  antagonist's  breast,  not  only  sees  the 
present,  but  also  the  future,  condition  of  its 
feelings.    After  this  splendid  specimen  of 


assaults  "  measures"  by  the  figurative  ap-  metathesis,  by  which  he  incorporates  bim- 
pellation  of  "men."    With  the  assistance  I  self  with,  or  trunsforms  himself  into,  the 


of  this  explanatory  key,  the  obscurity  of 
the  doctor's  composition  isentirelv  removed  ; 
and  such  imputations  as  *•  delinquency,  de- 
traction, imposture,  and  atrocity,"  become 
the  current  coin  of  politeness  and  complai- 
sance ;  these  terms  of  personal  reprouch 
being,  of  course,  intended  to  express  some- 
thing  ditY.'i  *  nt  ftvm  their  ordinary  meaning. 
We  agreeably  avail  ourselves  of  this  clue  to 
the  mysterious  labyrinths  of  his  style  to  lead 
us  out  of  the  darkness  of  the  following  pas- 
sage, peculiarly  distinguished  for  the  l-old- 
nossot'its  assertion,  logical  accuracy, ineffen- 
sive  phraseology,  and  homogenity  of  senti- 
ment with  the  writer's  profusions: — 44  After 
a  month's  preparation,  an  answer  has  been 
published,  to  which  we  should  not  have  re- 
plied,  but  for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out 
the  impudence  of  its  misrepresentations." 
Many  of  tiio  characteristics  of  the  doctor's 
writing  are  contained  within  the  limits  even 
of  this  short  phrase.    Another  writer  would 


Kditorof  The  Lancet,  the  next  quotation 
should  neither  surprise  us  by  the  audacity 
of  its  assertion  nor  by  the  virulence  of  its 
sentimeut :— "  In  the  records  of  literary 
atrocity,"  he  says,  44  we  have  met  nothing 
more  monstrous  than  the  conduct  to  which 
the  Editor  of  The  Lancet  pleads  guilty  in 
hi*  last  Number."  We  were  wrong  in  pre- 
paring the  reader  against  surprise  at  this 
passage  ;  on  reconsidering  it,  we  perceive 
it  contains  a  difficulty  which  is  scarcely  ex- 
plicable by  the  help  of  even  the  doctor's 
licentious  use  of  rhetoric  ;  for,  though  it 
may  he  allowable  to  represent  a  man  guilty 
of  monstrous  atrocities,  the  improbability  of 
his  acknowledgment  of  -such  crimes  is  not 
so  readily  digested.  We  have  no  doubt, 
however,  that  the  author  of  the  subsequent 
fragment  of  eloquence,  in  the  pathetic  line, 
would  be  aide,  from  his  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  all  the  figures  of  speech,  to  fur- 
nish us  with  a  precedent  for  the  practice, 


doubt  that  a  mouth  could  be  employed  inland  clear  up  the  apparent  obscurity  of  his 
composing  a  few  pages  of  The  Lancet}  and,  meaning  : — "  When  we  behold,"  exclaims 
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the  indignant  rhetorician,  "  the  unprovoked 
aggressions  of  bold,  had  men, on  the  feelings 
and  property  of  individuals,  do  we  not  glow 
with  indignation,  and  long  to  see  justice 
done  to  the  injured  parties?"  "  Poor,  vir- 
tuous people!"  exclaimed  Robespierre, 
with  a  peculiur  unction  of  intonation,  on 
seeing  the  Sans  Culottes  ornamenting  their 
pikes  with  the  heads  of  their  victims,  dur- 1 
iug  the  French  Revolution.  "  Do  we  noti 
long  to  see  justice  done  to  the  injured  par- 
ties 1 "  cries  Roderick,  on  casting  a  sympa- 
thetic glance  on  the  calumniated  execution- 
ers of  the  Loudon  Hospitals.  Congenial 
spirits  speak  a  kindred  dialect,  though  born 
in  distant  countries  ;  the  hypocritical  phrase 
of  the  sanguinary  jacobin  of  Paris  admits, 
at  least,  of  an  easy  translation  into  the  Pha- 
risaical cant  of  the  cat's-paw  of  corruption  in 
London. 

W  ith  the  commeucement  of  another  vo- 
lume, we  arrive  at  a  new  era  in  the  philan- 
thropic labours  of  your  amiable  friond  Rode- 
rick. An  opportunity,  worthy  of  the  exer- 
cise of  his  talents,  fortunately  presented 
itself  about  this  period,  in  the  legal  pro- 
ceedings of  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  to  prove 
to  the  people  of  Dngland  his  skill  and  dex- 
terity as  a  lithotomist.  To  discuss  the  de- 
tails of  this  "  Waterloo"  between  the  me- 
dical press  and  the  hospital  surgeons  of 
London,  with  the  name  of  whose  hero 
British  nurses  scare  their  babes  into  repose, 
as  Mohamedan  mothers  used  to  do  formerly 
with  that  of  Scanderberg,  or  Sobicski,  would 
be  now  a  Work  of  supererogation.  The  use 
alone  which  has  been  made  of  the  occasion 
claims  our  present  consideration.  To  qua- 
lify himself  for  the  office  of  an  impartial 
judge,  and  a  competent  legal  authority  in 
the  pending  suit,  he  first  favours  us  with 
bis  opinion  of  the  merits  and  demerits  of 
"  trial  by  jury."  "  W  e  have  always  (says 
Roderick,  who  shines  as  conspicuously  as 
a  civilian  as  a  rhetorician)  looked  on  trial 
by  jury  as  a  bulwark  against  political  inno- 
vation, rather  than  as  the  most  desirable 
method  of  dispensing  justice  between  man 
and  mau.  This  object,  we  think,  would  be 
much  better  attained  by  refeiring  the  matter 
at  issue  to  the  decision  of  one  intelligent, 
cultivated  mind,  accustomed  to  view  such 
cases  in  all  their  bearings,  and  too  acute 
in  estimating  the  value  of  arguments  to  be 
misled  by  the  special  pleading  of  counsel  on 
either  side."  From  the  chord  which  the 
minstrel  strikes  in  tins  prelude,  the  charac- 
ters of  the  subsequent  performance  may  be 
predicted  with  tolerable  accuracy.  Trial  by 
jury  is  a  very  good  thing  to  oppose  political 
innovation;  trial  by  jury  is  not  so  good 
for  dispensing  justice  between  man  and 
mau  ;  tbat  is,  when  its  utility  does  not 
place  our  own  neck  in  danger,  it  is  excel- 
lent ;  but,  when  it  threatens  that  member 


with  a  halter,  it  is  execrable !   The  reason- 
ing, on  Roderick's  part,  is  conclusive ; 
though  we  may  uot  be  sufficiently  acute  to 
perceive  how  trial  by  jury  should  be  useful 
for  opposing  political  innovation,  and  unfits 
at  the  same  time,  for  dispensing  justice 
between  man  and  man,  the  prevention  of 
oppression  and  the  parties  being  precisely 
alike  in  both  cases.    An  institute,  which  is 
here  considered  competent  to  protect  a  peo- 
ple from  the  encroachments  of  despotism, 
might,  by  any  less  enlightened  jurist,  be 
thought  quite  powerful  enough  to  shield 
one  individual  from  the  aggressions  of  ano- 
ther.    Roderick,  however,   thinks  other- 
wise, and  would  prefer  the  caprice  of  one 
"  cultivated  mind"  to  the  opinion  of  twelve 
honest  men.    Had  the  recollection  of  the 
jury,  which  awarded  him  live  pounds  da- 
mages, on  a  recent  occasion,  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  tirade  against  trial  by  jury  1  We 
merely  throw  out  the  hint,  without  any 
intention  of  imputing  improper  motives. 

The  jury-system  being  thus  summarily 
disposed  of,  the  character  of  the  defendant 
naturallv  comes  under  that  anathema  pro* 
nounced  against  an  institute,  to  say  any 
thing  in  the  praise  of  which  would  be  nearly 
as  ridiculous  as  Roderick's  abuse  of  it.  By 
way,  we  presume,  of  exciting  odium  against 
the  defendant,  we  are  told,  that,  "  like 
Cobbett  and  Hunt,  he  intends,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  conduct  his  own  cause."  The 
facilities  which  the  rules  of  rhetoric  supply, 
for  lowering  or  exalting  any  subject,  are 
perpetually  tempting  Roderick  to  their 
abuse,  even  in  matters  of  law  aud  common 
sense  :  the  just  application  of  the  "  simile," 
in  this  instance,  is  truly  admirable,  being 
founded  on  the  single  poiut  of  resemblance, 
of  Cobbett  or  Hunt  having  pleaded  his 
own  case,  though,  in  every  other  circum- 
stance, the  persons  assimilated  are  essen- 
tially dissimilar.  Nothing  easier  than  to 
make  "  similes"  on  this  principle^so  much 
30,  indeed,  that  we  are  tempted  to  try  our 
hand  at  one.  Thus : — a  jack  ass  (we  beg 
the  beast's  pardon  for  placing  bim  in  the 
present  company)  is  well  known  to  have  a 
mouth,  eyes, ears  in  abundance,  and  a  souo- 
rous  kind  of  voice,  vulgarly  called  braying  : 
lloderick  Mackleod,  mail-coach  physician,  is 
also  blessed  with  these  organs, and — brays: 
ergo,  Roderick  Macleod, according  to  his  own 
si^dard  of  similitude,  must  be  a  perfect 
facsimile  of  a. — jackass!  We  congratulate 
him  on  the  likeness,  which  of  course  must 
be  true  to  the  life,  being  the  production  of 
his  own  accurate  pencil.  Tl:e  defendant 
being  sunk  in  the  parallel  with  Mr.  Cob- 
bett, his  witnesses  are  next  called  up  for 
judgment,  and  should  not  expect  to  be 
treated  more  leniently  than  the  jury  and 
defendant,  by  the  Rhadamanthus  of  Pater- 
Doster  Row,  who  hands  the  whole  batch 
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OTer  to  the  penalties  of  infamy  in  the  fol- 
lowing merciful  sentence: — "  When  we 
look  on  the  list  of  witnesses  for  the  defen- 
dant, we  are  lost  in  astonishment  at  his 
audacity  in  attempting  to  substantiate  a 
serious  charge  by  such  incompetent  wit- 
nesses. We  know  not  at  which  most  to 
marvel,  his  effrontery  in  acknowledging 
such  worthless  associates,  or  his  folly  in 

trusting  to  them,  one  of  whom  only  seems  i  whose  witnesses  were 
to  have  been  less  igno:ant  of  the  matter 
than  himself.  Such  are  the  friends  of  The 
Lancet — such  the  men  who  have  dared  to 
pass  their  judgment  on  an  operation  which 
only  one  of  them  had  ever  peifurmed  !  " — 
From  this  grave  indictment  two  charges 
agaiust  the  witnesses  are  clearly  deducible  : 
the  first  implies  that  they  were,  from  their 
character,  unworthy  of  belief, on  their  oath, 
the  second  asserts  that  they  were  incom- 
petent to  give  evideuce  on  a  subject  of 
which  they  were  ignorant, never,  themselves, 
having  performed  the  operation  of  litho- 
tomy. Of  the  circumstances  which  render 
them  unworthy  of  credence,  we  can  notice 


An  oath  pro,  and  an  oath  eon,  however,  are 

two  very  different  things  in  the  logic  of  par- 
tizanship  ;  so  much  so,  that  the  one  is  al- 
ways true,  and  the  oilier  always  false.  Yet, 
making  every  allowance  for  this  friendly 
feeling,  it  is  extremely  odd  that  Roderick 
should  have  objected  to  the  testimony  of 
clanship  in  the  case  of  the  defendant,  and 
pass  that  of  the  plaintiff  over  in  silence, 

all,  one  way  or 
another,  polluted  by  connexion  and  patro- 
nage. The  second  count  in  the  indictment 
is  supported  by  arguments  equally  conclu- 
sive and  consistent :  it  states  that  the  wit- 
nesses never  performed  the  operation  of 
lithotomy,  therefore  they  were  incompe- 
tent to  deliver  an  opinion  on  the  question  at 
issue  !  This  decision  holds  out  rather  a 
fearful  prospect  for  young  lithotomists,  and 
old  martyrs  to  the  stone ;  it  prevents,  in 
fact,  the  former  from  ever  attempting  the 
operation,  and,  by  inference,  precludes  the 
latter  from  the  hopes  of  relief.  For,  if  it  be 
unjustifiable  to  pronouuee  an  opinion  on  the 
manner  in  which  the  operation  should  be 


but  a  few,  which,  however,  may  serve  as  performed  without  actual  experience,  it 
specimens  of  Roderick's  reasoning  on  these  1  ought,  surely,  according  to  all  ideas  of  pro- 
topics.  Due  of  them,  says  Roderick,  was  !  portion  belweeu  punishment  and  crime,  to 
a  polatoo  merchant ;  ergo,  his  oath  goes  for  be  nothing  less  titan  death  by  the  law,  to 
nothing  !  The  syllogism  put  into  form,  attempt  the  operation  itself  without  this 
therefore,  stands  thus:  merchant,  potatoes,  J  qualification  of  experience,  which,  however, 
perjury!  The  chaiu  of  induction  is  com-  |  no  operator,  in  his  first  incisions  in  the  peri- 
plete  ,  but,  if  selling  potatoes  tends  to  false  |  neuin,  can  ever  possess!  If  an  operator  is 
6 wearing,  what  man,  according  to  Rode-  i  never  to  undertake  the  tnsk  of  cutting  for 
rick's  logic,  can  believe  the  guilty  wretch  j  the  stone  until  he  has  first  removed  one, 
who  eats  them  ?  Tor  the  huiiour  of  that  i  why  he  may  remain  all  his  life  with  an  un- 
truly Irish  root,  we  must  demur  to  Rode-  j  stained  scalpel  in  his  hand,  suspended  be- 
rick's  conclusion,  that  either  selliug,  buy- 1  tween  the  hope  of  success  and  the  fear  of 


ing,  or  eating  potatoes,  has  auy  tendency 
whatever  to  perjury.  In  the  next  instance, 
Roderick  is  equally  happy  in  his  ratiocina- 
tion; another  of  the  witnesses,  he  repre- 
sents as  haviug  lived  with  a  gentleman 
who  married  a  relation  of  the  defend- 
ant ;  ergo,  his  abjuration  is  incredible. 
The  proposition,  therefore,  stands  thus: 
relationship,  matrimony,  false  swearing ! 
The  married  men  and  the  bachelors  are  j 
deeply  interested  in  this  convincing  argu- 
ment; the  former  should  take  care  how 
they  yield  to  the  matrimonial  temptation  to 
perjury  ;  the  latter  should  remain  in  a  state 


failure,  like  the  metaphysical  donkey  be* 
tween  the  two  bundles  of  hay,  which  was 
starved  while  deliberating  on  which  of  them 
he  should  regale  himself  first.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  a  student's  knowledge  qualify 
him,  (as  indeed  it  always  must,)  for  putting 
in  jeopardy  the  life  of  a  fellow-creature, 
would  not  any  one,  less  refined  in  his  no- 
tions of  propriety  than  Roderick,  think  tb.it 
the  information  which  was  sulficieut  in  a 
case  of  life  or  death,  would  be  more  than 
satisfactory  in  a  mere  opinion  on  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  operation  should  be  exe- 
cuted I  Did  not  Mr.  Rransby  Cooper  him* 
of  ;<  single  blessedness,"  lest  their  vera-  I  self  extract  his  first  calculus  on  the  strength 
city  should  be  sacrificed,  along  with  their  I  of  this  presumption  I  Nay,  does  not  Rode- 
liberty,  on  the  altars  of  Hymen  and  Cupid.  |  rick  himself,  who,  we  dare  say,  neither  ever 
L'pou  these  substantial  grounds,  Roderick  performed  this  operatiou,  nor  was  present 
is  petrified  with  astonishment  that  any  jury  at  the  one  in  question,  consider  himself  per- 
would  pay  the  slightest  regard  to  the  oaths  {  fectly  competent  to  discuss  and  decide  on 
of  individuals  who  were  known  to  have  been  |  every  particular  of  the  case  1  The  jury,  de- 
guiltyof  the  crimes  of  dealing  in  potatoes  and  feudant,  and  his  witnesses,  being  severally 


the  "  fair  sex  ;"  yet  it  is  a  tnelaucholy  fict,  J  set  aside,  Sir  James  Scarlett  is  introduced 
that  a  jury  would  ask  no  better  evidence  than  on  the  canvass,  in  all  the  pomp  of  panegyric, 
the  oath  of  anyone  of  these  attainted  wit-  "  Next  in  order  of  succession,"  says  Ro- 


an y 
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the  legal  lime,  in,  front  of  the  OldUoiley  !  I  James  Scarlett,  probably  oae  of  the  most 


Roderick  himself,  for  derick,  "  we  come  to  the 


says 
soeech  of  Sir 
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splendid  efforts  of  forensic  eloquence  that 
ever  was  made  !    For  tome  idea  of  it  we 
must  refer  to  our  report,  but  no  words  can 
convey  an   adequate  conception    of  the 
masterly  and  impassioned  manner  in  which 
he  sketched  the  education  and  career  of  his 
client,  and  contrasted  them  with  the  ob- 
scure origin  and  worthless  career  of  his  !ra- 
ducer,  who,  like  the  foul  raven,  feeds  on  all 
that  cleanlier  natures  loathe."    When  a 
writer  turns  commentator  on  himself,  the 
criticism  of  another  hand  would  be  quite 
superfluous:   we  shall  allow  Roderick  to 
speak  his  opinions,  on  another  occasion,  on 
the  estimation  in  which  he  holds  the  forensic 
eloquence  of  counsel,  by  way  of  illustrating 
the  preceding  passage.    When  treating  of 
the  retreat  of  Mr.  Guthrie,  Roderick  thus 
expresses  himself:—."  He  (Mr.  Guthrie) 
might  have  remembered  that,  in  such  cases, 
the  representations  of  council  are  always  re- 
ceived with  limitation,  and  looked  upon  as 
the  purchased  services  of  the  hireling  who 
sells  a  given  quantity  of  abuse  for  its  equiva- 
lent in   gold,  and,  smothering   his  real 
opinions  and  feelings,  prostitutes  his  talents 
to  the  first  thnt  fees  him,  however  despicable 
and  degraded,  just  as  the  harlot  dues  her 
person  to  the  first  who  beckons  her  with 
money  in  his  hand,  however  loathsome,  or 
however  vile  !"  Eh  I  Sir  James,  what  think 
you  of  the  versatile  pencil  of  your  glowing 
encomiast  now  ?    As  Hamlet  has  it,  "look 
upon  this  picture  and  on  that,"  and  say  for 
which  of  them  have  you  sat  1    But  be  not 
alarmed :  it  is  the  peculiar  privilege  of 
genius  to  exalt  or  depress  objects  accord- 
ing to  its  caprice,  or  the  necessity  of  the 
occasion.    Roderick's  genius  lies  in  fiction, 
and  naturally  imitates  the  eccentricities  of 
the  poets.    In  the  present  instance,  he  ap- 
pears to  have  followed  no  less  a  model  than 
Simonides.    This  respectable  old  writer  of 
elegy,  who,  it  is  said,  was  more  mercenary 
than  "  bard  beseems,"  was  once  requested, 
by  a  Grecian  squire,  to  celebrate,  in  a  trium- 
phal ode,  the  victory  of  a  pair  of  mules  in 
the  chariot  races ;   considering  tho  sum 
offered  too  little  for  his  trouble,  lie  apolo- 
gised by  stating,  that  he  did  not  consider 
the  animals  sufficiently  noble  to  be  dignified 
by  the  praises  of  bis  muse ;  a  larger  sum 
being  promised,  the  bard  reconsidered  the 
subject,  and  looking  now  to  the  nobility  of 
the  mules  on  the  maternal  side  alone  of  their 
genealogy,  he  immediately  celebrated  their 
triumph  in  one  of  his  choicest  odes,  com- 
mencing thus: — Xaiptr'  'ac\\oir6fc>v  $Vya- 
rpfs  iwttcov.  Thus  it  entirely  depends  on  the 
source  of  a  brief,  and  his  own  interest,  in 
«rhat  light  a  counsel's  pleadings  are  viewed 
by  Roderick  :  if  the  brief  be  derived  from 
the  hostile  side  of  the  court,  the  mercenary- 
origin  of  forensic  oratory  stamps  it  at  once 
as  the  worthless  production  of  prostituted 


talents  :  if  the  brief,  on  the  other  hand,  be 

held  from  the  party  in  whose  pay  Roderick 
happens  to  be,  the  venal  lineage  of  elo- 
quence is  altogether  set  aside,  and  the  advo- 
cate becomes  instantly  a  downright  De- 
mosthenes!   The  flexibility  of  Roderick's 
standard  (the  bull  will  be  excused  in  an 
Irishman)  for  estimating  the  comparative 
merit  of  forensic  oratory,  will  be  still  more 
apparent  in  the  following  description  of  the 
defence  against  Sir  James  Scarlett : — "it  was 
false  in  statement,  sophistical  in  argument, 
coarse  in  language,  and  diabolical  in  ten- 
dency."  These  qualities  of  oratory  are 
satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  Roderick, 
who  says  that  the  defendant,  during  the 
delivery  of  his  defence,  "  frequently  drank 
what  appeared  to  be  brandy  aud  water." 
The  character  of  the  defence  is  summed  up, 
generally,  in  the  following  description  :— 
"  we  find  the  general  opinion  to  correspond 
with  what  we  expressed  last  week,  that  the 
defendant  had  managed  his  cause  in  a  very 
bungling  manner ;  and  the  estimation  in 
which  he  and  his  witnesses  were  held  by 
judge  and  jury,  is  apparent  from  the  charge 
of  the  one  and  the  decision  of  the  other." 
The  talents  which  we  have  shown  Roderick 
to  possess  for  rhetoric  and  ratiocination, 
save  us  the  trouble  of  examining  the  argu- 
ments severally,  by  which  he  arrives  at  the 
preceding  inferences,  which  we  state  more 
for  corroboration   than  discussion.  Ro- 
derick always  finds  what  he  seeks  for  in  the 
composition  of  his  opponents,  his  wishes,  on 
these  occasions,  being  the  parent  of  his 
opinions  ;  we  can,  therefore,  readily  enough 
understand  how  he  discovered  the  false- 
hood, sophistry,  coarseness,  and  devilism, 
of  the  defendant's  reply  to  evidence  ;  but 
we  cannot  so  readily  perpeive  how  he 
learned,  through  the  help  of  vision  alone, 
that  there  was  brandy  in   the  speaker's 
glass  !    We  are  net  at  ull  defending  Mr. 
Wakley  from  the  charge  of  refreshing  him- 
self under  such  fatiguing  circumstances,  by 
the  use  of  stimulants :  for  we  would  cer- 
tainly think  the  less  of  him  and  his  oration, 
if  we  thought  that  one  drop  of  water  bad 
been  mingled  with  his  beverage,  while  com- 
posing or  delivering  such  an  able  state- 
ment, on  the  principle  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
scale  of  drinking ;  via.,  «'  claret  for  boys, 
port  fur  men,  and  brandy  for  kenm."  We 
merely  wonder  at  the  manner  in  which  the 
cogniac  was  detected  in  the  crystal ;  but,  to 
Roderick,  all  things  are  easy  ;  and  we  have 
no  doubt  that,  were  it  necessary  for  a  more 
thorough   vilification  of    the  defendant's 
character,  Roderick  would  not  only  have 
transmuted  the  clear  lymph  into  alcohol,  but 
would  also  have  changed  its  colour  at  his 
command,  iike  that  "  modest  water"  at  the 
marriage  feast  in  Galilee,  which,  according 
lo  .  Dry  don's  pujnpbrase  of  the  miracle,  "  saw 
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its  God,  and  blushed."  With  respect  to  the 

accordance  between  the  mail- conch  gradu- 
at/s  opinion,  and  that  of  the  public,  on  the 
nature  and  result  of  this  celebrated  trial,  we 
shall  decline  speaking  ourselves,  considering 
it  a  very  unnecessary,  if  not  u  presumptuous, 
task  to  oiler  any  views  on  the  question, 
when  other  writers  are   to   be  found  to 
answer  this  purpose  so  much  better  than 
ourselves.    The  urst  we  shall  confront  with 
Roderick  is  a  writer  in  the  last  number  of 
"  The  New  Monthly  Magazine,''  who  snys.  ' 
"  the  most  singular  circumstance  in  this  I 
trial  was,  that  while  the  defendant  brought 
forward  numerous  witnesses,  aH  present  at 
the  operation  in  question,  to  justify  his  aver- ! 
rucnts,  the  plaintiff  only  produced  one  such  ' 
person  present,  but  several  as  to  character.  \ 
The  eiidence  leaned  decidedly  for  the  defendant. 
The  plaintiff's  character  could  weigh  little  ' 
against  direct  evidence.    Bill  it  st  ems  the 
jury  took  into  account  the  mode  in  which 
the  alleged  libel  was  worded.    This  triiluitl 
lie  a  public  good.    Many  clever  surgeons  who  ' 
i  au  operate  well  before  two  or  three  indi- 
vidual*, aie  too  nervous  for  their  work,  stir-  ; 
rounded  by  two  or  three  hundred  of  the 
profession,  young  and  old."    This  is  the 
opinion  of  the  leading  Whig  Magazine  :  let 
us   see    what    its   contemporary,    *'  The 
Monthly  Magazine,"  and  pink  of  Toryism, 
has  to  say  on  the  matter  :  "  The  verdict  was 
certainly  not  within  our  calculation  ;  but, 
with  the  Bench,  we  have  no  design  to  war. 
The  figure  made  by  Sir  A.  Cooper  was  I 
rather  curious;  und  we  think  his  absence  I 
would  have  done  him  full  as  much  credit,  j 
Mr.  B.  Cooper,  however,  gained  a  verdict, 
and  we  are  satisfied  the  experience  acquired 
on  this  occasion)  will  be  of  service  to  him  in 
future.    On  the  debated  question  whether  J 
the  Editor  of  The  Lancet  was  actuated  by 
malice,  we  shall  only  observe  that  the  lesti-  i 
mony  adduced  by  him  was  strong,  and  that 1 
it  seeins  rather  to  have  bceu  beaten  down  by  ' 
general  character  than  by  pa!ticular  facts. 
We  are  not  at  all  inclined  to  doubt  Mr.  B.  f 
Cooper's  skill ;  but  the  question  was  as  to 
its  application  in  this  particular  instance.; 
As  to  the  contested  value  of  works  like 
TttS  Lancet  to  the  profession,  the  hospi-  j 
ta!s,  and  humanity,  it  is  absurd  to  hesitate  a  i 
moment.    They  must  be  always  beneficial, 
as  long  as  eirar  is  to  be  corrected,  or  negli- 
gence to  be  exposed.    \\  hat  is  the  true 
security  for  good  conduct  in  the  public  ser- 
vants of  England,  but  the  public  vigilance  1 
No  man  who  had  known,  ten  years  ago,  the 
state  of  the  hospitals,  of  the  practice,  and 
practitioners,  could  doubt  the  necessity  for 
a  thorough  change.    A  great  change  has 
since  tnkeu  place,  and  to  what  bus  it  been  ! 
due,  but  to  these  publications  1  Operations 
of  the  most  unscientific  kind  were  constantly 
being  performed,  with  no  one  to  complain 


but  the  uolucky  patient,  'whose  complaints 

were  soon  silenced.  What  could  the  few 
attending  governors  say,  but  that  they  were 
incompetent  judges  of  operations  I  What 
would  the  assisting  surgeons  and  physicians 
sny  s  Kotliiug.  It  was  not  their  policy  to 
involve  themselves  in  feuds  with  their 
brethren.  But  now  comes  in  an  inspector, 
qualified  by  his  knowledge  to  detect  the 
errors  of  practice,  and  independent  of  the 
parties.  It  is  impossible  but  good  must 
arise,  from  consciousness  in  the  operators 
and  physicians,  that  their  conduct  is  sure 
to  be  the  subject  of  public  attention. 
One  subjt-ct  we  strongly  recommend  to 
its  pages,  the  gross  habit  of  filling  the  hos- 
pital situations  with  the  cousins  and  con- 
nexions of  the  leading  professional  men* 
Wo  have  too  muih  of  this  in  every  depart- 
ment. But  us  '.he  government  only  takes 
care  of  our  liberties,  and  lbs  church  of  our 
souls,  we  may  spare  our  indignation  ou  tri- 
vial points,  But  our  bodies  must  not  bo 
tampered  with  at  the  mercy  of  the  nearest 
and  dearest  blockheads  that  ever  walked  in 
the  go-cart  of  patronage.  The  nepotism  we 
should  n<»t  allow  to  a  pope,  we  shall  not 
allow  to  a  surgeon  ;  and  we  heartily  wish 
that  Sir  AstKy  and  his  nephew  would  take 
the  hint,  and  that  the  governors  of  our  hos- 
pitals would,  in  every  iuitance.  discounte- 
nance the  family  system.  If  it  have  loaded 
every  other  profession  with  imbecility,  why 
should  it  be  less  cumbrous,  stupid,  and  ha- 
zardous, where  the  blockhead  stands  kuife 
in  hand  1"  Such  arc  the  concurrent  opinions 
of  these  two  antipodes  in  politics  on  the  re- 
sult of  the  trial ;  and  we  might  go  on  quot- 
ing authorities  to  the  same  edect,  from  every 
intermediate  shade  of  colour  into  which  the 
prism  of  party  has  separated  political  wri- 
ters in  Great  Britain,  much  further,  were  it 
necessary,  to  bring  their  testimony  to  bear 
ou  so  insignificant  an  object.  It  is  not, 
however,  u  little  amusing  to  see  Roderick 
declaring,  afler  the  specimens  of  bis  abuse 
which  we  have  accumulated,  that  "  his 
quarrel,  after  all,  lies  not  with  '  men,' 
but  with  measures,  not  even  with  what  is 
said,  coarse,  vulgar,  und  disgustiug,  as  it 
often  is,  so  much  as  with  the  animus  which 
breathes  in  it!"  Had  he  omitted  this  de- 
claration iu  his  claim  on  public  contidenco 
in  his  statements,  the  climax  (if  his  contra- 
dictions would  have  been  incomplete,  and 
there  still  might  be  some  hopes  of  bringing 
him  to  his  senses,  by  attention  to  the  state 
of  his  chylopoietic  viscera.  But  the  evi- 
dence afforded  by  this  confession  of  his  de- 
sire to  enjoy  the  fame  of  moderation,  and,  at 
the  *ame  Line,  to  indulge  the  impulses  of 
hatred  and  revenge,  excludes  every  hope  of 
salvation  by  physic.  The  darling  notion  of 
Consummating  this  impossible  union  of  vice 
und  virtue,  makes  him  forget,  that  to  hate 
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the  sin,  end  lore  tba  tinner,  is  an  effort  of 
feeling,  and  a  distinction  in  ethics,  beyond 
even  his  intellectual  subtlety  to  attain.  Had 
he  not  berome  the  dupe  of  his  own  sophisti- 
cal speculations,  Pope  might  hove  informed 
kiin,  that  «'  to  reform  and  not  to  chastise, 
is  impossible;  and  that  the  best  precepts, 
as  well  as  the  best  laws,  would  prove  of 
*mall  use,  if  there  were  no  examples  to  en- 
force them.  To  attack  vices  in  the  abstract, 
without  touching  persons,  may  be  safe  fight 
ing,  indeed,  but  it  is  fighting  with  shadows. 
My  greatest  comfort  and  encouragement  to 
proceed,  has  been  to  see  that  those  who 
have  no  shame,  and  no  fearof  any  thine;  else, 
have  appeared  touched  by  my  satires."  Or, 
if  Pope  could  not  convince  him  of  his  foil) 
on  this  head,  he  might  have  cousulted  Ju- 
nius, who  says,  "  Measures,  and  not  men, 
it  the  common  cant  of  affected  moderation  ; 
j»  base  counterfeit  language,  fabricated  by 
knaves,  and  made  current  among  fools.  Such 
gentle  censure  is  not  fitted  to  the  present 
degenerate  state  of  society.  What  does  it 
avail,  to  expose  the  absurd  contrivance  or 
pernicious  tendency  of  measures,  if  the  man 
wIk)  advises  or  executes  shall  be  suffered 
to  escape  with  impunity  V  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, to  his  personalities  that  Roderick  is 
•  indebted  for  his  complex  character,  but  to 
his  attempt  to  combine  the  extremes  of  tem- 
perance and  scurrility— to  improve  on  the 
morals  of  the  School  for  Scandal,  and  appro- 
priate, in  his  own  person,  the  opposite  vir- 
tues of  the  two  Surfaces.  The  struggle 
perpetually  betrays  him  into  blunders  and 
inconsistencies  too  ludicrous  for  farce  ;  for, 
within  the  sphere  of  his  vocations,  there 
was  no  absurdity  within  his  reach  which 
he  has  not  embellished,  nor  folly,  which  has 
not  come  magnified  from  the  extravagance 
of  his  pen.  Setting  out  on  the  principle  of 
"  impersonality  "  every  page  of  his  lubours 
is  a  record  of  the  violatiou  of  his  own  pro* 
fessioas ;  as  if  these  promises  of  forbearance 
were  but  mockeries  of  decency,  intended  to 
render  him  the  more  acceptable  sacrifice  lo 
that  demon  of  slander  to  which  he  has  sold 
himself.  Were  a  painter  to  represent  that 
"  ideal  model,"  formed  by  Roderick  for  his 
Journal,  from  contemplating  its  imitation, 
instead  of  an  allegorical  symbol  of  "  learn- 
ing, judgment,  and  good  feeling,"  embo- 
died, perhaps,  in  a  Minerva,  he  would  pro- 
bably give  us  a  full  length  portrait  of 
A  page,  wife  of  Nabis,  the  Spartan  tyrant, 
who,  when  all  other  means  of  despotic  per- 
suasion failed  to  convince  his  victims  of  the 
justice  of  his  extortions,  introduced  them  to 
an  apparatus  of  torture  in  the  shape  of  his 
loving  spouse,  which,  arrayed  in  the  smiles, 
and  decorated  in  all  the  beautiful  finery  of 
the  original,  but  supplied  interiorly  with 
innumerable  points  of  steel  and  other'infer- 
not  device*  of  refined,  cruelty,  clasped  the 


THE  CRITIC. 

recusant  martyr  In  Its  Iron  embrace,  and, 
through  the  emblems  of  amenity  and  bene- 
volence, stung  the  wretch  to  death.  Jtis 
thus  that  Roderick  endeavours  to  conceal 
the  fangs  of  his  viperous  engine  under  the 
drapery  of  a  humane  moderation.    But  just 
observe  the  reptile  in  any  one  of  his  con- 
tortions, and  you  are  sure  to  find  him  col- 
lecting the  slaver  of  his  slanderous  mania 
into  personal  projectiles  ;  spinning  his  slime 
into  threads  of  sophistry  for  the  strangula- 
tion of  some  victim  ;  or,  overcome  by  the 
writhings  of  revenge,  bursting  and  scatter- 
ing his  venom  about  him  in  indiscriminate 
but  harmless  showers.    No  matter  how  ir- 
reconcileable  the  nature  of  the  subject  with 
the  spirit  of  vituperation.    No  matter  what 
may  have  been  the  views  taken  of  it  by  an 
opponent:  irrelevancy  of  abuse,  or  justice 
of  opinion,  makes  no  distinction  with  this 
Thersites  of  the  press,  who  finds,  in  every 
object,  food  for  his  slanderous  appetite. 
Were  he,  indeed,  as  efficiently  noxious  as 
his  purposes  are  malignant,  the  levity  of 
satire,  at  the  conclusion  of  its  task,  might 
well  sadden  into  sobriety  of  reflection  on 
contemplating  such  a  portentous  union  of 
malevolence  and  power.    But  the  providen- 
tial laws  of  nature  preserve  us  from  any  such 
melancholy  misgivings,  by  denying  a  speci- 
men, in  all  her  varied  work?,  of  such  a  com- 
bination of  mischievous  design  with  the  fa- 
culty of  execution.    In   the  foulest  and 
finest  of  her  tribes,  she  Las  wisely  limited 
the  sphere  of  their  operation?,  and  thus 
saved  the  milder  classes  of  beings  from  the 
futal  hostility  of  so  ruinous  a  mixture  of 
strength  and  evil.   To  the  serpent  she  has 
refused  the  wings  of  the  eagle ;  to  the  eagle, 
the  deadly  fangs  of  the  serpent:  thus  pru- 
dently fixing  to  the  earth  those  venomous 
properties  which,  if  possessing  the  power  of 
diffusing  themselves  in  proportion  to  their 
intensity,  would  render  animal  existence 
precarious,  if  not  soon  extinguish  it  altoge- 
ther.  The  fearful  gift  which  she  has  with- 
held from  reptiles,  she  has  not  bestowed  on 
"  lordly  man  j"  to  a  Nero  she  has  not 
given  the  talents  of  a  Ccesar  or  an  Alexan- 
der ;  nor  to  Caisar  or  Alexander  the  san- 
guinary instincts  of  the  tyrant ;  otherwise, 
instead  of  a  conquered,  we  might  have  heard 
of  a  depopulated  world  ;  and  that,  if  the  Ro- 
man people  could  not  have  been  decapitated 
by  a  single  stroke,  they  might  have  fallen 
beneath  a  repetition  of  well-contrived  as- 
saults. Throughout  the  whole  scale  of  being, 
that  principle  of  optimism  seems  to  prevail, 
which  limits  the  efficiency  of  malignity; 
and  in  man,  in  particular,  makes  the  attri- 
butes of  the  head  generally  in  an  inverse 
ratio  to  the  baseness  of  the  heart.  When 
we  see  a  breach  of  this  universal  law  at- 
tended by  the  efforts  of  the  viper  to  become 
ubiquitously  noxious  ou  the  wi»ga  of  the 
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eagle,  or  a  tyrant's  endeavour*  to  accom- 
plish the  destruction  of  11  people,  by  pre- 
tending to  the  genius  of  a  general,  we  na- 


with  buff;  whether  yoting*  practitioner* 

might  not  be  led  into  very  serious  error  by 
depending  on  the  appenrance  of  the  blood, 


tuiailv  smile  ,  and  cannot  help  applying  the  i  or  relying  ou  the  presence  of  the  huffy  coat 
illustration  to  the  frustrated  malice  of  that  >  m  acute  disease.    In  many  severe  diseases 
phantasmagoria,  arising  out  of  the  baffled  ,  there  certainly  was  no  buff,  while,  in  mild 
manifestations  of  evil  disposition  which  we 
have  quoted,  like  one  of  tho-se  thin,  bodi- 
less, spectral  appearances,  sometimes  seen 
ascending  out  of  the  phosphorescent  corrup- 


tion of  the  grave,  and  amusing  the  beholder 
by  its  iitful,  gloomy,  but  innocuous  trans- 
formations. 

Erinensis. 

Dublin,  Fab.  *7,  18*9. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Saturday,  March  7,  1829. 

Mr.  Ct.sar  Hawkins  in  the  Chair. 

BUFFV     BI.OOD          n  F  P  F.  A  T  F  D  BLEEDINO  

Bl"  FFI  NF83  AT  FIU3T  SIGHT — INDKX  TO 
l'llECSANtT- RETENTION  OF  URINE. 


The  discussion  this  evening  was,  in  great] 
part,  a  repetition  of  the  nrguments  ad- 
vanced, at  the  last  mt-fting,  for  and  against 
Dr.  Gregory's  new  theorv,  and,  on  the 
wliole,  mure  of  the  amusing  than  the  seri- 
ous was  elicited.  Amongst  the  speakers 
was  Dr.  Webater,  who  mentioned  the  case 
of  a  ladv  whom  he  had  lately  attended  in 
pregnancy,  who  was  liable  to  inflammation 
of  the  cheat,  but  whose  bh>oi  being  drawn, 
did  not  exhibit  a  buffy  coat. 

Dr.  Greoohv  expressed  his  anxiety  to 
bare  the  general  opinion  of  the  members  ou 
the  uuirersality  of  hutfincss  in  the  blood  of 
pregnant  women.  He  called  on  Dr.  Locock, 
as  a  teutleman  of  great  experience  in  these 
matters. 

Dr.  Lococx  had  so  seldom  bled  pregnant 
women,  excepting  for  some  disease  attend- 
ing tin*  pregnancy,  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
express  an  opinion  as  to  the  appearance  of 
buff  in  health.  In  tho.-e  few  instances  ho 
had  yielded  to  the  prejudices  of  the  patients, 
who  said  tht  y  were  accustomed  to  it,  and 
became  alarmed  if  not  bled.    The  blood  ex- 


ones,  there  often  was.  There  were  many  dis- 
eases exhibiting  the  buff,  in  which  a  directly 
opposite  treatment  to  the  antiphlogistic 
must  be  pursued.  He  spoke  particularly  of 
puerperal  complaints,  in  which  depletion 
would  bo  a  great  error,  for  these  did  fret 
arise  out  of  inflammation.  The  Idmd  drawu 
in  these  diseases  would  be  buffy,  and  the 
young  practitioner  acting  on  Dr.  Gregory's 
theory,  would  bleed  again,  and  the  blood 
being  again  buffy,  he  would  bleed  again  and 
again,  until  the  patient  was  bled  almost  to 
death.  Too  much  reliance  ought  not  to 
be  placed  on  the  appearance  of  buff.  Ho 
had  seen  it  stated  iu  the  report  of  last  even- 
ing's discussion,  that  Dr.  Gregory  thought 
some  medicine  should  be  employed  in  cases 
of  buffi  ness,  to  reduce  the  action  of  the 
pulse.  It  was  an  old-fashioned  medicine, 
but  he  (Mr.  Jewell)  thought  the  nitrate  of 
potash  was  the  best  that  could  be  employed 
for  this  purpose  ;  he  was  accustomed  to  give 
it  in  doses  of  fifteen  grains  or  scruples  three 
I  times  a-day,  and  was  seldom  disappointed 
in  its  effects. 

Dr.  Giieoory  disputed  altogether  the 
position  which  gentlemen  had  taken  up,  as  to 
draining  the  h  .ity  to  death,  in  attempting  to 
draw  off  the  huffy  blood,  because  it  was  im» 
possible  to  drain  the  body  to  death.  There 
came  a  point  iu  bleeding,  after  which  not  a 
drop  of  bl  iod  could  be  drawn  ;  a  hole  might 
be  made  iu  a  vein  large  enough  to  drive  a 


cart  through — nay,  a  limb  mi^ht  be  re- 
moved, and  y^t  the  blood  would  not  come 
away,  lie  had  a  case  last  night,  in  proof. 
The  patient  had  had  huffy  blood  for  s;x 
weeks,  and  was  then  sinking.  Now  ho 
knew  he  should  do  no  harm  by  the  experi- 
ment, and  he  therefore  opened  a  vein  to  see 
if  it  was  possii  le  todraiu  the  body.  He  was 
pretty  sure  beforehand  that  it  would  not  give 
up  its  blood,  and  so  it  proved.    (A  lau^h.) 

The  Chairman  asked  if  Dr.  Gregory 
a^uded  to  bleeding  from  small  veins  ouly, 
but  Dr.  Gregory  did  not  seem  to  think  it 
mattered  whether  <:reat  or  fmall. 

Dr.  Marshall  II  a  i  t.  having  been  ro- 


ll i  luted  buff,  hut  it  was  different  in  nil  its  peatedly  called  on  by  Dr.  Gregory  for  his 
characters  from  the  huff  of  inflammation,  opinions,  stated  that  he  did  not  consider 
Willi  reference  to  arterial  blood,  the  butfiness  f  that  huffy  bloo  1  was,  iu  many  ones,  a  guide 
of  which  was  disputed  lust  evening,  Dr.  i  to  the  practitioner;  in  many  diseases,  it 
Locock  mentioned  the  case  of  a  child  of  a  I  would  he  decidedly  wrong  to  act  upon  it. 
medical  man,  which  had  excited  great  at-  !  He  differed  wholly  from  the  opinion,  that 
tentiou,  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  buffi-  ,  the  body  could  not  be  drained  to  death  from 
ness  of  blood  which  had  been  drawn  from  j  n  vein  ;  for,  in  fact,  the  mote  the  body  was 
the  temporal  artery.  .  drained,  the  more  it  would  give  up.    If  a 

Mr.  Jewell  thought  there  was  one  ques- ,  person  in  perfect  health  were  bled  day  after 
tion  of  great  practical  importance  couuected  j  day,  a  great  reaction  in  the  system  would 
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take  place  ;  but,  hy.and-by,  there  would  be 
tio  reaction,  nntl  the  patient  would  be  worn 
out,  and  yield  blood  to  death.  He  had  seen 
such  a  case ;  he  thought,  however,  the 
whole  qui  stion  was  one  of  great  difficulty. 
Ilavin.;  detailed  seveial  diseases,  in  which 
the  presence  or  absence  of  hniT'y  blood  could 
be  no  guide  tr>  treatment,  Dr.  Uall  referred 
to  the  experiments  of  Mr.  Vines,  published 
in  Tin.  Lancit,  0:1  the  blood  of  tlie  horse' ; 
one  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  them  was. 
that  burr* on  the  blood  was  rather  a*s;>c'ated 
with  an  increased  circulation.  With  re- 
gard to  art  rial  buff,  he  (Dr.  Hall)  con- 
sidered that  the  only  rt  uson  why  it  was  not 
often  seen,  was,  that  blood  was  so  seldom 
drawn  from  the  arteries.  (Hear.)  It  was 
only  in  diseases  of  the  head,  that  an 
artery-  was  opened. 

Mr.  Wade  stated  a  case,  in  which  a  roan 
having  enlargement  of  the  heart  was  hied  ; 
b nffy  coat  appeared,  and  obtaining  relief 
from  bleeding,  it  was  repeatedly  performed. 
Ho  never  recovered  the  lost  bleeding  ;  this 
Was  from  a  vein  in  the  arm.  He  recollected 
a  rase  of  apoplexy,  in  which  the  blood  from 
the  temporal  artery  was  huffy. 

Mr.  Thomson  a-;kc d  Dr.  Gregory,  if  the 
pulse  was  dsti.ct  at  the  extremity  of  the 
limb,  when  he  could  get  no  blood  from  the 
vein,  which  Dr.  Gregory  answered  in  the 
affirmative. 

Dr.  1 1  ail.  When  there  was  any  difficulty 
obtaining  blood  from  a  vein,  it  wr.s 
owing  to  cutaneous  stridnre.  Indeed,  un- 
less the  skin  was  cold,  he  never  knew  of 


in 


a  difficulty.  If  t!ie  foot  was  put  into  warm 
water  when  blood  was  wanted,  it  would  in- 
variably bleed,  and  the  same  of  the  arm. 

Dr.  Gi'.egoiiy.  Was  not  cutaneous  stric- 
ture an  index  that  blood  should  not  be 
drawn  ;  that  N  ature  was  chary  of  her  vital 
fluid,  and  bleeding  improper? 

Dr.  Hall.  No  If  a  man  fell  down  and 
turned  cold,  he  was  not  easily  bled  ;  yet 
were  we  to  wait  till  the  skin  become  warm, 
before  bleeding  him  1 

Dr.  Macuod.  How  did  Dr.  Gregory 
reconcile  h's  statement,  that  hloid  would 


was  worthy  of  notice  also,  that  where  the 

blood  was  drawn  into  a  metallic,  an  earthen- 
ware, or  a  glass  vessel,  it  would  coagulate 
more  readily  in  one  case  than  the  other. 
This  threw  the  whole  question  into  the 
dark. 

As  there  appeared  some  donbt  as  to  the 
real  basis  of  Dr.  Gregory's  theory,  Dr. 
Gregory  stated  it  to  be  this,  that  he  consi- 
dered the  existence  of  buffy  blood  added  to 
or  increased  the  danger  of  inflammation, 
and  that  there  was  no  danger  where  buff 
was  not  present.  He  could  tell  the  exist- 
ence of  buff  the  very  moment  he  opened  a 
vein  and  saw  the  jet  of  blood.  (A  general 
smile,  and  "  Dear,  dear.")  Any  body 
might  know  it. 

Dr.  Shi  el.  Did  Dr.  Gregory  mean  to 
say,  that  so  long  as  blood  was  buffy,  deple* 
tion  was  to  be  continued,  and  eradication 
attempted  1 

Dr.  Gregory  did  mean  it,  but  not  by  the 
lancet.  Purgatives,  diuretics,  and  diapho- 
retics, should  be  employed. 

Mr.  Thomson  and  Air.  Hunt  wanted  to 
know  the  appearances  of  the  boffy  jet.  Mr 
Hunt  thought  both  seniors  amd  juniors 
would  be  instructed  by  Dr.  Gregory's  let- 
ting them  know  how  to  detect  buff  so  in- 
stantaneously j  much  blood  might  thereby  be 
saved. 

Dr.  Grfgorv.  It  was  difficult  to  be  de- 
scribed. This  was  one  of  those  things  which 
must  be  seen  to  be  understood.  The  colour, 
for  instance,  was  one  proof ;  the  bnff  was 
marked  by  a  bluish  tint.    The  extremely 


oft, 


to  flow,  with  his  theory 


that 


red  blood  in  veins  was  seldom  btrffy.  He 
considered  this  us  nothing  at  all  uncommon 
of  detection.  In  Edinburgh  they  would  tell 
it  in  a  moment  by  a  wave  of  the  lancet  m 
the  air,  when  a  little  blood  was  on  the 
point.  If  any  gentleman  would  attend  him 
at  the  Small-Pox  Hospital,  where  the  phe- 
nomena were  strikingly  manifested,  he 
would  at  any  time  show  him  a  jet,  and  tell 
him  at  once  if  it  were  buffy. 

Dr.  WrEnsTER  corroborated  the  ease  with 
which  Dr.  Gregory  could  detect  the  buffy 
jet. 

Mr.  Mauley  could  often  tell  tbe  buf- 


buffiness  should  be  eradicated  by  nbstrac-  !  finess  by  the  d?.rk  colour  of  the  jet.  He 
tion  of  b'oo  !.    He  (Di.  Mncleod)  thought  ]  never  knew  of  pregnancy  without  buffiness, 
the  size  and  consistence  of  the  ccagulum, 
and  the  proportion  it  bote  to  the  serum,  of 


far  more  importance  than  any  other  ques- 
tion which  had  been  started.  There  cer- 
tainly was  no  rule  in  the  buff.  Its  connex- 
ion with  the  formative  process  wrs  worthy 
of  attention.  When  apart  had  to  be  built 
up,  or  when  the  body  was  wasting,  as  in 
pulmonary  consumption  and  scurvy,  buff 
was  always  shown. 

Mr.  Thomson.  How  was  it  possible  to 
check  or  measure  the  amount  of  the  relative 
proportions  of  cowgulum  and  serum?  It 


anu  instanced  the  following  proof  of  his  sa- 
tisfaction on  this- head.  A  lady  had  come 
to  town  by  the  ccach  a  week  since,  and  ap- 
plied to  him  two  or  three  days  after,  to 
know  if  he,  Mr.  M alley,  thought  she  was 
pregnant,  as  she  was  extremely  anxions  to 
learn.  He  thought  she  was,  but  the  lady 
said  she  should  like  to  know  positively. 
Having  the  discussion  of  last  evening  in  his 
mind,  he  bkd  her,  and  had  then  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  she  was  pregnant. 
(Much  merriment.) 
Dr.  Johnstone,  after  a  practice  of  thirty 
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year*,  could  not  tell  a  bufl'y  jet  from  any 
other. 

Dr.  St  iff  a  rt  thought  burliness  a  very 
caprh  i:.uH  and  accidental  index  to  the  state 
of  the  body. 

Dr.  Granville  mid  Mr.  Jiwfil  said, 
that  J  regnant  women  did  not  always  yield 
buflV  blood. 


where  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  are- 
raging  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  horses 
per  day,  and  often  a  much  higher  number, 
lor  snue  years  pant.  1  therefore  hope  that  I 
shall  not  be  deemed  presumptuous  iu  not 
subscribing  to  the  fashionable  theories  of 
those  w  hy  think  themselves  our  oracles  on 
these  points. 

Dr.  Johnstone  thought  that  tlie  grand  The  sh»e,  if* Joint,  or  application  by  inter- 
criieriou  .to  a  repetition  of  bleeding  was  \  Minting  the  natural  functions  and  economy 
not  the  huftWs*  nf  blood,  but  tho  relief  ihc  foot,  either  by  suspending  th(  Be  pat  ts 
which  it  afforded  the  patient,  intended  to  carry  weight,  or  by  throwing 

At  the  close  of  the  debate,  Dr.  Gregory  the  weight  on  the  jKiris  which  cannot  bear 
made  an  inquiry  relative  to  the  quuutity  of  |  it,  is  the  primary  cause  of  the  majority  of  Lime 
urine  which  would  sometimes  remain  in  the  ,  hornet.  lor  in  *pite  of  all  that  has*  been 
female  bladder  in  pregnancy,  in  consequence  said  of  the  natural  mal-conformation  of  the 
of  pressure  on  the  neck  by  the  impregnated'  '°01. 1  maintain  that  it  is  equal  to  all  the 
womb.  A  case  had  lately  occurred  to  Mr.  I  purposes  requirtd  of  it,  aud  if  properly 
Robert  Clark,  of  Farnham,  in  which  the  re-  j  *»hod,  will  lust  as  long  us  any  other  part  of 
tention  had  amounted  to  seven  pints  ;  the  t'1'*  animal.    And  that  the  defect  lies  not  in 


the  foot,  or  the  wisdom  which  so  admirably 
adapted  it  to  the  end  designed,  but  iu  the 
theorising,  meddling  interterence  of  man; 
with  his  improperly  applied,  and  badly 
formed  shoes.  Ihis,  1  repeat  again,  is  the 
cause  of  to  many  defective  feet,  and  lame 
horses. 

I  take  my  stand  on  this  busis,  backed,  as 
it  is,  by  the  feet  of  numbers  of  horses  I 
pledge  myself  to  produce,  that  have  been 
shod  for  years  with  the  shoe  we  use,  and 
whose  feet  are  as  good  now,  and  in  the  same' 
form,  as  ever  they  were  ;  but  these  horses 
have  not  bei-n  shod  by  inexperienced  ap- 
prentices, but  by  good  men,  and  the  term 
good  is  of  some  import,  or  all  the  respectable 
farriers  are  6adly  misiaken  to  pay  the  price 
they  do  for  them,  if  a  set  of  inexperienced 
aud  uninitiated  mechanics  would  do  as  well. 
Great  stress  ia  hud  on  the  "  pace,  the  telling 
quartos  written,  lectures  given,  and  letters  pace,"'  and  it  is  asserted  to  be  above  all 
ad  libitum,  to  prove  that  it  arises  from  con-  others  most  conducive  to  foot-lameness;  and 
traction,  concussion,  navicular  disease,  mal- 1  among  other  supports  to  prop  this 


bladder  had  not  yet  recovered  its  tone. 

Dr.  Granville  did  not  consider  this  im- 
possible; he  had  known  retention  for  t?J, 
36,  and  even  48  hours  ;  but  he  had  never 
himself  known  seven  pints  to  be  retaiued  ; 
but  such  cases  were  on  record. 


ON  FOOT  LAMENESS  IN  HORSLS, 

By  Mr.C.  Morgan,  Veterinary  Surceon. 

Mt'Cii  has  been  said  and  written  on  that 
universal  complaint  with  nil  horsemen, "  foot 
lameness."  Vet,  after  all,  there  is  a  cir- 
cumstance which  has  not  bad  sufficient  at- 
tention paid  to  it,  but  which  1  am  convinced 
is  the  primary  cause  of  lameness,  in  the 
majority  of  lame  horses.    We  have  had 


conformation,  high  keep  !  aud,  above  all,  the 
pace,  the  telling  pace!!  And  as  the  gen- 
lleman  who  styles  himself  «« Mirarod,"  in 
the  Sporting  Magazine,  has  anticipated  my 
remarks  on  most  of  those  who  have  favoured 
the  world  with  their  luminous  ideas,  on  this 
much  agitated  question,  1  leave  them  in  his 
Irands.  It  was  a  most  just  observation  of 
the  late  Dr.  Fordvee,  that  "  theory  is  the 
bune  of  medicine,"  and  had  he  lived  till 
now,  he  might  have  added  with  great  truth, 
of  horse-shoeing  ton.  To  take  Nimrod's 
letters  teiialim,  would  occupy  more  of  your 
valuuble  space,  thi  n  either  your  politeness 
or  the  snbject  will  warrant,  believing,  as 
1  do,  that  short  and  few  are  the  sentences 
that  need  be  said  on  this  subject,  to  detail 
all  that  is  practically  useful.  1  will  Btate 
only  the  facts  1  have  witnessed,  and  the  re- 
sults they  have  produced  in  my  mind,  during 
some  years  of  close  and  devoted  attention 
to  this  particular  branch  of  rny  profession, 


«« pace" 

theory,  Nimrod  adduces  his  own  cart  horses  ; 
this  happens  unluckily,  for  to  the  cart  horse 
1  appeal  f<  r  the  complete  refutation  of  the 
whole  theory,  and  1  am  amply  borne  out 
by  the  feet  of  the  London  cart  horses  ;  jwilh 
them  the  pace  cannot  bo  adduced,  aud  yet 
we  find  them  obnoxious  to  every  disease  to 
which  the  foot  of  the  horse  is  liable.  Those 
practically  acquainted  with  it,  know  very  well 
it  is  cheapbud  shoeing  which  fids  (he  marshes 
in  the  vicinity  of  London,  every  spring,  with 
so  many  hundreds  of  horses  ;  the  same  causes 
produce  the  surae  effects  on  their  feet  ua 
on  the  best  bred  hunters,  or  h»cks — pressure 
on  the  vein,  or  to  be  more  scientific,  that 
portion  of  the  sensible  sole  immediately 
covering  the  sharp  edge  of  the  coihu  bone. 
This  is  the  primary  cause  of  the  inflammatory 
action,  the  source  of  thoae  elects,  which, 
from  having  been  christened  with  such  fine, 
high-sounaing  names,  have  led  to  much  the- 
ory aud  confusion ;  uot  but  whatoibwr  causes 
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occasionally  operate  in  producing  grogginess.  I  shod  with  this  sboe  for  years;  bat  fail  in 
This  pressure  is  most  frequently  produced  any  me  of  the  above  particulars,  or  let  an 
by  the  foot  not  being  properly  prepared  to  I  inexperienced  hand  perform,  and  yon  will 


receive  the  shoe;  at  other  times  by  the 
form  or  make  of  the  shoe  itself,  ond  fre- 
quently by  both  combined,  acting  at  the 
heels  and  producing  corns,  of  which  the 
seated  shoe  is  a,  fruitful  source. 

It  frequently  exists,  acting  equally  and 
alike  upon  both  feet,  and  may  not  incapaci- 
tate him  for  slow  work  ;  but  give  him  a  half- 
hour's  burst  across  a  country, a  two  mile  heat, 
or  a  rattling  trot  at  the  top  of  his  speed,  and 
thtn  you  will  find  it  out.  It  is  no  uncommon 
thing  to  beer  the  inflammation  and  its  train 
of  evils,  called  fever  in  the  foot,  navicular 
disease,  concussion,  &c,  or  to  have  its  ex- 
istence wholly  scouted,  as  inadequate  to 
producing  such  symptoms. 

To  such  my  reply  is,  steam,  gunpowder, 
and  many  other  agents,  are  apparently  trifling 
in  themselves,  but  capable  of  producing 
tremendous  effects. 

Having  endeavoured  to  point  out  whot  ] 
have  found  to  be  the  cause  of  this  bane  of 
horse  flesh,  I  now  proceed  to  the  antidote  ; 
but,  before  I  do  so,  I  must  again  remind 
your  readers  of  the  absurdity  of  that  obser- 
vation of  iSiuarod's,  respecting  the  "  inex- 
perienced apprentices;"  for,  raly  upon  it, 
much  depends  upon  the  mechanic  who  has 
to  execute  your  orders,  as  has  been  clearly 
demonstrated.  By  the  way,  Mr.  Coleman's 
shoe  failed  in  the  army,  and  not  from  any 
defect  in  the  principle. 

We  use  a  modified  specimen  of  the  pro- 
fessor's  original   thin-heeled  shoe,*  and! 


where  it  has  been  employed  on  an  exten-  j  horses  bn 


need  all  your  ingenuity  to  accouut  for  the 
lameness  that  will  inevitably  arise,  though 
the  cause  may  not  be  very  easily  detected 
by  the  amateur  or  inexperienced. 

Such  is  the  nicety  and  precision  required ia 
the  application  of  iron  to  the  horse's  fcot,  an 
operation  of  infinitely  greater  importance 
than  is  generally  imagined.  The  necessity 
lor  stopping  the  horse's  feet  is  well  known 
to  all  practical  men,  when,  kept  in  a  dry  hot 
stable  ;  the  fact  also,  that  he  takes  good 
care  to  stop  his  own  hind-feet,  prompted  by 
instinct,  says  something  to  this  point.  Ani 
this  circumstance,  added  to  the  infinitely 
less  proportion  of  labour  he  has  to  perform, 
will  go  far  towards  accounting  why  he  is 
so  comparatively  free  from  inflammatory  at 
tacks  in- the  foTe  ones. 

Nimrod  seems  to  have  been  singularly 
unfortunate  in  the  solitary  experiment  be 
says  he  tried  with  the  leather  soles. 
I  have  used  them  for  several  years  past, 
with  the  best,  results  ;  and  people  seem  to 
be  aware  of  their  advantages,  for  they  are 
become  very  general. 

If  the  shoe,  "  the  seated  French  shoe," 
so  highly  eulogized  by  Nimrod,  had  been  of 
the  practical  utility  he  would  fain  lead  us  to 
believe,  how  came  it,  ushered  into  notice  as 
it  was  by  such  high  patronage,  and  faiily 
tried  in  some  of  the  first  shops  in  London, 
that  we  hear  nothing  of  it  now  ?  The  fate 
of  the  system-mongers!  And  as  to  its 
French  origin,  let  the  feet  of  the  Flanders 


>u"ht  into 


tikis  country,  having 


sive  scale  with  the  happiest  results,  for  more 
Lhan  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

Startle  not,  good  reader,  1  do  not  mean  to 
tell  you  that  nil  horses,  whether  sound  or 
unsound,  "  and  many  that  work  hard  are  not 
son  ml,"  are  shod  in  the  extreme  of  the  thirr. 
heeled  principle;  but  this  shoe  must  be 
modified  according  to  the  state  of  the  foot. 
This  shoe  should  be  well  made,  (which  none 
bwt  a  well-tutored  man  can  do,  simple,  as  it 
may  appear,)  tie  foot  properly  prepared, 
and  last,  though  not  least,  should  be  well 
and  firmly  nailed  on  by  a  first  rate  artisan. 

These  three  processes  should  be  performed 
under  the  guidance  of  a  person  well  versed  I  of  their  masters.  So  many  systems  and 
in  the  anatomy  and  economy  of  the  foot,  quartos  have  been  published,  and  that  gene* 
and  no  other  is  competent  to  the  task, let  his  rally  by  persons  who  have  not  been  able  to 
gTooming  and  horsemanship  j  succeed  as  practitioners  in  the  art  they  pro- 


had  the  full  benefit  of  the  system  or  prin« 
ciple  tried  on  them,  answer !  The  opera- 
tion of  any  specific  plan  of  shoeing  is  not  to 
be  seen  all  at  ence,  (as  some  feet  resist  the 
effects  of  the  worst  a  long  time,)  or  by  a 
few  well  selected  gentlemen's  horses,  royal 
studs,  or  regiments  of  cavalry.  The  man 
who  seeks  practical  information  on  this  sub- 
ject roust  follow  them,  after  they  are  turned 
out  of  these  favoured  establishments  into 
the  coach,  post-chaise,  or  butcher's  cart, 
and  shod  not  merely  for  parade  or  the 
amusement  of  their  owners,  but  to  rattle 
over  the  Loudon  stones  for  the  daily  bread 


experience 
be  what  it 


in 

may.  A  shoe  thus  made,  and 
thus  applied,  1  maintain  will  keep  the  foot 
sound,  and  in  the  same  form  us  nature  made 
it,  under  any  exertion  the  horse  can  be  put 
to,  and  this  1  pledge  myself  to  back  by  the 
feet  of  numbers  of  horses  that  have  been 

*  One  of  these  shoes  may  be  seen  at 
Tub  La n cut  Office. 


fess  to  teach,  and  whose  opportunities  for 
observation  have  been  very  limited,  that  it  is 
not  at  all  surprising  sporting  men  should  de- 
clare it  all  a  farce,  and  think  as  many  do  on 
this  subject. 

C.  Morgan,  Vet.  Surgeon. 
Black- Friars  Road. 
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price  at  which  their  corpses  might  be  sold, 
and  that  sixteen  human  beings  have  been 
strangled,  in  succession,  to  supply  the  sham- 
bles of  a  single  anatomical  teacher; — Mr. 
™  jl'ttL  will  no  doubt  see  sufficient  cause  for 

Since  (he  opening  of  the  present  Parlia-  ;  changing  his  opinion,  and  be  ready  to  ac* 
mentary  Session,  petitions  have  been  pre-  ,  knowledge,  that  the  time  is  arrived  when 
sented  from  Surgeons  in  all  parts  of  the  |  the  Legislature  must  either  advance  or  re* 
country,  praying  the  Legislature  to  adopt '  cede — when  dissection  must  either  be  put 
such  measures  as  may  facilitate,  or  render  i  down  altogether  by  rigorously  enforcing 
practicable,  the  continuance  of  the  study  of  or  increasing  the  severity  of  the  laws 
anatomy.  Mr.  Warburton  has  given  no-  against  it,  or  else  be  permitted  to  be  prac* 
tice,  iu  the  House  of  Commons,  that  it  is '  tised  under  such  legislative  provisions  as 
his  iutention  to  propose  a  measure  founded  may,  at  any  rate,  ensure  the  safety,  if  they 
upon  the  Repoit  of  the  Committee  on  Ann-  cannot  be  wholly  reconciled  with  tho  feel- 
tomy  ;  and  Lord  Cai.thoxu*e,  in  presenting  ings  or  prejudices,  of  the  community, 
a  Petition  from  the  Sur  'eons  of  Suffolk,  in  '  We  observed  in  a  former  Number,  that 
the  House  of  Lords,  moved,  at  the  same  J"  unless  the  executive  government  took 
time,  that  a  message  he  sent  to  the  other  |  immediate  steps  for  putting  a  stop  to  all 


House,  requesting  that  a  copy  of  the  Report 
of  their  Committee  might  be  communicated 


dissection,  uutil  the  Legislature  should  have 
placed  the  supply  of  the  schools  of  anatomy 


to  their  Lordships.  All  these  preliminary '  under  due  regulations,  do  man  in  the 
movements  seem  to  ju»tify  the  expectation,  [country  was  completely  secure  from  the 


that  tho  Anatomical,  us  well  as  the  Catholic 
Question  will  be  settled  in  the  present 
Session.  It  is  Hue  that  Mr.  Peel  gave  a 
reluctant  or  lukewarm  assent  to  the  Re- 
port of  Mr.  \V a  rbi'  rto.n's  Committee,  and 
that  he  expressed  douhU  as  to  the  practica- 
bility of  devising  a  legislative  remedy  for 
the  evils  of  which  the  medical  profession 
lias  so  long  complained  ;  but  it  is  to  he 
recollected,  that  the  Edinburgh  murders 
have  occurred  since  the  Home  Secretary 
took  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  the  Edin- 
burgh murders  may  have  effected  fur  the 
anatomical  questiou,  what  the  Claro  elec- 
tion has  accomplished  for  the  Catholic  ques 
tion— it  may  hove  convinced  the  Govern- 
ment that  something  mutt  be  done.  Now  that 
it  is  ascertained  that  the  supineness  and 
indifference  with  which  this  question  has 
hitherto  been  treated  by  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment have  led  to  the  perpetration  of  the 
most  atrocious  crimes — now  that  the  appall 
ing  fact  is  made  known,  that  men  have  beeu 
systematically  butchered  for  the  sake  of  the 

No.  209. 


knives  of  the  assassin  and  the  anatomist." 
This  language  has  been  called  unprttfmional ; 
and  a  writer  in  the  last  number  of  Tht  Wat- 
minster  Review  intimates,  that  the  surmises 
in  which  we  Lave  indulged,  have  been  put 
forth  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  alarm, 
though  he  does  not  hesitate  to  use  the  argu- 
ments by  which  those  surmises  were  justi- 
fied, as  freely  as  he  has  appropriated, 
throughout  his  article,  most  of  the  argu- 
ments and  suggestions  which  he  has  found 
in  the  pages  of  The  Lancet.  The  question 
is  not,  whether  such  observations  are  calcu- 
lated to  excite  alarm,  but  whether  they  are 
justified  by  the  circumstances  under  which 
bodies  are  furnished  to  the  anatomical 
schools  in  this  country.  The  danger  is  at 
our  doors ;  and  if  atrocities,  similar  to  those 
which  have  been  perpetrated  at  Edinburgh, 
should  be  repeated  in  this  metropolis,  they 
who  have  endeavoured ,  instead  of  exciting  a 
salutary  alarm,  to  lull  the  public  into  a 
false  security,  will  be  deeply  responsible  for 
the  part  which  they  have  taken,  and  for 
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that  which  they  neglected  to  take. 
We  wished,  undoubtedly,  to  excite  alarm  ; 
and  looking  to  the  possible—nay,  the  pro- 
bable consequences  of  a  perseverance  in  the 
dissection  of  human  bodies  under  the  exist- 
ing system,  we  regret  that  the  public  feel- 
ing has  not  been  expressed  in  a  tone  which 
the  teachers  of  anatomy  in  this  metropolis 
might  have  been  compelled  to  respect. 
The  schools  of  anatomy,  under  a  system 
tendering  probable,  or  even  possible,  a 
repetition  of  the  horrors  perpetrated  by 
Burke  and  Hare  are  public  nuisances,  which 
ought,  in  our  judgment,  to  have  been  abated 
by  the  Government,  and  whieh  no  man,  who 
sets  a  just  value  upon  human  life,  would 
have  felt  surprise  or  regret  at  seeing 
abated  by  the  hands  of  the  people.  Ten 
weeks  have  elapsed  since  we  recommended 
tiie  closure  of  the  dissecting-rooms;  for  ten 
weeks,  notwithstanding  the  dreadful  warn 
lag  held  out  by  the  Edinburgh  murders,  as 
to  the  consequences  that  might  result  from 
encouraging  men  of  abandoned  character  to 
supply  the  schools  of  anatomy  with  sub- 
jeote,  the  same  disgusting,  nefarious  system 
has  been  persevered  in,  and,  upon  the 
lowest  computation*,  not  fewer  than  two 
hundred  human  bodies  have  been  delivered 
over  to  the  knife  of  the  anatomist. 

Supposing  only  two  hundred  bodies  to 
have  been  supplied  within  this  period  to  the 
anatomical  teachers,  the  sum  of  nearly  two 
thousand  pounda  will  have  been  paid  to  a 
class  of  miscreants,  whom  Sir  Astlky 
Cooper  has  described  in  his  evidence  be- 
fore the  Parliamentary  Committee,  as  the 
"  lowest  dregs  of  degradation."  Exhuma- 
tion is  the  least  criminal  process  by  which 
these  two  lrundred  bodies  can  have  been 
procured  j  and  no  purchaser  cau  bo  certain, 
or,  indeed,  have  any  satisfactory  means  Of 
ascertaining,  that  some  of  these  have  not 
been  obtained  by  fouler  means.  If  the 
abandoned  and  reckless  miscreants  who 
trade  with  the  teachers  of  anatomy,  were 
cut  off  from  cue  source  of  supply,  can  there 


HUMAN  DISSECTIONS* 

be  any  doubt  that  they  would  have  recourse 
to  another  1  If  elimination  failed  them— 
if  the  graves  were  so  vigilantly  watched  as 
to  render  it  impracticable  to  disinter  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  bodies,  can  it  be  supposed 
that  men,  who  are  described  by  the  per- 
sons with  whom  they  carry  on  their  detes- 
table traffic,  as  belonging  to  the  "  lowest 
drega  of  degradation" — can  it  be  supposed 
that  these  depraved  and  callous  wretches 
would  shrink  from  the  perpetration  of  any 
crime  by  which  their  unhallowed  gains 
could  be  secured  to  them?  We  repeat 
that,  so  long  as  the  present  system  in  tole- 
rated, no  man  in  the  country  is  completely 
secure  from  the  knives  of  the  assassin  and 
the  anatomist.  Men  are  apt  to  despise 
danger  which  can  only,  by  some  remote 
contingency  or  peculiar  malevolence  of  for- 
tune, befall  themselves,  but  this  contempt  is 
not  justified  by  reflection.  The  chance  of  a 
healthy  man  dying  witliin  the  twenty-four 
hours,  has  been  calculated  atone  to  ten  thou- 
sand, and  Burrow  infers  from  our  disre- 
gard of  this  possibility,  that  so  remote  a 
contingency  will  never  affect  the  hopes  or 
fears  of  a  reasonable  man.  But  suppose,  it 
has  been  suggested  in  answer  to  this  rea- 
sonlog,  a  public  lottery  were  drawn  for  the 
choice  of  an  immediate  victim,  would  the 
man,  whose  name  was  inscribed  in  one  of 
ten  thousand  tickets,  be  perfectly  easy! 
How  many  thousand  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Edinburgh  have  held  their  lives  upon  a 
tenure  far  more  fearfully  precarious  than 
that  we  have  supposed  during  the  period, 
in  the  course  of  which,  sixteen  human  be- 
ings have  been  butchered,  one  after  ano- 
ther, to  supply  the  shambles  of  Dr.  Knox  I 
And  now  that  this  most  atrocious,  but 
comparatively  easy  and  safe  path  to  gain 
possesses)  through  the  notoriety  of  the 
orimos  of  Burke  and  Hare,  all  the  invita- 
tions of  a  common  highway  to  the  reckless 
and  abandoned  ruffians  employed  by  our 
anatoraieal  teachers,  who  can  feel  greater 
security,  than  if  his  name  were  insoribed  in 
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a  lottery  of  blood  J  who  can  feel  completely 
assured,  that  lie  may  not  be  marked  out  as  a 
Tictim  for  the  dissecting  table,  and  that  a 
price  is  not  already  set  upon  hi*  cnrpsel 
The  bare  possibility  of  a  re|>etition  of  the 
Edinburgh  atrocities  in  this  metropolis,  is 
sufficient  to  justify  the  people  in  viewing 
the  practice  of  dissecting  the  human  body, 
tind  -r  the  existing  system,  with  the  most 
unqualified  disgust  and  abhorrence. 

The  anatomical  question,  if  we  may  so 
continue  to  term  it,  possesses  this  in  com- 
mon with  the  Catholic  question,  that  it 
seems  to  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that 
things  cannot  remain  as  they  are.  Dis- 
section must  either  be  completely  sup- 
pressed, or  it  must  be  protected  atid  encou- 
raged. The  Legislature  roust  either  strictly 
enforce,  and  perhaps  increase,  the  penalties 
against  disseciionists,  or  it  must  make  con- 


formance of  whot  are  called  the  great  ope- 
rations, their  knowledge  of  disease,  or  their 
power  of  combating  disease,  has  been  much 
assisted  by  the  practice  of  dissection.  The 
chief  evil,  therefore,  which  would  result 
from  the  suppression  of  dissection,  would  be 
the  loss  of  a  few  lives,  which  might  be  saved 
by  a  dexterous  performance  of  the  capital 
operations.  We  take  this  evil,  great  as  it 
would  be,  to  bo  incomparably  inferior  to 
that  resulting  from  the  systematic  encou- 
ragement by  our  anatomical  teachers,  of  a 
gaug  of  depredators,  burglars,  aud  assassins. 
In  Edinburgh,  during  the  time  that  six- 
teen human  beings  have  been  successively 
butchered  to  supply  the  pupils  of  one  aua- 
tomical  teacher,  it  is  probable  that  not  one 
lite  has  beeu  saved  by  the  perform- 
ance of  what  is  called  a  great  opera- 
tion.   We  wish   to  see  due  facilities  af- 


cesiions,  and  grant  facilities  to  them.  If]  forded  to  the  study  of  anatomy,  and  that 
dissection  cannot  be  practised  in  this  coun-  J  such  facilities  may  be  the  more  readily  af- 
try  without  exposing  the  Kiug's  subjects  to  j  forded,  we  wish  to  ?ee  the  question  impar- 
assassination,  we  suppose  there  is  no  one  in  tially,  or  to  adopt  what  is  considered  a  term 
or  out  of  Parliament,  except  the  traffickers  of  reproach  by  some  of  our  contemporaries, 
in  human  bodies,  who  will  not  at  once  say,  uupr<tfei>siouully  stated.  A  profettUmal  report 
"  Let  dissection  be  suppressed. Again,  is,  according  to  the  theory  and  practice  of 


if  dissection  cannot  be  practised  in  this 
country  without  tolerating  or  conniving  at 
the  disgusting  offence  of  exhumation,  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  "  Let  dis- 
section be  suppressed."  We  aro  not  dis- 
posed to  underrate  the  importance  of  human 
dissections  in  the  study  of  anatomy,  but 
there  ia  no  benefit  which  may  not  be  too 
dearly  purchased  ;  and  we  think  that  the 
systematic  encouragement  of  the  abandoned 
depredators  now  paid  by  our  anatomicaj 
teachers  for  violations  of  the  law— to  eay 
nothing  of  the  outrage  committed  upon  the 
feelings  of  individuals  by  such  violations— is 
too  high  a  price  for  the  benefit  that  medical 
science  may  derive  from  the  practice  of  dis- 
section. That  benefit  is,  no  doubt,  great ; 
but  it  may  be,  and  has  been  overrated,  for 
there  are  few  medical  men  who  can  con- 
that,  except  in  the  per- 


these  gentlemen,  u  report  in  which  truth  is 
sacrificed  to  the  credit  of  the  profession ; 
and,  by  parity  of  reason,  a  profeuumul  state- 
ment of  a  question  is  an  ex-pavte  statement. 
Anatomical  teachers  may  see  nothing  in  the 
suppression  of  dissection,  but  the  loss  of 
their  pupil-money,  and  the  deterioration  of 
medical  science ;  but  legislators  arc  bound 
to  look  to  other,  and  perhaps  higher  con- 
siderations, and  if  iu  balancing  one  evil 
against  the  other,  they  are  satisfied  that  that 
which  auatomical  teachers  regard  with  a 
professional  eye  is  the  least,  they  will  be 
justified  in  protecting  the  lives  of  the  public 
against  assassination,  and  iu  checking  the 
progress  of  immorality  and  crime,  though  iu 
so  doing  they  may-diminish  the  means  of 
alleviating  human  suffering,  or  saving  hu- 
man life  in  a  few  diseases  capable  of  being 
mitigated  or  cured  hy  surgical  operations. 
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The  evil  which  has  grown  out  of  a  system 
under  which  the  practice  of  dissection, 
though  declared  to  be  criminal  by  the  law, 

■ 

has,  in  effect,  been  connived  at  by  the  Go- 
vernment, is  far  greater  than  any  which 
could  arise  from  a  rigorous  enforcement  of 
the  penalties  against  dissection.  The  prac- 
tice of  dissection  and  that  of  exhumation 
are,  under  the  present  system,  convertible 
terms  ;  dissection  cannot,  under  the  present 
system,  be  carried  on  without  exhumation, 
or  a  substitute  for  exhumation,  at  which 
human  nature  shudders.  If  disseotion, 
therefore,  is  to  be  carried  on  at  all,  if  the 
Legislature  should  decide  that  dissection, 
instead  of  being  suppressed,  should  be  per- 
mitted, and,  under  due  regulations,  en- 
couroged,  it  follows  that  a  change  of  system 
must  be  immediately  adopted. 

The  plan  liable  to  the  fewest  objections  is 
that  which  has  been  so  often  recommended  in 
this  and  other  medical  journals,  namely,  the 
appropriation  of  unclaimed  bodies  to  the 
purposes  of  dissection,  accompanied  with 
some  provision  for  the  more  complete  sup- 
pression of  exhumation ;  such  as  making 
the  possession  of  a  body  under  other  cir- 
comstances  than  those  sanctioned  by  law, 
punishable  with  transportation;  but  we 
foresee  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  public 
feeling,  there  may  be  difficulty  in  carrying 
such  a  plan  into  effect.  Ifcannot  be  denied 
that  there  is  some  force  in  the  objection, 
founded  on  the  cruelty  of  making  an 
arbitrary  disposition  of  the  bodies  of  the 
poor,  after  their  lives  shall  have  been 
worn  out  in  the  service  of  their  task- 
masters. We  endeavoured  to  answer  this 
objection  by  suggesting  that  all  unclaimed 
bodies  should  be  appropriated,  without 
reference  to  the  rank  or  wealth  of  the  de- 
ceased; but  the  equality  of  the  principle 
would  be  merely  verbal,  and  it  is  obvious 
that  whatever  of  hardship  belongs  to  the 
measure  would  fall  exclusively  upon  the 
poor. 

But  before  this  or  any  other  plan  for  faci- 


litating dissection  can  be  rendered  effectual, 
the  clause  in  the  Act  of  Geo.  11.  which  mokes 
dissection  part  of  the  punishment  for  the 
crime  of  murder  must  be  repealed.  That 
this  enactment  has  had  the  effect  of  increas- 
ing the  prejudices  against  dissection,  or 
rather  of  superadding  to  the  natural  aversion 
to  dissection,  as  applied  to  our  relatives  and 
friends,  an  artificial  prejudice  against  dis- 
section, as  applied  to  any  innocent  in- 
dividual, no  rational  man  can  doubt.    It  has 
been  asserted,  indeed,  that  the  practice  of 
dissecting  the  bodies  of  murderers  has  no 
influence  on  the  public  mind,  as  regards  dis- 
section; but,  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
Guthrie,  nobody  has  offered  any  proof  of 
the  assertion,  and  Mr.  Guthrie's  proof  is 
rather  a  quaint  specimen  of  ratiocination. 
Here  it  is : 

"  Tt  has  been  said,  that  dissection  is  ob* 
jected  to  because  murderers  are  dissected  ; 
but  of  the  truth  of  this  supposition  I  enter- 
loin  great  doubt :  indeed,  there  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  the  slightest  foundation  for  the 
assertion.  When  the  exemiuation  of  a  body, 
whether  of  the  rich  ur  of  the  poor,  is  solicit- 
ed by  a  physician,  when  did  he  receive  a 
refusal,  on  the  ground  that  murderers  only 
were  opened  ?— Never." 

If  the  bodies  of  executed  murderers  were 
opened  for  the  sake  of  satisfying  their  friends 
that  they  had  come  to  their  death  by  stran- 
gulation ;  or  if  physicians  were  in  the  habit 
of  asking  and  obtaining  leave  to  dissect  and 
anatomise  the  bodies  of  their  patients,  Mr. 
GuTuniE  might  take  something  by  his  argu- 
ment ;  as  it  is,  we  can  only  say,  that  his 
reasoning  is  worthy  of  one  of  the  heads  of 
the  profession. 


Letters  on  the  Study  and  Practice  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  and  on  Tories  eotmected  uiffi 
the  Medical  Profession  addressed  to  Students 
and  Young  Practitioners,  Parents,  Guardians* 
and  the  Public  in  general.  By  James 
Wai.lacr,  Ass.  Surg.  Glasgow,  Griffin; 
Loudon,  L'udei wood.  pp.210. 

Tub  critic's  task  is  not  on  ail 
easy  one.   The  merits  of  some 
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obscured  eilher  by  the  bad  taste,  or  the  de- 
fective  style,  of  the  author,  that  it  is  difficult 
to  render  hiin  justice  for  bis  actual  talenta, 
Sometimes,  on  the  other  hand,  the  filthiest 
trash  is  so  polished,  and  is  presented  with 
such  an  illusive  glare,  that  not  ouly  the 
superficial  observer,  but  oven  the  experi- 
enced inquirer,  is  deceived  by  the  flattering 
appearance  of  the  surface.  But  Mr.  Wallace, 
like  all  ^reat  geniuses,  has  despised  art, 
trick,  and  finesse,  and  has,  therefore,  fairly 
presented  us  with  o  true  picture  of  the  work- 
ings of  his  great  mind.  Hence  the  peculi- 
arities of  his  thoughts,  and  the  originality  of 
his  discoveries  on  the  science  of  Education, 
are  so  lucidly  placed  before  us,  that  it  is  im- 
possible that  the  critic  can  be  charged  with 
misrepresentations  or  injustice,  on  the  one 


garded  as  the  true,  the  original,  tho 
genuine  Bob  Lis  ton.  Light,  aays  he,  may 
proceed  from  other  quarters,  at  second 
hand,  but  still  it  is  not  the  true  light; 
or,  if  derived  from  the  original  source, 
you  have  it  ot  in  its  pristine  splendour. 
Sunshine  alone,  says  he,  proceeds  from  the 
sun  ;  you  may  have,  indeed,  light  from  tho 
moon,  but  that  is  borrowed  from  the  sun  ; 
and,  therefore,  it  is  mere  moonshine,  after 
all.  "  I,  Bob  Liston,  am  the  only  true 
light,"  and  Robert  Liston  has  found  a 
worthy  imitator  in  ^his  countryman  Mr. 
James  Wallace ;  for  if  Bob  Linton  be  so 
delighted  with  his  attainments,  aud  so 
pleased  with  himself,  as  to  contemn  or  des- 
pise and  even  to  deny  the  existence  of  other 
Liston s,  so,  we  apprehend,  is  Mr.  Wallace  so 


hand  ;  or  that  the  reader  can  withhold  from  much  delighted  with  his  splendid  work  on 


Mr.  Wallace  the  due  meed  of  approbation, 
on  the  other.  Without,  at  this  moment, 
questioning  Mr.  Wallace's  capability  for 
executing  the  severe  task  which  he  has 
selected  to  perform,  we  may  be  permitted  to 
remark,  that  it  id  not  a  little  singular  that 
mm  of  great  talents  have  often  considered 
themselves  to  be  tho  best  qualified  to  dis- 
charge duties,  for  the  performance  of  which 
they  have  not  possessed  a  single  adequate 
requisite.  It  is  said,  that  our  celebiated 
Matthews  made  Ms  first  appearance  on  the 
stage,  in  the  higher  walks  of  tragedy. 
"  NeveysTand  "  Noodles"  believe  that  they 
shine  most  prominently  as  lecturers/hospital 
surgeons  and  lithotomies.  Joe  Burns  laughs 
at  the  wit  of  Shakspeare,  of  Sterne,  and  ol 
Swift.  "  Old  Hocks'*  and  "  Dubs,"  have 
started  as  editors;  Liston,  of  Drury,  once 
played  Horoeo;  and  Boh  Liston,  of  Edin- 
burgh, has  adv.  ttised,  that  there  is  no  other 
Liston  in  the  world  than  himself ;  unfortu- 
nately, however,  for  many  of  the  same  uame, 
hi*  statement  is  untrue.  This  extraordinary 
notion  could  only  have  had  its  origin  in  the 
belief  Unit  his  abilities  so  far  surpnsset 
the  abilities  of  all  other  persons  inherit 
iui;  his  name,  that  he  alono  is  to  bo  re- 


education, that  he  would  be  wont  to  say,  "  I 
am  the  only  Wallace."  Should  there  be 
ony  other  Wallaces,  will  they  not  immedi- 
ately claim  a  relationship,  after  perusing  the 
following  extracts. 

As  the  Dedication  "  is  to  the  memory 
of  a  departed  brother,  we  shall  pass  it  over 
in  silence,  although  it  contains  two  or  three 
curiosities  worthy  of  translation  to  this 
place.  The  first  half  of  the  first  sentence 
of  the  preface  then,  is  the  first  part  that 
we  sholl  transcribe  ;  and  it  presents  a  pretty 
fair  sample  of  the  sort  of  stuff  with  which 
the  author  has  endeavoured  to  regale  his 
readers  throughout  the  whole  of  his  two 
hundred  and  ten  octavo  pages. 

"It  is  undoubtedly  of  eumtial  service  to  a 
person  about  to  begin  the  study  of  any 
branch  of  science  to  have  this  subject  fully 
explained  to  him  by  one  who  understands  it." 

This  is  one  of  the  new  discoveries  of  onr 
profound  author,  Mr.  Wallace.  Hence,  as 
he  understands  the  subject  of  medical  educa- 
tion, he  proceeds  to  "explain"  it  to  the 
medical  pupils  of  the  united  kingdom,  and 
we  hope  they  will  be  grateful  for  so  valuable 
n  service.  As  it  i*  gratifying  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  mott  trifling  incidont, 
or  the  most  simple  thought,  which  has  con- 
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tributed  in  any  way  to  a  great  result ;  we 
sbarl  here  quote  the  passage  in  which  the 
author  describes  the  important  course  of  re- 
flection which  led  to  the  production  before 
us: 

"  I  am  far  from  saying  that  teachers  of 
medicine  will  not  give  the  necessary  advice 
to  the  pupils,  when  it  is  asked  of  them.  J 
know  many  who  are  glad  to  do  this  ;  but  it 
is  not  the  custom  to  a?k  it  of  them,  unless 
there  is  some  acquaintanceship  between  the 
parties;  and  even  then,  from  the  fear  of 
giving  trouble,  we  sometimes  keep  from 
asking  what  we  are  really  anxious  to  know.  It 
is  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  stud^nts/antM 
have  a  book  of  instruction,  to  render  him,  iu 
some  measure,  independent  of  every  one. 
(Aye,  even  of  Mr.  Wallace.)  In  case  he  should 
have  no  friend  to  direct  him,  he  should  then 
have  a  book  aa  a  directory,  which  will,  at  any 
rate,  give  him  an  idea  (will  it  ?)  of  the  path 
he  should  walk  in  ;  and  what  1  here  say 
does  not  alone  apply  to  medicine.  In  many 
other  sciences,  the  learners  stand  much  in 
need  of  some  good  books  of  reference. 
(Such  as  this  ?)  After  a  good  deal  of  re 
fle<  tion  on  these  mattecs,  I  formed  the 
resolution  of  putting  a  few  thoughts  to 
ge^her  on  medical  education." 

And  we  must  say  that  the  "  resolution' 
of  King  Alfred,  to  found  the  University  of 
Oxford,  was  nothing  to  it. 

Mr.  Wallace  then  proceeds  to  tell  us 
what  we  are  to  find  in  the  subsequent  pages  of 
his  great  work ;  and,  says  he,  "  after  having 
got  done  with  the  student  and  surgeon,  I  then 
give  some  hints  to  the  public  in  general  on  the 
study  of  medicine,  aa  a  part  of  a  liberal 
education — on  the  conduct  of  the  public  to 
wards  medical  men  in  the  practice  of  their 
profession—and  on  the  opinions  which  pre- 
-vail  in  society,  with  regard  to  the  exhuma- 
tion and  dissection  of  the  dead."  The 
public  "  iu  general"  will,  doubtless,  con- 
sider it  kind  in  the  author  to  favour  them 
with  his  hints  on  their  "  opinions and 
that  each  particular  set  of  hints  may  be 
readily  found,  be  says,  "  it  will  be  easy, 
without  any  further  instruction,  for  each  party 
concerned  to  pick  out  what  particularly  relates 
to  them  aud  as  the  work  professes  to  he  on 
medical  education,  we  think  this  is  a  pre- 
cious «  pick  out."   Mr.  Wallace  is  candid 


enough  to  admit,  "that  the  majority  of 
medical  men  could  have  executed  the  task 
better  than  he  has,"  and  in  this  we  fully 
agree  with  him ;  but  he  consoles  himself 
with  the  hope,  that  his  book  will  give  birth 
to  a  better  from  an  abler  pen.  He  is  de- 
lighted, however,  at  having  projected  the 


"  He  who  projects,"  says  he,  "  is  some- 
times deserving  as  much  praise  as  he  who 
actually  carries  into  execution  ;  for,  without 
the  hint  from  the  humble  originator,  the 
subject  might  have  remaiued  unthought  of, 
and  its  execution,  of  course,  could  not  have 
happened." 

The  author  concludes  his  preface  with 
stating,  that  these  letters  were  written  on 
board  the  .ship,  Ocean;  that  the  writing 
of  them  beguiled  some  hours,  which  other- 
wise might  have  been  tedious  ;"  and,  in  allu- 
sion to  their  great  value  to  others,  he  says, 
with  enviable  celf-complacency,  I  hare 
even  prcfited  by  them  myself." 

We  shall  now  pass  on  to  the  letters,  and 

must  trouble  the  reader  with  a  few  more 

passages,  and  they  shall,  indeed,  be  few; 

Letter  the  first  opens  thus  :— 

"  All  the  prudent  agree  that,  in  the 
choice  of  a  wife,  the  individual  should  be 
allowed  to  judge  for  himself,  aud  that 
nothing  should  be  done  contrary  to  inclina- 
tion." Then  says  our  author,  "  that  man, 
indeed,  hardly  deserves  to  be  happy,  who 
would  make  his  marriage  a  matter  of  inte- 
rest or  convenience." 

Now  we  should  like  to  know,  if  a  man 
is  not  to  be  influenced  in  his  selection  of  a 
wife  by  considerations  of  "  interest  or  con- 
venience," by  what  motives  his  conduct  is  to 
be  governed?  Our  learned  author  states, 
"  that  the  man  and  wife  who  are  united 
more  by  the  desires  of  others  than  by  their 
own  desires,  jog  on  together  on  the  road  of 
life,  just  because  they  are  obliged  to  do  so  ; 
just  because  they  are  tacked  together,  and 
the  tacking  is  of  such  a  nature,  that  when 
once  made,  it  cannot  easily  be  undone. 

Our  author,  probably,  will  be  gratified  to 
learn,  that  fools,  under  the  influence  of 
'their  own  desires,"  frequently  marry; 
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can  to  procure  for  hid  son  a  college  edu- 
cation. 

"  Instead  of  putting  liira  to  a  respectable 

trade,  by  which  he  would  secure  to  lain  a 
moderate  livelihood  for  life,  lie  sends  him  to 
learn  brandies  of  knowledge  for  which, 
probably,  he  has  neither  tsste  nor  talent, 
and  what  is  the  consequence  ?  Why,  wheu 
he  has  finished  his  curriculum  of  education, 
he  goes  back  to  his  father's  house  but  half 
learned,  there  to  remain  unemployed,  and 
(o  be  himself,  ahmg  with  the  rest  of  his  fa- 
mdy,  perhaps  through  life  in  difficulty.  And 
thus  it  is  that  many  a  respectable  family  baa 
fession,   our  author  observes,'  Surely  then  .  ^  kepl  jn  p0Vcrly>- ewr,  without  any 

it  should  be  a  point  with  those  who  have 
the  allotting  of  youth  to  profession*,  to  leave 
them,  (the  boys,)  in  a  great  measure,  if  not 
altogether,  to  themselves."  Surely,  then, 
it  should  be  a  point  with  parents  and 
guardians  to  yield  to  no  such  maudlin  feel- 
in;:.  There  are  few  subiects  on  which  more 


and  should  he  ever  honour  the  public  with 
a  second  edition,  we  hope  he  will  favour  the 
world  with  some  information  on  the  subject 
of  a  few  of  such  "  tacking*  together."  Let 
him  fairly  place  in  contrast  what  he  will 
hear  from  these  persons,  with  what  he  will 
hear  from  those  who,  previously  to  marriage, 
had  the  folly  to  think  of  «*  interest  or  con- 
venience." 

When  speaking  on  the  "  choice  of  a  pro- 


twaddle  has  been  written  than  on  this.  How 
can  nn  inexperienced  child  decide  with  pro- 
priety on  a  matter  of  so  much  importance. 
If  he  were  to  deride,  it  is  ten  to  one  that  his 
election  would  be  influenced 'by  some  cir- 
cumstance so  trifling,  that  it  would  not  be 
worthy  of  regulating  his  conduct  one  month, 
much  less  daring  his  whole  life.  No,  it  is 
the  guardian's  duty,  after  ho  has  well  con- 
sidered aud  duly  weighed  the  capabilities 
and  future  prospects  of  his  charge,  to  decide 
on  the  profession  he  should 
without  even  cjusultiug  the 
tion,  furnish  Win  with  the  materials  for  ac- 
quiring a  knowledge  of  that  profession 
which  has  been  selected,  aud  then  mildly, 
yet  firmly  enforce  obedience.  The  gratitude 
and  prosperity  of  the  child  will  amply  repay 
such  a  considerate  parent  for  his  additional 
*abour  and  anxiety. 


actual  good  accruing  frjiu  it.' 

No  actual  good  fiom  poverty  for  ever ! 
This  reminds  us  of  one  of  Simon  Puhe's 
notes  which  he  appeudtd  to  our  copy  of 
Sir  Astley  Cooper's  Lectures.  Nevey 
Tyrrell  remarked,  with  his  usual  sagacity , 
that  when  leeches,  on  being  applied  to  the 
eye,  occasion  great  irritation  and  tryupela* 
tons  inflammation,  they  do  lillU  or  uo  good. 
We  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Wallace  be  a 
**  Nevey,"  but  he  and  Mr.  Tyrrell  are  ob- 
viously members  of  the  same  family. 

While  descanting  on  the  great  advan- 
tages of  "  General  learning  to  the  phy- 
sician," the  author  boldly  throws  out  the 
following"  venture  :" — 

"  I  venture  to  say,  that  the  best  informed 
man  would  get  two  patients  for  every  one 
adopt  •  aud then  j  l',at  the  other  (the  unlearned  man)  would 
,  ' !  get,  even  allowing  them  to  be  equally  cepa- 

.e  boy's  inchna-  bie  of  treating  disease." 

This  "venture"  is  of  a  piece  with  the 
rest,  and  shows  most  clearly  that  Mr.  Wal- 
lace is  lamentably  ignorant  of  the  matters 
on  which  he  has  presumed  to  write.  Had 
he  been  in  the  least  degree  acquuintexl  with 
the  history  of  his  profession,  or  with  the 


I  state  of  medical  practice  in  this  country,  he 

Mr.  Wallace  deprecates,  and  with  great!  would  not  have  risked  such  on  assertion, 

I 

justice,  the  mania  which  iu  modern  times  unless  he  had  determined  to  publish  that 
has  ra^ed  amoutrst  families  to  have  their  sons  I  which  he  knew  to  be  untrue, 
brought  into  the  learned  professions.  There 
is,  indeed,  in  almost  every  large  family  of 
respectability,  one  son  a  surgeon,  another  j  the  utter  folly  of  Mr.  Wallace's  venture— Sir 
a  lawyer,  and  a  third  a  parson.    He  says  Astley  Cooper — Dr.  Babington.    What  in- 


The  hare  mentioa  of  the  names  of  two  liv- 
ing practitioners  will  be  sufficient  to  expose 


that  many  a  father  "scrapes'  together  all  he 


dividuals  can  be  more  purely  innocent  of 
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the  charge  of  learning  and  general  acquire- 1  report,  which  will  be  creditable  to  himself, 
ments,  than  these  gentlemen.    Their  ex-  [  and  »/«  t0  the  P«»°n« :" 


treme  ignorance  of  all  extra-professional 
matter*  is  not  only  proverbial,  but,  in  many 
instances,  even  most  amusing.  In  one  of  Sir 
A.  Cooper's  surgical  lectures, for  instance,  the 
worthy  Baronet  endeavoured  to  elucidate  the 
action  of  lleid's  syringe,  by  a  comparison 
with  that  of  the  hydraulic  press.  "  If,"  said 
he,  "  water  be  forced  from  a  large  lube 
into  a  small,  I  believe  enormous  power  is 
guined  !"  And  again,  what  is  the  worthy 
Baronet's  knowledge  of  even  the  literature 
of  his  profession?  Did  ho  not  swear  ou 
the  late  trial,  that  he  had  never  heurd  of  the 
operation  en  dmx  tents?  Such  is  the  general 
learning  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  who  has  un- 
questionably been  the  most  successful  and 
the  most  eminent  surgeon  of  his  day. 

Dr.  Babington,  it  is  notorious,  has  had 
the  most  extensive  practice  of  any  physi- 
cian in  this  metropolis  during  probably  the 
last  twenty  years  ;  yet  so  far  is  he  from 
being  a  learned  man,  that  he  requires  the  ap- 
pendage of  petticoats  only  to  convert  him 
into  a  mere  old  woman.  Leavieg  general 
information  altogether  out  of  the  question, 
we  are  not  aware  that  Dr.  Babington,  not- 
withstanding his  immense  opportunities, 
has  added  a  single  fuel  to  our  stock  of  me- 
dical knowledge.  Mr.  Wallace's  "venture," 
therefore,  can  only  be  viewed  as  one  of  the 
innumerable  pieces  of  nonsense  with  which 
his  book  ia  crammed. 

It  was  our  intention  to  have  selected  se- 
veral oilier  passages  remarkable  for  their 


Thus,  in  cases  of  poisoning  !  murder ! ! 
and  i ape!!!  our  ingenious  author  would 
have  the  medical  practitioner  deliver  an 
opinion  which  should  be  safe  to  the  pri- 
soner !  , 

In  conclusion,  we  have  only  to  observe, 
that,  although  we  believe  Mr.  Wallace  to 
have  been  influenced  by  the  best  motives, 
such  a  work  as  the  one  before  us  would 
be  matter  for  ridicu!e,  if  written  on  any 
subject  of  the  least  importance ;  but  such 
a  production  on  such  a  subject  as  medical 
education,  is  worse  than  contemptible. 


A  LETTER  TO  THE  YELLOW  OOTH, 

F/'iW  the  Author  of  "  Professional  Sketches,"  ia 
the  New  Monthly  Magazine,  in  reply  to  his 
Fulminating  /frriclc,  in  the  Medical  Moutk- 
jriece  of  Messrs.  Longnuin  £f  Co. 


"  t  jv:, !  lie*!  lies  !  from  br^iupins  to  end,  lies  " 
Kkginalo  Tkevoii,  Vol.  I,cb.  4*. 

Bath,  March  5,  1G :9. 

Sir, — I  was  sitting  comfortably  at  my 
breakfast  this  morning,  when  a  packet, 
hearing  the  well-known  superscription  of  a 
very  dear  friend,  was  put  into  my  hands.  1 
eagerly  opened  it,  when  to  my  great  asto- 
nishment, I  found  a  copy  of  your  Green 
Journal,  and  a  letter. directing  my  attention 
to  your  leading  article.  1  know  not  whether 
joy  or  surprise  agitated  me  most,  when  I 
saw  that  you  had  thus  honoured  me,  by 
devoting  your  hebdomadal  bonne  boucke  to  as 
handsome  an  abuse  of  me,  as  any  drunken 


poissarde  could  possibly  have  flung  forlh. 
folly,  but  we  have  already  devotid  more  Why,  Sir,  you  havo  made  me  vain  of  my- 


to  this  production,  than  our  limits  Sllr«  for»  God  help  rue,  I  never  for  oue 

mcmeut,  imagined,  that  my  humble  lucu- 


ppaeo 

justify.  Another  extract,  and  we  have 
done.  Mr.  Wallace,  of  course,  touches 
upon  medical  jurisprudence,  and,  with  his 
customary  acumen,  remarks, 

"  How  important  is  it,  that,  in  cases  of 
murder  by  the  infliction  of  wounds,  poison- 
ing, rape,  tec,  the  medical  man  thould 
have  a  clear  and  correct  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  so  that,  in  a  judicial  examination, 
he  may  be  able  to  give  au  opinion,  and 


Orations  were  worthy  of  being  so  grossly 
misrepresented  by  a  gentleman  of  your  t ur- 
passing  rank  aud  talent;  neither  could  I 
suppose,  with  all  my  vanity,  that  I  had  any 
pretentions  to  so  enviable  an  elevation.  But 
you  Editor-folks  are  so  cunning,  that,  like 
Paddy  O'RalFerty,  you  find  out  thiugs  that 
never  existed,  and  your  penetration  in  the 
present  instance,  has  accomplished  such 
wonderful  discoveries,  as  have  tended  very 
conaideiably  to  make  me  think  much  better 
of  myself  than  I  otherwise  should  have 
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done.    But,  pleased  as   I  am  with  your 
attention  to  my  "  trosh,"  (eight  columns 
occupied    in    exposing    "trash!'*  Will. 
Somers,  hid«  thy  diminished  head  ! )  I  should 
have  heen  much  more  so,  Lad  you  not  in-  j 
dulged  the  \  -overs  of  your  imagination,  (ait ' 
all  time?,  we  veil  kuow,  peculiarly  quick 
and  fertile,)  to  so  very  great  on  extent.  A 
little   misrepresentation,    a  Jew  lies  veil  ] 
handled,  with  as  many  garbled  extract*  as 
you  please,  would  have  been  rather picquant 
and  amusing,  than    otherwise;  but  such  \ 
wholesale  dealings  as  your's  an*  really  dis- 1 
graceful  even  to  y.mr  green  concern — even 
to  the  meretricious  medical  mouth-piece  of 
Messieurs  Longman  &.  Co. 

But  let  me,  if  I  can,  have  some  serious 
tulk  with  you.  First,  then,  as  to  Mr.  Aber- 
nethy.    Can  you  say  that  he  is  mt  "  the  j 
most  celebrated  (mind,  that  is   the  word) 
practitioner  now  living  ?    You  need  not  be  ' 
jealous  of  "  glorious  John,"  because  he  I 
prescribes  blue  pill,  and  cures  medical  ca?e*  ; 
and,  for  heaven's  sake,  do  not  exert  your- 
s<  If  to  defend  his  vulgarity.    He  does  not 
want  your  defence  ;  for  he  has  too  much  ' 
honesty  to  feel  gratified  by  such  gratuitous  ' 
impertinence,    In  one  word,  1  have  the; 
satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  the  "  Sketch,"  j 
which  you  have  so  clumsily  and  ?o  malici- 
ously garbled,  is  esteemed  by  the  nearest  con- 
nexions of  that  "veteran,"  as   the  most 
characteri  se  nnd  candid  which  has  yet  ap- 
peared;   ai  (I   as  to  the  "various  scenes 
evidently  drawn  /'rem    the  imagination  of 
the  writer,"   (oh  !   thou  most  oracular  of 
asses!)  they  are  all  true — true  to  the  very- 
letter,  ami  you  knoic  it.    But  your  readers 
may  be  squeamish,  because, "taking  you  for 
an  oracle  of  the  "  strictest  veracity,''  they 
would  not  please  to  doubt  your  word.  Now, 
to  satisfy  them,  and  shame  you,  were  such 
n  consummation  practicable — I  will,  if  you 
wish  it,  produce  an  affidavit,  regularly  sworn 
and  duly  executed,  before  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Lord  Mayor  himself,  attesting  the  fact ; 
will  you  urge  me  to  such  an  extremity? 

You  are  a  bungling  fellow,  Sawuey,  after 
oil.  You  quote,  toward  as*  you  are — the 
mode  in  which  Mr.  Abernethy  has  not  risen 
to  eminence;  but,  knave  as  you  are,  you 
sneakingly  suppress  the  manner  in  which  he 
has  gained  his  celebrity.  Independence  and 
integrity,  with  profound  scientific  know- 
ledge, (look  well  to  the  sketch,  Sir  Oracle,) 
are  well-known  qualifications,  exceedingly 
scarce  among  the  Fellows  cf  the  College — 
we  do  not  mean  the  surgeons,  and  their  sa- 
tellites ;  but  hang  it,  mr>n,  ye  might  as  woel 
ha'  been  a  leetel  candid. 

Do  you  remember  what  you  have  said 
about  Mr.  Bell,  and  the  scaudalous  misre- 
presentations that  you  have  so  basely  per- 
petrated in  your  remarks  upon  my  "  Sketch" 
of  that  gentleman  ?   No  one  has  ever  given 


you  much  credit  for  professional  knowledge, 
or,  indeed,  knowledge  of  any  kind  ;  but 
your  mawkish  observations  on  the  present 
subject,  have  exposed  your  ignorance  moro 
decidedly  than  ever.  If  you  will  refer  to 
the  second  vol.  of  Bell's  Anatomy,  (thinl 
edition,)  and  read  the  first  two  paragraphs 
in  page  you  will  see  the  passage  which 
you  accuse  me  of  wrougfully  attributing  to 
Bell.  Why  do  you  do  your  work  so  clum- 
sily ?  Depend  upon  it,  that  so  long  as  you 
continue  to  blunder  on  in  this  awkward 
manner,  you  must  look  in  vain  for  any  pro- 
fit from  the  concern  ;  no  advertisements  will 
adorn  your  covers,  but  those  which  Messrs. 
Longman  and  Co.  give  you  at  half  price. 

The  fact  is,  Sawney, — and  you  caunot 
deny  it, — that  your  base,  and  shallow,  and 
cringing  mind, — your  aristocratic  devotion 
to  the  *•  College,  and  your  dreadful  abhor- 
rence of  anything  savouringof  independence 
in  the  profession,  will  not  allow  you  to  sanc- 
tion the  praise  of  honest  men,  or  to  bear 
unmoved  any  reflections  upon  the  Fellows 
and  their  dirty  behaviour.*  You  do  not  like 
the  public  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the 
monstrous  humbug,  that  exists  in  our 
profession  ;  or  that  the  true  state  of  the 
case  should  be  explained.  You  are  too 
much  of  a  jesuit  for  that ;  and  so  you  bristle 
up  your  back,  and  endeavour  to  look  awful ; 
but  why  tell  lies  about  the  matter  ?  If  you 
enlist  yourse  lf  in  the  bad  cause  of  these 
"  Goodies,"  do  be  honest  if  you  can, — do'nt 
add  to  their  disgrace  by  playing  the  fool,  or 
acting  out  of  the  pale  of  truth  and  justice.  I 
can  easily  imagine  your  motives  ;  and,  doubt- 
less, at  the  last  convenatame  at  the  college, 
you  received  sundry  gratulations  and  sugar- 
plums for  giving  that  "  pettifogging  indi- 
vidual," that  "  blockhead,"  that  "  anonym- 
ous sycophant,"  that  '*  author  of  puffs," 
(with  God  knows  how  man)f  sweet  names 
beside?,)  such  a  glorious  trimming.  Enjoy 
your  bon  bons ;  be  a  good  boy  and  behave 
yourself  deceutly,  hut  do  not,  for  fear  of  the 
rod,  tell  any  more  lies. 

Neither  my  lime,  nor  my  inclination,  nor 
tho  limits  of  this  valuable  Journal,  will  per- 
mit me  to  retuliate  upon  you  in  your  own 
gentlemanly  and  college-like  style.  But  in 
my  own  defence,  and  just  to  show  you  up  in 
your  true  colours,  I  will  run  over  your  mis- 
statements, aud  then  leave  you  to  concoct 
another  batch  of  falsehoods  if  you  like,  aud 
to  cam  another  pocket  foil  of  g'u gar -plums  ; 


*  I  have  in  my  possession  a  very  curious 
and  interesting  correspondence  between  one 
of  these  Fellows,  and  a  young  General  Piac- 
titiuner  ;  and  if  they  do  not  mind,  "  I'll 
shame  the  rogues  and  print  it."  Rest  assur- 
ed, if  I  do,  it  will  reflect  uo  credit  upon  the 
fraternity. 
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but/mind,  I  stall  not  condescend  to  favour 

you  with  a  single  syllable  more  ;  I  have  al- 
ready defiled  my  augers  by  meddling  with 
you. 

"  If  these  sketches  (col.  2.)  be  continued 
much  longer,  the  number  of  great  men  at 
present  flourishing  in  London  will  exceed 
those  of  all  past  times  and  of  all  countries." 
Of  course  ;  but  could  not  you  learn  better 
prammar  than  this  at  Aberdeen,  most  sapient 


"  Nor  is  this  all  (col.  4.)  ;  there  is  an- 
other provision  unconnected  with  the 
nerves."  For  unconnected,  read  connected. 
Prok,  pudorf  Sawney.  A  pleasing  speci- 
men of  your  base  perversion  of  the  sense. 
Beware  again,  sapient  sir,  of  the  rod! 

Col.  1.  p.  424.  "  Dr.  Armstrong  is  stated 
to  be  the  only  physician  since  poor  Dr. 
Baillie's  time,  who  is  worthy  to  succeed 
that  excellent  and  learned  man ; — the  only 
physician  who  behaves  with  proper  con- 
sideration to  general  practitioners,"  and  so 
pn.  This  is  false  ;  utterlj',  basely,  design- 
edly false.  1  *aid,  and  1  suy  it  again,  that 
Armstrong  "  ciosely  resembles  the  late  la- 
mented Buillie,"  in  his  liberality,  his  can- 
dour, his  independence,  and  his  utter  hatred 
of  cant  and  humbug.  Once  more,  Sir  Oracle, 
beware  the  rod  ! 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Harrison,  will  Sawney 
tell  us  why  he  was  prosecuted  by  the  Col- 
lege, and  why  they  gave  up  the  contest? 
Will  he,  moreover,  inform  us  why  St.  John 
Long,  the  Consumption-curer,  Dr.  Lang,  the 
Water-doctor,  Drs.  C.  and  J.  Jordan,  "cum 
mult  is  aliUS*  who  do  as  much  mischief  as 
Dr.  Harrison  has  done  good,  are  not  prose- 
cuted I  for  the  reason  that  1  have  stated  in 
the  *'  Sketch,"  because  the  process  would 
be  too  expensive.  Sawney  may  try  to  curry 
favour  with  the  Fellbws.and  why  not?  But 
he  is  marvellously  mistaken  if  he  expects  to 
do  so  by  such  contemptible  means. 

And  for  Mr.  Brodie,  (col.  2.  p.  425.)  "Mr. 
Brodie,  by  our  author's  account,  (that  is,  by 
the  account  of  this  pettifogging  sycophant,) 
has  actually  proved  that  *  artificial  respira- 
tion will  support  the  circulation  of  the  blood 
for  many  hours  after  the  heart  has  wholly  ceased 
to  beat !  ' '  This  is  Sawney's  statement;  and 
now  for  the  actual  fact.  *'*  He  (Mr.  Brodie) 
has  proved  that,  in  small  animals,  artificial 
respiration  will  support  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  for  many  hours  after  the  heart  has 
wholly  ceased  to  beat,  and  even  after  the 
hf ads  of  the  animals  have  been  actually  cut 
off."  If  Sawney  will  refer  to  the  Philosophi- 
cal Transactions,  for  1812  ;  or,  what  is  more 
easily  accessible  to  him,  Gregory's  Practice 
of  Physic,  2d  edition,  pages  466,7,  he  will 
find  this  passage.  The  application  of  artifi- 
cial respiration  in  cases  of  pure  asphyxia  holds 


out,  in  every  point  of  view,  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  success ;  and  that  it  has  been 
effectual  in  restoring  suspended  animaaon. 
numerous  observations  concur  to  assure  us. 
Bich&t  maintained,  but  apparently  on  theore- 
tical grounds  only,  that  this  operation  can 
never  restore  circulation,  that  has one*  ceased ; 
in  other  words  that  it  is  effectual  only  in  those 
instances  where  the  heart  still  pulsates, 
though  carrying  on  the  circulation  of  venous 
blood.  According  to  the  statement  of  persons 
worthy  of  credit,  however,  the  action  of  this  organ 
has  been  hfnewkd  by  artificial  respiration^  after 
all  marks  of  it  had  wiiom.y  ceased;  and  here 
it  is  probable,  that  the  leftside  of  the  heart, 
which  could  be  no  longer  excited  to  con- 
traction by  venous  blood,  was  stimulated  by 
blood,  which  had  become  arterial  during  this 
process.  Mr.  Brodie  has  shown,  that  it  will 
support  circulation  for  many  hours  in  small  ani- 
mals, even  after  the  complete  destruction  of  animal 
life  by  cutting  off  the  head."  Now,  frhtnd 
Sawney,  what  sayest  thou  to  this  ?  Is  there 
any  blood  left  in  thy  craven  bosom  to  mount 
up  into  thy  brazen  brow?  "Why  what  a 
monstrous  fellow  art  thou,"  thus  to  expose 
thy  ignorance  and  malice  !  Gnd-o-mercy ! 
thou  must  run  great  risks  to  tickle  the  fan- 
cies of  the  "  Fellows"  by  attempting  to 
mangle  a  poor  harmless  devil  in  this  bung- 
ling manner. 

One  word,— one  serious  word  at  parting. 
To  fair  criticism  no  honest  man  can  object; 
towards  the  bsse  and  cowardly  perpetrator 
of  falsehood  and  calumny,  no  honest  man  can 
entertain  any  other  sentiments,  than  those 
of  the  roost  supreme  scorn  and  con- 
tempt. Fortunately,  the  publication,  which 
contains  my  "  Sketches,"  ranks  so  highly  ia 
the  periodical  literature  of  England,  as  to  be 
accessible  to  every  person  who  wishes  to 
refer  to  it.  Lot  tliem  do  so  ;  and  let  them 
then  see  what  a  pitiful  figure  you  exhibit 
by  attempting  thus  surreptitiously  to  cast 
an  odium  on  the  veracity  of  one  who  would 
scorn  to  take  the  mean  and  despicable  ad- 
vantages of  which  you  have  thus  shamefully 
availed  yourself.  Plume  yourself,  sir,  upon 
your  supposed  prowess  ;  hug  yourself  in  the 
full  bliss  of  your  imaginary  triumph ;  but 
beware,  sir,  how  yoa  Again  indulge  in  mis- 
stating my  meaning,  or  perverting  my  object. 
Another  achievement  like  this  will  be  visited 
in  another  manner,  not  with  the  pen,  for  the 
skulking  and  anonymous  coward  will  not 
care  for  that;  but  with  something  which 
shall  cause  a  smart  and  a  disgrace,  which  the 
sanative  powers  of  the  whole  College  will  not 
be  able  to  assuage. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  very  obliged  servant. 
The  Author  of 

41  PrO»*SSIONAL  SKtTCHLS." 
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SCOTCH  DUBS  NOT  ALL  SCOTCH  MEN. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Though  for  from  wishing  to  throw 
a  veil  over  the  vices  of  my  couturymeu,  I 
am  still  anxious  the  public  shruld  be  awbre, 
that  James  Johnstone,  editor  of  the  late 
Quarterly  Journal,  although  an  "Aberdeen 
dub,"  is  not  a  Scotchman,  but  a  child  of 
the  Emerald  isle. 

However  infamous  in  many  respects  the 
dub  system  may  be,  aud  however  fortunate 
it  be  that  The  Lancet  is  employed  for  its 
amendment,  it  is  but  fair,  Mr.  Editor,  that 
you  give  a  true  account  of  the  extraction 
and  education  of  the  worthy  members  of 
this  Dub  Association.  Now  James  Johnson 
is  a  native  of  Carrickft  rgus  ;  he  has  all  the 
characteristic  features  of  the  Hibernian 
race.  Any  of  your  readers  who  may  whh 
to  examine  his  phrenological  development, 
may  find  an  opportunity  any  evening  in  the 
shop  of  Burgess  and  Hill,  where  they  will 
find  him  e:icirc!ed  hv  innumerable  unsold 


gentlemen  would  do  well  to  remember,  that 
they  have  ceased  to  be  boys  ;  and,  fuither, 
that  they  have  entered  a  profession  which 
boasts  of  its  good  discipline,  honourable 
behaviour,  and  liberal  manners.  Their  pre- 
sent conduct  intimates  that  they  have  forgot- 
ten these  things,  and  they  seem  blindly  un- 
aware, that  the  part  they  are  now  daily  act- 
ing is  arbitrary,  ungeutleiuauly,  and  alto- 
gether  unwarrantable. 

I  make  this  protest  for  myself  and  fellow- 
pupils,  and  it  may  not  he  amiss  to  assert, 
that  no  lecturer  has  the  slightest  knowledge, 
of  what  I  now  do. 

A  Bartholomew  PuriL. 

Feb.  2ith,  10JJ. 


HA  RTHOLOMEw's  HOSPITAL.— TH E  CERTIFI- 
CATE TRADE. 

For  a  considerable  time  past  the  demonstra- 
tor, and   the  pupils  who  are  regular  in 
their  attendance,  have  been  very  much  dis- 
j  turbed  and  annoved,  by  stragglers  entering 
copies  of  the  «•  bunnies  of  trash,    and  of  lijL.  theatre  0f  this  hospital,  during  the  de- 


li is  dyspeptic  volumes. 
.March  6th,  Ui  >9. 


Sa  wney. 


DEUN<U'ENCIE<5  OF  TtriLS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — As  I  look  upon  you  to  be  censor- 
general  to  the  profession,  and  as  you  have 
particularly  exerted  yourself  for  the  welfare 
of  medical  students,  1  do  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  make  any  apology  for  introduc- 
ing the  following  subject  to  your  notice. 
Your  strictures  ou  public  characters,  and, 
amougst  the  rest,  on  public  teachers,  have 
been  by  no  means  deficient,  either  in  fre- 
quency or  severity  ;  and,  1  trust,  that  you 
will  not  hesitate  to  exercke  the  sumo  autho- 
rity and  salutary  castigation,  towards  pupils, 
when  you  are  made  acquainted  with  their 
delinquencies.  Not  a  few  evils  hate  sprung 
up,  aud  are  fostered  with  wanton  iuconsi- 
dernleness  among  them  ;  but  theono  which 
it  is  now  roy  object  to  place  before  your 
judicial  attention,  is  the  practice  of  inter- 
rupting our  lecturer*  in  the  midst  of  their  du- 
ties. I  his  they  re-,rulurly  do  without  any 
regard  to  good  feeling,  decorum,  or  seli- 
iuterest.  They  inflict  by  it  a  direct  injury 
on  the  lecturer,  their  fellow-students,  mid 

themselves.  Theic  needs  no  argument  to  '  were  to  be  had  of  shuttiug  the  doors  at  a 
prove  this.  Even  those  who,  with  childish  \  given  period  every  morning." 
mischief,  indulge  in  the  habit  to  which  1  \  These  observations  might  fail  very  sea- 
allude,  must,  it  they  Jo  not  rind  it  Ijo  much  '  souabiy  from  the  lips  of  the  anatomical 
troubld  to  reflect  at  all,  immediately  be  con- ;  lecturer  as  well  as  from  Mr.  Skey  ;  and  as 
viyced  of  its  truth.  It  would,  perhrq  s,  I  far  as  punctuality  to  the  hour  is  concerned, 
evince  too  much  credulity  to  suppose  they  I  why  not  adopt  the  college  rule  of  shutting 
would  acknowledge  theii  conviction.  Those  j  the  doors  at  the  momeut  the  clock  strikes  1 


niuusuatious,  at  intervals  of   every  few 
minutes,  a::d  sometimes  until  within  even 
Jive  minutes  of  the  hour  of  breaking  up. 

Mr.  Skiy,  on  Wednesday  morning,  felt 
it  his  duty  publicly  to  notice  this  nuisance. 
**TIe  believed,  that  at  most,  if  not  at  all,  the 
schools  throughout  London,  as  well  as  this, 
there  were  such  thugs  as  certificates,  and 
thut  those  things  were  considered  by  a  great 
many,  as  merely  things  of  form, — matters  of 
cour»e.  He  was  sorry  to  add,  that  hitherto  the 
/unnhad  pioved  victorious.  Many  geutlemen 
had  come  to  him  for  certificates  who  ha 
know  perfectly  well  had  very  rareiy,  if  ever, 
heard  a  demonstration.  By  the  irregular  at- 
tendance too  of  those  who  were  a  little  more 
in  the  habit  of  mukiug  their  appearance,  not 
only  was  he  very  inconveniently  interrupted, 
so  as,  at  one  time,  not  to  have  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  demonstrating  for  a  full  hour,  but 
such  gentlemen  as  were  anxious  to  acquire 
a  knowlege  of  their  profession,  and  were 
punctual  to  the  hour,  were  insufferably  an- 
uoyed.  Under  these  circumstauces,  how- 
ever painful  it  was  to  him  to  complain,  he 
begged  the  class  to  take  notice  that  certifi- 
cates of  attendance  should  not,  as  far  as  re- 
garded himself  in  future,  be  matters  of  '  form 
aud  of  course,'  and  that  the  lute  system  of 
irregularity  should  not  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed, if  even,  to  put  a  stop  to  it,  recourse 
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ULCERATED  LEG.— CUT  THROAT. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 


ULCEBATED  LEG — AMPUTATION. 

■  Ann  Rfckftt,  at.  37,  was  admitted  into 
Faith's  Ward,  under  tho  care  of  Mr.  Law- 
rence, 4th  of  November,  1828,  with  a  slight 
ulcer  on  the  left  leg  over  the  tibia,  about 
four  inches  above  the  ancle-joint.  She  is  a 
married  woman,  and  her  health  bos  been 
generally  gcod.  States  thnt  about  three 
week*  ago,  a  man  accidentally  gave  her  a 
slight  kick  across  the  shin,  which  was  ex- 
ceedingly painful  at  the  moment,  but  the 
uneasiness  soon  went  off.  She  took  no  fur- 
ther notice  of  it.  Iu  a  day  or  two  after- 
wards it  appeared  dark- coloured,  and  very 
speedily  ulcerated,  which  induced  her  to 
apply  at  the  hospital.  The  ulcerated  sur- 
face is  not  larger  than  the  disc  of  a  shilliug, 
with  slight  surrounding  inflammation.  Or- 
dered twelve  leeches,  and  a  bread  and  water 
poultice,  to  be  applied  to  the  leg.  A  senna 
draught  to  be  taken  immediately. 

6.  The  ulcer  has  assumed  the  appearance 
of  a  foul  phagedenic  sore,  extending  over 
the  skin.  Mortification  is  going  on  in  the 
surrounding  parts,  to  the  extent  of  an  inch 
and  a  half.  Ordered  twenty-four  leeches, 
and  a  linseed  poultice  ;  a  cold  lotion  also  to 
be  kept  over  the  limb. 

20.  For  a  while  the  treatment  seemed  to 
succeed,  but  the  wound  has  again  assumed  a 
more  unhealthy  appearance. 

26.  The  leeches  have  again  been  repeat- 
edly applied.  The  sore  is  now  circular,  and 
three  inches  in  diameter.  For  about  half 
way  round  the  edge  of  the  ulcer,  on  the  in- 
ternal side  of  the  leg,  there  are  healthy 
granulations,  but  there  is  partial  death  on 
the  other  side.  The  greater  part  of  the 
,  sore  presents  a  green  sloughy  appearance, 
from  which  proceeds  a  very  foetid  discharge. 
The  sore  and  neighbouring  parts  are  very 
painful,  corresponding  so  much  with  hospi- 
tal gangrene,  that  Mr.  Lawrence  thinks  it 
right  to  remove  the  patient  into  anothei 
ward,  there  being  others  in  this  ward  with 
sore  legs,  and  hospital  gangrene  having  pre- 
sented itself  iu  the  same  ward  a  short  time 
ago.  Ordered  to  have  the  nitric  acid,  with 
rectified  spirits,  applied  to  the  sore,  and 
thirty  drops  of  laudanum  to  be  taken  imme- 
diately afterwards,  and  at  bed  time. 

From  this  time  the  ulcer  of  the  leg  went 
on  unfavourably.  The  nitric  acid,  the  bal- 
sam of  Verv,  poultice*,  leeches,  fomenta- 
tions, aud  every  other  application  that  in- 
genuit}'  could  suggest,  were  resorted  >o  with- 
out success,  until  the  only  chance  of  saving 
life  was  by  the  removal  of  the  leg.  Ampu- 
tation at  the  lower  third  of  the  thigh  was, 


accordingly,  performed  by  Mr.  Lawrence  on 

Thursday,  the  26th  ult.,  since  then  the 
stump  has  gone  on  to  heal  kindly,  and  the 

patient  isiast  recovering. 


CUT  THnOAT  FATAL . 

John  Carroll,  a;t.  19,  was  admitted  into 
Habere 's  Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Law- 
rence, on  Thursday,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
March  5,  with  an  extensive  incision  across 
the  tiiroat.  The  patient  had  committed  the 
p.ct  with  a  razor,  only  a  very  short  period 
before  he  was  brought  to  the  hospital.  The 
wound  had  bled  considerably,  but  when 
admitted,  the  bleeding  was  inconsiderable. 
Oue  or  two  small  vessels  were  tied,  the 
edges  of  the  wound  brought  together  by 
sutures,  and  the  patient  put  to  bed.  In  the 
course  of  the  afternoon  tho  tube  of  the 
stomach  pump  was  introduced  through  an 
opening  into  the  oesophagus,  and  four  ounces 
of  brandy  injected,  in  this  way,  into  lbs 
stomach.  Until  the  evening,  but  very  slight, 
if  any  dangerous  symptoms  presented  them* 
selves ;  he  then  became  very  restless,  and 
a  little  before  nine  o'clock,  started  up  iu 
his  bed,  secondary  hemorrhage  came  on, 
and  life  was  destroyed  suddenly. 

Sectio-Cadavcris. 

On  examining  the  body  next  day,  at  half 
past  two  o'clock,  the  incision  was  found  to 
have  extended  between  the  os  hyoides  and 
thyroid  cartilage,  and  through  the  anterior 
part  of  the  oesophagus.  The  superior  thy- 
roid artery  and  external  jugular  veiu  were 
both  *  divided.  The  bronchii  were  almost 
tilled  with  blood,  and  the  stomach  was  lined 
with  a  brownish  viscid  matter,  which  seem- 
ed like  blood  acted  upon  by  the  gastric 
juice.  The  ileum  also  contained,  in  about 
six  inches  of  its  c<rcal  end,  a  sort  of  black 
viscid  bile,  which  gave  the  intestine,  exter- 
nally, a  black  appearance. 


OSTEO-SARCOMA. 

Julia  Baker,  aatat.  37,  was  admitted  into 
Faith's  Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Law- 
rence, January  14,  with  an  osteo-sarco- 
matous  growth,  apparently  proceeding  from 
the  anterior  and  upper  part  of  the  fibula  of 
the  right  leg.  Ten  years  ago,  a  very  small 
enlargement  appeared  on  this  spot,  but 
which  gave  no  inconvenience  ;  five  years 
since,  when  the  limb  was  measured  round 
over  this  enlargement,  the  circumference  of 
the  leg  was  half  an  inch  more  than  that 
of  the  other.  It  has  always  been  as  hard 
as  bone,  and  free  from  pain  till  of  late. 
Within  the  last  few  months,  when  there 
has  been  a  change  of  weather,  pain  has  been 
experienced  in  the  part.  In  September 
last  the  patient  walked  to  Hampstead  aod 
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back,  without  material  inconvenience,  the 
limb  only  feeling  a  littio  stiff  afterwards. 
The  tumour  Ikis  now  increased  in  siz-,  as 
also  the  pain  in  severity,  so  t hut  she  is 
obliged,  in  walking,  to  have  the  aid  of 
crutches.  The  tumour  is  about  the  size  of 
the  half  of  a  large  lemou,  cut  longitudi- 
nal)}'. It  is  quite  hard  around  the  ha.se, 
with  a  degree  of  elasticity  in  \  arts  of  its  an- 
terior surface.  Its  appearance  is  rather 
more  vascular  than  natural.  There  is  a 
Inland  in  each  groin,  immediately  over  the 
femoral  vessels,  os  large  as  an  almond.  The 
patient  is  a  thin,  spare  woman,  not  of  a  very 
healthy  appearance,  though  site  states  her 
general  health  is  good,  I'ulse  quiet  aud  re- 
gular. 

Ou  a  consultation  of  the  surgeons,  they 
all  inclined  to  regard  the  tumour  as  malig- 
nant. Mr.  Vincent  suggested  the  removal 
of  the  head  of  th$  fibula,  and  the  external 
parts  covering  the  tumour,  with  the  view  of 
saving  the  rest  of  the  leg.  Mr.  Lawrence 
and  Mr.  Earle  conside  red,  that  if  the  opera- 
tion was  to  be  undertaken  at  all,  after  mak- 
ing a  puncture  into  it,  that  the  tutire  limb 
ought  to  be  removed. 

21.  The  patient  having  consented  to  the 
operation,  she  was  brought  into  the  thea- 
tre, aud  the  limb  removed  by  the  circular 
Hup  at  the  lower  third  of  t!:e  thigh,  by  Mr. 
Lawrence.  The  patient  was  then  removed 
to  bed,  but,  unfortunately,  either  in  couse- 
queme  of  the  integuments  having  been  left 
too  short,  or  the  muscles  having  retracted  to 
a  more  than  usual  extent,  the  end  of  the 
femur  furced  its  way  through  the  dressing, 
nor  has  it  been  practicable  to  again  cover 
it  by  the  soft  parts.  The  wound  has  dis- 
charged, and  continues  to  discharge,  con- 
siderably, though  in  most  pat U  it  presents 
n  healing  appearance.  At  the  writing  of 
this  report,  (March  7,)  the  end  of  the  femur 
remains  uncovered  to  the  extent  of  about  au 
iuch.  Examination  of  the  diseased  struc- 
ture, after  the  limb  was  removed,  fully 
proved  it  to  be  a  case  of  osteosarcoma. 


assistance  of  the  latter,  proceeded  to  tie  the 
wouiuhd  vessel.  With  this  view  he  made 
an  incision,  which,  however,  he  was  obliged 
to  enlarge  four  times,  before  he  could  get 
down  to  the  artery,  lie  contained  to  ex- 
perience some  diliiculty  in  getting  the  liga- 
ture round  the  artery,  and  Mr.  Earle  at 
length  took  the  needle,  aud  succeeded  in 
doing  it.  A  li-ature  was  put  above  and  be- 
low, and  the  intermediate  space  afterwards 
divided.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were 
then  brought  together,  and  four  ounces  of 
brandy  ade.iiuistered  to  the  patie  nt.  1L-  has 
continued  to  do  well  ever  since. 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 


TYING  OF  THE  ANTEUIon    TIBIAL  AnTEKY.. 

Philip  Bustard,  a  butcher,  while  engaged 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling,  ou  the  iid  of 
March,  accidentally  struck  the  anterior  part; 
of  his  right  leg,  at  about  two  01  thr«*e  inches  ; 
below  the  knee,  .with  a  sharp  instrument,  \ 
which,  dividing  the  muscles,  penetrated  the 
anterior  tibial  artery  longitudiually,  to  too 
extent  of  about  three  inches.    He  was  im- 
mediately brought  to  the  Hospital,  and  a 
tourniquet  applied  over  the  femoral  vessel. 
Before,  however,  this  could  be  done,  be  had 
lost  an  immense  quantity  of  blood,  aud  was 
exceedingly  exhausted.     Messrs.  Vincent 
aud  Earle  saw  him  soon  after  be  was  ad- 
mitted, and  the  foiraer  gentleman,  with  the 


LITHOTOMY. 

Thomas  Kitsham,  a  carpenter  from 
Hastings,  a-tat.  .V>.  with  pallid  countenance, 
came  into  the  Hospital  about  three  weeks 
since,  wi-h  .symptoms  of  stone.  The  patient 
stated,  that  about  four  years  ago,  he  was 
attacked  with  violent  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  kidneys,  exc,  and  took  medicines  far 
the  gravel  ;  a  short  time  after  this,  it  be- 
came apparent  that  he  was  the  subject  of 
stone  in  the  bladder,  which,  ou  sounding 
him,  w.is  readily  ascertained  to  be  the  case. 
An  operation  was  performed  by  Mr.  Tvrrell, 
on  Friday,  the  6th  of  February.  The  inte- 
guments, fascia,  fat,  and  superficial  mus- 
cles of  the  perineum,  having  beeu  divided 
with  a  scalpel,  the  knife  was  introduced 
into  the  groove  of  the  staff,  and  carried  on- 
wards into  the  bladder ;  the  foiceps  were 
theu  introduced,  and  the  stone  readily  laid 
hold  of,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  unfa- 
vourable manner  in  which  it  was  grasped, 
it  escaped  from  their  hold  three  or  four 
times  on  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  wound, 
previous  to  its  extraction.  The  stone  was 
of  Jarge  size,  flat,  and  of  an  oval  figure, 
weighing  upwards  of  two  ounces  and  a  half. 
The  operation  was  completed  in  sis  minutes, 
and  the  p»»ient  put  to  bed  ;  a  short  time 
afterwards  it  was  ascertained  that  stcun- 
dary  haemorrhage  had  occurred  ;  this,  how- 
ever, was  easily  subdued  by  pressure,  though 
not  till  about  16  ounces  of  blood  hud  been 
lost.    Ordered  to  take, 

Tincture  of  opium,  30  drops. 

7.  Has  slept  well  duxiug  the  night;  pulse 
90  ;  tongue  moist ;  no  pamor  touderness  of 
the  abdomen. 

8.  Took  a  dose  of  house  medicine,  w  hich 
has  operated  several  times,  aud  produced 
healthy  evacuations. 

V.  Tongue  uioi&t ;  pulse  ZlZ  ;  complainsof 
little  paiu. 
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EPII.EPSY.-DISEASED  HIP.— ABSCESS. 


10.  Pulse  88,  rather  full ;  tongue  white,  I  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  limb.  On 
hut  moiet  j  bowels  open  ;  no  pain  or  ten*  nation,  the  left  hip  was  found  swelled,  cover- 
derness  of  the  abdomen.   Not  slept  quite  so  ed  with  varicose  veins,  and  very  tender  on 


well  Inst  night,  but,  upou  the  whole,  appears 
to  be  going  on  remarkably  well. 

The  patient  upon  whom  Mr.  Tyrrell  ope- 
rated on  the  20th  ult.,  is  now  almost  con- 
valescent. 


EPILEPSY. 

{Emma  Wayman— continued  from  page  638, 
No.  285.) 

Feb.  11.  Had  one  plight  fit  at  4,  a.m., 

and  a  severe  one  at  2,  p.m.  j  complains  of 
pain  in  the  stomach,  after  taking  milk; 
pulse  108,  compressible.  Powdered  vale- 
rian root,  half  a  drachm,  with  camphor  mix- 
ture every  six  hours.    .Dry  diet. 

12.  Slight  fil,  6,  a.m.;  no  headach ; 
perfectly  free  from  pain. 

15.  Has  continued  free  from  pain,  but 
had  a  fit  this  morning  ;  pulse  100,  small. 

19.  Hud  a  tit  yesterday,  and  one  to-day, 
but  comparatively  alight;  bowels  regular, 
and  general  health  improved. 

21.  Had  two  iiis. 

March  10.  Tho  patient  still  continues  in 
the  Hospital,  and  has  occasional  ieturns  of 

fits;  hut  the  attacks  are  feeble,  and  conti- 1  junction  with  the  internal  iliac,  and  sur- 


tessure,  the  whole  limb  was  almost  two 
nches  shorter  than  that  of  the  other  side,  the 
greater  trochanter  was  much  higher  than 
usual,  and  somewhat  drawn  forward  ;  the 
knee  was  very  painful.  A  curious  circum- 
stance was  remarked  with  respect  to  the  ve- 
nous circulation  ;  a  very  large  vein  was  seen 
running  from  the  left  crural  vein  over  the 
abdomen  towards  the  navel,  where  it  turned 
round, and  having  descended  on  the  other  side 
of  the  abdomen,  was  inserted  into  the  right 
crural  vein  ;  it  had  a  very  tortuous  course, 
and  at  one  place  divided  into  three  branches, 
which,  however,  Boon  reunited.  When  the 
patient  was  standing  upright,  it  attained  aa 
extraordinary  sise,  almost  equal  to  that  of 
the  little  finger ;  according  to  her  statement, 
it  had  not  been  developed,  until  the  hip  be- 
gan to  be  affected ;  the  blood  circulated  from 
the  left  to  the  right  side,  as  was  ascertained 
by  pressure  on  the  vessel.  The  patient, 
whose  general  health  had  suffered  much 
within  the  last  two  months,  died  about  a 
fortnight  afier  her  admission ;  on  ex- 
amination the  left  external  iliac  vein  was 
obliterated  for  about  four  inches  below  its 


nue  a  much  shorter  period  than  at  the  time 
of  admission  ;  her  bowels  are  regular,  and 
general  health  tolerably  good. 

She  is  now  taking  two  grains  of  ammo- 
toiated  copper  three  times  a-day,  which  is 
being  gradually  increased.  The  bowels  are 
kept  open,  and  tartar  emetic  ointment  has 
been  rubbed  into  the  nape  of  the  neck. 


ItOPITAL  DE  LA  CHARITE. 

CA9B  0?  OBLITER  ATEB  ILIAC  VEIN,  WHERE 
CIRCULATION  WAS  CARRIED  ON  BV  COL- 
LATERAL BRANCHES. 

C.  B.,  setat.  61,  admitted  on  the  22d  of  July, 
oil  account  of  diseased  hip,  stated  that  from 
her  15th  or  16th  year,  she  had  been  subject 
to  swelling  of  the  left  leg,  and  had,  in  conse- 
quence, been  oldiged  to  avoid  all  considetable 
exertion,  especially  coutiuued  walking.  Hav- 
ing married  in  her  20th  year,  she  was,  during 
her  first  pregnancy,  affected  with  ccdema  of 
both  legs,  but  especially  of  the  left;  after 
delivery  the  swelling  of  the  ri^Lt  leg  disap- 
peared ;  and  that  of  the  left  diminished,  but 
never  completely  subsided.  Except  occa- 
sional attaeks  of  palpitation  of  the  heart,  her 
health  had  since  Una  period  been  very  good, 
till  about  five  months  previous  to  her  admis- 
sion, when  she  had,  without  any  apparent 
cause,  been  affected  with  a  violent  pain  in 
fl*e  left. hip  add  knee,  whioh  had  lately  be 


rounded  by  a  cancerous  mass,  closely  adher- 
ing to  its  parieles,  which  were  changed  into 
a  ligamentous  substance,  and  appeared,  in 
some  degree,  to  partake  of  the  carcinoma- 
tous degeneration.  The  internal  iliac  vein 
and  its  principal  branches  were  also  oblite- 
rated, and  involved  in  the  cancerous  tissue. 
Near  the  insertion  of  the  vena  saphena,  the 
crural  vein  being  enlarged,  gave  origin  to  a 
branch  which  formed  the  communication 
with  the  crural  vein  of  the  other  side,  as  has 
been  described  above  ;  besides  it,  a  smaller 
vein  went  in  a  more  transverse  direction 
from  the  left  to  the  right  crural  rein.  The 
disease  by  which  the  obliteration  of  the  iliac 
veid  had  been  produced,  seemed  to  originate 
from  the  bone,  the  concave  surface  of  which 
was,  to  a  large  extent,  denuded,  and  covered 
with  unhealthy  pus ;  the  cellular  tissue  sur- 
rounding the  vein  and  artery  was  infiltrated 
with  purulent  matter,  and  concretions  of 
carcinomatous  appearance ;  the  artery  was 
only  slightly  diminished  in  its  diameter,  as 
though  from  compression.  The  cotyloid 
cavity  was  found  almost  entirely  destroyed 


by  caries,  and  the  head  of  the  femur  pro- 
truded into  the  pelvis.  The  examination  of 
the  other  organs  exhibited  nothing  of  in- 
terest.— Joum.  hebdomad. 


OT  THE 


ENCYST RD  ABSCESS  IN  THE  CAVITT 
UTERUS. 

C.  B.,  a  girl  about  21  years  of  age,  was,  dur- 
ing last  October,  admitted  under  the  care  of 
come  so  excruciating  that  she  was  wholly  I  MM.  Boyer  and  Rwx.    Although  she 
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had  never  menstruated,  the  liod  been  in  the 
continual  enjoyment  of  good  health,  until 
her  eighteenth  year,  when  she  began  to  feel 
a  constant  pain  its  the  left  lumbar  region, 
which  gradually  increasing,  at  last  became 
bo  intolerable,  as  to  preclude  almost  nny 
exertion.  Two  months  before  her  admission 
an  n.b«ccss  had  formed  orer  ilie  left  anteiior 
and  superior  spina  ilei,  from  which,  when 
opened  in  tbe  hospital,  a  large  quantity  of 
thick,  healthy  pus  was  discharged.  This 
was  followed  by  no  alleviation  ;  the  pain  con- 
tinued, profuse  suppuration  ensued  from  the 
wound,  hectic  fever  succeded  and  the  patient 
eventually  died,  after  sufierin;,'  a  long  time. 
On  examination  one  of  the  lumbar  vertebra 
was  found  carious,  communicating  by  a  fistu- 
lous passage  with  the  abscess  ;  the  Hiatus 
and  psoas  muscles  were  for  the  greater  part 
destroyed  and  changed  into  a  reddish  pulp, 
the  crista  ilei  was  at  its  anterior  part  denud- 
ed and  carious  ;  the  upper  portion  of  the 
thighbone,   particularly  at  the  trochanter 
minor,  was  surrounded  by  a  large  quantity 
of  purulent  matter  ;  the  capsule  of  the  joint 
was  eroded  at  its  anterior  surface,  and  the 
head  of  the  thighbone  exhibited  traces  of 
incipient  caries.    The  uterus  was  nearly  as 
large  us  in  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy  ;  and 
being  opened,  a  membranaceous  sac  of  con- 
siderable strength  was  found  adherent  to  its 
inner  surface,   and  containing  about  four 
ounces  of  yellowish-grey  pus.    The  exter- 
nal surface  of  this  sac  was  covered  with  a 
semi-putrid  matter  ;  its  interna)  lining  had 
the  appearance  of  a  mucous  membrane  ;  and 
communicated  neither  with  the  neck  of  the 
uterus  nor  the  fallopian  tubes  ;  its  posterior 
part  only  exhibited  some  ulcerations  leading 
into  the  softened  substance  of  the  uterus. 

in  tubes  were  very  small,  and  r 


the  alarm,  on  account  of  its  extreme  sensi- 
bility ;  the  larynx  is  raised,  and  the  epiglottis 
is  acc  urately  and  spasmodically  placed  over 
the  glottis,  which  eutiiely  prevents  the  de- 
scent of  any  extraneous  substance  on  the 
person's  respiting  ;  consequently  the  water 
passes  over  it,  and  down  into  the  stomach. 
The  conclusions  which  may  be  drawn  then, 
are,  1st,  That  if  water  be  found  in  the 
bronchia,  the  person  had  not  been  immersed 
during  life  (provided  decomposition  has  not 
taken  place^  ;  if  found  in  the  stomach,  that 
immersion  had  tuken  place  during  life,  pro- 
vided, also,  decomposition  had  not  occurred. 
March  2d,  18*9. 


T 


til. 


EXAMINATIONS  AT  RHfBABB  HALL. 

To  the  Editor  of  Tub  Lancet. 

Sin,— Amongst  the  numerous  difficulties 
which  present  themselves  to  tire  medical 
student  in  the  acquirement  of  his  profes- 
sional knowledge,  there  is  one  in  particular 
to  which  1  wish  to  direct  your  attention. 
Kvery  one,  1  think,  will  allow,  that  pre* 
viously  to  attending  lectures,  the  rudi- 
ments, at  least,  of  the  different  sciences 
should  be  well  understood.  In  order  to  ac- 
quire these  fundamental  priuciples,  medical 
authors  must,  of  course,  be  consulted.  Now, 
as  the  pens  of  these  gentlemen  are  for  ever 
at  work,  and  as 'they  all  discover  some  grand 
desideratum  in  the  works  of  their  predeces- 
sors, it  is  no  easy  matter  to  select  trom  such 
a  hoctts  poena,  a  clear  and  concise  system. 
Thomson's  Conspectus  affords,  I  think,  the 
most  comprehensive  view  of  the  Materia 
Medica  ;  but  here,  after  he  has  given  the 
Linnrcan  name,  he  wanders  into  a  labyrinth 
of  classes,  orders,  and  natural  orders,  which 
I  strongly  suspect  he  himself  does  not  un- 
derstand, iuasmnch  as  he  is  not  unfrequently 
incorrect  in  his  terms.  Now,  Sir,  I  should 
esteem  it  a  favour,  if  you  or  one  of  your  nu- 
merous correspondents  would  inform  me, 
through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  jour- 
nal, whether  this  long  rigmarole  of  l-imueau 
classes,  orders,  &e.,  is  actually  necessary 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  old  Indies  of  Rhu- 
barb Hall,  or  whether  the  Linn  neon  name  is 
sufficient  without  further  preamble.  1  shall 
also  feel  obliged,  if  you  or  they  would  point 
out  at  the  fame  time,  (as  fur  as  possibly  can 
be  done,)  some  uudcviatirtg  course  for  the 
attainment  of  those  other  biauches  of  medi- 
I  believe  it  is  a  fact  now  well  ascertained,!  cine  and  surgery,  the  knowledge  of  which 
that,  On  immersion  of  the  body  under  water  is  so  essentially  necessary  to  the  welfare  of 
during  life,  the  person  does  not  die  in  con-  the  general  practitioner,  and  the  safety  of 
sequence  of  water  passing  down  into  the  society  at  large.  By  inserting  these  ftw 
lungs,  but  that  death  is  produced  by  suffo*  remarks  in  the  next  Number  of  your  jour- 


K) 


communication  could  be  found  between 
their  cavity  and  that  of  the  uteru3 ;  the 
ovaries  presented  some  corpora  lutea  and 
evident  signs  of  previous  inflammation. — 
Journ.  Hebdomad. 


ijeaui  rnoM  drownino. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sift, — If  you  think  the  following  worthy  a 
place  in  your  valuable  publication,  on  in- 
sertion will  oblige 

Vours,  &ic. 

W.  Ditto n. 


cation  ;  for  when  water  or  afiy  foreign  body 
approaches  the  glottis,  it  immediately  toundt 


nal,  you  will  very  much  oblige. 


X.  Y.  Zi 
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OBITUARY.— TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


OBIT  VARY — SIR.  MART  1NEAU. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — On  the  1st  of  January,  in  this  year, 
died,  riiil.p  Meadows  Martineau,  Esq.,  a-ed 
76,  ihe  most  successful  litholomist  that  ever 
lived.  As  it  has  not  be<  n  recorded  in  any 
tlie  MediculJournals,  and  as  Mr.  Maitineau 


| —Mr.  M.  P.  Moyle— Mr.  Liston— Mr. 
I  Pcwtress—  J.  13. 

I  It  is  probable,  that  a  hospital  capable  of 
coutniriijg  at  least  200  beds,  will  be  erected 
on  part  of  the  foundation  of  the  Loodon 
Uuiversity,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing 
summer.  ..        t* '  r 

We  did  not  insert,  *or  take  any  bo  tic  e,  of 
the  letters  sent  to  ift'  by  Mr.  Lislon'sjias^e- 
sake,  because  we  regarded  them  as  a  weak 


belonged  to  that  cla*s  of  the  profession  styled  ■  it,*';?™"*? 

r-rven.*       .  „         i    i       .  i        i  attempt  at  a  hoax,    dm  the  man  pet  twelve 

Ci.NF.HAL  piiactiticnehs.  1  do  not  know'   i-  i  •  i  .  ... 

wheie  his  obituary  en  be*  so  well  inserted  i  S'  J",  P»P,l»;  10  a£*er    °»  ^honour. 

as  in  the  pages  of  your  Journal.  l,ial  tLe-  ]*Cl™>  0T  at  leaSt'  that  the  6ub' 


Having  been  indebted  to  him  at  the  com 
menccment  of  my  professional  studies,  for 
many  opportunities  of  acquiring  surgical 


»  *   

stance  of  the  lecture  on  aneurism,  was^  %ct 
delivered  by  him  1 

"CP."  The  index  to  the  contents  of 

knowledge,  1  shall  feel  obii^  d  by  your on  lbc  ^In- 
serting "he  enclosed  paragraph  irom  the  ^  !  >l  "F*"*  lT'  °f  pi\bl1' 
Norfolk  Chronicle.  k  1  Ca,10nv;  aDti  11  has  ^en  om.tted  in  the  last 
I  am  Sir  vnnrs  R  r  page'  becau8e  v  e  are  of  opfnion,  that  the 
I  am,  fcir,  yours  c*c.,  space  CJm  be  occupied  more  beneficially  to 

Hammersmith,  March  3d,  18^).^MPS°V'    I  the,r<a<kr'.  81,d  Realise,  as  there  is  a  very 

"  VVe  cannot  insert  in  our  obituary  a  re- 
cord  of   the   death  of   Philip  Meadows 

Martineau,  Esq.,  without  feeling  that  a  tri- 
butary mark  of  respect  is  due  to  the  memory 

of  one,  who,  by  a  long  series  of  unremittin  r 

professional  attention  to  the  surgical  depart- 
ment of  a  noble  institution  in  this  city,  has 

founded  the  strongest  claim  upou  public 

gratitude.  -  Mr.  Martineau  was  one  of  the 

.fust  surgeons  to  the  Norfolk  arid  Norwich 

Hospital  from  its  erection  in  1772,  and  that 

charity  continued  to  have  the  benefit  of  his( 

talent  and  skill  until  within  a  few  months  of 

his  decease.    Pre-eminently  successful  as  an 

operator,  aod  most  Ultimately  acquaiuted 

with  the  theory  of  his  profession,  Mr.  Mar 

tnitau's  name  has  not  been  confined  to  the 

comparative  smtdl  sphere  of  practice  in  thin 

district,  but  is  celebiuted  iu  every  part  of 

En^lnud  and  throughout  Europe,  and  maybe 

said  to  rank  with  the  highest  of  the  same 

faculty.    ]jy  the  exertion  of  such  men,  the 

character  of  our  hospital  has  been  raised  to 

that  of  the  first  class  of  surgical  practice  out 
,  of  the  Metropolis,  particularly  iu  cases  of 
.lithotomy,  a  branch  of  study  to  which  Mr. 

Martineau  had  early  directed  the  vigour  of 

his  mind  with  such  distinguished  success. 

To  the  esteem  of  the  members  of  his  own 

profession  he  united  the  respect  of  all  clashes 

by  the  general  courteoustiess  of  his  manners, 

and  he  may  truly  be  said  to  die  universally 

regretted," 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Communications  have  been  received  from 
.  Mr.  Meredith—Mr.  W.  Clark— Dr.  Forster 
—  Dr.  Walker— Mr.  S.  Cooper— Mr.  J.  S. 
Thomas— Mr.  Wilmot— Mr.  W.  Marsdeu 


'  —  ,    —   —    „  . 

copious  index  to  each  volume  at  the  eud  of 
every  six  months,  we  consider  that  an  index 
to  each  Number  is  not  required. 

"Truth  and  Equity."  The  letter  signed 
thus,  cannot  be  inserted  until  it  is  authen- 
ticated. 

Medical  men,  "  when  summoned  to  give 
evidence  before  coroner's  juries"  cannot 
enforce  payment  for  their  loss  of  time. 
This  circumstance,  we  do  not  hesitate  to 
say,  is  a  disgrace  to  our  lawi 

Mr.  \v.  H.  Thomas  is  deceived.  The 
pupil  whom  he  suspects  has  had  no  share 
whatever  in  the  transaction.  The  Oyster  is 
stale  and  offensive. 

"  E.  X."  will  find  two  notices  of  the  dis- 
turbances at  the  Theatre  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's, in  the  body  of  the  work.  It 
does  not  appear  to  us  that  the  pupils  are  so 
much  to  blame.  If  tlie  physicians,  sur- 
geons, and  lecturers,  were  all  of  them  punc- 
tual to  their  appoiuted  hours,  we  have  no 
doubt  that  the  pupils  would  be  punctual 
also.  Ihe  physicians  and  surgeons  seldom 
reach  the  hospital  at  the  prescribed  time, 
and  tlie  lecturers  often  detain  the  students  in 
the  theatre,  for  twenty  or  thirty  minutes 
beyond  the  hour.  A  student  cannot  listen  to 
au  important  lecture  with  advantage  to  him- 
self, beyond  one  hour  ;  and  no  lecturer,  as  a 
general  rule,  is  justified  in  exceeding  that 
time. 


Erratum. 
In  the  report  of  the  London  Medical  So- 
ciety, for  March  2nd,  which  appeared  in  our 
last  number,  the  line  "  on  the  present  occa- 
sion the  Registrar  officiated"  was  inserted 
in  the  absence  of  the  copy,  after  an  acci- 
dent had  happened  to  the  type  ;  it  should 
not  have  appeared.  And  in  the  second  line 
from  the  bottom,  in  the  same  column,  for 
Registrar  read  President. 
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j&SEASES  OF  vyo'MEN  AND  CHILDREN. 

DELIVERED  AT  GUY  S  HOSPITAL  BY 

DR.  BLUNDELL. 


Lecture  XX. 

Of  Encysted  Accumulation  and  Dropsy  of  the 
Ovary. 

As  water  may  accumulate  in  the  perito- 
neum, so  also  it  sometimes  collects  in  tbe 
ovarian  vesicles — those  amall  vesicles  with 
which  the  ovaiy  is  filled,  aud  which  consti- 
tute the  egg*  of  the  huiuau  species.  At 
first  these  vesicles  contain  hut  little  fluid, 
only  a  few  drops,  or  drachms,  or  ounces ; 
but  the  disease  proceeding,  at  length  pints, 
and  quaits,  and  gallons,  and  larger  mea- 
sures, may  accumulate,  und  the  ovary  may 
become  oi  a  size  enormously  large.  To  the 
late  Mr.  Cox,  a  zealous  and  very  diligent  in- 
quirer, and  a  ^reat  loss  to  surgery,  we  ore 
all  of  us  indebted  for  the  obstetric  curiosity 
here  hhown  you,  consisting  of  ovary,  capa- 
ble of  cont::iiuiig  several  ]<aiifuls,  if  I  may 
be  allowed  to  use  a  homely  measure.  Ju 
sevend  cysts  the  accumulation  may  take 
place,  and  in  all  the  cysts  pretty  equally,  as 
in  the  preparation  here  exhibited;  or  the 
dropsy  may  be  seated  in  one  cyst  only,  as 
the  principal,  though  it  almost  always  hap- 
pens ihdt  otl-cr  cysts  ore  more  or  less  filled ; 
it  may  be  some  few  ounces  only,  while  the 
principal  cyst  contains  many  gallons,  it 
may  be  observed  further,  that  where  this 
dropsy  consists  of  au  accumulation  of  water 
in  several  cysts,  it  sometimes  happens  tliut 

the  cysts  are  in  communication  with  each  I  in  the  consistency  of  the  contents  of  the 
other,  so  that  tbe  water  Hows  out  of  the  oue  i  different  receptacles  in  the  same  ovory,  nor, 
into  the  other-  The  lato  Mr.  Cliue  used  to  with  the  exclusion  of  tapping,  do  1  know  of 
exhibit  a  preparation  of  litis  sort,  observing  (  any  diaguostic  by  which  the  consistency  of  the 
that,  it  you  tapped  one  of  the  cysts  in  this  accumulation  may  be  determined,  excepting 
state  of  the  pans,  you  would,  of  conse-  that  which  is  taken  from  fluctuation  ;  for 
quenccs  empty  oil  the  rest  at  the  same  time;  although,  when  the  fluctuation  is  obscure, 

>i>.  2'.'0.  3  D 


but  this  is  the  only  case  which  it  has  been 
my  lot  to  witness,  for  in  many-cysted  ovn- 
rian  dropsy,  it  far  more  frequently  bappesa 
— in  nine  cases  out  ten  at  least,  and,  pro- 
bably, in  larger  proportion — that  the  cells 
are  not  in  communication  with  each  other, 
the  tapping  of  one  cyst  producing  a  partial 
relief  merely.  Further,  in  ovarian  dropsy, 
the  inner  surface  is  not  always  equable,  but 
is,  we  are  told,  now  and  then  covered  with 
those  excrescences  which  hare,  by  Burns, 
been  compared  to  the  cotyledons  in  tbe  uteri, 
of  the  ruminating  animals;  and  I  would  the 
rather  notice  this  in  giving  you  tbe  morbid 
anatomy  of  the  disease,  because  we  have 
been  advised  to  excite  the  adhesive  inflam- 
mation, so  as  to  occasion  a  cohesion  of  the 
sides  of  the  cysts  to  each  other,  aud  these 
irregularities  must  throw  in  our  way  an  im- 
pediment to  such  a  practice.  In  the  anatomy 
of  ovariun  dropsy,  it  is  important,  too,  to 
recollect,  that  the  cysts  vary  considerably  in 
the  thickness  of  their  sides ;  and  sometimes 
we  find  them  no  tliicker  than  a  piece  of 
brown  paper,  and  sometimes,  as  when 
scirrhus  concurs  with  dropsy,  their  thick- 
ness may  equal  or  exceed  that  of  the  hand, 
a  peculiarity  of  structure  which  must  mate- 
rially obstruct  the  opeiution  of  tapping. 

W  hen  the  enlargement  of  the  ovary  is 
cystic,  there  may  be  real  variety  in  the 
nature  and  consistency  of  its  contents, 
which  may  be  fluid,  viscid,  or  firm,  like 
water,  treacle,  or  couserve — a  difference  of 
no  small  importance  in  relation  to  the 
operation  of  tapping.  Nor  ought  you  to 
be  led  away  with  a  notion  that,  in  the 
first  tappiugs,  the  accumulation  will  be 
watery,  becoming  more  viscid  as  these  tap- 
pings are  repeated ;  fur,  in  more  than  one 
instance,  1  have  my  self  found  viscus  in  ova- 
ries, which  have  never  been  tapped  at  all ; 
nor  is  the  occurrence  by  any  means  infre- 
quent. Add  to  this,  that,  in  many-cysted 
enlargements,  there  may  be  much  difference 
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we  must  not  hastily  infer  that  the  contents  domen,  and  that  it  fluctuates  more  or  less 
of  the  swelling  are  not  aqueous,  we  may  distinctly,  and  lias  hcen  somewhat  rapid  in 
safely  conclude  that  they  are  of  this  con*  its  growth,  there  can  he  but  little  doubt 
sistency,  when  the  undulation  is  found  to  be  that  the  affection  is  a  dropsy  of  the  ovary, 
lively  and  distinct.    Where  a  woman  has  pure,  or  combined  with  scirrhus.  Rapid 
been  tapped  frequently  under  this  disease,  J  growth,  when  it  occurs,  is  an  excellent 
1  strongly  suspect  that  extensive  adhesions  diagnostic  ;  for,  though  slow  growth  is  no 
to  the  parts  adjacent  will  be  by  no  means  j  certaiu  disproof  of  encysted  accumulation, 
infrequent;  but  if  the  disease  have  been  I  we  may  be  almost  certain  that  the  ovary  is 
unattended  with  much  inflammation,  it  does  I  enlarged  from  dropsy/ scirrho-dropsy,  or, 
certainly  sometimes  happen  that  the  adhe*  at  all  events,  an  encysted  accumulation  of 
sions  of  the  enlarged  ovary  are  very  slight,  one  kind  or  auother,if  the  growth  have  taken 


so  that  the  whole  mass  may  be  taken  away. 
The  immense  ovary  here  shown,  probably 
the  largest  preserved  in  any  museum,  setting 
aside  its  healthy  connexion  with  the  side  of 
the  pelvis,  was  bound  to  the  adjacent  parts 
by  one  adhesion  only,  a  port  not  bigger  than 
two  of  my  fingers,  and  which  could  have 
been  easily  cut,  through  the  whole  of  the 
enormous  ovary,  excepting  these  two  ports 
being  perfectly  detached.  Now,  when  any 
of  you  hereafter  are  dissecting  the  hydro- 
pic ovary,  I  would  recommend  you,  in  a 
riew  to  extirpation,  to  observe  how  far  the 
adhesions  are  of  frequent  occurrence ;  and 
where  they  do  occur,  whether  they  are  cir- 
oumsoribed,  or  of  extensive  kind,  and  what 
are  the  symptoms  which  precede  or  accom- 
pany them,  and  which  indicate  their  ex- 
istence.  In  dropsy  of  the  ovary,  too,  let  it 
be  remembered,  that  the  disease  is  not  al- 
ways simple  ;  with  ovarian  dropsy,  scirrhus 
may  be  combined,  whether  this  be  seated  in 
the  ovary  itself,  or  in  the  uterus  ;  the  corn- 
am  p 


place  in  the  course  of  a  few  months. 

Again.  When  patients  labour  under 
ovarian  dropsy  of  earlier  formation,  the 
whole  ovary  not  being  bigger  than  a  child's 
head,  as  in  the  case  of  scirrhus,  the  tumour 
may  fall  down  between  the  vagina  and  the 
rectum.  In  these  cases  symptoms  similar  to 
those  before  enumerated  may  be  produced  ; 
and,  on  examining  with  care,  you  find  a 
swelling  which  fills  the  pelvis,  with  the 
vagina  in  front,  and  the  rectum  behind,  and 
a  certain  character  of  fluctuation  obvious 
enough,  if  the  ovary  be  thin  ;  so  that  there 
are  three  characteristics  by  which  the  recto- 
vaginal dropsy  of  the  ovary  ma}'  be  known :  a 
tumour  within  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  with 
the  vagina  in  front,  and  the  rectum  poste- 
riorly; a  fluctuation  more  or  less  palpable, 
and  an  assemblage  of  symptoms  more  nume- 
rous in  some  cases,  of  smaller  number  in 
others,  but  most  of  them  referrible  to  irrita- 
tion, obstruction,  and  compression  of  the 
viscera  within  the  pelvis. 
In  ovarian  dropsy,  of  earlier  formation, 


btnation  of  scirrhus  and  dropsy,  in  the  s 

ovary,  being  by  no  means  uncommon ;  add  I  however,  the  enlarged  ovary  generally  lies 

above  the  brim,  and  there,  in  the  iliac 
fossa,  to  the  right  or  left,  it  may  usually 
be  found  forming  a  tumour,  not  inaptly 
compared  to  the  foetal  head,  of  tuberose  sur- 
face, or  equable.    A  dropsy  of  this  kiud  it 


to  which,  that  when  the  ovary  on  one 
is  affected  with  dropsy,  the  ovary  on  the 
other  side  may  be  affected  with  dropsy  too. 

Character* — When  a  woman  labours  under 
dropsy  of  the  ovary,  of  longer  standing  and 


of  greater  size,  she  tells  you,  perhaps,  that  j  may  not  be  so  easy  to  distinguish  as  the  pre- 


•he  has  been  ill  for  months  or  years  to- 
gether; and  yon  examine  the  abdomen,  and 
find  that  it  fluctuates-— if  the  cysts  be  thick, 


ceding,  as  the  fluctuation  may  not  be  de- 
monstrable through  the  abdominal  coverings. 
Nothing,  however,  is  easier,  thau  to  ascer- 


obscurely  — if  thin,  as  distinctly    as  in  j  tain  that  the  ovary  is  enlarged,  and  if  at  the 


ascites,  or  a  dropsy  of  the  uterus,  or  an 
accumulation  of  water  in  the  bladder,  and 
therefore  you  should  be  on  your  guard. 
Further.  On  making  inquiry,  you  learn 
that  the  tumour  is  lying  more  on  one  side 
of  the  pelviB  than  the  other  (a  great  charac- 
teristic of  the  disease)  ;  and  unless,  indeed, 
the  tumour  be  large  enough  to  fill  the  whole 
cavity,  you  find,  moreover,  that  it  occupied 
the  inferior  and  middle,  rather  than  the 
superior,  part  of  the  abdomen  ;  and  now 
and  then,  indeed  not  uncommonly,  the  sur- 
face of  the  cyst  is  tuberose,  as  in  the  prepa- 
ration here  exhibited.  Now,  on  examina- 
tion, if  you  find  an  abdominal  tumour  of 
tuberose  surface,  or  even  of  surface  round 
and  equable,  or  if  you  find  that  the  tumour 
inclines  to  the  one  or  other  side  of  the  ab- 


end of  a  few  months  there  be  a  great  incre- 
ment of  bulk,  we  may  be  pretty  certain  that 
the  enlargement  is  from  effusion,  whether 
watery,  viscid,  puriform,  or  of  other  charac- 
ter ;  for,  as  before  observed,  there  is  much 
variety  here. 

Where  there  is  a  dropsy  of  the  ovary, 
the  general  health  is  not  infrequently 
good,  especially  in  the  middle  or  earlier 
period  of  the  disease  ;  the  woman  sometimes 
becoming  much  reduced  in  the  latter  pe« 
riod,  and  suffering  much  from  cachexia.  In 
some  cases,  the  quantity  of  the  urine  se- 
creted may  be  considerably  diminished, 
though  a  pretty  free  secretion  is  by  no  means 
uncommon.  Nor  is  it  to  be  forgotten,  that 
in  dropsy  of  the  ovary,  as  in  scirrhus,  there 
may  be  on  ocdomatous  swelling  of  the  legs, 
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or  of  one  leg  more  than  the  other;  and  care  man  has  been  pregnant,  and,  in  dropsy  of 

must  be  taken  that  this  do  not  deceive  you  the  ovum,  more  especially;  and  it  does  not 
into  a  belief  that  the  woman  labours  under  j  follow,  because  you  have  onte  tapped  a  wo- 

anasarca  of  the  common  kind.    The  a'dema  mail  for  ovarian  dropsy,  that,  therefore,  a  se- 

seems  to  be  (he  result  of  pressure  on  the  cond  time  the  operation  is  to  be  performed, 

vessels  above,  and  this  is,  perhups,  the  rea-  without  previously  inquiring  whether  the 

son  why  one  siile  swells  more  than  the  titms  or  the  bladder  he  full ;  for  when  the 

other,  namely,  that  side  on  which  the  tu-  second  tapping  is  proposed,  the  supposed 

rnour  is  principally  seated.    Women  onte  ovarian  dropsy  may,  in  reality, he  an  enlarge- 


tapped,  oft^u  lill  rapidly  afterwards,  but 
the  first  growth  of  ovarian  droi  sy  occupies 


me nt  of  the  woinu  or  bladder:  be  on  your 
guard,  therefore.    In  ail  cases  where  cir- 


verv  different  periods,  varying  from  mouths  cumstatires  lead  you  to  suspect  lliut  there 
to  years,  for  1  have  reason  to  believe,  that  may  be  an  accumulation  of  water  in  the 


large  colle  lions  of  water  may  take  place  in  bladder,  a  catheter  introduced,  with  cau- 
tiie  course  of  a  lew  mouths  ouly,  and,  in  ;  tiotis  forraeily  given,  will  give  the  diagnos- 
the  latter  case,  the  general  health  is  more  tic  ,  and,  in  every  instance,  when  the  uterus 
likely  lo  sutler.  is  suspected,  let  a  careful  examiuation  be 

Treatment. —  The  treatment  of  this  disease  instituted  by  the  vagina.  You  should  re- 
may  bf  divided,  1  think,  into  three  kinds,  |  member,  also,  where  you  are  thinkiug  of 
that  which  is  proper  in  the  way  of  palliating  ■  the  operation  of  tapping  the  ovary,  that  the 
the  affection  ;  that,  again,  which  is  proper,  water  is  sometimes  collected  in  several 
with  a  view  of  radically  curing  the  disease  ;  cysts,  as  iu  the  preparations  on  the  table, 


and  that  which  is  required,  if,  indeed,  any 
be  required,  where  the  cure  of  the  disease 
is  taking  place  spontaneously,  for  such  cures 
do  now  and  then  occur.  In  medicine,  1 
believe,  you  have  no  effectual  means  of 
palliating  these  encysted  accumulations, 
and,  in  general,  those  may  do  best,  who 
struggle  least.  The  dropsy  of  the  ovary 
cannot  be  cured,  in  the  general,  by  diure- 
tics, cathartics,  emetics,  mercutial  action, 
or  the  like  ;  and,  therefore,  you  ought  to 
be  very  cautious  how  you  have  recourse 
to  any  of  these  means,  at  least  with  violence, 
lest  you  should  leave  the  patient  in  a  worse 


and  that  those  cysts  are  not  always,  nor,  in- 
deed, generally,  in  communication  with  each 
other;  these  cysts,  whether  communicating 
or  se  parate,  are  more  especially  to  he  looked 
for,  provided  the  tumour  in  the  abdomen 
have  a  tuberose  surface,  as  in  the  prepara- 
tion here  exhibited.  Hydatids  too,  may,  I 
believe,  form  in  the  ovary,  but  the  acci- 
dent ib  rare  ;  and  hence  when,  from  the 
form  of  the  tumour,  many  cysts  are  sus- 
pected, it  may  bo  proper  to  mention  to  the 
friends,  though  not  to  the  patieut  herself, 
that  there  is  a  chance  of  your  not  being 
able  to  empty  the  ovary  com  pie  inly,  so  that 


condition  than  you  found  her.    I  will  not  a  disappointment  inay  be  prevented. 


venture  to  say  you  are  not  justifiable  in 
making  gentle  attempts  with  these  remedies, 
but  experience  shows,  that  from  these  me- 
dicines so  little  good  is  to  be  obtained,  that, 
in  attempts  like  these,  the  constitution 
ought  not  to  be  injured.  The  most  effec- 
tual means  of  palliating  the  disease  is  by 
tapping,  and,  in  the  ordinary  modes  of  prac- 
tice, even  this  is  to  bo  delayed  as  long  as 
may  be,  for  if  a  woman  is  once  lapped, 
she  often  tills  very  rapidly  again  ;  it  may  be 


I  have  already  observed  to  you,  that  in 
many  cases  where  the  ovary  is  hydropic,, 
the  cyst  may  be  very  tbiu,  and  tapped  as 
easily  as  the  common  integument ;  but,  fur- 
ther, when  going  to  perform  this  operation, 
remember,  that  sometimes  the  front  of  the 
ovaty  is  thick,  and  that  if  you  do  not  push 
the  instrument  far  enough,  on  withdrawing 
the  trocar,  you  are  surprised  to  find  that  not 
a  drop  of  water  is  coming  away,  and  this 
though  you  know  the  cose  to  be  dropsical; 


years  before  she  requires  the  first  tapping,  whereas  if  the  trocar  is  pushed  further,  the 


but  she  may  require  to  be  tapped  the  second 
time,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  or  weeks, 
or,  at  the  most,  of  a  few  months,  so  that  if 
we  operate  injudiciously,  we  are  making 
bad  worse.  In  performing  this  operation  of 
tapping,  where,  it  seems,  from  the  large  bulk 
of  the  tumour,  to  be  abs  olutely  necessary,  1 
would  recommend  you  in  all  cases  to  be 
careful  to  know  whether  the  woman  is  preg- 
nant,  and  whether  the  tumour  arise  from 
the  retention  of  urine  ;  for  great  scaudal,  if 
1  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  has  arisen 
to  our  profession,  from  neglecting  inqui- 
ries of  this  kind.  Distended  bladder  ha3 
been  mistaken  for  ovarian  dropsy  ;  nay,  the 
uterus  itself  has  been  tapped,  when  the  wo- 


water  will  flow,  and  readiiv  enough  ;  cases 
of  this  kind  are  not,  on  the  whole,  very  un- 
common, and  they  not  only  occasion  more 
difficulty  in  tapping,  but  there  is  the  more 
risk  of  a  dangeious  inflammation,  provided 
the  instrument  is  pushed  through  a  good 
deal  of  diseased  substance.  All  this  should 
be  well  weighed  before  you  operate;  iu- 
deed,  in  these  cases  of  schirro-dropsy,  it 
may,  I  suspect,  be  better  not  to  operate  at 
all.  When  a  woman  has  been  tapped  often, 
it  is  said  that,  after  every  operation,  the  fluid 
which  issues  may  become  thicker  and  thicker ; 
thick  as  soap  suds,  thick  as  treacle,  or  of 
denser  consistency  than  this  ;  but  though 
this  may  be  true,  you  are  not  to  suppose 
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that  it  is  only  after  repeated  tappings  thnt 
these  thickenings  occur ;  for,  as  before  ob- 
served, the  contents  of  the  ovary  may  be 
viscid  from  the  very  first,  and  tins  becomes 
very  probable,  provided  you  find  that  the 
fluctuation,  is  very  obscure.  1  remember 
once  seeing  a  woman  in  the  East  of  the 
town,  labouring  under  a  dropsy  of  this  kind, 
for  which  tapping  was  recommended.  On 
seeing  this  woman,  I  told  the  friends  that 
the  contents  of  the  ovary  were  probably 
viscid ;  for,  though  the  growth  bad  been 
rapid,  the  fluctuation  was  obscure  ;  nor  did  1 
regret  this  cautionary  opinion,  fur  when 
the  ovary  was  topped,  there  came  away 
enough  to  show  that  encysted  accumu- 
lation existed  ;  but  still  the  discharge  was 
sparing,  viscid,  and  the  tumour  remained  un- 
reduced. Mr.  Abernethy  afterwards  saw  this 
case,  when  the  urgency  of  the  distention 
led  the  attendant  to  operate  again,  with  as 
little  benefit  as  before  ;  ou  observing  this, 
Mr.  Abernethy  prudently  dissuaded  from 
further  attempts,  observing,  as  1  was  in- 
formed, that  it  would  not  do  to  go  on  boring 
holes  in  the  belly,  agiwsco  hmiinem,  and  ulti- 
mately tite  patient  died.  When  you  are 
going  to  tup,  let  it  be  further  remembered 
that,  after  all  your  best  care,  inflammation 
of  the  cyst  mny  occur,  slight,  or  in  that  de- 
gree which  may  carry  off  the  patient. 

The  late  Mr.  Chevalier  once  had  oc- 
casion to  tap  an  ovary  containing  seven- 
teen gallons ;  in  this  case  it  was  thought 
proper  to  proceed  with  caution,  and  the 
water  was  drawn  off,  not  all  at  once,  for 
this  sudden  collapse  would  have  been 
dangerous,  but  at  three  or  four  different 
times,  yet  notwithstanding  the  prudent  man- 
ner in  which  the  operator  proceeded,  exten- 
sive inflammation  of  the  cyst  ensued,  and  the 
woman  died  hectic,  at  the  end  of  a  few 
weeks,  with  one  or  two  gallons  of  puriform 
matter  in  the  cyst.  It  is  remarkable  that 
no  inflammatory  tenderness  accompanied 
this  attack.  When  a  woman  is  tapped, 
she  may  also  sink  in  a  few  days  fr.>m 
symptoms  of  exhaustion, — symptoms  very 
similar  to  those  arising  from  fluodings,  or 
cholera  morbus.  And  this,  I  suppose,  more 
frequently  happens  when  the  avary  fills 
again  very  rapidly,  say  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks;  instances  of  which  1  have  my- 
aelf  seen.  Some  women  sink  in  this  man- 
ner alter  the  first  tapping,  or  thus  many 
sink  gradually  after  they  have  been  tapped 
some  five  or  six  times,  which  may,  per- 
haps, be  on  average  number ;  in  a  feu- 
rare  cases  they  may  live  to  be  tapped  much 
oftener,  and,  indeed,  tliere  are  cases  which 
you  should  treat  with  peculiar  attention,  in 
which  the  constitution  seems  to  suffer  but 
very  little,  and  where  the  woman  may  be 
tapped  a  surprising  number  of  times,  very 
great  quantities  of  fluid  being  taken  away, 


and  the  general  health  and  spirits  flagging 
but  little  in  consequence.  A  lady  was  tapped 
by  Portal,  eight-and-twenty  times ;  and  in  a 
case  related  by  Ford,  the  patient  was  tapped 
forty-nine  times,  2649  pints  being  taken 
from  her ;  by  the  late  Mr.  Morlineau  of 
Norwich,   a    woman    was  tapped  eighty 
times,  and  from  her  thirty  hogsheads  were 
extracted.    For  a  reference  to  these  cases  I 
am  indebted  to  an  excellent  and  laborious 
obstetric  writer,  I  mean  Burns.  Although 
women  do  live  now  and  then  to  undergo 
these  frequent  tappings,  end  other  instances 
have  been  communicated  to  me,  yet  they 
more  generally  sink  ;  and  hence,  in  ordi- 
nary practice,  the  longer  the  first  tapping 
can  he  delayed  the  better,  for   there  is 
nothing  more  unwise  than  to  ground  )Our 
general  practice  upou  the  exception  to  the 
rule,  though  the  error  is  not  infrequently 
committed.    Make  the  best  of  it,  and  tap- 
ping, after  all,  is  but  an  unsatisfactory 
sort   of  remedy ;  dangerous  in  scirrho- 
dropsy — of  partial  relief  in   dropsy  with 
many  cysts — of  no  effect  when  the  encysted 
material  is  viscid — obnoxious  to  inflamma- 
tions—  adhesions  —  suppurations — exhaus- 
tions—  repetitions  —  and  death,   even  in 
cases  the  most  favourable  ;  and  the  more  1 
have  seen  of  this  operation,  the  more  I  have 
felt  inclined  to  whisper  to  myself,  when  the 
surgeon  has  taken    up  his  instrument—"  I 
wish  he  could  do  something  better." 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 

EFFECT  OF  PRU8SIC  ACID  ON  PLANTS. 

By  M.  R.  Goeppert. 

The  experiments  of  M.  Macoire-Prierep, 
the  results  of  which  we  detailed  in  No.  289, 
are,  for  the  most  part,  confirmed  by  those  of 
M.  Goeppert,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
short  account. 

Plants,  with  their  roots  immersed  in  a 
solution  of  prussic  acid,  (five  parts  to  400 
of  distilled  water,)  died  in  a  shorter  or 
longer  period,  the  maximum  of  which  was 
five  days,  (Senecio  vulgaris,)  and  the  mini- 
mum six  hours  {Fumaria  eajrrtalala).  In 
all  plants  the  stalk  became  discoloured,  con- 
tracted, and,  at  last,  shrunk  up  ;  the  effect 
on  the  leaves  was  rather  slow,  and  first 
manifested  itself  in  the  veins,  which  be- 
came of  a  brown  colour;  graminaceous 
plauts  6eemed  to  be  the  least  susceptible  of 
the  pcisonous  action.  In  milky  plants,  as 
the  etiplioibiee,  papd'eraceec,^  &c,  the  juice 
ceased  to  flow  from  the  lower  parts,  which 
were  affected  by  the  poison,  while,  in  the 
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upper,  it  continued  to  escape  as  before ; 
this  difference  being  evidently  n  t  pro- 
duced by  the  chemical  act'on  of  the  acid, 
(as  was  ascertained  In  mixing  sjim*  ucid 
with  the  j  Li.it,)  tlie  author  inf*:;s  1 1 1 k t  it 
d -jfiniL' i  oa  its  deMruc:ive  it  (luetic*'  on 
tie  c  mtmciility  of  the  luctifeious  vessels. 
The  vajtiiiiM  t  (  prussic  acid  were  found  to 
be  as  deleterious  an  the  s  dotion  j  in  either 
case,  the  poisonous  action  was  not  commu- 
nicated from  the  leaves  to  other  parts, 
although  the  poiso:i  being  applied  to  the 
roots,  the  rest  of  the  plant  was  alwnvs 
more  or  less  rapidly  athtted.  The  leaves 
of  those  plant.}  which  contain  prusbic  arid, 
as  laurel,  eve.,  being  submitted  to  the  action 
of  hydrocyanic  v;  p  >urs,  died  as  quickly  As 
those  of  other  plants;  a  small  quantity  of 
jh  vilered  laurel  lane*,  or  bitter  almonds,  was 
sufficient  to  kill  branches  detached  from  the,  same 
trcei,  while  no  tjf'ect  wjsotwved  to  take  place,  if 
branches,  recently  separated  f  rom  these  trees,  were 
b> ought  into  contact  even  with  the  m»tt  delicate 
plants.  As  to  the  menus  by  which  such  a  vola- 
tile substaute  as  prussic  acid  isretained  in  the 
living  plants,  tin  u^!i  emitted  almost  imme- 
diately after  their  deatlj,  we  are  perfectly 
ignorant  of  them.  From  .«;.n;e  or  M.  (joep- 
pert's  experiments,  it  appears  that  eleva- 
tion of  temperature-  inert a-es  the  action  of 
the  prussic  acid  ;  in  no  ense  was  tt  found 
possible  to  restore  the  plants  which  had 
once  exhibited  signs  of  being  poisoned  : 
the  carbonate  of  ammonia  was  often  em- 
ployed as  an  antidote,  but  with-mt  success. 
From  chemical  analysis  of  the  poisoned 
plants,  it  appeared  that  the  pru**ic  acid  was 
directly  absorbe  d,  and  all  parts  of  the  plants 
seemed  to  contain  nearly  the  same  quantify 
of  it  ;  on  carefullv  dissecting  them,  it  was 
found  that  the  cells  were  .shrunk  and  con- 
tra* ted,  and  their  green  colour  completely 
destroyed,  while  the  spiral  vessels  had 
undergone  no  alteration  whatever.  This 
explains  the  circumstance  of  mcnocotyle- 
douous  being  less  affected  than  dicotyle- 
donous plants,  the  former  containing  more 
spiral  vessels  and  cellular  tusua  than  the 
latter. — Jntiales  des  Sciene.  Natur. 


intermittent  character;  every  morning,  at 
eight  o'clock,  the  patient  was  seized  with 
shi rerii  g,  followed  by  heat  and  profuse 
perspir.it  n  ;  at  the  same  time,  the  head- 
ncli  heouuic  more  viol,  nt  and  throbbing, 
ancl  though,  at  iirst,  confined  to  the  right 
half  of  the  forehead,  gradually  extended 
over  the  right  side  of  the  face,  ihe  skin 
of  which  became  swelled,  and  covered  with 
an  erysipelatous  redness  ;  the  right  eye  was 
extremely  painful,  and  incapable  of  bearing 
the  light,  and  the  conjunctiva  violently  in- 
jected. These  symptoms,  which  were  con- 
fined to  the  right  side,  having  lasted  for 
about  three  hour*,  terminated  in  profuse 
secretion  of  tears,  after  which  the  patient 
was  perfectly  well  fur  the  rest  of  the  day. 
Cieneral  and  locil  bleeding,  as  well  as  dia- 
phoretics, emollient  poultices,  Sue,  having, 
for  a  long  time,  been  employed  without  any 
effect,  and  the  periodical  affection  of  the 
eye  becoming  still  more  intense,  the  sul- 
phate of  quinine  was,  at  lust,  resorted  to, 
duiiug  the  intermission;  after  a  few  doses, 
the  attacks  became  less  frequent  and  vio- 
lent, and  by  continuing  its  use  for  a  few 
we  ks,  the  patient  was  perfectly  cured. — 
Joum,  ton  Cuiej'e. 


■ 


INTERMITTENT  OPHTHALMIA  CI'  RED  BY  THE 
SULPHATE  OP  QUININE. 

This  case  is  related  by  Dr.  Heuter,  of 
Marburg.    A  labourer,  about  6tt  years  of 
age,  of  a  robust  and  plethoric  constitution, 
was,  in  August  last,  affected  with  a  slight' 
bronchitis,  which  was  followed  by  coryza 
and  violent  headach  over  the  right  frontal 
sinus  ;   at  first,  the  pain  was  but  slight  : 
and  as  it  never  last  d  tor  more  than  a  few 
hours  in  the  morning,  hardly  prevented  him 
from  continuing  his  wor!;  ;  hut  it  "radun  lv 
became  more  intense,  ami  of  au  apparently 


VOLt minols  varicocele; 

Successf  ully  treated  by  Tying  th«  Spermatic 
Arteries. 

Xicol.  Rigneri,  a  native  of  Greece,  of  a 
icbuit  constitution,  had  enjoyed,  good  health 
up  to  his  fifteenth  year,  when  he  observed  a 
tumour  forming  on  the  left  side  of  the  scro- 
tum, which  gradually  increased,  and  at  last 
attained  such  a  size,  as  almost  entirely  to- 
prevent  him  from  walking.  Several  sur- 
geons had  been  consulted,  who  recommend- 
ed absolute  rest  and  cold  lotions  ;  but,  as 
the  tumour  continued  to  enlarge,  he  applied, 
in  October  last,  to  M.  Amusat.  Fifteen 
years  had  then  elapsed  since  the  first  ap^ 
peanut ce  of  the  tumour,  which  had  now  be- 
come of  the  size  of  a  child's  head,  and,  al- 
though free  from  pain,  and  unaccompanied 
by  any  general  constitutional  disturbance, 
r-ndered  almost  every  movement  so  dif- 
ficult, that  the  patient  was  anxious  to  have 
it  r"tr.oved  by  nu  operation.  The  nature 
of  the  enlargement  having  been  clearly  as- 
certained, M.  Amusat  resolved  not  to  re- 
move the  testicle,  but  to  place  a  ligature 
round  the  sperma'ie  atteryof  the  affected 
side.  The  incision  through  the, skin  having 
hoi-n  made,  as  in  the  operation  for  inguinal 
hernia,  M.  Amusat  experienced  consider- 
able difficulty  in  layiug  baiv  the  artery, 
which  was  closely  covered,  and  surrounded 
by  the  enlarged  veins;  but  he  at  Inst  suc- 
ceeded, and  tied  nil  the  loteries  going  to  tho 
testicle ;  tho  wound  was  simply  dressed. 
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Shortly  after  the  operation,  inflammatory 
symptoms,  and,  on  the  following  day,  a  con- 
siderable oedematous  swelling  of  the  scro- 
tum ensued ;  but,  after  copious  venesec- 
tion, and  under  the  application  of  hot 
fomentations,  these  symptoms  subsided ; 
and,  on  the  fifth  day,  the  wound  presented 
a  healthy  suppurating  surface.  On  the 
evening  of  the  same  day,  however,  an  ab- 
scess formed  on  the  left  side  of  the  scrotum, 
and,  when  opened,  discharged  a  large  quan- 
tity of  very  fetid,  purulent,  and  gangrenous 
matter ;  a  great  portion  of  the  scrotum  be- 
came eventually  gangrenous,  but,  fortunate- 
ly, the  deep-seated  parts  were  not  affected, 
and  the  large  ulcer,  resulting  from  the  mor- 
tification of  the  skin  and  cellular  tissue,  was 
at  last  completely  healed.  The  wound  of 
the  operation  was  cicatrised  on  the  eigh- 
teenth day  after  it;  the  ligatures  haviug 
come  awuy  a  few  days  before.  At  the  time 
of  the  report,  (on 'the  2lst  of  February,) 
the  patient  was  perfectly  cured,  except  that 
the  left  testicle  had  become  atrophic  ;  the 
spermatic  veins  were  changed  into  hard  and 
tortuous  chords.— La  Clinique. 


TELLOW  FEVER   AT  GIBRALTAR. 

This  formidable  epideray  has  at  last  ceased 
to  rage ;  and,  and  since  the  16th  of  January, 
it  has  been  deemed  unnecessary  to  enforce 
any  longer  the  quarantine,  and  the  other  sa- 
nitary measures.  The  number  of  patients 
who  were  affected  with  the  yellow  fever, 
amounts  to  5/270,  to  which,  it  appears,  no 
less  than  1300  must  be  added,  who  were 
not  entered  in  the  official  accounts  ;  1412 
of  the  above  number  were  soldiers,  and 
amongst  them  the  mortality  was  1  to  S.41 ; 
amongst  other  patients,  it  was  only  1  to  4.15 ; 
the  absolute  number  of  deaths  was  1658. 

Mi  Chervin,  whose  researches  on  the 
nature  of  yellow  fever  have  been  given  in  a 
former  number  of  Tue  Lancet,  was  sent 
by  the  Academic  Royale  de  M6decine  of 
Paris  to  Gibraltar,  in  order  to  observe  the 
epidemy.  In  his  last  communication  to  the 
Academie,  he  declares  the  disease  at  Gib- 
raltar to  be  identical  with  the  yellow  fever 
of  the  West  Indies ;  and  asserts,  that  the 
most  scrupulous  investigations  he  made, 
during  his  stay  at  Gibraltar,  with  respect 
to  the  contagiosity  or  non-contagosiity  of 
the  disease,  have  only  contributed  to  con- 
firm his  former  opinion  on  the  subject. 
M.  Chervin  was  accompanied  by  M.  Louis, 
who,  soon  after  his  arrival  at  Gibraltar,  had 
a  slight  attack  of  the  disease,  from  which  he 
recovered  within  a  short  time.  As  soon  as 
the  official  report  of  MM.  Chervin  and  Louis 
has  been  laid  before  the  Academie  Royale, 
an  extract  of  it  shall  be  given  to  our  read- 
ers. 


ON  THE 

EXPORTATION  OF  DEAD  BODIES 

FROM  IRELAND  TO  ENGLAND  AND 
SCOTLAND. 

To  tht  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Dear  Sir, — Had  space  permitted  me,  I 
intended  to  have  concluded  a  late  communi- 
cation with  a  few  observations  on  the  ex- 
portation of  dead  bodies  from  Ireland  to 
Great  Britain  and  Scotland  ;  a  subject,  I 
assure  you,  of  equal,  if  not  of  greater,  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  the  medical 
schools  of  Dublin,  than  the  repeal  of  any 
old,  or  the  enactment  of  any  new,  law,  for 
the  regulating  of  supplies  for  anatomical 
pursuits.  This  novel  branch  of  Irish  com- 
merce, for  such  it  may  be  designated,  with- 
out any  intention  to  exaggerate,  has  recent- 
ly increased  to  such  au  alarming  extent, 
I  that  its  evils  are  deeply  felt,  and  its  extinc- 
lion  anxiously  desired  by  the  medical  pro- 
fession, and  the  whole  population  of  Dublin. 
Notwithstanding  the  injurious  consequences 
already  resulting  from  this  traffic,  for  which 
the  word  nuisance  affords  but  a  faint  defini- 
tion, I  confess  I  approach  its  discussion  with 
diffidence,  and  for  two  obvious  reasons.  In 
the  first  place,  it  is  impossible  to  consider 
this  topic  fully,  without  a  disclosure  of  de- 
tails, of  which,  perhaps,  it  were  better  that 
the  public,  impressed  with  its  present  feel- 
ings, should  remain  ignorant.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  study  of  our  profession  imposes 
on  us  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to 
measures  for  its  attainment,  the  divulgence 
of  which  is  calculated  not  only  to  awaken 
a  still  stronger  sentimental  hostility  to  our 
pursuits,  but  also  to  enable  society  to 
avenge  the  violation  of  its  prejudices,  by 
defeating  those  means  which  are  essential 
to  acquiring  a  knowlege  of  an  indispensable 
art.  In  reforming,  therefore,  the  abuse  of 
these  objectionable  measures,  it  strikes  me 
that  care,  if  possible,  should  be  taken  to 
avoid  this  twofold  inconvenience  ;  and  that, 
in  raising  the  veil  of  a  system  for  the  repair 
of  its  machinery,  we  do  not  imprudently  ex- 
pose those  parts  of  it  which  might  subject 
the  whole  to  popular  destruction.  In  the 
second  place,  1  am  aware  that  any  attempt 
on  my  part  to  prevent  this  practice,  may  na- 
turally subject  me,  perhaps,  to  the  odium 
of  men  in  other  places,  who,  in  an  irritable 
simile,  might  liken  me  to  one  who,  having 
an  abundance  of  provision,  officiously  steps 
forward  to  deprive  a  garrison  in  distress  of 
the  means  of  subsistence.  1  admit  the  force 
of  this  pathetic  argument ;  and,  as  an  ad- 
mirer, at  least,  of  science,  I  should  regret 
being  in  any  manner  instrumental  to  the 
curtailment  of  its  spreading  illumination. 
No  law,  however,  either  human  or  divine, 
with  which  I  happen  to  be  acquainted,  or- 
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dnins  thaf  we  should  lore  oar  neighbour 
better  than  ourselves,  and  when  it  becomes 
a  question  of  convenience  between  two  par- 
ties, where  one  of  them  possesses  the  power 
of  accommodating  himself,  even  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  other,  the  moral  duty  in  such  & 
case  lias  been  long  since  defined  by  Cicero,  in 
his -illustration  of  the  two  men  in  danger  of 
drowning  on  one  plank,  ihe  stronger  of 
whom  he  advises  to  save  himself,  though 
his  companion  should  sink.  I  would,  there- 
fore, justify  my  interference  on  the  selfish 
grounds  of  expediency,  created  by  those 
eviU  that,  I  shall  hereafter  show,  arise  out 
of  this  custom,  so  inimical  to  the  welfare  of 
the  anatomical  schools  of  Dublin,  which,  to 
me,  are  nationally  of  paramount  considera- 
tion ;  for  though  "  I  respect  Csesar,  I  love 
Home  still  more." 

Such  are  the  rpason3  which  would  have 
induced  me  to  dtclme  the  discussion  of  this 
theme,  if  they  had  not  been  opposed  by 
others  more  cogent  and  convincing.  To  the 
abolition  of  the  us^e  on  its  own  merits,  au 
objection  has  been  started  which  deserves 
some  attention,  and  it  is  this: — That  the 
exportation  of  dead  bodies  is  precisely  as 
justifiable  as  the  exportation  of  dead  or  lite 
bullocks;  or,  in  short,  of  any  other  commo- 
dity which  Irelnnd  imports  into  Kngland  or 
Scotland.  To  adding  this  novel  item  of  dead 
bodies  lo  the  "  day  notes"  of  our  custom 
houses,  if  honestly  obtained  in  the  way  of 
business,  there  appears,  at  first  sight,  in- 
deed, no  valid  objection  as  an  abstract  pro- 
position. A  very  convenient  precedent, 
too,  for  this  argument,  is  found  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  proprietors  of  the  schools,  who 
ore  well  known  to  purchase  dead  bodies, 
and  to  retail  them  to  their  pupils  at  a  con- 
siderable profit.  The  great  advantage,  also, 
accruing  to  science,  from  an  export  trade  of 
this  description,  has  been  adduced  as  au  ad- 
ditional ground  for  its  toleration.  I  am 
willing  to  allow  the  weight  of  these  and  all 
other  reasons  which  hove  been  advanced 
in  favour  of  the  commercial  disposal  of  the 
dead  ;  but  the  decision  of  the  question  in 
this  manner,  appears  to  ine  to  be  one  of  those 
unfortunate  examples  of  false  reasoning,  in 
which  the  utility  of  a  measure  is  judged  of 
by  its  partial,  instead  of  its  general,  conse- 
quences. Exporting  dead  bodies  would,  no 
doubt,  be  an  excellent  arrangement,  if  its 
good  effects,  alone,  could  be  secured  with- 
out its  evils.  It  should,  however,  be  recol- 
lected, that  the  exhumation  of  bodies,  and 
the  sale  of  them  by  the  proprietors  of 
schools,  which  are  assumed  as  a  sufficient 
sanction  for  the  export  traffic,  are  by  all, 
even  on  this  snmll  scale,  considered  great 
evils  ;  a  circumstance  which  I  deem  it  unne- 
cessary to  prove,  as  I  have  never  met  with 
one  sceptical  enough  not  to  believe  it.  Admit 
a  free  exportation  of  this  kind,  and  what 


will  be  the  general  result 1  Simply  a  multi- 
plication of  these  evils  to  an  indefinite  ex- 
tent. For  the  aupply  of  the  Dublin  schools 
at  present,  a  few  abandoned  characters  are 
competent.  Allow  the  exporting  project 
free  scope,  and  you  increase,  to  an  unlimited 
amount,  the  number  of  those  dissolute  men, 
to  the  manifest  danger  of  society,  by  fami- 
liarizing their  minds  with  scenes  and  actions 
which  exercise  the  worst  moral  influence  on 
the  human  heart.  The  local  evils  of  this 
moral  deterioration  of  character  are  now,  in 
a  great  measure,  kept  within  safe  bounds; 
the  resurrectionists  are  checked  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  a  responsible  order  of  men,  to 
whom,  as  servants,  they  are  amenable  for 
their  conduct  ;  but  in  the  export  trade,  no 
such  salutary  control  could  be  exercised 
over  them,  the  patties  concerned  residing  at 
a  distance  of  several  hundred  miles.  A  new 
race  of  resurrection  men  would  undoubtedly 
be  created  by  such  an  arrangement,  without 
any  respectable  body  to  watch  their  conduct. 
The  home  and  foreign  branches  of  this  spe- 
cies of  commerce  differ  in  this  important  re- 
spect, that  the  former  is  conducted  under 
the  inspection  of  moral  and  educated  men  ; 
|  the  latter  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
i  band  of  ruffian  speculators,  who  might  in- 
'  dul-©  their  dangerous  propensities  without 
|  tear  of  punishment  or  detection.  Were  the 
trade,  indeed,  conducted  by  philosophers, 
as  one  might  suppose  that  the  advocates  of 
it  intended  or  thought  it  would  be,  from  their 
unsuspicious  opinions,  there  would  be  very 
little  ground  for  such  apprehensions  ;  but, 
carried  on  by  its  present  agents,  or  by  per- 
sons of  their  description,  (and  by  such  men 
certainly  would  it  be  transacted,  for,  as  so- 
ciety is  at  present  constituted,  no  reputable 
character  would  embark  in  it,)  the  worst 
consequences,  I  fear,  might  be  justly  anti- 
cipated. Not  the  least  injurious  of  those 
consequences  would  be  the  lowering  of 
the  medical  profession  in  the  eyes  of  the 
public,  who  would  inevitably  confound  the 
cultivator  of  science  with  the  spoliator  of 
the  gTave,  the  "  receiver '*  being,  prover- 
bially, "as  bad  as  the  thief."  If  circum- 
stances, therefore,  render  the  exhumation 
and  the  sale  of  bodies  necessary  in  s  given 
place,  1  think  the  exigencies  of  that  parti- 
cular place  should  be  the  measure  of  the 
evils  of  the  system  ;  and  that  it  is  too  much 
to  expect  that  any  people  would  permit  the 
extension  of  these  evils  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  tho  inhabitants  of  another  country, 
who  would  thus  have  all  the  advantages, 
without  any  of  the  inconveniences,  of  such  a 
system.  It  is,  consequently,  unfair  to  view 
tins  question  as  a  mere  mercantile  transac- 
tion, from  which  it  differs  in  all  essential 
features  but  the  one  common  to  both,  viz., 
value  given  and  money  received. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  objections 
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which  might  be  urged  against  the  discus- 
sion of  this  question,  and  of  the  arguments 
advanced  in  favour  of  the  system,  I  shall 
proceed  to  describe  the  nature  of  this  traf- 
fic as  conducted  in  Dublin  ;  its  pernicious 
effects,  and  the  means  which  should  be 
adopted  for  its  total  extinction. 

Anterior  to  the  introduction  of  steam  na- 
vigation into  the  Irish  Channel,  I  am  not 
aware  that  this  traffic  was  practised  to  any 
considerable  extent.  The  facility  of  con- 
veyance by  steam  vessels — the  vast  increase 
of  medical  pupils  in  these  countries  of  late — 
the  expense  aud  scarcity  of  subjects  in  Eng- 
land and  Scotland — and  the  abundance  and 
cheapness  of  them  in  Dublin  ;  all  these  con- 
curring circumstances  pointed  out  the  ex- 
portation of  bodies  from  this  city  as  a  lucra- 
tive speculation.  But  whatever  may  have 
been  its  origin,  it  is  now  reduced  iuto  a  re- 
gular system  ;  and  if  we  may  judge  of  the 
quantity  of  bodies  which  reach  their  desti- 
nation, by  the  number  of  those  which  are 
intercepted  on  their  passage,  the  amount 
exported  must  be  beyond  credulity,  for 
there  scarcely  passed  a  week  during  the 
present  medical  session,  in  which  the  quays 
of  Dubliu  did  not  witness  some  disgust- 
ing disclosures  of  this  description.  The 
principal  character  concerned  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  who  eujoys  the  well-earned  in- 
famy of  its  inventiou,  is  a  Mr.  Wilson  Rae, 
a  Scotchman,  I  believe,  by  birth,  and,  as  it 
would  appear  from  his  worse  than  Simoniecal 
pursuits,  one  also  by  disposition,  a  member 
of  the  London  College,*  one  of  his  Majesty's 
half-pay  surgeons,  and  a  resident  of  Irish- 
town,  a  small  marine  village,  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  Dubliu,  and  most 
happily  situated  for  smuggling  aud  body- 
snatching.  By  the  aid  of  bribery,  this  car- 
cass-merchant has  seduced  out  of  the  em- 
ployment of  some  of  the  proprietors  of  our 
anatomical  schools,  a  band  of  resurrection 
men,  whom  he  personally  accompanies  in 
their  incursions  on  every  church-yard  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city ;  and  makes  up  for  any 
accidental  deficiency  of  plunder,  by  purchas- 
ing bodies  from  the  servants  of  the.  private 
teachers,  which,  by  engagement,  should  be 
delivered  into  their  respective  establish- 
ments, in  which  some  of  these  men  are  paid 
weekly  throughout  the  whole  year.  For  the 
reception  of  this  partly -pilfered  aud  paid-for 
prey,  he  has  had  a  succession  of  dep6ls, 
until  a  cargo  is  completed,  or  a  convenient 
mode  of  conveyance  has  offered,  which  he  has 
generally  found  in  one  of  the  steam-boats 
on  the  Glasgow  station,  the  captain  of  which 
is  well  known  to  shate  in  the  disgraceful 
profits  of  this  traffic.   The  name  of  this 

*  We  hope  our  friend  is  in  error  here,  as 
we  do  not  find  the  name  of  Wilson  Kae  iu  the 
last  liat  of  members  of  the  College.— Ep.  JL. 


vessel,  and  of  its  accommodating  com* 
mander,  I  forbear  at  present  to  state  ;  as 
(despicable  as  this  other  mercenary  Scotch- 
man is,)  I  should  not  wish  to  be  the  in- 
strument of  making  himself  and  his  crew  the 
victims  of  popular  indiguation.  From  the 
reckless  manuer  in  which  the  miscreant 
Kae  conducts  this  business,  both  in  secur- 
ing and  disposing  of  his  plunder,  the  indig- 
nation against  anatomical  pursuits  has  ex- 
tended through  all  ranks  of  society  in  Dub- 
lin. So  perfectly  indifferent  is  he  to  every 
other  consideration,  except  the  gain  of  his 
infamous  avocation,  that  he  and  his  men 
leave  the  graves  which  they  have  robbed, 
open ;  and  have  the  audacity  to  send  llu  ir 
plunder  down  to  the  vessels  at  noonday.  A 
scarcity  of  subjects,  at  an  advanced  price,  a 
general  alarm  in  the  public  miud,  and  a 
guard  to  protect  deceased  friends,  by  all  who 
can  afford  it,  are  the  consequences  of  this 
indiscriminate  invasion,  and  injudicious  dis- 
posal, of  the  dead.  Before  the  existence  of 
this  execrable  trade  in  Dublin,  exhumation 
was  attended  by  few  or  none  of  these  dis- 
agreable  circumstances.  Every  attention 
j  wos  paid  to  conducting  it  with  decency  and 
j  secrecy;  public  prejudice  was  rarely  of- 
,  fended  by  exposure  of  the  dead ;  subjects 
in  abundance  were  to  be  obtained, according 
to  size,  at  from  ten  shillings  to  a  pound ; 
but  since  the  wholesale  vampire,  Rae,  em- 
barked in  the  trade,  all  these  facts  have 
been  reversed. 

From  this  short  account  of  the  practice, 
j  any  unprejudiced  person  will  ceo,  I  con- 
ceive, sufficient  reasons  for  its  abolition.  It 
I  raises  the  price  of  subjects  on  the  native 
student,  who  is  certainly  entitled  to  the  ac- 
cidental advantages  conferred  by  his  local- 
I  ity.  It  oftentimes  already  inconveniences 
:  him,  by  rendering  scarce  those  materials  of 
his  study,  which  would  be  otherwise  abun- 
dant. It  is  highly  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  anatomical  schools  of  Dublin,  by  ab- 
stracting from  them  the  support  of  their  re- 
putation, if  not  their  very  existence.  It 
excites  so  strong  a  prejudice  against  dis- 
section, by  the  frequent  disclosures  to 
which  it  is  accessory,  that  I  have  no  doubt 
but  the  public  will  take  such  precautions 
as,  in  time,  may  render  this  mode  of  obtain- 
ing subjects  abortive.  It  will  create  a  new 
class  of  desperadoes,  whose  uncontrolled 
pursuits  offer  at  once  an  inducement  and 
an  indemnity  for  the  perpetration  of  the 
worst  of  crimes.  It  is,  in  itself,  a  detestable 
traffic,  and  cannot  be  contiuued  without 
affixing  a  dangerous  and  offensive  stigma  on 
the  character  of  the  profession  in  Dublin. 

Such  are  a  few  of  the  positive  evils  of  this 
practice.  I  doubt  much  if  they  are  counter- 
balanced by  the  speculative  good  of  the  sys- 
tem, as  assumed  by  its  advocates  aud  pro- 
moters ia  England  aud  Scotland.   It  ap« 
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pears,  indeed,  but 'poorly  calculated  to  di- 
minish the  inconveniences  in  •which  it  ori- 
ginated, and  for  which  it  is  proposed  as  a 
remedy.    Nobodies,  for  instance,  exported 
fiom  Dublin,  allowing  for  the  unavoidable 
delays  of  conveyance  and  procuriug  them, 
cau  possibly  reach  Edinburgh  or  London 
earlier  tbnn  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  after 
death,  unless,  indeed,  they  are  murdered 
here  per  ant  rati,  and  served  up  *' hot  and 
hot "  to  the  teachers  of  those  tvo  cities,  as 
they  were  to  that  eminent  anatomist,  phy- 
siologist,and  pathologist,  Dr.  Knox !  Bodies 
kept  (or  such  a  length  of  time,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  influence  of  high  temperature 
in  the  hold  of  a  steam-vessel,  mu.st  surely 
be  fitter  for  interment  on  their  ai rival  in 
these  places,  than  for  the  purposes  of  anatomy. 
But  in  whatever  state  they  reach  these 
cities,  the  recent  disclosures  at  Edinburgh 
prove,  that  exportation  is  no  remedy  for 
the  deficiency  of  subjects  in  thai  city.  The 
existence,  therefore,  of  this  traffic  is  not 
justified  evi-n  by  the  accomplishment  of  its 
own  objects.    The  scheme,  in  fact,  in  an 
inversion  of  the  rule  which  should  he  ob- 
served in  the  case  ;  for,  to  all  unsophisticated  j 
mortuls,  it  would  seem  a  mure  rational  pro- 
ceeding for  the  living  to  go  to  the  dead,  j 
than  for  the  dead  t«*  march  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  liviug.    It  would  surely  be 
better  in  this  case  for  "  Mahomet  to  go  to 
the  mountaiu.  than  the  mountain  to  mov  e 
to  Mahomet.''    By  such  a  common-sense 
view  of  the  matter,  Scoti  h  or  English  stu- 
dents might  dissect  in  Dublin  at  one  t<  nth 
of  the  expense  winch  they  have  to  pay  for 
putrid  carcasses  at  home. 

It  only  remuins  to  add  a  few  words  on  the 
mean*  of  preventing  this  trutlic,  which  has 
hitherto  baffled  the  exertious  of  the  pro- 
fession in  Dublin.    The  prevention  of  the 
practice  is  certainly  a  matter  of  some  diffi- 
culty -,  for,  as  the  law  now  stands,  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  schools  would,  undoubtedly, 
become  the  victims  of  their  own  prosecu- 
tions, should  they  undertake  to  punish  the 
iudi\iduals    engaged   in    this  disgusting 
traffic.    A  consciousness  of  these  conse- 
quences has  deterred  the  teachers  of  Dublin 
from    actively  opposing   the  system,  but 
they  should  no  longer  be  intimidated  by- 
such  apprehensions.    Even  the  impartiality 
of  justice  will  make  some  distincti  on  be 
tween  the  cases  of  the  mercenary  robber  of 
the  grave,  and  the  cultivator  of  science. 
Meetings  of  the  lecturers  of  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  the  city  should,  therefore, 
be   held;  and   resolutions,  expiessive  of 
their  horror,  and  explanatory  of  the  nature 
of  these  proceedings,  be  adopted.  These 
resolutions  should  be  published  in  every 
newspaper  iu  Dublin,  and  seconded  by 
placards  iu  all  parts  of  the  town,  stating  the 
name,  haunts,  residence,  uud  personal  ap- 


pearance of  the  ruffian  at  the  head  of  this 
business,  until  the  miscreant  saw  in  every 
face  an  enemy,  and,  at  every  coiner,  a  re- 
flection of  his  loathsome  identity.  Every 
means  of  this  kind  should  be  taken  to  stimu- 
late society  to  disgorge  itself  of  this  foul 
monster;  the  apprehended  injury  of  expo- 
sure would  soon  die  away  with  the  removal 
of  this  walking  nuisance,  upon  whom  thfe 
punishment  imposed  by  Mezentius  on  the 
soldiers  of  /Eneas  should  be  inflicted,  by 
coupling  him  to  one  of  his  own  corses,  and 
parading  him  through  the  streets,  uutil  his 
carcass  and  its  companion  were  amalga- 
mated by  putrefaction.  It  is  idle  to  talk  of 
moderation  with  such  a  fellow  :  he  who 
violates  the  best  feelings  of  society,  and 
preys  on  the  remains  of  all  that  is  dearest  to 
it,  should  experience  no  mercy  at  its  hands. 
This  gentleman,  ball-pay  resurrectionist  has 
uot  the  plea  of  poverty  or  of  ignorance  to 
excuse  his  damning  pursuits  ;  he  has  volun- 
tarily desceuded  from  a  respectable,  pro- 
fession, to  uuite  himself  with  the  verv 
dregs  of  vice ;  converted  the  sources  of 
competency  into  the  means  of  indulging  in 
the  excesses  of  dissipation,  or  of  grutifyiug 
the  still  more  disgraceful  love  of  lucre,  by 
speculating  in  a  detestable  tiaffic;  thus 
bringing  to  the  aid  of  the  reckless,  impulses 
of  crime,  ignorance,  and  penury,  the  ofteu- 
times  injurious  assistance  of  wealth,  educa- 
tion, and  an  enlightened  intcdh  ct.  No  mea- 
sures ou^ht  to  be  kept  with  such  a  com- 
pound of  dangerous  qualities,  who  counts 
his  profits  by  the  echoes  of  the  tomb;  con- 
verts the  lamp  of  science  into  a  dark  lan- 
tern, for  the  more  effectual  direction  of  his 
guilty  pursuits  among  the  dead ;  and  dis- 
graces its  temple  by  the  invention  of  a  new 
and  detestable  species  of  servitude.  Should 
such  a  character  be  tolerated  as  the  menial, 
sutler,  or  purveyor,  even  of  the  louthsomo 
materials  out  of  which  the  splendid  struc- 
ture of  our  science  ascends  1  Ought  not  a 
portion  of  the  glorious  and  beneficent  light 
of  that  science  to  be  reflected  hack  on  its 
sources,  if  not  to  ennoble,  the  humility  Tof  its 
origin,  at  least  to  save  its  meanness  from  the 
contamination  of  crime  1 

Sincerely  yours, 

Erinensis. 

P.S. — Since  the  preceding  observations 
were  written,  which  you  may  perhaps  publish, 
though  unfit  to  meet  the  public  eye,  being 
thrown  together  in  a  hurry,  I  have  learned 
that  this  Mr.  Kae  has  been  committed  to 
Newgate,  for  want  of  bail,  by  one  of  the 
police  magistrates,  cm  a  charge  of  having  dis- 
interred, a  id  in  his  possession, dead  bodies  for 
exportation.  The  intended  cargo,  for  which 
he  has  been  just  committed,  was  packed  in 
a  pianoforte  case,  and  brought,  in  the  noon- 
day, down  to  a  steam-boat,  iu  care,  too,  of  a 
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respectably-dressed  female,  who,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, was  no  other  than  the  wife  of  this 
scoundrel,  whom  he  employs  in  these  odious 
Avocations.  The  two  facts  of  his  being  un- 
able to  procure  bail,  even  to  a  trifling 
amount,  and  the  employment  of  his  wife  in 
this  disgusting  traffic,  are  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  justify  any  severity  I  have  used  to- 
wards the  ruffian,  and  the  case  which  1  have 
made  out  for  the  ejection  of  this,  and  every 
such  succeeding,  wretch  who  may  embark  in 
this  trade,  out  of  this  city. 
Dublin,  March  14,  1829. 


CASES  0P  INTERMITTENT  FEVER,  IN  WHICH 
BLEEDINO  WAS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  COLD 
STAOE. 

By  John  Mackintosh,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 
the  Practice  of'  Physic,  &;c,  in  Edinburgh. 

(Continued  from  page  493.) 

Case  13. — Stay  in  tlie  hospital  from  the 
2d  July  to  the  4th  in  the  evening. 

Francois  Pompei,  jet.  19,  was  seized,  on 
the  1st  July,  1822,  with  an  accession  of 
fever,  in  consequence  of  a  sudden  chill  which 
he  experienced  on  entering  a  cool  grotto 
when  his  body  was  covered  with  sweat.  He 
was  brought  to  the  hospital  on  the  2d  July, 
at  six  o'clock  iu  the  evening.  Before  he 
arrived  he  had  a  considerable  epistaxis.  He 
was  rn  the  following  state :— Profound  coma, 
eyes  widely  opened,  directed  to  the  right, 
fixed ;  expression  besotted  ;  general  immo- 
bility *,  decubitus  on  the  back  ;  insensibi- 
lity of  the  extremities  ;  when  pinched  they 
were  quite  flexible.  He  did  not  answer  the 
questions  which  were  put  to  him  ;  the  di- 
rection of  the  eyes  did  not  change,  even 
when  one  approached  him  ;  he  manifested 
pain  when  his  stomach  was  compressed ; 
skin  burning  hot ;  a  white  cedematous  swell- 
ing of  the  face.  His  parents  said  that  this 
tumefaction  had  come  on  since  the  disease, 
for  previously  he  had  rather  a  thin  face. 
This  access  continued  until  Wednesday 
morning,  the  third  July;  he  then  took  an 
ounce  and  a  half  of  bark. 

4th  July,  Thursday  morning.  The  pa- 
roxysm returned,  at  the  commencement  of 
which  he  could  still  give  answers  to  the 
questions  put  to  him,  but  the  coma  went 
on  increasing,  and  with  it  all  the  symptoms 
above  described.  The  pulse  was  strong, 
vibrating,  full,  beating  84  ;  the  same  direc- 
tion of  the  eyes  to  the  right,  the  same  im- 
mobility of  these  organs,  and  of  the  extre- 
mities ;  respiration  short ;  eight  leeches  to 
the  ears.  Died  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing. 

Dissection. — Several  ounces  of  blood  flowed 
from  the  nose  in  the  dead-room  ;  in  cutting 
the  scalp,  more  blood  escaped ;  the  whole 


might  have  weighed  a  pound.  General  en- 
gorgement of  all  the  vessels  which  ramify 
upon  the  convolutions  ;  the  brain,  still  cover- 
ed by  the  dura  mater,  gave  a  feeling  which 
made  us  believe  that  there  was  a  fluid  ia 
the  interior,  nevertheless  there  was  only  a 
little  serosity  in  the  ventricles ;  the  sub- 
stance of  the  brain  was  of  the  natural  colour. 
All  the  intestinal  tube,  without  any  excep- 
tion, presented,  on  opening  the  belly,  a  red 
appearance,  which  was  owing  to  a  general 
injection  of  all  the  vessels,  even  in  their 
smallest  ramifications.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  inject  so  perfectly  the  vessels  either  of 
the  intestines  or  of  the  mesentery,  as  tbey 
were  in  this  body.  The  intestinal  tube, 
although  a  little  transparent,  was  penetrated 
with  this  congestion  throughout  its  whole 
thickness ;  every  thing  indicated  the  first 
stage  of  a  violent  inflammation,  that  is  to 
say,  of  a  sanguineous  congestion. 

Case  15. — Stay  in  the  hospital  from  the 
23d  August  to  the  24th  in  the  morning. 

Thomas  Adami,  fet.  20,  was  brought  tn 
the  hospital  on  the  23d  August,  1822.  He 
was  delirious ;  they  were  obliged  to  secure 
hira.  After  mid-day  the  delirium  subsided. 
A  profound  and  intense  coma  succeeded  ; 
the  pulse  strong,  hard,  83  ;  the  extremities 
were  flexible,  but  motionless ;  decubitus 
upon  the  back  ;  pupils  immoveable  ;  fea- 
tures swollen,  and  intensely  hot ;  general 
insensibility.  Body  covered  with  a  clammy 
sweat.  In  the  evening  the  respiration  was 
more  hurried,  and  very  much  embarrassed  ; 
pulse  not  to  be  felt ;  froth  was  discharged 
from  the  month ;  he  was  insensible  even 
when  his  skin  was  pinched.  Died  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Dissection,  eleivn  hours  after  death. —  Gene- 
ral inflammation  of  the  aTachnoid,  of  which 
the  very  smallest  vessels  were  injected  ;  no 
serosity  ;  the  cortical  substance  was  of  a 
deep  red,  compared  with  that  of  a  subject 
dead  from  a  shivering  fever,  (la  jievre  algide,) 
which  we  shall  notice  by-aud-by,  &c.  tec. 

Case  16.— Stay  in  the  hospital  from  23d 
July  to  25th. 

Antoine  Turianne,  act.  12,  of  a  good  con- 
stitution, was  brought  to  the  hospital  on 
the  23d  July,  1822,  at  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  He  was  in  the  following  state : — 
Commencement  of  stupor,  his  answers  are 
slow,  and  not  quite  correct ;  the  questions 
put  to  him  made  him  discontented  and  un- 
happy ;  agitation  ;  he  turns  himself  on  all 
sides  in  his  bed ;  eyes  open  and  stupid  ; 
skin  hot  and  dry.  (Bled  to  eight  ounces  ; 
lavement  j  tisane.)  In  the  evening  increase 
of  stupor,  in  consequence  of  the  accession 
of  another  paroxysm  :  coma  profound,  eyes 
open,  pupils  contracted  and  immoveable; 
the  fore-arms  bent  upon  the  arras ;  no  pain 
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on  pressing  the  belly.   Sinapisms  to  the 
feet. 

2  Kb  July,  in  the  morniug.  Continuation 
of  coma;  pulse  12*;  head  intensely  hot; 
flexion  of  the  fore  arms  ;  it  is  impossible  to 
depress  the  inferior  jaw  ;  bled  at  the  feet 
to  eight  ouuces.  In  the  evening,  remission 
of  the  fever  and  of  the  convulsive  symp- 
toms ;  skin  slightly  moist.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  pinch  his  nose  to  make  him  swallow 
*ij  of  hark. 

2jth,  in  the  morning.'  Return  of  the  fe- 
ver, and  the  flexion  of  the  fjreorm3  ;  con- 
tinuation of  the  stupor;  does  not  reply  to 
questions  ;  insensibility  of  the  skin  of  the 
legs,  that  of  the  arms  sensible  ;  head  in- 
tensely hot ;  decubitus  on  the  back ;  eyes 
open,  iioiling  water  applied  twice  to  the 
feet ;  the  patient  did  not  feel  it  very  acutely. 
Pediluvium  during  six  minutes  ;  snow  ap- 
plied to  the  h*ad  ;  the  pulse  fell  to  U2.  Re- 
turn of  intelligence  ;  he  swallowed  volun- 
tarily the  bark  ;  but  a  little  afterwards,  vio- 
lent agitation  of  all  the  body  came  on  ;  the 
inferior  extremities,  which  from  the  com- 
mencement weie  cold,  were  neither  heated 
by  the  bath,  nor  inflamed  by  the  application 
of  boiling  water  and  sinapisms.  Of  the 
four  ounces  of  bark,  which  they  made  him 
take,  he  vomited  more  than  two  ;  neither 
Could  he  retain  the  hark  jnjections  which 
were  exhibited.  He  remained  in  this  state 
till  six  o  clock  in  the  evening  ;  the  coma  re- 
turned, and  he  died  at  seven  o'clock. 

Diaection. — A  very  vivid  injection  of  all! 
the  arachnoid  ;  between  its  folds  there  was 
a  membrane  produced  by  the  coagulation  of 
effused  blood  ;  much  serum  between  the 
convolutions,  and  at  the  base  of  the  cra- 
nium ;  the  cortical  substance  very  red  ;  the 
stomach  natural ;  the  small  iutestiues  con- 
tained a  prodigious  collection  of  worms  ;  the 
inflammation  was  sufficiently  intense  in  this 
part;  the  colon  was  contracted,  its  walla 
very  thick,  and  the  internal membrauc  much 
inflamed,  of  a  dark-red  colour. 

Case  50. — Stay  in  the  hospital  from  the 
21st  till  tiie  evening  of  yjd  of  September. 

Joseph  Maolonev,  set.  about  til),  came  to 
the  hospital  on  the"  2 1st  Sept.  18*2  ;  he  had 
been  sick  for  five  days.  His  answers  were 
so  confused  that  it  was  impossible  to  tind  out 
what  had  been  his  previous  state,  further 
than  that  he  said  he  had  vomited  some 
bitter  stuff ;  that  he  was  tormented  by  thirst ; 
that  he  had  suffered  great  distress,  and  had 
pains  in  the  epigastrium.  In  the  evening, 
tongue  dry,  vividly  red  round  the  edges  ; 
constipation,  nausea  without  vomiting,  heat 
natural  over  t\w  extremities  and  the  thorax  ; 
a  burning  heat  in  the  epigastrium;  anguish  ; 
severe  pain  in  the  stomach  under  pressure  ; 
pulse  small,  frequent ;  lavenieut  of  harley 
water,  gum  water, fomentations  to  the  belly  ; 


during  the  night,  vomiting,  and  had  a 
stool. 

22d,  in  the  morning.  Pulse  more  ex- 
panded ;  the  ideas  still  confused ;  diminu- 
tion of  agitation  ;  heat  natural  every  where  ; 
tongue  dry,  thirst.  Same  treatment.  About 
half-past  nine  o'clock,  he  had  vomited  the 
tisane,  with  mucus,  bile,  and  several  lum- 
brici.  About  half- past  eleven  o'clock,  stu- 
pidity, pains  in  the  epigastrium  increased. 
At  three  o'clock  p.m.,  lancinating  pain  of 
belly;  pulse  small,  frequent;  extremities 
cold,  and  bathed  in  cold,  clammy  perspira- 
tion ;  inferior  extremities  bent  up  to  the 
belly.  Bled  from  the  arm  ;  died  in  half  an 
hour  afterwards. 

Distedion. —  Injection  of  the  vessels  which 
ramify  upon  the  convolutions  of  the  brain  ; 
substance  of  the  bruin  presented  an  infinite 
number  of  small  drops  of  blood  ;  three  or 
four  ounces  of  water  at  the  base  of  the  cia- 
uium  ;  lungs  natural ;  crepitating.  In  the 
belly  there  were  fifteen  or  sixteen  ounces 
of  da.k  blood,  running  like  oil ;  spleen  rup- 
tured at  its  inferior  part,  not  by  a  iissure,  as 
in  the  other  rases,  but  presenting  an  open- 
ing ihe  size  of  a  dollar,  out  of  which 


came 


a  dark  and  putiilagiuous  substance  ;  it  was 
impossible  to  raise  the  spleen  without  break- 
ing it,  it  was  so  diffluent  ;  it  separated  in 
the  hand  into  two  portions,  of  which  one, 
when  placed  oh  the  table,  became  flattened 
like  jelly,  and  the  other  portion  remained 
attached  to  the  diaphragm,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  cut  out  to  expose  the  spleen 
completely;  it  was  not  much  increased  in 
volume.  *  The  stomach  was  of  a  reddish 
browu,  in  the  greatest  part  of  its  extent; 
inflammation  of  all  the  rest  of  the  intestinal 
lube ;  rose-coloured  within  -y  bladder  natu* 
ral ;  liver  gorged  with  blood. 

Cask  Malignant,  shivering,  inter- 

mittent fever.  Slay  in  the  hospital  from 
the  evening  of  the  2\h\i  to  the  evening  of 
the  ,'30th  July.  Autopsy;  arachnitis ;  en- 
teritis ;  splenitis;  gastritis;  pericarditis. 

Angclo(ialetti,«t.  18,  of  a  good  consti- 
tution, was  brought  to  the  hospital  on  the 
evening  of  the  Wth  July.  The  patients  who 
were  near  him  said,  that  during  the  night 
he  complained  continually  of  sharp  pains  in 
ihe  belly.  Took  an  ounce  of  bark;  the 
whole  of  the  body  was  as  cold  as  ice. 

SO.  Kight  a.m.  Legs,  thighs,  forearms, 
arms,  cheeks  of  an  icy  coldness  ;  the  belly, 
c  hest,  and  forehead  were  of  rather  a  lower 
temperature  than  other  parts  of  the  body ; 
pulse  insensible  at  the  wrists  ;  1  could  feel 
it  hut  very  feebly  in  the  ciural  arteries,  it 
beat  100 ;  th^  patient  tremblr-d  aud  com- 
plained continually  ;  his  most  common  posi- 
tion was  on  the  left  side,  with  the  thighs 
bent  on  the  belly.  He  understood  what 
questious  were  put  to  him,  but  not  sufti- 
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ciently  well  to  give  proper  answers;  he 
never  entered  into  any  detail,  and  died  at 
half- past  nine. 

Eiamiimt'fm  thret  hmirt  after  death. — The 
small  intestines,  slightly  distended  with  gas, 
were  externally  of  a  purplish  red.  The  in- 
ternal membrane  was  of  the  same  colour,  so 
that  the  vi'  lent  injection  of  which  they  were 
the  seat,  had  existed  throughout  the  whole 
thickness  of  the  substance  of  the  intestine. 
This  injection  was  recent.  Inflammation  of 
the  upper  half  of  the  caecum.  The  whole 
of  the  great  intestine  was  white  externally  ; 
On  being  opened,  it  presented  an  inflamma- 
tion, the  violence  of  which  was  greater  Jo- 
wards  the  rectum,  where  the  mucous  mem- 
brane was  co  intensely  inflamed,  that  some 


the  face  was  natural,  the  expression  dull. — 
Half  an  ounce  of  bark  on  the  decline  of  the 
paroxysm. 

Evening.  Decline  of  the  symptoms ; 
skiu  wet,  with  a  cold  clammy  sweat ;  pulse 
small,  frequent ;  general  shivering ;  pain  at 
the  epigastrium  ;  tongue  red,  but  moist ;  no 
thirst.    Half  an  ounce  of  bark. 

Night.  The  skin  remains  moist  and  cool. 
The  patient  has  vomited  the  bark. 

20th  August,  morning.  Mo  fever  ;  dis- 
appearance of  the  pain  in  the  belly  ;  quiet, 
aspect  tranquil.  'Jowards  mid -day,  return 
of  the  fever,  preceded  by  rigours,  and  ac- 
companied by  heat  greater  than  on  the  pre- 
vious evening;  the  extremities  remain  cold; 
the  skin  was  covered  with  livid  spots. 


blood  had  been  effused,  which,  mixing  with  |  Saline  draught,  barley  water, 


the  mucus,  formed  a  thick  couting,  which 
adhered  to  the  whole  of  its  surface.  The 
colour  of  all  the  interior  of  the  colon,  and 
especially  of  the  rectum,  was  of  a  lively, 
intense  red;  in  a  word,  the  most  violent 
degree  of  inflammation  that  can  exist  with- 
out disorganisation.  The  stomach  was  pale  : 
after  being  washed,  it  presented,  near  the 
pyloric  extremity,  an  nihility  of  little  de- 
pressions, from  half  a  line  to  a  line  in  dia- 
meter, and  some  of  which  contained,  in 
their  bottom,  a  small  Bpot  of  blood,  which 
was  easily  removed.  The  folds  of  the 
mucous  membrane  were,  besides,  nearer 
each  other,  and  more  numerous  than  ordi- 
nary.  The  mucous  coat  itself  was  thick- 


Evening.  Hands  and  legs  wet,  with  a 
cold  clammy  sweat ;  the  fit  begau  to  de- 
cline. One  ounce  of  burk,  which  he 
vomited. 

21st  morning.  Generally  calm,  no  fever, 
but  the  extiemities  continue  cold.  Epi- 
gastric symptoms  a  little  marked  ;  pulse 
still  small  and  frequent ;  towards  mid-day 
return  of  the  fever,  always  preceded  by 
rigours ;  exacerbation  of  the  preceding 
symptoms.  The  cold  continues  in  the  ex- 
tremities, the  patient  is  not  sensible  of  it; 
he  is  as  if  benumbed,  and  in  a  torpid  state. 
One  ounce  of  bark  to  take  at  night. 

22d  morning.  Skin  less  cold,  but  not  yet 
at  its  natural  warmth  ;  pulse  small  and  fre- 


ened  ;  the  liver  was  healthy  ;  the  spleen  I  queut ;  clammy  sweat  ou  the  whole  surface 
large,  and  pretty  hard,  but  of  a  redness  of  j  of  the  body;  expression  dull.    Two  ouuees 


the  lees  of  wine.  Slight  adhesions  of  the 
right  lung  ;  the  same  between  the  whole 
surface  of  the  heart  and  pericardium  ;  they 
were  easily  destroyed.  Injection  of  the 
arachnoid,  engorgement  of  the  vessels  which 
ramify  on  the  convolutions,  and  of  those 
which  compose  the  choioid  plexus. 

Case  39. — Malignant,  shivering,  inter- 
mittent fever.  Stay  in  the  hospital  from 
the  19th  to  the  morning  of  the  2  Mb  August. 
Autopsy  ;  arachnitis,  gastro-enteritis,  sple- 
nitis. 

Vincent  Crescenzi,  aet.  60,  of  a  thin  but 
healthy  habit  of  body,  fell  sick  on  the  19th 
August,  1822.  He  was  attacked  with  fever, 
which  set  in  with  shiverings,  followed  by 
extreme  heat,  pain  in  the  head  and  belly, 
vomiting  of  hilious  matter.  Duringthe  night, 


of  bark. 

Towards  ten  o'clock.  Return  of  another 
paroxysm ;  pulse  insensible  at  the  wrist, 
140  at  the  crural  artery.  Icy  coldness  of 
the  extremities ;  the  abdomen  is  flat,  empty, 
nnd  resting  on  the  vertebral  column  ;  paia 
in  the  stomach,  excessive  sufferings  ;  agita- 
tion ;  the  patient,  who  has  never  lost  his 
senses,  is  in  a  state  of  torpor,  so  that  be 
can  scarcely  answer  questions  ;  colour  of 
face  natural,  Twelve  lerches  to  the  epi- 
gastrium, blister  to  the  arms  ;  eight  ounces 
of  bark  to  lake  in  the  night,  which  he 
vomited. 

23.  Remission  well  marked.  Towards 
nine  o'clock,  return  of  coldness,  like  that  of 
marble  ;  pulse  almost  imperceptible,  146. 
I'ain  of  stomach  more  urgent ;  great  suffer- 
anxiety ;    eyes  hollow.    The  cold 


the  paroxysm  terminated  in  sweating.  He  was  I  which  had  at  first  only  attacked  the  extre- 


b rough t  to  the  hospital  of  St.  Esprit  on  the 
19th  August,  1822- The  fever  returned  iu  the 
morning,  preceded  likewise  by  shiverings, 
aud  accompanied  by  the  same  symptoms  as 
in  the  evening  ;  the  stomach  was  painful  on 
pressure  ;  the  patient  experienced  a  great 
heat  in  the  inside;  anxiety;  depressed 
countenance,  the  features  were  as  if  flatten- 
ed to  the  boues  of  the  face  j  the  colour  of 


mities,  had  now  reached  the  shoulders,  and 
was  extending  towards  the  base  of  the 
skull.  The  head  cool ;  the  thorax  and  ab- 
domen were  below  natural  temperature, 
although  not  so  cold  as  the  limbs. 

Evening.  Same  stute  ;  he  was  not  sensi- 
ble of  tho  coldness  of  his  legs,  but  could 
distinguish,  when  touched,  that  the  persoa 
was  warmer  than  himself;  more  violent 
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pain  in  the  stomach ;  lie  lies  supine.  Cup- 
ping glasses  applied   to  the  epigastrium, 
sinapisms  to  the  feet,  blister  to  the  thighs, 
nine  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  quinine,  which 
he  has  not  vomited.    During  the  night,  in- 
crease of  all  the   symptoms.    Dead.  He 
-was  sensible  to  the  last  moment,  which  was 
about  time  in  the  morning.    Eight  hours 
after  death  the  body  was  stiff,  ;the  limbs 
liard,  as  if  they  ha  l' been  frozen,  the  belly 
hollow.    The  temperature  of  the  air  was 
above  20°  Reaumur. 


membranes,  and  administering  the  secale 
cornutura  will,  in  almost  every  case,  sub- 
due hemorrhage  before  labour. 

Silly.  That  though  many  women,  in  spite 
of  the  caution  and  efforts  of  the  accoucheur, 
will  always  have  haemorrhage  after  labour, 
the  administration  of  this  medicine  before 
labour  will  generally  prevent  it. 

Case  1. — Mrs.  N.,n  stout,  healthy  woman, 
requested  my  attendance.  This  was  the 
sixth  time  of  her  pregnancy.  In  her  two 
first  labours,  she  had  been   attended  by 


Dissection. — Slight  injection  of  the  arrch  ■!  another  medical  man,  who  delivered  her 
noid ;  engorgement  of  the  vessels  which  ;  with  the  forceps.  In  the  three  following 
ramify  upon  the  convolutions;  an  effusion  j  labours  I  had  recourse  to  the  same  instru- 
of  yellowish  serum  between  the  foldings  ol :  ment,  and,  in  every  instance,  I  imagine  tho 
the  arachnoid;  cerebrum  and  cerebellum,  (  difficulty  to  have  arisen  less  from  the  nar- 
naturul ;  henrt  and  lungs  healthy.  Stomach  ;  rowness  of  the  pelvis  than  the  preternatural 
grey  externally,  and  contracted.  Inner  sur-  j  size  of  the  head  of  the  child.  1  saw  her  at 
face  of  a  bright  red,  deeper  stili  towards  the  I  about  twelve  o'clock  in  the  day.  I  found 
pylorus.  Foldings  of  the  mucous  mem-  j  the  os  uteri  dilated  to  about  the  size  of  a 
brane  better  marked  than  usuul.  Small  in-  j  shilling,  the  membranes  protruding,  and  the 
testines  grey  externally,  :»nd  contracted.  In-  >  pains  natural,  which  slowly,  but  progres- 
ternallv  their  redness  was  hrikjliter  than  that  sively,  increased.  At  ten  o'clock,  r.M.,  the 
of  the  ahdoininal  muscles,  which  afforded  us  labour  had  considerably  advanced,  and  the 
a  point  of  comparison.  To  give  an  idea  of  i  head  was  gradually  descending  into  the  pel- 
this  inflammation,  the  colour  of  the  hir^e  J  vis  ;  the  membranes  were  ruptured,  and 
intestines  could  be  compared  to  that  winch  'the  child  remained  wedged  in  the  pelvis 
they  would  receive,  were  they  s  oaked  in  }  from  that  time  till  six  o'clock  on  the  follow- 
black  blood.  This  inflammation  increased  j  irtor  morning.  At  t!iat  period  the  patient 
as  it  approached  the  S.,  and  the  rectum  ;  j  became  considerably  exhausted,  and  the 
liver  healthy;  spleen  of  a  middling  con-  ;  pnins  less  violent,  and  I  thought,  from  the 
eistence,  between  the  state  of  de^enera-  ]  existing  circumstances,  that  it  was  t  me  to 
tion  and  health.    This  inflammation  could  { deliver  her.    1  administered  the  "  secole 

cornutam,"  one  scruple,  in  powder,  with 
some  warm  milk ;  in  thirty  minutes  the 
child  was  expelled;  the  after-birth  came 
away,  and  both  did  well. 

Case  2. — Mr.  ,  on  the  21st  October, 

at  seven  a.m.,  requested  me  to  visit  his  wife 
immediately,  as  the  nur*e  considered  her 
to  be  in  extreme  danger.  On  visiting  her, 
I  found  her  sitting  on  a  chair,  supported  by 
two  women,  to  all  appearance,  dead;  coun- 
tenance pale,  extremities  cold,  and  no  pul- 
sation distinguishable  at  the  wrist.  I  im- 
mediately caused  her  to  be  laid  on  the  bed, 
and  found  the  os  uteri  very  little  diluted. 
She  hal  felt  a  slight  pain  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  flooding,  just  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  the  labour  had  com- 
imenced.  I  ruptured  the  membranes,  and 
administer* d  a  scruple  of  the  powdered 
secale  cornutum  in  a  little  warm  milk,  as 
before,  and  this  I  rind  to  be  the  most  effica- 
cious ni'.de  of  administering  it.  As  the  easq 
1  first  became  acquainted  with  the  proper-  j  appeared  almost  hopeless,  and  it  was  im- 
ties  of  thi<»  invaluable  medicine.  The  cases  \  possible  to  turn  the  child,  1  sent  for  a  neigh- 
1  have  to  adduce  will,  I  think,  fully  prove 
the  truth  of  the  following  propositions  :- 


be  compared  only  to  that  of  the  30th  case. 


ON  Tnt  I  SE  OK  SECAI.E  CORNl'TL  M,  IN  OIF- 
HCUI.T  LABOURS  AND  UTKRINE  IIT-MOR* 
R11AGE. 

By  John  Kimbell,  Esq.,  Surgeon. 

No  medicine  has  yet  been  discovered  that 
will,  in  my  opinion,  be  found  more  certain 
in  its  action,  or  more  beneficial  to  the  com- 
munity, than  the  "  secale  cornutum,"  if 
administered  in  proper  cases,  and  at  proper 
times.  My  experience  of  its  beneficial 
effects  has  thoroughly  convinced  me  of  its 
great  utility  in  the  most  important  and  dis- 
agreeable cases  of  midwifery,  and  1  am  in- 
duced to  publish  the  results  of  my  observa- 
tion and  experience  in  this  widely  circulat- 
ed Journal,  through  the  medium  of  which 


bouring  practitioner,  wTto  immediately  at- 
tended.   As  the  first  dose  had  produced  a 
1st.  That  it  will  generally  supersede  the  little  contraction,  sufficient  to  suppress  ha?- 
necessitv  of  using  the  veciis,  or  forceps.      !  morrhage,it  was  ih>.<ught  advisable  lo  repeat 
Vd.  That  when  the  placenta  is  not  at-  it.    This  was  done,  utid  for  an  hour  the 
tached  over  the  os  uteri,  anu  there  is  a  pre- ,  labour  advanced  ;  but  the  constitution  had 
disposition  iu  the  uterus  to  act,  i  upturingt  he  j  suffered  so  much,  that  there  was  little  power 
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left  for  it  to  act  upon.  Nourishment  was 
given  her  in  small  quantities,  frequently 
repeated,  and  cold  applied  to  the  abdomen. 
At  ten,  p.m.,  she  complained  of  pain;  the 
dead  child  was  expelled  ;  the  placenta  came 
away,  and  the  mother  gradually  recovered. 

Cask  3. — In  this  case  the  patient  was  a 
healthy  woman,  whom  I  had  attended  in 
five  labours,  all  of  which  were  followed  by 
alarming  hemorrhage.  I  arrived  at  the  house 
at  6ve,  p.m.,  July  6;  the  labour  appeared 
going  on  well ;  pains  natural,  and  becoming 
strong.  I  ruptured  the  membranes,  and  ad- 
ministered a  scruple  of  the  secale  cornutum. 
The  child  was  expelled  in  twenty-five 
minutes;  the  placenta  immediately  followed, 
and  no  flooding  ensued.  The  patient  ex- 
perienced no  inconvenience,  and  the  child 
did  well. 

These,  Sir,  area  few  out  of  the  numerous 
cases  which  1  have  met  with.  If  I  have 
ever  been  disappointed,  the  failure  is  to  be 
attributed  rather  to  mys* If,  than  to  the  medi- 
cine ;  for  I  consider  it  to  be  certain  in  its 
action,  unless  the  patient  has  not  been  pro- 
perly prepared,  or  the  oil  which  it  contains 
has  been  absorbed  by  remaining  too  long  in 
the  paper  in  which  it  has  been  enveloped. 
If  there  is  a  disposition  in  the  uterus  to  act, 
and  there  is  pressure  on  the  os  uteri,  and 
the  roembraues  are  ruptured,  the  increase  of 
action  is  certain,  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the 
pains  are  spasmodic,  and  the  membranes  en- 
tire, no  effect  whatever  is  produced. 

It  has  been  alleged  by  many,  that  the 
aecale  cornutum  is  by  no  means  certain  in 
its  effects,  and  that  though  in  many  cases 
they  have  been  astonished  by  its  efficacy,  in 
others  it  has  produced  no  alteration  what- 
ever. This,  however,  I  attribute  to  one  of 
the  two  causes  above-mentioned. 

In  the  first  case  I  have  related,  I  am  of 
opinion  that  the  secale  cornutum  superse- 
ded the  use  of  the  forceps,  and  1  will  venture 
to  say  that  it  will,  very  generally,  have  the 
tame  salutary  effect.  With  regard  to  the 
second  case,  it  may,  perhaps,  he  objected 
that  rupturing  the  membranes,  and  evacuat- 
ing the  liquor  amnii,  might  have  contracted 
the  uterus  round  the  child,  60  as  to  suppress 
the  hemorrhage.  But  the  slight  labour  pains 
which  were  present,  were  materially  in- 
.  creased  by  the  secale  cornutum,  which,  in- 
deed, was  the  only  medicine  that  could  have 
saved  the  patient,  for  the  constitution  was 
so  much  exhausted  by  the  discharge,  that 
there  was  nothing  left  tor  it  to  act  upon  ;  but 
when  nourishment  had  been  given,  and  the 
system  roused,  twc>or  three  pains  terminat- 
ed the  labour. 

The  last  case  tends  to  prove,  not  only 
that  the  secale  cornutum  administered  before 
labour,  will  prevent  haemorrhage  after,  but 
also  that  no  unpleasant  inconveniences  will 
ensue.  The  contraction,  increased  by  the 


use  of  the  medicine,  is  so  continued  and  so 
severe,  as  frequently  to  expel  the  child  and 
placenta  at  one  pain  ;  and  the  action  lasts  so 
long  (even  for  boors  after  labour,  if^not 
counteracted  by  opium),  as  to  preclude  .the 
possibility  of  hemorrhage.  It  may,  perhaps,, 
be  said,  that  the  increase  of  action  produced 
by  the  medicine,  will  be  attended  with  con- 
siderable danger,  either  from  the  rupture  of 
the  uterus,  or  the  laceration  of  the  perineum. 
With  respect  to  the  first  objection,  the  wails 
of  the  uterus  are  so  thick,  that  rupture  is  a 
case  of  very  rare  occurrence  ;  and  even 
should  the  pelvis  be  small,  and  the  head 
large,  the  effect  produced  by  the  medicine 
may  be  easily  counteracted  by  a  dose  of 
opium.  As  to  the  second,  even  in  cases 
where  the  external  parts  are  so  rigid  as 
scarcely  to  admit  one  finger;  in  a  few 
minutes,  the  perineum  appears  to  participate 
in  the  predisposition  of  the  uterus,  and  gives 
way  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner.  I 
always  administer  tbe  secale  eomutum  ia 
powder,  one  scruple  in  warm  milk  ;  and 
though  opium  very  speedily  puts  a  stop  to  its 
action,  it  would,  I  think,  be  highiy  imprudent 
to  administer  it  where  the  pelvis  is  small,  or 
where  there  is  a  preternatural  presentation. 

There  is  one  thing  1  wish  to  observe.  Ia 
the  regular  and  continual  action  which  is  so 
remarkable  after  the  administration  of  the 
secale  cornutum  (and  when,  in  addition,  tbe 
regular  periodical  labour  pains  are  increas- 
ed), the  placenta  is  sometimes  retained,  and 
will  greatly  embarrass  the  accoucheur.  Ia 
these  cases  opium  may  be  administered,  and 
the  uterus  with  soon  expel  it.  Haemorrhage, 
in  this  case,  cannot  possibly  ensue. 

Knowle,  Warwickshire. 


ON  THE  USE  OF  ERGOT  OF  RYE  IN  RETENTION 
OF  THE  PLACENTA  AFTER  ABORTION. 

By  Mo  kg  an  D.  Nugent,  M.D. 

The  patient,  a  woman  of  weak,  spare  habit, 
aetat.  33,  in  the  fourth  month  of  her  preg- 
nancy, had  a J'ausse  oouclu,  in  consequence  of 
an  accident.  On  the  morning  after  the  ex- 
pulsion of  the  foetus,  considerable  hwmor- 
rhage  ensued,  which  was  checked  by  cold 
applications  to  the  abdomen,  and  did  not 
recur  till  she  attempted  to  walk  on  the  third 
day  following;  from  which  period  it  conti- 
nued at  intervals  to  the  fifteenth  day,  when 
the  haemorrhage  was  cousiderabty  aug- 
mented. In  the  evening  of  this  day  I  was 
first  consulted,  and  prescribed  a  dose  of 
laudanum  (sixty  drops,)  which  for  a  time 
relieved  the  symptoms ;  but  on  the  following 
morning  the  haemorrhage  returned  with  in- 
creased violence.  I  then  ordered  an  infusion 
of  the  ergot  of  rye,  two  scruples  fo  four 
ounces  of  water,  half  to  be  taken  immedi- 
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ately,  tnd  the  remainder  at  Uio  expiration 
of  an  hour,  if  necessary.  In  about  twenty 
minute*  after  taking  the  first  portion  she  felt 
strong  uterine  pains,  which  lasted  nearly 
half  an  hour,  and  were  followed  by  the  ex- 
pulsion, to  use  her  own  words  "  of  a  false 
conception  ;"  from  that  time  she  has  had  no 
return  of  the  hemorrhage,  and  is  now  in 
good  health. 

Cork,  13th  January,  102 0, 


QUACKERY. 

To  the  Editer  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Allow  me,  in  common  fairness  and 
justice  to  myself,  to  request  your  attention 
to  the  following  explanation,  in  reply  to  ati 
article  signed  *'M.  D.,"  from  Plymouth. 
The  late  Mr.  G —  K — ,  alluded  to  in  that 
letter,  became  a  patieut  of  mine,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  every  hope  of  his  recovery  was 
declared  to  have  been  given  up,  as  yon  may 
perceive  from  his  letter  to  me  as  follows:— 

"  Sir, — Although  you  cannot  give  me  at 
present  any  hopes  of  cure,  I  am  anxious 
to  place  myself  under  your  care,  exonerating 
you,  at  the  same  time,  from  any  blame  in 
cade  of  a  failure,  as  the  faculty  have  for 
some  time  giveu  me  up,  my  lungs  being  iu 
a  tuberculated  sUte. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 
G— K— 

This  most  amiable  young  man's  life  was 
considerably  prolonged  by  my  mode  of  treat- 
ment, and  his  father  has  acknowledged  the 
fact  iu  his  letters  to  me.  After  he  iiad  been 
under  my  care  for  some  time,  I  entertained 
strong  hopes  of  his  ultimate  recovery;  but 
from  his  having  remained  out  for  several 
Lours  on  a  very  wet  day,  he  caught  a  severe 
cold,  attended  with  intiaminarion.  Diarrhoea 
succeeded,  the  progress  of  which  I  arrested, 
and  I  had  him  in  my  house,  not  as  an  exhi- 
bition of  my  skill  or  success,  but  as  a  matter 
of  personal  convenience  to  himself,  while 
under  the  influence  of  his  recent  disorder. 
While  under  my  care,  he  expressed  an 
anxious  wish  to  visit  his  family,  and  under- 
took the  journey  home  in  the  most  severe 
weath<  r,  directly  contrary  *<»  my  advice,  and 
thatoj  his  mother.  He  promised  to  return  i.i 
a  lew  days,  and,  on  his  arrival  in  Plymouth, 
he  wrote  to  me  the  following  letter  : — 

"  My  dear  Sir, — I  arrived  here  with  less 
fatigue  than  I  expected  ;  but  in  case  any 
thing  unfortunate  should  occur,  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  declare,  that  the  journey  was 
undertaken  without  your  advice,  you  not, 
considering  me  perfectly  cured.  You  will, 
therefore,  be  perfectly  exonerated  from  any 
consequences. 


Sincerely  thanking  you  for  your  gTeat 
kindness  to  me  while  under  your  care,  be- 
lieve me  very  truly  yours.       q  K_  „ 

Does  your  correspondent,  M.D.,  mean  to 
say  that  actual  infallibility  should  distinguish 
my  system  in  every  case  of  the  hundreds 
which  come  before  me  ?  Does  he  suppose 
that  I  should  withstand  the  earnest  entrealiea 
of  tlie  friends  of  my  patients,  while  any 
chance  of  life  remained  1 

As  to  M.D's  ungentleraanlike  remarks 
about  Mr.  K.  having  been  invited  to  my 
house  as  a  guest,  at  a  time  when  the  diarrhcea 
was  so  severe  that  he  could  not  venture 
home,  surely  he  can  attach  nothing  criminal 
to  this  mark  of  my  attention  and  regard  to  a 
young  gentleman  whose  amiable  qualities 
obtained  for  him  the  kind  wishes  of  all  who 
knew  him.  Let  M.  D.,  if  he  be  a  man  of 
honour  or  courage,  show  his  unjustifiable 
attack  on  me  to  Major  K.,  the  father  of  the 
deceased  gentleman,  and  let  that  honourable 
and  grateful  man  tell  my  defamer,  that  since 
the  death  of  bis  beloved  son,  he  has  written 
a  letter  full  of  gratitude  and  kindness,  and  ac- 
knowledges in  it  that  his  sou  had  expressed 
to  the  last  "  his  obligation  to  me  for  my 
attentions,  and  that  every  thing  that  could 
be  done  had  been  done  for  him."  I  want  no 
favour  from  M.  D. ;  all  I  seek  for  is  the  plain 
statement  of  facts,  and  I  cheerfully  aud  fear- 
lessly challenge  the  impartial,  and  honour- 
able investigation  of  the  public  and  the 
faculty.  1  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  St.  John  Long. 
41,  Harley  street,  March  11, 1329. 

Mr.  John  St.  John  Long,  should  not  write 
thus  while  he  talks  of  "my  mode  of  treat- 
ment," and  while  be  keeps  that  treatment  a 
profound  secret.  Had  Mr.  St.  John  Long 
any  means  of  curing  consumption,  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  make  it  known.  Conceal- 
ment in  such  cases  is  a  bad  feature,  and,  to 
the  well  informed,  a  sufficient  proof  of 
humbug. — Ed.  L. 


REMEDY  FOR  CHILBLAINS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — Being  severely  afflicted  with  chil* 
Mains,  and  having  had  recourse  to  the  va- 
rious remedies  generally  recommended, 
without  bent- fit,  1  made  a  trial  of  the  tinc- 
ture of  iodiue.  It  answered  my  fullest 
expectations,  for  after  two  or  three  appli- 
cation tct  the  affected  parts,  it  rostored 
them  to  thir  natural  state.  As  your  Journal 
is  widely  circulated  among  the  community 
at  large,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  give 
publicity  to  this  communication. 

1  am,  yours,  &c. 
Hinay  Day. 
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tion  to  the  subject,  hoping,  nevertheless, 
that  my  bumble  statement  may  rouse  the 
energies  of  some  of  my  fellows,  with  whom 
I  will  gladly  co-operate,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  to  a  more  worthy  and  respectable 
grade,  that  persecuted  but  useful  class  of 
beings,  the  English  medical  assistants. 
I  am,  Sir, 
Your  humble  servant, 
A  Medical  Assistant,  and  Constant 
Reader. 
The  Potteries,  Feb.  27,  1829. 

We  continue  to  receive  a  great  number 
of  letters  on  the  distressed  and  degraded 
condition  of  Medical  Assistants.  The  writers 
all  complain  bitterly  of  the  wretched  man- 
ner in  which  their  services  are  rewarded ; 
but  no  adequate  remedy  for  this  evil  (for  it 
is  an  evil,  and  a  very  great  one.)  has,  so  far 
as  we  can  perceive,  been  yet  suggested. 
The  subject  is  one  of  great  difficulty  ;  and, 
To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet.  for  ™***«*>  ™  **<m  not  how  to  treat  it,  so 

Sia.-Erewhile  you  had  writers  who  ad- ! aseithert0  *»  juetice,  or  to  give  satisfaction, 
vocated  the  cause  of  medical  assistants,  but 
they,  alas !  have  retired  into  the  shades, 


fatality  in  lithotomy. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sib,— Having  lately  seen  an  account 
Stating  that  M.  Viceuzo  di  Kern,  Surgeon 
to  the  Emperor  of  Austria;  has  operated 
334  times  in  lithotomy,  and  with  such  suc- 
cess, tbat  only  thirty-one  individuals  sunk 
under  the  operation,  aud  Sir  James  Scarlett* 
having  stated  in  the  case  of  Cooper  v. 
Wakley,  that  the  average  number  of  failures 
in  England  was  two  out  of  every  fifteen 
esses,  1  beg  to  state  that  the  late  Professor 
Dease,  of  Dublin,  has  performed  the  opera- 
tion above  one  hundred  times,  and  never 
failed  in  a  single  instance.  Tbis  fact  is  well 
known  to  all  tlie  surgical  faculty  of  Dublin. 
1  am,  Sir, 

•  Your  obedient  servant, 

Medicus. 


MEDICAL  ASSISTANTS. 


wanting  principle,  spirit,  and  energy,  to 
enable  them  to  prosecute  a  slightly  aiduous 
task.  It  is  much  cause  of  regret,  that  sucb 
writers  sprang  forth  j  for,  having  but  an 
ephemeral  existence,  they  served  only  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  those  who  monopo- 
lise the  profits  of  what  is  called  "  a  liberal 
ptofeuion."  Medical  assistants,  hereabouts, 
.are  nearly  on  a  par  with  journeymen  tailors, 
having,  for  their  salary,  30/.  to  35/.  per 
auxium,  whilst  they  are  worth  7  or  800/.  a 
year  to  their  employers.  1  know  of  seme 
assistants  in  this  neighbourhood,  whose 
earnings  for  their  employers  are  from  7  to 
800/.  a  year,  and  yet  their  employers  have 
the  audacity,  the  baseness,  and  meanness, 
to  offer  them  30/.  each  for  their  services. 
This  is  downright  oppression,  JSir,  and  we 
earnestly  ask  what  are  wo  to  do  ?  We  long 
for  your  speedy  success  in  the  cause  of 
medical  reform,  we  laud  your  endeavours, 
aud  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  you. 
If  I  were  not  trespassing  upon  your  pages,  I 
would  say  more,  hut  1  know  the  value  of 
your  columns,  and  therefore  lay  aside  my 
pen,  after  having  merely  called  your  atten- 

— —    i  1 1 1 

*  Our  correspondent  should  recollect 
that  Sir  James  Scarlett's  calculation  referred 
to  the  fatality  in  the  practice  of  a  "  Necey's 
surgery"  at  Guy's  Hospital;  and  we  think 
the  worthy  knight  was  rather  under  than 
over  the  mark.  Mr.  Lawrence  has  lost  but 
two  patients  out  of  fifty,  and  Mr.  Green 
has  been  nearly  as  successful. — En.  L. 


The  supply  evidently  exceeds  the  demand. 
A  correspondent,  (•«  Disciple  of  JEscula- 
pius,")  suggests  that  Medical  Assistants 
should  hold  a  public  meeting,  in  order  that 
their  grievances  may  be  fairly  and  fully  dis- 
cussed. 


SUBSTITUTE  FOR  HOPS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sin, — InTm:  Lancet,  No.  287,  (Feb. 28, 
1829,)  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Yo-y  made  a 
communication  to  the  Medico-Botanical 
Society,  respecting  the  use  of  the  common 
buck-bean,  or  marsh  trefoil,  as  a  substitute 
for  hops,  and  for  which  they  preseuted  him 
with  their  silver  medal.  1  can  attest  as  to 
its  proving  an  excellent  auccedaneum  in 
tbis  respect ;  for,  about  the  year  1820, 
when  hops  were  at  an  exceedingly  high 
price,  I  prepared  a  considerable  quantity  of 
extract  frcm  the  plaut,  of  which  1  sold  a 
great  deal. 

If  1  be  correct  in  my  remembrance,  a 
small  pill  box  full,  containing  nearly  two 
drachms,  was  considered  equal  to  one  pound 
of  hops.  What  tends,  in  some  degree,  to 
establish  tie  approval  of  the  article  in  the 
process  of  brewing  is,  that  they  were  pri- 
vate householders  only  who  purchased  it, 
1  am,  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  Towns, 

March  10,  1829. 
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that  the  necessity  of  applying  some  remedy 
to  the  evil  has  not  been  acknowledged, 
until  the  Government  has  been  awakened 
to  a  sense  of  its  own  supiuem  as  by  the  dis- 
covery of  the  dreadful  atrocities  committed 
Mr.  Warburton  baa  obtained  leave  to  at  Edinburgh.  That  the  Edinburgh  mur- 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  legalise  and  regulate  the  <lcrs  have  wrought  a  <J«cided  change  in  the 


THE  LANCET. 

London,  Saturday,  March  21.  1829. 


supply  of  subjects  for  anatomical  dissection, 
and  his  motion  received,  as  we  had  antici- 
pated,  the  unqualified  support  of  Mr.  Peel. 
We  observed  last  week  that,  as  the  Edin- 
burgh murders  bad  occurred  since  the 
Home  Secretary  expressed  doubts  as  to  the 
practicability  of  devising  a  legislative  re- 
medy for  the  evils  of  which  the  medical 
profession  has  so  long  complained,  the  Right 
Hon.  Gentleman  would  no  doubt  seejsuffi- 
cient  cause  for  changing  his  opinion,  and 
be  ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  time  was 
arrived  when  dissection  must  either  he  put 
down  altogether,  or  be  permitted  to  be  prac- 
tised under  such  legislative  provisions  as 
might  ensure  the  safety,  if  they  could  not 
be  wholly  reconciled  with  the  feelings  or 
prejudices,  of  the  community.  With  re- 
spect to  the  first  branch  of  the  alternative, 
namely,  the  suppression  of  the  practice  of 


opinions  of  Mr.  Peel  regarding  this  sub- 
ject, and  that  they  have,  as  we  anticipated, 
accomplished  for  the  anatomical  question, 
what  the  Clare  election  has  effected  for  the 
Catholic  question,  may  be  inferred,  we 
think,  from  the  following  passage  in  the 
Right  Hon.  Secretary's  Speech  :— 

"  After  the  experience — the  more  than 
melancholy  experience  they  had  obtained 
of  the  nature  of  the  crimes  to  which  the 
high  price  of  bodies  gave  rise,  he  would 
ask,  whether  it  had  not  become  absolutely 
necessary  that  something  should  be  done 
for  the  security  of  the  public,  and  for  the 
prepprvation  of  those  feelings  which  he  was 
inclined  to  treat  with  the  highest  respect ? 
Something,  it  was  acknowledged,  must  be 
done,  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  nothing 
had  yet  been  devised  which  seemed  has 
objectionable  in  principle  than  lite  measure 
proposed  by  the  Honourable  Member  for 
bridport." 

The  object  of  Mr.  Wahbuuton's  Bill  is 
to  give  legality,  in  certain  cases,  to  the 


dissection,  Mr.  Peel  declared  that,—  practice  of  dissections;  and  the  principal 


"  He  considered  it  an  unnecessary  waste 
of  the  time  of  the  House  to  use  arguments 
for  the  purpose  of  showiug  that  there  ex- 
isted a  necessity  for  the  promotion  of  the 
science  of  anatomy.  This  was  a  point 
which  he  conceived  to  be  unquestionable, 
and,  if  such  a  necessity  existed,  it  followed 
that  the  want  of  bodies  to  accomplish  the 
object*  of  teaching  anatomy  must  be  sup- 
plied. At  the  present  moment  the  laws 
did  not  pennit  that  want  to  be  supplied 
from  any  legitimate  source,  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  that  the  professors  of  ana- 
tomy were  compelled  to  procure  a  supply 
from  persons  who  carried  ou  th«  ir  Uuific 
amidst  the  nnst  outrageous  violations  of 
decency,  of  the  finest  and  most  powerful 
feelings  of  human  nature,  and  oftentimes  by 
the  perpetration  of  the  foulest  crimes." 

These  are  undeniable  truths,  but  they 

are  truths  which  have   been  week  after 

week,  and  month  after  month,  pressed  upon 

the  attention  of  the  Government,  during  the 

last  live  yeuis,  and  it  is  to  le  regretted 

No.  syo. 


features  of  the  measure  are  to  be,  lirst,  a 
provision  declaring  it  to  be  lawful  for  per- 
sons  duly  authorised  to  practise  as  physi- 
cians and  surgeons,  to  receive  subjects  for 
dissection  in  those  cities  or  towns  where 
there  are  universities  for  the  taking  of  de- 
grees, or  where  there  are  hospitals  large 
enough  to  receive  fifty  patients  at  a  lime  ; 
and,  secondly,  a  clause  making  it  lawful  for 
the  overseers  and  managers  of  poor-houses 
and  work-houses,  and  for  the  governors  of 
hospitals  to  give  up  to  surgeons  and  teach- 
ers of  anatomy  the  bodies  of  those  persons 
who,  having  died  in  such  poor-houses, 
work -houses,  or  hospitals,  are  not  claimed 
within  a  specified  time  by  some  friend  or 
relation.  As  soou  as  this  Bill  is  printed, 
we  shall  be  enabled  to  lay  a  copy  of  it  be- 
ibte  cur  readers  ;  at  present  it  would  be 

3E 
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premature  to  enter  fully  into  the  inquiry, 
how  far  it  is  likely  to  operate  aa  a  remedy 
for  the  existing  evils;  but  there  are  two 
points  on  which  we  are  desirous  of  making 
One  or  two  observations,  because  Mr.  War- 
burton  has  been  wholly  silent  with  regard 
to  one  of  them,  and  has  expressly  stated 
that  his  measure  will  not  embrace  the 
other;  we  allude  to  the  repeal  of  the  clause 
which  makes  dissection  a  part  of  the 
punishment  for  the  crime  of  murder,  and  the 
adoption  of  some  penal  enactment  for  the 
more  effectual  suppression  of  the  practice  of 
exhumation.   We  hare  repeatedly  stated 
that  we  believe  the  first  of  those  points  to 
be  of  such  importance,  that  no  legislative 
measure  for  facilitating  dissection  can  ever 
be  rendered  effectual,  so  long  as  the  clause 
which  subjects  the  bodies  of  murderers  to 
dissection  remains  upon  the  statute-book. 
If  that  clause  remain  unrepealed,  dissection 
will  continue  to  be,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a 
punishment,  and  the  Bill  proposed  by  Mr. 
Waabubton  will  be  ueither  more  nor  less 
than  a  Bill  for  subjecting  poverty  to  the 
same  penalty  which  is  inflicted  upon  crime — 
a  Bill  for  inflicting  the  panishment  of  dis- 
section on  the  destitute  and  the  friendless. 
We  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  is  no 
hardship  upon  the  poor  of  this  country,  that 
after  their  lives  shall  have  been  worn  out  in 
the  service  of  the  most  selfish,  overbearitis, 
and  heartless  aristocracy  in  Europe,  their 
bodies  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  knife 
of  the  anatomist.  We  are  not  prepared  to  say 
that  it  is  no  hardship  upon  the  poor  of  this 
country  to  pass  a  law,  declaring  that  even  the 
termination  of  their  lives  shall  not  be  the 
limit  of  their  persecution,  and  that  their 
bodies  shall  be  deprived  of  that  repose  in  the 
grave,  to  which  they  have  hitherto  looked 
as  a  sad  but  certain  refuge  from  "  the  op- 
pressor's scorn,  the  proud  man's  contumely." 
We  cannot  suffer  our  zeal  for  the  promotion 
of  anatomical  science  to  shut  up  all  the 
avenues  to  human  feeling ;  nor  are  we  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  principle  of  giving  up 


MR.  WARBUItTON'S  BILL. 

unclaimed  bodies  for  dissection,  thongh  it  is 
one  which  we  were  among  the  first  to_  re- 
commend to  the  adoption  of  the  Legislature, 
and  which  is  liable  to  fewer  objections  than 
any  other  which  could  be  taken  as  a  basis 
of  legislation,  will  not,  at  the  same  time, 
bear  hard  in  its  operation  upon  the  poor. 
But  if  the  Legislature  subjects  the  bodies  of 
friendless  paupers  to  dissection,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  sanctions  the  infliction  of  dis- 
section as  a  stigma  and  a  degradation  upon 
the  bodies  of  executed  murderers,  the 
measure,  proposed  by  Mr.  Wauburton, 
would  not  only  involve  that  degree  of  hard- 
ship upon  the  poor  which  is  inseparable 
from  the  difficulty  of  legislating  on  this  sub- 
ject,^>ut  it  would  be  a  measure  of  injustice 
and  cruelty  to  the  poor.   Dissection  is 
either  a  fit  punishment  for  crime,  or  it  is 
not.   If  it  be  a  fit  punishment  for  crime, 
with  what  decency  can  fiiendless  poverty 
be  declared  equivalent  to  crime,  by  a 
solemn  Act  of  the  Legislature?  Every 
body  knows  that,  in  this  country,  poverty 
is,  practically,  a   crime  of   the  deep- 
est dye,   and  that  there  ia  hardly  any 
crime,  which,  supported   or  covered  by 
wealth,  may  not,  practically,  cease  to  be 
criminal,  but  it  would  be  a  new  era  in 
legislation,  if  this  doctrine  were  gmvely 
set  forth  in  an  Act  of  Parliament.  On 
the  other  band,  if  dissection  be  not  a  fit 
punishment  for  crime,  why  hesitate  to  re- 
peal the  clause  which  makes  it  a  part  of  the 
punishment  for  the  crime  of  murder  1    Aa  to 
the  ground  upon  which  the  clause  has  been 
defended,  namely,  that  the  dread  of  dissec- 
tion tends  to  restrain  from  the  commission 
of  the  crime  of  murder,  we  have  endeavour- 
ed on  former  occasions  to  demonstrate  the 
absurdity  of  this  argument.    The  argument 
is  founded  upon  the  supposition,  that  the 
dread  of  hanging  without  subsequent  dissec- 
tion would  occasionally  fail  to  restrain  men 
meditating  the  crime  of  murder  from  its 
commission,  where  the  dread  of  dissection 
as  well  as  of  hauging,  of  the  hanging  plat  the 
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dissection,  would  operate  as  an  effectual  re- 
straint ;  a  supposition  of  which  the  absur- 
dity must  be  manifest  to  any  man  who 
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at  present,  the  deepeat  interest,  and  for 
which  we  are  the  less  able  to  account!  as 
the  discovery  of  the  atrocities  practised  at 


allows  himself  time  to  reflect  upon  it.    We  Edinburgh  seemed  to  point  out  the  abso- 


feel  satisfied  that  even  if  Mr.  YVabbubton's  lute 


bill  should  pass  the  legislature,  no  practical 
good  would  come  of  it,  if  the  clause  in  the 
Act  of  Geo.  II.  remain  unrepealed.  Public 
opinion  would  be  too  strong  for  the  enforce- 
meut  of  a  measure  which  should  attempt  to 
put  the  poor  upon  the  same  footing  pro  tanto 


of  suppressing  the  traffic 


between  resurrectionists  and  anatomists  by 
some  strong  penal  enactment.  To  omit  such 
an  enactment,  is  like  leaving  the  door  of  a 
house  unlocked  the  very  night  after  we 
have  suffered  from  o  burglary.  It  is  not 
enough  to  say,  that  by  providing  a  legiti- 


with  criminals,  and  subject  their  bodies  to  a  mate  source  for  the  supply  of  subjects,  ail 

process  hitherto  exclusively  reserved  by  the  temptation  to  the  commission  of  such  at  re- 

law  for  executed  murderers.   Mr.  Pxel,  in*  cious  crimes  will  be  removed*   After  the 

deed,  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  proposed  appalling  experience  we  have  had  of  the 


measure  would  make  no  difference  as  to  the 
class  of  persons  from  which  bodies  would  be 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  dissection,  since  the 
bodies  of  the  poor  were  at  present  uniformly 


atrocities  men  are  to  be  found  capable  of 
committing,  so  long  as  the  disgusting  traf- 
fic in  human  flesh  is  not  discouraged  by  the 
severest  penalties,  as  well  against  the  pur- 


resorted  to,  and  those  of  the  rich  were  gene-  chasers  as  the  vendors  of  dead  bodies, 
rally  secured  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  nothing  should  be  left  to  chance*  The  pos- 
them  inaccessible  to  the  depredations  of  the  aejfwn  of  a  dead  body  for  the  purpose  of 
resurrection-men.  This  argument,  however,  dissection,  under  any  other  circumstances 
is  evidently  fallacious;  for  it  is  notorious j than  those  sanctioned  by  the  legislature, 


that  the  resurrectionists  have  no  respect  for 
classes,  as  the  Home  Secretary  might  have 
learned  from  the  testimony  of  Sir  Astley 
Cooper,  who  declared  before  the  Committee 
that  "  there  was  no  person,  be  his  situation 
in  life  what  it  might,  whom,  if  he  were  dis- 
posed to  dissect,  he  could  not  obtain."  The 
effect  of  the  proposed  measure  will  undoubt- 
edly be,  to  throw  upon  the  poor  an  onus  which 
is  now  shared  by  all  classes  ;  the  least, 
therefore,  that  the  legislature  can  do,  in 
order  to  render  that  measure  as  palatable  as 
may  be  to  the  public,  is  to  repeal  the  absurd 
enactment  by  which  they  have  declared  dis- 
section to  he  a  stigma  aud  a  degradation. 

Mr.  Wakbubton  has  expressly  stated, 
that  it  is  not  his  intention  to  impose  any 
penalties  or  prohibitions  ;  the  practice  of  i  for  the  supply  of  subjects  to  be  sufficient  to 
exhumation,  therefore,  if  the  natural  ope-  j  pm  an  eu<t  to  the  practice  of  exhumation, 


ought,  we  contend,  to  he  made  an  offence 
puuishable  with  fourteen  yeari  transporta- 
tion. Had  the  receiver  of  the  bodies  of  the 
sixteen  unfortunate  creatures  butchered  at 
Edinburgh,  some  of  which  bodies,  those  of 
the  remarkable  person  of  Daft  Jamie,  for 
iustance,  and  of  young  women  of  the  town, 
dressed  in  silk  stockings,  and  the  flaunting 
costume  of  their  unhappy  calling,  could  not 
have  failed  to  excite  the  attention  of  the 
purchaser,  though  no  questions  were  asked 
by  him — had  the  receiver  of  these  sixteen 
strangled  bodies  been  punisltable  as  well  as 
the  murderer,  the  crimes  which  have  cast  a 
stain  on  the  character  of  the  nation,  and  of 
human  nature,  would  not  have  been 
milted.    Supposing  the  legitimate 


ration  of  the  proposed  Bill  be  not  sufficient 
to  put  an  end  to  it,  will  remain  unsuppreS3- 
ed.  This  is  au  omission  which  may  defeat 
one  of  the  objects  in  which  the  public  feel, 


there  can  be  no  objection  to  an  enactment 
increasing  the  penalties  against  an  unlawful 
traffic  in  dead  bodies,  for  such  an  enactment 
would,  in  the  natural  course  of  events,  become 
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a  dead  letter.   But  if  the  legitimate  source 
should  not  be  sufficient,  or  if  unexpected 
difficulties  should  arise  in  carrying  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  new  measure  into  effect,  the 
omission  of  a  strong  penal  enactment  against 
exhumation  and  the  abetting  of  it,  would 
expose  the  public  to  all  the  danger  from 
which  it  is  the  bounden  duty,  and  we  trust 
will  be  the  object,  of  the  legislature  to  pro- 
tect them.   We  admit,  with  Mr.  Peel,  the 
necessity  that  exists  for  practising  dissec- 
tion, with  a  view  to  the  successful  cultiva- 
tion of  anatomical  science,  and  we  insisted 
on  this  necessity,  when  Mr.  Peel  denied 
it  j  or,  what  was  worse,  when  he  admitted 
the  necessity  in  theory,  but  declined  af- 
fording the  practical  means  of  acting  upon 
it ;  but  though  we  admit  this  necessity  with 
a  view  to  the  prosecution  of  anatomical  stu- 
dies, and  the  successful  performance  of  a 
few  operations,  it  is,  in  our  judgment,  a 
relative,  not  an  absolute  necessity;  it  is 
not  such  an  overwhelming  necessity,  but 
that  it  ought  to  yield  to  the  paramount  im- 
portance of  discouraging  crime  and  immo- 
rality, and  protecting  the  public  against 
assassination.    Let  exhumation  be  sup- 
pressed, as  we  trust  it  will  be,  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  a  legitimate  source  of  supply 
for  the  dissecting-rooms  ;  but,  at  all  events, 
we  say,  let  exhumation  be  suppressed. 

That  provision  in  Mr.  Warburton's 
Bill,  which  is  to  give  a  legislative  sanction 
to  the  practice  of  dissection  in  all  the 
large  towns,  is  one  which  we  are,  per- 
hnps,  entitled  to  regard  with  the  more  sa- 
tisfaction, as  it  is  evidently  founded  upon 
the  evidence  which  we  gave  before  the 
Committee  ou  anatomy,  and  as  it  is  directly 
•  aimed  against  the  monopoly  of  the  College 
of  Surgeons.  We  stated  to  the  Committee, 
as  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  evidence 
which  follows  this  article,  that  the  diffi 
culties  of  obtaining  subjects  for  dissection, 
were  mainly  attributable  to  the  regulations 
adopted  by  the  College  since  the  year  18<2. 
We  showed,  that  before  these  regulations 


were  made,  dissections  were  practised  any 
where,  and  certificates  were  received,  with- 
out any  specifications  as  to  the  time  or  plaee 
in  which,  or  at  which,  the  dissections  were 
performed  j  every  body  that  could  be  ob- 
tained, was  invariably  applied  to  the  pur- 
poses of  dissection,  and  eagerly  sought  after 
by  the  professional  men,  not  only  of  Lon- 
don, but  of  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  We 
showed,  that  the  regulations  wherein  the 
Court  of  Examiners  had,  for  the  sake 
of  securing  a  monopoly  to  themselves,  de- 
clared that  they  would  grant  no  diplomas  to 
persons  who  had  learned  anatomy,  or  per- 
formed dissections  elsewhere  than  in  Lon- 
don, or  at  any  other  times  than  during-  the 
winter  season,  had  had  the  effect  of  pro- 
ducing a  great  scarcity  of  subjects,  by  bring- 
ing a  vast  influx  of  students  to  the  me- 
tropolis ;  aud  we  further  showed,  that  the 
College  of  Surgeons,  caring  nothing  for 
the  interests  of  science,  but  every  thing 
for  their  own  base  lucre,  persisted  in  re- 
quiring certificates  of  attendance  on  courses 
of  dissection  in  London,  and  refused  to  grant 
certificates  if  the  dissections  were  perform- 
ed elsewhere,  at  a  time  when  in  London 
there  were  no  subjects  to  dissect. 

The  provision  intended  to  be  introduced 
by  Mr.  War  burton  will  have  the  effect  of 
restoring  the  system  which  existed  pre- 
viously to  the  infamous  regulations  of  the 
College,  and  will  strike  at  the  root  of  the 
College  monopoly ;  for  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble to  maintain  that  monopoly  in  the  teeth 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  or  to  continue  the 
present  odious  prohibitions  and  restrictions, 
after  the  Legislature  shall  have  declared, 
that  anatomy  may  be  taught,  and  dissec- 
tions performed,  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
It  is  worthy  of  observation,  that  Mr.  War- 
burton  mude  no  mention  of  the  College  of 
Suigeons,  in  detailing  the  heads  of  his  Bill, 
nor  was  the  slightest  allusion  made  to  that 
corrupt  body  in  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion. So  fur  so  good ;  but  care  should  be 
taken  not  to  give  to  hospital  surgeons  the 
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power  of  appropriating  to  themselves  such 
a  proportion  of  the  subjects  to  be  applied 
to  scientific  purposes,  as  would,  in  effect, 
confirm  their  monopoly.    It  would  be  well, 
perhaps,  to  establish  a  general  receiving- 
house,  to  which  all  unclaimed  bodies  should 
be  taken,  and  where  nn  officer,  appointed  by 
the  government,  should  register  the  Bubjecis 
so  conveyed,  and  distribute  them  in  a  certain 
fixed  proportion,  to  such  teachers  as  might 
be  authorised  to  receive  them.  We  strongly 
recommend  also,  that  no  money  should  be 
allowed  to  be  received  for  the  subjects. 
Let  there  be  no  buyers  or  sellers  of  the  re- 
mains of  our  friendless  countrymen.  Let 
the  detestable  traffic  in  human  flesh  at  once 
be  suppressed,  and  the  supply  of  subjects 
for  anatomical  purposes  will  then  be  placed 
on  a  better,  instead  of  a  worse  footing,  in 
this  country  than  in  any  other  country  of 
Europe.  We  are  oware  that  this  will  not  be 
a  palatable  proposition  to  hospital  surgeons 
and  monopolists.    They  have  declared  that 
1  they  do  not  wish  to  see  subjects  cheap ; 
still  less  do  they  wisli  to  see  the  traffic  in 
subjects  completely  put  down  ;  all  they  de- 
aire  is,  that  the  traffic  should  be  rendered 
safe  and  pro6 table  to  themselves.  Thanks, 
however,  to  the  enlightened  spirit  in  which 
Mr.  VVarblrton   has  entered  upon  his 
task,  their  base  and  mercenary  purposes  are 
likely  to  be  defeated. 

There  is  another  emission  which  it  may 
be  worth  while  to  notice.  .Not  a  word  was 
■aid,  in  the  course  of  Die  discussion,  about 
the  burial  of  the  be  dies,  al  ter  they  shall 
have  undergone  dissection.  Is  it  iutended 
to  dispense  altogether  with  tlus  ceremony  * 
Nothing  is  mure  |ik-ly  to  put  to  hazard  the 
succt-ss  of  the  measure,  and  to  excite  Un- 
popular fteliug  iitrainst  it,  than  the  mani- 
festation of  iudiflV rence  on  the  part  of  the 
aristocracy,  as  to  the  performance  or  neglect 
of  this  ceremony,  as  applied  to  the  bodies 
of  the  poor.  It  is  true,  that  the  doctrines 
of  Christianity  do  ttwt  enjoin  the  belief,  that 
the  rites  of  burial  have  any  influence  over 


our  condition  in  a  future  state;  but  the 
vulgar  seldom  distinguish  with  much  accu- 
racy between  the  ordinances  of  churches 
and  the  revelations  of  Scripture,  and  are 
accustomed  to  look  upon  Christian  burial 
as  a  part  of  the  Christian  religion.  Even 
philosophy  dictates  that,  though  we  may  be 
indifferent  as  to  the  burial  of  our  own 
bodies,  the  feelings  and  customs  of  mankind, 
as  connected  with  this  ceremony,  ought  to 
be  respected.  "  De  humatione,"  says  Cicero, 
"  unum  tenendum  est,  contemnendum  in  nobis, 
non  negligendum  in  nostris ;  ita  tamen  mortu. 
orum  corpora  nUiiltentire  intelligamits.  Quantum 
autem  consuetudini  fanutque  dandum  sit,  id 
curent  vki."  At  the  present  moment,  when 
there  exists  a  strong  impression  among  the 
uninstructed  classes  of  the  community,  that 
a  blow  is  aimed  at  the  religion  of  the 
country  by  the  great  measure  now  passing 
through  Parliament,  it  would  be  indiscreet 
to  allow  it  to  go  forth,  that  the  Legislature 
was  at  the  same  time  passing  a  bill  to  de- 
prive the  bodies  of  the  poor  of  the  rite*  of 
burial. 

Since  the  foregoing  article  was  written, 
we  have  received  from  our  esteemed  cor- 
respondent Ehinexbis,  the  communication 
inserted  at  page  774,  on  the  subject 
of  the  exportation  of  dead  bodiea  from 
Dublin. 


FBOM  THE  HKl'OnT  Of  THE  V  A  nLt  A  M  ENTA  H  Y 
COMMIT  !  fcfc  ON  AN  ATOM  Y,  MA  V,  18'28. 

]Ur.  Thomas  W a k ley  called  in,  and 
examined. 

•  ••••«  Will  you  point  out 

J  in  the  regulations  of  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons, dated  the  l>th  of  January, 
which  are  the  regulations  that  you  consider 
tend  to  increase  il.e  diliiculties  of  obtaiuing 
a  supply  of  subjects  fi>r  dissection  1—1  will 
read  them. 

1.  "  The  only  schools  of  anatomy  and 
physiology  recognised,  are  London,  Dub- 
lin, Edinburgh,  CI  isgow,  ami  Aberdeen." 

IV.  —  Herniation.—  "  The  following 
certificates  will  be  required  of  candidates 
for  the  diploma  ot'tho  College 
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1st.—"  Of  having  been  engaged  six 
yearB,  at  least,  in  the  acquisition  of  pro- 
fessional knowledge." 

gd, — •«  Of  having  regularly  attended 
three  or  more  winter  courses  of  ana- 
tomy and  physiology,  and  two  or  more 
winter  courses  of  dissections  and 
demonstrations,  delivered  at  subse- 
quent periods." 

Section  5. — *'  And  of  having  attend- 
ed, duriug  the  term  of  at  least  one 
year,  the  surgical  practice  of  one  or 
more  of  the  following  hospitals,  viz. 
St.  Bartholomew's,  St.  Thomas's,  the 
Westminster,  Guy's,  St.  George's,  the 
London,  and  the  Middlesex  in  London  ; 
the  Richmond,  Steevens's,  and  the 
Meatli  in  Dublin  ;  and  the  Royal  In- 
firmaries in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and 
Aberdeen;  or,  during  four  years,  the 
Surgical  practice  of  a  recognised  pro- 
vincial hospital,  and  six  months,  at 
least,  the  practice  of  one  of  the  above- 
named  hospitals  in  the  schools  of  ana- 
tomy." 

13A2.  Will  you  state  in  what  way  you 
consider  these  regulations  to  interfere  with 
the  supply  of  subjects'? — If  I  were  to  do 
that,  it  would  be  only  offering  my  opinion  ; 
perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  state  the  facts 
as  they  hare  occurred  since  1819  or  13.-0. 
In  1815,  and  from  that  period  to  about 
1822,  there  were  very  few  difficulties  experi- 
enced iu  this  town  with  rpgard  to  obtaining 
an  adequate  supply  of  subjects  for  dis- 
section. In  1823,  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
in  Lincoln's-Inn  Fields,  enacted  a  by-law, 
stating,  that  certificates  of  dissection  would 
not  be  received  by  the  Court  of  Exatniucrs, 
unless  the  dissections  were  performed  during 
the  winter  season ;  this  by-law  had  the 
effect  of  drawing  the  pupils  from  every  part 
of  England,  for  die  purpose  of  cultivating  the 
science  cf  anatomy  to  that  extent  which 
would  enable  them  to  undergo  their  exami- 
nation for  the  diploma.  In  consequence  of 
the  extraordinary  flow  of  students  into 
London,  at  that  period,  the  dissecting- 
rooms  became  very  much  crowded  with 
pupils  ;  as  there  was  an  increased  demand 
for  bodies,  an  increased  price  was  asked  by 
the  resurrection  men,  and,  ultimately,  the 
price  became  so  exceedingly  high,  that  a 
number  of  individuals,  who  before  had  not 
embarked  in  the  practice  of  exhumation, 
entered  upon  it ;  bodies  were  raised  and 
procured  for  a  time  in  the  most  indecent 
manner ;  and  at  last  the  churchyards,  and 
every  description  of  burial  ground,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London,  were  so  watched, 
that  to  obtain  any  subjects  for  the  purpose 
of  dissection,  was  next  to  impossible.  In 
1824,  the  College  enacted  the  by-law 
No.  IV.  section  5,  in  which  it  was  further 
stated,  that  "  no  certificates,  in  testimony 


of  attendance  on  dissections,  would  be  re- 
ceived by  the  Court,  except  from  the  ap- 
pointed professors  of  anatomy  and  surgery 
in  the  Universities  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Aberdeen,  and  Dublin,  or  from  persous  who 
were  physicians  or  surgeons  to  the  hospi- 
tals in  the  recognised  schools,  or  from  per- 
sons unless  recommended  by  the  medical 
establishments  of  those  hospitals."  This 
regulation  had  a  most  extraordinary  effect 
upon  the  private  schools  in  this  town,  and  V 
have  the  authority  of  Mr.  Brookes  for 
stating  that  it  was  nearly  his  ruin.  I  have 
further  the  authority  of  Messrs.  Brookes 
and  Carpue  (whom  I  have  seen  since  I  re- 
ceived the  summons  of  this  Committee)  for 
stating,  that  previously  to  1823,  (compara- 
tively speaking,)  they  experienced  no  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  subjects  ;  but  the  College 
of  Surgeons  having  limited  the  space  from 
which  subjects  should  be  procured  to  Lon- 
don, and  the  time  in  which  dissections 
should  be  performed,  to  seven,  or  at  most 
eight,  months  in  the  year,  the  difficulties  of 
procuring  subjects  had  increased  to  such  a 
degree,  that  their  rooms  were  often  trnfur^ 
nislied  with  the  requisite  materials  for  pro- 
secuting the  study  of  anatomy.  1  have  the 
authority  of  both  of  these  gentlemen  for 
stating,  that,  in  the  $ummert  they  could 
always  obtain  subjects  for  dissection  with 
greater  faci'ity  than  in  the  winter.  The 
ascribed  motive  of  the  College  for  enacting 
the  law  restricting  dissections  to  the  winter 
season,  "  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in 
which  dissections  in  the  summer  endanger- 
ed the  lives  of  the  students,  does  not  appear 
to  be  the  real  one  ;  as  Mr.  Brookes  has  lec- 
tured during  the  summer  season,  from  fifteen 
to  tuen.'u  years,  without  having  had  a  single 
pupil  die  from  the  practice  of  summer  dis- 
section ;  and,  during  the  whole  of  his  expe- 
rience, he.  has  lost  but  one  pupil  from  dis- 
section ,  and  that  pupil  died  at  Christmas. 
Mr.  Carpue  also  has  practised  summer  dis- 
sections nearly  twenty  years,  and  he  has 
not  lost  a  single  pupil.  It  will  have  been 
already  perceived  that  the  by-law  passed  in 
1823,  and  that  passed  in  1824,  had  the 
direct  tendency  of  throwing  all  the  fees  which 
could  arise  from  teaching  of  anatomy  in 
this  country,  into  the  pockets  of  the  London 
hospital  surgeons,  and  their  immediate  de- 
pendents and  relatives  ;  and  it  is  not  a  little 
singular  that  the  members  of  the  Court  of 
Examiners,  by  whom  these  by-laws  were 
enacted,  were  themselves,  at  least  seven  of 
them,  London  hospital  surgeon?.  These 
laws,  continuing  in  operation  at  the  present 
time,  produce  the  same  mischievous  effects 
with  regard  to  the  cultivation  of  anatomy, 
ns  at  the  period  when  they  were  first 
enacted.  Before  they  were  enacted,  dis- 
sections were  practised  any  where,  and  cer- 
tificates were  received  without  any  speoifi- 
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cations  aa  to  the  time  or  place  in  which,  or  been  weeks,  and  even  months,  without  a 
at  which,  the  dissections  were  performed  ;  subject ;  yet  in  the  summer,  when  the  lec- 
every  bod v  that  could  be  obtained  wasinva-  tures  are  altogether  prohibited,  or  at  least 
riably  applied  to  the  purposes  of  dissection,  not  recognised  by  the  College,  subjects  are 
oud  eagerly  sought  after  by  the  profcvssional ;  procurable  with  the  greatest  facility,  and 
men,  not  only  of  London,  but  of  every  part ,  at  the  same  price  as  formerly, 
of  the  kin^uVm  ;  and  students  as  easily  •  Ki.53.  Have  you  any  further  observations 
answered  the  questions  proposed  to  them  iu  j  to  make  upon  tlie  regulations  you  have 
their  examinations  at  the  College  at  that 'jointed  out? — A  petition  now  lies  on  the 
period  as  at  present.  Certificates  not  being  j  table  of  this  Honourable  House  from  the 
received  by  the  Court  of  Examiners  from  great  body  of  surgeons,  praying  for  the  r«- 
any  part  of  En^lnud,  except  Lonloit,  all  the  \j*al  of  the  regulations  in  question,  on  account 
pupils  necessarily  resort  to  this  place  ;  con- '  ot"  their  injustice  towards  own  fry  surgeons  in 
sequ^ntly,  th«  chances  of  an  adequate  sup-,  the  lar^e  provincial  hospitals,  as  they  have 
ply  of  subjects  to  meet  the  increased  de-  -  had  the  effect,  or  nearly  so,  of  entirely 
manrl,  have,  of  course,  been,  and  really  are, 1  putting  a  stop  to  the  teaching  of  anatomy 
very  much  lessened.  The  Court  of  Examiners  :  in  the  country  ;  that  petition  was  presented 
appear  chiefly  to  rely  on  the  certificates  of  to  the  House  the  year  before  last, 
students  as  the  most  important  proof  of]  13/>4.  Have  you  imv  observations  to 
ability  ;  but,  at  the  period  when  the  last  by-  make  upon  article  5.  of  by-law  No.  IV.  1 — ■ 
law  was  enacted,  and  subsequently  to  That  clause  recoguises  the  attendance  of 
that  period,  there  was  scarcely  a  subject  |  pupils  on  the  practice  of  the  hospitals  of 
to  be  procured  for  dissection  in  the  ana-  "  St.   Bartholomew's    St.  Thomas's,  the 


tomical  schools  of  th is  metropolis  ;  yet  the 
Court  of  Examiners  required  fr<im  the  pupils 


Westminster,  Guy's,  St.  George's,  the  Lon- 
don and  Middlesex,  in  London  ;  the  Kick- 


certificates  of  directions  which  had  never  beenjtnond,  Steevens's,  and  the  Meath,  in  Dub- 
performed.  To  show  the  fallacy  of  relying  ;  tin  ;  and  the  Royal  Infirmaries  in  Edinburgh, 
on  certificates  as  a  proof  of  the  quantity  of  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen,  or  during  four 
dissectong  accomplished,  1  may  instance  an  \  years  the  surgical  practice  of  a  recognised 
occurrence  which  happened  to  myself.  When  provincial  hospital."  The  manner  in  which 
about  to  apply  for  examination.* ut  the  Col-  this  regulation  is  calculated  to  crowd  the 
lege,  I  was  asked  by  a  fellow-student  what  hospitals  of  London,  and  to  draw  off  the  pupils 


number  of  certificates  I  had  (o  take  with 
me,  and  I  told  him  very  few ;  on  which  he 
said  that  was  a  pity,  because  the  examina- 
tion was  generally  proportioned  to  the 
quantity  of  certificates  produced  by  the 
pupil.  I  mentioned  to  him  that  I  had  en- 
tered to  one  lecturer  at  a  distant  part  of  the 
town,  when  I  first  came  to  London  ;  but 
finding  it  inconvenient,  after  three  or  four 
mornings,  1  relinquished  the  attendance  ; 
of  course,  1  said,  1  could  get  no  certificate 
from  him.  4*  Vou  had  belter  try,"  he  re- 
plied ;  "1  think  you  can."  Accordingly  I 
did  apply,  and  leceived  a  certificate  from 
the  lecturer,  stating  that  1  had  "  regularly 
and  diligently  attended  one  course  of  his 
lectures  ou  anatomy,  physiology,  and  sur- 
gery, and  oue  course  of  his  dissectkns, 
although  I  had  attended  hut  four  or  five  of 
his  lectures,  and  no  dissection  whatever 
The  effect  of  the  by-law  t>  which  I  have 
already  alluded,  directly  tends  to  destroy  the 
value  of  certificates,  because  from  the  man- 
ner it  has  crowded  anatomical  theatres  and 
dissecting  rooms,  ii  is  utterly  impossible  for 
the  lecturer  to  know  whether  the  pupil  hat. 
been  uttcntive  to  his  studies  or  not.  Sub- 
jects, up  to  the  period  of  18^3,  before  the 
winter  courses  of  dissection  were  required  by 
the  College,  could  be  procured  almost  with- 
out difficulty,  and  to  any  extent,  at  four 
guineas  each  ;  but  since  that  period,  many 
of  the  disaecting  rooms  of  this  town  kave 


from  the  provincial  inttitututis,  where  they 
have  equal,  if  not  greater  opportunities  of 
acquiring  professional  knowledge,  may  be 
understood  by  the  fact,  that  although  one 
year's  attendance  is  deemed  sufficient  at  the 
Westminster  Hospital,  four  years'  attendance 
in  a  provincial  hospital  is  requited ;  yet  the 
Westminster  Hospital  contains  only  eighty- txeo 
beds,  while  some  of  the  provincial  hospitals 
contain  upwards  of  three  hundred  ;  still  the 
required  attendance  at  the  ffestminster  Hot- 
pitul  is  only  a  font  th  of  the  period  required 
attbeotheis;  but  (wo  of  the  four  surgeons 
'ii  the  Westminster  Hospital  are  on  the 
Court  of  Examiners,  and  the  whole  four  are 
members  of  the  council  from  which  the 
Eiamtners  are  elected. 

13jj.  Is  tot  the  winter,  of  necessity,  a 
period  more  fit  for  dissection  than  the  sum- 
mer, on  account  of  the  rapidity  with  which 
tlie  subjects  become  unfit  for  examination?— 
I  think  not,  to  the  extent  generally  believed  ; 
oeciiuse,  with  proper  care  and  attention, 
uhj-cts  can  he  preserved  with  antiseptics, 
'or  all  the  purposes  of  dissection,  nearly  as 
well  in  the  summer  ns  in  the  winter  season. 
i  have  this  morning  seen  a  subject  at  Mr. 
Carpue's,  with  the  muscles  still  ou  the  bones, 
which  has  been  dissected  upwards  of  one 
year,  and  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  offensive 
even  now. 

1356.  Before  the  college  passed  the  by- 
law admitting  only  attendance  at  winter 
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courses  of  lectures,  did  as  many  pupils  attend 
the  summer  courses  in  London  1 — There  is  a 
difficulty answering  thut  question,  because 
so  many  of  those  lecturers  who  lectured  iu 
winter  did  not  lecture  in  summer. 

1357.  But  although  the  same  lecturers  did 
not  lecture  in  the  winter  and  the  6ummer, 
was  the  attendance  upon  the  summer  lec- 
tures us  great  as  upon  the  winter  lectures  ? — 
Greater,  at  least  with  Mr.  Brookes  ;  but  that 
gentleman  and  two  others  were,  1  believe, 
the  ouly  lecturers  in  the  summer. 

1358.  Was  the  number  of  lecturers  who 
lectured  in  the  summer  less  than  the  number  I 
of  those  who  lectured  in  winter  J — Far  less. 

1309.  Therefore,  upon  the  whole,  the 
number  of  pupils  who  attended  summer  lec- 
tures was  less  ? — It  was  less. 

1360.  When  it  was  equally  open  for  pupils 
to  receive  certificates  for  their  attendance 
at  summer  as  well  as  winter  lectures,  to 
what  do  you  ascribe  the  greater  number  at- 
tending the  winter  courses'?— Jt  was  a  mat- 
ter of  greater  convenience.  The  medical 
sessions  commenced  in  October,  and  termi- 
nated in  May,  and  for  many  years  there  was 
ouly  one  lecturer  to  any  extent  in  the  sum- 
mer, and  that  was  Mr.  Brookes,  whose  theatre 
<  was  always  full.  While  I  was  at  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital,  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  at  the 
end  of  his  course,  invariably  recommended 
us  to  go  to  Mr.  Brookes's  during  the 
summer  season,  "if  we  wished  to  learn 
anatomy." 

136*1.  Were  the  other  lectures  which  are 
usually  attended  by  students  upon  materia 
medica  and  physiology,  given  in  the  summer 
months'? — In  summer  and  winter  also. 

1362.  You  stated,  that  the  pupils  receiv- 
ing certificates  from  various  lecturers  for- 
merly passed  their  examinations  at  the 
college  as  easily  as  at  present ;  does  not  the 
facility  with  which  they  pass  depend  as  well 
upon  the  strif  tuess  of  the  exaruiutr  as  upon 
the  qualifications  of  the  examinee? — Un- 
questionably j  but  with  one  or  two,  or  three 
exceptions  at  most,  the  same  examiners 
formed  the  court  then  as  at  present. 

1363.  Do  you  apprehend  the  examina- 
tions were  as  strict  then  as  they  are  now  1 — 
1  have  no  means  of  knowing  ;  they  cannot  be 
less  strict.  I  had  no  question  whatever  in 
anatomy  proposed  to  me  when  1  was  ex- 
amined. 

1364.  In  what  year  was  that?— in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1817. 

136.>.  Were  you  required  then  to  procure 
certificates? — Ueitiluatcs  of  tins  kind  (pro- 
ducing une,)  n*  to  lectures  m;d  dissections," 
without  stating  uhete  the  Cornier  were  attend, 
ed  or  the  latter  performed.  1  his  is  the  cer- 
tificate, Mr.  Carpue  informs  me,  which  he 
was  in  the  huiiii  of  giving  at  that  time. 

136(1.  It  does  not  state  how  many  courses, 
or  the  length  of  each  course? — No. 


1367.  Do  you  not  consider,  that  in  one 
respect  the  present  regulations  are  better 
than  they  were  formerly,  inasmuch  as  tliey 
require  to  he  specified  the  number  of  courses 
of  lectures  on  anatomy  and  dissection  that 
the  candidates  for  diplomas  have  attended  ? — 
No  ;  1  think  they  me  much  worse,  because  they 
compel  the  student  of  talent  to  devote  as  much 
time  to  the  study  as  they  do  the  student  of  ex- 
treme dulness,  who  may  require  a  period  Jive  times 
as  long. 

1368.  If  the  committee  correctly  under- 
stand the  nature  of  your  answer,  you  would 

I  not  recommend  that  the  time  during  which 
the  pupil  has  attended  dissections  should  be 
any  qualification  ;  you  would  desire  that  the 
knowledge  of  the  pupil  should  be  ascertained 
at  the  period  of  his  presenting  himself,  by  a 
more  strict  course  of  examination? — Cer- 
tainly; I  would  neither  require  that  the 
time  the  pupil  had  attended,  nor  the  place 
where  he  had  attained  his  information,  should 
be  specified ;  I  conceive  that  every  thing 
should  be  made  to  depend  on  an  efficient,  hec- 
tical, PUBLIC  EXAMINATION. 

1369.  Are  all  the  private  lecturers,  who 
now  give  lectures  on  anatomy  or  a  course  of 
dissections  in  London,  accredited  by  the 
medical  establishments  of  recognised  hospi- 
tals ? — That  is  a  questions  I  cannot  answer. 
The  by-laws  have  been  altered  annu ally  these 
Jive  years  last  past, 

1370.  I  do  not  observe  in  this  copy  of  thq 
regulations,  dated  the  5th  of  January,  1828, 
the  same  limitations  which  are  found  in  the 
copy  dated  February  1826.  It  is  not  stated 
in  the  copy,  bearing  date  the  5th  of  January 
1328,  "That  certificates  of  attendance  at 
lectures  on  anatomy,  physiology ,  theory  and 
pi  at  lice  of  surgery,  and  the  performance  of 
dissections,  be  not  received  by  the  court, 
except  from  the  appointed  professors  of 
anatomy  and  surgery,  in  the  Universities  of 
Dublin,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen,  or  from 
persons  teaching  in  a  school  connected  with 
or  accredited  by  the  medical  establishment 
ofa  recognised  hospital  in  one  of  the  schools 
of  anatomy,  or  fiom  persons  being  physicians 
or  surgeons  to  any  of  such  hospitals?" — No,  it 
is  expunged  ;  and  the  certificates  of  a  gentle- 
men who  is  present,  are  now  received  by  the 
Court  of  Examiners  j  although  they  were 
refused  by  the  Court  of  Examiners  in  1823, 
1824,  and  1825. 

1371.  Then  you  believe  the  cei  tificntes 
of  private  lecturer?,  although  not  accredited 
i>y  the  medicnl  establishments  of  the  hospi- 
tals, would  be  now  received  ? — Yes. 

1372.  You  stated,  that  this  morning  ycu 
saw  a  subject  which  hud  been  dissected  a 
year  ago,  and  by  the  use  of  antiseptics,  the 
muscles  still  remain  on  the  bones ;  is  that 
mode  of  preparation  generally  known  ? — I 
believe  not ;  but  the  only  means  used  to 
preserve  it,  is  common  salt,  It  was  at  Mr* 


Digitized  by  Googl 


BEFORE  THE- PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE. 


793 


Carpue's.  He  hud  one  subject  also  dissected  ligently  attended,  daring  the  terra  of  at  least 
about  a  fortnight,  and  in  that  the  muscles  one  year,  the  surgical  practice  of  one  of 
and  other  part*  were  quite  perfect,  and  al-  tie  following  hospitals  ;  and  then  follows 
most  fret*  from  einell.  1  a  libt  of  the  Loudon,  Dublin,  Edinburgh, 

1373.  Do  you  think,  that  if  subjects  could  and  Glasgow  hospitals,  "  and  twice  that 
be  procured  "in  a  sufficient  quantity  from  the  term  in  any  of  the  piovincial  hospitals,  as 
Continent,  and  if  prepared  in  the  mariner  above  described ;"  the  above  hospitals, 
just  described,  they  would  be  fit  subjects  '  meaning  such  hospitals  as  shall  contain,  on 
for  anatomical  purposes! — Yes;  but  1  think  an  average,  100  patients! — Strictly  speak- 
we  ran  obtain,  without  difficulty,  much  bet- '  inir,  that  regulation  amounts  to  an  exclusion 
ter  subjects  here,  and  without  violating  any  '  of  the  Westminster  Hospital,  although  you 
of  the  icelings  or  prejudices  of  the  public,  will  perceive  in  Hegulation5,itisrecognised. 
I  believe  that  not  more  than  from  ;>00  to  1370.  How  is  it  that  the  period  ofattend- 
700  subjects  are  wanted  in  London  for  the  '  ance  as  described  by  vou  to  be  required  in 
purposes  of  dissection  in  any  one  year,  and  j  the  provincial  hospitals,  is/imr  times  the  pe- 
I  consider  there  are  mure  than  10O0  un-  j  riod  that  is  required  in  the  London  hospitals? 
claimed  persons  who  die  in  our  public  in-  I  — I  cannot  say;  but  the  demand  is  contained 
stitntiens,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses, !  in  the  last  copy  of  the  regulations,  dated  the 
and  prisons,  during  the  same  period.  If  we  |  nth  of  January  1Bli8.  The  regulations  were 
were  to  rely  upon  a  foreign  source,  in  the  l  altered  in  1827.  They  then  stated,  that 
event  of  a  w  ur,  the  supply  would  be  instan-  certificates  of  a  tiro  years'  attendance  in  a 
taneouslv  cutoff.  It",  on  the  other  hand,  I  provincial  hofpital  would  he  received  by  the 
we  were  to  have  ihe  bodies  of  unclaimed  I  court,  provided  the  pupil  had  previously 
persons  for  dissection,  we  should  be  certain  |  attended  two  courses  of  lectures,  and  two 
of  uu  abundant  supply,  and  there  would  be  j  courses  of  dissections  in  one  of  the  recognis- 
ro  outrage  to  public  feeling,  because  people  ed  schools,  London  being  at  the  time  the  only 


are  quite  iudifferent,  as  long  as  the  sub- 
jects are  not  their  own  relatives  or  friends 
The  great  prejudice  which  exists  in  this 
couutry  against  the  practice  of  dissections, 
appears  to  arise  from  that  enactment  of  the 
legislature  which  consigns  the  bodies  of 
MURDFHfRS  to  dissection;  also  from  the  dis- 
gusting and  filthy  practice  of  exhumation, 
which  employs,  I  believe,  nearly  100  men, 
who  are  continually  violating  both  law  and 
decency. 

1374.  Since  the  number  of  pupils  attend- 
ing the  winter  courses,  has  at  all  times  been 
considerably  greater  than  the  number  of 
those  attending  the  summer  courses,  should 
you  anticipitate  much  diminution  of  tie 
scarcity  of  subjects  now  existing,  provided 
certificates  ot  the  summer  couises  were 
admitted  ! — Certainly  not,  if  London  is  still 
t  >  be  the  only  school  of  anatomy  recognised  in 
England. 

I37j.  Should  vou  anticipate  any  consi- 


recognised  school  in  England. 

1379.  Do  you  happen  to  know  bow  many 
patients  there  are  in  the  hospital  at  Leeds  ? — 
I  do  not ;  but  1  sh<  uld  think  from  two  to 
three  hundred  ;  at  Manchester  there  are 
about  three  hundred. 

1330.  Are  you  aware  of  any  reason  why 
so  much  longer  a  period  should  be  required 
for  walking  the  country  hospitals? — None 
whatever  ;  unless  it  be  that  it  is  to  favour 
the  examiners  i iiFMSKLvrs.  Indeed  it  is 
generally  considered  that  where  there  are 
only  a  few  pupils,  they  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  information  than  where 
there  are  many. 

13M1.  Vtu  think,  then,  that  a  shorter  time 
would  te  requisite  in  the  country  than  in 
Lmdon  ? — I  do. 

13H2.  Are  you  aware  of  the  following  be- 
ing the  by-laws  of  the  College  of  Surgeous 
in  London,  as  long  ago  as  the  t'.nh  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1R19: — 1st.  Candidates  must  have 


deruble  diminution  of  ihe  scarcity,  if  certi-  |  certificates,  first,  of  having  been  engaged  for 
ficafes  from  provincial  lecturers  we  e  «d -'  five  yr  nrs,  at  least,  in  the  acquisi'hn  of  pro- 
moted more  fre«  ly  ? — Certainlv,  a  vry  yeot  j  tessiennl  knowh  dge  ;  2nd.  Of  l  aving  regu- 
diniinvtttm,  if  ihe  period  of  attendance  on  ihe  |  lurly  attended  two  courses  at  least  of  una- 
proviiu  inl  hospitals  were  reduced  to  the  same  ,  tomic.d '.ectuies, ;  nd  :1  o  one  (  r  more  c  urses 
standard  ::s  that  v.n  the  hospitals  of  Lomicu.  1  of  surgical  lectures  in  London,  Dublin, 
l37o.  I  iidtr  ihe  pve>ei.t  refutations,  is  .  Ldinbur^h,  or  Glasguw? — I  Htn  aware  of 
the  peiiod  of  atr-mting  t  h r»  provincal  :,on:e  such  regulation  \  avit  g  exist,  d. 
courses  required  to  be  double  that  reijcired  .  I3f!:>.  What  is  the  reason  for  the  different 
to  be  m  the  Lcmh  n  schools  f — Certificates  fating  upon  which  Aberdeen  and  Dublin 
of  attendance  m  provincial  lectures  on  ana-  are  put  from  other  country  hospitals  ? — I  can- 
lomy.  at.-  not  admitted  at  till  ;  but  the  period  '  not  say  ;  the  hoval  infirmary  of  Aberdeen 
of  attermance  in  country  hospitals  on  snr-  j  is  very  inferior  as  a  school  of  surgery  to  many 
gicul  practice,  is  four  times  us  loug  as  that  of  the  nm-rccognised  provincial  hospitals, 
required  in  the  London  hospitals.  '     J3U1.  Aie  ti  e  hospitals  of  Aberdeen  and 

IS??.  In  the  regulations  dated  February, ,  Dublin  on  the  same  footing  as  those  of  Lon> 
lti«6#  this  passage  occurs;  '«  Ot  having  di- ;  dou  ?— Yes. 
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FtETAL  CIRCULATION  IN  THE  HORSE. 


ON  THE  VfETAL  CIRCULATION  IN  THE  HOH8F, 
ASS,  COW,  &C,  AND  THE  MANNER  IN 
WHICH  THE  Fd-TI'S  IS  SUPPORTED. 

By  R.  Vines,  E$q.,  Mr,  Coleman's  Assistant 
at  the  VeUrinary  CalUge. 

In  tha  early  pan  of  my  anatomical  stu- 
dies, on  looking  into  tbe  different  veteri- 
nary works  for  information  on  the  subject 
of  the  fettal  circulation,  1  found  so  little 
stated  respecting  it,  that  I  was  induced 
to  well  investigate  tbe  manner  by  which 
it  is  effected  ;  »nd  as,  I  believe,  no  uu- 
tbor  or  lecturer  baa  hitberio  correctly  de- 
scribed it,  1  beg  leave  to  lay  tbe  result  of 
my  researches  before  tbe  profession,  through 
tbe  medium  of  your  Journal.  Mr.  Blaine, 
in  bis  •«  Veterinary  Outlines/'  aud  Mr. 
Board  man,  in  bis  Dictionary,  have  only 
briefly  alluded  to  tbe  subject,  and  appear  to 
bare  taken  what  little  they  say,  from  writers 
on  human  anatomy.*  But  Mr.  William 
Percivsll,  one  of  tbe  latest  of  our  vete- 
rinary compiler*,  baa  not  even  mentioned 
this  interesting  subject  in  bis  "  Elementary 
Lectures  on  the  Veterinary  Art."  Hitherto 
tbe  foramen  ovale*  in  the  foetal  beatt  of  the 
hone  and  ass,  like  that  of  the  buman  sub- 
ject, baa  been  described  as  being  formed 
by  an  opening  through  tbe  partition  be- 
tween the  right  and  left  auricles  of  the 
heart,  and  that  a  valve  is  so  constructed  and 
situated,  that  it  allows  the  blood  to  pass 
from  the  right  to  the  left  auricle,  but  not 
from  tbe  left  to  tbe  right. 

Now,  in  the  fatal  heart  of  the  horse,  ass, 
and  likewise  that  of  tbe  calf,  we  certainly 
find  something  of  this  kind  of  appearance, 
but  it  is  only  when  examined  \  revious  to  its 
being  injected ;  and  if  the  auricles  and  ven- 
tricles be  injected  through  ihe  medium  of 
the  posterior  eava  (tbe  veua  cava  asoendens 
\u  the  human  subject,)  and  the  connexion 
between  tbe  auricles  then  completely  divi- 
ded, no  foramen  ovale,  or  opening,  of  any 
hind,  is  to  be  seen,  and  if  the  posterior  cava 
be  examined  close  to  tbe  auricles,  it  will 
be  found  to  open  into  the  left,  as  well  as 
into  the  right  auricle,  thereby  showing'that 
the  blood  which  is  brought  fiom  the  placenta 
and  posterior  parts  of  the  body,  eaters  partly 
into  tbe  left,  and  partly  iuto  the  right  auri- 
cle of  tbe  heart,  and  consequently  the  blood 
— ;    

*  JVI.  Bianciui,  in  his  communication  to 
tbe  Medico-Physical  Society  of  Florence, 
tbe  latest  writer  1  have  met  with  on  this 
subject,  (see The  Lakclt,  No.  247,  p. 231,) 
states,  that  the  blqud-vessels  of  the  mother 
and  foetus  have  an  immediate  and  direct 
communication  with  each  other;  but  my 
experiments  have  led  me  to  entirely  differ 
from  him. 


of  the  placenta,  which  enters  the  left  auri- 
cle, unites  with  the  venous  blood  thai  is 
returned  from  tbe  lungs  by  the  pulmonary 
veins,  ttnd  by  thus »  nitiug,  becomes  of  the  ar- 
terial character,  it  then  enters  the  left  ventri- 
cle and  aorta  of  the  heart.  That  portion  of  the 
blood  of  the  placenta  which  enters  the  right 
auricle,  unites  with  the  blood  of  the  au te- 
nor cava,  (the  vena  cava  descendens  of  the 
human  subject,)  and  which  likewise  thus 
becomes  of  tbe  arterial  character  ;  it  then  en- 
ters the  right  ventricle,  from  which  it  partly 
goes  to  supply  the  substance  of  the  lungs 
by  tbe  pulmonary  artery,  while  the  other 
portion;  escaping  into  tbe  aorta  through  tha 
ductus  arteriosus,  or  opening  formed  be- 
tween tbe  pulmonary  artery  and  the  aorta, 
becomes  united  with  the  blood  of  the  aorta, 
to  supply  the  various  parts  of  the  body,  as 
in  tbe  perfect  animall  The  blood  of  tbe 
pulmonary  artery,  after  having  given  off  a 
supply  to  the  su  I  stance  of  the  lungs,  is  re- 
turned to  the  left  auricle  of  tbe  heart  by 
tbe  pulmonary  veins,  to  be  renovated  by 
combining  with  the  blood  brought  from  the 
placenta  by  the  umbilical  vein,  and  posterior 
cava. 

The  blood  of  the  aorta  in  the  foetus, 
when  circulating  through  the  body,  like  that 
in  the  perfect  animal,  assumes  different  ap- 
pearances, which  vary  according  to  its  de- 
grees of  vitality  ;  in  tbe  strongest  parte  it 
appears  of  a  red  colour,  but  in  the  weaker 
or  finer  parte  it  is  white,  from  possessing  a 
lower  degree  of  vital  power ;  the  red,  oi 
stronger  kind  of  blood,  is  returned  to  the 
right  auricle  of  the  heart  by  the  anterior  and 
posterior  cava?,  as  in  tbe  perfect  animal ; 
and  tbe  white,  or  less  vital  blood,  is  returned 
by  the  veins  usually  termed  lymphatics  anil 
lacteal*?.  (See Tub  Lancet,  So.  284.  p,  591) 
The  blood  of  the  aorta,  which  is  sent  to  the 
placenta  by  the  umbilical  arteries,  is  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  tbe  membranes  which 
envelop  the  foetus,  to  form  the  liquor 
aninii,  and  also  to  carry  on  the  circulation 
of  the  vascular  system  of  the  placenta. 
Tbe  umbilical  arteries  bsve  several  termi- 
nations, 1st,  in  the  minute  ramification*  of 
the  umbilical  vein,  through  the  medium  of 
tbe  chorion  and  amnion ;  2dly,  on  the  sur- 
face of  those  membranes,  and,  3dly,  t»  the 
cellular  substance  of  Vie  maternal  and  failed  por- 
tions of'  the  placenta. 

The  umbilical  veins,  on  tbe  other  hand, 
huve  different  origins,  first,  from  the  mi- 
nutevramifications  of  tbe  umbilical  arteries 
of  the  membranes ;  secondly,  from  the  sur- 
face of  those  membranes  ;  and,  thirdly,/* 
the  cellular  substance  of  the  me  tenia 
portions  of  the  placenta. 

In  stating  that  the  arterial  and  venous 
systems  of  the  foetus  both  -terminate  and 
arise  from  tbe  cellular  substance  of  tbe  pla- 
centa, I  am  fully  aware  that  it  is  contrary 
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to  the  generally  received  opinion,  which  is,  I  combines  with  the  blood  of  the  foetus,  and 
"  that  neither  the  umbilical  arteries  or  that  of  the  foetus  also  with  that  of  the 
veins  terminate  or  arise  front  the  cellular  mother,  though  not  by  a  direct,  but  an  indi- 
substance  of  the  placenta,  but  that  the  um-  I  rent,  communication  of  vessels,  viz.,  through 
bilical  arteries  ramify  minutely  through  the  j  the  medium  of  the  cellular  substance  of  the 
membranes,  and  the  fcetal  portion  of  the  ;  placenta. 

placenta,  and  terminate  wholly  in  returning  I  The  blood  of  the  umbilical  vein  docs  not, 
veins,  and  that  these  ultimately  unite  and  therefore,  derive  its  brightness  of  colour  by 
form  one  trunk,  the  umbilical  veiu ;  and,  the  absorption  of  oxvgeu  from  the  maternal 
alio  that  the  uterine  arteries  and  veins  blood  in  the  cells  of  the  placenta  through 
both  terminate  and  arise  from  tho  cellular  the  coats  of  the  vessels,  but  by  the  direct 
substance  of  the  plucenta  ;  that  the  uterine 
arteries  deposite  blood  into  the  cellular  sub- 
stance, which  is  absorbed  by  the  uterine 
veins  ;  that  the  umbilical  urteriesaud  veins 


ramify  minutely  through  this  cellular  sub- 
stance, and  come  in  contact  with  the  ma- 
ternal blood  deposited  iu  the  cells  ;  that  the 
blood  of  the  umbilical  arteries  is  dark  in 
colour,  similar  to  the  blood  of  the  pulmonary 
artery  of  the  perfect  animal  ;  and  thut  on 
being  received  into  the  minute  ramifications 
of  the  umbilictU  vein,  assumes  a  brighter 
colour,  similar  to  the  blood  of  the  pulmo- 
nary veins  or  the  adult  lungs;  and  that 
this  is  produced  by  the  absorption  of  oxy- 
gen from  the  maternal  blood  of  the  placenta 
through  the  coats  of  the  foetal  vessels.'' 

On  minute  examination,  from  numerous 
and  repeated  experiments,  bolh  by  injecting 
the  parts,  as  well  as  by  careful  dissections,  I 
have  found  tint  tho  cellular  substance 
which  forms  the  bond  of  union  between  the 
external  membrane  of  the  foot  us,  and  the  in- 
ternal membrane  of  the  uterus,  "  which  is 
described  by  writers  as  beiug  divided  into 
foetal  and  maternal  portions,"  to  be  composed 
of  a  minute  cellular  texture  ;  that  the  cells 


absorption  of  the  maternal  arterial  blood 
from  the  cellular  substance  of  the  placenta, 
by  minute  origins  of  tlie  umbilical  veins. 
The  blood  of  the  mother  thus  both,  excites  ana) 
mparts  the  action  of  the  vascular  system  of 
the  J'oaus;  and  the  vascular  system  of  the 
mother  is  both  excited  and  supported  from 
surrounding  objects,  as  the  various  kinds  of 
food  atmospheric  air,  &.c,  which,  by  enter- 
ing into  combination  with  the  fluids  of  living 
animal  bodies,  produce  a  live  animal  matter, 
termed  blood,  and  which,  ultimately,  ,both 
excite  and  support  the  vascular  system  of 
the  foetus.  The  excitability  or  vital  prin- 
ciple of  the  ovum,  previous  to  its  impreg- 
nation, exists  in  the  mother;  but,  by  the. 
absorption  of  the  semen  of  the  male,  it  then 
becomes  possessed  of  an  excitability  or 
vital  principle,  independent  of  the  mother, 
and  this  excitability  is  both  acted  on  and 
supported  by  the  arterial  blood  of  the 
mother,  to  form  the  various  important  or- 
gans of  the  animal,  as  the  brain,  nervous 
system,  &c. 

The  foetus,  therefore,  derives  its  support 
by  absorbing  the  maternal  arterial  blood  of 
the  placenta  through  the  minute  raminca- 


communicste  freely  with  each  other  on  both  I  tions  of  the  umbilical  vein;  this,  on  en? 
sides,  that  the  uso  of  it  is  to  give  origiu  and  I  tering  the  liver,  posterior  cava,  and,  ulti- 


termination  to  the  arterial  and  venous  sys- 
tems, bv.th  of  the  mother  and  f<etus  of  this 
part ;  that  the  vessels  of  the  foetus,  and 
those  of  the  mother,  have  no  direct  or  imme- 
diate communication  with  eaeli  other,  but 
that  the  umbilical  ait  erics  and  veins  both 
termiuate  and  arise  fiom  the  placenta,  and 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  the  uterine  arte- 
ries, as  well  as  the  vein*!,  both  termiuate 
and  arise  from  the  festal,  as  well  as  the  ma- 
ternal portion  of  the  same  placenta.  From 
the  fact,  then,  of  these  vessels  not  commu- 
nicating, 1  infer  that  the  action  of  the  arte- 
rial and  venous  systems,  Loth  of  the  mother 
and  laettis,  are  iudeftetnltnt  ot  each  other, 
that  the  uterine  and  umbilical  arteries  de- 
posite blood  into  the  ce. hilar  substance  of 
the  placenta,  and  that  the  maternal  and 
foetal  blood,  after  combining,  is  absorbed 
by  the  minute  extremities  of  the  umbilical 
and  uterine  veins,  and  thus  the  mother  im- 
parts blood  to  the  foetus,  and  the  foetus  to 
the  mother  ;  the  mother  aleo  absorbs  blood 
from  the  foetus,  and  the  foetus  from  the 
mother ;  the  blood  of  the  mother  likewise 


mately,  the  left  and  right  auricles  of  the 
heart,  and  there  combining  with  the  ve- 
nous blood  from  all  parts  of  the  body,  again 
obtains  the  arterial  character,  aud  restores 
it  to  a  proper  state  to  again  circulate 
through  the  body,  to  nourish  and  support 
the  growth  of  the  various  organs,  in  the 
manner  already  stated. 

Royal  Veterinary  College, 
Feb.  9,  1829. 

P.  S. — As  a  ductus  venoms  is  not  fonnd  in 
the  horse  or  ass,  and  as  the  umbilical  vein 
terminates  in  the  vena  porta  rum,  the  blood 
from  the  placenta  consequently  unites  with 
that  of  the  vena  portarum,  previous  to  its 
circulating  through  the  liver. 
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ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 


LITnOTOMV. 

James  Marsh,  net.  55,  was  admitted  into 
Barker's  Ward,  March  5th,  labouring  un- 
der calculus  of  the  bladder,  for  the  purpose  of 
submitting  to  the  operation  of  lithotomy. 
This  is  the  half  year  during  which  all  pa- 
tients coming  to  this  Hospital,  afflicted 
with  stone,  fall  to  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  Mr.  Vincent.  The  present  patient 
was  unacquainted  with  any  of  the  sur- 
geons of  the  Hospital,  but  was  recom- 
mended, by  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbour- 
hood in  which  he  lived,  to  put  himself  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Lawrence.  Mr.  Vincent 
was  accordingly  applied  to,  to  permit  Mr. 
Lawrence  to  receive  him,  and  to  allow  him 
to  be  uuder  Mr.  Lawrence's  care.  After  a 
short  interval  both  applications  were  com- 
plied with,  and  he  became  the  patient  of  the 
latter  gentleman. 

The  patient  is  six  feet  in  height,  im- 
mensely fat,  and  must  weigh  above  twen  ty 
stones.  His  complexion  is  fair,  and  his 
general  health  appears  to  be,  as  he  states  it 
has  always  been,  excellent.  He  came  from 
the  neighbourhood  of  Dover,  and  performed 
the  journey  in  two  daya,  in  a  carriage  lent 
expressly  to  convey  him,  by  the  gentleman 
who  wished  him  to  be  treated  by  Mr.  Law- 
rence. He  has  a  wife,  but  no  children.  He 
hos  laboured  under  symptoms  of  stone  for 
about  three  years  ;  those  symptoms  have 

gradually  become  more  urgent,  and  for  the 
st  fourteen  months  he  has  been  bed -ridden. 
He  was  sounded  in  the  country,  and  assured 
of  there  being  stone  in  the  bladder.  The 
principal  pain  he  describes  to  be  at  the 
commencement  of  the  urethra,  and  this  is 
much  aggravated  on  every  attempt  at  mic- 
turition. He  voids  his  urine  in  small  quan- 
tities, and  frequently.  He  seems  to  be  o 
man  of  intelligence  and  respectability;  and 
considers  himself  rather  unfavourable  for 
the  operation,  but  is  desirous  of  having  ii 
performed,  either  that  his  existence  muy  be 
made  a  little  mote  comfortable,  or  that  lie 
may  be  entirely  freed  from  the  woes  and 
ills  of  this  life.  Notwithstanding  his  inor- 
dinate size,  he  declares  himself  to  have 
been,  for  a  long  peiiod,  ooe  of  the  poorest 
livers;  that  he  has  never  taken  any  tiling 
for  breakfast,  except  a  little  gruel,  eating 
afterwards,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  only 
a  small  portion  of  dry  bread,  with  occasion, 
oily  a  little  bacon,  and  uerer  indulging 
in  the  use  of  wines,  malt  or  spirituous  li 
quor*.  Except  his  general  healthy  appear- 
once,  he  exhibits  nothing  to  encourage  a 
hope  that  he  will  recover  from  the  opera- 
tion, especially  should  the  stone  prove  to 


be  of  magnitude,  or  should  any  difficulty 
arise  in  the  performance  of  the  operation. 

9.  Feels  as  usual ;  bowels  not  very  open ; 
tongue  rather  white.  Ordered,  five  grains 
of  blue  pill  every  night,  and  half  an  ounce 
of  castor  oil  every  other  day ;  extreme  irre- 
gularity of  pulse  of  both  arms.  Hus  always 
been  informed  by  his  medical  attendants 
that  that  irregularity  existed.  Never  re- 
collects having  been  the  subject  of  illness, 
with  the  exception  of  slight  attacks,  until 
his  present  disease  arose  ;  never  experienc- 
ed any  particular  palpitation  of,  or  unplea- 
sant sensation  about,  the  heart. 

10.  Has  a  slight  attack  of  coughing  at 
times,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  but  feels  no 
particular  inconvenience  from  it — never  has 
it  at  night ;  sleeps  soundly  ;  tongue  con- 
tinuing white,  but  moist.  Has  been  bled 
in  the  course  of  his  life  from  the  arm,  with 
a  view  to  relieve  him  fiom  headach.  Has 
expressed  a  slight  desire  to  havA  the  opera- 
tion performed  soon,  should  Mr.  Lawrence 
think  right  to  perform  it  at  all.  Mr.  Law- 
rence, therefore,  not  regarding  the  state  of 
the  tongue,  nor  the  slight  cough,  as  neces- 
sary to  delay  the  operation,  has  appointed 
Thursday,  (12th.)  at  half-past  one,  for  its 
performance,  and  ordered  him  to  lose  six- 
teen ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm. 

11.  The  arm  was  so  thickly  covered  with 
fat,  and  the  vein,  when  reached,  so  small, 
that  the  dresser  could  scarcely  get  any  blood 
to  flow.  Continues  as  usual.  The  cough 
is  not  more  troublesome  ;  and  but  little  can 
be  judged  from  the  condition  of  the  pulse. 
The  sixteen  ounces  of  blood  to  be  taken  by 
cupping  from  between  the  shoulders. 

12.  Was  cupped  yesterday,  as  directed. 
Is  in  good  spirits,  aud  perfectly  prepared, 
as  far  as  his  mind  goes,  to  submit  to  tbe 
operation.  This  morning  bis  bowels  have 
been  cleared,  by  an  enema.  Mr.  Lawrence, 
aware  of  what  is  before  him,  has  got  made 
a  knife,  (Blizzard's,)  a  staff  to  correspond, 
and  u  pair  of  forceps,  all  of  extra  length, 
and  considerably  longer  than  the  longest 
that  have  been  hitherto  used  in  this  Hos- 
pital. 

Opera  thm. 

be  per« 

formed  to -day  wus  posted  yesterday  at  the 
door  of  the  anatomical  theatte,  where  all 
notices  of  operations  ou^ht  ret-ulariy  to  be 
p03ted.  Many  practitioners  who  had  heard 
of  this  patient,  (remarkable  for  his  extra 
depth  of  perineum  and  plethoric  condition,) 
as  well  as  the  pupils,  being  intensely  anx- 
ious to  witness  the  operation,  long  before 
the  patient  was  brought  in  the  theatre  was 
crowded  to  an  unusual  degree. 

At  twenty-eight  minutes  past  one,  the 
patient  was  placed  on  the  operation  table. 
Four  minutes  were  occupied  in  tyidg  and 
sounding  him,  and  in  preparing  to 


Notice  that  this  operation  would 
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the  incision.  At  twenty-eight  minutes  be- 
fore two,  Mr.  Lawrence  commenced  the 
external  incision  with  a  double  -  edged 
scalpel,  which  was  four  inches  long,  and 
extended  deep  into  the  fat  below  the 
skin  ;  with  the  fourth  cut  of  the  instru- 
ment, he  reached  the  staff,  which  was 
held  by  Mr.  Earle.  Blizzard's  knife  was 
then  introduced  into  the  wound,  carried  for- 
ward to  the  staff  without  delay,  conducted 


shaken  nerve,  regular,  bold,  systematic  pro- 
ceeding of  the  operator  throughout  the  opera- 
tion, secured  to  him  the  greatest  admiration  ; 
the  ultimate  extraction  of  the  stone  created 
universal  satisfaction,  and  its  enormous  size, 
corresponding  with  the  size  of  the  poor  man 
from  whom  it  had  been  taken,  occasioned 
the  utmost  astonishment.  The  bringing  out 
of  the  stone  resembled  more  the  extract- 
tion  of  the  head  of  a  foetus  by  the  use  of  the 


into  the  bladder,  and  this  was  followed  by  1  forceps,  than  of  a  calculus  from  the  bladder, 
the  usual  gush  of  urine  mixed  with  blood,  j  In  shape  it  greatly  resembled  a  large  lemon, 
The  operator  then  withdrew  the  knife  and  '  rather  flattened  at  the  side  on  which  it  had 
staff,  and  introduced  the  fore-fiuger  of  his  j  rested  in  the  bladder;  at  one  end  it  had 
right  hand,  with  the  extremity  of  which,  j  a  projecting  point,  similar  in  size  and  ap- 
ond  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  he  was  just !  pearance  to  that  which  is  sometimes  found 
able,  distinctly  to  touch  the  stone  in  the  |  at  the  extremity  of  a  lemon,  but  which  pro- 
bladder.  Withdrawing  his  hand,  he  carried  :  jection  was  afterwards  unfortunately  broken 
forward  the  hmgest  common  straight  for-  j  off  in  being  handed  through  the  theatre, 
ceps  belonging  to  the  hospital,  with  which  j  Measuring  the  long  circumference,  it  was 
he  used  great  efforts  to  enlarge,  by  dilata-  j  exactly  eight  inches  and  a  half,  and  the 
tion  and  laceration,  the  opening  that  had  ,  short,  six  inches.  It  was  stated  to  have 
been  previously  made  ;  he  was,  however,  as  lithic  acid  for  its  base,  with  a  considcr- 
he  declared  at  the  moment,  utterly  unable 1  able  deposition  of  triple  salt  forming 
to  lay  hold  of  the  calculus  with  them,  eveu  around  it.  After  the  projection  was  broken 
when  introduced  to  their  fullest  extent.  He  \  off,  and  without  the  small  pieces  that  were 
withdrew  them.  Pausing  for  about  10  or  12  ufteiwards  taken  out  of  the  bladder,  it 
seconds,  he  introduced  the  long  straight  for-  ,  weighed  four  ounces  seven  drachms.  It  ex- 
cept, which  he  had  yot  made  expressly  for  hibited  indistinct  marks  of  having  been  ad- 
the  dernier  reuvrt.  After  they  had  entered  the  hcreut  to  the  bladder.  All  present  seemed 
bladder,  the  operator  turning  them  round  and  :  to  agree  in  regarding  the  manual  dexterity 
round,  in  a  semicircular  form,  and  op*  niug  :  of  the  operator  on  this  occasion  as,  unequalled, 
and  shutting  them  with  apparently  gteat ,  but  thought  the  violence  used  in  dilating  the 
force,  considerably  enlarged  the  wound,  and  i  opening,  and  pulling  out  the  stone,  extreme, 
was  then  abh>,  by  urging  them  *brward  as  far  !  if  not  unjustifiable.  Mr.  Lawrence,  how- 
as  they  woiihl  possibly  go,  to  lay  hold  of  the  i  ever,  observed  in  the  ward  to  which  the 
stone.    Conrinued  grout  force,  if  not  vio-  \  patient  had  been  returned  to  bed,  that  it 

was  impracticable  for  any  operator  to  have 
removed  that  stone  with  a  less  degree  of 
force  ;  and  that  a  comparison  of  the  dimen- 
sions of  this  enormous  stone,  with  thote  of 
the  inferior  aperture  of  the  pelvis,  would 
immediately  sutisfy  any  person  on  that  point. 
He  Mtdted,  that  the  incision  in  the  prostate 
and  neck  of  the  U  .dder,  whatever  instru- 
ment is  used,  and  however  fieely  it  is  em- 
ployed, will  not  allow  the  extraction  of 
stones,  even  of  ord  #ary  magnitude,  with* 


lence,  was  kept  tip  in  the  extraction  of  the 
calculus.  Almost  immediately  on  laying 
hold  of  it,  it  slipped  out  of  the  forceps. 
Again  it  was  grasped;  aud  when  it  ap- 
peared to  have  been  pulled  a  considerable 
way  along  the  wound,  unfortunately  the  for- 
ceps slipped  off  it  again.  A  third  time, 
aud  without  the  ler.st  delay,  the  opetntor 
caught  it,  and  at  length  it  was  extiacfcd, 
the  operation  occupyiug,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  making  the  incision  to  the 


extrac  tion,  seven  minute*  and  a  half.  '1  he  ■  out  more  or  less  of  dilatation  and  lacera- 
bludder  was  then  injected  through  the  tion,  and  that  larger  stones  cannot  be  ex- 
wound  with  warm  water,  as  a  few  pieces  of  J  traded  through  the  perineum  without  greut 

f.  r  e.    In  pr„of  that  the  dilatation  of  the 


the  stoue  were  found  to  have  I  e»  n  hioken 
off,  whieh  brought  away  u  te»y  few  frag- 
ments. The  sanp  was  i  ext  introduced, 
but  uothii  g  removed  hy  it.  The  patient 
was  then  instantly  unl  ounil,  and  a  small 
cjuantity  of  wino  i:ml  water  tidmini  t  red  ; 
he  shook  hands  wiih  Mr.  J.u.vrente,  ex- 


wo  it.d  by  the  forceps,  by  which  this  object 
is  effected,  is  not  necessarily  very  injurious, 
he  men'ioned  to  the  pupi's  that  the  late 
Mr.  .Mi.riinr  an,  of  .Norwiih,  who  enjoyed 
the  highest  reputation  as  a  skilful  lilhoto- 
mist,  uhvays  operated  with  a  blnnt  gorget, 
pressed  bis  warmest  t'.a:  ks  ai  d  gratitude,  J  pushing  it  on  into  the  bladder,  after  he  had 
and  was  tarried  io  U  d.  %     cut  into  the  groove  of  the  staff,  then  carry- 

Prom  the  commencement  of  the  operation  ing  in  t'  e  fotceps  on  the  gorget,  and  trust- 
profouud  silence  prevailed,  broken  only  by  ,  ing  to  dilatation  by  the  forceps  alone  for 
the  expression  of  Air.  Lawrence  alluded  to  |  maki'ij;  a  sufficient  aperture  to  allow  the 
above,  and  a  fe»v  ejuculatmns  on  the  part  of  \  <  xtractjon  of  the  stone, 
theputieut.  The  perfect  self  command,  un-  j    The  patient  was  ordered  two  grains  of 
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crude  opium,  which  he  took,  and  a  common 
linctua  to  keep  his  month  moist. 

13.  Two  o clock,  p.m.  Is  lying  on  his 
right  side.   States  that  he  slept  well  during 
the  night,  and  a  great  part  of  (be  forenoon. 
He  says  he  feels  as  well  as  he  rould  possibly 
have  expected,  after  undergoing  such  an 


operation  :  "It was  shar 


i  woil 


said 


the  poor  fellow,  shaking  Mr.  Lawrence  by 
the  hand  ;  "  It  was  sharp  work,  my  friend, 
indeed,"  replied  Mr.  Lawrence  :  *•  but  you 
now  are  doing  very  well."  "  Thank  you, 
Sir,"  eaid  the  patient, "  and  I  believe  I  shall 
do  very  well,  if  I  am  only  allowed  to  be  kept 
quiet ;  hut  there  is  a  great  noiee  in  the  ward, 
which  hurts  me."  The  pulse  is  still  irre- 
gular, and  much  the  same  as  before  the  ope- 
ration. The  tongue  is  white,  (but  not 
whiter  than  before  the  operation,)  and 
moist.  The  water  has  flowedfreely  through 
the  wound. 
The  sister  was  directed  to  keep  the  ward 


Examination  of  the  body  eight  hours  after  death. 

At  half-past  one  the  post-mortem  examina- 
tion was  commenced  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  in 
the  presence  of  Messrs.  Earle,  Lloyd,  and  a 
great  number  of  practitioners  and  pupils. 
Mr.  Lawrence  first  made  an  incision  in  the 
usual  way  from  the  clavicular  end  of  the 
sternum  to  the  pubes,  through  the  skin  and 
adipose  substance,  and  then  a  transverse 
section  immediately  below  the  ribs.  A 
bloody,  purulent  fluid,  in  small  quantity, 
escaped  from  the  cellular  membrane  con* 
necting  the  muscles,  and  also  from  between 
the  muscles  and  peritoneum.  The  convo- 
lutions of  small  intestine  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen  presented  very  slight  ap- 
pearances of  peritoneal  inflammation,  and 
the  peritoneum  lining  the  muscles  was  in 
a  similar  state  in  the  same  situation,  but  no 
effusion  had  taken  place  into  the  cavity. 
Several  convolutions  of  the  ileum  were  adhe- 


■  rent  to  each  other,  and  to  the  fundus  of  the 

T  >  ? d.?  u  a  W  8ny  ?*TT  to  S°  P  "adder,  by  old  adhesions  of  almost  Undi- 
the  patient's  bed,  except  the  dresser.    If  nc 


no  symptoms  come  on  requiring  it,  the  pa- 
tient is  to  hare  nothing  given  to  him,  except 
small  quantities  of  nourishing  food,  should 
he  wish  to  take  any.  Should  any  urgent 
symptoms  towards  night  require  it,  then 
give  castor  oil,  and  five  or  seven  grains  of 
the  soap  pill,  with  opium. 

Nine,  p.  m.  At  six  o'clock  the  patient 
complained  of  uneasiness  about  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen,  and  in  half  an  hour 
afterwards  nausea,  sickness,  vomiting,  and 
hiccup  supervened,  which  have  continued 
uuril  now.  The  soap  pill,  with  opium,  has 
been  given.  Mr.  Lawrence  has  bceu  sent 
for  to  see  him,  and  orders 

* 

Calomel,  4  grains, 
Jalap,  12  grains,  immediately. 

And  then  two  table  spoonsful  of  the  following 
mixture,  to  be  taken  every  two  hours  : 

Sulphate  of  magnesia,  1  or. 
Carbtmate  of  magnesia,  1  drachm, 
Mint  water, 


Twelve  o'clock.  Part  of  the  above  me- 
dicine has  been  given  ;  but  the  stomach 
continues  to  reject  every  thing.  The  un- 
favourable symptoms  are  proceeding.  The 
house  surgeon  has  ordered  fifty  leeches  to 
be  applied  to  the  abdomen1  immediately* 
and  two  grains  of  calomel,  with  one-third  of 
a  grain  of  opium,  to  be  taken  every  three 
hours. 

14.  Half-past  five,  a.m.  Having  conti- 
nued in  great  pain,  and  suffered  much,  the 
poor  man  has  just  expired.  No  attempt  to 
alleviate  his  distress  proved  in  the  least 
degree  effectual.  The  bowels  never  acted. 
The  last  time  they  were  relieved,  was  by 
the  injection  ou  the  morning  of  the  ope- 
ration. 


nous  firmness  ;  the  extent  and  closeness  of 
these  preternatural  connexions  occasioned 
surprise  that  the  functions  of  the  parts 
should  have  been  so  well  performed.  The 
liver  was  connected  to  the  diaphragm  by  old 
firm  adhesions.   There  was  considerable  ec- 
chymosis  in  the  lower  part  of  the  sheath  of 
the  right  rectus  abdominis ;  a  slighter  de- 
gree in  the  adipose  membrane  at  the  sides 
and  fundus  of  the  bladder ;  and  still  slighter, 
and  quite  superficial  patches  of  similar  effu- 
sion weie  fouud  under  the  peritoneum  lin- 
ing the  lower  half  of  the  abdominal  muscles, 
particularly  on  the  right  side.  Excepting 
the  slight  increased  vascularity  and  the  oW 
adhesions  already  noticed,  the  adominal  ca- 
vity and  its  contents  were  natural ;  the  pe- 
ritoneum wns  not  even  inflamed  in  the  pel- 
vis, nor  where  it  covers  the  bladder. 

An  incision  v.  as  now  made  along  the  right 
side  of  the  scrotum  to  the  anus,  the  symphi- 
sis pubis  divided,  and  the  bladder,  with  the 
wound  made  in  the  operation,  and  surround- 
ing parts,  removed,  that  the  view  might  be 
as  distinct  as  possible.  In  doing  this  a  great 
quantity  of  purulent  fluid  flowed  from  the 
cellular  membrane  around  the  fundus  of  the 
bludder,  and  the  different  other  parts  cot 
through.  Bruises  and  ecchymosesof  the  cel- 
lular membrane  immediatelyin  the  ueigh  bout- 
hood  of  the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  perfectly 
apparent,  'lhe  bladder  was  long, correspond- 
ing in  shape  with  the  stone,  and  very  narrow 
at  its  upper  part.  On  laying  it  open, the 
mucous  membrane,  in  two  parts  to  which  it 
is  supposed  the  calculus  had  adhered,  were 
loru,  as  if  done  in  the  act  of  pulling  out  the 
stone  ;  three  small  fragments  were  found  ; 
the  edges  of  the  wound  into  the  bladder 
were  torn,  contused,  and  eccbymosed. 

The  uiethra  next  cut  open,  and  this  was 
gorged  with  coagulated  blood.  The  prostate 
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not  enlarged  ;  neatly  but  not  quite  separated 
from  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra. 
The  edges  of  the  wound  into  it  torn,  bruised, 
aad  ecchyroosed. 

The  kidneys  were  next  examined.  Exter- 
•ally  they  presented  a  light  greyish  appear- 
ance, somewhat  like  the  kidney  described 
by  Dr.  Bright  to  be  generally  found  in  drop- 
sical subjects.  Both  rather  small,  but  not 
morbidly  so.  On  laying  them  open,  the 
pelves,  and  excretory  parts,  were  unusually 
large.  The  mucous  membrane  on  the  inside 
surface  of  the  right  kidney  rather  vascular, 
and  slightly  tuberculated ;  that  of  the  left 
more  pale  and  healthy. 

The  heart  of  an  immense  sire.  In  situ, 
it  seemed  ns  large  as  a  bullock's.  When 
removed,  the  left  ventricle  alone  was  quite 
as  large  as  a  common  heart.  The  orifice 
of  the  coronary  vein  was  large  enough  to 


HOPJTAL  DE  LA  CHARITE. 


SINGULAR  LESION  OF  TUB  BYE. 

Louis  B.,  aHat.  2ii,ofa  very  strong  con- 
stitution, was,  on  the  2d  of  January,  acci- 
dentally struck  by  a  whip  over  the  left  cheek 
and  eye  ;  although  no  external  wound  could 
be  discovered,  he  felt  a  violent  pain,  and 
was  immediately  deprived  of  the  sight  of  the 
eye,  which  subsequently  became  inflamed, 
so  that  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  the 
condition  of  the  interior  of  the  globe.  Under 
an  autiphlogistio  treatment,  the  inflamma- 
tion subsided,  but  when  it  had  disappeared, 
three  weeks  after  the  accident,  sight  was 
not  restored.  He  consulted  M.  Faure,  who 
immediately  observed  a  capsular  cataract, 


„,      h       .....  and  after  having  continued  for  some  time 
admit  the  little  finger.    1  he  coronary  artery  *       d  emoUient  pouItice,, 

perfectly  healthy.    Ihe  lining  of  the  aorta  ^  ^  patient  tQ  thfl  Hopiul  £  U  Cha. 

rile,  where  he  was  examined,  and  the  eye 
found  to  be  in  the  following  state  :  the  cor- 
nea, conjunctiva,  and  sclerotica,  were 
healthy,  and  offered  no  trace  of  any  previous 
wound  ;  the  iris  presented,  on  its  external 
part,  a  transverse  division,  four  lines  in 
breadth,  from  the  edges  of  which,  mem- 
branous filaments  were  seen  running  to- 


of  a  rich  creamy  colour.  The  whole  of  the 
heart  healthy,  and  exhibiting  nothing  to 
explain  the  irregularity  of  the  pulse. 

The  right  lung  slightly  adherent  to  the 
parittes  of  the  chest;  but  both  lungs,  on 
the  whole,  healthy. 

It  was  concluded,  that  the  inflammation 
of  the  cellular  membrane,  at  the  lower  part 
of  the  abdomen,  hud  beeu  the  cause  of  l 
death,  that  this  had  excited  the  partial  peri- 
toneal inflammation,  and  that  the  violent 
disorder,  of  which  the  commencement  was 
disclosed  by  dissection,  could  not  have 
ended  otherwise  than  fatally. 

The  extent  of  the  adipose  substance  of  this 
individual  was  almost  inconceivable.  On 
dissection  it  appeared  to  a  greater  degree 
than  was  even  expect  d.  Over  the  sternum 
the  fat  was  full  two  inches  thick;  thence  \ 
downwards,  and  over  the  pubes,  it  measured 
nve  inches  from  the  skin  to  the  bone.  The 
mesentery  on  being  cut  through,  wus  full 
two  inches.  On  theinneT,  as  well  as  on  the 
external,  side  of  the  rectus  abdominis,  the 
fat  was  amazingly  deep.  The  patient  was 
the  most  corpulent  that  had  ever  submitted 
to  a  capital  operation  at  this  hospital ;  the 
calculus  the  largest  ever  extracted  ;  the  in- 
struments the  longest  ever  used  ;  and  the 
interest,  from  the  moment  of  his  admission 
to  the  termination  of  the  /wit -mortem  exami- 
nation, the  greatest  ever  excited. 

Some  reason  existed,  when  too  late,  to 
suspect  thut  the  patient  had  been  labouring 
under  unfavourable  symptoms,  on  Friday, 
about  mid-dav,  when  Mr.  Lawrence  saw 
him,  and  when  he  said  that  he  felt  well, 
and  was  going  on  well;  hut  that  under  a 
dread  of  having  to  take  raediciue,  he  sup- 
pressed the  true  state  of  his  feelings. 


wards  the  capsule  of  the  lens.  The  iris 
not  at  all  changed  in  colour,  but  did  not  con- 
tract, even  iu  the  strongest  light;  the 
aqueous  humour  was  perfectly  limpid.  The 
lens  was  of  a  milk-white  colour,  with  mo- 
ther-of-pearl coloured  spots  ;  its  circumfe- 
rence was  rather  irregular,  and  reached 
almost  to  the  external  margin  of  the  iris, 
between  which  and  tho  cataract,  a  space  of 
about  halfa  line  was  uncovered,  and  formed 
a  sort  of  artificial  pupil,  through  which  the 
rays  could  pass  to  the  retina.— La  Clurique. 


0B5EKVA1IONS  ON  MR.  VINES  THEORY  OF 
THE  BLOOD. 

To  the  Editor  of  I'm  Lancet. 

Mr.  Vines,  in  No.  275*  of  The  Lancet. 
having  denied  the  hypothesis  that  the  blood 
is  a  compound  fluid ;  1  beg  to  know  through 
the  medium  of  this  Journal,  in  what  manner 
that  gentleman  imagines  the  various  secre- 
tions of  the  body  accomplished,  or  from 
what  souice  he  thinks  they  are  derived.  If 
we  admit  Mr.  Vine's  theory  to  be  true,  we 
must  blot  out  the  loug  received  opinion,  that 
the  secretions  are  derived  immediately  from 
the  blood.  He  further  states  the  blood  to 
be  "  living  animal  matter,  capable  of  assum- 
ing either  a  fluid  or  solid  form."    But,  1 
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presume,  while  in  its  proper  vessels,  and 
while  the  natural  heat  and  circulation  are 
combined,  tbe  blood  never  exists  in  a  solid 
form.  Again  he  says,  "  1  consider  tbe 
base  of  the  blood  to  be  originally  white,  and 
that  it  derives  its  colour  and  coagulating 
properties,  from  the  combination  of  atmos- 
pheric air,  whilst  circulating  through  the 
lungs."  It  is  admitted  that  the  blood  is  ren- 
dered red  when  circulating  in  the  lungs, 
from  the  action  of  the  air,  but  it  is  of  a  dark 
colour  before,  and  not  white.  As  to  its  de- 
riving its  property  of  coagulation  from  the 
same  cause,  1  shall  say  nothing,  as  1  hope 
Mr*  Vines  will,  at  a  future  time,  explain 
more  fully,  in  what  manner  this  is  effected. 
He  continues,  "  1  consider  that  its  different 
colours  indicate  its  various  degrees  of  vita- 
lity, for  in  tbe  strong  parts  of  tbe  body  it  ap- 
pears red,  from  possessing  a  high  degree  of 
vital  power;  while  in  the  weak,  or  finer 
parts,  it  is  white,  from  having  only  a  much 
lower  degree  of  vitality."  In  wbat  sense  of 
the  expression  is  vitality  to  be  understood  1 
By  vitality y  is  generally  understood  the  life  or 
nouriUimtnt  of  a  pnrt  or  paTts  ;  but  surely  it 
cannot  be  advanced  with  reason,  that  tbe 
parts, in  which  colourless  blood  circulates, are 
not  equally  nourithed  with  those  which  receive 


We  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Day  Vtheory 
establishes  the  position  he  wishes  to  prove. 
The  doctrine  of  ocular  adjustment  in  most 
respects  is  very  erroneous.  Mr.  Day  may 
receive  his  paper  on  sending  to  our  office. 
His  note  did  not  arrive  sufficiently  early  to 
be  noticed  in  our  last  number. 

We  cannot  insert  reports  of  cases,  or  any 
statements  of  facts,  from  anonymous  corres- 
pondents. 

We  do  not  send  any  parcels  from  our 
office.  J.  it.,  of  Liverpool,  must  obtain 
his  supply  through  the  regular  channel. 
Lancets  to  be  forwarded  by. the  coaches, 
may  be  obtained  at  the  office,  at  two  o'clock 
on  every  Friday.  Mr.  M.,  of  Leeds,.,  will 
probably  deem  this  notification  a  sui 
reply  to  his  note. 

A  Pupil  of  St.  Bartholomew's,  complaios 
that  a  patient  about  to  undergo  amputation, 
was  on  a  recent  occasion  kept  ou  tbe  opera- 
tion table  upwards  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
before  the  surgeon  made  his  appearance. 
This  is  too  bad. 

"  H.  C."  on  reflection  will  perceive-tlte  in- 
justice of  inserting  an  anonymous  criticism 
on  the  authenticated  statemeut  of  Mr.  P. 

"H.M."  It  is  not  necessary  to  produce 
articles  of  apprenticeship  at  tbe  College  of 


CALCULI. 

A  patient  of^  Mr.  M.  P.  Moyle,  of 
Helston,  has  lately  passed  from  tbe  urinary 
bladder  several  fragments  of  a  calculus,  one 
of  which  was  nearly  two- thirds  of  an  inch 
jn  length.  This  fragment  was  retained  for 
a  short  time  in  tbe  urethra,  and  was,  at  last, 
expelled  by  a  violent  gush  of  urine.  Tbe 
penis  and  scrotum  were  much  swelled  and 
inflamed.   The  age  of  the  patient  was  78. 


the  same  support  from  red  blood.  If  strength  j  Surgeons.  A  certificate  of  having  been  en 
be  meant,  the  objections  will  appear  evident. !  gaged  in  acquiring   surgical  information 

Henry  Day.      six  years  is,  however,  necessary. 

The  following  note  was  accidently  omitted 
at  the  bottom  of  the  letter  of  "  X.  Y.Z." 
page  767 ,  of  our  last  number.  "  The  old 
ladies  deem  the  Linnaian  name  sufficient.'* 
Wo  shall  be  happy  to  reply  orally  to  the 
other  question. — Ed.  L. 

"Senex."  A  few  of  the  medical  book- 
sellers we  believe  supply  the  weekly  medical 
periodicals  with  great  regularity  ;  but  it  is 
a  trade  which  is  attended  with  considerable 
inconvenience  to  them  ;  hence  thev  do  not 
court  it.  Tbe  inferior  journals  are  generally 
taken  to  the  medical  booksellers,  by  men 
called  Hawkers,  who  receive  an  additional 
ullowance  from  the  publisher.  But  as  we 
do  not  think  proper  to  make  any  such  allow- 
ance, this  work  is  supplied  in  London 
almost  entirely  by  the  newsmen,  who  are 
TO  CORRESPONDENTS.  remarkable  for  both  expedition  and  punctu« 

allity.  "Senex"  may  send  his  order  to 
our  office. 

As  the  report  sent  to  us  by  Mr.  Thomas      „^  , 
Proctor  is  not  exactly  suited  to  the  pages     i0lher  correspondents  must  stand  over] 
of  this  Journal,  we  have  forwarded  it  to  the 
"  Veterinarian." 

Thanks  to  J.  B.  for  his  communication  on 
Tic  Douloureux  ;  but  the  case  which  he  has 
related  is  not  so  interesting  as  that  of  J)r. 
Pemberton,  the  particulars  of  which  have 
already  been  inserted  in  this  Journal.  Seve- 
ral cusesof  tic  douloureux  have  been  reported 
as  cured  by  electricity,  eubcarbonate  of  iron, 
and  sulphate  of  quiuiue. 


Errata. 


Page  729,  col.  1,  line  37,  for  globe,, 
socket. 

Page  740,  col.  2,  line  6,  from  ti  e  bottom, 
for  \ii>7,read  iMt. 

Pa&e  7M,  col.  s>,  line  10,  for  he  has,  read 
they  have.  Line  19  for  he  is,  read  they  are. 
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Lecture  XXI. 

C«re  </  Ovarian  Dropsy — continued. 

Undfh  ovarian  dropsy,  as  observed  at  the 
close  of  the  former  lecture,  most  women 
aink  at  last,  and  this  reflection  it  is  which 
'  leads  me  to  consider  whether  any  thing  can 
be  done  for  the  radical  cure  of  this  fatal 
and  not  infrequent  disease.  In  the  Physio- 
logical  Researches,  you  will  find,  together 
with  some  other  memoirs,  a  paper  on  the 
subject  of  abdominal  surgery,  in  which  1 
have  put  together  the  principal  facts  which 
were  then  come  to  my  knowledge,  all  con- 
curring to  prove  that  it  is  possible  to  lay 
open  the  abdomen  more  or  less  extensively, 
not  without  danger,  for  this  I  would  never 
assert,  publicly  or  in  private,  but  without 
necessarily  destroying  life  in  the  way  that 
some  of  our  established  surgeons  seemed  to 
imagine,  especially  in  tins  country;  and 
this  principle  has  now  received  further  cor- 
roboration from  further  observations  on  the 
Human  body,  in  cases  where  the  abdomen 
has  been  laid  open,  more  or  less  extensively, 
and  where  the  patients  have  not  died.  A 
case  occurred  in  which  Mr.  Lizars,  an  able 
and  intrepid  surgeon  of  Edinburgh,  operated 
upon  a  woman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Tweed,  removing  from  her  a  dropsical  and 
scirrhous  ovary,  of  which  he  has  given 
drawings.  In  this  operation  he  laid  open 
the  abdomen  from  the  ensi/orm  cartilage  to 
the  fritta  of  the  pubis,  the  woman  completely 
recovering  afterwards  ;  and  this  case  I  state 
in  place  of  many,  as  an  interesting  illustra- 
tion of  the  general  principle— I  mean,  that 
it  does  not  necessarily  follow,  because  there 
•re  extensive  wounds  in  the  abdomen,  that 
death  must  ensue.  This  woman  came  up 

No.  291. 


from  the  north,  and  remained  a  considerable 
time  at  my  own  bouse,  when  I  took  occasion 
to  present  her  to  my  professional  friends, 
who  made  their  own  inquiries  respecting  the 
circumstances  of  the  operation  and  its  results, 
and  hnd  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  scar 
—-nor  is  this  the  only  instance  in  which  Mr. 
Lizars  has  laid  open  the  abdominal  cavity  to 
a  considerable  extent,  the  patient  surviving 
notwithstanding.  To  lay  open  the  abdomen, 
therefore,  not  being  of  necessity,  nor  per- 
haps generally,  fatal,  it  becomes  important 
to  consider  whether,  in  a  desperate  disease 
like  dropsy  of  the  ovary,  we  may  not  divide 
the  coverings,  and  remove  the  cyst,  more 
especially  after  we  have  reduced  the  size  of 
the  tumour  by  a  previous  abstraction  of  the 
water  ?  Now,  in  some  few  cases,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  this  operation  might  be  per- 
formed with  success ;  but  I  wish  to  state 
it,  as  my  own  opinion,  that  those  cases 
are  few,  and  require  selection;  otherwise, 
if  you  go  to  work  at  random,  you  may  in- 
flict these  extensive  wounds  upon  the  ab- 
domen,  and  may  find,  after  all,  that  the  dis- 
eased mass  cannot  be  taken  sway.  In  this, 
as  in  all  other  capital  operations,  we  must, 
of  course,  consider  whether  the  system  is 
favourable  for  the  use  of  the  scalpel,  nor 
must  other  points  be  neglected — some  of 
the  more  important  of  which  I  may  here 
touch  ;  and,  first,  when  you  are  thinking  of 
extirpating  the  ovary,  let  it  be  recollected 
that  sometimes  the  ovary  is  not  alone  the 
seat  of  the  disease,  for  the  womb,  the  ovary 
on  the  opposite  side,  and  the  vagina,  too, 
may  be  affected,  the  two  first  not  uncom- 
monly ;  and  if  you  have  reason  to  sus- 
pect that  other  pans  are  involved,  such 
cases,  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge, 
may  be  regarded  as  very  unfavourable  for 
operation.  It  is  to  be  recollected,  also, 
when  you  are  thinking  of  this  operation, 
that  the  cyst  may  have  formed  extensive  ad- 
hesions, and  that  these  adhesions  may  foil 
you.  If  the  adhesions  do  not  exist,  or  if 
they  are  slight,  and  may  be  broken  easily, 
then,  indeed,  the  cyst  may  be  easily  drawn 
forth  and  abstracted  ;  but  should  it  so  hap- 
pen that  the  adhesions  were  extensive,  it 
would,  I  conceive,  be  impossible)  so  far  as 
we  know  at  present)  to  extirpate  the  cyst 
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with  thtt  degree  of  safety  without  which  the 
operation  would  be  unjustifiable.  It  is,  too, 
to  be  remembered,  that  when  the  dropsy 
chances  to  be  associated  with  scirrhus,  the 
basis  of  the  ovary  may  become  broad  and 
large,  and  its  removal  may  become  pro- 
portionally difficult — a  large  internal  wound 
remaining  in  the  abdomen,  unless  the  means 
of  contracting  it  can  be  devised,  the  danger 
of  the  operation  must  be  greatly  increased  of 
consequence.  Nor  must  we  forget,  when 
thinking  of  this  operation,  that  much  im- 
portance attaches  to  the  bulk  of  the  tumour ; 
if  the  tumour  is  very  large,  1  will  not  say  that 
you  ought  not  to  remove  it,  provided  you 
can  take  the  whole  away  ;  indeed,  the  dex- 
terity and  intrepidity  of  Mr.  Lizara,  a  very 
able  surgeon,  seem  to  have  set  the  point 
at  rest ;  but  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge,  I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that 
the  tumours  the  most  favourable  for  ex- 
tirpation, are  those  which  contain  only  a  few 
quarts.  Again,  before  we  determine  respect- 
ing the  extirpation  of  the  dropsical  ovary,  it 
becomes  us  to  weigh  against  each  other  the 
danger  of  the  operation,  and  the  danger  of 
the  disease.  Ovarian  dropsy  is  generally 
fatal,  it  is  true,  but  not  always,  nor  imme- 
diately ;  it  may  enlarge  slowly,  it  may  bear 
repeated  tappings;  this  more  especially, if 
the  general  health  is  not  much  impaired. 
As  the  extirpation  of  the  ovarian  cyst 
must,  of  necessity,  in  the  present  state  of 
surgery,  be  an  operation  of  great  danger,  it 
ought,  I  conceive,  to  be  reserved  for  those 
cases  only  in  which  the  enlargement  is  in 
rapid  progress,  and  the  health  is  decidedly 
on  the  decline.  In  obstetrics,  every  where, 
to  intermeddle  is  bad  ;  iu  obstetrics,  on  all 
occasions,  our  operations  are  an  evil ;  and 
hence  in  this,  as  in  every  other  case,  it  be- 
comes us  to  ponder  duly,  whether  the  re- 
medy or  the  malady  is  to  be  regarded  with 
the  greater  apprehension.  When  an  extir- 
pation of  the  ovary  is  under  consideration, 
it  behoves  us  to  ascertain,  clearly,  whe- 
ther ovarian  enlargement  really  exist,  and 
to  decide,  moreover,  whether  the  enlarge- 
ment is,  on  the  main,  of  the  encysted 
kind,  or  a  combination  of  dropsy,  with  a 
massy  schinbus.  Now,  in  many  instances, 
the  disease  is  so  obvious,  that  the  merest 
novice  may  detect  it ;  but  in  some  it  is  so 
obscure,  that  much  and  careful  investiga- 
tion is  required ;  nor  is  it,  I  conceive,  too 
much  to  assert,  that  of  practitioners,  the 
obstetricians  alone  are  the  best  judges 
of  this,  nor  certainly  are  even  these  to  be 
depended  on.  unless  they  possess  the  re- 
quisite knowledge,  dexterity  ,and  experience. 
I  have  heard  of  a  case  in  which,  on  laying 
open  the  abdomen,  no  tumour  could  be 
found— cases,  aud  repeatedly,  I  have  seen 
in  which  the  inflation  of  the  intestines  has 
been  mistaken  for  an  hydropic  ovary ;  these, 


however,  be  it  remembered,  are  in  most,  if 
not  all  instances,  the  mistakes  not  of  the 
art  but  of  the  artist — the  mistakes  of  those 
who  are  negligent,  or  of  those  who  are  as 
yet  inexperienced  in  this  part  of  practice- 
in  some  cases  the  mistakes  of  those  who 
are  at  once  too  vain  to  give  their  atten- 
tion to  obstetrics,  and  too  forward  to  re- 
frain, when  asked,  from  giving  opinions  on 
points  respecting  which  they  ought  to  know 
that  they  are  realty  incompetent  to  decide;  the 
blundering  mistakes  of  some  of  your  revolt- 
ing and  reviling  surgeons— of  your  "  thank- 
God-I-know-nothing-of-midwifery  men"  — 
(excuse  a  Sanscrit  adjective) — of  men  whose 
mistakes  here  might  be  pardonable  enough, 
in  consideration  of  much  valuable  know- 
ledge which  they  possess  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  healing  art,  were  it  not  for  an  immo- 
deration and  exorbitancy  of  vanity  and  inso- 
lence, which  have  not  hitherto  received, 
before  the  public,  the  castigation  which 
they  very  richly  deserve.  But  to  return. 
When,  with  a  view  to  extirpation,  we  have 
to  decide  respecting  the  condition  of  the 
ovary,  it  will  be  of  no  small  help  to  us  to 
tap  the  ovary  first,  making  our  observa- 
tions afterwards  through  the  abdominal 
coverings;  for  myself,  I  have  now  been 
repeatedly  called  on  to  make  observa- 
tions of  this  kind,  and  from  all  that  I 
have  been  able  to  observe,  I  should  infer,  * 
that  they  may  be  instituted  with  facility. 
So  that,  to  sum  up  our  observations  on  this 
important  point,  if  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  system  is  favourable  for  ope- 
ration, and  that  the  patient  must  soon  perish 
if  nothing  be  done — that  enlargement  of  the 
ovary  really  exists  beyond  all  doubt,  and 
thst  there  is  no  grave  disease  in  the  parts 
contiguous  to  the  ovary,  or  no  disease  which 
may  not  be  removed — that  the  ovary  is 
wholly  detached  from  the  adjacent  viscera, 
or  in  good  measure,  and  that  it  is  not  affected 
with  a  massy  scirrhus,  likely  to  give  rise 
to  a  broad  basis — we  may  be  justified  in 
operating,  provided  it  be  the  wish  of  the 
patient;  but  where  these  conditions  are 
wanting,  it  may  be  better  to  abstain.  The 
school  maxim  is  excellent  here — eogita  ttm 
fac.  If  women  have  been  tapped  often,  or 
if  they  have  suffered  much  inflammatory 
pain  in  the  ovary  during  the  progress  of 
the  enlargement,  the  case  will,  I  fear,  be 
found  very  unfavourable  for  our  operations, 
as  adhesions  are  very  probable. 

I  have  sometimes  thought,  that  in  ova- 
rian dropsy  of  single  cyst,  and  with  encysted 
accumulation  of  aqueous  consistency,  a  con- 
siderable palliation  might,  in  some  cases,  be 
obtained,  by  merely  cutting  out  a  piece  of 
the  cyst,  so  as  to  enable  it  to  evacuate  its 
contents  into  the  peritoneal  sac.  Suppose 
I  could  not  extirpate  the  ovary,  provided  I 
ibuud  the  vessels  were  not  large,  I  could 
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easily  remove  e  smell  piece  of  it,  ear  to  the 
extent  of  a  crown  piece,  and  after  this  there 
might  be  a  reasonable  hope  that  this  aper- 
ture would  not  close  up  again,  but  that  the 
water  would  be  effused  through  it,  so  as  to 
come  under  the  operation  of  the  peritoneal 
absorbents,  with  the  prospect  of  an  occa- 
sional cure.  A  lady,  the  subject  of  ovarian 
dropsy,  was  advised  to  improve  her  general 
health,  and  in  this  view  occasionally  took, 
the  air  in  an  open  vehicle.  In  one  of  these 
excursions  she  was  thrown  from  the  car 


the  tumour  be  lying  between  the  vagina  and 
rectum,  X  think  we  might  easily  accomplish 
it ;  nor,  supposing  our  knowledge  to  be  suf- 
ficient, and  our  caution  great,  would  it,  per- 
haps, be  impracticable  to  effect  all  this, 
even  when  the  tumour  lay  above  the  brim 
of  the  pelvis,  in  the  hollow  of  the  ileum. 
For  this  purpose,  might  not  an  opening  be 
made  in  the  abdominal  covering,  large 
enough  to  admit  the  fore  finger,  like  a  ca- 
nula,  and  might  not  the  point  of  the  finger  be 
placed  upon  the  surface  of  the  ovary,  bo  as  to 


riage,  and  fell  upon  a  large  stone  on  the  ascertain  that  no  intestine  was  interposed, 
side  of  the  road.  She  was  taken  up,  car-  aud  then,  when  sure  that  the  intestines  aod 
ried  home,  suffered  a  large  discbarge  of  bladder  were  not  interposed,  might^we  not 


water  through  the  kidneya,  and  was  en 
tirely  freed  from  her  ovarian  dropsy.  Cured 
aa  she  was  of  this  disease,  she  married, 
and,  in  the  earlier  months  of  pregnancy, 


pass  a  very  small  trocar  through  the  open- 
ing, and  into  the  ovary,  so  as  to  evacuate 
the  contents  in  the  very  commencement  of 
the  disease.    Understand,  however,  clearly, 


ahe  died  of  a  retroversion  of  the  uterus,  that  it  is  not  here  my  design  to  recommend 
which  could  not  be  replaced,  when  it  was  this  operation  at  present ;  I  throw  it  out  ae 
found,  upon  an  examination,  that  she  had  a  hint  merely,  for  further  consideration.  In 


laboured  under  an  ovarian  dropsy  ;  that  the 
cyst  had  been  burst,  and  had  discharged  it- 
self into  the  peritoneal  sac,  and  that  the 
inflammation  had  produced  such  a  change 
that  no  further  effusion  had  taken  place  ;  or, 
if  any,  that  on  entering  ihe  peritoneum,  the 
fluid  was  absorbed. 

There  is  yet  another  practice  which  may 
be  thought  of  in  these  distressing  cases,  and 
tlits  consists  in  the  very  early  extirpation  of 
the  ovary,  for  though,  in  ordinary  practice, 
we  ought  to  delay  the  tapping  as  much  as 
possible,  yet  it  may  hereafter  be  worth  con- 
sideration, whether  early  tapping  before  a 
large  cyst  is  formed,  might  not  have  its  ad- 
vantages, performed  with  all  due  caution, 
and  all  the  necessary  knowledge.  Why 
is  it  that  the  abdomen  fills  so  slowly  in 
the  first  instance  1  Perhaps  the  first  growth 
of  the  dropsy  may  occupy  six  or  seven 
months,  or  even  six  or  seven  years ;  but  if 
you  tap  a  woman  with  an  ovary  of  large 
size,  in  the  course  of  three,  four,  five,  or 
six  weeks,  she  may  require  the  operation 
again.  Now  there  are,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
two  principal  causes  to  which  the  slow  fill- 
ing may  be  attributed — one,  the  pressure  on 
the  exhalant  vessels,  and  the  other  the  small 
extent  of  ovarian  surface  in  the  commence 
ment  of  ^the  disease  ;  for  its  superficies  at 
first  may  be  of  a  few  squaie  inches  on' 


rash  hands,  such  an  operation  might  pro- 
duce fata)  consequences.  In  cases  ill  ehosen, 
it  might  be  at  once  dangerous,  and  of  no  use ; 
yet,  alter  all,  perhaps,  it  may  admit  of  im- 
provement ;  and  in  a  disease  so  frequent 
and  so  fatal  as  the  ovarian  dropsy,  every 
hint  which  promises  to  give  greater  efficacy 
to  our  treatment,  may  deserve  from  us  that 
unwearied  and  pertinacious  consideration 
without  which,  in  these  perplexing  and  very 
deplorable  cases,  nothing  effective  can  be 
accomplished ;  for,  on  this  occasion,  as  on 
many  others — 

..-.•«  Seggendo  in  piuma 

In  fama  non  si  vien  ne  sot  to  coltre." 
Here,  then, are  the  different  modesof  treat- 
ment recommended  in  ovarian  dropsy— -the 
abstraction  of  the  water,  with  the  cautions 
before  prescribed— the  extirpation  of  the 
ovary  in  the  earlier  and  in  the  later  periods  of 
its  growth — the  removal  of  a  circular  piece 
of  the  cyst,  so  as  to  lay  open  the  cyst  into 
the  peritoneum — and  the  prevention  of  the 
dilatation  aod  growth,  by  early  paracentesis. 
In  the  present  ill  success  of  our  practice, 
all  these  operations  are  well  worth  your 
consideration ;  and  if  you  can  bring  one  of 
them  to  such  perfection  as  to  cure  some  of 
the  many  unhappy  individuals  who  now  fall 
victims  to  the  disease,  you  will,  indeed,  be 
onferring  an  invaluable  good  on  tl»e  fairest 


but  a  large  ovary,  recently  tapped,  may  aud  the  least  offending  part  of  our  species, 
present  a  surface  of  many  square  feet.    Now     Allow  me  now  to  offer  a  few  remarks  re- 
the  wide  extent  of  ovarian  surface,  and  the  specting  the  spontaneous  cure  of  ovarian 


removal  of  pressure  from  the  exhalant  ves 
aels,  may,  after  a  brat  tapping,  give  rise  to 
a  rapid  effusion  ;  and  hence,  if  in  cases  of 
hydropic  ovary  we  could  always  tap,  when 
the  tumour  is  no  larger  than  a  child's  head, 
we  should,  perhaps,  have  to  tap  it  olten, 
but  the  patient  might  not  suffer  so  much,  as 
if  the  ovary  were  allowed  to  grow  to  a  great 
size.  But  how  can  thia  be  done  1  Why,  if 


dropay,  the  rather  deserving  of  our  attention, 
as  the  spontaneous  cure  may  be  supposed 
to  contain  within  it  the  principle  of  an  ef- 
fectual remedy  for  this  disease.  1  have 
already  observed  that  by  accidental  rupture 
of  the  cyst,  a  cure  may  be  obtained,  when 
no  other  known  remedy  will  remove  it. 
The  lady  who  fell  from  the  chaise,  and  whose 
case  has  just  been  narrated,  was  effectually 
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relieved  by  rupture  of  the  ovary.  A  wo- 
man at  New  Vork,  attended  by  a  practi- 
tioner well  known  to  my  friend  Mr.  Gaits- 
kell,  happening  to  suffer  a  severe  fall,  (for 
women  are  very  lioble  to  this  accident  when 
the  abdomen  is  large,)  she  ruptured  the 
cyst,  and  recovered,  at  least  for  some  time 
h  e  nee  a  question  arises  whether  there  are  no 
means  that  we  could  employ  occasionally 
to  burst  open  thelovary  by  pressure,  however 
applied ;  nor  is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that,  in  some  cases,  if  the  substance  of  the 
ovary  were  thin,  it  might  be  ruptured, 
though  to  suggest  the  means  of  effecting 
this,  is  no  easy  task.  A  well-known  sur- 
gical lecturer,  as  I  have  been  told  by  one  of 
his  pupils,  relates  a  case  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  dropsy,  and  which  he  imagines 
to  have  been  removed  by  mere  absorption , 
excited  by  mental  perturbation,  but  which  I 
look  upon  to  have  been  nothing  more  than 
an  ovarian  accumulation,  cured  by  rupture 
of  the  cyst.  In  this  case  (as  he  tells  the 
tale)  an  old  lady  passing  over  London 
bridge,  alarmed  by  the  cry  of  "  mad  bull," 
made  the  best  of  her  way  into  one  of  the 
recesses  on  the  bridge,  and  jumped  hastily 
on  to  one  of  the  benches;  the  bull  passed; 
she  descended,  her  alarm  continued— she 
got  home — a  free  secretion  from  the  kid- 
neys followed,  and  the  dropsy  disappeared. 
Of  this  case,  it  may  be  said,  that  the  mind 
wns  exceedingly  disturbed,  and  that  the 
absorbents  were  excited  in  consequence  ; 
but  I  think  it  far  more  reasonable  to  pre- 
sume that  the  substance  of  the  cyst  was 
very  thin,  and  that  by  leaping  upon  the 
bench  in  the  recess,  a  rupture  was  produced. 

There  is  yet  a  second  mode  in  which  this 
disease  may  relieve  itself  more  or  less  effec- 
tually, and  that  is  by  spontaneous  opening 
into  the  intestines.  When  I  was  attending 
the  wards  of  this  hospital,  a  woman,  of  the 
name  of  Myers,  came  here  with  an  exceed- 
ingly large  abdomen  ;  this  enlargement  was 
occasional,  and  the  woman  got  better,  re- 
peatedly, after  large  spontaneous  eruptions  of 
water  by  vomiting  and  purging.  Now  1 
have  no  doubt  that  in  this  case  the  dropsy 
was  ovarian,  and  in  all  probability  the  cyst 
occasionally  opened  into  the  intestines  by 
ulceration  or  rupture,  a  sort  of  natural  tap- 
ping being  performed. 

It  is  said,  too,  that  the  ovarian  dropsy  has 
sometimes  disappeared  spontaneously,  with- 
out any  obvious  cause  to  which  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  disease  could  be  attributed. 
The  patient  very  large,  for  a  while,  has,  at 
length,  been  agreeably  surprised  to  tied  that 
she  became  less  and  less,  week  alter  week,  till 
at  length  she  has  shrunk  away  to  herhealthy 
dimensions.  Now,  some  of  these  cases,  I 
fear,  have  not  been  dropsy  of  the  ovary  at 
all ;  they  may  have  been  dropsy  of  the  peri- 
toneal sac,  or  mere  intestinal  inflations ;  but 


Burns  has  referred  us  to  cases  in  which 
it  seems  imcandid  to  doubt  the  fact,  provided 
the  veracity  of  the  author  can  be  relied  upon. 
In  these  cases,  it  has  been  said  that  the 
water  has  been  removed  by  the  absorbent 
action  of  the  lymphatics  of  the  cyst ;  but  I 
think  it  more  probable  that  the  cyst  has 
been  of  membranaceous  kind,  and  that  lace- 
ration and  effusion  into  the  peritoneum  has 
been  the  real  cause  of  the  cure. 

In  concluding  ray  observations  on  ovarian 
dropsy,  let  me  add  the  following  miscella- 
neous remarks : — A  flat  trocar  and  canula 
diminish  much  the  pain  of  paracentesis. 
Adhesions  of  the  cyst  to  the  abdominal 
coverings  are,  I  believe,  frequently  indicated 
by  soreness  felt  after  moving  the  abdominal 
coverings  over  the  cyst,  and  by  a  sort  of 
crepitus,  sometimes  very  distinct,  arising, 
probably,  from  ruptured,  adhesive  fibres :  of 
course  the  less  there  is  of  this  disturbance 
the  better.    With  ovarian  dropsy  a  perito- 
neal accumulation,  to  the  amount  of  two  or 
three  gallons,  sometimes  occurs.    The  pres- 
sure of  the  ovary  is  apt  to  occasion  an  over- 
charge of  the  intestines,  to  be  relieved  by  ca- 
thartics, and  by  laxative  injections  into  the 
bowel.  On  dissection,  I  have  observed  fecu- 
lent accumulations,  in  quantity  far  greater 
than  had  been  suspected  during  life,  and 
these  may  occur  though  the  bowels  act 
every  other  day.   Be  careful  not  to  con- 
found the  large  masses  of  the  loaded  bowel 
with  those  tuberose  enlargements  of  the 
ovary  which  are  the  result  of  dropsy  or  of 
scirrhus.    The  encysted  matter  in  the 
ovary  sometimes  becomes  more  attenuated 
as  tapping  proceeds.  In  the  twentieth  ope- 
ration, I  have  found  this  matter  of  more 
aqueous  consistency  than  in  the  first.  Some- 
times on  tapping  the  dropsical  ovary,  large 
quantities  of  pus,  or  of  some  puriform  sub- 
stance, are  discharged,  especially,  I  suspect, 
if  inflammatory  symptoms  have  preceded. 
Inflammation  of  the  diseased  mass,  alter 
tapping,  is  always  to  be  regarded  with  ap- 
prehension; it  may  destroy  suddenly,  or 
by  hectic  cachexia  ;  yet  we  are  sometimes 
surprised  to  observe  how  little  the  consti- 
tution sympathises  with  the  inflamed  part — 
the  inflammation  of  this  diseased  mass,  and 
the  peritonitis  of  puerperal,  exert,  indeed, 
very  different  effects  upon  the  constitution. 
It  is  said  that  ovarian  dropsy  has  been 
known  to  disappear  after  electrification. 
In  so  forlorn  a  case,  the  remedy  may  be 
worth  trial,  but  my  faith  is  weak.  Astrin- 
gent injections  into  the  cyet  are,  I  be- 
lieve, highly  dangerous;  but  this  opinion 
may  require  revision.    General  inflamma- 
tion of  the  cyst  in  hydrocele  (as  1  learn 
from  an  eminent  surgeon,  and  a  very  excel- 
lent man,  Mr.  Green)  may  suppress  further 
effusion,  even  where  adhesions  fail.  The 
cases  before  narrated,  seem  to  prove  thai 
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the  game  change  may  be  produced  by  in- 
flammation in  the  effusive  surface  of  the 
ovarian  cyst ;  and  I  would  fain  persuade 
myself,  that  hereafter  we  may  be  able  to 
produce  this  inflammation  at  pleasure,  by 
means,  on  the  whole,  tolerably  safe.  Stimu- 
lant injections,  and  a  canula,  or  some- 
thing analogous,  left  in  the  wound,  have 
been  tried,  but  hitherto,  I  believe,  with 
the  worst  success — beware,  therefore.  In  Mr. 
Chevalier's  case,  gallons  of  matter  were 
produced  by  adhesive  inflammation.  Would 
the  patient  have  recovered  had  this  been 
drawn  oft*  by  tapping?  1  suppose  not ;  for 
when  the  ovary  has  suppurated,  and  the 
mutter  has  escaped  spontaneously,  death  has, 
at  least  sometimes,  ensued,  and  you  may  see 
a  ease  in  point,  in  Burns'  Midwifery.  The 
existence  of  more  than  one  cyst  in  most  ova- 
rian dropsies,  is  a  great  bar  to  this  method 
of  cure.  Dropsy  of  the  tuberose  kind  is 
very  unfavourable  for  the  trocar,  and  in  these 
cases  more  especially,  tapping  ought,  I  pre- 
sume,  to  be  delayed  till  the  last ;  it  is  the 
remetlium  anceps  pHius  quam  nullum.  Exten- 
sive adhesions  may  exist,  although  a  woman 
have  never  been  tapped  ;  but  I  suspect  that 
repeated  tappings  tend  to  produce  such  ad- 
hesious. 

Other  diseases,  and  not  without  their 
interest,  sometimes  assail  the  ovary  ;  but  of 
this  hereafter.  Inflammation  more  or  less 
acute,  suppuration,  connected  or  not  with 
the  puerperal  state,  enlargements  of  the 
orary,  with  formations  of  hair,  bones,  teeth, 
extra-uterine  gestation,  scrofula,  spongoid 
tumour,  sebaceous  and  other  substances 
may  all  occur;  and  the  fallopian  tubes  may 
be  dropsical,  scirrhous,  affected  with  extra- 
uterine gestatiou,  and  so  on ;  but  the  prin- 
ciples here  laid  down  will,  1  conceive,  with 
a  little  modification,  apply  also  to  these 
cases,  so  far  as  they  admit  of  remedy. 
Extra-uterine  gestation  has  been  consi- 
dered already  ;  ovarian  inflammation  may 
be  considered  hereafter  ;  the  rest  may  be 
dismissed  without  further  remark.  In  ele- 
mentary instruction,  too  much  minuteness 
bewilders — ars  longa  ;  rita  breris.  A  man  does 
not  last  so  long  as  one  of  these  glass  bottles, 
and  had  need  make  the  most  of  his  time. 

[Here  Dr.  Blundell  showed  various  pre- 
parations.] 


nUSSIAX  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

We  are  authorised  to  state,  that  the  va- 
cancies which  had  been  found  to  exist; in 
tlie  Medical  Departments  of  the  Imperial 
Russian  Array  and  Navy,  having  been  filled 
up,  foreign  medical  gentlemen,  will  not  be 
received  hereafter  into  the  Imperiol  service. 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT. 


CASE  OF  rOIBONINO  BY  CHEESE. 

Dn.  Westui'mb  of  Eimbeck,  in  the  king- 
dom of  Hanover,  was,  on  the  10th  of  No- 
vember, 1826,  called  to  a  family,  consisting 
of  a  middle-aged  man,  his  daughter,  a  girl 
of  ten  years,  and  a  female  relation,  about 
sixty  years  of  age,  who,  an  hour  after  having 
eaten  of  a  cheese  lately  bought,  had  been 
suddenly  seized  with  symptoms  of  poisoning, 
as  violent  colic  pain,  vomiting,  diarrhoea, 
tenesmus,  &c.  On  his  arrival,  he  found 
them  with  the  abdomen  swelled,  very  pain- 
ful on  pressure,  especially  iu  the  hypochon- 
dria, the  pulse  very  small  and  frequent,  the 
pupils  dilated,  and  complaining  of  violent 
headach,  vertigo,  great  debility,  and  sick- 
ness ;  the  rejected  matter  had  the  smell  of 
cheese,  and  was  apparently  of  an  alkaline 
nature.  An  emetic,  and  aperient  injections, 
were  immediately  ordered,  when  Dr.  Wes- 
trumb  was  sent  for  to  another  family,  con- 
sisting of  four  persons,  who,  a  short  timo 
after,  having  eaten  some  cheese  bought  at 
the  same  place,  had  been  simultaneously 
affected  with  similar  symptoms,  but  in 
greater  intensity.  Besides  the  remedies 
used  in  tbe  first  cases,  very  strong  coffee, 
and  a  solution  of  boracic  acid  were  ordered. 
After  this  treatment  had  been  continuedfor 
two  days,  five  of  the  patients  perfectly  re- 
covered ;  in  the  other  two,  in  whom  the 
symptoms  had  been  most  violent,  the  affec- 
tion of  the  hend  attained  to  such  a  degree 
as  to  require  the  application  of  leeches,  and 
cold  affusion  ;  nfter  about  a  week,  they  were 
also  convalescent.  M.  Sertuerner  having 
been  requested  to  examine  the  substance 
which  had  been  the  probable  cause  of  the 
symptoms  of  poisoning,  came  to  the  follow- 
ing results  :  under  the  continued  action  of 
alchohol,  two  different  substances  were  ob- 
tained, the  one  of  a  black  colour  was  preci- 
pitated, the  other  of  an  oily  consistence, 
brown  colour,  astringent,  nauseous  taste, 
and  a  very  penetrating,  rancid  smell,  col- 
lected on  the  surface  of  the  liquid  ;  it  was 
found  soluble  in  hot  water  and  alchohol, 
chunked  the  colour  of  litmus  to  red,  and, 
when  mixed  with  alkalies,  formed  a  soapy 
mass.  The  black  substance  was  liquid,  in- 
soluble in  hot  water  and  alcohol,  and  being 
submitted  to  h -at,  nave  an  extract  of  an  acid 
nature,  caseous  sm-.l!,  and  containing  an 
atntnoniacal  salt,  the  ncid  of  which  could 
not  be  ascertained.  The  maceration  of  the 
residuum  in  hot  alcohol  produced, nt  first,  no 
change  ;  but  after  some  time  a  greyish  white 
I  substance  spontaneously  precipitated  from 
the  alcohol,  which  melted  at  a  slight  degree 
of  heat,  and  was  also  apparently  of  an  acid 
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nature.  The  three  substances,  thus  pre- 
pared, but  especially  the  two  former,  were 
found  to  be  very  powerful  poisons  ;  fifteen 
grains  of  them  injected  into  the  stomach  of 
a  large  dog,  caused  a  violent  inflammation 
of  the  intestinal  canal,  and  the  subsequent 
death  of  the  animal. 

Dr.  Westrumb  regards  the  deleterious 
principle  in  the  cheese  as  belonging  to  the 
class  of  narcotico- acrid  poisons,  and  attri- 
butes its  production  to  the  following  causes: 

1.  The  milk  being  furnished  by  cows, 
which  have  eaten  of  poisonous  vegetables  ; 
this  will,  however,  be  but  very  seldom  the 
cause,  as,  under  these  circumstances,  the 
secretion  of  milk  is  greatly  diminished,  or 
even  entirely  suspended. 

2.  The  preparation  or  conservation  of 
the  cheese  in  metallic  vessels.  In  some 
cases  of  poisoning  by  cheese,  traces  of 
copper  and  tin  were  actually  discovered  in 
it,  although  but  in  very  small  quantities. 
The  Gazette  de  Sante,  of  1766,  No.  22, 
contains  a  case  of  this  kind. 

3.  Adulteration  of  the  cheese,  especially 
with  the  seeds  of  hyosciamus,  which  had 
inadvertently  been  mixed  with  it,  instead 
of  cumin  seeds. 

4.  The  formation  of  a  poisonous  sub- 
stance by  the  chemical  decomposition  of  the 
cheese.  This  seems  to  have  take  place  in 
most  instances,  and,  as  is  shown  by  M.  Ser- 
tuerner's  analysis,  did  so  in  those  just  de- 
scribed.— Ham's  Jtchiv. 


THIRD  CASK  OP  CHOREA, 

Communicated  by  a  Medical  Friend  to  Dr.  Har- 
rison, and  by  him  to  The  Lancet. 

It  was  on  the  2d  of  January,  1815,  that  I 
was  first  spoken  to  for  the  young  lady, 
whose  case  I  now  send  to  you.  She  was 
then  thirteen  yeaTS  old  j  and  here  I  may 
mention,  that  it  was  not  till  more  than 
three  years  afterwards,  that  the  menses  first 
appeared,  and  then  without  any  particular 
circumstance.  The  symptoms  of  chorea  had 
then  been  noticed  for  a  fortnight,  and  they 
were  so  slight,  that  though  I  was  attending 
her  sister  at  the  time,  it  had  not  been 
thought  necessary  to  mention  them  to  me. 
Indeed  they  were  still  comparatively  slight, 
affecting  chiefly  the  left  arm.  It  appeared, 
too,  she  had  had  very  desultory  motions  in 
both  arms  some  years  before,  which  had 
ended  in  nothing  serious.  She  was  at  this 
time  getting  one  of  her  lower  molares, 
which  1  was  led  to  remark,  because  the  late 
Dr.  Monro  used  to  reckon  the  getting  of  the 
second  set  of  teeth  among  the  exciting 
causes  of  chorea.  In  the  present  instance, 


,  I  was  not  able  to  trace  the  con- 
nexion. 

At  first,  I  was  disposed  to  trust  to  purga- 
tives alone,  from  the  free  exhibition  of  which, 
in  chorea,  as  well  as  in  several  other  spas- 
modic affections,  I  had  repeatedly  wit- 
nessed the  best  effects.  But,  in  the  present 
case,  though  it  was  found  necessary  to  be 
giving  moderate  doses  almost  daily,  and 
though  their  operation  was  frequently  fol- 
lowed by  a  marked  remission,  yet  I  must 
add,  that  in  no  stage  could  I  perceive  either 
indication  or  encouragement  to  push  them 
to  any  thing  like  the  extent  which  Dr. 
Hamilton  recommends,  and  which  I  had 
myself  found  so  beneficial  on  former  occa- 
sions. In  fact,  it  soon  became  evident,  that 
the  cause  was  deeper  seated,  and  the  pro- 
gress was  rapid.  So  early  as  the  8th,  men- 
tion is  made  of  the  conjunctiva  of  both  eyes, 
but  especially  the  left,  being  suffused  with 
some  puriform  secretion,  but  no  inflamma- 
tion, or  soreness,  and  the  agitations  very 
great,  affecting  the  whole  frame. 

In  this  stage,  recourse  was  had  to  leeches 
several  times.  Once  she  was  bled  to  six 
ounces,  and  all  with  good  effect.  But  the 
season  when  it  would  have  appeared  justi- 
fiable to  be  taking  blood  in  any  mode,  soon 
passed  away;  and  for  about  three  weeks,  the 
chief  dependence  was  on  a  succession  of 
blisters,  applied,  for  the  most  part,  to  the 
head  and  neck ;  but  once  or  twice  to  the 
arms  and  legs,  though  certainly  with  leas 
apparent  benefit  in  the  two  latter  situations. 

Although  this  sort  of  practice  was  repeat- 
edly followed  by  a  striking  temporary  effect ; 
for  instance,  on  the  10th,  the  agitations 
were  excessive,  and  she  could  not  speak ;  but 
after  leeches,  and  a  purge,  and  a  blister  to 
the  head,  she  had  abetter  night,  and  could 
speak,  and  remained  considerably  better  all 
the  next  day.  Nevertheless  it  was  evident 
that  the  disease  was  fast  gaining  ground. 
On  the  14th,  it  required  two  persons  to  pre- 
vent her  being  tossed  out  of  bed  in  the  night. 
From  this  time  it  became  necessary  to  have 
her  constantly  secured  by  straps.  Still  it 
is  added  that  the  pupils  contracted  and  di- 
lated naturally.  On  the  16th,  a  worse  night 
than  ever,  with  moaning  and  grinding  of 
teeth.  Pupils  considerably  dilated,  but  can 
tell  the  hour  by  my  watch,  though  she  can 
hardly  articulate. 

At  this  period,  for  about  a  week,  it  seemed 
as  if  the  symptoms  were  kept  in  check,  or 
even  giving  way.  She  was  more  composed, 
and  could  speak  better ;  but,  in  reality,  no- 
thing was  gained. 

24.  Asleep  now ;  skin  very  cold,  but  dry. 
Has  complained  of  coldness,  and  has  vo- 
mited. Had  two  stools  in  the  night,  with- 
out being  conscious  of  them,  but  was  quite 
sensible  before  falling  asleep.  Wine  whey 
was  ordered.   The  warmth 
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without  difficulty.   For  a  few  days  she  was 

much  as  usual  again,  only  it  seemed  as  if 
the  vital  powers  were  declining,  while  the 
disorder  was  more  and  more  firmly  fixed. 

17.  Grinds  her  teeth  very  much.  Sel- 
dom attempts  to  speak. 

18.  Very  fretful;  does  not  give  notice 
when  she  passes  her  urine. 

29.  Agitations  stronger,  and  more  unin- 
terrupted. Does  not  give  notice  of  either 
stools  or  urine,  and  can  scarcely  express  any 
word.  Very  little  sleep ;  stiil  takes  food 
well. 

30.  Very  restless  night,  with  loud  moan- 
ing. It  is  difficult  to  pi  re  her  food,  her 
tongue  being  drawn  to  the  top  of  her  mouth. 
Appetite  seems  to  be  good. 

N.B.  The  silver  spoon  used  in  feeding  her 
was  literally  full  of  the  impressions  of  her  I 
teeth.  Indeed,  to  such  a  wretched  state  was 
the  poor  sufferer  now  reduced,  with  every 
muscle  of  the  face  and  limbs  in  a  state  of 
almost  constant  catching,  and  with  eyes  that 
seemed  nearly  to  hate  lost  all  animation, 
very  much  emaciated,  and  necessarily  strap- 
ped down  to  a  couch,  yet  still  in  some  de- 
gree sensible  of  her  own  misery  ;  that  I  be- 
lieve there  was  not  one  of  those  about  her, 
who  would  not  have  been  thankful  to  see 
her  released.  But  a  crisis  was  at  hand,  such 
as  none  of  us  durst  have  looked  for. 

31.  Spoke  intelligibly  in  the  night,  de- 
siring to  be  moved  into  bed,  which  was 
done,  slept  two  hours,  ahd  was  able  to  take 
a  basin  of  boiled  milk,  and  bread,  this  morn- 
ing. Much  inflammation  on  the  sacrum,  tri/A 
excoriation.  This  last  symptom  had  been  ob- 
served for  some  days,  but  it  was  regarded 
and  treated  simply  as  a  consequence  of  the 
violent  agitations,  and  of  her  having  lately- 
passed  all  her  evacuations  under  her.  I 
expected  it  would  end  in  sphacelus,  if  she 
were  not  carried  off  by  the  original  affec- 
tion, nor  could  I  for  the  next  two  days  see 
any  encouragement  to  hope  otherwise. 

Feb.  1.  More  feeble;  a  very  bad  night ; 
lias  taken  but  little  food;  belly  open. 
N.B.  This  is  the  first  time  that  the  appe- 
tite had  fuiled. 

About  two  hours'  sleep ;  very  restless  at 
other  times.  Two  large  stools,  no  way  re- 
markable. Blister  on  head  open.  It  was 
now  that  I  prescribed  half-grain  doses  of 
opium,  the  effects  of  which  then  appeared 
to  be  particularly  beneficial;  and  as  they 
happened  to  be  timed,  probably  it  was  so.  It 
will  be  seen,  that  after  the  first  dose,  the  pa- 
tient slept  eight  hours.  Bui  then  the  dispo- 
sition to  sleep  bad  manifested  itself  before. 
Again,  the  report  of  the  31st  must  not  be 
overlooked  ;  and  the  events  of  the  follow- 
ing days  lead  me  to  ascribe  much  more  to 
Mature,  and  less  to  any  sort  of  means,  than  I 
did  at  the  time  ;  however,  the  following 


!  extract  from  my  notes  must  speak  for  them- 
selves. 

3.  Began  to  dose  yesterday  evening 
about  six,  and  slept  till  eight.  Took  the 
first  dose  of  opium  on  awaking,  and  slept 
till  four,  but  considerable  uneasiness  till 
between  two  and  three,  Took  a  second 
dose  at  four,  lay  reBtless  till  six,  and  then 
slept  till  eight,  but  rather  uneasily.  Speaks 
better  this  morning,  and  takes  food  well. 
On  pressing  the  inflamed  part,  pus  came 
from  one  of  the  ulcerated  spots  in  consider- 
able quantity.  Pergat. 

4.  Did  not  sleep  so  well,  but  speaks 
with  less  effort,  and  is,  at  present,  lying 
nenrlv  free  from  agitation. 

.5.  Much  better.  Asleep  at  this  time, 
and  in  bed,  without  any  restraint.  Cach- 
ings nearly  gone  from  face.  Was  able  to  sit, 
with  support,  for  an  hour  to-day.  Very  copi- 
ous discharge  from  abscess  on  sacrum. 
N.B.  The  quantity  of  opium  for  the  two 
last  nights  is  not  stated  ;  probably  it  was 
two  half-grains  each  night. 

6.  A  very  good  night,  from  a  single 
half-grain.  Is  at  present  supported,  and 
listening  attentively  to  her  sister,  who  reads 
to  her. 

7.  Not  so  good  a  night,  thoogh  she  took 
two  doses  of  opium.  The  matter  appears  to 
come  from  a  great  depth. 

10.  No  sleep  till  three,  p.m.  Took 
three  half-grain  doses.  The  agitation  and 
catchings  have  not  been  so  well  since  the  dis- 
charge toas  less. 

11.  Slept  till  midnight  without  opium, 
then  took  a  grain,  and  slept  till  morning. 
Speaks  much  better,  and  in  connected  sen- 
tences. Was  able  to  work  a  sum  in  com- 
pound addition  yesterday,  her  sister  setting 
down  the  figures.  Tumour  on  sacrum  much 
subsided.  Discharge  appears  to  come  from 
a  considerable  depth. 

12.  Is  lying  on  the  bed  quietly,  with- 
out being  tied ;  speaks  whole  sentences 
almost  as  well  as  ever. 

14.  Speaks  much  better,  but  cannot  put 
her  tongue  out. 

17.  A  good  night.  No  opium  for  two 
nights. 

20.  Can  now  nearly  put  her  tongue  out* 
Quite  free  from  catchings,  and  can  raise  her 
hand  to  her  head. 

22.  Is  now  so  tranquil,  that  she  can  be 
left  alone  in  the  room  on  the  couch,  without 
being  tied.    Gains  flesh  apace. 

24.  Can  use  a  needle  a  little. 

25.  Has  walked  across  the  room  to-day 
without  support  for  the  first  time,  but 
awkwardly.  Is  now  sitting  in  an  easy  chair 
without  other  support. 

26.  Is  sitting  up  reading,  quite  erect, 
without  any  support.  Walks  surprisingly 
better. 
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20.  I*  sitting  up  sewing.  Can  walk  from 
one  room  to  another  without  help. 

March  2.  la  sitting  at  dinner,  xuwg  a 
knife  and  fork. 

Hero  end  my  notes  of  this  interesting 
case  for  that  time.  She  had  several  subse- 
quent attackB,  or  rather  threatening*,  which 
it  may  be  proper  briefly  to  notice.  She 
continued  so  well,  that  after  Christmas  she 
went  to  a  boarding-school  in  the  country ; 
she  remained  there  till  the  midsummer 
vacation  ;  but  about  a  week  before  coming 
borne,  which  was  more  than  fifteen  months 
after  the  termination  of  my  former  attend- 
ance, she  had  some  return  of  catchings, 
chiefly  in  the  left  side.  This  attack  proved 
rather  protracted  than  severe.  There  is  a 
slight  mention  of  it  in  October,  nor  had  she 
ever  been  quite  free  from  it  in  the  mean- 
time, but  1  know  not  that  she  was  ever 
wholly  confined  by  it.  It  was  more  like 
chorea,  as  it  commonly  occurs.  She  fre- 
quently walked  in  the  garden,  and  once  was 
at  the  play ;  but  sometimes  the  agitations 
were  rather  severe,  and  her  speech  was  a 
good  deal  affected  in  an  evening.  She  was 
apt  to  get  up  in  the  night,  appearing  not  to 
be  quite  collected ;  her  temper  also  was 
irritable.  There  is  mention  more  than  once 
of  her  eyes  being  bloodshot. 

She  went  to  the  same  school  again  in 
January,  1817,  where  I  visited  her  in 
March,  and  found  her  with  headach  at 
times,  and  face  rather  flushed,  but  quite 
free  from  chorea.  She  had,  however,  a  slight 
threatening  of  it  in  April,  after  which  she 
remained  so  well,  that  though  she  came 
home  at  midsummer,  I  had  not  once  occa- 
sion to  prescribe  for  her,  and  she  returned 
to  school  after  the  vacation.  In  October, 
she  bad  another  slight  threatening.  In  the 
coarse  of  the  following  month  I  was  again 
called  to  her,  and  the  complaint  had  taken  a 
different  turn. 

November  13.  Pain  in  the  region  of  the 
heart,  of  a  week's  standing;  soreness  on 
pressure  ;  ringing  in  left  ear;  aching  in  left 
arm.  Here  I  may  remark,  that  there  is,  in 
this  family,  a  peculiar  proneness  to  affection 
of  the  heart,  pericardium,  and  great  vessels, 
more  or  less  acute,  in  two  instances  alter- 
nating with  rheumatism.  In  the  present 
instance,  however,  the  symptoms  speedily 
gave  way,  and,  on  the  30th,  she  had  no 
complaint. 

Only  four  days  afterwards,  catching*  aro 
again  noticed,  and  this  proved  one  of  the 
most  obstinate  attacks,  though  never  very 
severe.  It  resembled  a  good  deal  that  of 
the  last  yoaxt  only  that  olong  with  the  agi- 
tation, 1  think  there  is,  for  about  a  month  or 
six  weeks,  more  frequent  mention  of  head- 
ach, heat,  and  beating  in  the  occiput. 

December  19.  Eyes  are  always  blood- 
shot, when  the  blister  is  closed.   By  de^ 


grees,  however,  these  indications  appeared 
to  be  changed. 

In  the  beginning  of  January,  1818,  in 
consideration  of  the  menses  not  having  ap- 
peared, electrical  sparks  and  slight  shocks 
through  the  pelvis  were  directed,  and  con- 
tinued on  alternate  days  for  more  than  a 
month,  with  no  good  effect. 

February  IS.  Complaint  has  much  in- 
creased. Liquor  arsenical,  min.  v.  ter  in- 
dies. She  took  this  two  and  three  times 
daily  for  six  weeks,  with  manifest  good 
effect ;  but  then  a  cough  came  on,  and  it 
was  discontinued. 

March  28.  It  is  noticed  still  a  little 
cough,  catchings  very  slight.  Has  become 
much  more  free  from  them,  on  the  whole, 
since  she  took  the  arsenic.  None  taken  for 
a  week. 

From  about  this  time,  owing,  in  part,  to 
my  attention  having  been  painfully  directed 
to  other  cases  in  the  family,  and  also  to  her 
being  generally  able  to  go  about  the  house, 
and  even  to  amuse  herself  by  playing  on 
the  pianoforte,  and  to  walk  out  occasionally, 
I  have  preserved  very  few  more  minutes  of 
this  case. 

May  18.  Menses  appeared  two  days  ago, 
for  the  first  time. 

December  29,  1819.  Was  not  so  well 
without  the  arsenic.   Has  returned  to  it 


again. 


February ,  1 820.  Took  carbonate  rf iron  wi  th 
seeming  advantage,  and,  in  the  same  month, 
had  a  boil  upon  one  of  the  lower  dorsal  ver- 
tebrae. Chorea  seemed  better  after  it  broke. 

Of  late,  I  have  seldom  seen  my  young 
friend,  and  possibly  she  may  still,  at  times, 
have  some  little  of  the  catchings.  When- 
ever I  have  made  inquiries,  she  has  told  me 
she  was  quite  well,  and,  indeed,  she  is  by 
much  the  stoutest  of  the  four  surviving 
sisters. 

August  15, 1833.  I  have  this  day  seen 
Miss  A.  Her  sister  told  me  the  family  had 
thought  they  perceived  some  slight  appear- 
ance of  catching  a  little  while  ago,  but  she 
spoke  doubtingly,  and  Miss  A.  said  she  had 
remained  quite  well ;  she  certainly  is  in 
very  good  health  at  present. 

2ST.  B.  I  have  since  learned  that  she  has 
lately  discontinued  an  issue,  which  was  set 
in  her  right  arm  upwards  of  six  years  ago. 

Respecting  the  practice  in  these  later 
attacks,  I  have  little  to  add  to  what  is  above 
stated.  Leeches,  cuppings,  and  blisters, 
often  gave  very  decided  relief.  Purgatives, 
too,  seemed  to  be  more  particularly  called 
j  for  than  on  the  former  occasions.  Ol. 
j  terebinthin.  argent,  nitras,  and  ferri  carbo- 
nas,  were  given  at  different  times,  but  with- 
out any  visible  benefit.  Caustics  and  setons 
were  often  mentioned,  but  there  were  ob- 
jections, or  a  blister  had  been  applied  on  the 
very  spot  j  or  while  they  were  in  contem- 
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plation,  she  happened  to  get  well  without 
them.  It  has,  however,  been  stated,  that 
she  had  en  issue  in  the  arm,  and  I  do  not 
find  any  mention  of  the  eyes  being  bloodshot, 
from  the  time  that  it  was  set.  Indeed,  upon 
Dr.  Jeuner's  priuciple  of  derivation,  upou 
which  he  cured  even  insanity,  by  rubbing 
unguent,  antimouii  tartarizat.  on  the  arm, 
possibly  an  issue  in  the  arm  mi^ht  answer 
as  well  as  one  in  the  neck.  If  it  were  not 
foreign  from  my  present  purpose,  I  could 
quote  a  remarkable  instance,  where  this 
excellent  practice  cured  a  palieut  of  my 
own,  of  a  very  painful  and  obscure  visceral 
complaint,  by  an  issue  above  each  knee.  I 
confess,  however,  my  own  views  would 
have  led  me  to  prefer  a  sctou  or  issue  in  the 
neck.  And  if  the  case,  were  to  come  over 
again,  1  think  I  should  insist  most  strongly 
upon  it.  But  at  present,  my  object  is  not 
so  much  to  vindicate  the  practice,  as  to  give 
a  correct  statement  of  facts. — N.  B.  I  ought 
to  have  mentioned,  in  its  proper  place,  that 
a  bluter  applied  to  the  sacrum  produced  no 
good  effect. 

U:id  Oct.  Had  a  slight  attack  of  luemate- 
raesis,  preceded  by  syncope.  Her  sisters 
thought  she  had  been  subject  to  catchings 
for  some  time  before  the  haemorrhage.  She 
was  quite  free  at  my  visit,  and  had  no  return 
during  my  attendance. 

February,  18J1.  Menses  return  once  a 
fortnight.  She  looks  pale.  Is  quite  free 
from  the  catcbincs. 

18th  Dec,  1026.  I  found  .my  old  patient 
very  well  yesterday,  nor  has  she  had  any 
catchings,  or  other  symptoms  of  chorea, 
since  my  last  report. 

Remarks  by  Dr.  Harrison. 

The  candid  narrative  of  the  ingenuous 
writer  furnishes,  I  think,  abundant  proofs 
of  the  real  source  of  this  distressing  ma- 
lady. The  attendances  commeuced  on  the 
S?d  of  January,  181.").  The  young  sufferer 
had  for  a  fortnight  been  slightly  afflicted 
with  chorea.  It  kept  increasing  from  the 
third  visit  to  the  fourteenth.  Her  afHictious 
were  then  so  distressing,  that  it  had  become 
necessary  to  confine  her  to  the  bed  with 
ligatures.  The  violence  of  the  disease  con- 
tinued to  the  end  of  the  month,  when  it 
suffered  an  abatement  which,  as  the  writer 
justly  observes,  no  oue  could  have  antici- 
pated. She  spoke  intelligibly  in  the  night 
of  January  Si,  desiring  to  be  moved  into 
bed,  afterwards  she  slept  two  hours.  The 
ne  a  morning,  she  was  able  to  lake  "  a  bason 
of  boihd  milk,  and  bread."'  We  must  not 
omit  to  mention,  in  this  place,  thatinflam- 
mation  had  been  observed  for  some  days,  on 
the  sacrum.  It  had  increased  during  the 
last  night,  and  was  already  accompanied  with 
excoriation.   •«  I  expected  its  termination 


in  sphacelus.  For  two  days,  I  could  see  no 
encouragement  to  hope,  though  she  was  cer- 
tainly easier,  and  slept  better."  The  follow- 
ing morning,  viz,.  February  3d,  her  sufferings 
were  considerably  relieved,  and  for  the  first 
time,  on  pressing  the  inflamed  spots,  pus 
came  out  of  one  of  them,  in  considerable 
quantity.  The  medical  attendant  notices, 
"  a  very  copious  discharge  from  the  abscess 
oa^tlie  5th."  He  stated,  two  days  after- 
wards, *'  the  matter  appears  to  come  from  a 
gteat  depth."  On  the  10th,  the  agitations 
and  catchings  have  been  more  severe,  "since 
the  discharge  was  less.'*  On  the  14lh,  ho 
says.  "  tumour  on  sacrum  much  subsided." 

7?«/ie  symptonatum. —  We  arc  led  to  be- 
lieve, that  suppurative  inflammation  within 
the  lumbar,  or  sacral  canal,  was  the  excitiug 
cause  of  the  painful  and  diversified  symp- 
toms enumerated  in  this  remarkable  ease, 
because  the  enclosed  pus  had  scarcely  began 
t )  escape,  before  the  choroid  symptoms  suf- 
fered a  perceptible  diminution,  and  after  the 
discharge  bad  continued  only  a  few  days, 
they  wholly  disappeared,  leaving  the  patient 
comparatively  easy  and  cheerful.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  oti  one  particular 
day,  the  discharge  being  lessened,  the  agi- 
tations and  catchings  were  more  severe— -a 
proof  of  some  hidden  connexion  subsiding 
between  the  chorea  and  interior  of  the 
theca. 

We  shall,  I  think,  be  able  to  explain  the 
phenomena  which  manifested  themselves 
on  this  occasion,  by  pursuing  the  anatomical 
distribution  of  the  spinal  nerves,  from  their 
commencement  in  the  back  to  their  ultimate 
ramifications.  The  voluntary  muscles  de- 
rive all  their  nervous  energy  from  the  spinal 
marrow,  aud  the  involuntary  are  chiefly 
supplied  from  the  same  fountain.*  Irrita- 
tion affecting  any  portion  of  this  delicate 
substance  are  occasionally  propagated  from 
it  to  every  other.  The  nerves  proceeding 
from  thence,  carry  the  impressions'  alorg 
their  subdivisions,  and  agitate  the  muscular 
structure,  iu  which  they  terminate.  The 
chorea  was,  I  think,  excited  in  the  arms 
through  the  axillary  plexuses,  and  in  the 
lower  extremities,  by  means  of  the  cruial 
nerves.  The  same  reasoning  will  expluiu 
the  other  phenomena,  under  which  this 
patient  suffered.  One  of  the  symptoms 
was  a  puriform  secretion,  with  suffusion  in 
botli  eyes.  Afterwards  the  pupils  were 
considerably  dilated.  Still  she  could  tell 
the  hour  by  a  watch.  In  subsequent  attacks, 
mention  is  made  more  than  once,  of  her  eyes 
being  bloodshot.  The  same  symptom  is 
again  noticed  in  the  report  for  December, 
1817. 

One  of  the  complaints  pfflicting  Miss 


*  See  Dr.  Harrison's  Essay  on  Spinal 
Diseases,  c*c. 
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Porch,  whose  case  is  already  described,  was 
inflammation  of  the  opaque  cornea.  Though 
she  had  frequent  returns,  while  walking 
about,  the  horizontal  position  was  scarcely 
commenced  before  the  ophthalmia  left  her  ; 
and  though  several  years  have  intervened 
since  her  restoration  to  good  health,  it  has 
never  returned. 

In  another  patient,  with  a  large  gibbosity 
between  the  shoulders,  the  eyes  had  been 
a  source  of  uneasiness  for  several  years. 
The  sight  was  always  weak.  The  eyes 
were  often  inflamed,  and  the  palpebral  gene- 
rally became  glued  together  in  her  sleep. 
This  young  lady  found  her  vision  improve 
as  the  distortion  abated.  The  inflammation 
also  left  her  during  the  treatment,  and  the 
palpebral  no  longer  cohered. 

I  have  already  explained  the  nervous 
communication  between  some  parts  of  the 
eyes  and  the  spine.  In  order  to  account  for 
the  symptoms  just  enumerated,  we  must 
take  into  account  that  the  eyes  are  supplied 
from  different  sources.  One  portion  of  the 
ophthalmic  branch  of  the  fifth  pair  unites 
with  a  ramification  of  the  third,  to  form  the 
ophthalmic  ganglion.  Numerous  fibrils, 
called  citiaty,  issuing  from  it,  run  to  the 
eyeball.  Having  pierced  the  sclerotic  coat, 
they  creep  along  between  it  and  the  choroid, 
to  supply  the  iris.  Other  branches  of  the 
same  nerve  proceed  to  the  palpebral,  tunica 
conjunctiva,  and  lachrymal  gland.  Hence 
it  follows  that,  inasmuch  as  a  direct  inter- 
course subsists  between  the  spinal  nerres 
and  the  fifth  pair,  also  mediately  through 
the  great  sympathetic,  the  subacious  glands 
will  be  disordered  in  their  secretions,  the 
tunica  conjunctiva  will  also,  occasionally, 
inflame  and  suppurate,  in  spinal  maladies. 

"  On  the  16th,  the  pupils  were  consider- 
ably dilated,  but  she  can  tell  the  hour  by 
my  watch."  Such  is  the  complicated  struc- 
ture, and  so  various  are  the  uses,  of  the  eyes, 
that  no  fewer  than  five  pairs  of  nerves  are 
distributed  upon  this  curious  organ  ;  each 
is  endowed  with  its  peculiar  office  ;  that  of 
vision  is  performed  by  the  second  or  optic 
nerves.  As  the  sight  was  little  impaired,  I 
conclude  that  branch  of  nerves  did  not 
suffer  in  any  considerable  degree.  Indeed, 
such  an  exemption  might  have  been  antici- 
pated, because  these  nerves  have  no  ana- 
tomical connexion  with  the  spine,  or  great 
sympathetic.  Not  so  the  iris;  it  is  furnish- 
ed from  the  fifth  pair,  and  therefore,  when 
that  becomes  affected,  the  pupils  are  liable, 
from  that  cause  alone,  to  be  preternaturally 
expanded  or  contracted. 

During  the  paroxysms  of  pain  she  grated 
her  teeth,  and  gnashed  them  together,  with 
force  enough  to  indent  the  silver  spoon 
used  in  feeding  her."  As  the  jaws  and 
teeth  are  supplied  from  other  divisions  of 
the  fifth  pair  of  nerves,  the  remarks  for* 


roerly  made  in  regsrd  to  the  eyes  will  apply 

equally  to  these  latter  symptetne. 

The  writer  adds  to  this  melancholy  train 
of  symptoms,  "  every  muscle  of  her  face 
was  in  a  state  of  almost  constant  catching.'* 
So  extensile  Were  her  sufferings,  that  all 
the  voluntary  muscles  were  subjected  to  the 
uncontrollable  influence  of  a  powerful  ex- 
citation. 

Besides  the  parts  of  the  face  already  men* 

tioned,  it  is  supplied  with  nerves  from  the 
5th  and  7th  pairs.  Having  spoken  of  the 
former,  we  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  de* 
tails.  A  branch  of  the  latter,  called  pea 
anserinos,  or  nerve  of  expression,  anas- 
tamoses  freely  with  the  spinal  nerves  in 
the  neck,  and  under  the  jaw;  it ia  through 
this  branch  that  the  countenance  suffers  so 
distressingly  in  spinal  complaints.  Persona 
familiar  with  these  deformities  have  little 
difficulty  in  ascertaining  their  presence,  or 
in  judging  pretty  correctly  of  their  magni- 
tude, by  merely  seeing  the  visage. 

In  earlv  life  I  accidentally  met  with  a 
young  lady,  who  had  a  considerable  gibbo- 
sity between  hat  shoulders.  Burke's  chi- 
valrous description. of  the  unfortunate  con- 
sort of  Louis  the  Sixteenth  was  strictly 
applicable  to  what  I  beheld.  "  It  is  now 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years,'*  he  observes ,• 
"  since  I  saw  the  Queen  of  France,  then 
the  dauphiness,  at  Versailles,  and  surely 
never  lighted  on  thia  orb,  which  she  hardly- 
seemed  to  touch,  a  more  delightful  viaion. 
I  saw  her  just  above  the  horizon,  decorat- 
ing and  cheering  the  elevated  sphere  she 
just  began  to  move  in,  glittering  like  the. 
morning-star,  full  of  life,  and  splendour,  and 
joy.  Oh!  what  a  revolution!  and  what  a 
heart  must  I  have  to  contemplate,  without 
emotion,  that  elevation  and  that  fall." 

More  than  twenty  years  passed  away 
before  my  second  interview.  Never  can  I 
forget  the  changes  which  disease  had 
wrought  in  this  fascinating  beauty.  Not 
only  were  the  lilies  and  roses  faded,  the 
eyes  had  lost  their  lustre,  and  the  face, 
which  beamed  with  animation  and  enchant- 
ment, was  become  languid,  contracted,  and 
furrowed.  The  clear  and  bright  tint*  of 
her  complexion  had  been  exchanged  for  a 
dull  and  muddy  hue.  She  waa  moreover 
feeble,  and  almost  worn  out,  at  the  early 
age  of  forty.  This  is  by  no  means  a  solitary 
instance  of  the  kind.  These  premature  spo- 
liations sre  of  frequent  occurrence  amoDg 
Ihe  fair  sex.  and  have  been  often  noticed. 

*  30.  Difficulty  in  giving  food,  the  tongue 
being  drawn  to  the  roof  of  the  mouth."  It 
is  alleged,  in  the  report  for  Feb.  14th,  that 
"  she  cannot  put  her  tongue  out  of  her 
mouth."   This  organ,  so  useful  in  modulat- 


*  Burke's  Reflections  on  the  Revolution 
in  France. 
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iog  sounds,  and  in  deglutition,  it  supplied 
with  its  nerves  from  the  5th,  the  8th,  and 
9th  pairs.  These  several  nerves,  being 
each  of  them  joined  anatomically  to  the 
spinal  nerves  and  great  sympathetic,  were 
made  to  accord,  and  to  participate  with 
tbem,  on  the  present  occasion. 

29.  "  Stools  and  urine  involuntary,  and 
unconsciously  discharged."  The  close  con- 
nexion subsisting  between  the  bladder,  rec- 
tum, and  spine,  has  been  already  explained.* 
Sometimes  distortion  of  the  loins  occasions 
only  deterioration  in  the  fecal  and  urinary 
secretions,  but  I  hare  known  it  produce  the 
entire  loss  of  feeling,  and  of  the  expulsive 
faculty  in  both.  Examples  will  hereafter 
be  given  of  this  most  calamitous  failure  in 
these  functions,  and  of  their  perfect  resto- 
ration, by  rectifying  the  spinal  column. 


WESTMINSTER  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Saturday,  March  14,  1829. 

Dr.  Somerville  in  the  Chair. 

RESIDENCE    IN    A   TAN   YARD,  AN  ALLEGED 
REMEDY  FOR  PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION. 

Dr.  Dodd  read  his  promised  paper  on  the 
exemption  of  tanners  from  phthisis  pulmon- 
alis,  and  the  efficacy  of  the  aroma  of  oak 
bark  in  the  cure  of  that  complaint.  It  stated 
that  his  attention  had  for  some  time  beeu 
directed  to  this  subject,  which  he  believed 
was,  in  great  measure,  new  to  the  profession, 
though,  vulgarly,  the  business  of  a  tanner  had 
long  been  regarded  as  particularly  healthy. 
The  result  of  his  inquiries  was,  that  tanners 
enjoyed  a  peculiar  freedom  from  consump- 
tion, and  that  this  exemption  was  to  be 
traced  to  the  nature  of  their  calling.  The 
following  circumstance  had  first  drawn  his 
attention  to  the  subject.  He  had  had  a 
patient,  a  weaver,  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
who  was  suffering  under  all  the  symptoms  of 
phthisis  pulmonalis  ;  symptoms  which  were 
so  marked,  that  he  only  thought  cf  miti- 
gating them,  not  curing  the  complaint. 
He  treated  him  accordingly,  but  at  the 
end  of  three  weeks  the  man  suddenly 
quitted  his  residence,  and  went  he  knew  not 
where.  Twelve  months  after,  he  met  with 
him  again,  and  then  found  he  had  become  a 
tanner,  because,  as  the  man  said,  "  Tanners 
were  never  affected  with  consumption."  To 
the  truth  of  tins  the  man's  appearance  bore 
considerable  testimony,  for  instead  of  a  con- 
sumptive patient,  he  was  then  a  strong,  stout, 
healthy  man.  This  case  produced  a  conside- 
rable impression  on  his  (  Dr.  Dodd's)  mina, 

*  See  Dr.  Harrison's  Essay,  &c,  Case  9. 


and  after  weighing  the  importance  of  the 
facts,  he  proceeded  to  institute  the  following 
inquiries.  First.  Are  tanners  more  exempt 
from  consumption  than  other  men?  Secondly. 
To  what  cause  is  such  an  exemption  to  be 
traced?  Thirdly.  Can  this  cause  be  extend* 
ed,  as  a  remedy,  to  all  consumptive  patients  ! 
The  answer  at  which  he  had  arrived  to  the 
first  inquiry  was  affirmative  ;  for  after  most 
extensive  observations  of  his  own,  aided  by 
the  concurring  testimony  of  others,  well 
qualified  to  furnish  him  with  facts,  be  had 
not  discovered  one  unequivocal  instance  of 
the  death  of  a  tanner  from  pulmonary  con- 
sumption. As  Berraondsey  employed  the 
I  largest  number  of  tanners  in  the  kingdom, 
his  chief  inquiries  had  been  directed  to  that 
place.  The  testimony  of  Mr.  Steney,  a  resi- 
dent practitioner,  was,  that  for  thirty  years 
he  could  not  remember  a  death  from  this 
cause  among  the  tanners  ;  nor  could  Mr. 
Castle,  during  a  practice  of  twenty-three 
years.  Neither  did  the  hospitals  afford  a 
single  case.  The  tanners  themselves  said, 
the  disease  never  occurred  amongst  them. 
There  were  about  seven  hundred  tanners  at 
Bermondsey;  of  these,  perhaps,  five  in 
every  hundred  died  annually,  and,  according 
to  the  usual  calculations,  three  out  of  these 
five  might  be  expected  to  die  of  phthisis 
pulmonalis.  In  Mr.  Steney's  practice  that 
would  have  given  him  ninety  deaths  of  this 
complaint ;  yet  not  one  of  the  medical  men 
knew  of  a  case.  He  (Dr.  D.)  was  persuaded 
the  same  held  good  in  other  places.  He  had 
met  but  with  three  instances  to  the  contrary ; 
one  in  Scotland,  one  in  London,  and  one  in 
Devonshire ;  and  each  of  these  was  compli- 
cated with  other  diseases. 

Dr.  Dodd  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the 
families  of  tanners,  especially  the  females, 
were  not  equally  favoured, — that  those  who 
lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  tan  yards 
were  remarkably  free  from  consumptiou, — 
that  tanners  being  taken  from  the  lower 
ranks,  were  as  liable  to  disease  as  other 
operatives, — that  their  exemption  from  con- 
sumption  existed  in  spite  of  the  low,  damp 
situation  and  exposure  of  tan  yards, — and 
that  their  moral  habits  and  mode  of  living 
were  on  a  par  with  those  of  other  men.  As 
to  the  immediate  cause  of  this  exemption,  he 
thought  it  was  the  aroma  which  arose  from 
the  bark,  which  aroma  appeared  to  him  to 
be  a  compound  substance,  of  a  pungent,  acid 
nature,  possessing  antiseptic  properties, 
with  a  tendency  to  heal  pulmonary  tubercles, 
and  fortify  the  lungs  against  disease. 
But  the  most  important  part  of  the  subject, 
Dr.  Dodd  thought,  was  the  possible,  artifi- 
cial employment  of  this  aroma  for  the  euro 
of  phthisis  pulmonalis  ;  and  he  had  accord- 
ingly contrived  an  apparatus  for  communi- 
cating it  to  the  lungs.  It  consisted  of  a  cask 
with  a  close  cover,  having  bellows  beneath. 
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communicating  with  a  tin  tube,  by  which  a 
stream  of  impregnated  air  might  be  evolved 
and  breathed  by  the  patient.  This  subject 
he  now  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  society,  expressing  hisj  feeling,  that  if 
there  were  any  just  grounds  for  his  views, 
the  question  was  a  most  important  one,  and 
that  in  an  inquiry  into  it,  at  least  fifty  un- 
successful cuses  ought  to  be  thrown  into 
the  scale,  before  a  final  decision  should  be 
given  against  the  facts  in  favour  of  this 
specific. 

The  Chairman  inquired  whether  the 
wsges  of  the  tanners  were  such  ns  to  allow 
of  their  enjoying  many  comforts,  and 
whether  they  were  at  all  dissipated  men. 

Dr.  Dodd  said  that  they  earned  fifteen 
Shillings  a  week,  and  that  they  were  rather 
di3sipated  than  otherwise. 

Mr.  Riadouk  expressed  a  strong  opinion 
against  the  views  of  Dr.  Dodd ;  during  con- 
siderable opportunities  for  forming  conclu- 
sions, he  had  not  arrived  at  one  single  in- 
stance of  benefit  being  obtained  from  ex- 
posure to  the  tunning  process.  He  thought 
it  very  unlikely  that  an  atmosphere  so  dilut- 
ed with  the  astringent  particles  of  the  bark, 
could  be  of  any  use  in  the  complaint.  The 
fluid  applied  externally  might  be  a  specific 
for  ulcers. 

Mr.  Bingham  thought  that  the  supposed 
effects  might  be  due  to  the  antiseptic 
qualities  of  the  putrid  skins.  Butchers  and 
gluemakers  were  very  free  from  consump- 
tion. The  occupations  of  tanners  in  the 
open  air  were  favourable  to  health. 

,r  j   . «  .  ,  4.     using  it  for  three  weeks,  then  got 

Mr.  Hunt t  considered  that ^  though  the        *  ^     J  Qne   * ^ 

aroma  might  heal  pulmonary  ulcers,  it  might 
not  cure  the  disease.  He  did  not  think 
butchers  more  exempt  from  it  than  other 
men.  Did  Dr.  Dodd  think  the  aroma  pre- 
vented the  development  of  ulcers,  or  cured 
them  when  they  appeared. 


occupation  of  tanners  sufficient  to  account 
for  their  exemption  from  disease. 

Mr.  Green  had  impressions  in  favour  of 
Dr.  Dodd's  theory,  and  related  two  cases 
in  which  the  atmosphere  of  tan  yards  had 
been  efficacious.  The  latter,  which  was 
elaborately  detailed,  and  highly  picturesque 
in  the  incidents,  greatly  interested  die 
younger  members  of  the  society,  and  much 
amused  the  seniors.  The  subject  of  the 
case  was  a  sylph- like  young  lady,  with  a 
pink  blush,  and  all  that  delicacy  of  form  and 
feature,  which  usually  distinguish  the  con- 
sumptive patieut.  She  had  particularly 
excited  the  worthy  member's  attention, 
from  her  daily  walks  iu  a  tan  yard,  into 
which  the  window  of  his  back  room  then 
looked.  Her  appearance  still  forced  itself 
upon  his  memory ;  and  he  was  rejoiced  to  say 
she  derived  great  benefits  from  these  visits. 
(Much  laughter.) 

Mr.  Burnett  ridiculed  the  idea  of  spe- 
cifics in  consumption,  and  especially  sati- 
rized the  attempts  to  cure  it  by  exposure  to 
the  atmosphere  of  cows,  as  attempted  by 
Dr.  Beddoes.  He  thought  Dr.  Dodd's 
paper  very  deficient  in  facts — the  only  true 
basis  of  a  theory.  As  for  consumption,  what 
Ovid  had  said  of  love,  might  as  appropriately 
be  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  consumptive 
patient :  u  Hei  mihi !  quod  phthisis,  nultis  est  nu- 
dicabilis  herbit"  Specifics  were  absurd.  Pub- 
lic attention  had  been  lately  much  drawn  to 
anew  one.  He  knew  a  case  in  which  it  had 
been  tried.  It  consisted  in  an  application 
rubbed  on  the  chest;  the  patient  went  on 

worse, 
the  many 

unsuccessful  cases  which  had  never  been 
published. 

Dr.  Gregory  thought  the  statements  of 
Dr.  Dodd  were  very  important;  whence, 
however,  had  Dr.  Dodd  drawn  his  conclu- 
sions as  to  the  deaths  of  tanners  at  Ber- 


Dr.  Johnstone  thought  that  theorists  mondsey?  The  records  of  benefit  societies 


very  easily  found  facts  to  support  their  doc- 
trines; but  did  not  so  readily  discover  those 
that  were  against  them.  No  man,  perhaps, 
waa  less  likely  to  be  bigoted  to  an  opinion 
than  Dr.  Dodd ;  but  human  nature  was  the 
same  in  all  ages  and  countries.  He  did  not 
agree  with  Dr.  Dodd's  views,  and  thought 
them  ill  supported  by  facts.  The  average 
fatality  of  consumptive  patients  was  one  in 
four  and  a  half,  not  three  in  five. 

Dr.  Milligan  could  not  agree  with  Dr. 
Dodd.  There  were  other  things  in  the  oc- 
cupations of  tanners  besides  the  aroma,  suffi- 
cient to  preserve  them  in  health;  he  had, 
however,  some  public  patients  on  whom  Dr. 
Dodd  might  make  some  experiments  will) 
his  apparatus,  if  he  chose.  There  was, 
however,  little  hope  for  such  persons,  when 
tubercles  or  hectic  fever  had  once  appeared. 

Dr.  Stewart  considered  the  general 


were  the  only  proper  source. 

Dr.  Dodd,  in  general  reply,  reiterated 
his  opinions,  and  alluded  to  a  case  in 
which  a  man,  who  took  to  the  employment 
of  tunning  bark,  was  cured  of  consumption 
in  three  months.  He  also  knew  a  gentleman 
who  resided  near  a  tan  yard,  who  was  in- 
variably affected  if  he  left  the  neighbour- 
hood, but  who,  on  his  return,  found  relief, 
even  as  soon  as  he  was  within  ten  yards  of 
the  pits.  His  estimates  had  not  been  de- 
rived from  the  stewards  of  benefit  societies, 
but  from  medical  practitioners.  He  should 
pursue  his  inquiries,  however;  and  the 
Chairman  having  hoped  the  subject  would 
he  renewed  on  the  next  evening,  if  there 
were  no  other  topic  of  more  importance,  the 
meeting  adjourned. 
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LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Monday,  March  16,  1829. 


Thomas  Callaway,  Esq.,  President,  in 
the  Chair. 

Induction  of  a  new  President,  and  ether  Offi- 
cers— -llie  Non- Fever  Case — Insufficiency  of 
the  Registrar's  Minutes — Inaccuracy  of  the 
Report  in  The  Lancet — General  Meeting  to 
take  into  consideration  the  Question  of  Re- 
porting— Vote  of  thanks  to  the  late  Officers — 
Dissection — The  Mctanoid  Cases. 

This  being  the  first  meeting  of  the  Society 
after  the  celebration  of  the  fifty -sixth  anni- 
versary, Mr.  Callaway,  the  newly-elected 
president,  took  the  chair.  It  is  the  first 
time  that  the  chair  has  been  filled  by  a  sur- 
geon as  president,  since  the  formation  of 
the  Society.  New  members  of  the  council, 
treasurer,  secretary,  6cc,  have  been  elected 
since  the  Society  met,  a  fortnight  ago. 

The  President,  on  taking  the  chair,  ad- 
dressed  the  members  thus  : — 

Gentlemen, — It  is  impossible  for  me  to 
take  possession  of  this  chair,  without  thank- 
ing you,  in  the  warmest  manuer,  for  the 
liouour  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  in 
electing  me  to  fill  it — an  honour  I  appre- 
ciate, and  trust  I  shall  ever  be  sensible  of. 
I  fear,  however,  that,  in  thus  electing  me, 
you  have  overlooked  many  other  indi- 
viduals, who  are  much  better  qualified  to 
fill  it.  This  honour  I  feel  the  more, 
when  I  look  around  me,  and  see  many  in- 
dividunls  who  were  among  my  earliest  and 
best  friends ;  bi  cause,  by  that  circumstance, 
tbe  appointment  is  rendered  the  more 
flattering.  As  far  as  regards  myself,  1  am 
convinced  I  shall  be  deficient  in  those  quali 
ties  that  have  distinguished  many,  if  not  all, 
who  have  filled  this  chair  before  me ;  but 
whatever  those  deficiencies  may  be,  I  hope 
my  attention  and  zeal  will  be  as  much  as 
you  can  expect,  and  certainly  as  much  as  I 
can  pay.  W  ith  respect  to  the  Society  itself,  1 
am  happy  to  say  it  appears  to  me,  there  is 
but  one  point  on  which  all  its  members  do 
not  seem  agreed.  Feeling  that  this  So- 
ciety, as  the  parent  of  such  institutions  in 
London,  thould  be  distinguished  and  sup- 
ported in  the  best  possible  manner,  1  hope 
you  will  all  render  me  your  assistance  in 
making  and  mawitainng  it  what  it  ou  .lit  to 
be.  As  far  us  I  shall  be  able,  1  shall  be,  at 
all  tin;es,  glad  to  do  every  thing  I  can,  con- 
ducive to  that  object.  1  am  conviuced  that 
nothing  tends  so  much  to  benefit  us  in  our 
views  in  our  profession,  as  to  have  frequent 
meetings.  Young  as  I  am  in  expetience, 
it  has  taught  me,  the  more  we  meet  the 


better  shall  we  support  our  Society,  and  the 
more  shall  we  show  our  respect  for  our  pro- 
fession ;  whenever  differences  of  opioion 
arise,  frequent  meetings,  and  frequent  dis- 
cussions, will  assuredly  lessen  them.  As 
far  as  I  am  personally  concerned  with  this 
Society,  I  shall,  1  hope,  imitate  the  example 
which  so  many  individuals,  who  have  filled 
this  chair,  have  left  me  ;  but  it  would  be 
wrong  in  me,  now,  to  make  professions,  and 
therefore  I  can  only  hope,  when  I  bave  the 
honour  of  meeting  you  at  our  next  anni- 
versary, my  conduct  shall  have  been  such  as 
to  have  secured  your  approbation,  and  that 
will  prove  my  highest  reward.  (Much  ap- 
plause.) 

The  Rkgistrak  read  the  Minutes  of  the 
last  meeting ;  he  also  read  minutes  of 
what  took  place  respecting  the  transfer  of 
offices.  &c,  Inst  Monday,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  Mr.  Greville  Jones  delivered 
the  oration  at  the  anniversary  dinner,  aud 
that  Dr.  Stewart  was  chosen  to  deliver  it  at 
the  next  anniversary. 

Mr.  Howell  rose  to  make  some  observa- 
tions on  the  case  lately  brought  before  the 
Society  by  Dr.  Johnstone.  He  had  seen,  in 
the  last  printed  report  of  the  Society's  pro- 
ceedings, that  Dr.  Ramadge  had  said,  (in 
contradiction  of  Dr.  Johnstone's  statement,") 
that  the  patient,  in  question,  really  had 
fever,  and  that  he  (Dr.  Ramadge)  received 
information  of  this  from  Mr.  Howell.  Dr. 
Ramadge  had  also  stated  that  Mr.  Howe!I 
was  predentin  tho  Society.  He  ( Mr.  Howell) 
wished  it  to  be  understood,  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  Dr.  Ramadge.  He  wus  not 
aware  of  any  other  Howell  being  in  tho 
Society  but  himself,  and  he  could  assure  the 
Society,  that  he  had  made  no  communication 
on  the  subject,  nor  had  1  e  ever  heard  of  the 
case  until  it  was  brought  before  the  public 
in  the  manner  to  which  he  alluded. 

Mr.  GosstTT,  however  unwilling  he  was 
to  complain,  felt  it  his  duty  to  object  to  the 
imperfect  manner  in  which  the  Registrar 
had  taken  a  minute  of  the  cases  he  had  re- 
lated to  the  Society  a  fortnight  ago.  When 
he  did  himself  the  honour  of  relating  the 
particulars  of  those  cases,  he  regarded  them 
as  of  some  interest  and  importance  ;  there- 
fore he  could  not  help  thinking  the  Regis- 
trar ought  to  have  given  some  report  of  them 
on  this  occasion  to  the  Society,  whereas, 
in  fact,  he  had  given  none.  What  made  the 
thing  worse  w  as,  that  he  had  taken  a  pretty 
full  note  of  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Tyrrell 
and  others  against  the  cases.  This  was  very 
little  encouragement  to  Members  to  take 
the  trouble  of  collecting  and  detailing  facts  ; 
for,  in  doing  this,  they  incurred  considerable 
risk,  as  their  cases  were  recorded  in  a 
garbled  state,  the  opinions  of  others  against 
them  being  given,  while  the  real  facts  were 
withheld. 
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The  Registrar  felt  tony  for  his  omis- 
sion; but  the  reason  was,  that  the  cases 
communicated  to  the  Society  by  Mr.Gosset 
were  rtud  by  him,  at  very  considerable 
length,  from  written  papers,  which  were 
afterwards  retained  in  the  possession  of  the 
author.  When  cases  were  read,  it  was  not 
customary  to  take  minutes  so  fully  of  them, 
as  if  the  particulars  were  detailed  orally. 

Mr.  Gossbtt  considered  this  a  very  sin- 
gular explanation ;  for,  in  this  view,  it 
seemed  an  easier  matter  to  copy  that  which 
was  said  as  it  was  read,  than  that  which 
was  delivered  extemporaneously. 

The  Registrar  was  willing,  to  the  utmost 
of  his  power,  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  So- 
ciety in  his  mode  of  taking  minutes  of  the 
proceedings;  but  this  he  found  not  very 
easy,  for  one  member  wished  a  full,  and 
another  a  very  curtailed,  note  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Shkarly  thought,  that  when  mem- 
bers read  cases  to  the  Society,  it  would  be 
much  better  for  them  to  leave  their  papers 
with  the  Registrar,  for  him  to  take  copies 
at  his  leisure. 

The  Presioent  was  of  opinion,  that  if 
•11  members  were  to  follow  Mr.  Gossett's 
plan  of  communicating  the  particulars  of 
their  cases  to  the  Society,  it  would  prevent 
a  great  deal  of  time  being  consumed,  by 
gentlemen  rising  to  put  questions,  the  ne- 
cessity of  which  would  be  obviated,  but 
which  often  necessarily  followed  oral  state- 
ments. 

The  Registrar,  in  a  short  time  after- 
wards, found  that  he  had  taken  a  more  full 
note  of  the  particulars  of  Mr.  Gossett's 
cases,  than  he  had  read,  and  which  he  then 
took  the  liberty  of  reading  over  to  the  So* 
ciety. 

Mr*  Gossett  immediately  rose  and  said, 
that  what  had  been  just  read  so  much  re- 
sembled that  which  appeared  in  The  LAN- 


moving  eyes  in  cases  in  which  it  had  not 
been  necessary. 

The  Registrar  observed,  that  as  fault 
bad  been  found  with  the  report  of  the  cases 
in  Thb  Lancet,  as  well  as  with  his  minute 
of  them,  he  would  only  take  the  liberty  of 
hoping,  that  when  gentlemen  neat  read 
cases,  they  would  take  the  trouble  of  leav- 
ing their  papers  with  him. 

The  Reporter  would  not  have  addressed 
the  Meeting,  had  it  not  been  that  the  accu* 
racy  of  his  report  in  The  Lancet  was 
called  into  question.  For  many  years  he 
had  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  report- 
ing ;  he  was  perfectly  competent,  if  neces- 
sary, to  report  every  word  that  passed  in 
the  Society ;  he  had  also  been  accustomed 
to  report,  in  a  condensed  shape,  the  sub- 
stance of  meetings;  he  had  no  feeling  but 
that  of  impartiality  and  accuracy,  and  he 
insisted  upon  the  report  in  The  Lancet 
being  substantially  correct. 

Mr.  G os sett.  Had  he  not  had  the  papers 
still  in  his  possession,  from  which  he  read 
the  details  of  his  cases,  from  the  confident 
manner  with  which  the  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  had  addressed  himself,  he  (Mr.  Gos- 
set)  should  have  been  inclined  to  doubt  bis 
own  understanding.  He  had  distinctly 
stated,  that  in  one  of  the  cases  the  patient 
lived  eighteen  montha  after  tbe  operation ; 
that  in  the  other,  it  was  two  years  since  the 
operation  was  performed,  and  that  tlte  pa- 
tient, up  to  this  time,  was  perfectly  well  j 
neither  of  these  facts  appeared  in  tbe  re- 
port in  The  Lancet,  and  this,  with  the 
other  imperfections  attending  the  report  of 
his  cases,  much  surprised  him,  recollecting 
the  usual  accuracy  of  the  reports  in  that 
publication. 

The  Reporter  was  about  to  make  ano- 
ther observation,  when 

The  President  intimated  that  be  thought, 


cit,  that  he  should  consider  it  either  had  I  particularly  as  tbe  subject  of  reporting  was 
been  copied  from  The  Lancbt,  or  that  the  I  what  he  might  call  sub  judk*,  it  might  be 


report  in  The  Lancet  had  been  made  from 
it.  In  fact,  the  two  reports  were  word  for 
word,  and  were  calculated  to  convey  an  er- 
roneous impression.  In  the  first  place,  it  was 
said,  that  they  were  "  cases  of  what  he  (Mr. 
G  ossett)  considered  malignant  tumours,"  as  if 
he  had  had  some  doubt  upon  the  subject. 
More  especially  was  this  made  to  appear,  by 
Mr. Tyrrell  having  actually  thrown  out  doubts 
as  to  the  nature  of  tbe  second  case.  In  the 
next  place,  the  subject  of  one  of  the  cases 
was  represented  to  be  "  a  young  lady," 
and  afterwards  she  was  "  the  girl,"  whereas 
the  Soeiety  would  recollect  that  he  had 
styled  her  Miitiets,  at  at.  41.  He  felt  it  right 
to  make  this  representation,  in  order  to  cor- 
rect the  error  that  had  been  fallen  iuto,  as 
it  would  be  a  very  unpleasaut  thing  for  him 


as  well,  that  this  discussion  should  not  be 

prolonged. 

The  Reporter  was  by  no  means  anxious 

to  prolong  it.  As  to  reporting,  he  was  cer- 
tain that  Mr.  Wakley  would  feel  very  glad 
to  have  the  question  set  at  rest ;  and  he 
was  authorised  by  Mr.  Wakley  to  state,  if 
the  Society  said  reports  should  not  be 
made,  another  syllable  of  its  proceedings 
should  never  appear  in  the  pages  of  Thb 
Lancet. 

Mr.  Shearly  thought  the  subject  of 
reporting  ought  to  be  set  at  rest;  it  was 
due  to  alt  that  it  should  be  so,  and  he  would 
take  upon  himself  to  move  that  a  general 
meeting  should  be  called  for  tbe  purpose  of 
having  the  subject  fully 
settled. 


'  — -  —    —  —    —  J  f»-  —         —  -  *      ©  — ---^  I  "  

to  have  it  circulated,  that  he  had  been  xe-*     Mr.  Kikosoh  said  that  the  subject 
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left  in  the  hands  of  the  President  by  the 

Council,  for  him  to  dispose  of. 

Dr.  Ryan  surely  thought  it  due  to  the 
Members  of  the  Society,  that  they  should 
have  something  definite  on  the  system  of 
reporting,  either  from  the  President,  Coun- 
cil, or  somebody  else. 

The  President  having  looked  at  the 
rules,  found  it  was  competent  for  him  to 
give  notice,  which  he  accordingly  did,  that 
on  Monday  next,  at  eight  o'clock,  a  general 
meeting  would  be  held,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
subject  of  reporting;  as  he  was,  and  should 
continue  to  be,  very  anxious  to  put  a  atop  to 
every  thing  like  a  digression  from  discus- 
sionson  strictly  professional  subjects. 

Dr.  Walshman  moved  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  to  Dr.  Shearman,  for  his  late  very 
able  services  in  the  office  of  President. 

Mr.  Kinodon  had  great  pleasure  in  se- 
conding this  motion,  and  moved  that  thanks 
should  be  returned  to  him,  for  his  very  ex- 
cellent conduct  os  their  late  Treasurer. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Dr.  Shearman  appreciated  the  honour, 
and  only  wished  that  he  had  been  belter 
able  to  discharge  the  duties  which  devolved 
upon  him. 

Dr.  Stewart  moved  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  to  Mr.  Greville  Jones,  for  the  able 
Oration  he  had  delivered  on  their  anniver- 
sary, and  that  that  gentleman  should  be 
requested  to  print  it. 

Mr.  Gossett  seconded  the  motion. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  JoNfcs  believed  it  was  not  customary 
to  assent  or  dissent  to  the  latter  part  of  this 
motion,  until  it-was  again  mentioned  to  the 
orator  by  the  Council.  In  his  oration,  topics 
were  introduced,  not  of  a  political  nature, 
but  upon  which  many  of  the  most  highly 
respectable  heads  of  the  profession  enter- 
tained contrary  opinions;  and  if  he  were 
off-hand,  at  the  request  of  the  Society,  to 
publish  this  oration,  the  public  would  re- 
gard those  topics  as  sanctioned,  and  the  opi- 
nions as  adopted  by  the  Society.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  begged  to  say  no* 
thing  more  until  he  should  hear  again  from 
the  Council  on  this  subject,  aud  should  the 
request  be  again  repeated,  to  have  the  ora- 
tion published,  he  trusted  the  consequences 
would  be  previously  well  weighed.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

The  President  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Society  to  a  petition  which  luid  on  the  table, 
for  the  signatures  of  members,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Parliament,  on  the  subject  of  dis- 
section ;  and,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Shearly,  directed  the  Registrar  to  send  it 
round  to  all  the  Members'  houses,  who  had 
not  signed  it,  for  their  signatures,  at  such 


periods  as  would  be  most  likely  for  them  to 
be  met  with  at  home. 

Mr.  Shearly  thought  it  highly  important 
that  the  petition  should  be  presented  forth- 
with. If  the  bill  Mr.  Warburton  lately 
brought  into  the  House  of  Commons,  had 
passed  into  a  law,  he  (Mr.  Shearly)  should 
himself  have  been  able  during  the  last  few 
days  to  have  delivered  over  one  body  for 
dissection.  He  was  decidedly  averse  to  the 
disinterring  of  the  dead. 

Mr.  Gossett  made  a  few  additional  ob- 
servations on  his  cases,  aod  exhibited  the 
preparations.  He  was  still  of  opinion  that 
the  diseases  were  malignant,  and  that  no 
exhibition  of  mercury  would  have  re- 
moved them. 

Dr.  Williams  introduced  for  discus- 
sion, in  absence  of  a  better  subject,  Febris 
Infantile  Remittens,  which  underwent  a 
desultory  discussion,  and  the  Society  broke 
up. 


cases  or  intermittent  fever,  in  which 

BLEEDINO  WAS  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  COLD 
STAGE. 

By  Jons  Mackintosh,  M.D.,  Lecturer  on 
the  Practice  of  Physic,  tyc,  in  Edinburgh. 

(Concluded  from  page  781.) 

Case  40. — Malignant,  shivering  inter- 
mittent, with  hiccup.  Stay  in  the  hospital 
from  7th  to  the  evening  of  8th  July.  Au- 
topsy ;  arachnitis,  gastritis. 

Vincent  Cola  Paolo,  of  Rimini,  sot.  40,  of 
a  good  constitution,  residing  at  Roma 
Vecchia,  entered  the  hospital  on  7th  July. 
Had  been  attacked  with  a  paroxyam  of  fever 
on  the  previous  evening.  On  the  morning 
of  the  7th,  his  stste  was  the  following  : 
hands  colder  than  those  of  a  dead  person  ; 
pulse  108,  small,  contracted  ;  hiccup  regular 
in  its  returns,  fourteen  times  in  the  minute  ; 
position  supine ;  sighs  drawn  easily  ;  answers 
pretty  correctly,  he  experiences  pain  in  the 
region  of  the  liver.  In  the  evening  the  fit 
declined,  and  the  hiccup  disappeared. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  complete  re- 
turn of  senses,  and  natural  expression, 
which,  during  the  paroxysm,  assumed  that 
particular  aspect  which  characterises  those 
labouring  under  the  fever ;  but  the  hands 
have  always  an  icy  coldness,  which  extends 
half  way  up  the  forearm.  According  to  his 
own  sccouut,  he  is  uot  aware  of  their  being 
cold  ;  but  on  placing  them  on  bis  belly,  ho 
at  once  becomes  sensible  of  their  coldness; 
he  speaks  as  in  the.  state  of  health.  At 
nine  o'clock,  his  appearance  became  as  if 
besotted ;  he  replied  with  hesitation  and  re- 
luctance. Haa  an  inclination  to  sigh.  Ho 
lay  on  the  side,  with  the  legs  bent  upoa  Ui« 
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abdomen ;  the  fit  commenced,  the  cold 
gained  upon  the  trunk,  respiration  became 
short,  some  tendency  to  hiccup ;  in  short 
he  died  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  with  the 
eyes  open.  He  took  some  bark  during  the 
apyrexia. 

Examination  after  Death. — General  injec- 
tion of  the  arachnoid,  which  is  thicker  than 
natural,  red,  and  as  if  doubled  by  a  sangui- 
nolent  false  membrane;  the  vessels  dis- 
tributed upon  the  circumvolutions  of  the 
brain  are  engorged  ;  the  stomach  is  much 
inflamed  in  its  pyloric  half,  the  rest  of  the 
intestinal  canal  healthy. 

Cask  41. — Malignant,  shivering,  inter- 
mittent fever.  Stay  in  the  hospital  from 
the  morning  of  the  11th  to  the  evening  of 
the  12th  July.  Autopsy;  arachnitis,  gastro- 
enteritis, splenitis. 

Angelo  Donni,  of  Milan,  set.  35,  weak, 
lymphatic  constitution  ;  preparer  of  maca- 
roni. On  the  5th  July,  1822,  he  entered 
one  of  the  grottos  of  Monte  Testaccio, 
when  he  experienced  a  general  sense  of 
cold,  which  he  attempted  to  shake  ofF  by 
drinking  seven  or  eight  glasses  of  wine  ; 
but  could  not,  however,  warm  himself.  He 
then  felt  a  great  weakness,  which  was  the 
predominant  symptom  during  the  six  days 
previous  to  his  entering  the  hospital.  His 
state  had  so  little  of  a  decided  febrile  cha- 
racter, that,  according  to  his  account,  the 
medical  man  could  not  tell  him  if  he  had 
had  the  fever.  He  had  a  sense  of  general 
uneasiness;  took  an  emetic  and  a  purga- 
tive, and  returned  to  his  work  ;  but  the 
general  state  of  disease  and  uneasiness  in- 
creasing, as  likewise  the  weakness,  on  the 
11th  of  July,  in  the  morning,  he  came  to 
the  hospital  of  Saint  Esprit,  on  foot,  sup- 
ported by  a  man  on  each  side  of  him.  Being 
arrived  in  the  fitst  ward/where  [first saw 
him,  he  seated  himself  upon  a  form,  and  ap- 
peared to  feel  ill.  He  let  himself  fall  down 
upon  the  right  side,  but  the  expression  of 
his  countenance  was  not  that  of  a  person 
fainting.  There  was  something  in  the  mo- 
tions of  his  head,  of  his  eyes,  resembling 
those  symptoms  produced  by  drunkenness, 
and  not  that  want  of  power  occasioned  by 
the  cessation  of  the  motions  of  the  heart. 
He  was  supported  merely,  and  recovered  ; 
he  was  then  enabled  to  ascend  more  than 
thirty  steps,  in  order  to  reach  the  clinical 
ward.  When  in  bed,  the  following  was  his 
condition  ;  pulse  frequent,  weak  ;  tempera- ; 
ture  of  thighs,  legs,  hands,  and  arms,  cold  ;  i 
tongue  moist,  and  not  red.  He  was  able  tot 
give  a  history  of  his  previous  state,  never- 
theless he  begged  the  physician  to  question  j 
his  companion,  who  accompanied  him  to  the 
hospital,  for,  although  he  had  neither  de- 
lirium, nor  coma,  nor  syncope,  he  ap;  eared 
so  confused,  so  little  master  of  his  ideas, 
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that  he  declined  to  give  any  account  of  it. 
All  he  assured  us  of  was,  that  he  had  never 
had  the  fever.  He  has  not  been  to  stool 
since  the  purgative;  in  the  afternoon  he 
was  twice  ill. 

Evening.  Pulse  scarcely  perceptible, 
great  pain,  extremities  cold,  the  left  hand 
more  so  than  the  right ;  it  is  of  a  livid  co- 
lour.  Temperature  of  the  belly,  of  the  chest, 
almost  natural ;  face  pale,  delirium,  agita- 
tion, inquietude.  Decoction  of  bark,  3v>'j-» 
extract  of  bark,  theriaque,  a  a.  5ij. ;  laud, 
liq.  anod.  camph.  emuls.  a  a.  gr.  xz. ;  blis- 
ters to  the  thighs. 

12th  July.  At  half-past  one  in  the  morn- 
ing, sweat  general,  copious,  but  cold.  In 
the  morning  at  the  visit,  weakness  always 
the  same ;  pulse  insensible  at  the  arms, 
which  are  cold,  as  also  the  thighs  ;  the 
belly  is  a  little  warmer,  but  it  is  also  below 
the  natural  temperature  ;  pulse  at  the  tem- 
ples 114.  The  blistered  surface  pale,  no 
water  under  the  epidermis,  which  remains 
only  detached.  He  has  lost  no  part  of  his 
judgment,  but  manifests  a  tendency  to 
drowsiness;  complains  of  no  pain;  the 
belly  is  not  tender  on  pressure  ;  the  princi- 
pal ailment  i3  great  weakness.  Blisters  to 
the  arms ;  bark  Jij.  in  the  wine. 

A  little  later,  return  of  the  same  symp- 
toms, alternating  with  delirium  and  drowsi- 
ness ;  general  sense  of  cold  intense.  Died 
at  half  past  five  in  the  afternoon. 

Half  an  hour  after  his  death,  the  body 
was  warmer  than  during  life. 

Examination  fifteen  hoars  aJUr  death. — Sto- 
mach highly  inflamed  between  its  great  cur- 
vature and  the  pylorus.  Intestines  pre- 
senting traces  of  inflammation  in  som  e  points. 
Spleen  soft  and  pulpy,  liver  healthy,  old 
adhesions  of  right  lung.  Before  opening 
the  cranium,  the  head  was  separated  from 
the  trunk,  when  there  escaped  by  the  occi- 
pital foramen  a  great  quantity  of  bloody  se- 
rum. Injection  of  the  arachnoid  in  its  mi- 
nutest ramifications,  but  a  little  more  oa 
the  left  than  on  the  right  side.  Great  en- 
gorgement of  the  vessels  distributed  on  the 
circumvolutions,  more  marked  on  the  left 
side.  Grey  substance  of  the  brain,  of  a 
pale,  rather  than  of  a  deep  hue  ;  choroid 
plexus  pale  ;  serosily  between  the  circum- 
volutions ;  brain  of  a'  soft  consistence. 


If  any  other  instances  were  wanting  to 
prove  the  inefficacy  of  the  ordinary  plan  of 
treatment  in  severe  cases,  they  will  bp  rea- 
dily found  in  contemplating  the  following 
table  of  results,  which  befel  one  of  the 
finest  armies  which  Great  Britain  ever  seut 
from  her  shoves,  and  which  went  to  Wal- 
cheren  on  the  5th  July,  1809.  The  dis- 
eases were  intermitting  and  remitting  fevers. 
The  meu  did  not  die  from  want  of  bark,  and 
there  never  was  a  finer  medical  stall  j  the 
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members  of  which  displayed  the  greatest 
zeal  and  talents,  and  many  of  them  fell  vic- 
tims to  their  assiduity.* 

From  the  facts  already  detailed,  I  think  I 
I  may  safely  draw  the  following  conclu- 
sions:— 

1.  I  need  scarcely  say  that  bleeding  in 
the  cold  stage  will  not  necessarily  produce 
death. 

2.  That  this  practice  will  sometimes  cure 
the  disease ;  at  others  it  will  prove  bene- 
ficial by  breaking  the  chain  of  diseased  ac- 
tion, and  rendering  the  subsequent  pa- 
roxysms milder  and  milder. 

3.  That  bleeding  in  the  cold  stage  has  in 
almost  every  case  cut  short  the  cold  lit,  and 
prevented  the  subsequent  stages  of  the  pa- 
roxysm, sa  that  the  hot  and  sweating  stages 
are  saved.  It  seems  to  operate  by  antici- 
pating the  natural  efforts  of  the  constitu- 
tion, removing  the  internal  congestion,  and 
restoring  the  lost  balance  of  the  circulating 
system. 

4.  That  it  promises  to  be  most  service- 
able in  severe  autumnal  intermit  tents  ;  and 
more  particularly  in  the  pernicious  and  ma- 
lignant fevers,  as  they  are  termed,  of  Italy, 
Holland,  and  other  marshy  couutries,  which 
are  well  kuown  to  be  very  fatal  uader  the 


ordinary  treatment.  In  these  cases  the 
action  of  the  system  cannot  fully  develope 
itself,  in  consequence  of  the  extent  to  which, 
internal  congestion  has  taken  place",  and 
which  this  practice  will  remove. 

6.  Thut  it  may  be  used  with  safely  in  any 
climate  where  the  cold  stage  continues  long 
and  threatens  danger. 

6.  That  bleeding  in  the  cold  stage  is,  at 
all  events,  more  successful  than  in  the  hot 
sta^e,  or  than  in  the  intervals ;  for  although 
I  have  often  seen  bleeding  used  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  with  advantage,  by  miti- 
gating unpleasant  symptoms,  yet  I  have 
never  known  the  subsequent  paroxysm  pre- 
vented by  it. 

7.  The  practice  may  be  adopted  in  the 
first  stage  of  all  fevers. 

8.  If  these  cases  possessed  no  practical 
merit  whatever,  they  promise  to  be  produc- 
tive of  great  advantage  to  medical  science, 
by  destroying  the  very  foundation  of  the 
erroueous  system  of  Cutien.  The  doctrines 
upon  which  this  system  is  founded  have,  to 
this  day,  bewildered  old  and  young  in  the 
profession,  who  think  and  act  only  under 
the  nod  of  authority.  Cullen's  system  has 
been  a  great  bar  to  all  improvement  in  me- 
dicine, and  is  the  principal  cause  of  the 
backward  state  of  pathology  in  this  country. 


Officers.  Men.  Total. 

•  Embarked  on  5th  July,  1809                               1,738  ....  37,481  ....  39,219 

Of  these,  there  were  killed  in  action                            7....  99....  106 

Died  on  service    40  ....    2,041  ....  2,081 

Sent  home  very  ill                                                 20  ....  1,869  ....  1,879 

Deserted  to  the  enemy                                               ....  84  ... .  84 

Discharged                                                               ....  25  ....  25 

Of  these,  there  returned  home  with  the  army     ..  1,671  ....  33,373  ....  35,044 

Of  which  number  were  sick,  on  1st  Feb.,  lalO  ..      217  ....  11,296  ....  11,513 


DIFFERENT  EFFECT  OF  POISON  ON  CARNIVO- 
ROUS AND  HERBIVOROUS  ANIMALS. 

Professor  Ma  yer,  of  Bonn,  found  lately, 
by  a  series  of  experiments,  that  the  extract 
ofcoriaria  myrlifolia  (myrtle-leaved  sumach) 
has  a  poisonous  effect  on  carnivorous  ani- 
mals, an  effect  similar  to  that  of  the  acrid 
vegetable  poisons,  and  particularly  of  menis- 
permum  coculus  (coculus  indicus.)  It  was 
only  known  by  Sauvages  and  Pujadc,  that 
the  berries  of  that  plant,  usually  called  the 
tree  of  tanners,  from  its  use  in  the  south  of 
France,  had  a  poisonous  power.  It  was 
mentioned  also  in  the  Journal  de  Chimie 
Medicale,  September,  1827,  that  the  infu- 
sion of  folia  senna;  parr,  (senna)  with  a 
few  leaves  of  coiiaria  myrtifolia,  pro- 
duced the  death  of  a  man,  who  was  drinking 
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a  great  deal  of  that  infusion.  The  symptoms, 
that  Dr.  Mayer  observed  in  animals  that 
have  been  intoxicated  by  the  extract  of  that 
plant,  are  shortly,  salivation,  vomiturition, 
(even  if  the  extract  is  only  applied  exter- 
nally,) vehement  convulsions,  which  kill 
the  animal  by  exhausting  all  his  nervous 
strength,  because,  in  the  agony,  the  convul- 
sions become  slight;  the  pulse  and  the 
respiration  very  weak  and  interrupted,  the 
animal  grows  quite  cold,  and  dies  quietly. 
It  is  yet  remarkable,  that  a  large  dose  of 
the  extract  of  the  above  plant  has  no 
mortal,  or  even  sensible,  effect  on  herbi- 
vorous animals,  e.  g.  on  rabbits  :  the  extract 
may  be  given  to  them  to  swallow,  or  may 
be  applied  by  a  wound  of  the  skin.  Dogs, 
and  other  carnivorous  animals,  recover  by 
vomiting  the  poison  introduced  into  their 
stomachs. 
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MR.  WARBURTON'S  BILL. 


THE  LANCET. 

London^  Saturday,  March  28,  1 829. 

It  baa  been  objected  to  tbe  measure  which 
Mr.  Wabburton  is  about  to  bring  under 
tbe  consideration  of  Parliament,  tbat,  like 
tbe  bill  for  the  removal  of  Catholic  disabi- 
lities, it  is  the  result  of  intimidation.  Tbe 
Lord  Advocate  declared  tbat,  unless  tbe 
Legislature  adopted  some  measure  for  sup- 
plying tbe  schools  of  anatomy  with  subjects 
from  an  unexceptionable  source,  no  man 
could  take  upon  himself  to  say,  that  there 
would  be  no  renewal  of  the  atrocities  re- 
cently committed  at  Edinburgh ;  and  Mr. 
Peel,  however  disinclined  to  legislate  on  this 
•ubject  before  the  crimes  of  Burke  and  Hare 
bad  been  detected,  zealously  insisted  on 
the  necessity  of  providing  an  immediate 
remedy  for  the  existing  evilg.  Burke  and 
Hare,  therefore,  it  is  said,  are  the  real 
authors  of  tbe  measure,  and  that  which 
would  never  have  been  sanctioned  by  the 
deliberative  wisdom  of  Parliament,  is  about 
to  be  extorted  from  its  fears.  We  have  no 
doubt  tbat  tbe  dread  of  a  repetition  of  tbe 
Edinburgh  atrocities  has  bad  a  powerful 
influence  on  the  minds  of  many  who  are 
now  for  the  first  time  disposed  to  support 
•  measure  for  facilitating  human  dissections, 
and  why,  we  should  be  glad  to  know,  is  so 
just  and  well-founded  a  dread  of  conse- 
quences to  be  stigmatised,  as  an  unworthy 
element  in  the  calculations  of  a  legislator, 
or  where  would  be  the  merit  of  insensibility 
to  the  danger?  The  fear  which  impels 
men  to  avert  evil,  is  a  wise  and  salutary 
fear,  and  it  would  have  been  well  if  this 
fear  had  been  manifested  and  acted  upon 
before  aiiteen  human  beings  had  fallen  vic- 
tims to  tbe  supineness  of  the  Government 
and  the  Legislature.  It  required  no  extra- 
ordinary sagacity  to  foresee,  that  the  worst 
consequences  must  inevitably  result  from 
the  system  of  traffic  between  resurreotionists 


and  anatomists,  which  the  executive  govern- 

ment  has  so  long  suffered  to  exist.  Go- 
vernment is  already,  in  a  great  degree, 
responsible  for  tbe  crime  which  it  has 
fostered  by  its  negligence,  and  even  en- 
couraged by  a  system  of  forbearance ;  for 
connivance  at  a  violation  of  tbe  laws  is 
always  pregnant  with  danger,  and  can  never 
be  justified,  on  the  part  of  the  state,  by  the 
plea  of  expediency,  since,  if  it  be  expedient 
that  a  law  should  be  evaded,  it  must  be  snll 
more  expedient  that  it  should  be  altered. 
But,  now  that  the  dreadful  consequences 
of  tins  negligence  and  connivance  have 
been  made  manifest,  by  how  much  would 
the  responsibility  of  the  Government  be 
increased,  if  it  were  to  neglect  the  means  of 
preventing  a  repetition  of  crimes,  against 
the  commission  of  which  there  exists  no 
sufficient  security,  so  long  as  the  dead  body 
of  a  human  being  is  made  an  article  of 
mercenary  traffic. 

To  prevent  the  murder  of  the  living  for 
the  sake  of  the  price  at  which  their  corpses 
may  be  sold,  should  be  the  first  object  of  the 
Legislature  in  devising  a  remedy  for  tbe  ex- 
isting evils.  This  object  may  be  effected 
either  by  suppressing  dissection  altogether, 
or  by  legalising  the  dissection  of  unclaimed 
bodies ;  and  we  are  not  aware  of  any  other 
way  in  which  it  can  be  effected.  Whether 
it  would  be  possible  to  suppress  dissection 
altogether  in  this  country,  is  a  question 
which  it  is  the  less  necessary  to  consider, 
as  it  seems  to  have  been  conceded  on  all 
hands,  in  the  discussion  on  Mr.  Wabbvb- 
ton's  motion,  that  such  a  question  could 
not  for  a  moment  be  entertained.  Anatomy, 
it  was  admitted,  must  be  protected  and 
encouraged,  and  as  dissection  was  necessary 
to  the  due  prosecution  of  anatomical  studies, 
it  followed  that  the  practice  of  dissection 
must  be  protected,  and,  under  due  regula- 
tions, encouruged.  In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons no  opposition  has  been  made,  or  seems 
likely  to  be  made,  to  the  principle  of 
Mr.  Wabbubton's  bill;  but  the 
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has  been  strongly  opposed  in  lome  of  the 
public  journals,  on  the  score  of  the  outrage 
which  it  is  supposed  to  offer  to  the  feelings 
of  the  community.    We  have  already  slated 
that  we  should  consider  the  measure  most 
objectionable  in  principle,  if  unaccompanied 
by  the  repeal  of  the  clause  in  the  act  of 
Gto.  II.,  which  makes  dissection  a  part  of 
the  punishment  for  the  crime  of  murder; 
and  we  hare  admitted  that  the  hill  involves 
some  decree  of  hardship  upon  the  poor, 
which  is  inseparable  from  the  difficulty  of 
legislating  on  this  subject.    But,  admitting 
that  r.o  legislative  measure  for  regulating  the 
practice  of  dissection,  can  be  wholly  recon- 
ciled with  the  feelings  of  the  community,  is 
it  a  sound  conclusion  that  the  practice  of 
dissection  should  be  suppressed  ?    If  the 
appropriation  even  of  unclaimed  bodies  to 
the  purposes  of  science  be  a  measure  too 
shocking  to  humanity  to  be  tolerated,  there 
is  no  alternative  but  the  suppression  of 
dissection.     After  the  horrors  disclosed 
at  Edinburgh  no  man  in  or  out  of  Par- 
liament, we  presume,  is  prepared  to  say 
that  things  may  be  suffered  to  go  on  as  they 
are,  or  that  it  would  not  be  highly  criminal 
in  the  Legislature  to  neglect  taking  some 
decisive  step,  for  putting  an  end  to  the  traffic 
between  resurrectionists  and  anatomists. 
We  have  never  been  wanting  in  real  to 
promote  the  interests  of  medical  science, 
and  we  are  most  anxious  to  see  due  facilities 
afforded  to  the  study  of  anatomy,  and  to  the 
practice  of  dissection  ;  but  we  cannot  take 
so  ultra -professional  a  view  of  the  question 
as  to  suppose,  with   some  contemporary 
writers,  that  dissection  is  one  of  those  ne- 
cessaries of  the  social  system,  of  which  the 
Legislature  could  no  more  cut  off  the  supply 
than  it  could  put  down  the  practice  of  dining. 

Detestable  aud  dangerous,"  says  a 
writer  in  the  Westmimler  Review,  "  as  is  the 
character  of  those  men,  (the  resurrection- 
is^,)  detestable  and  odious  as  is  their  trade, 
still  loth  mnst  be  tolerated,  unless  some  bet- 
ter mode  of  obtaining  subjects  be  devised. 
Dissection  mutt  be  practised  ;  the  wants  of 
the  community  imperiously  demand  it,  and 


always  will  demand  it ;  society  can  no  more 
go  on  without  the  supply  of  subjects  for  the 
anatomist,  than  it  can  go  on  without  the 
supply  of  corn  for  food." 

Arguments  of  this  extravagant  descrip- 
tion never  aid  a  cause;  by  attempting  to 
prove  too  much,  the  writer  proves  nothing. 
It  is  not  true,  that  the  necessity  which  exists 
for  the  practice  of  dissection  is  a  necessity 
of  such  a  description  as  this  writer  repre- 
sents it,  nor  can  there  be  any  doubt  that  it 
would  be  practicable  for  the  Legislature,  by 
dint  of  severe  penal  enactments  against  the 
purchasers,  as  well  as  against  the  vendors  of 
dead  bodies,  to  render  the  practice  of  dissec- 
tion so  hszardous,  as  nearly  to  effect  its  sup- 
pression.   And  if  there  were  no  other  way 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  traffic  between 
resurrectionists   and  anatomists— if  there 
were  no  other  means  of  putting  down  an 
organised  gang  of  thieves  and  burglars,  and 
protecting  the  lives  of  the  public  against 
assassination,  can  any  man,  whose  view  of 
this  questiou  is  not  distorted  by  a  professional 
obliquity  of  vision,  doubt  that  the  Legis- 
lature would  be  justified  in  submitting  to 
the  lesser  evil,  for  the  sake  of  accomplishing 
the  incomparably  greater  good  1  Happily, 
the  substantial  interests  of  the  community 
are  perfectly  reconcileable  with  the  progress 
of  medical  science,  and  with  the  encourage- 
ment which  is  justly  due  to  the  study  of 
anatomy.    If  provision  be  made  for  ths 
decent  interment  of  all  unclaimed  bodies, 
which  may  be  devoted  to  dissection,  and  if 
one  of  the  most  serious  objections  to  the 
principle  of  Mr.  Warbcrton's  bill,  be 
removed  by  the  repeal  of  the  clause  in  the 
act  of  Geo.  II.,  the  measure,  if  not  wholly 
palatable  to  the  people,  will  at  least,  we 
trust,  be  acquiesced  in,  as  one  which  is 
not  only  called  for  by  the  demands  of 
science,  but  which,  under    existing  cir- 
cumstances, is  best  calculated  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  crime.  Non  professional  writers, 
who  contend  that  the  demand  for  subjects  is 
occasioned  rather  by  the  decline  than  by  the 
advance  of  anatomical  science ;  aud  that  if 
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it  were  not  fox  the  indolence  and  ignorance 
of  modern  students,  anatomy  might  be 
learned  from  written  treatises,  without  the 

* 

practice  of  dissection,  should  hear  in  mind 
that  it  is  but  fair  to  give  due  weight  to  the 
evidence  of  every  artist  in  his  particular 
craft  or  calling.  Cuiqtie  sua  arte  credendum 
est,  should  be  a  rule  in  controversy,  as  it  is  a 
maxim  in  law.  Now  all  the  members  of  the 
medical  profession  examined  before  the 
Parliamentary  Committee,  and  all  medical 
writers  on  the  subject,  have  concurred  in  the 
opinion,  that  a  knowledge  of  anatomy  is  not 
to  be  attained  without  the  practice  of  dissec- 
tion. Hence  it  is  obvious,  that  if  dissection 
were  suppressed,  or  laid  under  great  dis- 
couragement, many  lives  would  be  lost, 
which  might  be  saved  by  the  skilful  perfor- 
xnance  of  surgical  operations.  Cases  may 
be  imagined  in  which  the  feelings  of  sur- 
viving relatives  would  be  wounded  by  the 
dissection  or  the  bodies  of  paupers,  which 
such  relatives  were  not  in  a  situation  to 
claim  ;  but  such  cases  would  surely  not  be 
entitled  to  so  much  sympathy  as  those  in 
which  the  lives  of  the  poor  would  be  lost  for 
want  of  proper  surgical  assistance,  which 
must  soon  be  of  frequent  occurrence,  if  the 
study  of  anatomy,  and  the  practice  of  dis- 
section, be  generally  discouraged.  Legisla- 
tion constantly  presents  only  a  choice  of 
evils,  and  the  wisdom  of  legislators  is 
evinced  in  selecting  that  which  is  counter- 
acted or  redeemed  by  the  greatest  propor- 
tion of  good.  It  may  be  a  hardship  on  the 
poor  to  subject  their  bodies  to  the  process 
of  dissection  before  burial ;  but  may  it  not 
ultimately  be  a  greater  injury  to  the  poor  to 
discourage  a  science,  the  decline  of  which 
would  have  the  effect  of  consigning  many  of 
them  to  an  untimely  grave  ?  Let  it  be  re- 
collected, too,  that  the  supposed  injury  to  the 
dead  exists  only  in  the  imagination  of  the 
survivor ;  while,  by  cutting  short  the  term  of 
existence,  a  real  and  substantial  injury  may 
be  done  to  the  living.  "A  live  drummer,"  said 
Napoleon,  "  is  better  than  a  dead  emperor." 


Admitting,  with  those  who  take  an  exclu- 
sively sentimental  view  of  this  question, 
that  the  dissection  of  the  dead  body  is  shock- 
ing to  the  feelings,  is  not  the  prolongation  of 
human  life  a  good  for  which  it  is  worth 
while  to  pay  the  price  of  dissection? 
Would  any  rational  man  hesitate  between 
the  alternative  of  a  shorter  life  and  burial  of 
his  unviolated  remains,  and  a  longer  life  at 
the  expense  of  dissection  after  death  ?  or, 
would  he  hesitate  in  making  an  election  for 
the  prolongation  of  life  at  the  price  of  dis- 
section, in  the  case  of  those  who  were  near- 
est and  dearest  to  himl  Now  the  evil 
or  inconvenience  which  men  would  submit 
to  for  the  sake  of  procuring  a  greater  good  in 
their  own  case,  or  in  the  case  of  their  near- 
est connexions,  the  stale  may  surely  impose, 
without  incurring  the  charge  of  inhumanity. 
We  may  add,  too,trrat  the  horror  with  which 
the  process  of  dissection  is  supposed  to  be 
regarded  by  the  people  of  this  country ,  has 
been  greatly  exaggerated.  Was  any  such 
horror  manifested,  when  a  course  of  anatomi- 
cal lectures  was  delivered  two  years  ago,  at 
the  Mechanics*  Institution,  by  Dr.  Birk- 
beck,  and  when  the  parts  of  the  human  body 
were  demonstrated,  in  the  open  theatre, 
night  after  night,  on  the  dead  subject  t 
Never  was  a  course  of  lectures,  at  that  Insti- 
tution, more  numerously  and  regularly  at- 
tended, or  listened  to  with  deeper  interest 
and  more  profound  attention.  The  experi- 
ment proved,  in  a  most  striking  manner,  how 
speedily  the  popular  prejudices  against  dis- 
section gave  way  to  the  interest  excited  in 
the  minds  of  upwards  of  seven  hundred 
mechanics,  by  a  skilful  exposition  of  the  dif- 
ferent structures  of  the  human  body. 

We  must  again,  with  all  deference,  press 
upon  Mr.  Warburton's  attention,  the  ex- 
pediency of  cutting  up  hy  the  roots  every 
species  of  traffic  in  the  dead  bodies  of  our 
fellow-countrymen.  Let  all  unclaimed  bo- 
dies, which  are  to  be  made  available  for  the 
purposes  of  science,  be  conveyed  to,  and 
distributed  by,  an  officer  in  the  pay  of  Go- 
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der  consideration,  can  only  be  equalled  by 


to  those  of  the  chef  des  truvaux  anatomiques  at  |  the  unprincipled  anxiety  they  have  shown 
Pans;  and  let  it  be  expressly  provided  that  in  the  support  and  diffusion  of  quackery. 

>Ve  shall  not  state  whether  these  remarks 


have  been  elicited  from  us  in  consequence 


no  money  be  received  for  them.  Such  a 
provision  would  remove  one  of  the  strongest 

objections  which  has  been  made  to  the  1 0f  perusing  M^CIa'rk^'  ™k,TXtner 
measure,  namely,  that  it  is  a  bill  for  *Uing  |  they  1)ave  been  8uggested  by  ^  conduct  q£ 

some  of  that  class  of  practitioners  to  which 
the  author  belongs. 

"  But,"  says  Mr.  Clark  in  his  preface, 
"  as  mony  persons  have  lately  began  to 
announce  the  discovery  of  cements,  for  the 
cure  of  toothach,  and  as  there  are  various 
processes  which,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent, 
may  he  confounded  with  the  one  pursued  by 
the  author,  in  the  following  treatise,  he  con- 
ceives that  it  is  hut  doing  common  justice, 
both  to  the  public  and  himself,  in  taking 
this  opportunity  to  stale,  that  he  first  began 
to  apply  successfully  an  anodyne  cement  for 
the  cure  of  toothach,  towards  the  close  of 
the  year  18*5.    That  shortly  afterwards, 
while  residing  in  King-street,  and,  subse- 
quently, in  Percy- street,  he  annouuced  his 
discovery  by  repeated  advertisements  ;  that 
until  the  year  1828,  no  individual  had  ever 
applied  the  term  cement  to  any  substance 
used  for  stopping  teeth  ;  as,  did  occasion 
call  for  such  proof,  he  could  satisfactorily 
attest;  that  the  anodyne  cement  is  not,  and 
never  was  intended  as,  a  permanent  stopping 
for  teeth,  but  simply  as  allaying  pain,  and 
destroying  the  sensibility  of  tender  teeth, 
and  thereby  permitting  them  to  he  cleaned 
and  stopped  with  gold,  or  other  foil,  without 


the  bodies  of  the  poor  for  the  benefit  of  the 
rich.  Let  the  sale  of  dead  bodies  be  declared 
unlawful,  and  the  buyers  of  the  m  suhiected 
to  the  same  severity  of  punishment  as  the 
sellers.  At  present,  the  anatomist  separates 
his  case  from  that  of  the  body  snatcher,  by 
a  defence  similar  to  that  conveyed  in  the 
words    wherein  King  William  distin- 
guished between  a  constitutioual  accep- 
tance,  and  a  tyrannical    assumption,  of 
the  crown,  Recepi,  non  rapui.    '« The  plain 
English  of  this,"  said  Dean  Swift,  "  is  that 
the  receiver  is  as  bad  as  the  thief;"  and 
common  sense  suggests  to  us,  that,  if  there 
be  no  receivers  of  stolen  or  murdered  bo- 
dies, the  grave  will  be  secure   from  out- 
rage, and  the  living  from  assassination. 


A  New  System  of  Treating  Human  Teeth.  By 
J.  Paterson  Clark.    London,  Long 
man. 

Op  all  the  diseases  to  which  the  human  frame 
is  liable,  there  are  none  more  common  than 
the  affections  of  the  teeth,  and  their  relative 
parts.  The  young  and  the  old,  the  rich  and 
the  poor,  are  all,  more  or  less,  the  victims 
of  these  maladies ;  which,  when  unattended 
to,  or  subjected  to  the  manipulations  of 
ignorant  and  illiterate  pretenders,  not  un 
frequently  lay  the  foundation  for  some  of 
the  most  appalling,  malignant,  and  fatal  dis- 
eases. It  has  been  as  unfortunate  for  the 
science  of  dentistry,  as  it  has  becu  for  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  public,  that  this 
department  of  the  healing  art  should  often 
have  been  consigned  to  the  care  of  a  set  of 
unlicensed  and  rapacious  practitioners.whose 


paiu 

Now,  as  Mr.  Clark  has  not  disclosed  the 
composition  of  this  wonderful  anodyne  ce- 
ment, we  may  venture  to  predict  that  it  is  as 
useless  to  his  patients  as  his  book  is  worth- 
less to  the  profession;  and  that  the  preten- 
sions of  the  author,  therefore,  as  pompously 
displayed  in  said  work,  may  be  fairly  re- 
garded as  puff,  puff,  puff! 


COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS. 
Monday,  March  23,  1829. 


POST-JUORTF.M  EXAMINATION  OP  THE  CELE- 
BRATED  DR.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON. 

The  meeting  this  evening  was  very  fully 
attended.    Dr.  Koberts  presided. 
A  paper  was  read,  the  production  of  Dr. 
consummate  ,gnorance  of  the  diseases  un.  I  Charles  Mansfield  Clarke,  on  the  efficacy  of 
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dashing  cold  water  on  the  faces  of  patients 
labouring  under  obstinate,  nervous,  and  con- 
vulsive attacks.  Many  experiments  bad 
proved  its  usefulness. 

The  second  paper,  read  by  Dr.  Wilson, 
■was  one  of  extraordinary  interest.  It  was  a 
paper  found  by  Dr.  Wilson,  among  his 
father's  (Dr.  James  Wilson's)  MSS.,  de- 
tailing the  post-mortem  examination  of  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson.  The  parti- 
culars of  the  examination,  conducted  by  Dr. 
James  Wilson,  Dr.  Cruikshanks,  and  an- 
other,  a  few  hours  after  Dr.  Johnson's  death, 
hare  uever  before  been  published,  and  the 
paper  was  listened  to  with  great  interest. 
From  the  document,  it  would  seem  that  the 
learned  Doctor  was,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
cause  of  his  own  death.    He  was  afflicted 
much  with  the  dropsy,  and  having  been  dis- 
appointed in  seeing  his  medical  adviser  so 
soon  as  he  expected,  he  procured  a  lancet, 
and  opened  bis  legs  himself,  but  produced  a 
rapid  flow  of  blood,  which  in  a  few  hours 
caused  death.  By  the  post  mortem  examination, 
it  appeared  that  one  of  the  Doctor's  kidneys 
bad  been  so  much  diseased  as  to  have  caused 
it  to  shiink  to  the  size  of  a  bean.   The  other 
kidney  was  perfectly  healthy.   The  Doctor 
was  never  known  to  complain  of  any  pain  in 
bis  kidneys.  The  second  remarkable  feature 
was  a  great  reduction  in  one  of  the  testes, 
which  was  considerably  shrunk ;  the  other 
perfectly  healthy.   The  heart  of  the  Doctor 
had  considerably  enlarged,  and  was  much 
larger  than  that  usually  possessed  by  man, 
and  in  a  state  of  perfect  health.  It  is  some- 
what extraordinary  that  the  post-mortem  ex- 
amination did  not  extend  to  the  head. 

The  third  paper  was  a  detail  of  the  opera- 
tion of  lithotomy  on  a  horse,  by  a  member 
of/ the  Royal  Veterinary  College. 


LONDON  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 
Monday,  March  23,  1829. 

GENERAL  MEETING 

To  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  allow- 
ing or  disalLnomg  the  Reporting  of  the  So- 
ciety's Proceedings. 

Thomas  Callaway,  Esq.,  President,  in  the 
Chair. 

This  was  a  General  Meeting,  called  ex* 
pressly  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  voice 
of  the  Society  taken  upon  the  subject  of  re- 
porting.  The  meeting  was  to  have  taken 
place  at  seven  instead  of  eight  o'clock,  but 
owing  to  some  misunderstanding  as  to  the 
time,  very  few  of  the  members  assembled 
till  eight. 

Before  the  business  of  the  Society  had  pro* 


ceeded  far,  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded, 
that  visiters  should  he  admitted  to  hear  the 
discussion  of  the  night.  Several  spoke  pro  and 
con  upon  the  question.  Admission  had  never 
yet  been  given  to  visiters  at  general  meet- 
ings, but  it  was  competent  for  any  member 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  Society  npon  this  as 
well  as  upon  any  other  question,  at  Buch  a 
meeting.    In  the  result  the  motion  was  lost. 

Dr.  Clutterbuck's  motion  was  to  the 
effect,  "  That  the  Society  does  not  recognise, 
nor  in  any  degree  sanction,  the  reporting  of 
its  weekly  proceedings."  The  Doctor  sup- 
ported this  resolution  in  a  lengthened  speech. 
He  contended  that  reporting  was  against  the 
rules  of  the  Society  (which,  by-the-by,  has 
the  power  of  making  within  itself,  any  rules 
whatever,  ad  libitum).  That  the  Society  was 
orginated  for  the  purpose  of  having  confi- 
dential statements  made  to  it  j  that  it  was 
impossible  for  gentlemen  acting  as  reporters, 
not  to  have  a  feeling  on  the  subject  before 
them,  that  they  could  not  remain  unbiassed, 
that  the  reports  consequently  could  not  be 
sent  forth  to  the  public  fairly,  fully,  and  im- 
partially, and  that  under  such  circumstances 
if  reporting  were  to  be  sanctioned  and  per- 
mitted to  go  on,  the  originally  intended  con- 
fidential statements  would  be  withheld,  and 
the  Society  injured. 

Mr.  Proctor  warmly  seconded  the  mo- 
tion. 

Dr.  Cholmondely  was  decidedly  in 
favour  of  reporting.  He  admitted  it  was 
impossible  to  give  a  full  report ;  and,  indeed, 
he  thought  a  fall  report,  even  could  it  be 
given,  was  not  called  for.  A  fair  and  im- 
partial statement  of  what  transpired,  it  was 
competent  for  a  reporter  to  give,  which 
he  had  always  thought,  and  would  continue 
to  think,  had  been,  and  would  go  on  to  be, 
useful  to  the  public,  and  advantageous  to 
the  Society.  It  was  not  likely  that  any 
thing  of  a  confidential  nature,  and  relating 
only  to  the  Society  or  its  affairs,  could  be  in- 
jured by  reporting.  Reporting  would  tend 
to  prevent  many  desultory,  useless,  and 
uninteresting  conversations,  hence  the 
short  time  allowed  for  bringing  forward 
subjects  of  importance  would  be  husbanded, 
and  in  this,  as  well  as  in  many  other  ways, 
the  Society  would  be  benefited  by  reporting. 

Mr.  Gossktt  agreed  with  the  last  speaker. 
Had  the  subject  of  reporting  come  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Society  at  its  earliest 
formation,  or  at  the  commencement  of  re- 
porting, he  probably  should  have  opposed 
it,  but  as  circumstances  now  existed,  he  con- 
sidered that  if  the  reporting  of  the  Society's 
proceedings  were  to  be  put  an  end  to,  the 
Society  itself  would,  in  all  probability,  very 
soon  be  demolished.  He  should  give  fair 
and  impartial  reporting  his  support. 

Dr.  Shearman  regarded  the  present  sys- 
tem of  reporting  aft  holding  out  encourage- 


Digitized  by  Google 


MEDICAL  REPORTING.— WHITE  BLOOD. 


ment  for  young  men  (which  they  availed 
themselves  of)  to  bring  forward  to  the  notice 
of  the  Society)  many  cases  in  which  there 
was  nothing  essentially  interesting  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  their  names  brought  be- 
fore the  notice  of  the  public,  while  more 
experienced  individuals  were  prevented  by 
this,  from  relating  the  results  of  their  la  • 
hours. 

Mr.  Lord  was  a  foe  to  reporting.  It 
might  he  that  a  medical  man  might  give  a 
mistaken  opinion  on  a  case  during  life,  that 
this  judgment  might  be  corrected  by  a  jmt- 
mortem  inspection,  and  the  whole  being  de- 
tailed to  the  Society,  through  the  medium 
of  the  press,  it  might  all  come  before  the 
eyes  of  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  and  cause 
confidence  in  the  practitioner  to  be  lost ! 

Mr.  Kingdon  made  a  grave  speech,  against 
reporting. 

Dr.  James  Johnstone  had  lost  the  oppor- 
tunity of  continuing  to  attend  a  famil)  en- 
tirely through  reporting.  He  considered 
that  reporting  might  work  mischief  in  more 
ways  than  this,  and,  therefore,  should  give 
his  vote  for  any  thing  calculated  to  lead  to  its 
suppression. 

Mr.  Salmon  scoffed  at  this  apparent  argu- 
ment. He  had  actually  just  been  in  conver- 
sation with  a  gentleman  on  whose  testi- 
mony he  could  rely,  and  who  had  assured 
him,  that  but  for  having  read  in  Tup.  Lancet 
the  discussions  of  that  Society  on  the  happy 
use  of  the  secale  cornutum,  six  mothert  must 
have  perished  (and  probably  their  offspring 
too),  but  who,  by  the  judicious  use  of  that 
medicine,  as  recommended  in  some  speeches 
in  Tu  e  Lancet,  had  been  saved.  After  this, 
he  knew  not  how  any  gentleman,  who  had 
the  preservation  of  life  and  health  at  heait, 
could  vote  against  reportiug. 

Dr.  Ramadge,  Mr.  Waller,  Mr.  Ashwell, 
Mr.  Lloyd,  Mr.  Shearly,  Dr.  Blick,  and 
some  others,  pledged  themselves  to  support, 
to  their  utmost,  reportiug.  looking  upon  it  as 
both  useful  to  the  Society  and  the  public. 

Others  having  spoken  against  it,  the  bal- 
lot box  was  at  length  seut  round. 

One  gentleman  would  not  give  his  vote 
(a  friend  to  the  liberty  of  the  press)  because 
he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  sentiments. 

Another  gentleman  who  meant  to  vote  in 
favour  of  reporting,  was  too  late  in  present- 
ing himself,  and,  therefore,  his  vote  was  re- 
fused. 

The  President  (who  conducted  himself 
throughout  the  rather  noisy  evening  with 
the  utmost  impartiality,  and  very  properly 
abstained  from  giving  any  opinion  during  the 
discussion  of  the  question,  so  as  to  attempt 
to  bias  members  one  way  or  the  other)  hav- 
ing counted  the  ballots,  declared  the  numbers 
to  be 


For  Dr.  Clutterbuck's  motion  •  22 

Against  it  22 

Loud  cries  now  issued  from  every  quarter 
of  th  e  room  for  the  President  to  exercise  his 
right,  in  giving  the  casting  vote. 

The  President,  then,  without  hesitation, 
having  been  assured  that,  by  the  rules  of  the 
Society,  it  rested  with  him  to  decide  the  ques- 
tion by  his  voice,  said,  that  however  unplea- 
sant it  might  be  for  him  to  differ  from  Dr. 
Clutterbuck's  views,  yet  he  looked  upon  re- 
porting as  esseutialJy  useful  both  to  the 
Society  and  the  public,  and  consequently 
felt  himself  bound  lo  give  his  vote  in  favour 
of  it. 

The  subject  was  then  desired  to  be  taken 
into  the  hands  of  the  Council.and  the  Society 
broke  up. 


REMARKS  ON  MB.  8111'TE's  COMMUNICATION 
ON  A  CURIOUS  APPEARANCE  OP  TUB 
BLOOD. 

To  the  Editor  of'Ynz  Lancbt, 
Hocc  scripsi  uon  otii  abundantia,sed  amoria  erga  te. 

On  a  perusal  of  the  last  volume  of  your 
j  spirited  and  independent  Journal,  which, 
in  consequeuce  of  some  untoward  circum- 
stance, did  not  reach  me  till  last  month,  I 
was  uot  a  little  surprised,  as  well  as  amused, 
at  meeting  the  following  communication 
from  the  pen  of  your  very  intelligent  cor- 
respondent, Mr.  Shule,  of  Watford,  p.  630. 

A  mau  came  to  him  with  pains  in  his 
head,  chest,  and  back ;  he  advised  him  to 
lose  blood  ;  seven  ounces  were  taken,  and 
Mr.  Shute  transmits  the  account  in  conse- 
quence of  the  "  novelty  of  the  peculiar  ap- 
pearances which  followed  its  abstraction. 
Before  the  arm  was  tied  up,  the  blood  as- 
sumed a  peculiarly  white  hue,  obliterating 
altogether  the  appearance  that  blood  had 
been  drawn  ;  fur  it  resembled  a  basin  of 
milk  more  than  any  thing  else."  This  "  odd 
appearance  "  induced  Mr.  Shute  to  take  five 
ounces  more,  and  then  one  ounoe  more, 
which  had  the  same  character.  As  the 
blood  cooled,  the  whitenm  increased,  aud 
the  crassamentum  assumed  a  type  of  inflam- 
matory covering,  and  it  became  of  a  livid 
hue,  less,  in  proportionate  quantity,  than 
the  serum.  , 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  to  me  it  appears  not  a 
little  extraordinary,  that  you,  who,  upon 
most  occasions,  have  exhibited  so  great  a 
degree  of  discrimination  in  the  selection  of 
matter  for  youi  periodical,  should  not  have 
more  carefully  perused  Mr.  Shute's  com- 
munication before  you  gave  it  insertion, 
unless  you  were  influenced  with -the  hope 
of  receiving  a  reply  from  aome  of  your 
numerous  readers.  Considering  the  num- 
ber of  celebrated  physiologists  that  have 
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devoted  their  time  and  attention  to  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  properties  of  the  hlood — 
the  most  important  fluid  in  the  animal 
machine — that  fluid  which  is  the  nourisher  of 
the  frame,  and  from  which  all  tbe  secretions 
are  derived  ;  it  will  not  readily  be  credited 
that  such  a  soidisant  philosopher  as  Mr. 
Shute  could  have  discovered  any  phenome- 
non relative  to  the  properties  of  this  vital 
fluid,  that  was  not  previously  well  known 
to  every  tyro  in  tho  profession,  of  the 
most  ordinary  capacity.  Your  correspondent, 
after  making  some  common  observations  on 
the  coagulation  of  the  blood,  proceeds  to 
state,  that  "  as  I  never  met  with  an  instance 
of  the  kind  before,  and  find  only  two  cases, 
recorded  by  Hewson,  as  something  similar, 
1  intend  to  repeat  the  bleeding  at  the  end 
of  a  week,  in  order  to  afford  another  speci- 
men of  so  curious  an  appearance."  Thus, 
Mr.  Editor,  singular  enough,  does  it  appear 
to  me  that  Mr.  Shute,  not  quite  satisfied  at 
the  recovery  of  his  patient  after  the  first 
bleeding,  states  his  determination  of  per- 
forming a  second  and  unnecessary  operation 
at  the  expiration  of  a  week,  merely  in  order, 
as  he  says  himself,  to  afford  another  specimen 
of  Mood  of'  to  curious  an  appearance.  From 
what  cause  Mr.  Shute  was  unable  to  find  a 
number  of  cases  on  record  in  which  the 
blood  presented  the  appearances  under  con- 
sideration,  I  am  unable  to  comprehend, 
unless  I  attribute  it  to  his  intellectual  fa- 
culty for  marvellousness  having  far  out- 
stripped his  industry  in  the  pursuit  of  medi- 
cal research.  On  referring  to  Mr.  Hewson's 
experimental  inquiry  into  the  properties  of 
the  blood,  I  find  that  this  great  man  has 
devoted  a  whole  chapter  to  this  subject,  in 
which,  after  having  referred  to  a  number  of 
authors  that  have  recorded  cases,  he  relates 
six  cases  himself,  and  likewise  says  that  he 
heard  of  the  same  appearance  having  been 
observed  by  the  learned  Sir  John  Pringle, 
Dr.  Pitcairn,  Dr.  Hunter,  Dr.  Watson,  Dr. 
Bromfield,  Dr.  Garthshore,  and  Dr.  Fother- 
gill  of  Northampton.    I  shall  here,  for  Mr. 
Shute '8  information,  refer  to  a  few  more 
authors  where  he  may  readily  find  some 
cases  recorded,  and  at  the  same  time  satisfy 
himself  that  he  has  not  the  remotest  claim 
to  be  considered  the  discoverer  of  this  phe- 
nomenon— a  phenomenon  that  has  been 
noticed  by  authors  out  of  number,  from 
Hippocrates  down  to  the  present  time. 
There  are  in  Morgagni  two  instances,*  in 
Tulpb.  one,-f*  in  the  Philosophical  Trans- 
actions some  instances, J  in  Sekenekius's 
Observations  two  cases  are  related  from 
other  authors, ||  in  the  twenty- fifth  volume 


of  the  London  Medical  Repository,  four 
cases  are  mentioned,  in  the  fourth  volume 
of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Review  some 
cases  ;  and  this  white  appearance  of  the 
blood  is  also  mentioned  by  Dr.  V enables,  in 
his  work  on  dropsy.  In  concluding  the 
few  observations  I  have  felt  myself  called 
upon  to  make,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Shute's  com- 
munication, I  would  seriously  entreat  him  to 
keep  in  mind  the  remark  of  the  celebrated 
Hooker  "  that  an  uncultivated  mind,  like 
unmanured  ground,  will  soon  be  overrun 
with  weeds." 

1  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Narrator  Verl-s. 


•  Morgagni  Ep.  xlix.  Art.  ii'2. 

t  Tulpb.  Obs.  lib.  i.  cap.  A8. 

t  Philosoph.  Transact.  Nos.  100  and  142. 

it  Sekenekii.  Obs.  lib.  iii. 


ON  THE  EXPANSION  OF  THE  HORSES  FOOT. 

Jiy  Mr.  G.  Clark,  Veterinary  Surgeon. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Lancet. 

Sir, — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a 
letter  that  receutly  appeared  in  your  pages, 
from  the  pen  of  a  Veterinary  Surgeon,  who, 
as  it  were  in  despair,  has  had  the  boldness, 
I  may  say  the  effrontery,  to  deny  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  horse's  foot. 

This  assertion,  and  the  "  experiments," 
as  they  ate  called,  by  which  he  attempts  to 
substantiate  it,  would  have  deserved  no  re- 
ply from  me,  had  it  not  been  followed  by 
another  letter,  (p.  685,)  of  very  high  pre- 
tensions to  superior  knowledge  aud  success 
in  practice  ;  hence,  lest  any  of  )Our  readers 
should  suppose  that  his  arguments  are  un- 
answerable, I  ahall  offer  a  few  observations 
respecting  them. 

In  order  to  overthrow,  or  set  aside,  the 
clear  proofs  of  its  expansive  powers,  which 
anatomy  and  every-day  experience  afford  to> 
all  who  have  investigated  the  subject,  Mr. 
Caleb  Morgan  thinks  it  enough  to  report  the 
results  of  certain  equivocal  trials  made  with 
the  calipers,  by  himself  and  a  mathematical 
friend,  on  the"  feet  of  some  young  horses. 
Nubia  had  stated,  in  the  Sporting  Magazine, 
that  the  foot  would  expand  considerably 
under  the  weight  of  the  horse,  when  quietly 
standing  with  one  leg  raised  from  the  ground. 
Mr.  Morgan  states  that  this  did  not  take 
place  in  the  feet  that  he  tried,  and  therefore 
denies  the  expansive  quality  in  toto.  Now, 
I  without  refusing  some  degree  of  credit  to 
both  of  those  statements,  we  must  remem- 
ber that  it  is  not  every  one  who  can  make 
an  experiment  properly,  and  also  that  tbe 
result  depends  very  much  ou  the  manner  in 
which  it  is  done,  and  that  nothing  is  easier 
than  to  make  an  experiment  not  succeed 
when  we  wish  a  different  result. 

That  this  organ  is  naturally  elastic  there 
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ean  be  do  doubt,  since  we  see,  in  its  compo- 1  fraught  with  proof  sufficient  of  the  existence 
nent  parts,  machinery  expressly  for  this  pur- 
pose, the  frog  being  obviously  given  to  fulfil 
this  office  ;  and  in  an  experiment  made  with 
care,  by  Mr.  Brucy  Clark  himself,  in  the 
presence  of  Lord  Morton,  this  expansion 
was  most  apparent 


and  necessity  of  this  indispensable  principle 
k  oil  feet ;  but  as  it  is  impossible,  especially 
for  Mr.  Caleb  Morgan,  and  those  who  are  by 
inclination  blind,  to  see  this  expansion 
when  the  animal  is  trotting  or  galloping', 
and  equully  impossible  to  calculate  the  in- 


This  is  nn  experiment  (requiring  some  de- !  creased  force  with  which  by  such  momen- 
gree  of  skill,  and,  if  not  well  performed,  very  ,  turn  it  meets  the  ground,  which  must  be 


inconclusive),  which  would  succeed  when 
tried  on  full-grown  and  elastic  feet  ;  in  the 
cart  horse  it  might  possibly  fail,  from  the 
thickness  and  rigidity  of  the  horn,  and  also 
in  the  young  colt,  from  the  imperfect  de- 
velopment of  the  elastic  parts,  and,  most 
curiously,  Mr.  Morgan  has  selected  this  sort 
of  foot  for  the  purpose  of  his  experiment; 
had  he  known  how  to  conduct  it  properly, 
and  token  a  full-grown  foot,  he  would  have 
found  a  different  result. 

With  regard  to  the  general  question,  I 
know  not  whether  to  attribute  it  to  the  dul- 
ness  of  his  perceptions,  or  to  the  "  mist" 
which  he  says  "  envelopes  the  subject,"  that 
he  "  never  could  discover  this  much  talked  of 
expansion,  or  opening  and  collapsingof  the 
foot  of  the  horse."  1  beg  leave  to  ask  this 
gentleman  if  he  has  never  seen  a  horse  come 
up  from  grass,  without  shoes,  with  feet  half 
or  three  quarters  of  an  inch  wider  than  they 
were  before  ?  Hus  he  never  seen  the  heels 
of  a  common  shoe  rubbed  bright,  by  the 
ineffectual  attempts  of  the  foot  to  expand  in 
spite  of  the  nnits?  And,  above  all,  has  he 
never  applied  his  thumb  and  finger  to  the 
heels  of  a  well-worn,  expansion  shoe,  and 
seen  the  shoe  and  foot  collapsing  and  ex- 
panding under  the  operation  ?  If  lie  has  not 
done  this,  let  him  do  it  the  first  opportunity, 
and  it  will  lead  to  a  discovery  which  it  seems 
he  could  not  make  before. 

The  above  are  evidences  of  the  expansive 
nature  of  the  foot,  that  have  come  under  the 
observation  of  most  men,  and  are  easilv 
comprehended  by  even  the  meanest  groom rs 
capacity.  But  there  are  others,  drawn  from 
a  consideration  of  its  anatomical  structure, 
which  1  had  almost  forgotten  to  adduce,  for 
his  assertions  are  such  as  to  make  us  forget 
that  he  is  a  veterinary  practitioner,  who  has 
actually  dissected  the  foot,  and  in  so  doing 
could  hardly  have  avoided  perceiving,  when 
it  had  been  once  pointed  out  to  him,  the 
elastic  principle  that  pervades  it. 

For  example,  could  he  not  discover  that 
it  was  cleft  posteriorly  beyond  its  centre, 
and  was  filled  up  by  a  highly  elastic  organ, 
rendered  still  more  so  by  a  series  of  arches 
forming  somewhat  the  figuro  of  an  inverted 
w  (  \\),  all  having  the  obvious  office  of  ex- 
pansion, and  power  of  dilatation  ]  Can  he 
tell  us  for  what  purpose  the  frog  was  given, 
being  an  elastic  substance,  nearly  as  much 
so  as  Indian  rubber,  if  it  was  not  to  expand 
under  the  weight?    lu  fact,  the  foot  is 


many  times  that  of  the  mere  weight;  so  we 
are  forced  to  draw  such  conclusions  from 
the  structure  of  the  part,  and  the  apparent 
intentions  of  nature.  And  how  much  greater 
is  it  then,  than  while  standing  in  a  state  of 
perfect  rest,  when  the  weight  alone,  opposed 
as  it  is  by  the  fricliou  that  takes  place  between 
level  surfaces  (that  is  between  the  flat  hoof 
and  the  Hat  stone),  which  mightnot  in  all  cases 
be  sufficient  to  prod  uce  a  very  sensible  effect, 
and  which  friction  should  be  guarded  against 
in  making  the  experiment.  But  to  return  : 
we  must  not  forget  to  consider  the  spirit, 
whether  partial  or  impartial,  in  which  an 
experiment  is  performed.  Now  Mr.  Morgan 
reminds  us  of  those  reasoners  who  make  all 
their  facts  bend  to  a  predetermined  opin- 
ion, for  he  tells  us"  These  experiments,  &c, 
were  originally  intended  as  an  answer  to 
some  letters  in  the  Sporting  Magazine." 

1  shall  not  pretend  to  pursue  this  very 
candid  writer  through  all  his  last  desultory 
communication ;  it  seems  to  have  been  writ- 
ten without  any  verv  consistent  motive,  ex* 
cept  that  of  persuading  your  readers  that  he 
employs  the  best  workmen  in  London,  and 
has  been  enabled  to  keep  the  feet  sound,  and 
in  the  same  form  as  nature  made  them. 
This  is  effected,  he  slates,  by  the  use  of  "  a 
modified  specimen  of  Mr.  Coleman's  original 
thin-heeled  shoe"  which  has  produced  the 
"  happiest  results."  Now  as  this  gentle- 
man has  so  great  an  antipathy  to  theory,  or 
any  thing  that  bears  the  appearance  of  rea- 
soning, 1  Bhall  not  stop  to  prove,  though  it 
might  be  done  in  a  few  words,  that  if  he 
employs  a  shoe  nailed  in  the  common  way, 
it  must  produce  the  same  effect  in  contract- 
ing the  foot  as  the  ordinary  shoe  of  com- 
mon farriers,  whether  made  with  thin  heels 
or  not.  This  question  has  been  discussed 
in  Tut  Lancet  before,  and  need  not  be  re- 
peated here.  It  is  trifling  to  inquire  whether 
the  assertions,  for  they  are  no  other,  which 
lie  makes  about  his  success  in  shoeing  with 
the  thin-heeled  shoe,  are  fallacious,  or  other- 
wise. Let  Professor  Coleman,  and  those 
who  have  tried  and  rejected  it  in  the  army, 
determine  by  what  magical  skill  Mr.  Morgan 
and  his  men  can  do  what  they  and  the  col- 
lege, andeven  the  original  proposer,  Lafossa 
himself,  have  all  failed  in. 

1  shall  confine  myself  to  a  single  illustra- 
tion, with  which  he  has  forgetfully  furnish- 
ed me.  Any  other  fact  he  might  dispute, 
but  this  is  alone  sufficient.  He  says,  at  the 
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conclusion  of  the  first  letter,  p.  686,  "  I  hare 
often  occasion  to  rasp  the  quarters  to  the 
blood,  previously  to  turning  out."  Now  for 
what  purpose,  and  in  what  cases,  may  I  ask, 
is  he  "so  often"  obliged  to  "rasp  the 
quarters  to  the  blood,  and  turn  out ;"  the 
answer  is,  in  cases  of  contraction!  Every 
gentleman  who  has  kept  a  stud  knows,  to 
his  cost,  that  this  is  the  last  resource  of  the 
ignorant  farrier  who  has  ruined  his  horse, 
and  a  futile  one  it  is.  To  "rasp  the  quarters 
•to  the  blood,  and  turn  out !"  These  are  the 
"  happy  results"  of  the  thin-heeled  system 
above  alluded  to. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yours,  &c. 

Charles  Clark. 
Veterinary  Infirmary, 
Stamford -street,  March  15,  J 829. 


GLASGOW  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 

m 


COMPOUND  COMMINUTKD  FRACTURE  OF 
TUB  CRANIUM. 

John  Malcolm,  aged  46,  was  admit- 
ted on  the  1 1th  of  February,  under  the  care 
of  Dr.  Couper,  with  a  compound  commi- 
nuted fracture  of  the  cranium.  On  the 
evening  of  that  day,  while  at  work,  a  stone 
had  fallen  from  a  height  of  fifty  feet,  and 
Struck  him  on  the  head,  directly  over  the 
sagittal  suture.  Both  the  parietal  bones 
were  fractured,  and  the  pieces  into  which 
they  were  divided,  depressed  to  a  consider- 
able depth.  Notwithstanding  the  extent  of 
the  injury,  the  bleeding  had  been  trifling ; 
but  his  breathing,  on  admission,  was  oppress- 
ed and  stertorous,  the  countenance  ghastly, 
and  the  pupils  dilated.  The  arms  and  legs 
were  also  affected  with  convulsive  tremors, 
and  the  pulse  small  and  frequent.  A  con- 
sultation was  immediately  summoned,  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  till  the  arrival  of  the  sur- 
geons, warm  baths  were  applied  to  the  feet. 
Having  met,  Dr.  Couper  proceeded  to  en- 
large the  wound  of  the  scalp,  and  remove 
the  fragments  with  the  elevator  and  forceps. 
A  small  opening  was  seen  ia  the  dura 
mator,  having  been  perforated  by  a  detached 
portion  of  bone.  The  edges  of  the  wound 
being  afterwards  brought  together,  were  re- 
tained by  straps  of  adhesive  plaster,  and 
over  these  a  compress  and  baudage  were 
applied.  Immediately  after  the  operation, 
the  pupils  became  more  natural,  and  the 
breathing  easier.  He  was  ordered  a  purg- 
ing bolus,  to  be  taken  early  the  uext  morn- 
ing. 

12.  During  the  night  he  had  slept  a  little. 
The  bolus  hud  produced  a  stool.  The  left 
leg  and  arm  were  partially  paralysed.  He 
complained  of  pain  in  his  head,  around  the 


THE  CRANIUM. 

wound.  The  pupils  were  natural ;  pulse  86, 

and  full.  He  was  ordered  to  be  bled  to  six- 
teen ounces,  and,  three  hours  afterwards, 
two  ounces  of  the  infusion  of  senna  were  to 
be  given,  should  it  be  required. 

14.  He  had  slept  ill  during  the  preceding 
night,  and  the  pain  in  his  head  was  more 
severe.  His  bowels  were  open,  but  the  pa-  , 
ralysis  of  bis  left  side  continued ;  his  pulse 
was  100,  and  full.  Sixteen  ounces  of  blood 
were  ordered  to  be  taken  from  the  arm,  and, 
towards  the  evening,  it  was  to  be  repeated, 

if  necessary.  Early  the  following  morning 
he  was  to  have  six  grains  of  calomel,  and, 
three  hours  afterwards,  two  ounces  of  the 
infusion  of  senna. 

15.  As  was  directed,  he  was  bled  the  day 
before  to  the  extent  of  a  pound  ;  and  it  being 
again  thought  proper  to  repeat  the  venesec- 
tion during  the  evening,  a  pound  and  a  half 
more  was  taken  away.  To-day  the  paiu  in 
his  head  was  considerably  better ;  the  dress- 
ings were  removed  ;  his  pulse  was  96,  and 
soft.  The  infusion  of  senna  was  ordered  im- 
mediately, and,  three  hours  afterwards,  a 
purging  enema. 

16.  He  was  every  way  much  altered  for 
the  worse ;  he  had  slept  none,  but  continued 
raving  during  the  whole  of  the  night,  and, 
at  the  usual  visiting  hour,  was  quite  inco- 
herent. The  dressings  were  agaiu  changed; 
the  wound  looked  healthy,  and  had  adhered. 
The  paralysis  still  continued,  the  eyes  and 
muscles  of  the  left  being  drawn  over  to  the 
right  side  of  the  face.  His  bowels  were 
open,  pulse  90,  and  full.  The  bleeding  waa 
repeated. 

17.  Some  slight  relief  was  said  to  have 
followed  the  bleeding,  but  during  the  even- 
ing it  was  repealed  without  any  benefit. 
To-day  he  is  comatose,  pupils  dilated,  and 
breathing  laborious;  his  pulse  120,  and  fee* 
ble. 

18.  He  died  at  half  past  twelve,  p.m. 

19.  The  body  was  inspected  to-day  twenty- 
four  hours  after  death.  The  skull-cap  being 
removed,  the  opening  was  seen  to  be  of  a 
triangular  form.  A  portion  of  the  internal 
plate  of  the  right  parietal  bone  was  depress- 
ed, without  any  corresponding  appearance 
on  the  external  side  of  the  skull.  On  re- 
moving the  dura  mater,  a  thick  layer  of  pus 
was  seen  extending  over  the  whole  of  the 
right,  and,  although  not  in  such  quantity,  also 
over  the  left  hemisphere  of  the  brain.  The 
lower  surface  of  the  cerebellum  was  slightly 
covered  with  pus,  and  between  the  cranium 
and  base  of  the  brain,  there  was  an  effu- 
sion of  serum,  to  the  extent  of  two  or  three 
ounces.  The  substance  of  the  brain  itself 
was  healthy,  nor  was  there  any  diseased 
appearance  in  the  ventricles.  Neither  the 
chest  nor  abdomen  was  opened,  nor  were 
the  students  suffered  to  examine  the  diseased 
appearances,  after  Dr.  Coupex  had  left 
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the  room  ;  tlio  skull  cap  and  brain  being 

almost  immediately  afterwards  wrapped  up 
in  a  cloth.  It  is  to  be  hoped  ibis  will  not 
be  repeated  ;  if  so,  the  students  ought  in- 
stantly to  address  the  Directors  on  the  sub- 
ject, 

ENLARGEMENT  OP  THE  GLANDS  OF  THE  NECK, 
AXILLA,  ANI>  GROIN. 

John  Macarthen,  aged  55,  was  admitted 
by  Dr.  Couper  on  the  1 1th  of  February,  with 
the  glands  of  the  neck,  axilla,  and  groin,  iu 
a  state  of  enlargement.  In  the  neck,  those 
which  are  situated  under  the  right  portion 
of  the  inferior  maxillary  hone,  had  attained 
the  greatest  size.  From  these  a  chain,  in  a 
similarly  diseased  state,  extends  d  up  along 
the  light  and  leftside  of  the  face.  All  were 
of  considerable  magnitude,  but  one  in  par- 
ticular, which  lay  on  the  inferior  poition  of 
the  right  masseter,  was,  at  least,  equal  to  a 
small  orange  in  size.  The  glands  of  the  left 
axilla,  and  both  groins,  were  found  in  a  simi- 
lar state.  Those  of  the  left  groin  were  par- 
ticularly large,  and  another  enlargement, 
which  extended  from  the  left  hypochondrium 
to  near  theumbilicus,  was,  unlike  the  others, 


to  detail  the  progress  of  the  cure 

more  minutely,  which  merely  consisted  in 
removing  the  dressings  every  other  day, 
and  the  application  of  leeches,  when  he 
complained  of  pain  extending  over  the  fore- 
head. This  was  occasionally  very  severe, 
and  was  the  ouly  circumstance  which  dis- 
turbed the  progress  of  the  cure. 


IIOTEL-DIEU. 


STRANGULATED  HERNIA- — RUPTURE  OF  7 HE 

INTESTINE     DUItlNO    THE  OPERATION  

SUCCESSFUL  TREATMENT  OF  ARTIFICIAL 
ANUS  UY  COMPRESSION. 

A  middle-ageo  woman,  who,  for  a  year, 
had  been  affected  with  a  reducible  crural 
heruia,  was,  on  the  3d  of  December  last, 
seized  with  violent  colic  pain,  hiccup,  nau- 
sea, and  vomiting,  first,  of  bile,  then  of 
stercoraceoua  matter;  the  hernial  tumour 
was  very  painful,  and,  as  was  ascertained 
by  a  surgeon,  irreducible,  being  brought 
to  the  Hotel-Dieu  on  the  5th,  she  was  in- 


stantly bled,  and  put  into  the  warm  bath  ; 
the  seat  of  severe  dull  pain,  which  became  i  the  taxis  having  been  repeatedly  tried,  with 


aggraved  during  the  night,  and  acutely  pain 
ful  on  pressure,  or  an  attempt  at  full  inspi- 
ration. The  disease  had  begun  about  two 
years  before  his  admission  into  the  hospital, 
'since  which  it  had  gradually  increased.  His 
health  was  not  much  affected  ;  his  appetite, 
however,  was  bad,  and  bowels  habitually 
costive.  His  tongue  was  clean  j  and  pulse 
100,  irregularly  intermitting. 

Before  any  active  treatment  was  adopted, 
the  bowels  were  cleared  out  by  two  or 
three  doses  of  castor  oil.  On  the  11th,  he 
was  ordered  to  take  s\x  drops  of  the  tincture 
Of  iodine,  three  times  a  day,  and  to  rub  the 
swellings  of  the  face  and  neck  with  an  em- 
brocation composed  of  half  an  ounce  of  the 
tincture  of  iodine,  in  four  ounces  of  the  soap 
liniment. 

Feb.  S4.  Having  felt  sick  on  the  21st, 
which  he  attributed  to  the  iodine,  he  was 
ordered  to  discontinue  it  internally.  lie 
hod  still,  however,  continued  rubbing  the 
parts  with  evident  advantage ;  the  swellings 
on  the  face  having  not  only  become  more 
relaxed,  but  also  perceptibly  smaller.  His 
health  being  now  also  better,  he  was  directed 
to  begin  with  the  iodine  again,  in  its  former 
dose 


out  any  effect,  M.  Sanson  proposed  the 
operation,  to  which,  however,  the  patient, 
although  evidently  in   the  most  alarming 
condition,  strongly  objected.  Ou  the  mom- 
ing  of  the  6th,  a  slight  amelioration  had 
taken  place,  the  vomiting  had  subsided,  and 
the  pain  was  not  so  violent ;  the  counte- 
nance was,  however,  indicative  of  distress, 
the  extremities  cold,  the  pulse  very  small 
and  frequent:  and  when  M.  Dupuytren  saw 
the  patient,  he  insisted  upou  the  immediate 
performance  of  the  operation,  as  the  only 
means  of  saving  her  life  ;  the  apparent  re- 
mission of  the  local  symptoms  he  consider- 
ed as  certain  signs  of  approaching  gangrene. 
The  consent  of  the  patient  having  at  last 
been  obtained,  a  transverse  incision  was  made 
through  the  integuments,  the  cellular  tissue 
was  carefully  dissected  from  the  tumour; 
the  sac  being  thus  laid  bare,  was  opened, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  yellow,  inodorous 
liquid  let  out ;  the  incarcerated  intestine 
was  readily  felt  by  the  linger,  but,  on  the  in- 
troduction of  a  probe  into  the  sac  to  ascertain 
the  situation  of  the  stricture,  a  quantity  of  fa)- 
cal  ma',  ter  suddenly  rushed  through  a  rupture 
of  the  anterior  paries  of  the  intestine,  which, 
although  violently  injected,  and  covered  with 
March  12.  The  patient  left  the  hospital  purulent  matter,  appeared  to  have  not  yet 
to  day,  his  health  having  begun  to  suffer  |  passed  into  gangrene.    The  stricture  being 
from  confinement.  found  to  exist  at  the  neck  of  the  hernial 

_______  sac,  was  freely  divided  upwards,  and  the 

!  intestine  having  been  reduced  as  far  as  the 
extirpation  of  the  eye.  I  laceration  in  its  anterior  paries  admitted; 

James  Berime,  whose  eye  was  extirpated  |  an  elustic  conula  was  introduced  into  it,  and 
(Feb.  15.)  is  now  nearly  well.    It  would  be  I  the  wound  simply  dressed  with  lint.  The 
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-patient  passed  a  tranquil  night ;  none  of  the 
above  symptoms  returned  ;  the  pulse  rose, 
and  the  features  resumed  a  more  composed 
appearance.  Mo  stools  were  passed  through 
the  anus,  hut  a  great  quantity,  first  of ster- 
eoraceous,  then  merely  of  bilious,  matter, 
was  discharged  through  the  opening  in  the 
groin.  Under  the  use  of  glysters,  the  feces 
began  to  come  away  through  the  natural 
passage,  and  on  the  10th,  the  stercoraceous 
discharge  through  the  groin  had  so  far  di- 
minished, that  it  was  thought  proper  to  re- 
move the  cauula,  and  to  cover  the  wound 
with  8u  emollient  poultice,  in  order  to  lessen 
the  irritation  produced  in  the  surrounding 
parts  by  the  contact  of  the  feces.  On  the 
T*d,  the  wound  had  a  healthy  appearance, 
and  began  to  heal;  the  opening  iu  the  in- 
testine had  veiy  considerably  contracted, 
and  the  stools  passed  only  by  the  natural 
way.  A  compressive  bandage  was  now 
used,  over  which,  in  a  few  days,  a  truss  was 
applied.  On  the  6th  of  January  the  wound 
had  completely  healed ;  the  stools  were 
perfectly  natural,  digestion  was  unaccom- 
panied by  any  pain,  and  the  patient  was 
to  leave  the  hospital  within  a  few  days. — 
Jounu  'Hebdom. 


STRANGULATED  UMBILICAL  HERNIA. 

C.  S.,  a  woman  of  about  60  years  of  age, 
very  stout,  and  of  plethoric  habit,  had,  for 
fifteen  years,  been  affected  with  an  umbilical 
hernia  of  the  size  of  a  large  apple,  which  I 
had  never  heen  completely  reduced,  and 
caused  frequent  attacks  of  colic.  On  the 
15th  of  January  she  was,  without  any  ob- 1 
vious  cause,  seized  with  sickness,  vomiting, 
first  of  bilious,  then  of  fecal, matter,  hiccup, 
and  violent  colic  pain,  especially  in  the  her- 
nial tumour,  which  had  somewhat  increased 
in  size.  Several  attempts  to  reduce  the  tu- 
mour, as  well  as  the  administration  of  a  sa- 
line mixture,  had  no  effect,  and  the  patient 
continued  in  the  above  state  up  to  the  24th, 
when  a  remission  began  to  take  place  in  the 
symptoms,  and  the  vomiting  altogether 
ceased ;  she  applied,  however,  at  the  Hotel- 
Dieu,  and  was  admitted  on  the  evening  of 
the  29th  of  January.  On  examination,  the 
tumour  was  found  tense,  very  painful  on 
pressure,  and  rather  voluminous,  being  four 
inches  in  diameter ;  it  was  of  a  circular  form, 
and  surrounded  the  navel;  the  rest  of  the 
abdomen  was  free  from  pain  ;  the  pulse  was 
rather  full,  and  the  face  flushed;  no  stools  had 
been  passed  during  the  last  20  days.  M.  I)u- 
puytren  did  not  think  himself  justified  in 
performing  an  operation,  there  being  no  signs 
of  strangulation,  except  obstinate  costive- 
ness,  and  accordingly  ordered  fifteen  leeches, 
and  an  emollient  poultice,  to  the  tumour, 
the  warm  bath,  and  an  aperient  injection. 
On  the  following  day  no  change  had  taken 


place  in  the  hernia,  and  the  glyster  had 
come  away  without  any  feces.  The  patient 
was  bled  to  eighteen  ounces,  and  placed  for 
an  hour  in  the  warm  bath,  but  without  any 
relief.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
she  was  suddenly  seized  with  hiccup,  ster- 
coraceous vomiting,  and  violent  colic  pain 
over  the  whole  abdomen,  the  skin  of  which 
became  swelled,  and  covered  with  an  erysi- 
pelatous redness;  the  operation  was  ac- 
cordingly, without  any  delay,  performed  by 
M.  Sansou.  The  sac,  which  was  much 
thickened,  especially  at  its  lower  portion, 
was  found  to  contain  a  fold  of  intestine, 
about  four  inches  in  length,  apparently  part 
of  the  transverse  colon,  of  a  dark- red  colour, 
and  firmly  adherent  to  the  sac.  The  stric- 
ture having  been  divided  upwards  and  to 
the  left,  the  intestine  was  reduced,  after 
having,  with  some  difficulty,  been  detached 
from  its  adhesions.  About  an  hour  after  tie 
operation,  as  the  vomiting  still  continued, 
some  injections  were  administered,  which 
produced  five  copious  stools.  During  the 
nij;ht,  after  the  operation,  the  patient  was 
rcry  restless  ;  the  erysipelas  rapidly  spread 
over  the  whole  abdomen  and  part  of  the 
chest ;  the  features  were  greatly  altered  ; 
the  pulse  very  small,  &c,  and  she  died  the 
following  evening. 

On  examit  ation,  the  large,  and  lower  parts 
of  the  small  inteatiues  were  found  violently 
inflamed,  and  covered  with  purulent  matter  ; 
the  hernia  had  consisted  of  the  right  colon, 
and  a  portion  of  the  epiploon,  which  bad 
protruded  through  a  fissure  in  thelinea  alba, 
half  an  inch  above  the  navel. 

31.  Dupuytren  considered  this  a  verv 
remarkable  case,  on  account  of  the  long 
intermission  in  the  principal  symptoms  of 
strangulation  ;  he  observed,  that  he  had 
seen  many  cases  in  which  the  vomiting  had 
ceased  for  two  or  three  days,  but  none 
where  a  complete  intermission  for  eight 
days  had  taken  place.— Journ.  Hebdomad, 


GUY'S  HOSPITAL. 

OPERATIONS. —  HARELIP  ST  E  A  TOM  ATOUS 

TUMOUR— AMPUTATION  OF  THE  LEG. 

On  Tuesday,  March  the  17tb,  Mr.  Key 
performed  the  operation  for  harelip,  on 
a  boy  thirteen  years  of  age,  of  healthy  ap- 
pearance. The  patient  was  placed  on  his 
back,  horizontally,  upon  the  table,  the  ope- 
rator standing  behind  his  head,  and  laying 
hold  of  the  right  side  of  the  fissure  with  the 
fore  finger  and  thumb  of  his  left  hand,  he 
first  thrust  the  knife  through  the  upper 
part,  carrying  it  downwards  and  forwards, 
and,  afterwards,  in  a  similar  manner,  on  the 
opposite  side ;  the  edges  were  then  brought 
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together,  and  held  in  contact  by  means  of 
two  sutures.    In  this  state  he  was  removed 
from  the  theatre  to  Luke's  Ward,  and  nut 
to  hed.    The  operation  lasted  ten  minutes. 

He  next  removed  a  steatomatous  tu- 
mour from  a  hoy,  ahout  ten  years  of  age, 
situated  below  the  body  of  the  pubes  to  the 
right  side  of,  and  extending  below,  the 
scrotum.  An  incision  was  made  from  above 
downwards,  and  a  fatty  mass,  consisting  of 
about  two  ounces,  dissected  out.  Two  su- 
tures were  used  in  bringing  the  edges  of 

DO  O 

the  wound  together ;  the  thighs  approx- 
imated, and  the  patient  was  removed  from 
the  table  in  about  six  minutes. 

Mr.  Key  afterwards  performed  amputa- 
tion below  the  knee,  upon  a  young  woman, 
about  twenty  years  of  age,  apparently  in  a 
healthy  condition,  for  gangrene  of  the  foot, 
following  typhus  fever.  In  consequence  of 
stiffness  of  the  knee  joint,  the  leg  could  not 
be  held  in  the  accustomed  horizontal  posi- 
tion. In  using  the  saw,  the  operator  first 
commenced  on  the  outer  side  of  the  limb, 
and,  in  doing  so,  its  edge  cume  in  contact 
with,  and  appeared  slightly  to  lacerate  the 
soft  parts  of  the  thigh.  The  sawing  was 
then  commenced  on  the  auterior  part  of  the 
tibia,  and  the  limb  removed  in  four  minutes. 
Fifteen  minutes  were  occupied  in  securing 
the  vessels. 


16.  Quite  well,  with  the  exception  of 
pains  in  the  limbs.  The  patient  states,  that 
he  has  never  been  the  subject  of  syphilis  or 
rheumatism. 


ST.  THOMAS'S  HOSPITAL. 


George's  ward. — incontinency  of  urine. 

James  Lydia,  set.  S3,  came  into  the  Hos- 
pital on  Thursday  the  .Sth  of  March,  with 
incontinence  of  urine,  which  had  existed 
for  three  weeks  previous  to  his  admission. 
On  inquiry,  it  was  ascertained  that  he  had 
been  the  subject  of  stricture,  for  which  he 
was  in  the  Hospital  in  November  last,  where 
lie  remained  for  six  weeks,  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Travera,  and  discharged  cured.  First 
found  himself  unable  to  retain  his  urine 
after  severe  exertion  in  a  corn  granary, 
where  he  has  been  accustomed  to  work  ; 
complains  of  pains  in  the  limbs  generally, 
but  more  especially  in  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, which  are  worse  at  night,  when  warm 
in  bed.  Thero  is  a  swelliug  in  the  right 
groin,  about  the  size  of  a  walnut.  Ordered, 
by  Mr.  Green,  on  Friday  the  6th,  ten 
leeches  to  the  groin,  and  afterwards  a  poul- 
tice ;  half  an  ounce  castor  oil,  occasionally ; 
to  have  a  bougie  passed  daily. 

9.  Swelling  in  the  groin  much  less ; 
bowels  open;  can  in  part  retain  his  urine. 

li.  Completely  retains  his  urine,  except- 
ing that  a  little  escapes  after  coughing. 

14.  Swelling  in  the  groin  has  subsided ; 
retains  his  urine  perfectly. 


CONTUSED    WOUND    OF    TUB   SCALP,  WTTB 
EXTKN6J  VE  LACERATION. 

J.  B.,  set.  47,  was  admitted  into  Abra- 
ham's Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Green, 
on  Thursday  morning,  February  the  5th. 
He  stated,  that  the  cause  of  the  injury  was 
a  blow  received  from  a  fall  down  a  flight  of 
I  stairs  the  previous  evening.  The  cut  ex- 
tended from  near  the  temporal  ridge  of  the 
occipital  bene,  on  one  side,  to  that  of  the 
opposite,  in  the  direction  of  the  coronal 
suture.  On  examination,  the  scalp  was 
found  to  be  separated  for  a  considerable 
distance,  towards  the  anterior  portion  of  the 
os  frontis,  so  as  completely  to  lay  hare  the 
pericranium.  He  was  put  to  bed,  the 
wound  carefully  sponged,  and  its  edges 
brought  together  by  means  of  adhesive 
straps.  Ordered  to  take  a  dose  of  house 
medicine. 

6.  liowels  have  been  acted  on  by  the 
medicine  ;  complains  of  pain  in  the  head. 

7.  Pulse  slow,  rather  full ;  tongue  fur* 
red ;  pain  in  the  head  less  ;  has  slept  but 
little  during  the  night.  House  medicine  to 
be  repeated. 

9.  Pulse  natural;  tongue  less  furred; 
bowels  open.  Appears  to  be  going  on 
well. 

10.  Wound  dressed  today;  adhesions 
perfect  and  healthy. 

11.  Dose  of  house  medicine,  which  has. 
operated  twice. 

12.  Going  on  remarkably  well. 

From  this  time  the  patient  has  continued 
to  improve,  without  an  unfavourable  symp- 
tom. He  still  remains  in  the  Hospital,  in? 
j  consequence  of  rheumatism  of  the  lower 
|  extremities,  for  which  he  takes  an  occa- 
sional aperient,  and  is  rubbing  in  a  liniment 
composed  of 

Liniment  of' ammonia,  with 


GANGRENE  OF  THE  NOSE,  WITH  EXTENSIVE 
SUPPURATtON  OF  THE  CELLULAR  MEM- 
BRANE. 

T.  H.,  a?tat  17,  a  tailor,  from  Woolwich, 
came  into  George's  Ward,  on  Thursday  the 
19th  of  March,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Roots. 
It  was  stated  by  the  father,  that  on  Saturday 
week  he  was  attacked  by  pain  in  the  right 
side,  which  appeared  to  have  been  in  the 
region  of  the  liver,  extending  posteriorly 
towards  the  left  side,  and  anteriorly  towards* 
the  right  side  of  the  chest;  at  the  same  time 
he  had  shivering,  with  great  difficulty  of 
breathing,  but  no  cough.  On  the  following 
day,  having  taken  ten  grains  of  mercurial 
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pill  over  night,  he  felt  himielf  perfectly  free 
from  every  symptom  of  indisposition.  On 
Sunday  night,  the  same  symptoms  returned ; 
leeches  were  applied,  and  purgatives  adminis- 
tered, by  which  means  the  pain  in  the  aide 
and  dyspnoea  had  subsided  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  On  Sunday  last  a  pimple  made  its 
appearance  on  the  right  side  of  the  nose, 
aoon  becoming  larger,  and  discharging  a  small 
quantity  of  matter;  the  surrounding  parta 
then  became  red  and  swollen,  terminating  in 
gangrene*  The  nose  ia  now  very  much  swol- 
len, and  of  a  dark-brown  colour  ;  the  surface 
ia  dry  and  shining;  a  small  quantity  of  pus 
diacbarged  from  the  right  aide  ;  there  is  also 
a  thinnish,  dark-coloored  discharge  observed 
oozing  from  different  parte  ;  the  right  eye  is 
closed,  and  the  left  partly  so  ;  there  are  many 
small  eethymatous  pustules  seen  on  different 
parts  of  the  body,  but  more  especially  over 
the  forehead,  which,  together  with  the  eye- 
lids and  surrounding  integuments,  exhibit  a 
red  and  puffy  appearance ;  a  dull  sound  is 
heard  on  percussion,  on  tbe  right  side  of  the 
cheat ;  respiration  at  the  lower  part  is  indis- 
tinct. Suppuration  has  taken  place  in  the 
cellular  membrane  of  both  forearms,  and  the 
back  of  the  right  hand.  Pulse  136,  full  and 
sharp ;  tongue  white,  and  rather  dry ;  about 
five  weeks  ago,  was  the  subject  of  gonorrhoea, 
for  which,  it  is  supposed,  be  took  mercury; 
the  guni3  are  now  slightly  tinged.  Ordered 
bleeding  from  the  arm,  to  fourteen  ounces;  the 
abscesses  to  be  opened,  and  poultices  applied; 
Unt,  dipped  in  chloride  of  soda,  to  be  applied 
to  the  nose,  and  over  it  a  stale  beer  ground 
poultice,  to  be  renewed  every  hour  ;  castor 
oil  one  ounce,  immediately  ;  milk,  arrow- 
root, and  slops,  for  diet.  Three  longitudinal 
incisiona  were  made  on  the  noae  ;  the  blood 
drawn  from  the  arm  was  very  much  buffed 
and  cupped. 

SfO.  Has  been  purged  during  tbe  night; 
both  eyes  closed;  nose  sloughing;  pulse 
quick  and  sharp,  140  ;  respiration  hurried  ; 
pustules  larger,  and  more  numerous,  on  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body  ;  skin  hot ;  has  had 
little  or  no  sleep  during  the  night,  and  talked 
in  an  incoherent  manner ;  increased  heat 
and  swelling  about  the  forehead.  Dr.  Roots 
saw  him  this  morning,  and  ordered  sixteen 
leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  temples  ;  to 
take  a  dose  of  chalk  mixture,  with  opium  ; 
continue  the  chloride  of  soda,  and  poultice; 
a  pint  of  strong  beef  tea,  daily.  On  visiting 
him  this  afternoon,  we  found  the  pulse  more 
quick  and  fluttering  ;  tongue  dry  and  brown  ; 
respiration  61  ;  upper  lip  very  much  thick- 
ened ;  the  nose  and  face  exhibit  a  frightful 
appearance;  suppuration  appeared  to  exist  in 
different  parts  of  the  cellular  membrane  ;  not 
so  much  purged  ;  has  taken  the  chalk  mix- 
ture, and  opium,  twice  ;  is  quite  insensible. 
Dr.  Roots  again  saw  him,  between  eight 
o'clock,  and  ordered  him  to  take 


sulphate  of  quinine  one  grain  ;  diluted  sul- 
phuric acid,  three  drops ;  mint  water  oae 
ounce,  every  four  hours  ;  twenty-five  minims 
of  tincture  of  opium,  to  be  added  to  the  tint 
dose  ;  oil  of  turpentine  to  be  applied  on  lint 
to  the  nose  under  the  poultice.  From  this 
time  he  continued  gradually  to  sink,  and  ex- 
pired at  half-past  seven  this  morning,  Satur- 
day, the  21st,  forty,  four  hours  after  admis- 
sion. 

Examination  of  the  Body  eight  hours  after  VeatK 

On  opening  the  chest,  an  abscess  was 
discovered  st  the  lower  part  of  the  right 
lung,  between  it  and  the  diaphragm,  to  which 
the  lung  was  slightly  adherent ;  it  burst,  and 
discharged  about  two  ounces  of  pus  into  the 
cavity  of  the  chest;  there  were  also  found 
in  the  same  lung  many  small  tubercles,  bat 
none  observed  in  the  left;  the  bronchial 
tubes  exhibited  no  signs  of  inflammation ; 
nothing  unusual  was  observed  about  the 
heart ;  the  liver  was  apparently  healthy, 
but  soft.  On  examining  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  traces 
of  inflammation  were  seen  in  patches 
throughout  their  whole  extent.  No  morbid 
appearances  were  perceived  in  the  brain  or 
its  membranes.  The  abscess,  which  bad 
been  opened  on  the  back  of  the  right  band, 
communicated  with  the  joint  at  the  meta- 
carpal  bone  of  the  middle  finger  ;  but  those 
on  the  arm  did  not  communicate  with  the 
wrist  or  elbow.  Several  other  small  ones 
were  found  in  different  parta  of  the  arms 
and  legs.  The  veins  of  the  thigh  and  arm 
were  examined,  but  nothing  unusual  dis- 
covered in  them. 

This  case  was  considered  of  nire  occur- 
rence, and  from  the  time  of  admission  excited 
a  good  deal  of  interest. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S  HOSPITAL. 

James  Hsnnis,  retat.  63,  h  Strong,  and 
who  apparently,  Lad  been  a  healthy  man  of 
his  age,  was  brought  at  7,  p.m.,  March  11, 
into  Rahere's  Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Lawrence.  There  was  a  wound  extending 
through  the  scalp,  over  the  left  temporal, 
and  part  of  the  left  parietal  bones,  as  deep 
as  the  skull,  but  no  fracture  detected  by  the 
house  surgeon.  The  patient  breathing  with 
difficulty,  and  comatose.  He  had  been  struck 
a  violent  blow,  with  a  piece  of  wood,  on  the 
head  by  another  man .  Soon  after  admis- 
sion, he  was  seen  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  who 
said  the  symptom*  resembled  those  of  apo- 
plexy, and  ordered  a  drop  of  croton  oil  to 
he  given  every  hour,  until  the  bowels  should 
be  moved.  Four  drops  of  it  were  exhibited 
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without  nroducing  any  effect.  The  patient 
remained  in  much  the  same  condition,  with 
the  exception  of  the  breathing  becoming 
gradually  worse,  until  ten  o'clock  on  the 
following  morning,  when  he  expired. 

Post-mortem  Examination. 

The  left  temporal  bone  was  fractured  to  a 
considerable  diatance,  and  the  fracture  ex- 
tended iuto  the  basis  of  the  skull.  The  mid- 
die  meningeal  artery  lacerated,  and  about 
five  ounces  of  blood  effused  between  the 
cranium  and  dura  mater.  Doubt  existed  as 
to  whether  the  artery  had  been  lacerated  in 
the  removal  of  the  skull-cap,  or  by  the  blow 
received  during  life.  Considerable  effusion 
of  blood  between  the  dura  mater  and  left 
temporal  bone,  and  the  appearance  of  a 
slight  depression  of  a  small  portion  of  the 
inner  table  of  this  bone. 


Thomas  Lewes,  retat.  32,  was  admitted  at 
a  quarter  past  eight  o'clock,  a.m.,  March  9, 
into  Colston's  Ward,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Vincent,  with  fracture  of  the  ulna,  radius, 
several  bones  of  the  hand,  and  severe  lacera- 
tion of  the  soft  parts  of  the  right  arm.  The 
accident  occurred  while  in  the  act  of  clean- 
ing a  carding  machine,  called  a  devil ;  one 
of  the  teeth  caught  hold  of  the  coat,  drew  in 
the  hand  and  arm,  and  literally  smashed 
them  to  pieces.  The  accident  occurred  in 
JJelruet  Row,  pariah  of  St.  Luke,  and  the 
gentleman  to  whom  the  patient  wa9  a  ser- 
vant, put  him  into  a  cart,  and  requested  his 
carman  to  drive  to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 
Something,  however,  crossed  the  patient's 
mind,  while  in  the  act  of  being  driven  to  St 
Thomas's,  which  induced  him  to  make  the 
carman  change  his  direction,  and  drive  to 
this  Hospital.  Mr.  Vincent  was  sent  for, 
and  soon  arrived.  From  the  extremely  in- 
jured stale  of  parts,  the  only  course  for  him 
to  adopt,  was  amputation.  He  accordingly 
immediately  proceeded  to  remove  the  arm 
above  the  elbow,  and  the  patient  has  conti- 
nued to  do  well  ever  since. 


George  Wright,  set.  23,  admitted  into 
Rahere's  Ward,  No.  22,  March  7,  with  a 
severe  laceration  of  the  scalp  and  left  hand. 
The  patient  was  coming  to  town  last  night 
with  a  load  of  hay,  from  off  which,  at 
twelve  o'clock,  he  fell  into  the  road,  and  was 
taken  up  in  a  state  of  insensibility.  There 
is  a  wound  of  the  scalp  on  the  left  side  ol 
the  head,  extending  in  a  Fomicircular  form; 
the  convexity  downwards,  from  about  mid- 
way between  the  anterior  superior  and 
inferior  angles  of  the  parietal  bone,  across 
the  temporal  to  the  occipital,  but  no  frac- 


ture can  be  detected.  The  left  hand  ia 
much  lacerated,  bruised,  and  swollen,  sup* 
posed  to  have  been  trod  upon  by  a  horse. 
States  that  he  must  have  lost  a  great  deal  of 
blood,  particularly  from  the  wound  of  the 
sent  p.  Brought  to  the  hospital  at  eight 
o'clock  this  morning.  The  patient  is  a 
robust,  heal  thy- looking  wagoner.  The  hair 
of  the  scalp  removed,  and  the  edges  of 
the  wound  brought  together  by  adhesive 
plaster.  A  large  poultice  applied  to  the 
hand.  Bled  to  eighteen  ounces  from  the 
left  arm,  and  opening  medicine  adminis« 
tered. 

9.  In  all  respects  recovering. 

24.  The  wound  of  the  scalp  is  almost 
entirely  healed,  over  which  cold  lotions,  as 
well  as  adhesive  plaster,  have  been  kept 
applied  ;  the  hand,  too,  is  much  improved  ; 
its  oedematous  state  in  a  great  measure  re- 
lieved. The  limb  will  be  preserved,  though 
it  may  not  again  be  found  to  be  quite  as 
useful  as  it  has  been.  Every  appearance  of 
continuing  to  do  well. 


William  Christmas,  art.  24,  a  tailor,  of 
sallow  appearance,  was  admitted,  on  the 
25th  of  December,  into  Colston's  Ward, 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Vincent,  with  a  frac- 
ture of  the  right  femur,  a  few  inches  above 
the  knee-joint.  When  five  years  of  age,  by 
a  fall  he  hurt  the  knee  ;  a  white  swelling 
followed,  and  a  contraction  of  the  joint,  nod 
shortening  of  the  limb,  were  the  conse- 
quences. 

On  the  13th £f  March  last  year,  by  a  fall, 
the  tibia  of  the  same  kg  was  broken  ;  after 
the  usual  period  of  quietude,  union  took 
place,  and  the  limb  became  stronger,  in  fact, 
than  it  had  been  before.  On  Christmas  eve 
last,  Mr.  Christmas  again  unfortunately- 
fell,  at  a  little  before  eleven  o'clock, 
while  walking  on  the  pavement,  and  the 
present  fracture  was  the  consequence.  On 
the  morning  after  the  accident,  he  was 
brought  into  the  hospital,  and  the  limb  was 
put  up  in  Ainesbury's  splints.  In  those 
splints  it  was  kept  for  a  period  of  between 
seven  and  eight  weeks.  By  this  time  Mr. 
Vincent  considered  that  the  bone  had  united, 
and  ordered  the  splints  to  be  removed.  In 
a  week  afterwards,  the  patient  having  con- 
tinued still  in  bed,  the  limb  exhibited  signs 
of  non-union.  Mr.  Vincent  having  again 
examined  it,  believed  he  had  been  mistaken 
in  supposing  it  had  ever  uuited,  and  re- 
quested that  it  should  again  he  put  up  in 
the  splints.  The  splints  were  accordingly 
applied  for  another  week,  during  which  thev 
gave  great  pain  to  the  patient,  and  were 
then  removed.  Mr.  Vincent  attributed  the 
resistance  of  union  of  the  fractured  parts,  to 
the  previously  diseased  state  of  the  limb ; 
and,  as  he  did  not  think  union  would  take 
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place,  suggested  to  the  patient  the 
sideration  of  having  the  leg  removed. 

March  21.  To-day,  at  half  past  one,  am- 
putation was  performed  at  about  two  or 
three  inches  above  the  knee-joiut,  by  Mr. 
Vincent.  He  made  the  conical  flap,  tied  six 
arteries,  and  the  operation  was  completed  in 
fifteen  minutes. 

25.  On  Sunday  evening,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  blood  flowed  from  the  stump; 
the  house-surgeon  was  called  in,  who  re- 
pressed further  bleeding,  and  since  that  the 
patient  has  proceeded  to  do  well. 


TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Communications  received  from  Mr.  Street  j 
—Mr.  Montague — Mr.  Vines — Dr.  Nash — 
Anti-noodle — Dr.  Greening  —  Mr.  Smith, 
(ChertseyV- Mr.  Fixott — F.  G.  L — W.  13. 
— H. — E.  B.-J.  B.  M.-L.  —  H.  M.-O. 
—A  Pupil  of  Birmingham. — John  P — e. 

"  L."  and  "  F.  G.  L."  should  have  authen- 
ticated their  statements  with  their  names. 
The  letter  of  the  latter  relates  to  an  abuse 
which  ought  to  be  abated,  and  he  shall  have 
all  the  support  we  can  give  him,  in  his  en- 
deavours to  put  it  down. 

"  W.  B."  If  the  indentures  of  apprentice- 
ship are  not  produced  at  Apothecaries' Hall, 
there  must  be  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  five 
years'  apprenticeship  having  been  served, 
or  the  Court  cannot  examine  the  candidate  ; 
because  the  apprenticeship  is  expressly 
Stipulated  in  the  Act  of  Parliament.  It  is  also 
required  in  the  same  precious  document,  that 
a  rejected  candidate  shall  not  present  him- 
self for  re-examinatiou  until  after  six  months 
shall  have  elapsed.  This  statement  is  due 
to  the  Old  Hags,  who  have  sins  enough 
of  their  own. 


The  communication  of  Mr.  Vines,  on  Dr. 
Gregory's  silly  theory  of  huffy  blood  shall 
appear  in  our  next ;  also  a  report  of  the 
renewed  discussion  at  the  Westminster  So- 
ciety, on  Dr.  Doodle's  tan-yard  whim. 

We  have  received  from  the  Medical  and 
Physical,  Society  of  Calcutta,  by  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Adam,  the  secretary,  a  bill 
for  10/.  10«.,  at  six  months  after  sight,  on 
Messrs.  Rickarda,  Mackintosh,  and  Co., 
to  be  added  to  the  fund  raised  for  defraying 
the  legal  expenses  incurred  by  Mr.  Cooke 
of  Exeter.  Mr.  Adam  says,  in  his  letter, 
*•  should  Mr.  Cooke's  subscription  be  closed 
before  this  reaches  you,  I  leave  it  to  your- 
self to  dispose  of  the  money  for  the  benefit 
of  the  profession,  or  in  any  manner  you  may 
think  best."  Accordingly,  on  the  credit  of 
this  draft,  we  have  handed  over  Jive  pnmdt 
in  the  name  of  the  Medical  and  Physical 
Society  of  Calcutta,  to  Mr.  Atterbury,  a 
member  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  residing 
at  26,  St.  Helena  Place,  Wilmington  Square, 
who,  with  a  numerous  family,  is  suffering 
under  the  severest  privations.  When  the 
bill  is  paid,  we  shall  transmit  the  balance, 
five  pounds  ten  shillings,  to  Mr.  Lawrence, 
to  be  added  to  the  fuud,  which  has  been 
raised  for  defraying  the  expenses  for  abro- 
gating the  charter  of  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons, and  of  which  fund  that  gentleman  is 
treasurer. 

H.  M.  too  late  for  this  week. 

Pressure  of  matter  prevents  us  from  in* 
sertiug  in  the  body  of  the  work,  the'par- 
ticulars  of  the  SuBscmpnoN ;  but  they  will 
appear  in  our  next  Number,  with  cor 
rections  of  some  eriors  which  occurred  in 
the  Advertisements.  The  sum  sent  by 
X.  U.,  Dublin,  and  several  other  sums  which 
have  been  received  since  the  books  were 
closed  on  Wednesday  the  18  th  insL,  will 
be  returned,  or  sent  to  any  address  that 
may  be  named. 


END  OF  VOL.  1.-18*8-* 
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